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PROCEEDINOS 


THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

AT  THE  FIRST  aUBBION  OF  THE  SECOND  CONGRE88,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 
PHILADELPHU,  OCTOBER  M,  1791. 


HOTES  TO  TBB   RSADBS. 
I.  To  •ctoont  fcr  th*  ^aanea  of  uiy  Report  of  DAata  in  dw  8«nat«  in  (he  Seolitd  Congreat,  it  is  pnpar 
ire  to  rapMt  tlutt  the  Senste  mX  with  doaed  door*  doriiiK  it*  Ii«guUti'>fl  u  irel]  u  il>  GkscatiTe  nttingi,  fern 
leb^iimiiig  t^the  Fint  Congiew  up  (olh«  SOth  A».j  of  Februiry,  17M,  in  the  firM  nanon  of  the  Thud  Cou- 
_  waa,  eicnjt  in  the  caae  td  Mr.  GAij.iTin'a  coDtealed  election,  when  ■  propoaition  lucceeded,  which  had  6e- 
nientlj  bebic  &iled,  in  that  body,  that  the  Legialatire  aittings  of  the  Senate  aluxild  theacefbrth,  after  the  end  of 
'  n  of  Copjfw,  be  coDdncled  with  open  doora  and  giUeriea. 
n.  In  the  Hiatoiy  of  the  Fint  Congren,  lh«  Proceedinga  of  the  Senate  in  itt  EiecntiTe  capacity  were  given, 
with  ■  Tiew  to  showing  how  ^ley  bftgan,  were  modified  in  their  progren,  wid  continued  to  the  end  of  that 
Congra».  .  From  the  banning  of  tlie  Second  Congrem,  however,  the  Giecutire  Journal  being  in  general  a 
ntODOIonoui  record,  no  notice  is  taken  of  EiecntiTe  .Procaedinga  in  the  Senate,  unleaa  of  soma  important  prin> 
eiple  being  involved,  as  in  caae  of  a  Treaty,  A^  or  of  Dd)ate  which,  finding  its  way  to  the  public  knowledge, 
can  yet  be  Inced  in  the  recorda  of  the  day. 

m.  In  Ihoae  earl;  proceedinga  of  the  Senate,  fiiUt  of  either  House  ere  inserted  at  large  when  so  finmd  on 
the  Joamal  of  that  body ;  the  object  of  doing  so  being  to  ihow  the  original  iana  of  each,  and  to  enaUe  llw 


Monday,  October  24,  1791. 

This  being  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  the  anaual 
meeting  of  Congress,  aX  the  first  session  of  the 
aecoad  Congress,  the  following^  members  of  the 
Senate  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and 
look  their  seats:* 

John  Adahs,  Vice  President  and  President  of 
the  Senate; 

JoHK  Lanodon  and  Fainb  Winqatb,  from  New 
Hampshire ; 

Caleb  Stbonq  and  Geobue  Cabot,  from  Mas- 
sachusetts; 

Tbeodobb  Fosteb  and  Josbph  Stajiton,  jr., 
from  Rhode  tsbnd; 

RoofiR  Sheruah,  from  Connecticut,  in  the  place 
ofWiLUAM  S.  Johnson,  replied; 

Aarok  Bdbb,  IromNew  York; 
.  PniLBUON  DioKiHBON  ofid  JoBM  Rdthhktdrd, 
^mn New  Jersey: 

Robert  Morris,  from  PetmsylTania; 

Oeoroe  READ,from  Delaware; 

Samobl  Johnston  and  Bbkjahin  Hawkins, 
from  North  Carolina;' 

u^tpna  MoTluid ;  Mr.  li 

\\  Mr.  Fonia,  from  IQuda  Uud: 

|Wi,  and  Mr.  Rud,  htm  Delinn,  wi 

tlon  M  tmjreua:  tmUieTtv>d  beaaraalKWd  brUielr  rwHcl- 
Ive  SlMH,  and  bod  prnlKo]  ihdr  creiUiulal*  u  the  iHilr- -^^^- 
SaniW  •Hclallf  coaTensil  In  iba  tnuac^lui  cd'fiiecinlTa  I 
Mibal&DriArci,!?}]. 

ad  CoH.— s 


Camuu.  ban)  Mtnlaad ;  Mr.  BLLawORTB,  fnm  Connec- 
■-     -  -        "^    ■    '  ■      ■  i  Mr.  HoHwa,  frwi  YU- 

!m  ■lluiud  u  ihs  clan  of 
llinlieil  bj  Aa  Cooiiliu- 


PiERCE  BuTLBR  and  Ralph  Izabd,  from  South 
Carolina;  and 

William  Few,  from  Oeorgia. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bdtler,  MoRRia,  and 
DicKiNsoit,  be  a  comniiiiee  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and  ready  to 
receive  any  communication  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatires  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is 
assemoled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business;  and 
that  the;  have  notified  the  Presideul  of  the  United 
States  that  they  are  ready  to  receive  such  commu- 
nications as  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

The  petition  of  Robert  Allan,  praying  to  be  ap- 
pointed printer  to  the  United  States,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  conAideration. 

The  petition  of  Jame<  Alexander,  that  he  may 
be  appointed  Sergeant-at-ttrms,  Doorkeeper,  or 
Messenger,  ww  t^;  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Bdtler,  iVom  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  re- 
ported that  they  had  executed  their  commission. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Bbcelnt,  their  Clerk,  informed  the  Benaie 
that  they  have  resolved  that  a  committee  be  ap- 


>iiited. , 


pointed,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  the  Sen- 
-     '^-'    ^point,  to  vrait  on  the  President  of  ths 
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United  Stales,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  Houses  b  assembled  and  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  he  may  please  to  maka  to 
them;  in  which  lesolution  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 
RttUved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  ap- 

fiintmeut  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the 
resident  of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the 
resolntion  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  and 
that  Messrs.  Izard  and  Lanqdon  be  the  commit- 
tee 00  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bectetary  commnnieate  this 
resolution  of  concurrence  to  tlw  House  of  Repre- 
seotaiives. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Becklei,  their  Clerk,  informed  the  Senate 
that  they  have  resolved  that  two  Chaplains,  of 
different  denominations,  be  appointed  to  Congress 
for  the  present  session,  one  by  eaek  House,  who 
tktU  interchange  weekly. 

^n>e  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion «f  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  this  day, 
fbr  the  appointment  of  two  Chaplains;  and, 

Jtesolvetl,  That  they  do  concur  therein,  and  thai 
the  Rig^  EUverend  Bishop  Wnrrs  be  appointed 
ca  the  part  of  t^  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  communicate  the 
eeneurrenee  of  the  Senate  in  tkia  resolution,  to- 

Bther  with  their   proceedings  thereon,  to  the 
ouse  of  Representatives. 
Mr.  Ie&bd,  from  the  joint  oomMitte*  appointed 
le  wait  on  the  Preudent  of  the  United  State*. 

reably  to  the  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  oi 
day,  reported  that  they  bad  executed  the  boti- 
ness,  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
proposed  to-morrow,  at  13  o'clock,  to  meet  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 


Tdhday,  October  85. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Bradford,  that  he  may 
be  employed  in  printing  such  bills,  journals,  and 
.  other  papers,  as  may  be  IVom  time  to  time  pub- 
lished, was  read;  and  ordered  to  lie. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  are  ready 
meet  them  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  to  receive  a]  , 
commnnicaiionsthe  President  of  the  United  States 
may  be  pleased  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress;  and  that  the  usual  seats  will  be 
siznM  them. 

The  House  of  RepresentatiTes  having  according- 
ly taken  their  seats,  the  Pbebioent  op  THE  United 
States  came  into  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  ad- 
dressed both  Houses  of  Congress,  as  foUoweth: 
Ftlioto-Citiztat  of  tie  Senatt,  and 

<^  Ihe  Haute  of  B^>raentaii»t»t 

I  me«t  joQ  upon  the  present  oeeamon  with  the  feel- 
ing wUiJi  sre  naturally  inspired  b;  a  stning  imprea- 
skm  of  th*  prmpercins  rituatioa  of  oui  common  oonn- 
trr,  and  by  ■  permisaion,  eqtuUy  strong,  Oat  the  tsbora 
of  tbt  Hnion  which  hu  just  commancsd  will,  under 
the  KuidAace  of  ■  spirit  no  )sh  prudent  than  patriotic, 
we  condueiva  to  tha  etabili^  and 

an  ttie  iSovideotiid  Uesnoja  whidi 


Hvmeimu  a 


damand  oar  frateAil  adnawledgtnenla,  the  abundaaoe 
with  wUeh  another  year  hu  again  rewarded  the  in- 
dustry of  the  husbandmaD  is  too  important  to  atcape 
recollection. 

Yonr  own  ofaaervAtions  in  yam  reapective  aitnatioaa 
will  have  satisfied  yon  of  the  progreniTe  atals  of  agli- 
culture,  manufiKtures,  contnene,  and  UAvigalJon.  In 
tradng  dieir  cauaea,  yao  will  have  remarked,  with  par- 
ticular pleaaura,  the  happy  e0ecta  or  that  ravival  of  con- 
fidence, public  as  well  as  private,  to  which  the  Ccmalt- 
and  lawa  of  the  United  States  hAve  ao  eminently 
Mited;  and  yon  will  have  obserred,  with  no  lea 
interest,  new  and  deciaive  proo&  of  tbo  increasiDg  repu- 
'  credit  of  the  DAtion.  But  you,  nevertheleaa, 
to  derive  aatiifac^on  from  the  confinnation 
of  theaa  oircumatancea,  which  will  be  disclosed  in  tlw 
aaveral  official  communiotiorui  that  will  be  mads  to 
you  in  the  course  of  yonr  deliberaCionA. 

The  tapid  subscriptiona  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
fiatea,  wbiA  OMipleled  the  adm  alhnred  to  be  sub- 
■oibad  in  aatnglea^.iaemaiigtlie  sbiking  md  plea» 
ing  sTidenoaa  wbkk  pieemt  tbanaalna,  Bot  only  eC 
'      '     "  but  of  raaoMiee  in  Aa 


In  the  intwalaf  your  n«esa,d«B  attention  haabeasi 
paid  to  tha  eiecutian  of  the  diflerent  objects  which  wei« 
■peciAlly  piovidsd  fbr  by  the  laws  and  reaolntionA  of  the 

Among  the  most  important  of  these,  ia  the  defence 
and  aecurity  of  the  western  frontieia.  To  accomplish 
it  on  the  most  humane  piindples  was  a  piimaiy  wiah. 
^  Accordingly,  at  the  nme  time  that  treaties  have 
been  proviaionBlly  concluded,  and  other  proper  means 
oaed  to  attaiA  die  wavering,  and  to  cbnfirm  in  thalr 
Mendridp  the  well  diapoeed  tribes  of  Indians,  eflectnal 
measBres  have  been  adopted  to  make  Uiiwe  of  ■  hoMSa 
description  eenaible  that  a  padficatian  was  deured  upon 
terms  of  moderation  and  juatice. 

Thoaa  nMaaiiraa  harlug  proved  ainneta—ful,  it  bn- 
came  nefesaarr  ut  convince  the  re&Actorr  <rf  the  power 
of  the  United  atalaa  to  puniah  their  dc^redatiena;  Ot 
finiaive  openlkiiu  have  therebr*  been  direoted,  to  be 
condveted,  however,  aa  eeiwalently  aa  poaaible  irith  the 
dictatea  of  humaniqr.  Some  of  these  have  been  crowned 
with  full  (ucceaa,  and  others  are  yet  depending.  Tha 
expedition*  which  have  bean  completed  were  cairied  on 
under  the  authoritj,  and  at  the  eipense,  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  militia  of  Kentucky ;  whose  enterpriae, 
intrepidity,  and  good  conduct,  are  entitled  to  peculiar 
commendation- 

Overturea  of  peace  are  allll  continued  to  the  deluded 
tribes,  and  cenaiderable  numbeia  of  individnals  belong- 
ing to  thom  have  latety  renonnced  all  lurther  oppoai- 
lion,  removed  fiom  their  former  ntnationa,  and  placed 
dwioaelvee  andcr  the  immediate  proteetiDn  of  the  Dni' 
ted  Slate*. 

It  is  dnoenly  to  be  dedied,  that  alt  need  of  ooeMaon 
in  Aitoie  msiy  ceaee ;  and  that  an  intimala  inteieeuiae 
mar  suceeed,  calculated  to  advance  thehaf^ineaa  of  the 
Indiana,  and  to  attat^  then  firmly  to  the  United  Statsa. 

Thai  they  should  experience  the  bene£la  of  an  im- 
partial dispeasation  of  justice. 

That  the  mode  of  alieoating  their  lands,  the  msin 
■anrce  of  disoonlent  and  war.  should  be  ao  defined  and 
regulated  aa  to  obviate  impontion,  and,  as  &i  aa  to»j 
be  practicable,  controTeray  concerning  the  reali^  sod 
extent  of  the  alienatioaa  which  are  mule. 

That  commerce  with  them  ahoold  be  promoted  mtder 
r^nlalions  tending  to  secure  an  equitable  depottment 


"a- 
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fSmtjn 


tomrda  tliem,  aad  tlui  ludl  ntiolul  fliparimenti  ihoold 
b«  made,  br  imputing  to  them  the  Ueanngt  of  dviliu- 
tini,  (a  mij  ftma  dio«  to  time  mil  their  conditicn. 

That  the  Executive  of  the  United  StatM  ihould  be 
>  anmUed  to  empkij  the  meum  to  which  the  Indians  haia 
bem  kmg  aecmtmned  Ibr  onillng'  their  immediate  In- 
ta  with  the  puMjualiap  of  peace. 


And  thai  affloaaom  pnmaia«  a 

iaflioting  adaqoMe  penaMiaa  luan  all  t 

i  tbMi  rigbu,  ihall  ittftage  tha 


B  who,  fair 


a   and  philaBthro^  tmranb  an  luteolighteoad 

'  men,  whose  happweB  matariaUy  donad*  (m  Ae 

ntnduct  of  the  Uiuted  State*,  wootd  be  u  hononble  to 

die  national  diaracter  aa  confonoAble  to  the  dictate!  of 

^^  aonnd  poliqj. 

The  powera  apecially  ▼ested  in  me  I17  the  act  tajing 
certain  dutiea  on  diatilled  epthu,  which  reaped  the  sub- 
dhiaiona  of  the  diatrieli  into  aurvejs,  th«  appointment 
of  officen,  and  the  aaaignment  of  compunaliona,  have 
likewiae  been  eaniad  into  eSact  In  a  maltar  in  which 
both  malcriab  and  exparience  were  wanting  to  guide 
the  calcatation,  It  will  be  readilj  conceived  that  there 
moat  have  been  difficultj  in  inch  an  adjuatment  of  the 
nUea  of  compenntion  as  woold  conciliate  a  reaaonable 
competencf  with  ■  proper  regard  to  the  limits  pro- 
acribed  by  the  taw.  It  ia  hoped  that  the  circumepectiDn 
which  has  been  naed  will  be  found  in  the  leautt  lo  have 
■ecured  the  last  of  the  two  objectai  but  it  ii  probable, 
that,  with  a  view  of  the  Gnrt,  in  some  inatancea  a  re- 
Tiijon  of  the  pronaian  will  be  Ibnnd  adviaabte. 

Tile  impraaaiona  with  which  Ihia  law  hai  been  re- 
ceived by  the  community  have  been,  upoo  the  whole, 
anch  aa  were  to  be  expected  among  enlightened  and 
well  dispoaed  dtiiena,  &om  the  propne^  and  neceanty 
of  the  meaaure.  The  novelty,  however,  of  the  tax,  in  a 
omaidnaUe  part  of  iha  Uiuted  States,  and  a  miaoon- 
ceptiaa  of  aome  of  its  provisions,  have  given  occasion  in 
■vrticalar  places  to  aome  degree  of  diicoateiU.  Bnt,  it 
IS  eatis&clory  to  know  that  thia  disposition  yields  to 
proper  eiplanaliona  and  more  just  apprehension*  of  the 
tnie  nature  of  the  law.  And  I  entertain  a  fiUl  confi- 
dence that  it  will,  in  all,  give  way  to  motivea  which 
aiise  out  of  a  Just  aenaa  of  duty,  and  a  virtuous  regard 
to  pnUic  welbre. 

If  there  *ie  any  drcumatsncea  in  (he  law  which,  con- 
■ialently  with  ita  main  deaign,  may  be  ao  *aned  sa  to 
l«move  any  well-intentioned  objections  that  may  hap- 
pen lo  exist,  it  will  consist  with  a  vrise  moderation  to 
make  the  proper  vaiistiona.  It  is  desirable,  on  ail  occsi- 
aiona,  to  nnile,  with  a  steady  and  &ita  adherence  to 
eonatitutional  and  necessary  acts  of  Government,  the 
Fhllcat  evidence  of  a  disposition,  a*  ftr  as  may  be  piac- 
tieidile,  to  coimll  the  wiahaa  of  e*«^  part  of  the  com- 
munity, and  to  lay  the  Ibnndatibns  of  the  publie  admin- 
IsbatiOD  in  the  aAcliona  of  the  people. 

Punnant  to  the  authority  cMitsined  in  the  several 
«elB  on  thst  sutgect,  a  diabrict  of  tMi  miles  aqaare,  for 
tha  permaneDt  aeat  of  the  QoTemment  of  the  United 
Stalaa,  has  been  fixed,  and  announced  by  proclamation  { 
whidi  diattiet  will  compnheDd  lands  on  both  aidea  of 
the  liver  Potomac,  and  the  towns  of  Aleiandria  and 
Georgetown.  A  city  ha*  also  been  laid  out,  agreeably 
to  a  plan  wtnch  will  be  placed  before  CongreHS.  And, 
aa  there  ia  a  prospect,  &vored  by  the  rale  of  salei  which 
tnve  ilreadj  taken  place,  of  ample  fiinda  for  carrying 
on  the  naceaaary  pnblic  Wldings,  there  ia  every  eipect- 
ntion  of  thor  dne  progress. 
The  Mtnpleiien  of  the  oeiums  of  tlM  inhabhanti^  fbr 


wUA  protWon  was  made  by  law,  has  been  duly  ttotl- 
fiad,  (excepting  one  inHanca  in  which  Uie  return  haa 
been  mfbrmal ;  and  another,  in  which  it  has  been  omit- 
ted or  miscarried,)  and  the  returns  of  the  officers  whtt 
wore  diarged  with  AIs  dutv,  which  will  be  laid  faebrB 
yon,  will  give  yoo  the  pleasing  assurance,  that  tbtf 
present  popolation  of  the  Uiuted  StatM  borders  on  ibor 
mlHiolu  of  persona- 
It  is  pTopei  also  to  infbnn  yoa  that  a  fbrOier  loan  of 
two  mlBionB  and  a  half  of  Sarins  haa  been  completed  In 
Holland ;  the  terms  of  which  are  similar  to  those  of  thr 
one  last  announced,  except  as  to  ■  small  ledndion  of 
charges.  Another,  on  Uke  terms,  for  six  milliooi  of 
florins  had  been  est  on  foot  under  drcumitancea  that 
aanired  an  immediate  completion. 
Gentkmen  of  tht  Senate.- 

Two  treaties  which  have  beaa  jnvinonall^  oondadsd 
with  the  Cherokees  and  Six  NatioOs  of  Indians,  wiU  b* 
laid  befire  you  Sat  yom  oonsideralHa  and  ratiiottigaa. 
Oenlkmen  of  the  Maate  of  ReprttetttaHvet.- 

In  enisling  upon  the  discharge  of  your  legislative 
trust,  you  must  antidpate,  with  pleaanre,  that  many  of 
the  difficulties,  necessarily  inddent  to  the  first  arrange- 
ments of  a  new  GoTemment,  for  an  extensive  counirT) 
have  been  happQj  surmounted  by  the  zealous  and  JuJi- 
dous  exertions  of  jour  predecessors,  in  co-operatioa 
wilh  the  other  brand)  of  the  LegisUlure.  The  impart- 
ant  objects  which  remain  to  be  accomplished,  will,  I  am 
persuaded,  be  conducted  upon  principles  equallT  com* 
prehensivB,  and  equally  well  calculated  for  the  advanoe- 
ment  of  the  general  weaL 

The  lime  limited  for  receiving  aubscriptions  to  tbo 
loans  proposed  by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  debt 
of  the  United  States  having  expired,  statements  from 
the  proper  department  wiU,  as  soon  as  possible,  appriia 
you  of  the  exact  result.  Enough,  however,  is  aiioidf 
known  to  aSbid  an  assurance  that  the  views  of  that  act 


1^  br  the  greateat  proportion  of  that  debt ;  aObrding,  at 
the  same  time,  proof  of  the  general  satia&ction  of  the 
public  creditors  with  the  system  which  has  been  pro- 
posed  to  their  accsptance,  and  of  the  spirit  of  accommo- 
dation to  the  convenienceofthe  Government  with  which 
they  are  actuated.  The  subscriptions  in  the  dobts  of 
the  respective  Btalas.  as  &r  as  the  provisions  of  the  law 
have  permitted,  may  be  said  to  be  yet  more  genetaL 
The  part  of  the  debt  of  the  United  Stales  which  re- 
mains unsubscribed,  will  nalurally  engage  your  Author 
deliberations. 

It  is  psiiJcuUiiy  pleasing  to  me  to  be  able  to  an< 
nounce  to  you  that  the  revenues  which  1ibt«  been  es- 
tablished promise  to  be  adequate  to  their  objects,  and 
may  be  permitted,  if  no  nnibreseen  exigency  occurs,  to 
snpenedfl,  fbr  the  preaant,  the  necessity  of  any  new 
burdens  upon  our  constituents. 

An  object  which  will  claim  your  early  attention  ie  * 
provision  for  the  current  service  of  tlut  ensuing  jc*'* 
together  wilh  snch  ssoertained  demands  npon  tht  Trea 
sut7  as  require  to  be  immediately  diachaiged,  and  sndl 
casualties  as  may  have  arisen  in  the  execulioii  of  Uw 
public  biuinesa,  tar  whidi  no  ^ledfic  appropriation  n^ 
have  yet  been  made ;  of  all  which  «  propsi  eatJinaM 
wiU  be  laid  bdbre  yon. 
Gtnilemen  of  tie  Senate,  tanf 
a/tke  Houte  of  Kejirttei 

I  aball  c<»ileat  myself  with  a  general  leftrence  to 


•^■- 
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Ihs  jufeaej  of  ottwr  afftia  hu  bilheita  putpooed  taj 
itBmtirt  raulution.  Thtii  impoctuice  inll  me»II  Iham 
to  jonr  >U«ation ;  uid,  I  tnut,  Ihat  the  progna  alrekdj 
mulG  in  the  miMt  arduolu  uiangementa  of  the  Gorem- 
ment  will  aflocd  you  laiiure  to  [enune  Ihcm  with  ad- 
There  an,  boweret,  lome  of  them  of  nhich  I  eumot 
forbear  >  more  puticDlar  mention.  Theae  are :  the  Mihiia, 
the  Poet  Office  and  Poat  Roadi,  the  Mint,  WeigbU  and 
Meuorea,  and  BpraviiionfortliBnleafthe  vacant  Undi 
of  the  United  Statea. 

The  Gral  ia  certainly  an  object  of  primarj  importance, 
whether  viewed  in  reference  to  the  national  lecuritj,  to 
llu  BatiabctiaQ  of  the  community,  or  to  the  preaervation 
of  order.  In  connection  with  thia,  the  eitabliahment  of 
competent  magaxines  and  anenala,  and  the  fbrtificatioo 
of  inch  places  u  ate  peculiarly  important  and  TDlnera- 
Ue,  naturallj  present  thonaetree  to  connderaljon.  The 
gaiety  of  the  United  Btalea,  under  Divine  protection, 
oi^ht  to  rest  on  the  ban  of  lyMematic  and  solid  airange- 
menta,  expoaed  u  little  aa  poadble  to  the  haiaidf  of 
fortuitoua  drcumstancea. 

The  importance  of  the  Foirt  Office  and  Poat  Roada,  on 
•  plan  auffidently  libenl  and  comprehenaiTe,  aa  they 
icapect  the  expedition,  aafe^,  and  bu^ili^  of  commnni- 
cation,  ia  increaaed  by  their  inatnunentah^  in  difliuinB 
a  knowledge  of  the  Uwa  and  proceeding!  of  the  Govern- 
ment j  which,  nhile  it  contribute)  to  the  aecurity  of  the 
people,  MTves  alio  to  guap]  them  againat  the  eflecta  of 
misrepresentalion  and  miaconceptioo.  The  eatabliah- 
ment  of  additional  crou  posts,  eapeciatly  to  some  of  the 
important  pointa  in  the  wealera  and  northern  parts  of 
the  Union,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  material  nlility. 

The  diioiden  in  the  existing  currency,  and  eapecuUly 
the  scarcity  of  small  change,  a  scard^  eo  peculiarly  dia- 
tnsaaitig  to  the  poorer  elanea,  strongly  recommend  the 
carrying  into  immediate  effect  the  resolution  already  en- 
tered into  concerning  the  establishment  of  a  MinU  Mea- 
anres  have  been  taken  purBiunl  to  that  reaolulio  ' 
procuring  some  of  the  moat  necessaiy  artists,  togi 
with  the  requisite  apparatus. 

An  uniformity  in  the  Weights  and*  Measures  o 
eontitry  is  among  the  important  objects  submitted  to 
you  by  the  Constilulion,  and,  if  it  can  be  derived  from 
standard  at  once  invariable  and  universal,  must  be  r 
leaa  honor^ile  to  the  public  coundla,  than  conducive  to 


*  taiea  for  the  eitin- 
piishment  of  the  principal ;  and  that,  being  free  to  dis- 
charge the  principal  bnt  in  a  limited  proportion,  no  op- 
portunity ought  to  be  loat  for  availing  the  public  of  '' 
right. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
Uainn  SrATit,  October  SB,  1791. 

The  PBBaiitEMT  op  tbb  United  States  hanng 
retired,  and  the  two  Honses  beiae  separated, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bubr,  Cabot,  and  Johh. 
•tou,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  the 
drail  of  an  Address  to  the  President  of  the  United 
BtBtes,  in  answer  to  bis  Speech  delivered  this  day 
lo  both  Houses  of  Conereis. 

Ordmd,  That  the  Speech  of  (he  President  of 
fhe  United  States,  delivered  this  day,  be  printed 
fyj  the  nw  of  the  Seoate. 


Wednbbdat,  October  36. 

Rcrne  Kino,  Irom  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
JoBNHHNBy,rrom  the  State  of  Marylaad,atteaded. 

The  following  Letter,  dated  October  25th,  1791, 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Vice  President,  was  communicated: 

Sib  ;  My  accounts  from  the  1st  October,  1790,  to  Oie 
SOth  June,  1791,  having  paaed  the  offiaea,  and  beeirre- 

Crted  on,  permit  me,  through  you,  to  lay  them  before  the 
□orable  the  Senate,  and  at  the  same  time  to  inibniy 
Ibem  that  my  apeae  and  indent  aecoonla  from  the  1st 
July  to  the  30th  September,  are  at  the  TrMmry  for  aeU 
tlenent,  and  when  passed  on,  will  be  immediately  handed 

Ordered,  That  this  Letter,  and  the  accoimts 
therein  referred  to,  lie  for  considetatioD. 

The  followitig  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  receired  and  read: 


for  ceding  to  tbe  United  States  the  tart  and  Ijght-houae 
belonging  to  the  said  State. 

An  Act  of  tbe  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  ratifying, 

L  behalf  of  said  State,  the  first  article  of  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  proposed  by 
Congress ;  and 

An  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  granting 

a  use  of  the  jails  within  (hat  Sute  to  tbe  United  Slates. 
G.  WASHINGTON. 

Uhitid  Statis,  October  36,  1791. 
Ordered,  That  the  Message  and  papers  accont- 
panying  it  lie  for  considetstion. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Shubrick,  Esq.,  of 
Charleston,  in  the  Slate  of  South  Carolma,  on  be- 
half of  Mary  and  Susanna  Shubrtck,  daughters  ol 
Richard  Shubrick,  Esq.,  deceased,  was  read,  pray- 
ing  that  the  provisions  of  the  resojves  of  Congress 
oftbe  15th  of  May,  1778,  and  of  the  24ih  of  Au- 

ist,  1780,  may  be  extended  to  tbe  said  Mary  and 

Jsanua. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Thcrbday,  Octobef  27. 

The  following  resolution  of  the  Directors  of  (he 
Library  Company  of  Philadelphia  was  communi- 
cated, dated  October  6th,  1791. 

Retoltied,  That  the  re«>lution  of  the  18th  of  Jannai; 
last,  be  extended  to  tbe  preaent  Congress  oftbe  United 
States,  and  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  fiuniah  es- 
pies of  the  said  resolution  to  the  President  of  the  Senata 
and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representsiives. 

Tbe  memorial  of  John  Nixon  and  others,  a  com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  certain  creditors  of  the  United 
States,  was  read,  reouesting  that  an  appropriation 
may  be  made  for  tne  payment  of  tbe  arrears  of 
their  interest  and  the  annual  interest  accruing. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  (able. 

The  petition  of  Roger  Smith,  in  behalf  of  Jacob 
and  Williun  Mott,  minors,  and  sons  of  Gharlea 
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Hon,  Esq^  deceased,  late  a  Maj(»  of  the  second 
^ontiDentRl  r^menl  of  ihe  Slate  of  South  Caro- 
liiia,  w«i  read,  praying  that  the  benefits  of  commu- 
tation of  half  pay  may  be  extended  to  the  afore- 
said Jacob  ana  William. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  refened  to  the 
Secretary  of  Wat,  to  tiport  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  0,  Elliot,  executor  of 
ihe  late  Colonel  Bernard  Elliot,  was  read,  praripg 
that  the  orphan  son  of  the  said  Bernard  Elliot 
uuy  receiTe  the  ccunmntation  for  his  late  father's 
services,  as  Lieutenant-colonel,  who  died  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  refened  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  James  Bait,  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  on  behalf  of  Jean  Ann  BalLhis  wife,  late 
Jean  Aon  Wise,  only  daughter  of  Major  Samuel 
Wise,  deceased,  late  of  the  third  continental  regi- 
ment in  the  State  aforesaid,  was  read,  proving  that 
the  benefits  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  15th 
of  May,  1778,  and  the  34th  of  August,  1780,  may 
he  extended  to  the  said  Jean  Ann. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  menage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  hare  proceeded  by 
tallot  to  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain  to  Con- 
gress on  their  part,  and,  upon  examming  the  bal' 
fots,  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  ihe  whole  Mouse 
was  founifin  favor  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Blaib. 

The  petition  of  Charles  Hateley,  of  South  Car- 
olina, that  he  may  have  a  patent  for  a  newly  in- 
rented  machine  or  mill,  for  freeing  of  grain  or 
seeds  frota  the  hntl;  also,  the  petition  of  the  said 
Oharkw  Hatdey,  praying  for  encouragement  in 
perfecting  his  machine  for  oleansing  or  whitening 
of  rice,  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie. 

The  petition  of  Cleland  Kinloch,  of  Charleston, 
in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  on  behalf  of  bis 


sister  Man  Huger,  widow  of  Benjamin  Huger, 
Esq.,  late  Major  of  the  fifih  continental  regiment 
of  the  State  aforesaid,  was  read,  praying  £at  the 
resolutions  of  Congress,  of  May  15th.  1779,  and 
24th  of  August,  1780,  may  be  extendea  to  the  said 
Mary  Huger. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  th* 
President  of  the  United  States : 
Otntlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hoaee  of  R^trteentaUeti  ■- 

I  ky  befbia  jou  ■  copy  of  ■  letter,  and  of  landiT  do- 
ciunsiita,  wMeh  I  have  received  from  th<  Govsnior  of 
FennsyWania,  respeclii^  certain  peraoni  who  ate  said 
to  have  Bed  from  jiwticeont  of  the  Stale  of  Peniuylvauaa 
into  that  of  Virginia ;  tag:ether  with  a  nport  of  the  Attor- 
ney General  of  the  United  Stales  upon  the  same  subject. 

I  have  leceived  from  the  Ooremar  of  North  Carolina 
a  copy  of  an  Act  of  the  General  Aawmbly  of  tbatStale, 
authorizing  hiai  to  convey  to  the  United  States  the  right 
and  inrivdictioD  of  the  said  Htate  over  one  acre  ol  Isjid 
in  Ocracock  Island,  and  ten  &cie«  on  the  Caps  Island, 
within  the  aaid  State,  for  the  purpoee  of  erectmg  light* 
hoosea  thereon,  togeOier  wi^i  the  deed  of  Ihe  Oovemor, 
hi  pnnuance  thereof,  and  the  original  eonnjancM 
made  to  the  State  by  the  individual  propriettHrs,  whieh 
original  conveyances  contain  conditiont  that  the  Itght- 
tiDuse  on  Ocracock  shall  be  built  before  the  first  day  tt 
January,  ISOl,  and  that  on  Ihe  Cape  Island,  before  tha 
eighth  day  of  October,  laOO.  And  I  have  caused  these 
several  papers  to  be  depodted  in  the  office  of  the  Seoe- 
taiyof  BUIe. 

A  ■tslenant  of  the  Returns  of  the  Enumention  of  tlw 
Inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  which  have  been  i» 
caived,  will  at  this  time  be  laid  before  yon. 

G.  WAaHOfOTON. 

DtnTiD  Statis,  Octobsi  S7,  1791. 

The  statement  <^  the  Enumeration  referred  to 
in  the  Message  is  as  follows: 


IWkofa  «um6tr  (/ pCTwm.  wftMn  Ife  «wmi /KWricto  /  tte  I^^^ 

mAcf^vrth 

(Allied  S(afc«,"pa»»<dJBa»rA  1,1790. 

FiMwhUaiaaKii 

Free  lA  In 

FTmnlilufc 

AU  Mtan 

8UTM. 

't«ai. 

^^. 

l»]«,llKll.d 

hMpaoDu. 

BlSTaiCTS. 

dersUie.0 
raua 

&,t"- 

Vermont 

22,«B 

M,8»8 

40,606 

363 

16 

86,689 

8«,<I88 

>4,S61 

70,160 

630 

168 

141,886 

CMatne- 

34,384 

84,748 

46,870 

638 

96,540  > 

90,463 

87,289 

190,683 

6,463 

none. 

878,787  t 

Shode  Island 

16,018 

16,799 

33,063 

8,407 

948 

68^86' 

Connedieal 

60,fi33 

64,408 

117,448 

3,808 

3,764 

,  337,946 

NewTork 

83,700 

7fl,m 

163,330 

4,664 

31,834 

340,130 

NewJereey 

46,351 

41,416 

88,387 

8,768 

11,463 

184,139 

no,Tss 

106,948 

306,368 

6,637 

8,737 

434,373 

Delaw'aie 

11.783 

13,148 

83,884 

3.899 

8,887 

69,094 

66,916 

61,389 

101,396 

8,043 

103,036 

319,788 

iVtrginia 

110,930 

118,186 

316,046 

13,886 

393,687 

747,610  > 

16,164 

17,067 

38,033 

114 

13,430 

73,677  { 

North  Canlina 

'     69,S8B 

77,606 

140,710 

4,976 

100,673 

398,761 

Bonlh  Carolina 

Qeo^ia             -            .            -  1             13,109 

14,044 

36,789 

see 

39,364 

83,648 

10,377 

lft,3«6 

361 

3,417 

86,601 
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^_  I  .     '  therein  referred  to 

irere  read;  &nd  ordered  Eo  lie  for  coosideratiun. 

The  foUowing  Message  from  the  President  o£ 
the  United  Stales  wai  communicated  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  War: 
Genllemea  of  the  StnaU,  and 

0^  the  Houae  of  Reprt*e»taiivtt  ; 
1  h«.*B  directed  the  Secretuj  of  Wtr  In  Uj  before 
m,  for  jour  eiuninatiDii,  the  reports  of  Brigadier 
eoersl   BcoU,   uid   Lieutenant-cotonel    ' — * 


™,  f 


Wilktiuon,  the  officen  vbo  commanded  the  two  eipe- 
ditioiu  against  the  Wabash  Indjaiu,  ia  tlie  monthi  of 
June  and  Auguit  lut;  together  with  the  iiulnictioni 
li;  littne  of  which  the  aaid  eipedilioiu  were  onder- 
laken.  When  the  opentioiii  now  depending  ahall  be 
toiminated,  the  reports  relative  thereto  ihall  alio  be  laid 
faefoct  jou. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
UwTTiD  artns,  October  S7,  1791. 

The  Mesaafe  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read;  and  ordered  to  he  for  consideration. 

Mr.  BuBB  reported,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  an  Address  to  the  President  of 
the  Onited  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 

Ordered^  That  to-morrow  be  asaigued  to  take 
the  report  mio  confide  ratiotu 

Fbidat,  October  38. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the  Addreas 
leponed  by  the  committee,  in  answer  lo  the  Speech 
pTtjxe  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  24th 
instant,  to  both  Houses  of  Coogreas}  wtuch  repurt 
WW  igieed  W,  as  follows: 
n  Ike  Pr^tuknl  of  the  Dniied  ShUet  • 

Sib  :  The  Senate  of  tbe  United  State*  have  recared 
Wifli  the  bigheat  satiaheliMi  the  awuranoes  of  public 
miMperi^  contained  in  your  Speech  to.  both  Houmb. 
The  multqriied  hlnsaings  of  Prandence  have  not  escaped 
onr  notice,  or  buled  to  sieite  our  gratitude. 

The  benefits  which  flow  fiom  tbe  restoration  of  pub- 
fic  and  private  confidence  are  conapicaoiu  and  imunt- 
ant ;  and  the  pleawut  with  which  we  contemplate  them 
k  heightened  bj  your  aaurance  of  those  further  com- 
munications which  shall  confirm  Iheir  existence  and 
indicate  their  source. 

While  ws  rejoice  in  the  saocees  of  those  militarj 
op«rationa  which  have  been  directed  against  the  bostile 
Indians,  we  lament  with  you  the  neremV/  that  has  pro- 
duced them;  and  we  participate  the  hope  thst  tbe 
present  prospect  of  a  general  peace,  on  lamu  of  mode- 
lalion  and  jiuticB,  may  be  wrought  into  complete  and 
peonanent  eflect ;  and  that  the  measure*  of  Government 
may  equally  embrace  the  securi^  of  our  frontiers  and 
the  general  ioterests  of  humanUy.  Our  solicitude  U 
ObtuD  which,  will  ininire  our  lealous  attention  to  aa 
object  so  warmly  eqioused  by  the  principles  of  benevo- 
lence, and  so  highly  interesting  to  tbe  honor  and  wd- 
ftre  of  tbe  nation. 

The  several  sulgects  which  you  have  particnlariy 
neommended,  and  those  which  remain  of  former  aea- 
■otis,  will  eogBge  our  tmiij  coiui^eiation.  We  an 
encpnraged  to  pruaecute  them  with  alaohty  and  steadi- 
sess,  by  the  bebef  that  thejwdl  inleteat  no  passaon  but 


that  for  the  geBeral  weliaie ;  by  ttte  ai 
cert,  and  by  a  view  of  those  arduous  and  impottant  ar- 
rangements which  have  been  already  aecomplidied. 

We  obaerve,  sir,  tbe  constancy  and  actinU  of  your 
zeal  for  the  public  good.    The  example  will  as ' 
£bits  to  promote  the  happiness  of  oui 


1  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech,  be 


the  I  .        ,     - 

iresented  bv  the  Vice  President,  attended  by  the 
Senate;  and  that  the  committee  which  reported 

the  Address  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Uitiled 

States,  and  desire  to  be  informed  at  what  time 

and  place  he  will  receive  the  same. 


Monday,  October  81. 
Jahes  Monroe,  from  the  State  of  Ti^inia,  at- 
tended, and  took  his  seat. 

Moses  Robinson,  from  the  State  of  Vermont, 
iroduced  bis  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  tbe 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  2Stb  to  wait  on  the  President  or  the  United 
States,  reported,  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  receive  tbe  Ad- 
dress of  tbe  Senate,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to 
both  House*  of  Congress,  on  Monday  next  at.  12 
o'clock. 

Whereupon,  the  Senate  wailed  on  the  President 
of  the  Umted  Stales  at  his  own  bouse,  and  the 
Vice  Phesioent,  in  their  aame,  communicated  to 
him  the  Address  agreed  to  on  the  2Sth  instant,  to 
which  the  President  or  the  United  States 
was  pleased  to  make  the  following  reply: 

GaaTLaMBir :  This  tnsnifasNtian  of  your  seal  for  the 
hoAoi  and  the  hsjiiiine**  of  otu  Mtmtry  derive*  its  Ad 
value  fiom  the  share  which  your  dalibstatimu  have  ai- 
laady  had  in  promotiiig  both. 

I  thank  you  for  tbe  favorable  sutiment*  with  wUcb 
you  view  the  part  I  have  borne  in  the  arduous  tmat 
cMnmiltsd  to  llw  G«TemBunt  of  the  United  Btats*; 
and  dewre  you  to  be  assured  that  all  my  seal  will  con- 
tinue to  leeond  lha*e  fiirther  efibrts  for  the  public  good 
which  are  insured  by  the  spirit  in  which  you  are  enter- 
ing on  the  present  soMon. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Tbe  Senate  returned  to  the  Senate  Chamber. 

The  representation  of  Joseph  Cersechi,  ■  Roman 
•culptor,  of  the  design  conceived  of  a  motiument 
for  perpetuating  the  memory  of  tbe  American 
Revolution,  was  read;  and  ordered  that  it  Ke  for 
consideration. 

Offcreii  That  Messrs.  MoBRia,  Kino,  Izard, 
Cabot,  and  Henrt,  be  a  committee  to  take  into 
eonsideratioD  the  subject  of  a  Mint,  and  to  report 
a  bill  thereon,  if  they  think  proper. 

On  motion  to  alter  the  Riile  which  provides  for 
balloting  in  the  choice  of  committees,  and  that 
the  Vice  President  be  empowered  to  nominate  the 
committees  in  future;  it  was  agreed  that  the  mo- 
tion be  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Stkoho.  Bdtlbr,  and 
BoBH,  be  the  committee  to  consider  and  report 
what  business  it  is  neceiauy  for  the  sWie  to 
proceed  on. 
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Tdmbat,  Norembar  1. 
The  following  Messages  from  the  Piwiifenf  of 
flie  United  Stales  were,  by  Mr.  Leah,  his  Secre- 
tary, delivered  to  the  Vice  President. 

ftf^r —  -/  "■-  " — '-  —■ * 

^  (k  Jbuw ^  lteMM>W>M( .• 

I  KDd  jaa,  herewith,  the  kmnsement  whidi  hu 
keen  made  b;  me,  pnnnunt  to  the  *ct,  entitled  •■  An 
act  rapMhng,  sfter  th<,lut  d*;  of  June  next,  the  da- 
tiei  beietolbie  laid  apon  diftilled  ipihts  imported  from 
AtmA,  ind  Uying  othen  in  their  ateid,  and  ilao  upon 
(piiiu  dirtilled  within  the  United  8ul««,  Md  for  »ppro- 
Britting  Om  aame,"  in  mpect  to  the  mbdiTidon  of  the 
M*ei^  diatikU,  created  by  the  nud  act,  into  mrreja  of 
inapectian,  tiie  ^moiatment  of  offieera  (bi  the  aame,  and 
Ifae  antxnmeDt  of  compeniationa. 

G.  WASHWOTON. 

Dbitid  Btitii,  October  81,  1791. 
Omdhmm^  lite  Smalt,  amd 
•f  tke  Bmue  of  Keprt 

I  received  yeaterday,  from  the  Jn^e  of  the  dlatrkt  of 
flondi  Carolina,  a  letter,  endoaing  the  preaentment*  of 
the  Kisnd  jnry  to  him,  and  atating  the  cauaea  which 
have  priTented  the  retnm  of  the  cerwoa  from  th*t  dia- 
tricL  cotriet  of  which  are  now  laid  before  yon. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

UwtMd  SravM,  NorcrnhCT  1, 1791. 

The  Mesiiaget  and  papers  were  read;  and  the 
arrangement  reepecting  the  eoUectioo  of  the  ez- 
oiae  is  aa  follow*: 
AnugeawnMmadeby&ePaiBiDaiT  oPTBaDHirai 

SriTia,  with  reipect  to  dte  anbdiTiaauaf  th«  aavenl 

Aatricta  ihneof  into  aarv^a,  tta  appatn^ent  of  a(B' 


peifaine  the  duljsa  of  iaapaclor.    Noah  Smith  baa  hwin 

--•-*  •-  thia  office.     Hia  aUowMwe  ia  a  nlan  at' 

of  enehitfpw 


fanr  hltndred  doUara,  and  i 


to  the  act  of  Cimgmi.  paaanj  (he  diird  day  of  VltxA, 
1791,  entitled  "  An  act  r^>eahng,  after  the  bal  day 
«f  June  next,  the  dntiea  heretofcre  laid  opoa  diattUed 
■pirita  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying  otbaia  in 
Uieir  stead;  and  alao  npon  apirita  diatilled  within  the 
United  Statea,  and  for  appropriating  the 
New  Hamp«hirB  forma  one  aurrty  of  inipection.  The 
*    '        '  napector  are  performed  by  the 


New  Y<jTkfi«maiH>Bai)ney,«f  whidi  the  ■upaniaev 
Ola  aa  inapediir.  William  8.  Smith  haa  been  mointaa 
t  Ihi*  offioe,  with  aaalary  ofeigfat  hundred  doOn,  aa# 
ctwimiaian  of  eB»half  Pff  eeat 
Naw  Jetiey  foma 
forma  Ike  duliee  of  inapaelor.  To  thia 
Donham  baa  been  •apaintad.  Hia 
aduy  of  foor  hoB^eJ  ioUan,  I 

m  Ibrma  lb 


(he  dty  »d  eottntr  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  oci 
Bnclu  and  Montgomery;  No.  S,  of  die  eaantiee  at 
Berka,  Notthai^toii,  Lnwme,  and  NoMhamberiandt 
No.  8,  of  the  OMUitiea  of  Delawam,  GbaaUor,  LatteaMer, 
York,  Dauphin,  Coubevland,  PraBklin,  MiflUn,  and 
HnaiaagdoD;  No.4,of  tfaacoontiaa  of  Bedfisd,  Waat- 
moaelaiid,  WtAiagtaa,  and  Allegany.  The  anpwrtaac 
far  Iba  dMtlict,  Oearga  ClylBei,  aete  aa  inapaetor  ef 
attrtey  No.  1.    Hia  cowpanaaliaa  ia  a  aalaty  of  ■»■• 


if  aoney  No.  4.    The  • 

' "   '  ~  a  aalaiy  of  fanr  hnndiad  and  if^  dc^ 
D  of  one  par  oant. 


eompenaation 

eommiaaEon  of  on^-bsITper  cent. 

Miiiaai  liiiiirttii  forma  three  surrcja  of  inapectian.  No. 
],conaiatBofthepTOTinceof  Maine;  No.  3,  of  the  coun- 
twa  of  Eaeex,  Middleaei,  Worceater,  Rampahire,  and 
Be  Aahire ;  No.  3,  of  the  rendue  of  the  State.  Nathan- 
iel Gorham  baa  been  aroointed  auperviaor;  hia  com- 
■  aalaiy  of  eight  bunored  doUara,  and  a 

.     ■  one-half  per  cent.    The  auperviaor  per- 

la  die  dutiee  of  inap^:tor  ofaurvey  No.  1.   JiMiataan 

Jackaon  baa  been  appointed  inapector  of  aurrej  No.  a, 
and  Laonaid  Jarvia  for  aurvey  No.  3.  The  eompenaa- 
tion to  each  of  theae  inapectora  ii  a  aalary  of  five  hnn- 
dr»d  daHan,  and  a  eommiaaon  of  one-half  per  cent 

Rluda  latand  fbma  ane  aurvey.  The  dnttea  of  in- 
i^iiiliii  are  periaimed  by  the  anBarviaoT.  John  S.  Dai- 
ler  baa  been  appointed  to  tbia  office,  with  aa  aUowance 
of  a  aalary  of  five  hnndred  didlan,  and  a  eommJaaon  of 
one-h^per  cent 

Coonecticat  fonna  ona  tanty.    The  datiaa  of 
■Mctor  are  performed  by  the  luparviaor,  •niM  im  John 
ChMaa.    &1B  eompenaation  la  a  aalaty  ckF  ail  hondnd 
4olUia,  and  a  oommiaaioii  of  ona^ialf  pw  ce>t. 


acta  aa  inapaetor.  Hia  oanipeiiBBtio*  ia  aniMyof  fow 
hnndred  doUara,  and  a  oeaHuarion  af  one  par  eeM. 
Heary  l^lUMi,  wh0  waa  appein4ed  aaperviaot,  haa  !•• 
ngned  hia  office. 

Haiytaad  fbima  two  ainvtrfa.  No.  1,  eanipraba»de 
Iba.ooonliaa  of  8L  Mary'a,  Somaraet,  Calvert,  Qaeea 
Aaue'a,  Oandine,  Kent,  (Autee,  Talbol,  Donheeter, 
Baltimwa,  Anna  Anmdid,  Worceater,  Hartford,  Cecil, 
and  Piinca  Gaacge'e.  No.  i,  conmla  «f  thaeoDnCbaoC 
Moalganieiy,  Waahington,  Fradedck,  and  AUagaay. 
The  Bi^perviaot  af  the  dialrict,  Gaaqa  Oaie,  afciataa 
aa  iaipeetar  of  awr^  No.  1.  Hia  compaaaatiDD  ia  a 
aalary  of  aaven  haoMd  doUan,  and  a  comwiaaion  of 
r  cent  Philip  Tbona*  baa  been  af^oiMad  m^ 
of  away  No.  3,  with  a  aalaty  of  <kii  htBilMd 
aiid  tttf  didlara,  and  a  rommiadnn  of  ona  per  oaliL 

Vkgmia  baa  bain  divided  inta  aavta  eurvaya  af  to- 
section.  No.  1,  conoala  of  tba  aouatiea  a(  lanww 
tar,  NorthomberlaBd,  Richmond,  Wartuorriaod,  Siaf 
Geiorge,  Caioliiie,  Hanover,  Henrico,  Chailaa  City, 
Jaioea  Ci?,  Warwick,  EUnbeth  Oi^,  York,  CHoveaalar, 
Matthewa,  Hiddleaex,  Enei,  King  and  Queen,  King 
William,  and  New  Kant;  No.  S,  of  the  countiea  of 
Staflbrd,  Prince  William,  Fair&i,  Loudon,  Fatiqaier, 
Cotpeper,  Orange,  Albemarle,  Louiaa,  and  Spolayhnv' 
nia;  No.  8,  of  the  coantiea  of  Goochland,  FliivanBa, 
Amhent,  Badfoid,  PranUin,  Henry,  Patricb,  Pitlaylva- 
lua,  Halifoi,  ChadoUa,  Mecklanborg,  Lnnaaburg,  Na»- 
toway,  Amelia,  Powhatan,  CambM^and,  BiMkiogfaaa^ 
Prince  Edward,  and  CampbeU;  No.  4.  of  the  coonlUa 
of  Princeaa  Anne,  Cbeatarield,  Norfolk,  ble  of  Wight, 
Suaaai,  Biury,  Prince  Gaorga,  Dinwiddle,  Branawiok, 
GreenaviUe,  Soathampton,  Nanaemond,  Accomack,  afiA 
Northampton;  No.  S,  of  Predaiie^,  BttUay,  Hantv- 
duM,  Hardy,  Monongalia,  Ohio,  Hanrlioa,  fcandnlplii 
Pendleton,  Augnata,  Boekingbam,  and  Blienandaahf 
No.  e,  of  the  eonntiea  of  Kockteidga,  Botetmnt,  MetU* 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 
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Edward  Ouimgton  haa  baem  ^pointed 
•  MilMtj  of  one  thouaand  didliin,  and  i 
one  p«i  cant.  Dnuy  Ragidala  baa  Immii  af^Mnnled  in- 
■MctOT  of  mzwtj  No.  1 ;  Edvrard  StvMiu  of  No.  % 
ikajo  CuringtoD  of  No.  S ;  Tboma*  Newton  of  No.  4 
Edward  South  of  No.  S;  Jamea  BrackmridgaofNo-B. 
and  TboniM  Manhal  ol  No.  7.  The  comiMauatioD  fa 
A«ae  officen  ara  to  oadi,  ■  mIut  of  fbor  hODdred  and 
flfW  doUan,  tad  a  commiMiaii  of  one  per  i 

North  Canriina  fbmia  Ato  anrreya.  No.  I,  cMMiati 
of  llw  coDBtiea  of  Wilmington,  Onabw,  New  HanoTer, 
BnuMmek,  BfaAn,  Dnplro,  Amm,  Btehatond,' Moore, 
Cnmboriand,  RobertaBn,  and  Sampaon ;  No.  I,  of  '*' 
conntieaofCarteret,HTde,  Beaufort,  Pitt,  CTaTen,J< 
DoUb,  J<dinBon,  and  Wayne;  No.  S,  oftheoonntieaof 
Cuninick,  Csmbden,  Paa^oiank,  Pei^ntnuna,  Chow- 
u,  Gotee,  Harttbid,  and  Tyirel;  No.  *,  of  Ae  conn- 
ties  of  Northampton,  Maitin,  Halifia,  Naih 
Wairen,  PianUin,  Caiwdl,  Orange,  Itandi 
Tille,  Wake,  and  Cbalhain;  No.  B,  of  the 
MetUenbiurg,  Monlgomtty,  Roan,  Iredel,  Sorry,  Stoke*, 
SoeUngiMm,  Gilfod,  Lincoln,  Rutherfind,  Bnike,  tnd 
Wilkea.  WiUiam  P<dk  haa  been  appointed  a 
and  a  aalaiy  of  eeren  htindied  dollua,  and  i 

Hon  of  one  per  cent,  hare  been  anfoed  him 

penaation.  Jamea  Bead  baa  been  appoinlad  inqieetor 
otwartV]  No.  1 ;  John  DaTea  of  No.  S )  Thomaa  Ben- 
burr  of  No.  8 ;  John  Whilaker  of  No.  4 ;  end  Joaeph 
M'DoweJ,  the  elder,  of  No.  C.  The  compeniation  to 
the  inipedon  of  nirveyi  No*.  I,  S,  and  9,  an  to  eedi 
*  coauntMOU  of  two  pet  cent ;  Ihoee  in^iecton  being 
alao  officert  of  the  cnatoma.  A  aalaiy  of  fbnr  hundred 
and  fif^dollBrB,andao<»nniiHionofoneper  centhaTe 
been  aninied  ai  a  compenfatioD  to  the  inipeeton  of 
mmejn  Noa.  4  and  S,  renwctiTel;. 

Soiitb  CaiDhna  fonna  thiee  aurveta.  No.  1 ,  conaiati 
oi  the  eouitiea  of  Colleton,  Berkley,  Waahioglon,  Marl- 
on, Barthriomew,  Charieeton,  Gramrille,  Hihon,  Lbi- 
'  cota,  Shrewabnry,  Winton,  Orange,  and  Lewirinurgh ; 
No.  S,  of  tbe  conntie*  of  Winyaw,  Willianubiirgb,  Lib- 
er^, Kingaton,  Daribtgton,  Cheatarfield,  MulbatVDgh, 
Glarendan,  Clennrat,  Laneaater,  Keiahaw,  Riddand, 
Fairteld,  Cheater,  and  Yotki  No.  8,  of  tbe  oountiea  of 
Edgefield,  Abbeville,  Newbury,  Laurena,  Union,  Spar- 
tanburg, OreenYillo,  and  Pendleton.  The  dutiaa  of 
iuepedoi  of  anrrey  No.  1,  are  performed  ' 
Tiaor,  Daniel  Sterena,  to  whom  a  aalaiy 
dred  dollara,  and  a  comnuaaian  of  one  per  oent. 
bean  aaeigned  *a  a  eompeiuation.  Benjamin^ 
worth  baa  been  appointed  inapector  of  aunay  No.  % 
and  Sytranna  Walker  of  No.  8.  The  Ctrnpenaation 
aaeigned  to  tbe  inapeetor  of  euTTey  No.  S,  ia  a  aalaiy  of 
three  hundred  douaia,  and  a  eomminion  of  two  per 
cent. ;  to  the  inipeclor  of  aurrey  No.  3,  a  aalaij  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  dollar*,  and  a  bommi 


aaala^offoDT 
aioD  of  one  per 


Gootgia  fiirnu  one  aurvey.  The  ■uperriam',  John 
MUthewa,  officiatea  a*  inapeetor.  The  compenaatiim 
ai«pMd  him  i*  a  aalaiy  of  fire  hundred  dollara,  end  a 

The  eominiaaiOD,  in  each  caae,  ia  computed  upou  the 
nelt  product  of  the  dotiea  on  a{Hrita  diatiUad  within  the 
jnrtidietion  of  the  offieer  to  wham  it  ia  allowed ;  which 
nett  product  ia  determined  by  deducting,  at  eadl  atage 
of  the  compcnsatioD,  all  proceding  chargea. 

With  regard  to  the  poita,  the  fallowing  airmngemente 
have  been  made :  At  tbe  porta  at  which  there  are  both 
a  ctdlector  and  a  eurveyor,  the  latter  haa  been  appointed 
an  inepector;  whete  there  ia  ■  ooUedoi  only,  he  haa 
bean  i^ipcunted ;  and  where  there  i*  a  aurreyor  only,  he  i 


which  neillwr  col- 
lector nor  aunreyor  reaidea,  hare  been  placed  tmdar  the 
inapection  of  the  collector  oi  anrveyor  of  the  diatiiet  t* 
which  they  belong,  aa  llu  one  or  the  other  ia  the  in- 
anctor  of  the  revenue  (br  die  pMt  where  he  reaidea. 
The  dutiea  of  ihaaa  iniqieetot*  are  confined  to  apbil* 
impnted  from  abroad;  ud,  a*  dkoy  bear  an  anak^  to 
tboae  wbidi  they  have  been  accuatoned  to  peifcrm,  no 
compenaation  haa  been  aaaigind..  The  officeia,  diieetod 
by  the  ISth  aection  of  the  law  to  be  appoint^  by  the 
■aperriaon,  have  been  deuam&iated  ctdledoia  of  the 
lerenue.  Their  number  ha*  been  of  ueceanty  left  to 
the  diecretion  of  the  auparviaoi,  with  dieee  genwal  iuti- 
nation*,  that  they  ahould  be,  in  all  caaea,  a*  lew  aa  the 
proper  eiecutioD  of  the  buaineaa  would  petniti  and 
that,  in  regard  to  die  collection  of  the  dutiea  on  atiUa; 
me  fiir  each  county  would  auffiee ;  but  thia-  regulatioii 
neceaaarily  Taiie*  as  the  etilli  are  mora  or  lea*  diipeiaed. 
Where  they  are  much  acattered,  two,  three,  or  mora 
coontiea,  have  been  aaaigned  to  the  aame  peraoo.  liia 
compenaation  to  theae  i^oera  ia  a  commiaaion  on  tho 
collected  1^  each,  of  two  par  cent,  w     ' 


anamg  Bom  anrita  diatilled  ftom  domeatic  materia 
whether  par  g^n  or  by  the  atilL    Thiadiderenoe  w 
dictated  oj  the  dillerent  nature  of  the  buatneaa. 
Taaiacni  Dai-ASTxajiT,  Odobtr  81,  1791. 
By  order  of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Stataa: 
ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Sterttary  of  tKt  TVeoiury. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  papers  thoiein  refer- 

d  to,  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Sthomo,  from  the  committee  appointed 
yesterday  to  consider  the  necessarjr  business  Co  be 
acted  on,  r^orted  as  faUawsi 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  will  be 
proper  for  the  Senate  to  proceed  on  the  following 
bnnnen: 


X  The  determining  the  time  fte  diooeing  tbe  Elect- 
a  of  the  Preaident  tnd  Vice  Pretrideut,  and  the  day  on 
which  they  ahtU  give  their  vote*,  and  pretcribing  tiie 
mode  of  transmitting  the  votea  to  the  aeat  of  Oovolt- 


5.  The  bill  postponed  in  the  Senate,  at  the  last  aea- 
)n,  fat  Mtabbahing  offices  S>r  the  purpose  of  Granting 

Iiand*  within  the  letritoriea  of  the  Uoited  States. 

6.  The  bill,  postptmed  in  like  manner,  concerning 
Coniula  and  Vice  Consul*. 

To  which  report  the  Senate  agreed. 

The  petition  of  William  Hort,  in  behalf  of 
Isabella,  Martha,  and  Mary,  daughters  of  John 
Bush,  late  of  the  s^nd  continental  regiment  ia 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  praying  that  the  ben- 
efits of  the  resolutions  of  Congt«ss,  of  15th  May, 
1778,  end  S4th  August,  17S0,  may  h%  extended  to 
them,  for  the  reasons  mentioned  m  the  petition. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Izau>,  Morroi,   and 


HI8T0RY  OF  CONGRE88. 


NO*SMBBH,  1791.] 


Procetdirtga. 


Sbmatb. 


LAnODON,  be  a  ctmunittee  to  take  into  considera- 
tion  the  subject  relative  to  Weights  and  Measares, 
and  report  tDeir  opinioa  thereon. 

Ordend,  That  Messrs.  RtrraKiiraRD,  Sbbb- 
■UN,  and  BcBR,  be  a  eomnuttee  to  report  a  bill 
determining  the  time  of  choosing  the  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  the  day  in  which 
ibev  shall  gire  their  voles,  uid  ptescribins  the 
mode  of  transmitting  the  votes  to  the  seat  of  Oo- 
veniment. 

Ordend,  That  Messrs.  Hbnrt,  Stbohq,  and 
If  OMBOE,  be  a  committee  to  report «  bill  providins 
compensation  for  the  officers  of  the  Judicial 
Courto  of  the  United  States,  and  for  jurors  and 


Ordendi,  That  Messrs.  Kino,  Pobteb,  HotHos, 
Stroho,  and  Butlbb,  be  a  committee  to  report  9. 
bill  for  esUbli^iing  t^es  for  the  purpose  of  Oranl- 
ing  Lands  within  the  territories  of  the  United 
States. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Morbis,  Cabot,  and 
EixewoRTB,  be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  con- 
cerning Conauls  and  Vice  Consols. 

On&Ttd,  That  Messrs.  Bdrb,  Botleb.  and  Ro- 
BufsoN,  be  a  committee  to  revise  the  Rules,  and 
report  such  alterations  and  additions  as  may  be 
necessary. 


Wbdhesdat,  November  3. 

The  petition  of  the  distillers  of  the  city  of  New 

York  w«s  read,  praying  for  such  alteration  as  may 

be  thought  eipeaienl  in  the  act  repealing,  after  the 


last  day  of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid 
npoD  distilled  spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and 
laying  others  in  their  stead;  and  also  upon  i^irits 
disUUed  within  the  United  States,  and  for  appro- 
priating the  same. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

The  memorial  of  James  Sinkler,  prayine  to  be 
enabled  to  fund  certain  indents,  in  lieu  of  those 
destroyed  br  fire,  was  read,  arid  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  petition  of  John  Mangnall,  for  compensa- 
tion for  certain  losses  sustained  in  the  sea  service 
daring  tbe  late  war,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


Tburbdat,  November  3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  me  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  pessed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
granting  fnrtber  time  for  making  return  of  the 
euomeration  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  district  of 
South  Carolina,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  abovementioned  bill  was  read  the  first  time, 
as  follows: 

Be  it  tnatUd  by  the  SenaUand  Hoate  e; 
aUta  of  the  Da^ed  Statu  of  America  i 
ammbted,  TbatitibaUbe  Uwftdfelhsra 


district  of  BonA  Carolina  t«  ooni^«t«  snd  make  ratmn 
of  the  eDmoeratioD  of  tho  inhabitants  of  the  nid  dirtiiot 
to  the  Presideiit  of^lie  United  Ststes.  in  Ae  fbrm  stid 
Bumnei  vnecribd  bjr  tb*  act,  wititled  "  An  s«t  prorid- 
ing  for  the  ennineialion  of  tbe  inbabilanta  of  the  United 
Statoi,"  at  any  time  on  in  before  the  first  day  of  HarA 
;  any  thing  in  the  eaid  redted  sot  to  the  contoaty 


And  be  HJMher  enacted.  That  tbe  manhal  of  the 
said  dtstrict  ahall  be  exDnersted  of  and  &tim  all  panaltie* 
■nd  forfeitures  to  which  he  became  lisbla  for  not  making 
the  said  returns  to  the  Prendent  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed bj  the  act  sibiesaid. 

Ordered,  Titat  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  peUtion  of  John  MangnaU, 
be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Fbibay,  November  4. 

Btbphbn  R.  Bradlbt,  fl^nn  the  State  of  Ver- 

m<»it.  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  and  totA 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  for  granting  further  time  for  makine  re- 
turn of  the  enumeration  of  the  iobabitants  ot  the 
district  of  South  Carolina: 

The  bill  was  amended,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"recited,"  at  the  end  of  tbe  first  section,  and  also  - 
the  second  section  of  the  biU. 

The  rule  being  dispensed  with,  the  bill  was  then 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  c(»- 
ciurence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
amendments  to  this  bill. 

The  petition  of  Charles  Colville,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  was  read,  praving  to  have  a  sum  of 
money  reimbnraed  his  brotAers,  who  are  in  ad- 
vance thereof,  to  redeem  him  mnn  captivity  at 
Algiers,  and  tor  allowance  for  his  expenses  and 
sufferings. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bdtler^  LANonoH,  Mobbis,  Kino,  and  Strorq, 
to  consider  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  all  coromunicatiom  made  to 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  the  American  pri- 
soaers  at  Algiers,  and  now  on  file  in  the  Se- 
cretary's office,  be  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee, and  that  they  be  instructed  to  report  gen* 
enuly  thereon. 


Monday,  November  7. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  class  the  Senators 
from  the  State  of  Vermont  in  conformity  to  the 
resolution  of  the  14ih  of  May,  1789,  and  as  the 
Constitution  requires.    Whereupon, 

No.  3  and  a  blank  were,  by  the  Secreta^,  pnt 
into  the  box,  when  Mr.  Robinsoh  drew  the  Dlank^ 
and  Mr,  Bbaplbt  drew  No.  3;  Mr.  Bbadlbt  is 
accordingly  of  the  class  whose  seats  will  be  va- 
cated in  the  Senate  at  the  expiration  <^  four  yean 
from  Blarch,  1791. 
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Tlte  numbei's  1  and  3  wen  then  p«t  into  Uie 
bos.  when  Mr-  Robinsok  drew  No.  1,  who  is  &Cr 
eordin^y  of  the  dus  whose  sewa  will  be  vacated 
in  the  Senate  at  the  equation  of  six  jetn  ffom 
Maicfa,  1791. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  RepresHitatiTca 
iniiMmed  the  Senate,  that  the  Hoaf«  of  Repre«eni- 
atives  have  aOTeed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bul  granting  further  time  for  making 
return  of  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  in 
the  district  of  South  Carolina;  and  they  have  or- 
dered that  a  committee  be  appointed,  jointly, 
with  such  committee  as  may  he  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  t^aaotied 
bUU. 

The  Senate  UxA  into  craisideraiion  the  order  of 
the  House  of  RepresentativM,  a^mntiikg  a  joint 
Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  and  it  was  agreed 
to;  and,  ordered,  thai  Mr.  Rdtberfurd  be  oT  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

OnUred,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  RepreseotativeB  with  the  a^fieement  of  the  Se- 
nate, to  the  avpointmenl  of  a  joint  committee  for 
the  purpose  abaTemenlioned. 

The  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
was  read,  as  follows: 
n*  Vice  Pmident  of  the  Unitad  States  and  President 

of  the  Senate,  the  Chief  JuMtea,  die  Becretaij  of 

State,  the  Secretwrof  tiMTTeaanrjiSndthe  Attorney 

0«D««J,  icapeetlUly  report  to  the  Congrsw  of  ths 

United  States  of  America : 


da;  of  Aa|wt  laM,  and  •everall;  ^prored  hj  the  Pi»- 
ai&Ot  of  the  United  States,  tb^haia  caused  parehaws 
«t  the  said  debt  to  be  mads,  thsawfh  Oe  agency,  nspeet- 
mtj,  of  Saaiael  Mnedidi,  TnasntBr  al  the  UniMd 
BMtes,  William  Seton,  Cubim  of  the  Bank  of  New 
York,  BeMuain  Linoola,  CoUector  of  the  district  af 
Boston  and  Chartestown,  and  William  Heth,  Collector 
oi  the  diatrict  of  Bennuda  Huodrad,  to  the  aaurant  of 
(ii|ht  hundred  flftf-lwo  thooaand  six  hundred  saTenty* 
ieien  dollars  and  bi^-eix  oeals,  and  for  which  there 
Imtb  been  paid  fire  hnndred  forty-^ighl  tltoniand  nine 
hundred  twenty-fonr  dollars  and  fourteen  cents,  in  specie ; 
as  win  mare  paiticulailj  appear  by  the  several  docu- 
ments No.  I  to  B,  herevritb  snbmitted  as  a  part  of  this 
report,  ahd  which  specify  the  places  where,  tha  times 
when,  the  prieca  at  which,  and  the  persona  of  whom,  the 
•aid  purduaes  have  been  made. 

That,  though  the  stalamenia  of  William  Baton  and 
Benjamin  Lincoln  have  not  yet  passod  throogh  the 
forms  of  a  settlement,  it  appears,  by  the  docnment  No. 
8,  being  a  certified  ttaosciipt  from  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,  that  the  amount  oftheito(^,  by  Iham  respect- 
ively reported  to  have  been  purchased,  has  been  duly 
IransfeiTed  to  the  said  books. 

That  the  purchases  now,  and  heretofore  repeated, 
amount  in  the  whole  to  one  million  one  hundred  thirty- 
one  thousand  three  hnndred  six^-four  ddlals,  and 
•eventy-aii  cents,  for  which  there  have  been  paid  six 
hundred  ninety-nine  thousand  one  hundrad  siily-three 
doUaia,  and  thirty-aigjit  cents  in  speciB. 
Signed  in  behalf  of  lbs  Board : 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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TnasDAY,  November  8. 
No  business  appears  to  have  been  done  in  die 
Senate  to-dav,  except  the  receiving  and  signing 
engrossed  billa. 

WEDREBoaT,  November  9. 
OuTSB  EixavoRTH,  from  the  State  of  Cott- 
nacticu^  attended,  lutd  took  ipa  aeax. 
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Ordered,  Thst  MsMn.  Fbw,  Stsoho,  wbA  Bdt- 
I,  be  a  eontmiitee  to  report  ft  bill  authorizing 
"     Mrtrollei  of  the  Tn  ""'      ' 

/Joseph  PanniU. 

TBUBeDAY,  November  10. 
Jameh  Qdmh,  from  the  Stale  of  Qeo^u,  ftttead- 
ediuid  took  his  seat. 

The  followiDg  Message  was  raceired  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
OtaOanat  »f  tie  ScMfe,  and 
itftbeOoiMof  '•  - 

nqoMtinf  the  Prendenl  of  th«  United  Suim  to 
•n  T*'""*''  to  ba  bid  ba&uw  Oaagma,-»X  0i<ii 
nwion,  of  tha  quantity  uid  atoalion  (tf  t^  lindi  not 
•lumed  bj  the  Indiana,  not  gnnted  to,  nei  ciaimed  bg, 
tnj  of  the  fitiiffn*  of  the  United  Suua,  within  iLe  to- 
ntoiy  oaded  lo  lb*  United  BtaUa  bj  the  State  of  Noith 
Cuotiiu,  uid  within  the  temtoiy  of  tlw  United  Statw 
Voclhweat  of  the  livei  Ohio,  hu  )>ean  nterred  lo  the 
ileiieliij  of  Slete ;  ■  eopj  of  whoae  nqMwt  m  thU  aub- 

al  aam  l*;.b«^re  you,  tog«thu  tiUb  tba  oiq^  of  a 
t  MouniiaayiiiK  it. 

G.  WA8HI»GT0N. 
,UKtTkD  St^tm,  Novembet  ID,  1791. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  lealt,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  letter  from  Captain  O'Srien,  respecting  the 
American  prisoners  at  Algiers,  was  readj  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  committee  apwiiated 
on  the  4th  of  Norember  on  the  petition  of  Uhailei 
Colville,  and  to  whom  were  also  referred  the  pa- 
aera  respectiBg  (he  pcisonwa,  citizen*  of  the  United 
atMM,  at  Algiai*.  . 

Fhidav,  November  II. 

iSx.  Few,  from  the  committee  appointed  fur 
that  purpose,  reputed  a  bill  to  cnpow«  the 
Compuoiler  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  ae- 
connts  of  Jos^h  Paimill. 

Ordertd,  That  this  report  lie  for  consideration. 

MoNDAT,  November  14. 


n  of  the  Smatt,  and 
of  the  Hoiite  of  B^tramtativa  .- 
I  have  received  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  a  Rcao- 
blbn  of  the  General  AaaemUT  rf  that  Commonwealth, 
latibing  the  flnt  utide  of  tlu  sinendmenta  propoaed 
I9  Congnaa  to  the  CoMtitutiao  of  the  Ualtml  Stetea. 
A  copy  of  which,  and  of  dui  letter  accompanying  it,  I 
now  lay  be£>re  yon. 


Miami,  having  been 
eommmiicated  lo  me,  I  have  Ihonght  it  proper  lo  ^y 
tte  aame  before  yon,  bt  your  inibnnation  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

O.  WAIMOTOTON. 
DnraD  Statu,  November  11,  1791. 
The  Resolution  of  the  Slate  of  Vicgintt,  t«fu- 
red  to  in  the  Ueasage,  ia  as  foUom: 


lir  loa  Honai  or  DiLteiTaa, 

Tuaday,  Oeiobtr  25,  IT91. 

Sttohed,  That  the  fint  article  of  the  amendmenla 
jBopoaod  by  Congreaa  to  the  Conatitutioa  of  ths  United 
Statea  be  ratified  b;  tiki*  CiHnmonwaalth. 

Tnt,        CHARLES  HAT,  C.  H.  D. 

SaBtmbtr  8,  ll&l— Agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

H.  BROOKE,  C.  B. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read;  and.ot<leted 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  Charles  Hateley  have  leave  lo 
withdraw  bis  petitions. 

The  petitionof  Alexander  Anderson,  and  others, 
in  behalfof  the  distillers  of  Philadelphia,  was  read, 
{Kaying  for  svch  amendments  as  may  be  judged 
expedient  lo  the  act  repealing,  after  the  leel  iaf 
of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  dis- 
tilled spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying 
others  id  their  stead;  and  also  upon  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropri- 
ating the  same. 

Ordered,  That  this  peti^on  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  empower  the  CkasptroUer  of  At 
Treasniy  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Joaepb  PanniU, 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  re^rt  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the 
petition  of  John  Maugaali,  was  read;  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MoBBte,  from  the  committee  appointed  for 
that  pvrpoee.  repotted  a  tnll  respecting  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls,  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  pass  to  the  aecond  reading. 

Tdbbbat,  November  16. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  for  aBthorinng  .the  Comptrfdler  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  the  accoimis  of  Joseph  Fannill. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
BoBB,  WmoATB,  and  SHEauAH,  lo  examine  into 
the  state  ^  facts,  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  respecting  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  and, 
after  pn^ress,  the  further  consideration  there«M 
was  postponed. 

Mr.  RoTBEHFono,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed the  first  instant  fur  that  purpose,  reported  a  bill 
to  determine  the  time  of  choosing  Klectots  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  the  hilt  wa> 
read  the  Grst  time. 

Ordertd,  That  this  bill  imss  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  that,  in  ibe  mean  time,  it  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

WBDNBeoAT,  November  16. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 

bill  concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  and  or> 

dered  that  it  Ik  committed  to  Messrs.  Bubh,  £Lt.a- 


Tbdbbdat,  November  17. 

The  Seitate  proceeded  to  the  secoiid  reading  of 

the  bill  to  dWenaiiw  the  time  of  choosing  Bwot* 
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on  of  Pretident  and  Vice  Pterident;  and,  after 
ftogreas,  the  lurther  coiuideration  thereof  WM 
poMponed  until  lo-monow. 

Fbiday,  November  18. 

A  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Swtes 
of  this  date,  with  his  account  of  payments  and  re- 
ceipts in  indents  of  interest  to  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1791{  trete  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 
■ideration. 

A  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Oener^  As- 
sembly of  the  French  colonv  of  St.  Dominso, 
explajjiing  the  reasons  of  tike  fate  embargo  on  tne 
American  shipping  at  that  island,  &c~  was  read; 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Represent- 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  to  determine  the  time  forchoosinf  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President,  and,  alter  agree- 
ing to  sundry  amendments,  Ordered,  that  it  be  re- 
committed, and  that  Messrs.  King  and  Boti.bb  be 
ftdded  to  dte  committee. 

A  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
this  date,  together  with  a  Return  of  the  Imports  of 
the  United  Slates,  was  read;  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  coDsideraiion. 

Monday,  November  21. 
The  Senate  assembled,  but  the  committees  not 
being  ready  to  report,  no  business  was  done. 

TuBSDAT,  NoTember  2S. 
Mr.  RnTHGRFDsn,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  determine  the  time  of 
choosing  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
repOTtefl  seTeral  amendments,  which  were  agreea 
to,  and  the  furdier  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed. 

Weoiteboay,  Norember  S3. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  for  determining  the  time  of  choosins  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States; 

Orahtd,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted,  and 
that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  report  a 
clause,  "'■^'"g  provision  for  the  administration 
of  Government,  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices 
of  President  and  Vice  President. 

Thdrbday,  November  24. 

A  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  read,  with  an  estimate  ezhlbitiiw  the  value 
at  the  several  places  of  shipment  of  all  foreign 
soods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30lh 
day  of  September,  1790,  conformably  to  the  order 
of  the  Senate  of  the  16ih  of  Pebroaiy,  1791. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  pL.-_ 
ance  of  the  order  of  the  Senate,  on  the  petitions  of 
Bernard  Elliot,  Samuel  Wise,  Beigamin  Huger, 


John  Bush,  Charles  Motte,  and  Richard  Shubrick, 


sentatives  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  ■ 
apportioning  Representatives  among  the  people 
of  the  .several  States,  according  to  the  first  enu- 
meration;" in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  as  follows: 
An  Act  ippoitioninK  KepntentttiTes  laioiig  the  people 

of  the  asvcnl  Btstca,  seoordini  to  ths  fint  enui>iBr»> 

Be  it  maebd  hv  Ike  Benatt  and  Moat  of  RV>w 
imtativtt  of  the  Vnittd  SbOm  of  Amerita  in  (km- 
grcM  aitembled.  That,  from  and  sAer  tb«  Sd  day  of 
Much,  1703,  and.  nnlil  olherwiM  pnmdad  tat  bf  law, 
^nMAj  to  the  Conrtitution  of  the  United  Stalea,  dw 
Hcnue  i^  ReprMentatiTM  shiU  be  auapcmti  of  msmbm 
who  ihiU  hiTe  been  choMn  by  the  people  of  lb*  Mveral 
States,  in  Ae  proportion  of  one  RepreaentstiTn  (or  evaij 
thirty  thoniuid  panons,  eomputed  aocordiDg  to  the  mhl 
ribed  by  the  Cangrtitulloa  of  th«  United  States : 
is  lo  ny,  from  the  Stale  of  New  Hsmpahire  km 
memben,  the  Stale  of  MswchnseWs  Ulteen,  the  Stala 
of  Coonecticnt  seven,  the  State  of  Rbodo  Island  two,  tha 
Stale  of  Vermont  two,  the  Stale  of  New  York  deven, 
the  Suie  of  New  Jeren  fiye,  the  State  of  PennnlTuuB 
bnrteen,  the  Sute  of  Bebwue  one,  the  Stale  of  Maiy- 
l*nd  nine,  the  State  of  Virginia  twentv-one,  the  State 
of  Kentucky  two,  the  Stale  of  Nmlh  Cendina  eleroi, 
id  the  Stale  of  Geor^a  two  members. 
Bic,  3.  And  be  itjmlher  enaeUd,  That  the  President 
of  the  United  Stataa,  sa  soon  u  the  Marshal  of  the  Stat* 
of  Bonth  Candlna  shaU  haTe  transmitted  to  Ma  retama 
pDrmant  to  die  prorision*  hj  law  for  an  enunieTation 
of  the  inbabituili  of  Ae  United  States,  duU  cause  tha 
EiaentiTe  of  the  said  Stale  to  be  notified  of  the  uomber 
of  Reiiresentatives  bi  be  elected  within  the  nid  Stale, 
Bcoording  to  the  proportion  kforeeaid. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

FmnaY,  November  85. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  t»ll,  entitled  "An  act  apportioning  Representa- 
tives among  the  people  of  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  first  enumeration;"  and,  after 
debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 

The  petition  of  William  W.  Smith,  for  himadf) 
and  as  administrator  of  Qilben  Tenant,  and  on 
behalf  of  George  Hunter,  attorney  to  Joseph 
Baker,  was  read7  {Haying  for  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain balances  due  to  the  surgeons  in  the  general 
hospital  durins  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

Monday,  November  28. 

A  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 

the  26th,  with  a  return  of  the  tonnaf^  of  all  tha 

TeMcls  employed  in  the  import,  coasting,  and  fiab- 
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ing  trades,  orthe  United  States,  fbr  one  Tear,  end- 
ing the  30lh  of  September,  1790,  iras  communi- 

Ordertd,  That  the  letteT  and  retara  lie  for  con- 
*idenlion. 

Mr.  Bdrr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
■oliB,  reported  amendments,  which  being  agreed  to, 
the  bin  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  apportioning  Repre- 
•eoUtiTes  uDong  the  people  of  toe  several  States, 
according  to  the  first  enumeration,"  was  taken  upi 
and  ordwed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  «f  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RDTBBRrDBo,  from  the  coyunittee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  ImII,  to  determine  the  time  of 
choosing  Bl»cton  of  President  and  Vice  Freudent 
of  the  tJnited  States,  reported  amendments,  which 
were  read ;  and,  Oraend,  that  the  bill,  as  proposed 
to  be  amended,  be  printed. 

Tdbbdat,  Norember  29. 

The  Senate  proceeded  lo  the  thir4  reading  of 
the  bill  concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Consols ;  and, 
after  agreeing'to  sundiy  amendments, 

Retolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  concerning  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls;"  that  it  be  engrossed,  and  that  the  Secre- 
tarjf  carry  it  to  the  House  of  Repres-"""' ■■ 


An  Act  concemiiif  Coimls  and  Viee  Cotuob. 
For  canTing  inU  Adl  eflbct  &e  Comentiiin  between 
his  M(Mt  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  Btalai  <rf 
America,  enteral  inta  br  thepnipoM  ofdeflikingand 
eatablistung  the  (onctiaiw  and  piivilegea  of  their  te- 
■pectiTe  Connils  and  Vice  Consuls — 
Be  it  maeUd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rme- 
taUaHetM  of  fhe  Untied  Slatti  of  Amenta  m  Con- 
gre**  aueniled.  That  where,  in  the  seventh  artielB  of 
&e  said  Convention,  it  is  agned  that  nhen  there  shall 
be  no  consul  or  vice  cannil  of  the  Most  Christian  King, 
Id  mttend  to  the  saving  of  the  vrreck  of  uiy  French  'ea- 
sel stranded  on  the  cossU  of  the  United  Stales,  or  that 
Ibe  midence  of  the  said  consul  or  vice  eonsol  (he  not 
being  at  the  [dace  at  the  wreck)  shall  be  more  distant 
ftom  the  said  plaee  than  that  of  the  conq>etent  judge  of 
(he  c«nntry,  the  latter  shall  unmediately  proceed  to  per- 
farm  llu  office  thersin  preaerUMd;  the  district  judge  «f 
the  United  States  of  the  district  in  which  sui^  wreck 
dull  haf^ian,  shall  proceed  therein  «coerding  to  the  tenoi 
of  ibe  eud  Bitide.    The  district  jndgea  of  the  United 
Slaitss  shall  also,  within  thair  reqnctive  disOicts,  be  th* 
competent  judges  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  ninth 
artiele  of  the  said  Convention,  uid  it  ihall  be  ineumbenl 


I,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  said  article. 

And  where,  by  u  j  article  of  the  said  Conventian,  the 
consuls  and  vice  cocDnik  of  his  Most  Christian  Majes^ 
aie  entitled  la  the  aid  of  the  competent  eiecntive  officen 
of  the  country,  in  the  execntloa  of  any  precept,  the 
BaiAalsofthe  Untied  States,  and  their  deputies,  shall, 
wiUun  tluu  reqieetive  districts,  be  the  competent  offi- 
cers, and  shall  give  thur  sid  aoooiding  to  the  tenor  of 


And  iriieMwer  ei 


%  of  the  United  States  tie  by  lav  nude. 

And,  for  the  dtieetion  of  dw  eanaala  and  vice  consuls 
of  the  United  States,  in  certain  oases, 

Ban.%.Beii  enacted  by  lit  Md/Uniyi^breitdd,  That 
they  diall  have  right  in  the  ports  or  places  to  nhidi  th^ 
are  or  may  be  severally  appointed,  of  receiving  the  pro* 
teats  or  dedarsIiaQs,  which  BUch  csptsins,  mssten,  crew^ 
masengen,  and  marchanti,  as  are  citiseni  of  the  United 
Dtalsa,  may  respectively  choose  to  make  there ;  and  the 
copies  of  tiM  said  acts,  duly  authenticated  1^  the  said 
eoosnJ*  or  vioa  oonsnK  under  the  eeal  of  thni  conan- 
lales,  respectivsly,  shsll  receive  bith  in  law  equally  aa 
their  origUMls  would  in  sU  oonits  in  the  United  Stalea. 


States,  who  shall  dia  vi 
their  eonanlale,  leaving  there  no  t^sl  lepresentativa, 

care  of  his  efiecis  ;  they  diaU  inventory  the  same,  with 
the  assistBiice  of  tivo  merchants  of  the  United  Statea, 
or,  br  want  of  them,  of  any  otbsrs  at  their  choice ;  shall 
collect  the  debts  due  to  Ute  deceased,  in  the  conntiT 
where  he  died,  and  pay  the  debts  due  from  hia  estate, 
which  he  shall  have  there  contracted ;  shall  sell,  at  auc- 
tion, after  reasonable  public  notice,  such  part  of  the  estate 
aa  shall  be  af  a  perishable  nature,  and  aucb  further  part, 
if  any,  ss  Aall  be  nnPMsery  for  the  payment  of  his  debt^ 
and  at  the  eipiiBtion  of  one  rear  iTMn  his  decease,  the 
leeidne ;  and  the  balanee  of  the  estate  they  shall  trans- 
mit to  the  Tresanry  of  the  United  States,  to  b«  huMen 
in  trust  for  the  legal  claimants.  Bnt  il,  at  any  time  be- 
fore such  transTiiiaaion,  the  legal  repreaentative  of  the 
deceased  shall  appear  and  demand  his  efleets  in  their 
handa,  they  ahall  dslivei  them  op,  being  paid  than  bem, 
and  ahall  cease  their  proceedinga. 

For  the  infMmalion  of  the  rqnesentalive  erf  the  de- 
ceased, it  shall  be  the  duty  a£  Aa  eoneol  or  vice  consul, 
aalhoiiied  to  proceed  as  sftesaaid  in  the  settlement  of 
his  Bslale,  immediately  to  notify  his  death  in  one  of  the 
gaaettea  published  ui  the  consulate,  and  slso  to  the  Se- 
cretary <rf  State,  that  the  same  maj  be  notified  in  the 
State  to  which  the  deceased  shall  belong;  md  he  shall 
slso,  as  soon  aa  may  be,  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  an  inventory  of  the  efiects  of  the  deceased,  taken 
as  before  directed. 

Sac.  8.  Jni^ieiJAirtAcr  cnccftt^  That  the  said  ooo- 
snls  and  vice  consuls,  in  cases  where  ainpe  oi  vessels 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  atnnded  on  the  coasts  of 
their  consulates,  respectively,  shall,  as  &r  aa  the  laws 


an  inventory  or  invanloiiea  tfacseof;  and  the  m 

dise  and  eSsets  saved,  with  the  inventorr  or  inventories 
thereof  taken  as  sforessid,  shall,  after  deducting  tbsi^ 
from  the  sxpenae,  be  delivered  to  the  owner  et  owncni 
Provided,  That  no  eonsul  or  vice  consul  ahall  have  au- 
tboiity  to  take  posssssrnn  of  any  such  goods,  wares, 
merchandise,  or  other  proper^,  when  tba  master,  owner, 
or  consignee  thereof  b  present  or  capable  of  taking  poe- 
seasioo  of  the  laiae. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  fitrther  tnaeUd,  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawlhl  for  every  consnl  and  vice  consul  of  the 
United  State*  to  take  and  receive  the  following  foes  of 
office,  §ttt  (he  sarvices  ho  shall  have  peilbrmed : 


»s 
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and  fintOly  Mttling  and  p«r^>fl>  or  (nanniMinf ,  w  »iM— 
■Mid,  the  iMkinv  dua  on  Iha  penmul  aHBte  left  17  any 
aitken  of  the  Uiiilsd  ^tata,  mha  ahtU  die  vithin  Ae 
UmiU  or  hii  cortnilate,  ftre  par  caDtam  on  tha  groM 

For  taking  into  poouanon,  and  otbtrwhe  prnriwdtiig 
on,  atrj  nch  aitale  nhich  ihtll  be  daliTend  otbt  M  (Im 
legal  rapMieiitatiie  befot*  a  bial  wtllement  of  the  laiiie, 
M  is  heninbefom  directed,  Mo  and  a  half  jmt  tentvm 
m  aueb  pert  delnered  vrer  u  ahall  not  be  bi  maiMr, 
and  fl«e  per  emtur*  on  the  groai  amsmt  of  the  reaidm. 

And  it  (faull  be  the  duty  of  the  ooiMoIi  and  vice  cdD' 
mOe  of  the  Unilwl  States  to  give  reoeipta  fi»  all  faee 
wMoh  thf7  ahalf  receire  t^  virtm  of  Itai  act,  eiprew- 
ing  the  paiticDlar  aerTtMa  tor  whidi  A«j  are  paid. 

81C.  6.  And  bt  UfitrtherautUd,  That,  in  caM  it  ba 
fmmi  naeeaatiy  fin  the  intaraat  irf  die  United  Statta^ 
that  a  conaul  or  oon«ul*  be  appointed  to  rende  oa  the 
eoaA  of  Barbarr,  tile  Pnrfdent  be  anthoriied  to  allow 
an  BBDnal  uiarj,  not  exceeding  t>n>  Ihotuand  dotlan, 
to  eadi  peraon  m>  to  be  aj^xnnted :  Prowitkd,  Tlml  nich 
ailary  be  not  aUowed  to  moTe  than  one  oonnil  for  anj 
one  of  the  States  on  the  said  coast. 


lioD  of  their  bnuta,  or  if  already  in  the  ezeenlion  of  the 
■ane,  within  one  year  from  the  paiaing  of  Aii  act  or 
if  recent  in  Aaia,  within  two  yean,  giro  bond,  with 
aneh  roretiee  as  (hall  be  appro*ed  I^  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  ■  nun  of  not  leei  than  two  thoimnd,  nor  more 
ttian  ten  thoueand  dollan,  conditioned  for  die  true  and 
Aodlfhl  discha/ge  of  the  dutiesof  his  ofHce  according  to 
law  ;  and  alio  for  truly  accoanlilig  6u  aH  moneya,  foodo, 
and  eflecta,  whitA  may  come  into  his  possession  by  vir- 
tne  of  this  act,  and  the  said  bond  shall  be  lodged  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Trearary. 

81C.  7.  And  bt  it  farlhr-  tnacled,  Tliat,  to  prevent 
the  marinen  and  seunen  employed  in  TcaMls  belonging 
to  dUiena  of  the  United  StaUa,  in  casee  of  shipwreck, 
di^eaa,  or  captrrity,  from  smflering  in  foreign  ports,  it 
ahall  be  the  duty  of  the  conmds  tmd  *ice  connils,  re- 
tpeOhtij,  &oin  tune  to  time,  tji  provide  (br  them  in  the 
tn«t  reaeDnable  manner,  at  the  eipenae  of  Ae  United 
StaMa,  anbject  to  such  instmctiona  aa  the  Secretaiy  of 
Stale  shall  gire,  and  not  aioeeding  an  allowance  of 
twdre  ceniB  1«  a  man  per  diem ;  and  all  masters  and 
commanders  of  Teasela  beloi^;ing  to  eititene  of  the  United 
States,  and  bound  to  some  port  of  the  same,  ua  hereby 
required  and  enjoined  to  take  such  muriners  at  seamen 
on  board  of  then  ritlpa  or  venels,  at  the  request  of  Vta 
said  consuls  01  Tice  consuls,  iespecli»elj,  and  to  trans- 
port them  to  the  port  in  the  United  States  to  which  such 
ships  or  tBHeb  may  be  bovnd,  free  of  cost  or  diarge ; 
but  that  the  said  mariRers  <rt  scainen  shall,  if  able,  be 
bound  Id  do  duty  on  board  inch  shijM  or  Tesseli,  accord- 
ing to  their  several  BblHtiea :  Promded,  That  ne  master 
or  captain  of  tnj  ship  or  Teasel  ^laH  be  oMigod  to  take 
a  grevtcr  nomber  dien  two  men  to  every  one  hundred 
tmii  bnrtheo  of  said  ship  or  veael,  on  any  one  voyage : 
and  if  any  such  captain  or  muter  shall  refuse  the  same, 
on  the  reqneit  or  order  of  the  consul  or  vice  niniul,  such 


conred  Sir  the  benefit  «f  the  United  Btaiea,  by  dte  mM 


mpel 


It  jonadiction. 


nanyo. 


:c.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  dtiiene  of 
tiM  United  States  appoinled  to  reside  in  foreign  porta 
and  places  aa  consuls  or  vice  consuls  of  the  United  Statea, 
dull  be  enabled  to  own  any  ships  or  veeials  in  their  own 
ttamaa,  raapectiTely,  or  in  partnership  with  any  other 
dtiien  or  dtiiens  of  the  United  Statea  residing  vriOiin 
die  said  Btates,  and  be  entitled  to  all  the  privil^ea  and 
advantages  in  regard  to  such  ships  or  vessels,  as  if  sudl 
consuls  or  vice  consuls,  owning  said  ships  or  vnaela, 
actually  resided  within  any  port  or  jriace  within  the 
United  States ;  any  law  to  the  contrary  netwidwlanding. 
Sac.  a.  And  be  it  farther  enmnted.  Thai  where  a  Ate 
vessel  behnging  U  dtiMM  of  the  United  States  la 


•old  in  a  fomgn  port  or  place,  the  n 
erew  are  liable  by  their  con  tract,  or  do  consent  to  be  di^ 
diarged  there,  ^all  eend  them  back  to  the  State  where 
&ey  entered  ou  board,  or  liimiih  thom  with  meana  auf- 
Bdent  for  their  return,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  consul 
or  vice  consul  of  the  United  States  having  jorisdictiaa 
of  the  port  or  place.  And  in  ease  of  the  maater's  re- 
fitasl,  the  said  eonsnl  or  noe  consul  may  (if  the  laws  of 
the  land  penait  it)  causa  his  ship,  goods,  and  penon,  to 
be  arrested  and  held  until  he  shall  comply  with  his  duly 
herein. 

Sic.  10.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  spedfi- 
cation  of  certain  powers  and  dntiea  in  this  act,  to  be  ei> 
ercised  or  pnfbrmed  by  the  consuls  and  vice  consuls  (f 
the  United  States,  ah^  not  be  construed  to  the  eiclu- 
sion  of  otbors  resulting  from  the  nature  of  Aeir  appoinfr- 
ments,  or  any  treaty  or  convention  onder  which  they 

The  Senate  proceeded  is  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  lodetennioettietimeof  choosiusBlecton 
of  Preaidmt  atid  Vice  Presittent,  and,  aner  agree- 
ing to  sand  ry  amendments, 

Orderrd,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  readiiu;  of 
the  bill  soil  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An*  act  apportionins 
Hepreseatatives  among  the  people  of  tne  aeTeral 
States,  aeoording  to  the  first  enameration^'  and, 
after  debate,  the  Airther  consideration  thereof  waa 
postponed. 

The  petition  of  John  Arthur  and  other?,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  distUlera  of  Gknera  spirits, 
was  read,  in  which  they  pray  for  such  alterations 
in  the  mode  of  coUeclipg  the  eicbe  on  that  arti- 


WsnttEaniT,  Norember  30. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  to  determine  (he  time  of  choosii^Glectora 
of  President  and  Vice  President,  and,  after  agree- 
ingto  amend  the  same^ 

Jteaolved,  That  this  bill  pMs;  that  the  title  thereof 
be  "  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Statea,  and  d»- 
claring  the  officer  who  shall  act  ia  President  in 
case  m  raeancies  in  the  offices  both  of  PresideBt 
and  Vice  President;"  that  the  bill  be  engroasu^ 
and  ritat  the  Secretary  detire  the  eoncunesce  ol 
the  House  of  RepresAitatiVes  therein. 

The  engroned  bill  U  as  follows: 
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dw  office*  both  of  PiMident  uid  Vka  I*nBdent 
Bt  it  amaed  by  the  Senate  and  Hook  ^  Bepre- 
aeiOMta  of  the  United  Statet  if  America  in  Con- 
grtf  ateeinbkd.  That,  except  in  cue  of  in  dndionofa 
Fnaident  uid  Vien  Pnindmt  of  the  United  Btatee,  prior 
t»  ihe  ordinaiy  period,  u  hEreinMfler  ipedfled,  Glecton 
•IwH  be  sppoioted  in  each  State,  far  the  ateetiBP  of  a 
Pneident  and  Vice  Preeident  of  the  United  Stataa,  with- 
in Ihiity-fouT  day*  preceding  the  fint  Wedneedav  in  De~ 
camber,  1793,  and  within  thiity-fanr  dayi  preceding  the 
fint  Wedneeda;  in  Decomber  in  evaiT  fonrth  jear  nic- 
ceeding  the  lait  deetion. 

Sec.  2.  jlrMf&etf  AirfAa-enaii^ThatlheBleetota 
■hall  meet  and  give  theii  votes  on  the  said  fyn  Wednes- 
day in  December,  at  aiich  place  in  each  State  a*  ihall  be 
firected  by  the  aathcui^  thereof  ^  and  the  Electors  in 
each  State  dull  make  and  sgn  three  eertificalBs  of  all 
Ihe  Totee  by  them  giTen,  aul  shall  seal  up  the  same, 
ceiti^inK  on  each  that  a  list  of  the  TOtes  of  mich  State 
fiir  Preaident  and  Vise  Prajdent  i>  wntajoed  therein; 
■  and  diall,  hj  irtiling,  under  thni  hands,  or  nndar  the 
hands  of  a  majoriQr  of  tbem,  appmnt  a  poson  to  take 
charge  of  and  deliver  to  the  Prendent  of  the  Senate,  at 
the  seat  of  Gofemmsnt,  beibre  the  first  Wednesday  in 
Jannaty  then  next  ensuing,  one  of  the  said  certificates ; 
■ad  the  said  Electors  ■hall  IbrAwith  fbrward,  by  the  post 
office,  to  ^e  President  of  the  Senate,  M  the  seat  of  Gor- 
emnent,  one  otber  -of  the  said  ceiiificatae,  and  shall 
Snthnitb  csuie  the  other  of  the  said  certificates  to  be 
deliveTed  to  the  Judge  of  Chat  district  in  whidi  the  said 
Electors  shall  issemble. 
1  8ic.  3.  And  be  it  further  eaaeied.  That  the  Eieca- 
l  the  anthority  of  esch  Sute  shall  cauM  three  lists  of  the 
\!  names  of  ttte  Electors  of  imch  State  to  be  made  and  cer- 

(lified,  and  to  be  deUtered  to  the  Electors  on  or  before 
Ae  tald  flrat  Wednealay  in  December,  and  the  said 
Etectors  shall  annex  one  of  die  said  lists  to  eadl  of  the 
lists  of  their  votes. 

Sxc.  4.  And  bt  it  further  enaeted.  That  if  a  list  of 
votes  &am  any  State  ihsll  not  have  been  received  at 
the  seat  of  Government  on  Ihe  said  first  Wedneids;  in 
January,  that  then  the  Secretary  of  Slate  shall  send  ■ 
special  mesKnger  to  the  district  judge  in  whose  custody 
such  list  shaU  have  been'  lodged,  who  shall  forthwith 
transmit  the  aams  to  the  seat  of  Government. 

Sic.  S.  And  bt  it  further  enacted.  That  Congreas 
diaD  be  in  session  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  Febm- 
aiy,  1793,  and  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  Pobmary 
socMeding  every  meeting  of  the  Electors ;  and  the  said 
MTtiflcates,  or  so  many  of  tbem  as  shall  have  been  re- 
ceivad,  iliall  then  be  ofntd,  the  votes  counted,  and  the 
persons  who  shall  fill  the  offices  of  Preaidant  and  Vioe 
Piendent  ascertained  and  declarod,  agreeably  to  the 
Conatitntion. 

8bc.  6.  And  bt  it  farther  enaettd.  That,  in  case  (here 
shall  be  no  Prendent  of  the  Senate  at  the  seal  of  Gov- 
erainent,  on  the  aniTtl  of  Ae  persons  intrusted  with 
the  lists  of  the  votaa  of  the  Electors,  ttten  such  peiwns 
•hall  deliver  the  lista  of  votes  in  tfasir  custody  into  the 
a6lee  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  to  be  safely  kept  and 
detbeied  over,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  the  Preddent  of 
Ihe8uiate. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it /iiriher  eitaeted.  That  the  persons 
■ppsiitted  by  the  Blectors  to  deUrer  the  lists  of  votes  to 
tte  Prsadent  «f  the  Senate,  diall  be  allowed,  on  die 
Mivety  of  the  Mid  Utts,  t*r*nty-fiv«  csDta  for  every  mile 
Of  Ike  MliBMted  diriMiae,  bj  A*  BMrt  anul  KMd,  ItMD 


Aa  plaee  ef  roaating  of  Ae  Electors  to  the  seat  of  Oo* 
vemmenl  of  the  United  Statee. 

Sic.  S.  And  be  it  fiiHher  enaetid.  That  if  any  pec- 
son  aopointed  Id  deliver  the  voteeof  the  Electors  In  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  shall,  after  accepting  of  his  sp^ 
pointment,  neglect  to  perform  the  service*  required  of 
him  by  dikact,  heihall  farMtthesumirfonelhoaMud 
dollars 

Sic.  9.  And  be  itfitrther  tnaeted.  That  in  case^ra- 
ntoTsI,  dettk,  resignation,  or  inabili^,  both  of  the  Prsit' 
dent  and  Vice  Preaident  ef  die  United  States,  the  Pi«ii- 
dent  of  Ik*  Senate  pro  tsmpote,  Msd  in  cass  tbsra  shaU 
be  no  Prendent  of  the  Senate,  then  Ihe  StMaker  of  the 
Houae  of  BsfseaenUlms  fbr  the  time  being,  shaH  set 
aa  Prasideat  of  the  United  Stale*,  uMil  the  &^nli^  ha 
removed,  or  a  President  shall  be  alaeted. 

Sac  Id,  Attd  be  it  farther  enadtd.  That  wheneiw 
die  offieea  of  Preaident  md  Vice  PresideM  sfaaU  brth 
beoome  vacant,  the  Settelaiy  <€  Stat*  shall  Ibrthwtt 
cause  a  notificalion  thenof  to  be  made  lo  the  Eueuliv* 
of  evBiy  Stale,  and  shall  also  canae  the  same  to  be  pnk 


m  at  least  one  of  the  newspapw*  printed  in  • 
atala,  necifying  that  Eleetma  i^  the  neaideat  of 
Untied  Stata*  shall  be  ^^inted  or  ohtaen 


ral  States  within  thirqr-foni  days  preeedbg  the  4nt 
Wednesday  in  Deotaber  then  next  enaning :  Prsia'tteJI 
There  sb^  be  the  space  of  two  mimths  bstsreon  tba 
dale  of  such  notiScslion  and  the  said  fitst  Wedw  iiadsy 
in  Deoembari  but  if  there  sh^  not  be  the  apace  of  two 
rnentlw  between  the  date  of  suoh  notification  and  Dm 
fint  Wednesday  in  Decsmber.andU  dkatennfoTwIikh 
Ihe  Preaident  and  Vio*  President  last  in  ofltca  wsm 
elected  shall  not  ex^re  on  the  diitd  day  of  March  neit 
eBswng.  then  the  Secretary  of  Stata  Aall  sped^  fat  ttk* 
nodfioatioD  dtat  the  E  lectori  shall  be  appointed  M  clHMeB 
within  thirty-four  days  preceding  the  first  Wadnssdw 
in  December,  in  the  yen  next  cnaaing,  withm  irttu 
time  the  Electors  AaH  sooordingly  be  appointed  or  dw- 
aen;  and  the  Electon  shall  meet  and  grva  Aeir  votes  oB 
the  said  iist  Wmfaissday  in  Deeamber,  and  di*  pMeawt- 
ings  snddatissofthsBndElsetMS,  and  othars,  shall  be 
porsuant  to  the  dii«ctions  (oaaeribed  in  due  act. 

Sic.  1 1.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  the  odf 
evidence  of  a  refusal  to  accept,  or  of  a  resignation  ik, 
the  officeofPraeidHMn  Vice  President,  shall  be  an  in- 
stnmient  in  writing  declaring  the  same,  and  subseribad 
by  Ihe  panes  reftasmg  to  accept,  or  rengning,  aa  tfaa 
case  may  be,  and  delivered  into  the  office  of  Ae  Sacra- 
taiy  of  Stata. 

Sic  is.  And  bt  it  further  enaettd,  That  the  tern  of 
fotir  yean,  for  whioh  a  President  and  Vice  Preeidelit 
■hall  be  elected,  shall,  in  all  cases,  commenoe  on  dw 
fiimlh  day  of  Manh  next  sveceeding  the  da;  on  wUcfa 
the  vote*  0f  Ihe  Elaolan  shaU  have  been  gircn. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  fX 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresenlatiTCS 
for  coQcurience,  entitled  "An  act  apportioning 
Representatives  among  the  people  of  tne  severu 
State^  according  lo  the  first  enumeralion;"  and, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bllbworth,  Bnaii,  Bitp- 
LGB,  Strono,  and  Monroe,  be  a  committee  loreriae 
the  Bpponi<»uneitl  of  Representativea  in  the  bill. 

Trcbsday,  December  1. 

A  HMSsage  from  the  House  of  RepreseMatiTei 

informed  the  Semite,  thai  the  House  of  Repr«- 

sentatives  have  passed  the  -bill,  entitled  "An  wit 

tvt  lb«  nlief  of  ce? Uin  widows,  orphaiu,  inntlids, 
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Bt  ii  enaeled  by  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  Rmaeat- 
vtita  of  the  United  Stata  of  America  in  ConfreM 
MwmiJa^  Tb*l  the  Co>npttid(er  of  the  Tnuui;T  iSjuat 
th«  claims  of  the  widow*  tad  oifduni,  rtimetrrtijr,  u 
the  caM  mm;  be,  of  th«  Imta  Captein  Robert  Lewii,  Calo- 
lu)  WilUam  Doo^ms,  Chanel  Ow«n  Robota,  Major 
Andrew  Leitch.  Captaiii  William  White,  LieatenanI 
iiAa  Hanii,  Ci^oii«  WiUiam  Bond,  Liealenant  Wad- 


Bwfa,  MsjOT  Chulee  Motte,  and  Captain  Richard  Bhu- 
briek,  daceaaed,  all  of  whom  were  killed  or  died  in  the 
Berrioa  of  the  United  St»l«a,  fbi  the  eeten  yean  half 
pt,j  ■tipolatcd  by  the  rasolTe  of  Con^reaaof  the  S4th  daj 
<tf  Augual,  1780;  and  that  the  RegHter  of  the  TreMlny 
do  iwue  hia  eertiflcatea  according;!;. 

Sic.  3.  And  bt  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secre- 
tai;  of  the  Department  of  War  be,  and  ha  hereby  ia, 
nqnired  to  place  on  the  invalid  li«t  Timothy  Mix,  dia- 
aUed  in  the  late  war,  W  the  loaa  of  hia  right  hand,  while 
in  the  eerrice  of  the  United  Statea,  at  the  rate  of  five 
doUera  par  month,  lo  oommence  on  the  4Ui  day  of  Feb- 
niaiy,  17B3 :  That  the  aaid  Secretary  pUoe  on  the  in- 
nlid  list  Abel  Tnmey,  mariner,  diaaUed  while  in  the 
eernoe  of  the  United  Stalea,  at  the  nte  of  one  doIUr 
per  mondi,  to  oommence  on  the  lit  day  of  January, 
1781. 

Su.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaettd,  list  the  aman 
of  Iheaaidpenaiona  be  paid  aa  the  law*  direct  in  nmiUi 

Bic.  4.  Arid  be  it  further  enaettd.  That  the  Cranp- 
Iroller  of  the  Treaetuj  be,  and  he  hereby  ia,  directed  to 
a^uat  the  aocounti  of  Joeeph  Pannill,  a  Lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  aernce  of  the  United  State*,  during  the 
Ul«  war,  and  lo  allow  him  the  uiual  commutation  of 
the  half  pay  for  life  of  a  Lieutenant-colonel ;  and  thai 
the  Regiiter  of  the  Treaiuiy  be,  and  be  hereby  it,  re- 
quired to  grant  a  certificate  for  the  amount  thereof  ac- 
cordingly :  That  the  ComptrolW  ailju*t  the  account  of 
the  late  Briguliei^enetul  De  Haaa,  adtnining  lo  the 
credit  of  the  said  account  nich  anm*  a*  by  eridence  ahall 
vppeax  to  have  been  advanced  iir  the  public  aerrjce ; 
and  that  the  aaid  Regitlei  do  grant  a  cartiflcale  br  the 
balance  doe  on  lueb  *ettlement ;  That  the  said  Comp- 
troller adjuit  the  account  of  Thomu  M'Intire,  a  Cap- 
lain  in  tlu  aerTioe  of  the  United  Statu,  during  the  late 

r,  and  allow  him  the  umal  commutation  of  the  half 


pay  for  life  of  a  captain;  and  Hut  the  aaid  Regiater  grant 
•  certificale  for  the  amount  thereof  accMdingly. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treaaoiy  be,  and  be  hereby  ia,  reqnh«d  la 
adjust  the  account  of  Pianda  Suior  DebeVere,  a  Sur- 
geon'a-mate  in  the  aerrice  of  the  United  Statea,  during 
the  l^e  war,  and  who  remained  in  captiTity  to  the  end 
Oereof ;  and  that  the  Ragirter  of  the  TWniry  be,  and 
he  herebr  ia,  required  to  grant  a  certificate  for  the  amount 
which  ahall  be  found  doe  for  the  lervicet  of  the  Mud 
Francia  Suior  Ddierare :  That  the  aaid  ComptroDer  ad- 
juK  the  account  of  Robert  King,  aa  a  Lieutenant,  de- 
nnged  upon  the  piindples  of  the  act  of  the  late  Cmi- 
fToai,  ^Med  the  3W)  da^  of  Norember,  1778 ;  and  that 
the  aaid  Regiatet  grant  a  oertificate  accordingly :  Thai 
|}le  Comptroller adjnat the aocountof  Lemuel  Sherman, 
a*  a  Sailmg-Quater  of  a  galley  on  Lake  Chamidahi,  aiul 


aa  msh  taken  priaoner ;  and  that  the  aaid  Regiater  gnat 
s  certificate  accordingly. 

Sac.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  b« 
granted  lo  Nicholsi  Ferdinand  WeetM,  who  left  the 
British  Hurice  and  joined  the  army  of  the  Uoiled  State*, 
during  the  late  war,  one  hundred  acre*  of  unupropii- 
aled  land  in  the  weateni  territory  of  the  United  Stalea, 
free  of  all  (itargea ;  and,  alao,  the  lum  of  three  hundred 
and  aixty-aii  dollara,  out  of  any  money  ^piopiiated  to 
the  contingent  charge*  of  Government. 

Ord^ired,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 


Fridat,  December  3. 

The  Senate  proceeded  (o  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  Invalids,  and  other  persons." 

Orda^  Thai  all  bilk  after  the  first  reading, 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


MoHO&Y,  December  5. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseDtEtiTes  * 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  David  Cook  and  Thomas  Campbell;" 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  as  follows: 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  David  Cook  and  Thomaa  Camp- 

beH 

Be  it  enaeled  bif  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Reprutni- 
ofitet  of  the  Untted  Statei  of  America  in  Congrete 
ateembled.  That  David  Cook,  a  Captain  of  artiUei;  in 
the  late  war,  and  who,  being  ahot  throu^  the  body  at 
the  battle  of  MonmouUl,  ii  rendered  incapable  (o  obtain 
hia  livelihood  by  labor,  ahall  be  placed  on  the  pension 
list  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  entjlled  to  one- 
third  of  hia  monthly  pay  as  a  Captain  of  utiUciy:  Pro- 
vided, That  he  return  into  the  Treasuc;  office  two-third* 
of  hia  commutation  of  half  pay,  being  the  proportion  of 
his  pension  lo  the  amount  of  his  commulauon. 

Ssc.  a.  And  be  it  furlhtr  enadcd.  That  Thomaa 
Campbell  be  placed  on  the  pansian  list,  and  that  the  half 
pay  of  a  C^tain  of  inbntiy  be  allowed  to  the  said  Tho- 
mas Campbell,  who  has  been  so  injured  by  repealed 
wounds  in  the  service  of  hii  country  that  he  ia  unable 
to  support  himself  by  taboi ;  the  half  pay  lo  commence 
trom  the  3d  day  of  November,  17S1 ;  anything  in  the 
ordinance  of  Congrea*  of  the  Ilth  day  of  July,  1T88, 
lo  the  contiwry  notwithatanding. 

Ordered,  Thai  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  readintf. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  in  the  second  reaa- 
ing  of  the  bill,  entilud  "An  acl  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 

Ordered  That  this  bill  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
WiNOATB,  MoBRia,  and  Qonn,  to  report  generally 
thereon. 

A  Letter  from  iheTreaaurerof  the  United  Stalea 
of  the  3d  instant,  together  with  his  specie  ai. . 
made  up  lo  the  SOih  of  September,  1791,  ■ 
read;  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  from  the  committee  to  whom 

as  referred  the  bilL  entitled  "An  act  apportion- 
ing Representatives  among  the  people  of  the  se- 
T^al  States,  according  to  the  first  enttmeratioa," 
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[Sekatb. 


reported  amen^roeDts;  and,  after  debate,  the  fur- 
ther coosideration  thereof  was  postpoaed  ualil  to- 


TtmsDAT,  December  6. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Hou^  of  Representatives 
for  concurreoce  entitled  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of 
Darid  Cook  and  Thomas  Campbell;"  and, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  yesterday  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons," to  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  apportioning  Representatives 
among  the  people  of  the  several  States,  according 
to  the  first  coumeration ;"  and,  af^er  progress,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 


Mr.  BoTLiR  reported  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  refened  the  petition  of  Charles  Col- 
vill,  on  the  4th  of  November  las^  and  to  whom 
was  alto  referred  the  communications  relative  to 
the  prisoners  at  Algiers;  and  the  report  being 
read,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  appointed  a  committee  on  their 
part,  jointly  wit)i  such  committee  as  shall  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  consider  and 
report  to  Congreu  the  most  eligible  manner  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  Resolution  of  the  United 
Slates  in  Cougtess  assembled,  of  the  I7th  of  Au^ 
list,  1783  directing  that  an  Equestrian  Statue  of 
Weral  Washiiiotom  shoald  be  erBcted. 

The  resolution  was  then  read;  and  ordered  that 
the  conEid«r«tioD  thereof  be  postponed  nntit  to- 


just, 
Oene 


We  ONES  01 Y,  December  7. 
The  petition  of  William  B.  Gould  was  read, 
praying  that  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  may  be 
wered  to  adjust  the  accounts  of*^  bis  late 


eiBpowere< 
lather,  a  s 


1  the  s 


:  of  the   United 


,  ..  surjeoi 
Slates,  the  deficieitcy  of  vouchers  notwithstanding. 

On  motion  that  this  petition  be  referred  10  the 
committee,  appolnCed  the  5lh  of  December,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  irom  the  House 
of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other 
persons,"  it  passed  in  tbe  ne^tive. 

On  motion  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  it  was  agreed  that  this  motion 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  apportioning  Re- 

geseniatives  among  the  people  of  the   several 
tales,  according  to  the  first  enumeratLon:"  and 
a  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  bill,  as  fbUows : 
Bt  it  tKoeied  by  ike  Senate  and  Haute  of  Sepre- 

'aUtia  nf  lit    tlrt.lil  SInItt  nf  Antrim  In    (7nni».<i> 


amtwhltd.  Than,  from  snd  after  the  3d  d*;  of  IH 
ITM,  uA,  aatU  <MkerwiM  pnxridwl  At  by  Uw,  i 
SilCoK^— 3 


abh  to  the  Conitimtion  of  On  Unil«d  Statea,  the  Houm 
of  ReplMontaliVM  ahBll  be  compoaad  of  memben  who 
■ball  have  been  dogen  by  the  people  of  the  eerenl 
State*,  in  the  proportion  of  one  Repreaentative  fe  eveij 
thirty-thiee  thoannd  person*  in  each  Stale,  compnted 
aoc<nding  to  the  rule  preaccibed  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Slates;  that  ■■  to  my,  fram  the  SlaU  of 
Nei*  HalDpshire,  four  mead>en ;  the  Slste  of  Msi— 
chuaetti,  fouiteen ;  the  Slate  of  Connecticut,  neven ;  the 
Sute  of  Rhode  Island,  two;  the  Stateof  Verniont,  two; 
the  State  of  Nen  York,  ten;  the  State  of  New  Jeney, 
five  I  the  Slate  at  Pennaylvania,  thirteen ;  the  Stale  of 
IManare,  one ;  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  eight ;  the  State 
of  Virginia,  nineteen;  the  Stale  of  Kentucky,  two;  the 
Stale  Df  North  Catohna,  ten ;  and  the  State  of  Georgia 


And  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  Ibis,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  foltowing motion; 

Be  it  enacted  by  Ike  Senate  and  Houm  of  Reprt- 
Miaetofthe  Untied  Statet  af  America  in  Congreu 
jobled.  That,  from  and  »£Lar  the  8d  day  of  hUrch, 


attenJiltd,  That,  from  and  »&ai  the  3d  day  of  hUrch, 
1793,  and,  until  olhenviu  provided  for  by  law,  agree- 
ably to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slalea,  the  House 
of  RepresentaliTe*  shall  be  composed  of  member*  who 
shall  have  been  efaoaen  by  the  people  of  the  aereral 
Statea,  m  die  propartton  of  one  Repreuntative  fa  eve^ 
thirty  Ihauaand  panoos,  GOtnputed  aooording  to  the 
rule  piMcribMl  by  the  Conatttttua  of  the  United  Slate* ; 
Ihat  la  to  say,  fi^  the  State  of  New  Hampahire,  five 
QMimbei* ;  the  Stale  of  Maesachaietts,  aixtaen ;  the  State 
of  Connectioilt,  eight ;  the  BiMe  of  Rhode  Iriand,  two ; 
the  Stale  of  Veimont,  thrne;  the  Stale  of  New  Voik, 
etereo;  the  Stale  of  New  Jeraey,  six;  the  State  of 
Pemu^lvaoia.  fimrteen;  the  Stale  of  Delaware,  two; 
the  State  af  Muyland,  nine;  the  Stale  of  Virginia, 
tweu^-oae;  the  Stale  of  Kentucky,  two;  die  State  of 
North  Carolina,  twelve ;  and  the  Sule  of  Georgia,  two 
mnnben.  And  O,  aftai  apportioiiing  a  Repte*«ltaliie 
la  ovary  thirty  thousand  penons  of  the  Staia  of  South 
Carolina,  oomputed  aooording  to  the  rule  preambad  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  then  shall  re- 
main a  ftactiiDDal  put  of  the  number  of  paiMHW  of  that 
State,  equal  to,  or  gnaler  than,  ten  Aousand  ai^t 
hundred  and  ibrty  two,  then  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Soath  Carohiia  (bell  be  entitled  to  chooae  an  additioiial 
Repreaentative ;  but  if  such  fraelioiul  part  dull  be  lea* 
than  ten  thiHuand  eight  hundred  and  ibrty-two,  and 
more  than  ten  thouaaad  three  hundred  and  leventeen, 
then  the  people  of  the  State  of  Georgia  shall  be  entitlad 
to  choose  Ihrae  Repreaentatives,  instead  of  the  number 
before  mentioned  to  be  choaen  in  Ihat  Stale." 


"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hoiue  of  Sarraent' 
ativei  of  the  Vmted  State*  of  Ameica  m  Congrett 
OMiembled,  That,  ftxim  and  after  ihe  3d  day  of  JlUich, 
I79S,  and,  until  otherwiae  provided  for  by  taw,  agree- 
ably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  the  House 
of  Rapteaentatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  who 
shall  have  b«en  chosen  by  the  pea]de  of  the  aeTcral 
States,  in  the  proportion  of  one  Repreaentative  for  every 
ihirty  thousand  peiaoni,  computed  according  to  the 
rule  prescnbed  by  the  Conaiitntion  of  the  United  Slate* ; 
that  is  to  aay,  fi^im  the  State  of  New  Hsmpahin,  five 
member* ;  the  State  of  Masaachnsetta,  sixteen ;  Ae 
Stale  of  Connecticut,  eight;  the  State  of  Rhode  Uand, 
two ;  the  State  of  VenoonL  three ;  the  State  of  New 
TMfc,  eleven ;  the  6We  of  New  Jotey,  six ;  the  Stale 


43; 


HHTORY  OE  CONQItG^S.: 


Sekatb.] 


Pmceediaga. 


of  FaniwylTVUa,  fbottean;  th*. Stale  of  DaUwue,  two; 
the  Slata  of  Maxjltni,  niae;  tha  BlaU  of  Viipnia, 
tw«Dl7-ODBi  tha  Slate  of  Kentucky,  two;  the  State  of 
North  CuoLioa,  twelve  (  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  two 


And  the  yeaa  ftod  nays  being  repaired  byoDG- 
fifth  of  the  SeiMtors  pieient,  on  ihu  last  reeited 
clame;  il  was  decideo  in  the  negative,  os  follows: 

YiiB^MeHi*.  Bndlej,  Burr,  Cibol,  Etlewarth, 
King,  LuigJoD.  Read,  Robinion,  and  RutharfUrd. — 9. 

Nats. — Meean.  Butler,  Uickineon,  Few,  Poalei, 
Ouan,  Hawtini,  Henij,  Johiuton,  Iiard,  Monroe,  Mor- 
lia,  Stanton,  Sherman,  Strong,  and  Wingale. — 16. 

And  on  the  qnertion  foi  the  original  motion 
postponed,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
one-fitlh  of  the  Seoators  present,  stMid  u  follows.- 

YiA*, — Meaara.  CibM,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Langdon, 
Bead,  Robituon,  Ratheifiird,  Stanton,  Sherman,  Strong, 
and  'Wingtte. — II. 

Nira.— Meean.  Bradley,  Bun,  Butler,  Dickinson, 
Few,  Gunn,  Hawkina,  Henty,  Johnston,  Iiard,  King, 
Monroe,  and  Morria. — 13. 


nthe 


«; 


On  motion  that  the  foUowine  amendment  pn>~ 
posed  yesteiday  and  pwsed  in.  the  negative,  be  re- 
considered, .  to '.  wit : 

"BeitertaetedbgtheSenatsandHnueqfJUpitttnt- 
atittt  of  Me  UrnUed  Stata  of  Amariea  m  CoTignu 
at*et»hUd,  That,  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  Mai^ 
ITSSi  and  antil  otherwise  raorided  far  by  law,  agree- 
bUt' to  the  Constitntum  of  the  United  States^  the  House 
of  Renmentetiven  shall  be  rMnposed  of  one  hundred 
and  «i  members,  and  tha  nnmber  hercanaftei  appoT- 
tioBed  to  the  Stale  of  South  Garalin,  who  Aall  have 
been  Ukeaen  by  (he  people  of  Ae  aeroal  Statea,  in  pra- 
poilioB,  >a  neariy  as  ma?  be,  to  the  number  of  inhabl- 
taals  in  each  Stale,  computed  aeconUng  to  the  nde 
pneeribad  by  (he  Conetitutian  of  tbe  United  fltatas  i 
that  is  to  aay,  from  the-  State  of  New  Hampshire,  four 
tnemberai  the  State  of  Massaehueetts,  fiftaen ;  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  aeven  ;  the  State  of  EUtode  Uand,  two ; 
the  State  of  Veimont,  three ;  the  State  of  New  York, 
ten  ;  the  Blate  of  New  Jersey,  six  i  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylnnia,  thirteen ;  (ha  State  A  Delaware,  two ;  the  Slate 
of  Maryland,  nine ;  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  twenty ;  tbe 
State  of  Kentucky,  two ;  the  Strte  of  North  Caiolhia, 
eleven ;  and  the  State  of  Gengia  two  membera." 

The  yeas,  and  nays  were  required  by  one-fifUi 
of  the  SenaMis  present,  and  hemg  taken,  stood  as 
follows: 


Niia^Meear*.  Botlor,  DickiMan,F«w,  Fotfer.Gunn, 
Htfkina.  Hwuy.  Johnslnn,  liaid,  Kii^,  Monroe,  Mor- 
ria,  Re*d,  Rutherftud^  and  8taiUoib~16. 

So  it  pa^9ed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  ajrree  to  the  following  claua 
of  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of^Repre 
sentaiiTes,  to  wit: 

"Thatiatoaay:  From  tha  Suta  of  New  Hampshire, 
foot  membera;. the  St 
State  of  .ConnecticDt,  i 
two  1  the  State  of  Vi 
York,  el«Ten ;  tha  Sla 
of fenoayiTsni*,  Iburl 


Suta  of  Maryland,  nine;  the  Slate  of  Vitginia,. 
twenty-ona;  the  State  of  Kentucky,  two;  the  Stale  at 
North  Carolina,  eleven ;  and  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  two 


The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  one-fifth 
of  the  Senatois  present,  stood — 

YiAS^-Meena.  Butler,  Dickinson,  Few,  Foster,  Gniui, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Iiard,  Monroe,  Mania, 
Read,  and  Btanlon. — 13. 

NiiB.— Meeaie.  BradW,  Buir,  Cabot,  EBaworih, 
Kii^,  Langdon,  Robinaon,  Rulberfiiid,  Sherman,  Stnng, 
and  Wingate^I  I. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

And,  af^et  agreeing  to  sundry  amendment^  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 


Thursday,  December  8. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repie- 
sentativea  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  sunport  of  Govern- 
ment foi  the  year  1792,"  in  whicn  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  as  follows: 

An  Act  making  appt^vistiona  for  the  anppoet  of  Go- 
vernment fbrthe  year  ITDS. 

Be  it  aiaeled  ty  the  Senatt  and  Houte  of  Raruent- 
aUxxi  of  the  Untltd  Slaiet  of  America  in  Congrtm 
aetrmbUd,  That,  for  the  service  of  die  veai  IT9S,  and 
the  support  of  the  civil  list  of  the  United  States,  inclu- 
ding (he  incidental  and  cnnCingenI  expenaea  of  die  eor- 
eral  depBitmenla  and  offices  &ereot^  there  shall  be  ap- 
piopnated  a  aum  of  money,  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
ana  twenty-eight  thonaand  six  hundred  and  fif^-thre* 
dollars  and  fifty^ix  cents ;  that  ia  to  say : 

For  the  campcraaations  granted  by  law  to  tbe  Preai- 
dent  of  tha  United  Stales,  the  Vioe  PresideDt,  Chief 
Jnttice,  aaaodste  Judge*,  and  Attorney  General,  fiAj- 
three  tbouaand  dollars. 

For  the  like  compenaatiana  to  the  district  judges, 
nineteen  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  tha  like  compenaations  to  tbe  memben  of  tbe 
Senate  and  Honae  of  RepieaentativeB,  and  the  officers 
and  attendants  of  tha  two  Honsas,  esttmaled  on  a  »»■ 
uon  of  dx  montha'  continuance,  end  indeding  the  tra- 
veling expenaaa  of  the  membaia,  one  hunih«d  and 
twanty-iune  thoiuend  aeven  hundred  and  thii^  daW 
lara. 

For  tbe  bke  compensationB  to  the  Secretary,  and  offi- 
cam  of  the  aeveral  departments  of  the  Treasury  of  die 
United  Slates,  indudmg  clerks  and  attendanta,  a^  the 
salaries  of  the  reapeclive  loan  officers,  sixty  thousand 
three  hondred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Secretary  and  offi- 
cen  of  the  Departoient  of  State,  six  diousand  three 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Secretary  and  oS- 
cen  of  the  Department  of  War,  nine  thousand  six  bim- 
dred  dollars. 

For  the  like  oompenaatioiia  to  the  memben  of  the 
Board  of  Oommiaioaera  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts between  Uie  United  Statae  end  the  individaal 
Slates,  inolodiiw.  clerks  and  atlaodaata,  tliirteni  ihoit- 
sand  one  hundred  doUan. 

For  tbe  lik«  compenaaticns  to  the  G»vaiB<n,  Jadgea, 
and  ether  »ffi«Ha«ftb«.W««tenTBRiioi7«f  tbe  Uw- 
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.    tad  8tot«a,  tndnd^ .  «W|tti)VtU9«h  Alqnput  thoiuuwl 

Tor  dw  paTTnent  of  the  Bnoiul  grant  to  Baron  8tea- 
beii,  pumunt  to  ma  aetatCangnM,  two  Ihoonnd  fire 
hmubsd  dolUn. 

Tor  the  peymoit  of  niBdrj  peiuiou  granted  by  the 
Utf.Govpriuaeatjtwp  tbsuiud  wven  bu'i'l^.Htd  ciz- 
ly-wycf  doUan  uid  ■eveotj-three  ceota. 

Foi  defraying  all  other  incitlental  and  Mntingeut  ^s- 
peiuea  of  the  crril  hst  eatabtixbinent,  including  firewo(>d, 
■tatiwaeiy,  togelbei  with  the  piinting  fork,  and  all  othai 
coiitingent  aipenica  of  ihs  two  Houeea  of  CoogreH, 
rent  and  ofGce  expensea  of  the  three  aeven^  Depait- 
meat&,  n^elj ;  Treasuij,  Btate,  War,  and  of  the  gen- 
eral Board  of  CommiHioners,  twen^  thoiuaiul  file 
huB^red  and  Mj-ltTt  doUan  and  eigh^-tluee  cent*; 

BxK- i- ,  And  .be  it /wUur  enaet«d, .  TiuX,  for  dii-. 
rh^iging  certain  ILjuidaied  daiina  upon  the  United 
State*,  Sir  making  good  defidenciea  in  tonnen  »ppio- 
pnBtii^D«.  far.  the  nniport  pf  the  civil  kiM  establubnieni, 
and  for  aiding  the  hind  ^propii%ted.f<>r  the  p^jme^t  ot 
cert^  officer*  oi  the  cdiuU,  juron,  and  witneesee,  and 
fcl>  tlie  eeUbBshment  of  ten  entten,  tfaera  ahall  be  ap- 
propriated a  nun  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hondred 
and  ninety-eaves  thouund  one  hmidr«d  and  nineteen 
dolan  and  Arty-nine  e<nt*i  that  ia  to  myi 

foi  dMchargnig  a  baknoe  due  OD  a  liqtudated  claia 
of  Ua   Moat  Chriatiw  MueMy,  agauut  the   Dniled 

"*iB  duing  oa  IU»  war,  nir-  *' •* 

ra  and  aiity-eight  ceota. 
pal  and  interea 
E,  late  commeiciai  agent  of 
the  United  States,  at  New  Orieui>,  for  supplie*  of  cloth- 
ing, anna,  and  military  itorea,  during  the  late  war, 
one  hmulrcd  and  eight  Ihausand  nx  hundred  and  five 
doUan  asid  two  cents. 

P^  making  good  dideiendee  in  the  bat  »|^nn>iia- 
tiona  fbr  the  compenaatioiu  to  lundry  officers  of  the 
avU  list  eataMishment,  fire  thoiwaod  f«U  bnndnd  and 
•erentj-ooe  doUan. 

For  defraying  sundry  anthorized  eipeoae*  to  the  com- 
imu>nerB  of  loans  in  the  eoreral  States,  twenty-one 
dunuand  doUara. 

For  defisjing  a  balance  of  certain  liquidated  and  con- 
tingent eipensM  in  the  Treason  Department,  tno  Ifaou- 
aa^  tight  hmtdnd  doUoia. 

For  dafin^g  thaadditiaild  npOMae  of  the  ennmtfa^ 
tion  of  the  inhatntanta  of  the  Untted  States,  nineteen 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sevens-two  dollars  and 
seven^-oine  cents. 

For  making  good  a  deficient?  m  fonom  appiopria- 
tiona,  to  diachaige  the  expenses  of  deiks.  juroo,  and 
witneaaea,  in  ^e  courts  of  the  United  States,  five  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  light-houaee,  beo- 
oona,  piers,  stakes,  and  buoya,  uiteen  thouaand  doUan. 

For  the  expenae  of  keeping  prisoner*  committed  un- 
der the  anthority  of  the  United  States,  four  thoneand 


public  set 
dtdtars. 


For  the  porcfaaK  of  bydionietrar*  fi>T  the  use  of  the 
ofBeen  in  execntian  of  the  Ian*  of  the  levenne,  one 
dionsand  doQars. 

For  the  farther  expenae  of  building  and  equipping 
ten  cutters,  two  thouaand  dollars. 

~.  Xruf  be  it  further  enatttd.  That,  for  the  sup- 

L.  _-i:.. ^NJahmont  of  the  United  States, 

\  payment  of  the  uniul  allow- 


ancea  to  tlt«  invalid  pensioneni  of  th«:  United  State*; 
for  defi*yJM  all  expetues  incident  to  the  Indian  d^^art- 
m«nti.and  for  defoifing  the  eipen^a  incurred  in  die 
defenwve  pio(e(;tion  of  the  frontier  egwnst  the  Indiaui, . 
during  ,tbe  years  17^0  and  1791,  by  virtue  of  the  au- 
thori^  nested  in  tlw  President  of  the  United  Stales,  by 
the  acts  relative  to  the  militaiy  eatablishment,  posae^ . 
the  SBth,  of  September,  1TS9,  and  the  30th  of  April.. 
ITSO,  and  fbi  which  no  appropriations  have  been  madt^ 
thare  ahall  be  appropriate  a  >iim  of  money  not  exceed- 
ing  five  hundr^  and  thijt;-two  thouaand  four  hundred , 
and  for^-nine  dollars  seventy-»li  cents  and  two-third* 
"'"  ---^-loaay; 


For  aubaietence,  one  hundred  and  aineteea  thowand  . 
six  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  aine^'^aven , , 

For  clothing,  forty-eight  thouaud  doQan. 

For  forage,  fbtir  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-two 
doUara. 

Pes  ths  ho^ataV  dofartment,  aii  thoasand  dollara. 

For  the  quarteimaster'a  depairtment,  fifty  thooaand 
dnllaia. 

Pes  the  ordnance  dapadment,  aeven  thousand  two 
hondred  and  four  dollars  and  aiity-ibnr  cents. 

For  the  contingent  eipensea  of  the  War  Department, 
including  maps,  hire  of  eipreases,  allowances  to  oSceis 
for  extra  expenses,  printing,  loaa  of  stores  of  all  kinds, 
advertlBiiig  and  apprehending  deserters,  twen^  thoo- 
■and  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  certain  sums  dne  for  pay  and 
submatence  of  sundry  officer*  of  the  late  army,  and  Ibr 
pay  of  the  lata  Maryland  line,  for  whidt  no  appropri*;- 
tions  have  been  made,  ten  thouaand  four  huniued  and 
ninety  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allamnnga  to  invalid 
pensionere,  eighty-aevan  thouaand  fboi  hundnd  and 
sixtn-tlueedollaDi  aijEy  cents  and  two-thisda  of  a  cast. 

For  depriving  all  axpenses  uxideBt  to  the  Indian  de- 
partment, anthOTiiad  1^  law,  thirty-nine  thousand  fbnr 
hundred  and  twenty-four  doUara  and  seventy-one  cents. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  defonaive 
protection  of  the  frontiers,  s«  befbre  recited,  thirty-eeven 
tbousaod  Ihiee  hundred  snd  thirty^tine  dollars  and  fbi- 
S-eight  cents. 

Sic.  4.  Aixd  be  it  fiirther  enaeted.  That  the  eewral 
af^n^iriatiofls  herein-beibte  made,  shall  be  gaid  and 


^adiargedoat  of  the  fhnds  following,  to  wit  1  Fint,out 
of  the  «Dm  of  nx  hundred  thousand  ddlaia,  wbieb,  bj 
the  ad,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  MA 


common  defence ;  and,  aecondjy,  out  of  such  surplus  as 
shall  have  accrued  to  ths  end  <^  the  ptaaant  year,  upon 
the  revenues  heretofore  eeUhUidied,  over  and  above  the 
stmia  neceaaaiy  for  the  payment  of'^  interest  on  the  pub- 
lic debt,  during  the  same  year,  aikd  for  aatisfying  other 
prior  appropriations. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pasa  to  it  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresoitaliTea 
for  coDcuriencG,  entitled  "An  act  apportionios 
Representatives  amons  the  people  of  the  severd 
States,  acqocding  to  tne  first  eQiuneratioa,"  was 
read  the  third  liine,  and, 

On  motion  to  ezpunce  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  and  subetitule  the  foUomng: 

"  Beit  enaeted  by  the  Senate  and  HoiMe  of  Satretent- 
nfHwa  of  tht  VmUtI  State*  of  Amalta  m  Coagrm 
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tmembkd.  That,  fiom  and  after  die  8d  dajr  of  Mwrcb, 
1793,  and  until  otherwiae  prorided  fin  bj  law,  the  Home 
of  RepresentatiTef  shall  be  compoaed  of  membere  who 
■ball  have  been  cboHn  liy  the  people  of  the  several 
Stitea,  in  the  prerportion  of  one  R«pre«entatiTe  for  every 
tfaiT^-three  thonrand  penons  in  each  State,  computed 
according  to  the  rule  prescribed  b;  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  that  is  to  aa:^ ;  from  the  Blate  of  New 
Hampahtie,  four  memben ;  the  Htste  of  Maawchuaetta, 
ibnrtcen ;  Qie  Stale  of  Connecticut,  aeven ;  the  State  of 
Rhode  Mand,  two;  the  State  of  Vermont,  two;  the 
State  of  New  York,  ten;  the  Stale  of  New  Jeraef,fiYe; 
the  State  of  PennHjIvama,  thirteen ;  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, one ;  the  State  of  Maryland,  eight ;  the  Stale  of 
Tirginia,  nineteen;  the  State  of  Kentucky,  two;  the 
Suie  of  North  Carolina,  ten;  and  the  State  of  Georgia, 


YaiB.— Meesis.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Eltawotth,  Farter, 
Iiangdon,  Bead,  Robuuen,  Rutherford,  Stanton,  Sher- 
man, Btcong,  and  Wingale. — 13. 

Ntta. — Meesrt.  Burr,  Butler,  Dickinaon,  Pew.Gonn, 
Hawkina,  Hemy,  Johniton,  bud,  King,  Mon^,  and 
Monis^IS. 

The  nnniber  of  votes  being  enual.  the  Vice 
President  determined  the  question  m  tne  aSrma- 

On  motion,  that  this  bill  pass  with  the  last  re- 
cited and  the  following  amendment,  to  wit: 

Strikeout  the  words  "Slate  of,"  and  insert  "dis- 
trict" after  the  word  "  Carolina." 

The  yeas  aod  nays  being  taken,  stood — 

YiAe^-Heaara.  BiadleT,  Cabot,  EUnronh,  Pew,  Foa- 
Ua,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Ratheifotd,  Slait- 


HoHDAr,  DeoemW  i: 


GtatUmen  of  the  Senatt,  and 

of  At  Ibutt  of  lUprttmtatna  .- 

It  ia  widi  great  ameem  that  I  commnnicata  to  yoa 
the  infiinnBtion  received  from  Major  General  St.  Chur, 
of  the  miiibmine  which  haa  befallen  the  troops  onder 
hia  command. 

Although  the  national  loe*  ie  conoderable,  aeeording 
to  the  scale  of  the  event,  yet  it  may  be  repaired  without 
great  difficulty,  excepting  u  to  the  brave  men  who  have 
bllen  on  the  occasion,  and  who  are  a  subject  of  pubBe 
as  welt  as  ptivate  regret. 

A  fiiTther  communication  wiU  shortly  be  made  of  all 
such  matters  as  shall  be  necessary  to  enable  the  Legis- 
lature to  judge  of  the  future  uieasurea  which  it  may  be 
proper  to  puiaue. 

G.  WASHINOTON. 

UnrriD  Statis,  December  13.  1791. 

The  Message  and  papers  referred  to  were  read; 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideratiou. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concairenee,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
David  Cook  and  Thomas  Camjibell;"  and,  after 


„,      d  Wingate.— 14. 
NaiSi^-MsMis.  Burr,  Batter,  Dickinson,  Gonn,  Haw- 
kiss,  Hemy,  Johnston,  Iiard,  Monroe,  and  Morria< — 10. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  tbe 
amendments. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  4[h  of  Novem- 
ber on  the  petition  of  Charles  ColviU,  and  agreed 
that  the  first  part  of  the  report  be  postpoaedi 
and,  afier  debate  on  the  other  .parts  of  tne  re- 
pOTt,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  posl- 
pcned. 


Frioat,  December  9. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence,  entitled  "Ad  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment ftir  the  year  1792,"  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Mon- 
roe, Sbbrman,  Bdrr,  Gdnn,  and  Read,  to  con- 
sider and  report  generally  thereon. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  "An  act  (or  the  relief  of  David 
Cook  and  Thomas  Campbell,"  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  for  eonaideratioB.- 


)  the  third  reading. 

Tdebday,  December  13. 

The  memorial  cf  James  Wilson  and  others,  in 
behalf  of  the  Illinois  and  Ouabashe  Land  compa-  - 
nies,  was  read,  praying  thAt  they  may  be  confirmed 
in  their  title,  for  reasons  mentioned  in  their  me- 
morial. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  received,  as  follows: 
Genllemen  of  Ike  Senatt,  and 

of  the  House  of  Kepretentaiieei  ; 

1  plaM  beiiMe  you  the  plan  of  a  City  that  haa  been 
laid  out  within  Uie  district  of  Ten  Milea  Sqosre,  whidi 
was  filed  upon  lor  tlw  pHrnunent  Seat  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Uritid  STiTBa,  December  13,  1791. 

Mr.  Monroe,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
seotalives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  ma- 
king appropriations  for  the  support  of  CioTemment 
for  the  year  1792,"  reported  the  bill  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  David 
Cook  and  Thomas  Camnbellj  and 

Jteaoloed,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
amendments  to  this  bill. 

Wednesdav,  December  14. 

The  petition  of  Zaccfaeus  Hunt,  of  the  State  oi 

New  Hampshire,  that  he  may.  be  placed  on  the 
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lut  of  invalid  poisioneTS  of  the  United  States,  for 
lensons  mentioned  in  the  petition,  was  read;  and. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Seerelaiy  of 
War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  messwe  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
infonaed  tne  Senate,  thnt  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  Bsreed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bil^  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  David  Cook  and  Thomas  CampbelL" 

The  Senate  resumed  the  secona  reading  of  the 
lull  sent  from  the  House  of  Represents  tires  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making  approfwia- 
tions  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1792;"  and,  after  progress,  the  further  eonsiderB' 
don  thereof  was  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Burb,  Butler,  and 
Stronc,  be  a  committee  to  revise  the  acts  and 
resolvea  relative  to  the  compensations  to  disabled 
officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  deceased  officers;  and  to  report  what 
alterations  and  further  general  regulations  it  will 
be  proper  to  make  therein. 

Mr.  WlHOATB,  from  the  comraittee  on  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, eu  titled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  re- 
ported amendments. 

Ordered,  Thattheconsiderationthereofbepost- 
poned. 

Tbdrbdat,  December  15. 

The  petition  of  Elijah  Janes,  of  the  State  of 
Jlew  York,  late  a  lieutenaot  in  Colonel  Sheldou's 
regiment  of  cavalry,  that  he  mav  be  placed  on  the 
list  of  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  was 
read;  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  14th  instaut,  to  consider  the  case  (^  inviUid 
pensioners  at  large. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentaiivefl 
informed  toe  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
aeutatives  disagree  to  the  first  amendment  of  the 
Senate  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  aet  apportioning 
Representatives  among  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  first  enumeration,"  and 
-agree  to  the  other  amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tioDoftheHouseof  Representatives  on  the  ameud- 
meots  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
apportioning  Representatives  among  the  peopli 
of  the  several  Slates,  according  to  the  "    ' 


e  £rstei 


o  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  until  to-morrow  se'nnight,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  until  Monday  next,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  recede  from  the  amendments  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  one-fifth  of  the 
Senators  present,  stood  as  follows: 

Yiiir— MsMo.  Burr,  Batler,  Didinson,  Few,  Gnnn, 
Hawkins,  Renij,  Jtdiniton,  Iiud,  King,  Monme,  and 
Hoiria.— IS. 

NA»^-Me«T>.  BttMltey,  Cabot,  ElUwodh,  Porter, 
Langdon,  Bead,  Robinaon,  Rutborfiird,  Stanton,  Shcr- 
uan.  Strong,  and  Wingale. — 13. 


The  numbers  being  etgual,  the  Vice  President 
determined  the  ijuestion  m  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  insist  on  the  amendment  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  appiMnt  & 
committee  of  conference,  it  passed  in  the  negatire. 

And  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  insist  on 
the  amendment  disagreed  toby  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1792j' 
and,  aner  progress,  the  further  consideration  tberfr' 
of  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Strono,  S  hern  AM, 
Ellsworth,  Izard,  and  Bvbr,  be  a  committee  to 
take  into  consideration  the  memorial  of  the  Illi- 
nois and  Ouabache  land  companies,  and  to  repiM 
thereon. 


Fbidat,  December  16. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  tkv 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  toe  year  1792f 
and,  after  a^^eing  to  sundry  amendments, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

M  ON  DAT,  December  19. 

The  petition  of  Gilbert  Dench,  of  the  State  of 
HassachuMtta,  in  behalf  of  the  orphan  children 
of  the  late  Roger  Bench,  a  lieutenant  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  was  read,  praying  that 
the  said  children  may  be  anthorized  to  receive  tha 
half  pay  of  a  lieutenant,  in  right  of  their  fether. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  lie  on  the  taUe. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  cS 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represenlatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making  aj^iro- 
priations  for  the  support  of  Government,  ibr  tk« 
year  1793;^  and, 

Jtetolved,  That  this  bill  pan,  with  amendments; 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence  of  tne  House  of  Representatives  in  ihs 
amendments  to  this  bill. 

[The  following  clause  to  be  added  to  the  Jtrst 

section  of  the  bill,  is  the  only  material  amendmca^ 

"And  be  it  farther  enaettd.  That  the  coupMualkB 
to  the  Dooikeepen  of  the  two  Houaea  for  sernces  whitjt 
have  been  heretofore  reodered,  or  may  be  rendered  in 
the  recesa  of  Gongreea,  for  the  year  1T9S,  and  certified 
by  the  President  of  the  Senate,  or  Speskei  of  the  Hons* 
at  Reprasenlatirea,  in  manner  required  by  taw,  fai  like 
■ervicea  daring  aeasions,  ^all  be  discharged  out  of 
money  hereinbefore  ■-..■.. 


»of  th 


-0  Hooaea  of  Cougieaa."] 


TnESDAY,  December  80. 
The  following  Message  from  the  Preudentof 
the  United  States  was  received: 
Genlhmea  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houee  of  R^mntativet  i 
I  lay  before  yon  the  copy  of  a  Letter  which  I  hara 
received  bom  uie  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  tt 


SI 


BrtStoKY  di*  cdimkme. 
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Puuuyfvuiis^  uid  of  Eondrj  docnmenta  wUch  nc 
|iuiied  it,  reltliTe  la  a  ctoitnct  Rn  the  purcliaae  of  a 
Mttain  tnct  of  land  bounding  on  Lake  Erie ;  tog«ther 
with  k  oopT  ofa  Bcponafthe  SecTfltaiTof  8tal«  on  the 
MUM  aubject.  O.  WASHINOTON. 

Umitsi  Stitib,  Decauber  90,  17BI. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read;  and  ordered 
tp  lie  for  consideialion. 

Tbe  petition  of  Jonaltiaa  Woolley,  late  of  Col- 
onel Scainaiel's  regiment  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  was  read,  praying  that  he  may  be 
pluied  on  the  list  of  iDTahil  pensioners. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  December  14th,  to  revise 
the  acts  and  resolves  relative  to  the  compensa- 
tions to  disabled  officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  officers. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives adhere  to  tfieir  disagreetnent  to  the  first 
amendment  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill 
aent  from  the  House  of  Represeutativei  for  con- 
cunence,  entitled  "An  act  apportioning  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  people  of  the  sevem  States, 
according  to  the  first  enumeration." 

Mr.  Cabot  requested  leave  to  bring  in  "a  bill 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other  cod- 
fisheries,  and  for  the  reflation  and  government 
of  the  fishermen  employed  thereie ;"  and  the  bill 
ins  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
aecoud  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolui- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which 
tbey  resolve  to  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to 
the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Honse  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "An  act  apportioning  Representar 
tires  amonff  the  people  of  the  several  Slates,  ac- 
cording to  the  fir^it  enumeration;"  and, 

On  the  question  to  adhere,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  lequired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  present, 
and  being  taken,  stood — 

YtAai—Mtmn.  Bradley,  Cabot,  EDnrortb,  Porter, 
King,  Langdon,  Robinwn,  Riidiertiird,  Stanton,  Sher- 
nan,  Strang,  and  Wingate. — 13. 
_N*T«^-MeMfB.  Bun,  Butler,  Dic^inwa,  Fevf,  Oonn, 

Lwkiiu,  Henry,  Johnston,  Ixtud,  Monroe,  Morrii,  and 


;dent 


'WCDifEBDAT,  December  21, 
RicHABDHBNRvLEE,from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
attended,  and  took  hb  seat 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infornied  the  Senate,  thai  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  agreed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
■eutaiives  for  concurrence,  emitted  "An  act  making 
"ippropriatiOQs  for  the  support  of  Govertmient  for 
■'theJearlTffi." 


A  motion  was  made,  "That  a  committee  heap- 
pointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  for  apportion- 
ing Representatives  among  the  people  of  th^  sev- 
eral Stales,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution  and  the 
late  census,  and  as  near  as  may  be  according  to 
the  first  article  of  the  amendments  of  the  Consti- 
tution, recommended  by  Congress  to  the  several 
States  for  their  ratification." 

Ordered,  That  this  modon  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration to-morrow. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
30th  of  October,  reported  "A  hill  establishing  a 
Mint,  and  reenlating  the  coins  of  the  United 
States;"  whlco  was  read  the  first  time,  and  paaaed 
'  I  the  second  reading. 

THiiRBmT,  December  S2. 

The  bill  "for  the  encouragement  of  tlie  bank 
and  other  cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and 
government  of  the  fishermen  employed  therein," 
WAS  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  committed  to  Messrs'.  Ca- 
BOT,  I^ARU,  Sherman,  Morris,  and  Lee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  iTiereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideratton  of 

e  motion  maae  yesterday,  to  wit: 

'  That  a  committee  be  appointed  tO  prepare  tmd 
reportabill  for  apportioning  representatives  amohg 
the  people  of  the  several  Stales,  agreeably  to  the 
Constitution  and  the  late  census,  and  as  near  as 
may  be  to  the  first  article  of  the  amendments  of 
the  Constitution,  recommended  b^  Congress  to 


M'eral  States  for  their  ratification; 
Ordered,  That  the  motion  be  postponed. 

Fbidat,  December  23. 

Mt.  Izard  presented  the  petition  of  a  ndmber 

of  the  merchants  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 

for  relief,  under  pccflliar  hardships  and  snfferings 

consequent  to  the 'late  war;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  That  the  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  Qflbert  Dench,  in  Vhalf  of  the 
orphan  children  of  the  late  Roger  Dench,  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  was 
taken  up,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
' "  report  to  the  Senate  thereon. 


,  December  26. 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
oinsof  the  United  States;"  and,  after  progress, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  carrying  into  effect  a  contract  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;"  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  canning 
into  effect  a  contract  between  the  United  Slates 
and  the  Sikte  of  Pennsylvania,"  was  tHd  the  first 
time,  as  follows: 
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Pneeediiigt. 


(Smitb. 


An  Act  fbrcaffjins iatotAet  s  csntnet  batwMm  the 

-  U^Md  SUIM  Md.  die  Slate  •{  PsaMTtnnim. 
FoT  du^  eoDTeying,  ta  Ae  State  ofPanncffmiia,  a 
' -ootMii  met  of  boidv  tlia  tigkt  to  tl»  KVTMDKent  and 

l]rBMnlatiniof.Congi«M,ortkB4lhdaj.ofeeplMii- 
ber,  in  the  jear  1786,  and  wkenof  dw  nght  gf  aoU 
b^  bMD  Mid  by  Tirtna  of  B  {narioiu  reaelntiao  of  Con- 
gma,  of  the  6tb  dwf  of  Juna,  in  the  eaid  yeai : 
8t  it  aiatted  hi  the  Settale  aad  Hauieof  Sepnaent- 
ofMM  of  the  Urnted  Stela  of  Amtrkti  m  Congrett 
mmmbkd.  That  the  Pmidem  of  the  United  Stat«  be 
n  Ailfilmeiit  of  the  temu  itipulatad 


M  Mai,  of  Dte  United  States, 
granting  and  eonnjlBf  to  the  nid  State,  finvrer,  the 
nid  tnet  (d  itnit  m»  the  mmi  iraii  aacertained  bj  a 
cnrny  nadein  nunuDMofthe  reaptatiDniif  Ceagren 
of  the  eth  da;  of  Jdu«.  1788. 
OMicnd,  TkaE  this  bill  pass  to  a  Mcond  lexdjng. 

'  TnEBDAY,  December  27. 

The  SeoUe  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  hill,  seat  from,  the  Hotise  of  Bepreseotatires 
br  coneuiience,  entitled  "Anact  forcarryiug  into 
effect  a  contract  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Stale  of  Pennsf  Ivania." 

Ordered,  That  thisbillpasa  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  readinK  of  "the 

bill  establishiDK  a  Mint,  and  regulating  uie  coins 

^  of  the  United  States;"  and,  after  progress,  the  fur- 

tfiec  coosideratiuQ'  ^lereoi   was   postponed   until 

-  Monday  next. 

'  WromsHLT,  D«c«aiiher  Sa 

''The*  Benateltrbeefe^f^' to  the  third  teadtnf;  erf 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
'  for  aoDeurmioe,  en thted  "Anactfet-cari^Bginto 
effect  a  contract  between  the  United  States  and 
IbeStateof  Peansffrania^aBd  Rmtltmd,  that  this 


MB -pass. 

Mr.  Cab 


Ir.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  vriiotn  "was 
"  Jrebaed  "  the  ibiU  for  (he  eiieouiMBtMm  -of  the 
.'  'hmk  and  otbetf'  ood  fithegies^'and  ftih  the  legtila- 
I  tion  and  gorerameal  of  tiie  fisfaenaeti  omployed 
'"""-wu,"  tepofted^' asnmdnHoits)'  and,  after  pro- 
s,  the  tor Aer  aoariderwioit  tk««<rf  tres  pbit- 


'■■pa&M. 


■  Ordertdj  That  ■  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
'bt  requested  to  certify  the  qoanPOm  of  allowance 
'  in  lien  of  drawback  on  expottedi  dried,  and  pickled 
fish,  which  hath  been  paid  under  "the  act  lor  lay- 
ing B  duty  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  im- 
■  ported  mto  the  United  States,"  of  the  4th  of  July, 
1789.  And  also  the  quantum  of  bonnty  paid  on 
the  expoitationof  dried  or  pickled  fish,  under  "the 
act  for  making  ftirther  prOTision  for  the  payment 
of  the  debts  (rt  the  United  States,"  of  the  10th  of 
'^Aucut,  1790. 

'  A  Menage  fcom  the  tVeiMHit  of  tke  United 

irBtateawas  R«enedi  inctomig'  for  «ow»daBtiDn 

"- Aflcopy  of  a  Letter whtcbhehad  received  from 

'-tite  Atthmey -General  of' th«  tJftited  States. 

''  The  Mesngeand  letter  wereTvkd,  and  onh!Ted 


THimaBAY,  December  89. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  oommit- 
tee  on  "the  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  hank 
and  other  cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and 
government  of  the  fishermen  employed  Ihereth," 
was  fiiitfaer  postpoaed. 

Fmuy,  DeeeUlMt  30. 
The  following  Message  from  the"  PWsMtntof 
the  United  States  was  received: 
Geailatun  of  the  Staattt  "^ 

of  tU  BoMt  of  RepremnUi&it*: 
I  lajtbAre  yen  ii     l|ij   ilf  Hill   iiMntiiiij  lij  Ibll 
Commonwealth  of  Vitginiat  of  the  aitiatM  «f  MMud- 

-HDpOMd  by  CtaigMM  to  tha  OenUitttua'ri' tha 

HMtaa,  and  a  icop;  ef  «  Letter'  wliiflh  aceriupa- 
id  MtiOaation,  Horn  dwOavainor  of  ^^gfaria. 
ii.  WAsaiNOXON. 
M,  17>1. 
n  the  Message  are  aa 


The  papers  refeired  V 

Come  I L  Chakbib, 

Mdunond,  Dee.  82,  V191. 
'  Sra;  TbeOenenl  AaMentbly,  during  Aeir  late  «e» 
sion,  have  adopted,  an  (he  part  of  that  CtiBnianm»alth, 
vpoaed  by  C(  ■     ■     " 

Statsi;  their 
I  do  myaalf  tha  honor  henirith  to  ti 
I  have  tbahoaor  to  be,  Ac., 

EENRY  I<EE. 
The  PniaiDuri'  of  the  United  StatM. 

ViMiaiA: 
OeMnl  AaMBiUy,  began  and  held  at  the  OspiU),  in 
the  dty  of  Richmood,  on  Monday,  the  17th. da^  of 
Octobc*,  ia  #M  j«ai  of  our  Lord  1791. 

HaKDAT,  DMSUbM  ft,>l«»l. 

Banktd,  Thattbe  «HM»d,  Ocrd,  ftMHb,  Mb,  Alh, 
■cTBDlh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  and  lwiMh«iti- 
clea  of  the  amendments  propoaed  by  Oongien  to  the 
Conttitation  of  the  United  States,  be  ratified  by  thii 
Commonwedth. 
DeoMher  16,4T«li  Agraed  to !»  die  Sunte. 

JOBN  PRIDB,  e.  a 
Exuaioed.  THOe.  MATTHEWS^  S.H. D. 

[For  the  MliJIeatlMi  <rf  the  Scat  article  m«  mtt,  p.  S9.] 

MotmAT,  Janimry  3,  1792. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 

the  bill  establishing  a  Mint,  and  r^^ting-the 

coins  of  the  United  States;  and,  after  pngreas, 

the  fiuther  c<»isideration  thereof  was  pQ^qnocd. 

Tdmdat,  JaniMiy  3. 

A  message  fitmi  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  the  time  limited  fot  settling  the  accoonis 
of  the  United  States  with  the  indiriduHl  States,"  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Semite  resumed  the  second  reading  of  "the 
bill  establishing  a  Mint,  and  Tegulaiing  tne  eoini 
of  the  United  States ;"  and,  after  progress,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  posiponea. 


55 


HIBTGRY  OP  CONO^Se. 


56 


SaMATc] 


[ JAinwtT,  1792. 


The  bill  sent  tram  the  Hou«e  of  Represeotatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  eiteiid  the 
time  limited  for  settlioi;  tbe  accounts  of  the  United 
Stales  with  the  individual  States,"  was  read  the 
first  time,  as  follows: 


Beit  enacted  hy  tkt Saiate  and Houit  of  Rvprtimt- 
^ioa  of  Iht  Vmttd  Stala  of  Amtriea  m  Congrat 
anembkd,  TIi>t  the  powen  of  the  Saud  of  Conuni*- 
aioaen  which,  by  ao  set  paised  in  the  tecond  Hoion  of 
file  fint  CongTM*  wta  eatabliihed  to  wttic  the  kceounl* 
between  the  United  State*  and  individual  State*,  ehell 
««tliime  nntO  die  letdajof  Julj,  1798,  onlen  the  buei- 
IHM  ihall  be  lOOiiCT  aocompliihed. 

Bbc  S.  And  bt  it  further  tnaettd.  That,  from  and 
ftar  the  |i>Miim  of  thia  act,  tha  pa;  of  the  principal 
«rit  of  the  nid  Boaid  •hall  be  Ae  aame  ae  the  pay  of 

a  principal  detk  in  the  Auditor*!  office. 

Lrdend,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  aecoad  reading. 

WBDNEeiiAY,  January  4. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresenlatiTes 
for  coDcorrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the 
time  limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  Sutes." 

The  petition  of  Patrick  Ferral,  clerk  to  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  individual  Stales, 
was  read,  praying  for  an  addition  to  his  compen- 
sation ;  also,  sun^y  communications  from  the  said 
Board  of  Commissioners;  and  it  was  agreed  that 
the  further  consideratioa  of  the  last  mentioned  bill 
be  poetponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  "tbe 
bill  establishing  a  Mint  and  regulating  Uie  coins 
of  the  United  Slates;"  and  made  some  progress 

THiiBenAY,  January  5. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regu- 
lating Ae  coins  of  the  United  States," 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representative) 
concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time 
Umited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bbaoley,  Monroe,  and  Ellbwohth,  to  consider 
and  report  generaUy  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  "the 
bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other 
cod  fisheries,  and  lor  the  regulation  and  got 
ment  of  the  fishermen  employed  therein;" 
after  agreeing  to  sundry  amendments,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

Ordard,  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  be 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 


FaiDAT,  Jaapaiy  6. 

CnaRLse  Carroll,  from  theState  of  Maryland, 
attended,  and  look  his  seat. 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
.J  the  drawback  on  dried  and  piokled  fiah  eocport- 
ed,  in  conformity  to  the  order  of  Senate  ot  tbe 
26th  ultimo,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report,  and  papers  therein 
referred  to,  lie  for  eonsideration- 

Ordered  That  the  consideration  of  the  lull  sent 
from  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  for  coneor- 
rence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  be 
further  postponed. 

Mdrdat,  January  9. 

RicBann  BAB8BTT,from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
attended,  and  took  his  seat 

The  petitim  of  Isaac  Ledyaid,  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  for  the  re-aetilemeut  of  his  account, 

r  reasons  stated  in  his  petition,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  14th  of  December 
lost,  to  revise  tne  acts  and  resolves  relative  to  the 
compensations  of  disabled  officers  and  soldifers,  and 
' }  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  officers. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 

the  bill  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
oins  of  the  United  States,"  and  agreed  to  sundry 
amendments,  as  follow: 

Sic.  1.  Expunge  the  latter  part  of  the  section,  and 
make  the  following  the  leeond  section,  to  wit: 

SsG.  B.  Jndbt  it  further  enatied.  That  the  dh«c«» 
of  the  Mint  ahall  employ  as  many  derka,  workmen,  and 
servanta,  as  he  ahali,  fttaa  ttau  to  time,  find  neceeaaiy, 
subject  to  the  approbaltMi  of  the  Preaidaiit  c(  the  United 
States. 

And  to  number  the  subsequent  sections  accoid- 


tngh'. 


amend  section  sixth,  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "accounts,"  in  the  amendment, 
these  words: 

"  Of  the  diatrariMnenti  of  the  eaid  Mint  ahall  be  ren- 
dered by  the  director  thereof  it  the  Trsamn  of  the 
United  States,  lar  settleiDeat,  acoording  to  the  nilea 
pnKTibed  for  the  adjustment  of  aocount*  againat  the 
United  Stale*,  in  other  caaea:  And  (he  aaid  dinctor 
■hall,  likewise,  onca  bi  each  yeu-,  make  a  report  to  Con- 
gieaa  of  the  traniactione  of  the  nid  Mint,  aeoompanied 
by  an  abstract  of  the  settlement  of  eaid  disburaemanta, 
which  abatract  shall  be  certified  by  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treamrj." 

The  motion  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  amend  section  9,  of  the  original    . 
bill,  as  follows: 

Strike  out  the  words  "and  silver." 

And  af^er  the  word  "America,"  erase  to  the  end 
of  the  section,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert — 

"And  upon  the  revene  of  each  of  the  said  silver 
oaaa,  in  the  centre  of  the  eietfue,  there  ahall  be  an 
eogtaving  of  two  band*  united,  and  around  (he  D»aipn 
of  the  piece  as  many  circle*  linked  together  ae  there 
shall  be  Slate*  in  the  Union  at  tbe  tone  of  the  coinage 
each  drde  cootainuig  the  initial  lettera  of  tbe  name  of 
ita  reqiectrre  Slate ;  and  between  the  repreaanlatinB  at 
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be  *^i*  uucriptioa  in  ui  ii"!T^?^r  fcinn,  *  Dt^lar  of  tho 
United  Bulaa  of  Amaiict,'  where  the  coinage  ihall  be 
of  >  doUu',  but  where  the  coinaga  ihiU  be  of  perte  of  e 
dollu,  axpnamag  the  aune  accvrdingly • 

"  And  on  the  iBTene  of  each  of  the  laid  eoppei  coini, 
then  ahall  be  a  repieaentatiou  of  America,  in  the  uiual 
Icoule  figore  of  Juitice  balding  balanced  ecalea,  with 
tbn  inacdptioa,  '  To  all  theii  due.'  And  aronod  the 
naigia  thii  legend,  eiptenive  of  the  deaomiuation  of 
the  piece,  '  Cmt  of  the  United  Statei  of  America,'  or 
half  cant,  *a  the  caw  may  be." 

This  modon  passed  is  the  negHtire. 

After  ftirther  ptogresB  in  the  bill,  the  Senate 
■djtnuned. 

Tdebuat,  January  10. 

Mt.  Bvaa  reported,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed  the  14th  December  last,. to  rerise  the  acts  and 
lesolTes  relative  to  the  compensations  to  disabled 
officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  deceased  cnicers. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  for  cimsideration. 

Mr.  Bradlbt,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  5th  of  January,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Hotise 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
coimts  of  the  United  States  with  the  individual 
Stales,"  reported  sundry  amendments,  which  were 
adopted;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  (o  pass  to  the 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  jKoceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
(he  committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Repreaentatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  widow*,  Mphaus,  invaUds, 
and  other  persons." 

Ordertd,  That  this  bill  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
BuRX,  Btboho,  and  Bdtler,  who  are  also  to  con- 
sider and  report  such  further  general  pn»7isi(HiB  as 
they  shaU  conceive  necessary  for  the  relief  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  ofBcers  who  were  killed, 
or  died,  and  officers  and  soldiers  who  were  dis- 
abled in  service  during  the  late  war. 

A  message  from  the  Hou.'<e  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bilL  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  ibePostOfficeandPost  Roads  within  the 
United  States,"  in  which  they  desire  the  con 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  hill  was  read  the  firtt  tine,  as  follows; 


Be  it  enaettd  b^  the  Stnaie  aad  Houteof  RmeteiU- 
oHvet  af  tht  United  Stata  of  America  m  Congrat 
.  OMtmbUd,  That,  fiom  and  after  the  paaaLag  of  thia  act, 
the  following  nwds  be  eetabliihed  u  poet  roads,  namelj : 
From  Wiacawett,  in  the  district  of  Maine,  lo  Bivann^ 
in  Georgia,  bv  the  ^'owing  route,  to  wit:  Portland, 
PoTtonoDth,  Eieter,  Kewbuiypoit,  Ipawicb,  Salem,  Boe- 
ton,  Wo^ceate^,BpIiIlgfyd,H■ItIi»d,NewH■Tea,SlT«t- 
bId,  Fairfield,  Norwalk,  Stamford,  New  York,  Newark, 
Bliiabelhlawn,  Brunswick,  Piinoeton,  Trenton,  Bristol, 
niiladelphia,  Chester,  WUmingtou,  Elkton,  Charlet- 
town,  HaTre.de-Gnce,  Harford,  Baltimore,  Blidena- 
borg,  Georgetown,  Alexandria,  Coleheater,  DtuoCnaa, 
Fredaiiakiharg,  Bowling  Green,  Hanover  Court  Uonie, 


RichnuMid,  Petanbnrg,  Hali&i,  TarlHtough,  Smith- 
Geld,  Fajetteville,  New  Bridge  over  Drowning  Creek, 
Chenw  Court  Uonae,  CimbdMi,  Stateabarg,  Columbia, 
Cambridge,  and  Augusta,  and  from  thence  lo  SavBB- 
nah;  and  from  Augusta  to  Washington,  In  the  great 
blla  of  Ogechee;  and  btan  Staleaburg  to  Chaileeton; 
and  from  Charleatoo  to  Georgetown ;  from  CluuleetoD 
to  Savannah ;  and  from  Savannah,  bj  Newport  Bridge, 
to  Snnbotj ;  and  also  from  Eister  to  Conooid,  in  New 
Hsmpahire;  and  Itam  Saleia  to  MaiUehead;  andfimn 
Salem  lo  Glonceateri  and  from  Beaton,  yrj  Pravidanoe, 
Newport,  and  New  London,  lo  New  Haven ;  and  fton 
Boston  thiough  Taunton,  to  New  Bedlbrdi  and  ftom 
Taunton,  throi^h  Warren  and  Bristol,  to  Newport; 
also,  Irom  Taunton  to  Pljmouth,  and  thenoe  to  B  niton, 
and  from  Spiingfiald,  in  Xbx  State  of  Mawachuaette,  lo 
Kindeihook,indie8tateofNewyiH'k;  and  from  Bpiing- 
field,  through  Northfirid  and  ChartaslowB,  to  Wiadaor, 
Venuont;  and  from  Slockbridgs,  in  Maaaadmselta, 
Bennington,  Mancheator,  and  Rutland,  in  Vamontj 
d  fiom  Haitfindi  b;  Middletown,  to  New  London: 
also,  &MU  Hartbrd  to  Norwich  and  Providence;  and 
from  Philadelphia,  bj  Lancaster,  Vorklnwo,  Carlisle, 
Shippenaburg,  Bedford,  and  Oreensburg,  to  Pittsburg ; 
and  from  Wilmington,  b;  Werwi(^  Georgetown,  Cnwa 
Boada,  Cheatertown,  Cheater  MUls,  and  Baston,  to  Vi- 
enna; also,  from  Wilmingtm,  by  Dock  Creek  to  Do- 
ver, and  basa  thenoe,  bj  Dagibontogh,  lo  Northampton 
court  house,  in  Virginia ;  sad  fiwn  Baltimaie  to  Anna- 
polii.  Upper  Hariborough,  Piaeatawa,  Port  Tobacco, 
Allen's  freeh,  and  Chaptico,  to  Leonardtpwn ;  and  frrait 
Richmond,  by  WiUiamsburg,  Yorktown,  and  Hampton, 
to  Norfolk ;  and  from  Ftnlerickatnirg,  by  Port  Royal 
and  Tappahannock,  to  Urbanna ;  and  fiom  Peterabnrg; 
bj  Cabm  point,  Smithfield,  and  Sufiblk,  to  Portamouth , 
and  frxim  SulTolk  (o  Edaoton  and  WashingUm;  and 
from  Washington  to  Newbem,  and  thenoe  lo  Wtbailtg- 
ton ;  and  from  FayetteviUe,  by  BliiabethlDWn,  to  Wit. 
tnington  ;  and  from  Halifiuc,  by  HilhborOUgh,  to  Salia- 
bon  I  aiid  from  New  York  to  Albany ;  ttata  Now  Yoik 
to  Hartford,  through  White  Plains  North  Castle,  Sa- 
lem, Poundridge,  Kidgefietd,  Danburr,  Newtown,  New 
MUfbid,  Litdifield,  Hamngton,  and  Famiington ;  fimn 
Eliaabethtown,  by  Moniatown,  to  Susaei  court  hoase ; 
fion  Alexandria,  by  Laeaburg,  Sbepherdstown,  Martms- 
burg,  Winchester,  SlevenslniTg,  Straaborg,  Woodstock, 
and  Bockingbam  court  house,  to  Staunton ;  and  fiom 
Kicbmond,  hj  CharloltosviUe,  Staunton,  Lozington,  Fin> 
castle,  Montgomery  court  houae,  Wythe  court  house,  Ab- 
iikgdon,  and  Hawlun'a  court  house,  in  die  territory  south 
of  the  river  Ohio,  to  Danville,  in  Kentuck; ;  and  fiom 
Baltimore,  by  Fredericktown  and  Shsrpeburg,  lo  Ha- 
gantown,  and  fitim  thenoe  to  Chamberaburg ;  Proeidtd, 
That  the  route  by  which  the  mails  are  at  prteent  oon- 
veyed  shall  in  no  case  be  altered,  without  the  consent 
of  the  contractors,  till  the  contracts  made  by  the  Past- 
master  Genera]  shall  be  determined. 

Sac.  2.  And  bt  it  further  enaeted.  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawfid  for  (he  Foatmastcs'  General  to  enter  into 
contracts,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  Eve  years,  for  ex- 
tending the  line  of  posts,  and  to  authoriie  the  person  or 
porsona  so  contracting  to  receive,  during  tita  continu- 
ance of  such  conlnct,  according  to  the  rales  by  tUa  act 
eetaUiahed,  all  the  postage  whi^  shall  aiiae  on  lettaia, 
Dowap^ters,  and  packets,  convned  by  any  such  poet ; 
and  the  roads  therein  designated  shall,  during  the  con- 
tinoance  of  such  coatiaet,  be  doomed  andooniidered  a« 
post  roads,  within  the  terms  and  provisions  of  this  act : 
Pronided,  That  no  such  contract  shall  be  made  to  the 
diminutioo  of  the  tovenue  of  the  Geoenl  Post  Offico , 
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'  «nd  that  a  duplicate  oTrtety  Mch  ocHtract,  under  hand 
•nd  Msl,  «lull,  wilhin  lixtj  daya  ifler  Ihe  «iecation 
tb«no(;  be  Indgtri  in  tlM«flk«af  the  Ooiaptndler  ofllie 
Treaamy  of  Ibe  United  BlatBfc 

Sac.  9.  And  ie  il  farlktt  ettodtd.  That  Olen  Aall 
bo  otaUiihed,  at  the  aeat  of  tiie  Oovemfllent  of  the 
United  States,  •  Oetienl  PoM  Office;  and  there  ahall 
Wane  I^)«tmasterO«naal,  whoihall'haTvtadiorilir  to 
aKMrint  an  aotoant  and  depn^  poatmaaten,  at  all 
ploMa  *Aera  mch  shall  be  fnind  neen— arf :  trtid  he 
■ball  provide  Sat  arrjbig  the  mail  of  the  TJnhad  8tat«a 
b;  atage  caitiasea  ot  horan;  as  he  vny  jodge  noit  e 
n^etit,  and  aa  often  a*  he,  having  teisrd  to  Onni. 
dqetWencaa  thereof,  a*  wdl  ea  other  chvnmacaneei,  ^aU 
ttdnk'pwperi  anddefiay  tfi«el(pen>e  OitonMr,  wiA  all 
other  tiifWiiMua  '«tlii)ig  on  the  vodeeliaD  and  man^e- 
inent  of  ihe  Mifenue  of  the  post  office.  He  rimll  also 
bun  pmtrvi  preaoribe  each  refatattons  to  the  deputy 
poMnHUia,  and  othera  attpiajni  omler  hhn,  aa  maj 
be  Rnrnd  nemaaary,  and  to  aaperintend  the  Dnriv 
tt»departiiieB(,  in  all  the  dntie*  that  are  of  ma; 

Agnei  Wili  and  alao  to  direct  the  rtrate  of  road,  . 

then  an  vum  than  one  between  the  ptacea  aboti  ee- 
taMMhed;  irhkh  iWli  or  rod  ahall  be  conalderad 

8tc.  4.  And  be  it  Jurlher  auuied.  That  the  Peat- 
Inaator  Oenerd  riiall,  once  in  Oiree  nrantha,  obtain  fimn 
hi*  dep«ijea  Ihe  aieoranti  end  vondwn  of  their  ree^pta 
and  expendilureB;  and  the  bakneea  dno  thereon;  and 
tk»a  neaan  loihe  Seaetary  df  the  Tieaantr  a  quartarly 
aeoottnt  of  all  the  Tooelpta  and  eipenditrnea  in  the  «aid 
d^nrtment,  to  be  adjusted  and  aetlied  ■■  oQler  pabhc 
attouMi ;  and  Aall  pay.  quaAerty,  into  the  TieaButy 
«f  (he  United  Siktea,  the  balance  inhishanda.  And 
Ae  F«*tinUter  Oeneral  and  hi>  aa>iitant,and  the  depu- 
ty pqatnaMen,  Mid  auch  aa  they  nay  emfHoy  in  Uieir 
olEoeB,  Aall,  TsApediTely,  before  they  enter  upon  the 
'  duttea,  i>r  be  entitled  to  receive  the  (mOluinenti  oriheir 
office,  take  and  cabMiibe,  before  eome  juatice  of  the 
peaoe,  the  tbllDWing:  oath  or  sfnrmationi  and  cailse  a 
certMeale  thereof  to  be  lUed  in  the  oflio*  of  the  Post- 
iDa«t«T  0«neral:  "I  dvnrearforaffinn,  uthecan 
'  be,)  that  I  will  not  vrtKhHy,  wilGngly,  and  bnoiTTngly, 
«p«n,'d«lain,ordelay,M-  eauH,  procime,  peitnit,  or  (uffer 

■  ta  be  opened;  detained,  or  detayied,  any  lettet  or  padiet 
wUch  ahaU  eooie  mtd  my  bands,  power,  or  coitody,  by 

■  TaMonofnyeniployinent  in, or  rehtingto,  the  poat  office, 
'sioBptbytlwoanaentof  theperaon  to  whom  uie  Baine  is 
'  ^ilMBd,  or  except  in  auch  caeea  where  tin  party  to 

^tom  auch  letter  or  packet  ihall  be  directed,  or  who  ia 
duifed  with  Ae  poaUge  Utereof,  draH  refhae  Of  neglect 
to  pay  Ihe  poMage ;  and  except  inch  letteia  or  padteta 
'•a^Mll  be  retnnied  for  want  of  true  directk>nB,orirhere 
the  Mfty  to  whom  the  aaroe  are  addnaaed  cannot  be 
'  fiMDid ;  and  that  I  wiB  not,  any  way,  embenle  any  «nch 
'  Mter  or  packet."  And  the  contiartora  for  ttrrjbig  the 
mail,  and  their  agenta  or  acrvantt,  to  whom  the  care  of 

<  tiienafl  «hall  be  entiuited,  ahall,  before  theb  diacharg- 
"'  log'  the  Hid  tnut,take  and  aubaeribe  the  fbDoMngoath 

'  ar'afflnubon,  andemae  aeertifleslelheiiMf  tobeSled, 

<  aa-aMtWud :  "  I  d6  awear^or  affirm,  aa  die  oaae  may 
'  be,>1b«l  I  will  AiOAdly  exeoote  and  peMbnn  aH  the 

'dmiea  leqaired  of  me,and  alialain  from  «veiy  (hhig  fbr- 
'  MAden  byllie  act,  etitMted  •■  An  act  to  eataUiiA  the  poat 

offioe  and  poet  roada  wflhin  the  United  Btatoe." 

Sac,  6.  Andbeil  fuHker  enaelcd.  That  it  ahall  be 
"flidduty  of  the  Poatnraater  Oeneral' to  pnMde  for  the 

*>KVBj«ncB  aeron'  any  fetry  of  (h*  Uul  and  th6  Bar- 
■■'t»g«,  and  tha  hone  carryins'tfae-  aatne.  And  if  »ny 
>ftt*(»*hail4)MihM  or  re(*rd'  Ihe  ptM^      * 


tit  offtnyhoraBot  eurftge  ean^teg  Ibett 
'Upon  eon*ict>Dn,  for  every  anchvAiKA  pi 
excmdimg  one  hundred  doUara.  And  if  any  A 
ihalt,  by  Wilful  negligence,  o*  i>efO«al  to  Imurpmt  'the 
■nail  acroaa  any  fitny,  delay  Aie  attne,  he  ihat^  tofait 
md  pay,  for  each  half  fabur  that  the  skne  riMU  be  so 
delayed,  a  anm  not  excecdnif  ten  doUkn. 

Stc.  6.  And  be  il  /urtAer  enaeled,  That  it  Aal|iba 
the  duty  of  the  PoMmait«r  Oenenl  to  give  pubHeitHy 
tiee,  in  em  or  more  of  the  newapepen  pnbHahed'M>the 
aeat  of  Oovwnment  of  the  United  States,  for  at  Meat 
twelve  weeka  befbie  the  entering  inte  any  usfiiiaMfbr 
the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  (hat  *nch  cymtmct  ia  itato^ 
ed  to  be  made,  and  the  day  on  trMch  It  afaal)  ba  con- 
cluded; deacribing  the  places  from  and  towUdlwaeh 
mail  ia  to  be  conveyed ;  tha  time  at  which  it  ia  to  bt 
made  up,  the  day  and  hour  at  which  it  ia  to  be  delivered, 
and  the  penaltv  or  pcnaltiw  for  non-performance  of  the 
atipulaliona.  He  ahallj  moretrver,  vrtthia  thirtj  daya 
after  the  making  of  any  contntct,  lodge  the  aamet  to- 
gether with  the  prapoeala  which  he  ahall  have  taenved 
■    th»  office  of  the  C        ■    " 


e  Treasury  of  the  Un^ed  Sli 

Sic.  7.  Attd  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  every  depv 
\j  poatmastar  ahall  keep  an  office,  in  which  one  or  mora 
peiaoni  ahalt  attend,  at  auch  houn  aa  the  Poatmaater 
Oeneral  ihall  direct,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  tlw 
duties  thereof;  and  all  letters  brought  to  any  post  office 
half  an  hour  before  the  time  of  making  up  the  mall  at 
auch  office,  shall  be  fbrwsrded  therein ;  and  the  letteta 
to  be  deltveied  at  any  oAer  post  office  ihall  be  scaled 
up  together,  and  the  seal  ihoS  not  be  brekeu  until  tfcey 
are  so  delivered. 

8ic.  9.  And  beil  fiirihtr  enatM,  TTiat  the  Poat- 
masler  (leneTal  shall  be  aHowed  for  his  aerviee*  at  the 
rate  of  two  thouaand  dollart  per  atinam ;  his  a^ahnt 
at  the  rata  of  one  Ootuand  doUan  per  annura,  to  be 
paid  quarterly,  at  the  Treaaury  of  the  United  Btatta ; 
and  no  fees  or  pti^iiisiteB  ahall  be  received  by  'either 
of  them  on  account  of  the  dutioi  to  be  pcafoimed  iflvir> 
tue  oTtheii  appointments. 

Sic.  9.  And  be  it  fwtker  enacted.  That,  from  and 
afto'  the  first  day  of  March  next,  the  dc^ty  poetmaa> 
ler,  and  person*  authorized  by  the  Poadasstei  General, 
ahall  demand  and  receive,  for  (he  poetage  and  convey- 
ance of  letters  and  packets,  except  auch  as  are  herein* 
after  excepted,  according  to  the  several  ratee  and  sifma 
following ; 

For  the  postage  of  every  single  letter  to  or  from  any 
phu;e,  by  land,  not  exceeding  thirty  nlilea,  aix  cents: 

Over  thirty  milea;  and  not  eiceeifing  nity,  dght 

Oyer  aixty  mHea,  •nd  not  sieaeding  one  hondred, 
ten  cents; 

Over  one  hundred  miles,  and  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  fitly,  twelve  cents  and  a  half; 

Over  one  hiindicd  and  fifty  miles,  and  not  ex<Meding 
two  hundred,  fifteen  cents ; 

Over  two  hundred  miles,  nid  not  exceeding  twObtm- 
dred  Bnd  fifty,  seventeen  cents; 

Over  two  hundred  and  IWty  mBea,  and  not  eicoeding 
three  hundred  and  fifty,  twetv^centa; 

And  to  and  fhmi  any  place,  by  land,  niorfe  thaii  four 
hundred  mUes,  twenly^Gve  cents. 

And  every  double  letter  ahall  pay  douMe  the  Mid 
ev*Ty  triple  letter,  triple;  eveiy  packet  weighing 
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''Jxtoing  hfaa,  to  and' from  the  PniteJ  States  ia  piAet 
'  Dbatta  or  vcmbIi,  the  proptirtf  of,  or  prorided  by,  the 
' '  'Cnhed  States,  and  all  letlen  hrooKht  b;  Ha  into  the 

-  United  BtilM,  fn  anf  alher  lUp  of  nnel,  ihan  b«  mUd 

-  and  ^b^tpd  uMltm: 

Forever;  single  tetter  broDghV into, or  sent flrom, the 
Vtdtti  Statea,  b;  tea,  in  anj  packet,  boat,  or  ymsl, 
bebngtng  to,  or  empiajHl  bj,  me  United  Statei,  (%ht 

'  Par  ererr  dotible  tetter,  rixtecn  eenti; 
Tot  cvety  triple  letter,  twent7-(bar  cflhta; 
For  erery  Utter  brought  into  the  United  Stdea, 
'  enUed  from  one  port  thntin  to  anottief,  W  *ea,  in  ai , 
otter  ifaip  or  temel,  ftnir  i^tnu,  if  deliveced  at  the  place 
when  Ae  aame  ihalt  arrire ;  and,  if  directed  to  any  other 
pltce,  irith  the  addition  of  <he  like  poatager  an  othei  let- 
tew  aie  made  nibject  ti  the  wrjinent  of  bj  thie  act. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  fiirtier  enaded.  That,  if  anj 
depDtj  pMtmaater,  or  ottier  peison  aaljiorlzed  b;  the 
pMtmaslCT  General,'  ifaaH  Jpm^nd  or  recervc  an;  n ' 
of  poatage,  or  any  gratuity  or  reward,  other  than  ia  pi 
'  tided  hf  this  act  fo^  the  postage  of  letten  or  packets;  i 
■'  conyiction  thereof;  he  shall  ftirffeit,  (br  snch  oflfence,  one 
''ItnAdied  doUarg,  and  ihaU  be  rendered  incapah' 
tiolding  any  office  under  the  United  States. 
'Sic.  12.  Andbeitfartha-tnacted.  Thal-noBUpor 
'  teaeel,  anrring  ■!  any  port  witbia'  the  Utiiled  Statea, 
''Mlbre  a  post  office  is  estabNibed,  shall  be  permitted  ' 


letters  dinieted  to  any  person  or  persona  within  (he 
'  United  States,  which,  under  his  care,  or  within  his  pow- 
'  <r,  shall  be  brought  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  other  than 
'  -inch  u  are  dbected  to  the  owner  or  eonngnee,  or  per- 
son concerned  in  any  merehandiBd  or  talBng  in  such 
■hip  or  vessel ;  but  when  a  venel  shall  be  bound  to 
'  another  port  than  that  at  which  ^he  may  enter,  and  there 
is  no  communication  by  post  between  socb  port  ofentij, 
Uid  her  port  of  dehvery,  the  lellsrs  belonging  to.  or  to 
'  be  delivered  at  the  said  port  ol  delivery,  shall  not  be  de- 
'  Rvered'  to  the  postmaster,  at  the  port  of  ent^.  And  it 
■  Axis  be  the  dlitv  of  (h*  colIeMor,  or  oflier  officer  of  the 
"'pol't  Empowered  to  receive  entries  of  ships  or  vessela,  to 
''TCqiuie  Ihtm  e^ery  master  or  commander  of  such  ^ip 
''  lyr  lAcsBel,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  purporfing  that  he  hu> 
"  fcKveted  all  such  letters  as  aforesaid. 

'  Bec.  13.  And  be  it  furlhir  eitatttd,  TUat  the  post- 
masters, to  whom  such  letters  may  be  dehvered,  shall 
ey  to  the  master,  commander,  or  other  person,  deliver- 
g  the  Same,  two  cents  for  every  sDch  letter  or  packet; 
''Ind  shall  dbtain, ftom  the  person  delivering  the  same, 
'  a  oertillcate,  spacU^ing  the  niunber  of  letters  and  pack- 
,  ets,  with  the  name  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  and  the  plaoe 
from  i«hence  she  last  sailed;  which  certificate,  together 
"  with  a  receipt  for  the  money,  shall  be,  with  his  half 
'  jearly  accounts,  transmitted  to  the  Postmsstor  General, 
I 'who  shall  credit  the  amount  thereof  to  the  postmaster 
'  fcrwaiding  the 


"lies,  ^all  take  up,  receive,  order,  deqiatch,  convev,  carry , 

"*<»  deliver,  any  letter  or  letters,  packet  or  packets,  lor 
'liije  or  reward,  on  any  established  post  road,  or  shall  be 
'Concerned  in  setting  up  any  foot  or  hOrse  post,  or  any 
'■^pUket,  or  other  vessel  or  boat,  or  any  conveyance  what- 
"Sver,  whereby  the  revenue  of  the  General  Post  OScb 
Ihay  be  injureil,  every  person  so  oQending  shaD  forfeit, 
lor  evoy  such  offence,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  doHaia, 
.Niadlbifciintuiuing  so  to  bflend  lor  one  or  more  weeks,  shall 
nttr  isieiy  week,  forfeit  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dcdbn. 


Sec  is,  Piwlded,'na>trlhdag,  and  bt  if  farther  m- 
aettd.  That  it  shsU  be  Iswi^il  for  the  msstersof  ships 
and  veSseh^  conductors  of  pack  horses,  and  Ibr  carriers 
of  goods  by  carts  or  wagons,  to  be  carriers  and  deliver^ 
en  of  all  such  ICtten  or  packets,  as  immediately  concern 
any  merchandiBe  or  ladjng  in  sQcb  ship  or  veise^  or 
such  goods  or  merchandise  ss  arc  urfder  the  immedbla 
otm  or  inspection  of  such  mssten,  conductors,  or  ear> 
riers;  provided,  such  master,  conductor,  or  earlier,  shall 
deliver  every  such  letter  to  the  penon  or  persons  to 
whom  it  is  addressed,  withoiA  hire  or  reward ;  ProBided, 
aim,  "Hiat  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  every  person 
to  simd  tetWii  or  paiAets  by  »ny  private  friend,  or  by 


And  btitfitrthtr  eiiaeled,  Tta.ttbt'itpbtj 
ponltaasCan,  or  umta  of  Ae  PostmasKT  General,  shaU 
^uty  account,  and  answer  tA  Tihn,  for  al^by  at  way'lM- 
tvrs,  and  shafl  spedl^  the  samei  whether  single,  denble, 
triple,  or  ornice  weight,  in  flie  post  bill;  and'if  any 
deputy  postmsBlef,  or  agent,  shall  neglect  so  to  account, 
he  or  uiey,  so  offending,  ^all',  on  conviction  thereof^ 
Ibrfint,  for  eveiy  such  6fimice,  a  sum  not  exceeding  One 
hundred  dollars. 

Sic.  17.  And  be  it  fuTfh»  miteted,  'That,  If  anyfleT- 
■on  amployeid  in  any  of  the  depeitmentaof  die  OmAvI 
Post  Office  shall  nnlawfuUy  detain,  del«y,  or  open,  iny 
letter,  pocket,  newspaper,  hag,  or  mail  of  tetteia,  with 
which  he  shall  be  eiitristed,  or  which  shall  hive  como 
td  his  pouessian,  and  which  are  intended  to  be  con- 
veyed I^  post ;  or,  if  any  such  person  shall  secrete,  em- 
beizle,  or  destroy,  sny  letter,  newspaper,  or  packet  en- 
trusted to  him  as  aflrresaid,  and  which  eti^  not  contain 
any  secifrlty  for,  or  assurance  relating  to,  money,  as 
herehiafter  described,  every  such  offender,  being  thereof 
dnly  coiivicted,  shall,  lor  every  such  ottence,  be  fined 
not  cicee£ng  three  hundred  dollars,  or  Imprisoned  not 
eicifcding  six  months,  or  both,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances and  aggravations  of  the  offence.  And  if  any 
person,  employed  as  aforesaid,  shaU  secrete,  embeide, 
or  tfesiroy,  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters, 
with  which  he  shall  be  entnlsted,  or  which  ahslt  have 
.  And  are  intended  to  be  conveyed 
In-  post,  cont«ning  any  bank  note,  or  bank  po«l'biH,  bill 
of  eichsHge,  Warrant  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
St&te«,  note  of  assignment  of  stock  in  the  flind^  letters 
of  Wtomey  for  recwving  annuities  or  dividends,  or  for 
Selling  stock  in  the  flmds,  or  far  receiving  the  interest 
thereof,  or  any  letter  of  credit,  or  note  lor,  or  relating  to, 
the  payment  of  money,  or  other  bond  or  warrant,  draft, 
bill,  or  promissory  note,  whatsoever,  for  (he  payment  of 
money ;  or,  if  any  such  pnson,  employed  as  aforesaid, 
shall  steal  or  take  any  of  the  same  ouf  of  an;  letter, 
packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters,  that  riiall  come  to  lite 
possession,  he  shall,  on  conviction  Gir  any  such  oSeiiieo, 
suffer  death.  And  if  any  person  who  shall  have  taken 
charge  of  tho  mul  of  the  United  Stales,  shall  quit  or 
desert  the  same  befbre  his  arrival  at  the  neil  post  office, 
shall'  not  Use  dSSgtnd  to  arrive  seasonably  at  the 
same;  every  such  person,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and 
-  ly  a  sum  not  elcveding  one  hundred  dollars  Ibr  ev^ 
ich  bflfenee.  And  if  any  person  concerned  in  carry- 
ig  the  mail  of  the  Uhited  States, -shall 'coHect,  receive, 
'  carry,  any  tetter  or  packet,  or  shall  cause  or  prod^re 
i«  same  to  be  done,  contrary  to  this  set,  every  such 
oflender  sliall  Ibrleit  and  pay,  for  every  sndi  oSrace,  • 
sum  not  eiceedinj; 'fifty  ddlSrs. 

Sec.  18.  AndieUJurtkerenaeted,  That,if  anyjta- 
son  o'  persons  shall  rob  any  calmer  of  the  mail  of^fhe 
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post,  of  an;  letUr,  packet,  bill:,  i»rmNlariansTi,oi  ihall 
ileal  audi  mail,  or  ahall  steal  and  take  fiuin  or  oat  of 
the  tame,  or  from  or  eut  of  anj  bag  or  mail  of  letters, 
01  from  or  out  of  aaj  port  office,  hoiue,  or  [dace,  for  the 
receipt  or  deliverf  of  lett«n  or  p&cketa,  aent,  or  to  be 
aeiit,  by  port,  any  letter  or  pa<^et,  luch  ofiendcr  w  of- 
fenden  ihall,  on  couriction  (hereof^  nifier  death. 

Bac.  19.  And  be  it  furtha- enacted.  That  the  depDty 
peabnuten  aball,  renieclively,  publiih,  at  the  expiration 
of  every  three  months,  in  one  of  the  newipapera  pub- 
liihed  at  or  nearert  the  place  of  hi*  residence,  for  three 
•accessive  weeks,  a  liet  of  alt  th«  letten  then  remaining 
in  their  reapec^Te  offices;  and,  at  the  eipiistion  of  the 
neit  three  months,  aball  send  such  of  the  said  letters  as 
Aen  remain  on  hand,  ■•  dead  letters,  to  the  General 
Port  Office,  where  the  same  shall  be  opened  and  in- 
spected ;  and  if  an;  valttable  papers,  or  matter  of  con- 
sequence, shall  be  found  therein,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Postmaster  General  to  cause  a  descriptive  list  thereof 
to  be  inserted  in  one  of  the  newBpapen  published  at  the 
place  most  comeoient  to  where  the  owner  may  be  sup- 
posed to  reside,  if  within  the  United  States;  and  such 
lettet  and  the  contents  shall  be  preserved,  to  be  deLvered 
to  the  person  te  whom  the  same  ihatl  be  addi^oaed,  upoD 
fiayment  of  the  postage  and  the  eipense  of  pubhca- 

Bic.  SO.  And  be  it  furfur  enacted.  That  the  follow- 
ing letters  and  packets,  and  no  other,  shall  be  received 
and  conveyed  by  post,  iree  of  postage,  under  such  re- 
stfictions  as  are  hereiasfler  provided ;  that  is  to  say :  all 
letters  and  packets  to  or  from  the  President  or  Vice 
Preaident  of  the  United  States ;  and  all  letters  and  pack- 
etk,  not  exceeding  two  ounces  in  weight,  to  or  from  any 
member  of  the  Senste  or  House  of  Representativei,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  or  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  during  their  actual  attendance  in  any 
session  of  Congress,  and  twenty  days  after  such  session, 
all  letters  to  and  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  his  assistant.  Comptroller,  Register,  and  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Treasurer,  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  the  Postmaster  General,  and  his  as- 
sistant and  deputies,  under  such  restrictions  as  shall  be 
enjoined  upon  the  Poetmaster  General  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States :  Provided,  Thet  no  person,  hav- 
ing the  privilege  of  franking  letters,  Aall  frank  or  en- 
w  any  letter  or  packet,  other  than  his  own ;  but  any 
ilic  letter  or  packet  from  the  Depariment  of  the 
>essury  may  be  franked  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
anry  or  the  assistant  Secretary,  or  by  the  Comptroller, 
Register,  Auditor,  or  Treasurer ;  and  that,  in  alt  cases, 
such  person  shall  deliver  to  the  poet  office  every  letter 
or  packet  encloecd  to  him,  which  may  be  directed  to  any 
other  person,  noting  the  place  from  whence  it  came  by 
poHt,  and  the  usual  postage  shall  be  charged  thereon. 

8bc.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  sny  per- 
son sbsU  counterfeit  the  hand-writing  of  any  other  per- 
son, in  order  to  evsde  the  psymenl  of  postage,  such 
person  or  persons,  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  duly 
convicted,  shsJl  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  offenca, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  doUsrs. 

Sic.  2Z.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  everj  printer 
of  newspapers  may  send  one  paper  to  each  and  every 
other  printer  of  newspapers  within  the  United  Stales, 
bee  la  postage ;  under  such  regulations  as  the  Post- 
master General  shall  provide- 
Sic.  33.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  news- 
papers, conveyed  in  the  mail,  shall  be  under  a  cover, 
open  at  one  end,  carried  in  separate  bags  from  the  let- 
ters, and  charged  with  the  payment  of  one  cent  for  any 
distance  not  more  than  one  hundred  miles,  and  one  oent 


public 
Treasi 


and  a  half  for  any  greater  distuice ;  and  it  shsU  be  tha 

duty  of  the  Postmsater  General  and  bis.^eputy  to  keep 

separate  account  for  the  newspapers,  and  the  depa^ 

era  shall  receive  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  portags 

vspapers ;  aod  if  an;  other  matter  or  thing  be 
enciosed  in   such   papers,  lAe  whole   packet  shall   be 


of  all  n 


charged  agreeably  to  the  rates  established  by  11 
for  leltera  or  packets. 

Sic.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Port- 
master  General  be,  and  he  is  herab;,  authorised  to  aHow 
to  the  deputy  postmasters,  respective!;,  such  commia- 
aion  on  the  moneys  arising  from  the  postage  of  letters 
and  packets  as  he  shall  think  adequate  to  their  respect- 
ive services :  Provided,  That  the  said  commission  shall 
not  exceed  twenty  per  centum  to  any  deputy,  other 
than  the  postmaster,  at  the  port  where  the  European 
packets  do  or  shall  steadily  arrive,  to  whom  such  fur- 
ther allowance,  in  addition  to  tlie  emoluments  of  his 
office,  shall  be  made  as  the  Postmaster  General  ahaO 
deem  a  reasonable  compensation  Ibr  his  extra  aeTvioes 
In  the  receipt  and  despatch  of  letters,  originally  received 
into  his  office,  from  on  board  such  packets,  and  b;  him 
forwarded  to  other  offices:  ^nii  prot'tdeif,  o^,  That  the 
compensations  aforesaid  shall  not  eiceed  Giteeo  hundred 
dollars  per  annum  to  any  one  postmaster. 

Sic.  SQ.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  du^  of  the  postmasters  of  the  respective  cities  irf' 
PJew  York,  Philadelphia,  Annapolis,  and  Charleston, 
and  of  the  towns  of  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire, 
Boston,  Sslem,  Providence,  Newport,  Bud  Baltimore,  to 
cause  all  letters  directed  to  persons  in  an;  of  the  said 
cities  or  towns,  or  the  liberties  thereof  to  be  delivered 
at  the  houses  or  dwelling  of  such  persons ;  and  that  on* 
cent,  in  addition  to  the  postage,  be  charged  on  vnrj 
letter  or  packet  so  delivered. 

Sac.  36.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  de- 
puty postmaster,  or  other  person  aathorixed  to  leceiv* 
of  letters  and  packets,  st   " 


six  months,  it  shall  be  the  du^  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  cause  a  suit  to  be  commenced  against  the  pei^ 
son  or  persons  so  neglecting  or  refhsingi  and  if  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  not  cause  such  suit  to  be  com- 
menced within  six  months  from  the  end  of  every  sudi 
half  year,  the  balances  due  Irom  e*ery  such  delinquent 
shall  be  charged  to.  and  reooverable  from,  the  FostniM- 
ter  General. 

Sec.  ST.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  recovered  under  this  act  shall  be  one 
hair  for  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons  informing  and 
prosecuting  for  the  same,  the  other  half  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States. 

Ssc.  S8.  And  be  it  farther  enaeted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawfLd  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  make  provision  at 
the  pert  office  of  ever;  seaport  of  the  United  States^ 
where  it  may  be  necessary,  for  the  receipt  of  all  lettera 
and  packets  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  an;  ship  or 
vessel,  beyond  sea,  or  bum  an;  port  of  the  Unilsd  States 
to  another  port  therein  ;  and  the  letters  to  received  shall 
be  formed  into  a  mail,  sealed  up,  and  directed  to  the 

rtmaster  of  the  port  to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall 
bound ;  and  for  every  letter  or  packet  so  received, 
there  shall  be  paid  st  the  lime  of  its  reception  a  postag* 
of  one  cenL  And  the  Postmaster  General  may  maiU 
arrangements  with  the  postmasters  in  any  foreign  coun- 
try for  the  reciprocal  receipt  and  delivery  of  lettera  and 
packets  through  the  post  offices. 

8ic.29.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  deputf 
postmasters,  and  the  persons  em[dqyed  in  the  transports- 
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liaa  of  the  tmU,  Aall  b«  eiflmpl  from  milillB  dwtJM,  or 

Skc.SO.  AndbeitfurSurautettd,  Tlut  all  the  nir- 
plna  revenue  of  dts  Oenanl  Port  Office,  preWmu  to  the 
puMng  of  thi>  ut,  and  not  herelofon  tpproprnted,  be, 
and  the  ome  k  hereby,  ^tpropriated  lowuds  deftaying 
■ny  deficiency  wbich  may  siiae  in  the  rerenae  of  the 
and  deputment  in  the  yeu  next  ensuing. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  reeumed  the  second  leading  of  "  the 
bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other 
cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  govern- 
ment of  the  fishermen  employed  therein,"  and 
t^eed  to  sundry  amendments;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion, 

Shall  this  bill  ^as>  to  the  third  readingi  The 
yeas  and  nays  bemg  takeit,  stood — 

Tiis^Meaen.  BsMett,  But,  C^iot,  CsiroU,  Dick- 
ineon,  Bllnrortb,  Few,  Foater,  Ounn,  Renir,  Itanl, 
King,  LangdoD,  Lee,  Monme,  Monia,  Read,  luibinscra, 
Rutherford,  Sbennui,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wiogate- — 
S3. 

NiTs. — Meaoe.    Bradley,    Bmtler,    Hawktau,    and 


So  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  should  pass  to  the 
third  reading. 

Wednebday,  January  11. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concunence,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the 
lime  limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States;"  utd, 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  the  following 
unendmentsi 

After  the  first  section,  iitswt  the  foUowing: 

vSic.S.  ^Atu^ieaAtrAkreitacfei^TbBtthe aforesaid 
act  ahall  extend  to  the  aettlement  of  the  acconnta  be- 
tween the  United  Slatea  and  the  State  of  Vermont 
And  that,  until  the  firat  day  of  December  next  ahall  be 
allowed  fbr  the  said  Slate  to  exhibit  ila  clainia. 

"  And  tiuit  Mction  3  be  nade  to  read  section  S." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
amendments  to  this  bill. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received: 
eemlenun  of  the  Smalt,  and 

of  lAe  Ibutt  of  Rq>rtttnlatmi  i 

I  la;  before  you,  in  confidence,  two  Beporta  made  to 
me  by  the  Secrets^  for  the  Department  of  War,  rd«- 
trrely  to  the  preeent  Mate  of  aftira  on  the  western  fron- 
tien  of  the  United  Stales. 

In  these  Reports,  the  caoaes  of  ttie  pnsent  war  with 
Ac  Indians,  die  meaaoiH  taken  by  the  Exeentive  to 
teminate  it  amieably,  and  die  miKtaiy  preparations  for 
die  late  campaign,  are  stated  and  explained ;  and  also 
a  [dan  suggested  <^  such  fiirther  measorea  on  the  ooca- 
Mcm  aa  appear  jost  and  expedient. 

1  am  penoaded,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  take  thia 
important  subject  into  your  immediata  and  serious  oon- 
nderatitm,  and  that  the  resist  of  your  deliberattona  will 
be  the  adoption  of  such  wise  and  efficient  measurea  as 
wi&  reflect  honor  on  our  national  councila,  and  pramote 
the  wd&re  of  our  oountry.      Q.  WA8H1N0T ON. 

UarraD  SrAraa,  Jaaoai;  11,  170S. 


The  Messa^  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  "bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and 
other  cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  gov- 
ernnient  of  the  fishermen  employed  therein ;"  and, 
after  agreeing  to  a  further  amendment, 

Retoloed,  That  this  bill  pass ;  (hat  the  title  there- 
of be,  "  An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  the  baok 
and  other  cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  aM 
govenunent  of  the  fishermen  employed  therein;" 
Uiat  it  be  engrossed,  and  that  the  Secretary  desire 
the  ctmcmrenee  of  the  House  of  RepfeseDtativeB 

The  bill  is  aa  foUows: 
An  Act  fbr  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other 
cod  Gsheriea,  and  for  die  regulation  and  govemmant 
of  the  fi^iermen  employed  therein. 

Be  it  mtaeltd  by  Ue  SauUe  tout  Haute  of  Raireaenl- 
oHva  of  the  Vmled  Statet  of  America  ia  Congraa 
lUMTnbied,  That  dM  bounty  now  allowed  upon  the  ex- 
portatien  of  dried  tab,  of  the  fiaheries  of  ^  United 
Stalea,  ahall  aeaae  c»  A  dried  Aah  exported  after  (he 
10th  day  of  June  next;  and  in  lien  tharea(  and  for  the 
more  immediate  eucoraagement  of  the  said  fiaheries, 
there  shall  ba  afterwards  paid,  on  the  laal  da;  of  De- 
cember, annually,  to  the  owner  of  every  vessel  or  hia 
agent,  by  the  collector  of  the  disliict  where  such  vessel 
may  belong,  that  shall  be  quahfied  agreeably  to  law  for 
canying  on  die  bank  and  other  cod  Gdmies,  and  ditt 
shall  actually  hate  been  empli^ed  therein  at  aea  for  die 
term  of  four  mondis,  at  the  least,  of  the  fldiing  aeaaon 
next  preceding,  wbiiJi  season  is  accounted  to  be  from 
the  laat  day  of  February  to  the  last  day  t^  November  in 
every  year,  for  each  asd  every  ton  of  ni<^  vessel's  bur- 
den, according  to  her  admeasurement  as  Ucensed  or  en- 
rolled, if  of  twenty  tons,  and  not  exceeding  thirty  tana, 
one-and-a-half  dinars ;  and  if  above  Hatty  tons,  two-aud- 
B-half  dollaia;  of  which  bounty  three-aighdl  parta  shall 
accrue  and  belong  to  the  owner  of  each  fishing  vessel, 
and  the  other  five-nghth  paria  thereof  shall  be  divided 
by  him,  bis  agent,  or  lawfui  repreasntative,  to  and  among 
the  •evetal  fishermen  who  BhaU  have  been  employed  in 
suoh  veaael  dnring  the  aeasoD  aforesaid,  or  a  jMit  there- 
oC  aa  the  caae  may  be,  in  such  proportions  aa  the  fish 
they  ihall  respectively  have  taken  may  bear  to  the  whole 
quantity  of  fisb  taken  on  board  audi  veael  daring  such 
seaaon :  Pneided,  That  t|ie  boon^  to  be  allowwl  and 
paid  on  any  one  veasel,  for  one  aeaaon,  shall  not  exceed 
one  hundred  and  wren^  doUara. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  fmiker  enacted.  That,  on  the  last 
day  of  December,  annually,  as  aforeasid,  diei«  shall  abo 
be  paid  to  the  owner  of  every  fishing  boat  or  vessel,  of 
more  than  five  ti»u,  and  leaa  than  twenty  tana,  or  to  hia 
agent  or  lawful  representative,  by  the  c<dlector  of  the 
diatrict  wboe  audi  boat  or  venel  may  belong,  the  aum 
of  one  doHar  upon  every  Ion  admeasurement  of  such 
boat  or  vessel ;  which  boun^  shall  be  accounted  for  aa 
part  of  the  pnweeda  of  the  (area  of  aaid  boat  or  vessel, 
and  shall  accordingly  be  so  divided  among  all  persona 
intorested  dierein :  Pranided,  Aauxver,  That  this  boanty 
shall  be  altowed  only  to  sudi  boats  or  vessdi  as  shaH 
have  actually  been  employed  at  sea  in  the  cod  fishery, 
fbr  the  term  of  four  months  at  least  of  the  preceding 
It  Mich  boat  or  vesssl 
said  preceding  aeaaon, 
a  quantity  of  fiih,  not  leas  than  twelve  quintala  for  every 
ton  of  hw  •dmeaanrsmaot ;  the  aaid  quantity  of  fiah  (o 
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beiwqntMned.wbandriisd  tuA  ouivd  fit  lor  aiportMioa, 
taA  iccoiding  to  the  weight  thereof  w  (be  eaine  ahsll 
wtijh  *t  the  tine  of  jdiTei;,  when  actiulir  uld ;  whidi 
mccounl  or  the  neighl,  with  the  ongina]  adjuBtmentaDd 
uttlemeni  of  the  fiire  or  bies  among  tbe  ownen  uid 
fiihenDon,  together  with  ■  written  account  of  the  length, 
biMdth,  and  depth  of  B>id  boat  or  veasel.  and  the  time 
At  baa  actually  been  employed  in  the  flshen  in  the  pre- 
ceding aeaiOD,  ihalt,  in  all  csiee,  be  produced  and  Bwom 
to  before  the  laid  Collector  of  the  diMrict,  in  order  to  en- 
title the  owner,  hi>  agent,  or  lawfiil  Tcpresentative,  to 
receive  tbe  bonnty  aforesaid.  And  il,  at  an;  time  witbin 
on*  ysBr  after  payment  of  ancb  bounty,  it  aball  appear 
that  any  fraud  or  deceit  baa  been  practiaad  in  obtaining 
tbe  •amc,  tbe  boU  or  veuel  upon  which  mcb  boon^ 
aball  have  been  paid,  if  bund  within  the  dtatactafim- 
taid,  iball  be  fbrfdted ;  otberwiie  tbe  owner  or  ownera 
having  practiaed  auch  fraud  or  deceit,  ahalt  forfeit  and 
pay  one  hundred  doHan ;  to  be  sued  Ibr,  recovered,  and 
appropriated,  in  like  manner  ai  forMturea  and  pensltie* 
•ro  to  be,Baed£ii, xecDterad,  and,a{i])n^iiated,£>r  toy 
breach  of  an  act,  enticed  "  An  act  to  provide  mora 
eSectiuOiy  for, the  collection  ef  tha  duti«t  impgead  by 
law.on  gooda,  waiea,  and  merohandia^  inifoited  inta 
Iba  United  6t«t«8,.aDd  on  tbe  t»tuiwe  of  ahipa  or  ve*- 
•eU." 

Sk.S.  Andbtiifurlhtreaftclsd,  That  the  pvniBr 
or.owneia  of  avfiTj  Muag ,  vend  of  twenty  tou  and 
npwarda.  hia  or  theii  agent*  or  taw^  reprBtentativq,. 
•hall,  pravioiu  to  rewimg  the  boua^  nbich  ia  foor 
vided  Jbr  in  thia  ac^  produee,  to  tbe  coUactor  who  ti 
anthoriied  to  pay  tbe  aame,  thaarigiuaj  agreement  or 
•gManwnla  wbi^  m«r  have,  been  made  mth  the  fi  A- 
er^wi^ein^ied  on  bettrd  audi  *eaa|gl,  M  ia  hecMnbefoca 
reqiured,  and  sleo  a  certificate,  to  be  .by  him  or  them 
■UMttibed,  therein  mentiaatng  the  particolai  day*  on 
wbicb  audi  veaaal  aailed  and.ietumedon  Ibaaeyenl 
voyagaa  or  Area  ahe  may  have  made  in  the  preoediog 

or  affirm  before  tbe  collector  aforeaaid. 

Sic.  4.  And  U  il  Svrthtr  tatteUi,  That  no  diip  or 
veaMl,  of  twea^  tone  or  upwwdi^,  employed  aa  afora- 
aaid,.ahaU  be  eitfitledlo  tha  bounty  giaiited  by  thia  act^ 
unleaa  tbe  •kipper  or  maMat  (hereof  ahall,  befoira  be  pro- 
ceeda  on  any  fiahing  voyage,  make  an  agreement,  in 
writingor  in  print,  with  every  fiahannan  employed  tbere- 
in,  eice{>ting  only  any  appraatice  or. servant  of  bimaalf 
or.ontutr;  ao4,  in  addituui  to  audi  tenM  of  Mg^Wtt- 
as.m^  be  eg^eed  40,  ahell,  in  auch  agnaement,  eii^wa 
whether  tbe  aame  .i>  to  comtiDue  for  one  voyage,  or  for 

or  the  proceeds  of  such  Gahiag  >vo«iwe  or  .vojfagw  ivhicli. 
mty  appertain  to  the  fiahennM).  aWl  be  dividiid  unmg 
tbwD  in  ipiopoitien  to  tha  qujuititisa  or  number  of  amid 
fi^.thej  may,  reotectively,  bana caught;. wluch.agre»- 
■      '       '  'ly  theowner 


whOaaudt  agwuimrot  fonajaa.  infiirM,aaitobe  per: 
fomad,  deaeit  or  abeeUbumtlf  A«in  muJi.  Te«el,  wiib-. 
ontleayf.oftb*,mwteioraki(^er  thereof  or  of  the  owner 

or  hia  agent,  »ch  deautw  aball  be  li^U ,  to  the  aamo 
pen*J(iea,aa  deserting  Be»m«ii.ar.  mariosn  are  aubject 
to  in  the  mflrsbant'a  aaiyiee,  and. may,  in  the  like  man- 
ner, and  upon  the  likei  complaint  and  proof^  be  appra- 
bended  and  detained ;  and  all  coat^  of  proceaa  and  com-' 
inilmeut,  if  paid  by  the  nsetn  or  owner,  ihall  be  «!»■ 
duetedwt  of  the  aluu*  of  &ih,  or  prooeeda  of  u;  fiahing 


voyage, .(«.  which  ^nMlh  deeirtef  bath,  or  aball  becnnw., . 
entitled.    And  any,,£ibsrinani  b>nng  engaged  .bin^,- , 
self  aa  aforeaaid,  who  «h«U,  during  aucb  fiebing  vay«g% 
ratiMf  or  n^Iect  hia  fxofei  duty  oo.board,  tha,Mu>W  ,  - 
vegaal,  being  thezeio.  mdeied  .oi  [equired  by  tbe  maattv ,,  '■ 
or  akippec  thweotfJt  ehaU  otberwi^  teaiet  hia  juat  (mail. 
manda,  to. the  bindaiiiw  or  detriment  of  audi  voyage,, 
bendee  being  anawerahle  for.  all  damages  arisiiw  tl>>w«- 
by,  shall  forfeit,  to  the  use  of  tbe  owner  of  luch  veaae], 
hia  sbaie  of  tbe  bounty  which  shall  be  paid  upon  sucb 
voyage,  aa  ia  herein  granted. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  tl  farther  eaacttd,  .That  where  an 
agreement  or  contract  shell  be  ao  made  and  ngned,  for 
a  liriiing  voy^fe,  or  for  the  fishing  seaeon,  and  any  GA, 
whidi  may  have  been  caught  on  boards  uch  veseel  dur- 
ing the  same,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  owner,  or  to  hia 
agent,  for  core,  and  shall  be  sold  by  said  omter  or  agent, 
each  Teasel  shall,  for  the  term  of  six  months  after  aueh 
Bsltt,  be  liable  and  ^niwerahLq.fbr  the  Aippei'a.  and  en- 
rj  other  fiabwtDiit.'s,  ibara  of  ^ch  fieb,  and  may  ,bia  , 
procaadeid  against  in  .the  sane  .fonq,.aod  to  the  Mn^ 
eliect,  as  any  other  veiaat  ia  by  [aw  liahlcs  «nd  may  bin  . 
proceeded  against  for  the  wages  of  seamen  or  marinera.,., 
in  tha  merchants'  service,  And,  upon  ta/ckytocfm ftr 
the  value  of  a  ahare  or  ihares  of  the  procwda.pf  ifiabr... 
delivered  and  sold  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  incumbent  on 
the  owner  or  his  agent,  to  produce  a  just  account  of  the 
sales  and  division  of  such  fish  according  to  aucb  agree- 
inent  or  contract,  otherwiae  tbe  said  vessel  aball  be  an- 
BiTeisble  upon  sjodi  proceaa  for  what  may  b^  the  high- 
est value  of  Uie  share  or  shares  demanded.  But  in  all 
cases,  tbe  owner  of  such  vessel,  or  his  agent,  appearing 
to  answer  to  such  process,  may  offer,  thereupon,  his 
account  of  general  suppbes  made  for  such  dehuig  voy> 
age,  and  other  supplies  therefor  made,  to  either  of  the 
demandants,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  produce  evidenoe 
thereof  in  answer  to  their  demanda,  respectively,  and 
judgment  shall  be  rendered  upon  such  process,  for  the 
respective  baloDces,  which,  npon  lud)  an  inquiry,  a*  " 


thereof,  er  hia, agent,  wU  give  bnid  to  each  fisbarnMn 
in  whose  favor  snob  procsaB  ahall  be  instituted,  with 
sufficient  securily,  to  the  satisfadiDn  of  two  juslicea  of 
the  peaces  ona  of  whom  shall  ba  named  by  auch  owns 
or  agent,  and  the  other  by  tha  fiaberman  or  fisbermea 
pursuing  such  process ;  or,  if  either  party  shall  refuse, 
then  the  justice  first  appointed  shall  name  his  associate, 
with  condition  to  answer  and  pay  whatever  sum  shall 
be  recovered  by  him  or  them  on  aucb  proceaa,  there 
sb^  be  an  immediate  discharge  of  such  vesaet;  Providr 
ed.  That  nolliing  herein  contained  ^all  prevent  any 
fisherman  from  having  hia  actinn  at  conunM)  law  for 
bis  share  or  sfaane  (^  fish,  oi  the  proceeds  thareuf;  aa 
aforesaid. 

Ssc.  6.  And  be  it  Jvrthtr  vuicttd.  That  tbe  dnw>. 
back  heretofore  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  fineiga 
dried  and  pioklad  &h,  and  odwr  A»eign  and  aaited  pn>> 
visioiH,  be,  snd  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

8bc  7.  Artd  &t  it  farth^  vuifted,  That  the  bobw- 
which  shall  remain  in  conaeqneiice  of  the  aboUtJon  of  the. 
bounty  on  the  dried  fish  of  the  tlnited  Statea,  and  «f  th«. 
drawback  on  foreign  dried  and  pickled  fiah,  and  other 
foreign,  sailed  .provtsioiu,  be,  and  the.  same  are  hereby, 
eppr^riatad  lo  the  pafniMU  of  (he  bounties  granted  .1^ 
thia  act.;  and  in  case  tbe  moneys  so  appfopiuied  riiall 
be  inadequate  the  deficiency  sbajl  be  suiwlied  out  of 
any  moneys  which,  irom  time  to  time,  sb^  be  in  tha 
Treasury  of  the  United  Btate^  and  not  othvwiaa  v^ 
piopiialedi 


6ft 


HieTomr  of  cotmexm. 


Prwtedmgt. 


qniitHl  by  thU  act,  beisg  doty  coaTicted  thoraof  in  anj 
eoun  of  tb«  llnilol  Stole*  ^Tuig  JimwUction  of  iiu^ 
(Ance^lluJl  au^  tbe.«UM.  panaJliw  w  an  pnwiikd 
fcrUwAwawuv  by.lha.  aM  befcm  aiuitiooadL  and  to 
be  in  Jika  mamwr  aned  fiir,  rec^eEwl,  uul  aHi^viiii- 

Si(u9.  AndbtitfurtitrmaeUd,  TMtbuactaliaU 
duMMMM  aoi  be  in  finpe  fw  the  tam  of  Mwn  jean, 
aodirom  thanca  to  tlie.eii4  of  the  ne»t  aowon  of  C«iir' 

The  bill  eRtaUuhiiig  a  Mint)  and  regnlating  tha 
coina  of  the  United  Sutes,  wa«  takes  up,  and, 

Od«r«d,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
bepoatponed  until 


TauasoAY,  Januarf  12.  . 

Tbe  Sepatt  lesoBued  the  coDudentioB  of  "the 
1wt|  flfltuhliihitig  a  IdtiUi  euwI  rRmilatinj  1^^  ooina 
of tb UutedmatM^'  and, aftei agrawing fiutker 
to  amand  ike  same. 

AmcjpmI,  That  Ihia  bill  pus;  that  the  tide  thero- 
otiit  "Av'actesiabhBfainga  Mini,  and  regulating 
th«  enns  of  the  United  States;"  that  it  be  en- 
grossed;  and  that  the  Seoretaiy  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  RepreBcntatives  therein. 

The  bill  is  as  follows; 


Si  it  enacted  by  Iht  Satate  ond  Htftte  qfJRmramt- 
atiwa  of  the  Untied  Statu  of  America  m  CsqirreM 
atmmbled,  aitd  it  u  hcrehu  eiutded  and  declared.  That 
■  miiiti  for  tha  purpoaa  <S'  a  oatianal  coinaga,  be,  and 
tb«  Bane  iit  ertablished,  («  be  aitiuUe  and  cani«d  on  at 
Ih4  leat  of  the  Govemmant  of  Hia  Vniled  Statea,  £u 
the  time  being ;  and  that,  ibi  the  well  conductiiu  of  the 
boaineai  of  the  (aid  mint,  then  ihall  be  the  fblloRing 
<Acan  and  penona,  naiaelj : 

A  direi^t,  an  aatajfu,  a  chief  coinei^  an  eogctmt. 

Sic.  >.  AM  be  it  further  enntled.  That  the  diiectoi 
of  the  mint  lUI  em^oy  sa  manj  derta,  woilub^  and 
•erranta,  aa  he  ahaU,  from  time  to  time,  find  neceaaaQ, 
inlijeot  to  the  i^ppiobotioB  of  the  Prarident  of  the  United, 
State*. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  itfiirthtr  eaaettd.  That  the  i«ivectii< 
ftmctionaanddutieaofthBofficeiaalxiva  nkenljonodahall 
be  aa  follow :  The  diiector  of  the  mint  ahall  have  dw 
chief  management  of  the  buaioiBa*  thereof  and  ihall 
perinleiul.  all  other  officeta  and  pemoiM  nha  ahall 
employed  therein.     The  aawai.  ahall  receiTe  and  g 
reeeipU  for  all  Dutala  which  m^  lawfully  be  broa^ 
to  the  mint  Ut  be  ooined  i  ahall  away  all  auch  of  tham. 
aa  may  require  it;  and  ahall  debet  them  to  tha  chief 
coii^,  ta  be.coijaed.  The.chief  coinat  ahall  cauaq  to  be 
«ou)«d  all,  oMtaU  whioh  ahaU  be  receiTad  by  him  fe  tha). 
poDooh  acooiding  to  auch  wcilatinna  aa  ahall  be  pre- 
acQbad  W  thia  or  any  Aitiire  law.    The  engiaTBi  ahall. 


acQbadW 
^nh  and  I 


lawful  for  the  Amcliona  and  duties  of.  chief  cojnac  and 
•nfnier.to  be  peifiinnedJjy.one  {cneo.  The  tnaani 
ahjdj  teceive  fiom  the  chief  coinei.  all  the  ccoua  whi< 
sbaU  have  bam  struck,  and  ahall  p«y.ai  delircc  then 
IhumifiiB  icaqpoetira^  to  wbpin.  m  «WB«atigh(,t»  Iw. 


paid,  or  deUjteiqd :  be  ahall,  maflavw,  taoaiw  and  aalisly 
keep  all  mouwi  wluch  ahall  be  ibi  the  use,  mainMnanea, 
and  support,  of  the  mint,  and  shall  diabnne  theaanw  . 
opon  wanants  signed  by  the  diiet^i. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  officat 
and  deik  of  the  aaiij  mint  shall,  befi>re  he  enters  upoa 
the  e^^Acution  of  his  office,  take  an  oath  or  afGnoation, 
befbre  some  Judge  of  the  United  State*,  bithfiiUy  and 
diligently  to  perform  the  duliea  tbereoC 

Sic.  B.  And  be  itJitHher  enacted.  That  the  aaid  aa- 
■ayer,  chief  coiner,  and  lieaaurer,  prerioualy  to  eoterilir 
upon  the  eiecution  of^eti  rei^iective  officea,  ahall  «Bca. 
becMBe  bound  ut  the  United  Ststaa  of  America,  with 
one  or  more  auretiea,  to  the  aatiabction  of  the  Secretajj 
of  the  Treaaory,  in  the  sum  of  t«n  thouaaod  dollan, 
with  condition  lor  the  fiulhM  and  diligent  parionnancB 
of  the  dutje*  of  his  office. 


Bac.  e.  And  be  it  further  ehaeled,  That  dien 
all^med.  and  paid,  as  compeuaationa  for  their  n 


retp*cV> 

To  the  aaid  director,  a  yaai^  ttiaxj  of  two  thouiand 
dollan; 

To  theaBid.ajHtyeiiayeafljiialvJofflfteeiiluuidrad 

To  the  said  chief  cciwiT,  a  Tfailj:  aata^  of  Me^^JhiOr . 
dieddidlani 

To  the  .aaid  ^ngtate^  a  yeaily  aaUiy  of  twelre  Jiim< 
dreddoUan; 

To  the  said  treafwu,  a  yearly  aalarj  of  .tnrehe  luia* 
dnddoUaist 

To  each  clerk,  who  may  be  employed,  a  yearly  aalaQt 
not  exceeding  fiv*  hundred  dollara ;  and,  to  the  aevei^ 
ssbordinate  woikmeu  and  Beryants,  such  wages  and  al* 
lowances  aa  are  customary  and  reaaonaUe,  acwnding  to 
their  leepecttvo  atatiaoa  and  cxcupatinna. 

Sic.  7.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  actounta 
of  the  ufficeia  and  penoai  employed  in  and  about  the 
said  mint,  and  lor  sernce*  perfinmed  in  relation  thereto, 
and  all  other  accounts  eonoenung  the  buaiaeea  and  ad- 
minigtrBtion  thereof  ahall  be  adjusted  and  settled  in  the 
Treaaury  Department  of  tha  United  States ;  and  a  quar- 
ter year^  account  of  the  reoeipis  sjid  disbursements  of  tba 
said  mint  absll  be  rendered  at  the  said  Treasury  Car  aet- 
tleinant,  accordirig  to  such  forma  and  r^utations  aa  ahall 
have  beta  preacribed  by  that  department^  and  that  onsa 
in  each  year  a  report  of  the  tranaacliona  of  the  said  mint, 
accompanied  by  aa  abstract  <^  the  settleioentB  which 
shall  lw*e  been  from  time  to  lime  made,  duly  certified 
fan  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treaamy,  ahall  be  laidbetore  , 
Congress  tor  their  inlbrmation. 

Sic.  6-  An'l  f>e  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  addition 
t«  the  anlhoiity  vested  in  the  PreaideDt  of  the  United 
SCaUK,  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  session,  touching  tha 
engaging  of.artist*,  and  the  procuring  of  apparatus  IiK 
.  ths  said  mint,  the  Pi«sidaut  be.  sutboiiied,  and  he  i* ,, 
beeebgr  autborbed^  to  caoae.  to  be  providedand  put  in 
propsi  condition  socb  buildings,  and  in  auch  mawtcr  as 
,  shall  appaar  to  him  requisite  ,6)r  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  tfa«  bualDeaB  of  the  said  mint ;  and  that  as  well  ths 
wrpenaiw  which  diaH  haTcbesn  incuja«d  purananl  to 
tha. aaid  raaolwtioB,  as  those  which  may  be  incun«d  in 
providing,and  prfpaBUS  the  said  buildingt.  and  all  other 
(apenae*  whish  aim,benafter  accrue  for  the  maiatn- 
,  nance  and  aupput.of  ,tlie  said  mint,  and  in  carding  on, 
thft  buainastrtbereoC  oTer.aad  aboTsthe  sums,  which 
ma;  be  received  b; 
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Sic.  >,  And  be  it  fartlur  tnOOtd,  That  there  dul) 
be.  froni  tune  to  timB,  itnick  and  csined  >t  the  uid 
mint,  <ma»  of  gold,  lilver,  and  copper,  of  the  IbUoiring 
denominationB,  tbIimb,  snd  desmptiani,  yix : 

Eagles ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  ten  doUan  or  umta, 
and  to  contain  tno  hundred  and  (brty-aeven  grain*  and 
tbor-eighthB  of  a  grsin  of  pure,  or  two  htuidied  and  aav- 
enty  graina  of  atandard,  gold. 

Half  eaglei ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  five  dollar*, 
and  to  contain  one  hundred  uid  twen^-three  grainB 
and  aii-eigh^  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  one  hundred  and 
Ihirtj-Gve  grains  of  standard,  gold. 

Qaarter  eagles ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  two  dol. 
lara  and  a  half  dollar,  and  to  contain  aiitj-one  grains 
and  *even-e%hths  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  riity-aeven 
graina  and  four-eighthi  of  a  grain  of  standard,  gold- 
Dollars,  or  units  i  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  a  Span- 
ish milled  doUar  as  the  same  is  now  current,  and  to  con- 
tain three  hundred  and  acventy-cne  grains  and  foar- 
aiiteenth  parts  of  a  grvin  of  pure,  or  four  hundred  and 
aiileen  grains  of  standard,  silver. 

Half  dollars;  each  to  be  of  half  the  value  of  the  dol- 
lar or  nnit,  and  to  contain  one  hundred  and  eighty-tive 
graina  and  ten-siiteenth  parta  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  two 
hundred  and  eight  grains  of  standard,  silver. 

(juarter  doUan ;  each  to  be  of  one-fbuith  the  value  of 
die  dollar  or  unit,  and  to  contain  nine^-two  grains  and 
thirteen-siiteenth  parta  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  one  hun- 
dred  and  four  grains  of  standard,  silver. 

Dinies  I  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  one-tenth  of  a  dol- 
lar or  unit,  and  to  contain  tMrtj-seven  grains  and  two- 
sixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  forty-one  grains 
and  tbiee-nlti)  parts  of  a  grain  of  standard,  silver. 

Half  dimes;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  one-twentieth 
of  a  dollar,  and  to  contain  eighteen  grains  and  nine- 
■ixleenlfa  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  ttvent;  grains  and 
fbur.^flh  parts  of  a  grain  of  standard,  sSver. 

Cents ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  the  one-hnndredth 
part  of  a  dollar,  and  to  omtain  eleven  pennyweights  of 

Half  cents ;  each  to  be  of  the  valae  of  half  a  cent, 
and  to  contain  Ave  pennywaghta  and  oneJialf  peonj- 
weight  of  copper. 

Sue.  10.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That,  njwn  the 
nid  coins,  respectively,  there  ehsS  be  the  (bllowtng  de- 
Tiees  and  legends,  namel; :  Upon  one  side  of  each  of 
the  said  coins  there  shall  be  an  impression  or  represent' 
ation  of  the  head  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
fin  the  thne  being,  with  an  inscription  which  aholl  ei- 
press  the  inilia]  or  first  letter  of  his  Christian  or  first 
name,  and  his  surname  at  length,  die  succesnon  of  the 
Preddsnc;  numerically,  and  the  year  of  the  coinage ; 
and  upon  the  reverse  of  each  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins 
(here  shall  ba  the  figure  or  representation  of  an  eagle, 
with  this  inscription—"  United  Statet  of  Ameriea;"  and 
upon  the  reverse  of  each  of  the  copper  cinns,  there  shall 
be  an  inscription  which  shall  eipress  the  denomination 
of  the  piece,  namely,  cent,  or  half  cent,  as  the  case  may 

Sic.  11.  And  be  itfurthtr  enaeted.  That  the  pnqnr- 
tional  value  of  gold  to  silver,  in  all  coins  which  shall  by 
law  be  current  as  money  vrithin  the  United  States,  shall 
be  as  fifteen  to  one,  according  to  qnantit;  in  wei^t,  of 
pure  gdd  or  pure  silver ;  that  is  to  say,  every  fifteen 
poun^  weight  of  pure  ulver  shall  be  of  equal  value  in 
an  payments,  with  one  pound  weight  of  pure  gnld,  and 
so  in  proportian  as  to  any  greater  or  less  quantities  of 
the  respective  metals. 

8tc.  IS.  And  bt  it  further  enacted.  That  the  stand- 
aid  fe  aU  gold  oDins  <tf  the  United  States  dull  be  eleven 


parta  fine  lo  one  part  alloy ;  and  aecordinfly  that  eleven 
parta  in  twelve  of  the  entire  we^ht  of  each  of  the  aaid 
coins  shall  consist  of  pore  gold,  and  the  remaining  one- 
twelfth  part  of  alloy ;  and  the  said  siloj  ritall  be  com- 
posed of  niver  and  copper,  in  such  proportionB,  not  ei- 
ceeding  one  half  silver,  as  shall  be  found  oonvenient;  to 
be  regulated  by  the  director  of  the  mint  far  the  time 
being,  wi^  the  approbation  of  (he  President  of  th« 
United  Stales,  until  further  provision  shall  be  made  by 
law.  And  to  the  end  that  the  necessary  information 
may  be  had  in  order  to  the  making  of  audi  further  pro- 
vision,  it  shall  be  the  duty  ot  the  director  of  the  mint, 
at  the  eipitaiioa  of  a  year  after  oommencing  the  opera- 
tions of  the  said  mint,  to  report  (o  Congress  the  piutice 
thereof  during  the  said  year,  touching  the  compoaitian 
of  the  alloy  of  the  said  gold  coins,  Uie  reasons  for  such 
practice,  and  the  experiments  and  observationB  which 
shall  have  been  made  concerning  the  eflects  of  different 
proportions  of  silver  and  copper  in  the  said  alloy. 

Sic.  13.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  stand- 
ard for  alt  s^er  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  be  Smii^ 
leen  hundred  and  eighty-five  parts  fine  to  one  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  parts  aMoy  ;  and  acomdingly  that  four- 
teen hundred  and  eighty-five  parts  in  sixteen  hundred 
and  ■Lity-foor  parts  of  the  entire  weight  of  each  of  the 
said  coins  shall  conast  of  pure  silver,  and  the  remaining 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  parts  of  alloy ;  whidi 


lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  bring  to  the  said 
mint  gold  and  silver  bullion,  in  order  to  their  being 
coined ;  and  that  the  huIUoo  so  brought  shall  be  thov 
assayed  and  coined  as  speedily  as  may  be  after  the  re- 
ceipt thereof,  end  that  free  of  expense  to  Hat  person  o/t 
penons  hy  whom  the  some  shall  have  been  brought: 
And  as  soon  as  the  latd  bullion  shall  have  been  coined, 
the  person  or  persona  by  whom  the  same  shall  have 
been  delivered,  shall,  upon  demand,  receive  in  lieu  there- 
of coins  of  the  same  species  of  bullion  which  shall  have 
been  so  delivered,  weight  for  weight,  of  the  pure  gold 
or  pure  silver  therein  contained :  Prorided,  nooihdttt. 
Tut  it  shall  be  at  the  mutual  option  of  the  party  or 
parties  bringing  such  bollion,  and  of  the  director  of  the 
said  mint,  to  make  an  immediate  exchange  of  coins  for 
standard  bullion,  with  a  deduction  of  one-half  per  cent. 
from  the  weight  of  the  pure  gold,  or  pure  silver,  con- 
tained in  the  said  bullion,  as  an  indemnification  to  the 
mint  for  the  time  which  will  necessarily  be  required  for 
coining  the  said  bullion,  and  for  the  advance  which  shall 
have  been  so  made  in  coins.  And  it  shall  be  the  dn^ 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiury  to  furnish  the  asid  mint, 
bota  time  lo  time,  whenever  the  state  of  the  Treasury 
will  admit  thereof,  with  such  sums  as  may  be  necessair 
for  efiecting  the  said  exchanges,  to  be  mplaced  as  speed- 
ily as  may  be,  out  of  the  coins  which  shall  have  been 
mode  of  the  bullion  fin  whidt  the  money  so  furnished 
shall  have  been  exchanged  ;  and  (he  said  deduction  of 
one-half  per  cent,  shall  constitute  a  fhnd  towards  de- 
caying the  expenses  of  the  said  mint 

8«c.  16.  And  be  itftaiher  enacted.  That  the  bnllkm 
which  ahall  be  brought  as  aforesaid  (o  the  mint  to  ha 
corned,  shall  be  coined,  and  the  equivalent  thereof  in 
coins  rendered,  if  demanded,  in  the  order  in  which  the 
said  bullion  shall  have  been  brought  or  deHveied.  giving 
priority  according  to  priority  of  delivery  only,  and  with- 
out piefin^nce  to  any  person  Or  persons;  and  if  any 
prefraence  shall  be  given  contrary  lo  the  direction  afore- 
aaid,  the  ofKcer  by  whom  audi  undue  preftrence  shaU 
be  given,  shall,  in  each  case,  forfeit  and  pay  one  thou- 
sand doOan,  to  be  recovered  widi  coats  of  mil.   And  to 
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tbe  end  that  it  may  be  known  if  tnch  prefeieDce  ihall 
It  mnj  line  ba  given,  the  mmjer  or  oflfccr  to  whom  the 
Mid  bullion  ilull  be  detiveied  lo  be  coined,  ahall  gire  to 
the  person  or  peraona  bringing  the  tame  ft  memoruHhim 
ui  writing  under  bia  band,  denoting  the  weight,  fine- 
ue«,  and  value  thereof  together  with  the  daj  and  order 
of  id  deliTei?  inlo  the  mint- 
Sac.  ie.Andbe!lfitrt/terenaiied,T\tKttiiiiugoU 
and  niver  coina  which  ahall  have  been  atmck  at,  and 
iMued  from,  the  said  mint,  shall  be  a  lawful  leader  in 
•II  paymenle  wbalaoever :  those  of  full  weight  accord' 


Sic.  1 T.  And  be  it  further  matted.  That  it  ifaall  be 
the  dutf  of  the  reepectjVe  officers  of  the  mid  mint,  cate- 
tnllf  and  fiiitbflill?  to  uee  thdi  bert  endeavon  that  all 
the  gold  and  rilver  coins  which  diall  be  atruek  at  t' 
wd  raint  iball  be,  a>  nearly  »■  may  be,  confilnnable 
the  eeveral  atandarda  and  weighti  albresaid,  and  that 
the  copper,  wliereof  the  centi  and  half  cents  aibteaaid 
may  be  composed.  BhsQ  be  of  good  quality. 

And  the  better  to  secure  a  due  conformity  of  the  nid 
gold  and  silver  coinn  to  their  reapeclive  standards, 

Sac.  IB.  Be  it  further  enatled.  That,  from  every  sepa- 
rate mass  of  standard  gi^  or  ailTer,  which  shall  be  made 
into  coins  at  the  said  mint,  there  shall  be  taken,  set  aput 
by  the  treamrer,  and  reserved  in  his  cuslodj,  a  certain 
number  of  pieces,  not  less  than  three ;  and  that  once  in 
<<rery  year  the  pieces  so  set  apart  and  reserved  shall  be 
assayed  onder  the  inspection  of  the  Chief  Jostice  of 
the  United  Statea,  the  Secretalr  and  Comptroller  of  the 
'nmnuy,  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Suie, 
and  the  Attorney  General  of  the  UDilsd  Stales,  (who 
an  hereby  reqnired  to  attend,  for  that  purpose,  at  the 
said  mint,  on  the  last  Monday  ia  July  Id  e«h  year,)  or 
under  die  in^MctiDD  of  any  three  of  them,  in  sndi  man- 
ner  a«  tbey,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  direct,  and  in 
the  presence  of  tfae  director,  assayer,  and  chief  miner, 
of  the  aaid  mint ;  and  if  it  shsU  be  found  that  the  gold 


part  in  one  hondred  and  forty-bur  parts,  the  officer  or 
officers  irf'  the  said  mint,  whom  it  may  concern,  shall  be 
held  BXcnaablB  {  but  if  any  greater  inleriori^  diall  ap- 
pear, it  shall  be  certified  to  tbe  Preajdent  of  the  United 
States,  -and  ihe  said  officer  or  officers  dull  be  deemed 
dtsqosJified  to  hold  their  respective  offices. 

Sac.  19.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  if  an^  of 
the  gold  or  silver  coins,  which  shall  be  struck  or  corned 
at  the  said  mint,  shall  be  debased  or  made  worse,  as  to 
the  proportion  of  fine  gold  or  fine  silver  therein  con- 
tained, or  shall  be  of  less  weight  or  value  than  the  same 
ott^t  to  be,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  through 
the  dejanlt  or  with  the  connivance  of  any  of  the  officers 
or  persons  who  diall  be  emj4oyed  at  the  sud  mint,  fi>r 
the  purpose  of  profit  or  gain,  or  otherwise  with  a  fi«tid- 
tUent  intent,  and  if  any  of  the  said  officers  or  psisons 
lAall  embeule  any  of  the  metals  whidi  shall,  at  any 
time,  be  committed  lo  their  charge,  for  the  piupoae  of 
being  nnned,  or  any  of  the  c«ns  which  ahall  be  struck 
or  coined  at  the  said  mint,  every  such  oSett  or  person, 
who  shall  oommil  any  or  either  of  the  said  ofleoces,  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  sofler  death. 

Bic.  20.  And  be  il  further  enatled.  That  the  money 
of  aeraunt  of  the  Umt«d  States  shall  be  eipressed  in 
dolUrs  or  unils,  dimes  or  tenths,  cents  or  hundredths, 
and  miUs  or  thonsendths;  a  dime  being  the  tenth  part 
of  a  dollar,  a  cent  the  hundredth  part  of  a  dollar,  a  mill 
the  thonsandlh  part  of  a  dollar;  and  that  all  Mconnls 
Sd  Con. — 4 


ily  to  this  regulation. 

Fridav,  January  13. 

The  Senate  took  into  coosideratioD  the  Message 

of  the  PresideDt  of  the  United  States,  of  the  11th 

of  January;  and,  atler  progress,  the  further  cod- 

sideratioD  thereof  was  postponed. 


Monday,  January  16. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  Ihe  secoDd  read- 
in^r  of  the  bill,  sent  Irom  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  lo  estab- 
lish the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  Stales." 

Ordertd,  That  this  bill  be  conunitted  to  Messrs. 
BAsaE-rr,  Bhaulev,  Burr,  Bllswobth,  Pew, 
Foster,  Henbv,  JoHNaTa^,  Izard,  Lahgdon, 
Leg,  Morrib,  RcTBEHfURn,  and  Strono,  to  re- 
port thereon. 

Tbesdav,  January  17. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representadres 
inforiaed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  agreed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the 
[iiue  Utnited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  with  the  iudi¥idual  Stales." 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons," repotted  the  hill  amended;  and  the  report 
was  adopted. 

On  motion  that  the  bill  be  postponed,  it  passed 
in  the  negative;  whereupon,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed in  the  second  reading  of  the  bill;  and,  after 
prc^re^  Ordered,  that  the  further  considervtion 
thereof  be  postponed. 

The  petition  of  John  Harpur  and  others,  for  the 
adjustment  of  an  unliquidated  claim,  on  aceonitt 
of  services  during  the  ute  war,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  John  M'Vikar,  executor  of 
Archibald  M'Vikar,  for  a  Legislative  act  to  enable 
the  Auditor  and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to 
liquidate  bis  account  against  the  United  States, 
for  certain  supplies  during  the  late  war,  was  reul; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Tbe  petition  of  Christopher  Marshall,  Jr.,  and 
Charles  Marshall,  was  read,  praying  for  encourage- 
ment in  preparing  sal-emmoniac,  Glauber's  salt, 
and  volatile  spirits,  having  erected  a  chemical 
laboratory  for  those  purposes,  near  the  city  of 
Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  tie  on  tbe  table. 

The  memorial  of  Hannah  Stevens,  of  Concord, 
in  tbe  State  of  Massachusetts,  wife  of  Isaac  Sle- 
ye&a,  mariner,  was  read,  praying  that  Qovem- 
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ment  would  interpose  in  the  liberatiOD  of  the  said 
Isaac  Stevens  from  long  captivity  at  Algiers. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
commitlee  on  the  subject  of  the  American  prison- 
ers al  Algiers. 


Wbdhesdat,  January  18. 


Gtntlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  ikt  Houie  of  R^reurUativa  .- 

I  !■;  before  j^on  a  copy  of  an  exemplified  copy  of 
AM  of  tile  Legislature  of  Vermont,  ratifying,  on  behalf 
of  tiiat  State,  the  articles  of  amendment  propoBcd  by 
Congress  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uniled  Sutei,  to- 
gether with  a  copy  of  ■  letter  which  accompanied  said 
ratification. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UiTiTiD  Stitis,  JaniiRiy  16,  1 793. 

Tbe  act  of  ratification  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going Message  is  as  follows: 
An  (ct  lati^ing  certain  Brtidea  propoaed  by  Cangnas 

as  amendmenta  lo  the  Coiutitutioo  of  llw  United 

States. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  (hs  United  Slates,  begun 
uid  held  at  the  city  of  New  VoA,  on  Wednesday  the 
4th  of  Maich,  178S,  reaolved,  that  certain  articlei,  to 
the  number  of  twelve,  be  propoaed  to  &e  Legialaturea 
of  the  several  States,  aa  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Uie  United  States,  which  articles,  when  ratified 
by^hree-fbuitha  of  the  aaid  Legislaturea,  should  be  valid. 
te  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  paii  of  Ihe  said  Consti- 
tution: therefore. 

It  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Slate  of  Vermont,  that  all  and  every  of  said  articles, 
propoaed  aa  sforesaid,  be,  and  the  auoe  are  hereby,  la 
fied  and  confirmed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 
Stiti 


ofStaie'i  Office.  S 
«rtify.  that  the  within  is 


1  hereby  certify,  that  the  within  is  a  true  copy  of  an 
Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  the  3d  day 
of  November,  1791,  and  depoaited  in  thia  office  accord- 
ing to  law. 

Attest,  ROS.  HOPKINS,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message,  and  papers  referred 
to  thereinj  lie  for  consideration. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  aenl  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enCJ' 
tied  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  or- 
phans, invalids,  and  other  persons,"  was  furthei 
postponed. 


Tbdrbdat,  January  19. 


Several  committees  being  in  session,  and  want- 
ing lime  to  perfect  their  reports,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed without  doing  any  business. 

Friday,  January  20. 
The  Senate  assembled;  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 


Monday,  January  23. 
The  commillees  not  having  perfected  their  re- 
Drts,  the  Senate  adjourned  without  doing  any 


TuESOAY,  January  24. 

The  following  Message  from  tbe  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received: 
Gentlemen  of  ihe  Senate,  and 

of  ihe  Houte  of  RepreMenlativet  .■ 

Having  received  from  Ihe  Governor  of  Virginia  a  Leit- 
ter,  enclosing  a  reaolutioD  of  the  General  Aasembly  of 
that  State,  and  a  report  of  a  commitlee  of  the  House  of 
Delegates,  respecting  certain  lands  located  by  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  under  the  laws  of 
that  Slate,  and  aince  ceded  to  the  Chlckaaaw  Indiana,  I 

n'ea  of  the  same  before  you,  together  with  a  Be- 
he  Secretary  of  State  on  thia  mtriect. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
UaiTiD  Statis,  January  S3,  1783. 


Wbdnebdat,  January  25. 

The  Senate  resumed  Ihe  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "An  acl  lor  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
souii"  and,  after  progress,  the  further  considera- 
lion  thereof  was  postponed. 

Mr.  BABSETr,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
talie  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  from  tbe  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An 
act  to  eslabiish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  with- 
in the  United  Stales,"  reported  amendments,  which 
were  read;  and,  Ordered,  That  the  amendments 
reported  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Th  one  day,  January  26. 

Mr.  Hehrv,  from  the  committee  appointed  No- 
vember 1,  1791,  for  the  purpose,  reported  "  A  bill 
for  regulating  processes  m  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  ana  providing  compensations  for  the 
officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  lor  jurors  and  wit- 
nesses;" and  the  bill  was  read  the  Brsl  lime,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  re.sumed  tne  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representalives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "An  acl  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  ol 
Isaac  Ledyard  was  r^;  and,  on  motion  to  amend 
the  report,  il  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  Ihe  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  be  posqnned. 

"  '-"-  tne  Ho 
ate,  that 
sentative?  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  a 
ascertain  and  regulate  the  claims  to  half  pay,  and 
to  invalid  pensions;"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  seni  from  the  House  of  Represenlatires 
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foT  cone  arrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and 
regulate  the  claims  to  half  i»]r,  and  to  invalid 
pensions,"  was  read  the  first  time,  as  follows: 
An  Act  touceitain  uidrerulita  theclainu  to  half  pa;, 
■nd  lo  inirftiid  peiuion*. 
Be  it  tnaeitd  by  tht  Stnait  and  Home  of  Jtepraent- 
atntt  of  the  Vmted  Staiet  of  America  in  Cangnu 
aitembted.  That  n  much  of  the  rcaolnUon  of  CongTMi 
«f  tbe  Sith  of  Augnit,  1780,  as  declare*  -  that  the  reM- 
Intion  of  th<  15th  of  Maf,  1778,  granting  half  par  (at 
atren  yean  to  the  officer)  of  the  eimj  who  ahould  con- 
tinue  in  serTice  to  tbe  end  of  the  war,  be  extended  lu 
Ifae  widom  of  thoae  officers  vho  hsTi  died,  or  aholl 
hereafter  die,  in  the  serrice,"  shall  be  deemed  and  con- 
odered  to  extend  to  the  twee  of  the  widows  and  or- 
phan* of  wiX  oflteen  who  died  or  vere  alain  in  the  aaid 
■arrica,  at  any  time  betireen  the  commenceraenl  of  faoa- 
tiMtiea  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  th*  aJore- 
•aid  IGth  day  of  May,  1778.  And  the  officer*  of  the 
Titaatiry  alt  hereby  authoriied  to  aettle  the  clatma  of 
the  widow*  or  orphan*  of  inch  officeia,  aa  the  case  may 
be,  and  to  iaaue  certificatea  for  the  lame  in  the  umal 


daring  the  lata  war,  whose  disability  and  rate  of  allow- 
ance have  been  ascertained  pumiant  to  the  act*  or  regu- 
lation* of  Congrew,  and  who,  from  an  inabititf  lo  return 
their  whole  commutation,  as  required  by  the  set  of  the 
33d  day  of  March.  1783,  have  not  receive*!  the  said  al- 
lowance, shall  now  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receivt 
the  same,  returning  only  such  part  of  the  said  commu- 
tation as  will  be  in  due  proportion  to  the  said  rate  of 
allowance,  calculating  intcrcot  st  aii  p*r  cenL  on  the 
aUowsnee  and  proportion  of  the  commutation  albresaid, 
faun  the  times  they  ieapecti*ely  became  due,  or  were 
paid  I  and  that  their  respectire  accODDta  be  aettied  and 
adjusted  accordingly. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  ii  further  auieled.  That  all  oRicerawho 
bwe  been  disaUed  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
State*,  and  whose  degree  of  disability,  to  be  ascertained 
in  the  manner  hereafter  prescribed,  may  entitle  them 
be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  at  the  rate  of  allowan 
•qual  to  one-third  or  more  of  their  monthly  pay,  ahall 
be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  such  allowance  dur- 
ing life:  Provided,  That  the  coiDmutation  received  by 
any  such  officer  shall  be  settled  '      ' 


the  principles,  pnncribed  in  the  last  preceding  section. 

Sac,  4.  And  be  it  furthtr  enacted.  That  any  noi 

commissioned  ofEcer,  soldier,  or  seaman,  disabled  in  t 


actual  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war, 
by  wonnds,  or  other  known  cause,  who  did  not  desert 
from  the  said  service,  and  whose  name  is  not  already 
on  the  pension  liit,  riiall  be  entitled  to  be  placed  on  the 
pension  Kst  of  the  United  States,  during  life,  or  the  con- 
tinuance of  such  disabilitj,  and  shall  also  be  allowed 
such  fbrthcr  sum  for  the  arrean  of  pension,  ftom  tht 
time  of  such  diaabihty,  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  the 
annnal  allowance  in  conaeqnence  of  his  dlsabJity,  as 
tke  judge  of  the  district  in  which  tiiey  respectively  re- 
side may  think  just :  Prodded,  That  in  every  such  case, 
the  rules  and  regulations  following  shall  be  complied 
with,  that  is  to  say : 

Piref.  That  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States,  in  each  district,  shall  allot  the  same  into 
convenient  divisions,  and  appoint  in  each  division  ■ 
reputable  pbysicisn  residing  therein,  for  the  eiamina- 
lion  of  invalids;  causing  dne  publication  thereof  to  be 
made  in  one  or  more  at  Uie  gasettee  of  the  district ; 


n  oath,  and  receive  tl: 


Seeondiy.  Every  applicant  shall  produce  lo  the  phy- 
aidan  of  the  division  the  following  pioob,  to  wit: 

A  certificate  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  ship, 
regiment,  corps,  or  company,  in  which  he  served,  setting 
forth  his  disability,  and  that  he  was  thus  disabled  while 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Sutea ;  or  the  sflidavita  of 
two  credible  witnesses,  to  the  same  eflect ; 

The  affidavit*  of  three  reputable  freeholden  of  the 
dty,  town,  or  coun^,  in  which  he  reside*,  aacertaining, 
of  their  own  knowledge,  the  mode  of  life,  employment, 
labor,  or  mesna  of  support,  of  *uch  ^ijdieant,  for  the 
la*t  twelve  month*. 

Thirdly.  The  physician  of  the  division,  upon  receipt 
of  the  proofs  aforesaid,  shall  forthwith  proi»ed  lo  ex- 
amine into  the  nature  of  the  wound,  or  other  cause  of 
disability  of  such  applicant,  and  having  ascertained  the 
degree  thereof,  shall  certify  the  same  under  hand  and 
seal,  together  with  his  opinion,  whether  oi  not  the  aaid 
disability  is  the  effect  of  the  wound,  or  injury,  sustained 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales ;  which  prooft 
and  certificate  the  aaid  physician  shall  transmit  to  the 
district  judge  of  the  United  States,  within  tbe  said  dis- 
trict, who  shall  retain  a  duplicate  thereof  and  transmit 
the  originals  lo  the  Secreta^  of  War,  together  with  hi* 
opinion,  in  wridng,  what  proportion  of  the  monthly  pay 
of  such  applicant  will  be  equivalent  lo  the  degree  of 
diaabili^  ascertained  in  manner  afbresaid. 

Ssc.  S.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.TiMt  the  SecntMij 
of  War,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  proofs,  certificate,  and 
opinion,  aforesaid,  ^all  cause  tbe  same  to  be  duly  filed 
in  his  office,  and  place  the  name  of  such  applicant  on 
the  pension  list  of  the  United  Stales,  in  conformity 
thereto :  Provided,  ahiiayt,  That,  in  any  case  where  the 
said  Secretary  shall  have  cause  to  suspect  imposition,  ho 
*hall  have  power  lo  withhold  the  name  of  ouch  appli- 
cant from  the  pension  list,  and  make  report  of  the  same 
to  Congress  at  their  next  session- 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  nini- 
commlssioned  oHtcors,  soldiers,  and  seamen,  disabled  in 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late 
war,  whose  disability  and  rate  of  allowance  liave  been 
ascerta  ned  pursuant  lo  the  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  late  Congress,  and  have  not  applied  to  be  placed  on 
the  pension  list  until  after  the  time  limited  by  the  act 
of  Congress  for  that  purpose,  was  eipired,  shall  now  b* 
placed  on  tbe  pension  list,  and  be  entitled  lo  demand 
and  receive  their  respective  pensions,  according  to  the 
allowances  ascertained  a*  aforesaid  i  anything  in  this 
act,  or  any  act  of  the  late  Congress,  to  the  contrary  nol- 
withalanding. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  il  fibber  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  no  sale,  transfer,  or 
mortgage,  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  pension,  or 
arrearages  of  pension,  payable  to  any  non-com minioned 
officer,  soldier,  or  seaman,  Itefere  tbe  same  shall  become  . 
due.  shall  be  valid.  And  every  person  claiming  such 
pension,  or  arrears  of  pension,  or  sny  part  thereoC  un- 
der  power  of  attorney  or  substitution,  sliall.  before  the 
same  is  paid,  make  oath  or  affirmation,  belbre  some  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  of  the  place  where  tbe  same  is  pay- 
able, that  such  power  or  substitution  is  not  given  by 
reaaon  of  any  transfer  of  such  pension,  or  arrears  of 
pension;  and  any  person,  who  shall  swear  or  affirm 
falsely  in  the  premises,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  shall 
suSei  aa  for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 
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enclosiog  hU  mdeoi  accoimt  from  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember to  Ihe  31st  of  December,  1791,  was  read, 
and  oideTed  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Friday,  January  27. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represeatatives 
for  concurrence,  eotitled  "An  act  to  establish  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States."  and  the  aiaendments  reprated  thereon  by 
tJte  committee. 

On  motion,  to  insert  the  following: 

"That  it  shall  be  Iswfid  for  the  Poatmuter  Gen- 
eral, and  his  deputjev,  tn  receive  donations  from  an; 
person  or  persons  in  aid  of  the  revenue  arising  from 
anj  post  road,  and  if  it  shall  appear,  at  the  eipirstii 
of  one  yetx  from  the  establishing  of  an;  post  road,  e 
cept  the  main  road  fiom  Wiscasset  to  Savannah,  thdt 
the  revenue,  arising  from  such  post  rosd,  inctuding  do- 
Dslions,  siter  deducting  the  compensatjoDs  of  the  deputj 
postmasters,  and  the  incidental  charges  of  the  post  offi- 
ces, shall  not  amount  to  tno-thirda  of  the  expense  of 
canjing  the  mail  on  the  same,  that  then  it  shall  be 
lawM  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  desist  6om  send- 
ing a  mail  on  such  road." 

It  pasted  in  the  negative. 

Ortlered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Monday,  January  30. 

The  Senate  proceeded  (o  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States;"  and,  after  making  many  amendments 
concern  ine  parlicular  roads, 

Bemlved,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Ihe  bill, 
as  a Di ended. 

The  Senate  took  up  "  the  bill  regulating  pro- 
ces.ses  Id  the  courts  of  the  Uuited  States,  and  pro- 
viding compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses."  and  agreed 
that  the  consideration  thereof  be  further  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
to  ascertain  and  regulate  the  claims  to  half  pay, 
and  to  inviitid  pensions,"  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
HawKiMB,  Stronq,  Bllswobtb,  Lee,  and  Izard, 
to  consider  and  report  generally  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons," and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed. 

Tuesday,  January  31. 
The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
"the  bill  for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensations 
for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors 
and  witnesses;"  and,  after  progress^  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed 'til  to-morrow.  I 


Wednesday,  Pebruoiy  1. 
The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
"the  bill  for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensations 
for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors 
and  witnesses;"  anii  after  progress,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

Thursday,  February  2. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
"the  bill  for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compeoaationa 
for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors- 
and  witnesses;"  and,  after  progress,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative* 
informed  Ihe  Senate  that  the  Mouse  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing further  and  more  eflectnal  provision  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States," 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


FbIdat,  February  3. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  was 
taken  up,  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass 
to  the  second  reading,  and  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  under  an  injunction  of  secrecy  for 
the  presenL 

ill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, is  as  foUowa: 
An  Act  malting  foilher  and  more  eflectnal  piovinon  for 

Ihe  protsction  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

Be  il  enacted  by  Ihe  SenaU  and  Hmae  of  Repre*aU' 
atittt  of  the  United  Statee  of  AtaerUa  in  Congrae 
auembkd.  That  the  battalion  of  artillery  and  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry  now  in  serrice,  be  completed  in  theiz 
numbers,  according  to  the  establishment. 

8kc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  ahsll 
be  raised,  for  a  term  not  eiceeding  three  years,  threa 
additional  regiments  of  infantry,  each  of  which,  exclu- 
•iTely  of  the  commissioned  oflicen,  shall  consist  of  nine 
hundred  and  twelve  non-commisaioned  ofScers,  privataa, 
dans.  And  the  President  may  employ  a* 
many  of  the  said  troops  as  riflenwn  as  he  shall  uiiiik 
proper :  Pronided,  That  the  said  three  regiments  diall 
be  discharged  as  soon  as  the  United  States  shsU  be  at 
peace  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  eaaetcd,  That  the  said  ad- 
ditional regiments  diall  be  organised  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  regiment  of  in&ntiy  described  in  the  act. 
passed  during  the  second  session  of  the  Hnt  Congress, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating  the  military  establish- 
ment of  the  United  Stales." 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shaU 
be  raised  a  squadron  of  light  dragoona,  which,  exclu- 
sively of  the  commissioned  officers,  shall  consist  of  tfarM) 
hundred  and  four  non-commissioned  officers,  privalea, 
and  musicians,  and  that  il  ahalt  be  a  condition  in  their 
enlistments  to  serve  as  infantry  whenever  they  shall  b* 
ordered  thereto.  That  the  organiiation  of  the  said 
squadron  of  light  dragoons  shall  be  as  follows,  vii :  one 
major  commandant,  one  atDutant,  one  quartermaster 
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ODD  paymaatar,  one  ■argaon'B  mUs,  aad  finiT  troopi ; 
each  of  wbicfa  ahall  cmuist  of  one  oaptuD,  one  IteuUn- 
aot,  one  cornet,  four  ■eifsuilB,  bur  coiporek,  one  lu- 
rier,  one  eaddler,  one  trumpeter,  end  liity-fiTe  dragooni ; 
and  tlie  aaid  iqaadnm  dxail  be  raiaed  bu  a  tarm  not 
cceding  tbree  yean. 

Sec.  5.  And  U  it  furAtr  macUd,  That  the  a, 
commiadoned  officen,  piivateB,  and  muaiciaiu,  of  the 
aaii)  three  regimeots  of  infantry,  and  Ihe  squadron  of 
light  dragooni,  ihali  be  entieted  for  the  term  of  three 
jean,  unlen  previondj  diacharged. 

Sic.  6.  And  bt  it  further  enacted.  That  erair  re- 
crnit,  who  shatl  be  enlirted  by  rirtue  of  this  act,  ahall 
leceive  eii  doUara  bounty,  and  that  Che  name  ihall  be 
made  ap  (o  tbe  non-commiaaioned  officera,  priTales,  and 
muuciaiiw,  now  in  lervice,  who  haie  entiated  (or  three 
jcara  aince  the  paaBing  of  the  albreaaid  act,  entitled 
**  An  act  (or  reguUting  the  mihtaiy  eatabbahment  of  the 
Uniled  BUtea." 

8ic.  T.  AndbtUfaHhermaeted,  That  the  cov 
■ioned  officen,  who  riiall  be  enqrioyed  to  recmh  for  the 
eatabtiahmant,  ahalt  be  entitled  to  receire  fcr  evray 
^roit  duly  enliated  and  muatered,  two  dollars. 

Stc  8.  And  bt  tl  farther  enactti.  That  the  monthh 
pay  of  the  commiaaioned  officen,  non-com  nuaaioned  offi- 
cen, printea,  and  mjusiciana,  on  the  military  eatabliah- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  three  regiments 
and  sqnadroD  of  light  dngoons,  authorized  b;  this  act, 
ahall  be  in  future  as  (bllows,  free  of  all  deductions,  to  wit: 

OiiraaiL  Brtrr. — A  major  general,  one  hundred 
and  *izty-aii  doUan ;  a  brigadier  general,  one  hundred 
md  bur  dolUm;  quatteimaater,  one  hundred  dolian; 
adjataol,  aii^  dol^n ;  inspector,  fifty  dollars ;  chap- 
lain, fif^  doBara;  surgeon,  serenly  dollan;  deputy 
qaart^rmaater,  fifty  doUan ;  aid-de-camp,  in  additim  to 
hia  pay  in  the  line,  twenly-four  dollarei  brigade  major, 
in  addition  to  hia  pay  in  the  tine,  tweat^-finii:  dollan. 

RiaiHsNTAi. — 'Lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  aix- 
ty  dollars  ;  msion  commandant  of  dragoana  and  artil- 
lery, fifW-five  doUara ;  paymaster,  in  addition  to  his  pay 
in  the  une,  ten  doUan ;  quartannaata,  in  addition  to 
bis  pay  in  the  line,  eight  dollars ;  adjutant,  in  addition 
to  his  pay  in  the  line,  ten  dollan  ;  majon  of  in&ntry. 


1,  fbrtj-fiire  dollan  ;  males,  thHy  doUi 
majors  and  qnartermaeter  soigcaDts,  eight  dollars;  ae- 
nioT  mostdans,  aeven  doUan;  sergeants,  scTen  dollars; 
oorpoiala.  six  dollars ;  privates,  (bor  dollars ;  musicians, 
fiiur  dollars ;  anificen  allowed  to  the  light  dragoons  and 
avtillery,  aiul  included  as  priTales,  eight  dollars ;  ma- 
tnnu  Ukd  nurses  in  the  hoapitat,  eight  dollars. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ntiona, 
or  money  in  lieu  AereoS,  for  the  commiaaioned,  non- 
oonmiaaioned  officera,  priTates,  and  musicians,  of  Ihe 
additioaal  troops  herein  mentioned,  shall  be  the  same 
as  described  in  the  aiinesaid  act,  entiJJul  '-  An  act  for 
raguiating  the  militaiy  establishment  of  the  United 
Gtatea,"  and  in  the  act  passed  in  the  tturd  session  of 
the  Grat  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  lor  raiaing  and  add- 
ing another  regiment  to  the  military  eatabliahment  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  making  fiuthei'  provision  (or 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers." 

Sac.  10.  And  6t  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  forage 
to  be  allowed  to  the  officen  of  the  additional  regiments 
aatborited  by  this  act,  be  the  same  as  deacribed  by  the 
atts  before  mentioned. 

'8iG.II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  allow- 
uHe  af  dothing  for  the  non-oommiaaioned  officers  and 
pnratsa  of  the  three  regiments  and  squadron  albrenid. 


shall  be  Ihe  same  aa  ia  by  law  aalaUMied.  That  suit- 
able clothing  be  provided  for  the  cavaliy,  and  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  ue  aervice,  and  coubnnad  as  near  as 
may  be  to  the  value  of  the  clothing  allowad  the  ioikntpr 
and  artillery. 

Sac.  IS.  And  be  it  further  aiaeted.  That  all  Iha 
commiaaioned  and  non-coinaiisuoned  officers,  prinles, 
and  musicians,  of  the  thne  regiments  and  a^udioo 
albreaaid,  shall  take  the  same  oaths,  shall  be  governed 
by  the  same  rules  and  regulations,  and,  in  cases  of  dia- 
abilitiei,  ahiU  receive  the  same  compensations,  as  are 
deacribed  in  the  before-mentioned  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
Ibr  regulating  the  mihtaiy  establishment  of  the  United 
States." 

Sic.  13.  And  bt  it  farther  aiaeted.  That  it  shaU  be 
lawfiil  for  Ae  President  of  die  United  Statea  to  forbear 
to  raise,  or  to  discharge  after  they  shaU  be  raised,  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  thiee  additional  regimenta 
of  infantry,  or  the  squadron  of  Ug^t  dragoons,  in  case 
events  shall,  in  his  judgment,  render  hie.  so  dmng  con- 
aistent  with  the  puUic  safety. 

Skc.  L4.  And  whereat.  In  case  the  forbearing  to  rakie 
the  whole  or  some  part  of  the  aaid  three  additional  legi- 
menla  should  be  deemed  not  oonsistant  1T^  the  pubUc 
salety,  it  will  stilt  be  desirable  that  all  unneceaaarj  ex- 
pense should,  as  br  as  possible,  be  avoided ;  and  to  that 
end,  that  the  officen  (or  Uie  same  should  only  be  Kf- 
polnted  from  time  to  time,  aa  occasion  may  require : 
Bt  it  enacted.  That  the  President  alone  be  authorised 
to  make  all  such  appointments  as  may  not  be  required 
previous  to  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  may  become  necessary  before  the  next  session 
of  CongreA. 

Bic.  16.  And  be  it  fvrther  eaaeied.  That  Ihe  Preii- 
dent  of  the  United  Slates  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authoF- 
iied  to  engage,  in  lieu  of  Ihe  whole  or  any  paxt  of  tlie 
Ulree  regiments  authoiiied  by  this  act.  or  in  addition  to 
the  same,  such  number  of  in&otry  Or  cavalry  as  in  his 
judgment  the  public  service  may  require ;  provided,  Uiat 
numboi  of  non-commissioned  offions  and  p^ 


sand ;  and  provided,  that  the  iniantiy  and  cavalry  a] 
not  be  engaged  (or  a  longer  term  than  nine  montna, 
nor  be  allowed,  the  inbntiy,  more  than  Cnenty'five 
cents  per  day,  nor  the  cavalry,  each  person  engaged 
finding  hia  own  horse,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  at 
hia  own  risk,  aeventy-fivs  cents  per  day,  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  day  in  lieu  of  rations  and  (brage;  provided  he 
fiimiah  himself  therewith.  And  the  allowance  to  non- 
commissioned officera.  whether  in  the  iniantiy  or  cavaliy, 
shall  not  exceed  to  those  of  the  infantcy  thir^-Ihriie 
cents  and  one-third  of  a  cent  per  day.  and  to  thoae  of 
the  cavalry  one  dollar  and  twuity-five  cents  per  day. 

Sac.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  ThU  the  Pien- 
dent  alone  be,  and  he  hereby  ia.  autborizod  to  appoint, 
Ibr  the  inlantry  and  cavalry  so  to  be  engaged,  the  proper 
commissioned  officen,  who  shall  not  exceed  in  number 
and  rank  the  proportions  esaigned  to  the  said  three  regi- 
ments and  squadron,  respectively ;  and  wbose  pay,  and 
other  allowancea.  shall  not  exceed  those  of  officen  of 
corresponding  rank  in  the  aaid  regiments  and  squadron. 

Sic.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  be  authoriied,  in  case  he  shall 
deem  the  measure  expedient,  to  employ  a  number,  not 
exceeding  one  thotuand,  of  Indians,  beliHIging  to  the 
tribes  in  alliance  with  the  United  Statea,  to  act  against 
the  hostile  Indians;  and  also  to  mtke  them  sudi  eora- 
pensatiims  as  he  sball  judge  light,  not  exceeding  twenty 
thousand  dollars  in  the  whrie. 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iDfotmed  tlie  Seaate,  that  the  Huuse  of  Repi 
MDtatives  have  agreed  to  some,  and  disagreed 
other,  ameadmeDls  of  the  Seoate  on  the  bill,  e 
tilled  "Ad  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  within  the  United  States."  ^ 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
"the  bill  for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensations 
for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  aod  for  jurors 
and  witnesses,"  and,  after  agreeing  to  sundry 
amendments, 

OnUred,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, on  the  amendments  of  the^enate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Pusi  Office  and 
Post  Roods  within  the  United  Slates,"  to  wil: 

Raohtd,  That  Iha  Houw  of  BepreMntativea  doth 
dingree  to  the  siith  amendment  propoaed  bj  the  Sen- 
ate, in  lection  1st;  and  doth  i^ee  to  all  other  amend- 
menta  to  the  aaid  bill,  with  amendment!  la  the  IStfa 
amendment  in  the  aaid  I«t  aoction. 

Whereupon. 

Jiemlved,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
sixth  amendiaeul  on  the  above-mentioned  bill,  and 
concur  with  the  House  of  Representatives  in  their 
MDeudments  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 


Monoxr,  February  6. 

The  third  reading  of  "the  bill  for  regulating 
piocesses  in  the  courts  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
providing  cranpensations  for  the  officers  of  the 
said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  was 
further  postponed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 

the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  making  further 

and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 

■  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States;"  and, 

On  motion,  the  consideration  thereof  was  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow. 

ToESDAv,  February  7. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 

the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

'  e,  entitled  "An  act  for  makiugfur- 


afler  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Wednesu&y,  February  6. 
The  following  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Statea  was  received: 


le  Houte  of  Repri 
An  aitide  of  expense  having  occuired  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Foreign  A^irs,  lor  nMch  no  proviaion  has  be«i 
made  by  law,  I  lay  befole  you  ■  Latter  from  Ihe  Secre- 
tary of  Stale,  explaining  the  aame,  in  order  that  you 
may  do  thereon  what  you  ahall  find  lo  be  right 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
Ukitid  Statu,  Februai;  8, 1793. 


The  Messageandpaperstfaerein  referred  to  w«e 
read;  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  proc)(eded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  'the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  making  fur-  ' 
ther  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Stales;  and, 
aAer  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Tborsdat,  February  9. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  eflecluai  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  second  reading,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  eiipunge  the  second  section,  the 
yeas  and  nays  Iteing  required  by  one-hflh  oi  the 
Senators  present,  were  taken,  and  stood: 

YiAa^Meanm.  Bradley,  BaUer,  Few,  Foater,  Gnnn, 
Hawkina,  Lee,  Monroe,  Robinaon,  Bheiman,  Stanton, 
Strong,  and  Wingate. — 13. 

NAii^-Menra.  Baoett,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dickinson, 
Ellaworth,  Beniy,  Iiard,  Johnston,  Laogdon,  Mania, 
Read,  and  Ruthwfurd. — 1 2. 

So  il  passed  to  the  affinnative. 

Ordered.  That  the  bill  be  referred  to  Mean^ 
Strono,  Gdnh,  Monroe,  Bradley,  and  Ells- 
worth, to  consider  and  rraort  generally  thereoiL 

A  Letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Re- 

Sesentatives,  enclosing  the  memorial  of  D.  L. 
Orel,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  eDcbsare  lie  for 
consideration. 


Fribat,  February  10. 

A  messaee  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill, entitled  "An  act 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other  cod 
fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  government 
of  ihe  fishermen  employed  therein,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Few  communicated  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  to  empower  their  Senators  in  Congress, 
or  one  Senator  and  two  of  their  Represenutives 
in  Congress,  to  execute  a  deed  of  the  light-house 
on  Tybee  Island  in  the  said  State.  The  act  w«« 
read;  and, 

Ordered,  To  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  a  translation  of  the  memorial 
of  D.  L.  Morel,  communicated  yesterday  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
Vice  President. 

The  Senate  proceeded  lo  the  consideration  of! 
and  agreed  to,  the  amendments  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  encour- 
agement of  the  bank  and  other  cod  fisheries,  and 
for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the  fisher- 
men employed  therein." 
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The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  ih« 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain widows,  orphane,  invalids,  and  other  persons;" 
and,  aAer  debate,  adjourned. 

Monday,  February  13. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 

"the  bill  for  r^^ulaling  processes  in  the  courts  of 

the  United  States,  and  proTidin)^  eompensations 


s,  and  for  jurors 


for  the  officers  of  the  said 
and  -witnesses.' 

On  motion  to  insert  these  vords  at  the  end  of 
section  2: 

"And  be  at  libartf  to  pnnue  the  wnenntil  >  tender 
of  the  debt  and  oott  io  gM  or  niter  ihall  be  made." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  one-fifth 
o[  th«  Senators  present,  ajid  bemg  t^en,  stood: 

Yaii.— Mewn.  Banatt,  Butt,  Cabot,  CanoU,  Didi- 
inaon,  Elkwoith,  Foiter,  Imd,  King,  LangilMi,  Mor- 
tis, Read,  Ralherfard,  uid  8troDg'~14. 

Na^ii'— Mesan.  BrwUej,  Butler,  Few,  Guon,  Hsw- 
kina,  Heniy,  Johnston,  Lee,  Monroe,  RobinMin,  Shei- 
nan,  Stanton,  *nd  Wingate. — 13. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

And,  after  wreeing  to  further  ameodmeDts, 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  {mss;  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  "An  act  for  regulalins  processes  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing  com- 
pensations for  the  officerH  of  the  said  courts,  and 
for  jurors  and  witnesses;"  that  it  be  engrossed,  and 
that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  therein. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 
An  Act  far  regnlatiiig  praoeasM  in  the  coaits  of  the 

United  Statee,  and  providing  compeniationi  for  the 

officers  of  the  nid  coorts,  and  tot  juron  tad  wit- 

Bt  it  enatttd  bj/  the  ^aattand  Ihu*t  of  Barttent- 
atm*  of  the  United  Slata  of  America  m  Congrett 
OMemMK,  That  all  writs  and  prootssis  issuing  fma 
die  anpnine  or  a  dicuit  coort  shall  bear  Icrt  of  the 
chief  justice  of  the  supreme  eoutt;  and  if  from  •  dia- 
tiiet  court,  aball  bear  teat  of  the  jud(^  oF  wch  court, 
and  shall  be  under  tla  seal  of  the  court  from  whence 
Ihaj  issue,  and  signed  by  the  clerk  thereoC  The  seals 
to  be  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Stain. 

Sac.  S.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That,  untd  other 
provudon  ahall  be  miide,  and  except  where,  bj  this  act, 
or  other  itatutea  of  the  United  States,  it  is  otherwise 
provided,  the  forms  of  irrits  and  executions,  except 
their  style,  snd  the  modes  of  process  and  proceedings 
in  suits  at  common  law,  shsll  be  the  same  in  each  State 
respectively  m  sre  now  used  or  allowed  in  the  highest 
common  law  court*  having  original  jurisdiction  of  the 
nine.  And  the  forma  and  modes  of  proceedingi  in 
cauBM  of  equity  and  of  admiralty  and  maritime  juris- 
dklion,  shall  be,  except  where  the  laws  of  the  United 
Stales  otherwise  provide,  according  to  the  course  which 
hath  obtained  in  the  States  respectiTely  in  like  causes ; 
or  in  States  which  have  not  conrts  of  eqaitf  Jurisdic- 
■■Bo,  or  have  not  had  conrts  of  admiralty  snd  maritime 
jurisdiction,  according  to  the  course  of  proceedings  in 
soeh  conrts,  laspectiTdy,  in  any  adjoining,  or  the  ueai- 
«>t  State  in  which  thev  are  or  have  been  institntedi 
Bubiect,  however,  to  such 


rule  of  court,  as  a 

Suire,  or  as  may  be  requisite  to  prevent  iinnnrcessij 
elay  and  expense:  Frovided,  That  on  jodgments  im 
any  of  the  cases  aibresaid,  where  difierent  kind*  of  exe- 
cutions are  issnabla  in  sacceasion,  a  coptiu  ad  $atufati- 
mdutn  being  one,  the  plaintiff  shall  have  his  election  Io 
take  out  a  eopuu  ad  tatitfaatndum  in  tbe  Gist  ia- 
Blance,  and  be  si  liber^  to  pursue  the  same  until  a  tea- 
del  of  the  debt  and  coat,  in  gold  or  silver,  shall  be 

Sic  3.  And  be  it  further  ma^td.  That,  ftota  and 
after  the  passing  tbia  act,  the  fees  and  compeuselioos 
to  the  several  officers  and  other  persons  herralter  nen- 
tionad  shall  be  ss  bllowa;  That  is  to  say;  Io  the  mar- 
shals of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States,  fee  the 
service  of  any  writ,  tranant,  attachment,  or  proceas,  in 
chancer;,  on  each  person  named  in  the  same,  one  dol- 
lar; far  his  travel  out  in  serving  eadk  writ,  warrant, 
attachment,  or  jnocess,  ss  albnsaid,  flvo  conta  per  mile) 
to  be  computed  from  the  place  of  service  to  the  court 
where  the  writ  or  process  shall  be  returned;  and  if 
more  persons  than  one  are  named  therein,  the  travel 
shall  be  computed  from  the  court  to  the  plaM  of  servko 
which  is  moat  remote,  adding  thereto  the  extra  travd 
necessary  to  serve  it  oq  the  other ;  Pnmded,  That  the 
liw  for  travel  shall  in  no  case  exceed  fifteen  doUai*;  for 
each  bail  bond,  fifty  cents ;  for  selling  goods  and  vessels 
condemned,  and  receiving  snd  paying  tbe  money,  three 
per  cent ;  for  every  ccnnmitment  or  disohsi^  of  a  pria- 
onar,  fif^  cents ;  bi  summoning  witnesses,  each,  twenty 
cents,  and  his  necessary  travel,  at  five  cents  per  mil^ 
to  be  computed  ss  aibresaid ;  far  auaunoning  s  grand 
or  petit  jury,  each,  three  dollars,  and  hia  necessary 
travel,  at  five  cents  per  mile,  to  be  computed  in  liJte 
manner :  Pnpidtd,  That  in  those  Slates  whoe  jmon 
by  the  laws  of  the  State  are  drawn  by  constables  or 
other  officers  of  corporate  towns  or  plaeea  by  lot,  the 
maiahals  shall  receive,  for  the  use  of  soch  constablea  cr 
officers,  such  part  of  the  £ces  allowed  for  travel  in  sum- 
moning juries  as  the  court  to  which  the  jtiriat  may  be 
returned  shall  direct;  for  aUenduig  the  supreme,  drcnit, 
or  district  courts,  five  dollar*  par  day,  and  at  the  rate  of 
ten  cents  per  mile  for  his  eipenaea  and  time  in  travel- 
ing from  the  place  of  hit  abode  to  eitha  of  tbe  said 
courts;  for  levying  an  execution,  snd  for  all  other  aei* 
vices  not  herein  enumeralod,  such  fees  or  compensatioa 
as  are  allowed  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  where 
the  services  shall  be  rendered ;  to  the  clerk  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  ten  dollars  per  day 
for  his  attendance  in  court,  and  for  his  other  service*  in 
discharging  the  duties  of  his  office,  double  the  fees  of 
the  clerk  of  the  supreme  court  of  that  State  m  which 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales  shall  be  hold- 
en  ;  to  the  drak  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts,  such 
foes  in  each  Stale  re^iedivety  as  are  allowed  in  the 
supreme  court*  of  the  same,  and  five  dollars  per  day  fof 
his  attendance  on  any  drcnit  or  district  court,  arid  at 
the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  mile  for  hi*  expenses  and  time 
in  traveling  ttota  the  place  ofhi*  abode  to  either  of  the 
said  courts.  And  ui  case  any  clerk  of  a  court  of  the 
United  Slatee  dkall,  in  discharging  the  duties  of  his 
office,  perform  any  kind  of  service  which  is  not  per- 
formed by  the  clerk*  of  the  court*  of  the  Slate,  andfar 
which  the  laws  of  the  State  make  no  allowance,  the 
court  in  which  such  service  shall  be  rendered  may  allow 
a  reasonable  compensation  therefor ;  to  each  grand  and 
petit  juror  one  dollar  per  day  for  attending  in  court, 
and  for  traveling,  at  the  rale  of  five  cents  lor  every  mils 
from  their  respective  places  of  abode  to  the  place  where 
the  court  is  held,  and  the  like  allowanco  for  relnniing; 
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to  witNmea  mininoned  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statea, 
«r  in  behalf  of  an?  pnaoner  to  be  tried  for  >  capital  i^- 
fau»  in  an;  of  the  couits  thereof,  the  ume  compenu- 
tion  u  ii  aimvfl  allowed  to  grand  and  petit  jurora ;  to 
trittnngaa  in  other  cases,  the  same  compensations  in 
•ach  State  respectively  as  are  allowed  in  the  supreme 
conit*  of  the  game;  to  the  attorney  of  the  United  Statee 
for  Hie  diitriet,  audi  feei  in  each  Stale  leapec^ely  u 
■re  allonad  in  the  lupreme  couits  of  the  same,  and  also 
the  like  compenntion  for  travehng  as  is  abaie  allowed 
to  the  clerk  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts ;  and  where 
the  amount  of  audi  fees  and  compensations  to  the  dis- 
trict aMoniey  shall  be  lees  in  any  year  than  one-fifth 
part  of  the  sdary  of  the  judge  of  sncb  district,  the  dif- 
-Inence  ahall  be  allomed  and  paid  to  the  attorney  at  the 
end  of  die  year. 

8ac.  4.  And  bt  it  further  enatttd.  That  the  tear- 
^al  shall  have  the  ouBlod;  of  all  icMeU  and  goods, 
•eiied  by  any  officer  of  the  revenue,  and  riiajt  be  allowed 
•ueh  compenBalion  Oiarefor  as  the  court  may  judge  rea- 
eonaUe;  And  there  shall  bo  paid  to  the  iuanbal  the 
amount  of  the  expense  for  ftiel,  candles,  and  other  rea- 
■onabte  contingencies  (hat  may  accrue  in  holding  the 
conrta  within  hjs  district,  and  proiiding  tile  books  ne- 
Muaary  to  record  the  proceedings  thereof:  And  aueh 
amount,  aa  also  the  eompensations  afbreaaid,  to  the 
vrand  and  petit  jurors,  to  the  witnesses  sutomoned  on 
Uie  part  of  the  United  Rtates,  or  in  behalf  of  a  prisoner 
to  be  tried  for  a  capital  oflence ;  to  the  clerk  of  the  su- 
preme court,  for  bis  attendance ;  to  the  clerks  of  Ibe 
Oistiict  and  eireuit  courts  tor  their  traveling  and  attend- 
ance ;  to  the  attorney  of  the  district,  for  traveling  to 
oourt;  to  the  marsbaj  for  his  attendance  at  court;  fiir 
eummoning  grand  and  petit  jurors,  and  wilneases  in 
behalf  of  any  piiooner  to  be  tried  for  a  capital  oflence ; 
Ibr  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  confined  in  jail  fbi  any 
criminal  atknix,  and  lor  the  commitmmt  or  discharge 
of  such  prisoner;  and,  also,  the  legal  fees  of  (he  clerk, 
attorney,  and  marshal,  in  eriminal  proMcutions,  shall  be 
inehided  in  the  account  of  the  marshal ;  and  the  same 
having  been  examined  and  certified  by  the  court,  or  one 
of  tiie  judges  of  it,  in  which  the  service  shall  have  been 
rendered,  riiall  be  passed  in  the  usual  manner  at,  and 
the  amount  thereof  paid  out  of,  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  marshal,  and  by  him  shall  be  paid 
over  to  the  persons  entitled  to  the  same.  And  the  mar- 
sbal  shall  be  allowed  two  and  a  half  per  cent  on  the 
■mount  by  him  ao  paid  over,  to  be  charged  in  his  fUture 
account- 
Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  every 
prosecution  for  any  fine  or  brfeituro  incurred  tmder 
any  statute  of  the  United  States,  ifjudgmcnt  is  rendered 
against  the  defendant,  he  shall  be  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  costs.  And  on  every  conviction  for  any  other 
oAnce,  not  ca[ntel,  the  court  may,  in  their  discretion, 
■ward  ftat  Ibe  defendant  shall  pay  the  costs  Of  proseeo- 
lion.  And  if  any  informer,  or  plaintiff,  on  a  penal  sta- 
tute, to  whose  benefit  the  penalty,  or  any  part  thereof, 
a  recovered,  is  directed  by  law  to  accrue,  shall  discon- 
Utiue  hi*  suit  or  prosecution,  or  shall  be  nonsuit  in  ^e 
same,  or  if,  upon  trial,  a  verdict  ahall  pass  fi)r  the  de- 
fendijil,  the  court  shall  awanl  to  the  defendutt  his 
msls,  unless  such  informer,  or  [riain^fT,  be  an  officer  of 
the  United  States,  specially  authorized  to  commence 
■nch  prosecution,  and  the  court  before  whom  the  action 
or  information  shall  be  tried,  shall,  at  the  trial,  in  open 
cxinrt,  certily,  upon  record,  Uiat  there  was  reasonable 
Muisa  for  uiinmencing  the  same,  in  which  case  no  cost 
■hall  be  taxed  for  the  defendant. 

Bk.  S.  And  U  it  further  emdtd.  That  the  fees  and 


compensations  to  the  aeveral  officers  and  persons  here- 
inbefore mentioned,  other  than  those  whidi  are  above 
directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  tlniled 
Stales,  shall  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  the  fiMs  of 
the  officers  of  the  States  respectively,  for  like  services. 

Sic  7.  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  if  any  offi- 
cer hereinbefore  mentioned,  or  hia  deputy,  shall,  by  rea- 
son or  color  of  his  office,  wilfully  and  corruptly  demand 
aod  receive  any  greater  foes  thsiii  those  allowed  by  thla 
act,  he  ataU,  on  convictian  thereof  in  any  oouit  of  the 
United  State*,  foiftit  and  pay  a  fine,  not  eloMding  five 


■hall  be. 

SecS.  AndlKitfurfherenaeted,TiMlhe%iXpnuBi 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  an  act  pused  at  the 
first  session  of  Congress,  entitled  'An  act  to  rogulata 
proceases  in  (he  courts  of  the  United  Sutes ;' "  and  alw> 
another  act  passed  al  the  last  session  of  Congress,  en- 
titled "  An  act  providing  compenaations  for  the  officers 
of  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  Stales,  and  for  ja- 
ron  and  witnesses,  and  ibr  olbei  purposes,"  be,  ami  the 
■Sine  are  hwdiy  repealed. 

ToEBDAY,  February  14. 

The  Secretary  of  Stale  baring  IraDsmiited  to 
the  Senate  a  tranalatioii  o{  the  memorial  of  D.  L. 
Morel,  it  was  read;  and  ordered  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  deliver  the  original,  -with  a 
copy  of  the  translation,  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentattTes 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  Other  per- 
soos,''  and,  after  profpress,  adjourned. 

WEnNESDAY,  February  IS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  io  the  second  readinf[  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons;" and, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Stbonq,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  pfolec- 
tion  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Stales,"  report- 
ed the  bill  amended. 


THURaoAY,  February  18, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Hjuse  of  Representatives 
for  coocurreace,  eotiiled  "An  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  prgteo- 
tioo  of  the  frontiers  of  tb«  United  Slates,"  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  thereon. 

On  moliott  to  postpone  the  report  of  the  cona- 
mittee,  so  far  as  to  take  into  cousideration  a  pro- 
posed amendment,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  il  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  report 
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of  the  committee,  and  to  reconsider  the  secoDd 
seciioa  of  the  bill  rejected  on  the  9th  instant ;  and, 
after  debate,  the  further  conaideration  of  the  bill 
■was  postponed  until  to-morrow, 

A  message  fiom  the  House  of  Representatives, 
itrfonned  the  Sennte,  that  the  House  of  Bepre- 
aentaiiTes  have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
Date,  entitled  "An- act  relative  to  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
uid  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as  Presi- 
dent in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  i^ces  both  of 
Preeideni  and  Vice  President,"  with  amendments, 
in  which  tbejr  desire  the  concurrence  of  CheSenale. 

The  amendments  to  the  above  mentioned 
were  read,  and  are  as  follow; 

Section  I,  lotheend  of  the  Bcction.add  "nUehElect- 
on  sbdl  be  eqo>]  to  the  number  of  Senator*  sntl  Re- 
preientatiTea  to  which  the  several  Btales  msy  by  law  bo 
Mititied  >t  the  time  when  the  Preeidont  and  Vice  Pitsi- 
dmt,  thaa  to  be  choaen,  sfaould  come  into  office ;  Pro- 
tiied,  ahxmt,  That  where  no  apportioitment  of  Repre- 
■ODtBtnea  111011  have  been  made  after  any  enunneratioB, 
■t  the  time  of  choosing  Electcn,  then  the  nnmbei  of 
Electors  ahall  be  according  to  the  existing  kppoi1i< 


ton  shaH  nieet  and  give  their  votei  on  the  nid  fina 
Vfaditraimj  ia  December,  at  each  place  hi  each  Slate 
ai  ahall  be  direciBd  by  the  authority  thereof;"  strike 
"  andiority,"  and  insert  "  Legiaistare." 

Section  9,  strike  out  the  whole  ■eetion,  and  in  I 
thereof  insert,  "  And  be  U  farther  matttd,  That  in  case 
of  remo^.  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the 
Preaident  and  Vice  Pnaident  of  the  United  Statea,  the 
Seo«taTy  irf  State,  for  the  time  being,  riiall  act  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  nndl  tlw  disobili^  be  re- 
moved or  a  Ptesident  shall  be  elected." 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  lie  for  c< 
deration. 

FainAT,  Febrwwf  17. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act 
as  President  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both 
of  President  and  Vice  Ptesident;"  and,  after  de- 
bate, the  further  consideraticu  thereof  was  post- 
poned an  til  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considaralion  of  the 
Jiill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  enti- 
ced "  An  act  for  making  further  and  more  effec- 
tual provision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of 
the  United  States;"  and, 

A  motion  being  made,  and  the  question  wit,  to 
adopt  the  second  section,  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive; yeas  15,  nays  li— as  follows; 

Yai*.— Messrs.  Bassetl,  Burr,  Cabot,  GarroU,  Did- 
jnaon,  Ellsworth,  Bawkjns,  Henry,  Iiard,  Jobuston, 
(King,  Langdon,  Morns,  ReaJ.  and  Rnllw&n]. 

NATs^-Mesara.  Bradlqr,  Butler,  Tew,  Foster,  Qunn, 
Lee,  Monrae,  Itobinion,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and 
Wingato. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  resumed; 
ofld  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  so  far  fa  to 


reject  the  third  section  of  the  hill,  it  passed  in  the 
uegabve. 

After  further  consideration  of  the  bill, 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Bnas, 
Hawkins,  Read,  Ei.LswaRTS,  and  Odhn,  with 
the  amendmeats  reported  by  the  committee,  to- 
gether with  the  motions  made  thereon,  to  coa- 
sider  and  report  generally. 

MoNoaT,  February  20. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  election 
of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as 
President  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both 
of  President  and  Vice  President;"  and, 

Jtesolved,  That  they  agree  to  all  the  said  amend- 
ments except  the  last,  to  which  they  disagree. 

Hetolted,  That  Messrs.  Shbbman,  LiKanoM, 
and  Strong,  be  a  committee  to  join  with  such 
committee  as  the  House  of  Representatives  may 
aiqpoint,  on  their  part,  to  consider  and  report  what 
business  is  necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  in 
the  present  session,  and  what  part  of  the  busineas 
nuvr  depending  may  be,  without  great  inooov^- 
nience,  postponed  to  the  next  session;  that  the 
proceedings  may  be  so  regulated  as  to  clow  this 
session  by  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  next. 

A  pelitionof  James  Oakley  and  others,  waapr»- 
seotCKlaiid  read,  praying  compensation  for  serTicw 
during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  examine  and  leport  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 


Tons  DAT,  February  81. 

The  application  of  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper 
to  the  Senate,  for  compensation  durmg  the  recess, 
was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Sher- 
man, IzARn,  and  Johnston,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Hawkinb,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and 
regulate  the  claims  to  half  pay,  and  to  invalid 
pensions,"  reported  amendments,  which  were  lead. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  on  the  table. 

A  messBse  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives recede  from  their  last  amendment  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  eleotion 
of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as 
President,  in  case  of  vacanciies  in  the  offices  both 
of  President  and  Vice  Presideat;"  and  that  th»r 
agree  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30tn 
instant,  appointing  a.  joint  committee  for  the  pur- 
pose therein  mentioned,  and  have  appointal  a 
committee  on  iheir  part. 

Also,  that  they  have  passed  the  bill,  eutided 
An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Represenlaliyes 
among  the  several  Slates,,  according  to  the  first 
enumeration,  and  making  provision  for  another 
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eoumerntion,  and 

afives  thereon,  10  compose  the  House 
sentatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797;''  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  hill  sent  from  the  House  of  Ee- 
presentatives,  Nititled  "  An  act  for  making  further 
and  more  effectual  provisioD  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  reported  amend- 
ments; which  report  was  read. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  an  apportionmeat  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  Qist  enumeration,  and  making  provision 
for  another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatires  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
was  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  second  read- 


Wednesdat,  February  22. 

The  amecidments  reported  b;  the  committee  on 

the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

entitled  "An  act  for  making  further  and  more 

effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 

-s  of  the  United  States,"  were  considered  and 


agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  t( 
third  reading. 

A  messajge  ft  , 

informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  persons 
under  particular  circumstances  barred  by  the  limit- 
ations neretofore  established;"  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BoTLER  reported  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Col- 
vill,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

TflURSnAT,  February  23. 

The  hill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  lost  section  of  the 
bill,  as  it  wati  amended,  to  wit; 

■■  8ic.  —  And  be  it  farther  enaded.  That  the  Tnn- 
dent  of  the  United  Slaiem  be  sathonzed,  in  caw  he  shall 
denn  the  meaiore  expedient,  to  employ  luch  numbei 
of  the  ladiuu,  and  for  oich  c«mpenutionB,  u  he  ma; 
think pTc^wr;  Proiiided,Tht  nideomp 
in  the  whole,  eiceed  twtin^  Aounnd  < 


¥iii.r--MeaH&  Bueett,  Bndlc^>  Monroe, 
Ratherfiird,  SbennBn,  Strong;,  ind  WingBte. 

N 1 19.— Mean.  Burr,  Cabot,  Carrolt,  IHckinKoi,  ElU- 
woTth,  Pew,  Foster,  Gann,  Hawkins,  Henr?,  Iiard,  John- 
ston, Kinf,  Laagdoo,  L«e,  Morrie,  Read,  end  Stanlon. 

EzcnsiDi — Mr.  Bntler. 


:o  amend  the  last  section  of  the  bill, 


It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  reduce  the  number  of  each  rai- 
ment to  nine  hundred  and  twelve  non-comnuo- 
sioned  officers,  privates,  and  musicians,  instead  of 
nine  hundred  and  sixty,  reported  by  the  couunit- 

"I'l 


YiiB.— Mewrs.  Borr,  Cabot,  Few,  Rutheriuid,  8hac 
man,  Btanton,  Btiong,  and  Wingate. 

Njib.— MesRB.  Baaiett,  Bradley,  CoiroU,  Dicbinua, 
Ellsworth,  Fostet,  Gunn,  HAwkiiu,  Henry,  liard,  John- 
Bton.  King,  Langdon,  Lee,  Monroe,  Morna,  Ksad,  and 
Robinaon. 

Bicviia'—Mr.  Butler. 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  second  section  of  the 
hill,  which  provides: 

"  Tbat  there  ehall  be  raised,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
three  yran,  three  additional  regiments  of  in&ntiy,  each 
oT  wluih,  exctusively  of  the  camminioned  ofGeera,  AtU 
coniiet  of  nine  handled  and  twelve  non-commiaaioned 
officera,  (iiivates,  and  muni-iana.  And  that  the  Preai- 
denl  may  employ  aa  muiy  of  the  laid  tioopa  •■  rifle- 
men as  he  shall  think  proper ;  Prvvidtd,  That  the  auil 
three  tegimenle  ahall  be  discharged  tM  aoon  aa  the  United 
Stales  shall  be  at  peace  with  the  Indian  tiibeai" 

And  substitute  the  following: 

"  Sac.  — .  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  fitatei  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  auUkO- 
riied  to  engage  such  number  of  expert  woodsmen,  to 
serve  sa  infantiy  or  cavalry,  as,  in  hia  judgment,  the 
public  service  may  requite :  Prtmdtd,  That  the  entire 
number  of  non-commissioned  ofiiceni  and  privatea  shall 
not  exceed  two  thousand :  And,  provided,  That  Ae  in- 
fantry and  cavalry  shall  not  be  engaged  for  a  longer 
term  than  ten  months,  nor  be  allowed,  the  in&nliy  more 
than  twen^-Qve  cents  per  day,  nor  the  cavalry,  eadi 
person  engaged  finding  his  own  horae,  arms,  atid  ac- 
coutrements, and  at  his  own  risk,  aeventy-five  cents  per 
day,  and  twenn-Gve  cents  per  day  in  hen  of  rations  and 
fonge,  provided  be  fomish  himself  therewith.  And  the 
allowance  to  the  non-eommia«oned  officeia,  whether  in 
the  infantry  or  cavalry,  dkall  not  exceed,  to  those  of  the 
inftnliy  IliW-lhree  cents  and  one-third  of  a  cent  pa 
day,  and  to  those  of  the  cavsJiy  oae  dollar  and  twen^- 
Gve  cents  per  day ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  12,  nays  15 — oa 
follows: 

YiAs^— Messrs.  Bradley,  Builei,  Few,  Forier,  Gnnn, 
Lee,  Monroe,  Robinsao,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and 
Wingate. 

NAis^MesvB.  Bassett,  Burr,  Csbot,  CsRoU,  Didt- 
inson,  EUiworth,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Izard,  Johnatott, 
King,  Langdon,  Morris,  Read,  and  Rutherfurd. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass,  as  amended? 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative;  yeas  16,  nays 


follows: 
YiAS^-Messrs.  Bassett,  Burr,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dkk- 
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inflOD,  EUnrorth,  (Tunn,  H&wkint,  Hamy,  lurd,  John- 
iton.  King,  LangdoD,  Morrii,  Riad,  *nd  Ru^ierfard. 

Nail— Measn.  Bradlej,  Butler,  Few,  Foater,  Lm, 
Monroe,  Robiiuon,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  uid  Win- 
gate, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Represeatatires  in  this  bill 
wa  amended. 

The  bill  seot  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tJTes,  entitled  "An  act  for  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  Slates,  accord- 
ing to  the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision 
for  another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  to  ametul  the  first  part  of  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  as  foUoweth: 

"  That,  from  and  after  the  8d  da;  of  March,  1793,  the 
Hoiuc  af  Repreaentativea  iball  be  compoeed  of  one  hun- 
diad  membera,  eloded  agneably  to  a  ratio  of  one  mem- 
ber tot  vnrj  thir^  thouaand  iiJiabiEanta  in  each  State, 
compntsd  according  to  the  ml*  pnaeribed  by  the  Con- 


NiiB.1— Means.  Bradley,  Burr,  Bntler,  Carroll,  Fev, 
Onnn,  Hawkiiu,  Henry,  Inrd,  Johniton,  King.  Lee, 
Monroe,  Morria,  Rutherford,  and  Stanton. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  part  of  the  first 
section,  as  foUoweth: 
'  "That,  &om  and  after  the8ddayofMarch,1793,the 
HoDae  of  Repceaentativea  aball  be  compoaed  of  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  membera,  elected  agreeablj  to  a  ratio 
of  one  member  tor  every  thirty  thouaanil  inhabitants  ' 
each  Stale,  computed  according  to  the  rule  prescrib 
by  the  UonatitntJon ;" 

And,  after  debate,  Ordered,  That  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  be  postponed. 

Phi  DAT,  February  24. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  return  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  making  further  and  more  efiVctual  pro- 
Tision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  States,"  with  the  amendments,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  correcting  a  mistake. 

The  House  of  ReprEsentatives  returned  the  bill 
and  amendments  to  the  Senate  by  their  Clerk; 
and  the  mistake  bein^  rectified,  they  were  by  the 
Secretary  again  carried  to  the  House  of  Repre- 


sevetal  States,  according  to  the  first  ei 
and  making  provision  for  another  enuuieratioD, 
and  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  thereon, 
compose  the  House  of  Representatives  al^r  the 
I  day  of  Match,  1T97,"  was  postponed  until  Thura-  ' 
day  next. 

MoNDav,  February  S7. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  persons  under  particular 
circumstances  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore 
established,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellbwobtb,  Lee,  and  Stbono,  to  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreientafives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
seDtatives  agree  upon  some,  disagree  to  some,  anil 
agree  to  otner  amendments  of  the  SeDBle,  with 
amendments,  on  the  bill,  ehtitled  "An  act  for 
making  furtner  and  more  efiectual  provision  for 
theproteclion  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  Iheresolutioos 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  last  men- 
tioned bill;  which  are  (so  far  as  material)  as  follow: 

In  the  amendment  to  the  second  seciiou,  strike 

It  the  last  paragraph  in  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
inserted  by  the  Senate,  in  these  words,  to  wit; 

And  that  die  said  tegunenta  ahall  be  otherwiae  or- 
ganized, as  the  regiment  of  in&nt(y  deacribed  jn  an  act 
passed  Uie  aecond  seaaion  of  the  fint  Coitgnm,  entitled 
'  An  act  for  r^olating  the  miUtaty  eetaUiiibment  of  th* 
United  State*  ,* " 

And  in  lieu  thereof  insert, 

"  Prodded  alwajui,  and  be  it  eruicled.  That  it  ahaU 
be  iBwfbl  for  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Statea  to  or- 
ganize the  aaid  live  regiments  of  iniantry,  and  the  said 
corpa  of  horse  and  artiUery,  aa  he  shall  judge  expedient, 
diminishing  the  number  of  corps,  or  taking  from  one 
corpg  and  adding  to  another,  as  shall  appear  U 


a  that  Uie  whole  number  of  officers  and  D 


The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  providing  for  tlie  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  persons  under  particular 
circumstances  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore 
estabKshed,"  was  read  the  second  time ;  and,  after 

agreeing  to  amend  the  said  bill,  it  was  ordered 

to  the  third  reading. 
The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  sent  from 

the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  for 

an  apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the 


exceed  the  limits  above  preecribed." 
In  the  thirteenth  amendment  to  the  eighth  sec- 
tion, after  the  words  "  three  dollars"  for  the  pay  c^ 
the  privates,  insert: 

"  And  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  month,  to  be  paid 
according  to  the  accumulated  amount  at  the  time  of  dia- 
charge  to  eac^  soldier  respectively ;  or  in  case  at  death 
in  the  aervice,  according  to  the  amount  then  accumu- 
lated, to  be  paid  to  hia  widow,  if  any,  if  not,  to  his  next 
of  kin,  in  equal  degree ;  which  reaerved  pay  ahall  not 
be  assignable." 

To  these  amendments  the  Senate  agreed  in  part, 
and  disagreed  as  to  others. 

Ordered,  That  ail  bills,  before  they  are  sent  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  be  examined  by  the 
committees  respectively  who  brought  in  such  oills, 
or  to  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  last  commit- 
ted in  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
tntit.ed  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
claims  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid  pensions;"  and 
he  report  of  the  committee  thereon  tieing  read,  it 
was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill  accordingly. 
Ordered,  That  this  bill  passtoathird  reading. 
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,  Tdebdav,  Febiuaiy  S 


during  the  late  war,  was  presented  and  reed. 

Ordered.  That  this  memorial  be  referred 
Messrs.  Bdtleb,  Ellsworth,  and  Lee,  to  k 
mine  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bUI  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  tb( 
claims  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid  pensions." 

On  motion  to  restore  that  part  of  the  first  sec- 
tion which  was  yesterday  rejected,  to  be  read  af 
follows: 

"  Bo  mucli  of  the  resohitioTi  of  Congren  of  Uis  2i6i 
of  August,  1780,  u  dec]u-«  '  thst  lh«  reidution  of  the 
Ifilh  of  May,  1778,  granting  half  pay  for  seven  years 
to  the  officers  of  the  army  iriio  shoulil  continue  in  ler- 
Tice  to  the  end  of  the  war,  be  silanded  tfl  the  widows 
of  those  of&Een  irba  have  died,  op  shall  hereaftei  die 
llie  serrice,  shall  be  deemed  and  considered  to  extend 
t}ie  cBsea  of  the  wijdows  and  orphans  of  all  offiom  w) 
died  m  were  shun  in  the  aud  lenice,  at  any  lime  be- 
tween the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  the  late  wsr 
with  Great  Britain,  and  the  aforesaid  ISth  day  of  May, 
1778.    And  the  officers  of  the  Treasuiy  are  hereby  au- 
thoriiad  to  settle  the  claims  of  the  widows  or  orphans 
of  such  officen,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  to  issue  certifi- 
cates for  the  same  in  the  usual  manner ;' " 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  restore  the  second  section  of  the 
bill,  which  was  yesterday  rejected,  to  wit: 

"  Sic  2.  And 6e  it  further  eruKtid,  Thatsnchof 
as  haie  been  disabled  in  the  serrice  of  the  United  Stales 
Juring  the  late  war,  whose  disabilil;  and  rale  of  allow- 
ance haie  been  ascertained  pursuant  (o  the  acta  or  r^D- 
lations  of  Congress,  and  who,  from  an  inability  tn  return 
their  whole  commulalitui,  as  required  by  the  act  of  Che 
SSd  day  of  Manili,  1783,  have  not  received  the  said  al- 
lowance, shall  DOW  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive 
the  same,  retnming  oidy  such  part  of  the  said  conunu- 
tation  as  will  be  in  due  proportion  to  the  said  rate  ol 
allowance,  calculating  interest  at  sii  per  cent  on  the 
allowance  and  proportion  of  the  commutation  aforesaid, 
from  the  times  they  respectively  became  due,  or  were 
paid  ;  and  that  their  re4>BCtive  accounts  be  settled  sod 


It  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  thev  desire  a  confer- 
ence with  the  Senate  on  the  subjecl-matlerof  the 
amendments  to  the  act  "for  making  further  and 
more  efieclual  provision  for  the  proleclion  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  Slates,"  having  appointed 
managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  messai^;  and, 

Jieg<di:ed,  Thai  they  agree  to  the  proposed  cod- 
fereoce,  and  that  Messrs.  Ellswosth,  Butleu, 
and  Kii«a,  be  managers  thereof  on  the  part  of  the 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates, 
enclosing  his  specie  account  to  31st  of  December, 
1791;  w^ich  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  ac- 
cotint,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


WEDHEsnAv,  February  89. 

A  petition  of  MoaesHazenjlateBrigiuiierOleiiA- 
rBlinthearmyof  theUnitedStates,  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  that  he  may  be  furnished  with 
certain  papers,  or  copies  of  papers,  therein  referred 
to.  Also,  a  memorial  of  tne  said  Mo«es  Hazen, 
(hat  his  petitions  to  Congress  of  the  35tb  of  Oc- 
tober, and  the  15th  of  December,  1791,  said  to  have 
been  read  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  may 
be  considered. 

Ordered,  That  these  petitions  lie  on  the  cable. 

A  petition  of  John  Little,  a  captain  of  militia, 
was  presented  and  read,  praying  relief  in  conai- 
deration  of  a  wound  received  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  Gilbert  Dean  was  presented  and 
read,  praying  compensation  for  personal  servicw 
rendered  the  United  States  dtu-iug  the  late  war. 

Ordered, 'Thii  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  examine  and  report  theracn 
to  the  Senate. 

A  menage  from  the  House  of  Ref>resent(Uivec 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  H«pre- 
senUliies  have  appomted  a  manager  of  the  pro- 
posed conference,  in  the  place  of  one  prevented 
from  attendance  by  accident. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTCS, 
entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
claims  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid  pensions,"  and 
it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  fourth  section,  as  fiil- 
loweth: 

"  Sac.  4.  And  Be  it  Jurtier  enaeltd.  That  any  non- 
commissioned officer,  BOldier,  or  seaman,  disabled  in  the 
BCtosl  service  of  the  United  States  during  Che  late  war, 
bj  wounds  or  other  known  cause,  who  did  not  desert 
from  the  said  servloe,  shall  be  entilled  Co  be  placed  on 
the  pension  lisC  of  the  United  States,  daring  life,  or  the 
continuance  of  such  disability,  and  shall  also  be  allowed 
such  further  sum  for  the  arresrs  of  pension,  from  the 
time  of  suoh  disability,  noC  eiceading  the  rale  of  the 
annual  allowance  in  consequence  of  his  dis^nlity,  as 
the  drcuit  court  of  the  ^strict  ui  which  they  re^Mct- 
ively  reside  may  think  just." 

On  motion  to  subjoin  the  following  proviso  to 
the  end  of  the  fourth  section : 


if  those  invalids  refened  to  the  8»- 


slary  of  War,  and  respecting  whom  he  has  reported 

ly  would  be  entitled  to  pensions  as  invalids  had  they 
applied  in  time,  and  that  they  should  be  put  on  the  pen- 
sion list  according  to  the  allowances  in  the  raid  report 
without  taking  the  measurea  prescribed  by  this  act  to 
obtain  the  said  pension ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  subjoin  the  following  clause  to 
the  end  of  the  last  section  of  the  bill: 


er  prescribed  in 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
Jletotved,  That  ttus  bill  p 
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that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concunrenee  of  the 
Honse  of  Representativrs  ia  the  bill  as  amended. 

The  second  reading  at  the  bill  sent  Tram  the 
House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "Aa  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphaDS,  invalids, 
and  other  persons,"  was  reijumed ;  «Dd, 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section, 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  9,  as 
follows : 

Tbi>.— Mean.  Bimdtey,  Burr,  Cabot,  Curtdl,  Ell«- 
worth.  Foater,  Hawkins,  Johnston,  King,  Langdon,  Lee, 
Monroe,  RuthertiiTd,  Sherman,  Strong,  and  Winkle. 

Niis^Meean.  BaMett,  Bnlln,  DkkinMn,  Pew, 
Gonn,  bard,  Morria,  Read,  and  Stanton. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

Tbitrbdat,  March  1. 

The  petition  of  Lewis  Dubois  ajid  others,  offi- 
eers  in  the  New  York  line  of  the  army  during  the 
late  war,  was  presented  and  read,  praying  that  the 
depreciation  of  their  pay  for  the  timetney  were 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  might  be  al- 
lowed them. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioiten  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition. 

Mr.  Shebuim  made  report,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  and  rep<»t  what  busi- 
ness b  necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  in  the 
Mesent  session,  and  what  part  of  the  busineas  Don 
oependior  may  be,  without  great  inconTeoience, 
pos^KHied  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  that  the 
proceedings  may  be  so  regulated  as  to  close  tbis 
session  by  the  fint  Tuesday  of  April  next. 

And  tbe  report  being  read,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sbebhah,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  application  of  James  Mathers, 
DoorkeepertotheSenate,for compensation  during 
the  recess,  made  report,  which  was  read  ana 
■greed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  James  Mathers  be  al- 
lowed three  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  a 
half,  for  his  services  in  the  late  recess  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice  President  certify  the 
balance  due  to  James  MaUiets,  Doorkeeper  to  the 
Senate,  for  services  during  the  la«t  recess. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  last  romtionBd 
be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  providing  ftw  the 
■nnual  salariee  of  the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate 
and  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bdrr,  Odnn,  and  MOR- 
BIS,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  building  a  light-house  on  Montauk 
pumtj  on  Nassau  island,  in  the  Slate  of  New  York, 
and,  if  they  think  expedient,  to  report  a  bill  for 
that  purpose. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Augustus  Barker,  an  offi- 
cer in  tne  service  of  the  United  States  during  the 
late  war,  was  presented  and  read,  praying  thai 
the  half  pay  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  late 
army  may  be  extended  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw bis  petition. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  ctHuideRttio&  of  the 


bill  sent  from  the  Heuse  of  Repreaentaltves,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows, 
orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  and  agreed 
so  far  to  reconsider  tbe  resolution  of  yesterday, 
as  to  restore  the  first  section  of  the  bill  as  amend- 
ed by  the  committee,  as  followeth: 

"  Sectkm  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houtt  of 
Repretaifativa  of  the  United  Statet  of  Ameriea  in 
Ctmgreu  ataemhled.  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
mry  sdjost  the  dainu  of  the  widow*  and  orphans,  re- 
apectivBlj,  u  tbe  cih  ma;  be,  of  Colonel  Owen  Roberts, 
Captain  William  While,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bernard 
Eliot,  Major  Samuel  Wise,  Major  Benjamin  Hnger, 
Lieutenant  John  Bush,  and  Major  Chailes  Motte,  de- 
ceased ;  all  of  whom  ware  kiUad  or  died  in  Hm  servioe 
of  the  United  Stales,  for  tbe  seven  jean'  half  pa;  stip- 
nUted  hj  tbe  rewiLirr  of  Congrem  of  tbe  Mtb  day  of 
Augnat,  1780 ;  and  Uut  the  Regiater  of  tbe  Treaniry 
do  iaaue  hia  certificates  accordingly ." 

It  was  af^ed  to  insert  the  following  aa  the 
second  section: 


Sections.  AadbeH farther enaeied,  Thattbeofli- 
I  of  Uie  Treaauiy  be,  uid  they  are  hereby,  anthoriaad 
e^iamine  the  accounts  of  Isaac  I^yard,  late  as- 
sistant deputy  direetot,  and  John  Borien,  lata  eonuniii- 
sacy  of  the  hospital  departmeat  \  and  if  any  error  baa 
labcn  place  in  the  eet^ement  of  the  nid  aeeonnt^  to 

And  having  agreed  lo  further  amendmeBts,  tbs 
bill  was  ordered  to  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  memorial  of  Samuel  Howell  and  other  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia,  trading  to  India,  China, 
and  other  parts  of  Asia,  was  presented  and  read, 
stating  certain  discouragements  in  the  prosecution 
of  that  branch  of  commerce,  and  praying  such  in- 
terposition as  Congress,  in  their  wisthim,  m«y 
deem  expedient 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 


Mr. 


Friday,  March  2. 
Ellsworth  reported,  from  tbe  manaxert 
,_f .-  ^i„g[j  (dgy  were  appointed,  as 


of  a  conference  ti 
foUoweih: 

The  conferees  having  met  and  conferred  on  Ute  mat- 
ters of  disagreement  lietween  the  Houses,  on  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  making  further  and  more  eflWual 
the  pToleclion  of  the  fronlien  of  die  United 
States,"  have  agi«ed,  that  it  will  be  proper  for  the  House 
of  Representativea  to  recede  fiom  their  dissgteement  to 
the  amendmente  of  (he  Senate  to  the  niteenth  section, 
and  agm  to  the  same.  And  that  it  will  be  proper  for 
both  Honaes  to  agiee  to  th«  IIAaenlh  »  ' '  '  * 

to  lead  as  followeth : 


And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  Ae  Prendent  be. 
he  hereby  n,  anlhorissd,  from  time  to  time,  to  call 
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quisiM,  moh  number  of  csvalij  u  in  hia  jadgment  may 
be  neoesasij  for  tba  protection  of  the  fronlien :  Pro- 
vidtd.  That  the  non-comminioned  officera  (bsll  not  be 
allowed  more  Ihui  one  dollu  per  daj,  nor  the  phvitei 
more  than  aeventy-Gie  cents  per  daj,  each  person  End- 
ing his  hone,  ums,  and  accoutrtmenta,  ajid  at  his  own 
TU^.and  tnenCy-fivecenlaper  da;  in  lieu  of  raliona  and 
forage,  prorided  he  fVinuah  himaelf  therewith." 

And  the  report  being  read,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  tbe  uble, 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  t]ie  Senate,  (hat  the  House  iM  Represent- 
atives agree  to  (he  report  of  the  mana^rs  of  the 
conference  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ad  act  lor  mailing 
further  end  more  efiectuai  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopting  the 
report  of  the  managers  of  the  conference  ust  men- 
tioned }  whereupon, 

Jieaolwd,  That  the  Senate  concur  with  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  adoption  of  the 
said  report. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons." 

On  motion  to  restore  the  words  "Richard  Shu- 
brick"  to  the  bill,  aa  it  came  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  striKe  out  the  clause  adopted  yes- 
terday as  the  second  section,  to  wit: 

"  Section  S.  Be  it  matted  by  the  Smalt  and  Houac  of 
Reprettntalivea  of  tht  Vnittd  Stata  of  America  in 
Congreu  tutembltd,  That  the  Comptrollerof  the  Trea- 
may  adjuat  the  daime  of  the  widow*  and  orphan*. 
reapectirely,  ii  the  caae  may  be,  of  Colonel  Owen  Ro. 
beitj.  Captain  Willism  \^  hile,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ber. 
nacd  Eliot,  Major  Samuel  Wise,  Major  Benjamin  Huger, 
Lieutenant  J<iui  Buah,  and  Major  Charles  Motte,  de. 
eeaied,  (all  of  whom  were  killed  or  died  in  the  aerviu 
of  the  United  States,)  tor  the  seven  yean'  half  pay  atip- 
ulated  by  the  reeolve  of  Congress  of  the  S4th  day  of 
August,  ITBOi  and  that  the  Reglater  of  the  Tieasory 
do  issue  bis  certificates  accordingly :" 

it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Retolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended,  and 

that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  this  bill  as  amended. 


was  presented  and  read,  praying  compensation  for 


MoKUAT,  March  5. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives disagree  to  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth, 
seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  amendments  to 
the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
ascertain  and  regulate  the  claims  to  half  pay,  and 
to  invalid  pensions,"  and  agree  to  all  the  other 
amendments  tbereim. 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
'tes  on  the  bill  above  mentioned  j  and, 

Reaolced,  That  they  insist  thereon,  desire  a  coii- 
ference  with  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  and  that 
Messrs.  Ellswobth,  Sthono,  and  Rdtbebfdrd, 
be  appointed  managers  thereof,  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hoate  of  Rtpruenlaiioa  .- 

Knowing  the  friendly  interest  you  take  in  whatever 
may  promote  the  happmeaa  and  prosperity  of  the  French 
nation,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  lay  before  you  the 
translation  of  a  Letter  which  I  have  received  &om  hia 
moat  Christian  Majesty,  announcing  to  the  United  Statea 
of  America  his  acceptance  of  the  Constitution  presented 
to  him  in  the  name  of  his  nation. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Uritid  Statib,  March  B,  1T9S. 

[Translation.] 
Very  dear.  Great  Friendi  and  AtUe*  .- 

We  make  it  oui  duty  to  inform  yon  that  we  have  ae- 
cepled  the  Conititotion  which  has  been  presented  to  ua 
in  the  name  of  the  nation,  and  accoiding  to  whidi 
France  will  be  henceforth  governed. 

W«  do  not  doubt  that  you  take  an  inteteat  in  an 
event  ao  important  to  our  Kingdom,  and  to  us ;  and  that 
it  ia  with  r^  pleasure  we  take  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  you  asaurancee  of  the  oincere  friendship  we  bear  yon. 
Whereupon,  we  pray  Uod  to  have  you,  very  dear,  great 
friends  and  allies,  in  his  just  and  holy  keeping. 
Written  at  Paris,  the  IStb  of  September,  179t. 
Your  good  friend  and  ally, 

LOUIS. 
MoirpxoaiH. 
The  UniTEs  States  or  Nobth  America. 
Another  written  Message  was,  at  the  same  time, 
received  from  the  President  of  the  United  Slates, 
as  foUoweth : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  imd 

of  the  Hotue  of  Repretentative*  .- 


to  me  by  the  Marshal  thereof;  and  the  copy  of  s  letter 
which  accompanied  said  return. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UniTBD  Stitis,  March  S,  1792. 

The  schedule  referred  to  in  the  last  recited  Mes- 
sage is  as  foUoweth: 

D18TRICT  or  80DTH  CAROLINA. 

Free  white  males  of  sixteen  years,  and  upwards,  indnd- 
ing  heads  of  luuilies  -  -  -    36,678 

Free  white  moles  under  sixteen  years  -  -     37,722 

Free  white  females,  including  heads  of  families    6e,S60 
Allother  free  penrons-  ...       l,80I 

Slaves  .....  107,094 


Total 


-  249,073 


he  Messages  and  papers  therein  mentioned 
e  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Agreeabl]^  '*^  ^^  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 

Sroceeded  in  the  srcoud  reading  of  the  bill  »ent 
'om  the  House  of  Represent&tices,  entitled  "Ad 
actfor  anapportionment  of  Representatives  among 
the  several  Stales,  according  to  the  first  enumera- 
tion ;  and  making  proviaion  for  another  enumera- 
lioD,  and  an  apportionment  of  Representatives 
thereon,  to  compose  tiieHous^  of  Representatives 
afler  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797 1"  and,  after  pro- 
gress, the  further  consideration  Utereoiwaa  po«t- 
pon«d. 

TuEBDAV,  March  6, 

Mr.  Bdrr,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  of  the  expediency  of  building  a  light- 
house OD  Montaok  point,  reported,  that  the  measure 
i^peared  to  the  committee  expedient  and  neces- 
sary, and  that  they  had  prepared  a  draft  of  a  biU 
for  that  purpose. 

The  bill  was  presented  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
mfonned  tie  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  proposed  conference  on  the 
amendments  insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  reflate  the 
claims  to  half  pay,  and  to  invalid  pensions,"  and 
have  appointee!  managers  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision  Ibr 
another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
RepreseDtatives  thereon,  to  comp<Me  the  House  of 
Repiesentatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797." 

And,  on  motion  (o  amend  the  title  and  ibe  first 
section,  as  follows: 
"  An  Act  for  ui  spportioiiiiient  of  RepreMntativea  amang 

tiie  wTeral  8t«t«,  according  to  the  fiist  enumeration, 

and  making  provision  for  another  eQumeration,  and 

■n  apportionment  Of  Representative!  thereon,  to  com- 

Kie  die  House  of  Repreaentstives  after  the  3d  day  of 
uch,  IBOS. 
"  Be  it  enaettd  by  the  Seriate  and  Heute  of  Rtpre- 
tentaiivet  of  the  Omled  Statei  of  Ameriea  in  Congrtu 
auemikd.  That,  from  and  aft«r  the  3d  daj  of  Marcb, 
in  the  year  1793,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
composed  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  members,  elected 
within  the  aevenl  Stales  according  lo  the  following  ap- 

Cinment:  Uiat  is  to  say,  within  the  State  of  Neir 
pahire  five,  within  tha  Stale  of  Manachusetts  sii- 
teen,  within  the  State  of  Vermont  three,  within  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  two,  within  the  Stats  of  Cannscticiit 
right,  within  the  Sute  of  New  York  eleven,  within  the 
State  of  Nen  Jersey  lii,  within  the  Stale  of  Pennsyl- 
vania tburteen,  within  the  Stale  of  Delaware  two,  within 
the  State  of  Maryland  nine,  within  the  Slate  of  Virginia 
twenty-one,  wittun  the  Stale  of  Kentucky  two,  within  the 
State  ofNorthCarolinatwelve.withb  the  State  ofSoutb 
Carolina  seven,  and  within  the  Slate  of  Georgia  V 


Yixi^Means.  BasMtt,  Bradley,  Bnrr,  Cabot,  Elto- 
wcnh,  Foster,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Rotb- 
erAlrd,  Stanton,  and  Wingate, 


Nils. — Messrs.  Butlar,  Camdl,  Dickinson,  Faw, 
Gnnn,  Hawkins,  Henn,  Johnston,  Iiard,  Lee,  Monioe, 
Mortis,  Sbennan,  and  Strang. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  clause  of  the  firat 
section,  as  foUoirs: 

"Be  U  enaeUd  by  the  Senatt  and Houte  of  Aspre- 
taitatitu  of  the  UnUtd  Statei  of  Jmerim  in  Congreu 

tembled.  That,  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  Mardl, 

the  year  1793.  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  ba 

mpoted  of  nembera  elected  wittun  the  serenJ  Slates, 
acanding  to  the  following  apportionment ;  that  is  to  atj," 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative;  yeas  IS,  nays  13 — 
Hs  follows: 

Tiis. — Mewrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robineon,  Rulh> 
erAird,  Shennan,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Nira^-M^ov.  Butler,  CanoU,  Dickinson,  Few, 
Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Iisrd,  Johnsloo,  Lee,  Monroe, 
and  Morris. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  second  clause  of  the 
first  section,  as  follows: 

"  Within  the  Sta.te  of  New  Hampshire  four,  vrilhin 
the  Sute  of  Massachusetts  fourteen,  within  the  Stale  of 
Vermont  two,  within  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  two, 
within  the  State  of  Connecticut  seven,  wilhbi  the  State 
of  New  York  ten,  within  the  State  of  New  Jersey  Sve, 
within  the  State  of  PennsylTsoia  thirteen,  within  the 
State  of  Delaware  one,  within  the  Slate  of  Maryland 
eight,  witfiin  the  State  of  Virginia  nineteen,  within  the 
Slate  of  Kentucky  two,  within  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina ten,  within  the  State  of  South  Carolina  six,  and 
within  the  State  of  Georgia  two ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  11,  nays  16-^s 
follows: 

Yeis. — Measis.  Bradley.  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
King,  Langdon,  Robinson,  Rutherfiud,  Sherman,  Strong, 
and  Wingate. 

Nivs— Hessia.  Bassett,  Burr,  Butler,  Carroll,  Did- 
inson,  Few,  Gann,  Hawkins,  Heniy,  Izard,  Johnston, 
Lee,  Monroe,  Morris,  Resd,  and  Stanton. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  title,  and  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  amended  as  follows: 
"  An  Act  for  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  among 

the  several  States,  according  to  the  first  ennmeimtiMl, 

and  making  provision  for  another  enumeration. 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repn- 
lentativee  of  the  United  Statei  of  Ameriea  in  Congrem 
anembled.  That,  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  1793,  tbe  House  of  RepieaentBtiveB  shall  be 
compoaed  of  members  elected  within  the  several  Stales 
aoMHihng  to  the  following  apportionment :  thai  is  to  say, 
within  the  Slate  of  New  Hampshire  four,  within  the 
Sute  of  Maaaachnsetu  &fteen,  witliin  the  Suts  of  Vei> 
mont  two,  within  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  two,  within 
the  State  of  Connecticut  seven,  within  tbe  Stale  of  New 
York  eleven,  within  the  Stale  of  New  Jeisey  five,  within 
tbe  State  o(  Pennsylvania  fourteen,  within  the  State  of 
Dalawara  one,  within  the  State  of  Maryland  nine,  wLthu 
the  Stale  of  Virginia  twenty-one,  withm  the  State  of 
Kentucky  two,  within  the  State  of  North  Carolina  deven, 
within  the  State  of  South  CaroUna  six,  within  the  State 
of  Oeoi^ia  two ;" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative;  yeas  16,  uays  12 — 
as  follows: 

Yu*.— Messrs.  Bassett,  Bon,  Butlar,  Cun^,  Few, 
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Gnnn,  HaWhina,  Hinrf,  bud,  Johnifon,  King,  Lm, 
Monroe,  MorriB,  and  Raid. 

NtTB^Means.   Bradley,   Cabot,   Dkkinaint,   Ells- 
worth, Foator,  Laogdon,  RobinaDn,  RHtluirfutd,  8her- 

jDin,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Oa  mation  to  expunge  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
1  the  affirmative;  yeas  1^  nays  13 — as 


It  passed  i 
follows: 


Tiia^-Menn.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dickmaon. 
BIbworth,  FoMer,  King,  Moim,  Babinnon,  Bottieritird, 
Shemiati,  tttanion,  SiionK,  and  Wingate. 

Niti.— Mewn.  Baasett,  Burr,  Buller,  Few,  Glinn, 
Hawkins,  Henij,  Iiaid,  Johiulon,  Langdon,  I>ce,  Mon- 
roe, and  ReiuL 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  restore  the  second 
section,  bo  ameDded  as  lo  provide  for  an  enunme- 
tion  to  be  taken  in  the  year  1798,  instead  of  the 
year  1796, 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  eipnnge  the  third 
and  fourth  sections  otthe  bill  as  it  passed  "' 
House  of  Representatives. 

Ordered,  That  this  hill  pass  to  ihe  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  thu  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  hill,  entitled  "Ad  act 
more  efiectuaily  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence, by  estaUishing  an  uniform  militia  through- 
oat  the  United  States^'  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  lo  the  second  reading. 

Wbdnesdat,  March  7. 

Thebill  to  erect  a  light-house  on  Moutaub  Point; 
in  the  Stale  of  New  York,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  for  the  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  ihe  several  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision 
for  another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  afler  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
was  read  the  third  lime. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Tuesday  neit. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represerttatires 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
seDtstives  have  passed  a  resolution  agreeing  to 
some,  and  disagreeing  to  other,  amendments  of 
the  Senate  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and 
other  persons." 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
on  the  amendments  above  mentioned,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


TiinRSDAT,  March  8. 
Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Stronq,  Lee,  and  Ells- 
worth, be  appointed  a  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  any  alterations  that  may  be  necessary  in 
the  mode  of  entering  and  publishing  the  journab 
of  the  Senate. 


The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represeitta- 
tives,  entitled  "  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide 
forthenational  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform 
militia  throughout  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  hill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
OcNN,  Bdbh,  Bradley,  Dickinson,  and  Stan- 
ton, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Frioay,  March  9. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
Gentlemea  of  tie  Senate,  and 

of  the  Haute  of  Sepretentaiiee*.; 

I  now  lay  before  jou  a  general  account  rendered  by 
the  bankers  of  the  United  Stales  at  Ameterdam,  of  (M 
paymentatbey  have  made  between  the  1st  of  July,  17M, 
and  tT91,  from  the  fund  dcpomted  in  tbair  bands,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  act  pronding  the  means  of  inter 
courw  between  the  United  State*  and  foreign  nation^ 
and  of  the  balance  remaining  in  their  hands ;  togetheir 
with  a  tetter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  lubjeat- 
G.  WASHINGTON. 

Umitid  States,  March  S,  17S2. 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  said  Message  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  7th 
of  March,  on  the  amenaments  of  the  Senate  lo 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  be 
postponed  until  tne  managers  of  the  conference  on 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  regulate 
the  claims  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid  pensions," 
shall  report. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill, 

by  which  the  United  Stales  shall  assume 

dollars  for  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  make  pro- 
vision, by  loan  or  otherwise,  for  the  payment  of 
the  same,  in  like  manner  as  iS  provided  for  the 

Sayment  of  the  twenty-one  million  and  five  hun- 
red  thousand  dollars,  assumed  as  the  debts  of  the 
several  Slates,  in  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  tor  the  debts  of  the  United  States." 
Ordtrtd,  That  this  motion  lie  on  the  table. 


MoNOAY,  March  12. 

Mr.  Ell  ,.       . __ 

on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  attend  the  c , 

agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  5th  instant,  matle  a 
report;  which  was  received  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Strono,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  any  alterations  that  may  be 
necessary  in  the  mode  of  entering  and  publisning 
the  journals  of  the  Senate,  made  a  report;  which 
was  received  and  read.    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate, 
when  not  acting  as  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  be  entered  on  the  journals  as  concisely  as 
possible ;  due  care  being  taken  to  detail  a  true  and 
accurate  account  of  the  proceedings. 

That  the  titles  of  bills  and  sucb  parts  thereof 
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^ n  the  joDti. 

That  the  Seareiwry  b«  dirsoUd,  OD«e  is  eaah 
w«ek  at  (east,  (o  furnish  «De  tif  ike  priaiCTS  of  a 
pnUic  newspapei  irkh  a  copy^  of  the  joamals  of 
the  Senate,  while  in  their  LegiilatiTe  capacity,  uD- 
ie*s  otherwise  specially  directed. 

A  motion  iras  made  and  seconded,  that  it  be 

Sfolatd,  Thai  the  Pnidaaaf  &•  UhImI  Slatw  of 
Anurio  be  nqoaitad  to  Baka  kncira  ts  the  KlRg  of 
Aa  French  the  »rtirf»ctioa  with  whuh  tha  Senate  of  the 
Uailed  Btatra  ha*  iaoM>ad  the  oAoal  oHaniuualiiHi 
<)i  hia  acceptance  of  a  Coaititutian,  which,  h  is  Ouir 
•ameat  wiih,  maj  eatabhih,  on  a  eoUd  baaii,  A«  &m- 
Atm  and  prospeiit}  of  the  French  nation,  and  the  h^p- 
|nneB  and  glor;  of  IhsMononib  pmiding  ovor  iL 

Ordered,  That  the  eooBiileratioD  of  thii  motion 
he  postponed  lutil  lo-morrow. 

tt  -was  a^^ed,  bf  unasimoua  Gonscol,  that  Ae 


entitled  "An  act  for  an  apportiooment  of  Repre- 
acDtaitiTes  among  the  seveml  States,  according  to 
the  first  enumeiatioQ,  and  mating  proriaion  for 
another  enumeration,  aed  an  apportionment  of 
Representatirea  therecn,  to  cDtI^»ae  the  House  of 
Representatives  aAer  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
be  reconsidered,  and  to  proceed  at  this  time  in  the 
third  reading  of  the  said  bill. 
On  motion  to  amend  the  first  section,  aa  follows : 
"  Be  it  tnaeied  By  Ihe  Senate  and  Houte  e^  Stpre- 
»entatm4  of  the  Vnttti  StaU*  af  Amtrim  in  Cangrtm 
auemiled,  Tt»X,  ttom  and  bMt  the  8d  da;  of  March, 
in  Hm  year  ITM,  the  Hooaa  of  RaprawMativea  iball  be 
compowd  ^Mte  hnndiad  aad  twent;  menriMn,  elected 
within  the  Mreral  States  aeconling  te  Iha  fottowing  up- 
wtiomnent;  that  ii  to  aaj,  within  the  State  <^  New 
Hunpehire  fire,  within  the  State  of  Mi— tchuaetti  m- 
teai,  within  the  Stata.of  Vermaat  three,  within  tin  State 
tt  Bhode  Island  two,  within  the  State  of  ConiiecUcut 
eight,  within  the  Stt^  of  New  York  eleven,  within  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  (ii,  within  the  Suie  of  Pennsyl- 
vania fourteen,  within  the  Slate  of  Delaware  two,  witlun 
the  State  of  Maryland  nine,  within  the  State  of  Virginia 
twenty-one.  within  the  State  of  Kentucky  two,  within 
the  Bute  of  North  CarolinB  tweWe,  within  the  State  of 
Sonth  Carolina  seven,  and  within  the  State  of  Georgia 


YttM. — MeiCTS.  Bauett,  Bndley,  Bnrr,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Postsr,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinsui,  RuUi- 
erfiird,  Stantun,  Stroag,  and  Wingale. 

Nils. — Messrs.  Butler,  CemHl,  Dickinson,  Few, 
Gnnn,  Hawkins,  Heniy,  Johnston,  bard,  Lee,  Hcuroe, 
Morris,  and  Sherman. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  amendment  last  agreed 
to,  by  inserting  these  wcHils,  after  tlte  word  "  ap- 
poitioament;" 

"  Made  by  dividing  the  whole  aggregate  numben  of 
the  people  in  the  United  States  by  thir^  thousand,  and 
•ppoTtiordng  them  uaong  the  several  States  t>y  that 
ratio,  nntil  Ihej  shall  re^ectively  have  the  nnmber  to 
which  it  wUI  entide  tliem,  and  the  residae  of  said  mem- 
bos  among  those  States  having  the  U^^est  fiaotioos :" 
8d  Cos. — 5 
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Yais. — Messrs.  Usm^  DieUusou,  Henty,  Johnatoii, 
Lee,  Monroe,  and  Morris. 

NiTS.—Meurs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Bun,  BadsT,C>|Mt, 
Ellawoith,  Fen,  Foster,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  bard,  King, 
Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Rullieifiird,  Shennan,  Stan* 
ton.  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

On  motion  to  amend  tbe  Scat  enacting  clxuss, 
as  follows: 

"  Beit  enaeftihyilu  Saudt  and  Hoot  of  Rmaent- 
<0ira  of  the  Onittd  Slatti  of  America  mi  Cor^ress 
«t*enibkd.  That,  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  one  (hoass^d  seven  hundred  and  ninsty- 
ttiree,  the  House  of  Sepreeentadvea  shall  be  oaiupoaDd 
of  (»ie  hundred  and  twenty  members,  being  one  mem- 
ber for  every  thirty  tha  a  sand  persons  within  the  United 
States,  computed  accordtiig  to  the  rule  presoribed  by  the 
ConstitutioD,  and  who  shall  be  a^kortioned  to  and  elect* 
ed  within  the  several  States,  accordipg  to  their  respect 
ive  numbers :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  11,  nays  16 — as 
follows: 

Vau_Messi*.  Bassett,  Bradky,  Bbtt,  Cabot,  Elk- 
wotth,  Foster,  King,  Langdon,  ILsad,  Sobinson,  aitd 
Vt'ingate. 

Nais^^Mcssis.  Butler,  Cairoll,  Dickinson,  Few, 
Gunn,  Hawkins,  Heniy,  Johnston,  bard,  Lee,  Moutoe, 
Morris,  Butherfuid,  Slt^man,  Stanton,  and  Strong. 

It  was  agreed  to  expunge  the  second  section  tts 
adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  6th  instoot,  aad  that 
the  title  of  the  bill  be  amended  as  follows: 

"  An  Act  for  an  appertiennient  of  Representatives 
among  the  seveial  States  ■"v^'t'B  to  the  first  enumei^ 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  passas  amended? 
It  passed  in  the  affirniative;  yeas  14,  nays  13 — as 
follows: 

Yiu.— MessiB.  Bessett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  Bib- 
worth,  Foster,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Ruth- 
erfhrdi  Stanton,  Htiong,  and  Wingsle. 

Nai*. — Messrs,  Butler,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Few, 
Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  bard,  Lee,  Monroe, 
Morris,  and  Shcrmsn. 

Orderedy^ttiat  the  Secretary  desire  the  concui<- 
of  the  House  of  Represen tali  res  in  thia  bill 


The  Vice  PaEaiiiBHT  laid  before  the  Senate  k 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  acooin- 
pMoied  with  returns  of  the  various  descnptioos  of 
vessels  employed  during  the  year  ending  the  30lh 
of  September,  1790,  in  the  import  trade  ot  each 
State  at  that  time  comprehended  in  the  Union, 
together  with  the  foreign  places  from  whence  they 
departed  for  Ihe  United  States.  Also,  the  returns 
exhibiting,  as  far  as  the  pablic  accounts  adroit,  the 
various  species  of  merchandise  imported  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  September 
above  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  papers  tefened 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tdebday,  March  13. 

The  Senate  remmed  the  consideration  of  the 

iBottoH  made  yesterday  on  the  Ueeeage  firoia  the 
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Presidfntof  the  United  Stales,  traDHnittingacopy 
of  a  Letter  rrom  bis  Most  Christian  Majesty  to  tne 
United  States  of  America. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  postpcme 
this  motion,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following: 

"  Rttotvtd,  Th&t  the  PreiidenI  of  the  Doited  Btstea 
be  infonned  that  the  Senate  have  received  with  wtiafac- 
tioD  the  ofEdal  intelligence  that  tlte  King  of  the  French 
hai  accepted  the  CoiutitutioD  picaenled  to  him  bj  the 
National  Aammblj,  and  are  highlj  gratified  bj  eyeij 
ereDt  that  promolce  the  freedom  uid  woeperi^  of  flie 
French  nation  and  the  happineea  and  glorr  of  their 
King." 

It  pMsed  in  the  negative;  yeas  6,  nays  21 — as 
foUowB: 

Ytia.— MeMn.  Banett,  Cabot,  Enaworth,  King, 
Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Niia^-MeenH.  Bradley, Burr,  Bntler, Carroll, Dick- 
inion.  Fen,  Foater,  Gunn,  Hawkina,  Hennr,  Johiuton, 
Iiard,  Langdon,  Lee,  Monroe,  Morris,  Read,  Rotniuen, 
Jtntherfurd,  Stanton,  and  Sherman. 

The  original  motion,  being  amended,  was  agreed 
to.    Whereupon,  it  was 

RtuAwd,  That  the  President  be  requested  to 
make  known  to  the  King  of  the  French,  that  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  hare  received  with 
the  highest  satis&ction  the  official  communication 
of  his  acceptance  of  a  Constitution  which,  it  is 
their  earnest  wish,  may  establish,  on  a  solid  basis, 
the  freedom  and  prosperity  of  the  Froich  nation, 
and  the  happiness  and  glory  of  the  Monarch  pre- 
siding over  It. 

WsDHEaDAT,  March  14, 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uitiled  States, 
enclosing  the  Letter  from  bis  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty, be  signed  by  the  Vice  President,  and  laid 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
Secretary. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  abiU,  entitled  "  An  act  declaring 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  certain  act  of  the  State 
of  Maryland,  and  to  continue,  for  ajonger  time, 
an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain 
acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland,  Georgia,  and  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  so  far  as  the 
Mtme  respects  the  States  of  Qeotgia  and  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations;'  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  report  of  the  managers  of  the  eonfeience 
on  the  matters  of  disagreement  between  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain 
and  regtilate  the  claims  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid 
peusitms,"  was  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments to  the  said  bill,  to  which  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives have  disagreed;  and  agree  further  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  inserting,  between  the  fourth 
and  fifth  sections,  a  section,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

-  And  beil  further  enacted,  That  the  Clerk  of  the 
Diitrict  Conrt  in  each  district  shall  public  Ihia  act  in 
■nch  nauncr  aa  the  Judge  of  the  Dietrict  Court  aball 
think  eAkteal,  lo  give  feneral  inlonnation  thereof  to  the 


people  of  dkB  District ;  and  ahall  give  Hke  infatmatian  of 
the  timea  and  idacee  of  holding  tlie  Circuit  Conrta  in 
inch  diatiicL  And,  in  distiicia  wher«n  a  drcait  coiut  ia 
not  directed  by  law  to  be  hotdeu,  4ie  Judge  of  (he  Dis- 
trict Court  il^  be,  and  he  ia  bereb;,  authoriiad  to  ex- 
BTciae  all  the  powers  given  by  thi*  act  to  the  re^ecttve 
Circuit  Courts.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tbe  Judges 
of  the  Circuit  Courts  reapecdvely  during  (be  term  of 
two  yean  Irom  the  paaiing  of  lhi«  act,  to  remain  at  the 
place  where  the  said  coorta  ahall  be  holden  Eve  daya,  at 
the  least,  &om  Uie  time  of  opsniog  the  Miaona  there<4 
that  penoiu  disabled  aa  aibreaaid  may  have  lol]  of^xo^ 
toni^  to  make  their  apphcatioa  fm  the  relief  propeaed 
by  thia  aet." 

Mr.  Bdtler  reported,  from  the  committee  on 
the  petition  of  Moses  Young,  as  follows; 

"  That  they  have  fiilly  examined  the  evtdencee  of  hia 
daim,  and  are  of  opinion  that  it  ia  founded  in  jiutica. 
They,  therefore,  recommend  that  be  ma?  have  credit  for 
hiaa^ary  at  the  rate  of  five  hmidred  pounds  iteHiog  a 
year,  for  the  lime  he  waa  engaged  or  em[doyed  in  the 
pnUie  lerviee,  and  that  the  suma  received  bj  his  attoi' 
ney  be  deducted  there&om." 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  report,  it  passed  ia 
the  negative. 

THDBanAT,  March  IS. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  to  erect  a  light- 
house on  MontaukPomt,  in  the  State  of  New  "Voik, 
was  resumed,  and  sundry  amendments  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  recommitted,  with 
instruction  to  report  such  further  am.endinents  as, 


tives,  entitled  "An  aet  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  a  certain  act  of  the  State  of  Btary- 
land,  and  to  continue,  for  a  longer  time,  an  act 
declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts 
of  the  States  of  Maryland,  Georgia,  and  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  so  far  as  the 
same  respects  the  States  of  Oeorgia,  and  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantationsi"'  was  read  the 
first  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent^ that  this  bill  be  now  read  the  second  and 
third  limes. 

Rttolved,  That  this  hill  pass. 

PBinAT,  Maich  16. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  rejwrt  what  may  be  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  sufferings  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt 
on  judgments  rendered  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  Messrs.  ELLSWORTn,  Lee,  and 
Stbono,  be  the  committee. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  a 
return  of  the  exports  from  the  United  States  for 
one  year,  ending  the  30th  of  September.  1791,  ex- 
hibiting the  islands  and  countries  to  wnich  tnose 
exports  have  been  shipped. 

tAi.  Burr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 


jd  the  bill  to  erect  a  liKhi-bouse  o 

Montauk  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  reported 
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MoMD<T,  M«rch  19. 

A  petition  of  Bdward  Dairell,  attoraey  to  The- 
odore Oodet,  Bdmiaistrahir  to  Thomas  Nelmes, 
was  i^eseot^  and  read,  prajri^S  compenMttoQ  for 
a  vessel  and  cargo  of  rice,  said  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  United  States  daring  the  late 
war. 

Ordered,  Ttial  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  examine  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  ereclinz  a  light-house  on  Moatank 
Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

RMoived,  That  thb  bill  pass,  and  thai  the  Secre- 
tary desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Re- 
[maentatires  in  this  bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratitm  of  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Represenlatires.  of  the 
7th  of  March,  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  or- 
jdians,  invalids,  and  other  persons." 

Retol»ed,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  all  their 
amendments  to  the  first  section,  except  the  last, 
from  wiiich  they  recede ;  and  that  they  inust  on 
their  last  ameDdment  to  the  fourth  sectioii. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repteaentatires 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiTM  dtsacree  to  all  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  an  appor- 
taoameat  of  Reimsentativea  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  first  enumeration;  and 
'"■H'tp  provision  for  another  enumeration,  and  an 
apportionment  of  Representatives  thereon,  to  com- 
pose the  Hoose  of  Representatives  after  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1797,"  and  desire  a  conference  on 
the  sabjeci-matter  of  the  said  amendments,  having 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their 
part.  They  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  setdement  of  toe  claims 
of  widows  and  orphans  barred  by  the  limitations 
kecetofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  invalid  pensions." 

The  Senate  proceeded  (o  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  disagreeing 
to  the  amendments  o(  the  Senate  to  the  biU,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Representa- 
.  tives  among  the  several  States  according  to  the 
"*  first  eaumeration,  and  making  provision  for  uio- 
dter  eaumeraiioD,  and  an  aj^rtionmeut  of  Repre- 
•enlatiree  diereon,  to  eompoee  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatiTei  a&a  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797,"  and 
oeuiing  a  conference. 

SeMved,  Thai  die  Senate  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence, and  that  Messrs.  ELLewoRTu,  Buna,  and 
Bdti.br,  be  the  managers  thereof  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  ELLawoRTB,from  the  committee  appointed, 
reported  a  further  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims 


u  read  and  agreed 

lUtolved,  TMt  thiji  bill  pass  as  amended. 
Mr.  Shbruan,  from  the  committee  appointed 
fi>r  that  purpose,  reported  a  bill  for  fixing  the  < 


pensations  of -the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  in  Congress. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  a  second  reading. 

TcLBnAY,  March  20. 

The  bill  forfiiingthecompensations  of  the  Door- 
keepers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  was  read  the  second  timej  and, 
being  amended,  ordered  to  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

^.  GoNH  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  entitled  "  An  act  more  effectu- 
ally to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  estab- 
lishing an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United 
States;  which  report  wbs  read,  and  ordered  to  oe 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Johnston  obtained  leave  to  brine  in  a  bill 
to  alter  the  times  of  holding  certain  of  tne  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Johnston,  Sberman,  and  StronOj  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  and  that  it  be  ui  mstruc- 
tion  to  the  committee  to  bring  in  a  clause  to 
establish  such  rotation  in  the  attendance  of  the 
es  at  the  circuit  courts  as  may  best  apporiimi 
)urden,  and  not  impede  the  oischat^  of  the 
duties  of  their  office. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives recede  from  their  disarreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  llie  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans, 
invalids,  and  other  persons;"  and  agree  to  the 
ameadments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bilL  entitled 
"  An  act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  persons  under  particular  circumstances  barred 
by  the  limitations  heretofore  established." 

The  foUowing  Message  was  received  fVom  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 


of  the  amue  of  Rtpnaentatma  .• 

Tba  leverBl  acta  wtdcb  have  beat  puMd  idadvelv  to 
the  Military  BMablkhment  of  the  Uiut«l  States,  and  the 
protection  of  tha  fronliar*,  do  not  appear  to  have  made 
provinon  te  more  than  one  Brigadier  General;  it  is  in- 
cumbent upon  me  to  obKrve,  ihio,  with  s  view  nuraly 
to  the  ocgankation  of  the  troop*  dsnpiBted  by  IhoM 
acta,  a  grealer  number  of  officers  of  that  grade  woold, 
in  my  opinion,  be  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  pnbtio 
service.  But  sn  increaae  of  the  Dumber  becomes  itill 
man  deorabte  in  reference  to  a  difierent  organizatiiHi 
which  is  contemplated,  pnrsDsnt  to  the  andioritj  vested 
in  me  for  (hat  puipoae,  and  which,  beode*  a&et  advan- 
tages expected  ftom  it,  la  lecomtnended  bj  considera- 
tioni  of  economy.  I  therefore  reqnost  that  yon  will  be 
pleased  to  take  this  subject  into  your  eailj  conaidara- 
tion,  and  to  adopt  such  measure*  thereon  u  jon  diaU 
juiiKe  proper. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

tJniTiD  Btitii,  Mardi  30,  179S. 
The  Messi^e  was  read,  and  ordered  that  it  be 
referred  to  Messrs.  Burr,  Gunn,  and  Hawkims, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


Ill 
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WsTmBBDAT,  HaTch  31. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
peliiioD  of  Thomas  Clazlon,  praying  an  annual 
salary  as  an  assistant  Doorkeeper  i  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Cable.  . 

The  bill  for  Gzing  the  compensations  of  the 
Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
«eatalives  in  Congress,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Oa  motion  to  insert  these  words,  "and  that  the 
wsiataiii  Doorkeeper  to  each  Hoose  shall  be  al- 
lowed, in  full  compensation  for  his  services  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  fifly  dollars  per  annum," 
it  paned  in  the  negative. 

Itetolved,  That  this  hill  pass;  thai  it  be  en- 

rsed;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act 
fixing  the  compensations  of  the  Doorkeepers 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
CODfress. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually 
10  proride  for  the  national  defence  by  establishing 
■n  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  Slates," 
be  the  order  of  the  day  ^r  to-morrow. 

llr.  Johnston,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  hill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 
certaio  of  the  circoit  courts  of  the  United  States, 
reported  sundry  amendments;  which  report  was 
lead,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

TRUBBnAT,  March  92. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  enti- 
tled "An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  esiablishiog  an  uniform  mili- 
tia throughout  the  United  States,"  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole;  and,  after  progress,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Ellbwobtu  reported,  from  the  manu;ers 
of  the  conference  on  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ale  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  an  aj^rtionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  Slates,  accord- 
'ing  to  tie  first  etMimeratioa,  and  making  provision 
for  another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Repreeentatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Repreaentatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797 ;" 
that  Ihey  had  ccnferred  with  the  managen  ap- 
Iioinled  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represenea- 
tives,  btrt  had  come  to  no  agreement. 

On  motion  to  insist  on  Ute  amendment  to  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  above  mentioned,  it  wof 
resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  14,  nays  13,  as 
follows: 

Till. — Meaers.  BasMlt,  Bradl«T,  Bun,  Cabot,  inis- 
worth,  Foat«T,  King,  Lsngdon,  Read,  Robinion,  Ruther- 
furd,  Htsnton,  Strong,  and  Wingata. 

Nin. — MoBM*.  Buller,  CbiioII,  Dickinson,  Pew, 
OuDo,  Hawkins,  Henrj,  Izard,  Johnston,  Lee,  Monroe, 
Monu,  Mid  lUunnan. 

On  motion  to  recede  from  all  the  amendmenls 
to  the  biU,  snbsequent  to  the  first  section,  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  17,  as  fallows: 


Winsaie. 

On  motion, 

Rmived,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  all  the 
amendments  subsequent  to  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  above  mentioned. 

A  petition  of  Angustui  Chtistian  Geo.  Blliolm 
was  presented  and  read,  prapng  enoonragemeM 
in  the  prosecution  of  certain  discoveries  respecting 
"the  fundamental  law  that  rules  our  solar  systera, 
together  with  the  cause  of  the  motions  and  raria- 
tions  of  th«  manetio  needle;  and  for  compensa- 
tioD  for  a  supply  of  arms  to  the  United  SlatM 
during  the  late  war." 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  oq  the  table. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  certain  of 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  was  read 
the  third  time;  and,  beinc  amended,  it  was 

Raotved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed; and  that  the  tide  thereof  be  "An  act  for 
altering  the  timet  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  in 
certain  districia  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

Mr.  BnKB,  from  the  conunktee  nipainted  on 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uniled  States 
of  the  30th  inirtmt,  reported  a  bill  supplemental  to 
the  aet  for  making  further  and  more  effectual  pro- 
vision for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  Stales;  which  was  re«d  the  first  time,  utd 
ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Fbiday,  March  23. 
The  bill  sitpidementid  to  the  act  making  hrther 
and  more  efl^etual  provision  for  the  protectian  of 
the  frontiers  ofthe  United  States,  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and  being  amended,  was  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  third  reading- 
It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  this 
bill  be  now  read  the  third  time,  and  it  was  so 
read,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Monaia,  seconded  by  Mr. 
DioKiNBON,  the  petitions  of  the  "  Societies  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,"  resident  in  New  England, 
in  the  States  of  New  York,  of  Pennsylvania,  of 
New  Jersey,  of  Delaware,  of  Maryland,  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  of  North  Carolina,  wereserer^y  read, 
praying  exemption  from  militia  duty. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitions  lie  on  ibe  taUe. 
The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  ftom  the 
Mouse  of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defense  by 
establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States,"  was  resumed,  as  in  committee  tk 
the  whole;  and,  after  progress,  the  ftirthrer  CMi- 
sideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

MoNoaY,  March  36. 

Mr.  STROitn  reported,  from  the  committee  to 

whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Illinois 

and  Wabash  land  companies;  which  report  was 

read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
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Pnua^inge. 


[Sbn^ti, 


A  motion  was  duAb  bf  Ur.  Uonroe,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Lbk,  u  follows : 

"  Raoloid,  That  it  be  a  Btaading  rule,  that  the 
doors  of  tbe  Senate  Chamber  remain  o^u  whilst 
the  Benate  shall  be  sitting  in  their  Legislative 


;ity,  , 


:ept  c 


it  may  require  secrecy ;  and  that  this  rule 
_..Q  commence  and  be  in  force  on  the  Siel  day 
of  the  oext  session  of  Congress  j"  and  it  poKied  in 
the  negative — yeas  B,  nays  17 ,  as  follows : 

Yajf^Mwws.  Bad«T,  CwrsU,  Fartw.  BmUh, 
Johnstim,  King,  Lee,  sad  Monnm. 

Miiv^-Mcnn.  BwHtt,  BniU«j,  Cabot,  Didtinson, 
EUnrwth,  Few,  Qua^,  Heat;,  Uul,  Ltngdon,  RMd, 
Ikmns*n,  Bntharford,  Sbemui,  8tuitWi  Stntiif,,  and 


The  Senate  lasOBicd  the  second  reading  of  Aa 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representativea,  en- 
tilkd  "  Ak  act  ia(»e  «&ctnaUy  to  piovida  Ibi  the 
national  defence  by  establishing  an  unifonn  mili- 
tia throughout  the  United  States  •"  and,  after  pro- 
9,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post' 


gress,  tb 

pOBCd. 


A  measags  fVom  the  Hotus  of  Represenlativec 
informed  Uie  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
setttabTes  have  mshm  the  bill  sent  fVom  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "An  act  estaMishing  a  Mint,  and 
legtiktiBe  the  coins  of  the  United  States,"  with 
an  amendment,  ia  which  they  desire  ike  oonoor- 
renoe  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  eonsideialion  the  said 
message ;  and, 

BtMlved,  That  they  disagree  to  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  therein  mentioned. 

The  Senate  took  into  cansideratioB  ike  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  BapKsentatives  to  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  enjitkil  "An  act  snpple- 
meatal  to  the  act  for  making  further  ani)  more 
effectual  proTision  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States." 

Revived,  That  they  agree  to  the  said  amend- 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Eepresentatires, 
entitled  "An  act  for  inishing  the  light-house  on 
Baldhead  at  the  month  of  Cape  Fear  river,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,"  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Tbe  blU  seal  from  the  Hosse  of  R^reMnta- 
timB,  eMilled  "Anaet  for  aaceriaining  the  bounds 
«f  a  ti«et  of  land  porehssed  by  Jpbn  Oleres 
Bymmes,'*  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

TnESDAi,  March  27. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Houw  of  Sepreaenta- 
lATea,  entitled  "An  set  for  aacartaining  the  bounds 
nf  a  tract  of  land  putctiasod  by  John  CleveB 
SymnDes,"  was  read  the  sbcomI  time;  and  the 
patitian,  aad  other  papers  on  which  it  was  foiud- 
^  being  rca^ 

Qrdend,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Ucmte. 
Stboho,  Lce,  and  Read,  to  conuder  and  report 
tbareon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representative*,  in  i^cb 


they  adhere  to  their  amendment  to  the  bill  estab- 
lishing a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  tl^ 
United  States. 

MMolved,  That  the  Seuate  recede  from  <tuv 
di^wreenient  to  the  said  amendment 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepresenlft- 
tives,  entitled  "An  act  for  finishing  thjslighit-hausa 
on  BaMhead,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  riv^,  i» 
the  State  of  N«Kth  Carolina,"  was  vend  the  msmmI 


iMott  thereon. 

Mr.  Cabot  prea^ited  a  readudon  of  the  Legta- 
lature  of  the  Slate  of  Massachusetts,  on  tbe  peti- 
tion of  Charles  Knowlei  and  others,  Ute  reoimqi- 
tal  paymsitteTs  and  agents  of  that  Stated  quota  of 
the  continental  armyj  which  was  '^^^i  ^''^  "f' 
dered  to  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  tg 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "Aq  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
nationaldefenc&byettaUiahing  an  unifonn  militia 
throaghout  tbe  United  States,"'  and,  after  progreai^ 
adjourned. 

WEDNBsnAV,  March  3S. 

Mr.  JoHHBTOH  tejiotted,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  tbe  Hous^ 
of  Representatives,  entitled  "  An  act  for  finisluDg 
the  ligkl-house  on  Baldhead,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape 
Fear  river,  in  tbe  State  of  North  Qkrolina;"  a^d 
it  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Ttwt  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  . 
of  the  Treasury  to  inquire  into,  and  report  to  Con- 
gress al  their  oeit  session,  the  expediency  of  etec.t- 
ii^  a  light-house  nu  Ocracock  islai^,  or  eliiewbeFfr 
new  tiie  enUance  of  Ocracoek  ialet,  and  W«Wt 
mate  of  the  protAhle  expense. 

Mr.  IsABD  presented  the  petition  of  Laurcpa 
Manning,  an  officer  in  the  South  Carolina  line  of 
the  late  army,  praying  to  be  lUlowed  his  commn- 
tation;  whicn  was  read,  and  ordered  that  it  be 
referred  to  Messrs.  Izard,  Shebmah,  and  Kmo, 
to  consider  and  report  ibereon. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Monnia.  Kino,  and  Ca- 
bot, be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  compens^ing 
the  services  of  the  late  George  Gibson. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
ebtitled  "An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for 
the  national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform 
militia  throughout  the  United  States;"  and,  after 
agreeing  to  sundry  amendments,  as  reported  by 
the  committee,  Ordered,  that  this  bill  i»ss  to  the 
third  reading. 

Thorsday,  March  89. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  Ad  act  more  efiectually  to  provide 
for  tne  national  defence,  by  estabJbhing  a  uniform 
militia  throughout  the  United  States,"  was  read 
tbe  third  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  flirtfaer  to  amend  tfw 
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bill,  M  follows;  to  strike  out  the  proTiso  at  the  end 
df  the  first  section,  to  wit: 

"  Prooided  aiway.  That  i  _ 

■feresaid,  shall,  by  ■  mftjoritj  of  the  field  officen  of  the 
renment  to  which  he  may  belong,  be  deemed  and  ad- 
jnd^ed  unable  to  puichaae  the  anna  and  accoutremeate 
required  by  this  act,  he  ihall  be  eica«ed  (rom  a.  forfeit- 
lire  for  any  deficiency  therein,  until  be  can  procure 
then),  or  until  they  are  pronded  for  faim." 

To  expunge  then  worda  ttom  section  7,  "  and  the 
nid  Adjutant  Geaertl  diall  have  the  nnk  of  a  Brigt 
■Ian  in  the  militia." 

Aloo,  theie  norda,  section  B,  "  prescribed  to  the  late 
trtaj  ef  the  United  Stale*  by  the  then  Major  General 
Bszon  Steuben,"  so  that  tlie  paragraph  be  read  sa  fol- 
low!: "&t.t.i.AndbtitfvTtherenaeUd,  that  the 
nilea  of  discipline  approTed  and  eatablished  by  Con- 
gresi,  in  tbeii  resolution  of  the  twen^-uinth  da;  of 
Mardi,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-mne, 
shall  be  the  rules  of  diadpUne  to  be  observed  by  the 
militia  throughout  the  United  States." 

It  was  also  agieed  to  expunge  the  16th  sectioti, 

"  And  be  it  furihar  enaettd.  That  nodiiiig  in  this 
t^  dujl  be  construed  to  prevent  snj  State  fiom  estab- 
lishing BDch  further  reguMtions  for  tiie  mora  efiectually 
training  thai  ■"■''t'*,  according  to  the  foregoing  rules 
of  discipline,  as  the  Legislature  thereof  shall  think 
proper  to  direct." 

On  n__  :  _  \ 
Mr.  Leb,  to  add  the  foUowinfj  proTiso  to  an  atnend 
ment  agreed  on  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as 
the  last  section  of  the  bill; 

"  And primdtd further.  That  no  sentence  of  a  court 
martial  soalt  extend  to  the  taking  of  life  or  limb,  or  to 
'  any  corporal  punishment,  except  in  case  an  officer  or 
priTate  shall  hold  a  traitorous  correspondence  with  the 
enemy,  or  shall  desert,  or  attempt  to  desert,  to  them,  or 
shall  misbehave  in  time  of  action,  or  diamefiilly  aban- 
don any  post,  or  shall  speak  words  inducing  othen  to 
oflend  in  any  of  die  foregoing  instances:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass,  as  amended  ? 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  22,  nays  1, 
as  follows: 


Johnston,  King,  Langdon,  Lee,  Monroe,  Read,  Robin- 
aoD,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 
Mr.  Rutherford  voted  in  the  negatire. 

Fbidav,  March  30. 

The  Vice  PnesinEKT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  Thomas  Fielder,  representing  that 
there  are  certain  deficiencies  in  the  "present  laws 
respecting  esclusive  privileges  to  original  invent- 
ors;" which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Ca^ot,  Izard,  and  Sbbr- 
M*H,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  eipediency  of, 
and,  if  they  think  ptoper,  to  report  a  bill  resi^ct- 
iog  fugitives  from  justice,  and  from  the  service  of 

Rttolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
directed  to  procure,  and  deposite  in  his  office,  the 
Uws  of  the  several  States,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


MoHUAT,  April  2. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  reported,  from  the  comittitiee 
appointed  for  that  puipose.  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  deol)  which  wBs  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  IzAsn,  Morbis.  and 
Lanodon,  be  a  committee  taiiring  in  a  bill  Air- 
ther  to  extend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
in  force  the  act  therein  mentioned,  and  to  make 
further  provbion  for  the  payment  of  pensions  to 
invalids,  and  for  the  support  of  light-houses,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  and  public  piers," 

Mr.  Stbowo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  , 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  "An  act  ascertaining  the  bounds 
of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cteves 
Symmes,"  reported  an  amendment,  which  was 

Ordmd,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  readii>g. 

TDE9DAY,  April  3. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Eihq.Strono, and  Si.LB' 
WORTH,  be  a  committee  to  oonaider  and  report 
whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are  necessarx 
to  be  made  is  the  acts  eataUishing  the  Treasory 
and  War  Departments. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Hottse  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  aacertainiiw  the  bounds  of  a 
tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves  Symmes," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  postponed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt  was  read  the  second  time;  and,  being  amend- 
ed, the  bill  was  ordered  to  pass  to  the  thinf  reading. 

Wbdhesdav,  April  4. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Hotise  of  Refvesentatives, 
entitled  "Ad  act  for  ascertaining  the  botinds  of  a 
tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves  Synunes," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Retoloed,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  impristwed  for 
debt  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  to  insert  these  words  in  lieu  of  the 
second  section: 

That  persons  imprisoned  as  aforesaid  shall  be  enti- 
to  the  same  ^owance  for  support  as  debtoia  con- 
fined in  the  same  jails  by  eieoutions  issning  fiom  the 
courts  of  snch  States  are  entitled  to  by  the  laws  ot  the 
same,  subject  to  the  hke  regulations  and  restrictions ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
^  ossed;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt." 

Hetolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  joining  the  Secretary,  Comp' 
troller,  and  Auditor,  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  settling  the  accotmts  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  individual  Slates. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  this  moticHi 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow- 
Mr.  Izard  reported  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  rdatire 
"    Weights  and  Measures. 
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THUBSDAy,  April  5. 

The  consideiatioa  of  the  motioa  niBd«  yeslet- 
d>r,  "that  a  committee  be  appointed  lo  bring  ia  a 
bill  foi  joining  tlie  Secretary,  Comptroller,  and 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  to  tlie  Board  of  Com- 
missioners for  settling  the  accotinis  between  the 
United  States  and  tlte  indiridnal  States,"  was  fur- 
iher  poetponed. 

Mr,  IzABD  reported,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
.  ed  for  tbat  purpose,  a  bill  supplementary  to  tbe  act 
for  the  establisliment  and  support  of  light-houses, 
ieacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers;  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  that  it  be 

"  Resolved,  That  Congress  will  adjourn  on  Sa- 
turday, the  14th  of  ApriJ,  instant;" 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  consideration  of 
this  motion  be  postponed  until  to-morrow;  which 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  with  such  com- 
mittee as  the  House  of  RepreseDtEttires  may  ap- 
point on  their  part,  on  the  dBy_  proper  for  Congress 
to  close  the  present  Gession;  it  passed  in  the  nega- 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  lo  amend  the  first  mo- 
tion on  this  subject.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  adjourn  on  Tues- 
day, the  17th  day  of  April,  instant, 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representati' 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
aeatatiTes  agree  lo  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  the 
bounds  of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves 
,Symmes;"  and  that  they  navepassed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  compensate  the  Corporation  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Qrammar  School  and  Academy 
of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  for  the 
occupation  of,  and  damages  done  to  the  said  school 
during  the  late  war;"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  Weights  and  Measures  was 
read,  as  follows: 

1.  That  it  ia  dieir  opinion,  the  stuidud  lor  the  Mm- 
■DiM  and  Weight!  of  the  United  Statea  be  an  uniform 
cylindrical  rod  of  iron,  of  such  length  as,  in  latitude  46° 
in  the  level  of  the  ocean,  and  in  a  cellar  of 
natural  tempenture,  ahall  perform  its  Tibrations  in  mnall 
and  equal  area,  in  one  second  of  mean  time. 

3.  That  the  Preaideat  of  the  United  Statea  be  re- 
quested to  hare  nicb  a  standard  rod  proTided ;  that 
be  prepared  with  all  the  accuracy  which  the  impoitant 
of  die  object  metita,  and  drcaioBtaacea  admit ;  th^  th 
be  done  either  bv  actual  eipeiiments  under  the  parallel 
of  46°  of  latitade  complcle,  or  by  actual  expeiinieiits, 
TectiGed  by  due  allowances,  under  an;  olber  parallel, 
"*""  '  la  for  accurate  experiment 

'     -     -'   mthareaDlt. 
he  ahall  adopt 


for  this  pnrpoaa,  not  aie««diiig    '  doUaia,  ba  do- 

ftayed  by  the  public. 

4.  Iltat  the  atandaid  rod,  so  to  be  provided,  diall  be 
diiided  mto  Gto  equal  ^wts,  one  of  which,  t«  be  callad 
a  fi>ot,  ahall  be  the  umt  of  measurea  of  length  far  dw 
United  States. 

That  the  foot  ahall  be  divided  mto  10  ini^ea,  the  indl 
into  10  lines,  the  line  mto  10  pointa;  and  that  10  feat 
make  a  decad,  10  decada  a  rood,  10  rooda  a  ftirlong,  and 
to  ftuloiiga  a  mil*. 

6.  That  meaauiea  of  aurface  in  the  United  States  be 
made  by  squares  of  the  measurea  of  length ;  and  (hat 

I  the  case  of  lands,  the  unit  shBll  be  a  square,  whereof 
rery  aide  shall  be  100  feet,  to  be  called  a  rood)  that 
each  rood  be  divided  into  tentha  and  hundredths ;  Aat 
10  rooda  make  a  double  acre ;  and  10  delude  acrea  a 
square  fiiiiotig. 

E.  That  the  unit  of  meaaurea  of  capadty  in  the  Uai- 
tad  States  be  a  cubic  foot,  to  be  called  a  bushel,  tlwt 
eadi  bu^Ml  be  divided  into  10  pottles;  each  pottle  into 
10  dsml  pints ;  each  demi  [ont  into  ID  ttetres ;  that  10 
bnafaeb  Im  a  qaartar;  and  10  quaitMs  a  last  or  doubla 

7.  That  the  unit  of  weights  of  the  United  States  be 
a  cubic  inch  of  rain  water,  to  be  called  an  ounce,  and 
to  be  measured  and  weighed  in  a  cellar  of  uniform  na* 
toral  temperatore ;  that  the  ounce  be  divided  into  10 
double  somplas;  the  double  scruple  into  10  cants;  the 
carats  into  ID  minims  or  demi  grairu ;  the  minima  into 
10  miles  ;  that  10  ounces  make  a  pound ;  10  pounds  a 
atone  ;  10  stones  a  quintal ;  10  quintals  a  hogshead. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  this  Report 
be  postponed  until  (he  next  session  of  Congress. 


Friday,  April  6. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
trres,  entitled  "An  act  tocompensate  tbe  Corpo- 
ration of  Trustees  of  tbe  Public  Grammar  School 
and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Dels- 
ware,  for  the  occupation  of  and  damagefl  done  to, 
the  said  school  during  the  late  war."  was  tead  tli« 
second  time;  ojid  Ordered,  that  tnis  bill  pass  to 
the  third  reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  establidt- 
ment  and  support  of  light-bouses,  beacons,  buoys, 
and  public  piers,  was  read  tbe  second  time,  ana 
amended. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  thu 
bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

Reaohed,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed; and  that  the  title  thereof  Ik  "An  act 
supi^ementary  to  tbe  act  for  the  establishment  of 
lignt-houaes,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill  sentfrom  the  Senate 
entitled  "An  act  for  fixing  the  compensations  of 
the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives in  Congress,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  deaire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  author- 
izing the  grant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands 
to  the  Ohio  company  of  associates,"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
second  teading. 


no 


HfSTOfiY  OP  COMiGftE88. 
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Tke  Senate  pTDceeded  to  cn^idor  tint  ■mend- 
meats  of  the  House  of  RepiestmiMLVca  to  the  bill, 

entitled  "An  act  fdr  flxii^  Ae  oonrBer— ' ■' 

die  Doorkeepers  of  the  Bcnate  «»d  Hoi 


eof  He- 

presentativea  in  Congress."    Whereupon, 

Retolvtd.  That  they  agree  to  the  nrai  amend- 
ment, and  that  they  disagree  to  the  other  amend- 
ment, proposed  as  an  additional  section. 

Hokbat,  A]»il  & 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  seat  Rwm  the  House 
oTRepresentatii'eaj  entitled  "  An  act  to  compensate 
the  Corrioralioa  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Gram- 
mar School  au^  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the 
State  of  Deta'vare,  for  the  occupation  of,  and 
duDagei  4ccke  to,  the  said  school  dtiring  the  late 
war,"  wat  pos^wed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  R^presenta- 
Itvea,  entitled  "An  ad amboriztag  thie grant  and 
eaaveyoBce  of  certain  lands  to  tht;  Ohio  com|>aay 
of  associatesj"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  btll  be  referrod  to  Messrs. 
Ruthehtdud,  Ornnf,  and  SnaiiHAn,  to  consider . 
and  report  thereon. 

A  racfaage  was  receiTed  from  the  Hoose  of  Re- 
presentatives, notifying  the  Bcnate  that  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States  according  to 
the  first  enumeration,"  had  been  returned  to  that 
House,  by  the  Pkebidest,  with  the  following  ob- 
jections: 

"  lit  The  ConatituIIon  haa  pmcrUMd  that  Repre- 
■mtotiTM  ahall  be  apportioned  unong  the  ecTeral 
State*  accoiding  to  thMt  ce^wctive  numben ;  and  there 
is  no  (me  proportion  or  dmaor,  whi<^,  applied  to  the 
nmectire  numbem  of  the  Slates,  will  jield  the  number 
and  allotment  of  RepreaaBtstirei  ptopoaed  1^  the 
bilL  Sd.  The  Conatitution  baa  alao  proTided,  that  the 
nnmbai  of  ReBresentaUve*  ahail  net  exceed  one  fi>r 
thittir  tboaaand ;  whif^  reatriction  ia,  bj  the  contest, 
•nd  by  bit  and  obvioua  conatmclion,  lo  be  applied  to 
the  aepante  and  reapective  Bumben  of  the  StUes ;  and 
Oe  biU  hM  stlolted  to  eight  of  the  States  more  than 
ane  ibr  thirty  tbouaand." 

And  that,  npon  a  reconsidemtioa  of  the  bill,  Iwo- 
thirds  of  that  House  did  not  agree  to  pass  the  same. 

The  House  of  Representatives  further  notified 
the  Senate,  that  they  concur  in  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supjdementary  to  the  act  for  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  light-houses,  beaoons,  buoys, 
and  pnblic  piers,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  Also, 
that  the  House  of  RepresentBtives  recede  from 
their  last  amendment  to  the  bill  seat  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  filing  the  compensa- 
tions of  the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  aud  House 
of  Representatives  in  Congress."  And,  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  concur  in  the  biH  sent 
fVtnn  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  erect  a  Kght- 
bouse  on  Montauk  Point,  in  the  State  of  New 
York." 

The  Vice  Pbebident  laid  betnr«  the  Senate  the 
memorial  of  Joseph  Ceracehi,  stating  the  terms 
on  which  he  would  begin  the  execution  of  the 
National  Monument,  mentioned 


s  memorial 


of  October  laatj  which  was  read,  and  oidwcd  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  esta- 
blishment and  support  of  lighfr4io«Be8,  faeacena, 
buoys,  and  public  piers^  was  read. 

iasolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto. 

Tonmav,  April  la 

Mr.  EiNO,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  con> 
sider  and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  altera- 
tions are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  acts  esta- 
blishing the  Treasury  and  War  Departments, 
reported  a  hill;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  readine. 

The  memorial  of  Thomas  Fielder  wsb  reati, 
stating,  that  he  had  invented  an  apparatus  for  fa- 
cilitating navigation^  and,  having  been  at  consid- 
erable expensej  praying  the  aid  or  Government  to 
enable  him  to  improve  his  plan. 

Ordered   That  this  memorial  lie  on  the  tabl«. 

Ch-dered,  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  com- 
ensatethe  Corporation  of  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Grammar  School  and  Academy  of  Wiltnington,  in 
the  State  of  Delaware,  for  the  occupation  of,  and 
damages  done  to,  the  said  school  during  the  late 
war,"l»e  referred  to  Messrs.  L*Nono«,  Read,  and 
Monroe,  lo  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative^ 
informed  the  Senate  that  (he  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "Ad  act  concerning  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls,"  with  amendments.  Also,  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  alter- 


purposes,"  with  amendments;  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  And  they 
have  parsed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  apportion- 
ing Representatives  among  the  several  States  ac- 
cording to  the  first  tnumeration ;"  and  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  extend  the  time  heretofore 
granted  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  certain 
teas  imported  after  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one;"  to 
which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  o{  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  apportioning  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States  according  to 
the  first  enumeration,"  Was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  nnaaimous  con- 
sent, that  this  bill  be  now  read  the  second  and 
third  times. 
ReaoUxd,  That  this  bill  pass. 
The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
enls  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  blH, 
ilitted    "An  act  concerning  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls." 

That  they  concur  in  the  said  amead- 


The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  araead- 
ments  of  the  House  of  RepTeaentatirei  to  the  bill, 
mtitled  "  An  act  for  altering  the  times  tor  bold- 
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iog  tb«  circuit  courts  in  districts  of  the  Uaited 
States^  and  for  oLher  puiposes ;"  and  cotLcurred  iu 
the  sud  amendmeott. 

The  bill  eaiitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time 
haratofofe  f  ranted  for  the  paymsot  ef  (he  duties 
on  ceriain  teas  iii4»rtfd  uter  ibe  thiid  day  of 
Uuei,  ane  ibMHoad  Mv«n  hwulred  andaiBetp- 
one,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and,  bf  iiMmimo«a 
consent,  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  refeired  to  Mcsbtb. 
Kino,  Mohbis,  and  LANgpOH,  to  consider  and  le- 
pOTl  ineTeon. 


',  AprB  n. 

The  bilL  respecting  alteiatioos  neccixary  to  be 
made  in  the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and 
War  Departments,  was  read  me  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  (rfthis 
bill  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Morris  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
WilsoD  and  others,  on  behalf  of  the  Illinois  and 
Wabash  land  company,  praying  to  be  heard  by 
counsel,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Se- 
nate to  whom  their  petition  of  the  ISth  of  Decem- 
ber last  was  referred. 

Ordered,  That  ihismemorial  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  &om  the  House  uf  Representatives 
jnfbimed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatires  have  posseid  a  bill,  entitled  "Anactto 
indemnify  the  asuie  of  the  late  MaJOT  GoDerai 
Matkaaiel  Qreut,  lor  a  cw tain  boad  enteied  into 
bf  bim  during  the  late  war." 

Ui.  LuUtoDOB  rcotortcd,  from  the  oonusinee  ap- 
pointed on  the  bill,  entitled  "Anacc  to  compen- 
■Mte  the  Corpotation  of  Trustees  of  the  Orammar 
School  and  Academy  irf  Wilmington,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  fcnr  the  occupation  of,  and  damages 
done  to,  the  said  school  during  the  late  war." 

Regolce^  That  the  Senate  concur  with  the 
House  of  Repie&eulatives  in  this  bill. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  indemnify  the  es< 
tate  of  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Green, 
for  a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  him  during  the 
late  war,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Thursday,  Apr3  H.    ■ 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represeatatives, 
antitled  "An  act  to  iudenuiify  the  estate  of  the 
late  Qenend  Nathaniel  Gceeo,  for  a  certain  bond 
lettered  into  bv  Urn  during  the  late  war,"  was 
wferred  to  MesKs.  Izara,  Cabot,  Stboro, 
JtfHNaTDN,  and  Bllswokipb,  id  ooasidei  aad  re- 
port Ihereoa. 

Titt  petition  of  John  Ciena  SymnMs,  by  Jana- 
ihsn  Daytw,  his  agent,  wm  read,  praying  to  have 
the  mne  indulgenciea  extended  to  him  and  his 
Maociates^  as  are  granted,  or  about  lo  be  grnnted, 
to  the  Ohio  company,  in  respect  to  their  fnture 
(nymentj  for  lands  purchasetT  of  the  U.  States. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
4c  bill  BMpeotuia  alleratians  neoeasary  to  be  made 
in  the  uM  -MtMt-h'rg  the  Treuarr  and  War 


Departmentsi  and,  after  progress,  the  forthei  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed. 

The  petition  of  Charles  Colvill  and  John  Ro- 
bertson was  read,  praying  lo  be  reimbursed  certain 
sums  advanced  by  their  friends  to  redeem  them 
from  captivity  at  Algiers  j  also,  that  Congress 
would  take  into  consideration  the  situation  of 
Captain  O'Brien  and  his  crew;  aod  of  the  crew 
of  the  schooner  Maria,  whereof  Isuc  Stephens 
was  master,  remaining  in  slavery. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RcTHEnFoaD,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  bill,  en  titled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of  cer- 
tain laitds  to  the  Ohio  company  of  associates," 
reported  simdry  amendments;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Fbidat,  April  13. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respect  itw- alterations  necessary  to  be  made  in 
the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and  War  De- 
partments, and,  after  progress,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow, 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreaeotwtiVM 
informed  the  BemM,  thw  the  Hoom  af  .Repre- 
saUatires  have  agreed  to  all  the  am«iin«its  of 
tke  Saaatt  lo  tlte  UU,  «ntttl«d  "Aa  aet  moce  tf- 
fMn«llT  u>  prvride  for  the  natioikal  defmee,  kf 
•MnUiiiing  an  nniform  miUtia  tteroughoiu  tH 
United  States,"  except  the  two  last,  to  wliiiah  tbvf 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houee  of  Keprtiea 

I  h&ve  thought  it  proper  to  lay  before  yon  a  comion- 
nication  of  the  11th  instant  fnua  the  Minister  nenlpo- 
tentiaij  orOreat  Britain,  lb  the  Semtaiy  of  Stale,  re- 
latiTe  to  Ae  commerce  of  the  two  eonntriei,  together 
wrtb  their  eipUmtoiy  conrcpondence,  and  Ifae  8aei» 
tary  of  State's  MXer  In  nm  on  the  anl^Mt. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

TJaiTBD  ^ATiB,  Aptil  IS,  I78S. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "An  act  more  effectnally  to 
provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  estaMisnittg 
an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States.* 

On  motion  to  recede  from  Ae  amendments,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  fWher  con- 
sidemtion  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Read  presented  a  deed  executed  by  (he 
Senators  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  "transferrin* 
to  the  United  States  the  right  of  that  State  of  and 
in  the  li^ht-botMe  of  Cape  Healopenj  and  piers  at 
Reeden  i^asd,  w^h  sjl  neeeesary  jumdietiaD  ever 
the  same." 

Sathsdat,  AprU  14. 

The  Senate  t jok  into  considetatioo  the  bill  sent 

bova  the  UiNiM4f  Repiesentatives,  entitled  "An 
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act  BnthoTiziiw  the  grant  and  conveyance  of  cer- 
tain lands  to  the  Ohio  company  of  associates,"  and 
the  amendments  reported  thereon  by  the  commit- 
tee; and,  after  debate,  the  nirther  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respecliog  alterations  necessary  to  be  made  in 
the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and  War  De- 
partments; and,  after  debate,  the  further  conside- 
ration thereof  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  took  mio  consideration  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establishine 
an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States;'' 
and,  on  motioo  to  recede  therefrom,  it  passed  in 
the  nt«miive. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

Monday,  April  IQ. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
^President  of  the  United  States: 
QtatUmtn  of  tht  Stnait,  and 

of  titt  Houte  of  JUpntentatiM*  i 


York  dirtrid ;  and  of  their  opinion  and  agiemncmt  re- 
electing (he  "  Act  to  provide  for  the  (ettlemmit  of  the 
dainu  of  widon  and  orphani  bamd  hy  the  limitaliaiu 
heretofore  Mtsbliihed,  and  to  legnlate  the  cUima  to  in- 
valid peiuiaus." 

O.  WA8HIMOTON. 

UiiiT»D  &UTIB,  April  16,  1792, 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  Che  national  defence,  by  establishiag 
an  uniform  militia  throushout  the  United  States." 

On  motion  to  insist  thereon,  it  passed  in  the 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  amendments  to  thb  bill  be  post- 

The  Seitate  proceeded  ia  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  authanzins  the  grant  and  con- 
veyance of  certain  lands  to  toe  Ohio  company  of 
associates;"  and  the  report  of  the  committee  being 
read. 

On  the  question  to  amend  the  bill  as  reported,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  third  section  of 
the  bill,  as  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

"  Sic.  8.  And  be  ii  further  taaeted.  That  the  Preai- 
Aent  be,  and  he  henbj  ii,  further  authoiiiad  uid  em- 
powered,  by  letteii  patent,  u  afciwud,  to  grant  and 
convey  la  the  aaid  RuAu  Putnam,  Manaiaidi  Cutler, 
Robert  Oliver,  and  Oriflin  Greene,  and  to  their  hein  and 
aadgns,  in  fee  aimple,  in  tnut  tor  tbe  uae*  above  ei- 
ptemed,  a  farther  quantitv  of  one  hnndied  thousand 
acretofland:  Pnmded  aluag*,  ntverlhtku,  Thatths 


said  grant  of  one  hundred  tkouamdacreaihaU  be  made 
on  the  eipreaa  condition  of  becoming  void,  for  such  part 
thereof  ai  the  eaid  oompan;  shall  not  have,  within  fire 
yean  tiom  the  passing  of  this  act,  conveyed  in  fee  lim- 

Cle,  as  a  boon^,  and  free  of  eipenae,  in  tracts  of  one 
Dudred  aoea,  to  each  male  peiaon.  not  lev  than  cdgb- 
laen  yean  of  age,  being  an  actual  aettlBr  at  the  lime  of 
iDch  conveyanoe." 


Ytkt, — Meean.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Focler,  Izard,  Lang- 
don,  Lee,  Moiria,  Robineon,  Bhennan,  Stanton,  and 
Wingate^n. 

NxiB.— Meora.  Burr,  Carroll,  Ellnrorth,  Few,  Gnnn, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnaton,  Monroe,  Read,  and  Ru- 
iherfiud.— 11. 

The  Senate  being  equally  divided,  the  Vice 
Pregideht  determined  tne  question  in  the  affirm- 

It  was  agreed  to  expunge  the  fifth  section,  to 

"8tc.  6.  Andbt  it  Jurthtr  eiuuied.  That  the  Pren- 
dent  ehall  be,  and  he  hereby  ia,  antboriied  and  empow- 
ered to  grant  and  convey,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said  a>m- 
pany  of  aiaactataa,  in  the  proportion  of  their  respective 
rights  and  inlereats,  the  reiddne  of  the  said  one  miUioa 
five  hundred  Ihonaand  acres  of  land : '  Proeided,  The  said 
company,  or  any  of  them,  or  of  their  agents,  shall,  within 
six  yean  from  the  paning  of  this  act,  pay  into  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  Slatei  therefor,  at  the  rate  of  twenty- 
Eve  cent!  per  acre,  with  the  inlereat  diereof:  Provided, 
nevertkekM,  That  bounty  warrants  for  land  may  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  for  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  aaid 
tract  which  thall  remain  alter  deducting  the  reserved 
lota." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

TuEBDAT,  April  17. 

The  VrcE  Prebident  requested  and  obtained 
leave  of  absence  from  the  Senate,  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  session,  on  account  of  the  ill  state  of  his 
own  health  and  tnal  of  his  family. 

The  Senate  ^proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  respecting  alterations  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and  War 
DepBrtroents, 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  twelfth  section,  being 
amended  as  follows: 

"  Sic.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  compenaaliDns  allowed  to  the  Comptroller, 
Auditor,  Treasurer,  and  Register  of  the  Treaanry,  by 
the  '  Act  fer  establishing  the  salariee  of  the  Executive 
officers  of  Government,  their  asnatants  and  clerks,'  and 
to  the  Attorney  General,  by  '  the  act  for  allowing  cer- 
tain compenaalieni  to  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  other 
Courts,  and  to  the  Attorney  General  ol  the  United 
State*,'  the  said  officers,  re^actively,  ^all  be  allowed 
the  following  yearly  auins,  via:  The  Comptroller,  four 
hundred  dollars ;  the  Auditor,  fbur  hundred  dollin ;  the 
Treasurer,  fbur  hundred  doUan ;  the  Regislei,  five  hun- 
dred dollars )  and  the  Attorney  General,  fbur  hundred 
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[Sdrate. 


Jobiuton,  Luigdon,  Lee,  Modrw,  Monia,  R««d,  Sber- 
man,  Stanton,  uid  StiDBg. 

Nais. — MeMn.  Bndla;,  Rubuwoo,  uid  Wisgmte. 

It  WHS  agreed,  by  nnanimoDs  consent,  that  this 
bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  increase  the  salary 
of  the  Accountant  of  the  Department  of  War,  from 
one  thousand  to  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

Jietoived,  That  this  bill  pass;  tl»t  it  be  engross- 


The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  third  reading  of 
th^  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  ^rant  and  con- 
veyance of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  company  of 


On  motion  to  amend  the  second  section,  so  as 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
anthorized  to  giant  and  convey  to  the  said  Rufus 
Putnam  ajid  oUiers,  one  other  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand,  in  lieu  of  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  acres  of  land;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  add  ine  following  as  an  additional 

"  And  be  it  further  enaded.  That  the  temu  heroni 
before  allowed  to  the  Ohio  company  of  uaociatet,  lo  lar 
u  tile  same  are  applicable  to,  and  reaped  the  price  ot, 
the  landa  to  be  granted  in  *iitne  of  the  fitrt  Hyment, 
and  the  admiaaibltity  of  army  bounty  rights  in  diacharge 
thereot^  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  extended  to  John 
CleTee  Symmee,  and  hia  aeaodatee,  the  parchaaera  of  a 
tract  of  land  iTing  apou  the  Ohio,  and  between  the  Hi- 
amiiiven;  PTimdtd,akaayi,andbeHJvrtheftnarted, 
That,  intttt'*  of  a  donaliaD  of  one  fanndi«d  thoaaand 
acres,  as  mentiODed  in  the  tlutd  aaction,  not  mora  than 
a  be  granted  to  the  ssid  John 


e  eoudiliona,  aa  are  therein  [a«- 
•ctibed  and  required." 

It  poised  in  the  negative — yeas  4,  itays  16,  as 


1.  BtuT,  Havlins,  Johnston,  and  Mon- 


Bead,  Robinaon  Bherman,  Stanton,  and  Wingate. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended,  and 
that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  amendment. 

Wednesdat,  April  18. 

The  Vice  President  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  tem- 
pore, as  the  Constitution  provides,  and  the  Hon. 
Richard  Hchby  Lee  was  duly  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  lay  before  him  an 
attested  copy  of  this  proceeding,  and  that  he  noti- 
fy the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  election  of 
a  {"resident  jrro  tempore. 

The  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ontario  and  Tioga  counties,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  was  read,  praying  that  Congress  would  take 
into  consideration  tneir  present  critical  and  dan- 
gerous situation  from  the  inroads  of  the  savages. 


Ordered,  That  thia  petition  be  referred  to  th« 
Secretary  of  War. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  have  agreed  to  the  ameodraent  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bil^  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  grant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  the 
Ohio  company  of  associates." 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  ol 
Hepresentaiives,  on  the  bm,  entitled  "An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishmg  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States."  be  further  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  13lh  of  April,  instant, 
'respecting  the  communication  from  the  Minister 
PlenipotentiaiT  of  Oreat  Britain,  (o  the  Secretary 
of  State,  teacher  with  the  papers  therein  referred 
to,  be  put  on  file. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  16th  of  April,  instaal, 
referring  to  a  communication  from  the  judges  of 
the  circuit  courts,  respec tine  the  "act  to  provide 
for  the  settlement  of  the  c&ims  of  widows  and 

Xins,  barred  by  the  limiutiona  heretofore  es- 
hed,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  invalid 
pensions,"  tc^ther  with  the  papers  therein  referred 
to,  be  put  on  file. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  considers- 
tton  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time 
heretofore  granted  for  the  peyment  of  the  duties 
on  certain  teas  imported  after  tneSdday  of  Match, 
1791,"  reported  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  pass 
the  said  bill;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill 
be  read  the  third  time?  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Few,  seconded  by  Mr.  Qdhh, 
"that  when  the  Senate  are  sitting  in  their  Legiila- 
live  caj»city,  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives may  be  admitted  to  attend  the  debate^ 
and  each  member  of  the  Senate  may  also  admit 
a  number  not  exceeding  two  persons;  provided, 
the  operation  of  this  resolution  be  suspended  until 
the  Senate  chamber  is  sufficiently  enlarged:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  6,  nays  16,  as 
follows: 

YiASr— Me««a.Br*dley,B<irT,Few,Onnn,  Hawkina, 
and  Monroe. 

NiTa^MeeoB.  Cabot,  Canoll,  DteUnaon,  SUa- 
woith.  Fester,  Hanty,  baid,  Johnston,  LangdMi,  Mos- 
ris,  Reed,  Robinson,  Sbennan,  Stanton,  Strong,  and 
Wbgal«. 


Tbdbsdav,  April  19. 

Retolved,  That  the  President  pro  tempore  of 
the  Senate,  as  a  member,  retain  his  right  to  vote 
upon  all  questions. 

Mr.  Monnia  reported  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  a  bill  to  compensate  the 
services  of  the  late  Colonel  George  Qilwon;  which 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  IziHD.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  oiU  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre* 
aeDtalives,  entitled  "An  act  to  indemnify  the  e»- 
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tate  oC  the  ia-te  Major  General  Nathaaiel  Oreen, 
for  a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  bim  during  the 
late  w«r,"  reported  anLandments,  which  were  read. 
Ordered,  Thai  the  cousiderauoa  of  the  report 
be  poatponed  until  ' 


Frciut,  April  20. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  oonsideratioD  of 
d>e  repent  of  the  committee  oo  the  bill  sant  from 
the  Houie  of  Representatives,  enticed  "An  act  to 
indemaify  the  eatate  of  the  late  Major  General 
Nathaniel  Green,  for  a  cettain  bond  enicred  into 
by  him  during  the  late  wmt." 

On  motion  to  amend  the  fint  pBragraph  of  the 
b^j  conformably  to  the  report  or  the  committee, 
u  follows: 

"Be  it  enaeted  by  (Ae  Staaie  and  Eoiue  of  Rare- 
lentativo  of  the  UitHtd  StaltM  0^  America  tn  Con- 
greu  attemiUd,  That  the  United  Btal«  dull  and  wilt 
vdamnify  the  ertate  of  Uie  late  Oenoral  Green,  ior  the 
nai  of  eight  thouaand  ni  hundred  and  Mghty.«ight 


^Ud  W  Henn.  Uewcomen  and  CoUet,  by  the  laid 
G«iMnl  Green,  m  nirety  bi  Job  Banks  &  Co^)  and 
the  interaM  thweon ;  excepting  therefioni  a  cOtain  cod- 
tUtisnal  bond,  given  in  Jun^  17S6,  tor  about  one  thou- 
■and  di  hundred  pound*  sleiling,  (the  samB,  more  ai 
taw,)  being  part  of  the  aibreaaid  aum  of  eight  thouaand 
(ii  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pounds  ui  shUliagi,  nhich 
was  to  be  paid  only  in  case  the  said  General  Green 
should  recover  from  said  Banks,  or  Banks  dc  Co.,  a 
sum  snflicient  tin  hi*  indemnity:" 

It  pasaed  in  the  affiimatiTe — yeas  17,  nays  2, 
as  foQows: 

Yaas.— Heasis.  Bradl^,  Cabot,  Camll.  Diekiitson, 
EDawoift,  Few,  Foslar,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Han^.Iiard, 
Mmatvn,  Langdon,  Morria,  Read,  flberman,  and  Stan- 

Nj,r*. — Hesns.  Monroe  and  Wingata. 

On  KMtion,  it  waa  agreed  to  amend  the  first  pio- 


o  the  repmt  of  the  comnuttee, 


br  the  —ii  sun  of  aight  tbaaaaad  aui 
«^y-«igfat  pound*  sU  ahiUings,  eiH^  m 

Ottered,  That  this  biU  pass 

The  bill  to  compensate  the  1 
Colonel  George  Gioson  was  read  the  second  time. 

Orderect,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


HoHDAT,  April  23. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  a.  further  sum 
of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  In  which 
tbejr  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  foUowiog  Message  was  received  from  the 
Fiesident  of  the  United  Stales: 


OttUiemcaofthtSenolcmd 

of  the  Hoaie  of  Rtpntptbitiaet  1 
I  lay  belsro  you  tlke«^y  of  a  Letter  lahicb  Ihave 
received  boat  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Ctnirt  of  Itw 
United  State*,  held  Ibc  the  Pennsylvania  district,  nla> 
tively  h)  the  "  Act  to  provide  for  the  ■etUement  of  the 
eUinu  of  widow*  and  orphans  ban-ed  by  the  litnilatiow 
heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the  daiio*  to  iur 


G.  WASHINGTON. 
niTiTiD  Srim,  April  81,  179t. 
The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 

to  be  put  on  iQe. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepiesenla- 
tives,  entitled  "An  act  Sat  raising  a  further  sum 
of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  read 
the  first  time,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  bill 
was  read  the  second  time- 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatively 
entitled  "An  act  to  indemnifv  the  estate  of  the 
late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Green,  for  a  certain 
bond  entered  into  by  him  during  the  late  war," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  petition  of  Moses  Young  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  allowance  of  deprec"*' —  — 
V.     __, »..    ...        .      ,.     „       ,Qgjj^ 

his  ssilary  as  Secretary  to  Mr.Xaurens,  duriog 


Laurens,  while  Preside 


;  and  als) 


Ells  embassy  to  the  United  Netherlands. 

Ordered.  That  the  petitioner  have  Itave  » 
withdraw  nis  petition. 

The  SenMe  resumed  the  conNdenttiwi  <4  Du 
Bmendttents  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  ReiN^ 
amtativee  00  the  hill,  entitled  "An  set  loou 
efiectuaUy  to  provide  ibr  the  natiooal  defeoae,  faf 
eslabliahing  an  iwiifor^  nulitia  thMtughoal  the 
United  Slates  ;■■  and, 

JRetolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  thar«on ;  d»- 
siire  a  conference  with  the  House  of  R^tresenta- 
tives  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houscet 
and  that  Mesvs.  Ei4.awoBTB,  Qomm,  and  Kwa, 
be  managers  at  the  conference  on  the  part  of  th« 
JSenata. 

Ti;B8niV,  April  24. 
A  messace  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  thai  the  House  of  Reprer 
seniatives  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  indemnifv 
Ibe  estate  of  the  late  Major  General  Naihanid 
Green,  for  a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  him 
during  the  late  war." 

WEDNEsnAY,  April  25. 
The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  readiiw  of 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  a  furuKT 
sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiera 
acd  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;"  "fl 
after  i^reeing  to  sundry  amendments, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  readingi 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 

informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  "&- 

solved,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
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Bpeaher  of  tbe  Hotue  flf  R<^)r«9eittetives  do  *d- 
iourn  their  respecttre  Hooses  tn  the  fif&  day  of 
May  next,  to  close  the  present  sessions,  sad  to 
Meet  again  on  such  ulay  as  may  by  law  be  direct- 
ed;" in  which  resolution  they  desire  the  concor- 
lence  of  the  Senate.  The  House  of  Represenla- 
ttres  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to 
tdter  (he  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Con- 
fess;" in  which  they  desire  the  concorreaee  of 
tiie  Senate. 

The  bill  lut  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
avd  by  uDBBimotis  consent,  it  was  read  the  seeona 
time ;  and,  after  havine  agreed  to  an  amendment, 

Ordered   That  this  billpasB  to  a  third  reading. 

The  resolution  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives, 
that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  be  adjourned  on 
the  fifth  day  of  May  next  was  read. 

Kaotved,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 


Thdbsut,  April  26. 
Affweably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  fcff  raising  a  farther  sum  of  money 
for  the  protection  of  the  fr<Hiti««s,  and  for  other 
Iiarpoves  therein  mentioned," ■"  •^~  *'"■"' 


1  the  third 

Mr.  BoBR  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  the  merchants  of  New  Torkagainst  an  iocrease 
of  duties  on  articles  imported ;  which  memorial 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  for  raisiiw;  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  motMy  for  the  protectiou  of  the  fion- 

"  Thst,  from  and  mtler  the  last  day  of  Jniw  next,  the 
duties  now  in  S>n»  upon  the  vtjcles  hoi«tn»fter  em- 
mented  sod  doKribed,  U  their  impoMKiioo  inta  the 
Daited  States,  riuU  cease,  until  th*  lut  day  «t  June, 
Mia  thoa**id  mthi  hundred  add  nina^-Kitit,  and  in 
lim  Aenol,  tben  ^uU  bo  dmuefcrth,  fin  the  qwce  of 
two  yuan  bwi  the  aaid  Int  day  of  iwie  neit,  laid, 
btiad,  ud  oaUectod,  ofon  ths  sud  aitidea,  at  their  said 
impOTtatian,  the  •eTsral  tad  an^nctin  rates  "-  -""•=— 
foUowing :" 
It  paased  in  the  negative. 
On  motion  to  amend  the  first  section, 
limit  the  duradon  of  the  aforesaid  duties  to  five 
years,  instead  of  two,  as  proposed  in  the  above 
amendment,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

"  On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  insert  an  amend- 
ment in  the  sixth  section,  so  as  that  the  clause 
stand  thus : 

"  And  that,  in  addition  thereto,  there  rikall  be  ijlow- 
ad  and  pdd  upon  prorioons  silted  within  the  United 
Blatsa,  (azoept  upon  dried  fish,)  upon  the  siporUtkin 
thereof  to  any  foreign  port  or  plaor  -  e-"™-  *"-«< 
an  {icUed  iih,  at  the  rate  of  oght 
otber  pi«*iitMU  at  (he  rate  of 

It  was  agreed  to  expunge  these  words  from  the 
last  line  of  the  amendment  adopted  in  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  as  part  of  the  18th  section,  to 
■wit;  "under  the  laws  of  any  Stale,  or  of  the 
United  States." 


>lion  to  adopt  the  following  provision, 
agreed  to  in  the  second  readiag  of  the  toll  sa  the 
ei^teenlh  section,  to  wit: 

••  And  be  it  further  enaeted  and  declared.  That  if  the 
principal  in  any  bond,  which  shall  have  been  given  to 
the  United  States  for  duties  ou  goods,  wares,  and  roer- 
chaadise  imported,  anden  the  tonn^  qfehipl  or  vet- 
mb,  tn  eMutc  of  them,  shall  be  ineoWenl,  or  if  soch 
principal  being  dead,  his  or  her  estate  and  aieeta,  whinh 
shall  have  coma  to  the  hands  of  his  or  her  oaeeatom  or 

.J^i^;.t»m~,  »h.LI  ha  inmflliilMit  far  tk»  fflUMlt  ftf  hja 

or  her  debts,  ud  if  in  either  of  tha  said  OMsa  aar  eaM^ 
in  the  said  bond,  or  die  eieenhaa  and  adminiatratMN  of 
such  snre^,  ihall  pay  to  the  United  State*  the  moneys 
thereupon  doe,  such  surety,  his  n  her  eiecutors  or  ad- 
ministralora,  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  tike  adTsntBge, 
prioritT,  and  preference,  for  the  recoveir  and  rece^  of 
the  said  moneys  out  of  the  estate  end  cUscta  of  such 
insolvent  or  deceased  prindpal.  as  sre  reserved  and  se- 
cured to  the  United  States  by  the  forty-fourth  section 
of  the  act,  entitled  '  An  actio  provide  more  eActually 
ht  the  collectioii  of  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods, 
wans,  and  aterchandiBe  imported  mto  the  U.  States, 
and  DB  the  tonnage  of  ship*  or  vsassis,'  and  diaU  and 
may  bring  and  maintain  ■  snit  upon  the  Mdd  beau),  in 
law  or  equity,  in  his,  her,  or  their,  own  nsme  ar 
names,  for  the  reoovery  of  the  moneys  which  ahall  have 
been  paid  thereupon. 

■  And  it  it  further  declared.  That  the  casM  of  insol- 
vency in  the  said  forty-fouith  section  mcnliorked,  shall 
be  deemed  to  extend  as  well  to  caaas  in  whidi  a  debtor, 
not  having  sufficient  property  to  pay  sll  his  or  her  debts, 
shsU  have  made  a  voluntary  assgnraent  thereof,  for  tbn 
benefit  of  his  or  her  creditois,  or  in  which  the  estate  and 
eSeeta  of  an  absconding,  concealed,  or  absent  debtor 
shall  have  been  attached  by  prooeaa  of  law,  as  to  cases, 
in  which  sn  act  of  Isgal  bankruptcy  diatl  have  been 
committed." 


IS  follows,  to  wit 

nts  per  burel,  and 

e  cenU  per  barrel." 


bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Hotise  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  agreed 
to  the  conference  desired  by  the  Senate  on  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  more  effectuaUy  to  provide 
for  the  national  defence  by  establishing  an  uniform 
militia  throughout  the  United  States,"  and  have 
appointed  managers  on  their  part  j  that  they  have 
passed  a  hilt,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  call- 
ing forth  the  militia  to  execute  ine  taws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repd  inva- 
sions," in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
.  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrection,  and  repel  invasions,"  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  was  ordered  to  pass  to  the  se- 
cond reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  time  for 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress,"  vras  read 
the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  reconsider  the  amendment  agreed 
to  in  the  second  mdiug,  and  to  concur  with  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  bill : 

It  was  agreed  that  the  further  considentton 
thereof  he  postponed  until  t(^">™™'- 


v.^,. 


ISl 


HI8TOKY  OF  C0NGRE8B. 


Senate.] 


[Mat,  1791. 


Fhidat,  Apnl  S7. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  third  reading  of 

the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  raising'  a  further 

3um  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;"  and 
"  s  agreed  to  amend  the  first 


fe«;lit 


e  be  read 


"  And  be  U  enaeled  and  dedartd,  That,  if  the  prin- 
cipal io  anj  bond,  nhich  ahall  be  pien  to  the  United 
Statea  (br  dotiea  on  gMids,  wares,  and  merehandiM  im- 
ported ahall  b«  inaoliant." 

Rttolved,  That  this  bill  pass  a£  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  call- 
ing forth  tbe  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,suppres5insurrectionE,and  repel  invasions," 
was  rtnd  the  second  time  and  passed  to  the  third 
reading. 

Raolved,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
am^dments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by 
establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States." 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,"  be 
now  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickinbon,  to  amend  the 
billj  by  inserting  these  words,  'except  that  no 
militia  man  shall  be  subject  to  corporal  punish- 
ment;" it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  Congress,"  be  postponed 
tmtil  Tuesday  next, 

SAToanAT,  April  28. 

— as 

informed. ,  . ._.  _ _  ._ 

the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned,"  with  an  amendment ; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Se- 
itaie  i  and  that  the  House  of  Representatives  have 
passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  Au  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  tbe 
■aid  coiuts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  with 
amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate ;  and  they  have  also  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  reducing  the  rates 
of  postage  on  newspapers ;"  and  the  bOl,  entitled 
"  An  act  authorizing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of 
certain  lands  to  John  Cleves  Symmes,  and  his  as- 
sociates ;"  to  which  bills  respectively,  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  B.  Turner,  late  an  en- 
sign of  the  Maryland  battalion  of  levies,  was  pre- 
sented and  read,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  tbe 


amount  of  his  ransom  from  captivity  by  the  sav- 
ages, ti^ether  with  the  incidental  eijpenses. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition.be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes  there- 
in mentioned ;"  and 

Raoived,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  taxi 
amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  gnnt 
and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  Jonn  CTeTe* 
Symmes,  and  his  associates,"  was  read  tbe  first 
tim&  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  reducbg  the  rates 
of  postage  on  newspapers,"  was  read  the  Srsl  time, 
and,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the 
second  time  1  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  the 
said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  were 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ells  WORTH,  Bradlbv,  Monroe,  Bdsr,  and 
Henry,  to  cuoaider  and  renort  thereon ;  and  that 
the  amendments  be  printea. 

Monday,  April  30. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  grant  and  conveyance  of  certain 
lands  to  John  Cleves  Symme^and  his  associates," 
be  referred  to  Messrs.  Read,  Kino,  and  Carruli., 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Morrcb,  Sina,  IzARn, 
Cabot,  and  Henry,  be  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
tbe  value  of  foreign  coins  in  circulatioir within  the 
U.  Sutes;  and,  if  they  should  thiuk  it  expedient,  to 
report  a  bill  for  ascertaining  the  rales  at  which 
they  ought  to  pass,  in  conformity  to  the  principles 
of  an  act  passed  the  present  session,  entitled  ''An 
act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins 
of  the  United  States  i"  and,  also,  to  report  such 
other  provisions  as  they  shall  think  necessary  for 
carrying  into  effect  tbe  intentions  of  the  said  act. 

TuESDAT,  May  1. 

The  President  laid  before  tbe  Senate  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of 
Samuel  B.  Turner;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  third  reading  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  alter  tbe  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
Congress,"  was  resumed. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  of  the 
bill  "the  third  Monday,"  inserted  in  the  second 
reading,  and  to  substitute  "the  first  Monday"  in 
November. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Ellbwobth,  from  the  committee  appomted 
to  take  into  consideration  the  amendments  of  tbe 


,,^.- 


BISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


iVOGMduW*- 


[SuKJL-n. 


HoDae  of  ReneseMalires  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  regulftliiig  processes  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  providiog  compensations  for 
(he  cfficers  of  the  said  courts,  uid  toe  jurors  and 
witnesses,"  made  report;  which,  being  read,  and 
in  part  agreed  to, 

Ordertd,  That  the  fiirther  consideralion  thereof 
be  postponed  until 


tohed,  That  a  joint  conunittee  of  both  Houses  be 
directed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  request  that  he  would  recommend  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  a  day  of  public  hu- 
miliation and  prayer;"  and,  having  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part,  desire  ctmcurrence,  and 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 


informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  perscniB 
impriaoned  for  debt,"  with  amendments;  and,  also, 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  remission  of  certain  du- 
ties:" in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
join  with  sucii  committee  as  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  appoint,  to  wait  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  pro- 
posed recess  of  Congress;  it  was  agreed  that  the 
consideration  of  this  motion  be  postponed  until 
hHnorrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authori2e  the  re- 
mission of  certain  duties,"  was  read  the  first  time ; 
and,  bv  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Cabot,  Kihq,  and  BosB,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Wbdnkhdai,  May  S. 
The  Senate  teanmed  the  consideration  of  the 


appointed  to  join . 

House  of  Representatives  shall  appoint, 

on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify 

him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress." 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  thereof, 
it  wssed  in  the  negative. 

AeaofeecJ,  That  Messrs.  Hawkihs  and  Bvait  be 
a  joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with 
such  committee  as  the  House  of  Kepreseutatives 
shall  appoint,  to  wait  on  the  President  (^  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed 
recess  of  Congress. 

A  message  &om  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
coneemina  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States;"  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
cnrrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and,  by  unani- 
mous consent  it  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Hawkius,  Cabot,  and  Ellbworth,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  RenrMentatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  processes 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing 
compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts, 
and  for  jurors  and  witnesses." 

Reidved,  That  they  agree  to  the  first  section, 
and  the  additional  sections,  except  the  second  ami 
fiiUi  additional  sections,  with  an  amendment  to 
the  fourth  additional  sectiini,  so  that  it  shall  read 
as  follows: 

"  And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  ihall  be  the  duty  of  the 
attorneys  in  the  •evoral  districts  to  correapond  with  the 
AttMnaj  Gsn««]  of  ths  Unit«d  Stales,  on  any  mattBr 
relallTB  to  judidal  bniinea  which  iball  ariae  within 
theii  respectiTe  districts,  and  upon  whkh  he  ahaU  re- 
quest innnnalion  ftom  them." 


Mr.  Rbad,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
refened  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  anthorizins  the 

g'ant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to 'John 
leves  Symmes,  and  his  associates,"  reported 
amendments;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  be 
amended  accordingly:  and,  by  unanimous  eon- 
sent,  the  bill  was  now  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  ImUj  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 

imprisoned  for^debl." 

sai, 

t  amendment  to  the 
said  bill. 

Mr.  Kino  gave  notice  that  he  intended,  to-mor- 
row, to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  con- 
tinue an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  therein  mentioned,  ud  to  make  further 
provision  for  the  payment  of  penuons  to  invalids, 
and  for  the  sapport  of  light-botuea,  beacons,  buoys, 
and  public  piers." 


May  3 

jre  from  the  Ho 

informed  tl 

a  bill,  entitled  "An  aot  relative  to  the  a 
tions  to  certain  offieen  employed  in  the  collection 
of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage,"  to  iriiich 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate;  that 
they  recede  from  their  amendments  disagreed  to 
by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt;"  that  they 
agree  to  tne  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  anthorizinr  the  grant  and  con- 
veyance of  certain  lands  to  ^hn  Ctevet  Symmes 
and  his  associates." 

On  motion,  that  a  person  be  chosen  to  snpdy 
the  vacancy  occasioned  in  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Qills,  by  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bkadixv,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  choice  <tf  Mr.  Winoatb 
for  that  purpose. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepresenta 
tives,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  compensa- 
tiona  to  certain  offieera  employed  in  the  collection 
of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage,"  was  read 


HiBTOItT  OP  CONGJBBSa 


4IBIMTB.J 


(M*T,  noB. 


tike  first  tia>e;  and,  by  unBDimoos  etmeeat,  it  was 
read  th«  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
MoRBiH,  Sbebuan,  and  Monroe,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

A^eably  to  notice  giyen  yesterday,  Mr.  Kino 
obtaiDed  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continae  in 
fbrce  the  act  therein  menliooed,  and  to  make  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  tn- 
raJids,  and  for  ibe  support  of  Itebl^iouses,  beacons, 
buoys,  and  public  piers;  which  was  read  the  first 
time,  and,  oy  unaniiBous  conaent,  was  lead  the 
aeumd  tima. 

Owdertd,  That  tbb'  bill  be  referred  to  Mmsig. 
B«MEi-r,  Poster,  Md  JoRReTOK,  toQoneiderimd 
repOTt  tberecn. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  appointed,  re- 
ported "  A  bill  for  reg;uJatiiig  foreien  coins,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  which  wa^  read  the  firat  time, 
and,  by  unanimoos  consent,  was  read  the  second 


Mr.  Cabot  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
triiom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  remission  of  certain  duties,"  thai  it 
was  not  expedient  that  the  bill  should  pass. 

Jtuotvea,  That  this  bill  do  not  pass  to  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Basutt^  from  the  committee  to  whom 
1^  referred  "The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  further  provision 
for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  invalids,  and  for 
the  support  of  light-houses,  *beaeoDs,  buoys,  and 


public  piers,"  reported  amendments,  which  v 

adopted;  and,  by  unanimc  

reaa  the  third  time,  and  p 


conseni,  (he  hilt  n 


,    nd  passed. 

A  message  fr<»n  the  House  of  Representatives 

informed  the  Senate,  Chat  the  House  nave  consid- 


providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  and  agree  to 
some  of  (he  said  amendments  as  amended,  recede 
from  some,  and  insbt  on  olhers,  of  (be  said  amend- 
men[s,  and  desire  a  conference  on  the  subiect- 
mntter  of  the  amendmeius  insisted  on,  and  nave 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  theii 
pwt. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  conader  the  amend- 
ments insisted  on  by  the  Houae  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill  last  mentioned;  and, 

Raolved,  That  the  Senate  iiuia(  on  (heir  dis- 
agTeemen(  to  the  said  amendments;  that  they 
agree  to  the  proposed  conference,  and  that  Messrs. 
ETlls WORTH.  Kino,  and  Henbt,  be  manager 
thereof  on  tne  part  of  (he  Senate. 

Friday,  May  4. 
Mr.  Hawkins,  from  the  committee  to  whon 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  conceniina 
the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  (be  United 
8(Bies,"  reported  amendments^  which  were  read; 
and  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  be  amended  ac- 
cordingly. 


was  Bgraed,  by  unsiiitu— i  coeeeni,  that  Ais 
bill  have  the  third  reading  at  (bis  dme. 

Jtetohed,  ThB(  this  billpase  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseatntiveB 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  hare  pasud 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  (he 
ac(  therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  fiuther  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  invmtids," 
with  amendments;  to  w^icn  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  ptoceoded  to  consider  die  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
above  mentioned;  and, 

Reaohed,  That  they  concar  tberein. 

Mr.  MoRRiB,  from  (he  comnti((ee  to  wiiom  was 
referred  (he  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the 
lompeosations  to  cer(aiD  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  (he  dudes  of  impoa(  wd  tonnage," 
reportedamendraeots,  which  were  read;  and  some 
of  which  being  adopted,  it  was  agreed  to  amead 
the  bill  accordmgly. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
bill  should  have  the  Uiird  reading  at  tnis  time; 
and  it  was  read,  and  passed,  aecoraiugly. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  for  regulating 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  resumed ; 
and,  Being  amended,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 

A  message  from  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate,  (hat  the  House  hare  re- 
solved, that  the  resolution  of  the  31th  of  last 
month,  au(horizing  (he  President  of  the  Senate 
and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatires  to 
close  tne  present  session  by  adjourning  their  re- 
spective Houses  on  the  5(h  day  of  May,  be  repeal- 
ed; and  (lia(,  instead  (hereof,  (bey  be  au(horized 
to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  Thursday, 
the  10th  of  May,  instant,  (a  meet  again  on  such 
day  as  shall  be  by  law  appointed;  in  which  they 
desire  (he  concurrence  of  (he  Sena(e. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion last  mentioned ;  and, 

.  Bexolved,  Tha(  they  concur  therein,  with  an 
amendtueD(,(owil:  strikeout  these  words,  "Thurs- 
day the  tenth,",  and  insert  "Tuesday  the  eighth." 

Satdrdat,  Ma;  5. 
A  Message  from  the  House  of  RepresentMiTes, 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  a^ree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution  of  the 
4th,  authorizing[hePresidentof(he  Senate,  aiul  the 
Spe^er  of  the  House  of  RejK'esentntives,  to  clone 
the  present  session  by  adjouminf  their  respect- 
ive Houseson  tfaeSth  inst.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires  also  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  hill,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  the 
compensations  to  certain  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  dudes  of  impos(  and  tonnage^" 
And  they  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  (he  bin,  entitled  "An  act  coaceming  the  dudes 
on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States." 
And  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
(horiziog  (he  settlement  of  the  demands  of  Antho- 
ny Wafion  White  against  the  United  S(a(M;"  in 
which  they  desire  (he  concnrreitoe  of  the  Senate. 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 
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The  biU  last  meBtioned  wtn  read  the  first  time, 
as  also  the  petition  at  the  Mid  Autfaon^  Wal- 
ton White,  on  which  the  bill  ori^iiated,wilb  sun- 
dry other  papers  referriog  thereto. 

Retolved,  That  the  consideration  of  this  bill  be 
poBtpcHied  notil  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

JUtoived,  That  Messrs.  Hawkins andBDoabea 
ooumiuee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  notify  him  of  the  intended  recets  of 
Congress. 

It  wasegreedto  reconsider  theaboTeresolntioii, 
and  substitute  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Hawkins  and  Bdbb  be  a 
joint  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Sensie,  with 
fooh  committee  aa  may  be  appointed  on'the  part  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  wait  on  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  notilV  him  of  the 
intended  recess  of  Confrress  on  Tuesday  next 

On  motion,  that  the  bills  for  reKulating  processeG 
in  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  states;  for 

¥OTiding  for  the  public  debt ;  for  alterations  in  the 
reasuijautd  War  Departments;  for  aacertainiog 
the  rates  csf  foreign  corns;  and,  for  further  appro- 
priations; be  passed  before  any  other  business  is 
mtroduced:  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Monday,  May  7. 


States,  and  inform  him  of  the  proposed 

CottsreBs ;  and  have  appointed  a  joint  cc 

oit  their  part.  And  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  supplemeutary  to  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States;" 
m  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  makiug  provision  for  the  aebt  of  (he  United 
States,"  was  read  the  first  time;  and,  by  unanimous 
consent,  it  was  read  the  second  time. 

'  It  was  also  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that 
this  bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  making  compen- 
satioDS  to  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  for  extra- 
ordinary expenses,"  was  read  the  first  time ;  and. 
In  unanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the  second  and 
third  time. 
Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 
Mr.  Hawkins  reported,  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  informed  him  of  the  proposed 
recess  of  Congress. 

The  memorial  of  Thomas  Fielder,  referring  to 
his  fonner  petitions  of  30th  March,  and  10th  of 
April  last,  respecting  his  inventions  for  facilitating 
navigation,  was  presented  end  read. 
Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the  claim  of  John 
Brown  Cutting  against  the  United  States;"  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
8d  CoH.— 6 


The  biU,  was  read  the  first  time,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading- 

OiHered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
do  lay  before  the  Senate,  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  a  statement  of  (he  salaries,  fees,  and 
emoluments,  for  one  year,  ending  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  to  be  stated  quarterly,  of  every  per- 
son holding  any  civil  ofiice  or  employment  under 
the  United  States,  (except  the  judges,)  together 
with  the  actual  dislnirsements  and  expenses  m  the 
discharge  of  their  respective  offices  and  employ- 
ments for  the  same  period;  and  that  he  do  report 
the  name  of  every  person  who  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  give  satisfactory  information  touchuif 
his  office  or  employment,  or  the  emoluments  or 
disbursements  thereof. 


ONDAV  EvENiNfl,  May  7. 

from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  enti^d  "  An  act  making  alterations  in 
the  Treasury  and  War  Deiwrtments,"  with  amendr 
ments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  They  recede  from  some  and  adhere 
to  other  amendments  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  providing  competuations  for  the 
officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  wit- 

The  amendments  to  the  first  mentioned  bill 
were  read;  and 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ciHisider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  th^ 
recede  from  some  and  adhere  to  other  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses." 

And,  on  motion  to  recede  from  the  disacree- 
ment  to  the  second  amendment  of  (he  second sec- 
tioD.  which  is,  to  strike  out  these  words,  "  and  be 
at  linerty  to  pursue  the  ume  until  a  tender  of  the 
debt  and  cost,  in  gold  or  silver,  shall  be  made:" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  to  adhere  to  the  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  last  recited,  it  pasaed  in  the  negative- 
yeas  9,  nays  10,  as  follows; 

Yiis^-Mewrs.  Cabot,  Carr^U,  DickinKm,  Ellsworth, 
Foster,  Izard,  King,  Monis,  and  Read. 

Niii. — Mesiti.  Few,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston, 
Lee,  Monroe,  Rolrinson,  Sherman,  Stanton,  and  Win- 
gaW. 

It  WES  agreed  to  recede  from  the  other  amend- 
ment adhered  to  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  said  hill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Senate  on  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  they  concur  in  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  resutaiing  foreign  coins^andfor 
other  purposes,"  with  amendments ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.    They  agree 


)  the  amendment  to  their  amendment  on 
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antitled  "  An  »cl  making  altentkus  in  the  Tm- 
lurj  and  War  DeparlmeDts." 

The  Senate  procMdcd  to  the  eonsidcrttion  af 
th«  amendments  to  the  bill  first  mentioned}  and, 
KMlred,  that  ihey  ooneni  therein. 


A  mesrage  Irom  the  House  of  RepiesentatiTee 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
MntatiTes  ctHieur  in  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
compensate  the  serTieet  of  the  late  Colonel  Geowe 
Oibron."  They  have  jpaased  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  speci- 
fied ;"  in  which  thef  desire  the  coDcnrrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  certain  ap- 
propriations therein  qncifled,"  was  read  the  first 
time ;  and,  bjr  unanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Morris,  Cabot,  and  Eli^bwobtb,  to  consider  and 
teporl  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the  claim 
of  ^hn  Brown  Cutting  againsi  the  United  States," 
■ma  read  the  third  time. 

Reaohed,  That  the  Senate  conour  in  this  bill. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepteseBtaiires 
informed  the  Senate^  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  fami«h  the  seTeial  collectors  of  the  reve- 
nue within  the  United  States  with  certain  printed 
cleBTSDces  of  a  particular  form ;  in  whicn  &ey 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution,  as  follows: 

"  Rem>hed,  By  Ihe  Senate  and  Houee  of  R^tmmla- 
tivu  of  the  United  Slaiei  of  Ameriea  in  Congren 
a—emSled,  That  the  BecrBtsry  of  the  Tressniy  cauM 
to  ba  provided  ten  the  use  of  the  seven]  coUecton  in  the 
Vnited  Btaica,  printed  deonuicea,  on  the  beck  frilereof 
■hall  be  ■  printed  Bocouat  of  die  methods  wUefa  have 
b«en  fimnd  to  uuoer  fer  obtaining  fteriifitini  nil  water, 
and  of  oonstraotingeiteinpneilillKfnich  implements 
>■  are  generallj  on  board  of  ereij  leaiel,  with  a  lecom- 
■endallMt,  in  all  cam  where  thej  ehall  ham  occanon 
lo  naoft  lo  Ihi*  Mpedkot  for  obiaiBing  water,  to  pub- 
lidi  the  remit  of  thev  trial  in«OBMBaetlAonlWirratim 


U  tm  Vnltti  Slataa,  at  ta  «ommaniw>te  it  fcr  poblic*- 
tiBn  to  theoffic«olth«8»cntaryofSlaIe,in  order  IhU 
olben  Buy,  tnr  their  sbooom,  be  encouraged  to  maJu 
omilu  triala,  bd  be  benefited  by  any  iraprovementa  or 
new  ideas  which  may  occur  t«  them  u  ^«etice." 

Retohed,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

Mr.  UoBua,  from  the  committee  lo  wh<mi  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  tut  making  oet- 
lain  uqiropriatioBs  tbeteiD  specified,"  ruiorWd  an 
amendment ;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Baolved,  That  this  bill  pua  as  amended. 

A  meassffe  from  the  House  of  Representatrres 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Hoase  of  Repre- 
'agree  to  the  arneadment  of  the  Senate 


propriations  therein  specified ,'" 
passed  a  bilL  entitled  "  An  act  lespeetiiig  tlie  go- 
Tcrnment  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
northwest  and  south  of  the  river  Ohio ;"  in  which 
thev  desire  the  cwtcurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  bill  last  mentioQed  was  read  the  first  time, 


Tuesday  Bvekiho,  May  8. 

On  motion,  that  a  perstm  be  chosen  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  in  the  Committee  on  £n- 
rolled  Bills,  by  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wihqate,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  Mr.  Shebman 
for  that  puriH»e, 

After  receiving  several  reports  of  enrolled  bills 
and  acting  on  other  tmfinished  business, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives,  that  the  Senate,  having  com- 
pletea  the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are 
about  to  adjourn. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, having  completed  (he  business  before  them, 
are  about  to  adjoum. 

In  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  4th  ia- 
stant,  the  President  pro  tempore  adjourned  the 
Senate  to  the  first  Monday  in  November  next, 
being  the  time  ai^inted  ny  law  for  the  next . 
annual  meeting  of  Congress. 


>y  Google 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 

or  THE 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITRD  STATES. 

AT  THE  FIRST  fiESSION  OF  THE  SECOND  C0N0EE8S,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITT  OF 
PHILADBLPHU,  OCTOBBB  U,  17S1. 


MoMiUY,  October  24,  1791. 

Tfku  being  tbe  day  appointed  by  law  for  the 
4neetiiig  of  the  preieat  Coiwress,  the  foUowiog 
members  appeared,  produced  their  credenliaU, 
and  took  their  seats; 

Prom   New  Sampehire,    Nicholas    Oilhah, 

fiAMUBL  LlVBBHOSE,  Uld  jRHKHI&fl  ShITB. 

/Vom  MoMoehuatttt,  Pietrsx  Ahbi,  Sbbabja- 
SHDB  BoBRNE,  Elbbidqe  Oerrt,  Berjahin 
OooDsnE,  OBORcn  Tbatohbb,  and  Artbmab 
Ward. 

From.  Rhode  hUmd,  Benjamin  Bourne. 

Prom  Cotmeetiatt,  James  HaLHOoes,  Jona- 

TBAH    StUROEB,  JONATHAN  ThDMBDI-I.,  JeREMIAH 

Wadsworth,  and  Amasa  Learned. 

Prom  Neit  York,  Jameh  Goaooit,  JoBW  Lah- 
RANCE,  Peter  Stlvebtbr,  and  Thomas  Tred- 

Prom  NevJertey,  Euas  BonDiNOT. 
From  PeTtntylvama,    Tbohas    Fitzsihons, 
Daniel    Heister,    ana    Frederiok    Auaosrve 

MnnLENRERO. 

Frtrm  Delamtre,  JoBH  Viniho. 
Prom  Maryland,  JosattA  Sbnbv,  and  Sahubl 
Sterrett. 
Prom  Virginia^  John  Brown,  William  B. 

GiLBB,    SaMFEL    URtFTIN,    JaMES   MaIMBOH,    AN' 

DREW  Moore,  and  Alexander  White. 

Prom  North  Carolina,  John  Steele,  and  Hcoh 
Wiluambom. 

Prom  South  Caralma,  Daniel  Hugbr,  Wil- 
UAM  Smith,  and  Thomas  Tddor  Tdceeh. 

/Vom  Oeorgia,  Francir  Willis. 

A  quorum  of  the  members  being  present,  the 
House  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Speaker,  when  it 
appMred  that  Jonathan  Trdmbull,  from  Con- 
necticut, was  elected. 

On  being  condocted  to  the  choir,  Mr.  Truh- 
■dll  addressed  the  Home  as  follows; 

OitiTLnur:  I  find  mjself  anoble  to  eipien  to  yon 
Qie  tbU  Miue  I  have  itf  th«  diatinguiahed  honor  jou 
h>TB  done  me  in  the  ehotce  of  ycna  Speaker. 

The  diffidence  I  fb«i  in  mv  abilities  to  discharge,  with 

nrioty,  the  duties  of  the  Chair,  ia  slmoel  iiunperable 
7  own  mind.  But,  enmuiaged  b;  the  known  can- 
dor of  this  honorable  body,  and  depending,  as  I  think  I 
ma;  confidsntly  do,  on  the  kind  assistance  of  each  in- 
difidnal  in  it,  I  ahall  enter  on  ita  dolies,  with  foil 
osMiancas  to  yon,  gentlemen,  that  I  shaU  endeavor  to 
«ondnct  mjaelf  with  that  impartiaUty,  int^ri^,  and  I 


aaaidui^,  which  become  the  conspfcnons  station  in 
which  yoa  have  been  jdeasad  to  plaee  me. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Ckrk, 
when  there  appeared  an  unanimous  vote  for  John 
Bscklhy. 

The  oath  to  support  the  Consdtulion  was  then 
administered  to  the  members  preseot,  and  the  oath 
of  <^ce  to  the  Speaker  and  Clerk. 

Ordend  That  the  Speaker  appoiDteomminees 
DBtil  the  House  dtall  otherwise  determine. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  ScDaie,  in- 
foTTQios  the  House  that  a  quonim  of  that  body  is 
assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business;  and 
that  the  Senate  have  informed  the  President  of 
the  United  States  that  they  are  ready  to  receiTc 
any  communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  tbem. 

Retotved,  That  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  Ladrancb,  and  Mr.  White,  be  a  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  IIuusc,  to  act  jointly  with  the 
committee  ftom  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Pr^ 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  report  Standing  Rules  and  Order*  of 

?rooeedin?  for  the  House.  Messrs.  MdHLENBBaa, 
'dcker,  Williamson,  Ames,  and  Smith,  of  New 
Hampshire,  were  named. 

JoBRPH  Wheaton  was  appointed  Se^cenni-at- 
Arms;  and  Oifpord  Dallet,  Doorkeeper,  and 
Thomas  Claxtoh,  assistant  Doorkeenet. 

Retolvfd,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress  tia  the 
present  session.  ' ■ — '^ '^•■ 

Mr.  Smith,  ( 


to  n 


TH,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
1  the  President  oi  the  United  States, 
reported  that  the  President  would  make  a  com- 
munication to  both  Houses  to-morrow  at  twelre 
'clock,  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 
A  message  from  tbe  Senate  aunotmced  the 
agreement  of  that  body  to  the  resolution  of  this 
House  for  the  appointment  of  two  Chaplains,  and 
had  elected  the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  Wbit^ 
their  part. 

ToEBDAT,  October  25. 
The  following  members  appeared,  presented 
their  credentials,  and  took  theii  seats:  Abrabaii 
Clark,  Jonathan  DAYTON.aadAAROHEiTCHELL, 
from  New  Jersey ;  and  Israbl  Jacorb,  bam  Penn- 
sylvania. 
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The  House  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  ChoplaiD, 
when  a  majoiil j  of  the  votA  were  found  in  fa^or 
of  the  Rer.  Mr.  Blair. 

A  message  being  received  from  the  Senate, 
statmg  that  they  were  ready  to  receive  Ihe  Com- 
munication from  the  President  of  [he  United 


the  purpose  of  receiving  the  same. 

On  the  return  of  the  members,  the  Speaker  laid 
before  the  House  a  copy  of  the  Speecb  delivered 
by  the  President,  (which  -will  be  fouod  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Senate,  ante,  page  11.) 

The  Speecb  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole 


Wbbnbbd&v,  October  26. 

The  following  members  appeared,  presented 
their  credentials, and  took  their  leats:  Theodore 
S  EDO  WICK,  from  Massachusetts;  Abbahah  Vena- 
BLB,  from  Virginia;  Nathaniel  Madon,  from 
North  Carolina. 

The  Speakeh  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  public  moneys,  from  October  1, 1790 
to  Ihe  30th  of  June,  1791;  which  was  read,  and 
«rdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Jtetolved  That  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  proceed- 
ing eitablislied  by  the  last  House  of  Representa- 
tirea,  shall  be  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  proceeding 
to  be  observed  in  this  body,  until  a  revision  or 
alteration  of  the  same  shall  take  place. 

The  President  of  the  United  Stales  transmitted 
to  the  House,  by  message,  copies  of  the  following 
Acts,  which  had  been  transmitted  to  him  during 
the  recess,yiz:  "An  act  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  New  Hampshire,  for  ceding  to  the  United 
States  the  fort  and  light-house  belonging  to  said 
State;"  "An  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, ratifying,  on  behalf  of  said  State,  the  first  arti- 
cle of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  proposed  by  Congress;"  and  "An 
KCt  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  granting 
Ihe  use  of  Ihe  jails  within  that  State  to  the  United 
States:"  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  James  Rumsey,  by  Joseph  Barnes, 
his  attorney  in  fact,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  thai  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
promote  the  progress  ofusefularts,"raaj be  amend- 
ed, and  rendered  mote  effectual  for  securing  to 
original  inventors,  property  in  their  respective  dis- 
coveries." 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  lie  on  the  table. 
PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  President's  Speech,  Mr.  Mdhlen- 
BBBG  in  the  chair. 

The  Speecb  being  read,  Mr.  Vihihg  moved  a 
resdtition,  of  which  the  following  is  the  purport; 

"  Keaohed,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
Alt  an  Address  ahould  be  rawQted  to  the  President  of 
die  United  States  bj  ths  Hoiue  of  RepmenUtives,  in 
IT  to  hli  Speech,  to  eon^ratolate  turn  on  the  proi- 
''  n  of  the  United  Btatee,  exprenive  of  the 


tpprobnion  of  the  Hdubs  of  (he  wi«e  and  pmdent  mM- 
snrea  he  hta  pursued  duiing  ^leir  recess,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  duties  committed  to  his  cbu^ ;  prominoK 
speedy  attention  to>  the  important  and  momealous  6b- 
jecU  recommended  to  their  consideration,  and  eipree*- 
ing  their  approbation  of  the  humane  and  eflectuaJ  steps 
taken,  under  his  direction,  for  the  defence  of  the  weet- 
era  froDtien." 

This  resolution  was  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Lad- 
LNCE,  Sedowick,  Smith  of  Soulh  Carolina,  and 
LivERMORE,  upon  the  principle,  that  it  expressed 
the  sense  of  the  House  upon  points  which  required 
further  information  and  investigation  before  the 
House  could,  with  propriety,  determine.  It  was 
difficult  to  say,  before  proper  documents  were  laid 
before  the  House,  whether  the  measures  adopted 


It  Ihe  measures  adopted  cotild  not  fail  t< 


iKiure  LUC  xiuuae,  wiici-ncf   luc   lUEoaurc: 

for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers 
most  prudent  that  could  be  adopted.  It  was  im- 
possible positively  to  assert,  that  the  President,  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  assigned  him  in  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  excise  act,  had  done  all  for  the 
best  Every  member  that  spoke  agreed  in  ex- 
pressing his  individual  opinion,  that  no  doubt  the 
President  had  acted  with  his  wonted  prudence 
and  wisdom  in  the  execution  of  the  trusts  reposed 
in  him;  but  also«greed  that  it  was  improper,  in- 
deed, it  was  no  compliment  paid  to  the  President, 
to  approve,  before  a  formal  examination. 

In  answer  to  these  objections  it  was  observed, 
that  so  far  as  circumstances  had  been  m^de  known 
to  the  members,  relative  to  Ihe  steps  taken  by  the 
President  during  the  recess  of  the  Federal  Le^^ 
lature,  so  far  they  claimed  the  approbation  of  the 
House;  and  that  the  opinion  of  the  Hotise  was 
only  meant  to  be  given  as  far  as  they  were  in- 
formed. It  was  urged,  that  the  answer  of  the 
House  should  be  a  candid  expression  of  their  feel- 
ings; feelings  which  the  prosperou  " 
...     ..   „       ...^  j^^ 

e  of  Ihe  measures  adof 

Several  modifications  were  proposed  to  the  re- 
solution, which  was  finally  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

"  Raohed,  That  it  ii  the  opinion  of  this  <I!ommitles 
that  a  KBpecUul  Address  ought  to  be  preeented  by  the 
House  of  RepieHQUtivei  to  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
Stales,  in  aniwerto  hii  Speech  to  both  Housee  of  Con- 
grew  at  the  commencement  of  thi>  seasion,  containiDg 
assurances  that  this  House  will  take  into  codideration 
the  various  and  important  matters  recammended  to  their 
attention." 

Mr.  Madibon,  Mr.  Laurxnce,  and  Mr.  Shitb, 

of  South  Carolina,  were  appcHnted  a  committee 

to  prepare  an  Address,  pursuant  to  the  resolution. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

A  resolution  which  had  been  laid  on  the  laUe, 
contemplating  theappointmentof  a  Committee  of 
Contested  Elections  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  was  opposed  to  ^uch  an  appoint- 
ment. The  Constitution  had  fixed  the  mode  of 
judging  contested  elections,  at  least  to  determine, 
so  far,  that  the  House  should  be  the  judges  of  con- 
tested elections  of  their  own  members.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  forms  to  be  observed  in  the 
trial  should  not  be  fixed  before  a  case  of  contested 
election  occurred.    He  totally  disapproved  of  the 
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idea  of  delegating  to  a  committee  this  otrwet  of 
jadgiog,  expressly  given  lo  them  by  the  Constitu- 
tioa.  Such  a  transfer  of  power,  be  conceived, 
irould  be  as  imconslilutionai  as  to  delegate  a  Le- 
gislative BUthoritf.  In  the  British  Parfiameat,  it 
was  tnie,a  committee  was  made  the  judge  of  con- 
tested elections;  but  there  was  no  higner  authority 
there,  he  observed,  to  prevent  them  from  delega- 
ting this  power;  whennere,  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  clearly  spoken  in  their  Constitution, 
and  determined  the  iuoges  of  the  elections. 

Mr.  ViNiNO  stated,  that  his  object  in  wishing 
the  resolution  adopted,  was  to  procure  expedition, 
cave  expense,  and  secure  fairness  of  decision  in 
determining  contested  elections.  He  hoped  the 
CooEtitution  wonid  be  no  obstacle  to  the  attain- 
ment of  these  desiderata.  Perhape  it  miffht  be 
Ibond  neceasaiy  to  leave  to  the  House  a  final  vote, 
after  the  work  of  the  conunittee  had  been  laid  be- 
fore them. 

Mr.  White  clearly  saw  great  inconvenience 
permitting  cases  of  contested  elections  to  con 
directly  before  the  House.    The  delays  and  co 
sequent  expense  of  examining  witnesses  would  be 
very  great.    He  was  of  opinion  that  a  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose  should  examine  the 
evidences  brought  forward  arrange  themj  and  lay 
tfaem  in  order  before  the  House  for  their  mforma- 
tion;  but  then  he  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  let- 
ting the  determination  depend  upon  a  vote  of  the 

Before  any  question  was  taken  on  the  resolu- 

Ordered,  That  a  standing  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Liveb- 
MOBE,  Mr.  BouDiNOT,  Mr.GiLEB,Mr.OBRHY,Mr. 
BoDHNC,  of  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  HiLLBOOafi, 
Hr.  Steele. 

T&URBnAT,  October  37. 


ted  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  lo  both  Houses 
of  Congress;  which  was. read,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
immediately. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  PBESIDGNT. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  said  Ad- 
-dress ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Mdblenbero  reported  that  the  committee  had  had 
the  said  Address  under  eonsideiation,  and  made 
no  amendment  thereto.    Whereupon,  it  was 

Retoiwd,  itnanmausly,  That  tliis  House  dotb 
agree  to  the  said  Address,  in  the  wordsfbllowing: 

8iB :  In  rnceiving  ;our  Addma,  U  the  owning  of 
the  prcMnl  session,  the  Hauiw  of  RepreaeDtsliiiM  har- 
lakan  an  smple  shan  in  the  feeling  mspired  b^  the  m 
tail  proBptrrily  and  Battaiing  prospects  of  Our  oovnti^ 
•nd  whilit,  with  becomtng  gratitudB  to  Heaven,  we  a 
eriba  this  happinMi  to  the  tnie  mnma  ftran  which 
tew;  we  behdd  with  an  animating  pleinira  the  dagrse 
h)  whidt  the  Constitution  and  Laips  of  the  Unilad 
State*  have  bean  instnunintal  in  diapeaaing  it. 


The  aafet;  of  our  Weatem  frontier,  in  which  the  live 
and  repoae  of  BO  many  of  ouriellow-citiienBare  involved, 
being  paculiailj  iBteieitjng,  your  commmiicatiana  on 
that  aubject  are  proportionally  gralffiil  to  us.  The  gal- 
tantrr  and  good  oonihict  of  the  militia,  wboaa  aervieea 
wnre  called  for,  is  an  honorable  confirmation  of  the  elH- 
cac7  of  that  predona  reaomce  of  a  fne  State.  And  wa 
amdouaty  wish  that  the  oonaaqoaneea  of  their  awcceM 
tnl  enterpnaea,  and  of  the  other  proceedinga  to  wUdi- 
70D  have  reftired,  nuj  laava  the  United  Slalaa  free  to 
pmvue  the  nwat  banevalent  polu^  towards  the  iihhaiinj 
and  dahided  race  of  people  m  our  naighborbead. 

The  ammintofthe  population  of  the  United  Stale*, 
determined  by  the  retuma  of  (he  census,  is  a  source  irf 
the  most  pleasing  reflection*,  whether  it  be  viewed  in 
relation  to  am  national  aafe^  and  reapectabiJitj.  or  a* 
a  proof  of  that  felicity  in  the  aituation  of  our  countty, 
which  favors  *o  aneiampled  a  rapidity  in  it*  growth. 
Nor  ought  any  lo  be  insensible  t«  die  additioaal  motive 
BUggeaHd  b^  this  important  taet  to  pei^etoale  the  ftaa 
Govenmient  established  with  a  wiaeadimniatiatian  of  it, 
to  a  portion  of  the  earth  which  promiaea  aueh  an  m- 
creaae  of  (ha  number  which  ie  10  eiyaj  I 
within  the  limiU  of  the  United  States. 

We  shall  proceed  with  all  the  respect  dne  to  joar  p*- 
tiiotic  secODUDeadsliaDa,  and  with  a  deep  se^  of  tha 
trual  committed  lo  ua  by  onr  fellow-dtisen*,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  vaiioua  and  important  matten  faSio^ 
within  the  present  leeaion  ;  and,  in  diacuaaing  and  da- 
dding  each,  we  (hall  feel  every  diapoaition,  whilat  we 
are  pursuing  the  public  wet&re,  which  muat  be  the  su- 
preme object  with  all  our  constituents,  to  accommodate, 
Bifar  aapoaaible,  the  means  of  attaining  it  to  the  senti- 
ment* and  wishea  of  every  part  of  tham. 

Beaolved,  That  the  Speaker,  attended  by  the 
House,  do  present  the  said  Address;  and  that  Mr> 
Madison,  Mr.  LAtnLANcB,  and  Mr.  Smitb,  of 
South  Carolina,  be  a  commiuee  to  wait  on  the 
President  to  know  when  and  where  it  will  be  cwtr- 
venient  for  him  to  receive  the  saRie. 

A  Message,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  by  the  Secratary 
of  War,  as  follows : 
Geatlanen  of  iHc  Senate,  and 

of  (Ac  Houte  of  Sepratntativa  : 

I  have  directed  the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  before  jon, 
for  yom  information,  the  Reports  of  Brigadier  General 
Scott  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant  Wilkinsoua 
the  officen  who  commanded  the  two  expeditions  antnat 
the  Wabash  Indians,  in  the  months  of  June  and  Aa- 
gusl  last,  together  with  the  instructions  by  virtue  of 
which  the  said  eipeditiona  were  undertaken.  When 
the  operations  now  depending  shall  be  terminated,  the 
eporta }   '     ■      ■■  ■    ■■     ■      ...... 

Uhit 

Ordered,  That  the  information  referred  lo  in 
the  said  Message  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Maoison,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wail  on  the  President  of  the  Uuiieif  States,  t« 
know  when  and  where  it  will  be  conveaient  for 
him  to  receive  the  Address  of  this  Hous«,  in  an- 
swer to  his  Speech  to  both  Hoiuee  of  Coaipan 


v.^,. 


1«7 
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reported  that  the  committee  I 
President,  who  signified  to  then 


•  had  waited  on  the 
1  that  it  would  be 
D  him  to  receive  the  said  Address  at 
twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  at  his  own  house. 


Pbiday,  October  S6. 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pate  and  bring  ia  a  bill  at  bills  foi  registering  snips 
or  ressels.  and  for  regulating  those  employed  m 
the  coRstine  trade  and  fisheries)  and  that  Mr. 
QoOBBCE,  Mr.  FtTXBiHONB,  and  Mr.  Learned,  be 
of  the  said 


States,  and  there  presented  to  hira  the  Address  of 
diis  House,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses 
f  Congress ;  to  which  the  President  made  the 
following  reply : 
Genilentea.- 

Tha  plnnire  I  dmive  fann  m  aMiiiWie*  of  joot  *V 
liBtioB  to  tin  objects  I  kara  TscommeDded  lo  roo  is 
doubled  br  jom  eoncimeac«  in  the  tcMimony  I  kave 
bran*  to  Um  pwMpatoiM  eonditiaaof  onr  pntdica&in. 

Racing  on  the  sanetloiui  of  your  ralightmed  jadg- 
ment,  and  on  your  pctnotic  aid,  Ifhallbe  the  more  en- 
ea<ui««d  in  all  my  endsaTon  fcr  the  public  weal,  and 

C3C«1b^  in  thcMa  which  may  b« required onny  Mit 
suenting  the  salatary  meaaoTM  I  antidpale  from 
your  pmant  ddiberations. 

a.  WA8HINGT0N. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  a  copy  of  the 
Knuraeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
Slates,  agreeable  to  the  Census  taken  pursuant  to 
a  law  of  the  Union.  Also,  sundry  papers  from  the 
OoTcmor  of  Fenusylvania,  respecting  several  per- 
sons who  have  fled  Irani  justice  from  that  State 
to  the  State  of  Virginia.  The  papers  were  read, 
and  a  motion  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Sedowick, 
Aai  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  whom 
the  papers,  respecting  the  persons  fleeing  ftom 
justice,  sboald  De  referred;  with  instructions  to 
report  a  bill  or  bills,  making  a  general  provision 
in  cases  of  persons  charged  with  felony,  treason, 
or  other  crimes,  who  may  flee  from  a  State  having 
cognizance  thereof,  ice. 

The  schedule  of  the  Census  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  other  papers  referred  to  in  the  Message  of 
the  President  received  yesterday,  were  then  read, 
Tiz;  Anactofthe  State  of  North  Carolina,  ceding 
a  tract  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  United  Sutes, 
for  the  erection  of  light-bouses,  and  the  reports  of 
the  commanders  on  tbe  expeditions  against  the  In- 
dians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sedqwick,  b  committee  wa; 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  re- 
gulation of  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  cod 
listing  of  Messrs.  Levesmore,  Clabk,  Steele, 
BoDHNE  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Thatchbr. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHBon'B  motion,  for  a  committee 
bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  promoting  t 
pngren  of  the  BseAil  arts,  was  adopted,  and  the 


following  gentlemen  appointed:  Messrs.  WiLLiut- 
BOit,  HiLLHODBE,  and  BBDOWIOr. 

Mow  DAY,  October  31. 

Several  other  members,  towit:  from  Vermont, 
NATHAKiELNiLEsand  Israel  Suith  ;  from  Mary- 
land, Upton  Sbebidine;  from  North  Carolina, 
WiLLiAU  Barry  Grove;  and  from  South  Caro-, 
lina,  RobeBt  Barnwell — appeared,  produced 
their  credentials,  and  took  taeir  seats  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  laid  on  the  table 
a  resolution  for  extending  the  time  allowed  for 
making  a  return  of  the  census  of  South  CaroUna, 

Mr.  Seoowick's  motion  respecting  persons  who 
flee  from  justice,  dtc,  laid  on  the  table  last  Fri- 
day, was  committed  to  Messrs.  SedOWICB,  BODKHB 
(M.)  and  White. 

Messrs.  Auee,  Dayton,  Brown,  FiTZamoHS, 
and  TucKBK,  were  i^poiBt«d  a  committee  to  re- 
port a  regular  and  uniform  mode  of  proceeding  in 
cases  of  contested  elections  of  members  of  tke 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sedowick,  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Wadbwobth,  Surra,  of 
South  Carolina,  and  Sylvester,  was  appointed 
to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  widows  and  o^- 
phans  in  certain  cases. 

THE  CBNBU8. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a.  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  schedule  of  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Laubance  observed,  that  there  were  two 
objects  which  presented  for  the  attention  of  the 
committee  on  tnis  occasion;  the  first,  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  ratio  of  representation — the  otner, 
the  situation  of  the  census  as  it  respects  the  State 
of  South  Carolina — both  of  them  important. 

Mr,  L.  proposed  a  resolution  in  regard  to  the 
first — "  T  hat  till  the  time  of  the  next  enumeration, 
the  number  of  Representatives  shall  be  one  10 
every  thirty  thousand  inhabitants."  He  further 
observed,  tnat  the  census  of  South  Carolina  not 
being  completed,  and  returns  made  within  the  time 
limited  by  law,  it  remains  that  some  provision  on 
that  subject  should  be  made;  but  as  he  supposed 
the  gentlemen  from  that  State  would  make  a 
proposition  to  the  Monse,  he  should  waive  any 
rurtner  remarks  for  the  present.  He  concluded 
by  repeating  bii  motion,  that  the  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation should  be  one  for  every  thirty  thouiaiuL 

Mr.  LivEBMORE  said,  he  was  apprehensive  the 
motion  would  be  premature,  till  the  fate  of  an. 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  proposed  to  the 
people,  was  known;  that  amendment  saysthatthe 
ratio  of  representation  shall  be  one  to  every  30,090 
persons,  till  the  number  of  Representatives 
amounts  to  100 ;  after  which  the  ratio  is  to  be  oae 
to  40,000.  If  this  amendment  is  agreed  to,  the 
resolution  on  the  table  will  contravene  its  operar 
tion;  if  that  amendment  is  not  adopted  (u«d  1 
heartily  wish  it  never  may  be)  we  should,  on  Iks 
proposition  now  moved,  have  a  larger  House  thaB 
that  amendment  eontemplatedi  he  vras  opposed 
to  so  large  a  number  trf  RepMsentatiTea  as  wo^ 
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bB  eomequest  Mt  t^  jdan  fTOposei,  xnd  eoneladed 
lif  isquiTuif  whetker  th«  aboTe  ameuAmenc  had 
been  adopinl  hy  the  reqniMte  number  of  the  Le- 
gislataresl  On  examinatioD  it  did  not  appear  that 
a  anffieient  aumbei  of  the  States  dad  nude  rc- 
ttmiB  mpectjng  the  amendmransio  determine  the 
foeetioD. 

Mr.  8bd«wick  mid  the  ConstitntitHi  had  prtm- 
ded  that  the  number  of  Representatives  snould 
not  exceed  oae  for  erery  30,000,  but  Confess  may 
increase  the  number  of  constituents  of  each  mem' 
ber.  He  read  the  result  of  s  calculation  of  the 
number  of  Representatires  which  would  be  re- 
tunied  on  a  supposition  of  there  being  one  to  ?" 
3^  34,  and  40,000  thourand  persons.  According 
At  present  censos,  supposing  South  CaToUna 
contain  240,000  thousand  persons — Ihirtr  thousand 
would  give  110— thirty-three,  104;  thiriy-four, 
100;  and  forty  ihoDsand,  Sg  meinbera.  Jud^ng 
from  the  sense  of  the  people,  so  fu  as  it  could  be 
collected  from  what  had  been  done  respecting  the 
proposed  amendment  tin  ibis  subject,  he  was  of 
opinioDthal  the  Tatiowhich  would  meet  the  general 
approbation  was  that  which  would  giye  about  one 
hondred  nombers  in  the  House  of  RepRMntatires. 

Mr.  LireitHora  was  in  faror  of  a  ratio  whieh 
Irould  give  die  smallest  number  that  was  men- 
lloaed  br  the  gentleman  last  op. 

Mr.  White  said,  that  the  general  senthaeiii  of 
the  people  was  perhaps  more  ftiUy  known  on  the 
subject  Defore  the  committee,  than  on  any  other 
that  can  come  before  them.  Among  the  objec- 
tioDs  to  the  Constitution,  the  smallness  of  the  re- 
An 

ed.  It  has  been  Eaid  by  the  enemies  of  the  Consti- 
tution that  Congress  will  never  consent  that  there 
Bfcall  be  a  Representatire  for  every  30,000  per- 
sons. The  time  is  now  come  when  the  queation 
ii  to  be  determined ;  and  I  hope,  said  Mr.  W., 
thai  Congress  will  act  with  the  ntmoat  liberalitT 
m  the  occasion;  and  that  they  will  not  iKminiEh 
die  nunaber  of  Representatives. 

Ht.  D&TToK  eoesidered  the  subject  in  a  differ- 
ent light  from  the  gentleman  last  speaking.  He 
■opposed  the  sense  of  the  people  at  the  present  day 
was  opposed  to  a  great  iocrcAse  of  the  number  of 
RqvMentatives.  He  thought  that  one  to  40,000 
ftnom  would  give  the  most  eligible  number,  bni 
was  wiUiaf[  to  meet  the  gentleman  half  way,  and 
mored  to  miert  the  word  f!w  betweoi  "  tdirty" 
aad  '^hotuand,"  in  the  r«Bomtion. 

Mr.  Whtfb  explained  himself  as  referring  par- 
tiralariy  to  the  time  when  the  Constiratioa  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Swrar  observed,  tlwt  the  subject  was  too 
tmiwrtant,  in  his  opinion,  to  come  to  a  sudden 
deebion  upon,  eraeciaUy  as  many  of  the  members 
«f  dte  House  had  not  arrived.  He  moved,  there- 
fen,  that  the  committee  sbtrald  rise,  report,  and 
aak  leave  to  sit  agwn.  The  eomnuttee  accord- 
iligiy  rose. 

A  memorial  of  Joseph  Cetacchi,  a  Roman  seulp- 
Mv,  was  presented  and  read,  proposing  to  execute 
a  momiment  to  perpetaaM  American  Indepen- 
imot.    Laid  mt  the  tkble. 


[H.erB. 


TuBBDAT,  Narember  1. 

AiiTBOtfY  Watme,  meinj(er  firom  Georgia,  and 
JoBiAB  Parker,  from  Vitginia,  took  their  seata 
this  day. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prerident  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  the  arrange- 
ment made  in  respect  to  the  division  of  the  United 
States  into  districts  and  surreys,  appointment  irf 
inspectors,  and  compensations  to  gOiceTS,  pttrsn^it 
to  the  law,  laying  duties  on  distilled  spirits,  Ae> 
Also,  a  copy  of  the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury 
of  the  federal  court  for  the  district  of  Sontfa  Oft- 
ndina,  in  which  the  causes  are 
vented  the  completion  of  the  ceni 
within  the  time  limited  by  law. 

These  jnpers  being  read,  the  motion  of  Jfy. 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  for  allowing  fbrtber 
lime  to  complete  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  South  Carolina,  was  taken  into  conadem- 
tion,  and  agreed  to;  and  Messrs.  SMrra,  Bonnv- 
NOT,  and  Vbnable,  appointed  to  report  a  bill  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  McBLEif  BEROj  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  report  such  Btandmg  Rules  and  Orders  aa  may 
be  proper  to  be  observml  by  the  House,  brou^  in 
a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  tattle. 

Mr.  Bourne,  <^  Rhode  Island,  movedthe  tOi' 
lowing  resolution : 

"  That  the  Secnitaiv  of  the  Treasury  be  diroct- 
sd  to  Is^  before  the  Hou««,  the  siooiaiit  of  ths 
BUbacriptioni  lo  the  public  lo«n,  nuula  pursuant  to  the 
act  making  proiisioti  for  the  public  debt,  u  weD  in  tlie 
evidences  or  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States  aa 
thoK  of  the  debts  of  the  respective  StUet ;  the  unount 
that  remains  uniubsciibedi  also,  such  toeasnies  is  he 
maj  think  expedient  to  be  adopted  to  complete  As  ob- 
ject of  the  law." 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  PREBIDENT'S  BPBECH. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  President's  Speech.  The  Speech  b»- 
ing  reed  by  the  Clerk — 

Mr.  Sbdbwiok  said  jhat  the  lait  setaion  of  Con- 
gress, the  House  of  Representatives,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  committed  to  which  almost  every 
obiect  of  discuwion  in  the  PreaideBt's  Speech  was 
referred,  so  far  monopolized  the  pubUe  boshiMs, 
that  during  great  part  of  the  session,  the  Beiiate 
had  very  little  to  attend  to.  He  tfaonght  it  of  im- 
portuice  that  a  similar  interference  should  be 
avoided  the  present  session.  He  then  recapits- 
lated  the  principal  objects  recommended  to  the 
attention  of  Congress  in  the  Speech ;  and  informed 
the  House  it  had  been  intimated  to  him  that  tha 
Senate  proposed  to  take  into  consideTation  the 
subjects  of  toe  Mint,  Weights  and  Measures,  Con- 
suls, election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  and 
the  estaUiidiment  of  Land  Offices.  The  Houac, 
therefore,  if  they  thought  proper,  might  avoid  a 
primary  disciissUHi  of  Uieee  subjects,  and  employ 
their  ddiberatioBs  on  odier  important  parts  of  the 
Speech.  Some  of  these  the  House  had  already 
provided  for,  by  the  appointment  of  committaea, 
oAers  remataed  to  be  attended  to;  among  these, 
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the  reference  in  the  Speech  Id  the  excite  law,  he 
thought  of  very  maten&l  consequence,  and  accord- 
ingiy  moved  that  a  coidmiltee  snould  te  appointed 
to  take  into  conaideralion  ihal  part  of  the  Presi- 
desl'a  Speech  which  relates  to  the  carrying  that 
law  into  execution,  and  to  report  such  circi'~ 
stances  in  the  law,  as  may,  with  CDnsistency, 
so  altered  as  to  remove  any  well-intentioned  oh- 
jections  against  it;  abo  to  ascertain  and  report 
whether  there  exists  a  due  proportion  between 
the  duties  on  foreign  spirits  and  tnoae  of  domtuitic 
manufacture. 

Mr.  BouoiHOT  observed,  that  it  struck  him  as 
an  impropriety  for  the  House  to  receive  any  io- 
formalion  from  the  Senate,  except  through  an 
appointed  medium;  this  informal  mode,  if  it  wa: 
aUowed,  would  be  a  bad  precedent,  and  productive 
of  great  embarrBsinient;  the  difficulty  which  has 
beeo  mentioned  might  be  avoided  by  ihe  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee — which  he  thought  to 
be  the  most  eligible  mode. 

Mr.  SEoawicK  replied,  that  he  meant  only  to 
convev  to  the  House  the  information  he  had  re- 
ceirea,  which  be  supposed  was  of  importance 
he  had  no  intention  of  establishing  a  precedent. 

Mr.  LAtin&NCE  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
Speech;-which  being  read,  committees  were  a 
pointed  ou  the  several  articles,  as  before  slated. 

Mr.  Sedgwick's  motion  occasioned  considerable 

Mr.  Steele  moved  an  amendment,  by  inserting 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  In  lieu  of  a  com- 
mittee. This  officer,  he  observed,  was  more  com- 
petent than  any  other  person  to  give  information 
on  the  subject,  as  he  had  paid  the  most  minute 
attention  to  the  operation  of  the  law.  Prejudices, 
he  said,  were  entertained  against  the  Secretary, 
on  account  of  his  having  originally  drafted  the 
law;  these  prejudices  he  wished  to  be  removed, 
as  he  was  well  satisfied  that  it  was  the  wish  of 
the  House,  as  well  as  of  the  Secretary,  that  every 
reasonable  objection  against  the  law  should  be 
removed. 

The  motion  for  a  reference  to  the  Secretary 
was  supported  by  Mr.  White,  Mr.  LaoRANCG, 
Mr.  Gebrt,  Mr.  Smith,  (S.  C.,)  Mr.  Ames,  and 
Mr.  WiLLiiiisOM. 

Mr.  Sedowics  contended  for  a  committee.  He 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Vinimo,  Mr.  Parkbh,  Mr. 
BoDDinoT,  and  Mr.  Gooobde.  On  ibis  side  of 
the  question  it  was  tirged,  that  there  was  a  mani- 
fest impropriety  and  want  of  respect  in  referring 
any  part  of  the  President's  Speech,  or  a  law  of 
the  Union,  to  the  Head  of  any  particular  Deparl- 
ment;  that  the  information  to  be  derived  from  the 
Secretary  would  of  course  be  received  by  a  com- 
mittee, and  by  them  be  communicated  to  the 
House.  The  present  subject  involved  considera- 
tions that  should  arrest  the  particular  attention  of 
the  Legislature,  as  they  only  were  competent  to 
decide  upon  them.  The  motion  has  reference  to 
the  rate  of  duties,  and  the  House  was  certainly 
the  most  competent  to  judge  of  and  estimate  the 

After  some  further  debate,  Mr.  Sedowick  with- 
drew bis  proposition;  and  a  motion  by  Mr.  Ahxs, 


for  a  reference  to  the  Bactetary  of  the  Treasury 
for  information  respecting  any  difficulties  in  th« 
execution  of  the  law,  was  weed  to. 

The  business  of  offices  ior  the  sale  of  vacknt 
laods  within  the  territory  of  the  United  StaKa, 
being  considered  as  particularly  connected  with 
revenue,  a  committee  of  the  House  was  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  or  bills  on  thai  subject. 

Wednebdiy,  November  8. 
A  petition  of  John  Torrey,  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  was  presented   to  thfe 
House  and  read,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  a  sum 
of  money  which  he  has  Been  compelled  to  pay  for 


Treasury. 

Mr.  Giles  called  up  a  memorial  from  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Virginia  line,  and  other  papers  relative 
thereto,  which  were  communicated  by  the  Presi- 
dent, to  the  late  Congress,  but  sot  acted  upon. 
The  papers  being  read,  he  laid  on  the  table  the 
following  resolution; 

"  That  60  much  of  the  Meuage  and  Conmtunieatiima 
from  dtaPrendeaCoflhe  United  States  to  both  HouiM, 
on  th«  ITth  of  Juiuuj  iMt,  u  relate*  to  the  boun^ 
lands  granted  to  the  officers  and  saldien  of  the  Virginia 
line  on  the  Continental  eitablishment,  be  refariBd  to  a 
■elect  commtttee,  to  examine  the  matter  thereof  and 
report  the  same,  ividi  their  opinion   thereon,  to  die 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dayton,  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  House  whether  anv  and  what  alter- 
ations in  favor  of  the  spirits  waich  shall  be  dia- 
tilled  from  articles  of  the  growth  or  produce  of 
the  United  States,  or  from  foreign  articles  within 
the  same,  can,  in  his  opinion,  be  made  in  the  ex- 
cise law,  consistently  with  its  main  design,  and 
with  the  maintenance  of  the  public  faith. 

Mr.  Giles  laid  on  the  table  a  motion,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War  should  he 
instructed  to  lay  belore  the  House  an  accurate 
statement  of  all  balances  of  pay  which  appear,  by 
the  books  of  his  office,  to  be  due  to  the  omcersand 
soldiers  of  the  bte  army  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  which  either  remain  unclaimed,  or  have  been 
claimed  but  not  paid;  together  with  the  reasons 
for  withholding  payment  fVom  those  who  may 
have  respectivdy  entered  their  claims  therefor. 

Mr.  ViNiNO  laid  on  the  table  a  motion  for  the 
apDointment  of  a  committee,  to  report  a  bill  or 
bills,  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  DavTOH  laid  on  the  table  a  motion,  that 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  seltling  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  Stales  and  individual 
States,  be  directed  to  report  to  the  House  what 
progress  they  have  made  in  such  settlement;  and 
their  opinion  as  to  the  prospect  which  the  present 
state  of  the  business  aSords  of  its  speedy  and  final 

Mr.  Ggrrv,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  Sheriff  of  Sufiblk 
county,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  r«- 
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port,  tending  to  grant  to  &11  persons  confined  in 
any  State,  under  the  authority  of  the  .United 
States,  the  same  priTileges  and  immoutiei  to 
which  they  wouid  be  entitled  if  confined  under 
the  anthority  of  the  State.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

THE  CENBUB. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr,  Muhlenbero  in  the  chair,  and 
took  up  the  bill  for  the  enumeration  of  thu  inhabi- 
tanta  of  the  district  of  South  Carolina. 

Some  gentlemen  having  eipressed  their  appie- 
bensions  that,  by  the  words  of  the  bill,  the  Mar- 
shal of  the  district  of  South  Carolina  might  be 
empowered  to  make  a  new  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants,  which  was  contrary  to  the  sense  of 
die  Mouse,  and  would  give  that  St&te  an  undue 
advantage  over  the  other  States,  an  amendment 
was  moved  and  adopted  by  the  committee,  in  the 
ibllowinK  words:  "ProTided,  that  in  the  said  re- 
turn" [qr  '^  ettumeraiion  of  the  inhabitanU  of  the 
dittrict  of  South  Carolina]  "such  persons  only 
■hall  be  included  as  were  innabilants  of  the  Slate 
at  the  time  prescribed  for  taking  the  census,"  dtc. 

Another  amendment  being  also  proposed  and 
adopted,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  ax  amended. 

The  House  then  proceeding  to  consider  the 
amendments  of  the  committee,  some  remarks 
were  made,  to  show  that  the  one  above  quoted 
might  tend  to  violate  the  return,  and  was  more- 
over an  unnecessary  precaution,  as  the  proposition 
was  not  for  making  the  enumeration  of  the  whole 
State,  but  of  giving  in  the  return  of  the  enumera- 
tion already  made,  and  completing  the  census,  by 
the  addition  of  a  very  small  district,  that  was  not 
yet  included  in  the  general  return.  The  amend' 
ment  was  therefore  rejected  by  the  House,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engnuBed. 

TBtrBSDAy,  November  3. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  Ricbard  Bi^nd 
Lbi  and  JoHNPAaB,m)mVii^nia,  appeared,  pro- 
duced their  credentials,  and  look  their  seats  in  lh« 
Houae. 

An  engrossed  bill  granting  further  time  for  mak- 
ag  RetHrnofthe  Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  District  of  Sooth  Carolina  was  read  the 
third  lime  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  and 
Communication  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  to  both  Houses,  on  the  seventeenth  of  Jan- 
nary  last,  as  relates  to  the  bounty  lands  granted  to 
^  late  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ijnia,  together  with  all  previous  proceedings  of 
Congress,  or  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  all  papers  relative  thereto,  be  referred 
to  the  coDsideralion  of  Mr.  Giles,  Mr,  Clark  ""^ 
Mr.  Livrrmore,  with  insinictions  to  eiamini 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  acommitiee  be  appointed  topre- 
f*n  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills,  directing  the  nmde 
^  which  the  evidences  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
Siuea  which  have  been  loei  or  destroyed  shall  be 


renewed ;  and  tfmt  Hr.  Srimwick,  Mr.  OiLfia,  and 
Mr.  Datton  be  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Attorney  Oeiw- 
ral,  concerning  such  matters  relative  to  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  as  require  to  be  remedied,  together 
with  certain  propositions  of  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  were  of- 
fered on  the  third  of  March  last,  and  deferred  for 
consideration  to  the  present  session,  be  coramitted 

a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

THE  CENSUS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Schedule  of  the 
Iteration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Ladrancb  was  again  read, 

z:  "  That  until  the  next  enumeration  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States,  there  shall  be  one 
Representative  lor  every  thirty  thousand  persons." 

Mr.  Seoowick  moved  to  insert  the  word/our, 
between  "thirty" and  "thousand." 

Mr.  Davton  moved  to  strike  out  thirty,  before 
"  thousand,"  and  leave  the  blank  to  be  filled  up. 

Mr.  LitVERMoRB  moved  to  insert  forty  thouaand. 

Mr.  Clark  observed,  that  it  was  well  known 
that  great  uneasiness  prevailed  among  the  people 
in  various  parts  of  the  Union,  on  account  of  the 
salaries  and  compensations  to  the  officers  of  Go- 
vernment. The  expense  of  supporting  the  Govern- 
ment was  increasing,  and  it  must  therefore  be 
contrary  to  the  general  wishes  of  the  people  to 
enlarge  the  representation,  which  would  add  to 
the  public  burden,  without  being  productive  of 
any  advantage.  He  was  in  fovor,  therefore,  of 
slnkingout  ^thirty,"  and  inserting/orty. 

Mr.  Williamson,  after  a  few  preliminary  re- 
marks on  the  several  calculations  that  difierent 
members  had  made,  and  applying  the  various 
results  to  the  population  of  the  small  States  in 
particnlar,  observed,  thai  such  a  ratio  should  be 
adopted  as  would  leave  the  fewest  fractious,  and 
at  tne  same  time  do  as  much  justice  as  possible  to 
those  States.  With  respect  to  the  general  ques- 
tion, be  thought  the  peo^e  were  divided  in  opin- 
ion i  some  were  in  favor  of  a  large  representa- 
tion, others  were  opposed  to  a  great  addition  to 
the  presenl  number.  The  expense  of  supporting 
the  Goverument  is  great;  the  people  realize  that 
in  the  nature  of  things  it  must  increase;  this  con- 
sideration should  lead  to  adopt  a  medium,  and  if 
possible  to  fix  on  a  ratio  that  might  give  general 
satisfaction.  At  alt  events  he  wished  that  Con- 
gress would  reserve  to  itself  the  power  of  increas- 
ing the  number  of  Representatives,  in  case  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  should  be  in  favor  of  the 
measure.  He  observed  that  the  lowest  number  of 
constituents  which  had  been  mentioned  was  thirty 
thousand,  and  the  highest  forty;  if  gentlemen 
could  not  agree  in  either,  he  hoped  they  would 
adopt  the  medium. 

Mr.  LAnRANCE  objected  to  striking  out  thirty. 
This  subject,  said  he,  has  been  canvassed  through- 
out America;  innumerable  are  the  pamphlet  and 
newspaper  publications  which  have  appeared  in 
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«U  puts  of  llu  United  BtatM.  The  smallBesa  of 
the  representation  was  early  objected  ta;  and  it 
WW  verp  generally  expected,  that  when  the amead- 
BMBta  to  the  Coaadtution  lodi  p^ce,  that  one 
Represenlatire  to  ereiy  thirty  thousand  persons 
would  be  the  eetafalished  ratio.  The  majority  of 
the  publications  on  this  subject — the  rarioua 
amendmeQis  proposed  by.  the  States,  all  plainly 
doelaire  that  the  sense  of  the  people  is  in  wvor  of 
Me  for  every  thirty  thoUMud.  And  what  are  the 
objections?  It  is  said  that  the  public  business 
wUt  be  impeded  by  a  Urge  number  of  members  in 
the  House,  and  that  the  expense  will  increase  the 
public  burdens  of  the  people.  With  respect  to  the 
first  objection,  it  seems  to  be  a  general  idea  of 
gentlemen,  thatabout  one  hundred  members  would 
Be  the  most  eligible  number;  the  proposed  ratio 
wilt  give  about  one  hundred  and  twelve;  an  addi- 
tion at  ten  or  twelve  cannot  embarrass  the  public 
business.  The  objection  on  account  of  an  increase 
^theexpen9e,hedid  not  consider  as  well  founded. 
The  increase  of  the  representation  will  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  the  people  who  pay  for 
the  support  of  the  Government.  The  objection 
he  couldnot  consider,  therefore,  of  sufficient  weight 
10  deter  Congress  from  establishing  such  a  ratio 
as  would  ^ive  a  representation  fully  competent  to 
doing  full  justice  to  every  part  of  the  Union.  The 
Government  is  a  Government  by  representation, 
and  it  is  of  the  last  importance  that  the  confidence 
of  the  people  should  be  inspired  by  feeling  that 
their  interests  are  fVilly  represented. 

Mr.  L.  observed,  that  increasing  the  ratio  would 
undoubtedly  excite  uneasiness  and  complaint  in 
some  of  the  States,  by  diminishing  their  present 
representation.  He  concluded  by  saying  that  the 
few  remarks  he  had  made  were  crude  and  undi- 

Ksted.  Not  expecting  the  subject  to  be  biotight 
Trard  this  day,  he  had  not  revolved  it  sufficiently 
in  his  mind.  He  hoped,  however,  that  what  had 
been  said  would  prevent  a  sudden  decision  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  that  the  committee  should 
rise,  report,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  The  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

Friday,  November  4. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Eobebt  BenboN,  firom 
New  York,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
ftom  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  his  re- 
ports Ml  the  several  petitions  of  John  Younelove, 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Albany 
and  Washington,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
of  John  Torrey,  administrator,  Ac,  of  the  late 
Major  Joseph  Torrey ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

IMPRISOKMENT  FOB  DEBT. 

The  re(K>rts  of  committees  on  the  mem<»ialB 
of  F.  andJ.ChoatjSusaimah  Fowle,aiiddke  She- 
riff of  Suffolk  county,  in  the  State  of  lilassachu- 
setts,  being  called  up, 

Mr.  Sedowick  moved,  that  tbc  House  should 
uoept  the  comotittee'i  report  on  the  toal  nwa- 


tioned  memorial,  vtz:  that  a  eemmittee  wosld  ba 
appoitKed  to  briiw  in  a  tnlt  allowing  to  priKincr^ 
confined  in  any  State  under  the  attthonty  of  tba 
United  Stale^  the  same  privileges  and  immnsf- 
ties  as  are  enjoyed  by  persons  conined  luader  th« 
authority  of  ibe  State. 

Mr.  LivERMORBdcsbtod  whether  the  Hotiselmd 
a  right  to  accept  the  report.  Certain  indulgences, 
be  observed,  are  allowed  to  prisoners  in  soma 
States,  whict)  are  not  granted  in  others;  and  he 
would  ask,  whether  the  House  could  establish  any 
uniform  rule  for  such  cases  throughout  the  United 
States?  If  the  indulgence  was  only  granted  in 
conformity  to  the  State  laws,  it  would  not  be  ani- 
form.  He  wished,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  that 
in  everv  State  there  were  laws  equally  indulg;eat 
to  confined  debtors;  and,  were  this  Ine  case,  hs 
would  cheerfully  concur  in  accepting  the  reporL 
But,  since  the  case  was  otherwise,  and  that  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  measure  would  establisk 
a  system  not  uniform,  he  wished  that  the  report 
should  be  referred  to  the  committee,  that  was  pro> 
posed  to  be  appointed,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
establishment  of  an  uniform  system  of  Bankrupt 
laws  throughout  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Sedowick,  after  several  remarks  in  subpart 
of  his  motion,  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope, 
that  the  House  possessed  sufficient  authoritv  to 
make  such  provisions  in  favor  of  unfortunate  uebtr 
ors  as  humanity  itself  dictated.  He  did  not  recol- 
lect to  have  ever  heard  so  trtany  disagreeable  ob- 
servations made  on  any  subject,  as  on  the  c<H>Gne- 
ment  of  prisoners  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  more  rigorous  than  could  be 
the  case  under  the  laws  of  the  State  which  he  re- 
presented. 

Mr.  White  was  against  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  on  this  particular  case,  as  it  was  one  of 
many  that  would^  of  course,  occur  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  Judiciary  system.  He  wished  the  c^ae 
in  question  should  ne  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  yesterday,  on  the  Report  of  the  Attor- 
ney General;  and  tnat  every  iucMivenienee  (hat 
might  be  foreseen  in  the  Judiciary  syateoi  ihovM) 
as  far  as  possible,  be  remedied. 

Mr.  Sedowick  having  consented  to  withdraw 
his  motion  in  favor  of  Mr.  WaiTE'a  noponi, 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  GomooiiMe  of 
the  Whole  Houae  on  the  tevieiMi  of  the  JcdieiarT 
system. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  petitioD  of  Su- 
sannah Fowle,  and  the  committee's  report  there- 
on, was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ok 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  report  of  the  committee  oa  the  petitioa 
of  F.  and  I.  Choat,  that  the  prayer  of  tbe  aaid 
petition  cannot  be  granted,  was  accepted  by  the 

Mr.  FiTZBiMona  moved  for  the  appmntment  of 
a  committee  to  brins  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  pi- 
lots, and  to  provide  for  the  superintendenee  of  uie 
light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  puUic  pten  of 
the  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  proposition  beiiw  made  (o  extend  the  effeete 
of  the  bill  in  contem^tion,  lo  the  United  £ 
in  general,  it  was,  alter  so 
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the  census)  until  some  <lay  nezt  week,  when  « 
AiUer  HoQM  mixht  be  expected.  It  was  accord- 
ii^  postponed  till  Thursday  nest. 

MoND&T,  November  7. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  From  Peiia- 
nrlTBoia,  William  Findi^t  ;  from  North  Caro' 
^a,JouN  Baptist  Ashe;  and  from  GeorKia, 
Abbahass  BALnwiH;  appeared,  produced  their 
credentials,  and  took  theu  seats  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secietaiy  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  of  certain  estimates  of  sums  neces- 
sary to  be  appropriated  for  various  objects  therein 
speciGed,  including  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousaad  seven  hundred  and  ninetv-two)  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Lad- 
EANOB,  Mr.  Balbwtk,  and  Mr.  Abhb,  with  instrac- 
tions  to  prepare  end  bring  in  a  biU  or  biib  pnnn- 
uit  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "  An 
Oct  grantingfurther  tiraefor  raakingretaniof  the 
enntneration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of 
South  Carolina,"  with  several  amendments,  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
■mendments;  and  the  same  being  rettd,  were 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  reduction 
of  the  public  debt,"  stating  the  amount  of  the  pnr- 
xhases  which  have  been  made  of  the  public  debt, 
in  pursuance  of  the  powers  vested  in  tnem  bf  the 
said  act ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

CASE  OF  JOHN  TORHET. 

The  Report  oftheSecretaryofWai  cm  the  pe- 
tition of  Jonn  Torrey  was  token  into  consideradoB. 
Thh  report  was  against  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion :  as  the  late  Major  Torrey  died  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  war,  and,  leaving  no  widow  or  or- 
phans, his  heirs  are  not  eniitTed  by  any  law  to 
emnmutation  or  half-pay. 

Mr.  Ahbs  observeo,  ti 
with  the  officers  of  the  army  that 
tinned  in  the  service  to  the  end  of  the  war  should 
be  allowEd  half-payfor  life,orcoinmiitation.  The 
^piestion,  then,  was,  whether  Major  Torrey  had 
nerformed  his  port  of  the  contract  1  In  his  opin- 
m  he  had ;  for,  though  the  army  was  continued 
in  pav  till  November,  yet  it  is  well  known  that 
koMilitiet  had  ceased  Before  the  period  at  iriiich 
Major  Torrey  died.  Mr.  A.  further  observed  that 
diis  was  a  case  rat  generU  ;  that  the  application 
Was  founded  b  the  strictest  justice ;  and.  were  he 
to  determine  it  in  a  judicial  capacity,  be  should 
be  as  clear  to  decide  it  in  favor  of  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  as  he  should  in  the  ease  of  a  simple 
note  of  haBd.    He  added  seveiol  other  renarkB, 


and  concluded  by  a  motion  that  the  peiiiioii,  to- 
gether with  the  report  thereon,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  in  order  that  th^  principle  for 
which  be  eootended  might  be  fully  discussed  ■■ 
the  House. 

Mr.  Whitb  opposed  the  motion  for  a  reference 
to  a  select  committee.  He  mend<med  several  dif^ 
ficulties  which  must  occur  in  the  course  of  the 
discussioiL  on  ae«otmi  of  post  decisions  of  Con- 
gress. The  petition  (said  he)  appears  to  create  a 
debt  which  is  not  cognizable  by  Congress,  as  it 
did  not  exist  agreeably  to  the  act  of  limitation  at 
the  lime  of  adopting  the  new  Constitution.  He 
should  rather  be  in  lavor  of  a  reference  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  Ames  observed,  that  he  cousideied  the  ap- 
plication in  a  quite  different  light  from  the  genlle- 


i  last 


,  _.  __  —  _  petition  for  a  grant 
from  Government ;  hut  for  the  settlement  ofa  just 
account  and  payment  of  a  just  debt,  which  r^y 
existed  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  present 
Government. 

Mr.  BouninOT  observed,  that  all  the  difficulty 
in  the  case  appears  to  arise  from  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  time  when  (he  war  ceased.  This, 
he  conceivedj  might  easily  hk  determined  by  die 
period  to  which  the  army  of  the  United  States 
had  been  paid  and  discharged. 

Mr.  Glakk  was  against  a  reference  to  a  Com- 

—  "----  of  the  Whole.    He  saw  no  difficulty  in  de- 

'""  '"le  business;  but.  if  we  go  '  " 

e  Whole,  it  will  appear  ai 

— '"-  -Its.    This  has  be    .   _ _  _ 

believed,  if  the  door  was  once 
opened,  we  should  soon  find  a  great  many  like  it. 
He  wished  rather  that  the  business  should  rest 
where  it  was. 

Mr.  WiLLFAMsON  said  he  was  equally  opposed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. He  was  in  favor  of  proceeding  in  the 
usual  way,  and  coming  to  a  vote  upon  the  repprt. 
Congress  promised  that  the  vridows  and  organs 
of  those  officers  who  died  io  the  service  of  the 
country  should  be  entitled  to  half-pay  for  life.  In 
the  present  case  it  happens  that  there  are  neithor 
wido#s  nor  orphans,  but  some  more  distant  rek- 
tions  who  want  it.  He  enlarged  on  the  concision 
which  would  be  consequent  on  establishing  a  pre- 
cedent like  that  proposed,  and  concluded  by  say- 
inf  that  he  had  heard  nothing  sufficient  to  indsea 
a  deviation  from  the  line  already  prescribed. 

Mr.  Page  was  io  favor  of  a  reference  to  a  Com- 

ittee  of  the  Whole ;  for  thou^  he  had  a  high 
respect  for  the  opinion  of  &e  c^cer  who  had  ma3« 
the  report,  yet,  if  an  individual  memher  of  the 
Honse  should  at  any  time  express  a  wish  to  have 
a  report  fromT  the  Head  of  any  Department  what- 
ever discussed  in  the  Committee,  he  should  be  in 
iitvor  of  his  being  gratified. 

The  motion  for  a  select  committee  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Ahbs  then  moved  that  the  report  shonU 
be  rejected. 

This  motion  was  followed  by  one  for  a  refet- 
enoe  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  bv  Mr.  Waim- 
who  observed,  that  be  coasidered  the  a^ 
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idication  as  involTing  this  queation :  Whether  the 
beirs  or  representatives  of  every  officer  who  died 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at  any  period 
of  the  war,  ehould  not  be  entitled  to  commutation 
or  half-pay  for  life  1 

The  question  for  a  reference  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  to  be 
taken  up  to-morrow. 

JOHN  YOUNGLOVE. 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Younglove,  and  a  counter-petition 
thereto  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Stale  of 
New  York,  was  next  taken  into  consideration. 
The  counter-petition  contained  sundry  charges  of 
unfair  conduct  in  procuring  the  pension  granted 
to  Mr.  Younglove.  The  report  exculpates  the  pe- 
titioner from  any  imputation  of  deception  in  re- 
spect to  thp  means  employed  in  obtaining  the  pen- 
sion, and  assigns  the  reasons  on  which  it  was 
granted  by  Congress,  and  concludes  by  stating  this 
inquiry :  Whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  repeal 
that  part  of  the  law  which  assigns  a  pension  to  the 
petitioner,  agreeably  to  the  prayer  of  the  counter- 


"  Raoliied,  That  it  would  b«  inexpedient  to  repeal  that 

Tt  of  the  law  on  vhich  the  pennon  lo  John  Young- 
i*  bunded." 

Some  discussion  of  the  subject  look  place  in 
consequence  of  this  motion,  which  was  eventually 
superseded  by  a  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Benson, 
lo  this  effeel :  That  the  prayer  of  the  netition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  in  the  State  of  New  York,  that 
so  much  ofa  taw  of  the  United  States  as  grants  a 
pension  to  Jolin  Younglove  may  be  repealed,  can- 
not be  granted. 

This  motion  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject  postponed. 
J08BPH  TUCKER. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Thatcher,  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  made  to  the  first  Congress,  on 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Tucker  and  others,  praying 
compensation  as  agents  lo  certain  regiments,  last 
war,  was  taken  into  consideration.  This  report 
was  against  the  petition.    The  same  being  read, 

Mr.  Thatcher  moved  that  the  report  be  re- 
jected by  the  House,  and  thai  there  be  allowed  to 
the  said  Joseph  Tucker  and  others  the  snm  of  one 
per  cent,  on  tlie  amount  received  and  paid  by  them 
respectively,  including  the  sums  granted  by  the 
State  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  BouniNOT  objected  to  this  motion.  Me 
thought  the  proper  question  before  the  House  was, 
Whether  the  report  of  the  Secretary  should  be 
agreed  to  or  not  1  The  motion  involved  a  partial 
decision  on  a  case  which  was  by  no'means  singu- 
lar, as  similar  applications  bad  been  made  to  Con- 
gress. He  moved  that  the  report  should  be  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  inquired  whe- 
ther the  amount  of  the  sums  received  by  those 
agents  from  the  public  had  been  all  paid  over  by 
them  to  the  uses  for  which  they  were  received  ; 
and  what  was  the  actual  amount  of  their  conuuis- 
sioot  on  the  sums  paid  1 


The  amount  of  the  sums  received  was  only  men- 
tioned in  the  Secrelary'y  report 

Mr.  Sedowick  observed,  that  the  accounts  of 
the  petitioners,  it  appears,  have  be^n  settled  by 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  j  and,  should  the 
motion  be  agreed  to,  it  would  lead  to  a  revision  of 
all  the  accounts  which  had  been  settled  at  that 
period  on  similar  principles. 

Mr.  Thatcher,  in  reply,  said  that  his  colleague 
was  mistaken  in  respect  to  the  accounts  being  set- 
tled, as  some  of  the  parties  had  informed  him  that 
they  never  ac<]uiesced  in  such  settlement,  and 
would  not  receive  the  certificate  tenderpd  them  as 
compensation  for  their  services,  as  its  intrinsic 
value  was  mucb  less  than  their  just  demand. 

The  motion  for  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  being  put,  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative;  and  Mr.  Thatcher's  motion  was  su- 
perceded of  course. 

TvESOAY,  November  8. 

Another  member,  (o  wit :  Akdrgw  Greoo,  from 
Pennsylvania,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

JOHN  TORREY. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secret^vy 
of  War  on  the  petition  of  John  Torrey.  adminis- 
trator of  Major  Joseph  Totrey,  deceased. 

Mr.  Ames  objected  to  the  motion  for  acceptii^ 
tbe  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  He  said,  it 
must  be  apparent  that  he  was  placed  by  accident 
in  a  relation  to  the  subject  in  debate,  which  he 
should  not  have  adopted  of  choice.  With  very 
little  knowledge  of  the  parties  and  their  ci 


nd  the  interests  that  would  be  involved  I: 


ing  sponsor  for  the  petitioner.  He  might  justify 
this  active  support  of  the  petition,  by  assigning 
motives  which  were  common  to  other  gentlemen ; 
but  as  they  have  continued  silent,  I  will  assign  a 
reason  for  speaking,  which  is  peculiar  to  myself. 
Nothing  excites  a  person  to  a  more  fervid  defence 
of  his  opinions,  than  the  supposed  discovery  that 
they  are  misunderstood,  and  the  force  of  the  rea- 
sons on  which  he  had  formed  them,  unduly  esti- 

Congress  promised  half-pay  to  the  officers  who 
should  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  tear— 
This  was  afterwards  made  a  come  ' 

half-pay.    Major  Torrey  continued  ii 


The  provisional  articles  of  peace  were  signed  oa 
the  30th  November,  IIBZ;  but  they  were  to  re- 
main without  force  till  terms  of  peace  should  be 
agreed  upon  between  Great  Britain  and  France. 
This  took  place  on  the  30th  January,  1783,  and 
the  ratifications  were  ezchaoged  on  the  3d  Febru- 
ary, 1783,  at  Paris.  The  provisional  treaty  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America  was  then  a 
treaty  of  peace,  and  according  to  the  words  of  that 
treatv  was  concluded.  Accordingly,  on  the  lllh 
April,  1783,  Congress  by  a  proclamation  made 
known  ihoee  facts,  and  the  sUpulalioas  m&de,  ia 
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regard  to  the  periods  wben  hostilities  should  cease, 
by  the  coDtracting  panics  to  the  treaty.  Hosti- 
lities did  cease,  and  hefore  the  end  of  April,  1783, 
all  America  was  ia  perfect  peace.  The  late  hos- 
tite  nations  shook  hands,  our  vessels  sailed  in  safe- 
ty, and  by  sea  and  land  reconciliation  succeeded 
to  hostility. 

But  did  all  this  put  an  end  to  the  war?  The 
children  in  the  street  would  ansirer  thisquestion  r 
They  would  say,  it  is  peace  when  it  is  not  war. 
Of  all  facts,  the  most  notorious  seems  to  be  the 
state  of  war ;  and  it  is  the  fact  that  the  war  was  at 
an  end,  (and  not  any  after  resolve  of  Congress)  that 
the  commutatioQ  of  Major  Torrey  was  made  to 
hinge  upon.  When  the  meaning  of  a  bargain  is 
disputed,  it  is  usual  to  search  out  the  intention  of 
the  contracting  parties  when  it  was  made.  Sup- 
posing, instead  of  interpreting  a  resolve  of  Con- 
gress, any  twelve  of  this  body  had  to  try  a  case 
between  two  private  persona;  suppose  that  a  man 
had  given  his  note  of  hand  for  a  sum  to  be  paid 
at  the  end  of  the  war.  Would  twelve  of  this 
House,  or  would  any  jury  in  the  country  say  that 
tiie  war  continued  longer  than  hostilities  ?  In  pri- 
Tate  tife,aman  would  think  it  touched  hischaracter 
torefusepayinehisnoieinsuchcase.  Surely  a  Go- 
vernment ought  to  perform  its  promise  with  as 
much  delicacy  andexactness.  Coi^essdidoolpro- 
mise  the  half-pay,  and  afterward  the  commutation 
on  the  condition  that  a  man  should  serve  till  thev 
should  think  proper  to  say  the  war  was  at  an  end. 
He  depended  on  the  stubborn /act  that  it  did  end, 
which  no  resolution  of  Congress  could  change; 
and  not  on  the  refining  opinion  when  the  officers 
might  safely  be  discharged — for  that  we  see  might 
be  differently  formed,  according  lo  the  different 
views  of  policy  and  sEifely  at  the  time.  An  officer 
having  this  promise  of  Congress,  has  a  right  to 
this  commutation  on  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  in 
pursuance  of  the  treaty.  If  this  is  disputed,  the 
meaning  of  the  words  "the  end  of  the  war," 
should  he  decided  as  it  was  understood  at  the  time 
of  the  promise.  Will  any  one  believe  that  the  3d 
November  17S3,  was  the  term,  after  the  state  of 
war  and  all  the  treaties  which  put  an  end  to  it, 
had  been  long  passed  7  If  any  doubt  still  remains, 
writers  on  the  law  of  nations  shonld  be  consulted. 
For  the  officer  may  justly  claim  an  execution  of 
the  promise  according  to  law;  that  is  the  umpire 
between  Government  and  the  people.  On  appeal- 
ing to  the  law  of  nations,  we  nnd  that  war  is  de- 
fined to  be  "  the  slate  in  which  a  nation  prosecutes 
its  right  by  force."  "Peace  is  opposed  in  the  state 
of  war — an  accommodation  is  proposed  and  con- 
ditions agreed  on,  and  thus  peace  puts  an  end  to 
war."  "When  the  Powers  at  war  agree  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  the  agreement  is  the  treaty  of 
peace."  "  The  general  and  necessary  effects  of 
peace,  are  the  reconciliation  of  enemies  and  the 
cessation  of  hostilities ;  it  restores  the  two  nations 
to  their  natural  state."  ,  Would  any  jury  in  this 
country  say,  that  the  matter  of  fhct  and  ibe  prin- 
ciples of  law  were  not  in  favor  of  the  petilton? 
Apply  these  maxims  of  taw  to  the  case.  The  pro- 
visignal  articles  of  November,  1782,  were  of  them- 
selves nothing,  it  b  Irne,  but  they  were  to  consti- 


tute the  treaty  of  peace,  whenever  Great  Britkin 
and  France  oad  agreed  on  the  terms  of  peace. 
As  these  two  Powers  did  agree  on  the  30th  Janu- 
ary, and  ratified  the  terms  on  the  3d  February, 
1783.  ift«n  the  provisional  articles,  to  use  the  very 
words  of  the  preamble,  did  cotutitule  the  treaiy  ^ 
peace;  it  was  then  a.  concluded  thing;  and  peace 
in  fact  took  place  in  the  several  parts  of  the  world 
on  the  appomted  days. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  preliminaries  were 
no  more  than  a  suspension  of  arms — that  the  state 
of  war  still  continued,  until  a  <le;{nttttie  treaty.  To 
this  it  is  answered,  that  preliminaries  bind  the 
national  faith,  if  violated,  the  perjured  Pithless 
nation  would  kindle  a  new  war.  By  the  law  of 
nations  there  is  not  such  a  distinction  as  that 


tinction  be  produced  by  those  who  make  it.  But 
they  do  not  exist — a  truce  does  not  put  an  end  to 
a  war — a  truce  is,  however,  a  suspension  aCwBr 
for  a  specified  term.  At  the  end  of  this  term,  the 
war  begins  again,  of  course,  without  any  fresh 
declaration.  But  a  suspension  of  hostilities  for  an 
indefinite  period,  is  not  a  truce,  but  a  peace ;  espe- 
cially if  it  is  added,  that  it  is  agreed  upon  by  the 
belligerent  nations  in  consequence  of  a  settlement 
of  iheir  disputes,  and  if  it  happens  in  fact  that  the 
war  is  not  revived.  Those  who  make  so  much  of 
a  definitive  treaty,  and  so  light  of  preliminaries, 
should  consider  that,  on  their  own  system,  the  for- 
mer ia  a  kind  of  defeasance  which  annuls  the  lat- 
ter. But  when  the  definitive  treaty  is  signed,  the 
preliminaries,  which  before  were  Liable  to  be  an- 
nulled, now  become  of  force,  and  the  treaty,  now 
become  indefeasible,  takes  its  date  from  the  pre- 
Though  this  mode  of  reasoning  has  not 


with  those  wbo  have  set  up  the  distinction  which 
it  is  adduced  to  overthrow. 

These  are  the  reasons  on  which  1  have  formed 
my  opinion  that  the  war  ended  in  fact  in  April, 
1783,  when  hostilities  ceased  by  mutual  agree- 
ment of  the  Powers  at  war.  My  opinion  is  sup- 
ported by  authority  much  more  reputable  than 
any  I  can  give  to  it.  The  law  courts  in  this  coun- 
try have  decided  it  judicially ;  cases  of  captured 
vessels,  and  the  question  of  interest  on  British 
debts,  have  produced  decisions  in  every  State  of 
the  Union,  unless  I  am  misinformed,  that  the  war 
ended  in  March  or  AprU,  1783.  The  courts  ia 
England,  and  in  every  country  where  the  war 
spread,  on  trials  of  property,  have  made  similar 
decisions.  Major  Torrey  died  in  September,  1783; 
shall  this  body  decide  against  the  settled  rule  of 
all  the  law  courts  7 
ft  remains  to  remove  some  objections : 
It  is  alleged,  that  Congress  have  by  various  re- 
solves fixed  the  period  of  the  war,  and  have  de- 
clared that  the  3d  November,  1783,  is  the  terra. 
If  they  had  declared  that  it  should  be  computed 
from  the  end  of  the  world,  it  would  not  alter  the 
truth  of  the  fact.  After  declarations  ought  not  to 
be  received  to  change  their  own  promises.  But  a 
declaration,  or  a  dozen  of  them,  made  for  another 
purpose,  and  not  to  declare  the  meaning  of  the 
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ewtract,  CKiutot  od  aiif  jwiAciple  be  receired  to 
>iiterpret  it.  It  is  not  oeceBsary,  however,  to  non- 
tead  agtinst  those  resolves  of  Congress.  Th^ 
ftra  uiecODcilable  with  the  former  engagemeDt  to 
Major  Toiref .  In  unttertaking  to  reconcile  them, 
I  fed  4hu  1  impose  a  task  on  myseli^  which  is 
made  he&vy  by  theprepoBsesaioas  of  many  of  my 
friends ;  I  believe  the  minds  of  gentlemen  are  per- 
fectly fWir,  and  well-disposed  to  doing  the  peci' 
doner  justice.  But  I  hope  1  shall  not  he  thought 
to  intend  any  oSTencej  when  I  remark  that  certain 
ideas,  such  as  that  this  claim  is  cut  off  by  resolves 
«f  Congress,  and  Chat  on  allowinjg  it,  confusion 
would  take  place  in  the  business  oithe  puhlic  offi- 
ces, were  started  with  the  discussion,  and  they 
have  remained  so  woven  into  the  texture  of  the 
debate,  that  1  think  it  hard  to  unravel  them.  It 
was  soon  manifest  that  there  wa»  a  general  dis- 
jfoaiiioa  to  vote  againti  the  petition-  This  op- 
portunity for  debate  seems  to  have  been  accorded 
as  of  grace,  rather  than  as  a  means  of  removing 
any  eiisiing  doubts  of  their  own.  Having  adopt- 
ed these  oputions,  this  is  rather  a  form  of  refusal 
than  a  mode  of  inquiring;  and  it  seems  to  hare 
been  chosen  with  every  circumstance  of  decency, 
and  with  all  possible  steadfastness  of  purpose- 
Vet  I  will  proceed  to  state,  that  the  point  whether 
the  wBr  was  at  end  when  hostilities  ended  in 
April,  1783,  being  already  considered  fully,  we  are 
to  look  for  other  reasons  than  such  as  relate  to 
the  commutation^  to  explain  the  resolves  of  Con- 
gress which  contmued  the  service  of  the  officers 
beyond  the  end  of  the  war,  and  aa  late  as  Novem- 
ber, 1783.  A  mistake  seems  to  have  crept  in 
here.  It  seems  to  be  supposed  that  the  wicers 
were  engaged  to  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war,  just 
long  enough  to  secure  their  commutation.  But 
the  commutation  depended  on  one  thing — the 
term  of  ibeir  service  on  another-  The  former 
was  their  right  at  the  end  of  the  war;  but  they 
were  to  remain  in  service  liH  dismissed,  unless 
they  should  think  fit  sooner  to  resign-  They  held 
their  commissions  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress. 
Though  when  the  war  ended  they  had  a  right  to 


:  Congress,  for  wise  reasons,  did  not  choose 
imiss  Uiem.  A  foreign  army  was  stiU  in 
New  York.  They  were  sent  home  on  furlough, 
but  drawing  pay,  and  liable  to  be  called  into  ue 
field-  Congress,  u  their  resolves,  did  not  say  that 
it  was  not  peace,  but  in  effect  that  it  was  unsafe 
lo  disarm.  Gentlemen  are  not  well  agreed  amoi^ 
themselves  as  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Some  fix  it 
at  the  definitive  treaty  of  September  3,1783;  others 
at  November  3-  Their  conclusions  a^ree  as  illy 
with  their  principles;  for  if  the  definitive  treaty 
put  an  end  to  the  war,  how  can  the  same  gentle- 
men say  that  the  war  was  kept  alive,  on  the  jour- 
nals of  Congress,  till  November,  1783?  Here, 
then,  were  Peace  and  War  subsisting  quietly  to- 
gether during  two  months. 

The  fears  of  making  confusion  by  opening  a 
door  to  many  applications,  seem  lo  be  groundless. 
A  man  must  have  died  between  the  end  of  hos- 
tilitiei  and  November,  17S3,  to  place  a  claim  on 
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the  like  footing.  The  living  have  had  their  comr- 
mutalions;  they  cannotcome:  ai^dnootherofficer 
died  iu  that  period,  aa  far  as  I  can  learn.  I  hare 
inquired,  and  cannot  find  at  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  any  pcecedent  which  militates  with 
this  claim,  nu  any  reason  to  suppose  that  anj 
similar  one  will  be  offered.  The  case  is  a  new 
one;  it  stands  alone,  and  probably  ever  will,  and 
it  must  be  decided  on  its  own  merits-  Believing 
the  fact  to  be  indisputable  that  Major  Torr^ 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  confiding  in  the 

Srinciples  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  settled 
ecisionsof  the  Judicial  Courts,  I  have  endeavored 
to  explain  my  ideas  with  perspicuity,  and  to  im- 
press them  with  force.  I  bare  said  more  than 
![uestioins  touching  an  individual  will  often  be 
Qund  to  merit;  but  when  public  principles  are 
construed  to  the  prejudice  of  private  rights,  the 
debate  cannot  be  treated  too  seriously. 

Mr-  BooDiNOT  said,  he  differed  in  opinion  from 
the  eentleman  in  his  construction  of  the  business. 
He  did  not  coincide  in  the  idea  that  the  decision 
of  the  present  question  should  be  on  a  strictly  jik- 
dicial  principle.  The  petition  is  founded  on  cer- 
tain  resolutions  and  laws  of  Congress;  and  as  there 
are  certain  established  rules  which  hare  been 
observed  in  settling  with  every  other  officer  simi- 
larly circumstanced,  Congress  cannot  now  with 
propriety  break  through  those  rules;  to  these  they 
ought  to  adhere,  til!  by  the  decision  of  some  Ju- 
dicial Court  it  snail  appear  that  they  are  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  justice.  [Here  Mr.  A-veb  requested 
Mt.  Boudinot  to  point  out  the  rules  to  which  he 
referred.]  Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  report  now  ut^ 
der  consideration,  which  was  founded  on  a  resolu- 
tion of  Cqngiess,  that  the  time  for  which  the  army 
was  engaged  should  expire  in  November,  1783. 
This  hasheen  made  a  rule  in  all  the  seltlementa 
with  the  officers  of  the  army. 

The  terms  of  the  contract,  between  the  officers 
and  the  United  States,  depended,  he  said,  on  the 
decision  of  the  sovereign  power;  that  was  autho- 
rized alone  to  determme  when  the  war  should 
cease.  That  power  was  vested  in  the  then-exist- 
ing Congress,  who,  although  they  entered  into 
provisional  articles  in  November,  1783,  did  not. 
think  proper  immediately  to  disbana 


thei: 


,r  put. 


1  end  to  the  'n 


yet  uncertain  wnether  those  provisional  articles 
would  be  ratified  by  Great  Britain,  or  a  treaty  of 
peace  concluded  oetween  Great  Britain  and 
France;  a  circumstance  which  was  necessary  be- 
fore those  articles  could  be  definitively  binding. 
It  was  only  when  the  definitive  treaty  was  made, 
that  Congress  determined  the  perion  of  the  war. 
The  army,  when  finally  disbantfed  and  paid  up  to 
thatday,Bcknowledeed,  by  accepting  their  pay,  that 
it  was  then  only  the  war  ended;  and,  as  m  as 
was  in  their  power,  assented  to  the  principle 
which  he  maintained,  that  the  protisional  articles 
had  not  before  put  an  end  to  the  war.  Suppose 
that,  on  the  arrival  of  the  definitive  treaty,  Coil- 
gress  bod  not  agreed  to  the  terms,  would  the  war 
nave  then  been  considered  as  at  an  end?  Would 
not  Congress  have  been  in  the  same  situation  as 
before  the  aigiting  of  the  provisional  articles?    It 
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ihit  CoBftaei  sliould,  bv  ■  deAnitiTc 
vbea  (be  war  ceaaed.  CoDgren 
baA  passed  such  ss  act^  and  the  House  at  present 
cannot  with  propriety  enter  into  a  resolution  ta 
tXta  the  pemd.  The  ugument  of  incoaveni- 
ence  ousht  aUo  to  have  acone  tveighi  with  the 
House}  loi  if  any  alteration  were  now  to  be  made 
in  the  law,  it  moat  have  a  tetrospect  to  all  the 
widows  aiid  cliildKa  of  deceased  officers,  who 
baie  received  half  pay  for  years  past  Beiide^ 
■nsDjr  officers  who  £«ve  not  hitherto  considfied 
themselves  as  entitled  to  half-pay,  would,  in  con- 
Mfnence  c^  such  an  allerati<Mi,  have  a  right  to 
aprfy  for  It. 

Mi.  Laurahce  said,  he  doubted  not  the  gentle- 
man wito  supported  the  petition  was  fully  satisfied 
as  to  the  justice  of  the  claim  which  he  advocated 
with  so  mueh  ardor;  he  begged  leave  to  state  his 
opinio^  however,  on  the  subject,  in  which  he 
«&ould  diffi^  &oin  that  geuilemui. 

The  contract  with  the  officers  of  the  late  army 
iraS)  that  those  should  be  entitled  to  certain  bene- 
fits who  serred  to  the  end  of  the  war.  But  Major 
TcHTey  was  not  thus  circumstanced,  as  he  died 

Ewioua  to  the  period  when  the  war  ceased,  and 
ft  neither  widownor  orphan  to  receive  the  benefit 
of  the  pro  visions  allowed  Dy  law  i  hij  case  isnot  con- 
templated by  any  existing  resolution  of  Coiieress. 

It  is  ^ell  known  that  hostilities  ceased  at  the 
lime  of  publishing  the  provisional  articles  which 
forned  the  basis  for  the  treaty  of  peace;  but  can 
any  man  say  that  every  soldier  had  a  right  on  that 
evaat  to  demand  a  diBchargel  Surely  not.  The 
luovisional  articles  had  the  peace  in  contempla- 
tion, but  the  army  was  not  to  be  discharged  till  the 
articles  of  the  definitive  treaty  were  ratined  by  the 
belligerent  Powers.  The  army  of  the  United 
States  was,  therefore,  only  furloiwhed,  and  Con- 
gresB  retained  tike  power  of  recalliBg  them  into 
service;  and  had  the  officers  and  sotdiers  been 
recalled  from  ibeir  furloughs  to  take  the  field,  it 
would  have  been  a  contirtuance  of  (he  same  wai; 
but  if  the  definitive  treaty  bad  been  signed,  and 
hostilities  had  commeitced  the  very  next  d^y,  it 
would  have  been  a  naw  war,  and  would  have  been 
prosecuted  fm  entirely  new  principles.  The  se- 
eoud  article  of  the  bro  visional  treaty  looks  forward 
toa,yWt«-e  period  foraconclusionof  the  war;  and 
he  uiferred,  that  the  definitive  articles  b^ng  rati- 
fied, and  the  ratifications  exchanged,  alone  consti- 
tuted a  lermiikation  of  the  war.  Mr.  L.  added 
aome  observations  on  the  Itgal  ideas  of  Ur.  Aheb, 
in  which  he  also  diffiued  from  that  gentleman; 
Mad  cMiduded  by  exfaesiing  his  approbation  of 
til*  Beport  of  the  Secretaury  of  War. 

Mr.  Auaa'a  remarks  were  further  combated  by 
Ur.  WiLUAxaoN,  Mr.  Davtom,  Mr.  UtLLHocaa, 
Mr.  Wapbworth,  Mr.  Clari,  and  Mr.  Writi. 

Mr.  Wasnb  was  0|^sed  to  the  report,  and 
■laled  certain  paiticulais  to  show  that  the  army 
was  not  furlougbed  by  Congress  because  it  was 
appiehended  there  would  be  any  further  demand 
for  their  services,  but  because  it  was  inctmvenieni 
to  give  them  an  absolute  discharge  at  that  peri(»d. 

The  motion  for  accepting  the  Secretary's  Re- 
port was  oairied  by  a  la^  majority. 


WavaaaDAv,  November  9. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Maryland, 
William  Vans  MoaaAT ;  and  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Thohaji  Sohpteh  ;  appeared,  produced  their 
credentials,  and  took  their  seats  ia  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  eaclosiog  a  Let- 
ter to  him  from  Wileoam  PinaHEv,  a  member 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  said  Stat^ 
containing  his  resigaation  of  that  appointmant ; 
also  a  return  of  Jobh  Fhahcis  Mbsoeb,  elected  a 
member  to  serve  in  this  Hotise,  in  the  iw>ra  of  the 
said  William  PiHKNEr ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  standing  Committea 
of  Elections. 

Mr.  Sedowick.  from  the  committee  ai^toinled, 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  direciisK  th« 
mode  in  which  Uie  evidences  of  the  debt  oi  the 
United  States,  which  hare  been  loet  or  destroyed, 
may  be  renewed;  which  was  tnceired,  and  reaa 
the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  ftom  considering  certain 
propositions  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Uaiied  States,  which  were  committed  to  thev 
on  Thursday  last;  and  that  the  said  propositions 
of  aiuendmeAt  be  referred  to  Mr.  Sedowick,  Mt> 
HiLLHOUBB,  Mr.  Bekboh,  Mr.  Boodinot,  Mr. 
Maoibon,  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mi> 
Stehlb. 

Baolved,  That  the  Attorney  Omeral  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House  such  farther  inform- 
ation as  he  may  be  in  possession  of,  relative  to 
the  operation  of  the  JuiucisJ  System. 

Betoloed,  That  a  ccmmitiee  be  appointed  to 
jHepare  and  briitg  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  establish  an 
unij'orm  system  on  the  subject  irf  bonkruptciei 
throughout  the  United  States;  and  that  Mr. 
ViNiHQ,  Mr.  BocniNOT,  Mr.  Qilss,  Mr.  Lad- 
BANCE,  and  Mr.  Qbbht,  be  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  hills  to  r^ulate 
pilots,  and  provide  for  the  supenntendence  of  the 
ligfat-houses,  and  the  beacons,  buoys,  aod  public 

Eiers,  in  the  bay  and  river  of  Delaware,  and  the 
ly  of  Chesapeake,  with  the  rivers  emptying  into 
the  same;  wid  that  Mr.  FitzaiHoNe,  Mr.  Lbb, 
and  Mr.  Shbbidinx,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  cm  the  petition  of  John 
Youivlove,  and  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Albany  and  Washington,  in  the  State  of 
New  York:  whereiqHin, 

RetUvadj  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition 
of  sundry  inhabttaots  of  the  counties  of  Albany 
and  Washington,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  for  a 
repeal  of  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  disabled  soldiers  and 
seamen  latdy  in  the  service  of  the  United  States^ 
and  of  certain  other  persons,"  as  relates  to  the 
pension  of  the  said  John  Younglove,  cannot  be 
granted. 

Mr.  ViNiHQ  called  up  a  motiooj  heretofore  made 
by  him,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
prepare  a  bill  c»  bills  to  establish  an  uniform  sy»- 
tem  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  Sfates. 
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The  question  beio^  taken  on  the  motion,  and  car- 
ried, a  committee  was  accordin^y  appointed. 

A  committee  was  also  appointed  (pursuant  to  a 
motion  heretofore  made  by  Mr.  Fctzscmonh,  and 
since  amended )  to  brine  m  a  bill  or  bills  for  the 
regulation  of  pilots,  ud  the  superintendence  of 
the  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  in  the  bay 
and  river  of  Delaware,  aod  in  the  bay  of  Chesa- 
peake, and  the  rivers  disemboguing  thereinto. 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  War,  on  the  [>etition  of  John  Younglove.and 
the  counter-petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  New  Yori,  being  then  called  up,  a  reso- 
lution was  moved, 

"  That  the  prajei  of  iha  petition  of  nlttdry  inhabit- 
antsoftbe  countiea  of  Albuiyand  Wuhington,  in  the 
Stale  of  New  York,  for  the  repnl  of  (o  much  of  thi 
act,  entilled, '  An  act  for  the  rehef  of  diaablad  (oldien 
and  seamen  lately  in  the  aervioe  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  certain  other  personi,'  ai  relate!  to  the  peiuiOB 
of  John  Yennglote,  cannot  be  granted." 

[John  Younglore  having  been,  hut  not  then 
actually  being,  in  the  serMce  of  the  United  States, 
was  disabled  in  bis  own  house,  in  repelling  an 
attack  of  the  enemy  during  the  late  war.  He 
obtained  from  the  late  Congress  a  pension;  and 
the  conira-petiiioners  endeavored  to  effed  the 
reTocation  of  the  grant.  All  the  papers  on  this 
subject  being  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  War 
Department,  he  reported,  as  bis  opinion,  that  Mr. 
Younglove  did  not,  by  any  of  the  existing  acts  of 
Congress,  seem  entitled  to  a  pension.] 

An  interesting  debate  look  place  on  the  pro- 
priety of  withdrawing  the  pension.  On  the  one 
hand,  it  was  urged,  t&c  if  Mr.  Younglove's  title 
was  admitted,  every  man  who  might  suffer  in  his 
person  or  property,  from  an  attack  of  the  Indians 
or  of  any  other  assailant,  would  have  an  equal 
right  to  claim  a  compensation,  at  the  national  ex- 

Knse,  and  that  the  multitude  of  such  claims  would 
nin  the  public  coffers;  that  Congress  was  not 
infallible;  and  if  the  late  Congress  Iwd  committed 
an  error  in  granting  a  pension  where  it  was  not 
justly  due,  the  present  Congress  have  a  right,  and 
are,  m  duty  to  their  constituents,  bound  to  rectify 
the  mistake,  by  reroking  the  grant.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  said,  that  although  Mr.  Younglove 
was  not,  under  the  then  existing  laws,  entitled  to 
a  pension,  yet,  as  the  late  Confess  thought  him 
deserving  of  one,  and  conferred  it  on  him,  it  would 
ill  become  the  present  Congress  to  revoke  the 
grant.  They  ought  to  suppose  that  their  predeces- 
sors had  sufficient  reasons  to  influence  them  in 
making  it;  at  all  events,  the  grant  being  once 
made,  and  the  public  faith  plighted  for  the  con- 
e  of  the  pension,  they  could  not  now  with- 


in the  promises  of  the  C 

The  (Question  being  taken  on  the  n 
carried  m  the  affirmative. 


TBtmeDAy,  November  10. 
A  bill  directing  the  mode  in  which  the  evi- 
dences of  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  which 
hayo  been  lost  or  destroyed,  shall  be  renewed,  was 


THE  CENSUS. 

The  House  again  retcdved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Schedule  of  the 
Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Laorancg  had  previously  moved,  that  until 
the  next  enumeration  the  number  of  Represent- 
atives should  be  one  for  every  thirty  thousand 
persons. 

Mr.  Dayton  moved  to  strike  out  "thirty,"  be- 
fore "thousand."  This  amendment  was  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Gerrv  observed,  that  in  all  the  decisdona 
of  the  Legislature,  we  ought  to  follow  as  far  as 
possible  the  opinion  of  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple. If  this  opinion  should  oe  found  to  be  against 
the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand,  the  amendment  ongfat 
to  be  adopted;  but  if  we  refer  to  the  amendments 
proposed  Dy  the  Conventions  to  the  Consdtntion, 
we  shall  find  that  five  States  are  in  favor  of  one 
Representative  to  every  thirty  thousand  persons, 
till  the  number  should  amount  to  two  hundred. 
None  of  the  propositions  now  moved  as  amend- 
ments to  the  mouon  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  amount  to  that  number.  Several  others  of 
the  Conventions  were  of  opinion  that  the  repre- 
sentation was  too  small  to  secure  the  liberties  of 
this  country.  This  Government,  said  he,  is  a  Go- 
vernment of  representation:  the  people  may  con- 
trol their  Representatives,  but  their  influence  is 
small  in  respect  to  the  Senate  and  the  Executive, 
and  still  less  over  the  officers  of  Government. 
On  what  then  do  the  people  depend  for  checbins 
encroachments,  or  preventing  abuses?  Chi  then 
Representatives  1  If  these  should  be  too  few,  or 
if  iney  should  fail  them,  they  never  can  redress 
their  grievances  without  having  recourse  to  vio- 
lence. If  the  number  is  small,  a  majority  may  be 
the  more  easily  corrupted.  On  the  other  hand, 
too  large  a  number  will  be  attended  with  difficul- 
ties; a  medium  then  is  most  eligible.  An  adequate 
number  is  absolutely  necessary;  and  to  show  th« 
one  to  thirty  thousand  wonld  not  produce  more 
than  an  adequate  nnmber,  he  referred  to  the  ratio 
of  representation  in  England  and  Prince,  in 
i^ich  there  was  a  greater  proportion  of  Repre- 
sentatives than  in  the  Legi^ature  of  the  Uiuted 
States. 

It  has  been  objected  to  an  increase  of  Repre- 
sentaliTes,  that  it  would  lead  to  encroachments  on 
the  part  of  the  General  Government,  over  those  of 
the  individual  Governments.  He  thought  that  the 
reverse  of  the  objection  was  true,  and  instanced 
the  opinion  and  plan  of  Governor  Hutchinson,  oif 
Massachusetts,  who  proposed  and  advised  a  re- 
duction of  (he  representation  of  Massachusetts, 
Bs  a  necessary  step  in  order  to  effect  the  designs 
of  Great  Britain;  decreasing  the  number,  ther^ 
fore,  wilt  be  lessening  in  proportion  the  security 
of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  objection  arising  from 
the  additional  expense;  but,  he  observed,  after 
Congress  shall  have  passed  a  few  more  of  the  moat 
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isportuit  acts,  it  is  not  probaUe  that  the  publit 
bosiDess  will  in  future  require  that  the  session! 
•hould  be  for  more  than  four  months  annually, 
this  wonld  reduce  the  expense  greatly,  in  the  first 
instance ;  and,  agreeably  to  a  calculation,  an  ad- 
dition of  forty-seven  members  lo  the  present  num- 
ber, would  make  the  aggregate  expense  but  about 
one-ei^teentb  part  more  than  at  present,  sup- 
posing the  sessions  to  be  four  monlhus  long.  But 
ne  considered  the  objectitHi  on  account  of  the  ex- 
pense as  merely  speculative. 

Although  Congress  is  not  positively  bound  by 
the  Constitution  to  pve  one  member  for  cTery 
thirty  thousand  inhabitants,  yet  he  would  ask, 
whether  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  did  not 
expect  that  this  ratio  would  be  adapted?  and 
whether  they  would  not  con^der  it  as  an  abuse 
of  power,  if  Congress,  instead  of  one  to  thirty 
thousand,  should  settle  the  representation  at  one 
to  forty  thousand?  Eight  States  have  already 
adopted  the  first  article  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ments to  Uie  Constitution:  and  if  the  House  should 
either  settle  the  number  of  the  Representative 
body,  as  it  now  stands,  or  reduce  it,  m  establish  it 
at  one  hnndr^  perhaps  they  might  before  the 
end  of  the  session,  be  obliged  to  repeal  their  act — 
as  they  would  be  bound  by  the  amendment,  as 
socm  as  it  is  ratified  by  a  sufficient  number  of 
Stales.  If  gentlemen  thought  it  probable  that  the 
proposed  amendment  would  be  ratified  by  the 
several  States,  they  ought  already  to  coitaider  it 
as  ft  rule  for  tneir  conduct,  and  be  restrained  by 
it,  from  givinc  less  than  one  Representative  for 
thirty  thousand  inhabitants.  After  the  represents' 
tion  amounts  to  one  hundred.  Congress  will,  no 
doubt,  have  a  right  to  fix  it  there,  until  it  is  in- 
ereased  by  the  ratio  of  one  to  forty  thousand:  but 
that  is  a  power  which,  he  presumed.  Congress 
will  not  exercise;  but  that  they  then  will  estahlish 
some  ratio,  by  which  the  increase  of  representa- 
tion shall  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation, until  the  House  consists  of  two  hundred 
members. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  was  convinced  of  the  propriety 
tS  Btriking  out  the  word  "thirty."  The  House 
ought  to  consider  what  would  be  an  adequate 
number  for  doing  the  business  of  the  Union;  and 
that  number  ought  not  to  be  exceeded,  except  to 
answer  some  very  valuable  purpose,  Bosmess 
would  proceed  with  difficulty,  if  the  representa- 
tion was  so  numerous  as  it  would  become  by  the 
tmtio  of  one  to  thirty  tiiousand.  The  present  Re- 
nesentation  of  the  United  Stales  is  in  a  ratio  very 
oifierent  from  that  of  one  to  thirty  thousand ;  and 
yet  he  thought  it  fully  adequate.  From  a  rough 
calculation,  die  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  would  pro- 
duce one  hundred  and  thirteen  members;  thirty- 
five  thousand  would  give  ninety-seven ;  and  forty 
thousand  would  produce  eighty-one.  If  the  ntun- 
ber  once  settled  was  to  rest  there,  he  would  not 
be  over  auxioos  to  oppose  the  increase;  but  if  gen- 
tlemen would  lake  into  view  the  increase  conse- 
quent on  the  next  enumeration,  they  would  find 
that  the  number  will  by  far  exceed  the  due  bounds. 

The  increase  of  expense  had  been  mentioned. 
H9-  thott^t  ii  would  greatly  exceed  the  calcula- 


tion  of  the  gentleman,  and,  for  Iub  part,  although 
he  was  willing  to  tax  the  people  for  the  necessary 
purposes  of  Government,  yet  he  would  never 
consent  to  subject  them  to  unnecessary  burdens. 
Every  man  must  see,  that  if  the  number  was 
doubled,  it  would  take  almost  double  the  liine  to 
do  the  business,  as  every  member  would  have  an 
equal  right  to  deliver  his  sentiments,  and  thus 
protract  their  deliberations. 

He  thought  the  people  of  the  United  States 
would  be  duty  represented,  and  to  their  entire 
satisfaction,  if  the  ratio  was  set  higher  than  thirty 
thousand;  nor  could  he  imagine  tnat  such  an  ex- 
act proportion,  between  the  Representatives  and 
the  represented,  was  at  all  requisite  to  secure  their 
liberties,  or  to  do  the  necessarv  busioees  of  Qo- 
vernment.  This  indeed  might  de  the  case,  if  the 
power  vested  in  Congress  was  proportionate  to 
their  number:  but,  since  the  House  would  possess 
the  same  powers,  whether  it  consisted  of  a  great- 
er or  a  smaller  number,  he  thought  the  peo|de 
equally  secure  in  either  case.  The  ratio  of  thirty- 
five  thousand,  which  would  produce  ninety-seven 
members,  would,  in  his  opimon,  be  a  very  proper 
one.  If,  however,  thejpeople  should  think  oUier- 
wise,  they  had  it  in  their  power  to  correct  the 
mistake,  by  ratifying  the  proposed  amendment. 
Their  not  having  as  yet  ratified  it,  was  to  him  an 
argument  that  uiey  thought  the  ratio  too  low; 
or,  at  least,  that  they  considered  the  question  as 
doubtAil.  Some  of  the  States,  he  observed,  have 
postponed  the  consideration  of  the  amendment; 
and  eight  only  have  as  yet  agreed  to  it  On  the 
whole,  the  House  might  safely  adopt  the  ratio  of 
one  to  tbirty^ve  thousand;  for  that  the  increas- 
ing population  of  the  United  States  would  ever 
supply  a  represenlalioo  sufficiently  numerous  to 
"iswer  every  good  purpose. 

Mr.  Clark  observed,  that  his  objection  was  not 
merely  on  account  of  the  pay  of  the  members, 
but  an  increase  in  the  representation  would  brjng 
an  additional  expense  on  the  people,  by  increasing 
the  number  of  public  officers;  as  almost  every  man 
would  wish  to  see  his  friend  provided  for.  The 
liberties  of  America  could  be  in  no  danger  from 
Ifae  present  ratio  of  representation.  The  doors  of 
the  House  are  open,  and  the  people  know  what 
.heir  Representatives  are  doing. 

Mr.  Steele  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  for 
itiiking  out  thirty.  In  discussing  Uie  important 
lubject  before  the  Committee,  he  observed  tbst 
there  were  two  inquiries  to  be  attended  to:  What 

the  proper  number  to  constitute  a  Representa- 

ire  body  for  the  United  States,  and  what  ratio 
will  leave  the  fewest  fractions  in  the  respective 
States'?  One  member  to  thirty  thousand,  he  ctm- 
ceived,  would  give  too  numerous  a  representatioii. 
According  to  the  present  number  of  inhabitants,  it 
will  almost  double  the  present  number;  it  will 
divide  and  dininish  the  responsibility,  make  the 
House  too  unwieldy,  retard  public  business,  and 
increase  the  public  expenses  unnecessarily.  An 
adequate  representation,  he  thought,  would  be 
comprised  within  a  much  smaller  number. 

Qentlemen  have  called  our  attention  to  the 
HonseofCommonsof  Great  Britaiu,  and  the  Na- 
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tiooal  Anemblf  of  Fnnce;  bat,  Ood  forbid  tliat 
we  should  draw  our  precedents  from  such  exam- 
plea  as  may  be  cited  from  European  representatioii. 

He  WAS  opposed  to  thirty  thousand  as  the  ratio: 
itwould,iii  (ractioua,  througboul  the  United  States, 
leave  above  three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousaJia 
citizens  tutrepreseuted.  Thirty-five  thousand  he 
thotieht  the  most  eligible  number,  as  it  would  leave 
the  fewest  fraciions. 

SomeeeDtlemen  seem  to  ftvor  the  ratio  of  thirty 
thousand,  because  that  number  has  been  recom- 
mended  by  some  of  the  Conventions,  in  their  pro- 
posed amendments  to  the  Constitution;  but  he 
Koped  that  no  decision  would  be  founded  on  those 
aubeequent  amendments.  It  would  be  well  to  re- 
collect the  sentiments  of  sfentlemen  in  the  several 
Conventions;  in  many  of  them,  they  were  agreed 
to  without  any  wish  or  expectation  that  they 
ahoctld  ever  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  there- 
fore he  thought  that  no  aignment  ought  to  be 
drawn  from  them:  neither  ought  Congress  to  be 
influenced  by  the  eiample  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments; business  is  so  transacted  in  most  of  them, 
on  account  of  their  numerous  representation,  that 
there  is  very  little  permanency  or  consistency  in 
their  systems.  Too  numerous  an  Assembly  is 
perpetually  liable  to  disorder ;  and,  when  that  is  the 
case,  Oovemment  becomes  contemptible.  This 
consideration  had  greater  weight  with  him  than 
an  additional  expenditure  of  a  few  dollars.  He 
again  objected  to  any  examjde  from  Great  Britain 
or  France;  their  Assemblies  are  too  numerous 
and  unwieldy  to  transact  business  without  confu- 
sion; and,  compared  with  what  he  considered  as 
an  adequate  number,  are  mere  mobs. 

With  respect  to  the  proiMsed  amendments,  they 
have  not  been  adopted  oy  three-fourths  of  the 
States;  and  from  thence  he  inferred  that  they 
would  be  finally  rejected.  He  thought  the  amend- 
ment respecting-  the  ratio  of  Representatives  not 
BO  good  as  the  original  clause  in  the  Constitotion, 
ana  said  he  would  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  it 
ought  never  tb  be  adopted  as  a  part  of  iL  It  has 
been  said  that  the  voice  of  America  is  in  favor  of 
the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand;  were  this  the  case, 
ke  wottld  obey  the  voice  of  America:  but  he  be- 
lieved that  the  opinion  of  enlightened  America 
was  that  forty  or  fifty  thousand  would  not  be  too 
high  a  ratio.  He  should  give  the  preference  to 
either  of  those  numbers  to  thirty  or  thirty-five 
thousand,  were  it  not  on  account  of  the  fractions 
that  would  remain.  He  concluded  by  saying  he 
should  vote  for  thirty-five  thousand. 

Mr.  LAmuNCE  agreed  that  an  adequate  num- 
ber was  the  great  object  to  be  attended  to;  but  he 
e<»itended  tluit  the  original  motion  would  give  this 
number  more  comi^etely  than  a  larger  ratio:  end 
it  ought  to  be  considered,  that,  before  the  next 
enumeration,  it  will  not  be  probably  more  than 
one  to  fifty  thousand.  As  to  the  increase  of  ex- 
pense, he  observed  that  the  great  objects  being 
accomplished,  the  future  sessions  will  be  short; 
besides  which,  the  compensation  of  the  members 
may  be  diminished.  But  he  considered  a  neces- 
sary increase  in  the  expense  to  be  fully  counter- 
balanced by  affording  greater  security  to  the  Lib- 


erties of  the  Peofic  The  firmness  of  a  Qovcbk- 
ment  depends  on  a  strong  Executive;  but  thia 
Executive  diould  be  founded  on  a  broad  boctom; 
and  the  broader  the  basis,  the  more  seenre  is  the 
public  freedom  under  a  vi^rous  Executive. 

The  existence  of  the  Umon  may  depend  on  the 
fullness  of  the  representation.  Tue  inequality  is 
the  proporlionai  mcrease  of  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants in  different  States,  ought  also  to  be  tafcei 
into  consideration;  for  it  is  very  probeUe  that  in 
a  short  time,  while  some  of  the  smaller  States  had 
a  Representative  for  ever^  thirty  thousand,  others 
would  not  have  one  to  forty  thousand.  He  wm 
governed  by  general  principles,  and  not  by  any 
calculations  of  fractional  numbers:  the  Conatita- 
tion  contemplates  the  ratio  he  had  proposed,  Mt4 
therefore  he  hoped  the  motion  for  striking  o«t 
would  not  (^>tain. 

Mr.  QaoDHns  observed,  that  the  situation  and 
circumstances  of  the  Oovemment  of  the  United 
States  are  so  different  from  those  of  France  or 
Great  Britain,  that  no  jiarallel  could  be  drawn 
respecting  them.  Nor  is  there  an  absolute  simi- 
larity between  this  Government  and  those  of  the 
Slate  Governments.  The  objects  of  legisladm 
which  come  under  the  cognizance  of  C^mgrcs^ 
are  hut  few  compared  with  those  which  engage 
the  British  House  of  Commons  and  the  National 
AssemUy  of  France.  A  much  larger  repiresmta- 
tion  for  them,  and  in  our  State  Legislaturea,  ia 
therefore  more  proper,  than  is  neceasarv  for  us  in 
the  General  Oovemment.  He  doubted  tne  ofttnioo 
that  a  large  representation  was  less  liable  to  cor- 
ruption than  a  small  one:  some  &cts  appear  to 
confirm  the  former  sentiment  He  did  not  c«»- 
sider  the  expense  as  a  material  objectim,  if  an 
increase  of  the  number  be  necessary  to  doing  more 
ample  justice,  or  for  the  greater  security  of  the 
Liberties  of  tne  People;  Init,  as  he  thoiwht  this 
was  by  no  means  the  case,  he  was  in  &Tor  ^ 
striking  out  "thirty,"  in  order  to  insert  a  larger 
number. 

Mr.  Barnwell  agreed  with  the  gentleman  last 
up.  He  should  vote  for  striking  out  "thirty,"  m 
order  to  substitute  the  largest  number  that  had 
been  mentioned.  Mr.  B.  entered  into  an  abstract 
and  philoeophical  discussion  of  the  princi|Je  ot 
representation  in  GoTernment.  The  leading  senti- 
ment was,  that  a  large  proportion  of  Representa- 
tives is  not  necessary  to  obtain  the  best  objects  of 
legislation,  in  expressing  the  will  of  the  pec^e, 
or  to  secure  the  Liberties  of  the  constituent  body. 
The  great  point,  he  observed,  was,  to  combine  the 
greatest  portion  of  honesty  with  a  due  degree  at 
activity.  Thai  number  which  would  comiuiAe  a 
due  proportion  of  these,  would  be  competent  to 
all  the  purposes  of  legislation,  whether  the  nuB- 
ber  for  which  it  legislates  is  ten  thousand,  or  five 
hundred  thousand.  On  this  prtnci(de,  he  was  de- 
cidedly against  a  large  number,  and  in  favor  of  a 
small  one.  Adverting  to  the  British  House  of 
Commons  and  the  National  Assembly  of  France, 
with  respect  to  the  former,  he  said,  their  comip- 
lioD  is,  in  a  great  degree,  owing  to  toeir  numben: 
as  to  the  latter,  he  oteerved,  that  the  National  As- 
sMnbly  had  acted,  in  his  opinion,  politically  and 
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WMely.  They  set  out  witb  a  large  repnsentatioD, 
in  ecmformity  to  the  sentiments  of  the  people  at 
the  moment;  bat,  on  experience,  finding  the  num- 
ber too  great,  tbey  hare  reduced  it  from  twelTe 
hundred  to  aboat  two  hundred  and  fifty.  He  be- 
lieved ihal  the  general  sense  of  the  people  was 
against  a  large  representation  in  Congress;  the 
incoDveniences  experienced  from  nomeroas  bodies 
in  the  Stite  Legislatures  has  led  sejeral  of  the 
Slates  to  lessen  the  number.  He  instanced  Qeor- 
gia,  South  Carolina,  and  PennsylTania. 

W*.  BALDWtN  was  opposed  to  the  motion.  One 
Representative  for  thirty  thousand,  apjwared  to 
him  by  no  means  a  great  representation.  The 
opinion  that,  of  late,  had  been  so  often  advanced 
from  the  press,  and  in  public  discussion,  for  redu- 
cing the  Representative  branch  in  Government 
lo  a  small  number,  he  held  to  be  full  of  dangerous 
error.  He  was  sensible  thai  the  terms  great  and 
small  were  so  merely  relative  in  their  significa. 
tion,  that  it  was  difficult  precisely  to  understand 
each  other  in  the  use  of  them.  Perhaps  they  may 
most  properly,  both  of  them,  be  considered  as  ei- 
ttemes.  No  doubt  representation,  which  of  late 
seems  to  be  used  as  Ihe  character  of  Republican 
Government,  is  a  great  improvement  upon  Demo- 
ctacy,  or  legislation  by  the  whole  body  of  ihe 
people.    He  could  conceive  that  a  represeatati'- 


mbling  the  whole  body  of  the  people;  but  it 
a  very  improbable  and  not  a  dangerous  eitteme: 
the  other  extreme  was  full  of  danger.  These  ob- 
servations acquire  much  force,  when  applied  par- 
ticularly lo  the  Governments  of  this  Country ;  en- 
feeble Ihe  Representative  part  of  them,  and  you 
sap  the  very  principles  of  fife.  They  stand  on  a 
different  basis  from  the  Gorernjsents  which  hare 
gone  before  them,  and  may  justly  be  said  to  be 
new  experiments  in  Government;  time,  as  yet, 
has  scarcely  given  room  to  judge  of  the  probable 
issue;  but  this  we  may  pronounce  with  much  cer- 
tainty— Lat  the  principles  of  repiesentatton  lan- 
guish, and  they  have  no  chance  pf  success. 

It  had  not  been  found  practicable  to  ground  re- 
presentation in  the  Federal  Constitution  upon  any 
oiher  principle  than  that  of  numbers;  but  extent 
of  territory  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  natural 
minciples  on  which  it  rests,  and  should  if  possible 
be  regarded.  One  for  thirly-four  or  thirty-five 
thoosand  may  be  deemed  a  proper  rejH'esentation 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Prance,  or  of  Great  Britain. 
The  four  millions  which  compose  the  United 
States,  compactly  settled  where  there  was  great 
sameness  in  the  country,  and  prettv  equally  dis- 
tant from  a  common  centre,  would  be  properly 
represented  by  a  smaller  number  than  m  their 
present  sparse  settlemeai,  But  still  further:  the 
settlement  of  the  United  Stales  is  a  fillet  stretched 
along  the  sea-coasl  for  seventeen  hundred  miles, 
comprehending  as  great  a  variety  of  climate  and 
interests  as  one  of  the  other  quarters  of  the  globe. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  a  situation  which  calls 
for  a  giealer  extension  of  the  principle  of  repre- 
sentation. 

It  has  been  said,  that  one  for  thirty  thousand 
will  make  too  large  and  unwieldy  a  body.    He 


sensible  that  was  a  point  that  did  not  admit 
of  being  determined  by  any  conclusive  reasoning; 
it  was  a  merematter  of  opmion;  sound  judgment 
only  is  to  be  used,  time  and  experience  wilTcome 
and  confirm  or  correct  the  opinion.  In  such  a 
te,  it  is  wise  to  inquire  how  this  has  been  judged 
of  by  others  who  have  had  a  Representative  body. 
In  France,  one  thousand  two  hundred  was  not 
thonght  too  great  a  representation  in  foiminff  their 
National  Assembly;  and  Ihe  number  established 
by  their  new  Constitution  for  their  stated  Legis- 
lature was  not  two  hundred  and  fifty,  as  the  mem- 
ber last  up  had  stated,  but,  if  he  had  not  been  mis- 
informed  by  the  pubiicatitms  in  this  cotmtry,  it 
was  nearly  seven  hundred  and  fifty. 

In  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  five  hundred 
is  not  thought  too  great  a  representation:  and  can 
one  hundred  and  Uiirteen,  which  is  the  greatest 
number  contended  for,  be  considered  in  this  coun- 
try as  a  huge  and  impracticable  mass  of  repre- 


It  had  ever  appeared  to  him  to  be  among  the 
strongest  marks  of  our  youth  and  inexperience 
that  we  grow  wise  too  suddenly.    He  was  afraia 

this  instantaneous  wisdom  which  sprung  up  so  at 
once,  and  set  at  nought,  or  removed  to  the  extreme 
of  absurdity  and  folly,  the  deliberate  and  tried 
opinions  of  the  most  profound  and  enlightened 
among  men,  in  circumstances  peculiarly  favorable 
to  honest  decision,  wiLl  itself  be  left  by  time  on 
that  extreme. 

And  how  does  this  compare  with  the  opinion 
and  experience  of  this  Country  in  the  State  Go- 
vernments? The  idea  had  before  been  called  up, 
but  in  his  opinion  justice  was  by  no  means  done  to 
the  comparison.  It  hud  been  said,  that  the  States 
in  general  had  found  their  representation  too  large, 
and  were  diminishing  it.  Let  another  view  oe 
taken  of  the  comparison:  A  state  will  not  suffer 
the  ordinary  business  of  its  own  internal  legisla- 
tion to  be  intrusted  to  fewer  Representatives  than 
from  one  to  two  hundred,  and  in  some  instances 
more,  and  yet  in  the  Federal  Government  they 
are  obliged  lo  submit  to  a  legislation  which  can 
much  more  substantially  affect  their  happiness 
and  prosperity,  and  perhaps  they  have  there  but 
a  single  Representative,  or  at  most  but  five  or  six. 
The  slightest  comparison  sliows,  that  there  is  no 
manner  of  proportion  between  them;  that  they 
are  irreconcileabiy  distorted.  Surely  gentlemen  of 
the  opposite  opinion  will  not  have  Ine  effrontery 
to  attempt  to  draw  an  a^ument  from  that  source 
for  diminishing  the  present  representation. 

,The  several  State  Conventions  which  had 
thought  proper  to  animadvert  at  all  upon  the 
Federal  Constitution,  had   pretty  uniformlv  ex- 

Ercssed  their  wish  that  the  representation  should 
s  increased.  Theorists  in  Government^  so  far  as 
he  had  been  informed,  had  generally  given  their 
opinion  that  this  part  was  too  small,  and  out  of 
proportion.  He  was  as  far  from  venerating  mere 
theories  of  Government  as  any  man,  and  was  sen- 


useless  to  inquire — How  does  this  appear  in  prac- 
tice?   He  could  tay,  for  himself,  that  it  brought 
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his  own  mind  to  the  same  conclusion,  ihni  it  was 
the  part  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  of  all  others, 
most  defective  and  insecure.  Thirty-three  mem- 
bers had  formed  the  House,  seventeen  was  a  ma- 
jority, and  equal  to  the  decision  of  any  question. 
Questions  had  alreadv  occurred,  involriBg  proper- 
ty to  the  amount  of  from  fifty  to  eighty  miUions 
of  dollars,  and  much  of  it  in  the  hancb  of  the  most 
darJQK  individuals,  tendered  desperate  by  their 
speculations.  He  did  not  say  there  had  been  any 
foUDdation  for  uneasy  apprehensions  from  that 
quarter;  but  he  did  say,  that  in  other  countries  it 
would  be  supposed  to  be  a  most  dangerous  eiperi- 
metit  upon  ttie  passions  and  imperfections  of  hu- 
man nature.  But  it  had  been  said,  and  with  an 
tinexpected  assurance,  that  increasing  the  numbers 
did  not  increase  the  security  against  these  evils. 
If  so.  why  not  reduce  it  at  once  to  the  venerable 
nnmber  thirteen;  or,  indeed,  three;  which  would 

S've  us  as  great  a  security  as  the  whole  body  of 
e  people?  It  is  idle  to  pursue  observations  on 
such  a  point:  the  mind  that  can  ash  for  reasoning 
upon  it,  can  scarcely  be  supposed  in  a  situation  to 
be  benefited  by  reasons. 

The  Federal  Government,  it  must  be  admitted, 
b  in  fact  pretty  highly  seasoned  with  prero^- 
tive;  practice  has  already  evinced  the  necessity, 
in  many  instances,  of  increasing  it,  by  devolving 
much  of  the  Legislative  power  upon  the  Execu- 
tive Department,  arising  from  the  difficulty  of 
making  particular  pro  visions  and  details  in  our 
laws,  and  accommodating  them  to  the  various  in- 
terests of  so  extensive  a  country. 

The  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  many 
traits  of  a  perpetual — at  least  of  a  very  solid  con- 
stituent part  of  the  Government.  Me  did  not  men- 
tion these  as  imperfections  in  the  Government; 
they  are  perfections,  if  the  other  parts  can  be  in 
due  proportion:  but  it  is  surely  a  sound  reason 
against  taking  positive  measures  at  this  time  to 
diminish  the  Representative  branch.  Pot  his  own 
part,  he  was  not  well  satisfied  as  to  the  intention. 
If  there  is  any  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  depart  from  the  point  on  which  it 
was  first  placed,  he  could  scarcely  suppose  that 
any  one  could  be  honestly  alarmed  with  the  feai 
that  the  departure  would  he  towards  Democracy. 
He  conclnaed,  by  expressing  his  hopes  that  the 
representation  to  the  next  Congress  would  he  fixed 
at  one  for  thirty  thousand,  as  it  had  hitherto  been, 
and  that  the  motion  for  striking  out  would  not 
prevail. 

At  this  point  the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave 


FmnAv,  November  11. 


The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  but 
as  a  great  proportion  of  the  members  were  on 
committees,  who  were  not  ready  to  report,  Mr. 
Steele  moved  that,  in  order  to  afford  those  com- 
mtttees  time  to  prepare  and  bring  in  their  respect- 
ive reports,  the  House  should  adjourn  until  Mon- 
day next;  which  motion  was  unanimously  agreed 


John  W.  Kittbri,  from  Pemuylvutia,  ap- 
peared, produced  hb  credentials,  and  took  his  aeai 

in  the  House  to-day. 

MoKD&Y,  November  14. 

A  petition  of  James  Jackson,  of  the  Smte  of 
Georgia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
complainins  oi  the  undue  election  and  return  a 
Anthony  Wayne,  one  of  the  members  returned 
to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  said  State. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  moved  that  the  petition  should  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of"^  Elections.  He 
offered  several  observations  to  show  the  propriety 
of  giving  early  attention  to  the  business,  particu- 
larly as  the  contested  election  took  place  in  the 
remotest  part  of  the  remotest  State  in  the  Uttion. 
It  was  obeerved  that  a  reference  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  establishing  BD 
uniform  mode  of  proceeding  ia  cases  of  contested 
elections,  appeared  to  be  the  most  eligible.  A 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  Elections  was  ob- 
jected to,  as  the  subject  did  not  come  within  their 
cognizance,  as  that  committee  can  only  detennine 
respecting  the  certificate,  4jv  which  are  required 
from  the  Executive  of  the  State  to  entitle  to  a 
seat  in  the  House.  A  reference  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  report  a  bill  was  also  objected  to,  as 
that  committee  was  not  authorized  to  take  notice 
of  past  transectioas,  or  to  report  a  retrospective 
regulation.  A  select  committee  was  mentioned, 
agreeably  to  the  mode  adopted  in  the  two  con- 
tested elections  which  occurred  in  the  first  Con- 
gress; but,  it  being  observed  that  the  petition  was 
unaccompanied  with  the  requisite  docun^ents  men- 
tioned  in  it,  Mr.  B.  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the 
petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Moses  Hazen  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the  settlement  of  a  claim 
against  the  United  States  as  an  officer  in  the  late 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lear,  with  a 
copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia, 
ratifying  the  first  article  in  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  Congress  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  also,  sundry  papers  relative  to  a 
purchaEfi  of  land  on  the  Great  Miami,  by  John  C, 
Symmes. 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  relating  to  the  Miami 
purchase  be  referred  to  Xke  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  establish 
offices  for  the  purpose  of  granting  lands  within  the 
territories  of  the  United  States. 

The  petition  of  Stephen  Zachary,  merchant,  of 
Baltimore,  was  read,  stating  that,  in  consequence 
of  an  unintentional  error  m  a  bill  of  sale  of  a 
vessel  purchased  at  Port-aU'Prince,  he  had  been 
obliged  to  pay  extra  tonnage  duties,  and  praying 
relief  On  motion,  this  petition  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Fitz- 
aiMONS,  HuoER,  and  Oilman. 

A  petition  of  the  distillers  of  spirits  in  the  town 
of  mltimore  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  a  reduction  of  duties,  and  farther  re- 
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n  and  amendment  of  the  act  passed  al  the 


tary  of  the  Treasury, 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  and 
Report  from  the  Board  of  Commissioaers  for  set- 
tling the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and 
the  individual  States;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  member,  in  his  place^  produced  certain  papers 
Tcspeciin^  the  sale  and  disposition  of  the  mariDe 
hospital  m  the  State  of  Virginia;  which  were 
reaa,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to  examine  the 
same  and  report  his  opioion  thereupon  to  the 

A  petition  of  sundry  persons,  citizens  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  wno  are  holders  of  certain 
bills  of  credit  emitted  under  the  authority  of  the 
late  Congress,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  adequate  provision  may  be 
made  for  tne  redemption  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  said  bills  of  credit,  and  that  they  may 
be  put  on  a  foaling  with  other  public  creditors  of 
the  United  States. 

Ordered.  To  lie  on  the  table. 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petition  of  Rufij 
Hamilton,  which  was  made  to  the  House  of  Ri 


presentatives  the  twenty-f  econd  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety,  staling  sundry 
reasons  in  opposition  to  the  claim  of  the  said 
Rufus  Hamilton.  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petititw 
eaiinot  be  granted. 

RATIO  OF  REFBEaENTATION. 

The  Honse  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  pn  the  Schedule  of  the 
Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  declared  himself  to  be  in  favor  of 
one  Representative  for  every  thir  , 
sons.  The  opinion  of  the  people  should  be  the 
guide  of  the  committee ;  that  opmion,  he  conceiv- 
ed, to  be  in  favor  of  the  ratio  he  had  mentiimed. 

The  representation  ought  as  nearly 


to  express  not  only  the  will,  but  to  participat 
die  wishes  and  interests  of  the  people.     A  1 


representation  embraces  these  interests  more  ful- 
ly, and  is  more  competent  to  giving  and  receiv- 
ing information.  The  objects  of  legislation  are 
such  as  come  home  to  the  doors,  to  the  feelings  of 
every  man ;  the  Government  ought  tberefort 
secure  the  confidence  of  the  people  b^  a  large 
presentation.  The  expense  ne  considered  as 
fling  compared  to  the  benefits — and  the  people 
expect  and  are  willing  to  pay  for  being  well  go- 
verned, and  having  their  liberties  secured.  An  in- 
creased representation,  is  an  additional  security 
against  corruption.  As  to  delays  occasioned  by  a 
numerous  body,  he  observed,  that  the  Representa- 
tives were  chosen  to  deliberate  and  to  mature 
every  subject  before  decision;  he  instanced  the 
^vnntages  derived  from  the  numerous  represent- 


France  and  in  Ireland ;  the  former  had 
Iramed  a  Constitution  in  two  years  for  twenty-ilx 
millions  of  citijiens,  and  provided  for  securing  the 
Liberties  of  their  Country — and  the  latter  had 
proved  a  successful  barrier  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  arbitrary  power  of  England.  He 
concluded,  by  asserting  that  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  proposed  to 
the  Constitution,  which  wouldgive  one  Represent- 
ative to  every  thirty  thousand  persons. 

Mr.  Giles  said  this  subject  had  struck  him  in  two 
points  of  view:  whether  Congress  are  aol  preclud- 
ed from  exercising  any  discretion  on  the  subject? 
AuA  whether,  if  they  are  not,  it  is  expedient  for 
them  loexeicise  th;.s  discretion  at  this  time?  The 
ratio  of  representation  is  a  Constitutional,  and  not 
a  Legislative  act.  He  referred  to  the  Constitution, 
in  which  it  is  said  that  there  shall  be  one  Repre- 
sentative to  every  State;  and  secondly,  that  until 
the  enumeration,  the  number  should  lie  as  therein 
appointed  to  eacn  State.  After  the  enumeration, 
the  number  is  mentioned  below  which  it  shall  not 
be  placed ;  but  there  is  a  negative  power  to  in- 
crease the  ratio,  and  from  this  negative  power,  a 
positive  discretionary  power  is  inferred.  But,  ne 
observed,  that  Congress  had  precluded  itself  from 
a  right  to  exercise  this  discretionary  power,  by  ■ 
sen<£ng  out  to  the  several  State  Legislatures  an 
amendment  on  this  very  subject.  This  amendment 
he  considered  in  a  serious  point  of  view  j  and  had 
this  idea  been  attended  to  at  the  commencement 
of  the  discussion^  he  conceived  that  it  would  have 
prevented  the  opinion  from  being  brought  forward, 
whether  it  was  expedient  that  any  change  in  the 
ratio  of  the  representation  should  take  place.  The 
idea  of  one  to  thirty  thousand,  he  considered  as 
fully  settled  in  the  minds  of  the  people ;  and  a 
change  on  the  part  of  the  Government  woi^d  indi- 
cate a  changeable  dispositioti,  and  a  mutability  of 
counsels,  which  is  but  another  name  for  weakness. 

The  sense  of  the  people  has  been  resorted  to 
by  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  question.  This, 
if  it  can  be  ascertained,  is  undoubtedly  the  beet 
guide ;  and  be  thought  those  in  fovor  of  one  to 
thirty  thousand  had  with  great  propriety  referred 
to  the  Conventions,  and  to  the  acts  (^  Congresa 
itself.  But  the  amendments  are  said  to  have  been 
a  matter  of  compromise,  and  were  insincerely  ac- 
ceded to  by  the  majority  ;  but  even  on  this  ground, 
he  conceived,  that  the  sense  of  the  people  was 
equally  as  well  declared.  He,  however,  differed 
from  gentlemen  in  respect  to  the  motives  which 
produced  those  amenamenls.  In  the  State  he 
came  from,  both  Federalists  and  anti-Federalists 
are  fully  of  opioion  that  further  security  as  to  the 
representation  is  requisite. 

The  numerous  representations  of  the  States, 
whatever  inconveniences  may  attend  them^  plain- 
ly show  the  sense  of  the  people  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  G.  then  took  a  view  of  the  objects  of  lq[iA- 
lalion  to  the  State  Assemblies,  and  of  those  of  the 
General  Government.  In  the  former,  above  one 
thousand  persons  are  employed,  though  their  at- 
tention is  confined  to  their  internal  police.  Those 
of  the  General  (Jovemment.  on  the  other  hand, 
are  on  the  great  objects  of  tne  whole  finance  of 
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the  Union,  a  sum  of  more  th&D  eighty  millioDs  of 
dollars,  &<;..  &.c. 

It  is  said  that  we  shall  want  abilities,  but  1 
^ould  be  sorry  if  a  representation  of  ten  limes 
the  present  number  of  this  House  should  comprise 
the  abilities  of  a  single  Stale. 

He  assigned  difTerent  causes  than  numbers,  for 
the  corruption  in  the  British  House  of  CommODs; 
among  these  were  the  frequent  mortgages  of  the 
Ainds,  and  the  immense  appropriations  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Eiecutive,  the  mode  of  their  elections, 
&c,  A  large  number  is  not  so  easily  corrupted  as 
a  small  body. 

An  inequality  of  circumstances,  he  then  obsery- 
ed,  produces  revolutioDs  in  Oovemment,  froth 
Democracy  to  Aristocracy  and  Monarchy.  Great 
wealth  produces  a  desire  of  distinctions,  rank,  and 
titles.  The  revolutions  in  property  in  this  coun- 
try have  created  a  prodigious  inequality  of  cir- 
Gtmistances.  Government  has  contributed  to  this 
inequality;  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  a 
most  important  machine  in  promoting  the  objects 
of  this  moneyed  interest.  This  Bank  will  be  the 
most  powerful  engine  to  corrupt  this  House.  Some 
of  the  members  are  directors  of  this  institution; 
and  it  will  onlv  be  by  increasing  the  representa- 
tion that  an  adequate  barrier  can  be  apposed  to 
this  moneyed  interest.  Henext  adverted  to  certain 
ideas  which  he  said  had  been  disseminated  through 
the  United  Stales ;  and  here  he  took  occasion  to 
observe,  that  the  Legislature  ought  lo  express  some 
public  disapprobation  of  these  opinions.  The  strong 
Executive  of  this  Government  ought  to  be  balan- 
ced by  a  full  representation  in  this  House.  He 
hoped  (he  motion  to  strike  out  thirty  thousand 
would  not  obtain. 

Mr.  BouoiNOT  closed  the  debate  of  this  day,  by 
a  few  remarks,  reinforcing  bis  former  observations 
in  ftivor  of  an  increased  ratio. 

Tdbshay,  November  15. 

Mr.  Bedqwice,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice, 
.and  from  the  service  of  masters ;  which  was  re- 
,  «eived,  read  twice,  atid  committed. 

RATIO  OF  BBPREeEKTATlON. 

The  House  af»in  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Schedule  of 
the  Elnumerati<Hi  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Page  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.CHAiHMAN:  I  can  no  longer  refrain  from  ex- 
prewins  toy  sentiments  respecting  the  question 
before  the  Committee ;  not  only  because  I  wish  if 
possible  to  remove  the  error  which  I  think  several 
members,  for  whom  I  have  the  highest  respect, 
have  fallen  into,  but  because  I  feel  myself  moie 
interested  in  the  question  than  I  ever  was  in  any 
one  I  have  had  to  decide  on. 

Sir,  it  gave  me  pain  to  find  those  worthy  mem- 
bers calcuUting  and  coldly  applving  the  tules  of 
arithmetic  to  a  subject  beyond  tue  power  of  num- 
bers to  express  the  draree  of  its  importance  to 
their  fellow-citizens.  Iwas  distressed,  sir,  to  find 
that,  in  their  honest  leal  fc»'  securing  order,  de- 


members  in  the  GeneraT  Legislature,  they  li 
arguments  which  have  been  applied  in  other 
countries  to  the  establishment  ol  insolent  Aristo- 
cracies— in  some,  tyrannical  Despotisms— and  in 
others,  EUngs;  those  countries  which  were  most  on 
theirguard  with  a  semblance  of  a  free  GovemmeoL 
Sir,  the  errors  I  wish  lo  correct  are  these: 
They  think  that  because  it  is  frojtoted,  by  a  pro- 
poted  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to  authoriie 
them  lo  interfere  in  the  business  of  ascertaining 
and  fixing  the  ratio  of  representation  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  States,  that  Consress  ought,  without 
any  hesitation,  to  enter  on  that  busineee ;  but  1 
humbly  conceive  that  Congress,  ae  this  is  a  deli- 
cate question  in  which  their  own  weight  and  io- 
portance  must  unite  with  the  weight  Mid  substan- 
tial interest  of  their  constituents,  ought  to  listen  lo 
the  suggestiuns  of  delicacy,  and  leave  its  diacus- 
sion  to  a  disinterested  convention  of  the  States. 
I  say  it  appears  to  me  no  small  error  to  quit  the 

flain  pain  of  legistallon,  marked  out  for  us  by  the 
lonstiiuiion,  needlessly  to  wander  into  the  fieU 
of  political  speculation  respecting  its  supposed 

Let  me,  therefore,  advise  to  leave  the  restrictiao 
of  the  numbers  of  members  of  this  House  to  the 
people,  or  to  some  future' Congress,  which  can  sec 
more  plainly  than  can  now  be  descried,  theevilsof 
a  too  numerous  representation.  By  so  doing,  we 
shall  avoid,  if  not  an  improper  measure,  at  least  a 
rash  step — at  least  we  shall  stand  clear  of  a  char^ 
of  indehcBcy,  and  deprive  our  enemies  of  the  tn- 
umph  they  expectea  In  the  completion  oi  their 
predictions,  that  Congress  would  never  propose 
any  amendments  to  the  Constitution  but  such  Bi 
would  be  subservient  to  their  own  views  and  ag- 
grandisement. Iiet  «s  not  give  tiie  enemies  of 
onr  new  Government  cause  to  exult,  and  its  friendi 
to  sigh  and  mourn.  Let  us  not  give  our  friend* 
occasion  to  repeat  what  many  have  said,  that  so 
many  of  our  citizens  have  been  led  away  by  theo- 
retical writers  on  Government,  as  to  render  it 
problematical  whether  the  American  States  are 
not  at  this  time  as  much  indebted  to  the  National 
Assembly  for  its  remains  of  Republican  princi- 
ples, as  France  was  lo  Congress,  m  1776,  for  their 
firsi  ideas  of  that  Liberty  which  they  now  enjoy. 
Let  us  not,  in  this  moment  of  general  eiultation 
of  the  friends  to  the  Rights  of  Man,  take  a  step 
which  may  damp  (heir  joy,  and  lead  them  to  fear 
thatAmericans,  who  were  foremost  in  theglorion 
career  of  Liberty,  have  stopped  short 

But,  sir,  grandng  that  we  were  now  sitting  ia 
full  Convention,  convened  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
altering  that  article  of  the  Constitution  which  re- 
spects the  number  of  Representatives,  would  it 
not  become  us  to  consider  rather  whal  was  the 
sense  of  the  members  who  framed  that  Constitu- 
tion, and  what  was  and  is  the  sense  of  their  COD- 
stituenls  and  our  own  respecting  it,  than  what 
may  be  the  result  of  our  inquiries  ctwcerning  the 
speculative  opinions  of  writers  on  the  subject  (^ 
Government  or  even  the  real  consequences  of  the 
most  plausible  theories  reduced  to  practice  in  other 
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Bm,  >ot  to  take  np  the  preeioiis  time  of  tfats 
House  with  relations  of  &ets  to  show  what  was 
and  is  the  opiniOD  of  our  fellow'citizem  on  thia 
intatevtiD^  mbject,  I  will  only  state  a  few  ar|;u- 
ments  which  have  weisht  with  me  as  being  in 
AcmMlres  erident  truths,  riz :  Our  CMisiitntioii 
being  framed  bf  the  people,  and  introdnced  to  us 
ia  their  name,  and  Omgress  being  the  creatures 
af  their  will,  spoken  into  existence  by  the  word  of 
ibeir  pOw«,  for  Congress  to  lessen  tkeir  weight, 
to  diminish  th«ir  importotKe,  and  to  exclude  them 
from  u  ftiU  a  share  in  tkeii  own  Government  as 
can  be  ooiuistent  with  the  nature  of  it,  and  indeed 
bom  that  shore  which  the;  chum,  most  be  im- 
politie  and  dangerous. 

But,  granting  that  Ae  peef>le  wished  not  a 
gvaater  share  in  the  Oeaeral  Government  than  is 
jnoposed  by  the  amendmeot,  as  it  is  impossible, 
m  a  eonnt^  like  the  United  States,  that  one  man 
caa  be  ssiBcimtly  inibnned  of  die  (winions,  wishes, 
and  real  Interests  of  thirtf-five  thousand  of  his 
fellow-citixens,  and  therefore  laws  might  be  en- 
acted contrary  to  the  opini<ms,  wishes,  and  inter- 
ests of  the  pestle,  in  much  they  might  neverthe- 
less acquiesce,  sacrificing  their  interests  for  die 
aake  of  peace  and  quiet  to  the  wills  of  their  Re- 
ptesentatives,  one  thirty-five  thousandth  part  of 
their  own  ninnber,  what  frtend  to  his  country 
would  wish  to  see  such  a  dangerous  influence  on 
die  one  hand,  end  stub  a  Uind  Eubmission  on  the 
other?  How  long  coold  an  enligtiteDed  people 
rtnonin  in  such  a  state  of  insensibmiy  and  torporl 
And  'what  might  not  be  the  consequence  of  their 
awnkening  from  their  lethargy  ?  If  not  an  expen- 
sive  revolutien,  an  expensive  repeal  of  Uwi.  And 
hc(«  I  will  remark,  that  the  smallest  number  of 
Legislators,  and  they,  too,  well  selected  for  their 
VMom  and  respeetabtlily,  if  unacmiainted  with 
their  eonstititents,  might  pas*  well-warned  laws, 
fmoded  on  the  wisdom  at  other  conntries,  and  yet 
find  them  disagreeable  to  tiieir  constituents,  and 
be  tmder  a  necessity  of  repealing  Aem ;  but  this 
could  not  be  the  case,  if  me  peo^  had  in  that 
Legirinture  a  suffioient  number  of  Representa- 
tives  on  whose  fidelity,  attachment,  and  disinter- 
estedness they  eoold  rely.  This,  sir,  is  a  truth 
worthy  of  our  attention — «n  ignorance  of  which, 


for  Prance,  the  people  had  such  a  number  oj 
preeeniatiTes  in  the  NatiMwl  Assembly  as  cotild 
engage  their  feeling,  inform  their  jnagment,  at- 
tach their  interest,  and  establish  their  confidence 
in  their  fidelity  and  disinterestedness;  had  that 
Dumber  been  mnch  smaller,  it  is  probable  Prance 
would  never  have  been  delivered  from  oppression 
hy  Aeir  exertions. 

I  believe  the  Natiimal  Assembly  have  judged 
about  seven  hundred  and  fifty  members  sidBcient 
to  repreaent  their  people,  which  on  a  supposition 
that  they  amount  eventotwenty-uxmiUionfi,  will 
be  one  Representative  fw  everv  thirty-fonr  thon- 
■<md ;  a  laiger  representation  inan  is  proposed  by 
the  amendment  before  us ;  but,  sir,  it  is  not  and 
cannot  be  the  interest  or  wish  of  the  petite  at 
luge  to  have  a  small  representatioo  in  Congress 


under  the  present  Qoremment  We  are  told, 
however,  that  to  avoid  expense  the  peonle  wish 
it ;  and  that  to  avoid  confusion  in  this  £Unue  we 
should  comjdy  with  that  wish.  With  respect  to 
the  article  of  expense,  I  think  we  may  with  pro- 
priety make  use  of  anthmetical  calcnlations,  and 
-    find  how  much  at  six  dollars  per  day  paid  to 

e  Representative  it  would  cost  the  diirty  thou- 
sand, divide  six  hundred  cents  by  thirty  thousnnd, 
the  number  of  citizens— and  we  have  one-fiftieih 

a  cent  per  diein,  the  expense  of  each  citizen,  if 

be  equally  divided  ammigst  them;  that  is,  one 
cent  for  every  fifty  citizens  per  diem,  or  which 
must  be  the  same  thing,  one  cent  mnst  be  paid  by 
each  citizen  for  every  fifty  days  session  M  their 
Representative  in  Compress.  Sir,  I  have  the  con- 
solation to  find  that  if  our  CtHsstitmion  had  one 
Repr^ntative  for  every  fifteen,  instead  of  thirty 
thousand,  they  could  well  afibrd  to  pay  them,  and 
thai  if  it  were  even  more  expennve  as  to  the  pay- 
ment of  members,  yet  the  peoide  would  most  cer- 
tainly be  better  saOsfled  wufa  xbe  laws  which  they 
woidd  then  have  so  great  a  ^ure  in  framing.  The 
people  see  that  if  their  interests  are  not  weU  guard- 
ed by  a  sufficient  number  of  their  feUow-citizeiu, 
who  have  a  fellow-feeling,  a  common  interest,  they 
may  be  sacrificed  to  the  ambition  of  some,  or  the 
vanity  of  others."  I  trust,  sir,  that  they  know  too 
well  the  high  t«jcc  they  have  paid  for  the  pur- 
chase of  their  Liberties  to  be  unwilling  to  pay  a 
few  fhithings  for  the  only  possible  means  of  pre- 
servins  them.  They  see  now  that  the  Monarchi- 
cal and  Arisiocratical  part  of  Qovemment  is  to  be 
resCratned — the  former  from  absolute  tyranny,  and 
the  latter  fi-om  an  insufienible  insolence,  by  a  very 
□umerons  body  of  the  Represoitatives  of  the  peo- 
ple alone.  Americans  know,  sir,  that  Uonarchical 
Qoremments  were  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
we^  ignorant  neople,  againsi  the  encToachments 
of  ambitions  ana  ferocious  neighbors ;  and  for  the 
preservation  of  order  ainongsl  Uiemselvn :  that  an 
Aristocraticel  form  became  convenient  to  protect 
them  against  the  oppression  of  tyranny  springing 
up  out  of  Monarchy ;  that  this  form  was  adapted 
to  a  small  progress  m  the  science  of  OovemmenL 
and  that  these  two  forms  properly  checked  and 
controlled  by  the  Democratical  form,  is  still  better 
suited  to  a  general  knowledge  of  that  science;  that 
a  Representative  Government,  such  as  their  own 
is,  every  part  of  vrfaich  is  more  or  lees  pervaded 
by  the  spirit  of  representation,  eannot  by  any  other 
means  be  so  perfectly  secured,  as  by  their  naving 
at  least  as  t\ill  a  share  as  they  have  claimed  in  the 
Democratical  branch  of  their  Qovemment 

!  know,  sir,  that  many  friends  of  our  Constitu- 
tion thought  that  the  ConventioD  did  not  pay  a 
sufficient  attention  to  the  interests  of  their  consti- 

L restrained  them  from  having 
presentative  for  every  thirty 
thousand  citizens.  1  know  that  there  is  a  report 
that  the  people  are  indebted  to  their  President, 
even  for  tnis  share  in  their  Government:  and  I 
Iwlieve,  sir,  if  this  report  be  true,  that  whatever 
has  been  so  justly  said  of  him,  as  compared  to 
Pabius,  to  Hannibal,  to  Alexandn,  may  be  for^ 
gotten,  when  this  instance  of  his  wisdona,  disin- 
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tercstedness,  and  atUchmeut  to  the  iaterests  of  his 
fellow-citizeDs,  will  be  more  and  more  known  and 
-applauded,  and  be  foiefer  engraved  on  the  hearts 
iof  their  pOBleritf.  Shall  we,  then,  Mr.  CbainnoD, 
the  direct  Representalives  of  the  people,  be  less 
attentiTe  (o  their  interest,  and  that  too  re»pectmg 
their  share  in  the  deliberatioiu  of  their  own  House 
of  Representatives,  than  the  Frexident  of  thi 
Convention  wa^l    I  trust  not. 

J  will  not  pretend  to  say,  however,  whether 
an  Assembl;  where  attempts  are  frequently  miide, 
to  carry  into  effect  the  projects  of  Monarchical  oi 
Aristocratic aj  juntos,  the  virtuous  struggles  of  pa- 
triotic members  may  not  produce  mob-uke  disor- 
ders ;  but  in  an  Assembly  like  Congress,  where  I 
ahould  suppose  no  such  i;|uestion  can  be  agitated ; 
none  which  may  not  be  discussed  with  temper  and 
decency,  such  disorder  need  not  be  apprehended. 
I  ^oujd  suppose  there  would  be  less  danger  of 
animosities  and  disorderly  debates  in  Congress, 
tunonffsl  twelve  btmdred  members,  than  in  the 
British  Parliament,  if  it  consisted  but  of  one  hun- 
dred. Where  we  have  all  but  one  and  the  same 
great  object  in  view,  the  happiness  of  our  country, 
(not  the  interests  of  a  particular  body  of  men  born 
with  privileges  insulting  to  the  feelings  and  rights 
of  freemen,  nor  the  whims  of  an  individual,  oom 
to  trample  on  his  fellow  creatures,)  we  can  have 
no  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  one  another. 

Surely,  sir,  unless  these  gentlemen  suppose  the 
members  of  Congress  voia  of  sense,  or  of  every 
idea  of  decency  and  propriety,  they  cannot  sup- 
pose that  even  five  hundred  members  would  not 
be  easily  restrained  within  the  bounds  of  order. 

Upon  the  whole,  1  conclude  that  neither  an 
apprehension  of  expense,  nor  of  disorderly  debates, 
ou^ht  to  induce  this  Committee  to  run  the  risk  of 
bemg  charged  with  indelicacy,  if  not  of  sacrificing 
the  mterests  of  their  constituents.  1  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  worthy  and  ingenious  members  who, 
by  supporting  the  amendment,  have  produced  a 
fall  discussion  of  ibe  question,  will  now  join  with 
me,  and  a  great  majority,  in  voting  against  it. 

Mr.  Steele  said  ne  should  not  have  troubled 
the  Committee  again  if  his  observations  had  not 
been  distorted  by  the  remarks  which  had  been 
made  on  them.  He  hoped  that  what  he  should 
ofier  on  some  of  the  opinions  which  had  fallen 
from  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  him  would  be  re- 
ceived with  that  candor  with  which  he  should  de- 
liver them.  He  professed  to  be  as  warm  a  friend 
to  the  Liberties  of  the  People  as  any  man,  buthe 
differed  in  his  ideas  respecting  the  measures  which 
would  most  efiectually  secure  them.  The  present 
question,  he  thought,  was  not  particularly  inte- 
resti^  to  the  Liberties  of  the  Feofde,  as  the  point 
of  diflerence  would  not  make  a  very  great  varia- 
tion in  that  number  of  the  representative  body 
w%icb  appeared  to  be  the  most  eligible  to  the  ma- 
jority of^  the  committee.  Bat  the  principle  he 
contended  for,  he  conceived,  had  a  very  important 


aspect  on  the  stability  of  the  Government.  The 
sabiect,  therefore,  should  be  considered  principally 
with  respect  to  legislatioUj  the  great  and  essential 
princifjes  of  which  were  involved  in  the  discus- 
sicHi.    And  here  he  thought  that  our  own  experi- 


ence  was  the  beat  instmcler,  for  (he  examples 
quoted  from  Great  Britain  did  not,  in  his  opinioa, 
apply  to  this  country  in  all  respects ;  the  circum- 
stances of  the  people  of  the  respective  eountiiea 
beino;  essentially  different. 

The  States,  experiencing  the  difficulties  uiaing 
from  numerous  Representauve  Assemblies,  hire, 
iq  several  instances,  diminished  them.  The  end- 
less divisibility  of  power  consequent  on  such  num- 
bers, had  fully  satined  the  |)eople  that  the  w&nl 
of  responsibility  waa  the  pernicious  effect  of  a  Uige 
representation ;  they  are  therefore  reducing  those 
unwieldy  bodies  as  fast  as  they  can.  Pennsylvft- 
nia  appeared  to  be  far  happier  since  the  reduction 
of  its  Assembly. 

A  lar^  sphere  of  representation  gave  the  peo- 
ple a  fairer  opportunity  to  select  the  best  charno- 
ters.  They  could  exercise  their  own  judgments 
unbiassed  and  uninfluenced.  The  trust  was  greater 
which  was  conferred ;  and  in  proportion  to  its  maC' 
nitude  would  be  the  public  solicitude  that  it  shonul 
not  be  improperly  delegated.  Besides  which,  it  is 
impossible,  in  a  large  sphere  of  representation,  for 
candidates  to  jHaciise  tnose  little  arts,  so  eommoo 
at  elections;  nor  can  they  go  round  and  take  every 
demagogue  of  the  district  by  the  hand  to  secure 
his  vote. 

As  European  examples  had  been  recurred  to, 
he  would  mention  one  circumstance  which  eon- 
firmed  the  justice  of  his  remarks.  Those  parts  a[ 
Great  Britain  which  are  divided  into  the  taigert 
districts  send  the  smallest  number  of  Represeal*- 
tives — such  as  London  and  the  county  of  York. 
The  latter,  though  containing  more  inbabitanla 
than  the  Ancient  Dominion,  sends  only  two  mem- 
bers .to  Parliament ;  and  the  members  of  those  dis- 
tricts, it  is  remarkable,  have  always  been  the 
staunchest  friends  of  the  Liberties  of  the  People. 
In  noticing  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Giija  and  Ui. 
PiNnLET,  he  said,  that  the  object  of  representK- 
tioo  was  different  from  thai  of  giving  iniormation 
to  their  constituents.  Legislation  was  their  great 
business  {and  not  making  up  weekly  lar^  packets 

send  off  to  the  influoitia]  ctuiraciers  m  the  dis- 

cts  which  the  members  represented  on  the  floor 
of  that  House.  The  people,  it  is  true,  have  a  right 
to  be  informed  of  public  measures,  and  it  is  the 
indispensable  duty  of  Government  to  maka  pro- 
vision for  that  purpos^  and  this  ought  to  be  ctone 
Lhrouffh  the  medium  of  the  post  office.  This  me- 
dium IS  the  only  competent  one,  as  it  will  open 
the  way  for  that  general  information  which  is  ne- 
cessary to  the  security  and  to  the  Liberties  of  the 
People, 

With  respect  to  security  from  corruption  by 
means  of  a  numerous  representation,  he  still  we- 
tained  his  former  opinion.  He  did  not  anticipate 
evils  from  that  quarter. 

He  observed,  that,  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  he 
had  before  expressed  himself  with  rather  more 
zeal  than  be  wished  he  bad ;  but,  as  he  thought  an 
undue  degree  of  censure  had  been  the  consequence, 
it  was  become  necessary,  in  some  measure,  to  jus- 
tify himself,  by  citing  some  examples  to  show 
what  excesses  a  very  numerous  representatire 
body  may  be  guilty  of.    He  Ikon  related  a  tact 
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iHueli  occorred  in  Vt^inia,  Ae  Legnlsture  of 
which,  on  a  certain  occkrioa,  bad  acted  m  r  * 
gbUltre,  ExeeutiTe,  and  Judicial  capacity. 
also  instanced  a  more  recent  &et,  in  the  wci 
from  tbeii  duty  o(&  conaiderable  body  of  the  Re- 
pi«KnIatiTes  of  Pennsylvania.  These  facts  de- 
moDttmted  that  a  nnroerous  representative  body 
mi  liable  to  a  mobbiab  spiriL 

He  next  adverted  particularly  to  some  remarks 
ofMr.Oii^BS,  and  concluded  bj  saying,  that  if  the 
ratio  ia  at  this  time  fixed  at  30,000,  it  must  here- 
after be  increased  ;  in  doing  which,  some  serious 
diSoultiea  may  take  phu;e,  especially  in  respect  to 
thoM  States  vhaaa  number  of  Representatires 
mast,  in  that  case,  be  reduced.  He  thought  it  best, 
dinefore,  to  agree  at  the  present  time  on  a  largei 

Mr.  CLJtKK  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  Uuuble  the 
House  with  a  len^y  discourse,  for  he  had  alwayi 
believed  that  long  speeches  answer  no  valuable 
purpose.  He  meant  only  to  offer  a  few  remarks 
cm  what  bad  been  «aid  in  opposition  to  his  former 
observations,  and  he  hoped  that,  although  the  gen- 
tfemen  contend  for  the  ratio  of  30,000  as  the  only 
faaais  whereon  to  found  the  Liberties  of  the  Peo- 
ple, he  should  not  be  stigmatized  with  the  name 
of  an  Aristocrat  for  voting  in  iavor  of  a  large  ratio. 
Hitherto  he  had  not  borne  tliat  ehaxacter,  and  he 
ooutd  not  soppose  himself  yet  infected,  unless  he 
had  eauebt  the  disorder  since  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  present  House.  Much  has  been  said 
•bout  the  influence  of  the  Bank,  and  that  bank 
directors  are  members  of  the  Uonse  of  Represent- 
atiTes.  The  Bank  (said  he)  is  public  property, 
and  therefore  he  could  not  see  the  force  of  the 
^nlleman's  arguments  respecting  the  dangerous 
mfloenee  of  that  institution,  imless  it  was  £at  be 
was  displeased  at  the  distribution  of  the  shares,  so 
mnch  <a  the  stock  beinc  held  at  New  York  and 
to  the  Eastward,  and  so  little  at  Conogocheague. 
la  the  same  predicament  he  viewed  the  other  ob- 

etions  respecting  the  influence  of  speculators ; 
he  did  not  know  that  any  members  of  the 
House  were  speculators,  neither  could  he  see  any 
danger  from  bribery. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Fihdlby'b  observation,  that 
morcwisdo 


.  .  n  would  be  brought  into  the  House 
by  inmasing  the  ratio,  he  asked  whether  this 
woul^vpt  also  bring  in  more  folly  7  For  the  pro- 
bability ^  that  the  ratio  of  both  wisdom  and  folly 
will  increase  with  the  increase  of  nuubets.  and 
likewise  of  honesty  and  dishonesty ;  and  with  re- 
ject to  the  smallness  of  the  district,  or  that  it  was 
safer  for  a  small  number  to  send  a  member  than 
a  greater,  he  was  of  a  different  opinion,  as  he 
beCeved  that  if  ever  thepracticeof  bribery  should 
come  into  play  in  America,  it  would  be  easier  for 
a  Representative  to  purchase  a  small  district  than 
a  large  one.  If  ever  the  Liberties  of  the  People 
tie  endangered^  it  will  not  be  by  the  smallness  of 
the  representation,  but  by  the  corruption  of  elect- 
on  and  elections.  This  is  the  door  which  Ctm- 
~  e  strictest  manner,  and 
e  against  corruption  in 

fnna  Qeoigia  has  observed,  that 


the  disposition  of  a  great  many  millitxis  of  dollars 
has'been  in  the  hands  of  a  quorum  of  this  House, 
of  whom  it  requires  only  seventeen  to  form  a  ma- 
jority. On  this  Mr,  C.  observed,  that  the  old 
Consress,  which  was  composed  of  a  much  smaller 
number,  were  intrusted  with  the  dispoml  of  larger 
aiiiDi.  although  there  were  sometimes  only  two 
members  from  ih«  largest  State,  Vii^nia,  and  no 
complaints  were  heard  of  their  conduct. 

But  diere  is  an  argument  which  ought  to  have 
weight  in  the  present  question.    The  Senate,  al- 


though a 

fullv  competent  to  judge  of*  our  proceedings,  and 

of  the  safety  of  the  country.   Indeed,  (said  Mr,  C.,) 


imailer  body  than  this  Houae,  are 
fullv  competent  to  judge  of^  ov 


it  appears  very  evident  to  me  that  we  a. . 

want  of  a  larger  number  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  debate  any  qtiestion,  if  it  be  consid- 
ered how  much  has  already  been  said  on  (he  sub- 
ject now  before  us. 

Mr.  ViNiNo  expressed  much  surprise  ihat^e 
subject,  which  to  him  appeared  perfectly  d^na- 
Ue,  should  have  occasionM  the  debate  to  travel  so 
widely  from  the  line  iqarked  out  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  pendulum  seems  to  vibrate  between 
the  numbers81,96,and  113;  and  should  that  pen- 
dulum rest  on  any  one  of  them  in  preference  to 
the  others^  he  CMild  not  suppose  that  it  would  af- 
fect the  Liberties  of  America.  Why,  therefore,  all 
this  extraneous  argument  about  a  point  of  so  easy 
decision?  We  are  sent  here  to  administer  the 
Oovemmeut,  the  first  principles  of  which  are  al- 
ready fixed,  BO  that  neither  branch  can  encroach 
on  the  other.  The  Senate,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, the  President,  have  each  defined  pow- 
ers ;  and  whilst  those  remain,  1  shall  always  be- 
lieve the  Liberties  of  America  are  invulnerable. 

Under  this  impression,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall 
vote  for  striking  out  30,000,  in  order  to  accommo- 
date the  question  to  a  medium.  But  1  shall  do 
different  principles  from  s<Mne  other  gen- 
tiemenj  notwithstanding,  1  at  the  same  time  con- 
fess that  the  ratification  of  the  first  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  ought  to  govern  us  in  deciding 
this  question.  The  spirit  of 'the  amendment  ap- 
pears to  me  clearly  to  imply  that  we  should  not 
:uffer  the  number  c^  Representatives  to  exceed 
me  for  30,000.  I  am  here,  not  as  a  person  who 
:hall  exercise  discretionary  opinions,  but  judge  by 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  And  in  this  case  , 
e  may  increase  the  number,  but  we  cannot  make  ' 
less  after  the  enumeration.  In  the  mean  time, 
until  that  enumeration  is  complete,  Uie  represent- 
ation remains  as  it  has  been  hitherto,  which  I  be- 
lieve may  be  about  one  member  to  ever*  40,000 
-41,000. 
If  we  go  upon  theory  only,  I  would  enlarge  the 
representation  to  its  greatest  extent,  and  hand 
down  the  princijde  to  futurity,  in  letters  of  gold, 
that  a  very  great  representation — that  Democracy 
is  the  very  best  Government  that  can  possibly  be 
devised, ^ovided  it  were  practicable  to  give  itsta- 
bility.  nest  to  a  Qovernment  as  free  as  theory 
could  extend,  we  have  the  fieest  in  the  world— a 
Government  of  representation,  which  will  increase 
with  the  population  of  the  country,  and  the  ten 
new  States  will  always  presove  an  equilibrium ; 
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but  if  yon  increese  it  to  an  extreme,  foa  may  reit- 
der  it  tumultuous,  although  it  may  be  safe. 

Hr.  Chairmaii,  a  ^eat  deal  has  been  said  of  the 
oecesaily  of  planting  strong  guards  aeainst  the  in- 
vatdoDs  of  iaflueniial  chaiacters.  Sir,  I  fear  no 
eormption ;  neither  can  I  see  the  groond  on  which 
it  can  make  an  entry  into  these  walli.  la  the 
Britiih  Pailiament  I  will  admit  that  corruption 
has  planted  her  standard ;  but  that  is  the  natuial 
consequence  of  a  Tery  large  rrpresentaticn,  and  a 
eonslitution  widely  different  from  ours;  and  yet, 
in  that  body,  how  many  patriots  luive  we  not 
known  to  htki  forth  the  language  of  freedom,  as 
loud  and  warm  aa  in  any  part  of  the  earth  !  But 
to  wliat  end  woold  corruptioD  be  attempted  in  this 
Qovenunent,  which  is  in  itself  perfectly  rotatory  ? 
The  President  is  elective  every  four  years,  the  Se- 
nate, by  interlocations,  from  two  to  six  years,  and 
the  House'  of  Representativea  every  two  years. 
Then,  surdy,  sir,  there  is  no  need  of  guards  to 
prevent  the  encroachments  of  corruption,  and  the 
atgunieDt  is  not  in  the  least  appUcahle  to  the  pre- 
sent ayston  of  our  a&irs.  The  difference  between 
Ae  Bute  L^slatures  and  the  National  one  af- 
fords another  security  to  the  citizen.  They  have 
the  power  of  life  and  death,  of  making  lai^  A«., 
and  Congress  have  a  concurrent  legislation  in  such 
afikirsasare  proper.  Eleecionformsanotherbar- 
rier  in  favw  of  the  Liberties  of  the  People ;  for, 
whilst  elections  are  kept  pure  and  free,  there  is 
double  security. 

Calculations  have  been  exhibited  by  several  gen- 
tlemen, and  I  have  likewise  made  one,  although 
not  BO  old  or  experienced  in  calculations  as  some. 
But  I  8od  that  all  those  vibrate  between  the  ratios 
of  30.000  and  40,000 ;  and  it  is  contended  that  the 
people  will  be  better  represented  by  adopting  the 
soulII  ratio,  which  produces  the  largest  representa- 
lion.  But,  sir,  how  many  of  the  people  are  there 
who  are  not  represented  1  Is  the  slave  1  The 
infant  requires  nothing  more  than  nourishment 
from  nature.  By  misapplying  calculations,  you 
may  narrow  down  the  Qovenunent  so  much  as 
to  endanger  its  dissolution ;  but  if  kept  in  a  due 
medium,  you  insure  safety.  The  present  is  a 
laiger  representation  than  either  France  or  Eng- 
land boasts.  <  I  wish,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  support 
the  State  Oovemments,  bull  also  wish  to  support 
.the  Federal  Government. 

I  cannot,  however,  see  the  propriety  of  compar- 
ing this  to  the  Qoveroinent  of  Oreet  Britain,  al- 
though that  is  called  a  Qovernmeot  of  Represent- 
ation, consisting  of  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  <«€ 
of  which  is  elective,  the  Lords  are  hereditary,  and 
the  King  can  do  no  wrong ;  and  it  has  hitherto 
been,  I  believe,  the  next  best  Government,  after 
our  own,  in  the  world.  And  yet  we  know  with 
how  much  telneionce  Ireland  obtained  a  partici- 
pation of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Great  Bri- 
tain} although  a  Plooo  bellowed  forth  with  the 
voice  of  liberty  like  a  Demosthenes,  still  nothing 
could  induce  the  British  Ministry  to  give  way, 
ttntil  the  volanteen  effected  it.  And  have  we  not 
the  volunteers,  sir,  in  this  country  to  protect  our 
rights?  Yes,  sir,  the  American  votiutteen  are 
pmectlj  eompetent  to  this  serviee. 


ealeulatioD  of  the  ratia  of  repii»- 
sentadon.  Admitting  the  Stale  <^  Somfa  Caro- 
lina to  ictura  200,000  inhabtianta,  then  the  ratio 
of  one  to  34,000  will  prodoee  one  hondred  mem- 
bers; if  the  ratio  of  30,000  be  adopted,  there  will 
be  ou  increase  of  thirteen  member^  and  a&OT- 
wards  the  ratio  will  be  one  to  everv  40,006,  ontit 
the  House  shall  consist  of  two  hundred  memben^ 
aAei  which  there  shall  not  be  less  than  two  boD- 
dred  Representatives,  nor  more  than  one  for  ever^ 
50,000  inhabitants.  This,  sir,  ii  the  writ  flf  tbe 
amendment  already  odopud  by  nine  Stale*;  aitd 
-'■-''  —  — •  exercise  the  discretionarv  power  te* 


shall  n 


legated  to  us,  by  giving  celerity  to  the  t 
by  a  bill  ?  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, that  a  trifling  expense  is  no  object  eoatr 
pared  to  the  security  of  the  people ;  but  I  am  sotrf 
to  hear  any  thing  of  locality  or  the  paasionsof  the 
people  introduced  for  the  vaice  of  the  peo[de ;  for, 
if  locality  and  passion  were  to  govern  this  House, 
instead  of  «oa:  popuit,  we  should  soon  have 
occasion  to  term  it  by  another  name,  tha  noar 

I  am  under  no  anwchensions  inmx  the  oteek- 
holders  of  the  Banl^  or  the  speeulaion  in  the 
funds ;  for  it  is  their  inteiest  to  have  a  wise  and 
good  representation.  The  people  who  aie  em- 
ployed io  the  more  uraple  path  of  agrieiiltu«,  m- 
moved  at  a  |;reat  distance,  are  not  more  inWreetei 
in  the  security  of  the  Government  than  the  moia 
informed  stockholder.  As  an  example  of  the  di6> 
oernment  of  the  great  commercial  people  of  Le»- 
d<Ht  aikd  Bristol,  I  need  only  mention  their  cbt»ec 
of  a  Fox  and  a  BuaxB,  for  until  a  late  day  Mr. 
Burke  was  the  champion  of  the  People  and  the 
friend  (^  Liberty. 

If  our  Senate  should  take  any  unwarraalafafe 
stride  towards  Aristocracy,  have  we  not  the  power 
to  check  them  1  No  Preaid«it  can  very  well  at- 
tempt it  at  any  time  hereafter  ;  and  w«  are  pei- 
fectly  secure  m  the  present  time  from  all  si^n- 
cion  of  corruption. 

The  State  which  I  represent  cwitains  59,000 
inhabitants,  and  yet  I  ohall  feel  myBelf  acting  in 
the  line  of  my  duly  by  voting  for  a  ratio  of  34,000^ 
as  coming  nearest  to  the  qiiril  of  the  amendment. 
A  due  proportion  of  firmness  I  think  neoessary  in 
the  Government,  and  we  shall  weaken  it  by  any 
chan^  which  is  not  for  die  better.  I  shrink  from 
nothmg.  sir,  but  a  breach  of  my  duty,  and  it  is  not 
the  public  voice  so  much  as  the  pufalie  good  that 
ought  to  be  considered. 

fai  re[dy  to  the  analogy  introduced  by  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania,  of  a  road,  1  will  beg 
leave  to  mention  another.  Suppose  a  pillar  waa 
to  be  raised  which  could  be  easily  effected  by  one 
hundred  men,  and  that  two  or  three  hundred  were 
employed,  would  not  this,  in  the  language  of  the 
venerable  Fa  an  kli  n,be  paying  dear  for  the  whistle  ) 
But  this  is  a  subject  which  1  should  be  sorry  to 
view  with  a  ludicrous  face.  It  is  a  question  of 
Liberty,  wherein  the  Slate  Governments  have  aa 
equal  share  of  security  ;  and  let  the  pendulum  of 
the  ratio  alight  either  Wow  or  above  ninety-aeven 
or  one  hundred  and  thineeiu  there  is  equal  saJetjr. 
And  all  ^t  haa  been  said  goes  to  prove  that  aa 
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|liB  pi^iiluiMi  inereaMa,  we  cnubt  to  iBcieue  the 
representation  ia  that  ratio ;  andat  pieseat  I  think 
the  aambei  34,000  will  meet  the  sense  of  Ame- 
rica. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusB  said  he  had  ever  been  »  friend 
to  a  Republican  farm  of  Grovemment,  and  Grod 
forbid,  that  he  should  ever  gire  his  vote  for  any 
measure  ilial  should  endanger  the  Liberties  of  his 
Country.  He  was  in  favor  of  an  energetic  Qo~ 
rernment,  as  that  alone  can  secure  the  blessings  of 
Liberty.  As  to  the  dread  of  corruption  in  this 
House,  which  some  gentlemen  appeared  to  enter- 
tain, he  thought  there  was  no  foundation  for  such 
an  apprehension  ;  al  least  as  the  idea  refers  to  one 
or  two  hundred  Representatives — two  hundred  he 
contended,  were  as  easily  corrupted  as  one.  Sut 
the  corruption  contemplated  was  a  mere  matter  of 
opinion ;  no  facts,  he  presumed,  existed  in  this 
country  to  justify  e  positive  assertion ;  and  as  to 
foreign  countries,  it  seems  to  he  conceded  that  a 
larger  oomber  than  any  that  has  been  mentimed 
iesusceptible  of  undue  influence.  He  then  advert- 
ed to  ttae  restrictions  on  the  PresideiU  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Senate,  in  respect  to  the  means  of 
corrupting  the  Legislature.  The  CoDstitutioo  has 
also  made  provision  to  secure  the  independence  of 
the  members  &c.  He  then  urged  some  difficulties 
li^ch  would  be  occasioned  by  a  small  ratio.  He 
obaerred  that  the  population  of  some  of  the  States 
isoearly  stationary:  if  a  small  ratio  is  now  estab- 
lished, the  consequence  will  be  when  it  is  aug- 
mented, that  the  representation  of  those  States 
must  be  diminished.  This  would  be  a  measure 
that  would  be  greatly  disliked.  With  respect  to 
the  fvoposed  amendment,  he  thought  it  was  en* 
tirely  out  of  the  question,  till  it  was  ratified  by 
three-fourths  of  Ae  States.  A  very  numerous 
TttpreaentatiOB  would  tend  to  weaken,  if  not  de- 
slioy  the  State  Governments,  and,  in  the  issue, 
WGWd  destroy  the  Qeneral  Government.  For, 
sud  he,  they  mutually  depend  oo  each  other  for 

I&i.  Seuowick  rose  for  inquiry,  Whether  if  the 
word  thirty  should  be  struck  out,  it  can  be  restoredl 
for,  though  he  wished  for  an  increase  of  the  ratio, 
yet  he  thought  it  ought  to  stop  short  o(  forty  thou- 
sand. He  was  in  lavor  of  """^ing  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  the  rule  to  ^ide 
the  House.  He  bad  no  idea  that  the  Liberties  of 
this  country  depended  on  the  difference 
npre»entation  between  one  hundred  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  members.  With  more  than 
eighteen  hundred  watchmen,  in  the  State  L««is- 
laiores,  he  conceived  that  toe  Liberties  of  mis 
conntiy  were  perfectly  safe — and  he  never  could 
believe  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  would 
ever  be  slaves.  He  was  sure  they  never  would, 
«o  long  as  they  were  just  to  thenuelres  and  de- 
serve to  be  free. 

Mr.  Hbistbb  was  in  favor  of  retaining  the 
ntio  of  one  to  thirty  thousand.  He  stated  sundry 
particulars  respecting  the  very  distMit  local    '' 


Mr.  KiTOSELL  was  in  favor  of  a  numerous  repis- 
senlation.  He  thought  the  amendment  proposed 
m  the  Constitution  ought  to  be  the  guiae  to  the 
House  on  this  occasion.  He  did  not  draw  his  ideas 
of  what  should  constitute  a  proper  representation, 
from  the  examples  cited  from  foreign  countries; 
was  he  actuated  by  an  apprehension  of  coi- 
ruptioD,  as  more  applicable  to  a  small  number  than 
I  large  oae ;  but  when  he  considered  the  vari- 
_  _  objects,  views,  denominationa,  professioos,  call- 
ings and  interests  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
State^  he  was  fully  convinced  that  a  large  renre- 
sentatiOD  was  necessary  to  eml^ace  the  wishes 
mswer  the  expectations  of  the  peo^e.  He 
should,  therefore  vote  againit  the  motion  for  stri* 
king  out  thirty  thousand. 

Mr.  FiNDLBY  rose  to  eifdain  certain  expresaiona 
which  he  said  had  been  misunderstood.  He  de- 
fended the  opioLOQ  he  bad  before  advanced  re- 
specting a  large  represenlation.  in  reply  to  Mr. 
C(.uiK,  he  obwrveo,  that  the  information  to  which 
he  alluded  when  he 'said  that  a  laiger  number 
would  eoable  the  Representatives  to  aduK  the 
laws  and  piooeedings  of  Qovemment  to  the  cu- 
cumstances  of  the  country,  was  that  species  of 
knowledge  which  arises  bom  a  more  perfect  re- 
presentauooi  of  the  wants,  wishes,  and  intereMs  at 
the  people. 

Mr.  Qbbbt  took  a  general  surrey  of  the  argu- 
ments asaiust  the  proposed  ratio  of  one  to  thirty 
thousand.  In  noticing  the  objection  from  the  insta- 
bility of  the  State  L^iislatures,  he  said  it  was  not 
owing  to  their  numbers,  but  to  the  mode  in  which 
they  are  elected-  Were  the  Senates  and  Executives 
of  tne  several  States  chosen  as  those  of  the  Oetteial 
Government,  there  would  have  beeaas  muchstahil- 
'-  and  consistency  in  their  transactions,  as  in  those 
the  Government  of  the  Union.  A  gentleman 
had  said  that  the  proposed  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  had  b^n  adopted  with  reluctance  by 
some  of  the  States  whiob  had  accepted  them. 
He  called  on  the  gentleman  to  produce  his  autho- 
rities for  this  assertioD.  A  relative  proportion 
between  the  members  of  the  House  and  the  senate 
had  been  suggested ;  this  idea  had  no  foundation 
ia  the  Cmtstitution.  And  he  further  observed,  that 
the  Constitutim  has  so  completely  guarded  and 
secured  the  rights  and  independence  m  the  Senat^ 
that  be  conld  not  conceive  of  the  apprehensions  of 
gentlemen,  who  appear  to  think  that  an  increase 
of  the  members  of  this  Hoose  will  overwhelm  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  In  all  events,  the  privi- 
leges of  that  bc^y  will  remain  the  same.  The 
Slates,  it  is  said,  have  reduced  their  Representa^ 
tive  Assemblies.  This,  so  far  from  being  an  argu- 
ment against  the  proposed  ratio,  was  directly  in 
lavor  of  it.  The  dunmutioa  of  the  State  IjBpAi- 
tures  has  been  occasianed  by  the  idea  which  the 
people  entertain  of  the  increasing  importance  of 
the  General  OoverouKnt  The  objects  of  legial*- 
tion  to  both  Governments  are  nearly  similar ;  thejr 
lelaie  to  those  important  concerns  which  interest 
thefeeliiisi  of  every  citizen, of  the  United  States; 
all  the  dilerence  liee  in  the  magnitude  of  dimr 
re^ecUve  spheres  of  action.  Hence,  it  must  evi- 
deimy  be  the  wish  and  axpnelatioa  of  (be  petqiU, 
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that  their  interests  in  every  point  of  fiew,  should 
be  fully  Biid  adequately  repFesented  in  this  House. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  said, 
that  extending  the  sphere  of  representation  will 
lead  toB  choice  ofmore  competent  characters;  but 
he  observed,  that  the  larger  the  sphere,  the  less 
knowledge  of  the  merits  of  candidates;  and  the 
electors  will  be  obliged  to  rote  on  trust.  The 
mode  of  election  in  Great  Britain,  and  not  the 
number  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
is  the  source  of  that  corruption  which  has  been  so 
frequently  alluded  to.  The  mode  of  election  in 
thai  country  admits  of  an  EzecutiTe  influence  in 
the  election  of  a  majority  of  the  members.  This 
is  the  rotten  part  of  their  Constitution  which  re- 
quires amputaiioD.  He  did  not  anprehen'd  any 
oanger  from  undue  attempts  to  influence  or  cor- 
rupt the  members  of  the  House ;  but,  though  be 
admitted  that  the  GoTemment  may  be  untainted 
at  the  present  time,  yet  he  conceived  it  the  best 
pcdicy  to  prevent  the  evil,  rather  than  to  wait  for 
a  corrupt  administration  and  then  to  se«k  for  a 
remedy.  The  idea  which  bad  been  suggested, 
that  increasing  the  Federal  representation  would 
tend  to  diminish  the  importance  of  the  State  Go- 
Teraments  in  the  estimation  of  the  people,  he  con- 
ceive'd  had  no  foundation.  It  supposed  a  want  of 
wisdom  in  the  community  at  large,  which  snppo- 
sition  bad  nothing  to  support  it.  The  people  know 
that  their  happiness  depends  on  preserving  the 
balance  between  the  State  Governments  and  that 
of  the  Union.  The  Qovemment  cJ  the  Union  has 
been  justly  cornered  to  a  pyramid.  He  wished 
that  the  base,  which  was  constituted  by  the  Repre- 
sentative body,  might  be  broad,  in  order  to  give 
it  stability ;  and  therefore  hoped  that  the  original 
motion  of  one  Representative  to  every  thirty  tnou- 
aand  persons  would  be  adopted. 

The  resolution  being  again  read,  in  the  fbllon- 
ing  words: 

"  Reiohed,  That  the  nnmber  of  RepmentatiTee  shall, 
until  the  next  enumeration,  be  one  tor  thirty  thontand." 

The  question  was  taken  thereupon  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House.— Yeas  35,  Nays  23,  as  follows : 

YiAs. — Abraham  Baldwin,  Egbert  Beuaon,  John 
Brown,  William  Findlcj,  Thomas  Fiuimooa,  Elbridge 
Gany,  William  B.  Giles,  Jamea  Goidon,  Andrew  Gragg, 
Samuel  Griffin,  Daniel  Heiater,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel 
Jacob*,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kitteia,  John  Lau- 
ranca,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  James 
Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augiutuii  Muhleny 
beig,  William  Vans  Marray,  John  Page,  Joiish  Parker, 
Joshua  Seney,  Upton  Sheridine,  "niomas  Sumptei, 
Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abrmham  Venable,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  An- 
thODj  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  and  Francii  Willis. 

lixtt, — Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Bobert 
Barnwell,  Eliaa  Bondiuot,  Shesnaabab  Bonme,  Benja- 
min Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Ben- 
jamin Goodhue,  William  Bany  Grove,  James  HiUhoUM, 
Bamael  Livennore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Nathaniel  Nilea, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jereofiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith, 
William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges,  George 
Thatcher,  John  Vining,  and  Artemaa  Ward. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
louit  to  the  said  res«dution ;  and  that  Mr.  PAGi 


Mr.  MoRRAT,  and  Ur.  Hacon  do  prepare  and 

bring  in  the  same. 

Wbdnesdat,  November  16. 

Mr.  Goodhue  presented  a  petition  from  the 
merchants  and  distillers  of  the  town  of  Salem,  in 
Massachusetts,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  duty 
imposed  on  spirits  of  domestic  manufacture,  ana 
an  increase  in  that  on  foreign  spirits,  with  sundry 
other  modifications  of  the  Taw.  Referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  tne  district  of  Kentucky,  prayins  to 
be  relieved  from  the  operation  of  the  excise  fiw, 
until  the^  shall  have  oDtained  the  free  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi.  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  so  far  as  it  respects  a  temporary 
suspension  ttt  the  excise  law. 

PUBLIC  CBBDITOHa 

Mr.  FiTZfliMONS  called  up  the  petition  of  a 
committee  of  the  public  creditors  who  twned 
money  to  the  United  States,  between  September, 
1777,  and  March,  1778,  and  moved  that  it  should 
be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for 
his  opinion  on  the  prayer  ol  the  petition. 

Mr.  SEnowicK  observed,  that  the  subject  of  this 
petition  had  undergone  a  decision  during  the  last 
session,  when  a  petition  of  a  similar  nature  was 
presented.  Specolation  had  already  taken  a  sutiS- 
ciently  ample  range  through  the  United  States ; 
and  he  ho[^d  no  new  paths  would  be  opened  for 
its  futnre  walks.  He  would  move  that  the  pn 
of  the  petition  should  not  be  granted. 

Mr.  F1TZ9IM0NB  said,  that  the  nature  of  the  pe- 
tition seemed  to  be  misunderstood.  He  was  as 
little  disposed  as  any  gentleman  on  the  floor  to 
innovate  in  the  funding  system.  He  would  not 
undertake  to  pronounce  that  the  petitioners  were 
entitled  to  any  relief,  but  be  thougnt  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  did  not  consider  this  case  as  pro- 
vided for  under  the  funding  law;  in  which  case, 
he  thought  that  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the 
House  were  interested  in  taking  the  same  into 
consideration. 

Mr.  Gerbt.  after  giving  the  history  of  the  emis- 
sion of  the  bills  of  credit  in  question,  urged  the 
propriety  of  doing  equal  justice  to  every  class  of 
the  public  creditors,  and  declared  in  favor  of  the 
reference  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
would  state  lacta,  upon  which  the  House  could 
determine  whether  or  no  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
could  be  granted. 

Mr.  Sedowick  thought  a  sufficient  provision 
had  been  made ;  that  it  was  not  the  interest  of 
the  people  to  proceed  any  farther;  this  would  only 
raise  passions  that  were  now  subsided,  but  had 
heretofore  been  productive  of  considerable  mis- 
chief to  the  country ;  it  would  show  the  people 
that  the  House  entertained  doubts  respecting  the 
sufficiency  of  the  provision ;  speculators  would 
employ  all  their  arts  to  draw  the  certificates  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  present  holders;  and  he 
left  it  to  gentlemen  to  determine  whether  snch  a 
scene  of  speculation  would  prove  advantageous  to 
the  cotmiry.    Besides,  he  would  ask,  i^ether  the 


>9S 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


194 


NOTKMBH,  1791.] 


CkrtifaiaUt  ofPvbHc  Debt. 


fH.oFR. 


inquired  ptoniion  could  be  nuule  without  aheiing 
the  syatetn already  established? 

Mr.  Gebbt  obserred,  that  the  objection,  drawn 
from  specolatioUj  would  prore  an  argnment 
equally  valid  against  funding,  and  ereii  against 
the  coinage  of  maaey,  since  gamblers  would  apply 
the  coin  to  the  purposet  of  gaming.  It  had  Been 
said  that  many  of  the  certi&ates  m  question  had 
been  lotined ;  out  he  would  ask,  whether,  because 
a  number  of  persona,  not  knowing  their  rights,  had 
rielded  them  up,  an  argument  could  thence  be 
drawn  why  others,  who  uudeistood  their  rights, 
should  not  maintain  them,  or  why  the  former 
should  not  be  redressed  1  Ought  the  Govemmem 
to  take  advantage  of  the  ignotance  of  the  pabJic 
creditors  1 .  He  hoped  not.  The  former  memorial, 
to  which  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Sbdowicc]  alluded, 
was  yery  different  fVom  the  present  one,  and  coo- 
tained  many  matters  which  would  have  required 
a  total  alteration  of  the  funding  system. 

Mr.  LAnBANCE  lawno  necessity  for  a  reference: 
a  knewle^K^  of  facts  eoald  be  obtained  from  the 
joamalB  of  Congress.  As  to  applying  to  the  Se- 
cretary for  his  opinion,  this  would  only  prove  a 
source  of  embarrassment ;  better  to  take  it  up  in 
C<»nmittee  of  the  Whole,  or  in  the  House,  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  his  opmion.  When  the  scale 
of  depreciation  was  appQed  to  the  public  debt,  it 
was  unequally  applied,  some  receiving  interest  on 
the  nomuuil,  oth^  on  the  specie  nlue.  In  the 
fonding  bill,  it  was  contemplated  that  the  former 
class  should  he  allowed  such  interest  up  to  the 
close  of  the  last  year;  and  the  only  question  now 
ia,  whether  any  alteration  shall  be  made  in  the 
rending  bill — whether  one  clasc  of  public  credi- 
tors shall  have  a  different  measure  of  justice  dealt 
out  tothemfrom  what  others  hare  had?  Uecon- 
oluded  with  a  wish  (hat  the  subject  should  be 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

The  qoestion  on  the  reference  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  then  taken,  and  lost:  where- 
upon, 

Mr.  LArsANOE  moved  that  the  petition  should 
he  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  BotroiHOT  was  of  ojHnion  that  the  funding 
system  had  done  ample  justice,  and  that  those 
who  complied  with  it  hare  no  reasonable  ground 
of  complaint.  At  the  time  of  the  passing  the  law, 
it  had  been  said  that  men  would  be  forc^  by  it  to 
come  in  and  subscribe  whether  ihey  would  ornot; 
a  clause  was  therefore  inserted  in  faror  of  non- 
sabscribing  public  creditors,  by  vulue  of  which 
the  petiiiooers  who  are  of  the  non-subscribing 
class  consider  themselves  in  the  same  situation  as 
before  the  law  was  enacted ;  but  an  improper  con- 
Etructioo  has  been  given  to  thai  clause,  and  there- 
fore it  is  that  the  creditors  complain.  Were  any 
one  of  them  to  bring  an  action  against  the  public 
officers,  he  would,  in  his  opinion,  obtain  redress. 
They  ap[died  to  the  House  for  redress,  and  the 
question  was.  whether  they  should  be  forced  to 
tiubscribe,  or  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  their  con- 
IractT  He  did  not  wish  that  any  man  should  he 
forced  to  comjdy  with  the  terms  of  the  fimding 
system  aninst  his  will ;  he  would  have  every 
man  at  Qberty  to  aec^  or  reject  than  at  his 


pleasure ;  and  he  thon^t  it  tuireaauiablB  that  any 
man  should  have  his  six  per  cenL  reduced  to  four, 
without  his  own  cmaent. 

Mr.  FiTzaiHONe  thought  further  information  on 
the  subject  necessary,  and  therefore  it  was  that  he 
favored  the  reference.  One  circumstance  was 
unattended  to  by  the  gentlemen  who  had  spoken 
on  the  subject;  and  mat  was,  that  the  non^euh- 
subscribing  creditors  must  deliver  up  tlie  original 
certificates  before  they  can  receive  Uieir  interest; 
but  this  thev  do  not  choose  to  do,  because  these 
certificates  Sear  a  promise  of  interest  on  the  ori- 
gmal  value,  and  they  would  afterwards  receive 

terest  only  on  the  reduced  value. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  commit- 

ent  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  lost. 

Mr.  SESowioif  moved  a  resolution  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  cannot  be  granted. 

The  question  being  called  for,  Mr.  B&bhwell 
observed,  that  he,  and  probably  some  others  of  the 
new  members,  were  not  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  subject;  and  therefore  he  wi^ed  the 
question  mignl  be  postponed.  The  resolution  was, 
-  consequence,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ladb&nce  then  called  up  a  petition  of 

udry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
holders  of  certain  bills  of  credit  issued  in  1780. 
Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
consider  and  repwt  his  opinion  thereon. 

Mr.  Baldwin  called  up  the  petition  of  Oeneral 
Jackson,  relative  to  the  Georgia  election ;  which, 
after  some  debate,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
heretofote  appointed  to  report  a  regular  and  uni- 
form mode  of  proceeding  in  cases  of  contested 
ejections. 

Tbosodat,  November  17. 

Two  other  members,  (o  wit :  from  New  York, 
CoBRELioa  C.  SoBOONHAKER,  and  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, Tbohas  Hartlet,  appeared,  produced 
their  credentials,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 
CEHTIFICATE8  OF  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  pro- 
;eeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lewal  of  lost  or  destroyed  certificates— Mr.  Mdb- 
MNSEBO  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"lost  or,"  as  he  thought  that  the  public  ought  to 
be  secured  in  cases  of  lost  certificates;  and  iliat  if 

ly  security  could  be  provided,  it  must  be  in  some 

ode  that  was  not  pointed  out  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Laobance  thought  the  provisions  made  in 
the  bill  were  sufficient;  that,  if  an  accurate  de- 
scription of  the  lost  certificate  was  published,  and 
'  .  the  power  of  the  public  officer  to  disco- 
ihet  snch  certificate  had  been  issued, 
and  that  sufficient  security  was  given  to  reAma 
the  money  to  the  United  States  m  case  the  lost 
paper  should  again  appear,  he  did  not  see  what 
"convenience  could  result  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Sbdowiok  suggested  many  difficulties  that 

ust  arise  from  the  want  of  checks,  from  the  loan- 
ing of  certificates,  and  other  circumstances,  that 
would  render  it  impossihle  to  detect  frauds.  He 
would  wish  that  those  who  have  unfortunately 
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loM  their  certificates  shmiU  be  ia^mniSed,  iftiiis 
eoold  be  done  with  safelf ;  but,  since  it  appeared 
impracticable^  he  thought  it  better  that  indiTidn- 
al(  ^ould  suffer  than  to  make  a  proTision  lor  them 
tbnt  mu»t  be  productive  of  scmuch  inconrenieitce 
to  the  pablic. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  allowed  that  some  relief  might  be 
afforded  ia  cases  of  destroyed  certificates,  and  that 
the  United  Slates  ooeht  not  to  avail  themselves 
of  their  destruction.  But  since  the  United  States 
are  not  to  pay  the  same  certificates  twice,  aod  the 
person  who  receives  payment  for  a  lost  one  must 

E're  security,  in  case  of  its  re-ftppearance  he  will 
obliged  to  refund,  and  thus  will  gain  nothing 
but  trouble  by  the  renewal.  On  the  whole,  he 
thought  it  best  that  the  bill  should  extend  no  fur- 
ther than  to  certificates  that  had  been  destroyed, 
and  therefore  was  in  favor  of  striking  out. 

Mr.  Wadswohth  also  thought  it  impracticable 
to  guard  against  frauds,  and  was  in  favor  of  stri- 
king out;  otherwise,  he  would  be  willing  to  grant 
relief  to  the  losers  of  certificatee. 

Mr.  HiLLBouaa  observed,  that  in  privBte  con- 
tracts a  Court  of  Chancery  never  obliges  to  the 
renewal  of  an  obligation,  except  when  it  is  proved 
to  have  been  destroyed;  though  there  is  less  dan- 
ger of  fraud  in  transactions  between  individuals 
thaa  in  the  more  extensive  ones  of  the  United 
State^  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  United  States 
should  take  so  much  trouble  as  must  necessarily 
attend  the  business  of  renewal.  It  would  only  be 
holdinff  out  an  encouragement  to  negligence  in 
the  holders  of  certificates. 

Mr.  Lacbance  observed,  that  descriptions  of 
these  certificates,  for  which  a  provision  was  now 
contemplated,  being  lodged  in  the  Treasury,  suffi- 
cient information  can  there  be  obtained  to  guard 
against  imposition ;  that  a  Court  of  Chancery  will 
order  the  renewal  of  a  bond,  even  when  its  de- 
struction cannot  be  positively  proved;  and  that 
since  the  United  States  would  suffer  no  loss  or 
inconvenience,  he  wished  toafibrd  relief  to  unfor- 
tunate individuals. 

Mr.  Sedowick  observed,  thai  it  would  be  verv 
difficult  for  a  public  officer  to  ascertain  the  trutn 
respecting  a  certificate  that  might  have  been  is- 
sued in  Georgia,  paid  into  the  sub-Treasury, 
thence  re-issuea,BDalrensferred,  perhaps,fromone 
eitremity  of  the  United  States  to  the  other;  be- 
sides, when  a  number  of  certificates  Jjavt  been 
loaned,  and  one  new  certificate  given  for  the  ag- 

Segate  sum,  how  can  the  officer  determine  wbe- 
er  a  certificate,  said  to  be  lost,  may  not  have 
been  one  of  the  number  1 

Mr.  HiLLBODSE  did  not  think  one  instance  could 
be  produced  of  relief,  given  by  Chancery  in  cases 
of  lost  purities,  except  where  the  debtor  hod  sur- 
reptitiously got  possession  of  the  papers. 

Mr.  Lee  was  against  striking  ont;  and.  as  ad- 
ditional security  to  the  United  States,  wished  that 
such  as  mi^t  be  found  guilty  of  frauds  respecting 
lost  certificates  should  he  sobject  to  a  penalty. 

Mr.  QiLEB  though  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  wished  to  have  it  as  unexcep- 
tionable as  possible,  in  case  it  should  pass;  where- 
fore, from  the  impracticability  of  at  once  giving 


relief  to  the  unforttmate  losers  of  certificMes,  unl 
at  the  same  time  securing  the  United  States,  be 
was  in  ftvor  of  striking  ont. 

Mr.  Bahhwell  thought  the  securitv  provided 
in  the  bill  by  no  means  sufficient;  would  havethe 
original  certificate  of  no  avail  in  case  of  renew^ 
ana  wished  the  reitewal  not  to  take  place  for  two 
or  three  years. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  fbr 
striking  out,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Two  other  amendments  were  proposed  and  cM- 
ried,  extending  the  time  for  the  renewal  and  issu- 
ing of  the  certificates;  after  which,  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with  amendments.  The 
House  proceeding  to  take  the  came  into  conaiile- 
tation,  some  opposition  was  made  to  the  one  that 
excluded  the  lost  certificates;  and,  before  the  quet- 
tioa  cotiid  be  taken  on  it,  the  House  adjourned. 

FainAV,  November  18. 

Mr.  Pagb_,  from  the  committee  eppoinied,  pr»- 
sented  "a  bill  Apportioning  the  Reprssentatioii  «f 
the  peofde  of  the  United  States  according  to 
the  first  Enumeration ;"  which  was  received,  re«d 
twice,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  «  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  coveTiMg 
his  account  of  indents  of  interest  received  and  is- 
sued from  the  first  of  July  to  the  thirtieth  4^ 
September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  am) 
ninety-one,  inclusive;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Litehmore,  from  the  standing  Committee 
of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter 
from  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
containing  the  resignation  of  William  Piukkbt, 
a  member  returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the 
said  Slate,  and  also  a  certificate  of  the  election  of 
John  Francis  Mercer,  in  the  room  of  the  said 
William  Penkhst,  made  a  report;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tanle. 

A  memorial  of  the  commissioned  officers  serving 
in  the  army  of  the  United  Stales,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  stating  the  inadequacy  of 
their  pay  subsistence,  and  forage,  under  the  pre- 
sent estanlishment,  and  praying  that  the  same 
may  be  augmented.  Reierred  to  Mr.  Lauraroi, 
Mr.  WiLLiAHBOn,  and  Mr.  Kitchell,  with  in- 
struction to  examine  the  same,  and  report  their 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Ams8,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  netitiom  of  James  Jackson,  complaitt- 
ing  of  an  unoue  election  and  return  of  AnthonT 
WATiiB,  a  member  returned  to  serve  in  this  House 
for  the  State  of  Georgia,  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CEBTIFICATE8  OF  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  committee,  to 
the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  lost  or  destroyed  cer- 
tificates. 

On  the  first  amendment  for  striking  ont  the 
words,  "or  lost," 

Mr.  Ln  expressed  a  wish  to  provide  for  the 
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renewal  of  loM  entiAcales;  but  he  would  qualify 
that  {WDTiBioD,  by  putioukrly  deai^atuig  what 
kind  of  lo«t  cerCificales  he  meant,  viz:  nich  only 
aa  from  BirongpreeamptiTeevideiiceappeaT  to  have 
been  dealrofea.  In  any  other  case,  whoc  a  mm 
sees  that  he  esBBOt  expect  a  renewal,  he  will  give 
himself  no  useless  trouble  on  the  occasion;  and 
when  tbe  law  is  explicit,  be  will  hare  uo  occasion 
to  consult  a  lawyer.  Tbe  House,  he  observed, 
ovgbt  not  to  make  laws  to  be  construed  by  law^ 
yera,  but  to  be  understood  by  the  people.  He  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  amendment,  by  retaining  tbe 
word  "lost"  and  striking  oat  "or  destroyed,"  add- 
ing at  tbe  end  of  the  clause  a  proviso,  that  tbe 
elaunact,  before  be  should  be  entitled  to  a  r^iew- 
al,  should  furnish  strong  presumptire  evidence  «f 
the  destruction  of  his  certificates. 

Mr.  Sboswick  declared  himself  at  a  loss  t« 


If  the  Howe  undertook,  u>  ^uu  u»uui<;c,  >»  usimc 
what  species  of  evidence  should  establish  the  foct, 
he  savr  no  reason  why  they  might  not  do  it  in 
every  other  instance.  This  was  never  attempted 
by  any  Legislature;  and  the  attempt,  if  made, 
would  tend  to  embarrass  all  kind  of  investigation, 
and  involve  tbe  legal  code  in  obscurity. 

Mr.  LdE  was  equally  desirous  with  the  gentle- 
man last  up  to  have  tbe  laws  intelligible  to  every 
individual.  Ue  had  no  idea  of  entering  into  a 
detail  of  tbe  evidence.  He  meant  no  more,  than 
that  strong  presumptive  evidence  should  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  proof  of  the  destruction  of  any  cer- 

Mr.  Ct-iBB  apprehended,  from  the  turn  which 
the  debate  had  taken,  that  tbe  grand  object  of  at- 
tention would  be  lost  in  tbe  word  "lost."  There 
was  but  a  single  instance  to  be  found  in  any  na- 
tion, of  sucba  provision  as  was  now  contemplated ; 
it  is  not,  nor  ever  was  made  by  any  bank;  when 
Congress  heretofore  made  such  a  provision,  it  was 
at  a  period  when  war  raged  through  tbe  country, 
and  It  WB3  a  piece  o{  necessary  policy  to  keep  the 
peofil  e  in  good  humor,byrenewingtheir  certificates, 
which  bad  been  destroyed  by  tbe  enemy  in  burn- 
ing their  houses;  but  as  no  each  reason  exists  in 
(he  present  dar,  he  hoped,  if  tbe  bill  should  pass, 
the  report  of  tne  committee  would  be  adopted,  as 
the  lesser  of  two  evils',  for,  as  (o  his  part,  he  did 
not  wiisb  to  see  any  provision  made  at  all. 

Mr.  KiTOSHLL  wished  to  retain  the  word,  "de- 
stroyed," in  preference  to  "lost,"  in  case  the  biU 
^ould  pass.  He  thoaght^  however,  that  the  House 
would  act  wisely  in  avoiding  to  establiKb  any  ge- 
neral  role  for  such  casea,  ana  keeping  tbem  indi- 
vidually under  their  own  immediate  inspection. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  first  amend- 
ment of  the  committee,  and  carried;  and  the  other 
■mendmenn  being  severally  considered  and  agreed 

Mr.  Obbbt  objected  to  the  passing  of  the  bill  in 
its  present,  or  in  any  other  form.  He  did  not  wish 
to  take  advantage  oT  the  miafbrlunes  of  those  who 
had  lost  their  evidences  of  the  public  debt.  He 
wished  to  give  every  individual  an  opportunity  of 
recovering  bis  right,  so  far  as  that  could  be  grant- 
ed conuB(«Btly  with  the  interest  and  Kcnnty  of 


tbe  nation  at  laige.  The  mode  pointed  onl  in  the 
bill,  he  considered  as  liable  to  many  objectioDa. 
To  ascertain  facts,  it  would  be  necessary  thai  tbe 
claimants  should  have  an  oj^rtunity  of  reenr- 
ling  to  the  records;  thus,  whoever  might  be  dis- 
posed to  embuk  in  a  fraudulent  Epeculaiion  would 
be  enabled  to  ascertain  what  certificates  were  lost, 
and  to  concert  plans  for  their  recovery;  he  dmv 
apply  to  any  District  Judge,  or  Court  of  Recora, 
and  there  make  declaration  that  he  has  lost  those 
certificates;  in  consetjuence  of  which,  ti  warrant 
will  be  issued  iox  their  amount;  it  will  never  be 
in  tbe  power  of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans,  or  of 
the  Judges  of  Record,  dispersed  thtough  every 
part  of  the  Union,  to  detect  such  frauds  <mring  the 
late  war.  Many  public  officers  had,  toother  With 
their  baggage,  lost  ntunbers  of  cerlibcate^  the 
amount  of  which  was  afterwards  allowed  to  them; 
and  it  would  now  be  impossible,  from  an  exami- 
nation of  Ae  flies,  to  identity  those  certificates. 
Many  persons,  also,  who  were  opposed  to  the  Re- 
volution, wantonly  destroyed  tbe  pnblic  securities. 
The  amount  of  the  certificates  lost  and  destroyed 
had  never  been  ascertained ;  and  it  was  impossible 
to  fcvesee  the  extent  of  the  bill.  It  would,  in  bet, 
amount  to  a  pemium  for  perjury  and  fraud. 

Mr.  O.  further  objected  to  the  bill,  as  holding 
forth  a  strong  temptation  to  the  publie  officers  to 
enrie|i  themselves  by  fraudulent  means,  on  the 
strength  of  tbe  non-existing  certificates.  }\t  en- 
tertained as  high  an  opimon  of  the  integrity  of 
the  public  officers  employed  under  tbe  Federal 
Oovemmeni  as  any  gentleman  mi  tbe  floor;  bM 
was,  nevertheless  averse  to  placioR  their  interest 
and  tbeir  duty  in  opposition  to  each  other.  More- 
over, he  could  not  see  what  good  purposes  would 
be  answered  by  the  bill.  If  it  was  intended  to  pre- 
vent individual  applications  to  CongreASj  it  would 
not  produce  that  effect;  it  does  not  provide  for  all 
caaes;  and  those  that  remain  unprovided  for  must 
still  come  before  the  House.  If  saving  tiitae  was 
the  object,  the  time  consumed  in  such  business 
would  not  protract  the  session  a  single  day.  The 
amount  of  tbe  lost  certificates  cannot  be  ascei> 
tained;  it  may  possibly  be  very  considerable;  and 
the  Treasury  may  be  drained  of  large  sums,  with- 
out any  advantage  accruing  to  the  rightful  own- 
ers of  such  securKies.  If  the  applications  were 
directly  made  toCongresB,80me  gentlemen  on  tht 
floor  would  no  doubt  be  acquainted  with  tbe  cha- 
racters c^  the  applieanis;  and  the  public  will  be 
much  better  pleased  to  see  the  fate  of  such  peti- 
tions decided  by  both  Houses  of  Congress  than  by 
a  District  Judge. 

Tbe  act  of  the  <AA  Congress,  he  observed,  ex- 
tended no  further  than  to  loan-office  certificates; 
and  when  Congress  made  such  a  provision,  it  was 
at  a  period  wl^n  they  found  it  necessary  to  exo- 
nerate themselves  from  such  matters,  that  they 
might  be  more  at  liberty  to  attend  to  Dusiness  of 
greater  importance.  Their  example,  he  hoped, 
would  not  now  be  followed,  as  there  does  not  now 
exist  the  some  plea  for  tbe  adoption  of  such  B  mea- 
sure. He  hoped  tbe  House  would  proceed  in  the 
usual  train  or  receiving  tbe  individual  petitions, 
and  severally  deciding  upon  them  as  heretofore, 
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rather  than  subject  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  a  tax,  of  which  it  was  impossible  to  fore- 
see the  EunouDt.  To  such  a  risk  lie  would  prefer 
a  grant  of  a  millioii  of  doUais  to  be  divided  among 
the  applicants. 

Mr.  Wadswohth  opposed  the  bill,  as  inade- 
quate to  either  of  the  purposes  which  it  was  in- 
tended  to  answer,  viz ;  that  of  doing  justice  to  the 
public,  or  of  easing  Congress  from  repeated  appli- 
cations. A  gentleman,  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion, ha^  compared  the  bill  lo  a  childj  for  his 
part  be  thought  it  a  Tery  rickety  ghild,  and  hoped 
the  DUitling  would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  that  he  had  entertained 
doubts,  whether  certificates  destroyed  in  any  way, 
ought  to  be  renewed ;  but  if  a  renewal  was  thought 
expedient,  he  looked  on  the  mode  pioposed  in  the 
bill  as  preferable  to  anv  substitute  that  had  been 
offered  in  lieu  of  it.  The  gentleman  last  up  bad 
said  that  it  would  not  preveni  applications  to  the 
House.  If  further  extended,  it  would  have  that 
effect;  and  he  would  very  willingly  concur  with 

Sentlemen,  if  they  wished  to  extend  it;  but  he 
Qubted  much  whether  they  Could  do  it  effectu- 
ally. If  the  remedy  contemplBted  in  the  bill  was 
to  tie  applied  only  m  cases  where  the  certificates 
had  been  destroyed,  he  thought  that  ample  provi- 
sion was  made  for  every  possible  case  of  that  Icind. 
Should  the  bill,  therefore,  pass  into  a  law,  appli- 
cations to  the  House  ought  no  longer  to  be  admit- 
ted, except  in  cases  of  a  very  singular  nature.  As 
to  the  greater  degree  of  caution  that  was  expected 
from  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  than  from 
the  officers,  be  would  observe,  that  the  members 
of  that  House  wer^  men  of  like  passions  with  the 
rest  of  mankind;  thai  theii  responsibility  is  more 
diffusive,  and  ihey  would  not  perhaps  feel  them- 
selves, as  a  body,  sufficiently  interested  in  these 
smaller  matters,  when  their  attention  is  engaged 
by  objects  of  greater  national  importance;  whilst, 
on  the  other  band,  individual  members,  feeling 
themselves  interested  within  the  sphere  of  those 
who  come  in  contact  with  themselves,  a  kind  of 
phalanx  is  formed  in  favor  of  the  applicant. 

As  to  the  loss  of  time,  which  was  alleged  to  be 
trifting,  he  observed,  that  only  two  petitions  of  this 
kind  had  as  yet  been  presented  to  the  House,  and 
each  had  consumed  a  day ;  as  to  a  fraudulent  ap- 
plication of  evidence  to  lost  certificates,  this  could 
be  equally  practised  in  petitions  to  Congress,  since 
the  evidence  is  not  to  be  brought  before  the  Hoiise, 
but  must  be  taken  at  home.  As  to  the  temptation 
which  was  said  to  be  held  out  to  the  Commission- 
ers, he  would  observe,  that  if  the  House  could  not 
confide  in  an  officer  to  transact  their  business,  they 
must  become  so  suspicious  as  totally  to  impede 
the  transaction  of  all  business.  On  the  whole,  he 
thought  that  as  good  checks  were  provided  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  would  admit  of;  and  that  if  some- 
thing like  the  principle  of  the  bill  were  not  adopt- 
ed, tost  certificates  ought  not  to  be  renewed  at  all. 
Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Dayton,  Qgrrt,  Wadbwobtb,  WiLLiAHaoN,  Se- 
NE^y,  and  Lee;  after  which. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill,  and  lost.    So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Monday,  November  21. 

A  petition  of  Jason  Wate  was  preaented  to  the 

House  and  read^  praying  the  cofunntstion  of  half 

Say  as  a  Major  m  the  army  of  the  United  States 
uring  the  late  war.  Referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  with  instruction  to  examine  the  same, 
and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr,  Wadbwobtb,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented,  according  lo  order,  a  bill  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States;  which  vras  received,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  repent  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
oi  James  Jackson,  complaining  of  an  undue  elec- 
tion and  return  of  Anthony  Wayhe,  one  of  the 
members  returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the 
State  of  Georgia :  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  conunitted  lo 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  standing  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Letter  from  the  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  containing  the  resignation  of 
William  PiNKNBV,  a  member  relumed  to  serve 
in  this  House  for  the  said  State;  and  also  a  certi- 
ficate of  the  election  of  John  Fbahcib  Mbbckb  in 
the  room  of  the  said  William  Pinknet.  Where- 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  remrt  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  apportioning  the 
representation  of  the  People  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  first  enumeration, 

Mr.  Macon  moved  that  the  Bist  section  be 
ammded,  by  inserting  the  word  "Jme^'  after  the 
word  "thousand." 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  BooBMB  (R.  I.)  observed  that  the  gentle- 
man did  not  advert  to  the  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, which  proposes  that  the  number  of  Re- 
presentatives shall  amount  to  one  hundred.  This 
amendment  will  most  probably  be  accepted,  and 
then  we  shall  have  to  repeal  the  proposed  law, 
should  it  be  enacted.  He  was  in  favor  of  thirty- 
four  thousand,  because  t)M.i  vvould  be  conformable 
to  the  amendment — and  he  saw  no  good  reason 
why  the  representation  should  exceed  one  hun- 
dred, That  number  will  be  fully  ^competent  to 
express  the  wills,  wishes,  and  ideas  of  the  people, 
and  he  saw  no  necessity  to  burden  theit  constitu- 
ents with  the  additional  expense  of  thirteen  addi- 
tional members. 

Mr.  Macon  said  be  did  not  conceive  that  the 
amendment  referred  to  was  to  be  a  guide  to  the 
House  till  it  was  fully  ratified ;  and,  as  it  was  un- 
certain whether  it  ever  would  be,  we  ought  not  to 
be  swayed  by  it  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Seimwick  expressed  himself  in  favor  of 
thirty-four  thousand,  as  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
people  from  that  part  of  the  country  which  he 
represented,  that  the  number  of  Representatives 
in  this  House  should  not  exceed  one  hundred. 
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Mt.  La(ihah(ti  said,  thai  the  question  had  ^en 
90  fully  debated,  ihat  ne  did  not  think  the  opinion 
of  a  single  membei  would  be  changed  by  all  that 
can  be  said.  He  wished  therefore  that  erety  pro- 
posed amendmeni  should  be  put,  and  the  (question 
taken  on  each  with  as  little  debate  as  possible. 

Mr.  White  advocated  the  clause.  He  was  in 
faror  of  one  RepteseniatiTe  to  thirty  thousand 
persons.  The  question  now  is,  whether  the  people 
shall  have  that  share  of  influence  in  the  Govern- 
ment to  which  they  are  entitled  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  plainly  contemplates  one  Represenla- 
tirefor  every  thirty  thousand  persons.  He  wished 
to  preserve  the  independency  of  the  seveial  parts 
of  the  OovernmeDt.  Corruption  has  been  men- 
tioned. He  wished  it  mi^ht  never  take  place  i 
but  the  present,  he  conceived,  was  the  lima  to 
guard  against  it  He  would  not  say  that  any  un- 
due measures  had  ever  yet  been  taken  to  influence 
the  House ;  but  that  it  was  the  wish  of  soiike  to 
innovate,  was  apparent,  from  some  attempts  which 
had  been  made  lo  increase  the  importance  of  the 
Biecutive — from  the  predilection  for  titles  and 
distinctions  which  the  journals  of  the  Senate  would 
show  sliil  existed.  He  hoped  that  the  proposed 
ratio  would  be  establishedj  as  mora  consonant  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  than  any  which  had 
been  mentioned.  The  independence  of  the  Senate 
cannot  be  a&ected  by  the  number  of  this  House — 
they  will  always  have  a  negative  on  our  acts. 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  he  should  be  in  favor  of 
(he  amendment,  not  because  it  was  a  number  the 
most  agreeabk  to  him,  for  he  confessed  that  even 
this  would  haveproducedamoTBDomerousiepre- 
tentation  than  he  could  hare  wished;  but  because 
a  greater  number  would  be  less  likely  to  meet  the 
appjobalion  of  the  committee.  He  agreed  with 
the  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  White,!  in  one 
of  his  declacatioits  only,  which  was,  that  this  que«- 
lioD  was  of  greater  moment  than  the  gentleman 
who  advocated  thirty  thousand  (the  largest  repre- 
sentation)  Heetus  to  have  conceived.  He  agreed 
with  the  genaeman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Lao- 
RANGE,)  that  this  subject  had  undergone  a  pretty 
full  discussion)  but  he  at  the  same  time  believed 
that  some  i^ew  light  might  still  be  thrown  upon 
it  There  was  one  point  of  view,  Mr.  D.  observed, 
in  which  it  had  not  yet  been  exhibited  by  any 
gentlemao  in  the  course  of  debate,  but  in  which, 
on  account  of  its  magnitude  and  innwrtance,  it 
ought  to  be  critically  examined.  The  Senate  were 
considered  as  the  Representatives  of  the  States, 
or  of  the  Stale  OoverTunents.  The  House  of  Re- 
presentatives were  supposed  to  contain,  under  cer- 
tain qualifications,  a  pure  representation  of  the 
People.  Such  was  the  appottionment  of  its  mem- 
bers with  respect  to  the  uaequal  districts  or  Stales 
into  which  this  country  is  divided,  as  to  give  the 
three  great  States  a  very  predominant  infiuence 
upon  that  floor.  They  had  only  to  combine  theii 
strength,  and  to  associate  almost  any  one  of  the 
other  eleven  States  with  them,  in  order  to  insure 
success  to  any  favorite  project  that  they  might 
have  in  view.  He  was  aware,  that  it  would  be 
answered  by  gentlemen,  that  such  combination 
was  DOt  likely  to  take  place  between  States  so  dis- 
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tant  in  point  of  situation,  and  difiering  in  local 
Interests  and  circumstances.  He  had  tnen  ever 
slow  in  the  prediction  of  evil ;  but,  teasoning  ftom 
the  tempei  and  disposition  of  man,  and  judging 
from  post  observation  and  experience,  be  would 
venture  to  pronounce,  without  any  pretensions  to 
the  spirit  of  prophecy,  that  the  great  SLtates  would 
thus  combine  theirinflueuce,  whenever  they  should 
deem  it  for  their  advantage,  and  that  the  interests 
of  th*  other  States  would  of  consequence  become 
the  sacrifice.  Those  States  then  that  are  thus  ex- 
posed, of  which  number  he  coiuideced  at  least 
two-lnirds  of  those  which  now  fanned  the  Union, 
would  find  their  only  security  and  protection 
against  the  efieete  of  such  combination  in  the  Se- 
nate. Would  it.  he  asked,  be  consistent  with  pru- 
dence or  withBaiety,forthose  very  States  to  assent 
to  a  meaaure  directly  tending  to  weaken,  if  not 
destroy  that  security?  Even  now,  he  said,  the 
Senate  would  have  need  of  all  its  firmness  in  con- 
tinuing to  oppose  any  act,  in  the  carrying  of  which 
theHouse  should  be  determined  topetsevere.  But 
what,  he  inquired,  would  be  the  consequence,  when 


llemen  should  have  taken  place?  Would  the 
Senate  hare  fortitude  enough,  even  where  they 
thought  they  hadjust  cause,  steadfastly  to  counter- 
act the  will  and  determined  purpose  of  a  body  cchl- 
sistiug  of  two  hundred  members,  boasting  to  derive 
their  appointments  ftom  a  purer,  and  from  the 
I>urest  source,  calling  themselves  the  Represettta- 
tives  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  profeas-  ' 
ing  to  speak  the  sense  of  their  e<Hiatituen.ts7 

Let  thirty  thousand  be  adopted  as  the  ratio  of 
represraiotioti,  and  he  hesitated  not  lo  declare  that 
whenever  the  Repnseata tires  should  think  proper 
to  resolve  any  important  point  of  dispute  into  a 
question  (^firmness  between  the  two  Houses,  the 
Senate  muu  yield  to  their  superior  weight  and 
shrink  from  thje  unequal  contest.  In  the  event  of 
their  defeat  in  a  single  instanoe,  the  independence 
of  that  branch  would  be  materially  affected,  and 
the  Legislative  balance  shaken  in  its  centre. 

These  dangers,  Mr.  D.  further  observed,  were 
by  no  means  ime«iitary,  but  would  too  soon  be 
realized,  if  the  House  continued  to  increase  by 
fifties  in  the  manner  they  are  beginning.  If  the 
motion  under  cossideralion  for  increasing  the  ratio, 
and  leai«titng  the  number  of  Representatives, 
should  prove  unsuecessful,  their  reliance  would 
then  be  upon  the  Senate.  That  body,  he  was 
sure,  was  too  mindful  of  their  own  privileges  and 
importance,  to  make  a  voluntary  and  deliberate 
surrender  of  their  independence.  They  were  too 
regardful  of  the  interests  of  their  constituents,  to 
assent  to  an  act  giving  an  undue  weight  to  tnat 
branchof  the  Legislature  in  which  the  tfreat  States 
had  such  unreasonable  influence.  If,  however,  itt 
this  his  last  reliance,  he  should  be  disap 
and  the  bill  be  likely  to  pass  both  Houses,!) 
the  yeas  and  nays  would  be  entered  upon  the  jour- 
nals, that  it  might  be  known  hereafter,  when  the 
events  he  had  predicted  should  have  taken  place, 
who  it  was  that  had  thus  given  up  the  Umon  to 
the  control  of  three  or  four  of  its  members — who 
were  the  men  that  had  voted  for  the  extraordinatr 
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ne  bnneh,  at  the  rxpenxe  of  At  iode- 
pendetice  of  the  other,  and  thereoj  destroyed  that 


Mr.  Gerbv  coDtended  that  the  CoDstitution  was 
mlsconstmed  bj  the  ^ntleman  from  North  Gai«- 
lina;  and  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  he  said  be  was  surprised  to  hear  the  re- 
marks which  he  made,  when  he  recollected  his 
being  a  member  of  the  GonTention — in  which,  it 
lOUBt  be  remembered  by  that  eentleman,  the  larger 
States  consented  to  placing  uic  small  States  on  a 
par  with  them  in  the  Senate,  to  obviate  the  diffi* 
cnlty  which  the  smaller  States  objected  against 
the  lar^  representations  from  the  larger  Slates. 
He  said  the  mde^endence  of  the  Senate  is  secured 
by  the  Constitution — and  he  was  not  appr^en- 
nve  that  the  increase  proposed  wonld  oTerwhelm 
thKt  branch  of  the  Oovemmenl,  or  lessen  their 
importance,  or  shake  their  firmness.  The  gentle- 
man had  talked  of  combinations  in  the  larger 
States;  bat  he  presumed  do  facts  could  be  produ- 
ced to  support  such  an  apprehension.  The  pro- 
posed increase  in  the  representation  is  founded  on 
the  principles  of  justice  and  equity:  it  is  strictly 
agreeable  to  the  spirit  and  design  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  contemplates  an  increase  in  some  de- 
See  proponionate  to  the  increased  population  of 
e  States.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Consli- 
tatioii  would  be  fairly  and  bononibly  carried  into 


Mr.  BoDDiNOT  was  not  yet  convinced,  from  all 
the  arguments  he  had  heard,  that  by  increasing 
the  number  of  Representatives  to  one  hundred  and 
thirteen,  as  projMjsed  by  the  bill,  the  wants,  wishes, 
"  '  ■  "       ".s  ot  their  constituents,  would  be 


fully  embmeed,  than  by  adopting  the  amendment 
then  under  consideration.  It  had  not  yet  been 
taken  into  the  account,  that  a  certain  species  of 
property  in  three  or  four  of  the  Stales  [slaves] 
would  be  represented  in  the  neit  Congress,  if  the 
bill  passed,  by  at  least  twelve  members,  above  the 
proportion  ofother  States,  whose  property  (thongh 
of  superior  value)  was  not  entitled  hytne  Consti- 
tution to  any  representation  at  all.  That  he  did 
not  mean  to  find  (anil  with  the  Constitution  in 
this  respect,  but  to  make  it  the  rule  of  his  con- 
duct— although  in  the  construction  of  it,  he  would 
not  increase  the  evil  when  two  eitremes  were 

S'ven,  and  the  intermediate  number  was  optional. 
e  had  said,  and  he  rested  on  the  Constitution  for 
the  proof,  that  it  contemplated  one  member  for 
each  State  as  the  lowest,  and  the  ratio  of  one  for 
thirty  thousand  persons  as  the  highest  number. 
That  the  Convention  in  settling  (he  present  House 
of 'Representatives,  without  a  precise  knowledge 
of  the  amount  of  tne  citizens  of  the  Union,  had 
done  it  in  a  certain  proportion  to  the  number  of 
SenttoTS,  which  he  had  thought  a  good  rule  to  go 
by,  till  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion was  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  States; 
botes  centlemen  seemed  to  think  that  this  would 
soon  tde  place,  he  had  consented  to  agree  to  the 
ratio  of  thlny-four  thousand,  which  would  give 
one  hiunired  membeirs.    This  wonld  accord  with 


the  spirit  of  the  amendment  to  the  CtmstitutJOD, 
and  prereQt  the  necessity  of  passing  any  other  act 
when  the  amendment  should  be  completed.  He 
was  therefore  in  favor  of  inserting/our  after  "thir- 
ty," or  any  ratio  that  would  confine  the  number  of 
Representatives  to  one  himdred,  or  under. 

Mr.  Ladr&ncb  remarked,  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Dayton's  objections,  that  the  States  were  dispro- 
portionate respecting  territory,  and  conseqnently 
were  so  as  to  the  number  of  tne  people.  That  an 
equality  would  take  place  amongst  the  people  of 
the  several  Stdtes  by  the  ratio  proposed,  although 
more  members  would  come  from  some  States  than 
from  others.  He  mentioned  that  every  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  stood  m  relation 
to  the  people  of  America,  and  ought  to  consult  the 
interest  oithe  whole,  and  not  the  particular  intei^ 
est  of  the  State  In  which  he  was  elected.  SbouM 
this  general  principle  operate,  and  which  he  sup- 
posed ought  to  actuate  each  member,  no  danger 
was  to  be  apprehended  from  a  combination,  as  the 
general  good  was  the  object  of  consideration.  If 
this  should  not  be  the  prerailing^rinciple,  it  might 
be  the  interest  of  the  States  to  have  as  great  a 
number  of  Representatives  as  conld  be  obtained! 
yet  he  supposed,  unless  a  division  of  territory  took 
place,  the  people  in  each  State  would  be  entitled 
to  be  represented  in  proportion  to  the  nnmben  in 
each,  and  the  danger  that  it  was  supposed  would 
eiist,  could  not  be  readily  remedied.  He  also  ob- 
served, that  he  imagined  the  Senate  wonld  not  be 
subject  to  the  influence  suggested.  The  Senate 
was  an  independent  part  df  the  Legislature,  and 
would  decide  alf  questions  that  came  before  tnem, 
as  the  judgments  of  the  members  will  dictate.  So 
long  as  a  reciprocal  negative  existed,  as  to  the  acts 
of  either  branch  of  the  Legislature,  he  boped  we 
should  find  firmness  in  each  to  decide  properly. 
The  Senate  had  frequently  rejected  the  bills  of  the 
House,  and  had  amended  others — some  very  ita- 
portant  ones — and  the  influence  of  the  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  did  not  operate  on 
their  decisions.  The  objection  to  the  proposition 
not  being  a^eeable  to  the  amendment  proposed 
to  the  Constitution,  was  unfounded.  He  explained 
his  ideas  respecting  the  nature  of  the  amendroent, 
and  coitcladed  that  the  proportion  was  coaforma- 
ble  to  it ;  and  observed,  that  the  nature  of  the 
amendment  wEis  contemplated,  when  the  proposi- 
tion respecting  the  ratio  was  made. 

The  committee  now  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tdesday,  November  22. 
A  memorial  of  the  committee  of  the  counties  of 
Washinj^on,  Westmoreland,  Payette,  and  Alle- 
ghany, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  stating  tneir  objec- 
tions to  an  act,  passed  at  the  last  session,  impoang 
a  duty  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  Statet>, 
and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  repealed.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  his 

Mr.  LsOBANCE,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  making  apprcK 
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prtations  for  the  support  of  Gaverument  foi  ihe 
jrear  tne  thousaiid  seTen  himdred  and  DiDety-two ; 
which  vas  read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  remonstrance  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  was  presented  to 
die  House  and  read,  stating  tneir  objections  to 
certain  provisioiks  of  a  bill  now  depending,  entitled 
"A  lali  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence  by  establishing-  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States." 

Oraertd,  That  the  said  remonstrance  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Wliole  House,  on  Ihe  bill 
more  effecluallY  to  provide  tbt  the  national  de- 
fence, by  estabbshing  an  uniform  militia  through- 
out the  United  States. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanyiiw  bia 
report  on  the  petition  of  Jacob  Isaacs;  wbicnwas 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

REPRESENTATIVE  FROM  MABTLAND, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
lb«  Whole  Hotue  on  the  report  of  the  standing 
Committee  ef  ElectionB,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Letter  from  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  containing  the  resignation  of  William 
PiNSNEV,  a  member  returned  to  serve  in  this 
House  for  the  said  State;  and  also  a  certificate  of 
the  election  of  John  Francis  Mercer,  in  the 
room  of  the  said  William  Pinskev, 

The  law  of  the  State  of  Maryland  regulating 
elections  being  called  for,  was  produced  and  reaa; 
by  which  it  appeared  that  the  Governor  and 
Council  of  that  State  were  authorized  to  fiU  up 
vacancies  in  the  representation  of  that  State  in 
Congress. 

Some  objectioDE  having  been  offered  againai 
accepting  the  report, 

Mr.  Seney  observed,  that  the  cose  appeared  to 
him  to  be  so  plain  that  he  wa«  sai^rised  to 
gentlemen  objecting  to  an  acceptation  of  thi 
port  of  the  committee.  He  then  stated  Ihe  whole 
process  of  the  business,  in  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
PiNEMET  and  the  election  of  Mr.  Mimceb,  in 
which  the  law  of  the  State  had  been  strictly  ad- 
hered to.  He  concluded  hi  saying  that  two  cases 
in  point  had  already  occurred  is  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  and  no  difficulty  respecting  them 
had  taken  place  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
select  committee  which  bad  made  the  report; 
and,  from  an  accurate  attention  to  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  he  was  led  to  think  the  report 
a  very  improper  one.  From  recorring  to  t' 
Constitution,  ne  was  of  opinion  that  a  resignati 
did  not  constitute  a  vacancy.  The  Constitution 
speaks  only  of  vacancies  in  general,  and  does  not 
contemplate  one  as  resulting  from  a  resi^ation. 
Adverting  to  the  British  House  of  Commons,  he 
observed  that  in  that  body  there  could  be  no  resig- 
nation. This  is  an  established  principle.  The 
people  having  once  chosen  their  represcntatrves, 
their  power  ceases,  and  consequently  the  body  to 
which  the  resignation  ought  to  be  made  no  longer 
exists.  From  the  experience  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment in  this  resjwct,  he  argued  against  a  devi- 


of  such  vacaa- 
,  for,  if  they  are  to  judge  in  the  cuse,  the 
whole  power  is  invested  in  them  of  deternuning 
the  whole  business  of  vacancies — an  idea  that  ma- 
terially and  essentially  aflects  the  privileges  of 
the  members  of  the  House.     He  remarked  that, 


State.    He  concluded  by  saying  that,  if  the  prin- 
ciples he  had  advanced  were  jnsl,  he  hoped  the 
report  would  not  be  accepted. 
Mr.  Smitb  (S.  C.)  had  had  bis  doubts  oa  the 


which  would  result  from  rejecting  it,  and  from 
other  considerations,  it  was  pioper  to  adopt  it,  but 
not  without  a  full  discussion.  He  then  stated 
some  particulars  to  show  that  the  vacancy  whic^ 
had  occurred  on  this  occasion,  could  not  property 
be  called  a  resignation.  Mr.  PiManBy  ha!d  never 
taken  his  seat,  nor  the  requisite  oath.    He  said 


of  issuing  the  writs  originally,  and  of  filling  up 
'  essentially  different.  No  parts  ol  the 
prohibits  a  member  from  resigning, 
and  for  convenience  it  ought  to  be  concluded  that 
be  may  resign.  The  jmblic  interest  may  suffer 
extreiaely  in  cases  of  sickness  or  embarrassments, 
which  may  prevent  a  member  from  attending. 
This  areum«nt  from  the  body's  not  existing  to 
whom  the  res^nation  oashl  to  be  made,  will  ap- 
ply to  the  President  of  Uie  United  States,  whi^e 
resignation  is  expressly  mentioned  in  the  Consti- 
tution. The  objection  urged  from  the  Exec utivea 
of  the  States  judging  of  vacancies,  he  conceived 
had  no  great  force,  for  Congress  would  finally 
judge  in  every  case  of  election-  It  is  uncertain 
how  the  practice  of  the  British  Parliament  ori- 
ginated. BlacksUme  says  nothing  of  resignations. 
When  a  member  wants  to  resign  in  that  I^egisla- 
ture,  he  gets  appointed  to  some  fictitious  office 
which  disqualifies  him  from  sitting  in  the  House. 
He  thought  it  best  to  establish  some  precedent, 
rather  tl^  oblige  members  who  may  wish  to  re- 
sign to  have  recourse  to  some  familiar  method,  br 
accepting  of  sgme  appointment  in  the  State  which 
is  incompatibly  with  a  seU. 

Mr.  MuBRiT  said  he  was  in  favor  of  accepting 
the  report,  both  on  account  of  propriety  and  con- 
veniency.  Vacancies  may  happen  from  various 
causes — by  resignation,  by  death,  or  by  expulsion— 
the  Executive  of  the  State  is  the  proper  judge  in 
the  first  case.  He  stated  certain  differences  be- 
tween a  resignation  after  a  person  has  taken  bis 
seat,  and  a  resignation  before  that  event.  In  the 
former  case,Congress  will  of  course  give  notice  to 
the  Executive  of  the  State ;  in  the  latter,  the 
Executive  alone  can  take  cognizance  of  the  resig- 
nation. He  stated  the  extreme  inconvenieucy 
which  would  result  from  the  ideas  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Vimnia,  as  it  would  respect  the  State 
of  Georgia.    He  then  stated  several  particulars  la 
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show  that  Mr.  Pinknet  was  not  a  member  of 
the  House  agreeably  tothe  Constitution, and  there- 
fore the  House  cannot  proceed  with  hira  as  one. 
He  said  that  we  ought  to  be  wiUing  to  derive  in- 
formation from  the  eiperience  of  every  country  -, 
but  he  conceived  that  no  precedents  could  oe 
drawn  that  would  apply  in  the  present  ease  from 
a  country  which  had  none,  to  one  which  had  a 
Constitution  that  so  clearly  defined  and  guarded 
the  rights  of  the  citizens.  The  custom  which  had 
been  meatiooed  as  ohtaining  in  that  country,  arose 
from  a  wish  to  prevent  a  frequency  of  elections. 
From  what  had  been  offered  bv  tne  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  and  the  ideas  he  had  sug- 


gested, he  hoped  the  committee  would  be  induced 
to  accept  the  report. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMson  said,  that  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  Constitution  contemplates  that  a  member 


member  of  the  Le^alature  shall  accept  of  an  office 
made  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  chosen — 
Itom  hence  he  inferred  that  resignations  were 
clearly  contemplated. 

Mr.  Gerby  said,  that  he  had  heard  nothine  to 
show  that  Mr.  Finknet  had  ever  accepted  of  his 
appointment,  and  therefore  it  ought  toltave  been 
expressed  that  he  had  declined;  nut,  granting  he 
had  resigned  after  accepting  his  appomtment,  he 
asserted  that  nothing  had  been  offered  to  prove 
that  resignations  might  not  take  place  in  one 
House  as  well  as  in  the  other ;  and  the  Constitu- 
tion plainly  expresses  that  a  Senator  may  resign. 
The  House  of  Commons  aiigioated  with  the 
Kings,  who  formed  that  body  to  control  the  Lords ; 
andlieuce  arose  the  prohibition  against  resigna- 
tions, as  they  would  weaken  the  Dody,  and  the 
expense  of  a  new  election  would  fall  on  the  King. 
VPith  respect  to  the  Eiecutive  declaring  improper 
vacancies,  he  observed  that  Congress  was  inve-ited 
with  full  power  to  control  the  Executives  of  the 
Stales  in  respect  to  such  declarations. 

Mr.  Sbnbv  observed,  upon  a  distinction  made 
by  Mr.  Giles  between  a  resignation  on  the  part 
of  a  Senator  and  a  Member  of  the  House,  he 
supposed  a  resignation  in  either  would  equally 
vacate  a  seat,  and  that  no  difference  did  really 

Mr.  Sedgwick  observed  that,  if  a  power  of  adju- 
dication was  vested  in  the  Executives  of  th( 
States  to  determine  on  a  vacancy  in  cases  of  resig- 
nation, it  would  involve  this  consequence,  th 
power  of  judging  of  vacancies  in  all  possible  i 
would  be  the  necessary  result.  He  thought  the 
proposition  involved  tiic  moat  serious  effects  with 
respect  to  the  privileges  and  independency  of  this 
House. 

This  subject  was  further  discussed  the  next  day, 
and  ended  m  an  acceptation  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  which  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Merger's 
election. 

The  House  arain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  apportion- 
ing the  Representation  of  the  People  of  the  United 
Statea  according  to  the  first  Enumeration,  aod 
after  making  several  amendments  thereto,  the 
committee  rose  aud  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Webkesdat,  November  23. 

A  memorial  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  stating  their  objections  to  certain  pro- 
ns  of  a  bill  now  depending,  entitled  "  A  bill 
'.  effectually  to  provide  for  the  oational  de- 
fence by  establishing  au  uniform  militia  througb- 

t  the  United  States." 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence, by  establishing  an  uniform  militia  through- 
ut  the  United  Slates. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
_ients  reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  irf 
the  Whole  House  to  the  bill  apportioning  the  Re- 
presentation of  the  People  of  the  United  States  ac- 
cording to  the  first  Enumeration :  whereupon,  tl^ 
first  amendment  being  under  consideration  iu  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"Section  fltat,  strike  out  fiom  the  word  "  That,"  afttr 
the  •UMliug  dauM,  to  the  and  of  (he  wcond  ■Mtioo, 
and  iuert; 

"  From  and  after  the  third  d*.j  of  Much,  one  tboa- 
rand  WTen  hundred  and  ninety-three,  and  until  oth*r> 
wue  provided  for  by  law,  agieesbly  to  the  ConstitutiDn 
of  the  United  Statei,  the  Hotiw  of  Reprewntatives  ihaU 
be  composed  of  memben  who  shall  havejieen  choaen  bj 
the  people  of  the  Kveral  Btates,  in  the  proportion  af 
one  Repiesentative  for  every  thiitj  thousand  persona, 
compnted  according  to  the  rule  prescribed  b;  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Statee;  that  ii  to  ssy,  from  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  four;  the  State  of  Masse- 
f^usetts,  fifteen  ;  the  Stale  of  Connecticnt,  seven ;  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  two ;  the  State  of  Vennont,  two  i 
the  State  of  New  York,  eleven;  the  Stale  of  New 
Jeisey,  five ;  the  Stale  of  Penosylvanie,  fbarteen ;  tfae 
State  of  Delaware,  one ;  tfae  State  of  Majylud,  nine ; 
the  State  of  Viigiuie,  twenty-one ;  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky,two;  the  Stale  of  North  Candina,  eleven;  aad 
the  State  of  Georgia,  two  memben:" 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being 
put,  to  ttmeod  the  said  amendment  by  inserting 
between  the  words  "thirty"  and  'Hhousand,"  m 
the  fifth  line,  the  word/our. 

It  passed  in  the  negative— Yeas  21,  Nays  38,  as 
follows : 

Tiis. — Fisher  Amee,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Bliae  Boudinot,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Ben- 
jamin Bonnie,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Nicholai  Gilman, 
Benjamin  tSoodhue,  James  Hillhonse,  Aaron  Kitchell, 
Samnel  Livermore,  Nstheniel  Niles,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smilh. 
John  Steele,  Jonathan  Slurgee,  George  Thatcher,  and 
Attemai  Ward. 

Nut. — Abraham  Baldwin,  Egbert  Benaon,  Sdhu 
Brown,  WiUiam  Findley,  Elbridge  Oef>7,  William  B. 
Giles,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samue)  Griffin, 


Laurance,  Amaea  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frad- 
erick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Ven*  Murray, 
John  Page,  Joaiafa  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Scboonmaker, 
Joshua  Sraey,   Upton   ^leridine,  Thomai   Sumpter, 
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And  then  the  maia  questioD  being  pat,  to  agree 
to  the  said  ameadmeni  as  reported, 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmaliTe. 
The  second  amendmeDt,  in  the  words  following, 


3  enomeration  (nT  the  inhsbitanla  of  the  Unitod 
States,  (hall  caiue  the  Executive  of  the  nid  filMe  to  b« 
notified  of  th«  nninber  of  Beprcsentatives  to  be  elected 
withiD  the  Hid  State,  according  to  the  proportioii  albie- 
#ld," 

being  read,  was,  OD  the  question  being  ptit 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordertd^  Thai  the  laid  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

MARYLAND  REPRESENTATIVE. 


The  House  again  resoWed  itself  into  a  Com- 
tnittee  rf  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Standing  CtAnmittee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  letter  from  the  Executive  of  Mary- 
land, containing  the  resignation  of  Wii-ltah  Pink- 
net,  a  member  returned  to  serve  in  tbis  House  for 
the  said  State ;  and  alsoa  certificate  of  the  election 
of  John  Franob  MeRCER,in  ibe  room  of  the  said 
William  Pinkney ;  and,  after  some  tim'espent  there- 
in, the  Cliaixman  reported  that  the  committee  had 
a^n  had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and 
mtide  an  amendment  thereto ;  which  said  report 
and  amendment  were  twice  read  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  as  follows: 

"  It  appears  that,  at  an  election  held  for  the  Stale  of 
Maryland,  on  the  Bnt  da;  of  October,  one  thoosaad 
■eren  hundrad  and  ninet;,  William  Pinkney  was  dnlj 
elected  a  ReptwentatiYe  for  that  State,  lo  serve  in  the 
House  of  RepreaenlatiTee  of  the  United  Sut« ;  thai  the 
cartificale  of  his  election  has  been  duly  transmitted  by 
Ibe  Esecaline  thereof  and  heretofore  so  reported  by 
jonr  committee ;  that,  by  lett«r,  dated  the  twenty-siih 
of  September,  one  thouiand  wren  hundred  and  ninehf- 
one,  directed  to  the  GoTemor  and  Conndl  of  that  State, 
William  Pinkney  resigned  that  appointment  {  and  that, 
in  consequence  of  nich  resignation,  the  Sieeutive  is- 
sued a  writ  fbr  an  election,  to  aapplj  the  vacancy  theie- 
Vv  Dccasianed,  and  have  certified  thst  John  Ftaoda 
Mercer  was  duly  elected,  by  virtue  of  that  writ,  in  pur- 
suance of  Ibe  law  of  the  Stale  of  Maryland  in  that  cose 
provided. 

"  Reioietd,  That  K  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
dtat  John  Prands  Mercer  is  entitled  to  take  a  seat  in 
dkis  House  as  one  of  the  RepTesenlatitcs  for  the  Stale 
of  Maryland,  in  the  stead  of  WilUam  Pinkney." 

TanasDAY,  NoTember  34. 

Mr.  Datton,  from  the  comtnittee  appointed, 

presented  a  bill  to  extend  the  lime  limited  for  the 


settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  United  States 
with  the  individual  States  j  which  w^s  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Wbitb,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes ;  which  was  received,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

An  engrossed  bill,  apportioning  the  Represent- 
ation of  the  People  of  the  United  States,  according 
to  the  First  Enuneralion,wiisreadthe  third  time, 
and  the  question  being  put  that  the  said  bill  do 
pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  43^ 
nays  12,  as  follows; 

YiAi. — Means.  Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe, 
Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert  Bamwell,  Egbert  Benaon, 
Sheaijashnb  Boome,  William  Findley.  William  B. 
Giles,  JaniM  Gordon,  Andrew  Oregg,  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  Bany  Qove,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister, 

James  Hillhouse,  D*  ■  ■  "  

Eilcbell,  John   W.  

Learned,  Bichsrd  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  JiUcon,  James 
Madiion,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Mnhlen- 
berg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Joeiah  Parker,  Cornelius 
C.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Joahus  Seney, 
William  Smith,  Thomaa  Sumpter,  Peter  8ylv«ler, 
Thomai  Tredwell^  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham 
Venable,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Arlemas  Ward,  Aa- 
Ihonj  Wayne,  Aleiander  White,  Hugh  WiUianuoa, 
and  Frandg  Willia. 

NiiB.1 — Elias  Boudinol,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  Nichotaa  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Samuel 
Ltvermora,  Nalhaiuel  Nilea,  Upton  Sheridine,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturgea,  and  George 
Thaldier. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
The  HoDse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  ihe  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Jack- 
son, complaining  of  as  undue  election  and  return 
of  Ahtbohy  Wayne,  a  member  returned  to  serve 
in  this  House  from  the  State  of  Qeorgia. 
The  report  being  read  by  the  Clerk, 
Mr.  Wayne  rose  and  observed,  that  about  eleven 
months  were  now  elapsed  since  the  election  which 
is  at  present  called  in  question,  had  taken  place — 
that  the  House  was  already  upwards  of  four  weeks 
in  session — that  the  petitioner  must  surely  have 
had  sufficient  time  lo  come  forward,  at  (he  first 
meeting  of  the  House,  to  support  the  charges  con- 
tained in  his  petition — that  it  could  hardly  be  im- 
agined the  want  of  time  prevented  him  from  ad- 
vancing— No ! — it  was  raihet  to  be  supposed,  ihat 
he  was  kept  back  by  the  want  of  evidence,  to 
substantiate  those  charges;  and  perhaps  by  the  ex- 
pectation of  {irocuring  a  majority  in  the  Ijegisln- 
ture  of  Qeorgia,  to  cDUDtenance  nis  claims:  these 
were  facts,  which,  he  believed,  were  not  unknovra 
to  some  gentlemen  in  the  House;  the  same  arts, 
the  same  practices,  die  same  mansuvres,  which 
had  procured  a  presentment  from  the  grand  jury, 
against  the  election  in  question,  and  even  against 
some  of  the  acts  of  the  General  Government,  mi^t 
perhaps  be  expected  to  prevail  at  length  with  the 
Legislative  body. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGREea 


212 


H.orR.] 


Georgia  Cantated  Election— Behif  of  tVidow  and  Orplumt.     [Notembbb,  1791. 


The  newspapers  (he  observed)  have  teemed  on 
this  occasioo,  with  testimoniei  and  affidaviti,  pro- 
cured during  geveial  monlha  past;  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the^  bad  been  obtained,  that,  he  said, 
was  a  subject  at  investigatioa  for  a  future  day. 
Some  of  them  were  under  the  signaiures  of  persons 
who  had  never  read,  nor  were  capable  of  reading 
them.  He  felt  for  the  situation  of  some  of  those 
individuals,  as  (hey  were  already  presented  for 
perjury  on  that  occasion. 

He  declared  tliat  he  entertained  not  tho  mo?t 
distant  deiire  to  procrastinate  an  inquiry  into  (he 
merits  of  the  election ;  but  he  must  observe,  that 
it  could  not  but  be  obvious  to  ererr  ^nlleman  on 
the  floor,  that  no  other  country  in  the  world  would 
countenance  the  mode  in  which  Mr.  Jackson  had 
proceeded,  by  the  publication  otex parte  evidence 
on  a  subject  that  was  to  come  under  the  invest' 
gation  of  (he  House. 

He  concluded  by  declartt^  his  unwillingness 
trespass  on  the  time  of  the  comiiittee.  He  woald 
therefore  only  beg  leave  to  jMSpttulate,  that  ele- 
ven months  were  elapsed  sffic  the  election  took 
place ;  and  that  the  petitioner  had,  ever  since,  been 
tndustrioosly  emplored  in  procuring  evidence:  if 
the  committee  shonid  be  disposed  to  indulge  the 


gentieman  with  further  time  for  that  purpose,  he 
'wonld  not,  for  his  part,  make  ^e  smallest  objec- 
tion to  granting  him  that  indul^nce :  should  iney 
think  proper  to  adopt  the  report  now  under 
sideration.  which  seemed  to  contemplate  and 
to  invite  ine  advances  of  (hat  genlleman,  he  would 
have  no  objection  to  meet  him  upon  that  ground, 
or  upon  any  other,  provided  it  were  honorable 
,  ground. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
resolutions  limiting  a  time  for  the  trial,  and  regu- 
lating the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be  conducted; 
and  after  having  made  sundry  amendments  there- 
to, rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave 

Pninav,  November  25. 

Philip  Key,  from  Maryland,  appeared,jDroduced 
bis  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Mr.  W«nBWORTH.  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented,  accoraing  to  order,  a  bill  for  making 
compensation  to  widows,  orphans,  and  invalids,  in 
certain  cases;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  WAnawoHTHj  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bilb  for  making 
compensation  to  widows,  orphans,  and  invalids,  in 
certain  cases,  presented,  according  to  order,  a  nill 
for  the  relief  ot  David  Cook;  which  was  received, 
and  read  the  first  time. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  intoa  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
Jackson,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and 
return  of  Anthonv  Wavne,  one  of  the  members 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House,  for  the  State  of 
Georgia;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 


Chairman  reported  that  the  committee  had  made 

several  amendments  thereto;  which  being  read) 

me  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

The  said  report  was  then  further  amended,  and, 

1  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 

House,  as  follows; 

"  fUtchtd,  That  the  finrt  Monday  of  Febniuy  next, 

saMgned-  for  the  trial  of  the  utidea  all^^  in  the 
raid  petition,  againat  the  said  letnm. 

'  RcMlced,  That  the  evidence  nhich  may  be  oflered, 
the  pait  of  the  petitioDer,  abalt  be  confined  to  the 
proof  of  the  artides  of  charge  exhibited  in  the  said  peti- 
tion BgainBt  the  validit;  of  the  return  of  the  said  election. 
Raolved,  That,  on  (be  trial,  the  depoaidon  ofa  wit- 
s  shsll  be  received,  which  iihall  have  been  taken  more 
than  twenty-five  days  prior  to  the  day  assigned  for  the 
trial,  before  any  justice  or  judge  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  or  before  any  chancellor,  justice,  or  judge, 
of  a  supreme  or  superior  court,  mayor  or  chief  magi- 
strate  <rf'  a  dty,  or  judge  of  a  county  court,  or  conryof 
common  pleas  of  any  of  the  United  State*,  not  bein^f 
counaei  or  attariiey  lo  eidier  the  aaid  Anthony  Wayne, 
or  the  petitioner ;  Pronidtd,  That  a  notificstion  &om 
Uie  m^iitrate,  before  whom  the  deposilion  is  to  be  taken, 
ID  Ibe  adverse  par^,  to  be  preaent  at  the  taking  the 
aame,  and  to  put  interrogBloriea,  if  he  think  fit,  shiU 
have  been  first  mode  out  and  served  on  the  sdverae  party, 
ot  hi>  attorney  especially  authorixed  for  the  purpoae,  •■ 
either  may  be  nearest,  if  either  ii  within  one  hundred 
miles  of  the  place  of  snch  caption,  allowing  time  fortheii 
attendance,  after  noticed,  not  less  than  at  the  rale  of  ons 
day,  Sundays  eidusive,  for  every  twenty  miles  tiBvd. 
And  every  person  dcpoung  ahaJI  be  csmfUlty  examined 
and  cautioned,  and  sworn  or  affirmed  to  teeti^  the  whols 
tnith.  and  shall  subscribe  the  testimony  by  him  or  her 
givSQ,  after  the  same  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  which 
shall  be  done  jinly  by  the  magistrate  taking  the  depoM- 
tion,  or  by  the  deponent  in  bis  presence.  And  the  de- 
positions ao  taken,  together  with  a  certificate  of  the 
notice,  if  any,  given  to  the  advene  party, or  h<i  attorn^, 
shall  be  sealed  up  tiy  the  aaid  ma^atrate,  and  dir«cMd 
tothaSpesker:  Proni^  nnicrf  Adius,  That  no  sx  »a>te 
depoaition  shall  be  used  on  the  trial  of  said  petitiOB, 
which  shall  have  been  taken  at  any  time  before  the 
twenty^ixUi  day  of  Decsmbet  next;  Pnmded,  aii6. 
That  evidence  taken  in  any  other  manner  than  is  hema 
before  directed,  and  not  objected  to  by  the  partisa,  m^, 
with  the  ^tprobation  of  the  House,  b*  produced  on  tto 
trial." 


Monday,  November  36. 
RELIEF  OF  WIDOWS,  ORPHANS,  ic. 

The  "Bill  for  making  compensation  to  widows, 
orphans,  and  invalids,  in  certain  eases,"  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  tlte  Whole,  Mr.  MuBLEt^BEBfl 
in  the  chair. 

The  committee  proceeded  through  the  major 
pari  of  the  first  section,  and  agreed  to  the  clauses 
granting  suras  equivalent  to  seven  years  half-p»f, 
to  the  orphan  children  of  Captain  R.  Lewis,  1M 
widow  of  Colonel  W,  Douglass,  and  the  or^an 
children  of  Major  A.  Leitch.  The  same  provision 
was  also  agreed  to  in  favor  of  the  widow  of  Colo- 
nel O.  Roberts,  with  a  proviso,  that,  if  any  part  of 
the  said  annuity  has  been  already  paid  to  ner  by 
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the  State  of  South  CaioUna,  she  shall  only  re- 
ceive the  balance. 

By  the  next  clause,  a  similar  proTieion  was  ia- 
tendcd  for  the  children  of  Gaptaia  W.  White, 
whose  widow  had  intermaxried,  but  not  till  alter 
the  expiralioa  of  seven  ytars  Grom  his  deUh.  On 

Mr.  W.  Smitb  suggested  the  propriety  of  con- 
sidering whether  the  widow  of  a  deceased  officer, 
even  in  case  of  intermarry iuff,  was  not  still  enti- 
tled to  that  part  of  the  W^pay  annuity  which 
bad  accrued  prerious  to  the  marriage;  more  espe- 
cially as  it  was  presumable  that  sne  had  in  the 
interim  incurred  nonie  expense  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  orphan  cbildreu. 

Mr.  Sgdowick  observed,  that  the  claim  to  the 
annuity  accrued  to  the  widow  immediately  <» 
the  death  of  the  officer;  that  she  bad  a  tigbt,  fr<»ii 
day  to  day;  that,  if  the  contract  of  Government 
^d  been  performed,  she  would  have  received  the 
Kiole  previous  to  her  marriage.  He  would  there- 
fore  move  to  strike  out  "the  orphan  children,"  for 
the  puKpose  of  inserting  the  name  of  their  mothra'. 
Mr.  Ajies  was  of  opinion,  that  the  only  right 
acquired  by  the  widow,  on  tne  death  of  her  hus- 
band, was  the  right  of  applying  for  the  provision: 
instead  of  making  the  application,  ahe  had  inter' 
married;  and  that  intennarriage  operatiiig  as  a 
lenimciatioa  of  the  provislim,  it  must,  in  liis  opin- 
ion, revert  to  the  children.  As  to  any  espeose 
by  her  incurred  for  the  mainteiiance  of  the  chil- 
dren;  if  the  children  receive  an  estate  from  the 
public,  tbat  estate  becomes  chargeable  with  their 
maintenance;  and  the  widow  will  come  in  like 
every  other  creditor. 

Mr.  LiTEBHOBE  observed,  that,  as  the  widow 
had  not  intermarried  during  the  seven  years  for 
which  she  was  entitled  to  the  half-pay,  her  claim 
most  still  hold  good:  it  was  a  ririit  given  to  her 
far  her  own  use — not  to  pay  her  nuiHuid's  debts. 
Her  noD'«ppUcation  for  it  could  not,  upon  any 
pnBcipU,  be  construed  into  a  transfer  of  the  right 
uom  her  to  ber  children,  who  tkad  no  pretensions 
at  all  to  it  during  the  seven  years  that  ahe  re- 
mained iinsle:  and  if  by  tiot  applying  for  Ae  pro- 
vision she  forfeited  her  claim  to  it,  the  children 
were  excluded  as  well  as  she. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMaoit  remarked,  that  in  some  of  the 
States,  where  laws  were  passea  on  sidiilar  subjects, 
no  respect  was  bad  for  the  time  past;  the  annui- 
tiae  commenci^  only  from  the  time  of  the  pass- 
ing the  law.  Further,  be  observed,  that,  if  the 
widow  had  received  the  nonev  from  day  to  day, 
the  chUdren  would  have  partaken  of  the  benefit^ 
whereas  if  it  be  now  given  to  her  new  husband, 
they  will  be  excluded  from  all  partieiimtion  in  it. 
Mr.  Laobanoe  reminded  the  committee,  diere 
was  no  act  of  Congrese  limiting  ctairos  of  this 
nature;  and  he  hoped  that  no  such  law  would 
now  be  made.  If  the  widow's  present  husband 
is  entitled  to  the  compensation,  it  must  be  given 
to  him,  although  he  may  not  make  the  proper  use 
<£  it.  The  intermarriage  of  an  officer's  widow 
involved  the  forfeiture,  not  of  what  bad  already 
uerned  ya  her,  but  of  what  was  thereafter  to  ac- 
cnie.  She  Indeonltniied  a  widow  for  saren  years; 


aad  the  delay  of.  payoent  during  that  time,  wm 
no  reason  why  sbe  should  lose  her  right. 

The  question,  on  the  motion  for  striking  out 
-'the  or^an  children,"  being  taken  and  carried, 
the  mother's  name  was  insertedi  after  which,  the 
committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave 
'   sit  again. 

TOBeoAT,  November  39. 

Mr.  LivERMORG,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  within  the  United  States ;  which  was 
received,  and  read  twice  and  committed. 

BELIEF  OF  WIDOWS,  OKPHANS,  ic. 

The  House  then  iHwseeded  to  eonttder  the 
amendments,  proposea  by  the  Committee  s£  the 
Whirfe,  to  the  "Bill  for  makiiii^  compemuiiion  to 
widowsu  orphans,  and  invalids,  in  certain  cases." 

On  the  first  ameipineai,  for  striking  out  the 
orphan  children  of  Cepiain  White,  and  inserting 
their  raotber's  naiob 

Mr.  WiLLiAMDONVaid,  tbat  on  the  marriage  «f 
the  widow  she  bad  forfeited  her  claim,  which  then 
devolved  to  her  children;  he  wished,  therefore, 
the  half-pay  should  go  to  them.  To  avoid,  how^ 
ever,  a  judicial  decision  in  the  House,  he  would 
be  content  with  saying,  "the legal reftreaentMi res'* 
of  Captain  White. 

Mr.  Saoawicc  objected  to  the  expression,  as  in- 
eluding  both  widow  and  children,  and  involviag 
a  Vision  of  the  object  in  contest. 

Mr.  S.  BoDRHB  Was  of  opioioD,  that,  by  the  io- 
termarriage  (though  after  tne  expiiuion  of  teveit 
years)  the  widow  had  relinquished  her  claim  to 
the  pension:  the  risbt  she  had  acquired  by  the 
death  of  her  husbanc^  was  only  what  the  law  calls 
"cAose  in  actumi"  it  had  only  accrued  to  h»  con- 
ditionally; and  as  die  had  not  reduced  it  iMo 
possession  previous  to  her  marriage,  she  could 
hare  no  pretensions  to  it  af^r,  as  the  resolution  of 
Congress  expressly  says,  that  if  the  widow  mar- 
ries, ibe  pension  shall  go  to  the  children.  He 
added  several  arguments,  drawn  from  the  practice 
of  the  courts,  to  show  the  invalidity  of  any  claim 
on  her  part  or  that  of  her  present  husband;  and 
eoBoluded,  by  declaring  his  opinion,  that  the  peQ- 
sioo  ouabt  to  be  paid  to  the  children, 

Mr.  LiVEBUOiu:  objeuted  lo  the  words  "It^ 
refxescnlatives,"  as  contrary  to  the  intention  af 
Congress,  when  they  origii^ly  made  the  grant, 
which  was  never  intended  as  assets^  or  to  be  dia- 
tributed  amone  the  heirs  at  law.  If  those  worda 
were  admittedi^  they  would  mm  the  pension  Mo 
a  channel  that  was  never  contemplated.  To  Mr. 
BouBKs'e  arguments  drawn  from  the  practice  of 
the  law,  he  opposed  others  derived  from  the  sane 
source;  and  maintained,  that  as  the  mother  had 
continned  seven  years  a  widow,  she  still  retaiua 
her  right;  and  tint,  even  if  she  had  forfeited  it, 
neither  the  children  nor  any  ooe  else  could  cl^iia 
it  now,  as  they  had  no  title  during  the  seren  yaara 
for  which  the  pension  was  granted. 

The  reason  why  this  petitim  came  before  Coi^ 
grass  was,  that  Congrese  had  made  no  other  }/tOr 
visioo  in  cases  of  this  kind,  than  to  recc 
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to  ike  differsnt  States  to  f^nal  such  pensions,  and 
to  charge  them  to  the  United  States ;  and  no  pro- 
rinons  irere  made  by  the  officers  of  die  Treasury, 
except  in  conseqaence  of  a  special  order.  In  the 
cases  of  some  General  officers,  who  vere  consid- 
ered not  as  belonging  to  the  State,  bnt  as  officers 
of  CoDgress,  their  widows  and  children  were 
obliged  to  petition  Congress,  as  the  State  refused 
to  make  any  proTision  for  them,  though  liviDg  in 
it.  In  the  present  case,  perhaps  the  widow  did 
not  know  she  had  such  a  right,  and  therefore  did 
not  make  application  j  but  this  delay  cannot  ope- 
rate an  eitinguishmeDt  of  her  right,  which  is  not 
lost,  but  must  belong  to  the  same  person  to  whom 
it  originally  belonged. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  was  of  opinion,  that  a  deceased 
<fficer's  widow  had  an  indisputable  title  to  what- 
ever part  of  the  pension  migni  have  accrued  pre- 
rioui  to  her  iniermarriafe:  but  if,  after  such  in- 
termarriage, she  received  Mby  portion  of  it,  the 
orphan's  guardian  would  have  a  right  to  claim  all 
that  had  been  paid  to  her  heuond  that  period.  He 
doubted,  however,  whether  Congress  ought  to 
make  such  a  determination;  as  be  thought  they 
have  no  right  to  pass  declaratory  laws  affecting 
the  rights  oT  individuals.  The  question  before  the 
House  was  a  question  of  property  between  the 
widow  and  the  orphans;  their  right  depends  upon 
an  act  of  the  former  Conrress,  and  must  be  deter- 
mined before  a  Conrt  of  Justice,  not  by  the  Legis- 
lative body,  who,  in  making  a  decision,  would  out- 
step the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Constitution. 'He 
therefore  wished  the  matter  might  be  left  open  for 
a  judicial  determination,  and  that  the  House  would 
be  content  with  saying  "the  widow  or  orphan  of 
the  late  Captain  White,  as  either  may  appear  en- 
titled thereto  by  the  act,"  &«. 

After  some  hiriher  remarks  by  Mr.  EiTTBnA 
and  Mr.  Williamson,  the  objection  stated  by  Mr. 
Smith  was  removed,  by  incorporating-  the  snb- 
stance  of  the  first  and  seventh  sections  into  one, 
by  which  it  is  enacted, 

"  Thtt  the  ComptcoUei  of  the  Treuiuy  adjoat  the 
daims  of  the  widows  and  orphans,  lespectiTel;,  u  the 
cue  may  be,  of  thn  late  Captain  R.  Lewis,  Colonel  W. 
Douglass,  Colonel  O.  Roberta,  Major  A.  Leitch,  Captain 
W.  White,  Lientenant  J.  Harria,  Colonel  W.  Bond, 
Lieutenant  W.  Nojea,  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  Elliott, 
Major  8.  Wve,  Major  B.  Huger,  Lieotenani  J.  Bmh, 
Major  C.  Motte,  and  Captain  R.  Sbubridi,  decewed,  all 
of  whom  wen  killed,  or  died  in  the  aerrice  of  the  United 


mobe  of  Congnn  of  the  Mth  of  August, 

that  llle  R%iit«r  of  the  Treasoiy  do  iame  bw  cartiA- 

eates  Mcordinglr-" 

On  proceeding  to  the  second  amendment  of  the 
committee,  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  allow  to 
Timothy  Mix  five  dollars  per  month,  Mr.  Oiles 
moved  to  strike  out  "Jtee^"  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
•erting  "aLeUen  and  t»o-tli»rdi,"  being  the  half- 
pay  of  a  Lieutenant. 

Hereupon  a  debate  took  place,  in  which  various 
reasotts  were  alleged  why  Mr.  Mix,  though  wound- 
ed in  the  nade  M  a  Sergeant,  should  m  remune- 
nted  as  aXieutenant,  sioce  by  his  valor  and  good 
conduct  he  had  risen  to  that  rank,  and  still  bravely 


fought  his  country's  battles,  notwithstanding  the 
state  of  mutilation  under  which  he  labored.  The 
difference  of  the  sum  could  be  of  little  consequence 
to  the  United  States,  though  of  the  greatest  con- 
setjnence  to  him,  wno  was  now  reduced  to  the 
painful  necessity  of  publicly  begging  his  bread: 
to  grant  him  only  a  Sergeant's  pension,  would  be 
degrading  him  from  that  rank  to  which  his  merit 
had  exalted  him.  No  apprehension  could  be  en- 
tertained that  the  grant  of  an  officer's  half-pay 
would  open  a  wide  door  for  similar  applications: 
perhaps  the  whole  of  the  United  States  would  not 
mrnisn  another  case  of  the  like  nature,  &i:. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  urged  that  even  with 
the  allowance  of  five  dollars  per  month,  he  would 
fare  belter  than  if  he  had  been  an  officer  from  the 
beginning;  since  he  had  already  received  th^  com- 
mutation for  lieutenant's  half-pay,  and  had  no  far- 
ther claim  to  any  compensation  whatever.  No 
degradation  was  meant,  nor  could  this  grant  hg 
construed  into  one:  it  was  a  gratuity,  not  a  deffi 
If  every  man  who  had  suffered  in  the  cause  of 
America  was  to  be  relieved  in  proportion  to  his 
losses  and  dbtresses,  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
United  States  would  be  drained  before  one  half  the 
claimants  could  taste  the  bounty  of  Congress,  &iC. 

The  question  being  severally  taken  on  Mr. 
Giles's  amendment,  and  on  the  amendment  of 
the  committee,  the  allowance  was  settled  at  five 
dollars  per  month. 

The  House  having  proceeded  through  the  bill 
and  the  amendments,  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  engrossment  for  a  third  reading,  and  carried.' 


WfiDncsDAT,  November  30. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  aot 
eoncerniog  Otoisuls  and  Vice  Consuls,"  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Attorney  General,  respecting  his  Report 
on  the  Judicial  System  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read:  Whereupon, 

Ordertd,  That somuchoftheorderof theninth 
instant,  as  directs  the  Aiiorney  Qeineral  to  retort 
to  this  House  such  farther  information  as  he  may 
be  in  possession  of,  relative  to  the  operation  of  the 
Judicial  System,  be  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the 
Attorney  General  on  the  Judiciary  System  of  the 
United  States  be  diacharKed  thuefrom ;  and  that 
the  said  report  be  referred  to  Mr.  SEoawicE,  Mr. 
HiLLHODSE,  Mr.  Ladbance,  Mr.  Bogoikot,  Mr. 
EiTTEHA,  Mr,  Murray,  and  Mr-  Madison. 

Mr.  GoonnuE,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  the  registering  or  re- 
cording of  ships  or  vessels;  which  was  received, 
and  read  twice  and  committed. 

BELIEF  OF  'WIDOWS,  ORPHANS.  Ac. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday,  iVom  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  the  hill  for  making  compen- 
satian  to  widows,  orphans,  and  invalids,  in  certain 
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cases;  and,  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed 
to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

And  then  the  said  bill,  being  further  amended, 
was,  together  with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  lime  to-morrow. 

A  message  honi  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring 
the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President,  in  case  or 
D  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice 


Thdbsdat,  December  1. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  making  compensation  to 
widows,  orphans, and  invalids,  in  certam  cases,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '■  An  act 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the 
officer  nrho  shall  act  as  President,  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent," was  read  the  first  time. 

RELIEF  OF  DAVID  COOK. 

The  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Hublenbeho  in  the  chair,)  proceeded  to  the  con- 
■ideralioQ  of  "A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 
CotA." 

The  purport  of  the  bill  wa^  to  allow  to  David 
Cook,  who  was  shot  through  the  bodf  at  the 
bttttle  of  Monmouth,  one-thiid  of  the  monthly  pay 
of  B  captain  of  artillery,  provided  he  would  return 
two-thirds  of  his  commutation,  bting  [as  ezpieraed 
in  the  bill]  lAe  proportion  between  the  half-pay 

Mr.  WiLLiAMBOM  objected  to  this,  as  expressing 
what  was  contrary  to  ract;  for,  as  the  commata- 
tion  was  given  for  half-pay,  his  refunding  two- 
thirds  of  the  commutation  could  only  entiUe  him 
to  a  third  of  the  half,  but  not  of  the  whole  pay. 

Mr.  LivESHOBB  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  Ftudley  wished  the  House  might,  in  the 
present  instance^  Bet  a  favorable  precedent.  He 
observed  that,  if  these  officers  who  had  receiv- 
ed wounds  in  the  service  of  their  country  were 
treated  no  better  than  others  who  had  escaped  un- 
hurt, then  there  w«s  no  compensation  allowed  for 
superior  hardship  and  suffering.  The  man  who 
was  nowounded  could,  with  the  assistance  of  his 
commutation,  em  bark  in  somebusinesss  that  would 
afford  him  a  maintenance.  The  case  was  diSer- 
ent'with  the  disabled  officer,  who  was  of  course 
obliced  to  sell.  Id  such  circumstances  as  the  lat- 
ter, he  would  wish  to  see  the  officers  permitted  to 
retain  the  commutation,  and  allowed,  moreover, 
such  part  of  the  annua)  pension  as  might  be  ne- 
cessary for  their  subsistence.  He  thought  it  a  dis- 
{[race  to  the  coontry  to  see  their  veteran  officers 
and  soldiers  pining  in  want  and  wretchedness. 
This,  however  is  the  case,  and  is  but  the  natural 
consequence  of  their  disability  i^ich  incapocitat' 
ed  them  from  duly  economiziof  their  commuta- 
tion.   In  the  case  under  coosiuration,  the  o^ecl 


was  to  place  the  officer  in  a  more  eligible  situa- 
tion ;  but  if,  after  having  been  obliged  to  refund, 
he  shoOld  die  in  the  course  of  a  year,  the  commu- 
tation would  then  be  lost  to  him  and  his  family  ; 
and,  as  to  any  apprehensions  that  might  be  enter' 
tained  of  throwing  open  a  door  for  the  admission 
of  other  claims,  by  showing  an  indulgence  in  the 
present  case,  he  was  so  far  from  being  swayed  by 
such  a  consideration  that  he  even  wished  to  see 
bumbers  of  deserving  veterans  come  forward  to 
receive  those  rewards  to  which  their  services  en- 
titled them. 

Mr.  Barnwell  observed,  that,  to  purchase  the 
half-pay  at  the  expense  of  refunding  the  commu- 
tation, was  only  receiving  with  one  hand  and  pav- 
ing away  with  the  other.  He  wished  that,  with- 
out a  repayment  of  the  commutation,  the  half-pay 
should  be  allowed  from  some  given  period. 

Mr.  Baldwin  remarked,  that,  as  the  petitioner 
had  been  examined  by  persons  appointed  to  decide 
on  the  degree  of  his  disability,  if  the  House  set 
aside  their  decision  in  the  present  instance,  they 
should  do  the  same  in  every  other  case. 

Mr.  KiTTBBA  entered  into  sundry  calculations. 
tending  to  prove  that  the  grant  of  half-pay  would 
confer  no  real  benefit  on  an  officer,  if  clogged  with 
the  condition  of  returning  the  commutation. 

Mr.  Hillsouse  wished  the  committee  might 
rise,  and  the  matter  be  postponed  until  the  proper 
officer  should,  from  the  current  value  of  the  public 
securities,  ascertain  the  rate  at  which  the  United 
States  may  be  indemnified  for  the  commutation, 
that  the  repayment  may  only  be  made  in  propor- 

Mr.  Habtlet  observed,  that  the  Committee 
were  about  to  establish  a  principle  which  would 

affect  a  number  of  officers.  Pursuant  to  their  con- 
tract with  the  public,  they  were  entitled  to  half- 
pay  for  life  ;  in  lieu  of  which,  they  thought  it  more 
to  their  advantage,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
to  accept  of  whole  pay  for  five  years.  Since  that 
period,  however,  many  of  them  have  been  so  af- 
fected by  their  wounds  as  to  be  disabled  from  oh-, 
taining  a  livelihood.  Something  ought,  in  his 
opinion,  to  be  done  for  those  men,  whom  it  was 
cruel  to  see  travelling  about  in  distress,  after  they 
had  rendered  such  services  to  their  country.  He 
adverted  to  the  circumstance  of  the  amount  of  the 
half-pay  being  alone  snfficient  (without  refunding) 
to  discharge  the  commutation,  in  a  certain  num- 
ber of  years ;  after  which,  he  thought  it  but  jus- 
lice  that  those  unfortunate  men  should  receive  a 
further  compensation  for  their  services  and  suffer- 
inss.  This  Deing,hovrever,aquestion  of  conside- 
rable  moment,  he  wished  the  committee  might 
rise,  to  consider  again  to-morrow- 
Mr.  BooniHOT  opposed  the  rising  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  he  saw  no  advantage  in  postponing  the 
business.  The  public  officers  had,  fir  several 
years,  pursued^  in  cases  of  this  nature,  a  regular 
system,  in  which  he  thought  it  might  prove  dan- 
gerous to  innovate.  A  general  revision  of  the 
claims  of  the  officers  on  the  pension  list  would  be 
attended  with  much  difficulty.  Belter  that  the 
House  should  determine  on  particular  cases.  The 
one  under  consideration  he  wished  to  see  taken  up 
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oa  its  own  merits,  and  a  provisiaa  made  suitable- 
(o  the  peculiarity  of  the  circumstaaces. 

Mr.  Parker  disapproved  of  passing  laws  for 
particular  cases,  when  they  could  all  be  embraced 
by  a  general  one.  If  the  commitlee  should  rise, 
he  hoped  it  would  be  for  the  purpose  of  reporting 
their  opiDion  in  favor  of  passing  a  bill  to  make  a 
geneial  provisioD  for  all  such  cases.  If  they  pio- 
ceeded  in  the  bill  under  consideration,  he  would 
wish  to  include  in  it  Captain  Campbell,  in  whose 
favor  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  had  just 
been  read. 

The  question  on  the  committee's  rising  being 
taken  and  lost, 

Mr.  BouniifOT  observed,  that  unless  Captain 
Cook's  situation  (in  consequence  of  his  wound) 
be  now  worse  than  it  was  at  the  time  of  inspec- 
tion, the  House  ou^ht  strictly  to  adhere  to  the 
[irinciple  laid  down  in  the  rule  heretofore  estab- 
isbed.  He  tbought  it  dangerous  to  change  that 
law  in  an  individual  case.  If  any  innovation  were 
to  take  place,  it  ought  equally  to  extend  to  all ; 
otherwise,  petitions  would  be  jpouciag  in  by  every 
man  on  the  pension  list,  suing  tor  the  same  advan- 
tages that  had  been  granted  to  one.  If  Captain 
Cook's  situation  were  grown  worse,  his  particu- 
lar circumstances  might  require  the  particular  at- 
tention of  the  House  ;  otherwise,  it  would  be  pru- 
dent to  weieh  the  consequences  of  deviating  Irom 
the  established  rule.  A  number  of  invalids  had, 
on  refundins  part  of  their  commutation,  been  ad- 
mitted on  the  pension  list ;  and  if  the  House  did 
not  think  that  a  sufficient  compensation  for  wounds 
and  services,  the  same  additional  favor  that  was 
shown  to  any  one  ought  to  be  generally  extended 
to  every  one.  This  he  thought  the  onlv  path  to 
be  pursued,  if  the  House  wished  to  avoia  tbe  im- 
putation of  ii^justice  to  many  worthy  men,  whose 
names  are  on  the  pension  IJsL 

After  some  further  debate,  the  commitlee  rose 
and  reported  the  hilt,  without  amendments 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pabkeb,  it  wasihen  proposed 
to  amend  the  hill  by  the  insertion  of  a  clause  for 
the  admission  of  Captain  Campbell  (above  men- 
tioned) on  the  pension  list,  with  an  allowance  of 
the  half-pay  ofa  captain  of  infantry. 

Several  gentlemen  having  spoken  in  support  of 
the  amendment, 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONB  expressed  a  wish  to  see  a 
suitable  provision  made  for  every  case  similar  to 
the  two  under  consideration, but  thought  the  House 
were  pursuing  a  very  improper  mode  of  making 
such  provision.  Equal  justice  ought  to  he  done 
to  all.  This  was  not  the  case  in  tbe  present  in- 
stance, in  which  the  two  officers  were  put  on  an 
unequal  footing.  He  saw  no  reason  whv  one 
should  receive  more,  and  the  other  (merely  be- 
cause he  had  not  asked  more)  should  receive  less. 
When  officers  are  put  on  the  pension  list,  this 
ought  to  be  done  in  the  most  convenient  manner, 
and  some  general  law  must  be  made  for  the  pur- 
pose. Such  a  measure  would  obviate  the  incon- 
venience of  throwing  in  fractions  of  £20  to  one 
and  £50  to  another.  If  gentlemen  would  suffer 
the  bill  to  pass  as  repprtedby  the  committee.  Cap- 
tain Campbell,  and  many  otketa  in  gjnular  cir- 


cumstances, might  be  provided  for  by  a  geneni 

Mi.  Waubwobtb  observed,  that  many  such  pe- 
titioners had  waited  three  years  without  receiTing 
any  relief.  He  admitted  that  the  resolutions  M 
the  old  Congress  excluded  the  petitioner  from  the 
pension  list,  unless  the  commutation  were  return- 
ed ;  but  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  consider 
themselves  as  bound  by  those  resolutions.  He 
could  not  consent  to  see  the  few  invalids  who  have 
survived  their  hardships  and  distresses,  doomed  to 
starve  and  perish  for  want.  The  whole  annual 
amount  of  t£e  invalid  pensions  is  only  $87,000 — 
a  sum  far  short  of  what  is,  in  many  countries  of 
Europe,  annually  spent  by  a  single  individual; 
and  even  this  is  every  day  diminishing.  As  to 
the  idea  of  a  "  eeneral  bill,"  he  bad  often  heard 
general  bills  talKed  of,  when  there  was  a  question 
of  postponing  the  consideration  of  particular  cases, 
but  he  had  ever  observed  them  to  end  in  nothing. 
He  was  pleased,  however,  to  see  in  the  House  an 
increasing  disposition  to  do  justice.  He  hoped 
the  same  spirit  had  extended  its  ioduence  to  the 
Senate,  and  that  they  would  be  disposed  to  do  jus- 
tice also. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendmenL 
and  carried,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
tat  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  BotTDiHOT  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  tlMl 


lids,  widows,  and  orphans,  as  are,  in  his  opiuioD, 
justly  entitled  to  the  provisions  made  by  the  for- 
mer Congress,  but  have  been  prevented  frinn  n- 
ceiving  the  same;  together  with  the  particolni 
circumstances  attending  such  claims;  and  also  a 
similar  statemojit  of  the  claims  of  aU  other  per- 
sons belonging  to  his  Department  who  have  bean 
prevented  from  exhibiting  the  same  in  dne  lime. 
Ordered,  That  a  coimnittee  be  appointed  to  pw- 
pare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  explain  and 
amend  the  acts  which  relate  to  the  seven  yean* 
half  pay  prombed  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
officers  who  died  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  persons  who  are,  or  have  been,  en- 
titled to  pensions  as  invalids;  and  that  Mr.  Lao- 
BtNCE,  Mr.  FiTzsiHosa,  and  Mr.  Babnwbli.,  be 
the  said  committee. 

Fnin&Y,  December  2. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Cook, 
and  Thomas  Campbell,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  Statei^  and  declaring  the 
officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  va- 
cancies in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice 
President,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House.    Committed. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  petition  of  Nathaniel  Luoap, 
which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  Secra- 
Ury  of  War. 

A  memorial  andpetitioD  of  the  Socie^ofUu- 
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read,  piayiog  that  ine  resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
thiw  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eigbtf-eisbt,  m&king  a  iFrant  of  certain  lands 
for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Society,  may  be  con- 
firmed, and  wairaols  issued  to  survey  the  same. 
Referred. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government,  for  tbe 
year  cme  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nioely-two. 

Mr.  Pabeer  observed,  that  the  sum  contem- 
plated to  be  granted  by  the  biU  before  the  com- 
mittee was  nearly  double  the  amount  of  that 
rited  for  a  former  year.  He  conceived  it  was 
duty  of  the  committee  who  reported  this  hill 
to  have  examined  into  the  expenditure  of  tbe 
former  appropriations,  and  called  on  them  for  in- 
formalion  on  this  bead. 

Mr.  L&DBANCE  said,  that  it  was  not  tbe  duly  ot 
the  committee  to  collect  the  information  called 
for.  Public  officers  had  their  accounts  settled 
cording  to  law,  and  those  settlements  were  open 
to  tbe  inspection  of  tbe  members.  It  was  only 
the  duty  of  tbe  committee  to  examine  the  esti- 
mates contained  in  the  Report  of  tbe  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury,  and  to  report  a  hill,  providing  for 
the  expenses  of  Government  and  the  discharge  of 
claims  due  in  1793.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole 
would  also  examine  those  estimates.  The  amount 
of  salaries  depended  upon  the  positive  laws  of  tbe 
Legislature,  and  the  estimates  from  the  different 
offices  stated  to  what  purpose  the  money  called 
for  by  each  was  intended  to  be  applied.  If  from 
the  documents  in  the  possession  of  the 
it  was  found  that  money  was  wanted,  money 
would  be  granted  he  supposed ;  if  money  was  not 
found  wanting,  grants  would  not  be  made.  When 
the  former  Congress  miide  grants  of  money  for 

Krticular  purposes,  they  necessarily  relied  on  the 
nor  of  their  officers  tnat  it  would  be  expended 
agreeably  to  appropriation. 

Mr.  Pabker  did  not  doubt  but  that  the  com- 
mittee had  done  what  they  thought  their  duty. 
but  his  wish  in  rising  was  to  provoke  an  inquiry 
into  the  expeodiiuie  of  money  heretofore  appro- 
priated. He  had  no  doubt  of  the  integrity  of  the 
officers  into  whose  hands  tbe  mouey  was  intrusted, 
yet  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  to  inquire  in  what  macmei  the  money 
of  their  constituents  was  expended.  The  sums 
intended  for  the  War  Department  he  considered 
as  very  considerable,  and  for  the  Treasury  De- 
partment sums  were  called  for  to  pay  a  number  of 
clerks,  who  perhaps  were  not  all  employed.  He 
concluded  by  declaring  that  he  could  not  vote  in 
bvor  of  the  bill  until  he  had  obtained  tbe  informa- 
tion he  called  for. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMOHB  remarked,  that  the  allowance 
of  the  difiereni  clerks  of  tbe  Treasury  would  not 
be  paid,  if  it  was  not  shown  to  the  proser  officer 
that  they  had  been  employed  and  had  apae  their 
duty, 
^r.  BALnwin  said  the  committee,  of  which  he 


was  a  member,  had  not  been  appointed  to  ia^uiie 

into  the  cxpenoiture  of  former  appropriated  money, 
but  to  bring  in  a  bill  agreeably  to  the  report ;  yet, 
as  an  individual  member,  he  had  called  at  the 
Register's  office,  and  had  been  induced  to  look 
over  the  accounts.  lu  that  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  three  thousand  dollars  bad  been  appro- 
priated last  year  for  contingent  expenses.  He  did 
not  see  that  that  sum  had  Men  short,  though  that 
officer  now  called  for  four  thousand  five  hiudred 

an  appropriation  for  the  expenses  of 
1793.    The   reason  for  granting  this  mcreased 

stated  that  some  articles  had  risen  in 


wished  he  would  point  out  those  parts  on  which 
his  dislike  to  it  was  grounded.  They  appeared  to 
amount  to  this,  thatne  would  not  rote  lor  an  ^ 
proprialion  bill- 
Mr.  Smitb  (N.  H^  said  the  bill  was  intended 
to  make  provision  for  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  he  could  see  no  necessiry  coimexion 
between  tbe  object  of  it  and  an  examination  into 
the  expenditure  of  money  already  appropriated. 
He  saw  no  reason  for  suspending  his  determina- 
tion on  this  till  he  had  received  satistacttiry  in- 
formation on  the  other  head ;  for  if  the  cfficeiB 
were  not  able  to  account  for  one  farthing  of  the 
money  appropriated,  yel  it  would  be  necesaary  to 
vide  lor  future  expenses.    He  agreed  that  the 


Mr.  CuiHK  thought  the  in^iry  n 
sary,  but  well-timed.  There  was  no  doubt-that 
the  money  appropriated  had  been  expended ;  but 
he  wished  to  know  whether  it  had  been  pro- 
perly expended.  It  was  necessary  to  kaovnow 
It  was  expended,  before  any  more  was  apfwoiai- 
aled.  •This  information  sboidd  form  the  ground 
of  fuliue  appropriations. 

Mr.  Parebb  deelared  he  had  no  intention  of 
unnecessarily  impeding  the  progress  of  the  bill 
before  the  committee ;  but  he  saw  no  naceaaity 
for  huriyiog  th*  business — to  give  two  or  three 
days  for  inquiries  would  be  no  iiyury  to  it.  He 
did  not  know  that  any  money  had  been  applied 
by  any  of  the  officers  af  Government  improperly, 
bat  he  conceived  it  his  duly  to  inquiie.  As  soon 
as  the  inquiry  was  made,  and  the  infonnation  he 
called  for  obtained,  he  was  ready  lo  grant  every 
requisite  supply;  because  he  was  confident  thai 
these  inquiries,  once  madej  would  never  be  ne- 
glectedj  and  a  habit  would  follow  to  look  into  the 
expenditure  of  all  public  appropriations.  He  again 
adverted  lo  tbe  great  increase  of  expense,  by  com- 
wing  the  appropriation  of  the  second  session  of 
Congress  and  the  one  proposed  by  the  biU  be&ae 
the  committee.  The  first  was  about  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  this  upwards  of  a  tuillioa. 
Perhaps  there  was  a  necessity  for  thi«  increase, 
and  all  money  heretofore  granted  had  been  pro- 
perly expended,  but  this  he  widied  mi^  be  ande 

1^jX^»MC»  wiihed  erery.  put  of  the  bill 
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thoroughly  examinect,  and  eTery  member  satisfied 
that  the  sums  called  for  were  necessary  before 
they  were  appropriated.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  who  first  objected  to  the  bill,  only  took 
a  comparative  view  of  the  sum  total  of  former 
^proprlations  and  of  that  contemplated  by  the 
bill.  He  wished  the  gentleman  would  turn  to  the 
particulars,  and  view  the  variety  and  nature  of 
the  calls  on  the  Treasury  for  1792.  He  noticed 
the  mention  thst  had  been  made  of  the  increased 
suns  called  for,  for  the  coDtingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate,  and  said  that,  if  the  wlkole  o(u\is  was  not 
expended,  the  remainder  would  lay  in  the  Trea- 
sury,  and  such  parts  as  were  expended  musi  be 
accounted  for  by  the  proper  officer  to  the  proper 
office  where  it  was  open  to  inspection. 

Mr.  Smitb  (3.  C.)  wished  that  die  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  to  satisfy  his  doubts  respecting  the 
expenditure  of  former  appropriations,  would  take 
the  trouble  of  examining  the  accounts  of  Che  Trea- 
surer, which  had  already  been  lying  on  the  table 
for  three  weeks.  He  mentionea  some  of  the  ob- 
jects that  occurred  at  the  present  session,  and 
which  called  for  an  increase  of  the  sum  to  be  ap- 
propriated. Among  these  he  enumeraletl  the  in- 
crease of  our  armv  m  consequence  of  the  attacks 
on  our  frontiers,  tne  expense  incurred  in  taking 
the  census,  the  additional  claims  on  Government, 
and  the  expense  of  the  Government  of  the  South- 
western Territory.  He  wished  the  gentleman  to 
stale  the  particular  parts  of  the  bill  he  objected  to. 
If  he  did  this,  the  attention  of  the  committee 
would  be  turned  to  one  point,  and  progress  might 
be  made  in  the  business. 

Mr.  Steele  thought  the  objections  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virmnia  (Mr.  Parker)  proper; 
and  fully  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  checking  the 
progress  of  the  bill  until  the  information  call^  for 
by  that  gentleman  could  be  obtained.  The  inten- 
tion, he  conceived,  in  appointing  a  select  cam- 
mitlee  was,  that  tney  should  zamine  the  esti- 
mates on  which  the  appropriation  bill  was  to  be 
founded.  He  wished  to  know  how  it  happened 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  for  coniini     ' 

expenses  of  that  body,  should  call  for  four  tt 

sand  five  hundred  dollars,  when  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Repiesentatives  only  called  for  five 
thousand  five  htmdred  dollars,  though  the  last 
mentioned  body  is  so  much  more  numerous  than 
the  first.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  annual  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Auditor's  and  Comptrol- 
ler^ offices  must  now  be  well  known  from  expe- 
rience, and  that  suppogiHon  was  no  loitger  proper 
in  estimating  the  sums  necessary  to  be  apppropri- 
ated  for  those  objects.  He  conceived  that  Uie  last 
year's  expenses  oeing  inquired  into,  would  give 
the  sum  necessary  for  the  next.  He  wished  (o 
depend  on  the  select  committee  for  every  informa- 
tion of  this  kind;  and,  if  they  were  not  able  to 
give  it,  he  conceived  they  had  not  done  their  duty. 

Mr.  Laubahce  supposed  it  was  the  duty  of 
members  to  inform  themselves  on  every  subject 
that  came  before  the  House,  In  this  instance, 
want  of  time  could  not  be  [beaded  in  excuse  for  a 
ne^ect  of  this  duly.  The  estimate  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  early  in  the  session  been 


handed  in,  was  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House, 
and  a  copy  put  into  the  hands  of  each  member,  so 
that  they  had  a  full  opportunity  of  examining  it. 
The  bill  now  before  the  committee  had  been  re- 
ported two  weeks  since;  so  that,  from  the  time  of 
the  bill's  being  reported,  the  busmess  had  not  been 
precipitated.  Gentlemen  knew  the  subject  was 
before  them,  and  if  they  had  examined  into  it, 
their  minds  would  be  made  up,  because  there  were 
maCeriab  on  which  their  opinions  could  be  formed, 
Relative  to  the  two  particulars  adverted  to,  first 
the  increased  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  he  observed,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
any  member  of  the  committee  positively  to  de- 
clare that  the  additional  sum  of  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  to  the  former  allowance  was  too 
much.  With  respect  to  the  estimate  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  House,  it  was  particular,  it  was  easily  ex- 
amined, and  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 
competent  to  determine  whether  any  items  of  it 
appeared  unreasonable.  The  contingencies  in  the 
War  Department,  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  dbc, 
if  they  were  higher  than  heretofore,  it  should  be 
considered  that  rents  are  raised,  and  wood  higher, 
and  an  allowance  should  therefore  be  made.  He 
was  sorry  to  hear  it  said  that  the  committee  -had 
not  done  their  duty.  The  information  called  for,' 
he  repeated,  was  on  the  table.  It  was  impossible 
for  the  committee  to  say  the  exact  quantity  of 
wood,  paper,  die.,  necessary  for  the  Houses — some- 
thlog  must  be  le^  to  the  honor  and  integrity  of 
the  persons  intrusted  with  making  the  purchase 
of  tnese  articles. 

Mr,  Gerrv  said,  that  the  committee  were  di- 
rected to  report  a  bill  pursuant  to  the  estimate 
made,  and  tneir  duty  had  no  relation  to  the  ex- 
amination of  the  last  year's  expenditure.  Yet  he 
conceived  it  the  duty  of  the  House  to  make  some 
such  inquiry,  and  he  hoped  the  committee  would 
.rise  to  give  time  to  collect  this  information.  He 
wished  the  House  would  make  it  a  rule  that  every 
Executive  should,  at  each  session,  lay  before  the 
House  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  all  the 
money  passing  through  their  hands.  The  people 
depended  ou  tneir  Representatives  for  a  scrutiny 
into  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  He 
wished,  at  present,  that  a  committee  should  be 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  expenditure  of  all 
former  appropriations,  and  thai  a  rule  should  be 
established  to  apply  for  the  future,  and  procure 
regular  accounts  from  every  branch  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Department.  The  effect  of  this,  in  the 
end,  would  be  to  increase  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  those  officers,  by  bringing  the  rectitude 
of  their  official  conduct  to  full  evidence,  and 
would  be  the  best  guard  against  the  embezzlement 
of  public  money,  should  we  be  less  fortunate  in 
future  in  the  choice  of  Executive  ofiicers.  If  some 
such  plan  as  this  was  not  adopted,  the  Represent- 
atives would  have  no  more  idea  of  the  money  ex- 
pended than  the  people  themselves,  and  the  people 
no  more  than  if  their  officers  were  in  the  moon. 
He  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
rise  until  some  more  notice  had  been  taken  of  the 
objections  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.    His 
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ebafges  were  to  the  bQl  in  geneTal,  and  were 
founded  upon  (be  difference  belweeo  the  aum  total 
of  the  appropriB.tion  contemplated  in  the  bill,  and 
that  of  K)nneT  appropriations,  a  difference  of  about 
four  hundred  tbousand  dollars.  To  account  for 
this  difference  he  wished  the  gentleman  would 
turn  his  alteutiOD  to  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury;  in  which  he  would  find  a  num- 
ber of  extraordinary  calls  for  considerable  ^prb- 
prialioos.  A  considerable  sum  to  the  Einf  of 
France;  a  large  sum,  the  balance  of  an  old  ac- 
count due  Oliver  Pollock;  one  hundred  and  twenty 
diousand  dollars,  a  deficiency  in  last  year's  appro- 
priatioQ;  considerable  expenses  in  consequence  of 
an  increase  of  our  army  for  the  defence  of  the 
PennsylTania  and  Virginia  frontiers.  He  men- 
tioned that  if  the  lums  called  for  to  provide  for 
these  objects,  and  a  few  more  which  he  enume- 
rated, were  added  together  they  would  be  foimd 
to  make  up  neatly  the  difference  complained  of. 
This  explanation  he  considered  as  necessary,  lest 
it  should  be  imagined  that  our  regular  annual  ex- 
penses had  increased  in  the  aum  of  four  hundred 
itiousand  doilara.  These  ezttaordinary  expenses 
wete  peculiar  to  the  ensuing  rear,  ana  couJd  not 
be  reckoned  as  an  increase  to  tne  annual  expenses 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Steei^  wished  the  members  of  the  select 
conmiittee  would  declare  whether  they  had  exa- 
mined  the  items  of  the  particnlar  estimates  laid 
before  them.  He  was  willing  to  rely  on  their  opin- 
ion of  them  to  make  up  his  own  mind. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  the  committee  were  only  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  a  bill  in  conformity  to  the  esti- 
mates laid  before  the  House.  He  conceived  that, 
as  every  member  had  a  right  to  examine  the  do- 
cuments aa  which  those  estimates  were  founded, 
that  they  would  take  the  necessary  steps  to  ac- 
quire information.  For  his  own  pert,  he  bad  been 
induced  for  this  purpose  to  call  at  tne  Register's 
office.  He  had  procured  from  the  Register  such 
papers  (making  himself  personally  responsible  for 
their  safety)  as  threw  sufficient  light  upon  it  to 
satisfy  his  mind;  those  papers  were  on  the  table 
and  open  to  the  inspection  of  every  member. 

Mr.  OiLEB  was  of  opinion  that  the  committee 
had  done  their  duty,  and  had  acted  in  conformity 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House.  He  mentioned 
his  being  one  of  a  small  minority  against  that  reso- 
tntion,  when  it  was  under  consideration.  At  that 
time  be  was  of  opinion  that  some  previous  exami- 
nation was  necessary.  He  adverted  to  the  esti- 
mate from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate.  That 
officer  called  for  four  thousand  five  himdred  dol- 
lars, for  contingent  expenses^  though  it  did  not 
appear  that  there  was  a  deficiency  m  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars  granted  last  year.  The 
only  reason  that  was  given  for  an  increase  of  fifty 
per  cent,  was,  the  increased  price  of  the  articles 
to  be  purchased.  He  was  against  allowing  an  un- 
necessary latitude  in  appropriations.  It  would 
generally  be  found  that  the  expenditures  would 
come  up  Tery  near  to  the  sum  appropriated;  and 
if  three  thousand  dollars  were  sufficient  last  year, 
it  remained  to  be  determined  whether  the  in- 
creased price  of  articles  warranted  an  increase  of 


fifty  per  c( 


1  the  sums  to  be  appropriated  now. 
in  the  appropriations  for  the  De- 
partment of  War,  from  good  reasons,  was  neces- 
sary, this  was  no  reason  wh]f  the  coniincent  ex- 
penses of  the  Senate  should  increase.  He  hoped 
the  passage  of  the  bill  would  not  be  precipitated, 
and  was  of  opinion  that  information  should  be 
previously  obtained.  He  approved  of  the  idea 
suggested  by  Mr.  Gerrv,  to  call  on  Executive 
amceta  at  stated  times  for  their  accounts.  It  had 
been  said  that  members  could  seek  for  information 
at  their  offices;  be  thought  it  more  proper  that 
officers  should  be  called  upon  to  oring  their 
accounts  to  the  House.     He  did  not  like  the  mode 

Kintedout;  and,indeed,  even  supposing  the  mem- 
rs  had  neglected  a  duty,  yet  he  hoped  further 
time  would  not  be  refused.  He  was  for  the  com- 
mittee's rising. 

Mr.  Bashwell  was  of  opinion  that  the  Report 
of  the  Treasurer,  containing  a  full  account  of  the 
receipt  and  exjieDditure  ofall  the  public  money, 
was  tne  fullest  information  that  need  be  received. 
Neither  the  members  of  the  House,  nor  a  commit- 
tee of  it,  could  possibly  examine  into  the  minutite 
and  items  of  every  public  account.  The  Comp- 
troller, Treasurer,  and  Register,  were  the  proper 
officers  to  do  this.  If  any  member  of  the  House 
dissatisfied  with  any  particular  charge  re- 
ceived at  the  Treasury,  he  could,  either  as  an 
individual,  call  and  examine  into  its  propriety,  or 
on  the  Boor  of  the  House  call  for  the  information 
he  wanted  to  satisfy  his  mind. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  was  against  the  committee's 
rising.  Many  of  the  items  in  the  appropriation 
bill  were  right  without  doubt,  and  papers  were  on 
the  table  to  explain  the  propriety  of  ottiers.  Sala- 
ries would  not  be  disputed.  If  clerks  were  un- 
employed at  the  offices,  they  would  not  be  paid. 
The  contemplated  appropriations  for  contingent 
and  incidental  expenses  depended  on  estimates 
which  were  before  the  committee;  and  if  any 
are  thought  too  considerable,  motions  may  be 
made  to  reduce  them;  but  to  rise  now  would  be 
mere  waste  of  time.  He  enumerated  some  of  the 
objects  of  expense  which  called  for  a  larger  appro- 
priation this  year,  to  remove  the  general  objectitms 
of  the  eentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Maoison  considered  the  present  a  good  op- 
portunity to  determine  how  far  the  House  could 
go  into  an  examination  of  the  accounts  of  j>ublic 
officers.  It  was  true,  that  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  were  the  guardians  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, and  consequently  it  was  their  duty  to  satisfy 
themselves  as  far  as  possible  of  the  sources  from 
which  money  flowed  into  the  Treasury — how  that 
money  was  applied — under  what  authority — and 
to  inquire,  at  different  times,  what  balance  actu- 
ally remained  in  the  Treasury.  This,  he  con- 
ceived, could  best  be  done  by  appointing  a  com- 
mittee periodically  to  examine  the  books  of  the 
Treasurer,  see  what  balance  appeared  on  the  foce 
of  them,  and  inquire  whether  that  balance  was 
really  in  the  Treasury.  He  mentioned  the  prac- 
tice of  the  former  Congress,  to  appoint  four  com- 
mittees to  inspect  the  operations  of  the  four  De- 
partments   uiHter    them.      These    Departments, 
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however,  now  belonged  more  lo  the  ETecutivej 
but  Ai\l,  as  the  Representatives  were,  by  the  Con- 
stitation,  made  the  guardians  of  the  public  money, 
they  bad  a  right,  and  it  was  their  duty,  to  iaspect 
the  operationsof  the  Treasury  Department.  This 
right  could  Dot  be  conveniently  exercised,  in  his 
opinion,  by  the  whole  body,  but  it  should  be  done 
by  a  detachment  from  it,  who  would  report  the 
necessary  information.  This  mode  of  proceeding; 
was  usual.  He  instanced  the  practice  of  [be  Bri- 
tish House  of  Commons,  and  of  several  State  Le- 
gislatures. Even  if  these  inquiries  procured  no 
more  information  than  was  obtained  by  means  of 
reports  from  the  diSerent  officers  of  Government, 
yet  being  made  by  the  immediate  Representatives 
of  tbe  peo_ple,  they  would  give  more  satisfaction. 
So  far  as  it  was  useful  to  ascertain  the  real  ba- 
lance in  the  Treasury,  so  far  these  periodical  com- 
mittees would  be  of  tbe  first  utility.  A  question 
arose,  whether  the  progress  of  the  bill  before  the 
committee  should  be  stopped  to  make  (hose  in- 
quiries, or  whether  it  should  be  suffered  to  go  on, 
on  the  supposition  that  all  was  right.  He  wished 
the  proper  regulations  on  this  subject  settled,  es 
stanaing  regulations,  and  to  be  adopted  before 
any  idea  of  their  necessity  should  arise  from  sus- 
picious circumstances. 

Mr.  Laurance  wished  to  proceed  in  the  bill  as 
far  as  the  information  already  in  the  possession  of 
the  House  would  carry  them. 

Mr.  Gerry  made  some  observations,  lo  show 
that  accounts  from  the  Treasury  could  never  give 
the  information  wanted;  they  generally  stated 
sums  of  money  paid  to  individuals,  without  men- 
tion of  particular  objects  to  which  ihey  were  ineant 
to  be  applied,  This  was  a  favorable  opportunity 
to  establish  some  such  regulations  as  were  con- 
templated by  members.  Our  officers  have,  and 
deserve,  the  confidence  of  the  people.  It  would 
be  too  late  to  attempt  to  make  those  regulations 
when  there  were  reasons  for  suspicion;  the  inllU' 
ence  of  suspected  officers  woold  be  exerted  tc 
oppose  them. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Baldwin,  Giles,  and  FiTZBiMOwa;  after  which, 
tbe  question  was  put,  and  tbe  Committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

MoNDAV,  December  5. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making 
appropriaiiona  for  the  support  of  Government,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two;  and,  after  some  time  ^nt  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  amendments, 
be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Lao  rah  cc,  Mr.  Baldwin, 
and  Mr.  AeHE. 

The  Speaker  laid'  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  ibe  Secretary  of  Treasury,  accompanying 
bis  report  on  the  subject  of  Manufactures,  made 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  House  of  Che  fifteenth 
of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 


from  tbe  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales,  accom- 
panying hisaccount  of  receipts  and  expenditure* 
of  tlie  public  moneys,  between  the  first  of  July, 

and  the  thirtieth  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one ;  which  weie  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Benson  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  join,  a  comtuit- 
tee  ol  the  Senate,  to  consider  and  report  the  naost 
ligible  manner  of  carrying  into  effect  a  former 
resolution  of  Congress  respecting  the  ereclioii  f^ 
I  Equestrian  Statue,  in  honor  of  General  Wasb- 
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The  House  then,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resolveditselfmtoaCommittee  of  the  Whole, 
and  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the  appropris' 
'^m  bill — Mr.  Moblenbbbo  in  the  chair.  - 

In  proceeding  through  the  bill,  the  several  items 
ere  separately  considered,  and  agreed  to.  Some 
occasional  remarks  were  matte;  hut  no  material 
debate  took  place.  One  amendment  was  proposed, 
by  which  the  bill  is  made  to  express  the  several 
purposes  for  which  the  moneys  are  appropriated, 
mstead  of  appropriating  sums  in  gross,  with  a  re- 
ference to  the  Secretary's  estimate,  for  particulara. 

The  committee  having  reported  the  bill  and  the 
amendment,  tbe  House  adopted  the  same,  and  re- 
committed the  bill  to  the  select  committee,  who 
bad  originally  framed  it,  with  instructions  to  new- 
model  it  pursuant  to  the  sense  of  tbe  House. 

Mr.  Qebby  presented  a  resolution  in  lieu  of  one 
which  he  laid  on  the  table  on  Friday  last,  making 
it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
report  to  the  House,  on  the  third  Monday  of  every 
session,  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  public  money  appropriated  during  the 
preceding  session,  so  iar  as  he  shall  then  have  it 
m  his  power  to  state  particulars;  and  if  he  be  un- 
able to  ^ive  an  accurate  statement  of  the  whole, 
at  the  time  appointed,  he  is  to  complete  it  as  aaaa 
afterwards  as  may  be. 

TnESDAT,  December  6. 

Resolced,  That  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Gebbt,  and 
Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  be  appointed  a 
committee  on  the  paxtof  this  House,  jointly,  with 
such  committee  as  shall  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  tbe  Senate,  lo  consider  and  report  to  Congress 
the  most  eligible  manner  for  carrying  intoeffect  the 
resolution  of  the  United  States  in  Confess  aasem- 
bled,  of  the  seventh  of  August,  1783,  directing  thai 
an  Equestriaa  Statue  of  General  Wasbihotoii 
should  be  erected. 

Tbe  three  fallowing  motions  being  severally 
made  and  seconded,  to  wit: 

"  Firtl.  That  ■  committee  be  appmntad  to  examnw 
uid  report  upon  the  >tate  of  the  Treuuiy  Deputmont; 
and  that  such  committee  be  sppoinled  on  the  •ecsnd 
Monday  aftei  tbe  meeting  of  Congreaa  in  eTerj  iiiwiiin 

"  Second.  Thst  it  ihall  be  the  duty  of  the  Socrataiy 
of  the  Treuury  to  report  to  this  House,  on  the  third 
Monday  of  every  annual  (enion  of  Congress,  ■  regnlil 
Matement  and  account  of  the  recmpta  and  expeaditmu 
of  all  public  money,  Bit  the  precedmg  year,  M  biailhe 
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same  can  be  then  iscertauied ;  and  u  soon  thBreafler 
•I  cucumstuiaH  will  pennit,  of  Bach  receipts  end  «i- 
panditarae  u  canaot  be  apedfied  in  the  fint  ■utsment. 
"  'mrd.  That,  within  Ute  montb  of  Janoaiy  in  eacb 
TMT,  if  CangreM  ihall  be  then  ip  aeMian, or, itnot then 
in  eeMOD,  within  the  fintwoek  of  each  succeeding  aee- 
non,  the  Seoetat  j  of  the  TicMOry  ihall  laj  befbre  the 
HoueB  ot  SepmentoliTea  an  accurate  etatemcnt  of  le- 
oeipta  and  eipendttiuM  down  to  the  lut  da;  of  the 
month  of  De(»mber  immediately  preceding,  including 
Uie  nid  ds; ;  in  which  atatement  shall  be  dittingui^ied 
the  eipenditurea  which  Ul  under  each  head  of  appro- 
priation,-and  allBll  be  ilwwn  the  eiunE,  if  anj,  which 
remain  unexpended  of  «uch  upropriations.  And  that 
a  committee  be  thereupon  Ibithnitb  appointed  to  exam- 
ine the  *aid  atalement,  and  report  concerning  the  aame 
to  the  Honae,  and  that  thia  be  oonaidered  as  a  standing 

Ordered,  /Tbal  the  said  motions  be  referred  to 
Hr.  QcBKY.  Mr.  Dayton,  and  Mr.  Babnwbll; 
that  they  do  examiae  toe  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinioa  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

POST  OPPtCB  BILL. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  estahlishiog  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Road*  withio  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  3£DQwicK  moved  to  strike  out  all  that 
danse  of  the  bill  which  designated  the  roads,  and 
to  insert,  instead  thereof,  these  words,  "by  ruck 
route  OM  the  Prtmdaii  of  Vie  United  Statet  ahatl, 
from  time  to  time,  catue  to  be  eslabtiehed." 

It  had  appeared,  he  said,  to  be  the  sense  of  the 
Hoose,  when  this  subject  was  formerly  under  con- 
BtdentlioD,  that  the  deraarkation  of  the  particalar 
roads  should  be  intrusted  to  the  Elxecutire;  the 
only  difference  had  been  with  respect  to  the  mode 
of  expression — but  the  effect  was  stilt  to  have  been 
the  same — some  gentlemen  thinking  it  best  to 
leare  the  details  of  this  business  entirely  to  the 
supreme  Executive,  others  wishing  to  name  the 
Postmaster  General.  The  members  of  the  House 
could  not  ije  snpposed  to  possess  every  informa- 
tion that  might  tte  requisite  on  this  subject,  and 
their  opinions  were  liable  to  he  biassed  bv  local 
interests.  He  bad  ever  considered  it  as  highly 
incQmbent  on  the  House  to  give  the  people  every 
possible  information  on  public  concerns;  but  in 
this,  as  in  every  other  subject,  he  thought  it  suffi- 
cient that  the  House  should  establish  the  principle, 
and  then  leave  it  to  the  Executive  to  carry  it  into 
effect. 

Mr.  LivERHOHE  observed  that  the  Legislative 
body  being  empowered  by  the  Constitution  "to 
establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,"  it  is  as  elearlv 
their  duty  to  designate  the  roads  as  to  estahlisn 
the  offices;  and  he  did  not  think  they  could  with 
propriety  delegate  that  power,  which  they  were 
themselves  appointed  to  exercise.  Some  gentle- 
men, he  knew,  were  of  opinion  that  the  business 
of  the  United  States  could  be  better  ttansacted  by 


__  . Constitution.  It  was  pro- 
vided that  the  Government  should  be  administered 
by  Repreientativea,  of  the  people's  Aoiee;  so  that 


every  man,  who  has  the  right  of  voting,  shall  he 
in  some  measure  concerned  in  making  every  law 
for  the  United  States.  The  establishment  of  post 
roads  he  considered  as  a  very  important  object ;  but 
be  did  not  wish  to  see  them  so  diffused  as  to  be- 
come a  heavy  charge  where  the  advantage  result- 
ing fVom  them  would  be  but  small;  nor,  on  the 
other  hand,  for  the  sake  of  bringing  a  revenue  into 
the  Treasury,  consent  to  straiten  them  so  as  to 
check  the  prepress  of  information.  If  the  post 
office  were  to  be  regulated  by  the  will  of  a  single 
person,  the  dissemination  of  intelligence  mightl« 
impeded,  and  the  people  kept  entirely  in  the  dark 
with  respect  to  the  transactions  of  Govemmenlj 
or  the  Postmaster,  if  vested  with  the  whole  power, 
might  branch  out  the  offices  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  make  them  prove  a  heavy  burden  to  the  United 
States,  la  many  instances  the  expense  is  pro- 
ductive of  a  benefit  sufficient  to  counterbalance  it; 
in  others,  no  public  benefit  arises,  but  some  indi' 
viduals  reap  a  private  advantage  from  the  institu- 
tion, whilst  it  is  injurious  to  others.  The  most 
material  point,  in  his  opinion,  was  to  determine 
the  road  itself:  if  the  House'  gave  up  that,  they 
might  as  well  leave  all  the  rest  of  the  business  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster,  and  permit  him 
to  settle  the  rates  of  postage,  and  every  other  par- 
tictilar  relative  to  the  post  office,  by  saying,  at 
once,  "there  shall  be  a  Postmaster  General,  who 
shall  have  the  whole  government  of  the  post  office, 
under  such  regulations  as  he  from  time  to  time 
shall  be  pleased  to  enact. 
Mt.  Sedqwick  felt  himself  by  no  means  dis- 

Bted  to  resign  all  the  buiiinesa  of  the  House  to  the 
csident,  or  to  any  one  else ;  but  be  thought  that 
the  Executive  part  of  the  business  onght  to  be  left 
to  Executive  officers.  He  did  not,  for  his  jwrt, 
know  the  particular  circumstances  of  population, 
geography,  dtc,  which  had  been  taken  ir'"  "'— 


he  would  ask,  whether  they  understood  the  sub- 
ject so  thoroughly  as  the  Executive  officer  would, 
who  being  responsible  to  the  people  for  the  proper 
discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  must  use 
his  utmost  diligence  in  order  fo  a  satisfactory  ex- 
ecution of  the  delegated  power?  As  to  the  con- 
stitutionality of  this  delegation,  it  was  admitted 
by  the  committee  themselves  who  brought  in  the 
bill;  for  if  the  power  was  altogether  indelegable, 
no  part  of  it  conld  be  delegated;  and  if  a  part  of 
it  could,  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  whole  could 
not.  Tne  second  section  was  as  unconstitutional 
as  the  first,  for  it  is  there  said,  that  "it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  establish 
such  other  roads  as  post  roads,  as  to  him  may  seem 
necessary." 

Congress,  he  observed,  are  authorized  not  only 
to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,  but  also  to 
borrow  money ;  but  is  it  understood  that  Congress 
are  to  ^  in  a  body  to  borrow  every  sum  that  may 
be  reqnisite?  Is  it  not  rather  their  office  to  deter- 
mine the  principle  on  which  the  business  is  lo  be 
condncted,  and  then  delegate  the  power  of  carry- 
ing their  resolves  into  execution  ?  They  are  also 
empowered  to  coin  money,  and  if  no  part  of  their 
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power  be  delegsble,  h«  did  not  know  but  they 
might  be  obliged  lo  lutn  coiners,  and  work  in  ihe 
Mint  ihemselves.  Nay,  they  must  even  act  the 
part  of  eiecutioaeis,  in  punishing  piiacieE  com- 
mitted on  the  high  seas.  In  the  delegation  of 
power,  the  whole  purpose,  in  his  opinion^  is  an- 
swered, when  the  rules  by  which  the  busmess  is 
to  be  conducted  are  pointed  out  by  law;  nor  could 
he  discover  anything  in  the  Constitution  to  restrict 
the  House  from  adopting  this  mode  of  conducting 
business. 

Mr.  Hartley. — 1  cannot  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  that  as  of^en  ns  this 
business  had  been  a^tatea,  there  liad  been  a  ma- 

i'ority  in  the  House  m  favor  of  leaving  it  to  the 
Szecutjve  lo  designate  the  post  roads.  Nay,  so 
far  as  my  recollection  ^which  is  perhaps  not  so 

food  as  that  gentleman's)  serves  me,  we  uniformly 
are  bad  a  majority  for  Congress  to  point  out  the 
post  roads. 

The  Constitution  seems  to  have  intended  that 
we  should  exercise  all  the  powers  respecting  the 
establishing  post  roads  we  are  capable  of;  but  the 
aeutleman  sayi  we  are  not  competent  to  this  duty, 
that  it  must  be  intrusted  to  the  Executive. 

Q  many  questions  concerning  the  property 


differently 


The  people's 

been  known,  however  distinctly 

situated. 

On  the  subject  of  the  post  office  there  has  been 
much  discussion.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  roads 
here  stated  have  appeared  in  bills  before,  and 
though  the  gentleman  (who  made  the  motion  for 
striking  outj  may  not  perfectly  understand  all  Ihe 
roads,  yet  if  he  will  be  so  good  as  to  attend  to  the 
gentlemen  who  represent  the  different  parts  of  the 
Union,  he  ought  to  be  satisfied.  Unless  they  are 
prejudiced,  they  can  certainly  give  the  best  infor- 
mation. If  it  were  left  lo  the  President  or  Post- 
master Gieneral,  neither  is  acquainted  with  all  the 
roads  contemplated;  they  must  depend  in  a  great 
measure  on  the  information  of  others. 

We  represent  the  people,  we  are  constitution- 
ally vested  with  the  power  of  determining  upon 
the  establishment  of  post  roads;  and,  as  I  under- 
stand at  present,  ought  not  to  delegate  the  power 
to  any  otner  person. 

A  General  Post  Office  is  intended  to  be  estab- 
lished by  the  bill,  and  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
is  put  under  the  superintendence  of  a  Postmaster 
General;  the  minutis  is  submitted  to  him.  1 
should  imagine  there  ought  to  be  a  limitation  of 
the  law  in  point  of  time,  say  three,  four,  or  five 
years;  when  we  come  to  the  proper  place,  a  mo- 
tion to  that  purpose  may  be  made.  No  one  in  the 
United  Slates  has  a  greater  respect  for  the  Presi- 
dent than  myself,  and  I  hold  that  the  several  De- 
partments are  filled  with  gentlemen  of  the  first 
abilities  and  fitness,  but  we  are  not  to  confine  our- 
selves to  a  view  of  the  moment.  This  bill  has 
the  complexion  of  a  perpetual  law;  we  must  have 
some  re^rd  to  consequences.  If  the  amendment 
takes  place,  the  office  as  well  as  revenue  will  be 
thrown  into  the  power  of  the  Executive,  who  may 


increase  the  roada  and  offices  at  far  as  the  reve- 
nues go.  The  revenue  of  the  post  office  is  at  pre- 
sent not  great,  but  if  proper  seeds  are  now  sawn, 
it  may  hereafter  be  productive.  In  Great  Britain, 
much  has  been  obtained  from  the  post  office,  ana 
most  of  the  European  nations  count  upon  it  as  a 
considerable  branch  of  rev«iue.  Will  it  be  pru- 
dent for  us  to  grant  this  power  tO  the  Executire, 
in  the  latitude  contended  for?  We  must  Hot  sup- 
pose that  this  country  will  always  remain  incor- 
rupt; we  shall  share  the  fate  of  other  nations. 
Through  the  medium  of  the  post  office  a  weighty 
influence  may  be  obtained  by  the  Executive;  this 
is  guarded  against  in  England  by  prohibiting  offi- 
cers in  (he  Post  Office  Department  from  inter- 
fering at  elections.  There  is  no  such  guard  or 
caution  in  the  present  bill.  By  the  amendmetit, 
we  are  unnecessarily  parting  with-  our  revenues, 
and  throwing  an  improper  balance  into  the  Ex- 
ecutive scale,  and  which  our  constituents  do  not 
expect  from  ns.  The  Senate  heretofbre  have  dis- 
agreed with  us,  but  if  they  will  take  the  same  pains 
we  have,  the  means  of  information  is  within  their 
reach ;  upon  a  review,  they  may  probably  change 
their  ^ntiments.  This  is  a  law  of  ex^rim«nl, 
let  us  try  it  a  few  years.  If,  upon  experience,  we 
find  ourselves  incompetent  to  the  duty,  we  must 
(if  the  Constitution  will  admit)  grant  the  power 
to  the  Executive:  or,  if  the  Constitution  wilt  not 
^ow  such  a  delegatioUj  submit  the  article  for 
amendment  in  a  constitutional  way.  i  am  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  B.  BoDRNB  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
which  he  thought  both  expedient  and  c 


ral 


le  thougt 
ioual.  In  speuing  o[pott  o^cet  <atd  ^ott  roads. 
I  he  Constitution,  be  observed,  speaks  in  general 
terms,  as  it  does  of  a  mini,  excues,  dec.  jn  pass- 
ing the  excise  law,  the  House,  not  thinking  them- 
selves possessed  of  sufficient  information,  empow- 
ered the  President  to  mark  out  the  districts  and 
surveys;  and  if  they  had  a  right  to  delegate  such 
power  to  the  Executive,  the  nirlher  delegation  of 
the  power  of  marking  out  the  roads  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  mail,  could  hardly  be  thoiwht 
dangerous.  The  Constitution  meant  no  more  than 
that  Congress  should  possess  the  exclusive  right 
of  doing  that,  by  themselves  or  bv  any  other  per- 
son, which  amounts  to  the  same  thing.  The  busi- 
ness he  thought  much  more  likely  to  be  well 
executed  by  the  President,  or  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral, than  by  Congress.  He  had  himself  been  of 
the  committee  who  framed  the  bill,  but  could  not 
tell  whether  the  roads  marked  out  in  it  were  better 
than  any  other,  except  so  &r  as  relates  to  the  State 
which  he  represents;  and  he  imagined  the  other 
members  of  tne  committee  were  in  a  similar  pre- 
dicament. The  President  having  opportunities  of 
obtaining  information  from  the  different  members 
of  the  House,  from  the  Postmaster  General,  and 
from  others,  will  be  more  competent  to  determine 
the  proper  road.  It  will  be  occasionally  necessary 
to  change  the  route,  and  lay  out  new  roads,  and 
he  coDtd  see  no  inconvenience  from  intrusting 
either  the  President  or  the  Postmastet  General 
with  the  necessary  powers  for  these  purposes.  At 
all  events,  Ihe  House  could  guard  against  any  ap- 
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pteheaded  duger,  by^  the  uu«rti<ni  o{  sttch 
clause  Bi  bad  been  proposed,  [bf  Mr.  Haktlvt;] 
limitiag  the  operatim  of  the  oill  to  ibree,  four,  or 
Hy%  ytais.  At  the  expintion.  or  that  tenn,  tbe 
power  would  revert  to  Con^ss,  and  they  mi^kt 
then  retain  the  exeroise  of  it  in  their  own  hands, 
if  thef  fonnd  thai  any  improper  ubb  had  been 
made  of  it. 

Mr.  WaiTE  made  sereml  obaerration* 
eipediencT  and  constiCntionality  of  the  measure. 
No  iadindnal  could  possess  en  eqnal  share  of  in- 
formation with  that  House  on  the  subject  of  tha 
leo^phjr  of  the  United  States.  He  diaapproved 
of  the  amendment  for  many  oth«:  reasons,  and 
MirticulaTly  its  approximation  to  the  cnttom  of 
BngUnd.  Such  advances  towards  M(»ajvhy,  if 
not  checked  in  season,  he  was  af^trebaBBive  would 
tend  to  unhinge  the  jireMBt  Oovernoient  If  this 
Oovernment  retains  its  preaent  Republican  form, 
it  will  be  owing  to  the  members  of  litis  Houae. 
It  is  easy  to  see  what  hand  could  be  made  of  the 
post  offices,  if  ever  they  are  under  the  direotion 
af  an  imptoper  penon.  At  the  time  of  a  geneml 
election,  for  instance,  how  easy  would  it  be  for 
Aia  man  to  dictate  to  partieolaT  towns  and  villa- 
ges, "If  yon  do  not  send  'such  a  man  to  Congress, 
you  shall  have  no  post  office;  but  if  you  elect  my 
Rtend,  you  shall  Irare  a  poet  office,  and  the  roads 
^all  be  run  agiceably  to  yom  wishes."  Another 
improper  use  may  be  made  of  Ais  power  by  the 
istereeptioQ  of  letters,  and  obecking  the  regular 
channel  of  iafwmation  throughout  die  conntry. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  was  clearly  for  rejeclii^ 
the  motion  for  striking  out  the  words  in  the 

Mr.  LAmiA.NCB  otMcrred,  that  the  revei 
log  from  the  post  cpffiee  would  not,  perhaps,  pro- 
dnce  a  sufficient  sum  to  defray  the  expenses  ofthe 
establishment.  If  this  should  l>e  the  fact,  he  would 
prefer  the  amendment,  but  if  the  revenue  should 
mcrease  from  time  to  time,  he  should  have 
ebjeciion  to  the  additi<m  of  posts  and  roads  in  pro- 
portion to  such  increase.     The  conseqi 
estabUshing  so  extensive  a  srstem  all  at 
Was  contemplated  in  Ae  Inll,  might  be,  that  the 
revenue  would  &11  short,  and  then  additional 
fcxes  must  be  laid  to  pay  off  the  deBciency;  how- 
ever, upon  the  whole,  if  he  could  be  satisfied  that 
At  reveanesof  the  Department  would  be  sidGoienI 
to  deftsy  the  expenses  of  it,  he  would  be  against 
sttikinK  ont  the  clause  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Paob. — If  the  motion  before  the  committee 
raceeeds,  I  ^alt  make  one  whidi  will  save  a  deal 
of  time  and  money,  by  making  a  short  session  of 
it;  for  if  this  House  can,  with  OTopriety,leare  the  bu- 
siness ofthe  post  office  to  the  President,  it  may  leave 
lobimany  other  businessof  legislation;  and  I  may 
inove  to  adjourn  and  leave  all  the  objects  of  legisla- 
tion tohissoleconsidcrationanddirection.  But  how 
Ae  President  should  be  better  acquainted  with  the 
proper  places  for  post  <£ces  and  post  roads  than 
the  Representatives  of  the  peojde,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive. In  Virginia,  for  instance,  cannot  the  ten 
Representatives  say,  with  more  certainty,  what 
post  roads  would  be  proper  in  that  State  thin  any 
we  man}  I  loA  upon  the  motion  as  nuconstitn- 
8d  COH.— 9 


tion^  and  if  it  w««e  not  so,  as  having  a  misohie- 
TDUs  tendency,  which  I  am  willing  to  believe  the 
member  who  made  it  is  not  aware  of. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  9ed<iwick,  he  said,  be  heard  bat 
two  argamcnis  on  which  any  stress  was  laid,  viz: 
that  the  President's  greater  rasponsibility  pointed 
him  out  OS  the  prefer  person  to  be  intrusted  with 
the  in^rtant  business  of  establidiing  post  offieea 
and  post  roads,  and  that  his  superior  uowledge  at 
this  snbject  ought  to  induce  the  committee  to 
leave  it  to  him  alone ;  but  as  to  the  leqionsibility, 
how  tbat  can  be  neater  than  the  responsibility  of 
the  members  of  this  House,  wbea  he  is  appointed 
by  Electors  for  a  leager  term  than  they  are;  and 
they  elected  by  the  people  themselves,  and  ac- 
countable to  them  every  two  years,  is  to  me  in- 
ceneeivahle;  and  as  to  his  superior  knowledge, 
granting  that  he  possessed  it,  which  i  cannot  grant, 
can  there  be  a  greater  paradox  than  the  assertion 
that  tbe  Presidem's  knowledge  alone  is  greater  than 
that  very  knowlet^e,  aided  by  the  united  inforaa»- 
tion  of  both  Houses  of  Ckmgress,  collected  and  jire- 
sentedtohirain  thebillT  Sir,if  the  clause  wbi^ 
issaid  we  should  strike  out,  instead  of  commmu- 
iting  the  seitse  of  this  Honse  to  the  President,  took 
away  his  right  of  approving  or  rejecting  it,  there 
might  be  some  weight  in  the  argumeot  drawn 
from  the  supposition  of  bis  superior  knowledge; 
but  as  this  IS  not,  and  oannoi  be  the  case,  a^  so 
tar  from  it,  tliat  the  clause  submits  the  matter 
to  the  most  mature  deliberation  of  the  President 
and  Senate,  it  must  be  paradoxical  to  say  that  «» 
lose  the  advanta^  of  superior  wisdom  and  know- 
ledge of  the  subject,  if  we  do  not  leave  it  to  Uie 
President  alone.  But  we  ore  told  that  the  motion 
is  not  nnconstilutioaal.  I  think  it  is;  but  who  is 
there  that  denies  it  is  contrary  to  the  interest  and 
spirit  at  a  free  Qovemmont?  The  people,  how- 
ever, may  thijik  with  the  member  wno  make  the 
motion,  that  the  Pre«deat  (thai  i&  the  man  who 
is  now  their  President)  understaaoa  this  matter, 
and  can  do  it  better  than  their  Rcfmsentativeai 
and  they  may  think  the  whole  business  of  Oo- 
vernment might  be  safely  intrusted  to  him;  bat 
they  are  too  wise  to  make  the  experiment,  and 
understand  the  nature  of  their  Govemiaent  so 
well  as  to  complain  that  Congress  too  of^  com- 
to  Heads  of  Departmrats  what  the  Cmstita- 
requires  at  their  hands.  The  President  him- 
self, if  1  mistake  not,  views  the  subject  before  us 
in  the  light  I  do,  or  he  would  not  so  rept«tedly 
have  called  on  us  to  m^e  it  «  pecidiar  object  of 
onr  deliberation. 

Mr.  Stbbli  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Honse  in  considenng  whether  the  motion  was 
constitDtional  or  not;  bat  he  was  apprehensive  it 
would  be  bunlensome  to  impoee  the  duty  on  the 
President,  who  must  feel  very  disagreeable  to  bear 
that  after  be  had  exerted  hb  utmost  abilities  to 
give  satis&ctioD.  discontents  had  taken  j^aee.  He 
hoped  the  gentleman  fram  New  York,  who  had 
hitherto  shown  himself  so  staunch  a  friend  to  the 
present  ConstitniiiHi,  would  not  oppose  the  dif- 
msion  of  knowledge  and  information  amonget 
the  peof^  upon  an  idea  of  a  supposed  deficiency 
of  the  Post  Office,  for  it  laigbt  T«tT 
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expenses  of  the  establishmeDt. 

Mr.  ViNiNo  said,  that  since  this  subject  had 
been  before  the  last  House,  doting  the  leceM,  he 
had  seen  many  li^ts  thrown  on  it,  and  he  was 
GOUTinced  that  the  menabers  wei«  as  fnlly  com- 
petent to  judge  of  the  matter  as  any  one  man 
could  be;  this,  he  thought  a  fact  not  now  to  be 
disputed,  as  well  as  that  more  satis&ction  would 
be  given  to  the  country  in  general.  There  is  no 
anuogy  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain^  when  the  subject  of  the  post  roads  and 
pott  c^ces  are  to  be  considered.  This  country, 
Uom  its  great  extent  and  uncultiTated  state,  as 
well  as  from  a  thousand  other  causes,^  is  not  at  all 
similar  to  the  situation  of  Qreat  Britain;  there- 
fore, any  attempt  to  imitate  their  regulations  would 
be  improper.  With  regud  to  the  regulation  be- 
ing ffiven  to  the  President^  two  things  should  be 
considered;  to  a  good  President  it  would  be  a  bur- 
den; to  B  bad  President,  a  dangerous  power  of  es- 
stablisiiing  offices  and  roads  in  those  places  only 
where  his  interest  would  be  promoted,  and  re- 
moTing  others  of  long  standing,  in  order  to  har- 
rass  those  he  might  suppose  inimical  to  his  ambi' 
tious  views.  The  Constitution  has  certainly  given 
US  the  power  of  establishing  posts  and  roads,  and 
it  is  not  even  implied  that  it  should  be  transferred 
to  the  President ;  his  powers  are  well  defined ;  we 
create  offices,  and  he  fills  them  with  such  persons 
OS  he  approves  of,  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate. 
Having  thus  fiir  stated  his  opinion,  he  would  vote 
against  the  amendment  to  the  bill ;  and  when  the 
first  section  vras  got  over,  he  would  propose  a 
clause  to  be  inserts!  in  the  second  section,  which 
he  hoped  would  meet  the  ideas  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  viz:  thai  the  cross-rottds  and 
offices  should  be  so  regulated  as  not  to  exceed  the 
■urpluimge  of  the  revenue  of  the  general  establish- 
ment. The  doubt  of  the  bill's  not  passins  Ae 
Senate,  should  have  no  wei^t  in  his  miDO ;  he 
would  rather  fifty  bills  should  be  lost  than  shrink 
from  his  tnist ;  and  he  hoped  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives would  show  their  firmness  in  the  pre- 
sent instance ;  and  if  the  Senate  should  afterwards 
reject  the  biU,  as  they  had  draie  before,  let  them 
be  answerable  for  their  own  conduct:  they  can 
do  these  things  more  gtaoefutly  than  this  House, 
as  they  are  are  not  seen  in  the  act  Mr.  V.  con- 
clud^  by  drawing  another  argument  from  that 
pert  of  the  Speech  of  the  President,  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  session,  which  reepects  the  post 
office  and  post  roads,  wherein  he  so  warmly  r&- 
ccHnmends  it  to  the  Legislature  to  take  up  the 
subject  This  expression  is  as  strong  an  argument 
as  can  possibly  be  adduced,  to  show  that  ne  had 
no  other  conception  of  the  matter  than  that  it  was 
the  peculiar  pnvilege  of  the  Legislature. 

Mi.  Babnweli.  was  not  snipriied  that  a  diver- 
sity of  opinions  should  prevail  on  such  a  subject; 
hot  that  there  should  he  any  question  respecting 
the  constitutionality  of  the  amendment  astonished 
him.  It  was  very  natural  to  suppose  members 
itom  the  same  State  would  differ  in  opinion,  and 
this  showed  the  greater  degree  of  necessity  there 
was  to  vest  the  power  in  the  hands  of  a  high  re- 


sDMisible  officer  to  determine  upon  it;  for,  by 
doing  so,  there  would  he  less  partiality  exhibited 
n  the  delineation  of  the  roads,  dec.  But,  if  left  to 
the  House,  it  would  be  almost  unpossible  to  recon- 
cile any  line  to  all  parties;  for  the  members  from 
each  State  would  probably  be  guided  more  by  the 
principle  of  ilomesiic  convenience  thaa  by  a  seme 
of  general  good.  In  reply  to  Mr.  V.'s  argumeiu, 
that  it  would  be  a  burden  to  a  good  President,  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  him  to  render 
service  to  his  country.    Upon  the  whole,  be  w«* 

favor  of  Ur.  Sedowiok's  motion. 

Mr.  Gerby  took  a  general  view  of  most  of  the 
arguments  in  favor  oithe  motion;  replied  to  each; 
and  concluded,  by  asking  why  the  commercial 
interest  onlv  should  be  accommodated,  and  the 
inland  inbahitants  excluded  from  the  advantages 
of  post  toads?  Why  one  class  of  citizens  should 
be  preferred  to  anothcrl  The  difiiision  of  knovr- 
ledge  and  information  is  as  necessary  to  one  as  to 
thesther;  and  the  revenue  from  tne  post  office 
would  increase  from  year  to  year,  to  aefray  the 
espense  of  the  additional  post  roads  whicn  tue 
ptoposed  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Steblb  defended  the  committee  who  hod 
reported  the  bill,  and  explained  the  grounds  on 
which  they  had  proceedea  in  laying  out  the  roads 
for  the  senerat  advantage  of  the  United  States, 
rather  than  to  accommodate  a  few  trading  places 
only  on  the  seacoast;  and  with  regard  to  the  route 
to  Chailestonj  to  which  Mr.  Barnwell  had  ob- 
jected, he  said  it  vrould  cause  letters  to  arrive 
there  four  or  five  days  sooner  than  by  the  old 

Mr.  Bekboh  observed,  that  the  constitutionality 
of  the  amendment  is  denied,  and  it  is  said  that  the 
Legislature  alone  is  competent  to  establish  post 
□fficesand  post  roads;  notwithstanding  this,  there 
is  not  a  single  post  office  designated  oy  the  hilL 
Much  has  been  observed  respecting  the  Legisla- 
tive and  Executive  powers,  and  the  comminee 
are  cautioned  against  delegating  the  powers  of  tiie 
Legislature  to  the  Supreme  Executive.  Without 
attempting  a  definition  of  their  powers,  oi  deter- 
mining their  respective  limits,  which  he  conceived 
it  was  extremely  difficult  to  do,  he  would  only 
observe  that  much  must  necessarily  be  left  to  tM 
discretion  of  the  Legislature.  He  was  very  doubt- 
ful whether  it  would  ever  be  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  form  any  bill  that  would  give  samCtc- 
.  tion.  This  he  spote  from  experience;  for  it  had 
been  often  tried  in  the  old  Congress  and  was  as 
oAen  defeated  by  the  partial  and  local  clauaea 
proposed  by  the  different  members.  For  diese 
reasons,  he  believed  it  would  be  belter  to  delegate 
the  paver,  and  let  the  regulations  be  made  by 


the  President,  than  to  be  enacting  supplementarr 
laws  year  after  year,  at  the  instance  of  individual 
members. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  LAfiiANCB,  from  the  committee  to  wbom 

was  recommitted  tbe  bill  making  approprialion 

for  the  support  of  Qovemment,  for  the  year  one 
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thousand  sereo  hundred  and  nincty-twcs  lepoited 
jui  amendatoiy  billj  which  was  received,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  oo  the  table. 

WEDNseffAT,  December  7. 
An  amendaiory  bill  makiQg  appiopriations  for 
the  support  of  Goverument,  ior  the  year  one  thou- 
sand serea  hundred  and  ninety-two,  was  read  the 
£ial  and  second  time,  «nd  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 
POST  OFPIOB  BILL. 
The  House  aeain  resolred  itself  intoa  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wh^e  House  on  the  bill  establishing 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  within  the  United 
States.    Mr.  Sbuowick's  motion  being  under  con- 
Mr.  White  observed,  that  there  was  a  necessity 
for  changine  many  of  the  present  routes  of  the 
post,  and  although  gentlemen  have  said  that  in- 
formation on  the  subject  cannot  be  so  well  obtained 
from  this  House  as  from  the  Executive,  because 
no  one  member  knows  all  the  roads,  yet  it  must 
be  allowed  that  every  road  is  known  to  some  of 
the  members.    The  people  of  the  United  States 
have  suffered  too  long  under  the  present  establish- 


Q  the  State  of  Virginia,  are  deprived  of  the  bene- 
fit of  a  post  road:  will  any  gentleman  say  that 
nearly  half  a  million  of  persons  shall  not  have  the 
privilege  of  a  post  office,  or  the  means  of  informa- 
lionl  He  would  not  go  into  any  lengthy  obser- 
vations, aa  the  subject  had  been  so  fully  discussed 
Yesterday.  He  declared  his  opinion  that  the  House 
nad  a  right  to  send  a  person  to  lay  out  the  post 
roads,  agreeably  to  their  directions,  and  therefore 
hoped  ine  amendment  would  he  negatived,  and 
that  the  bill  would  be  gone  through  with,  with 
such  reasonable  amendments  as  might  be  sug- 

Mr.  LivEBMORE  said,  that  gentlemen  had  drawn 
arguments  from  the  second  clause  of  the  bUI  be- 
fore it  was  yet  under  consideration,  from  which 
they  endeavored  to  prove  an  absurdity  in  the  first 
clause,  and  thus  take  an  uncandid  advantage  of 
the  liberality  of  the  committee  in  leavina  the  ap- 
^iatment  of  the  deputy  postmasters  andbrancn- 
mg  offices  to  the  Postmaster  General  If,  how- 
ever, there  be  any  defect  in  the  second  clause,  it 
can  be  amended  when  we  come  to  it;  but  to  at' 
tempt  to  bring  forward  this  section  as  a  bar  to  the 
adoption  of  the  firsL  is  an  imfair  mode  of  proceed* 
log,  aod  seems  as  if  intended  to  throw  the  bill  out 
at  any  rate.  With  reRard  to  what  has  been  said 
of  the  responsibility  of  a  high  Executive  officer, 
he  did  not  deny  the  wisdom  and  intescity  of  the 
President,  who  would,  no  doubt,  conduct  this  as 
well  as  he  had  always  done  any  subject  commit- 
ted to  hb  care ;  but  this  would  be  a  very  trouble- 
some business  to  impose  upon  him,  and  those  who 
are  desirous  of  doing  it,  are  not  acting  a  friendly 
part.  The  Constitution  has  pointed  out  one  cer- 
tain mode  for  the  Legislature  to  proceed  in,  and 
it  is  more  proper  for  the  House  to  determiae  on 


the  subject  than  any  one  man :  let  the  experim^it 
be  made  for  three  years,  or  for  ten  years,  and  It 
will  always  be  found  in  our  powor  to  amend  the 
defects  in  the  system  as  they  arise  to  our  view.  . 
Mr.  Mabibon  said,  that  the  arguments  which 
__e  offered  by  the  gentleman  who  are  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  appear  to  be  drawn  rather  frcnn 
theory  than  any  nne  of  practice  which  had  hi- 
therto governed  the  House.  However  difficult  it 
may  be  to  determine  with  precision  the  exact 
boundaries  of  the  Legislative  and  Executive  pow- 
ers, he  was  of  opinion  thai  those  arguments  Were 
not  well  founded,  for  they  admit  of  such  construc- 
tion as  will  lead  to  blending  those  powers  so  as  to 
leave  no  line  of  separation  whatever.  The  great- 
est obstacle  to  the  due  exercise  of  the  powers  vested 
in  the  Legislature  by  the  bill,  which  has  been 
mentioned,  is  the  difficultj[  of  accommodating  the 
regulations  to  the  various  interests  of  the  di^rent 
parts  of  the  Uniim  i  and  this  is  said  to  be  almost 
impracticable.  But  it  may  be  remembered,  that 
similar  embarrassments  appeared  when  the  im- 
post and  tonnage  bills  were  under  consideraticm; 
on  those  subjects,  the  members  were  obliged  to  be 
governed,  m  a  great  degree,  by  mutual  informa- 
tion and  reciprocal  confidence.  In  respect  to  the 
establishment  and  arrangements  of  the  different 
ports  of  entry  and  clearance,  and  other  objects, 
that  was  a  business  of  much  greater  importaine 
and  difficulty  than  this;  but  it  was  accomplished. 
The  Constitution  has  not  only  given  the  Legisla- 
ture the  power  of  creating  offices,  but  it  expressly 
restrains  the  Executive  from  appointing  officers, 
except  such  as  are  provided  for  by  law.  Aa  has 
been  well  observed  hy  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware, the  President  ia  invested  with  the  power  of 
filling  those  offices;  but  does  it  follow  that  we  are 
to  delegate  to  him  the  power  to  create  them?  The 
reference  to  the  appointments  and  arrangements 
made  by  the  Executive  pursuant  to  the  powers 
delegated  to  the  Executive  by  the  excise  law,  can- 
not be  considered  as  a  parallel  case;  no  similar 
exigency  exists  to  justify  a  similar  delegation. 
The  danger  of  infringing  on  the  powers  of  the 
Executive,  which  has  been  suggested,  and  the 
caution  to  the  House  against  touching  on  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers,  is  a  species  of  reasoning  on 
the  subject,  which  may  he  carried  so  far  as  to  say 
that  we  ought  not  to  make  any  appointments  by 
law;  and  yet  this  has  been  done  as  in  the  instance 
of  the  apj;>ointment  of  the  Commissioners  for  pur- 
chasing in  the  public  debt,  all  of  whom  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  public  debt.  Where  is  the  necessity 
of  derarting  from  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion m  respect  to  the  post  office  and  post  roads, 
more  than  in  all  other  cases?  The  subject  is  ex- 
pressly committed  to  Legislative  determination 
by  the  Constitution.  If  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  requires  amendment,  it  can  be  rectified  when 
it  comes  before  us;  and  with  respect  to  future 
cases,  should  there  be  a  necessity  for  additional 
poet  roads,  they  can  be  provided  for  by  supplemen- 
tary laws;  and  therefore  no  reason  on  that  ac- 
count can  be  urged  for  delaying  the  provision  pro- 
posed by  the  bUl.    He  concluded  hy  saying,  that 
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there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  necessity  for  ftllen- 
atinz  the  powers  of  the  House;  and  that  if  this 
Eboold  take  place,  it  would  be  a  violation  6f  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  Sbdgwice  would  make  a  few  oliserrations, 
which  he  felt  himself  obliged  to  submit  to  the  con- 
BideratioD  of  the  Committee,  as  well  to  defend 
himself  as  his  motion,  from  the  unwarrantable  at- 
tacks yhich  gentlemen  bad  made  on  both. 

The  powers  of  the  Constitution,  he  was  sorry 
to  say,  were  made  in  debate  to  extend  or  contract, 
as  seemed,  for  the  time  being,  to  suit  the  conve- 
nience of  the  arguments  of  gentlemen.  The  mem- 
ber from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Madison]  had  discovered 
an  additional  quality  of  unconstitutionality  in- 
volved in  the  motion  under  consideration.  It  was, 
that  the  creation  of  office*  tooa  by  the  ConstitVr- 
tion  confined  »olely  totiie  Le^lalure.  This  po- 
sition was  undoubtediv  just,  if  by  it  was  meant 
thai  the  powers  and.  autUa  of  q0ceg  rrvust  be  de- 
fined by  law.  But  he  understood  the  gentleman 
to  extend  his  meaning  much  further  and  to  have 
declared,  in  substance,  that  all  offtcee,  however 
mbordinate  and  dependent,  mugt  be  numerically 
provided  for  by  law.  The  gentleman  had,  witn 
nis  usual  accuracy  and  precision,  foreseen  the  ap- 
plication of  his  principle  lo  the  power  which,  on 
the  same  subject,  had  been  delegated  by  the  excise 
taw,  by  which  tlie  Executire  was  authorized  to 
parcel  the  wiole  country  into  districts,  and  to  ap- 

Kint  the  various  officers  necessary  to  execute  the 
If.  Nothing  more  was  in  that  instance  done, 
than  lo  define  the  powers  and  dudes  annexed  to 
the  offices,  but  the  fimits  to  which  their  authority 
was  to  extend,  and  their  number,  was  very  proper- 
ly left  with  the  Executive.  In  tliaC  instance,  such 
a  delcffalion  Was  indispensably  necessary:  nor  was 
it,  in  his  opinion,  less  necessatir  in  the  multifarious 
arrangements  of'^post  offices.  That  gentleman  had 
supposed  this  necessity  had  in  that  instance  jusli- 
Bed  the  expedients;  tf  so,  the  same  conclusion 
might  be  drawn  on  the  present  occasion.  But,  for 
his  part,  if  be  should  assume  thai  member's  opin- 
ions, he  should  be  incapable  of  deriving  consola- 
tion from  the  same  source;  for  that  there  never 
had  as  yet  been,  and  probably  never  would  exist 
in  theadministrationof  this  do vem me nt,  a  neces- 
sity so  urgent  as  to  authorize  an  usurplion  of 
power.  The  motion  before  the  committee  was 
constitutional,  or  the  reverse;  if  the  latter,  the 
same  was  true  of  the  existing  act  in  the  instance 
alluded  to.  That  in  either  mstnnce,  a  supposed 
necessity  could  not  justify  the  infraction  of  a  Con- 
stitution which  the  members  were  under  every 
obligat  ionorduty,aiidtheiroaths,5olemnly  pledged , 
to  support.  Gentlemen  should  be  very  cautLous 
how,  on  sTight  grounds,  they  assent  to  principles, 
which,  if  they  were  true,  would  evince  that  the 
Government  had  scattered  through  the  wholecoun- 
try,  officers  who  are  daily  seizing  on  the  property 
of  the  citizens,  by  the  assumption  of  unconstitu- 
tional powers.  It  was  true,  as  had  been  observed 
by  his  friend  from  NewTorTc,  [Mr.  Benson]  that 
it  was  impossible  precisely  to  define  a  boundary 
line  between  the  business  of  Legislative,  and  Ex- 
ecntive;  but  from  his  own  experience,  as  a  public 


'  man,  and  from  reflection,  he  was  induced  to  be- 
lieve, that  as  a  general  rule,  the  establishment  of 
principles  was  the  peculiar  province  of  the  former, 
and  the  execution  of  them,  that  of  the  latter.  He 
would,  therefore,  at  least,  gBfuerally,  as  much  as 
possible,  avoid  eoing  into  detail.  In  adopting 
this  as  a  generS  rule  of  condocl,  he  was  not 
influenced  by  considerations  which  gentlemen  in 
opposition  to  his  motion  had  suggested — the  pre- 
eminently great  and  good  character  of  the  mak 
who  was  now  called  oy  unanimous  suflVage  ta 
administer  the  Executive — for  he  had  always 
considered  that,  with  sagacious  minds,  that  should 
be  the  season  of  political  caution,  when  the  Exe- 
cutive was  in  the  hands  of  one  to  whom  all  hearts 
justly  bowed.  From  the  nature  of  the  business 
to  be  transacted,  he  had  drawn  his  conclusion;  he 
thoi^hl  an  Executive  officer,  responsible  to  the 
public  for  the  performance  of  an  important  and 
interesting  trust,  would  inquire  with  more  scru- 
pulous caution,  and  decide  with  more  justice,  than 
conid  be  expected  from  a  popular  assembly,  who, 
from  the  nature  of  things,  would  be  more  remiss 
than  consisted  with  a  Just  deiertnination ;  and  he 
appealed  to  those  gentlemen  who  were  members 
of  the  last  House,  tor  a  recollection  of  that  apathy 
and  torpor  which  prevailed  on  a  former  attempt 
to  demark  the  post  roads.  He  observed  that  the 
opposition  to  his  motion  on  the  ground  of  uncon- 
stitutionality came  with  an  ilfgrace  from  the 
gentleman  who  had  reported  the  bill;  for,  by  one 
section^  the  Postmaster  General  was  expressly 
authorized  to  establish  post  roads  not  provided  for 
by  the  bill,  upon  a  condition  that  does  not  at  all 
anect  the  present  question;  and  by  another  sec- 
tion, the  same  officer  was  authorized  to  appoint, 
unrestrained,  all  his  deputies,  each  of  whom  is  to 
establish  and  keep  an  office.  This,  in  his  opinion, 
was  not  only  expedient  but  indispensably  neces- 
sary. It  was,  however,  a  delegation  of  power,  at- 
tended by  all  those  circumstances  which  rendered, 
in  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman,  the  present  mo- 
tion unconstitutional.  He  said,  no  gentleman  had 
contended  for  carrying  into  execution  the  princi- 
ples they  attempted  lo  establish,  to  an  extent  to 
which  tney  would  go,  TVuit  no  road  can  be  a 
post  road  out  ntch  as  »hall  be  ettaiAUhed  by  law. 
The  bill  establishes  the  road  from  place  to  place, 
leaving  the  intermediate  distance  untouched;  as 
for  instance,  from  Boston  to  Worcester.  Between 
those  two  points  is,  or  is  not,  a  post  road,  if  the  bill 
should  become  a  law,established?  If  the  former 
part  of  the  dilemma  is  embraced,  then  also  by  the 
motion,  if  adopted,  will  a  post  road  be  established 
from  Maine  to  Georgia.  For  he  supposed  it  im- 
possible to  make  any  well-founded  distinction  be- 
tween the  one  case  and  the  other.  His  motion 
then  would  as  effectually  establish  a  post  road  in 
the  intermediate  swice  as  the  bill  in  its  present 
form ;  and  all  the  objections  which  had  been  made 
to  the  former,  would  apply  with  equal  force  to  the 
latter.  Gentlemen  had  spoken  in  strong  terms  of 
the  disinterestedness,  information,  and  respectabi- 
lity of  the  members  of  the  House,  and  of  the  po- 
pular confidence  which  resulted  therefrom.  No 
man  had  a  more  respectable  opinion  of  the  Repre- 
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aeDtatives  of  tbe  people  than  himBelf  i  he  need  not, 
however,  observe  to  them,  that  ihey  were  men, 
subject  10  like  passions  and  imperfections  with 
iheiT  fellow-citizens.  It  could  not  have  escaped 
the  refiection  of  the  committee,  that  the  gentle- 
men who  composed  it,  had  a  very  important  in- 
teiest  in  establishing  llie  directions  of  (he  post; 
thai  on  the  declarations  of  men  thss  interested, 
we  must  rely  for  (be  justness  of  our  ultimate  con- 
clusions; on  evidence  of  interested  individuals, 
individuals  who  are,  by  their  lelalion  to  (bs  sub- 
ject of  inquiry,  excluded,  on  principles  of  law, 
from  all  ciedit^  must  we  rely  for  a  knowledge  of 
those  facts  which  are  to  direct  oui  judAment. 

Mr.  BoomnoT  and  Mr.  Genny  made  some  re- 
mar  ks,  and  then  thequestion  being  taken,  Mr.  Sedo- 
Uricx'a  motion  was  negatived. 

Tbdhsdat,  December  8. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
TOpport  of  Gorerument,  for  tbe  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  vts  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Memorials  of  the  several  Societies  "  for  promo- 
ting the  abolition  of  slavery,  for  the  relief  of  free 
negroes,  unlawAiHf  held  in  bondage,  and  for  im- 
proving the  condition  of  the  African  race,"  in  the 
Stales  of  Rhode  Island,  Coanecticnt,  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginiaj  were  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  respectively  pray- 
ing that  the  African  trade  may  be  totally  prohibited 
tti  the  citizens  of  these  United  States,  for  the  sup- 

Sly  of  slaves  to  foreigners ;  that  foreign  ships, 
estined  for  that  trade,  may  be  prohibited  from 
fitting  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
proper  regulations  may  be  adopted  for  the  humane 
treatment  of  slaves  imported  into  the  States  ad- 
jnittinesuch  im porta tioDs.  Referred  to  Mr.  Ben- 
bom,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Learned  ;  that  they  do 
exam'.ne  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  thi  si 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 
POST  OFFtOE  SILL. 


It  u  with  great  eoncem  that  I  commanicate  to  j 
the  infcnnation  received  ttoru  Major  C         -  -     - 
of  the  mlafortane  whM  haa  befitDen  the  troopi  under 
hi*  oommand. 

Although  lbs  natkiRsI  km  is  conddenUe,  acoordinf 
to  the  kiIb  of  die  btmM,  y«t  it  may  be  repaired  without 

.  j-o?_i^ ii^MlotholKBwmBnwhohave 

and  who  are  a  rabjact  oi  paUie 

will  ihonlj  be  mado  of  all 
aMBjj  to  enable  the  Lagit* 
_.  ...     I  laWre  to  judge  of  the  fiitnre  meaaoroB  which  it  may  ba 

Ihe Committee  then  proceeded  (o  consider  the    propei  to  punue.       GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 
cross  posts,  pointed  out  in  tbe  bill;  agreed  to  some,  I     UaiTca  Statbi,  Dseember  13, 17B1. 


altered  others,  introduced  some  additional  ones, 
and  then  rose,  repotted  progress,  and  asked  leave 
k>  sit  again. 

f'siDAV,  Deceinbet  9. 

A  mesrage  irom  the  Senate  informed  tbe  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  pasaed  the  ball,  entitled  "  An 
immrtioning  Reppesentadies  among  (he  Peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,"  with  several  amend- 
ments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  eoncnrrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  asain  rasdved  itsdf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole  Houoe  on  the  bill  for  estabiiahing 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  Unit^ 
States. 

The  subject  was  liirther  discuased,  several  mo- 
tinns  for  additional  routes  of  the  post  were  made, 
lengthy  debates  ensued ;  some  of  the  motions  were 
rejected,  and  others  agreed  to.  The  Committee 
rose  and  reported  progress;  and  then  the  House 
adjourned  till  Monday. 

Monday,  December  12. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tceaaury,  aceoinpaiiv- 
ing  his  report  on  the  memorial  of  Geor^  Webo, 
roerred  to  him,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  thuHouie, 
of  the  twenly-fouith  of  February  last;  whidi  were 
read,  luid  oideied  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petitions  of  suadry  inhabitants  of  tbe  County 
of  Northumberland,  in  the  State  of  Pennaylvaaia, 
were  presented  to  the  Uouae  and  read,  praying 
that  so  much  of  an  act,  passed  at  the  last  session, 
imposing  a  duty  on  apirita  distilled  wittiin  the 
Umted  States,  a«  respects  the  duty  on  spirits  di»- 
tilled  from  materials  the  growth  or  pcoduce  of  the 
United  States,  nuy  be  repealed.  Referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tveaiury,  for  his  informatitn. 

A  petition  of  Cbaiks  Hateley ,  of  the  State  at 
South  Carolina,  wna  presented  to  the  Honse  and 
read,  praying  that  an.eiclt»ive  prior  right  of  jMtait 
may  be  reserved  to  him  in  a  raachiiK,  which  he 
has  invented,  for  whitenmg  or  deaasing  itce; 
provided  he  shall,  within  a  reasonable  time,  cotai' 
^y  with  the  requisites  of  the  law,  in  snob  eases. 
Be&rred  to  the  Settretary  of  State  fbr  his  iirfot- 
ination. 

The  following  Messge  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
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Tlie  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  fixing 
the  future  namber  of  Representatives. 

The  first  amendment,  to  increase  the  ratio  to 
thirty-three  thousand,  being  read, 

Mt.  QfiwiY  obaerTed,  tiat  the  bill  had  msaed 
both  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  House, 
by  a  lai^  majority.  The  princijue,  &s  he  was  in- 
formed, od  which  the  amendment  had  taken  place 
in  the  Senate,  was  to  reduce  the  fractions  which 
would  result  from  the  ratio  proposed  bv  the  House ; 
but  he  said  this  difficulty  had  been  fully  considered 
in  the  House.  The  representation,  every  body 
knows,  is  now  unequal,  and  it  must  be  submitted 
to  for  two  years  longer ;  and  now  it  is  proposed, 
at  that  period,  to  deprive  the  people  of  that  repre- 
sent^oD  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  the  Con- 
stitution. He  thougtu  that  it  was  extraordinary. 
after  the  ratio  proposed  in  the  bill  had  been  agreea 
to  by  the  House,  by  so  large  a  majority,  a  propo- 
aition  to  aher  it  should  have  been  agitated  and 
carried  in  the  Senate.  Till  some  better  reason 
than  he  had  heard  assigned  should  be  offered,  he 
diould  be  against  concurrine  with  the  Senate ;  he 
moved,  therefore,  that  the  House  disB^ee  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate.  The  motion  was  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Wbitk. 

Mr.  LivERHOHE  was  in  favor  of  agreeing  to  the 
amendment.  He  enlarged  on  the  ine<ioality  in  the 
representation  from  the  great  fractional  numbers 
which  would  result  from  the  ratio  of  thirty  thou- 
sand. He  was  Ailly  of  opinion  that  the  public 
business  could  be  fall  as  well  transacted  by  one 
hundred  and  fire  members,  the  number  which 
would  be  produced  by  a  ratio  of  thirty-three  thou- 
sand, as  by  one  hundred  and  twelve  or  on«  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  the  nnmber  arising  from  the 
ratio  of  thirty  Uioasand. 

Mr.  Benson  said,  there  was  one  idea  which,  if 
it  had  been  considered  in  time,  mi^ht  have  been 
«doptad,  and  would  perhape  have  given  very  gene- 
ral satisfaction;  and  that  is,  thatthe  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  Slates  shall  amoant  to  a  certain 
number,  according  to  the  whole  number  of  the 

Eople,  say  one  to  thirty  thousand.  This  would 
ve  given  a  surplus  nnmber  which  might  have 
been  assigned  to  those  States  that  have  the  largest 
fractional  numbers.  He  had  formerly  voted  for 
thirty  thousand,  but  as  the  principle  of  equality 
was  more  particularly  attended  to  in  the  amend- 
ment, he  should  now  vote  for  the  ratio  proposed 
by  the  Senate.  He  observed,  some  States  are  sta- 
tionary; the  increased  representation  of  thelargei 
Slates,  when  once  established,  never  will  be  rece- 
ded from.  This  ought  to  be  taken  into  seriouf 
consideration. 

Mr.  MiDiBOpr  observed,  that  the  idea  of  dimi- 
nishing the  fractional  parts  appears  to  be  the  only 
-^j^son  for  the  alteration  proposed  by  the  Senate. 
The  aggregate  of  these  fractions  only  has  been 
taken  mto  consideration;  but,  said  he,  if  the  frac- 
tions of  any  particular  States  will  be  augmented 


by  the  amendment,  which  would  be  the  case,  he 
conceived  that  the  argument  amounted  to  no  good 
reason  for  agreeing  to  it;  and  this,  he  said,  would 
evidently  be  the  fact. 

Mr.  Williamson  was  opposed  to  a  concurreace. 
He  obserTed,  in  general,  that  the  operation  of  the 
amendment  was  to  dimmish  the  fractions  to  the 
Eastward,  and  increase  those  to  the  Southward. 
Southern  States  had  suffered  so  much  under 
the  harrow  of  specuiation,  thai  he  hoped  no  mea- 
sure would  be  adopted  to  lessen  the  means  of  in- 
formation lo  the  people  of  those  States,  by  deny- 
ing them  that  proportion  in  the  representation  to 
which  they  are  entitled.  He  regretted  that  some 
of  the  Southern  States  were  not  fHilly  represen  ted 
at  this  time  in  the  Senate;  he  thought  it  probable, 
had  it  been  otherwise,  that  a  different  decision 
would  have  taken  place. 

Mr.  White  observed  that  the  amendment  wonld 
operate  generally  against  the  larger  States. 

Mr.  Sedowice  differed  from  those  opposed  to 
the  amendment.  In  his  statements  respecting  the 
fractional  parts  to  be  produced  by  tnirty-three 
thousand,  he  sold  they  were  fewer  on  the  whole 
than  would  result  from  any  other  number  between 
thirty  and  forty  thousand,  and  those  numbers  both 
included;  and  this  figures  would  demonstrate. 
Hence  he  deduced  a  greater  degree  of  equality, 
and  relative  justice  between  the  several  parts  of 
the  Union.  He  disclaimed  all  local  motives,  and 
iuggested  the  propriety  of  gentlemen  forbearing 
any  im^iutations  of  that  kind,  as  totally  alien  from 
the  snbiect. 

Mr.  BocniNOT  defended  the  amendment,  and 
observed  that  the  Senate  were  in  the  legal  ezer> 
cise  of  their  office  when  they  passed  it,  and  had 
most  undoubtedly  a  right  so  to  do.  He  read  several 
calculations  to  show  that  the  a^regate  of  the  frac- 
tions would  be  reduced  upwards  of  ninety  thou- 
sand, by  a  ralio  of  ihirty-tnree  thousand,  and  that 
the  fractions  in  every  State,  except  one,  would  be 
diminished  also  by  it.  He  adverted  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  Southern  States  deriving  so  great  an 
advantage  from  the  Representatives  they  are  en- 
titled to  by  reason  of  their  possessing  slaves ;  and 
though  he  would  not  do  any  thing  which  would 
interfere  with  the  Constitution  on  that  point,  every 
dictate  of  justice  and  equality  was  0{jposed  to 
giving  an  unnecessary  and  undue  advantage  to  the 
Southern  States  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  FiNDLEv  said,  he  had  expected  toliear  some- 
thing new  on  the  subject,  to  induce  an  alteration 
in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  but  had  heard  nothing. 
Fractions  were  fully  considered  before,  both  in  tte 
House  and  in  the  Committee.  This  he  considered 
as  one  of  the  lesser  matters  pertaining  to  the  sub- 
ject. The  best  way  would  nave  been  to  have  set- 
tled the  ratio  without  knowing  the  numbers  of  the 
people  in  the  several  Stales;  though  that  could 
not  be  done,  as  theoumbersare  known,  yet  he  said 
he  had  made  it  the  rule  of  his  conduct  in  voting. 
The  principle  being  established,  there  will  be  no 
room  for  combinations,  nor  any  ground  for  com- 
plaints and  reproaches  respectii^  either  Southern 
or  Northern  interests.  He  was  for  aJdhering  to  the 
principle  as  that  contemplated  in  the  Conatita- 
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tioD — &nd  thi*  be  conreived  the  House  had  doae — 
Bud  he  hoped  they  would  ooi  depart  ftata  it ;  and 
ms  to  fractiona,  in  competition  with  that  prinei^e, 
he  considered  Diem  of  very  little  ctwaeqaeBce.  He 
did  not  deaf  but  a  smaUeT  nmnber  of  Representa- 
tires  would  be  competent  to  dmng  the  poblie  bu- 
aines*;  btil  d«apatcn  of  public  busmen,  and  a  Re- 
publican representation  of  the  people,  he  couceired 
were  distinct  thinsa;  he  tfaerefbce  sboold  hare 
been  in  favor  of  a  huger  representation.  He  con- 
borened  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  decide  for  the 
Uotise  in  regara  to  this  question — it  was  not  b 
qneition  of  rigfat  and  priril^^e— it  amrtains  prin- 
oiMllf  to  the  KepreientatiTe  body.  He  dien  eon- 
aideied  the  question  as  it  respected  the  Senate — 
and  he  ihoiight  that  a  huge  tepresentation  was 
necesMryuabairier  to  the  in&otce  of  that  body; 
nor  do  I.  said  he,  think  this  an  unreasonable  jeal- 
ontyj  wnen  the  coDstituiitai  of  human  nature  is 
considered.  TheGonstitutionoftheUniledStates 
is  express  on  the  subject,  and  now  is  the  time  when 
the  people  otighi  to  eujo^  the  advantages  of  the 
representation  of  one  to  thirty  thonsand.  Another 
consideration  to  induce  a  large  representation,  lie 
deduced  from  the  accumulation  of  monej  capitals 
in  the  United  States,  which  have  been  mcreased 
beyond  all  parallel;  the  influence  of  these  capitals 
will  find  its  way  into  the  House.  He  hoped  no 
alteration  would  be  made  in  the  determination  of 
the  majority  of  the  members. 

Mr.  QoODHDE  said,  the  difference  between  the 
result  of  the  two  ratios  was  so  smalL  that  he  did 
not  conceiTe  it  would  constitute  a  rafficient  reason 
for  disagreeing  to  the  amendment  He  stated  that 
tbe  difference  Detween  the  Southern  and  Northern 
States,  on  the  ratio  ot-thirtf  thousand,  was  beyond 
all  reason  in  faror  of  the  Southern  States;  whereas 
the  difference  on  that  of  thirty 'three  thousand  itas 
Teij  small  indeed,  in  ftvor  of  the  Noiihem  States ; 
which  evidently  demonstrated  that  me  principle 
of  equalitr  was  inv<dred  in  agreeing  to  the  amende 
menl  of  tne  Senate. 

Mr.  HiLLHousB  stated  various  particnlars  to 
show  tbe  inequality  of  tbe  repreaentation  by  thirty 
thousand,  particnlarly  as  it  respects  the  sraalter 
States.  He  said  he  rejoiced  that  the  Senate  had 
given  their  opinion  on  the  sobject;  they  had  a 
right  to  do  it;  they  are  the  Representatives  of 
the  people,  and  on  this  question  are  probably  more 
impartial  judges  than  this  House. 

Mr.  Gbrrt  still  supported  his  motion  for  adisa- 
greameol.  He  stated  a  case  to  show  that  in  the 
ordLnary  course  of  population,  a  State  at  the  next 
enu'merotion,  which  now  contains  three  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand,  will  then  have  a  much  larger 
fraction,  by  a  ratio  of  thirty-three  thousand,  than 
any  now  c<»itemplated.  He  supposed  the  Senate 
had  a  difierent  interest  in  this  matter  from  that 
of  the  House.  The  larger  States  not  being  repre- 
sented in  the  Senate,  and  the  representation  of 
those  States  which  are  stationary,  or  nearly  so, 
being  full — is  the  reason  of  this  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Amm  observed,  that  he  thought  the  only 
question  was  to  consiiier  whether  the  bill,  as  sent 
nom  this  Uonee,  was  a  proper  one ;  for,  as  to  a 


smaller  or  laiger  repnsentatio^  he  considered  all 
debate  on  that  precluded,  as  the  only  difference 


e  bun- 


between.one  hundred  and  five  and  o 
drcd  and  thirteen.  He  then  entered  into  a  con- 
sideraiioD..of  the  bill  as  it  respects  equality;  he 
anerted  that  the  bill  was  not  oul^  improper  as  un- 
equal, but  was  also  unconstitutional.  To  show 
the  inequality  of  the  bill,  he  obserTed  that  Virginia, 
with  six  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  inhabitants, 
would  have  as  many  members  as  six  of  the  smaller 
States,  whose  aggregate  numbers  exceeded  those 
of  Virginia  upwards  of  seventy  thousand.  This 
ineqnuity  amounted  to  a  direct  violation  of  the 
ConstinRion,  which  expressly  declares  that  repre- 
sentation and  taxation  shall  be  according  to  num- 
bers. He  ami^fied  this  idea,  by  showing  how  it 
would  operate,  if  strictly  adhered  to  in  the  asseov- 
ment  of  taxes. 

Mr.  WiLUAuaoM  still  contended,  that  the  deduc- 
tion from  the  bill  was  two  members  from  the 
System  and  four  fr<Mn  the  Southern  States,  which 
plainly  showed  that  the  uaeudment  was  in  favor 
c^the  Eastern  States;  and  added,  that  if  the  South- 
em  States  had  been  represented  in  the  Senate,  the 
bill  would  not  have  been  sent  back. 

Mr.  NiLBB  Eugtfested  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  of  die  Senate,  which  was  to  strike  out 
one  after  the  word  "  Oelaware,"  and  to  insert  tfeo. 
This  he  was  influmced  to  move,  from  tbe  consid- 
eration of  the  manifest  inequality  of  the  represent- 
ation of  that  Slate,  com[nied  with  that  of  other 
States,  particnlarly  ViTcn&ia.  He  had  no  doubt, 
from  the  justice  of  the  House,  that  if  the  amend- 
ment he  proposed  was  not  directly  contrary  to  the 
Constitution,  it  would  be  agreed  to.  He  then  ad- 
verted to  tiie  Constitution,  and  read  the  passage 
respecting  representation  and  taxation,  which  are 
to  be  apporIi<med  according  to  numbers.  He  ob- 
served that  there  were  evidentiy  wanttiw  to  eom- 
idete  the  sentence,  these  words,  tu  neaiij/  as  may 
M— with  this  explaaatitm  added,  he  went  on  to 
show  that  the  principle  of  ecjuality  would  be  more 
strietly  adhered  to,  by  admiltiog  his  amendment, 
than  by  rejectingit — for  if  Delaware  contains  fifty- 
eight  thousand  inhabitants,  twenty-eight  thousand 
were  certainly  nearer  to  thirty-three  thousand, 
than  thirty-three  thousand  were  lo  fifiy-eight  thou- 
sand. He  recited  other  passages  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  show  that  his  idea  was  compatible  with  it. 

Mr.  Benson  again  suggested  his  piooosition,  of 
apporlioniBg  the  representation  accoraing  to  the 
whole  population.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  large 
representation.  The  principle  advanced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  FiNnLBv)  was 
undoubtedly  just,  thai  a  large  representation  was 
necessary  in  a  free  Qovemment,  for  Information 
and  security — this  principle  is  not  to  be  disputed. 
And  with  respect  to  the  danger  from  corruplioa, 
undoubtedly  patronage  and  influence  would  creep 
in ;  but  he  conceived  that  danser  of  a  more  serUMis 
nature  was  to  be  apprehended  from  another  qtiat- 
ter.  Qendemen  hald  mentioned  the  fimdiag  sys- 
tem. In  questifHis  of  that  kind,  where  one  ^rt  of 
the  Union  thought  themselves  the  mly  suffeien, 
the  liberties  of  wis  country  would  be  bat  a  seccmd- 
Fot,  in  a  Republican  Qoveni- 
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matt,  the  itMJtaitf  nntt  nlte,  and  the  mmority 
Kittsi  submit,  except  tfaey  ar«  oppressed,  and  tben 
they  hs¥e  bd  undoubted  rifht  to  reiisL 

Mr.  QtLBB  defended  the  bill.  He  observed  that 
the  appu«at  ineqtniitr  in  the  r^iesentation  of 
Ae  smaller  States,  wm  rendered  «qual  by  theic 
representation  in  the  Senate.  He  edarged  on  the 
idea  ofsdherinsto  the  amendment  proposed  to  the 
Constitution.  The  ineqnalitf  apolien  of  w^  ia 
(act,  in  ihvor  of  the  smaller  States.  He  adverted 
to  the  restive  spirit  in  some 'of  the  States.  Some 
of  the  meosares  of  Congress^  were  so  disUked,  that 
the  people  in  those  States  wished  Aemselves  sepa- 
rated from  the  Government.  The  people  of  the 
State  from  which  he  caine,  were  so  impressed  with 
the  idea  of  the  ratio  beintr  settled  agreeably  to  the 
bill,  that  he  reallv  feared  the  diwomeuts  of  the 
people  there  would  be  increased  to  an  alarming 
degree,  should  the  amendment  rtf  ike  Swate  be 

At  this  point  the  eoasideration  of  tiie  amend' 
raents  was  postponed  tiU  to-toorrow. 

TuBa»AY,  December  13. 

A  petition  of  John  Frederick  Amelong,  proprie- 
tor of  the  class  maDU&ctory,  at  New  Bremen,  in 
the  State  oTMaryland,  was  ptesented  to  the  House 
and  read,  prsying  the  patronage  of  Ct^reaa  to  his 
undertaking,  and  that  Gor^nmeut  willasaiit  him 
with  a  loan  of  money,  or  other  meaia,  to  further 
the  same. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  Jamei  Wilson,  and  otheia,  U 
behalf  of  the  Laud  Companies  of  the  Illinois  and 
Oabacbe,  was  presented  to  the  Houae  and  read, 
wmying  to  be  permitted  to  exhibit  the  titles  of  the 
Companies  to  certain  Western  lands,  heretofore 
purchased  by  the  said  Companies,  under  the  sanc- 
tloa  of  lawful  authority ;  and  also  to  make  certain 
proposak  for  a  reasonable  compromise,  between 
them  and  the  United  States.  Referred  to  Mr. 
LivsSMORB,  Mr.  FrrzBiifone,  and  Mr.  Clarx; 
that  they  do  examine  die  matter  thereof,  and  repmt 
the  lame,  with  their  opinion  thereupoD,  to  the 
House. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Preatdent  of  the  United  States : 
Oentkmm  of  the  SauiU,  md 

of  the  Haute  of  lUprutntaHva : 

I  plsca  before  you  the  plan  of  a  City  that  hu  been 
laid  out  within  the  District  afTen  Miles  Sqture,  which 
wu  fixed  upon  hi  the  Penasnent  Beat  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  of  the  United  Ststei. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Uymn  Sutis,  December  13,  ITBl. 
APPOBTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  Hoase  prooeeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
aokendmMtts,  proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill 
"afsortiooiBff  Repreaentatives  among  the  people 
of  the  United  Suies." 

Some  debate  having  taken  j>lace  respecting  the 
regnlarity  of  a  resolutum  moved  by  Mr.  Behboh, 
for  ajq»ortioaing  among  the  different  States  (ac- 
oMdug  to  their  reapeelive  numbeia)  the  whole 
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number  of  R^imatdalireB  lorodiwed  by  the  giMi 
aoLount  of  the  aggregate  popi^ian  of  the  Unitad 
Statts, 

Mr.  Bbbowiok  moved  to  amend  the  Senate^ 
amendment  b^  inseTdntf  tvm  membecs  for  the  State 
of  Delaware,  instead  of  one. 

In  favor  of  this  motion,  it  was  observed,  that  the 
injury  arising  from  unreptaented  iracliona  of 
populaiioa  is  more  severely  felt  by  the  smaller 
than  by  (he  largn  State*,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
State  of  Delaware,  to  which  the  bill  allowed  but 
one  representative  for  59,000  inhabitants,  wkl^ 
the  larger  States  would  be  moch  better  reinreaeitt- 
id,  as  their  fractiotks  would  be  divided   atnong  a 


given  to  Cannes*  in  this  particular,  allowing  them 
ekhei  to  ap{^  the  nttio  to  the  aggregate  aiwntat 
of  the  general  populatitn.  and  then  to  appoition 
tha  represenlatian  to  the  difieienl  States,  as  neoilT 
as  they  could  approach  the  ratio  onoe  establiahe^ 
or  to  apply  the  ratio  to  the  population  c^  eaak 
Stale ;  and  if,  in  case  of  applving  the  ratio  to  the 
aggregate  number  of  the  inhatataMs  at  the  United 
States,  the  ausiher  of  Represettlatives-was  foBBd 
to  be  exactly  one  hundred,  it  appeared  doubtfsl 
wbelher  Gongreas  could  well  avoid  adopting  the 
former  mode  ;  otherwise,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  ai^ortion  the  representation  to  the  popolatioB 
with  exact  precision.  Even  if  the  United  8ta«a 
were  to  be  dirided  iato  disirioli  of  thiity  thotuand 
inhabitantE  each,  there  would  atili  remain  a  ftaor 
tion,  and  inequality,  somewhere  or  other,  most  ha 
the  consequence, 
bk  the  bill,  it  was  said,  a  manifest  inequality  if*- 

g fired,  as  it  allowed  Virginia  to  elect  twenly-on* 
epreseutatives,  whereas,  according  to  the  pn^ 
portion  which  her  population  bears  to  that  of  tha 
United  States  in  general,  she  is  entitled  oitly  to 
nineteen.  The  CoostituUon  has  said  that "  Repra- 
sentativee  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  a{^poruon«d 
among  the  several  States  according  to  their  Dft- 
spectire  numbers."  But  if  taxation  were  to  be 
apjurtioned  in  the  same  manner  as  the  reereseaib- 
aboB  is  by  the  bill,  the  inequality  would  be  atiii- 
king,  and  such  as  never  would  be  submitted  to. 
Rhode  Island,  for  instance,  being  represented  ^ 
two  members,  would  have  to  pay  $60,000 ;  whilst 
Delaware,  haviiw  but  a  single  Representative, 
would  pay  only  (30,000,  althoufh  tbe  diSereoce 
of  popukt  ion  is  so  small  bet  ween  those  twoStalea — 
Rhode  Island  having  only  about  68,000  iahabir 
tants,  whilst  59,000  are  found  in  the  Stateof  Delft- 
ware.  The  time  may  come  when  the  safety  asd 
good  order  of  Government  will  require  the  snpo- 
sition  of  direct  taxes.  But  how  can  any  su^ 
taxes  be  laid  without  a  new  census  and  a  just  a^ 
portionment  of  the  representation  1  Before  these 
steps  could  be  taken  ibe  measure  might  be  toa 
late ;  and  it  would  be  uaWise  in  the  present  Coo- 
gress  to  pass  any  law  that  may,  at  a  future  d*r, 
deprive  the  Houseof  one  of  its  consiitulicoal  pow- 
ers— the  power  of  laying  direct  taxes.  It  was  fur- 
ther observed,  that  tne  Constitution  itself  did  not 
seem  to  exact  so  rigid  an  observance  of  the  ratio 
a*  to  requite  that  any  Suie  ahoHld  be  defrired  eg 
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«  RcpmeniiaivB  merely  Qn  aceounl  of  a  trifiing 
Aeficienoy  in  the  wihimi  of  iuluLtutants.  It  ap- 
Heared  viaibly  to  contempUte  such  a  deficiency, 
wtd  that  there  might  be  Slates  whaae  ealire  popu- 
Iktion  woold  not  amotiat  to  the  ratio  that  might 
be  fixed  on.  Still,  it  had  ^ovided  that  such  Stales 
alieiild  bM  remaiui  unr^ieeeiLted ;  but  thfit,  bow- 
«>er  amall  the  populatuHi  Eoay  be,  "  each  State 
aball  hare  atleasttwe  Repiesentauve."  TheCoit' 
ventioD  themselv^,  who  framed  the  ConstitutioD 
were  not  such  scrupulous  observers  of  trifling 
fifactional  differences,  when  they  apportioned  the 
representation ;  for,  although,  by  tne  estimate  of 
IM>pulation,  which  was  the  ground  of  the  appor- 
tionment, the  Slate  of  New  Jersey  was,  strictly 
(peaking,  entitled  only  to  three  members ;  yet,  bj 
the  bad  a  large  fraction  remaining,  she  was  al- 
fewed  four. 

In  owiosilion  to  the  proposed  amendiseiit,  it 
was  nut  that  the  Constitution  never  contemplated 
a  minute  attention  to  fi«ctions ;  t^  the  weight 
giTejt  to  iba  Juti'^llpr  States  in  the  Senate  was  a 
^nceasicoi,  to  compensate  for  any  inequality  that 
thtey  might  be  subject  to  in  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legi^ture;  that  the  Constitution  points  out 
iike  «|^rtioum«n;  according  to  their  respective 
nunbm  of  the  several  Stales ;  that  to  allow  a  Re- 
l^esentative  to  be  chosen  by  a  less  number  than 
thirty  tbAUsaod,  would  be  vi  open  violatioa  of  the 
«xire»s  words  of  the  Coutitution.  Even  if  it 
were  sot  uocMistitut tonal,  yet  it  never  couM,  as  a 
pennaneDt  rule,  aaswer  the  purpose  for  which  it 
W»e  intended.  The  same  difficulty  would  again 
recur  os  other  occasioas ;  for,  if  it  were  laid  down 
tH  a  rule,  that  an  additional  member  should  be  al- 
lowed only  for  a  fraction  above  fifty  per  cent,  it 
migbt  happen  that  there  would  be  found  in  one 
State  »  fraction  of  15,001  iohabitant^and  in  ano- 
liier  tbe  precise  number  of  15,000.  Suppose  the 
Slate  of  Delaware  to  be  in  tbe  latter  predicatnent, 
■Jm  would  have  a  representation  of  only  one  mem- 
twr  for  45,000  inhabitants,  wHibt  another  Stat& 
whose  fraction  was  15,001,  would  be  represented 
m  tbe  ratio  of  one  member  tor  leas  than  30000. 

The  Constitution  directs  that  taxation  snail  be 
uportioned  among  the  individuab  in  tbe  several 
States :  whereas  representation  is  to  be  apportion- 
ed to  classes  of  thirty  thousand  in  each  State,  and 
diis  according  to  a  census  first  actually  taken. 
He&ce,  as  the  one  spportioimient  was  intended  to 
(merate  upon  Stat^  and  tbe  other  upon  individu- 
fl  citizens,  any  difference  in  tbe  apportionment 
could  never  curtail  tbe  authority  of  the  Government 
with  res^t  to  taxation.  As  to  the  inequality 
Mid  to  arise  from  one  large  State  having  as  many 
Bepresentattves  as  six  smaller  States,  anv  argu- 
nent  drawn  Irom  that  circumstance  must  lose  its 
force,  when  it  is  considered  that  tbe  six  lesser 
States,  sending  twelve  members  into  the  Senate. 
IKSsess  three-sevenths  of  tbe  whole  governmental 
mSuence  of  that  body,  (which  is  much  more  con- 
aiderable  than  that  of^  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives,) whereas  the  large  State,  having  only  two 
nembers,  can  possess  but  one-fourteenth  |nrt  of 
tbe  Senatorial  mfluence.  This  circumstance  ope- 
ntet  to  the  ^sadTOUtage  of  the  largest  State,  and 


favor  of  the  smaller  ones,  which  tere,  tber«* 
fore,  no  reason  to  complain  of  an  inequality  that 
exists  bnt  in  idea ;  or  if  it  does  exist  at  all,  beau 
betmtna  ih*  tauKi  State,  to  wbioh  a  small  ad- 
Tnntigr  in  the  Hoiue  ot  Rqnaaeitativea  ttm 
hardly  be  deemed  a  sufficient  oomposaiion  fo^ 
tbe  MM  it  mnsl  neeMMiily  Mifier  in  the  Senata. 
Tbe  profoud  ameadnient  woaU  bat  isMease  that 
inequ^ity,  by  giving  a  greater  ra-opMticHi  of  in- 
fluence to  the  smaller  States,  which  already  pos- 
sess more  than  their  due  share  of  it,  and  derive 
this  advantaee  from  the  very  circumstance  which 
is  complained  of  as  productive  of  inequality  in  tbe 
House  of  Representatives.  On  a  former  occasion] 
a  proposition  had  been  made  to  correct  that  sup- 
posed fnequaliiy,  by  aUowiog  tbe  State  of  Delar 
ware  two  members  in  the  House.  It  was  iq^di^ 
at  a  time  when  no  loi;al  interests  could  be  supr 
posed  to  influenee  tb«  decision;  and  it  was  thj^ 
declared  to  be  unconstitutional,  unkss  that  Statf 
slwiUd  be  found  to  eootatn  sixty  thowand  inhabit- 

its- 

T^  qaeaUoa  being  lakan  on  Vx.  Sanowioi^l 
amendment,  was  lost 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to  thf 
Senate's  amendment,  and  passed  also  in  the  nega- 
tive ;  after  which,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re* 
ported  accordingly. 

WEnHEBDAT,  December  14. 

Mr.  SEnowica,  ftom  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  certain  propositioas  of  amendment 
to  the  Constitalion  of  the  United  Stales^  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  on  the 
table. 

The  House  ptoee«ded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bilL  entitled 
"  An  aet  for  the  relief  of  David  Cook  and  Thomas 
Campbell;"  and  tbe  same,  being  twice  read,  were 
agreed  to. 

APPOBTIONMENT  MhL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tbe  Representa- 
tion bill.  It  was  moved,  that  the  amendments 
proposed  by  tbe  Senate,  with  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  thereon,  be  recommit- 
ted (o  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House;  and  on 
the  (question  to  agree  to  this  motion,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  VcNiHo  moved  this  amendment — to  sttike 
out  "thirty-three  thousand,"  and  to  insert; 

"That  BeprercntatiTes  be  apportioned  unong  the 
Mfertl  Stales  a*  follow :  that  is  to  say,  Nen  Hanpahire 
Bhall  choose  fiva,  MsMaehusetts  siitfen,  Connecticut 
eight,  Rhode  Island  two,  Vermont  three,  New  Yoric 
eleven.  New  Jersey  six,  PeoasylTania  foarteoi,  Dela- 
ware two,  Maiylaad  nine,  Virguii*  tw«Dt;-oiM,  Ken- 
tucky two,  Nmib  Carolina  twelve,  Georgia  tvo." 

On  the  qnestion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  it 
passed  in  the  negative.  The  Committee  then  rose, 
and  the  Chairman  reported. 

Mr.  ViHiNo  renewed  his  motion  in  tbe  House; 
where  it  was  again  negatived — aves  33,  noes  37. 
And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  amende 
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manded, 


of  the  Senate,  the  yeai  snd  nays  being  de- 
-'"  passed  in  the  negative.    "rtK 


e  yeas  and 

ViAi^-Mon*.  Fi^ar  Ajqm,  Robert  Birnwdl,  Eg- 
bert Bmmod,  Eliw  Bondinot,  Sheujuhub  Bouraa,  Ben- 
jainin  Bonme,  Abnhaai  Clwk,  Jonalhu  Dayton,  Tho- 
mai  Fituimona,  Ntdbolu  OUman,  Bmiainin  Goodhue, 
June*  OoniaD,  Tbmnu  Hutley,  Jamw  HiUhooH,  btui 
Jacob*,  Airtui  KildioU,  John  W.  Kitten,  SumwI  Liv- 
•nume,  Nathuiiel  Nilea,  Theodora  Sedgwick,  Jecouiah 
Bmmi,  lanel  Smith,  Williun  Smith,  Jonathan  Stiuges, 
Peter  ^Wealar,  OBorse  Thatdur,  John  Vining,  Jere- 
miah Wadiworlh,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats.— Meun.  John  Baptin  Aihe,  Abraham  Ba]d- 
win,  John  Brawn,  WiUiaio  Findlef,  Elbridge  Gerry, 
William  B.  Oilet,  Samuel  Otiffin,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Na- 
ttuwlel  Macon,  James  Marion,  Andrew  Moore,  Frede- 
rick Anguatui  Muhlenberg,  WilUam  Vain  Munay,  John 
Page,  JoiiahPerker,ComeliuaC.SdKK>nn]*keT,  Joshua 
Seney,  Upton  Sberidine,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomai  Sumpter,  lluHBa*  Tredwell,  Thomaa  Tudor 


The  second  amendment,  after  the  words  "  South 
Carolina,"  to  strike  out  "State"  and  insert  "dis- 
trict," was  airteed  to. 

Chtlered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

ThdRBday,  December  15. 

The  House  anin  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill "  For  establish- 
ing the  Post  Office  anid  Post  Roada  within  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Vinino'b  motion  for  striking  out  the  second 
section,  which  empowers  the  Postmaster  Qenetal 
to  establish  additional  post  roads,  for  the  purpose 
of  substituting  a  clause  making  it  his  duty  to  re- 
port to  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  sucn  cross 
post  roads  as  may  appear  necessary,  with  inform- 
alion  respecting  the  amount  of  the  income  of  the 
Department,  and  the  expense  of  such  additional 
post  roads,  was  taken  into  consideration.  After 
some  debate,  the  second  section  was  struck  out; 
and  the  substitute  being  withdrawn,  a  clause  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Fitzsihoks,  in  lieu  thereof,  em- 
powering the  Postmaster  General,  under  certain 
restrictions,  to  form  contracts  for  extending  the 
line  of  posts,  was  adopted.  The  Committee  then 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  taken  into  con- 
sideration their  first  amendment  to  the  Represent- 
ation Bill,  which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  do  insist  thereon. 

FaiDAT,  December  16. 
A  petition  of  Robert  M'CulIoch  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  to  receive  certain 
arrears  of  pay  as  a  soldier;  and^  also,  relief  in  con- 
sideration of  wounds  received  id  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  war,  which  have 
rendered  him  incapable  of  obtaining  a  livelihood 
by  labor. '  Also, 


A  petition  of  Joseph  Liplong,  assignee  (^  Dixoa 
Nailor,  wbo  is  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Joha 
Nailor,  deceased,  praying  a  liquid 
ment  of  the  accounts  of  the  said  J' 
pay  and  depreciation  f<M  his  services,  as  ■  soldin 
ut  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  duriu  the  lAte 
war.  Referred  to  the  SecreUry  of  War,  with 
instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  hii 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  BTLL. 

The  House  acain  resolved  itself  bto  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  hill  "for  establish- 
ing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States." 

[Ths  IUlowlii(  to  a  caadeuMd  Tleir  tf  ihe  ariiuiisDU  mwU  tn 
•trlklDgoui  AsHcUoD  wlilch|]*e(  la  iDinitieii  Om  [rlTlliii*  (f 
fimoklDf.] 

When  the  bill  under  consideration  is  once  passed 
into  a  law,  it  is  presumable  that  no  gentleman  will 
ever  a^  a  memner  to  frank  for  him,  as  he  canned 
grant  the  request  consistently  with  his  honor;  the 
apprehension  entertained  of  the  existence  of  abuses, 
and  of  their  increasing  with  the  increase  of  num- 
bers, would  be  an  argument  equally  valid  against 
every  law;  for  no  law  can  be  framed,  as  that  the 
people  will  not  find  means  to  evade  it.  But  still 
the  Legislature  will  have  the  power  of  correcting 
the  abases,  as  soon  as  discovered,  by  passing  new 
laws  to  check  them.  The  committee,  who  drafted 
the  bill,  had  before  them  all  Ihe  acts  of  the  British 
Legislature,  respecting  the  post  office;  they  saw 
the  abuses  and  now  they  had  been  remedied;  and 
with  such  light  to  guide  their  steps,  they  had  pro- 
ceeded in  the  execution  of  their  task.  The  pnvi- 
lege  of  franking  they  had  introduced  into  the  bill 
upon  mature  consideration  ilo  take  it  away  would 
be  levelling  a  deadly  stroke  at  the  libertv  of  the 

eess;  the  information  conveyed  by  franks,  may 
considered  as  the  vital  juices,  ana  the  chaimeu 
of  the  post  office  as  the  veins;  and  if  these  are 
stopped,  the  body  mast  be  destroyed;  it  is  tread- 
ing on  dangerous  ground,  to  take  any  measures 
that  may  slop  the  cnannels  of  public  information, 
especially  of  that  which  relates  to  matters  in 
which  the  people  are  interested;  to  check  the  cir- 
culation even  of  foreign  intelligence  may  be  dan- 


s  highly  so,  to  deprive 


the  people 
res  of  tne 


General  Government;  nor  ought  the  members  U 
complain  of  being  obliged  to  read  so  many  letters 
and  petitions  as  come  to  their  hands  in  conse- 
quence of  the  exemption  from  postage.  If  any 
gentleman  thought  tnis  a  heavy  task,  he  ought  to 
remember  that  it  was  only  his  duty,  and  a  task 
which  every  member  had  undertaken  when  he 
accepted  a  seat  in  the  House. 
'  The  privilege  of  franking  was  granted  to  the  ' 
members,  not  as  a  personal  advantage,  (for  in  fact 
it  proved  rather  a  burden,}  but  as  a  benefit  to  their 
constituents,  who,  by  means  of  it,  derive  informa- 
tion from  those  who  are  best  qualified  to  give  it, 
as  they  are  the  persons  chosen  to  administer  the 
General  Government.  The  members  also  receive 
useful  informatit>n  through  the  same  channeL 
When  the  impost  law  and  the  excise  law  were 
tmder  consideration,  many  persons,  who  were  bet- 
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ter  acquainted  with  the  operation  of  aneh  laws, 
transmitted  to  the  House  much  valuaUe  infonna- 
lion  on  those  subjects;  and  to  such  infonnatioo 
the  House  ought  ever  to  be  open ;  as,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  motives  for  Bdopting  certain  measures, 
ought  always  to  be  expUmed  to  inftuential  cha- 
racters in  the  different  parts  of  the  Union.  Such 
eondnct  will  produce  the  most  salutary  effects  in 
reconciling  the  people  to  the  measures  of  QoTent- 
ment,  when  the  prmciples  upon  which  every  law 
is  frBtned,  are  explained  to  them,  as  well  yiy  the 
correspondence  of  the  members,  as  by  their  de- 
bates, published  in  the  newspapers.  Ii  is  the  duty 
of  the  members  to  disperse  the  newspaMTs  among 
those  people  who  caimot,  perhaps,  otherwise  on- 
tain  them,  under  the  protection  of  franks.^Even 
ftloi^  the  post  roads,  the  common  packets  of  news- 
papers are  not  safe  from  depredation;  but  when 
oikce  they  get  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, there  is  hardly  any  chance  of  their  escaping; 
wnereas,  under  cover  of  a  frank,  they  are  sure  to 
reach  their  destination  in  safely. 

Ifthe  privilege  were  confined,during  the  session, 
to  letters  sent  from  and  received  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  and  the  members  limited  to  their 
own  letters,  and  -obliged  to  write  the  whole  saper- 
(cription,  the  increase  of  the  apprehended  abuses 
would  be  prevented ;  if  it  were  further  restricted, 
by  limiting  il  to  those  letters  only  that  are  sent  to 
or  come  from  the  State  to  which  the  member  be- 
longs, this  would  convince  the  people,  that  the 
privilege  was  intended  for  the  benefit,  not  of  the 
members,  but  of  their  constituents. 

Further,  it  was  observed,  that  every  argument, 
which  might  be  adduced  in  favor  of  withdrawing 
the  privily  from  the  members  of  Congress,  might 
be  used  with  ei;^ual  force  in  the  cases  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Vice  President,  and  every  other  public  oflS- 
cer,  mentioned  in  the  same  section.  If  the  allow- 
ance of  six  dollars  per  day  was  a  reason  for  sub- 
jecting the  members  to  the  payment  of  postage, 

every  public  officer  ought  also,  on  the  same 

cipte,  to  pay  for  his  letters,  as  they  were  all 
pensated  with  equal  liberality.  If  abuses 
apprehended  from  the  members,  others  we 
lisely  to  introduce  them  as  they;  if  an  increase  of 
revenue  was  contemplated,  the  postage  of  all  let- 
ters to  and  from  the  President,  the  Vice  President, 
the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  the 
Department  of  War,  &C.,  would  contribute  to  that 
increase ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  those  gentlemen 
must  have  their  compensations  increased,  if  their 
letters  were  (o  be  taxed;  for  they  could  not  be 
expected  lo  pay  for  them  at  their  own  expense. 
If  the  privilege  can  be  guarded  against  abuse,  with 
respect  to  those  officers,  it  can  also  be  guarded  ii 
the  ca.se  of  members  of  Congress. 

The  establishment  of  the  post  i^ce  is  agreed 
to  be  for  no  other  purpose  than  the  conveyance  of 
information  into  every  part  of  the  Unicu;  and  a 
greater  portion  of  that  had  been  conveyed  into 
many  of  the  interior  nans  of  the  country,  by  the 
newspapers  sent  by  tne  members  of  the  House, 
than  could  be  conveyed  by  other  means,  ex- 
cepting on  the  main  roads  on  vhich  sta^  go. 
That  mformatjon  had  proved  highly  semceane 


to  the  present  Government;  for  whereverthe  news- 
papers bad  extended,  or  even  the  conespondence 
of  the  members,  no  opposition  has  been  made  to 
the  laws;  whereas,  the  contrary  was  experienced 

those  parts  to  which  the  information  had  not 

aetrated;  and  even  there,  the  opposition  ceased. 

soon  as  the  principles  on  which  the  laws  hao 
been  passed,  were  made  known  to  the  people. 

As  long  as  the  privilege  can  be  thus  usea  for  the 

Eeneral  advantage  of  the  citizens,  it  oiight  not  to 
e  relinc[uished  bv  the  members  mere^  through 
fear  of  its  being  tnought  a  personal  pnvilege^  it 
light  be  confined  to  members  actually  attending 
le  session;  they  mi^l  be  obliged  to  write  the 
whole  superscription,  and  even  to  add  the  date. 
In  short,  the  wisdom  of  the  House,  it  was  hoped, 
would  prevent  all  the  evils  apprehended  from  it, 
end  retain  the  advantages. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion,  for 
withdrawing  the  privilege  from  the  members,  it 
passed  in  the  negative — yeas  21,  nays  35. 

MoNULT,  December  19. 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
sent  from  the  senate  on  Thursday  last  notifying 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendment,  dis- 
agreed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  apportioning  Representatives  among  the  Peo- 
ple of  the  several  States,  according  to  the  ftrA 
Enumeration ;"  and  the  said  amendment  being  read, 
as  follows: 

**  Strike  rat  ths  fint  wetion  and  inbritate  die  fcl- 
kiwing: 

"  Bt  it  enaettd  by  tJie  SKtate  and  Houte  of  Stprt- 
Motatiomoftlie  Vniitd  SMm  of  Amtriea  in  Cownn 
lUKti^kd,  Thai,  from  tnd  aftei  Oie  3d  d«j  of  Much, 
nsa,  and  nntil  otharwiae  provided  lot  by  law,  (be  Honee 
of  RepraaentatJTet  ihail  be  compoaed  of  Hemben  who 
■hall  hsfe  been  choMn  by  Ibe  People  of  the  ■evsrel 
atst««,in  the  proportion  of  one  Bepreaeulative  forever; 
thiiy  Ihoiuand  persona,  in  each  Stale,  computed  ao- 
coidinE  to  llie  rule  prescribed  by  the  Conititulion  of  the 
United  States :  tlist  ii  to  ny,  from  the  State  of  New 
Btunpabire  bar  metaben,  the  State  ef  Hsasachusetta 
fourteen,  the  Stale  of  Connecticat  mveni  the  Stale  of 
Rhode  Idand  two,  the  State  of  Nsw  York  ten,  the  Stale 
of  New  Jersey  five,  the  Stale  of  Pemuytrania  thirteen, 
the  State  of  Delawuo  one,  the  Stale  of  Maryland  eight, 
the  State  of  Virginia  nineteen,  the  State  of  Kentucky 
two,  the  Stale  of  North  Carolina  ten,  and  the  State  of 
Oeocgia  two  menbera;" 

Mr.  Ames  said,  the  amendment  proposed  hy  the 
Senate,  though  a  single  proposition,  involves  two 
questions,  which  it  will  be  proper,  on  this  occasion, 
to  discuss  distinctly. 

Is  the  bill  wrong-,  as  the  House  passed  it?  and 
is  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Senate  fit  and 

The  original  bill  gives  the  ratio  of  one  member 
to  thirty  £ousBnd  perscmSj  and  proceeds  to  state 
the  number  of  Representatives  which  the  respect- 
ive States  shaU  have  in  the  next  Congress.  If  in 
this  distribution  of  members  it  shall  appear  that 
we  have  not  pursued  the  Constitution,  tne  bill  is 
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a  had  one,  uid  it  is  our  duty  to  «oacui  with  the 
Senate,  U  least  in  Etrildng  out  the  exceptionable 
part. 

The  Constitution  directs  that  RepresentatiTes 
shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  Slates  ac- 
cording lo  their  respective  numbers.  The  whole 
number  of  Repre-sentatives  being  first  fixed,  they 
shall  be  apportioned  to  any  State  according  to  its 
census.  The  Rule-of-Three  will  show  what  mrt 
of  the  reproseniation  any  State  shall  hare.  The 
wisdom  and  caution  of  the  Constitution  have  left 
rery  little  to  Con^esG  in  this  a&ii.  Though  Coik- 
gteia  is  to  apportion  the  members,  the  rule  of  ap- 
portionment IS  fixedj  the  Dumber  of  Represenr- 
tives  will  be  one  hundred  twelve.  These  are 
be  apportioned  to  each  State  according  to  its  nui 
bers.  What  part  of  the  one  hundred  and  twelve 
members  will  Vit^ia  have  according  to  its  peo- 
jde?  The  answer  IS  easily  found.  Virginia,  ha  vine 
six  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  persons,  (which 
is  her  Federal  number,  after  deducting  two-fifths 
for  the  slaves,  according  to  the  Constitution,)  is 
entitled  to  nineteen  members.  The  bill  gives  her 
twenty-cne.  Is  that  rightl  Who  will  say  that  the 
words  or  me4iuiig  of  the  Coostitotion  are  pursued  7 
Are  the  Representatives,  then,  apportioned  or  dis- 
proportioned?  We  may  believe  tne  result  of  fig- 
nres.  The  sum  is  short  and  easy  to  reckon.  Lei 
us  not,  then,  persist  in  a  measure  which  palpably 
violates  the  Constitution.  The  argument  might 
stop  here:  but,  to  show  how  other  States  will  be 
wronged  by  the  bill,  it  may  be  well  to  proceed. 
If  the  Constitution  had  been  silent — as  we  are 
men  common  sense  would  have  told  us,  and  as 
we  are  &t»maa  we  should  hare  learned  irom  our 
habits  of  acting,  that  an  unequal  reprea^ta- 
tion  is  wrong.  Bat  the  Gonttitntion  is  not  si- 
lent; and  yet  the  bill  gives  Virginia  twenty-one 
members. 

The  States  of  Vermont,  New  Hampshire  Rhode 

Island,  Connecticut,  Ifew  Jersey,  and  Ddaware, 

nave  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand  four 

IS,  and  they  will 

members,  Vifh 

ly  thousand  pcr- 

i  in  have  no  more 

I  Thus  Virgbia 

i  re  than  ber  du« 

I  1  Union,  and  not 

'.  lix  States  b^ore 

Vrom  this  vi«w  at  the  ofention  of  the  bill  I 
draw  this  conclusion,  which  I  presume  is  aniici- 
pnted,  that  the  proposed  distribution  of  Represent- 
atives is  neitherjust  and  equal  in  itself,  nor  war- 
ranted by  the  Constitution.  If  further  evidence 
of  this  injustice  should  be  demanded,  it  can  be 
fuqiished.  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  are 
to  be  apportioned  by  the  tome  rule;  and  there  is 
a  manifest  propriety  in  the  rule.  In  the  distribu- 
tion of  benefits  and  burdens,  the  Constilulion  has 
wisely  excluded  this  means  aod  temptation  to 
partiality. 

It  is  an  additional  security  to  our  property  that 
those  who  hold  the  power  are  made  to  feel  it 
wben  they  exercise  it,  apd  that  exactly  in  the  de- 


gree that  they  hold  iL  Taxes  are  to  be  appoititmed 
according  to  the  numbers  in  the  respective  Slates. 
It  would  not  be  allowed  b_y  the  Constitution  to 
use  one  rule  for  apportioning  taxes,  and  another 
for  the  members.  If  two  things  are  to  be  com- 
pared with  a  third,  and  n^de  equal  to  it,  it  follows 
that  they  must  be  equal  to  each  other.  Let  us 
suppose  this  hiU  to  have  become  a  lawi  and,  for 
the  more  plainly  showing  its  tendency,  let  us  sup- 
pose Virginia  to  have  six  hundreii  and  thirty 
thousand  persons,  (her  true  number,)  and  twenty- 
one  members,  and  the  thirteen  States  to  have — as 
Delaware  actually  has — fifty-nine  thousand  pet- 
sons  each,  and  one  member  to  each  State;  in  the 
whole  one  million  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
thousand  persons:  let  us  suppose  a  tax  to  be  laid 
equal  to  one  doUar  for  each  person  In  the  fourteen 
Slates— that  is,  a  tax  of  $1,397,000— Virginia,  in 
point  of  juslic^  and  by  the  Constitution,  should 
pay  only  according  to  her  numbers,  or  $630,000; 
yet  she  would  pay  twenty-one  parts  m  thirty-four, 
or  $1,007,000,  being  $377,000  more  than  her  pro- 
portion. Whether  with  twenty-one  members  in 
thirty-four  this  wrong  would  be  imposed  or  sub- 
mitted to,  is  not  my  question.  This  may  be  called 


sey,  Connecticut^  New  Hampshire,  ana  Vermont. 
on  a  tax  equal  to  one  dollar  a  head,  would  avoia 
more  than  $150000  of  their  just  proportion: 
the  justice  and  tne  constitutionality  of  such  an 
apportionment  of  taxes  are  upon  an  equal  foot- 

Iitraordinary  as  this  statement  may  seem,  it  is 
easy  to  show  an  authority  in  Congress  to  ap- 
portion a  tax  on  any  other  principle.  It  would 
not  do  to  deprive  a  State  of  its  proportion  of  mem- 
bers, and  yet  to  saddle  it  with  taxes  accordins  to 
numbers.  The  departure  from  the  rule  of  the  Caa- 
siitution  in  the  case  of  Representatives,  would  be 
rendered  both  more  fla^jrant  and  more  galling  br 
an  adherence  to  it  in  the  imposition  of  taxes.  SucB 
a  comment  upon  this  law  would  silence  its  advo- 
cates— such  an  execution  of  it  would  disfranchise 
the  sufferers.  But  this  is  not  the  country^  and  I 
trust  this  is  not  the  Government,  to  do  a  violence 
of  this  sort;  therefore  no  tax  would  be  laid:  and 
yet,  unless  a  new  census  should  be  taken,  or 
a  new  law,  at  least,  for  apportioning  Repre- 
sentatives should  be  passed,  Congress  might  be 
found  destitute  of  one  of  its  cons ti tut ioi;^  fa- 

The  gentlemen  who  vote  for  this  law  have  been 
importuned  to  defend  it.  Anxious  as  we  are,  un- 
der the  fear  of  seeing  the  Constitution  and  our 
irimary  civil  rights  violated,  we  have  listened  19 
lear  reasons  which  would  show  some  respect  fot 
he  one  and  the  other.  It  is  needless  to  decide 
whether  men's  passions  will  be  soothed,  or  their 
understandings  convinced,  by  an  argument  of  this 
kind:  that,  as  the  small  States  are  equaDy  with 
the  large  ones  represented  in  the  Senate,  the  ad- 
itage  which  the  bill  will  secure  to  Virginia  in 
Representative  branch  is  fit  and  proper,  and 
that  it  was  so  intended  by  the  Constitution.  Is 
one  inequality,  if  it  really  existed,  to  be  balanced 
by  anolberl    Because  the  Consti" 
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ctred  to  each  State  vA  erjaH  rote  in  the  SfiiiBte, 
are  vre  at  liberty  to  make  a  n^W  Conatitation  as 
oftea  as  we  make  a  representation  law,  to  coun- 
terpoise if?  andunderaformof  Government  con- 
trived to  secure  equal  libeily,  and  to  fix  right  above 
opinion^  are  the  measure  and  the  nature  of  this 
retributicm  to  the  eteat  States  to  depend  on  our 
arbitrary  discretion?  This  answer  is  perhapB  more 
aerious  than  the  argument.  Let  tt  be  refuted  by 
itself.' 

Because  the  great  States  BB%r  wrong  ia  the 
constitutional  compact,  will  this  bill  do  them  rifffat'? 
Is  Massachusetts  or  North  CaTotina  benefited  br 

e'ving  Virginia  two  eiira  members'?  By  this 
11,  the  great  States  are  injured  as  well  as  the 
small  ones.  The  small  ones  are  injured  as  it  re- 
spects each  other.  Delaware  will  Eetc  one  mem- 
ber, Rhode  Island  two ;  yet  the  latter  has  only 
ikine  thousand  more  people  than  the  former.  But 
tk«  doctrine  tears  up  the  foundation  of  compact 
on  which  we  stand,  abd,  under  the  appearance  of 
TiB^eating  the  bill  from  a  e Wge  of  vi^tiBg  the 
Coiutitution,  establishes  a  claim,  to  violate  it  at 
pleasure. 

tt  has  been  sud  that  Ihe  Representatives  are  to 
be . apportioned  among  the  several  States;  that 
Congress  is  not  to  regard  the  nomher  of  the  whole 
nation.  It  is  not  easy  to  see  how  the  bill  can  be 
defended  on  any  principle  of  distribution  among 
the  States.  The  Repcesentatives  are  to  be  ap- 
portioned according  to  numbers.  The  number  of 
members  allotted  to  a  State  must  correspond  either 
with  the  number  of  persons  in  any  other  State,  or 
the  number  in  all  the  States.  Compare  Virginia 
with  either  of  the  six  Stales  before  mentioned,  or 
with  the  whole  sii.  It  appears  that  130,000  per- 
sons in  ibe  latter  will  go  unrepresented.  Com- 
ere  Virginia  with  the  nation,  she  has  two  mem- 
rs  more  than  her  proportion.  Why,  then,  is  it 
so  zealously  contended  tnat  the  apportionment  is 
not  to  be  made  upon  the  entire  number  of  the 
Union,  hut  upon  the  census  of  each  State  1  The 
bill  is  as  naked  of  defence  On  the  one  comparison 
as  the  other.  It  departs  as  widely  from  the  prin- 
ciples of  its  advocates  as  from  those  of  its  adver- 

It  is  indeed  intimated  that  you  are  to  take  the 
ratio  of  30j000j  and  to  apply  it  to  each  State,  with- 
out regarding  its  operation.  To  justify  this  inler- 
pretation,  the  text  of  the  Constitution  ought  (o 
read,  Each  State  akaU  have  a»  vumy  mem&rs  at 
tke  ratio  of  thiriy  thoiutznd,  applied  to  the  num- 
ber of  persons,  imU  give  it;  hut  that  instrument  is 
very  differently  expressed,  and  much  better:  '^Re- 
pre^entatims  and  direct  taxes  are  to  be  appor- 
tioned among  the  KVerai  States  according  to  their 
Tttpective  nujnber*."  Will  any  jgentleman  who 
votes  for  the  bill  say  that  it  is  such  an  apportion- 
ment? Will  it  accord  with  the  Constitution  to 
take,  instead  of  such  an  apportionment,  an  arbi- 
trary ratio,  which,  instead  of  apportioning,  dispro- 
portions Representatives  to  numbers?  The  ratio 
mentioned  in  the  Constitution,  and  in  the  propos- 
ed amendment  lo  it,  evidently  relates  to  the  whole 
number  of  Representatives  which  according  to  it 
may  he  had  from  the  whole  nation,  and  not  from 


the  humher  of  people  in  a  State.  Any  other  sense, 
besides  being  unnatural,  would  disagree  with  the 
clause  which  directs  how  Representatives  shall  be 
appmtioned. 

By  the  ratio  of  one  to  30,000  may  be  known  the 
greatest  number  of  Representatives  which  shall 
lona  this  branch  of  the  Qovenmient.  Having  de- 
termined the  number,  it  remains  to  apportion  the 
members  according  to  the  census  in  the  respective 
States.  Nothing,  is  more  natural,  or  corresponds 
more  perfectly  with  the  Constitution,  than  to  find 
first  the  whole  number  of  Represeutatives,  and 
then  to  apportion  them  as  the  Constitution  directs. 
But  this  method  would  not  suit  the  present  emer- 
gency ;  for  that  would  give  Virgmia  nineteen 
members,  and  no  more.  Instead  of  beginning  with 
the  whole  nnmber,  the  bill  savs,  lei  us  begin  at  the 
other  end :  give  to  Virginia  her  twenty-one  first, 
and,  if  the  number  should  hold  out,  give  to  all  the 
States  at  that  rate.  It  seems,  on  trial,  the  num- 
ber will  not  hold  out  toapportton  in  that  manner. 
Still,  however,  says  the  bill,  give  Virginia  her 
twenty-one. 

Let  the  Constitution  become  what  the  bill 
makes  it,  a  dead  letter.  Still,  however,  men,  and 
freemen,  will  remain,  who  will  preserve  the  de- 

Srted  spirit;  fer,  before  the  Constitirtion  waa 
-med  our  rights  iirere  equal ;  and  can  it  be  be- 
lieved that  compact  has  made  them  less?  Men 
equal  in  rights  assented  to  a  QoTemment  which 
preserves  them  equal  in  power.  Thirty  thousand 
citizens,  residing  where  they  may,  must  possess 
civil  rights  and  powers  equal  to  thirty  thousand 
in  any  other  part  of  the  Union  ;  yet,  though  a  com- 
pact which  ought  to  be  inviolable,  has  ordained 
that  representation,  that  is  to  say,  power,  shall  be 
apportioned  according  lo  numbers,  this  bill,  con- 
tmdicting  the  language  of  nature  and  cominct, 
directs  that  thirty  thousand  in  Virginiashall  have 
as  much  power  as  near  sixty  thousand  in  Dela- 
ware and  several  other  States. 

It  would'  ill  snit  the  seriousness  of  my  present 
emotions  to  say  how  Utile  the  supposed  expedi- 
ency of  a  numerous  assembly  and  many  other  fi- 
vonce  topics  have  to  do  with  the  debate.  Constt- 
mtiooal  questions  are  so  frequent  they  have  al- 
most lost  their  power  to  impress  us.  But  this 
touches  the  first  organization  of  the  body  politic. 
'  aoes  to  stifle  liberty  in  her  crpdle.    It  estab- 

!nes  the  power  of  a  part  over  the  "whole.  It  is  a 
disfranchisement  of  some  of  the  States.  If  the 
rights  of  Virginia  were  invaded,  I  trust  I  should 
be  equally  zealous  to  maintain  them.  For  the 
common  right  is  the  common  security  ;  but  this 
bill  tears  the  title  deed  in  pieces. 

Having  compared  the  bill  with  the  Ctmstito- 

>n,  and  seen  tne  result  of  the  comparison,  it  re- 
mains to  inquire  what  amendment  will  be  proper 
and  constitutional.  In  this  part  of  the  inquiry  I 
will  not  pretend  to  say  that  Ihave  arrived  at  equal 
certainty.  1  have  no  doubt  that  the  bill  is  bad, 
but  1  am  not  equally  sati-ified  of  the  best  mode  of 
amending  it. 

To  determine  what  is  right,  some  principle  must 

:  ascertained.    That  first  principle  is  equality ; 

is  another  name  for  justice.    Toat  whicn  is  the 


HISTORY  OF  OONGRESB. 


H.  OP  R.] 


Apporiianmtnt  BiU, 


[DSOBHBBB,  1791. 


right  of  the  peopl«,  tfaeiefoia,  U  the  duty  of  the 
OoTernment.  But,  as  it  is  not  practicable  to  ap- 
portion Representatives  exactly  among  the  seve- 
ral States,  according  to  their  numbers,  it  is  our 
duty  to  approach  as  nearly  to  that  equality  aa  may 
be.  If  an  apportionment  is  proposed,  and  it  can 
be  shown  that  a  more  equal  one  can  be  made,  it 
becomes  our  duty  so  to  make  it.  For,  if  we  have 
an  aibitiary  discretion  to  reject  the  most  equal 
apportionment^  and  to  adopt  a  less  equal,  what  is 
to  lestiaia  us  from  choosit^  the  least  equal  of  all, 
that  is  to  say,  having  no  apporCionmetit  at  all.  If 
this  principle  is  not  to  govern  us,  iheu  we  are  to 
act  without  any  rule  ai  oU,  and  the  Constitution 
was  made  in  vain.  We  cannot  have  more  repre^ 
sentatives  than  one  to  30,000  ;  but,  in  apportioning 
them,  let  us  follow  the  Constitution,  and  do  it  ac- 
cording to  numbers ;  and,  when  we  stop,  as  we 
must,  short  of  a  perfect  eqttalily,  it  will  be  the 
Constitution  thai  restrains  us.  In'  doine  this,  we 
shall  assume  no  arbitrary  control  over  the  eqiul 
and  sacred  rights  of  the  people.  We  shall  have 
done  all  that  we  can  to  give  them  energy.  It  has 
appeared,  on  discussion,  that  the  role  of  30,000, 
proposed  by  the  bill,  is  so  far  from  being  the  most 
equal,  that  no  more  capricious  and  unjust  dispro- 
portionment  of  RepresentatiTes  has  yet  been  sug- 
gested. The  ratio  of  33,000,  though  not  free  from 
exception,  is  less  unequal,  and  leaves  less  unrepre- 
sented fractions. 

The  amendment  (Mr.  Benson's)  which  was 
proposed  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  would 
increase  the  Representatives  to  one  hundred  and 
nineteen.  Two  objections  have  been  made  to  this 
increase.  It  has  been  called  a  representation  of 
fractions,  and  a  number  of  changes  were  rung 
upon  the  idea.  It  has  also  been  said  to  be  as  dis- 
proportionate a  representation  as  that  given  by 

As  to  the  Qrst  objection,  it  is  a  mere  play  upon 
the  word/rac(ion« ,-  for,  if  the  effect  be,  as  it  will 
apj)eu'  to  be,  to  produce  a  more  equal  represent- 
atioik,  it  may  be  retorted  that  the  bill  gives  a  re- 
presentation by  fractions ;  whereas  the  other  mode 
makes  one  hundred  and  nineteen  whole  parts, 
nearly  equal  to  each  other,  and  gives  a  member 
to  each. 

This  brings  me  to  the  neit  objection,  and  which 
has  been  strenuously  urged  against  naving  the 
amendment  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen  mem- 
bers :  that  it  will  be  as  unequal  as  the  bill.  Then, 
I  shall  think  as  imfavorably  of  it.  We  should  not 
hesiute  to  renounce  them  Both. 


But  figures  will  show  with  certainty  whether 
It  is  true  that  the  amendment  which  proposes  to 
add  one  member  to  seven  of  the  States  inll  ope- 
rate as  unequally  as  the  bill.  To  refute  this,] 
have  made  a  table  in  which  are  seen  the  effects  of 
the  two  plans  which  are  to  be  compared. 

Mr.  Ames  then  read  the  following 

"  Ratio  of  Repretentation. 

"The  unendment  proposed   in   the  Haoiv  to  (he 
UDendment  of  the  Senate  will  mkke  an  addition  of  • 
membet  to  each  of  the  tbtlowing  eeven  States  ; 

"  In  the  fifth  ccdumn  of  figurei  is  the  ratio  according 


Sum*. 

twn. 

aulo. 

Toullai 

New  York          -        -        - 

Marrluid   .... 
Vir^     .... 

•3 

31 

30.144 
30,919 
30.946 
80.036 

1,684 
13,866 

B,au 

64S 

ftfi  1 

Eentuekv   .... 
Georgia      .... 
Rhode  Island       - 

S      S4^3 
S      36,431 
S      84,338 

8,704 
10,84* 
8,447" 

Mr.  Ames  then  remarked,  that,  if  the  ratio  of 
30,000  deserved  so  much  respect  as  gentlemen  had 
declared  was  due  it,  because  the  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  has  adopted  it,  they  cannot  forbear 
to  say  that  the  bill,  in  every  instance,  eicepi  four 
States,  departs  from  that  ratio;  whereas,  the  plan 
he  was  comparing  with  the  bill  has  made  it  die 
common  measure  and  applied  it  with  less  varia- 
tion than  perhaps  anv  other  scheme  will  permit. 

It  appears,  from  the  foregoing  statement,  ttiat 
the  ratio  of  30,000  is  applied  with  more  equalilr, 
in  pursuance  of  the  amendment  than  by  the  hill ; 
for  fifty  members  will  be  chosen  by  six  of  the 
seven  States  to  which  one  member  is  proposed  to 
be  added,  and  the  ratio  of  30,000  wilt  be  nearly  ob- 
served. 

The  short  numbers,  in  the  case  of  five  members, 
will  be  1,635 ;  of  three  members,  1,489 :  of  twelve, 
540. 

The  deficiency  of  numbers  for  choosing  sixteen 
will  be  less  than  300,  and  for  fourteen  less  than 
200. 

The  deficiency  for  the  choice  of  (he  two  Dela- 
ware members  wilt  be  greater,  but  that  will  be 
only  8,331. 

Add  to  this,  fifty-five  members  will  tie  chosen 
by  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Vir- 
guia,  at  the  rate  of  one  to  30,000. 

So  ttiBi  one  hundred  and  seven  members  will 
in  effect  be  chosen  by  the  ratio  of  one  to  30,000. 

By  the  bill,  some  States,  especially  the  seven  to 
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wluch  additioDSBre  propMed,  will  lom  nnmben. 
In  th«  plan  <tf  the  uDendment,  they  will  gain. 
Bf  compariag  their  low'  in  one  case  with  the  gain 
in  the  other,  the  degree  of  equality  ean  be  exactly 
eomputed,  riz : 


1 

I 

mmbet. 

6,468 

«i,8ao 

1.686 

8.176 

It 

.  1,91  a 

96,8*7 

3S1 

4,3M 

36,641 

186 

1,660 

Vennonl  -        - 

1S,7«6 

1,489 

4,467 

New  Jen*y     - 

Mil 

30^69 

174 

1,0*4 

«,I38 

33,663 

540 

6.480 

Delawno 

86,638 

86,636 

«Jt31 

4,462 

178,171 

30^1 

80,80! 

■HuabenmEi- 

Toi     of     the 
amendment  - 

- 

1*7,810 

Mr.  A.  said,  that  if,  by  this  [d&n,  die  leren  States 
to  which  a  member  was  added  were  gainen,  that 
is  to  say,  would  be  allowed  members  for  a  less 
nomber  than  30,000,  the  gain  was  very  little.  In 
fact,  the  States  would  be  represented  very  nearly 
according  to  the  same  scale.  The  bill,  on  the  con- 
trary, mues  the  scale  or  ratio  vary  from  55,000 
to  30,000. 

But  if  the  adTanlace  to  the  eewi  States,  or  the 
number  less  than  30,000  for  one  member,  is  com- 
pared with  the  loss  or  inequality  sustained  fay  the 
bill,  it  is  found  to  be  as  3Q,Bfil  gain,  by  aiding 
seven  members,  to  178,171  loos  by  the  unrepre- 
sented fractions,  as  the  bill  stands. 

Mr.  Ambb  made  a  number  of  remarks  to  eluci- 
date the  statements  and  to  show  the  moqual  ope- 
ration of  the  bill,  and  the  &iraess  of  the  other  plan. 

After  which,  he  proceeded  to  show  that  the 
Slates  of  Kentucky,  Qeorgia,  and  Rhode  Idand 
ipould  hare  the  most  cause  to  complain  of  frac- 
tions or  unrepresented  numbers..  But  the  fntc- 
lions  of  those  three  Stales  amounted  to  the  Pac- 
tional number  of  one  only  of  the  seven  States  to 
which  a  member  would  be  added.  If  no  nearer 
»|l}noach  could  be  made  towards  an  exactly  equal 
[miparticH),  no  just  objection  could  be  urged  a^amst 
the  (dan  on  the  part  of  Rhode  Island,  Georgia,  or 
Eentucky ;  for  they  would  see  the  case  could  not 
be  rememed.  He  then  urged  the  equal  operation 
of  the  ]dan  between  States  haring  equal  numbers, 
and  contrasted  the  bill  and  the  amendment  which 
kad  been  proposed  in  the  House. 

From  the  aggr^ate  loss  and  gain  on  die  t^ 
modes  of  appcMrtionment  in  the  fore^ing  state- 
ments, see  tbe  compaiiaon  more  panicolarly  be- 
tween particular  States,  viz : 
Virgima  has  31  members.    The  loss,  that 

is,  theezcessofherniraiber9aver30.000,is      546 
Hassachnsetts  has  15,  New  Hampehire  4, 
1  to  be  added  to  each  makes  SI  members. 
The  loss  to  these  two  States  on  19  mem- 
bers is    47,147 

Or  nearly  as  90  to  1. 


On  the  other  hand,  the  gain  on  21  members  or 
numbers  short  of  30,000  for  a  member,  is,  for  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  only    -    -   1S,S48 
New  York  has  tl  members.    Loss,  or  ex- 
n  of  numbers  orer  30,000  for  one 

_nDber,  is  ------     l^ 

North  Carolina  11  members.  Loss  -  .      -  23,552 

Whereas  the  gain  to  North  Carolina  by 
addinf  a  member  will  be  only      -       -     6,460 

Tbe  di&rence  between  the  loss  and  gala, 
or  the  balance  against  the  bill,  is  -        -   17,078 

Maryland  has  0  members.    Herloetnum- 
bers  by  the  bill 8,514 

Connecticut  has  7  members.    Lost  num- 
bers by  the  bill  are       -        -       26,841 

Vermont  has  two.    Lost  num- 
bers by  the  biU  are       -       -       23,533 

52,374 

Difibrence  against  the  bill  is    -  -  43,860 

By  adding  a  member  to  Connecticut  and 

Vermont,  the  numbets  gained  will  be  -     6,027 

Balance  against  the  bill  is        -       -        -   37,733 

The  question  is :  Will  the  amendment,  adding 
one  member  to  Massachusetts  and  one  to  New 
Hampshire,  cure  the  error  ?  Tbe  answer  appears, 
by  the  statemoit,  that  Virginia  will  be  as  fully 
represented  according  to  numbers  as  those  two 
States,  saving  a  difierence  of  13,389,  or  within 
two-fifths  of  a  member.  In  forty-two  members, 
that  fractional  ineaualiiy  is  scarcely  an  error. 

In  like  manner,  by  adding  a  member  to  North 
Carolina,  the  error  or  inequality  compared  with 
New  York  is  equal  to  a  fourth  port  the  number 
for  one  member:  whereas,  by  the  bill,  Massachu- 
setts and  New  Hampshire  will  lose  almost  two 
members,  and  Virginia  will  gain  two — a  difference 
little  short  of  four  members. 

Mr.  Oatton  said  that,  if  the  rote  which  was 
about  to  be  taken  were  merely  to  determine  what 
should  be  the  ratio  of  representation,  he  should 
have  been  contented  to  have  remained  in  his  seat 
and  to  have  giyen  a  silent  vote  upon  the  ocoasitm ; 
but  to  him  it  appeared  to  Involve  in  it  a  question 
and  a  principle  of  infinitely  hisher  moment. 

Two  of  the  members  from  Virginia  (Mr.  D.  ob- 
served) bad  candidly  admitted  the  inequalities 
complained  of  in  the  apportionmeni  prescribed  by 
the  bill  sent  up  to  the  Senate,  and  nad  acknow- 
ledged the  advantages  to  be  given  to  their  State 
over  every  other.  They  did  not  contradict  the 
calculations  nor  combat  the  arguments  which  had 
been  offered  against  it,  but  they  boldly  claimed 
and  exacted  those  advantages  as  a  right.  This 
being  the  case^  the  question  was,  in  reality,  no 
longer  whether  30,000  or  33,000  should  be  the 
rule  of  apportionment,  but  whether  the  Legida- 
lure  of  the  Union  were  in  future  to  frame  their 
acts  with  a  view  to  the  particular  and  almost  ex- 
clusive advantage  of  Virginia,  and  to  bend  and 
accommodate  their  laws  to  the  interests  and  will 
of  the  people  or  Representatives  of  that  State. 

It  was  now  also  to  be  determined,  Mr.  D.  fur- 
ther observed,  whether  PeoDsylTania  was  here- 
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■Aer  destined  to  hold  in  her  haads,  as  Ae  had 
been  in  some  raeaaure  used  to  do,  the  political 
balance  of  the  States — to  be  the  tunpiTe  in  our 
disputes,  and  the  centre  of  ow-  Union.  Judging 
from  the  votes  upon  record  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  from  some  other  circumsiaDces,  she  was 
no  longer  intendedortjualiSedtohold  that  import- 
ant station.  The  ancient  prophecy  seemed  lo  be 
verifying  among  a  people  for  whom  he  had  nevw 
considered  it  as  intended.  The  Saviour  of  this 
country,  the  political  Shiloh,  was  now  amon 
and  uniTersally  known  and  acknowledged,  ancT  the 
sceptre  was  aluut  to  depart  from  Jadah.     These, 


assembling  at  the  New  Jerusalem.  He  concluded 
.with  saying  that  not  Pennsylvania  alone,  but  for 
the  greatest  part  of  the  Union,  would  have  reason 
to  repent  the  determination  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  and  of  adherence  to  the  origi 
nal  bill.  He,  for  his  own  part,  believed  that  snch 
a  determination  not  only  struck  at  the  exist 
of  the  Stale  soviereigntieB,  bnt  reached  to  the  ^ 
vitals  of  the  General  Gkivernment,  and  that  it 
must  eventually  produce  either  a  general  consoli- 
dation of  the  Unioc  into  one  national  mass,  c 

absolute  separation  of  its  members. 

Mr.  Vbnablg  supposed  that  a  Virginian  was 
possessed  of  equal  rights  with  other  men.  If  this 
be  a  Government  of  compact,  he  has  equal  righti 
with  other  men.  But  is  it  a  reason,  that,  because 
Virgiiua  has  relinquished  a  part  of  her  rinits  when 
this  compact  was  forming,  that  she  would  not 
now  hold  what  she  has  not  resigned  1  The  dis- 
pute on  the  ratio  of  reprt^entation  does  not  affect 
Vn^inia ;  for,  whatever  ratio  may  be  adopte^  her 
ivpresentation  most  always  be  complete.  Whe- 
ther this  be  a  cmsolidated  or  federal  Government, 
Virginia  will  have  her  full  proportion  in  every 
case  eicept  one — that  is,  in  ease  she  should  be  re- 
duced to  a  less  number  than  one  member — so  that, 
upon  whatever  grounds  we  take  it,  whether  frac- 
tional or  c<Histitutional,  the  result  will  be  nearly 
the  same.  Calculations,  therefore,  are  out  of  the 
question  ;  and,  afteralttne  ailments  of  Northern 
and  Southern  interests,  of  the  diffwences  between 
maall  States  and  large  States,  the  comparison  is 
brought  to  Virginia  and  Delaware,  and  the  qoes- 
tion  to  strike  off  seven  members  from  the  five 
large  States  and  add  to  the  xeven  smaller  ones. 
Thus  is  one-sixteenth  of  the  whole  representation 
of  the  Union  to  be  deducted  traconstitationally 
from  one  pari  and  given  away  to  another  which 
has  already  more  than  a  just  proportion  in  the 
Qoveniment ;  for,  although  it  is  contended  that 
we  should  Dot  argue  from  the  proportion  the  small 
States  bear  in  t^e  Senate,  yet  1  hold  It  fair,  in 
speaking  of  a  Government  of  representation,  to 
take  the  whole  into  view,  and  not  to  be  governed 
by  such  partial  comparisons.  Under  thisconaider- 
ation,  I  say  that  every  man  in  Virginia,  as  repre- 
sented in  the  two  branches  of  the  Legnlature,  is 
to  a  man  in  Delaware  only  as  one  to  ettveti  tmd  one- 
half,  and  in  the  election  of  a  President  only  as  one 
to  one  and  ont^ha^.  This  is  an  advantage  enjoy- 
ed by  individuals  in  the  smaller  Statesmore  tniut 


by  those  in  the  larger ;  and  this  advantage  wonU 
be  still  increased  by  an  adc^tioe  of  the  amend- 
ment  of  the  Senate.  Is  it,  lhe«efore,  just  to  JH- 
crease  this  ineqaaliiy  1  Is  it  fair  that  a  man  living 
in  the  neighborhood  of  another,  with  only  ihe 
boundary  Ime  of  a  State  between  them,  should  be 
represented  only  in  the  proportion  of  on«  toetecien 
amdtme-half?  1  contend  that  the  princijrie  which 
comes  the  nearest  to  hold  out  equal  rights  to  every 
man  is  the  most  prt^r  one,  and  one  that  I  will 
always  contend  tor  as  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  as  a  citizen  of  Virginia.  I  sitall  navO 
wish  to  encroach  upon  the  Constitution,  bnt  i-wdl 
be  equally  aeainsi  destroying  the  balance  bBiw«cii 
the  rights  which  the  people  have  delegated  and 
those  they  have  retained. 

Take  tne  subject  in  any  point  of  view,  the  fire 
targe  States  will  send,  suppose  81  members  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  10  to  the  Senate : 
while  the  nine  smaller  States  will  have  31  mem- 
bers in  this  House  and  18  in  the  Senate—so  that 
the  majority  of  the  representation  in  the  one  is 
overpowered  in  the  other ;  and,  taking  the  whole 
i^^egate  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Umied  States, 
if  divided  into  the  majority  cfflitained  in  those 
five  large  States,  and  the  minority  in  die  nine 
smaller  wies^  it  appears  that  the  mmority  of  the 


people  upon  principles  of  equality,  and,  whilst  m 
admit  the  argument  of  sovereignty  retained  to  the 
States  in  Senate,  let  us  not  lose  sight  of  justiee, 
H^t,  and  eqtiily.  He  concluded  by  declaring 
himself  of  the  same  (^rinion  as  formerly,  in  bvor 
of  the  bill ;  and,  as  there  were  no  reasons  offered 
by  the  Senate,  or  for  them,  that  could  induce  him 
to  chan^,  conseqaently,  he  could  not  Mcede  fhnia 
his  opinioB. 

Mr.  Madison,  after  making  a  few  pre&torf 
observations,  said  he  felt  himEelf  impeUed  to  talm 
some  notice  of  the  arguments  that  had  been  used 
this  day  on  the  subject  befora  the  House.  U« 
wotdd  not,  however,  attempt  any  reply  to  the  gea- 
tleman  from  New  Jeraey,  nor  pretend  to  foUow 
him  in  his  flights  at  imagimtion  respecting  the 
New  Jerusalem  or  the  umpirage  of  PennvytvaBia, 
but  leave  it  to  those  to  whom  snch  observaticot 
might  have  been  addreend  to  draw  their  tnfw 
conclusions.    He  was  sorry  that  it  almost  alwayv 

imteoed,  whenever  any  questlDn  of  general  policy 
•ad  advantage  to  the  Union  was  before  the  Houe^ 
when  gentlemen  found  themselves  at  a  loss  for 

Gneru  arguments,  thej  commontv  resorted   to 
ill  views ;  and  at  all  times,  as  well  as  the  nre- 
t,  when  there  was  most  occasion  for  membeia 
Kt  with  the  utmost  coolness,  when  their  judg- 
nts  ought  to  be  the  least  biassed — it  was  to  Se 
regretted  that  at  those  times  they  suffered  their 
feelings,  lossions,  and  prejudices,  to  govern  their 
ion.    Thus  it  is,  that  the  most  important  poinb 
embarrassed,  the  Nordiem  and  Southern  in- 
ets  are   held    up,  every  local  circnmitance 
les  into  view,  and  every  idea  of  Uberality  and 
candor  is  banished. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York.  (Mr.  Lan- 
RANCE,)  vrbea  he  introduced  this  sunject  at  the 
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aammencemmit  of  tke  preseat  seastdD,  <hd  it  on 
th«  most  eenenxu  ptwi,  kihI  disavowed  evary 
^principle  of  cmkulfttioB  so  mneh,  tkat  he  then  de- 
elared  he  lAd  not  so  much  as  made  a  aingle  cal- 
eulatieD  of  the  different  fractiooi  which  have  siuce 
been  introduced  into  the  debate— his  only  ab}ect 
ma  to  fix  a  ruk  on  general  principles,  agreeably 
lo  the  Constitution  >ad  to  the  preserraiioD  of  the 
lights  of  the  peopje ;  and  thii  idea  was  apptored 
bf  two  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey,  who 
Mire  since  altered  their  opinions,  allhonga  they 
then  had  no  objeotioDs  but  at  to  the  expense;  the 
idea  of  fractioae  was  not  then  contended  for,  but 
iiai  since  become  the  rery  essence  of  the  Opposi- 
tion ;  and  w«  are  called  on  to  violate  the  Consti- 
tationby  adoptingameasuret  hat  will  give  Repre- 
•MtatiTea  for  tbwe  separate  and  disiincl  fractions 
in  the  respective  States;  and  afterwards  are  told, 
it  is  not  to  the  ftyctionaJ:  numbers  in  the  States 
that  they  refer,  tot  to  the  Hggregaie  of  the  frac- 
tions in  the  United  States.  If  this  reascHune  is 
good,  why  do  the  geMlemen  stop  at  tins  boun<&ry 


district,  without  any  division,  in  order  to  prevent 
tkt  inequality  tbey  ecoiceire  to  exist  in  respect  to 
individual  States  i 

He  would  not  encroach  upon  the  time  of  the 
House  by  protracling  the  debate,  which  had  al- 
ready swdled  to  an  immoderate  extent.  Upcm 
the  whole,  he  said  that  this  was  a  greet  question, 
wherein  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  people, 
aw)  ■  strict  eye  kept  towards  the  public  (food,  di- 
vested of  prejudice ;  but  he  had  heard  with  pain 
bow  much  had  been  said  to  divert  the  House,  by 
ao  attention  to  fractious,  from  the  true  object  oi 
general  welfare ;  yet  he  hoped  that  the  Qovem- 
ment  wonld  be  equally  administned — that  none 
of  those  predictions  or  threats  thrown  out  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  that  no  mutilation  of  the 
Union,  would  take  place ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  harmony  would  guide  the  decision  of  this 
question  free  frcun  every  local  consideration. 

Hr.  HiLLBotJSB. — It  has  crften  been  said  this  Go- 
viemment  is  a  Government  of  confidence — and, 
takiBg  this  for  granted,  can  it  ever  be  supposed 
Ibat  a  plan  of  representation,  which  is  unequal 
and  ttnjnst,  can  eieiie  this  confidence  1  This  ratio 
of  thirty  thousand  throws  an  additional  weight  of 
seven  Beoresentatives  into  the  scale  of  the  large 
Btales.  6  this  principle  can  be  estaUished  on  this 
oceatrion,  it  may  be  also  extended  to  taxation. 
NoTtkem  and  Southern  interests  have  been  men- 
tioned.  He  ires  sorry  the  idea  had  ever  been  eu^ 
gested^  bnt  as  it  had,  there  was  no  impropriety  in 
adveiting  to  it.  Let  a  Hue,  then,  be  drawn  at  any 
givMi  place,  and  a  ratio  established  which  will  do 
ci^uaJi  justice  to  the  members  on  both  sides  of  that 
line.  Arepnsentationthatwilldeviatefromsuch 
a  principle,  it  cannot  be  expected  will  give  satis- 
feetion,  or  be  cheerfkilly  submitted  to  by  the  peo- 
ple. The  ratio  of  thirty-three  thousand — figures 
will  show  it — will  give  a  more  equal  representa- 
tion than  that  of  thirty  thousand;  and  there  has 
not,  and,  in  his  opinion,  could  not  be  any  good  rea- 
MHt  assigned,  wiy  it  should  not  be  adopted. 
Sd  Con.— 10 


he  was  plei 
of  appealing 


tlemCDwicre  desirous        ,,         ^ 

&ir  arvoBteni,  m  determining  important  que»- 
tions.    In  the  present  esse,  be  thought  there  was 


It  bad  been  said  by  gentlemen,  that  the  ratio,  when 
adopted,  most  be  applied  to  the  number  of  citizens 
in  the  individual  States,  and  that  no  regard  was 
to  be  paid  to  the  factions  occasioned  thereby,  be- 
cause not  regarded  by  the  Ckmstitution.  This,  he 
thooght,  was  b)[  no  means  conclusive.  The  House 
of  Represeniaaves  was  to  consist  of  members  cho- 
sen every  second  year,  by  the  people  of  the  seve- 
ral States;  these  members  not  to  exceed  the  pro- 
portirai  of  one  to  thirty  thousand.  Ilappeared  to 
him.  thai  the  whole  number  o(  Representatives,  to 
be  chosen  by  the  whole  people  of  the  Union,  vras  the 
subject  contemplated  by  the  Coastitntion,  as  con- 
stitDting  this  branch  of  the  Lejgislatuie;  while,  by 
another  part  td"  the  Constitution,  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  apportion  them,  when  so  as- 
certained, among  the  several  States,  in  proportim 
to  their  respective  numbeis.  As  an  instance,  sup- 
pose, for  argument's  sake,  the  aggregate  nomber 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  be  exactly 
three  millions;  by  applying  the  ratio  of  thirty 
thousand,  the  constitutional  number  of  the  House 
would  be  found  (we  hundred:  Congress  should 
then  proceed  to  apportion  (for  he  conld  apply  no 
other  meaning  to  [he  word)  the  one  hundred  mem- 
bersamongthe  States,  as  their  respective  numbers 
bore  a  proportbn  to  the  whole  number  of  three 
millions.  Thus,  the  Representatives  tKoti  every 
State  would  bear  an  exact  proportion  to  each  other, 
according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
State;  and  the  whole  representation  would  stand 
on  principles  of  per^t  equality.  An  equal  repre- 
sentation appears  to  have  been  the  desirable  object 
of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution — it  is  the  very 
spirit  of  our  Government.  He  insisted  that  this 
was  the  only  mode  of  applying  the  ratio,  and  mak- 
ing the  apportionment,  that  would  hold  good  at 
alTtimes,  and  under  all  circumstances.  It  cannot 
be  said,  with  propriety,  that  the  Constitution  does 
not  proceed  on  principles  of  perfect  equality  in 
this  House,  yet  it  the  ratio  be  applied  to  the  num- 
bers in  the  mdividual  States,  it  will  always  pro- 
duce (as  has  been  fully  shown  by  several  gentle- 
men) very  great  inequality,  by  large  fractions 
being  unavoidable:  inoneStatewenowfindoneof 
upwards  of  twentv-nine  thousand.  He  acknow- 
ledged the  amendment  did  not  proceed  on  this 
principle  any  mote  than  the  bill,  for  w^tich  reason 
he  fully  approved  of  neither,  but  as  the  ratio  (£ 
thirty-three  thousand  in  the  amendment  produced 
a  much  greater  equality,  and  csme  in  effect  nearer 
to  his  principle,  (by  reducing  the  ftaetions  made 
by  the  t)ill  nearly  two-thirds,)  he  should  prefer  i^ 
as  he  must  vote  for  the  one  or  the  other, 

It  had  been  said  that  they  were  making  dis- 
tinctions between  the  North  and  the  South — be- 
tween the  large  and  small  States.  He  observed, 
in  answer,  that  if  ^«itlemen  would  introduce  prin- 
ciples of  ineq^uabty,  that  bore  unconstitutionally 
hud  on  individu^  StMe^  ihey  mghr  not  to  take 
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it  amiiB  thftt  the  nifEeiin^  Stales  would  complain 
of  llie  injustice.  The  inmted  must  oomplaiiL  and 
the  fault,  if  any,  lies  witn  the  first  frameis  of  thf 
principle. 

If  gentlemen  wished  for  equality,  let  them  ad- 
here to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution.  Apply 
the  ratio  to  the  whole  number  of  citizeiiE,  by 
which  you  find  the  number  of  RepreBentative*  to 
constitute  this  House;  and  then  apportion  those 
BepreEentatives  amoo^  the  individual  States,  ac- 
cording to  their  iespecti7e  numbers. 

When  gentlemen  advert  to  the  Senate,  and  say 
that  the  equal  representation  of  the  small  States 
there,  should  be  taken  into  the  account,  they  do 
not  consider  the  relative  situation  of  the  States,  as 
represented  in  thai  House.  There,  the  soverei^ty 
ofeach  State  is  represented,  and  not  the  individual 
citizen.  Sovereignty  is  perfectly  equal  in  every 
Stale ;  as  sovereigns^  there  ate  none  great  or  small ; 
and  if  his  information  had  been  right,  it  was  on 
thai  principle  thai  the  Senate  was  originally  con- 
■tituied — but  that  House  was  a  representative  of 
every  individual  citizen.  On  the  whole,  he  wasof 
opinion,  that,  by  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  they  would  secure  the  great  principle  of 
equality  better  than  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  BoDDinoT  thought  the  construction  he  had 
given  the  Constitution  was -a  true  one.    It  sup' 

g)rted  the  spirit  of  the  Confederation  between  the 
tales,  whicn  was  on  the  footing  of  perfect  equal- 
ity in  proportion  to  numbers;  it  coincided  with 
the  spirit  of  our  Government,  which  was  equality 
and  although  by  it  the  number  of  members  consti' 
tniing  the  House  was  first  ascertained  from  the 
whole  people  ag^egateJy  considered,  without  re- 
spect 10  the  division  of  States  in  their  political 
capacity,  yet  by  the  after  apportionment  among 
the  respective  States  in  that  capacity,  the  wisdom 
of  the  Constitution  appeared  in  thus  providing  a 
Cknera]  Government  for  general  purposes,  and^at 
the  same  lime  making  each  individi^  State  (as 
a  State)  esseDtial  to  the  existence  of  that  Govern- 
ment, tnereby  preventing,  in  the  most  effectual 
manner,  an  unnecesBary  entire  consolidation  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  originally  objected  to  the 
bill,  on  accDUDt  of  a  too  numerous  and  expensive 
ic^resoilation,  as  well  as  of  an  uneijual  one,  but 
chiefly  relied  on  the  last  as  tuconstitutional,  and 
therefore  should  still  jwefer  a  concurrence  with 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Qerbt  observed,  thai  it  had  been  feshiona- 
ble  to  spe^  of  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  aa  a 
Federal  number.  He  did  not  know  what  name  to 
give  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  unless  it 
were  called  the  fractional  number.  He  then  took 
notiee  of  an  argument  which  had  been  used  to 
create  suspicion  that  there  was  danger  to  be  ai^re- 
hended  ftom  a  combination  of  the  larger  States; 
but  this  would  appear  a  weak  argument,  when  it 
was  considered  tnat  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  smaller  States  are  equal  in  the  Senate  to  those 
of  the  greater  States.  The  thing  is  impossible, 
and  if  attempted  it  could  not  succeed. 

He  wished  to  know  whether  it  was  the  opinion 
«f  gentlemen,  thnt  there  nw  lew  judgment  and 


less  firmness  in  the  House  of  Reprei 
in  the  Senatel  He  hoped  an  equipoise  would  be 
preserved  in  the  two  branches,  and  that  the  ba- 
lance would  not  be  desboyed  by  constantly  nving 
up  the  judgment  of  the  House  to  every  whim  ^ 
the  Senate.  If  a  latitude  be  now  admitted,  that 
we  may  increase  the  ratio,  before  the  expiration 
of  the  first  ten  years,  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of 
the  Senate's  amendment  may  insist  on  a  ratio  at 
fifty  or  sixty  thousand;  but  this  is  ground  they 
know  they  cannot  yet  touch  upon;  and  the  same 
reason  that  should  prevent  us  from  adopting  this 
extreme,  operates  against  the  amendment.  The 
whole  expense  of  Congress,  from  adopting  the  ratio 
in  the  biQ,  will  not  amount  to  two  cents  upon  «wh 
citizen  of  the  United  States  annually,Bud  as  popo- 
lation  increases  it  will  be  lessened.  Surely  the 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  amendment  cannot 
object  to  this  irtflinf  expense.^  They  speak  of  a 
liljeral  policy;  I  wiui  they  would  show  us  an  ex- 
ample, by  agreeing  to  the  bill  with  a  better  grace 
than  tney  seem  to  have  exhibited  hitherto. 

Mr.  Mdbbat. — The  subject  has  gtme  through  a 
very  ample  discussiou.  When  the  qnestion  of 
representation  first  came  on,  the  theory  of  the 
Qovemmeul  was  ably  resorted  to  by  tfao!«  who 
a  large  representation.  Sir,  I  most  heartily 
agreed  in  uie  principle  on  which,  by  a  la:^  ma- 
jority, this  House  made  thirty  thousand  the  ratio. 
As  I  stiil  am  of  that  ofonion,  1  shall  be  indulged 
by  this  House  while  I  sive  my  reasons  for  adher- 
ing with  a  GntLness  which  may  be  deemed  by 
some  tenaciousnesG,  to  a  rejection  of  the  amencl- 
ment  of  the  Senate. 

I  voted  for  thirty  ihouttnd,  because  I  saw  in 
that  ratio  the  consututionnl  wishes  and  expecta- 
tions of  the  peofde.  1  deemed  the  largest  passible 
ratio  allowed  by  the  Constitutim  to  be  the  source 
of  National  Government,  and  its  best  security.. 
Nothing,  sir,  which  I  hare  yet  heard  has  con- 
vinced me  to  the  contrary.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
recapitulate  whatever  has  t>een  said  on  this  point. 
I  must  remark,  however,  that  during  the  discu*- 
sion,  the  members  of  this  House  who  suggested 
that  principle  appeared  to  me  to  be  convmced. 
They  seemed  to  oe  masters  of  their  own  opin- 
ions, and  to  agree  in  this  idea,  without  advert- 
ing to  the  doctrine  of  fractions,  that  the  sole  qoea- 
tion  was  a  point  of  theory  rather  than  a  measure 
of  eipedioice;  and  they  decided,  by  a  very  large 
majority,  that  in  this  House,  immediately  wum 
from  the  very  bosom  of  the  people,  the  ratio  of 
thirty  thousand  was  theoretically  correct  and 
practically  useful.  The  bill  was  sent  up  to  the 
Senate,  who  returned  it  with  an  amendment  of 
thirty-three  thousand  as  the  ratio.  Ivotedagauut 
that  amendment,  because  it  was  on  attack  upcm 
the  principle  of  an  enlarged  representation;  and 
because  the  idea  of  fractional  representation  aimed 
at  by  the  amendment,  was  but  a  conunutaticn  of 
the  evil  of  fractions  from  one  State  to  another, 
from  the  Eastern  on  the  Southern ;  and  cootainea 
surrender  of  the  principle  without  an  attainment 
of  convenience. 

8ir.it  has  been,  in  the  course  of  debate,  foretold, 
that  tnat  honorable  body  would  be  adverse  to  an 
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enlttiged  representatioD  here.  WltateTet  has  been 
angnred,  has  been  rerified  bf  experience;  nor  can 
KDT  man  be  al  a  loss  to  see  that  the  temper  against 
large  representation,  though  not  openly  avowed — 
for  that  would  have  been  impolitic — has  been  co- 
TertJy  and  KUccessfully  exerted  under  the  sem- 
blance of  equality  of  representation,  by  this  doc- 
trine  of  fractions.  It  was  sent  down  into  this 
Honse  in  the  form  of  jealoasy  and  snsptcion,  and 
it  has  produced  its  effects.  It  nas  roused  the  latent 
and  local  interests  from  their  plana,  and  we  hare 
had  debates  entirely  mustnirted  on  the  tenets  of 
Northern  and  Southern  interests  and  influence. 

A  proposition  was  made  by  a  member  from  New 
TOrk,  (Mr.  Benbon,)  and  reiterated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware.  The  object  of  this  propo- 
sition was  to  sum  up  the  fractions,  and  fVom  the 
aggri^te  take  seven  members.  Sir,  if  Iwa^  sur- 
prised^ 1  confess  1  was  delighted  to-see  men  who 
a  few  days  before  had  opposed  in  theory~the  idea 
of  a  targe  representation,  come  down  with  mode- 
ration, and  suggest  this  great  principle  even  in  a 
bad  form.  I  imagined  they  were  converted.  I 
Toted  against  this  proposition,  because  I  thought 
it,  first,  unconstitutional  inasmuch  as  it  could  have 
been  contemplated  but  in  the  consolidation  of 
States;  and  because  I  thought  it  contained  a  sole- 
ciam  in  politics.  1  deemeait  unconstitational,  as 
the  ConstitutioD  calls  for  a  representation  of  the 
people  of  the  remecHve  States  in  a  ratio  of  thirty 
thoa^and;  and  ti  this  had  obtained,  it  was  to  be 
done  by  collecting  the  fragments  of  constituents 
from  States  widely  separate,  and  giving  a  repre- 
sentation of  their  fractions  thus  mvid^  to  that 
State  which  had  the  largest  fraction.  Thus,  sir, 
the  two  from  Delaware  would  be  chosen  by  less 
than  the  Constitution  contemplates,'as  there  are 
not  sixty  thousand^  and  it  is  in  vain  to  say  that  the 
member  chosen  by  twenty-five  thousand  is  elected 
by  the  addition  of  five  thousand  in  any  other  State, 
in  order  to  complete  his  proper  number  of  con- 
stituents, for  they  do  not  ti^  him;  and  if  it  be  said 
that  he  nevertheless  does  represent  them  as  his 
constituents,  it  can  only  be  by  the  idea  of  a  cou' 
solidation  having  pre-existed,  which  no  man  has 
yet  openly  averred  to  be  the  aoctrine  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  very  first  end  most  intelligible  princi- 
rde  of  representation  in  Government  is,  that  the 
Representative  is  responsible  to  his  constituents; 
bat,  sir,  this,  though  an  abstract  truth,  must  be 
ihown  to  the  people,  not  in  a  fiction,  but  in  a  solid 
and  practical  mode,  congenial  with  their  habits, 
and  palpable  to  their  understandings.  In  the  adop- 
tion of  this  extraordinary  proposition,  the  idea  of 
virtmd  representation  is  the  only  one  which  at  all 
^«tecta  it.  No  man,  however,  who  knows  the 
country,  will  tamper  and  trifle  with  so  solid  a  part 
of  Qovemment  as  that  of  actual  representation 
and  actual  responsibility.  I  never,  sir,  could  con- 
sent to  eonUnute  a  known  and  practical  measure 
<if  good,  for  a  flimsy  speculation,  which  could  only 
have  been  invented  to  serve  particular  views,  and 
vras  never  thought  of  till  it  was  discovered  in 
what  manner  the  fractions  would  affect  particular 
States. 

For  thwe  reasons,  sir,  1  voted  agaiost  that  pro- 


position. 1  shall  n 
ment  of  the  Senate,  because  I 
partial  one,  for  the  inconvenience  of  fractions; 
and  even  tnis  is  to  be  obtained  at  the  expense  of 
principle.  Though  this  amendment  mny  gratify 
some  States,  as  New  Jersey,  that  may  have  large 
fractions,  it  urowaofi*  the  evil  from  them  on  other 
States.  The  fraction  of  Massachusetts  may  be 
smaller,  but  the  State  of  Maryland  loses  a  mem- 
ber.andwill  have  a  large  fraction.  Sir,lcanfiitd 
nothing  in  this  amendment  but  the  design  to  ac- 
complish what  1  humbly  conceive  an  unwhole- 
some end  by  improper  means,  and  shall  therefore 
vote  against  the  jn-oposed  amendmenL 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  said,  from  the  various  observaticms 
which  had  been  made  on  the  subject,  it  had  be- 
come necessary  that  a  vote  should  be  given  with 
due  deliberation — such  a  vote  as  constitutional 
justice  shall  require — on  the  ground  of  constitO' 
tional  justice;  ror  as  to  general  justice,  it  is  en- 
tirely out  of  the  question;  and,  mdeed,  general 
justice  could  not  be  done,  on  the  principles  of  any 
Qovemment  under  heaven.  He  adverted  to  the 
particular  situation  of  the  respective  States,  and 
said  that  this  general  justice  was  not  attainable  in 
any  one  of  them.  We  are  not  to  be  moved  by 
any  threats;  we  act  on  principle,  and  we  will  in- 
trench onrselves  in  principle;  and  this  principle 
of  constituticmal  equality  is  all  that  we  can  pre- 
tend to.  But  it  is  objected  that  the  ratio  will 
produce  fractions,  and  to  eet  rid  of  this  difficulty 
of  fractions,  we  are  to  reduce  the  representetion 
of  the  people,  from  the  constitutional  number  of 
one  to  every  thirty  thousand;  that  is,  we  are  to 
strike  off  one-sixteenth  part  of  the  wnole  repre- 
sentation of  the  Union.  He  urged  that  the  repre- 
sentation on  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  would 
not  be  too  great.  He  instanced  the  representation 
of  Geneva  and  other  foreign  States.  If  there 
should  arise  any  inconvenience  from  the  present 
ratio  of  thirty  thousand,  Government  were  not 
obliged  to  wait  for  the  expiraticm  of  ten  years  to 
remedy  the  defect;  it  was  always  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  order  another  census  to  be  taken  at 
any  time.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  not  consid- 
ered fractions  as  an  obstacle  to  the  bill;  on  the 
contrary,  he  was  rejoiced  that  the  population  <^ 
the  country  increased  so  rajHdly  as  to  make  those 
fractions  always  quickly  increase  to  a  whole  nuto- 
ber.  To  conclude,  he  was  for  goins  on  general 
pinciples,  which  would  certainly  renect  the  most 
nonot  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  he  had  hitherto  voted  uni- 
formly in  favor  of  a  smaller  rejtresentatioD  t^ 
that  which  was  contemplated  m  the  bill,  and  in 
doing  so  he  had  acted  from  principle,  without  any 
reference  to  the  doctrine  of  fractions.  As  the 
enumeration  of  his  State  was  not  yet  known,  it 
must  be  evident  to  every  gentleman  in  the  Honae 
that  this  was  the  case ;  but  be  now  saw  the  neoea. 
sity  of  changing  his  vote,  since  the  bill  had  been 
returned  from  the  Senate,  where  it  seemed  there 
was  a  disposilion  to  modify  every  bill  and  every 
proceeding  of  this  House  just  as  they  pleased.  He 
thon^t  it  would  have  a  very  awkward  appear- 
ance to  the  work),  if  the  House  shoidd  give  way 
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pi«SMit  instance, 
equally  divided,  and  the  question  was  decided  by 
the  vote  of  a  single  member  of  that  body — the 
Vice  President.  For  these  reasons,  and  the  local- 
ity and  fractions  that  had  been  introduced  into 
the  debate,  be  would  vote  for  an  adherence  to  the 
former  decision  of  the  House,  in  order  to  support 
that  balance  which  should  be  preserved  between 
the  two  branches  of  iba  Legislature. 

Mr.  Benson  said,  that  if  this  business  is  in  fu- 
ture to  be  made  a  lottery,  let  us  at  once  declare  it ; 
for  if  principle  is  entirely  out  of  the  auestion,  it 
remains  that  we  should  declare  eqilicitly  the 
Uuth. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  understand  on  what  principle  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  and  his  colleague  were 
to  give  their  votes,  (contrary  to  their  former  ei- 
pre^ed  opinion,  excepting  that  they  had  disco- 
vered that  the  Senate  concurred  with  them;  which 
would  not,  he  hoped,  be  generally  considered  as  a 

food  ground  for  changing,  as  it  seemed  to  be  em- 
racing  contradiction  for  the  purpose  of  contra- 
diction]) unless,  as  the  gentleman  had  declared, 
that  at  the  time  he  formed  his  opinion  he  did  it  on 
priikcipie,  by  the  abandoament  of  which  he  could 
acquire  an  undue  weight  to  the  district  of  country 
from  which  he  came,  by  departing  from  a  just 
equality  in  representation. 

Qenttemen  had  seemed  to  wish  to  obscure  the 
merits  of  the  present  controversy,  by  considering 
it  as  a  contest  between  the  larger  and  smaller 
States,  and  by  supposing  that  the  latter  would  be 
compensated  for  tneir  loss  of  weight  and  influence 
in  this  House,  which  would  result  from  an  unequal 
apportionment  of  the  representation,  by  the  undue 
influence  which  they  possessed  in  the  Senate.  He 
himself  came  from  a  very  lai^  and  important 
State.  Justice,  however,  obliged  him  to  declare 
that  this  mode  of  conducting  the  argument,  only 
tended  to  divert  the  judgment  from  the  true  merits 
of  the  question.  What  had  the  distribution  of  the 
powers  of  the  Government — which,  by  the  Con- 
stitution, was  adjusted  to  the  interests  and  sove- 
reignty of  the  States — to  do  with  the  apportion- 
ment of  representation,  as  it  respected  either  its 
Bumbers  or  the  various  interests  which  were  fo  be 
secured  by  etjuoliEy  of  influence'?  Wasit  possible 
that  any  mind  should  be  so  weak  aa  to  discover 
that  the  constitutional  organization  of  the  Senate 
was  not  wholly  irrelative  to  those  conaiderations 
which  should  mflueuce  in  the  decision  of  the  pre- 
sent question  1 

In  contemplating  the  subject  before  the  House, 
he  observed,  that  a  vast  variety  of  circumstances 
were  entitled  to  deliberate  consideration.    Among 


n  determining  which,  tbt 
jects  of  the  Government  we  were  admin  is  leriug. 
Its  machinery,  the  distribution  of  its  parts,  the 
oonsiruction  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  many  other  objects,  were  to  be  consid- 
ered; that  we  had  not,  on  any  of  these  subjects, 
the  aid  of  experience,  and  that  the  Government 


itselfwasanovelexperiment.  He naed not, there- 
fore, add  that  there  were  no  data  from  which  any 
certain  conclusion  could  be  drawn.  All  was  un- 
certainty and  conjecture.  Was  an  amiortionittent 
of  a  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  eligible?  As  an  ab> 
stract  proposition,  he  was  disposed  to  give  it  a 
preference,  to  any  otberj  but  if  he  was  asked 
wherefore,  he  could  only  answer,  that  it  was  rather 
an  inclination  of  sentiment,  than  the  result  of  n.- 
tional  reflection.  He  would  not,  therefore — be- 
cause justice  would  not  permit  it — sacrifice  to  the 
efiectof  conjecture,  which  might  be  only  the  result 
of  whim,  the  important  and  indispensable  duty  he 
owed  to  respect  the  claims  of  States  to  equality. 

If  an  apportionment  was  made  by  a  ratio  vl 
thirty  thousand,  the  members  would  be  sevea 
more  than  if  the  aniendment  of  the  Senate  were 
adopted.  Whichever  proposition  was  agreed  to, 
would  any  one  veiUure  to  affirm  that  the  Liberties 
of  the  people  would  be  more  or  less  secure,  the 
House  aggregately  more  or  less  wise,  or  the  due 
balance  between  the  two  Houses  better  or  worse 
adjusted?  Considering  thus  the  sut^ect,  does  nol 
the  earnestness  with  which  gentlemen  contend 
for  the  proposition  of  the  House,  appear  perfectly 
unaccountable  1  But  in  the  progress  of  Uiis  busi- 
ness, it  ia  discovered  that  an  application  of  the 
principle  of  the  House  gives  a  balance  of  weight 
and  influence  to  one  part  of  the  United  States, 
to  which  it  is  Dot  entitled  by  the  equal  a^iorUoit- 
ment  contemfdated  by  the  Constitution.  Thi^  it 
is  agreed  by  all,  is  demonstrated  by  figures.  Nor 
can  It  be  denied  that  equality  is  among  the  moat 
essential  principles  of  representation,  and  expressly 
provided  for  by  the  Constitution,  as  far  as  would 
consist  with  the  state  of  our  society,  havine  a  due 
regard  to  our  particular  circumstances.  Yet,  aU 
important  as  this  oonsideratioa  is,  it  is  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, with  all  the  interests  involved  in  it,  to  a 
fanciful  idea  of  theory — theory  unsanctitmed  by 

For  his  owu  part,  be  believed  that  wise  policy 
would  be  found  perfectly  to  coincide  with,  and 
reconcile  the  various  interests  of  thi«  extensive 
country.  It  could  not,  however,  have  esc^>ed  the 
observation  of  every  gentleman,  that  there  existed 
an  opinion  of  an  opposition  of  interests  between 
the  Northern  and  Southern  States.  The  influence 
of  this  opinion  had  been  felt  b  the  discussion  of 
every  important  question  which  had  come  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Legislature.  The  ex- 
treme anxiety  of  gentlemen  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, would  render  all  other  evidence  superfluous 
on  this  subject.  Such  a  belief,  he  said,  nowever 
ill-founded,  would,  as  lo&g  as  It  continued,  have 
the  same  effect  as  if  it  existed  in  lact.  Feeling 
the  weight  of  this  ohservaiiun,  and  the  influence 
it  ought  to  have  to  give  to  every  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  nearly  as  might  he,  a  due  proportioa 
of  constitutional  weight  in  the  public  couacils,ha 
was  incapable  of  reconciling  the  conduct  of  mem- 
bers who  were  disposed  to  sacrifice  the  most  im- 
portant interests  of  their  immediate  constituent^ 
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their  neighbors,  were  disposed  tiliodly  lo  surrender 
all  the  important  interests  of  their  immediale  con- 
stituents to  the  arbitration  of  those,  the  whole 
course  of  whose  conduct  had  demoDstiated  that 
diey  thought  those  interests  adrerse  to  their  own. 

He  concluded,  by  warning  those  who  bad  hith- 
erto composed  a  majority  on  this  subject,  to  reflect 
on  the  danger  that  would  result  from  a  pertinacious 
adherence  to  a  measure  so  productive  of  the 
sources  of  jealousy;  and  he  called  on  their  gene- 
rosity, magnanimilyj  and  justice,  to  respect  the 
claims  of  tne  minority  to  an  equal  weight  in  the 
GoTernment,  on  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Mr.  G£RR7  made  some  reply  to  his  colleague, 
Mt.  Sedowick,  respecting  locality  of  interests,  and 
declared  that  he  never  would  agree  to  a  reduction 
of  (he  people's  representation. 

Mr.  Laurance  said,  he  had  always  advocated  a 
large  represeutalioiu  without  any  reference  to  the 
part  of  the  Union  from  which  the  members  are 
to  come.  Thirty  thousand  will  give  the  largest 
number  that  we  can  get;  he  could  have  wished  it 
had  been  been  larger,  out  as  it  could  not,  he  should 
rote  ag^st  thirly-tnree  thousand,  which  would 
dimini^  the  number;  and  this  was  the  principle 
he  acted  upon.  If  an  eiiuatity  is  the  object,  is 
there  not  a  number  which  will  produce  a  still 

Fater  equality  than  that  proposed  oy  die  Senate? 
there  is,  there  is  no  principle  in  the  ratio  of 
thirtv-three  thousand,  for  it  ought  lo  be  carried  to 
the  lull  extent  to  make  it  perfectly  equal.  He 
was  sorry  that  the  discussion  of  the  question  had 
excited  those  disagreeable  reflections  which  had 
been  made,  and  that  the  discussion  of  general 
principles  was  dwindled  into  a  debate  on  fractio 
and  on  the  interests  of  the  Northern  and  Southi. 
parts  of  the  Union.  He  was  persuaded  this  would 
not  be  the  proper  mode  of  obtaining  the  end, 
iriiich  ought  to  be  in  view,  but  would  only  tend 
to  disturb  the  tranquility  and  harmony  that  ought 
to  exist  in  investigating  and  determining  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  KiTTBRA  having  at  first  Toted  for  thirty 


thousand,  he  tbousht  it  proper  to  offer  a  few 
Eons  for  altering  nis  opmion.  He  had  totei 
thirty  thousand  i)ecause  it  would  give  the  largest 


representation,  but  finding  its  unjust  and  unequal 
operation,  in  respect  to  a  majority  of  the  Stales, 
he  had  determined  to  vote  for  the  ratio  of  thirty- 
three  thousand.  He  then  noticed  the  remark  of 
Mr.  FiNDLET,  that  the  injustice  may  be  corrected 
by  an  enumeration  at  an  earlier  period  than  that 

Soposed  in  the  Constitution ;  he  observed,  that 
is  was  in  effect  saying,  let  os  do  injustice,  and 
wait  a  number  of  years,  and  then  justice  shall  be 
done.  Whynot  do  justice  noW(asfar  as  is  incur 
power?  Mr.  Lafhance  had  said,  why  not  adopt 
a  ratio  that  would  leave  less  fractions  than  thirty- 
thtee  thousand?  He  said,  this  was  in  efiect  say- 
ing, that  becanse  we  could  not  do  complete  jus- 
tice, we  would  not  do  it  lo  any  degree  whatever. 
^Rie  superior  degree  of  equality  which  would  re- 
mit from  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  had  been 
go  fblly  demonstrated,  that  he  should  now  vote  to 
recede  from  the  disagreement  of  the  House  to  it. 


The  question  being  now  put,  that  the  House  do 
recede  Irom  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amend- 

ent,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  27,  nays  33^ 

follows: 

Yaii. — Howr*.  Fidier  Amii,  Bibeil  Benwin,  Gliat 
Bandinot,  aheariulinb  Bonnie,  Benj.  Bauma,  Abnhm 
Claik,  Jooalban  Dajton,  Thomw  Fitirimnni,  Nicke> 
lu  OthaiUi,  BeqjuniD  Goodhna,  Jaaiwi  G«nkni,  An* 
drew  Gregg,  Thomas  Hutl^,  Jamei  HiUbmue,  I«ad 
Jacoba,  John  W.  Bjttont,  Aman  Lcamad,  Samnd  Lt*- 
Brmora,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  Tbaodore  Sedgvick,  Jeismiah 
Smith,  Inael  Smith,  Janathui  Stnrgo,  Patu  Sjhwier, 
Oeorge  Thatchoi,  Jaiamiah  Wadiworth,  aod  Aitoaaf 
Ward. 

Nub. — Mmo*.  John  Baptist  Ashs,  Abraham  Bidd- 
win,  Robert  Barnwell,  John  Brown,  William  Findlej, 
Elbridge  Oeiry,  William  B.  Gilea,  Samuel  Qiiffin,  Wil- 


•on,  Andrew  Moore,  Fnrderick  Auguitas  Muhlenberg, 
William  Vang  Morraj,  John  Page,  Joaiafa  Paifcer,  Cor- 
Deliua  C  SchoDnnaher,  Jodnia  Sciuy,  William  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Samuel  SterretuThoiDaa  Sumpter,  Thomas 
TredwalJ,  Tbomai  Tudor  Twiar,  Abnham  Venable, 
Authonv  Wayne,  Aletundn  Whita,  Hugh  WilliaB^ 

0,  bdJ  Fnuda  Willi*. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  being 
pnt,  that  the  Mouse  do  edhetE  to  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  said  amendment,  it  was  resolved  is 
the  affirmative — yeas  32,  nays  27,  as  follows: 

\ttt — HeHia.  John  Baptiit  Aihe,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, Robert  Barnwell,  John  Brown,  William  Findlej, 
Klbridge  Genj,  William  B.  Gilee,  Samuel  Griffin,  Wil- 


,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  AugUEtua  Muhlenberg, 
William  Vane  Murray,  John  Pa^,  Joeiah  Parker,  Corr 
netin*  O.  Safaoonmaker,  Joahua  Sen^r,  WilHarn  Smith, 
SaUHiel  SterreR,  Tbomaa  Burapter,  liomai  Tredwdl, 
Thotnaa  Tador  Tucker,  Abr^aiii  Venable,  Andionj 
Wajna,  Alei'r  White,  Hugh  Willianwan,  and  Frtnda 
Willii. 

NAiB^-Meaai*.  Fiaber  Amaa,  Bgbert  Beano,  EHai 
Beudinot,  Bbeaijarfiab  Bourae,  Beqj.  Baarae,  Abiahaa 
Clark,  Jonathan  DajtoB,  Thoniai  FitHmona,  NidiD- 
laa  Oilman,  Benjamin  GooAne,  JaaweOoidiia,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Tbomw  Hartley,  Jame*  Hillhonas,  Iirec)  Jaoob^ 
John  W.  Kittera,  Amaaa  Leunad,  Samoel  Livermon, 
Nathaniel  Nilee,  Theodore  Be^:wick,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israel  Sniith,  Jonathan  Sturgee,  Peter  SylveMer,  Georga 
Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  aod  Artemaa  Ward. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  thii  Honae  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Beaote  inibrmed  the  Honae 
that  they  ^ve  paased  the  bill,  estitled  "An  act 
makinf  appropriations  for  the  suiq»ert  of  Gorem- 
ment  Tor  the  year  1792,"  with  several  amend- 
menta;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Tdesdat,  December  SO. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  copy  of  aLetterwhieh 
he  had  received  from  the  Gkivernor  of  the  Com* 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  anndry  docu- 
ments which  accompanied  it,  relative  lo  a  con- 
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tract  for  the  purchase  of  a  certain  tract  of  hind 
bounding  on  Lake  Erie,  together  with  a  copy  of  a 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  same 
subject. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  papers  accompajiyiiig  it,  oraer^  to  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Benson,  and  Mr.  Sedgwick, 
with  instruction  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or 
bills  to  make  provision  for  carryiag  into  effect  the 
contract  therein  specified. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
"  Ad  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Qoremmeni  for  tne  rear  1792,"  and  the  same 
being  read  were  agreea  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Seoate  do  adhere  to  their  amendment  to 
a  disagreement  to  which  this  House  has  adhered, 
to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  Apportioning  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  People  of  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  First  Enumeration." 
POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  establish- 
ing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  moved  an  amendment,  to 
withdraw  the  privilege  of  ftanking  from  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  it  was  said,  that  the 
grand  security  which  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates  have  in  their  Representatives  is,  that  those 
Representatives  are  suDject  to  the  same  regula- 
tions as  their  constituents.  In  the  article  of  post- 
age, this  was  not  the  case.  Congress,  in  this  case, 
assume  to  themselves  a  privilege,  which  they  re- 
fuse to  the  people;  they  took  money  from  their 
constituents,  and  paid  none  themselves.  The  peo- 
ple viewed  this  privilege  with  a  jealous  eye,  and 
could  not  be  pleased  to  see  it  enjoyed  by  Congress, 
whilst  neither  the  members  of  the  State  Assem- 
blies,  nor  even  the  Governors  were  indulged  in  it. 
Congress  enjoys  (Hity  chartered  rights;  and  all 
fights  not  expressly  mentioned  in  the  charter,  are 
of  course  excluded.  The  Constitntion  is  their 
charter;  the  Coovention,  who  framed  it,  bad,  no 
doubt,  well  considered  the  whole  subject  of  privi- 
leges, and  accurately  defined  all  such  as  they 
wished  the  Legislative  body  should  enjoy  distinct 
from  their  constituents.  In  the  enumeration  of 
those  privileges,  there  is  not  a  syllable  tending  to 
exonerate  them  from  their  share  of  the  common 
bnrden  of  postage;  they  have  no  constitutional 
claim  to  such  an  immunity,  and  if  they  assumed 
it,  they  would  increase  the  burden  on  their  con- 
stituents. The  post  office,  if  unable  to  maintain 
itself,  most  derive  its  support  from  other  sources  of 
revenue.  Already  the  members  of  both  Houses 
send  and  receiv^  during  their  session,  as  memy 
letters  through  the  General  Post  Office  as  all  the 
other  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia;  those  letters, 
if  paid  at  the  usual  rates,  would  amount  to  half 
tile  postage  of  the  United  States.  The  number 
and  bulk  of  the  fianked  tetters  and  packets  exclu- 
ded the  newspapers  from  the  mail,  and  thus  pre- 


vented the  circulation  of  intelligence;  if  the  evil 

increased  ^aud  there  was  was  no  probability  of  its 
being  dimmished,  except  by  the  utter  abolition  (^ 


what  an  enormous  height  the  abuse  of  such  a 
privilege  may  be  carried;  and  though  similar 
abuses  may  not  as  yet  have  taken  place  here,  yet 
it  could  hardly  be  doubted  that  many  unnecessary 
letters  were  aaily  ient  by  the  post,  which  never 
would  have  been  writleu  if  subject  to  postage ; 
those  letters  are  not  only  unproductive,  but  an 
actual  expense  to  the  post  office,  as  the  postmas- 
ter receives  a  certain  per  centage  on  these,  as  well 
as  upon  other  tetters.  The  privilege  of  (ranking 
is  moreover  unequal  in  its  operation;  while  some 
members  use  it  only  for  the  purpose  of  transmit- 
ting political  information  to  their  constituents, 
others,  at>senl  perhaps  during  the  whole  session, 
use  it  for  very  different  purposes:  to  men  in  trade 
it  was  a  considerable  advantage,  amounting,  pro- 
bably, in  some  instances,  toa  hundred  dollarsayear. 
It  would  be  better  to  take  away  the  privilege  en- 
tirely, and  reduce  the  general  rates  of  postage  one- 
halfj  or  to  allow  the  members,  at  the  close  of  each 
session,  to  make  a  charge  for  all  letters  on  public 
business,  from  their  constituents,  or  to  make  them 
an  allowance  in  gross  to  defray  the  expense  oi 
postage;  better,  even,  if  necessary,  to  make  an 
addition  to  the  compensation  which  the  members 
receive  for  their  services,  if  the  present  one  be 
found  incompetent  to  their  honorable  support. 

Od  the  other  hand,  it  was  observed,  that  the 
privilege  of  franking  was  not  assumed  by  Ilie 
members  for  their  own  private  accommodation, 
but  for  the  benefit  of  their  constituents,  to  trans- 
mit to  them  every  necessary  information  respect- 
ing the  operations  of  the  General  Government, 
and  to  receive  from  them  such  information  as  they 
might  have  to  communicate.  Petitions  are  fre- 
quently enclosed  to  members;  and  if  these  were  to 
be  subject  to  the  payment  of  postage,  the  privilege 
of  petitioning  the  House,  would  be  in  a  great  mea- 
sure destroyed.  The  diminution  of  revenue  whicli 
the  post  office  might  in  some  instances  suffer  from 
the  privilege  of  franking,  ought  not  to  l>e  deemed 
a  sufficient  reason  for  aoolishing  that  privilege; 
since  it  is  allowed,  that  the  object  contemplated 
in  the  establislmtentwas  the  general  convenience, 
and  an  easy  and  speedy  mode  of  disseminating 
public  and  private  intelligence.  Revenue  wa» 
but  a  secondary  consideration.  Although  the  citi- 
zens who  live  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  and 
have  daily  opportunities  of  learning  from  the 
newspapers  wnat  public  measures  are  going  for- 
ward, may  not  be  materially  affected  by  the  abro- 
gation of  the  privilege,  yel  the  case  would  be 
widely  different  with  those  who  live  at  a  distance, 
especially  when  fiscal  operations  were  on  footj 
those  who  are  informed,  will  make  a  prey  of  those 
who  are  ignorant,  and  destructive  speculation  will 
enrich  the  few,  at  the  expense  of  the  many.  In  a 
Government  of  opinion  (which  is  the  Government 
of  America)  much  greater  reliance  is  to  be  placed 
on  the  confidence  of  the  people  than  upon  any 
other  circumstance:  that  confidence  can  only  be 
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the  remit  of  the  AiBest  informatioa;  but  if  the 
privilege  of  franking  were  token  away,  the  ave- 
Boet  ^infonnation  would  be,  in  &  great  measure, 
cLoeed;  for  the  members  could  not  undertake,  at 
their  own  priraie  ezpente,  to  transmit  intelligence 
to  erery  part  of  the  Union  j  yet  the  citizens  have 
a  right  to  expect  infomwtioD,  not  oniy  of  the 
acts  of  OoTerDinent,  but  also  the  principles  upon 
which  they  were  grounded.  The  abuses  of  the 
priril^,  that  hare  prevailed  in  England,  do  not 
preTuiThere;  and  its  abolition  would  give  general 
dinatisfaction,  particularly  in  the  more  distant 
parts  (rf'  the  Union,  wbere  information  would  be 
subject  to  a  Tery  high  tax.  if  circulated  through 
die  post  office,  at  the  ordinary  rates  of  postage. 
Ofthose  bundles  ofletterc  received  and  despatched 
by  members  of  CMigress,  many  (though  far  from 
being  unnecessary,  as  bad  been  said)  would  per- 
hapB  never  be  written,  if  they  were  not  to  pass 
tree  of  postage;  and  thus  that  free  communica- 
tion of  sentiment  between  the  Representative  and 
constituent,  which  is  so  essential  in  a  Government 
like  this,  would  be  in  a  great  measure  cut  off; 
and  the  post  office  would  gain  little  ot  nothing  b; 
it,  as  those  packets  of  newspapers,  bills,  reports, 
Ac.,  would  either  be  sent  b^  private  hand,  or  not 
sent  at  all;  even  here  an  mequality  would  pre- 
vail, as  the  peoi^e  who  live  near  the  Seat  of  Oo- 
venunent,  and  all  along  the  main  road,  could, 
from  the  greater  freqtwncy  of  opportunities,  re- 
ceive such  packets  with  more  ease  and  regularity, 
whilst  those  in  more  remote  situations  could  sel- 
dom or  never  receive  them,  unless  by  the  maiL 
The  expense  arisng  from  the  per  centre  to  the 
postmaster  on  the  tree  letters,  is  but  tri&ing,  as  in 
such  cases  he  receives  no  more  for  a  packet  of  two 
ounces  than  for  a  single  letter;  and  as  to  the  idea 
of  allowing  the  members  to  make  a  charge  for 
dieir  letters,  this  would  be  no  better  than  receiving 
with  one  lund  and  paying  away  with  the  other. 
If^  however,  it  werefotud  absolutely  necessary  to 
tue  precautions  against  the  abuses  that  were  ap- 
jvehended,  this  mi«ht  be  done  by  limiting  the 
number  or  weight  ollettetB  that  should  go  free  by 
any  one  post,  without  entirely  preventing  the  in- 
terehsnge  of  sentiments  between  the  Representa- 
tive  and  his  conslituents. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  without  taking  the 
question  on  the  amendiaenl. 

Wbonebdat,  December  21. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
neaented  a  bill  for  carrying  into  effect  a  contract 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Stale  of  Penn- 
sylvania;  which  was  received,  and  read  the  first 
tune. 

THE  FOOT  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  (Mr.  W.  Suits  in  the  chair)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  Post  Office  Bill. 

After  having  proceeded  through  all  the  remain- 
der of  the  bm,  except  the  eighth,  the  twenty- 
second,  and  twenty-third  sections,  (respecting  the 
carriage  of  newspapers,)  which  were  postponed 


for  future  consideration,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  progress, 


December  28. 

A  bill  for  carrying  into  effect  a  contract  betwean 
the  United  Slates  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  committed. 

A  memorial  and  address  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  from  their  several  religious  societies  in 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  was  presented  to  the  Houseand  read, 
praying  that  Congress  will  adopt  such  measure* 
ia  in  their  wisdom,  may  be  deemed  salutary  and 
effectual,  for  securing  peace  and  ftieadship  with 
the  original  holders  of  this  land. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  address 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Obsbt,  from  tiie  committee  towhom  vrere< 
referred  several  motions  for  obtaintog  annual  and 
regular  statements  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  all  public  moneys,  and  for  a  due  exami- 
nation of  such  statem^its^  made  a  report;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  on  the  table. 
ELECTION  OP  PRESIDENT,  4e. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  aot  as  Presi- 
dent, in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of 
President  and  Vice  President." 

The  bUl  was  read  by  the  Clerk.  The  first  sec- 
tion being  again  read  by  the  Chairman, 


extraordinary  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President  shall  take  place,Bs  hereinafter  specified." 
This  moticHi  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sbdowiok  made  some  g»ieral  observat>«is 
on  the  great  objects  of  the  bul,  and  adverting  to 
the  term  proposed  for  the  choice  of  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  observed  that  he 
had  his  doubts  whether  it  would  not  be  best  to 
give  a  longer  time.  He  enlarged  on  the  disagree- 
able eonsequences  which  would  probably  ensue,  in 
case  there  should  not  be  a  choice  by  the  Blectora; 
as  the  matter  must  then  be  determined  by  the 
House,  voting  according  to  the  Constitution,  by 
States.  He  descanted  on  the  pernicious  conse- 
quences which  might  result  from  the  collision  of 
parties,  and  the  working  of  passions  in  the  breaMs 
of  men  whose  ardor  would  probably  be  excited  to 
the  greatest  degree  an  suet  an  occasioa;  every 
reasonable  measure  should  be  adopted  to  prevent 
the  evils  which  be  deprecated ;  he  therefore  moved 
that  the  words  "  thirty  days"  should  be  struck  oat, 
in  order  to  give  the  people  a  longer  time  to  pve 
in  their  votes  for  Electors. 

Mr.  WuiTB  objected  to  the  motion.  Heconceived 
it  was  calculated  (o  produce  the  very  mischieia 
the  gentleman  appeared  to  deprecate.  If  it  had 
been  possible,  he  could  Iwve  wi^ed  that  the  Elect- 
ors should  meet  and  give  in  their  votes  on  the 
very  day  of  their  being  chosen;  he  wished  as  nHich 
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as  the  geutlenuui  to  ^opt  measures  to  prevent  the 
evils  he  mentioned;  but  did  not  think  the  motion 
would  conduce  to  that  object ;  he  thought  the  time 
should  rather  be  contracted  than  extended. 

Mr.  Dattom  also  objected  to  the  motion;  he 

thoug-ht  fourteen  days  would  be  a  more  proper 

'     time;  it  was  the  desiori  of  the  Constitution,  iLough 

'     it  13  not  expressed,  that  die  President  should  not 

;      Imow  the  characters  to  wbosi  he  is  indebted  for 

his  election. 

Mr.  SKDomcK  observed,  that  iIm  objections 
-would  be  very  proper  was  it  cenainly  known  that 
the  Electors  would  always  agree  in  a  choice;  but 
this  he  conceived,  it  was  hardly  possible  should 
always  be  the  case ;  and  wiiat  will  then  take  place  ? 
The  election  devolves  on  this  House,  and  the 
ElectOfi  will  then  be  known,  and  liable  to  all  that 
iLDtrigueand  cabal  which  has  prevailed  in  other 
icoimtries.  He  left  it  to  ifae  coesideratioa  of  the 
Committse  to  determine  on  the  immense  import- 
Lance  of  providing  in  seaion  against  the  evils  of  a 
Icontested  election,  in  the  case  now  before  them, 

Bib.  Baldwin  objected  to  the  motion;  but  said 
.  if  it  was  struck  out,  he  ^ould  then  move  to  insert 
a  clause  which  should  assign  different  periods  ac- 
cording to  the  circumstances  of  the  several  States, 
BO  that  the  Electors  xhould  meet  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible at  the  same  time  in  all  the  States. 

Mr.NiLBsobjecied  to  the  motion;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put  it  was  negatived. 

The  cuiase  which  mases  it  the  duty  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  several  States  to  cause  the  names 
of  the  Electors  to  be  certified,  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  NiLBa  observed,  that  no  person  could  be 
called  upon  to  diBcharee  any  duty  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  who  had  not  accepted  of  an  appoint- 
ment ander  Aeit  authority.  He  thotigbl  that  this 
wa*  opening  the  door  too  wide,  ana  involves  a 
Uendinff  of  the  respective  powers  and  duties  of 
each,  wnich  ate  not  warranted  by  the  Constiiu- 
tioo;  and  he  observed  that  he  should  be  sorry  that 
the  Oovemmeot  of  the  United  States  should  at- 
tempt to  exercise  a  power  which  they  bt«  not  com- 
petent to  cairyine  into  execution.  He  moved  that 
the  danse  shonld  be  struck  out. 

Mi.  Sidowick  observed  that  if  C<»igresB  were 
not  authorized  to  call  on  the  Eiecniives  of  the 
sevcfal  States,  he  could  not  conceive  what  de- 
scription of  persons  they  were  empowered  to  call 


^ding  to  the  Executive  of  the  several  States;  and 
inquired  wbmt  is  to  be  done  in  case  those  Execo- 
tivea  should  refiise  to  comply  with  therequisitionl 

Mr.  Clark  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
Committee  was  creating  difficulties  where  none 
before  existed.  He  observed  that  the  choosing 
these  Electors  was  a  privilege  conferred  on  the 
pet^e,  and  that  this  was  merely  pointing  out  the 
mode  of  exercising  this  privilege;  be  thought  the 
clause  stood  very  well  and  would  create  no  un- 
ensiueas  whatever. 

Mr.  HiLLHOOBE  said,  he  considered  the  provi- 
sion improper.  It  imposed  a  duty  on  the  Supreme 
Execatives  of  the  several  States,  which  they  might, 
w  night  not  execute ;  moA  thus  the  necessary  cer- 


tificates may  jiot  be  made.  He  seconded  the  na»- 
tion  to  strike  out  the  clause,  and  proposed  ■  snhili- 
tute  making  it  the  duly  of  the  Electors  to  proewc 
for  themselves  the  necessary  certificates. 

Mi.  LivGRMOBE  spoke  in  tavoi  of  the  clauw; 
he  did  not  considei  it  either  as  an  undue  a 


tker, 

Mr.  BAanwBi.L  said,  a  small  addition  to  tbn 
clause  would  in  his  opimon  obviate  every  difficulty ; 
the  words  he  proposed  to  insert  were — "  or  such 
person  as  .the  Executive  may  appoint." 

Mr.  Stubobs  moved  to  strike  out "  Ezecotive," 
and  insert  "  the  L^islatme." 

Mr.  J.  Smith  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  t^ 
proposed  alteration  would  amount  to  exactly  the 
same  thing;  ibr  the  duty  ol  giving  the  certincM* 
would  eventually  devolve  on  the  Executive. 

The  motion  foi  striking  out  the  clause  was  m»- 
gatived. 

The  ninth  section  provides,  that  in  cose  of  v^ 
cancies  in  the  offices  of  President  and  Vic«  Piea^ 
dent,  the  President. of  the  Senate  pro  tens,  or  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  act 
as  President. 

Mr.  White  moved  the  section  should  be  atroek 
out.  He  said  the  House  'had  formerW  disensaed 
the  Eubjeot  and  could  not  a^^rce;  ^le  first  part  «f 
the  bill  is  necessary ;  this  is  not  of  iiamediale  imr- 
portance  to  be  attended  to. 

Mr.  FiTZBiuoNs  said,  he  supfMaed  the  question 
must  be  determined  seme  time  or  other,  and  k« 
knew  of  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  decided 
at  this  time ;  to  strike  out  the  clause  wonld,  in 
effect,  be  to  declare  that  the  Houae  could  not 
agree, 

Mr.  WiLi,uHS0N  was  in  &vDr  of  ettijtiiig  out. 

Mr.  LivGBHOKE  objected  to  the  motion;  he  said 
no  two  subjects  could  possibly  be  more  intimatelT 
connected;  and  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are  sucn 
as  to  render  the  intermission,  during  which  this 
regency  was  to  take  place,  as  short  aapossiblef^ 
hoped  the  clause  would  not  be  stricken  out 

Mr.  WniTBaddedsomeforlherobjectionstothe 
section;  be  said  it  was  distinct  from  the  bilL  and 
though  a  m^oriiy  of  the  Committee  were  in  lavor 
of  the  characters  nominated,  yet  he  thought  it 
would  be  best  to  make  it  the  object  of  anothra  tail, 
and  of  an  independent  discussion. 

Mr.  Sedowice  said,he  hoped  the  section  would 
not  be  struck  out,  especially  if  there  is  a  majority 
of  the  Committee  in  favor  of  it-  He  observed,  that 
last  session  there  was  no  decision  in  the  case;  he 
conceived  it  necessary  that  the  business  ^lonld  ba 
DO-»r  decided  on ;  and  adverting  to  the  paitienlai 
characters  named,  he  said  they  were  as  br  remo- 
ved from  any  influence  of  the  Executive  as  any 
persons  that  could  be  possiUy  pointed  out. 

Mr.  Barnwell  was  in  favor  of  going  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  at  this  time.  He  said  Acre 
was  a  largenumberof  the  present  House  who  had 
not  heard  the  observations  offered  in  the  last  Con- 
gress; he  suptposed  the  present  as  proper  a  time  to 
consider  the  subject  as  any  that  could  occur.  If 
gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  the  section  will 
offer  their  objeelions,  he  ^onld  be  glad  to  heat 


381 


HISTORY  OF  OONGRESS. 


282 


Dboshmr,  1791.] 


Election  of  Praidmt—Pott  Office  Bill. 


[H.OPB. 


them;  if  tbcf  were  eoodiuiTB,  he  ahonM  vote  lo 
atiike  out  the  aecuon.  If  notfajag  ma  offerad,  hit 
■hould  vote  against  the  modon. 

Mr.  Stdboss  mestioiied  seTenl  objectums  to 
the  eeetioB,  whicb  in  Itii  opiniou  rendered  it  im- 
eennitutieBal ;  he  could  not  find  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  or  Preaident  oS  the  Senate  pro  tem. 
weie  officers  of  the  Oovemment  in  tlie  sense  con- 
templated by  the  Ccmstitution.  The  compensa- 
tions  of  the  Preaident  and  Vice  PrestdeU  an  set- 
tled by  the  House;  the  Speaker  would  have  to 
deeide  on  thoee  eompenntKHuj  due  he  said  ren- 
dered him  evidently  improper.  He  ftiriher  oh- 
aarved  that  the  conaeqvcnce  would  be,  fnhnlliiig 
and  electioaeeving  in  the  cboice  of  Speaker. 

Mr.  Watn  sant,  the  Speaker  ww  not  a  perma- 
nent officer,  if  he  could  be  conaidered  ai  one  in 
any  point  of  view ;  but  he  was  of  opinion,  that  he 
was  BO  more  an  officer  of  Government  than  every 
other  member  of  the  House. 

The  question  for  striking  ottt  die  section  was 
n^atived. 

Sir.  Stcbgis  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  wotds, 
"  the  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives," 

Mr.  OiLM  stated  the  reasons  which  he  conceiv- 
ed Miy  P«»'«d  the  OBeenMitutionaUty  of  the 
ckuae.  The  chaiactera  referred  to  he  did  not 
thiak  WHe  oScers.  If  they  had  been  conaidered 
as  such,  it  is  probable  they  would  have  been  de- 
aignated  in  the  Constitution;  the  Constitution  re- 
sn  to  some  permanent  ofl&cer  to  be  created  pur- 
Slant  to  the  proviaioiia  thctein  eontained.  These 
persona  are  not  permanent;  a  permanent  officer 
WM  contemplated;  the  subject  waa  not  to  be  left 
lo  any  casuuty,  if  it  conid  pOBsibly  be  prevented. 
Mr.  Sboowiok  said,  he  did  not  know  what  offi- 
cer oouU  with  propriety  be  said  to  be  permanent; 
«rfb;eB  are  held  during  good  behaviour  m  some  in- 
staace^  and  in  othen  during  pbaaure  i  but  it  will  be 
iiBHoaaiUe  to  say  that  any  officer  is  a  permanent 
offio»,A)rtheexpreesioniav«rycxteiiaiTe.  Hewas 
surprised  to  hear  the  idea  controverted,  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  Houe,  or  the  President  of  dte  Se- 
nate, pro  Um.,  is  not  an  officer.  In  common  par- 
lance he  was  inra  diere  was  no  difficulty  in  the 
anttei^ 

Mr.  CteasT  observed,  tbat  some  gendemen  had 
ntd  the  Speaker  is  not  an  officer ;  but  if  he  is  not 
an  (d&eer,  what  is  hel  He  then  read  a  clause 
&om  tbe  GonstitutiDii,  which  says  that  the  House 
■hall  choose  their  Speaker  and  other  oficer*.  He 
haped,  however,  that  the  Speaker  ^  the  House  of 
Repreaeatatives  would  be  struck  out,  in  order  to 
avoid  blending  the  Legislative  and  Executive 
bnnohei  together.  He  considered  this  measure 
as  a  pcditieu  stroke  of  the  Sesate;  bvl  he  ho^d 
that  the  House  would  never  consent  to  makmg 
their  Speaker  a>  amphibious  animaL  He  moved 
therefore  that  the  words  "  Speaker  of  the  House 
ef  Repreeentatives"  shooU  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  HtLLMODBi  objected  to  any  officer  appointed 
by  the  EzecntiTe  beme  inserted.    He  said,  if  that 
wnld  be  the  ease,  Ae  appoiatments  would 
moat  eaMs  be  made  with  reference  to  that  obie 
aad  hence  i»portaM  effioc*  w«uld  often  be  fil 


with  improper  and  incompetent  persons.  Be- 
sides, it  was  taking  awav  the  cboice  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  thus  violating  toe  ftrst  principle  of  a  free 
elective  Oovemment.  The  Senate  are  appointed 
by  the  people, « their  Representatives,  and  hence, 
in  his  opimon,  filling  the  vacancy  would  devolve 
with  the  greatest  propriety  on  that  bodv. 

Mr.  WiLL,ii.H80N  waa  in  favor  of  the  motion 
for  striking  out  both  the  characters.  He  observed, 
that  this  extensive  CMistraction  oT  the  meaning  of 
the  word  officer,  would  render  it  proper  to  point 
out  any  person  m  the  United  States,  miether  con- 
nected with  the  Government  or  not,  as  a  proper 
person  to  fill  the  vacancy  contemplated. 

Before  taking  the  question  upon  the  amendment, 
the  Conunlttee  rose. 

FitiDAT,  December  23. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

<•  That  the  Bepart  of  the  Seeretsrj  of  the  Trewnry, 
upon  the  petitian  of  George  Webb,  be  referred  to  •  Se- 
lect Committee,  and  ths.t  the  Comnutte*  be  iustnialsd 
to  prepue  and  bring  in  ■  bill  sllowing  such  of  the  B*- 
ceiven  of  Continental  Tum  in  die  serersl  StUss,  as 
continued  in  service  after  the  end  of  the  year  1783,  a 
commiaaion,  u  a  compensation  for  Ibeir  aervioes  aixd 

srpenaei,  not  exceeding  the  rate  of per  centum 

uiwn  die  amount  of  mone;*  by  them  respectively  re- 
ceived fiM-  Continental  services  subsequently  to  the  time 


Mr.FiTzeiuoNB,  and  Mr.BooHNE,  of  Rhode  Idaad; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  sundry  merchants 
of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  Slate  of  South 
Carolioa,  engaged  in  commerce,  previous  to  the 
late  Revolution,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  statine  the  peciuiar  hardships  under  which 
they  labor,  from  the  two-fold  causes  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  fourth  article  of  the  definitive  Treaty 
of  Peace^  and  of  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congren 
for  funding  the  pubUc  debt  as  redeems  the  old 
Continental  money,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred 
dollars  thereof  for  one  dollar  specie,  the  former 
requiring  them  to  pajr  their  British  debts  in  ster- 
■'  '  '  ' It  time, 


and  the  latter,  depriving  them  of  all  hope  of  11 
demnity,  from  the  effects  of  depreciation  and  ten- 
der  laws  to  which  they  were  exposed  during  the 
war,  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition 
do  tie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  biU  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  contract  between  the  United  States  and 
the  State  of  Peausylvania;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment  It  was  ordered  U> 
be  engrossed. 
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bliahiiiK  the  Post  Office  and  Poet  Roods  withio 
the  Uoiled  Stales. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMOita  offered  a  sketch  of  ntee  of  post- 
age, by  way  of  amendment,  diffeient  fiom  that 
reported  in  the  bill  and  the  rates  now  paid-  His 
plan  was  a  general  reduction  of  the  rates. 

Mr.  GooDHDE  said,  he  did  not  belicTe  thai  the 
leTCDue  from  the  Post  Office,  any  more  than  thai 
from  the  impost,  would  be  increased  bv  establi 
ing  a  high  rate  of  postage.  He  was  pleased  with 
the  skeich  offered,  and  wished  it  mignt  be  agreed 
to  as  an  amendment;  he  h»d  no  doubt  of  its  in- 
creasing the  revenue  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  LivGBHORB  was  in  favor  of  the  original 
rates  reported  in  the  bill.  He  conceived  that  ihe 
reduced  rates  would  be  so  tow,  as  materially  to 
injure  the  income  of  the  Deportment  He  did 
not  conceive  why  the  rate  ofjpostage  for  one  hun- 
dred miles,  in  one  pari  of  the  United  Stales,  should 
be  greater  than  for  one  hundred  miles  in  another 
pert:  he  referred  to  the  diminished  rates  for  great 

Mr.  WiLUAMSOM  was  in  favor  of  reducing  Ihe 
tales.  He  observed,  thai  though  our  ezpenence 
in  this  business  was  notgTeai,yet  it  was  sufficient 
to  show  that  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage 
tended  to  increase  the  income  of  the  Department 
And  the  experience  of  European  countries  was  in- 
controTeriibty  in  favor  of  the  idea  of  a  reduction. 

Mr,  Baldwin  replied  to  Mr.  LivEHHOftE,  and 
obserred  that  the  amendment  recognised  the  same 
principle  in  respect  to  great  distances,  which  is 
contamed  in  the  bill  as  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willl&mson,  the  amendment 
was  altered,  so  that  the  rate  of  postage  for  a  single 
letter  to  the  greatest  distance,  should  not  exceed 

Mr.FiTzeiHONa's  amendmentwos  thenadopted. 

The  section  which  makes  it  death  for  persons 
employed  in  the  Post  Office  Department  to  rob 
the  mail,  occasioned  considerable  debate.  The 
words  "shall  suffer  death,"  were  struck  out,  and 
it  was  then  moved  to  insert  imprisonment  for  life, 
or  for  a  term  which  the  Court  may  think  proper. 
This  motion  occasioned  further  debate,  on  its  bemg 
moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  imprisonment 
for  life. 

Mr.  Mdrsat  entered  into  a  general  considera- 
tion of  the  subject.  He  was  clearly  of  opinion  that 
if  the  punishment  was  not  loss  ol  life,  it  ought  to 
be  the  next  in  point  of  severity.  He  enlarged  on 
the  enormity  of  the  crime,  and  inferred  that  a 
person  who  was  so  depraved  as  to  be  guilty  of  it, 
oufht  to  be  forever  deprived  of  the  power  of  in- 
junng  society  again.  He  adverted  to  the  princi- 
ples advanced  by  Montesquieu,  Beccaria,  and  oth- 
ers, who  had  written  so  ably  on  crimes  and  pun- 
ishments; but,  with  all  their  refinements,  they 
were  ob%ed  to  acknowledge  that  as  there  were 
grades  in  guilt,  so  there  should  be  de^ees  of  pun- 
ishment. He  adverted  to  the  regulations  of  Penn- 
sylvania; he  said  their  jail  was  more  properly  a 
school  of  morality  than  a  place  of  punishment.  It 
may  reform,  but  it  will  never  deter  the  abandoned 
from  the  perpetration  of  crimes.  It  might  answer 
the  present  state  of  society  in  the  Commonwealth, 


but  he  doubted  whether  it  would  not  invite  to  tbe 
commission  of  crimes,  and  accelerate  the  period 
when  they  must  have  recourse  to  a  more  severe 
system  of  jurisprudence.  He  concluded  by  ay- 
ing,  that,  as  imprisonment  for  life  was  the  next 
severest  punishment  to  loss  of  life,  he  should  rote 
against  the  last  amendment. 

Mr.  Habtlet  defended  the  srstem  of  punish- 
ment and  reformation  adopted  ny  Pennsylvania. 
Experience  was  in  its  favor.  The  gentleman  has 
carried  our  ideas  to  European  countries;  but  he 
thought  that  eiainples  from  our  own  country  wen 
more  in  point.  He  objected,  generally,  to  san- 
guinary punishmentsi  and  the  punishment  now 
proposed  ne  thought  would  be  too  severe,  if  gene- 
rally incurred  for  the  crime  under  consideration. 

f  he  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 

Mo  It  DAT,  December  26. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  carrying  into  effect  a  con- 
tract between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
POST  OFFICE  SILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bUI  for  esta- 
blishing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roods  within 
the  United  States. 

On  the  subject  of  newspapers,  Mr.  Williakbok 
suggested  the  propriety  of  their  being  so  packed 
that  Ihey  may  be  easily  inspected  by  tbe  poel- 
masters;  that  there  should  be  separeie  accounta, 
and  a  separate  meul  or  portmanteau  for  them; 
and  that  the  rate  of  postage  should  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  distance  they  are  carried:  those  sent 
one  hundred  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred  miles, 
one-half  cent;  those  above  two  hundred  and  not 
exceeding  three  hundred  miles,  one  cent;  thoM 
above  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  one  cent  and 
a  quarter.  He  moved  to  strike  out  the  23d  se»- 
(ion,  and  to  insert  the  above  as  a  substitute. 

Mr.  Clark  proposed  to  amend  the  clause  by  a 
proviso,  that  the  papers  shall  be  dried. 

Mr.  FiTSeiMONS  doubted  whether  it  would  he 
proper  to  agree  to  the  amendment.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  consequence  would  be,  vay  few 
papers  would  be  sent  by  the  mail.  He  inquired 
who  b  to  pay  the  posiagel  The  printers  will  not 
pay  it;  they  are  sufficiently  out  of  pocket  by  dis- 
tant subscribers.  Is  it  to  be  defrayed  by  the  sub- 
scribers, weekly?  There  is  no  coin  of  the  descrip- 
tion mentioned.  Difficulties  will  result  ftom  the 
mode  which  is  necessarily  adopted  for  great  part 
of  the  year,  of  sending  the  mail  on  horseteck. 
Should  tbe  papers  increase,  as  is  supposed,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  send  them.  There  were  difficul- 
ties in  the  way.  The  printers  had  been  called  on 
to  declare  what  would  be  convenient  and  agree- 
able to  them;  but  there  was  so  little  concert  among 
them,  that  they  had  not  given  any  intimation  to 
the  Department  of  what  would  please  them. 

WiLLiAJseOK  replied  to  Mr.  FiTZflmoits, 
and  obviated  some  of  the  difficulties  be  suggested. 
He  observed  that  a  certam  weight  ought  to  be 
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specified,  which  the  postmuter  ought  not  to  ex- 
ceed, when  the  mail  is  sent  on  horseback. 

Mi.  Clabk  said,  he  ihousht  the  most  eligible 
method  would  be  to  make  the  printeis  account- 
able for  the  postage.  This  had  beeu  proposed  by 
a  printer,  woo  issued  a  Urger  number  of  papers 
than  an^  other  printer  in  the  United  Stales.  This 
would  sunplify  the  business,  and  prerent  trouble 
in  the  different  post  offices. 

Mr.  BouBNE  objected  to  different  rates  of  post- 
age for  newspapers.  He  believed  it  was  not  cus- 
tomary with  the  post-riders.  Newspapers  con- 
tained general  information,  and  ought  to  come  to 
the  subscribers  in  all  porta  of  the  Union  dd  the 
same  terms;  the  half  cent  would  indemnify  for 
the  charge.  He  moved  that  such  parts  of  the  i 
tionasproposesa  differeat  rate  should  be  stiucki 

Mr.BouDiNOT  believed  the  gentleman  was  mis- 
taken in  respect  to  expense  of  cairiage  to  a  ziea 
distance.  He  further  ODaerved,  that  the  rates  beinf 
the  same  to  all  parts  of  the  Unloii,  would  operali 
as  a  bounty  to  the  printers  at  the  Seat  of  Govern 
ment;  for  it  was  well  known  that  the  printers  at 
the  Southward  could  not  afford  Co  sell  their  papei 
at  the  same  rate  with  those  at  the  Northward, 


colleafixie,  instead  of  giving  facility  to  the  circtUa- 
tion  of  newspapers,  tended  only  to  give  a  douceur 
to  the  printers  of  particular  States.  He  could  have 
wished  that  the  privilege  of  franking  had  been 
struck  out,  and  the  supposed  amount  thereof  ap- 
{died  to  defray  the  expense  of  transporting  the 
newspapers:  it  would  conduce  to  opening  a  larger 
channel  of  information,  and  would  in  aD  easy  way 
bring  intelligence  to  the  door  of  every  citizen  in 
'  th«  United  States.  He  preferred  the  bill  without 
the  aiDendment,  as  more  competent  to  the  great 
object. 

Mr.  Pabkbb  observed  that  every  law  ought  to 
be  founded  on  a  principle  of  eqiulity ;  and,  oa  this 
idea,  supposed  the  postage  ougnt  to  be  au^^ented 
in  some  proportion  according  to  the  distance. 

Mr.  HiLLBOUBE  advocat^  an  increase  of  the 
postage.  He  said  the  rales  proposed  were  not 
coinpetent  to  discharging  the  expense. 

Mr.  Williamson  said,  that  the  half  cent  for  a 
neat  distance  would  not  defray  the  expense;  he 
had  authority  for  the  assertion;  and  if  the  rate  is 
reduced,  it  will  operate  to  discourage  the  private 
stages,  and  all  communication  on  those  roads 
supported  by  private  subscriptions,  will  be  cut  off. 

Mr.  Habtlet  was  in  favor  of  one  rate.  He  ob- 
served that  the  rates  demanded  by  private  posts 
was  so  high,  as  to  amount  to  an  interdiction  of 
the  papers  almost  entirely. 

Mr.  DABNWELL  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  William- 
sod's  motion;  ahalf  cent  would  not  be  sufficient  to 


A  giving  a  monopoly  to  uie  printers  at  the 
Seat  of  Government;  country  papers  are  impor- 
tant on  many  accounts,  and  ought  to  be  encoui- 
i^ed.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  General 
that  a  half  cent  is  not  a  sufficient  postage. 

Mr.  Bodbxb'b  motitm  for  striking  out  was  ne- 
gatived. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  HillbousBj  the  postage  foe 
one  hundred  miles  was  raised  from  a  half  to  a 
whole  cent,  and  one  cent  and  a  half  for  any  great- 
er distance. 

Mr.  Clajie  moved  to  add  this  clause:  "to  be 
paid  by  the  Printers  sending  the  same,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  every  three  months."  This  was  not 
carried.  The  sectitm  was  further  amended,  by 
saying  that  the  newspapers  shall  be  under  cover 
opened  at  one  end ;  the  postmasters  to  receive  fifty 
per  cent,  of  the  postage. 

The  residue  of  Mr.  Wiixiahbon'b  amendmenl 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LivBBMOBB  moved  that  the  proviso,  which 
empowers  the  contractors  to  carry  newspapers, 
should  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  Paog  observed,  that  in  disposing  of  this 
subject  the  utmost  caution  ought  to  be  used, 
lest  some  infringement  of  the  liMrty  of  the  press 
should  be  the  consequence.  We  have  subjected 
the  printers  of  papers  to  a  certain  tax  for  sending 
their  papers  by  tne  mail,  and  now  it  is  propoaea 
to  cut  them  off  Utota  all  opportunity  oi  making 
their  own  contracts.  He  thought  the  business 
ought  to  be  simplified  as  much  as  possible,  and 
the  Printers  left  to  themselves  to  dispose  of  their 
poblications  as  they  think  proper,  independeDt  of 
the  maiL 

Mr.  Babmwbll  supported  the  motion:  by  re- 
taining the  clause,  the  post  office  would  be  sub- 
jected to  innumerable  impositions. 

The  proviso  was  struck  out,  and  another  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Boudinot,  to  the  same  purpose,  with 
an  additioi^  subjecting  papers  sent  by  contract  to 
the  inspection  of  the  postmasters. 

This  motion  was  objected  to,  as  it  would  ope- 
rate against  the  revenue  of  the  post  t^ce. 

Mr.  Boudinot  observed,  that  in  forming  the 
contracts,  the  contractors  always  agreed  for  a  less 
consideration,  on  account  of  the  advantage  derived 
from  carrying  newspapers. 

This  motion  was  also  disagreed  to. 

The  Comnuttee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
with  amendments  to  the  House. 

TtmenAT,  Decembar  27. 
THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  yesterday,  to  the  bill  for  establish- 
ing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Road  within  the 
United  States. 

The  several  amendmentsagreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee were  read.  The  first  section,  as  amended, 
after  some  further  amendments,  was  agreed  to; 
this  section  details  the  roads.  Second  amendment 
was  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to  form 
contracts  for  carrying  the  mail  on  cross  roads  { 
agreed  to.  In  the  eighth  section,  the  rates  of  post- 
age are  established  by  an  amendment,  the  lowest 
''  six  cents  for  a  sittfle  letter,  and  the  highest 

'en ty-five  cents  for  the  greatest  distance;  agreed 

.  The  substitution  of  "  imprisonment  fot  lif^" 
_  lieu  of  the  words  "  shall  suffer  death,"  for  rob- 
iHng  the  mail,  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Haktlst, 
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who  observed,  that,  for  the  protection  of  properly, 
most  countries  have  enacted  peiial  laws.  Those 
which  have  been  the  most  san^uuury,  have,  I 
think,  not  been  the  most  successful.  Those  of  a 
iiii>derate  complexion,  have  had  a  better  effect, 
without  sporting  with  the  lives  of  men.  While  the 
English  GoveniDienthad  its  influence  in  America, 
the  public  mind  in  most  of  the  Provinces  was  in 
favoi  of  the  former  kind,  Pennsylvania  was 
among  the  first  exceptions.  The  Quakers,  who 
first  settled  Pennsylvania,  were  moderate  in  their 
manners  and  principles r  their  penal  code  remained 
tiU  the  late  revolution.  The  Independence  of 
America  has  led  to  great  iuquiry,  and  we  have 
Tentured  to  change  our  laws,  and  made  them  less 
sanguinary ;  this  has  happened  in  a  greater  or  lesser 
degree  in  roost  of  the  States.  Life  is  not  sported  with, 
and  the  idea  of  confinement  and  repentance  strong- 
ly prevails.  As  I  said  the  other  day,  said  Mr.  H.,  we 
have  altered  our  laws  with  great  success  in  Penn- 
sylvania. What  protection  are  we  to  have  to  this 
property?  What  danger  is  it  subject  to 7  The 
Postmaster  General  will  doubtless  take  security 
from  the  deputies  he  appoints,  and  of  those  to 
whom  the  mail  is  intrusted.  Tois  is  our  securitjr; 
and  there  is  scarcely  an  instance  where  a  man  is 
punished  with  death  for  a  mere  breach  of  trust. 
Fines  and  imprisonment  will  be  sufficient  to  pun- 
ish the  party,  and  deter  others  from  committing 
the  like  offence.  It  is  not  like  a  robbery  upon  the 
person,  taking  his  money,  There  is,  in  the  latter, 
a  complication  of  offences)  personal  security  as 
well  as  property  are  involvea,  and  the  crime  en- 
hanced. Perhaps  robbery  should  he  punished  with 
death;  but  I  thmk  fine  and  imprisonment  sufficient 
for  die  crime  now  under  consideration.  The  pub- 
lic mind  would  more  approve  of  it  than  the  pun- 
ishment of  death. 

Mr.  BooniNOT  agreed  in  sentiment  with  Mr. 
Hartley.  He  said  that  extreme  punishments  of- 
ten prevented  a  jury  from  convictmg  a  criminal. 

Mr.  Babhwele,  was  of  opinion  that  a  crime  of 
so  pernicious  a  nature  as  roblnng  the  mail,  ought 
to  be  punished  with  death. 

Mr.  LivERMOSE  was  alsoin  favor  of  the  original 
clause.  He  observed  that  a  feloa  was  never  so 
secure  as  when  he  was  hanged  out  of  the  way. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Hartlet'b  remarks  respecting  the 
salutary  effects  of  the  new  system  adopted  in 
Pennsylvania,  he  did  not  think  they  were  so  ap- 
parent as  bad  been  represented;  crimes  were  still 
committed  in  this  city;  for,  since  the  meeting  of 
Coiuress,  several  attempts  had  been  made  to  set  it 
on  nre.  He  said  that  punishments,  and  capital 
ones,  would  always  be  found  nec^ssaVy. 

Mt.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  observed,  that 
punishments  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  of- 
Ibnces  committed;  this  is  not  done  in  the  bill.  He 
therefore  was  under  the  necessity  of  voting  against 
the  clause,  in  order  to  obtain  some  mo(Q£cation 
of  it. 

Mr.  HiLLBODBE  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
as  reported  by  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Hartley  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words  "for  life." 
Tliis  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Fixolet,  and  supported 


hj  Mr.  Kittera;  who  observed,  that  it  was  a  prin- 
ciple in  jurisprudence  not  to  leave  too  much  to 
the  discretion  of  the  judges.  This  amendment  was 
carried.  On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  sectioa 
as  thus  amended, 

Mr.  Baluwih  stated  sundry  particulars  to  show 
that  the  crimes  and  punishnlents  referred  to  in 
this  bill,  were  on  a  totally  different  principle  from 
those  mentioned  in  taws  already  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  United  States.  He  should 
therefore  vote  agaisst  the  ainendment. 

The  question  being  divided,  the  first  was  on 
striking  out  the  clause,  "  shall  suffer  death  j" — it 
passed  in  the  negative ;  so  that  the  original  clause 


The  twentieth  section,  respecting  franking^  Bb. 
Wao&worth  moved  should  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  White  observed,  that  he  did  not  like  the 
clause  as  it  stands;  but  he  was  not  for  abolishing 
the  privilege  altogether.  He  read  a  clause  whicE 
very  much  restricted  the  privilege,  and  which  he 
should  prefer  to  the  section  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  HiLLHOoaB  said,  he  had  thought  favinablf 
of  the  motion;  but  on  more  mature  consideration, 
and  after  hearing  the  arguments  on  the  subject 
from  gentlemen  in  fovor  of  it,  he  was  of  opinion  it 
would  be  best  to  retain  the  privilege. 

Mr.  WADawDBTS  observed,  that  finding  a  great 
alteration  bad  taken  place  in  the  sentiments  d 
gentlemen  on  the  subject,  he  had  been  induced  to 
renew  the  motion.  He  observed,  that  the  evils 
resulting  ftom  the  practice,  he  had  found  on  in- 
quiry were  much  greater  than  he  had  supposed; 
but  if  the  practice  is  retained,  he  should  greatly 
prefer  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir* 
ginia,  He  doubted  not  that  a  revenue  might  be 
raised  from  the  Post  Office,  and  in  a  way  which 
would  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  people,  pro- 
vided abuses  were  kept  out  of  the  De[«rtiaeni,  by 
franks  and  other  means. 

Mr.  Stubobs  replied  to  Mr.  Waohwosth.  Ha 
observed,  that  it  was  not  to  be  considered  as  a  pti* 
vilege  conferred  on  the  members,  but  intended 
solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  people ;  it  had  not 
been  complained  of:  was  productive  of  the  most 
salutary  consequences ;  and  he  did  not  think  the 
disadvanta^s  countert^anced  the  numerous  ben- 
e£ts  resulting  from  it.  As  to  the  abuses  mention- 
ed, be  had  greater  confidence  in  the  honor  and  in- 
tegrity both  of  the  present  members,  and  those  of 
any  future  Nationai  Legislature,  than  to  suppose 
they  would  abuse  the  privilege.  He  was  in  favor 
of  every  necessary  restriction,  but  still  for  retain- 
ing the  substance  of  the  clause. 

Mr.  Gerby  replied  to  Mr.  Wadswobth,  He 
observed,  that  the  arguments  offered  for  abolish- 
ing the  privilege,  were  the  most  forcible  in  favor 
ofreiaimng  it. 

Mr.  KiTTEBA  said,  that  diough  the  revenue  of 
the  Post  Office  might  at  first  be  affected,  yet  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  correspondences  which 
would  arise  from  those  begun  by  franking,  would 
eventually  contribute  to  an  increase  of  the  re- 
venue. 

The  further  consideration  of  ffie  oi 
was  postponed. 
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Wkdmmbat,  Oeoember  28. 

A  taemonal  of  the  LegiaUtme  of  ths  State  of 
New  Himpshire  was  presenieil  to  the  Hoose  and 
Tl»d,  representing  the  iuequtlitr  and  injurtice  of 
« late  act  of  Congress  for  the  asramption  of  the 
State  debta,  and  praying  that  the  inequalities  tbere- 
of  m&f  be  remoyea,  or  the  injuries  and  burdens 
Aereby  occasioned  to  the  said  Slate  redressed  in 
foch  other  way  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress  dtall 
deem  expedient.  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  for  his  infonnation. 

A  Message  from  the  Preudent  of  the  United 
Slates  was  received,  accompanied  with  the  copj 
ef  a  Letter  from  the  Attorney  General,  stating  car- 
aindifficultiesiu  theexeeanonof  hboffice.  Laid 
OB  the  table. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  HcMue  resumed  the  coasidentioa  of  the 
amendmeats,  proposed  by  the  Comnuttee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Post  Office  bill. 

The  twentieth  section,  with  the  ameadineiUs, 
was  agreed  to.  The  privilege  of  Jrwakmg  to  the 
members  of  both  Houaea,  and  conferred  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  RepreaentatiTea,  and  some  other  td&eers,  beinK 
under  ccmsidentkn,  the  following  debate  took 
place: 

Mr.  Wadbwoetb  having  mentioned 
abuses  that  had  heretofore  crept  in  under 


the  piivile^  of  fnnkiiig,  said  t^iat,  of  a  great  U' 
bei  of  petitions  which  had  bi 


him,  hardly  o 


dtb&t, 
eby  post. 


lAr.  Gbbbt  obserTed,  that  if  gentlemen  thought 
it  necessary  to  restrain  members  from  writing 
(fiee  of  postage}  to  their  familiea,  and  on  their 
own  private  Iwsuieas,  he  would  consent  to  such  " 
proposition;  but  to  propositions  of  a  TJsibly  dai. 
garous  tendency,  he  nerer  would  give  his  assent^ 
and  such  he  deemed  those  which  tended  to 
vent  the  membersfrom  taking  the  newspapers, 
burden  the  carriage  of  the  papers  with  a  tai. 
wherever  information  is  freely  circulated,  thete 
slavery  cannot  exist;  of  if  it  does,  it  wiU  vanish 
aa  soon  aa  information  has  been  generally  diffWed. 
The  light  of  infonnation  has  enabled  the  French 
lo  diseover  their  rights,  which  so  long  lay  con- 
cealed from  their  eyes,  and  has  put  them  in  pos- 
session of  their  present  Constitution.  However 
firmly  liberty  may  be  established  in  any  country, 
it  cannot  long  subsist  if  the  chaimek  of  informa- 
tion be  stopped ;  instead,  therefore,  <rf  taking  any 
Keps  that  might  tend  to  prevent  the  diffusion  of 
ptAtical  infonoation.  the  House  ought  to  adopt 
measures  by  which  tne  information,  contained  m 
any  one  paper  within  the  United  States,  might 
Immediately  spread  from  one  extremity  of  the 
continent  to  the  other;  thus  the  whole  body  of 
the  citizen*  will  be  enabled  to  see  and  guard 
against  any  evil  that  may  threaten  them.  To  lake 
any  measures  of  a  coBtnuv  tendency,  would  be 
establiohing  a  precedent  that  may  hereafiei  be 
impioved  to  the  most  dangerous  consequences.  It 
is  impossiUe  to  foresee  whether  every  fhtuie  Le- 
sidature  i^  the  United  States  will  be  entirely  fine 
DtHU  despotic  ptiucifdeai  aiMlif  such  adispodtioa 


should  at  any  time  prevail  in  the  Legislative  body, 
the  readiest  way  to  eSect  their  purposes,  will  be 
to  slop  the  channels  cJ*  political  information;  first, 
by  preventing  the  members  from  taking  the  pa- 
pers; in  the  next  place,  by  {neveating  their  send- 
mg  them  lo  their  constituents;  and  lastly,  by  int- 
posing  a  tax  OD  the  papers.  .This  will  be  the  surest 
mode  of  introducing  a  system  of  despotism  into 
this  country.  The  evils  that  are  app«heDded 
from  the  privil^[e  of  frankina  are  but  irifiing, 
when  compared  with  those  evus  of  jester  mag- 
niinde  that  may  ensue  from  its  abolition.  A  man 
might  become  a  nm-franking  patriot  on  very  cheap 
terms,  indeed;  but  if  gent^men  wished  to  esta- 
blish their  reputatioa  Tor  public  spirit,  this  was 
~  It  the  proper  mode. 

It  could  hardly  be  supposed,  he  said,  thai  any 
member  would  wish  to  retain  the  privilege  vt 
r,  merely  for  the  sake  of  the  trifling,  coar 
advantage  be  would  derive  from  irank- 
m  letters.  But  if  such  an  idea  was  en- 
tertained let  a  provision  be  made  that  no  commer- 
cial letter,  no  Utter  on  private  business,  nor  any 
letters  passing  between  a  member  and  his  &mily, 
shall  be  exempt  from  postage;  and  that  no  letteta 
shall  be  franked  b«U  those  relating  to  publie  busi- 
ness, enclosing  petitioiis,  or  stung  for  redress  of 
grievances. 

Mr,  Wu.LUJiaoi(  obaervwl,  that  if  the  burden 
of  franks  was  made  so  heavy  on  the  poet  office, 
as  to  destroy  it  this  would  prevmt,  instead  of  pro- 
moting the  diauaioR  of  information,  and  thus  the 
sooner  pave  the  way  for  the  introduction  of  des- 
potism. From  thepercentageallowedtothe  post- 
master cm  the  free  letters  at  New  York  dnrins 
the  last  year,  it  appeared  that,  if  they  had  been  aU 
charged  with  postage  as  single  letters,  they  woaM 
have  prodncea  a  revenue  of  two  thonsuid  two 
hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars;  but  as  a  oonside- 
raUe  proportion  of  them  were  triple  and  quadru- 

Sle,  the  whole  number  might  foirly  be  rated  as 
auble  letters,  and  would  Uos  have  yielded  foot 
thonsand  five  bmidred  and  six  dollars,  a  inm  which, 
if  ^plied  to  the  exl^ion  of  the  posts  to  differ-' 
ent  parts  of  the  Union,  wo«ld  furnish  the  meana 
of  difiiuing  more  general  infonnacion. 

Al^r  further  remarks,  he  observed,  that  th« 
gi«atest  cbaige  contemplated  for  tbe  conveyance 
of  newspapers  in  the  ordinary  way,  was  to  be  only 
a  cent  and  a  half;  whereas,  if  enclosed  in  frank^ 
they  would  cost  the  public  five  cents  e«oh. 

Mr.  GtL£8  did  noi  consider  the  privilege  of 
franking,  as  the  cause  oi  a  general  diBiisioa  of  in- 
formatitm.  The  privilege  he  thoi^^  unnecesst" 
ry,  wlieie  public  presses  are  established,  the  free- 
dom of  debate  unrestrained,  and  the  debates  pn(>- 
UsheA  in  the  newspapaia.  It  is  sufficient  to  leave 
every  man  at  liberty  lo  express  hk  sentiments  in 
the  papers,  and  that  the  public  are  free  to  read 
them.  Although  the  French  nation,  who  before 
lived  under  an  arbitrary  Govemmentj  were  now 
become  free  in  cratsequeace  of  the  diffusion  of  in- 
formation, yet  he  eoiJd  not  find  that  the  National 
Assembly  possessed  the  nivil^e  of  franking;  even 
if  thcT  did,  it  eoold  not  he  by  means  of  that  privi' 
lege  Uie  mformatioa  had  bean  diffiised 
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It  had  been  said,  that  this  privilege  was 
fened  on  the  members,  not  for  their  own  private 
benefit,  but  for  that  of  the  public.  Were  this  the 
caie,  he  would  consent  to  retain  it;  but  it  extends 
further,  private  letters  beiar  equally  exempt  from 
jKHia^  as  those  of  a  pubOc  nature.  Thus  one 
individual  is  eieneraiea  from  a  eertajn  burden  or 
duty,  which  another  individual  is  obliged  to  bear; 
and  by  extending  the  principle,  it  would  ultimate- 
ly authorize  an  exemption  from  any  contribution 
whatever.  If  the  object  was  merely  to  diffuse  in- 
formation, he  would  suppose  that  every  individual 
in  the  United  States  ought  to  enjoy  the  same  pri- 
vil^e,  and  that  the  post  office  ought  to  be  esta- 
blished for  this  particular  purpose,  so  that  all  the 
citizens  might  be  upon  an  equal  footing.  If  it 
were  said  that  postas^  is  not  a  tax,  beutuse  no 
man  is  obliged  to  sendletters  by  the  post,  the  same 
thing  may  be  said  of  the  impost,  as  no  man  is 
obliged  to  pay  the  duty,  since  he  may  purchase 
or  not,  as  he  pleases.  The  constituent  Dody,  hoW' 
ever,  would  oe  justly  alarmed,  if  Cougress  were 
to  say  that  the  members  should  be  exempt  from 
the  duty,  while  their  constituents  pay  it;  and  yet, 
in  the  article  of  postage,  this  is  exactly  the  case, 
as  every  member  who  has  private  business  to 
transact  makes  use  of  the  post  office  for  that  pur- 
pose, derives  a  benefit  from  it,  and  is  free  from  a 
pecuniary  duty,  which  his  constituents  suffer.  The 
grand  security  in  every  Representative  Govern- 
ment being,  that  the  Representatives  should  them- 
■elves  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations 
w^ch  they  impose  upcm  their  constituents,  he  was 
of  opinion  that,  if  the  privilege  in  question  were 
not  a  direct  infringement  of  this  principle,  even  if 
it  were  but  an  indirect  or  collateral  one^  Congress 
would,  nevertheless,  act  wisely  in  reluqni^ing 
it;  nor  would  the  diffusion  of  information  be 
checked  by  its  abolition. 

The  abuses  attendant  on  this  privilege,  he  had 
not  himself  examined  into.  He  took  them  on  the 
authority  of  other  gentlemen,  who  had  been  at  the 


3(;  but,  since  it  wasacknowledged 
V  exist,  he  thought  it  but  reason- 
able to  conclude  tnat  they  would  increase  in  pro- 


portion to  the  increasing  number  of  those  who  ate 
to  use  the  privilege ;  and  as  the  House  wilt,  in  a 
ahort  time,  contam  above  a  hundred  members,  the 
abuses  may  be  calcnlated  accordingly.  Moreover, 
the  very  duration  of  the  privilege  will  tend  to  vi- 
tiate the  use  of  il,  as  the  example  of  other  coun- 
tries has  sufficiently  proved.  Every  gentleman 
on  the  floor  must  be  sensible,  that  the  abtises  are 
already  increasing,  and  are  likely  to  increase  still 
more.  He  had  himself  received  two  very  heavy* 
letters  (one  of  them  from  an  utter  stranger^  that 
were  written  merely  for  the  purpose  of  enclosing 
letters  to  other  persons,  and  thus  avoiding  the  pay- 
ment of  postage. 

After  some  further  remarks,  he  concluded  with 
ft  wish,  that  the  clause  might  be  either  slmck  out, 
or  so  modified,  as  only;  to  include  letters  of  a  pub- 
lic nature,  beyond  which  he  thought  it  dangerous 
lo  extend  it. 

Hr.  LivBBMOBB  offered  a  few  remarks,  to  show 
that  the  privilege  is  not  confined  to  the  members, 


to  them  and  their  cmstituents,  who 
derive  from  it  the  advantage  of  communieatiiig 
their  sentiments  to  their  Representatives,  free  from 
postage.  Whence  he  concluded,  that  Representa- 
tive and  constituent  are  only  on  a  footing  of 
equality. 

Mr.  GiLEB  denied  the  equality,  since  the  consti- 
tuent's exemption  from  postage  is  confined  to  thoae 
letters  which  he  writes  to  the  membeia,  and  doe* 
not  include  his  letters  to  any  of  his  fellow  conKt- 

Mr.  LaURAJioE  expressed  his  unwillingness  to 
relinquish  any  privilege  attached  to  an  official  sta- 
tion, unless  good  reasons  were  alleged  for  such  a 
step.  If  he  thought  that  sufficient  reasons  conM 
be  given  for  resigning  a  piivijege  that  was  coeval 
wiui  the  Government  itself,  he  would  concur  with 

Sentlemen  in  divesting  themselves  of  itj  but  be 
id  not  think  the  arguments  adduced  tor  striking 
out  the  clause  possessed  that  weight  which  gen- 
tlemen supposea.  The  privilege  in  question,  though 
perhaps  sometimes  abused,  had,  to  him,  ever  ap- 
peared highly  beneficial,  as  affording  an  easy  com- 
=~-\tion  Between  the  members  and  their  con- 


himself  incompetant  to  decide  from  his  own  judg- 
ment, and  wished  to  obtain  information  from  some 
of  his  well-informed  constituents;  other  gentle- 
men, he  supposed,  were  ofW  in  the  same  jwedi- 
cament;  ana  in  such  cases,  as  their  judgmentwas 
to  be  exercised,  not  for  their  own  advantage,  but 
for  that  of  their  constituents,  he  did  not  tnink 
they  ought  to  procure  the  necessary  information 
at  their  own  private  expense,  but  at  the  public 
charge.  As  there  are  some  evident  advantages 
resulting  from  the  privilege,  he  thought  it  aeces- 
sary  to  examine  whether  the  argument^  ofiered 
for  its  abolition,  were  well  grounded.  It  had  been 
said  that  members  had,  under  cover,  received  let- 
ters which  ought  not  to  have  passed  free;  but  the 
bill,  in  its  present  form,  provides  a  remedy  for  that 
effect,  by  directing  ihat  all  such  letters  shall  be 
sent  to  the  post  office  and  charged  with  postage. 
When  this  regulation  is  made  known  throughout 
the  United  States,  no  more  letters  will  be  so  in- 
closed ;  or  if  any  snould  yet  be  transmitted  in  that 
clandestine  manner,  surely  the  honor  of  the  mem- 
bers may  be  so  far  relied  on,  as  to  expect  that  they 
will,  in  compliance  with  their  own  law,  hand  them 
over  to  the  postmaster.  No  gentleman  will  so  far 
commit  himself  as  to  lay  his  character  open  to 
censure  and  obloquy,  by  conniving  at  sncb  abuses; 
if  they  have  hitherto  existed,  it  may  reasonably 
be  hoped  that  they  will  not  hereafter  prevail  so 
extensively. 

It  had  been  alleged  that  the  privily  would 
produce  a  diminution  in  the  revenue  of  the  post 
office ;  but  he  was  surprised  to  hear  such  an  alle- 
ntioo;  for,  since  it  was  Welt  known  itiat,  during 
the  last  year,  the  post  ofiS<!e  had  yielded  a  net  snr> 
plus  revenue  of  five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  erecting  new  poets,  if  the  privilege  (not- 
wiuistanding  the  many  abuses  chai^d  to  its  ac- 
count) has  still  left  the  post  office  so  productive, 
il  can  hardly  be  soppoied  that,  when  the  abosea 
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«ie  conected,  it  will  opNste 
hetetofore. 

The  privilege  of  franking,  he  thought, 
likely  lo  increaw  than  to  dimmish  the  revei 
the  post  office.  Without  it,  fewer  letters  would 
be  written  by  the  members;  whereas,  those  letters 
in  which  they  communicaie  informatioo  respect- 
ing the  diSerent  subjects  which  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  geneiaUy  produce  other 
letters,  a  single  one  wntten  to  a  commercial  town, 
occasioning  many  others  to  other  towns  on  the 
same  subject. 

The  people,  it  had  been  said,  would  entertain  a 
jealousy  against  their  Repreaentatires,  on  account 
of  the  privilege;  and  would  be  aUnned,  lest  this 
should  open  a  door  for  an  exemption  from  taxes 
in  many  other  instances.  But  are  tbepeople  jea- 
lous of  the  privilege  by  which  the  Constitution 
secures  the  persons  of  the  members  from  arrest, 
daring  their  atieodance  at  the  session,  and  on  their 
way  to  and  from  it,  whilst  other  citizens  are  liable 
to  arrest  at  all  times?  They  are  not;  and  lo  sup- 
pose that  because  the  members  retain  a  privilege 
which  has  been  constantly  used  since  the  first 
formation  of  the  QoTeromeal,  they  will  also  seek 
to  exempt  themselves  from  taxation,  was,  in  his 
opinion,  an  unwarrantable  suppositi<^ 

If  the  privilege  were  taken  away,  he  did  not 
think  the  members  would  be  upon  a  footing  of 
equality.  It  is  well  known  that  many  members 
stand  in  a  more  particular  relation  lo  their  consti- 
tueuts  than  others  do.  Those  who  come  from 
commercial  towns  are  subject  to  more  numerous 
applications ;  and  if  they  are.  at  their  own  expense, 
to  defray  the  postageot  all  ttte  letters  they  receive 
from  their  constituents,  they  will  have  lo  bear  a 
heavier  burden  than  other  members,  to  whcnn  ap- 
plications are  less  frequently  made. 

The  clause  under  consideration  contemplates 
an  exemption  from  postase  for  all  official  commu- 
nications. Now,  if  gentlemen  admit  the  princi- 
ple, that  the  officers  of  Government,  who  are  paid 
for  their  services,  ought  not  to  bear  the  expense 
of  those  commtmicauons,  why  should  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  body  be  taxed  for  commu- 
nications of  a  similar  nature?  If  the  members  be 
obliged  to  pay  postage,  why  should  not  the  public 
c£cers  pay  it  in  like  manner?  If  any  distinction 
were  nutde  in  this  particular,  there  would  be  no 
(nuality  in  the  application  of  the  principle }  and 
i^for  the  sake  of  equalitr,  the  whole  clause  were 
struck  out,  and  the  privilege  taken  awav  from  all 
parties,  then  the  public  would  have  bills  to  pay 
tor  the  postage  of  those  officers  who  receive  com- 


>  and  unjust,  to  expect  that  they  should,  at 
their  own  expense,  defray  the  postage  of  letters  on 
official  business. 

Mr.  WiLLiiMSON  observed,  that  the  bill  c(hi- 
contemptates  the  establishment  of  double  the  num- 
ber of  post  offices  that  were  before  in  existence ; 
that  many  of  the  new  ones  do  not  promise  to  be 
very  productive,  some  of  them  not  being  likely  to 
pay  five  shillings  in  the  pound.  Tbat&e  charge 
for  the  last  year  was  twenty-^ve  thousand  dollars} 


and  that,  if  die  post  office  be  not  supported,  the 
means  will  be  wanting  to  aid  the  diffusion  of  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  Ladbance  thought,  that  vrith  moderate  rates 
of  postage,  andasCrict  attention  to  the  regulations 
ettablisbed  in  the  bill,  there  would  be  little  dan- 
ger of  a  deficiency  of  revenue  to  support  the  post 
office.  He  did  not  think  the  additional  posts  would 
so  fi«  exceed  the  revenue  as  the  gentleman  last 
up  seemed  lo  apprehend.  Even  if^they  did  hap- 
pen to  exceed  it,  he  was  willing  to  go  somewhat 
beyond  the  income  of  the  post  office,  for  the  sake 
of  a  more  extensive  circulation  of  intelligence; 
and  the  additional  sums  that  might  be  appued  t( 


purpose,  he  would  consider"  as  money  well 

expended.  He  did  not.  however,  entertain  any 
apprehensions  on  this  uead;  but  expected,  that 
notwithstanding  all  the  new  posts,  a  surplus  would 
still  be  found,  instead  of  a  d^ciency. 

Mr.  BonoiNOT  observed,  that  the  privilege  of 
franking  is  both  personal  and  official ;  and,  in  both 
poinu  of  view,  perfectly  justifiable,  As  an  rffi- 
cial  privilege,  he  thought  its  propriety  would  not 
adiml  of  a  doubt;  for  if  men  m  <^ce  be  not  exo- 
nerated from  those  expenses  which  the  perform- 
ance of  dieir  duty  entails  on  them,  their  salaries 
must  be  raised  to  indemnify  them,  as  they  cannot 
be  expected  to  serve  the  public  for  nothing.  As 
a  personal  privilege,  he  also  thought  it  necessary, 
in  order  to  preserve  equality  between  the  mem- 
bers from  the  distant  parts  of  the  Union,  and  those 
who  live  near  the  seat  of  Ooveroment.  It  was 
wise,  he  observed,  to  apply  iH«per  remedies  to 
every  inconvenience  resulting  from  the  remote- 
ness of  .situation;  and  a  member  who  comes  from 
the  distance  of  five  or  six  hundred  miles,  would 
by  no  means  stand  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
another  whose  place  of  residence  is  less  remote 
unless  he  received  a  compensation  for  the  local 
disadvantages  under  which  he  labors.  This  cir- 
cumstancenad  been  attended  to,  when  the  travel- 
ling charees  of  the  members  were  settled,  and  a 
greater  aUowance  was  made  to  those  from  the 
more  distant  States,  than  Itom  the  nearer  ones. 
In  the  article  of  postage,  a  member  from  Oeorgia 
or  New  Hampshire,  would  be  oUiged  to  pay  more 
than  a  member  from  New  Jersey;  and  unleas  a 
compensation  be  allowed,  adequate  to  the  increase 
of expense,aTi8iblelnequalttymustprerail.  Sup- 
pose tne  price  of  boarding  were  raised  in  Philadel- 
phia to  sa  dollars  per  day,  could  the  compensa- 
tions be  then  considered  as  equal,  unless  the  mem- 
bers were,  either  by  the  nivili^  of  fianking,  or 
by  an  extra  aUowance  for  their  postage,  exone- 
rated from  the  expense  of  that  necessary  eorre- 
spondesce  which  they  are  obliged  to  maintain 
with  tlieir  families  and  their  constituents?  The 
privilege  eases  the  public  from  the  payment  c£  a 
higher  compensation;  itwas  known  and Dsedwhm 
-      itiled,  and  the  sum  wa« 


had  been  mentioned,  ha 
-jknowledgcd,  that,  according  to  his  ideas  on  that 
subject,  die  pnvilege  had  been  abused,  though,  aa 
snne  other  gendemen  understood  the  matter,  no 
abuse  had  been  committed;  for  some  dio«^^ 
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thenuelrea  entitled  to  use  the  piiTilq;e  in  &toi 
oftheii  friends.  But  when  the  law  txpretsij  pro- 
hibits ttie  members  to  do  so  in  future,  ctui  it  be 
imagined  that  they  will  pay  tesa  r^^rd  to  the 
moral  obligation  of  obeying  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, than  the  other  officers  of  Gorernment?  Qen- 
tlemea  acknowledged  that  the  latter  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  retain  the  pririlege,  and  seraami  ta  con- 
fine all  the  abuses  to  the  members  of  Congress ; 
but  if  it  could  be  guarded  in  the  hands  of  others, 
it  could  be  equally  so  in  the  hands  of  the  mem- 
bers, from  whom  it  was.  reasonable  to  expect  as 
scrupulous  an  obedience  to  the  laws,  as  would  be 
paid  by  the  public  officers. 

The  calculation  that  had  been  made  (by  Mr. 
Wiluamsoh)  of  the  rcTenae  that  would  hare  ac- 
crued from  the  franked  letters,  if  they  had  been 
charged  at  the  usual  rate,  produced  on  his  mind 
an  effect  very  different  from  what  was  intended. 
The  postage,  it  was  said,  from  this  eity  only  to 
New  York,  would  hare  amounted  to  near  five 
thousand  dollars  in  a  single  year;  and  would  any 
gentleman  wish  to  subject  the  members  to  so  heavy 
a  tax?  If  the  letters  were  not  written,  the  post  of- 
fice would  gain  nothing  on  them;  if  written  and 
charged  wim  postage,  at  the  expense  of  the  mem- 
bers. It  woiild  be  impossible  for  any  one  but  a  man 
of  fortune  to  come  forward  and  represeoi  his  fel- 
low-citizens on  the  floor  of  Congress.  This  cir- 
cumstance would,  in  its  consequences,  abridge  the 
libertjr  of  the  people  in  the  choice  of  their  Repre- 
sentatiTcs,  a  enoiee  which  the  citizens  of  America 
hare  a  right  to  make  at  their  pleasure,  electing 
men  of  talents  and  integrity  to  represent  them, 
whether  possessed  of  fortunes,  or  without  them. 

If  it  was  gentlemen's  intention  to  abolish  the 
privilege  of  franking  altogether,  withoot  making 
an  exception  in  favor  of  the  deputy  postmasterE, 
the  deputies  in  every  part  of  the  Union  would  re- 
sign their  offices,  and  how  could  the  business  of 
'the  post  office  be  carried  on,  without  postmasters? 
If  men  of  character  caimot  be  found  to  fill  the 
vacancies,  the  post  ofSce  will  be  exposed  to  very 
great  danger,  and  people  will  be  afraid  to  intrust 
their  valuable  letters  to  men  of  bad  character. 
Most  of  the  present  postmasters  are  men  of  repu- 
table characters ;  and  what  is  their  inducement  to 
accept  the  employmenti  Not,  surely,  the  trifling 
consideration  of  a  few  dollars  per  annum,  bat  the 
advantage  of  writing  an  oceasitmal  letter  free  from 
postage,  and  the  convenience  of  having  the  post 
attending  at  theii  own  houses  once  or  twice  a 
week.  From  the  abolition  of  the  privilege,  the 
post  office  would  suffer  much  greater  injury  than 
gentlemen  seemed  to  be  aware  of.  It  was  wrong 
to  suppose  that  the  same  number  of  letters  would 
be  written  if  it  were  taken  away ;  and  if  retained, 
the  additional  weight  of  letters  would  prove  no 
inconvenience.  In  answer  to  the  ailments,  drawn 
from  the  expense  of  the  new  roads,  against  the 
competency  of  the  post  office  to  support  itself  from 
.  its  own  revenue,  he  observed,  that  the  additional 
expense  will  be  only  twelve  thousand  five  hnndred 
dollars;  that  the  surplus  of  the  last  year  had  been 
five  thousand ;  and  it  the  old  established  roads  eoo- 
tiane  equally  productive,  ^d  the  new  ones  pfo- 


dnce  even  tea  sfaillings  in  the  pound,  the  post  office 
will,  on  the  whole,  come  so  near  defraying  itself 
that  the  trifling  deficiency  will  not  be  an  object 
worthy  of  attention. 

Mr.  White  observed,  that  if  the  section  w«re 
retained  in  its  present  form,  a  member,  who  total- 


twenty  days  after  it,  carry  on  a  free  correspoad- 
'9  every  part  of  the  United  States,  on  his 
rivate  business.  This,  he  thought,  Vr  no 
reasonable.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  have 
the  privilege  limited  to  members  actually  attend- 
ing their  duty  in  Ccmgress,  and  confined,  more- 
over, to  letters  coming  from,  or  written  to,  the 
State  that  each  member  represents;  for  he  be- 
lieved that  very  few  ^ntlemen  in  the  House  eor- 
— Bpond  on  public  bnstness  with  other  States  than 
eir  own. 

Mr.  MuaaAY  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  all 
the  officers  of  Chivemmeni  ought  to  hare  tbe  pri- 
vilege of  sending  and  receiving  letters  on  cdGeial 
busmess,  free  of  postage;  but  ha  thought  thai  tbe 
members  of  CongreEs  ought  not  to  enjoy  the  same 
advantage.  When  genuemen  argued  this  ques- 
tiMi,  as  relating  to  themselves,  it  appeared  to  nini 
to  be  very  liftle  more  than  a  cmnpetirion  between 
personal  privilege  and  public  utiutj.  The  aboli- 
tion of  the  privilege  would,  in  his  opinion,  prove 
highly  advantageous  to  tbe  post  office,  especially, 
when  the  nnmMr  of  the  members  is  increased. 

Mr.  HiLLHOOBG  observed,  that  the  privilege  was 
eonferred  on  the  public  officers,  for  tbe  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  transact  the  [mUic  business;  and 
it  was  for  tbe  same  purpose,  the  members  were 
to  enjoy  it.  That  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  a 
greater  degree  of  virtue  in  the  public  officers  than 
m  the  members  of  Congress;  and  that  abuses  are 
as  likely  to  arise  from  tbe  former  as  from  tbe  lat- 
ter. He  thought  it  was  placing  the  characters  of 
the  members  on  a  very  low  footing,  Indeed,  to  say 
that  tbe  public  officers  will  never  aouse  tbe  privi- 
l^e,  but  that  the  members  will  crush  the  post 
o&ce  under  a  heap  of  abuses.  To  m^e  a  mem- 
ber pay  for  letters  on  public  business,  would  be 
taxing  him  merely  beeause  he  is  a  member;  for, 
if  he  were  not  so,  be  would  receive  none  of  those 
letters.  Some  of  the  State  Qovemments  had  al- 
ready subjected  the  officers  of  the  Oeneral  Oo- 
vemment  to  a  tax  on  their  salaries ;  and  if  the 
present  motion  were  earned,  it  might  furnish  them 
with  a  hint  for  proceeding  a  step  further,  and  tax- 
ing the  comp^isations  of  tne  members,  u  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  be  subjected  to  impositions  that 
will  depreciate  his  compensation ;  if  bis  privileges 
be  so  abridged  as  to  leave  it  inadequate,  a  pecuni- 
ary addition  will  become  necessary;  otherwise,  no 
man  can  occupy  a  seat  in  tbe  House,  except  a  man 
of  large  fortune — a  circumstance  that  would  be 
pregnant  with  tbe  most  calamitous  consequences. 
Whereas,  if  the  doors  of  Congress  be  left  accessi- 
ble to  every  citizen,  proper  characters  will  be  elect- 
ed, without  respect  to  fortune,  if  the  privilege 
were  to  be  withdrawn  from  tbe  members,  be  hoped 

- nuallv  f'^-''^  -  ^ -       - 
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be  made,  Bttribntini  a  greater  or  less  degree  of 
integrity  either  lo  tEe  members  or  to  Ae  pubfa'c 
ofGcers. 

Mr.  Mdrbat  replied,  that  he  meant  no  reflec- 
tion on  the  characters  of  the  members^  when  he 
tiui  them  in  competition  with  the  public  officers. 
If  the  priYilege  were  withdrawn  from  the  former, 
the  door  would  be  still  open  for  any  gentleman  to 
introduce  a  mode  of  communication,  oetween  the 
constituents  and  their  Re [vesenta lives,  that  would 
be  less  liable  to  abuses.  Memorials,  petitions,  &c. 
might  come  enclosed  to  the  SpeaRer.  or  to  tht 
Cleric  of  the  House;  and  eTery  i^rsoa  forwarding 
such  papers  might,  by  an  endorsement,  desi^ar 
the  particular  member  whom  he  "frould  wish  1 
take  charae  of  them. 

From  ae  complexion  of  the  debate,  a  Strang) 
might  have  been  tempted  to  imagine  that  the  point 
in  dispaie  was,  whether  or  not  the  members  should 
be  permitted  lo  hold  corre^ndeace  wilb  their 
friends  and  their  constituents;  whereas,  in  fact, 
the  only  question  was,  whether  they  woold  relin- 
quish a  privilege  which  they  had  uQeonstituiion- 
allf  assumed;  since  the  Constitution,  in  enume- 
ratm^  the  several  privileges  conferred  on  the  Le- 
ffisletive  body,  is  totally  silent  on  the  subject  of 
franking. 

The  mature  of  the  Executive  DenaTtment  re- 
quires secrecy  and  despatch;  and  tnis  was  one 
reason  why  he  wished  the  public  officers  should 
be  allowed  to  retain  the  privilege  of  franking;  but 
the  same  a^;umeat  could  not  be  urged  in  favor  of 
continuing  it  to  the  membeis  of  Congress,  whose 
operations  are  deliberate  and  open  to  the  putdic 
«ye;  to  diminish  the  number  and  bulk  ol  their 
communications,  by  depriving  them  of  this  uncon- 
stitutional and  unnecessary  privilege,  so  br  from 
impeding  the  diffusion  of  intelligence,  wottld, 
the  contrary,  promote  it,  by  increasing  the  ren 
nue  of  the  post  office,  and  thus  fecilitating  the  m( 
extensive  circulation  of  newspapers. 

Mr.  OiLEa  wished  the  motion  so  modified,  as 
meet  the  idea  of  the  gentleman  last  up.  The  chief 
danger  of  the  pririlege  appearing  to  result  from 
its  wing  vested  in  the  members.  In  the  course 
of  the  ^bate,  he  had  observed,  that  when  the  tax- 
ation of  members  of  Congress  was  mentioned,  an 
apprehension  had  been  expressed,  lest  they  should 
be  subjected  to  any  new  burdens;  but  that  tender 
regard  for  their  pnvil^es,  which  made  gentlemen 
so  cautious  of  givins  up  any  one  of  tbem,  would, 
he  believed,  inspire  Ibem  wtth  an  equal  degree  of 
caution,  if  ever  Aere  should  be  question  of  taxing 
members  of  Congress. 

A  gentleman  had  declared  himself  unwilling  to 
relinqubh  this  privilege;  bntj  previous  to  sncn  a 
declaratiDD,  the  possession  of  it  ought  to  be  clearly 
proved.  The  Constitution,  from  which  Congress 
derive  all  their  rights,  does  no  where  mention  snch 
a  privilege.  The  privilege  of  freedom  from  arrest, 
does  not.  it  was.said,  give  umbrage  to  the  consti- 
tuent body;  but  the  reason  is  evident,  and  that  is, 
that  the  Constitution  expressly  grants  It.  Snp- 
pose,  however,  the  members  of  CSmgrtss  had  Ine 
further  privil^  of  not  being  oUigeu  to  pay  the^ 
debts;  this,  in  addition  to  the  ether  priril^^es, 
2d  Con.— 11 


would  justly  alarm  their  constituents-  Here  he 
saw  an  exemption  from  a  pecuniary  obligation — 
and  the  principle  he  considered  as  dangerous.  Oli 
this  ground,  he  wished  the  question  might  be  taken 
on  the  privilege,  merely  as  it  respected  the  mem- 
bers; for,  as  to  the  Executive  officers,  he  had  not 
the  same  objection  to  their  possessinsj  it,  since  the 
mode  in  which  they  should  use  it  is  to  be  pre- 
scribed, not  by  themselves,  but  by  the  Legislature, 
who  might  safely  be  intrusted  in  conferring  piiri- 
leges  on  the  officers  of  Goveroment;  but  gentle- 
men were  proceeding  further,  and  going  to  deter- 
mine what  privileges  they  should  fliemselves  en- 
joy; The  Representatives  were  not  to  be  subject 
to  the  same  duty  that  was  imposed  on  their  con- 
stituents, and  this  was  what  struck  him  as  highly 
dangerous.  He  hoped  other  gentlemen  would 
view  the  subject  in  the  same  point  of  light;  and 
if  it  appeared  equally  serious  to  them,  he  trusted 
that  no  arguments  of  policy  would  be  set  up  against 
the  CoDsIitntion. 

The  nse  of  the  i»iTilege,  during  the  time  past, 
had  been  given  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  its  f\i- 
ture  retention;  but  if  the  members  had  assumed 
an  imjustifiable  privilege,  and  used  it,  could  that 
improper  use  furnish  a  sufficient  reason  for  its 
continuance'?  The  privilege  in  question  is  a  per- 
sonal advantage,  not  enjoyed  by  our  constituents, 
and  invcJves  the  violation  of  a  most  important 
principle. 

He  concluded,  by  reminding  die  House  that  the 
Constitution  has  conferred  on  the  members  every 
privilege  which  was  thouglii  necessary ;  and  that 
if  they  swelled  the  catalogue,  by  the  addition  of 
any  new  privilege,  it  would,  in  net,  be  adding  a 
new  clause  to  the  Constitution.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  gentlemen  would  proceed  with  caution, 
especially  when  they  were  treading  on  what  might 
be  considered  as  at  least  doubthl  ground. 

The  question  being  now  called  for,  and  passing  - 
in  the  negative,  the  section  was  retained. 

The  amendment  to  the  twenty-third  section 
was  also  agp'eed  to,  subjecting  newspapers  con- 
veyed in  the  mail,  to  a  postage  of  one  cent  for  one 
hundred  miles,  and  acent  and  a  half  for  any  great- 
er distance. 

Section  twenty-five,  as  amended  and  agreed  to, 
authorizes  the  postmasters  of  Portsmouth  New 
Hampshire,  Boston,  Providence,  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore,  Annapolis,  and  Charleston 
SouthCarolina,  to  send  the  letters  to  the  houses 
of  the  persons  to  wholn  addressed,  and  to  char^^, 
for  such  conveyance,  one  cent  on  each  letter,  m 
addition  to  the  postage. 

Having  proceeded  through  all  the  amendments, 
the  House  adjourned. 

TBcaanAT,  December  29. 
Ordered,  That  the  written  Message,  of  yester- 
day, from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to- 
gether with  Ae  Letter  of  the  Attorney  General, 
therein  referred  to,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  was  committed  the  Report  of  the  At- 
torney Qmeral,  on  the  Judiciary  system  of  the 
United  Btaies. 
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Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Jaiaet  Ramaej, 
by  Joseph  Baraes,  his  attocney  in  fact,  which  lay 
OQ  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  "  Ad  act  to  promote  (he  progress 
of  useful  arts." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  which 
lay  OD  the  table,  for  establishing  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  within  the  Unit^l  States,  together 
with  the  amendments  thereto;  and  the  same  be- 
ing further  amended.  Ordered,  That  the  seven- 
teenth and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  said  bill  be 
ie-commit(ed  to  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire, 
Mr.  Laurahce,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Bourne, 
of  Massachusetts. 

Fbidat,  December  30. 
The  sereral  petitions  of  Isaac  Benjamin,  James 
Bray,  David  Brown.  John  Camachao,  Thomas 
Chuidler,  Philip  Durk,  and  George  Dnrk,  Thomas 
Jones,  John  Krysler,  William  Millei,  and  Aaron 
Siralton,  were  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
teapectirely  praying  compensation  or  relief  for 
supplies  fumiGhed,  services  rendered,  wounds  re- 
ceived, or  injuries  sustained,  io  the  Anny  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  war.  Reterred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War.  with  instruction  to  examine 
the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the 

A  petition  of  Abraham  DarlingttKi  was  present- 
ed to  the  House  and  read,  praying  to  receive  pay- 
ment for  property  impre^ed  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  army,  duriDE  the  late  war.  Referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  repoft  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  John  Churchman  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  the  patronage  of  Go- 
vemment  to  enable  him  to  undertake  a  voyage  to 
Baffin's  Bay,  for  the  purpose  of  making  discove- 
Ftes  to  confirm  bis  iew  theory  of  the  variation  of 
the  magnetic  needle;  Also,  that  the  penalties 
imposed  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  promote 
the  progress  of  useful  arts,"  may  be  increased. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PETITION  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND  CO.,  PA. 
A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Northomberland,  in  the  State  of  Pemuylvauia, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
an  act,  passed  last  sesuon,  imposing  duties  on  spi- 
rits distilled  within  the  United  States,  may  be  re- 

On  motion  to  refer  the  petition  to  the  Secretairy 
of  the  Treasury- 
Mr.  OiLEs  ODJected  to  such  reference  as  impro- 
per.   He  thought  the  subject  cognizaUe  by  the 
Honse  onlf. 

Mr.  Gbrry  made  some  remark:^  which  were 
oj^posed  to  a  more  particular  attention  to  this  pe- 
btion  than  to  others  on  the  same  subject.  He 
thought  the  petition  improper,  as  it  prays  for  a 
repeal  of  the  law.  He  threw  out  some  reflections 
on  the  people  of  the  Western  counties  for  their 
wa  01  patriotism,  in  not  paying  taxea  for  the 


'  support  of  their  State  Government;  and  now,  said 
he,  they  appear  to  wish  to  get  rid  of  all  coDtribn- 
tion  for  the  support  of  the  General  Government 
also. 

Mr.  FiNDLBY  observed,  that  it  had  been  custom- 
ary to  refer  the  petitions  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  If  this  regulation  had  not  been  adopt- 
ed, he  should  now  be  opposed  to  it.  He  rejplied 
to  Mr.  Gerry,  and  defended  the  character  of  the 
people  of  the  Western  counties ;  said  they  had 
paid  their  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  Stale  Go- 
vernment with  promptitude.  Observalions  of  a 
contrary  kind,  he  knew,  had  got  into  the  newspa- 
pers, which  he  thought  were  very  uncandid  and  im- 
proper ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  hear  such  observa- 
tions from  the  members  of  this  House.  The  pre- 
sent petition,  however,  is  not  from  a  Western 
county. 

The  motion  for  the  reference  was  agreed  10. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITUBEe. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  eiiead 
the  time  limited  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  United  States  with  the  individual  States  ^ 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Mohlem- 
BERO  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an  amend- 
ment thereto ;  which  was  twice,  read  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  were  refened  several  mo- 
tions for  obtaining  annual  and  regular  statements 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  mo- 
neys, and  for  a  due  examination  of  soch  state- 


Mr.  LivEBUORE  rose  for  inquiry  as  to  the  de- 
nomination of  Legislative  proceedmgs  which  this 
report  was  to  receive,  whelner  it  was  to  be  enact- 
ed into  a  law,  or  to  be  considered  as  a  standing 
rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Gerry  replied.  He  said  the  object  wus  to 
obtain  such  information,  from  time  to  time,  as  vas 
necessary  to  forming  a  judgment  respecting  the 
propriety  of  additional  taxes.  Thect»Dmitteehas 
taken  such  steps  as  they  thought  proper ;  the  re- 
sult is  before  the  House,  and  it  remains  for  them 
to  dispose  of  it  as  they  may  think  proper.  He 
thougnt  there  would  be  a  propriety  in  making  its. 
standing  rule  of  the  House.  It  would  be  acting 
agreeaUy  to  the  Constitution,  which  expressly 
says  that  such  an  account  shall  be  exhibited. 

Mr.  LivEBMORB  said  he  could  not  see  any  pro- 

Sriety  in  this  mode  of  proceeding.  He  was  in 
Lvor  01  as  fiill  ao  investigation  into  the  expendi- 
tures of  public  money  as  any  man ;  but  he  thought 
that  no  rule  or  standing  order  of  the  House  could 
control  the  law.  A  law  is  already  enacted  for  the- 
regulation  of  the  Treasury  De{Mrtment ;  if  this 
law  is  defective,  it  may  be  amended  ;  but  he  had 
no  idea  of  doing  business  in  this  way.  As  the 
gentleman  has  observed,  we  have  a  right  to  call 
£)r  such  an  account  whenever  we  please,  agreea- 
bly to  the  laws  already  enacted,  ana  therefore  the 
resolution  seems  to  be  superceded.  Besides,  he 
doubted  whether  the  power  of  this  House  extend 


v.^,. 
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ed  to  the  making  rules  vhich  sbaU  bind  any  fu- 


Mr.  OtLEB  undertook  to  show,  from  the  Coosti- 
tution  tbat  one  Congress  had  a  right  to  prescribe 
rules  for  a  lubeequenl  Congress.    He  showed  that 


KTeral  disadTantages 
traiy  position,  and  in 
sequence  of  the  House  having 


traiy  position,  and  in  fact  do  already  e 

'louse  having  acted  a 

supposition. 


the  oppo- 


Mr.  UEBBT  conteaded,  that  the  regulation  pro- 
posed was  neccBsary,  in  order  to  securing  this  im- 
portant object.  The  House  had  a  right  to  call  for 
this  information ;  the  Conatituticm  has  made  it  our 
duty  to  do  so,  and  we  have  a  right  to  say  in  what 
manner,  and  at  what  periods,  this  information 
shall  he  received. 

Mi.  Bookne  said,  he  conceived  the  lesolulions 
were  entirely  superfluous,  as  the  law  waa  eipress 
<m  the  subject.  He  called  for  the  reading  oi  the 
law  -,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Bakhwell  spoke  in  &voi  of  the  resoln- 

Mi.  LivBSKORE  denied  the  right  of  one  House 
to  impose  rules  on  another.  The  supposition,  in 
his  opinion,  was  contrary  to  several  express  pro- 
visions in  tne  Constitution ;  to  jtrove  which,  he 
referred  to  several  parts  of  that  mstiument 

Mr.  MuBRAY  was  of  opinion  that  the  practice  of 
the  House  justified  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions 
now  under  consideration.  He  referred  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury's  report  on  Mauufaclureit 
which  had  been  ordered  by  a  former  House,  and 
received  by  the  present. 

Mr.  Oerbv,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bourne,  observed, 
that  the  article  in  the  law  just  read,  had  respect 
only  to  the  Mttnui^of  recerptsand  expenditures. 
An  estimate,  he  supposed,  was  a  very  different 
Ihine  from  an  account. 

}A\.  Williamson  supported  the  resolutions.  He 
said  the  present  Confess  had  a  right  to  make 
such  rules  and  regulaUons  respecting  the  Treasu- 
ry as  they  thought  proper ;  and  to  say  that  those 
rules  shall  be  perpetual ;  still  a  future  Congress 
may  repeal  them,  and  establish  others  which  they 
may  say  shall  be  standing  rules. 

Mr.  Nii^B  wished  some  rules  similai  to  those 
pvposed  should  be  adopted.-  He  denied  the  right 
of  one  Congress,  in  its  rules  and  regulations,  to 
biod  another.  On  this  principle,  the  present  House 
may  choose  a  Speaker  for  a  subsequent  House. 
The  question  never  has  been  for  repealing  the 
roles  and  regulations  of  a  former  House ;  but, 
whether  they  shall  be  adopted?  He  wished  for 
~  '         ]  the  subject  but  was  opposed  to  the  in- 


sures to  obtain  the  information  in  question ;  but 
he  thought  the  present  House  had  no  more  right 
to  bind  a  fHiture  House  by  a  standing  rule  in  this 
respect,  than  they  have  to  say  that  the  Speaker  of 
the  next  House  diall  wear  a  tie-wig.  He  moved 
an  amendment,  by  making  the  resolution  to  read, 
"that  the  return  should  be  made  on  the  fourth 
Monday  of  October  next."  This  motion  was  se- 
conded, but  not  agreed  la 
One  of  the  reMutioos  offered  by  the  Commit- 


£.  agreed  K 


tee,  after  some  modifica 

Aeso/wfiThat  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, on  the  fourth  Monday  of  October  in 
each  year,  if  Congress  shall  then  be  in  seasiou,  or  if 
not  then  in  session,  within  the  first  week  of  the  ses- 
sion next  following  the  said  fourth  Monday  of 
October,  an  accurate  statement  and  account  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  money^ 
down  to  the  last  day  inclusively  of  the  month  of 
December  immediately  preceding  the  said  fourth 
Monday  of  October,  distinguishing  the  amount  of 
the  receipts  in  each  State  or  District,  and  from 
each  officer  therein  j  in  which  statements  shall 
also  be  distinguished  the  expenditures  which  fall 
under  each  head  of  appropriation,  and  shall  be 
shown  the  sums,  if  any,  which  remain  unexpend- 
ed, and  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  statement, 
of  each  and  every  of  Euch  appropriation. 

Mai4DAY,  January  2,  1792. 

Ad  engtossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  limited  for 

settling  Uie  Accounts  of  the  United  States  with 

the  individual  States  was  read  the  third  time  and 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  a  statement  of 
the  disposition  of  the  sums  expended  from  the  ten 
thoumnd  dcdlara  appropriated  for  contingent  ex- 
penees  of  Oovemm«iit. 

ELECTION  OF  PREaiDENT  AND  VICE  PRE- 
SIDENT. 

The  House  then  took  up.  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  relative  to  the  electi(m  of  a  Preai- 
dent  and  Vice  President,  &c.,  Mr.  MtiHLENBERa 
in  the  Chair. 

The  ninth  section  being  luder  consideraticna :  a 
motion  had  been  made  to  strike  out  "  the  President 
of  the  Senate  ftro  tempore  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,"  dtc. 

The  question  being  divided,  the  vote  on  the 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore  was  put  and 
ne^tived  j  tbat  on  the  Speaker  (rf  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives was  also  negatived.  The  tenth, 
eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thirteenth  sections,  were 
discussea  and  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
with  the  amendments  to  the  House.  Tke  House 
took  the  same  into  consideration.  The  first  amend- 
ment was  not  adopted.  The  second  amendment 
was  to  insert  "Legislature"  instead  of  "authority," 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Williamson,  then  renewed  the  motion  to 
strike  out  of  the  ninth  section  the  words  "  the  Pre- 
sident rf  the  Senate  pro  len^ore,  and,  in  case 
there  shall  be  no  President  of  the  Senate,  then  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
time  being." 

A  division  of  the  said  motion  was  called  for. 
Whereupon, 

The  question  being  put  for  striking  out  the 
words  "  the  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore" 
it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  24,  nays  27,  as 
follows: 
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YuB. — John  Biqitiit  Aihe,  Abnhani  Baldwin,  Jolm 
Brown,  Williun  Findley,  Thomu  Fiaimota,  WillUin 
B.  GilM,  Sunuel  Ctriffin,  Iirael  Jaooba,  Richkrd  BUnd 
Lea,  Nalhaniel  Macsn,  Judw  Htdison,  Prtdanck  An- 
nstiH  Mnhlenbwf,  Jcdin  ftge,  Jooih  Ptifcra,  Joahna 
Beney,  Simnel  Starrett,  Jonalluui  Stntgaa,  Thonui 
8«unpieT,  GeoTgo  ThatetUr,  Abraham  Vaiuble,  Antho- 
DT  WBTne,  Alezauder  Wliila,  Hugh  WilliamKoi,  and 
fWdaWUIi.. 

Ntsa^-Fiahtr  Ames,  Sob«it  Baniwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
Km,  Eliai  Boudinot,  Sheujaihub  Bonme,  Benjamin 
Bonme,  Abrahaia  Claik,  Elbridxe  Oer^Nidwlu  Git 
man,  BenjaniiD  Goodhue,  Jamea  GoidonTwiUiam  Baiij 
Grore,  Daniel  Heiater,  Philip  Ke;,  Amaat.  Learned, 
Bamnel  LtTermore,  William  Vtias  Murraj,  Natfaantel 
Nil™,  ComeliuB  C.  Schooninater,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Is- 
rael Smith,  William  Smith,  Petei  SjlTeater,  Thamas 
Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wada- 
iTorth,  and  Ajtema«  Ward. 

And  then  the  q^uestion  being  put  for  strikW  out 
the  words  "  and  in  caae  there  shall  be  no  Ptesi- 
denl  of  the  Senate,  theit  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  RepreseatatiTes  for  the  time  being,"  it  was  re- 
atAiei  b  the  affirmative — yeas  36,  nays  S6,  as  fol- 
lows; 

Taia, — Mesars.  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, John  Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fttssim- 
ons,  Elbridgfl  Oeiry,  William  B.  Giles,  Samnel  Griffin, 
Insel  Jaoobi,  Rkhard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
JamM  Madison,  Pivdenck  AugtwMi  Muhlenberg,  liAa 
Page,  Josiah  PaAer,  Joahna  Seney,  Samud  Stemtt, 
Joostban  Stnrgea,  Thomas  Sm^ter,  Gaorge  Tbaldwr, 
Thomas  Tredwall,  Ahnham  Veoable,  Antbonj  Wajne, 
Alexander  Wliite,  Hugh-  WilUamMm,  and  Francia 
Wilha. 

Niis^^eam.  Fiaher  Ainea,  Rnbart  Barnwell,  Eg- 
"oumo,  Ben- 
1  Goodhne, 
B«m  Grofe, 

Philip  Ke;,  Aaron  Kitehell,  Amasa  Learned,  8amnel 
LiTBimore,  William  Vans  Mnrra;,  Nathaniel  Nile^ 
Cornelius  C.  Sehoonmakar,  Jerenuah  Smith,  Israel 
Smith,  WUtiam  Smith,  Peter  BylTester,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tocker,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Aiiemas  Ward. 

A  clause  wks  added  to  the  bill,  on  motion  of 
Mr,  TocKB^  providing  for  the  choice  of  «  Preri- 
ient  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  in  ease  i^  vaean- 
cies  in  the  offices  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  tabla,  and  the 
HcHise  adjourned. 

TuEsoAT,  January  3. 
THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  thi 
mitt«e  to  whom  were  te-committed  the  seven- 
taenlh  and  ewhteenth  sections  of  the  bill  for  esta- 
bii^iW  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
Unitea^  States,  made  a  report:  Whereupon,  the 
amendments  reported  by  toe  said  committee,  in 
]i«u  ef  the  seranteenth  and  eighteenth  sections, 
were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  s^eed  toby 
Ibe  House. 

Sereral  other  amendments  being  proposed  to  the 


allow  the  proprietors  of  stages-  employed  in  cob- 
_     ■.     .. il,  to  carry  paasengera also,  withoui 


mpediment,  on  any 


;ymg  11  .,  ^  , . 

bemgliable  to  molestation  o 
of  tl^  post  roads. 
Aeamst  this  motion  it  was  urged,  that  th«  Cte- 
•.Toi  Government  has  no  right  to  make  any  audi 
prorbion ;  and  that  even  if  it  possessed  the  poiwcr, 
such  an  exertion  of  it  wotild  m  nnjust,  as  it  woald 
interfere  with  the  private  rights  of  individuals,  whsh 
under  the  laws  of  some  Slates,  (Maryland  and 
Virginia,  for  instance)  enjoy  the  exclusive  privl- 
'  ;ge  of  driving  stages  for  the  conveyance  of  tra- 
ders. Under  the  faith  of  the  State  laws,  whicb 
rere  in  existence  before  the  establishment  of  the 
present  Government,  and  have  not  yet  been  abn>- 
^ted,  these  citizens  vested  a  considerable  property 
m  this  business,  in  hopes  of  reaping  an  adequate 
advanta^  from  their  undertakiikf;.  In  many  is- 
stances,  it  was  made  a  condition  in  the  conliaet, 
that  the/  should  make  and  repair  the  roads  M  their 
own  private  expense:  the  terms  they  com)4ied 
with ;  but  they  would  not  have  ihtis  expended  theii 
money,  or  esteblished  the  stages  at  all,  if  they  bad 
not  obtained  a  monopoly  to  secure  them  in  the  ex- 
clusive ei^joyment  of  the  benefits;  and  to  thia  mo- 
nopoly the  public  are  indebted  for  the  cheap  and 
easy  conveyance  which  those  stages  at  preeent 
afford  for  private  paiisengera  and  the  mail  of  the 
United  Stales.  Many  of  the  original  proprieUwa 
have  made  transfers  tn  their  ri^ht,  forconsideraMc 
sums  o{  m(»ey;  nor  can  die  n^ht,  thus  aO(|uired 
by  the  present  proprietors,  be  impaired,  withoM 
an  opea  violation  of  private  contracts,  and  the  in- 
vasion of  a  property  lawfully  purchased,  and  gnar- 
anteed  by  the  Slate  Legislatures, — a  property, 
which  CtHigress  have  no  right  to  take  for  the 
public  use,  without  making  an  adequate  compea- 
sation. 

That  etanse  of  the  Constitution  which  empow- 
er* the  Federal  Government  to  establish  poft 
irfBees  and  post  roads,  cannot,  it  was  said,  bt 
understood  to  extend  {aither  than  the  conveyance 
of  intelligence,  which  is  the  proper  object  m  the 
Post  Office  establishment.  It  gives  no  power  to 
send  men  and  baggage  by  post.  The  State  Govern- 
ments have  always  possessed  the  power  of  stoppag 
or  taxing  passengers ;  that  power  they  have  never 
given  up;  and  the  proposition  now  made  to  wrest 
It  from  them,  mi^nt  t>e  viewed  as  an  attempt  W 
lay  the  State  Legislatures  prostrate  at  the  feet  ef 
the  General  Government,  and  will  give  a  shook  to 
every  State  in  the  Union. 

If,  bythecoDstriMtionofthatchnseoftheCoa- 
stiintion,  which  authorizes  Congfiess  to  maka  all 
laws  necessary  for  carrying  into  exeeution  tke 
several  powers  vested  in  theiri,  they  should  esta- 
blish the  proposed  regulations  for  the  conveyanee 
of  the  mail,  they  may  proceed  &rther,  and  mo  ra- 
etilate  the  post  roads 
from  traveling  on  .        ,         ,       , 

weights  shall  be  carried  on  those  roads,  and  at 
what  seasons  of  the  year;  they  may  remore  erery 
thing  that  stands  in  their  way — they  may  levd 
buildings  to  the  groimd,  under  pretence  of  makiiw 
more  convenient  roads;  they  may  abolish  tolb 
,  uid  tnrapihei)  they  may,  where  an  estaUiabed 
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fetty  liu  bc^  kept  for  a  buttdted  ye«n  put  in  tii« 
nuMt  conyenieot  place  for  ciossiag  a  rivet,  give  the 
post-iider  auihonty  to  set  up  a  new  ooe  beside  it, 
snd  ruin  ttie  oM  establishmrat;  ibe;  may  say,  that 
tke  person  wbo  eames  the  mail  shall  participate 
in  erery  privileKe  that  u  now  ezclusivdy  enjoyed 
by  any  man  or  body  of  men,  ajid  allege,  m  a  rea- 
son fw  ihes«  eucraechmeflta,  that  Ihiey  are  oiily 
a^ceavY  encoungem£ntt  to  carry  the  mail  of  the 
United  States.  In  short,  the  ingenu^yttfiBaii  can 
BOt  devise  any  new  pn^osidon  bo  stnnce  i 
cotsistcnt,  aa  not  to  be  reducible  within  tne 
the  Ccoi^tLtution,  hv  such  a  mode  of 
If  tixsB  were  once  admitted,  the  Constitotioo  would 
be  an  useless  and  dead  letter;  and  it  would  be  to 
no  puTpose,  that  the  States,  in  Convention  assem' 
bled,  had  framed  that  insinunent  to  guide  the 
steps  of  Congress!  as  well  might  they  at  once  have 
gnid,  "  There  ^all  be  a  Congress,  who  shall  have 
fall  power  and  authority  to  make  all  laws,  which 
to  their  wisdom  shall  seem  meet  and  proper-" 

But  the  States  will  never  submit  to  this  new 
regulalion;  noi  will  the  individuals  coocented 
lunely  sttfier  an  invasion  of  those  rights,  which 
tfuj  enjov  under  the  State  laws.  A  cot»est  will 
nnooubteoly  ensue;  and  the  present  proprietors  oC 
the  atages  will  not  fail  to  stop  any  new  s(age-wa- 
aoos  that  carry  paaeengets  along  their  roads,  tvhe- 
thcr  they  carry  the  mail  ot  not.  It  would  be  un- 
wise in  ConffresB  to  eotei  iitto  a  contest  where  the 
adrantage  isbul  trifling,  and  the  risk  much  greater 
periiuia  than  they  axe  aware  of.  It  is  easy  to  blow 
a  imall  spark  into  an  exlensive  flame  j  and  pru- 
dence ou^l  to  caution  them  agaiaet  raising  a  fer- 
ment, which  may  be  productive  of  the  most  serious 
coosequences. 

In  Javoi  of  the  motion  it  was  urged  that  the 
ConstitiUion,  in  authorizing  Congress  to  establish 
post  c^es  and  post  roads,  and  to  make  oil  laws 
necessary  for  carrying  into  execution  the  several 
powers  intrusted  to  them,  has  conferred  en  them 
wuple  powers  respecting  the  point  in  question.  If 
Ae  post  roads  beloi^  to  the  United  States,  then 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States  has  as  good  a 
right  to  use  them,  under  the  regulations  of  Cact- 
gDes8,aij  the  citizens  ofanypaicicular  State,  through 
irhiui  they  happen  to  run.  If  they  belong  to  Ute 
indiTidual  States,  and  are  subject  to  their  regu- 
lation, the  same  authority  that  limits  the  use  of 
tkem  to  particnUu'  wagons,  may  also  say  that  those 
vacone  shall  carry  nothing  else  but  passengers 
ana  thus  even  the  mail  itself  may  be  prevented 
&Mn  passing. 

It  was  thought  hard  that  a  citizen  of  the  United 
StMes  should  ne  prevented  from  traveling  through 
an  individual  Slate  in  a  stage-wagon,  unless  tne 
mgon  belonged  to  that  State.  If  a  right  exists  in 
the  State  L^blature  to  impOae  a  tax  in  this  in- 
stance, they  may  farm  it  out  at  a  high  rate,  and 
make  it  aramml  to  what  they  please:  they  may 
proceed  further,  and  oblige  every  citizen  of  the 
United  Stales  who  travels  within  their  bounda- 
ries, to  purchase  a  certificate  to  entitle  him  to  pass. 

If  the  House  nkeant  to  establi^  the  poet  office 
■t  all,  and  to  have  the  roads  free,  it  was  thought 
naceasary  to  make  such  a  pravision  a8.the  ooe  un- 


der ctHisider^ion.  If  not.  the  Postmaster  General 
may  be  obliged  to  adopt  tne  leas  convenient  moda 
of  having  the  mail  carried  every  where  on  horse- 
back; even  in  this  case,  the  State  Legislatures  may 
subject  the  poet-borses  to  a  tax,  upon  the  sama 
principle  as  the  jiost-cBrriBges. 

The  question,  it  was  said,  could  not  involve  any 
controversy  between  the  United  States  and  the 
individual  States.  It  was  merely  a  judicial  que»> 
tion,  and  determinable  ina  Court  of  Law,  whether 
a  State  has  a  right  to  grant  and  support  such  a 
monopoly.  Other  monopolies  had  existed  before 
the  establi^ment  of  the  Qeneral  Government, 
bat  had  been  since  done  away ;  the  duty  of  ton- 
nage, for  instance,  wiiich  had  been  granted  in  soma 
States  for  the  improvement  of  navigation. 

As  In  the  infringement  of  contracts  made  befora 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  if  the  different 
Conventions  had  agreed  upon  that  ground,  the 
Constitution  itself  would  never  have  been  adopt- 
ed, aa  it  abrogated  not  only  several  private  con- 
tracts, but  even  certain  parts  of  the  Stat*  Coosti- 
tutious  themselves.  But  the  evil,  in  the  present 
case,  would  be  great  indeed,  if  the  States  were 
allowed  a  power  of  repealing  or  annulling  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  under  cover  of  acts 
that  existed  previous  to  its  formation. 

The  laws  of  the  United  States  must  begeneralt 
ihey  must  operate  equally  throughout  the  Union, 
Aor  be  clogged  with  any  iDcumbrances'br  restric- 
tions in  any  one  State  more  than  another.  Tba 
power  of  oarely  establishing  post  roads  woultl 
prove  a  mere  nullity,  unless  accompanied  with  a 
power  of  making  them  useful.  The  stages  are  a 
public  eonvenieace  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  traveling  along  those  roads;  and  if  ^e 
State  Legislatures  exercise  the  power  of  stopping 
and  taxing  those  carriages  at  t^ir-  {Measure,  the 
utility  of  this  mode  of  conveyance,  together  with 
that  of  Ae  roads  themselves,  will  be  in  a  great 
measure  destroyed.  I^  to  prevent  this  evilTand 
the  belter  to  accommodate  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statesj  and  to  facilitate  the  coaveyani^  of  the 
SUic  maiL  Congress  found  it  neeessary  to  esta- 
th  turnpike-roads  from  one  end  of  the  Coatinent 
to  the  other,  the  Constitution  gave  them  fiill  poif>ec 
to  make  such  regulations  and  it  hoped  they  wotd4 
soon  adopt  the  measure. 

Without  coming  to  a  decision,  the  House  a^* 
joumed. 

WcnNEBnAYJ  January  4. 

Mr.  Ladrahch,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
..as  referred  the  memorial  of  Brigadier  Cieneial 
Joseph  Harmtt-,  in  behalf  of  the  conunissianed 
officers  of  the  army,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  representing  the  injuries  they  are  subject  t« 
from  the  cqieration  of  an  act  of  Congress  retetiTB 
to  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts,  and  praying 
a  farther  assumption  of  the  debt  of  that  Btata. 
Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  die  Treasury. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honse  a  hetUt 
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tiom  tbe  Secretary  of  Wur,  accompanying  tus 
report  on  the  memorial  <^  BeDJamin  Lincoln,  in 
behalf  of  himself,  Cyrus  Qriffin,  and  Darid  Hum- 
phreys, late  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  tbe 
United  Slates  for  treating  of  peace  with  the 
Southern  tribes  of  Indians.     Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  report  be 
referred  to  Mr.  Ambb,  Mr.  BonomoT,  and  Mr. 
Steele  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  ibereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  LivsRHORE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Webbjtogether 
with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
thereon,  presented  a  bill  graati^  fhrther  compen- 
sation to  certain  receivers  of  Continental  taxes; 
which  was  reeei*ed,  and  read  the  first  time. 

TBUBeM.Y,  January  5. 

A  bill  granting  further  compensation  to  certain 
receivers  of  Continental  taies  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  which  lay  on  tbe  table,  for  establishing  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States.    Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  further 

amend  the  said  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the 

section,  the  following  clause: 

'■  And  bt  it  farther  enacted.  That  H  shall  be  lawful 
fci  die  carriages,  by  which  the  mail  ihsll  be  conveyed. 


be  po«t  toada,  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Staler" 
Mr.  Clark  objected  to  the  proposition, 
thought  it  would  give  rise  to  a  contest  between 
the  State  and  General  Governments,  which  he 
conceived  was  unnecessary,  and  had  better  be 
avoided. 

Mr.  Seney  also  objected  to  it-  Before  such 
clause  was  agreed  to,  it  certainly  was  incumbent 
on  the  Kenllemen  in  favor  of  it  to  show  that  the 
Tabulations  in  the  several  States  which  would  be 
^ected  by  it  had  or  would  obstruct  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail.  Except  this  was  made  to 
appear,  it  ought  to  be  well  considered  how  far  the 
interference  with  those  privileges  would  tend 
disturb  the  tranquility  or  the  (Ssvernment. 

Mr.  LiTERHORE  said  he  had  no  doubts  (m  t 
subject.  The  ri^ht  of  Congress  to  send  the  mail 
in  that  way  which  will  be  most  for  the  public 
advantage,  cannot  be  controverted.  Let  gentle- 
men consider  what  would  be  the  consequence,  if 
similar  monopolies  existed  in  all  the  other  States ; 
-  it  would  entirely  render  nugatory  dte  power  of 
Congress  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads. 
The  consequences  of  this  are  easily  to  be  con- 
ceived. It  is  said,  that  the  persons  vested  with 
these  exclusive  privileges  have  contracted  on  as 
easy  terms  as  the  Postmaster  General  could  have 
contracted  with  any  other  persons ;  hut  it  does  not 
follow  that  they  will  not  exttvt  in  future— it  cer- 
tainly destroys  all  c«»petitioa,  and  leaves  the 


United  States  entirely  in  the  power  of  these  per- 
He  hoped  that  the  Hotue  would  not  i>en> 


remarks,  in  which  be  justified  the  Stales  of  Mary- 
land ana  Virginia  fat  granting  the  monopolies  in 
lion. 
r.  Gbrrt  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  prapoai- 

He  asserted  that  die  pQwer  to  establish 

post  roads  was  coeval  with  litat  of  eBiaUishing 
post  offices ;  if  the  former  power  is  not  in  Coo- 
gress^  thev  have  already  proceeded  too  far  in  ex- 
ercising the  latter  power.  It  has  been  said,  that 
the  States  had  a  right  to  grant  these  monopoues — 
to  this  he  concedeathat  they  bad,  previous  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution;  but,  in  consequence 
of  toat  event,  all  such  laws  are  null  and  void  of 
course,  it  is  become  necessary  for  Congres  to 
carry  their  power  in  this  respect  into  execution ; 
for  he  had  oeen  informed,  from  good  authority, 
ttiat  the  Postmaster  General  could  not  contract 
with  these  persons  upon  the  same  terms  that  he 
could  with  others.  He  instanced  other  iaconve- 
niences  and  disadvantages  resulting  from  this 
situation  of  things,  especially  by  an  unnecesMry 
detention  of  the  mail  for  two  days  every  week. 
Congress  ought  to  define  and  declare  their  powen, 
that  those  States  which  have  passed  laws  incom- 
patible therewith  may  repeal  tbem.  With  respect 
to  the  power  of  establishing  post  offices,  none  of 
the  States  claim  a  participation  of  that  power; 
and  as  to  the  establishing  post  roads,  if  the  Stain 
possess  any  power  in  that  case.  Congress  certainly 
possesses  concurrent  power;  and  therefore  this  Go- 
vernment may  certainly  make  the  necessary  r^n- 
latioDs,  where  the  States  have  either  made  im- 
proper regulations,  or  no  regulations  at  aU.  He 
conceived  that  justice  to  individuals,  and  to  the 
United  States,  rendered  it  absdulely  necemary  6a 
Congress  to  exercise  the  power. 

Mr.  NiLEs  inquired^  what  is  the  import  of  the 
present  question  ?  Is  it  not,  sir,  whether  you  may 
carry  your  mail  through  any  of  the  States,  on 
toot,  on  horseback,  or  in  a  stage  coach  1  It  is  not 
contended  that  any  law  of  any  State  can,  consii- 
tutionallyj  prevent  this.  The  States,  by  aidopting 
the  Constitution,  have- ceded  their  right  to  yon, 
and  of  course  divested  themselves  of  all  right  to 
prevent  you  from  exercising  it.  But,  sir,  theques' 
tion  is  simply,  whether  Congress  have  a  right  to 
authorize  toe  carrier  of  the  mail  to  carry  passen- 
gers, on  hire,  through  those  States  where  an  ex- 
clusive right  of  carrying  passengers  for  hire  has 
been  granted  by  the  State  Government,  and  still 
exists.  You  are  empowered  by  the  Constitntion 
to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,  and  to  do 
whatever  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry 
that  power  into  effect.  Now,  sir,  is  it  necessary, 
in  order  to  the  transportation  of  your  mail,  that 
you  should  erect  stage-coaches  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  passengers?  What  has  your  mail  to 
do  with  passengers  transported  for  hire?  Why, 
sir,  nothing  more  than  this — by  granting  to  the 
carrier  of  your  mail  a  right  to  carry  passengers  for 
hire,  the  carriage  of  the  mail  may  be  a  little  less 
expensive.    Does  this  consideration  render  it  »e- 
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eeaaary  and  proptr  for  you  to  Tiolate  the  laws  of 
the  States?  IT  not,  vou  will,  by  so  doing,  rii^te 
their  rights,ajid  overleap  the  bounds  of  youi  own. 
This  matter  may  occasion  a  legal  adjudication, 
in  order  to  which  the  Judiciary  must  determine, 
whether  yon  hare  a  ctmttitutiowU  right  to  ( 
blish  this  regulation,  and  this  will  depend  on 
qvestion  whether  it  be  tiMettary  and  proper. 
curious  ^tcretionary  law  question !  Soch  a 
as  I  presume  never  entered  the  thought  of  the 
States  when  they  adopted  the  Constitution-  But, 
air^  if  the  trifling  pecuniary  saving  proposed  by 
this  regulation,  entitles  it  to  the  character  of  an<- 
eea$ary  one,  or,  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  a 
proper  one,  and  so  a  constitutional  one,  what  may 
not  Congress  do  under  the  idea  of  pnrprUtyl  It 
may  be  proper,  tor  the  sake  of  a  more  advanta- 
eeons  contract,for  carrying  the  mail,  to  authorize 
the  carrier  to  erect  ferry-boats,  for  the  transporta- 
tion both  of  the  mail  and  of  passengers — or  to 
grant  the  right  of  driving  herds  of  cattle  over  toll 
bridges  and  turnpike  roads,  toll  free,  in  violation 
both  of  legal  and  prescriptive  rights — to  erect  post- 
houses  under  peculiar  regulations,  and  with  eX' 
elusive  right.  What,  sii,  may  not  be  construed  as 
proper  to  be  done  by  Congress?  Under  this  idea, 
the  whole  powers  vested  m  Congress  by  the  Con- 
atitution  will  be  found  in  the  magic  word  proper; 
and  the  States  might  have  spared,  as  nugatonr,  all 
dieir  deliberations  on  the  Constitution,  and  nave 
constituted  a  Congress,  with  eeneral  authority  to 
legislate  on  every  subject,  and  in  any  manner  it 
mieht  think  pnmer.  What  rights,  then,  remain 
to  the  States?  None,  sir,  but  the  empty  denomi- 
nation of  Republican  Governments.  I  consider 
the  proposition  as  an  attack  upon  the  rights  of  the 
States,  and  shall  therefore  give  my  vote  u;ainst  it. 
Mr.  BtRNWELi.  said  he  had  no  aouhi  ofthe  con- 
Btilutionaliiy  of  the  proposition ;  but  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  present  was  not  the  most  eligible 
time  to  exercise  Mie  power.  Siil}  he  was  of  opinion 
that  Congress  ought  now  to  declare  that  it  would 
exercise  it  at  the  expiration  of  the  contracts  which 
■t  present  eiist  between  particular  States  and 
individuals,  and  he  moved  a  proviso  to  that  effect, 
as  follows: 

"  Prveided,  That  whsnaver  any  ezdoMTe  [oivilege 
<4  ooaveTing  p*ai«ngen  for  hire  in  ttage  carriage*,  on 
any  of  the  toad*  estiiblishad  by  thi»  Uw,  ti»^  been  hisra- 
uia*  granted  by  any  of  the  Stalaa  for  a  term  of  yean, 
audi  udiuiTe  priTilege  *haU  continus  and  be  of  full 
bne  and  eflect,  agieuble  to  the  condition*  thereof  until 
aiich  term  ahall  expire." 


Mr.  LAtTRAMCBwasinaentimentwithMr.  Babn- 
WXLL,  and  seconded  his  motion  for  adding  a  pro- 
viso, as  above. 

Mr.  Clare  obieeted  to  the  proviso;  it  was  le- 
gislating on  a  suDJect  of  which  the  House  was  en- 
twely  ignorant.  We  do  not  knowbow  long  those 
contracts  are  to  exist  j  why  should  we,  then,  in- 
terfere in  a  business  which  we  ought  not  to  do 
any  thing  about.  We  may  set  aside  the  law,  or 
the  State  may  abrogate  it.  but  in  either  case  the 
proprietors  would  be  entitled  to  a  full  indemnifi- 
«ati(».    For  bis  put,  be  thought  the  House  was 


gettmg  into  a  maze — the  hill  has  long  been  under 
coHStderation,  and  we  seem  to  make  no  progress. 
I  could  wish  that  the  whole  bill  was  buried,  and 
that  we  might  hear  no  more  ot  post  offices  and 
post  roads. 

Mr.  Venablb  controverted  the  constitutionality 
of  an  interference  on  the  part  of  Congress  in  re- 
spect to  these  monopolies.  He  observed,  that  the 
Constitution  was  totally  silent  on  the  subject  of 


simply  relates  to  the  ttHosportation 
of  letters.  And  he  conceited  that  the  operation 
of  the  proposition  wonid  be  to  create  monopolies 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

[It  was  here  contended  that  the  proviso  was  not 
in  order.  The  Speaker  said  it  was  not  in  order. 
An  appeal  was  then  made  to  the  House,  which 
Toteo  that  the  proviso  was  in  order,  ana  it  was 
then  discussed.] 

Mr.  Wadswobth  said  he  was  opposed  to  both 
the  clause  and  the  proviso;  he  conceived  there 
was  no  occasion  for  either.  The  Stale  of  Con- 
necticut has  granted  exclusive  privileges  to  run 
stages  in  that  State,  bat  has  reserved  to  itself  the 
power  to  annihilate  those  contracts  at  pleasure; 
and,  whenever  the  General  Oovernment  shall 
make  provision  for  transporting  the  mail  on  those 
roads,  those  exclusive  privileges  will  cease;  and 
he  did  not  know  but  that  this  was  the  case  in 
other  Slates. 

Mr.  LivERHOBE  said  the  proviso  was  the  most 
extraordinary  one  he  had  ever  heard  in  his  life — 
we  in  the  first  place,  in  effect,  abrogate  certain 
taws  of  particular  Stales,  and  then  by  a  proviso 
confirm  those  very  laws. 

Mr.  Ladrakcb  contended  that,  however  extra- 
ordinary the  proviso  may  appear,  it  was  strictly 
proper.  Contracts  are  not  to  be  violated— once 
formed,  they  are  sacred.  The  States  had  a  right 
to  form  those  contracts,  and  to  grant  those  privi- 
leges, and  therefore  the  persons  enjoying  them 
cannot  be  deprived  of  them ;  and  thoufh  the  Gen- 
eral Government  has  undoubtedly  a  right  to  take 
the  most  eligible  methods  for  the  transportation 
ofthe  mail,  yet  the  rights  of  these  people  oi^ht 
—)t  10  be  Tiolated. 

Mr.  GsRRT  opposed  the  proviso.  It  recognind 
the  right  of  the  respective  Stales  to  pass  sncb  laws 

the  first  part  of  the  clause  inteoos  to  abrogate, 

t  only  before,  but  subsequent  to  the  adoption  of 
ihe  Constitution,  which  he  conceived  involved  an 
absurdity.  On  the  general  subject,  he  said,  that 
these  monopolies  were  a  tax,  not  only  on  the  citi* 
zens  of  other  States,  but  of  every  State  in  the 
Union.  He  conceived  that  no  State  possesses  the 
power  of  taxing  the  people  of  the  United  Statea. 

Mr.  BsHSON  remarked,  that  the  proviso  wa* 
improper  and  unnecessary.  Should  any  conse- 
luences  result  from  agreeing  to  the  first  part  of 
he  clause,  they  will  arise  between  Ihe  individual 
claiming  the  privileges  and  .the  State  which 
rranted  them,  and  must  be  settled  by  a  judicial 

Mr.  SftiBBEB  said  he  should  vole  in  favor  itf 
the  proviso,  though  he  conceived  that  Congress 
had  a  right  to  make  such  a  law  as  woul^  in  its 
operation,  entirely  supercede  theae  contneta. 
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Mi.  FiHDLBV  -wu  opfoeti  to  tlie  provito,  be- 
cause it  was  legtalatii^  on  impropei'  principles,  or 
m^et  no  pnacipleg  wbaterer  j  ibr  wc  koowfto- 
tbtng  about  tiiose  contcacts. 

Od  the  question  being  put,  to  agp-ee  to  the  said 
nroTiso,  by  way  of  aiB^omoit  lo  the  said  clause, 
it  passed  in  the  n^&tive— Yca<  11,  Nays  43,  as 
fodows: 

YiiB^AbiahMn  B*Mwin,Bo>iettBan>w«i,8mnel 
Onffin,  Daniel  Hogei,  John  Lannaea,  Junw  MadiiKi, 
•WjiH.m  Vans  Mamy,  JaAoi.  Senay,  William  Smith, 
Bunnel  StArett,  Jonathui  BtBgm,  ThoBas  aunpin, 
Oecrge  Thatcher,  and  John  Vising. 

Niit^Fiahei  Ain«a,  J<rim  Baptist  Asha,  Egbnt- 
Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Sheagaihub  Boome,  Beoja- 
min  Bonioe,  Jolm  Brown,  Abraham  Claik,  Williani 
Findlvf ,  Thiimas  PiUsimoiu,  BIbiidce  Gen;,  WiUiam 
B.  GiHo,  NicboIsB  GUman,  James  Gordon,  Andrew 
Gt^S.  WiUiam  Banj  Gtore,  Daniel  Heislet,  larael 
Jacobs,  Philip  En,  Aaton  Kitchall,  John  W.  Kinraa, 
Amsw  Learned;,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  LiTermorv, 
Nathaniel  Mlcod,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augiutiu 
SlDblenbeig,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Jonah  Parker, 
Cnmelias  C.  Bchoonniaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  larsel 
Smith,  Jrfin  Steele,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tredwell, 
Abraham  VenaUe,  Jereoosh  Wsdsworth,  Artemas 
Wstil,  Anihoiw  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Wil- 
lianuon,  and  muds  WUIia. 

And  then  the  question  being  put  to  agree  to  the 
said  amendment  first  proposed,  it  passed  in  the 
n^ative— Yeas  85,  Nays  33,  as  follows ; 


YuK. — Fisher  Ames,  Egbert  Benson,  Shresjriadiub 
Bourne,  Bewsmio  Bourne,  William  Findlej;,  liiomas 

FitznmotiB,  filbridge  Geny,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Ji 


miah  Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nira.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  BaMwin,  Ba- 
bert  Baniwell,  Elias  Boudlnot,  John  Biomi,  Abraham 
U«ri(,  William  B.  Giles,  8amaelGTi{Btt,WlllMmBaiTy 
Gioi«,  Dstiiel  HeisteT,  Istsd  Jacobs,  PUm  Key,  Aaron 
Kiti^ll,  Riehaid  Bland  Lea,  James  HadisoB,  Andrew 
Mooie,  WiUiam  Vans  Mnmy,  Hathankl  Nilea,  John 
Page,  Jniah  Parker,  CvrBebns  C.  BduMiUBakeit  Joshna 
Seaey,  Jeremiah  fitauth,  Israel  Saulh,  BMtiwJ  Btcnett, 
Thoraaa  Sum^ter,  Thomas  Tiedwell,  Thonus  Tudoi 
Tmier,  Abraham  Venabte,  Anthony  Wa^e,  Alax- 
andcc  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

And  then  the  said  bill  being  furlber  amended, 
it  was,  together  with  the  amendtnenta  thereto, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
on  Monday  next. 

'  M[.  Akbb,  &otn  the  comiatttee  to  whom  was 
n&tred  he  memorial  of  Bettjamin  Lincoln,  in 
bdutlf  of  himself,  Cyrus  Griffin,  and  David  Hum- 
oiueya,  late  CommissLonens  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  for  treating  of  peace  with  the 
Smithem  tribes  of  loiliana^  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Daniel  Freer  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the  renewal  of  certain 
loui  iMet  certificates,  which  were  destroyed  by 
fire.  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
exami]tedKmBie,utdrcf«lu>ere(»  to  the  House. 


Pbibai,  Jaouary  6. 
JOHN  CHURCHMAN. 

A  nwtitn  beiu^  made  that  the  netiiion  of  Joka 
Chufchnukii,  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  tefened  to 
a  select  committee — 

Mr.  WiLLiAiuoR  objected  to  the  /e&miAe. 
He  remarked  generally  that  the  GutijeGt  had  altea^ 
been  before  Congress,  anid  had  couumcd  muca 
time.  In  the  Senate,  be  undentood,  it  had  not 
received  much  attention.  With  respect  to  tb» 
prosperous  state  of  the  finaaces,  on  wnich  ihri  pe- 
titionei  appear  to  found  his  hopes,  he  would  not 

Eretend  to  determine  the  state  of  the  Treasurr  i 
ut  if  it  was  full  and  flowing,  he  coitceived  there 
were  other  ezpeditioiiB  which  would  call  foi  all 
the  money  weliad  to  spare. 

Mz.Paqs  moved  that  the  memorial  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  without  oppoeiiioo,  as 
tlu  ingenuity  of  the  memorialist,  and  the  impMt- 
ance  of  the  objects  he  had  in  view,  entitle  him  to 
the  attention  of  the  House.  He  had  presented  the 
meoiorial  to  the  House  last  weeJc,  at  the  desie  of 
the  memorialist,  and  had  moved  that  it  shouild  lie 
on  the  (able  for  the  consideration  of  membeia. 
Thai  one  object  of  the  tnemorialist  could  not  a« 
well  be  stated  to  the  House  as  to  a  cmnniittec^ 
where  numbers  of  his  papers  and  calculaticna 
might  be  ezaminedj  that  if  he  should  attempt  todo 
Mr.  Churchman  justice  in  the  House,  he  mwht  be 
charged  with  affeciation,  or  he  mii^t  not  be  heard, 
or  if^heard,  he  nught  not  be  sufficiently  under- 
stood. He  therefore  hoped  that  the  memorial 
might  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  la  reply 
to  Mr.  WtLLiAueoN,  he  was  sorry  to  find  ihata. 
gentleman,  whose  name  stood  on  the  list  of  philoso- 
phers, instead  of  aidins  him  in  eouoienaocing  a 
philosophical  inquiry,  should  oppose  even  his  no- 
tion that  the  House  would  refer  it  to  the  coosidei- 
aiion  of  a  select  committee.  He  had  not  presui&- 
ed  lo  say  that  there  was  money  in  the  Treasiuy 
to  be  spared  for  such  purposes,  or  thai  even  if  we 
had  money,  that  we  bad  a  right  to  give  it  to  Mi. 
Churchman,  if  he  should  prove  the  truth  of  hi* 
theory ;  nor  had  he  said  that  Mr.  Churchman 
would  find  the  magnetic  pole.  He  had  only  affirm- 
ed that  Mr.  Churchman's  ingenuity,  which  was 
acknowledged  by  nuuiyoonpetent  jnd^ve,^id  the 
importance  of  the  objects  he  had  m  view,  tm»  of 
which  the  member  himself  confessed  deserved  at- 
tention, and  the  other  was  confessed  by  sereral 
philosophers  and  learned  societies  ii  Europe,  de- 
served the  attention  of  the  House,  Bir.  added  Mr. 
P.,  I  affirm,  since  I  am  thus  compellea  to  support 
my  motion,  that  Mi.  Churchman's  theory,  whe- 
ther he  shall  be  able  to  find  by  his  proposed  voy- 
age the  magnetic  pole  or  not,  is  a  proof  of  his  in- 
genuity, and  is  preferable  to  that  of  the  gieat 
HaUev.  The  latter  supposed  four  magnetic  poles, 
and  that  they  resided  within  the  bowels  of  the 
earth;  the  former  supposes  but  two,  and  that  one 
of  them  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  one  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  within  the  reach  of  the  fishing  voyages 
of  another.  Since  Dr,  Halley's  theory  has  b^oi 
exploded  which  did  not  long  account  for  the  varia- 
tioB.of  variation,  as  it  is  cwed,  and  wluoh  im  ex.- 
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^milled  by  an  hjrpotheeu  whiob  has  been  called 
«zt[»Tm^t,  u  it  supposed  4be  earth  a  koUow 
tikdl,  wUh  «  DDcleus'withiii,  revolviiie  freely,  and 
carrying  roond  it  the  four  points  v^ich  he  HUp- 
poaed  attracted  the  magnetic  needle,  and  gave  it 
Its  direction — no  theory,  except  Mr.  C.\  hu  been 
aSN«d  to  the  world,  whioh  solres  so  many  phe- 
Btomcna  of  the  varintion  of  the  needle,  and  bids 
&ir  to  be  of  real  use.  I  assisted  (by  the  inTilation  of 
one  of  the  eommittee  of  the  firei  Congress  ai  New 
York,  to  whom  Mr.  C.'s  memorial  was  referred) 
in  the  exaBunation  of  his  theory  respecting  the 
fiftdug  the  ItHigitode  of  any  place  whoee  latitude 
is  blown,  and  where  the  variation  is  known,  and 
I  pnt  it  to  the  test  in  this  manner.  I  gave  Cook's 
voyares  to  one  of  the  committee,  and  desired  him 
to  tell  me  the  latitude  of  any  place  and  die  variatioQ 
Ewuid  there,  and  I  calculated  what  the  longitude 

n]it  to  be  a&ording  to  the  theory,  and  coiutnnl-' 
3uai  it  to  be  nearly  that  stated  in  the  voyage. 
"theeDmnaittee  eompBred  Mr.  C.'s  calculations  of 
tW  kingitnde  which  they  deraandcd  of  him,  with 
thit  given  by  Cooke,  and  found  a  wonderful  agree- 
ment; and  I  have  tinee  ieen  many  of  Mr.  C.'i 
ooBparisons  of  this  sort,  which  agree  with  obser- 
nuions  so  nearly,  as  to  justify  my  assertion  that 
the  theory  shows  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  C.;  and  I 
will  add,  thai  although  it  may  not  be  genenlly 
apftied  to  finding  the  longitude,  because  tj  the 
II -» .: —  ; jijg  piacea,aad  other 


if  the  truth  of  the  theory  beonceesiahliBhedi 
vbntever  can  contribute  to  the  diwovery  of  loagi- 
tKde  at  sea  must  be  worthy  of  enconragement 
Bat  gmntiog  that  the  vaiiatiaa  of  the  needle  eouU 
not  be  applied  to  the  diaeoverrof  the  longitude  at 
sea,  yet  an  easy  and  certain  method  of  finding  the 
Tariation  i^  most  desirable  thing,  and  of  great 
conseqnence^o  geography,  navigation,  and  aurvey- 
iag;  and  if  Mr.  C.s  theory  be  tioe,  not  only  the 
variation,  but  the  alteration  of  that  variation,  will 
be  found  by  an  easy  calcalation  at  any  place  whose 
longitude  and  latitude  are  known,  and  for  any 
given  time ;  and  he  puts  the  truth  of  his  thewy  to 
,  the  test,  which  few  theorists  have  been  willing  to 
do,  of  a  si^le  experiment — a  voyage  to  Baffin's 
Bay.  The  United  States  need  not  &  ashamed  to 
cMconrage  the  memorialist ;  the  British  Parliament 
ettaooraged  voyages  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  Hal- 
ley's  theorji  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  when  that  was 
abandoned,  it  was  tuppoeed  the  polea  of  the  earth 
influenctd  the  neeiue!  the  Parliament  offered 
hventy  thoiiBand  ponnds  to  any  one  who  would  go 
In  the  Ntvth  p<de,  and  at  the  expense  of  their  Clo- 
venunmt  the  attempt  has  been  made.  But  Mr.  C. 
only  requires  that  a  voyage  be  made  within  foui^ 
teen  degrees  of  diat  pole ;  find  all  I  have  asked  is, 
that  his  memorial  be  referred  to  a  committee  to 

gyaming  hw  thonrBj  hia  fjlf  iilntimis,  and  vouchers, 

retpecting  the  pnuMiiility  of  its  truth,  and  the  rea- 
aonaUeaess  ot  his  petition.  If  the  eommittea  should 
think  his  theory  worAy  of  the  experiment,  he  pto- 
peecB  to  estahlish  its  truth ;  and  if  this  Honse 
should  not  think  Congress  nuthnrized  to  grant 
■sooey  fot  that  purpose,  (hey  iaa|r  Eeooamend  Mr. 
G.  and  Ua  thawy  la  tlu  pMwaafe  of  the  Legiiii*- 


turCB  of  the  sister  Btataa,  whoee  authority  »Md 
ability  to  enable  the  memorialist  to  proseeule  hia 
inquiriei  cannot  be  doubted,  any  more  than  their 
readiness  to  listen  to  a  rccommendatioti  so  WMthy 
of  Congteai.  On  the  other  hand,  should  the  com- 
mittee be  of  t^nion  thni  Mr.  C.'s  it  a  wild  project, 
and  that  his  petition  ought  m  be  rejected,  let  the 
House,  if  satisfied  with  their  report,  confirm  it  bf 
iheir  unanimous  vote.  Where  then  is  the  danger 
(preferring  the  memorial  to  the  consideration  ua' 
committee  7  But  if  the  House  reject  the  motion 
for  a  reference,  and  the  ingenious  memorialist  be 
obliged  to  apply  to  foreign  countries,  whose  learn- 
ed societies  nave  alrealj^  applauded  his  theory, 
and  should  there  meet  with  encouragement,  and 
be  enabled  to  establish  its  tmdi,  may  we  not  oe  in 
danger  of  incurring  the  eeiunre  ot  the  liberal  and 
enlightened  world? 

Mr.  Clase:  made  some  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  said  thatthe  variation  of  (he  needle  was 
already  sufficiently  understood  by  all  land  anr- 
veyors,  otherwise  they  were  not  fit  for  their  bosi- 
nees ;.  and  with  regard  to  any  discoveries  by  sea, 
be  had  little  hopes  from  them,  after  all  the  fruit- 
less attempts  which  have  been  made  by  the  ablest 
navigators  and  philosophers  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Sehev  said,  that  there  was  a  degree  of  at- 
tention  due  to  all  applications  from  men  of  genius, 
and  as  Mr.  C's  memorial  comes  supported  by 
many  respectable  vouchers,  it  ought  certainly  to 
be  referred  to  a  committee;  if  Congress  diould 
not  deem  it  [Hoper  to  give  him  the  aid  be  requires 
at  present,  perhaps  it  may  be  recomm^ded  to  the 
next  House  to  afibrd  him  encouragement. 

Mr.  WiLLuHaoK  said,  it  was  the  very  same  pe- 
tition which  had  been  before  CtmgTess  the  last 
session,  when  there  w«e  <»ly  three  or  four  mem- 
bers wno  appeared  to  support  iL 

Mr.  Page  said  it  vras  not  out  of  order  to  recon- 
sider the  subject;  and  to  condemn  it  rashly,  with- 
out a  pro)>er  investigation,  would  be  .to  render 
Congress  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

idi.  Mdhsay  hoped  tlie  Honi£  would  appoint  a 
cwnmittee.  He  was  not  in  Congress  when  this 
subject  was  b^re  decided  against.  This  was  a 
question  on  which  he  was  incompetent  to  decide, 
out  he  could  feel  sufficiently  for  the  lilerary  re- 
putation of  the  House,  and  the  great  interest  of 
science,  to  believe,  that  to  commit  the  matter  to 
a  committee  would  best  comport  with  the  dignity 
of  the  subject.  Something  more  than  was  then 
submitted  to  the  wisdom  ot  Congress,  is  now 
brought  forward;  at  least  Mr.  Churchman  so  al- 
1^^.  Let  those  gentiemen  who  wish  to  have  aa 
opportunity  of  gratifying  a  laudable  curiositv  be 
indulged.  Wkui  a  man  of  science  come*  W« 
with  supposed  discoveries  in  the  active  science^ 
we  owe  It  to  (he  subieet,  to  ourselves,  and  to  hit- 


oata  refesencc  to  a  commitMe.  We  ought  to  Iw 
cautious  how  we  hastily  decide  on  the  news  and 
experiments  of  philosmucal  applicants,  aadon^t 
to  take  wtaniing from  the  disgiaoe  (rf  otaernatiflBs 
whom  history  baa  held  up  for  their  premature  ra- 
jaetimofealerprieesandsohenusoisciflaee.  C(^ 
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LtiMBUH  himself,  to  whom  we  owe  our  couotrj', 
traTelledabout,aphiloe<q)hical  vagaboad,  through 
many  Courts  of  Europe,  and  met  with  patronage 
at  1^1  out  of  his  own  country.  There  may  be 
nothing  solid  in  this  projected  scheme,  but  let 
gentlemen  be  indulged — it  will  be  most  decent.- 

The  question  for  referring  being  taken,^  it  was 
carried  m  Che  affirmative  by  a  targe  majority,  and 
a  select  committee  appointed. 

Mr.  Paoe,  Mr.  Wadsworth,  and  Mr.  W&ynb, 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  &c 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
seat  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  Au  act  relative  to 
the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who 
shall  act  as  Presidenlj  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the 
offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  President 
whereupon,  Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  togethe: 
with  the  amendmeuts  thereto,  be  recommitted  t( 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  IiAUHANCEf  from  the  committee  appointed, 

presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  to '-■- 

and  regulate  the  cUims  to  half-pav,  and 
pensions;  which  was  received  ana  read 
committed. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Bemamin  Lincoln,  io  behalf  of  himself, 
Cyrus  Griffin,  and  David  Humphreys,  late  Com- 
missioners on  Che  part  of  the  United  States  for 
treating  of  peace  with  the  Southern  tribes  of  In- 
dians, Cogetner  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
VPar  thereupon  J  and,  after  debate,  an  adjourn- 
ment was  called  for  and  carrieil. 

MoHDAT,  January  9. 
THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  bill  to  establish  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
in  the  United  States  was  read  the  third  time. 
Mr.  MuRiuy  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  in  order 
to  amend  the  section  respecting  newspapers,  by 
reducing  the  postage  on  them  to  a  half  cent 
Some  opposition  was  made  to  this  motion,  and  the 
question  being  put  it  was  neeaiived. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  blanks. 
The  Mank  for  the  term  of  the  contract  was  filled 
with  "five  years."  Penalty  for  obstructing  the 
traiisportatioQ  of  the  mail,  8100.  For  negligence 
OD  the  part  of  any  ferryman,  by  which  tlie  mail 
may  be  delayed,  $10  for  every  half  hour.  Adver- 
tisement for  contract  to  be  published  twelve  weeks. 
The  blank  for  Che  Postmaster  General's  salary 
was  filled  with  $2000;  that  of  the  assistant,  $1,000. 
The  new  rates  of  postage  to  commence  the  first 
day  of  March  next.  Penalty  for  exacting  a  greater 
rate  of  postage  than  that  established  by  Taw.  $100. 
Penalty  for  seCCing  up  posts  for  carrying  letters, 
&c.,inopposition  to  the  Oeneral  Post  Office,  $200; 
for  continuing  so  to  offend,  $300  per  week.  For 
the  deputy  postmasters'  neglect  to  account  with 
the  Postmaster  General  for  wav  letters,  $100.  Pe- 
nalty for  unlawfully  opening,  aetaining,  or  embed- 
ding letters,  packets^  du;.,  oy  any  person  in  the 


'  Post  Offiee  Department,  $300,  or  imprisonment  for 
'  six  months.  For  quittmg  and  deserting  the  m&il, 
so  that  it  should  dot  reach  its  destination  in  sea- 
scm,  $100.  For  carrying  letters,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  $50.  The  compensatitm  to 
any  deputy  postmaster  not  to  exceed  20  per  cent. 
on  the  posCsge,  and  in  no  one  instance  to  exceed 

doDars;  1,500,  2,000,  and  S,500  doUars,  were 

severally  proposed  to  fill  this  blank;  after  some 
debate,  S,50Q  and  2,000  were  put  and  negatived; 
1^950  were  then  proposed;  the  debate  on  the  mo- 
tion was  renewed,  and  continued  till  the  time  of 
ai^joufDuicnt,  which  took  place  without  a  decision. 

TuEBnAV,  January  10. 

A  memorial  of  George  Tumer.oneof  the  Judges 
in  and  over  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  a  revision  of  the  ordinance  for 
the  government  of  the  said  Territory,  and  also  an 
increase  of  compensation  to  tbe  Judges  thereof. 
Referred  to  Mr.  Litebhorb,  Mr.  Laurakcb,  Mr. 
Wbite,  Mr.  WiLLiAMHOH.  and  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Sooth  Carolina;  (hat  they  do  examine  the  nutter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

"  That  the  Sectetaiy  of  Wu  be  ini4raet«d  to  lny  b»- 
fbre  this  House  an  iccurate  statement  of  all  ucenained 
balances  of  pa;,  which  appcBT  by  the  books  of  the  United 
States  to  be  dae  to  tbe  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late 
Army  of  the  United  StatM,  and  irhich  still  remain  either 
nndaimed,  oi  claimed  and  unpaid,  together  with  the 
reasons  for  withholding  payment  from  those  who  nuy 
have  respsctlTelj  entered  claims  therefor  i" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Wadbwobtb,  Mr.  GiLEe,  and  Ib.StiiTH,  of 
New  Hampshire;  that  chey  do  eiann&e  the  mat- 
ter thereof,  and  report  die  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  tt  "' 


Post  Roods  of  the  United  States;  which  was  then 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

PETITION  OF  CATHARINE  GREENE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole  House,  oa  the  Report  of  the  Secretn- 

aof  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Catharine 
reene,  relict  of  the  late  General  Greene. 
The  object  of  tbe  petition  is  to  obtain  an  in- 
demnification from  the  United  States  against  cer- 
engagements  which  were  entered  into  by  her 
husband,  tbe  deceased  Major  General  Nathanid. 
Greene,  while  commanding  officer  in  the  South- 
ern Department;  and 'for  the  circumstances  on 
which  it  is  founded,  refers  to  a  representation  of 
the  32d  August.  1785,  which  was  then  made  by 
the  said  General  Greene  to  Congress. 

The  petition  is  accompanied  by  a  number  of 
vouchers,  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  Report;  from 
all  which  he  draws  the  following  conclusion: 

That  Bthmg  and  eitraordjnaiy  motiTea  of  national 
gratitode  for  the  veij  signal  and  unpottanl  servku  ren- 
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Petition  of  Catharine  Greene. 


[H.0 


dered  by  Oemnl  Greene  to  hii  eounti;,  muit  aerve  to 
gi*e  >  keener  ttmg  to  the  regret,  wbidi  OD^t  erer  to 
attend  the  neceaatj  of  ■  rtrict  Mlhemice  to  cUinu  of 
public jpoliqr,  in  oppontion  to  eUinu  fovnded  os  nMfiil 
Beta  ofiaal  for  the  poUic  Hrrice,  if  no  nieani  of  [oo- 
teding  bom  indigence  uid  peniuy  the  bmilj  of  that 


found  idniiMibte." 

Mr.  Wayne  rose  and  mye  his  reasons  for  sap- 
porting  the  petition,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Cfaainoan:  It  may  not  be  impioper  to  men- 
tioa  the  motives  that  impel  me  to  wish  a  fonanate 
iasoe  to  the  eiaini  now  under  coosideration  of  this 
Committee,  which  1  must  also  offer  as  an  apoli^y 
foi  the  put  I  have  taken,  or  that  I  may  eventu- 
ally take,  in  support  of  the  claim.  From  my  first 
interview  with  Qeneral  Qreene  onlil  the  moment 
of  his  diasolulion,  we  always  lived  in  the  strictest 
habits  of  friefidship  and  confidence.  He  was  an 
officer  with  whom  I  had  participated  in  almost 
every  vioissitude  of  fortune,  (in  many  a  well-tried 
field,)  from  the  frozen  waters  of  the  North  to  the 
bnming  sands  of  the  South.  He  was  a  man  whose 
virtues  and  talents  I  knew  and  revered;  hb  noble 
■onl  would  have  revolted  at  the  idea  of  imposi- 
tion. He  never  would  have  offered  in  a  clamt  to 
Confess,  but  upon  the  purest  principles  of  honor 
and  justice.  I  was  a  witness  to  the  pressing  ne- 
cessity that  compelled  him  to  become  the  suretjr, 
for  which  indemnity  is  now  claimed.  He  did 
what  I  would  hai<e  done,  (as  second  in  command,) 
kadhebeenabeentatthatlryingcrisis.  Theclaim 
I  know  to  be  just,  and  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  he  was  drawn  into  that  security  from  the 
Mtualion  in  which  he  was  placed  by  Congress, 
as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Southern  Depart- 
ment. Under  these  impressions,  I  bi^  leave  to 
sulnnit  to  ^Lconsiderstion  of  this  Conunittee  the 
resdutionMbw  in  my  hand,  and  doubt 
their  concurrent  support. 

'  Raohed,  at  Ihe  opinion  ofthii  CommiMa,  That  the 
estate  of  the  late  Major  OenenI  Nstbsniel  Greene  ongfat 
to  be  indemnified  for  and  on  sccoont  of  the  engagement 
entered  into  by  that  General  widi  certain  pereoQS  in  the 
State  of  Sooth  Carolina,  for  the  ptnpoae  of  obtaining 
sn^iliM  for  the  American  Army,  in  the  jaai  ITSS,  and 

thet  ■-     be  granted  to  the  Eiecntora  of  the  estate 

of  the  late  Major  General  Hathaniil  Greene,  Kit  diat 


"  Bttoktd,  That  a  oonunittee  be  qipointed  to  bring  in 
a  biU  in  confonni^  to  the  foregnng  reeelntiaa." 

Mr.  BowDitioT  said,  there  was  no  greater  friend 
'  to  the  memory  of  Qenaral  Oreene  than  he  was, 
nor  any  person  more  anxious  to  have  justice  done 
to  his  widow  and  bmily;  but  he  was  apprehen- 
aive  that  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  worthy 
gentleman  who   had  first  brouglit   forward   this 

aub^t  was  not  drawn  up  in  such  a  manni 

to  msure  it  a  passage  through  both  Hou» 
Congress.  He  wished,  therefore,  that  it  should 
be  so  expressed  as  to  prevent  any  tedious  discus- 
sion, aaa  at  the  same  time  do  ample  justice.  The 
Re^rt  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  puts  the 
subject  on  the  best  footing.  The  motives  which 
led  him  to  make  the  contract  were,  first,  the  pub- 
lic good ;  and  perhaps,  secondly,  to  serve  bis  iiiend. 


Mr.  Burnett,  because  he  was  his  Aid-de~Camp,  and 
he  wished  to  put  him  in  the  way  of  beine  esta- 
blished in  business  after  the  war^  but  Mr.  Burnett 
was  never  in  any  other  way  connected  with  Gene- 
ral Greene  than  as  a  young  man  brought  up  in  the 
family,  whom  he  wished  to  patronize. 

After  a  few  other  observations,  Mr.  BotTDinoT 
moved  to  strike  out  the  preamtJe  of  the  resolution 
proposed  by  Mr.  Wayne,  and  to  adopt  words 
nearly  in  substance  as  follows: 

"  Rttohtd,  That  it  is  becoming  the  dignity  of  Con- 
gress to  make  compenaalion  (or  the  widow  and  orphans 
of  the  late  Major  General  Greene,  who  eo  glonoiulj 
■erred  lua  country ;  and  that  they  be  indennified  fin 
the  loaa  which  hi*  estate  ia  likely  to  sustain  b;  his  hav- 
ing entered  into  certain  bonds  for  lapplying  Uie  Sonth- 
em  aimy  with  rationa  and  ctodting,  i^  &  time  when  they 
were  threatening  to  diapene." 

Mr.  FiNPLEY  observed,  that  on  the  question  as 
it  is  DOW  stated,  the  Committee  have  a  choice  of 
three  alternatives;  the  claim  may  be  rejected,  a 
pension  or  gratuitv  may  be  granted  to  the  amount, 
or  the  claim  of  the  petition  may  be  granted  as  a 
matter  of  right,  upon  the  footing  of  its  own  merits 
by  a  special  law,  as  all  authorized  claims  which 
Cfonfress  grant  are  given.  Claims  for  which  the 
standing  laws  are  competent,  do  not  come  before 
us.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  last  alternative,  t  am 
against  rejecting  the  petition;  because,  as  the  facts 
are  staled  in  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  General  Greene  putting  himself  in  this 
situation  of  risk  was  from  the  most  public -spirited 
motive:  it  was  to  support  the  public  interest  at  a 
most  important  crisis,  when  the  well-being,  if  not 
the  existence  of  the  Southern  army  was  at  stake, 
as  well  as  the  security  of  the  inhabitants.  If  a 
Commander-in-Chief  of  an  army  may  be  mined 
in  his  private  adairs  by  making  an  unauthorized 
exertion  to  save  his  army  or  his  country,  the  pre- 
cedent may  be  dangerous;  it  ma^  teach  Com- 
manders lessons  of  prudence,  which  may  have 
ruinous  effects.  It  is  true,  the  necessity  of  the  case 
must  be  such  as  will  justify  the  unauthorized  mea- 
sure: from  the  Report,  this  appears  to  have  been 
the  case  in  the  subject  of  the  present  debate. 
From  the  whole  state  of  the  facts  before  us,  Gene- 
ral Qreene  appears  not  to  have  had  his  own  inte- 
rest in  view  in  this  transaction,  if  the  proof  of 
this  only  lay  between  Banks  and  him.  I^e  esta- 
blished character  of  Qeneral  Greene,  not  only  as 
an  officer,  but  as  a  man  of  integrity  and  puolic 
spirit,  certainly  cannot  sink  when  laid  in  the 
tnlance  with  the  secret  insinuation  of  an  unprin- 
cipled speculator.  Such  has  been  my  own  opmion 
of^  I3eneral  Greene's  character,  that  1  would  cer- 
tainly require  other  proofs  than  this  before  I  would 
even  indulge  suspicions:  but  it  does  not  rest  upon 
this.  We  have  Banks's  own  testimony  to  the  con- 
trary, and  his  partneTgand  we  know  it  would  have 
been  the  interest  of  Banks  A,  Co.  to  have  made 
the  contrary  appear;  nay,  we  have  such  a  cloud 
of  witnesses,  all  concurring  to  the  same  point,  as 
appears  sufficient  to  remove  doubts  from  ttie  most 
scrupulous  mind.  Unauthorized  accounts  are  ad 
mitted  in  settlements  between  the  United  States 
and  the  indivldtul  States,  upon  the  principles  oi 
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vquity.  I  consider  tbis  as  a  cose  of  the  sasM  n*' 
tuie,  and  wilt  vote  for  it  ag re«ably  to  this  prece- 
dent I  consider  graDtiog  tke  prafer  of  the  peti- 
tion in  thi«  nuuuier,  as  an  act  of  justice,  not  only 
to  his  estate,  but  to  the  memory  of  his  character. 
But  I  object  to  grantii^  the  relief  in  the  indirect 
way  of  a  pension;  it  is  not  so  safe'  to  the  public, 
nor  so  honiuable  U>  the  bein  of  G«ietal  C^eene. 
To  the  public  it  is  highly  dangerous  aa  a  prece- 
dent; it  will  operate  as  an  opening  wedge  toother 
claiiQE  without  tiqiitatioD.  Few  indeed  can  have 
an  unauthorized  though  just  claim  as  Command- 
ers-in-Chief of  an  army  reduced  to  such  a  diJem- 
ma  as  originated  the  present  question:  but  merit 
and  distress  are  not  confined  to  Commanders  alone; 
they  are  to  be  found  in  erery  rank  of  ciiizeos.  The 


this  House,  nor  in  any  large  collection  of  citi2 
but  OUT  eye  meets  with  those  who  have  claims  of 
merit.  We  can  scarcely  be  acquainted  in  anv 
neighborhood,  but  we  must  be  acquainted  witn 
sucn  as  liave  been  reduced  to  distress  by  their 
meritorious  exertions,  either  in  the  camp,  in  the 
c^inet,  or  by  granting  suiqilies.  How  many  who 
hare  aided  the  public  with  their  substance^  hare 
been  obliged  to  part  with  the  eridences  of  their 
meritorious  claims  for  a  temporary  relief  Many 
of  the  aged,  many  widows  and  orphans,  to  my 
^owledge,  labor  m  penury^  and  mourn  in  secret, 
on  the  account  of  such  merttMious  aids  not  being 
recompensed  when  they  ought  to  ha  ve  been  J  thouih 
this  was  owinp  to  the  public  misfortune,  yet  trie 
merit  and  sufl^rings  were  not  the  less.  I  am  rery 
sensibleof  the  great  meritof  General  Greene;  it  is 
so  well  known,  and  so  generally  acknowledged,  on 
all  hands,  as  to  render  it  improper  for  me  to  en- 
large thereon.  But,  superior  as  bis  merit  was,  if 
we  grant  a  {fusion  or  relief  not  founded  on  a  just 
claim,  merit  of  a  lower  order  must  be  also  admit- 
ted: there  is  no  distinguishing  the  shades.  I  hare 
heard  of  claims  on  the  footing  of  merit  brought 
before  Congress,  supported  by  such  arguments  as 
would  induce  a  stranger  to  think  that  nearly  all 
the  merit  of  accompbshing  the  Revolution  was 
centered  in  the  elaimani.  If  merit  is  to  be  re- 
warded by  pensions,  we  shall  soon  have  claimants 
ib  abundance.  In  the  exercise  of  supreme  com- 
mand, dUGcultios  often  arise  which  render  exer- 
tions necessary  for  which  general  rules  cannot  be 
provided;  these  have  been  generally  treated  as 
objects  of  indemnification.  Many  claims  are  now 
before  Congress;  they  are  various  in  their  nature, 
and  no  doubt  a  number  of  them  will  be  admitted: 
but  from  every  view  I  hare  taken  of  the  claim 
before  us,  I  think  the  present  as  strongly  addresses 
our  justice  and  sympathy  as  any  of  them. 

Mr.  Wavne  thought  it  necessary  to  make  some 
observations  upon  wnat  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman on  his  right,  [Mr.  BonnmoT.]  In  order 
to  place  this  subject  m  a  proper  point  of  view, 
he  begged  leave  to  mention  certain  circumstances 
previous  to  the  evacuation  of  Charleston.  Some 
of  the  first  characters  in  South  Carolina  obtained 
a  flag  from  General  Greene,  to  meet  a  dejiutation 
of  merchanta  and  others  wiider  a  flag  uom  the 


British  linea.  Those  mwcbants  were  anxious  to 
rem*iii  after  the  army,  for  the  purpoBe  of  dAs|N»r 
sing  of  their  stock  ia  tiMe,  and  wi^ed  for  a  m»- 
sonabte  time  to  transact  that  bUDnest;  this  indal' 
gcnce  was  readily  granted,  for  it  was  tiiougfat  tm 
object  of  consequanee  to  retain  eupplies  for  tfa* 
use  of  the  eounlry  as  well  ai  for  the  army:  aad 
they  were  permitted  to  continue  in  the  place  foe 
the  space  of  twelve  man^  after  the  abandoimient 
shtiuld  take  effect.  Assuraoces  were  also  givsB 
th^n  for  the  inviolable  protection  of  their  pemnu 
and  property  for  that  pntod.  Thu£  sanctioned, 
they  were  probably  induced  to  speculate  ubob. 
such  stores  as  the  British  army  could  ipare,  (tor 
that  army  was  redundantly  supplied,)  whilst  the 
Aokerieans  were  experiencing  almost  every  pos- 
sible distress  for  want  of  the  common  neeeasariea 
irf  life.  AboQt  this  time,  hopes  were  entertained 
of  the  speedy  appearanceof  a  superiot  marine  tbrec 
from  the  French  West  Indiee,  to  that  of  fhe  Bri- 
tish; and  the  operating  army  under  my  command 
was  advanced  to  the  quarter-house,  in  a  positioa 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  embarking  with  im- 

S unity,  and  to  ^protect  the  town  and  its  mhabitantt 
om  depredation  and  insnlt.  This  manteavie  had 
the  desired  e&ct:  it  created  a  jealousy  in  the  Bri- 
tish General  for  the  safety  of  nis  rear,  and  Qeae 
ral  Leslie  was,  in  a  manner,  compelled  to  com* 
into  a  Conrentica.  more  resembhng  a  captlula- 
tion  than  an  abandommenl,  for  he  was  under  the 
necessity  to  "agree  not  to  commit  any  insult  npOB 
the  inhtuiitants,  or  depredation  on  their  property, 
01  damage  to  the  city,  at  or  i^ter  his  embarka- 
tion." The  word  o^  caused  some  demur;  but 
it  was  insisted  upon  and  complied  with,  in  coose- 
qnence  of  the  orders  1  l»d  previously  received 
from  General  Greene;  a  measure  which  at  oaoe 
afforded  security  to  the  inhabitants^  a  flatter- 
ing prospect  of  full  sapplies,  as  wJRr  the  citi- 
zens as  tor  the  army. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  BonniNOTJ  saya~How  are 
we  to  distinguish  Wween  the  articles  and  necaa- 
saries  that  were  actually  made  use  of  by  the  army, 
and  of  the  other  goods  purchased  of  tha  Brltisti 
merchantsi  This  may  be  fully  answered  and  az- 
plained  by  mentioning  this  fact:  that  those  mar- 
cbonts  took  advantage  of  their  sitnaiion,  wtd  woi^ 
not  dispose  of  any  article  aoiti^le  for  the  mrtaj 
unless  their  adKoU  ftock  were  purehated  togeOimri 
harbg  bat  twelve  months  to  diepoee  of  their  goods 
and  collect  their  debts.  Nor  could  the  necessary 
articles  be  obtained  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
as  the  merchants  were  ^otec  ted  by  a  compact 
made  under  the  sanction  of  a  Hag.  Nor  would 
they  trust  the  contractor  Bank*  with  their  pro- 
perty, unless  General  Greene  became  his  securUyi 
by  which  act,  in  their  opinion,  the  United  State* 
would  be  bound  in  honor  to  fulfil  a  contract  made 
by  their  Commanding  Officer;  nor  did  General 
Greene  come  into  the  measure  until  compelled  by 
dire  necessity,  to  prevent  a  mutiny  and  dissolutioB 
of  the  army.  And  such  was  the  exhutsted  situ- 
ation of  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston, 
that  the  Executive  and  the  Legislatun  ifluad  it 
expedient  to  send  a  distance  into  the  country  to 
obtain  st^pliea  for  dtemaelvet  anid  the  r^ugae 
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femiUes  vho  were  retorning  to  lh«  city  alter  the 
evacfution;  in  fact,  we  were  under  the  necessity 
<rf'  taking  part  of  these  very  proTisioDs,  to  prevent 
an  instantaneous  rerolt 

But  tlie  gentleman  [Mr.  BonDiNOT]  says  that 
Oeneral  Oreene'i  private  friendship  for  Major 
Bttmett,  who  had  been  hla  Aid-dA-Camp,  was  a 
peculiar  inttocement  for  his  entering  into  that  se- 
cnrity,  and  that  MaJOT  Burnett  had  mortgaged  an 
bland  to  Oenerul  Greene  as  a  collateral  security. 
This,  indeed,  was  an  act  of  private  frieiMlship; 
bnt  it  waa  a  subsequent  transaction,  and  no  ways 
eonneeted  irith  the  former,  nor  is  it  amon^t  the 
charges.  This  was  a  private  purchase  by  Major 
BumeK  from  Mr.  John  M'Q,aeen,  a  gentleman 
wrll  known  in  Bonth  Carolina;  andit  wasthon^hi 
to  be  a  very  advantageous  purchase  far  Major 
Barnelt  at  tne  time  it  was  made,  (^though  it  has 
turned  out  othenrisc,)  but  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  obtain  security,  previous  to  receiving  HUev. 
He  applied  to  Oenerul  Greene  to  become  his  se- 
curity upon  that  occasion,  ^ieh  was  complied 
with;  and  in  that  act  he  certainly  displayed  a 
superior  degree  of  private  friendshipj  and  such  as 
liae  already  been  fonnd  extremely  injurious  to  his 
family)  but  it  is  by  no  means  connected  with  the 
claim  now  under  consideration. 

The  danger  of  MtaUishing  a  precedent  in  future, 
unsupported  by  previous  authority  obtained  from 
Congress,  is  also  mentioned  as  an  Objection.  Mr. 
Chairman,  th^e  never  con  be  any  danger  of  draw- 
ing  this  circumstaDce  into  i^eoedent;  for  the  page 
of  History  never  did  brfora,  nor  I  believe  ever 
wiU  ftsain,  produce  a  similar  precedent,  t.  e.  an 
army  ncing  and  surmounting  every  difficulty  and 
AmgN  throngh  a  long  and  bloody  contest,  badly 
cloued  and  worse  paid^  and 'frequently  destitute 
of  the  efl^hpn  necessaries  of  life.  Sir,  it  is  for 
-tbe  hoiNPIF Oennal  Oreene  that  we  contend; 
«nd  I  am  warranted  in  asserting,  that  he  was  not 
interested  in  tbe  contract  of  Mr.  Banks,  otherwise 
than  from  the  pure  and  virtuotiB  modveB  of  serv- 
ing and  saving  his  country.  I  therefore  feel  my- 
am  interested  and  bound  in  honor  to  suppMt  end 
defend  the  character  of  my  departed  friend,  and 
to  demand  this  claim  as  a  matter  of  right,  and 
not  of  graoe;  uid  I  have  a  coofidence  that  the 
candor  and  justice  of  this  Committee  wiU  induce 
tbem  to  adopt  the  princii^es  of  the  resolutions 
submitted  to  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Sdmptbb: — With  respect  to  the  resotu- 
tion  as  it  now  stands,  I  feel  myself  oUiged  to  op- 
pose it  Nothing  that  has  fallen  from  the  gentle- 
man over  the  way  [Mr.  Watnb]  has  convinced 
me  that  the  measure  is  {Koper  or  just.  It  is  oc- 
oessary  to  be  cautions  in  the  manner  of  diaeusaing 
■  raatf  er  of  so  mneh  delicacy.  I  rise,  not  to  make 
my  pointed  objeci«»ie  that  can  in  any  degree  in- 
jmre  the  reputation  of  the  officer,  whose  abihtiet  I 
respect,  or  to  hurt  Ae  feelmgs  of  hia  family  or 
eonnexions.  I  snppoee  that  no  fjeudeman  will 
decide  in  favor  of  the  resolution  without  examin- 
ing the  merits  of  the  case.  The  Committee  will 
have  that  infbrmatioo  which  they  shall  deem  to 
be  requisite  on  the  occasion.  I  am  sorry  to  differ 
in  opmton  with  Ae  gentleKian  ftom  Qet^ia,  and 


am  therefore  disposed  to  make  sacrifices  of  my 
- —  feelings  of  ptMt  injuries,  and  will  not  suffer 
1  to  warp  my  judgment,  but  will  endeavor  to 
in  cwiformity  with  the  opinions  of  tbe 
people  of  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina,  and  in 
p»ticular  of  the  district  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent.  In  going  into  the  investigation  (tf 
this  matter,  I  will  give  my  reasons  why  1  do  not 
think  (he  country,  although  in  extreme  distress, 
was  in  that  deplorable  situaiioa  which  has  been 
represented;  neither  was  its  credit  reduced  so  low 
but  that  relief  might  have  been  obtained,  and  that 
sosmallanarmy  might  have  been  accommodated, 
had  a  proper  application  been  made  in  time  to  the 
Oovemment.  The  genileinan  must  therefore  be 
mistaken  in  staling  those  circnmstances;  for  if 
the  proper  documents  be  examined,  it  will  appear 
that  the  army  received  very  ample  supplies  rrom 
the  same  source,  some  months  previons  to  the 
contract  made  by  Mr.  Banks,  which  must  have 
been  in  November,  or  early  in  December,  and  pre- 
vious to  the  evacuation  or  Charlerton,  Whether 
it  was  better  to  adopt  the  means  used  by  Oeneral 
(Jreene,  OT  those  within  the  power  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment, I  shall  not  pretend  to  determine;  but  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  Governmeni  possessed  both  the 
means  and  the  inclination  to  find  supjdies.  The 
contract  was  first  made  by  Banks  in  November  or 
December,  and  Oeneral  Greene  did  not  become 
the  guarantee  tmtil  the  April  following:  whether 
there  were  any  reasons  for  preferring  this  mode 
to  that  of  an  application  to  Cfovemment,  will  per- 
haps appear  in  the  course  of  the  investigation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  contract  has  been  consider- 
ed to  have  operated  rather  as  a  misfortune,  although 
it  may  have  afforded  a  temporary  relief;  It  was 
the  oceasion  of  much  contplaint,  vexation,  and 
distrust,  rather  than  of  eoneuiation:  and  that  this 
discontent  ran  throngh  tbe  army  is  within  the 
knowledge  of  sererBTofficers  whose  names  could 
be  mentioned.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to  bring 
the  matter  into  the  fbll  view  of  the  Committee, 
and  to  have  recourse  to  the  files  of  the  pnUic 
oSeta,  before  we  agree  to  the  resirintion  on  the 
table.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  ray  sincere  wish  to 
render  justice  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  in 
every  reasonaUe  accommodation;  but  it  dties  not 
appear  to  me  that  the  fiimitv  is  reduced  to  that 
disagreeaUe  situation  which  nas  been  represent- 
ed. The  large  gnmts  that  have  been  inade  by 
the  States  of  Georgia,  North  and  South  Carolina, 
are  still  in  the  possesuon  of  the  heirs  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  I  hare  been  informed  that  a  gentle- 
man oflered  $30,000  for  that  gnmted  by  North 
Carolina,  so  late  as  last  summer;  neither  bare  I 
heard  that  any  distress  has  been  levied  upon  any 
of  these  estates,  or  that  they  are  so  much  affected, 
in  reality,  but  that  the  claims  made  against  them 
are  rather  of  a  nominal  and  visionary  nature. 
But,  admitdng  that  General  Greene  was  secnrity 
for  the  United  States,  and  that  the  operation  had 
been  beneficial,  (which  1  denyh  does  it  appear 
that  execQtions  Mve  been  levied  to  any  consider- 
aUe  amount^  or  to  such  an  extent  as  to  justify  tbe 
present  af^lioation?  To  me  it  does  not  appear 
this  has  bnn  the  case,  neither  do  I  believe  that 
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the  estate  has  been  reduced  in  the  maimer  repre- 
sented ;  and,  whilst  I  say  it,  I  htmestly  and  sin- 
cerely hope  it:  under  which  impressi<»t,  I  can 
never  accede  to  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wadsworth:  The  geDlleman  l&st  up  has 
said  many  things  to  me  utterly  unintelligible,  and 
others  which  directly  militate  with  what  has  oeen 
said  by  the  gentleman  fri^m  (Seorgia.  He  has, 
however,  decured  that  no  real  or  sup[K>sed  per- 
sonal injury  shall  influence  him  in  giving  his 
opinion  or  vote.  I  hope,  sir,  he  wilt  not  now  feel 
or  resent  those  real  or  supposed  injuries.  I  do 
believe  they  are  not  real;  and  from  my  long  and 
intimate  acquaintance  with  GSeneral  Greene,  I 
had  good  opportunity  to  know  him ;  a  better  man 
I  never  did  know.  That  he  had  enemies  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at:  the  nature  of  his  commuid  10 
the  Southward  was  important,  critical,  and  diffi- 
cult, and  he  miebt  be  constrained  to  do  things 
that  necessity  ouy  would  justify.  If  he  has  in- 
jured any  man,  he  has  atoned  for  it:  neither  the 
tongue  nor  pen  of  malice  have  been  able  to  affix  a 
stigma  on  his  character.  If  I  ever  knew  a  man 
whose  heart  was  pure  and  without  ^uUe,  it  was 
'  General  Greene.  Yet  he  had  enemies;  uo  man 
deserved  them  so  little.  More  honest  fame  is  due 
to  no  man.  And  if  his  fortune  is  to  be  sacrificed, 
and  his  family  beggared,  it  is  a  consolation  that 
his  good  name  wiD  last  forever.  Being  one  of  his 
executors,  I  know  something  of  his  aflairs;  but  it 
was  with  reluctance  I  rose,  a£  my  attachments  to 
himandconcetnfor  his  family  render  it  extremely 
difficult  for  me  to  enter  on  the  subject.  Ths  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  has  told  ~     ' 


?uainted  with  the  aflairs  of  the  estates  in  the 
!axoliaas,  and  has  said  they  are  without  any  exe- 
cutions against  them,  the  bonds  on  good  credit 
and  the  mmily  ia  no  danger  of  poverty,  Sm.  I 
can  hardly  allow,  sir,  that  ne  is  acquainted  with 
the  a^irs  of  Qeneial  Greene,  even  in  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia;  but  if  he  is,  I  will  ask  him 
if  he  does  not  know  that  all  the  negroes  from  the 
South  Carolina  estate  are  sold,  ana  that  the  land 
is  totally  unproductive?  that  Sir.  Rutledge  has 
prevented  executions  from  taking  the  (Borgia 
estate  by  his  personal  interference!  that  all  tne 
estates  in  Rhode  Island  and  New  Jersey  are  sold? 
and  that  the  hope  of  the  justice  we  now  ask  for 
has  delayed  the  sale  of  all  the  test,  to  satisfy  his 
creditors — his  Southern  creditors? 

The  proofs  and  documents  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  Sumptbb]  have  been  before  Con- 
gress for  several  years,  and  the  friends  and  exe- 
cutors of  General  Greene  have  challenged  his 
enemies,  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  to  disprove 
them;  and  1  hope  no  delay  will  now  take  place. 
The  subject  is  fully  before  Congress.  1  hope  jus- 
tice willbe  done  to  the  widow  and  orphans  of  the 
late  General  Greene,  end  that  the  iuvesti^tion 
will  now  be^nished;  his  honest  Came  vindicated 
and  established,  and  his  family  saved  from  the 
ruin  that  awaits  them. 

Mr.  Habtley,  in  support  of  Mr.  Wayne's  mo- 
tion, observed,  that  he  had  paid  some  attention  to 
the  report  and  the  documents  referred  to  in  it,  as 
well  as  the  objections  made  to  the  resolutions  un- 


der consideration.  Many  of  the  objections,  said  he, 
have  been  answered  by  gentlemen  who  were  neaier 
to  the  scene  of  action  than  myself ;  1  ^all  strive  to 
obviate  others.  The  mode  of  conducting  our  af- 
fairs in  South  Carolina  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  agreeable  to  the  gentleman  opposite  to  me 
from  that  State,  [Mr.  Sdmfter,]  and  he  ezptesKs 
his  high  disapprobation  of  many  parts  of  it.  When 
1  disagree  wiin  that  gentleman,  1  do  it  with  great 
reluctance ;  for  no  one  on  this  floor  has  a  greater 
respect  for  him  than  myself.  In  a  hazardous  and 
difficult  situation,  or  in  carrying  on  war,  or  even 


mode  of  conducting  them;  and  it  ha« 
too  frequently  happened,  that  such  difierence  hac 
tended  to  lessen  the  friendship  which  formerly  ex- 
isted. Upon  the  whole,  our  arms  to  the  South- 
ward were  crowned  with  success:  we  must  pre- 
sume the  meaiks  generally  used  were  right.  If 
supplies  could  have  been  furnished  by  the  Stale  of 
South  Carolina,  it  is  a  pity  they  were  not  granted. 
I  say,  it  is  possiUe  General  Qreene  might  have 
pursued  a  difierent  mode  to  obtain  clothing  and 
provisions.  He  did  not.  He  was  of  opinion  no 
other  plans  could  have  been  successfully  followed 
but  those  which  were  adopted.  The  idea  of  his 
being  a  partner  with  Banks  and  Co.  seems  to  be 
given  up  by  the  opposition.  The  mere  insinua- 
tion of  Mr.  Banks  and  some  others  can  have  no 
influence  against  such  a  cloud  of  evidence  and 
documents.  These  are  so  strong  for  the  General, 
that  they  would  work  conviction  on  the  greatest 
infidel.  I  shall  barely  advert  to  a  part  of  Uiem,  as 
mentioned  in  the  report,  and  on  this  head  give  a  few 
observations  of  my  own.  And,  flrst  the  application 
to  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  in  order  to 
create  a  competition :  Had  he  been  concerned  as 
a  partner,  or  intended  to  be  so,  no^upetition 
through  that  channel  would  have  bHl^opoaed. 
If  he  was  to  be  a  partner,  the  more  secret  the  trans- 
action, the  higher  the  advuitage.  The  bond  of 
indemnity  to  General  Greene,  oaths  of  Banks  and 
Hunter,  certificate  from  Major  Forsyth,  Nathaniel 
Pendleton's  oath,  Charles  C.  Pinckney's  oath, 
(now  Giovernor  of  South  Carolina)  and  the  certi- 
ficates of  the  two  Chancellors  of  South  Carolina, 
who  were  both  high  in  the  Executive,  when  these 
transactions  should  have  happened.  Besides,  sir, 
if  we  consider  how  many  partners  there  were  con- 
cerned with  Banks  in  tne  different  transactions, 
bad  General  Greene  been  one  of  the  company,  it 
must  long  since  have  been  manifested  to  the  world. 
The  secret  could  not  have  been  kept;  not  can  we 
possibly  think  that  General  Greene  who  was  us- 
doubteoly  a  man  of  understanding,  would  have 
expressed  himself  in  the  manner  he  has  done,  in 
the  close  of  his  letter  from  Newport,  dated  the 
24th  of  August,  1785,  had  he  been  a  partner.  He 
says  there,  "Thus  have  I  given  your  Excellency 
a  short  narration  of  the  origin  and  situation  of  this 
matter,  and  have  only  to  add  on  this  subject,  that 
I  never  held  any  commercial  connexion  with  the 
company,  other  than  what  concerned  the  public, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  or  ever  received  one 
farthing  profit  or  emolument,  or  the  premise  of 
any  one  from  them;  and  my  bond  of  indemnity 
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expresaly  declares  that  I  have  do  interest,  cod 

ion,  or  GoncenL  in  the  debts  for  which  t  became 
boond,  all  which  I  am  willing  to  Tcrify  on  oath." 
Would  be  have  pledged  his  honor^  his  reputation, 
had  he  been  interested 7  No,  it  is  imposaiolel  He 
irould  have  been  silent  had  he  been  a  culprit,  and 
not  have  challenged  the  world,  as  the  power  of 
detection  would  have  laid  with  so  many,  and  the 
shall  of  envy  always  ready.  I  hope  every^tnan 
must  be  satiaGed  that  the  General  was  no  paftner. 
The  great  points  of  contest  before  the  commit- 

1st.  Did  the  General  enter  into  these  engage- 
ments out  of  personal  re^rd  to  individuals,  with' 
out  a  view  to  the  public  mterest? 

2dly.  Waa  not  the  good  of  the  public  his  prin- 
cipal  object? 

3dly.  Under  all  circumstances,  should  not  his 
estate  be  indemnified? 

As  to  the  first,  1  cannot  think  that  the  Oeaeral, 
out  of  mere  personal  regard  to  individuals,  with- 
out a  view  to  the  public  good,  would  have  been 
^bait.  He  had  been  esteemed  a  man  of  prudence, 
~and  was  not  a  person  of  large  fortune.  How 
.  would  he  embarrass  his  family  and  property  in 
such  engagements?  Who,  under  mere  motives  of 
.  'f^fhenifship,  would  have  done  so?  The  sum  was 
^,  t56i,  large  i  he  had  no  interest.  He  got  no  goods 
or  laoney  for  himself.  He  might  have  had  a  fa- 
.  VSrable  opinion  of  some  of  the  company,  hut  his 
cesponsibility  was  become  necessary  with  a  view 
to'  the  public  good. 

As  10  the  second,  public  good  must  have  been 
his  principal  object.  The  contracts  before  made 
would  not  have  been  carried  into  execution, 
without  the  aid  of  the  contract,  for  which  the  in- 
demnity was  made  in  April,  1783.  A  great  many 
articles  wj^^bsolutely  necessary  to  the  army; 
thev  werMHiected  witli  others;  the  necessaries 
could  not  aflhat  critical  period,  or  for  the  moment, 
be  obtained  elsewhere.  The  merchants,  aa  I  un- 
derstand, insisted  upon  two  conditions  before  they 
would  deliver  the  goods:  1st,  that  ell  the  goods 
should  go  together:  2d,  that  the  commanding  offi- 
cer should  become  security.  There  was  a  necessity 
for  an  additional  capital  to  furnish  the  means  for 
sapporting  the  army;  and  as  most  ol  the  goods 
were  useful  and  necessary,  the  residue  might  be 
disposed  of  to  the  best  advantage,  and  the  money 
arising  from  them  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  deot.  Public  necessity  and  the  state  of  things 
would  oblige  the  General  to  a«ree  to  the  first  con- 
dition. The  compliance  with  the  second  condi- 
tion became  a  necessary  consequence.  The  Gen- 
eral's letter  from  Newport,  and  General  Wayne's 
oath,  Nathaniel  Pendleton's  oath,  and  other  evi- 
dence, prove  the  situation  of  the  army.  As  to  the 
third  point,  should  not  his  estate  be  indemnified? 
Through  hrs  zeal  for  the  publi^c  good,  he  has  un- 
fortunately involved  his  estate  in  difficulty,  what- 
ever the  conduct  of  the  commny  might  be.  The 
creditors  were  not  to  be  anected  either  by  the 
fraud  or  failure  of  Banks  and  the  purchasers.  Gen- 
eral. Greene  was  liable.  The  General,  when  he 
hears  of  misconduct,  does  all  he  can  to  rave 
and  indemnify  himself,  and    through  hin  the 


United  States.  Securities  were  taken  in  as  ample 
a  manner  as  they  could  be  obtained  from  the  de- 
linquents; and  General  Greene  never  wished  to 
call  upon  the  public,  imtil  every  other  means  fail- 
ed. So  late  as  the  year  1786  he  had  still  hopes 
there  would  be  no  lossj  but  when  he  found  the 
danger,  a  sense  of  duty  obli^d  him  to  come  for- 
ward to  save  himself  and  Amily.  to  ask  the  pro- 
tection of  the  public  to  indemnify  nim  from  a  debt 
that  he  had  contracted  to  save  an  army  from  mu- 
tiny and  disbanding;  to  protect  a  coimtry  which 
otherwise  would  have  been  exposed.  Many  ex- 
ertions had  he  to  make  to  feea  the  hungry  and 
cover  the  n^ed)  were  not  these  for  the  public 
good,  and  sball  his  private  property  suffer  1  Shall 
his  family  be  reduced  to  beggary,  be  stripped  of 
their  all,  10  discharge  what  me  United  States  are 
in  honor  and  in  justice  bound  to  pay? 

Retrospective  laws,  to  affect  rights  attacked, 
ought  never  to  pass;  but  laws  have  frequently 
been  enacted  to  indemnify  persons  for  a  conduct, 
though  not  strictly  legal,  but  founded  on  the  spe- 
cial circumstances  of  the  case — the  safety  or  honor 
of  a  nation  or  army,  where  the  constitutional 
authority  could  not  come  forward  in  time.  Such 
was  the  treaty  or  system  formed  by  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  and  the  great  De  Witt.  The  Dutch, 
instead  of  punishing  their  minister,  approved  the 
measure ;  it  eventually  tended  to  the  safety  and 
honor  of  the  allies.  The  individual  who  under- 
takes risks  for  his  country's  good,  a  magnanimous 
Government  will  always  sanctify.  We  should 
consider  the  case  upon  substantial  principles,  not 
according  to  the  letter,  not  act  as  the  Lacedemo- 
nians did  to  one  of  their  leaders;  they  fined  him  for 
the  infringement  of  the  letter  of  the  law,  yet  for 
the  aime  act  rewarded  the  hero  with  a  garland. 
The  fine  here  ruins  the  General's  estate,  and  the 
garland  alone,  I  fear,  in  this  country,  will  notgive 
His  children  bread  or  a  becoming  education. 

In  OUT  late  contest,  the  common  maxims  of  old 
nations  could  not  always  be  adhered  to.  We  nere 
□Uiged  to  act  according  to  emergencies.  In  the 
case  of  General  Greene,  ne  seems  to  have  intended 
for  the  best.  He  helped  to  serve  and  save  a  coun- 
try. His  merit  stands  high  indeed.  I  need  not  re- 
peat the  number  of  his  great  and  glorious  actions, 
which  mark  him  the  General  and  the  hero.  His 
name  will  be  handed  down  with  honor  to  succeed- 


ing ages. 

Under   all  circumstances,  I 
should  be  indemnified.    Lf  the  committee  do  not 


Under   all  circumstances,  I  think  his  estate 


like  the  whole  of  the  resolution,  let  there  be  a 
division,  as  proposed  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina;  though  I  should  think  we  might 
safely  vote  for  the  whole  of  the  resolutitm,  and  let 
the  bill  make  any  other  provisions  which  it  may 
be  thought  necessary. 

Mr.  Leel  Mr.  Babhweli^  Mr.  Watnb,  and  Mr. 
BooHNE,  R.  I.,  spoke  in  favor  of  agreeing  to  the 
resolutions,  and  Mr.  Macom  and  Mr.  Stdraes, 
against  the  motion.  Mr.  Sdmpteb  closed  the  de- 
rate in  sundry  remarks  on  extracts  from  letters 
wrote  by  General  Greene  during  the  late  war,  in- 
serted in  Gordon's  History  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution, which  extracts  contain  unfavorable  reflec- 
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tions  on  the  mililu  of  South  Carolina,  and  tbe 
patriotism  of  (he  inhabitants  of  that  State,  These 
KOeetioBs,  Mr.  Sdhpter  said,  were  noes  oiam- 
nies  on,  and  misrepresentations  of  the  character 
of  that  peo)Je.  which  he  said  were  inralidated  by 
facts  that  at  toat  time  took  place,  and  by  the  cen- 

___.  . ^  (jjg  conduct  of  Sonth   CanHina 

e  of  the  war. 


throughout  the  whole  ci 

Wednesday,  January  11. 
A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  Vi*™  ' 
States  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lrai,  to-  ' 

Sther  with  two  Reports  from  the  Secretary  of 
e  Deparanent  of  War,  respecting  ^  situatim 
of  afisirs  in  the  Western  coantry ;  «rhich  being 
confidential,  the  gallery  was  cleared. 

TnuaBDAT,  January  13. 
A  meesage  from  ifae  SeoMe  infonoed  tbe  Hnue 
that  the  Scute  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the  United  Slates  with  the  individual 
States,"  with  several  amendments :  the  Senate 
have  also  passed  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
eneourafement  of  the  bank  and  other  cod  fishe- 
ries, and  for  the  regulation  and  goTeniment  of  the 
fishermen  employed  therein ;"  lo  which  bills  diey 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


Fbidav,  January  13. 

Tbe  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act 
for  die  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other  eod 
fisheries  and  for  the  nvulation  and  ffovemment 
of  the  fishermen  empUiyed  therein,"  was  read 
twice  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  hare  mssed  a  bill  "  for  establishing  a 
Mint  and  restating  the  coins  of  the  United 
States,-"  to  which  they  desire  the  coneorrence  of 
thisHouM. 

The  biU  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 


Tidoal  States  f  and  the  s«me  being  twice  read, 
were  aneed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  teport  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  in  behalf  of  himself, 
Cf  tns  Oriffin,  and  David  Humphreys,  late  Com- 
missioners on  the  pert  of  the  United  Slates  for 
treating  of  peace  with  the  Sonthem  tribes  of  In- 
dians, together  with  the  Report  of  Ae  Secretary 
of  War  fliereon.    Whereoimn, 

Remdved,  That  a  committee  be  amoiated  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  granting  to  the 
aaia  Commissioners  -  di>Uars,  on  account  of 

their  extra  eipenses  going  to  and  retoming  from 
the  treaty ;  and  that  Mr.  Tuckbr.  Mr.  QiLaa,  and 
Mr.  SMifB,  of  New  Hampshire,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Tbe  HouM  rewired  itielf  into  a  Committee  of 


the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  regabm 
tbe  claims  to  half-pay,  and  to  invalid  pensioiM, 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Commiltee 
reported  that  they  had  had  the  said  bill  under  ci»- 
sideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  (m  the  table. 

.   Jt  -Monday,  January  16. 

'  •laiS  day  was  principally  taken  up  with  the 

President's  late  Message. 

Tt^ESDAT,  January  17. 
Mr.  TocKB^  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  (o  reimburse  certain  extra  expen-  , 
ses  of  the  late  Commissioners  for  treating  of  peace 
with  the  Creek  Indians  j  which  was  received,  uul 
read  the  first  Ii' 


A  representation  and  petition  of  Christopher 
Marshall,  jr.  and  Charles  Marshall,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  the  encourage' 
■       ■  '    '     Gene     '   " 


ment  and  patronage  of.  the  General  Qovernment- 
in  a  chemical  laboratory  which  they  hare  erect- 
ed for  preparing  sal-ammouia,  Glauber's  salts,  and 
volatile  spirits. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  representation  and  pe-  * 
tition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

WaDNHBAT,  January  18. 

A  bill  to  reimburse  certain  extra  expense*  ctf  the 
late  Commissioners  for  treating  of  p^e  with  the 
Creek  Indians,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  Ladbahci,  from  the  commhtee  lo  iriiom 
was  referred  the  Message  from  tk^^^esident  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  twentj^^h  ultimo, 
covering  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from  the  Attor- 
ney General,  made  a  rroort ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  ttiis  House  a  copy  of  tbe 
account  for  extra  expenses  incurred  by  the  late 
Commissioners  for  treating  of  peace  with  the 
Creek  Indians. 

A  Message  was  received  ftaat  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  the  copy  of  an 
Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vemiont 
ratifying  in  behalf  of  that  State,  oA  the  articles  of 
amendment,  proposed  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  communicatioos  from  the  Pre- 
sident, respecting  the  Western  frontiers ;  where- 
upon the  doors  were  closed. 

Tbubbdat,  Jannary  19. 
Ordertd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  altentions 
ought  to  be  made  in  the  acts  for  establishing  the 
Treasury  and  War  Departments,  and  that-  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Sonth  Carolina.  " 
Mr.  Bmbom,  be  the  said  C 
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Aoomeg  General— Petition  ff  Catharine  Greene. 


Ordered,  That  the  SMretair  of  the  Tieasoiy 
he  diveetM]  to  lay  before  this  Hoasesuch  infonii*- 
tioik,  -wiih  respect  to  the  Pinanees  of  the  United 
States^  as  will  eskbte  the  LeifiElBture  to  judge 
whether  aaj  additionsl  reTsaue  will  be  Decessaiy, 
in  oonBeo^enee  of  the  proposed  incresse  of  thi 
Milihtr;  Establisluaent. 

The  HoOM  ania  loot  up  the  repon  i^tbi 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  Message  Aort 


Friday,  January  30. 
A  petition  of  Zedekiah  Motkbb,  pr&yiu  the 
'  aettiementof  an  tccountB^instthe  UmlnJSffitee^ 
''  s  rendered  and  supplies  furnished,  ii    ' 


instiBctions  to  exanune  the  »ame,  and  report  hif 
(^aion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Tbe  Hmue  aoain  reHdved  itulf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Houae  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretury  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of 
Catharine  Greens,  relict  of  the  late  Major  Genwal 
Greene  J  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progreas,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

MoNiui,  January  33. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Comptmller  of  the  Treasury,  corering 
on  account  of  extra  expenses  incurred  by  the  late 
OommissieDera  for  treating  of  peace  with  the 
Creek  Indians,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  this  House 
on  tbe  ISth  VttM>t  i  which  w«a  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  tb^He. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaauy,  coTeriiw  hie 
Keportiandsuiidry  statements,  reapeetittgthemuun- 
oes  of  the  United  States,  made  pursuant  to  an  or- 
det  of  this  Hooae  on  Thursday  Iwt:  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  Oniered, 
That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  subject  of  MaBufactnree,  be  conuniited  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Hrmday 
next 

DUTIES  OF  ATTORNEY  OENBRAL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mea- 
■age  from  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  of 
die  adrh  uhimo,  coyerins  the  copy  of  a  Letter  to 
him  fVom  the  Attoroey  Oenend :  Wherenpon, 

Rttohed,  That  it  would  bs  proper  to  make  it  the 
duty  of  Ihs  attorneys  in  tha  sersral  diitricta  to  pursue 
the  initractiona  wMch,  fh>tn  tinietotlme,  aball  be  given 
tbem,  reepectiTely,  b;  the  AKomey  General  of  the 
United  SUtea,  in  all  mattera  (ouching  their  reapectii 
eScea,  and  to  eorresp<nld  with  him  on  any  matter  r 
bttve  to  jadieial  buaineaa,  which  ahall  arise  within  their 
tespeeliie  distiieta,  and  upon  which  he  ahall  request  in- 
fctmatim  from  them.  And  that  it  would  be  proper  tc 
make  it  As  doty  «f  A»  Attamt^  Qennal  lo  give  hk 
3d  Cos.— 18 


■dTica  to  theatlMnejBof  thea*v«raldiatricta,api>naiiy 
matto  retatiTe  to  JuiUdal  boaineaa,  nhidi  ^all  aiiae 
within  their  respective  diatricts ;  and  upon  which  they 
■hail  lequeat  audi  advice,  or  he  ahall  tlunk  itpiopeitbr 
him  to  interfere :  and  to  make  it  lawful  for  the  Attor- 
ney General  in  any  auit,  in  which  (he  Unitpd  St&tea 
ahall  be  ■  party,  or  ahall  be  intereatsd,  and  in  any  Court 
whatsoever,  to  advocate  the  United  Stalea,  although 
Burh  suit  shall  Dot  have  been  originsUy  instituted  by 
libn,  or  under  his  direction ;  and  that,  for  the  purpose 
|0f  asnsting  him  in  the  executian,  as  weU  of  the  duties 
Derein  ^assigned  him,  aa  of  thoee  heretofore  assigned 
him  by  law,  he  may  appotnl  a  deik,  who,  tor  his  aer- 

vices,  ahall  b«  aBewed  at  the  raM  «f dollars  bj 

Uwyaat.      . 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,'  and  thai  the  said  com* 
mittee  do'prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
PETITION  OP  OATHAMNE  GREENE. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  on  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
petition  of  Catharine  Greene,  several  members 
objected  (o  taking  up  this  subject,  being  of  a  pri- 
vate nature,  while  mailers  of  the  greatest  public 
importance  demand   the  immediate  attenUon  of 


I,  31  to  16 ;  and  Mr.  LivEnMOBE  look  the 
Chair. 

Af^er  considerable  debate,  the  question  was  put 
for  agreeing  to  the  first  resolution,  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

SeMinai,  aa  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That 
the  estate  of  the  late  M^jor  General  Greene  ought  to 


CsloIiDa,  for  the  pnrposs  of  obtaming  siqiplies  for  the 
Army  of  the  United  Stataa,  mider  hia  command,  in  the 
year  1783. 

Which  was  negatived,  38  to  35. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
had  had  under  consideration  a  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Troasory  on  the  petition  of  Catha- 
rine Greene,  and  had  come  to  no  resolution 
thereca. 

Mr.  Macok  then  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  should  be  discharged  IVom  any  furthet 
prooeedings  on  Ute  subject;  which  motion  was 
agtoedlo. 

Mr.  BoOBHS  then  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution 
for  referring  the  Secretary's  Report,  tt^ther 
with  Mrs.  Gneene's  petitiMi,  and  the  vouchers  ac- 
companying it,  to  a  select  committee,  with  in- 
struction to  inquire  into  the  facts  whicn  rendered 
it  necessary  for  General  Greene  to  become  secu- 
rity to  Banks  &,  Co.,  and  the  nature,  circumstan- 
ces^ and  amount  of  the  original  debt,  and  the  obli- 
gation entered  into  by  General  Greene  for  pay- 
ment thereof;  with  an  account  of  the  moneys  or 
collateral  security  received  by  the  obligees,  or  by 
General  Greene  in  his  life  time,  or  his  represent- 
atives since  his  death,  in  part  thereof;  and  the 
eventual  loss  which  his  estate  will  sustain  in  con- 
sequence of  the  said  securities ;  and  after  examin- 
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ing  all  the  circunutoBces  and  snch  further  eri- 
desce  Bs  may  be  offered  relative  to  the  transaction, 
to  reDOrl  their  opinioo  thereon  to  the  House. 

A  Message  was  receired  from  the  President  of 
the  UnitedSiates,  transmitting  ceitaio  documents 
received  from  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Vir- 
ginia, respecting  lands  located  bj'  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Viigiuia  line,  under  the  laws  of 
that  State,  and  since  ceded  to  the  Chickasaw  In- 
dians. Referred  to  the  committee  formerly  ap- 
pointed ou  the  same  subject 

T  DEB  DAT,  January  34. 

Mr.  Laurance,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  the  office  of  the  Attor- 
ney General  of  the  United  Stales;  which  was 
received  and  read  twice,  and  committed. 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole'  House  on  the  proposition  for  appor- 
tioning Representatives  among  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  first  enumeration — Mr.  Mdslen- 
BBHo  in  the  Cbair — when  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  came  up,  as  follows: 

■■  Rtiolted,  That  it  ij  the  opinion  of  this  eommitlce, 
that  B  bill  ODght  to  be  prepared  for  apportioning  Repie- 
•entaliTM  among  the  laveisl  Statoa,  according  U  '' 
£l«t  enumeration ;  and  making  proviiion  for  a  aevuuv 
enumeration,  and  for  an  ^tportraoment  of  Repreaenl- 
•tivee  thereon,  to  compow  the  Honw  of  Repreaenta- 
tivM  aftar  the  3d  da;  of  Hatch,  1797 :" 

To  which  the  following  amendment  was  pro- 


Mr.  Gebrt  observed,  that  as  the  ratio  of  thirty 
thousand  had  already  received  a  sanction,  the  pro- 
posed amendment  became  necessary  for  the  sake 
of  consistency;  that  the  select  committee  ought 
not  to  be  left  at  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill  accoid- 
iog  to  their  own  principles,  as  it  waa  uncertain 
whether  they  might  not  report  a  different  ratio. 
If,  however,  genUemen  preferred  a  discussion  of 
the  question  after  the  hill  should  be  reported,  he 
had  no  objection  to  having  the  amendment  altered, 
BO  that  the  committee  mi^hi  leave  the  ratio  blank. 

Mr.  Benson  had  no  objection  to  the  additional 
proposition;  and  with  respect  to  the  provision  for 
a  second  enumeration,  be  would  also  agree  to  that; 
not  that  he  wished  the  measure  to  be  at  cmce 
adopted;  but  thatifa  second  enumeration  appeared 
necessary,  the  provision  should  be  ready  at  hand, 
without  the  necessity  of  passing  a  new  bill  for  the 
purpose. 

Mr.  LivERHOBB  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause 
respecting  the  ratio  of  one  (othirty  thousand;  and 
oberved,  that  as  far  as  he  could  tmderstand  the 
idea  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Obbbt,]  it  was  that,  as  the  House  had  alrnidy, 
in  the  former  bill,  expressed  their  oninion  in  fiivor 
of  the  ratio  of  tbirtv  thousand,  and  adhered  to  it, 
when  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  that  was  a  rea- 
son why  the  jninciple  should  be  established  in  the 
new  bill  which  was  contemplated.    But,  for  his 


part,  he,  on  the  contrary,  thought  this  alone 
a  sufficient  reason  why  the  House  should  not 
estaUish  the  principle;  for,  having  already  tried 
it,  and  not  met  with  a  concurrence  on  the.pan  of 
the  Senate,  they  need  not  go  on  the  same  gronud 
again,  unless  the  Senate  were  known  to  have  al- 
tered their  opinion. 

M|.  GsBBy  replied,  that  the  gentleman  last  up 
had  misconceived  his  idea.  He  did  not  mea^ 
that  because  the  House  bad  once  adopted,  and  af- 
terwards adhered  to,  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand, 
therefore  they  should  not  reconsider  the  qvation. 
His  meaning  was,  that  the  reconsideration  should 
be  made  by  themselves,  and  not  by  a  select  com-. 
nittee.  He  wished,  therefore,  that  the  committee 
jhould  be  restricted  in  that  particular;  and,  aAer 
the  bill  should  be  reported,  the  House  might  then 

I  into  a  discussion  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  LrvBHHOHE  could  see  no  reason  for  pointing 
out  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand,  unless  the  Houae 
meant  particularly  to  fix  upon  it.  if  a  decinon 
of  the  question  was  intended,  he  thought  it  might 
BB  well  take  place  beforehand;  the  decision  of 
the  Hou-ie  would  be  a  leading  principle  to  the 
committee,  in  drafting  the  bill,  and  it  would  after- 
wards require  a  majority  to  make  any  alteration. 
He  hoped  the  question  would  be  taiken ;  and  if 
gentlemen  were  determined  to  pursue  the  old 
track,  the  majority  would,  no  doubt,  carry  it. 

Mr.  Giles  observed,  that  as  the  committee 
would  still  be  authorized  to  report  the  ratio  blank, 
it  would  be  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  quesuoi 
for  the  present;  as  this  would  not  prevent  an  after 
discussion,  when  the  bill  should  k  brought  for- 
ward. The  wMds  of  the  clause  did  not  appear  to 
him  to  establish  any  principle ;  and  he  hoped  they 
would  be  retained. 


forbidding  the  C' 
ready,  by  the  Constitution,  prevented  from  doing- 
He  liiriher  observed,  that  it  was  not  the  Senate 
who  had  negatived  the  former  bill,  but  thePresident 
of  the  Senate,  who,  as  Chairman  of  that  body,  had 
decided  the  question  by  his  casting  vote.  The 
Senate  was  not,  at  that  time,  full;  and  several  of 
the  Senators  had  since  come  in. 

Mr.  Dayton  suggested  that  it  might,  perhaps, 
be  better  to  direct  the  comminee  lo  leave  the  ra- 
tio blank. 

Mr.  Wbite  observed,  that  such  a  directi(»i 
given  to  the  committee,  would  be  adereliction  al 
a  principle  alr^dy  estaUished  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Datton  denied  that  the  House  had  esta- 
blished a  princiide. 

Mr.  WntTE  replied,  that  the  House  had  esta- 
blished the  principle  by  their  former  adherence 
to  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand;  be  wished,  there- 
fore, that  the  committee  should  report  either  that 
ratio  or  a  blank. 

Mr.  Dayton  asked  whether  the  object  in  view 
was  not  to  reconcile  the  varying  opinions  of  the 
House  and  the  Senate,  by  some  reason^e  com- 
promise? 

Mr.  Madison  observed,  that,  as  the  final  decisioa 
of  the  question  must  be  made  bya  majority  of  the 
House,  it  was  immaterial  whether  it  was  made 
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the  subject  (^present  or  of  future  discUBUon;  bnt, 
BiBce  the  House  found  to  peaX  difficulty  in  fiUing 
up  the  blank,  he  thought  it  improper  that  a  select 
Itee  should  have  the  power  of  doing  it. 


Bren  if  they  did  flU  it  up,  their  decision  would 
no*  be  coQclusiTe,  though  it  might  lend  to  embar- 
ram  the  House.  He  wished,  therefore,  either  that 
the  ratio  should  be  preriously  fixed,  or  the  com- 
mittee directed  to  report  it  blank. 

Mr.  MtTRRAT  did  not  consider  the  proposition 
in  the  light  of  a  compromise ;  nor  did  he  imasine 
that  gentlemen  wouldfire  upaprinciplej  to  which 
thev  were  attached.  A  difierence  of  opmion  pre- 
Tailed  with  respect  to  the  apportionment,  result- 
ing from  a  calculation  upon  fractions;  some  gen- 
tlemen thinking  that  the  ratio,  once  determmed 
by  the  House,  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  aggie- 
0ite  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  whilst  others  (of  which  number  he  was 
one)  were  for  applying  it  to  the  number  of  citizens 
in  each  State.  He  hoped  that,  in  the  instructions 
to  the  committee,  either  the  one  or  the  other  priu' 
ciple  would  be  established.  Such  a  previous  re- 
ct^ition  on  the  part  of  the  House  would  fociti- 
tate  the  business  of  the  committee,  andshow  them 
on  what  ground  to  proceed. 

Mr.  LiVEBMOSE  observed,  that  if  the  clause  was 
intended  merely  to  enable  the  committee  to  leave 
the  ratio  blank,  it  would  be  indifferent  to  him 
irhether  it  were  struck  out  or  not,  as  he  only  wished 
to  have  a  &ir  op^Kntunity  of  discussing  the  sub- 
ject. But,  in  his  opinion,  the  words  of  the  clause 
were  intended  to  establish  the  ratio  of  thirty  thou- 
sand, the  very  thing  which  had  caused  the  loss  of 
the  former  bill.  Howerer,  as  the  words  were  of 
such  ambiguous  meaning,  as  to  be  thus  different- 
Ir  understood  by  different  gentlemen,  he  hoped 
tbey  would  hfietruck  out. 

The  question  being  taken  on  striking  out  the 
clause  in  question,  passed  in  the  negativej  after 
which  the  committee,  having  agreed  to  the  resolu- 
tion and  the  amendment,  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.DATTOH  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"  and  making  provision  for  a  second  enumeration, 
and  for  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  there- 
oik,  to  compose  the  House  of  Representatives,  af- 
ter the  3d  day  of  March,  1797;"  as  he  saw  no  ne- 
cessity for  htu^euing  the  peojde  so  soon  with  the 
expense  of  a  second  enumeration. 

Mr.  WaLiAiiaoM  observed,  that  although  some 
complaints  were  made  of  the  fractional  parts  not 
being  represented,  he  never  could  conceive  that 
the  Tiamers  of  the  Constitution  entertained  an 
idea  of  a  representation  of  the  people  distinct  frmn 
the  States,  out  contemplated  tlie  representation  of 
the  people  of  each  State,  according  to  some  given 
ratio.  No  ratio  could  be  adopted  that  would  not 
leave  fractions;  and  those  fractions  would  be  great- 
er in  some  States  than  in  others.  The  Stale  which 
he  represented  would  suffer  in  that  particular  as 
much,  perhaps,  as  any  other  State  in  the  Union; 
but  those  States  that  will  suffer  the  most  in  the 
first  instance,  will  be  the  sooner  relieved,  as  the 
fractional  parts  will  probably  then  be  in  their  fa- 
vor, provitud  Congress  proceed  upon  some  gene- 


ral mle.  In  order  to  remove  alt  complaints  of  in- 
equality on  account  of  fractions,  and  to  give  those 
States  which  have  large  portions  of  p^ple  unre- 
presented, the  same  advantage  hereafter  that  other 
imtes  will  now  enjoy,  he  wished  to  see  a  second 
numeration  take  place  before  the  expiration  of 
en  years. 

Mr.  Gbhbt  remarked,  that  there  would  have 
been  no  dispute  about  fractions  if  the  ratio  had 
been  first  established,,  and  provision  afterwards 
made  for  carrying  it  mto  execution;  but  when  it 


and  leave  greater  or  less  fractions,  gentlen 
took  the  one  or  the  other  side  of  the  question,  and 
wished  to  vary  the  ratio,  as  would  best  suit  parti-  | 

cukr  States.    This  was  the  cause  of  that  differ-  | 

»  of  opinion  which  prevailed  in  the  House  and 
the  Senate.  The  evil  ought  to  be  remedied  if 
possible ;  and  the  only  remedy  he  knew,  was  the 
proposition  under  consideration.  The  principle 
would  be  thus  established  at  a  time  when  its  ra- 
ture  operation  cannot  be  foreseen ;  and  the  mem- 
bers from  particular  States  cannot  possibly  know 
what  numoer  will  result  fVom  the  ratio  they  fix 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  observed,  that 
if  the  r^iresentati<»  was  apportioned  every  ten 
years,  with  as  great  equality  as  circumstances 
would  admit,  this  would  be  amply  sid&cient  for 
the  oeneral  security. 

}&.  Madibon  insisted  mt  the  propriety  of  pro- 
viding beforehand  for  the  census  which  is  next  to 
take  place,  in  such  manner,  as  to  render  it  impoa- 
sible  for  local  calculations  to  intrude  themselves. 
If  the  jwinciple  of  equality  was  of  one-tenth 
part  of  the  importance  that  some  gentlemen  con- 
tended for,  surely  some  precautions  ought  to  be 
taken  to  guard  against  those  inequalities  that  will 
every  day  take  place,  and  will  by  far  exceed  those 
which  have  already  agitated  the  House  so  much. 
If  it  be  an  evil  that  one  State  should  have  greater 
unrepresented  fractions  than  another,  it  would  be 
a  much  greater  evil  that  any  one  State  should  be 
deprived  of,  perhaps,  three  or  four  members,  to 
whom  she  has  a  right.  Gentlemenseemed  to  think 
that  the  larger  States  would  not  suffer  so  much 
from  those  inequalities  as  the  smaller  ones;  but 
he  would  ask,  whether  the  people  in  every  part  of 
the  United  Slates  were  not  to  be  considered  as 
equal  on  the  floor  of  Congress?  Ten  or  twenty  thou- 
saaA  citizens  of  New  York,  North  Carolina,  or  Vir- 
ginia, when  considered  in  relation  to  that  House, 
were  of  as  much  consequence  as  the  same  num- 
ber in  Rhode  Island  or  Delaware;  it  is  not  to  be 
considered  whether  such  a  surplus  rises  from  ten 
Representatives,  or  from  a  single  one. 

He  could  see  no  objection  to  the  measure  but 
the  expense  attending  it;  but  he  did  not  think  the 
expense  ought  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the 
advantages  that  would  result  from  it.  He  thought, 
even,  that  there  would  be  a  considerable  saving  of 
expense  in  settling  the  matter  beforehand,  when 
much  less  time  will  be  spent  in  debate.  Had 
the  question  been  determined  at  the  last  session, 
it  would  not  have  cost  the  community  one-tenth 
part  of  what  it  has  cost  them. 
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Mr.  BocnrHOT  said,  there  wss  a  great  difiercace 
between  the  surplus  of  aamalier  State  repreieated 
by  asii]gIeinemDer,aDd  that  of  a  larger  one,  whose 
rapresentation  is  more  Quoierous^^as  the  wants, 
the  wishes,  and  the  intentions  of  the  coDstiments, 
are  better  represented  in  the  latter  case  th&n  in  the 
former.  He  wished  the  committee  might  be  left 
at  liberty  to  devise  whatever  means  might  seem 
most  likely  to  unite  both  sides  of  the  House ;  and 
wished  to  strike  out  all  the  latter  part  of  the  reao- 
lutioo,  from  the  words  "first  eDjimeration." 

Mr.  DiTTON  thought  it  bv  no  means  proper, 
that  the  present  Congress  should  undertake  to 
l^islate,  not  only  for  their  constituentSj  but  also 
for  their  successors  in  the  House,  especially  in  a 
point  which  the  future  Congress  will  be  more 
competent  to  decide  upon. 

Mr.  LiTEHHOBB  remarked,  that  if  the  ratio  be 
applied  to  the  people  of  particular  States,  it  will 
be  ever  productive  of  inetjuality.  Although  a  frac- 
tional number  may  remam  as  well  in  a  luge  ae  in 
a  small  State;  yet,  it  will  not  affect  the  larger  so 
much  as  the  smaller  one.  Theratioof  thirty  thou- 
sand eives  Virginia  twenty-one  Representatives; 
and  if  there  remained  even  a  surplus  of  twenty- 
nine  thousand,  (hat  State  could  not  feel  her  inte- 
rests very  sensibly  affected,  and  would  have  littie 
reason  lo  complain;  whereas,  that  ratio  operates 
more  strongly  against  the  States  of  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  whose 
ReTiresentatives  are  so  much  inferior  in  number. 
Delaware,  for  instance,  having  but  one  Repre- 
sentative and  a  fraction  of  above  twenty-flve  thou- 
sand, would  be  represented  in  the  ratio  of  only  ooe 
to  fifty-five  thousand.  This  inequality  might  be 
renteaied,  unless  gentlemen,  because  Che  scale  was ' 
DOW  turned  in  their  favor,  wished  to  take  all  pos- 
sible advantage  of  it,  and,  as  far  as  in  their  power, 
to  nve  perpetuity  t^i  the  law,  and  m^e  the  ratio 
apply  to  every  future  census  for  ever.    But  could 

Sntlemen  say  there  is  now  more  wisdom  in  the 
ouse  than  ever  can  be  collected  into  it  at  any 
future  period?  Gentlemen  had  asserted  that  one 
buudred  and  twenty  Representatives  will  possess 
double  that  share  of  wisdom,  which  &lls  to  the  lot 
of  sixty ;  and  this  very  argument  had  heen  strong- 
ly urged  for  increasing  the  representation  to  the 
utmost  extent  allowed  by  the  Constitution,  because 
the  House  is  then  to  possess  twice  or  three  times 
more  wisdom  than  is  now  contained  within  its 
walls.  Posterity,  he  hoped,  might  be  trusted  to 
pass  laws  that  will  affect  their  own  time. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs  Girhy, 
NiLEBj  and  Barnwell, 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for;  and 
the  question  being  put,  for  striking  out  the  words, 
"and  making  provision  for  a  second  enumeration, 
and  for  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  there- 
on, to  compme  the  House  of  Representatives  after 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1797:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — Yeas  33,  Nays  36,  as 
follows : 

Yiis. — Eliu  Boudinot,  Sheaijishnb  Bourne,  Ben- 
jHoin  Bourne,  Atraham  Clark,  Jonatliui  Dsyton, 
Tboaas  Pituimoiu,  Nicbt^M  Gilmsn,  Andrew  Chregg, 
Thomw  Hartley,  Duiial  Hcuter,  Israel  Jacalia,  Aanm 


KilclKiU,  Amaaa  Learned,  Sunuel  Livcfaune,  Natbanid 
Nilea,  Comeliiu  0.  Bdioonmakar,  Jothoa  8«nej,  Jem- 
tniah  Bisith,  Israd  Bmith,  Peter  Sylvesta,  TboaM 
Tndor  Tucker,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats. — disbar  Amai,  J<dui  Baptist  A^m,  Abrahaai 
Baldwin,  Kobait  Bamwall,  Egbert  Beiuon,  John  Btowa, 
WUUaui  Findlev,  Elbridge  Gen?,  WilUam  B.  Gilat, 
Benjamin  Goo&ue,  Sunnel  GriiBn,  WUliaia  Beiq 
Grove,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  John  W.  Kitt«i^ 
John  Lanrance,  Richard  Bland  Lea,  Nalbanisl  MaeoD, 
Junes  Msdiaou,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  AngiutDi 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mnrraj,  John  Page,  Up- 
ton Sheriduie,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrctt,  JoDsthan 
Hturges,  Thomas  Bumpter,  George  Thatdier,  Thraaai 
Trsdwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  An- 
thony Wayne,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  WiUiunson, 
and  Frands  Willis. 

The  question  being  then  put,  for  striking  out  the 
words,  ''aad  that  nogrealer  ratio  bereported  Ihaa 
thirty  thousand  inhabitants  for  every  r 


It  was  restdved  in  the  affinoative— Yeas  33, 
Nays  26,  as  follows: 

Till. — Flitter  Amea,  Robert  Barawell,  Egbert  Bes- 
•on,  Elia*  Boudinot,  Shearjaahub  Bourne,  Abraham 
Clijk,  Jonathan  Da^u,  Thomas  Fituimona,  Nich»- 
lea  Gilman,  Benjamin  Qoodhne,  Andrew  Ore^,  Wfl- 
liam  Barry  Grore,  Thomas  Hartl^.  Daniel  Boater, 
farad  Jaeoba,  PUUp  K«y,  Avim  Kilebell,  John  W. 
Kicteta,  Amaaa  Learned,  Samnel  Livennors,  Natfaauiat 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Nathaniel  Niiea,  Jaemiah 
Smith,  lanet  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Storgea, 
Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tuck- 
er, Jeremiah  Wadswoitb,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Fraucii 
Willis. 

NiiS' — John  Baptist  Aahe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Beo- 
jamin  Bounie,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  EQnidga 
GenjiWiltiam  B.GDes, James Gordon,^mael Griffin, 
Daniel  Uuger,  John  Laurance,  RichiM  Bland  Lee, 
Andrew  Moore.  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Mamy,  John  Page,  ComeliuB  C.  Scboonma- 
ker,  Joshua  Seney,  Upton  Sheridine,  Saatoel  SterMtl, 
Thomas  Sampler,  Thomaa  Tredwell,  Abraham  Ven- 
able, Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh 
Williamson. 

And  then  the  nuiin  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolutiou,  amended  to 
read  as  follows: 

Reiolvtd,  That  a  bill  be  prepared  for  apportion- 
ing Representatives  among  the  several  Stales, 
according  to  the  first  enumeration,  and  making 
provision  for  «  second  enumeration,  and  for  an 
apportionment  of  Representatives  thereon,  toctwa- 
poae  the  House  of  Representatives  after  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1797:  it  was  resolved  in  the  afilrra- 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  por^ 
suant  totbesaid  resolutioa;  and  that  t^.  BsHaon, 
Mr.  Madibok,  and  Mr.  Oerrt,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whtde 
House  to  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
claims  to  half-pay  and  to  invalid  pensions,  and 
made  some  progress  therein;  when  the  House  ad' 
joumed. 
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Wbdkbsdat,  January  ti. 
Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  tJnited 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  ihU 
lEIouse  copies  of  the  official  commuui cations  which 
have  taken  place  between  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  respect  to  the  raising  of  troops  within,  and 
under  the  diieciion  of  the  said  State. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
xmendments  reported  by  the  Commillee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  last,  to  the  bill  to  ascer- 
tain and  reflate  the  ckims  to  half-pay  and  to 
invalid  pensions^  and  the  sune  beins  twice  read, 
irere  aereed  to ;  and  the  bill  beinc  furUier  amended 
at  the  Clerk's  tabte^  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Madibon,  from  the  committee  appointed, 

Kesented  a  bill  for  making  further  and  more  ef- 
ctual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  received,  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

TRiTBflDAT,  Jantiarf  96. 
^   An  engrossed  bill  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
'cittrms  to  half-pay  and  to  invalid  pensions  was 
read  the  thi^  time  and  passed. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  PRONTffiRS. 

The  HoBse  resolved  itielf  Into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  making  farther 
mnd  more  effectual  provision  for  the  ProtectloQ  of 
the  Frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

A  motion  being  nunle  to  strike  ont  the  second 
•ectioB  of  the  bil^  which  eontemriates  the  raising 
4^  three  additicHud  regiments  <^  iKfantry  and  a 
aquadron  of  light  dragoons,  Bmotmting  in  a"  " 
tfarae  tiioiiauid  and  forty  men,  exelnuve  of  c 


It  was  urged  in  ftvar  of  the  notion,  tii&t  Ae 
4iaii  war,  in  wiiieh  the  United  States  are  at  pie- 
KBt  inrvolveal,  was,  in  its  origin,  as  tmiustty  nn- 
dortaken  as  it  has  since  been  unwisely  and  unsoc- 
ewsfdlly  conducted  ;  that  depredations  had  been 
etitnmitted  by  the  iriiites  as  well  as  by  the  Indi- 
«M ;  and  the  whites  were  mo«t  prob^y  the  ag- 
freuof s,  as  they  frequently  made  encroachments 
on  thx  uidian  luds,  whereas  the  Indians  showed 
no  ia^Unation  to  obtain  possessioa  of  oar  territory, 
«K  ervn  to  mmke  temporary  invasions  until  uived 
to  it  by  a  sense  of  their  wronj:s.  A  proof  of  this 
■nemetMching  lisposltkm  on  then  part  jdatnly  ap- 
peared IB  dieir  eottduct,  after  the  victory  they 
lately  oktained  over  our  troops;  for,  vrhen  flushed 
wi^  snccesa,  they  might  have  swept  the  country 
before  them,  and  penetrated  «  fu  as  Pittsburg, 
^y  contented  themselves  with  the  advantage 
they  bad  gained  over  their  invaders,  and  did  nor 
attempt  to  invade  our  territories  in  return,  al- 
thoogfa  there  was  nowhere  at  hand  a  Eiifficient 
-  force  (o  check  their  oateer. 

Tfaemode  of  treating  the  IndJans  hi  general  wo; 
nptobsted  as  unwise  and  impditic.  The  Indian! 
ate  with  difBculty  to  be  reduced  by  the  sword,  but 
May  easily  be  gtuned  by  justice  and  moderatiim 
n^  akhoogh  Ueir  eraehwsare  alleged  as  reasoti 


for  a  difitrent  conduct,  and  the  sufferings  of  die 
white  people  pathetically  deplored,  these  narra- 
tives, it  was  saia,  are  at  best  but  exparte  evidence — 
we  hear  nothing  of  the  sufferings  of  the  Indians— 
but  if  Comjdanter's  speech  were  read,  it  would  set 
the  matter  in  a  very  different  point  of  view,  and 
famish  a  complete  answer  to  all  the  charges  of 


be  necessary  for  (he  support  of  the  war.  To  per* 
severe  in  hostilities  would  be  wasting  the  puUic 
money  to  a  very  bad  purpose  indeed  ;  for,  suppos- 
'" "  TUr  arms  crowned  with  victory,  what  are  the 
nteges  we  may  expect  to  resp  from  our  suc- 
1  Wecanonlygainpossessionof  their  lands — 
a  possessioa  that  must  long  continue  unproductive 
ofthe  smallest  benefit,  as  we  already  possess  land 
sufficient — more,  in  fact,  than  we  will  be  able  to 

iltivate  for  a  century  lo  come. 

Instead  of  being  ambitious  to  extend  our  bouod- 

ies,  it  would  answer  a  much  better  national  pur- 
pose to  check  the  roving  disposition  of  the  frostier 
settlers,  and  prevent  them  from  too  suddenly  ex- 
tending themselves  to  the  Western  waters.  If 
kept  closer  together,  and  more  nearly  connected 
with  the  old  settlements,  they  would  be  more  use- 
ful to  (he  community  at  large,  and  would  not  m 
frequently  involve  us  in  unnecessary  and  expen- 

~  ~  wars  with  the  Indians ;  but  if  permittetl  to 
at  pleasure,  they  will  keep  the  nation  em- 
broiled in  perpetual  warfare  as  long  as  the  Indians 
have  a  single  acre  of  ground  to  rest  upon. 

If  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stotes  were  recalled 
within  their  proper  boundaries  there  they  might, 
for  years  to  coma,  cultivate  the  soil  in  peace,  nei- 
ther invaded  nor  invading.  As  the  country  pro- 
gresses in  population,  and  our  limits  are  found  too 
narrow,  it  will  then  be  soon  enough  to  contem- 
plate a  gradual  extension  of  our  frontier :  but,  iu 
tfae  mean  lime,  it  is  an  idle  proAision  of  blood  and 
treasure  to  carry  vrar  beyond  otir  present  line  of 
forts.  It  is  only  exposing  our  arms  to  disgrace, 
betraying  our  own  weakness,  and  lessening  the 
public  confidence  in  the  Gener^  Govemm»t,  lo 
send  forth  armies  to  be  butchered  in  the  forest*, 
while  we  suffer  the  Biiti^  to  keep  possession  of 
the  posts  within  our  territory. 

As  long  as  Britain  is  suflered  to  retain  these 
posts,  we  can  never  hope  to  succeed  against  the 
Indians ;  nor  ought  we  to  trace  our  late  misfortune 
to  any  other  source  than  her  still  holdins  them  in 
her  possession.  Were  thev  in  our  hands,  the  In- 
dians could  not  carry  on  their  operations  against 
us  with  the  same  degree  of  vigor  as  they  now  do  j 
fbr  it  is  from  those  forts  that  they  obtain  their  sup* 
plies  of  arms  and  ammunition,  with  which  thef 
cao  be  at  all  times  plentifully  furnished,  as  long 
as  things  continue  on  their  present  footing. 

Until  those  posts  are  in  our  possession,  it  will 
be  in  vain  to  send  our  armies  into  the  wilaerneea. 
A  body  of  five  thousand  men,  sent  out  against  the 
Indiai^ under  the  present  circumstances,  would 
be  as  effectoally  defeated  as  the  smaller  ones  have 
already  been.  In  those  wilds,  our  tioope  have  He 
I  firiend  at  hand  to  Aitnish  (hem  wi(h  supplies,  or  lo 
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fpve  Aaa  luteUigeoce  of  the  approach  and  opera- 
tions of  the  enemy ;  whereas,  the  Indians,  receiv- 
ing both  aid  and  information  from  their  friendly 
neighbors,  can  pre-concert  their  plans,  and  choose. 
according  to  their  own  conrenience,  tne  place  ana 
the  hour  of  attack,  as  they  did  before.  ' 

It  was  here  observed,  by  an  honorable  gentle-  < 
man  on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  that  we 
ought  undoubtedly  to getpossessioD of  those  posts; 
and  that  we  might  have  long  since  obtained  it,  if 
we  had  only  laid  a  seasonable  embargo  on  all  the 
British  shipping  in  our  ports  ;  though  he  doubted 
whether  it  would  at  present  be  worth  while  to 
take  such  a  step,  as  the  English  have  lost  so  great 
■  portion  of  our  carrying  trade,  in  consequence  of 
the  additioniJ  tonnage  laid  on  their  vessels. 

In  favor  of  the  motion,  it  was  further  urged,  that, 
supposing  even  the  war  to  have  been  originally 
nndertaken  with  justice  on  oui  side — supposing. 
also,  that  the  national  honor  and  interest  callea 
for  a  continuance  of  hostilities — yet,  as  it  wis  by 
no  means  either  necessary  or  prudent  to  invade 
the  Indian  territory,  as  this  had  been  attempted  in 
two  successive  campaigns,  and  the  event  had,  in 
both  instances,  been  such  as  to  afford  no  very  nat- 
tering prospect  from  a  third  expedition  of  the  same 
kind,  it  was  thought  much  more  advisable  to  con- 
tent ourselves  with  defending  the  frontier;  and 
this  might  be  done  without  making  so  great  an 
aagmentation  in  the  military  eslablisJiment. 

The  only  use  of  regular  troops  on  the  frontier 
is  to  garrison  the  forts,  and  to  haveastanding  force 
in  the  neighborhood  to  form  a  slatiooj  to  which 
the  militia  may  resort  either  for  protection  or  sup- 
plies; but  as  to  active  service,  the  frontier  militia 
and  rangers  were -pronounced  to  be  by  far  prefer- 
able to  the  regular  troops,  as  being  more  expert 
woodsmei^  and  better  habituated  to  the  Indian 
mode  of  fighting.  To  defend  the  forts^a  small 
number  of  regulars  would  be  sufficient.  The  pre- 
sent establishment  of  two  regiments  would,  if  com- 
pleted, be  amply  adequate  to  the  purpose,  and, 
when  assisted  oy  such  forces  as  might  at  all  times 
be  collected  on  the  frontier,  would  be  able  to  repel 
every  inroad  of  the  enemy. 

Experience  has  proved  that  the  sudden  and  de- 


methodical  operations  of  a  regular  force.  The 
former  are  betler  calculated  for  expedition  and 
surprise,  making  uuxpected  sallies,  scouring  the 
country  in  smsll  bodies,  harassing  the  Indians, 
and  intercepting  their  straggling  parties,  by  whom 
their  motions  are  unobserved ;  whereas,  when  a 
body  of  regulars  take  the  field,  encumbered  with 
baggage  and  heavy  artillery^  the  unavoidable  slow- 
ness of  their  movements  affords  the  enemy  an  op- 
portonity  of  watching  all  their  operations,  collect- 
ing their  whole  force,  and  skullung  in  the  woods 
around  them  till  they  can  seize  the  favorable  mo- 
ment to  strike  a  sudden  blow,  which  they  general- 
ly do  with  success,  but  which  they  could  never 
attempt  if  exposed  every  hour  to  the  unforeseen 
attacluofour  woodsmen,  who  would  keep  their 
attention  constantly  engaged  in  all  quarters^  and 
thus  pievent  them  from  uniting  in  large  bodies.    . 


It  was  further  obterred  by  some  gentlemm, 
who  even  admitted  the  propriety  of  invading  the 
Indian  territory,  that,  to  effect  this  with  success, 
it  was  by  no  means  necessary  to  m&ke  such  an  in- 
crease in  the  military  establishment  as  that  con- 
templated in  the  bill.  The  miscarriage  of  the  for- 
mer expeditions  could  not  (they  said)  be  alleged 
as  a  sufficient  reason ;  for  it  is  well  known  uat 
the  former  establishment  was  far  from  being  com- 
plete. The  regulars  intended  for  the  service 
of  the  last  campaign  were  to  have  been  above 
two  thousand  two  hundred  ;  the  President  was, 
besides,  empowered  to  raise  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred levies,  in  addition  to  the  regulars;  and  these 
would,  together,  have  constituted  an  army  of  abonl 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  men.  Had  such  a 
body  been  employed,  we  might  reasonably  have 
expected  much  better  success  against  the  Indiana, 
whose  numbers  were  so  far  inferior  ;  the  whole 
force  of  the  Wabash  tribes  not  amounting  to  above 
eleven  or  twelve  hundred  warriors,  who  never 
could  keep  the  field  for  any  length  of  time,  bat 
must  be  soon  obliged  to  disperse,  without  ventur- 
ing an  attack  upon  an  army  of  such  superior 
strength. 

Instead  of  this,  our  army  consisted  of  only  aboU 
twelve  hundred  men,  and  of  these  not  above  four 
or  five  hundred  were  regular  troops;  besides,  had 
even  this  force  been  sufficient,  if  employed  in  sea- 
son, the  delays  that  had  taken  place  m  the  execo- 
tion  of  the  plan  would  alone  have  been  sufficiait 
to  defeat  the  intended  purpose.  During  the  win- 
ter, the  law  was  passed  for  raising  the  additional 
troops  for  carrying  on  the  warwiui  greater  vigor. 
The  whole  atimmer  was  spent  in  the  business,  and 
the  few  men  that  we  did  enlist  were  not  raised 
till  late  in  the  fall.  Collected  at  length  at  the 
head  of  the  Ohio,  they  fruitlessly  loitered  away 
their  time,  till  they  finally  erected  a  monument  to 
our  eternal  disgrace  and  infamy. 

Whatever  troops  are  to  be  employed,  onght  to 
be  rai^d  with  diligence  and  despBtch,  if  we  wish 
to  avoid  a  similar  miscarriage  in  our  next  attempt. 
The  army  ought  not  lo  enter  the  Indian  country 
till  their  whole  force  is  complete.  Difficulties, 
however,  and  delay,  equal  to  tnose  of  last  year, 
mav  be  expected  m  enlisting  the  men ;  and  VFe 
shall  have  the  officers  in  pay  a  eonsidenble  time 
without  any  soldiers.  Perhaps  the  former  pay  of 
the  troops  was  too  tow,  and  proper  effective  men 
were  unwilling  to  accept  of  it ;  ifso,  let  it  be  raised, 
let  the  menbe  well  clothed  and  fed,  and  they  will 
more  readily  engage  in  the  service.  Probably,  also, 
the  term  of  three  years  was  an  objection  with 
many,  who  would  otherwise  have  joined  our  stand- 
ard. If  enlisted  only  for  six  months  (he  ranks  will 
be  sooner  filled;  and  this  ought  to  have  consider- 
able weight  with  those  who  advocate  the  augment- 
ation of  the  military  establishment^  as  they  caimot 
but  know  that,  if  we  set  about  enlisting  the  num- 
ber of  men  contemplated  in  the  bill,  and  in  the 
maimer  there  prescribed,  they  catmot  be  raised 
time  enough  to  render  any  service  in  the  next 
campaign. 

The  information  contained  in  the  report  on  the 
table  was  not,  it  was  said,  to  be  implicitly  relied 
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<Hi.  That  report  waa  nude  by  a  man  who  had 
not  petsonalljr  risiied  the  ftoBtiu.  Others,  who 
had  DMD  on  the  spot,  were  of  opinion  that,  if  two 
thomand  leries  had  be«n  raised  last  fear,  they 
would  bare  been  sufficient,  not  only  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontier,  but  eren  for  any  offenstTe 
operatioos  that  might  bare  been  thoi^ht  neeee- 
aary.  Saeh  troops,  collected  in  the  vicinity,  are 
more  competenl  to  the  nndertaking  than  the  troops 
now  in  contemplation.  No  complaint  had  been 
made  of  their  conduct.  Whenever  they  were 
tried,  they  behaved  as  well  as  the  regulars,  and,  in 
the  action  onder  General  St.  Clair,  they  gave  equal 
proofs  of  their  valor. 

It  was  fWther  urged,  that  the  frontier  militia 
Kt  •  not  only  equal,  but  infinitely  superior  to  any 
rqfular  troops  whatever,  for  the  defence  of  the 
bwders,  and  that  Utey  are,  in  fact,  tbe  only  force 
that  can  be  effectually  employed  in  expeditions 
agamst  the  hostile  Indians,  whose  mode  of  fight- 
ing is  familiar  to  them,  and  does  not  strike  tl 


ment.  These  latter  being  collected  in  the  heart 
of  populous  cities,  where  die  fhce  of  an  Indian  la 
seldom  seen,  hardly  know  whether  tbe  Indian  and 
his  horse  are  not  the  nine  animal.  And  when 
they  approach  tbe  enemy,  at  tbe  very  first  shout, 
even  before  he  is  in  view,  they  are  terrified  at  the 
idea  of  savage  barbarity,  which  they  have  ever 
been  taught  to  reflect  on  with  horror,  and,  being 
incapable  of  resistance,  they  commit  their  safety 
to  flight.  To  prove  the  superiority  of  the  militia, 
gentlemen  need  onlv  contrast  the  denpatcb  and 
snccess  of  tbe  expedition  conducted  by  General 
ScoiL  with  the  delays,  disgrace,  and  mortification, 
which  attended  that  under  General  St.  Clair,  and 
consider  the  difference  of  the  expense  on  those 


The  expense  of  such  an  army  as  the  bill  con- 
templates is  an  object  well  worthy  of  serious  cchi- 
aideration,  espeeiaUy  at  the  present  moment,  when 
there  is  scarcely  a  dollar  in  the  Treasury.  Gen- 
tlemen would  also  do  well  to  advert  to  the  pro- 
grese  of  this  bosiness,  and  consider  where  uiey 
were  likely  to  stop,  if  they  went  on  at  the  present 
rate.  At  first,  only  a  single  rwiment  had  been 
raised,  and  the  expense  was  about  tlOO.OOO;  a 
second  was  afterwards  added,  which  swelled  the 
expense  to  about  t300,000 ;  and  now  a  standing 
foree  of  5,ld8  men  is  contemplated,  at  an  annual 
expense  of  above  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dol- 
lars. Can  this  be  justified  in  the  present  state  of 
our  finances,  when  it  is  well  known  that  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  having  been  requested  by 
the  members  from  a  particnlai  State  to  build  a 
ligbl'house  on  a  part  of  their  coast,  declined  the 
undertaking,  and  alleged  the  want  of  funds  as  the 
reason  1 

.  Our  resoorees,  however,  might  be  made  to  an- 
swer for  the  support  of  such  a  force  as  that  which 
was  intended  for  the  service  of  the  preceding  year, 
and  there  would  be  little  complaint  or  dissatisiac- 
tion  among  the  people.  Very  few  mnrmarings 
were  heard  a^nst  the  former  establishment ;  bnt 
such  a  one  as  is  now  e(Hitem[dated  will  be  thouf^t 


exttavagant,  will  breed  tUsoonteut  among  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  perhaps  afford  our 
neighbors  in  Canada  an  opportunity  to  t^e  ad- 
vantage of  oar  divided  situation,  and  involve  us 
in  a  war  more  dangerous  than  the  former  which 
separated  us  from  Great  Britain. 

Apivehensions,  it  is  said,  are  entertained,  that 
the  object  contemplated  in  raising  these  additional 
troops  is  not  so  much  to  punish  and  coeree  the 
Indians,  as  to  have  a  standing  regular  foree  equal 
to  what  the  British  have  on  this  continent  "niis 
is  said  to  amount  to  about  six  thoosand  meiL  in- 
cluding those  in  Canada.  But  it  is  to  be  remaned, 
that  theBritish  nation  has  not  above  on«fft«uscw^ 
men  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Stales ;  and 
yet,  with  this  handful  of  troops,  they  not  only  keep 
the  Indians  in  awe,  but  even,  m  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Umted  States,  retam  possession  of 
those  posts  which  should  hare  been  ceded  to  us 
pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  Why,  then, 
IS  it  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  establ^bing  posts 
and  garrisoning  them,  to  increase  the  standiur 
force  to  so  large  a  number  as  that  contemplated 
in  the  clause  under  consideration  7  During  our 
late  arduous  struggle  for  liberty,^  when  wc  Iwl  to 
cope  with  tbe  most  powerful  nation  under  heavm, 
the  Commander-in-Chief  had  never  at  any  one 
time  above  ten  thousand  men  under  his  own  im- 
mediate command :  and  if,  with  so  small  a  force, 
we  were  able  to  effect  so  glonous  a  Revolution, 
there  can  be  no  necessity  of  going  such  lengths  at 
present,  for  the  sake  of  eslabushiflg  a  military 
character.  It  is  strange  policy,  indeed,  to  raise 
five  or  six  thousand  men  la  appose  a  handful  of 
Indian  banditti,  whose  utmost  amount  does  not, 
from  the  docaments  on  the  table,  appear  to  exceed 
twelve  hundred. 

We  are  preparing  to  squander  away  money  by 
.millions ;  sjkd  no  one,  except  those  who  are  in  the 
secrets  of  the  Cabinet,  knows  for  what  reason  the 
vrar  has  been  thus  carried  on  for  three  years.  But 
what  funds  are  to  defray  the  increased  expense  of 
maintaining  such  a  force  as  is  now  ooniemplated  i 
Tbe  excise  is  both  unpopular  and  nnproouctive. 
Tbe  impost  duties  have  Men  raised  as  high  as  is 


would  be  but  to  open  a  door  for  smuggling,  ai 

thus  diminish  their  productiveness.  And  ifthose 
sources  of  revenue  fail — if  our  finances  be  thus 
exhausted  in  unnecessary  wara— we  shall  be  un- 
able to  satisfy  the  public  creditors,  unless  recourse 
be  had  to  new  taxes,  (he  consequence  of  which 
may,  with  just  reason,  be  deplored ;  whereas,  if 
we  but  keep  our  expenses  witttin  bounds— if  we 
nurse  onrfinaoces — we  shall  be  respeciable  among 
the  natiras  of  the  earth,  nor  will  any  nation  dare 
to  insnlt  ua  or  be  able  to  do  it  with  impunity. 

During  tne  course  of  these  observations,  an  hoD- 
orable  gentleman  asked,  whether  this  was  a  day 
set  apart  for  rhetorical  flourishes,  as  the  galleries 
were  open,  and  be  saw  the  short-hand  writers  sta- 
tioned at  their  different  posts  ? 

At  an  early  stage  of  the  debate,  an  honorable 
gentleman  had  suggested,  that,  instead  of  passing 
a  law  for  raising  at  all  events  the  additional  regi- 
mcots,  which,  for  his  ptEtt,  he  did  not  think  neoea- 
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gary,  the  Houk,  if  they  fiwUy  detununed  thei 
preient  esUbiiahmenc  to  beiosuffioieni,  would  pei- 
naps  do  better  to  appropriate  a  cerUin  sum  of 
money,  to  enable  tke  KEscUtive  to  call  in  such 
additional  aid  as  ciicumitaoces  ina^y  lequire. 

To  this  it  was  objected,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  ReprescDtatiTes  of  the  People,  in  all  s^piopti- 
atious  of  the  public  mouey,  to  make  them  tor  cer- 
tain apecific  jHii^sen.  To  set  otherwise  on  the 
present  occasion  would  besetting  a  precedent  that' 
might, in  it£consequeDceE,ptoTe  highly  iojuriouii; 
tor,  although  the  greatest  coafidoice  may  safely 
be  reposed  in  the  virtue  and  iategrity  of  hun  whoj 
DOW  fills  tiie  Presidential  Chair,  it  is  imposiible 
to  foresee  wliat  use  may  hereafter  be  made  of  tlie; 
precedent  by  tus  successors,  or  how  tai  it  inay  be; 
carried. 

Against  the  motion  for  striking  out.  and  in  fa-' 
vor  of  the  proposed  augmentation  of  tne  military 
e^abliahment,  it  was  urged:  That,  as  to  the  jus-: 
tiee  of  the  war  carried  on  against  the  Indian  tribes,, 
-that  was  a  question  which  could  not  admit  of  a 
dovbl  in  the  mind  of  any  man  who  wooM  allow 
.that  self-preservation  and  indispensable  necessity 
are  sufficient  causes  to  justify  a  oation  in  taking 
np  arms.  If  the  present  war  oe  not  in  every  re- 
spect justifiable,  then  there  never  was,  nor  ever 
will  be,  a  just  war.  It  was  originally  undertaken, 
and  sinee  carried  on,  not  for  the  sake  of  conqueat,, 
but  to  defend  oor  fcllow-citiaens,  our  friends,  our 
dearest  connexions,  who  are  daily  exposed,  in  the 
frontier  settlements,  to  all  the  rage  oi  savage  bar- 
barity, to  which  they,  with  their  wivesand  child-: 
len,  must  soon  fall  victims,  unless  we  speedily  fly 
lo  their  assistance ;  and,  although  there  are  some: 
peo^e  who  utterly  deny  the  justice  of  any  war 
whatever,  this  doctrine,  however  fine  in  lueory,; 
will  hardly  ever  obtain  in  practice  j  for,  is  it  to  be ' 
imagined,  that  any  set  ot  men  are  of  such  a  pas- 1 
sive  disposition  as  (»lmly  to  look  on  whilst  their 
friends  and  rdations  are  butchered  before  their 
eyes,  and  to  refuse  giving  them  every  assistance 
in  their  power  1 

The  murders  and  depredati<ais  which  have  for 
years  post  been  repeatedly  committed  by  the  sa- 
vages, loudly  call  for  redress.  From  various  docu- 
jnents  of  onquestionable  authority,  now  in  the 
Innds  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  sigDed  and  attest- 
ad  by  the  Executive  and  Leffi-iLature  of  Koitucky, 
^y  the  District  Judge,  and  theCaptaiusof  the  mi- 
litia, it  appears,  that,  from  the  year  1783  to  1790, 
there  have  been,  of  the  inhalntants  of  that  District, 
or  of  emigrants  on  their  way  thither,  no  less  than 
fifteen  hundred  persons  either  massacred  by  the 
savages,  or  dragged  into  captivity,  two  thousand 
iiorses  token  away,  and  other  property  ]dundered 
or  destroyed  to  tbe  amount  of  fiAy  thousand  dol- 
lars. And  tbere  is  good  reason  to  suppose  that  an 
the  other  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania 
the  number  of  persons  murdered  or  taken  mison- 
ers  during  the  above  mentioned  period  would  fur- 
nish a  list  of  one  thoueanil  or  fifteen  hundred 
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joMa  'who  sf»kK  did  naC  rvooUvct  above  pne  at 
two]  of  their  T^■^VFflg  uuvst  attacks  upon  the  s»- 

mges  ;  nor  rfid  th^y,nn  rfi9Wnf«Minna,^^Tmmw>T 

iiostiiities  against  them  till  exaspecatod  by  the 
strouKest  provocations  that  could  possibly  sIhmi- 
late  uie  human  heart.  This  ciroumstanee  maf 
be  justly  allowed  as  some  patliatioD  of  tlie  affeaca. 
Kven  in  these  instances,  bawever,  a  few  individ- 
uals only  were  ccmoeineid ;  and,  whea  the  aBui 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  State,  ample  r^P*- 
ration  was  made  to  the  injured  party.  The  (V 
Deral  Go^eratnent,  too,  hw  shown  an  e^ual  dispo- 
sition to  do  justice  to  toe  Indian  tribes.  WilaeoB 
the  afiair  of  the  Cberokees ;  for,  as  s 
gress  had  heard  their  oonpUints  of  a 
ment  made  cm  them  by  some  of  the 
the  frontier  of  the  Carolinat,  immei 
were  issued  for  obliging  the  iotniders 
the  Indian  territary. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  di^Ktsitii 
vails,  as  well  in  the  Lc^slaturea  of  those  States 
whose  fponliats  ate  most  exposed,  as  in  the  Qene- 
ral  Government,  to  cnlUvate  peace  and  amity  widt 
the  neighboring  Indione,  that  desiraUe  olyect  is 
become  utterly  unattainable  in  the  present  portuae 
of  a&its.  The  frontier  Indians  have  killed  a  wtor 
ber  of  whites ;  the  Drhites,  in  their  turn,  have  laade 
retaliation.  Both  parties  are  in  the  highest  de- 
gree exasperated  against  each  other,  andlikely  to 
continue  so,  in  spite  of  every  endeavor  that  ew 
be  made  to  effect  a  reconciliation.  With  minds 
thus  irritated,  it  is  vain  to  hope  for  peace,  as  long 
as  they  continue  in  each  other's  neigbboiliood.  It 
is  thepefoce  necessary  to  form  a  strong  bairiei,  lo 
keep  Ihem  asunder,  unless,  indeed,  the  advocates 
Ibr  a  cesaation  of  hostilities  would  oblige  thefroB- 
tier  settlers  to  abandon  their  lands.  But  bv  what 
new-mvented  rule  of  right  should  the  ■"*'»V'ftr^ 
of  Kentucky,  and  the  other  frontiev  settlers,  be 
Uid  under  a  ^ealer  obligation  than  any  other 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  relinquish  *pn>- 
perty  legally  acquired  by  &ir  piirciiaW  7  Wtat 
It  even  jwoposed  to  pacify  the  savages,  by  purohu- 
ing  the  lands  anew,  such  a  measure  would  an- 
swer no  other  purpose  than  that  of  procuring  s 
tempwaty  pcaoe,  which  would  soon  again  be  ii>- 
teriupted  by  a  war  that  would  reproduce  the  ne- 
cessity of  again  Laving  recourse  to  the  same  eit- 
pedieat.  We  should  Save  to  purchase  the  Ufkds 
again  and  again,  without  end.  By  thus  squandu- 
ing  the  pubuc  money,  year  after  year,  i 


The  white  people,  it  is  true,  have 
committed  depredatiiHiB  on  the  Indians ;  but  the 
isitavebeen  rare  [the  honocaUe  gentle-. 
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swell  the  nattpnal  debt  to  an  amount  that  we  etK- 
possibly  foresee.  Better  at  oaee  fa>  make  a 
vigorous  effort,  to  act  in  a  manner  becoming  the 
natiooal  dignity,  and  to  maintain  our  ground  by 
war,  since  we  cannot  obtain  a  durable  or  as  ho- 
norable  peace. 

Attend  have,  at  various  tinMs^  been  made  U 
effect  treaties  of  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes  witk 
whom  we  are  now  at  war ;  and,  although  these 
efforts  have  constantly  proved  inaflefitual,  tJ^ 
yet  show  that,  neither  the  United  States  nor  Ike 
State  of  Vir^pinia  were  backward  on  tttea  pan  W 
adopt  conciliatory  maasurea,  and  to  do  away  thin 
animosity  which  had  oommeiwed  on  the  part  ef 
the  savages  at  an  early  peii«d«f  the  late  ru  vith 
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GmU  Biittain,  Mtd  kad  contiiliud  lo  break  out  ai< 
intervals  evtt  smce.  In  the  yean,  1783,  'SI,  '85, 
*e7,  '88,  and  '90  offers  of  peace  were  made  to 
tbaa.  On  the  last  awniumed  occuion,  when  a 
.tiea^  was  proposed  at  the  Miami  vU^ge,  the  In- 
dians at  £(st  refused  to  treat.  They  next  required 
ibixty  days  10  deliberate ;  and,  in  the  interim,  the 
Jinhabitauts  of  Keatucky  were  expressly  prohibited 
-by  ibe  President  of  the  United  States  from  carry- 
.isg  on  any  ofieuiive  operationsagainstthemiyet, 
not  withstand  ictt  this  ibrbearaiice  on  the  part  of 
ibe  whites,  no  less  than  one  hundrtd  and  twenty 
.peiaquB  'weie  kiU«d  or  captured  by  the  savaffes, 
.and  several  prisoners  roasted  alive,  during  uat 
abort. period,  at  the  expitation  of  which,  tne  In- 
diana  refused  lo  give  any  answer  at  all. 

On  another  occasion,  the  Indians,  not  content 
with  rejecting  our  offers  of  peace,  proceeded  even 
so  far  as  to  insult  us,  by  teltiog  us  we  have  lands 
within  the  British  posts,  and  wikiag  us  why  we 
fbd  not  go  and  take  possession  of  them?  Will  it 
be  said  Uiat  we  are  unable  to  do  if?  Is  this  lan- 
mage  to  be  used  within  the  United  Slates?  No! 
We  ore  able,  abundantly  able  to  do  it,  whenever 
WB  please;  an4  if  we  would  but  retrench  our  ex- 
■fittaaes  in  some  instances,  which  might  well  ad- 
mit of  a  reduction,our  ability  would  ^ill  increase; 
imr  finaiuSBS  are  not  q^uite  so  insufficient  as  some 
j0«ntlemen  seem  to  unagine,  nor  so  easily  de- 
•nnged.  We  are  still  able  to  prove  that  the  boast- 
-od  ^cieocy  uf  the  Qeneml  Government  is  some- 
thing mot«  tiian  an  empty  name— we  can  yet 
■taise  both  men  and  money  sut&cient  to  defend  the 
^aticu  from  either  injury  or  insult. 

It  is  now  too  Iftte  to  inquire  whether  the  war 
was  originally  imdertaken  on  the  principles  of 
^iMtJce  or  QUI.  We  are  actually  involved  in  ii, 
«nd  cannot  recede,  witbont  aiposing  nutabert  of 
innocent  j>ersons  to  be  butchered  by  the  enemy; 
iot,  though  we  should  determine  to  discontinue 
the  war,  can  it  be  said  that  the  savages  will  also 
Agree  to  a  cessation  of  hoetilities?  It  is  well 
known  that  they  are  averse  to  peace;  and  even' 
the  warmest  advocate  of  pacific  measures  must 
therefore  allow  that  the  war  is  a  war  of  ne«esGity, 
and  must  be  supported.  We  cannot,  without  im- 
peachment botn  to  our  justice  and  our  humanity, 
abandon  our  fellow-citiEeus  on  the  frootier  to  the 
rage  of  their  savage  enemies.  And-  although  the 
excise  may  be  somewhat  unpopular,  although 
money  may  still  be  wanted;  what  is  the  excise? 
Vitat  IB  money,  when  put  in  competititai  with  the 
Utes  «f  our  fiiendi  and  hiethnen? 

A  Eu£&;ieni  force  mnst  be  raised  for  their  de- 
Attc«;  and  the  only  question  how  to  be  considered 
is,  what  that  force  shall  be?  £xperience  has 
proved,  that  the  foroe  emjdoyed  in  the  last  cam- 
paign was  inadequate.  It  is  true  the  establish- 
ment was  not  complete;  but  who  will  venture  to 
assert  that,  if  it  had  been  complete,  it  would  have 
been  sufficient  for  the  intended  purpose?  Are 
gentlemen  who  assert  this  so  weB  acquainted  with 
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^  EC  es  on  the  frontier]  There  are  stron^r  opinions 
W  &*or  of  aa  BngrowtKiga  af  the  army  than  can 


be  adduced  against  it — opinions,  givm  by  men  of 
judgment  and  expenence,  who  Gave  themselves 
DOen  on  the  spot,  and  are  well  acquainted  with 

situation  of  affairs  in  that  quarter.  These 
gentlemen,  who  must  be  allowed  to  be  competent 
judges,  aie  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  present 
estauishment,  though  completed  to  the  last  man, 
will  not  furnish  an  adequate  force  to  carry  on  the 

with  effect;  and  that  it  will  be  a  hopeless  at- 
tempt  to  open  another  campaign,  with  a  less  than 
about  five  thousand  t^utar  troops,  the  nuntbw 
lOtemplated  in  the  bilL 

Nor  ought  that  number  to  be  deemed  extrava- 
gant, under  an  idea  that  we  have  only  a  contemjK- 
ible  handful  of  banditti  to  contend  with.  Their 
numbers  were,  last  year,  from  authentic  docu- 
ments, staled  at  fibout  twelve  hundred  warriors, 
iiom  twenty-three  different  tribes;  such  was  the 
opposition  then  contemplated:  but  it  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  what  accessions  of  strength  they  have 
since  received,  or  even  what  force  they  had  en- 
gaged in  the  late  unfortunate  action,  a 
men  who  were  in  the  engagement  do  n'  , 
to  form  any  just  or  accurate  estimate  of  the  num- 
ber of  their  assailants;  but  there  is  good  reason 
to  suppose  that  they  had  previously  entered  into 
an  association  with  various  tribes,  that  have  not 
as  yet  come  within  our  knowledge.  The  bona 
and  arrows  used  against  our  troops  on  that  occa- 
sion, afford  a  convincing  proof  that  they  had  foes 
to  encounter  &om  distant  nations,  as  yet  unac- 
quainted with  the  use  of  fire-arms.  Nor  does  the 
account  of  the  bows  aod  arrows  depend,  for  its 
authenticity,  on  newspaper  evidence  alone;  gen- 
tlemen of  unquestionalile  veracity,  who  were  per- 


s  the  retjr 
01  pretend 


sonally  engaged  in  the  action,  hare  declared  that 
therhad  themselves  noticed  the  arrows  flying. 
When  we  consider  the  wailike  disposition  of 


the  Indians  iugeneral,  and  the  alacrity  with  which 
the  victors  are  ever  sure  to  be  joined  by  i*'"'^'"'' 
allies,  we  have  every  reason  to  expect  a  modi 
more  formidable  opposition  in  the  next  campaign. 
It  is  well  known  tnai  the  savages  place  all  their 
glory  in  deeds  of  war;  and  that,  amoi^  them,* 
young  man  cannot  make  his  abearance  in  com' 
pany  tiU  he  has  signalized  his  viuor  by  some  mar- 
tia]  acliieTemefU.  When,  to  this  powerful  incen- 
tive, a  new  stimulus  is  added  by  the  trophies 
obtained  in  the  late  action,  it  it  presumable  that 
numbers  will  crowd  to  their  standard;  and  it 
strongly  behooves  ns  to  prepare  In  time  for  a  much 
more  viooiaus  effort  than  any  we  have  yei  made 
against  them. 

The  objections  drawn  from  the  iitereased  ex- 
pense, must  entirely  vanish  &om  belore  the  eyes 
of  any  man  who  looks  forward  to  the  consequences 
of  one  more  iwsuccessful  campaign.  Sucn  a  dis- 
aster would  eventually  involve  the  nation  in  much 
greater  expense  than  that  which  is  now  made  the 
ground  of  opposition.  Better,  therefore,  at  once  to 
make  a  vigorous  and  effectual  exertion  lo  bring 
the  matter  to  afinal  issue,  than  to  continue  gradu- 
ally  draining  the  Treasury,  by  dragging  on  the 
war,  and  senewing  hostilities  irom  year  to  year. 

If  we  wish  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  andjt 
,  happy  cenclwsicn,  and  to  secure  a  penoanent  peace 
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to  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontier,  we  must  employ 
such  (roaps  and  adopt  such  measures  as  appear 
best  calculated  to  insure  success.  If  we  delay 
our  determination  until  the  force  of  the  enemy  he 
ascertained,  we  can  make  no  provision  at  all;  for 
the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  case  preclude 
us  from  the  very  possibility  of  obtaining  a  know- 
ledge of  their  strength  and  Dumhers.  And  are 
we.  meanwhile,  to  remain  inactive  and  irresolnie, 
and  make  Doefiortsiorepel  their  intended  attacks? 
Mo!  Whatever  their  numbers  may  be,  prudence 
calls  aloud  for  provision  of  some  kind.  And  if  ex- 
perience is  to  have  any  weight  with  us,  the  exam- 
ple of  the  French  and  of  the  British  points  out 
the  true  mode  of  securing  our  frontier,  and  render' 
ing  it  invulnerable  to  an  Indivi  foe.  Let  us  oc- 
cupy posts  in  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  let  them 
be  properly  garrisoned  and  well  provided,  and  the 
bustnesa  is  done. 

These  will  afford  an  opportunity  of  trading  with 
the  friendly  tribes,  and  wul  prevent  all  intercourse 
between  the  whites  and  the  Indians^  except  under 
proper  regulations.  Should  hostilities  be  medita- 
ted tijr  any  tribes  who  are  not  in  amily  with 
early  intelligence  of  their  movements  can  be  ob- 
tained ;  their  marauding  parties  may  either  be 
beaten  off  on  their  approach,  or  intercepted  on 
their  return ;  opportunities  may  be  taken  of  sepa- 
rately attacking  the  hostile  tribes;  their  old  men, 
their  squaws,  their  children,  will  be  exposed  a  great 

Ert  of  the  year,  whilst  the  others  are  out  hunting, 
short,  if  fear,  hope,  interest,  can  be  supposed  to 
have  any  influence  on  the  Indians,  this  mode  of 
defence  must  be  allowed  to  be  preferabli 
other,  as  giving  the  fullest  scope  lo  the  operation 
ofall  those  motives. 
A  different  mode  has  long  been  pursued  in  Vir- 


ginia, and  adopted  by  the  inhabitants  of  Ken- 
tucky, but  its  success  hi         "  '  .       .      ™> 


o  offer 


it  been  such 
any  inducement  to  the  Oeneral  Oovemmet 
low  the  same  plan.  Rangers  have  there  been  em- 
ployed for  a  number  of  years  to  scour  the  fron- 
tiers ;  and  those  rangers,  too,  were  expert  woods- 
men, perfectly  inured  to  the  Indian  mode  of  war- 
fare ;  yet,  notwithstanding  their  utmost  vigilance, 
the  savages  still  foimd  means  to  commit  all  the 
murders  and  depredations  already  enumerated. 
It  is  true,  however,  that  a  frontier  militia  man, 
trained  np  in  the  woods,  ma^  be,  in  many  respects, 
preferable  to  a  regular  soldier,  who  has  not  the 
same  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  of  the  mode 
of  fighting  J  hut  with  equal  expierience,  (and  pro- 

Er  men,  possessed  of  that  experience,  maybe  en- 
ted  on  tne  establishment)  regular  troops  will  be 
found  infinitely  superior  to  any  militia  upon  earth. 
Every  man  who  has  ever  seen  militia  in  die 
field,  cannot  but  know  that  a  very  trifling  disaster, 
or  a  slight  cause  of  discontent,  is  sufBcient  to  make 
them  disband  and  forget  all  subordination,  so  far 
as  even  to  neglect  the  means  of  self-defence; 
whereas  regular  troops,  tmder  proper  discipline, 
and  acting  with  oreater  steadiness  and  concert, 
are  much  more  lone  depended  on,especiall)[  when 

the  object  ofattack  is  (flstant,  and  great  fatigue  is  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  coverinf 
to  be  undergone.  The  militu,  in  whatever  mode  his  account  of  indents  of  interest  received  ani 
hey  may  be  called  out,  will  hardly  fumi^  meti  ■  issoed  between  the  first  of  October,  and  the  thirty - 


temptation  wilt  equally  prevail  upon  those 
who  are  unfit  for  the  service  as  it  will  upon  good, 
effective  men ;  besides,  some  of  the  States  Itave 
no  militia  laws;  and,  even  in  those  States  irhieh 
have  sacb  lawik  they  are  gone  into  disuse ;  do  de- 
pendence can  tnerelore  beplaced  on  militia  tinder 
any  laws  now  existing.  There  is,  indeed,  a  gene- 
ral militia  law  now  tefore  the  House ;  but  if  it 
ever  passes,  it  certainly  cannot  be  passed  in  doe 
season  to  answer  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the 
immediate  defence  of  the  frontier.  Regular  troops 
must  be  raised,  or  nothing  effectual  can  be  done; 
and  if  to  avoid  the  expense  we  refuse  the  only  aid 
that  may  prove  of  any  real  service,  we  render 
ourselves  responsible  for  the  consequences  of  this 
parsimonious  policy,  which  may  be  attended  witb 
the  ruin  and  destruction  of  our  fellow-citizens  in 
the  Western  country. 

The  Cornplanter^  speech  was  again  mentioned 
and  called  for ;  but,  as  it  had  been  confidentially 
ccMnmuuicated  by  the  President,  an  objection  was 
made  to  having  it  read  without  clearing  the  gal- 
leries.   Whereupon, 

An  honorable  member  arose,  and  mmtioned  fail 
having  read  it  in  one  of  the  public  newspapers  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  that  if  any  gentleman 
had  the  newspaper  to  produce,  the  speech  might 
be  publicly  read  from  that;  otnerwise,  although  it 
might  be  very  proper  that  the  speech  itself  should 
be  read,  yet,  as  it  had  been  confidentially  received 
from  the  Executive,  there  would  be  a  manifest 
trespass  on  propriety  and  decorum  in  having  it 
read  with  open  galleries ;  it  was  therefore  wi^ed 
that  the  galleries  might  be  cleared. 

The  Parliamentary  etiquette  requiring  that  this 
should  be  done  by  the  House,  and  not  by  a  com- 


The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  Chair,  the 

otion  for  clearing  the  galleries  was  renewed. 

An  objection  was  here  started  by  an  honoraUe 
gentleman  in  favor  of  the  augmentation,  who  aaid 
that,  as  some  gentlemen  had  spoken  on  the  popular 
side  of  the  question,  whilst  the  galleries  had  oeen 
open,  it  was  unfair  to  preclude  those  of  opponte 
sentiments  from  an  opportunity  of  answering  their 
arguments  in  the  same  public  manner,  and  proving 
—  the  people  the  justice  and  necessity  of  the  war. 

The  motion,  however,  was  persisted  in,  and  the 

illeries  were  cleared.. 

[The  speakers  in  this  day's  debate  were 
Messrs.  WArnB.  Goonnnn,  BooniKor,  LivBir 
MORE,  Steele,  Farkeb,  Bourne,  (Rhode  Island,) 
White  and  Moore.  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Moork 
opposed  the  motion;  they  were  in  ikvor  of  the 
augmentation  proposed  in  the  bill.  The  other 
gentlemen  were  in  favor  of  striking   out  the 

Frida7,  January  27. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
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~  first  of  December,  one  thonaand  aeTen  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  incluEiTe ;  vhich  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FR0NTIEH8. 
The  Hotue  again  lesotred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  mBUng 
fuitbcT  and  mote  effectual  prorision  for  the  pTO- 
tection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Btaiea. 

Mr.  Meroeb  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  orisinallf  opposed  the  refer- 
ence of  this  subject  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
stU7,  on  principles  supported  by  the  Constitution, 
by  the  theory  of  free  Government,  and  from  prac- 
tical observation  on'  the  proness  of  our  ovn,  and 
I  believe  the  result  now  before  us  will  fully  ei- 
eniptify  every  evil  predicted. 

Let  any  man  examine  this  bill,  and  comrare  it 
with  the  terms  of  the  orisinal  reference.  Let  it 
then  be  asked,  whether  the  submission  to  devise 
ways  and  means  to  p^vide  for  the  defence  of  the 
Western  frontier,  authorized  the  plans  proposed 
hj  the  Treasury  Detriment,  that  we  are  now 
giving  sanction  to'?  Did  it  authorize  a  perpetual 
tftx,  irrepealable  by  the  whole  Legislature,  without 
a  breach  of  faith,  according  to  received  doctrine? 
At  least,  ao  for  placing  the  purse-siriags  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive,  who  may  refuse  an  assent 
to  the  repeal ;  in  the  power  of  the  Senate  also,  and 
consequently  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  who  alone  are  deputized  by, 
and  may  be  recalled  by  the  ^eat  mass  of  society, 
and  to  whom  the  Constitution  expressly  confines 
the  power  of  originating  mimey  bills.  Have  we, 
in  truth,  originated  this  money  bill?  Do  we  ever 
originate  any  money  bill  ?  If  a  reference,  such 
as  made  to  the  Secretary,  was  proposed  to  the 
Senate,  whoareabranchoi  the  Legislature,  near- 
ly of  equal  importance  with  ourselves,  would  it 
not  be  held  a  breach  of  the  Constituiion  ?  Were 
they  to  propose  such  a  plan  as  this  to  ns,  would  it 
not  be  received  with  indignation?  Why  so  little 
jealousy  of  the  Executive  Deportment,  separated 
DT  the  Constitution  with  so  much  care  from  usi 
Of  the  Treasury  Deportment,  too,  which  is  con* 
ndered  in  other  countries  as  possessing  and  ezer- 
eiring' the  means  of  corruption?  It  is  in  my  judg- 
ment a  direct  infraction  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  of  the  principles  of  free  Oovem- 
ment,  and  I  have  heard  no  attempt  to  defend  it, 
but  on  the  ground  of  pitiful  evasion,  more  dishon- 
orable to  ourselves  and  dangerous  to  the  public, 
than  an  open  violation,  that  would  rouse  their  re- 
sentment and  insure  opposition. 

But  did  the  subaiission  of  a  provision  to  defend 
the  firontier  authorize  a  system  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufactures?  Thereby  placii^  the  occu- 
pations and  productive  labor  of  our  citizens  under 
the  direction  of  (Jovemmenl,  and  rendering  the  liv- 
ing of  the  artist  and  subsistence  of  the  farmer,  so  far 
eoually  dependent  on  and  subservient  to  the  views 
or  Administration?  Did  it  authorize  an  entire  pro- 
Tision  fw  the  public  debt, past,  present,  and  to  ctHsel 
Did  it  authorize  a  plan  tot  simplyiag  former  de- 
AcieBcies,wluchitiBadmitteddonot«Eist?  I^asily, 


did  it  authorize  an  extensive  increase  of  the  8ink< 
ing  Fund,  which  we  are  informed  is  one  of  the 
principal  objects  ?  It  would  be  an  affront  to  com- 
mon sense  to  answer  one  of  these  queries  in  the 
afiirmative — it  authorized  none  of  them.  And  yet 
these  are  all  its  offspring;  these  are  the  great  ob- 
jects it  produced.  It  is  true  there  are  in  the  bill 
two  or  three  little  clauses  that  were  authorized, 
and  which  relate  to  the  submission,  and  which 
might  well  have  escaped  mv  attention,  and  would 
probably  never  attract  the  observation  of  the  pub- 
lic, but  for  the  title— a  bill  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers.  By  these  clauses  fire  hundred  and 
twenty-three  thousand  dollars  of  the  whole  mo- 
neys to  be  forever  raised  from  its  perpetual  reve- 
nue, are  appropriated  for  this  year's  campoisn. 
After  that  sum  is  expended,  we  must,  even  Uie 
next  year,  look  out  for  new  taxes,  and  upon  the 
same  principles,  as  long  as  the  Indian  war  contin- 
ues (and  by  the  enlistments  it  is  not  contemplated 
to  be  of  very  short  duration^  new  taxes  must  be 

erovided,  for  the  residue  of  tnese  taxes  are  by  this 
ill  appropriated  to  other  purposes,  for  ever,  after 
five  hundred  and  twenty-ibree  thousand  aollats 
are  paid.  This  appropriation  is  unalterable  even 
by  the  whole  Legislature,  unless  by  a  breach  of 

gnblic  faith,  or  providing  other  equal  revenue, 
bould  every  year's  Indian  war,  and  every  nation- 
al disaster  excuse  Government  for  luyiiiff  a  per- 
petual tax,  equal  to  the  increased  annual  demand, 
It  will  be  selling  tis  defeats'at  a  very  high  price; 
and  if  Oovemment  are  paid  so  well,  they  may 
be  tempted  to  repeat  the  tragical  representation. 
But  what  is  the  reflection  that  naturally  arises 
from  a  contemplation  of  this  bill.  That  Adminis- 
tration will  not  even  permit  us  to  defend  the 
helpietB  women  and  children  of  the  frontier  fVom 
the  brutal  ferocity  of  a  savage  foe,  but  on  condition 
that  the  Representotives  surrender"up  forever  the 
sacred  trust  of  the  Constitution,  and  place  in  the 
power  and  under  the  control  of  the  Executive  and 
Senate,  a  perpetual  tax.  Unless  they  throw  the 
power  of  regulating  the  labor  and  industry  of  theii 
fellow-citizens  into  the  bands  of  Government,  and 
into  a  mean  dependence  on  Administration;  and 
unless  they  furnish  a  large  sum  of  money,  under 
the  denomination  of  a  Sinking  Fund,  for  lue  pur- 
poses of  speculation,  in  order  to  raise  and  lower  the 
price  of  stocks  at  pleasure,  or  as  may  suit  the  views 
and  interest  of  the  band  of  favorites  that  are  in  the 

Hard  and  oppressive  conditions  1  Was  this  tbe 
object  of  the  reference  to  the  Secretary?  It  was 
not  the  avowed  one,  nor  could  it  have  been  sus- 
pected, from  a  simple  proposition  to  devise  ways 
and  means  to  defend  the  frontier.  A  mighty  fabnc 
has  been  erected  on  this  slignt  foundation,  to  hurry 
us  into  its  adoption.  We  have  been  officially,  I  sup- 
pose, informed  that  the  money  for  the  War  De- 
partment is  almost  expended ;  that  the  preparations 
for  the  Western  expedition  must  stop,  unless  we 
pass  the  bill  immediately;  and  thus,  with  the  tom- 
ahawk suspended  over  our  heads,  we  must  give  up 
to  Administration  the  dearest  interests  of  the  peo- 
ide,  and  sacrifice  the  most  sacred  rights  of  the 
Coostimtion. 
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Uaaythin^  ana  equal  tke  boUnesB  of  thb  mw- 
MBre,  it  ia  its  injustice.  1  liav«  long  remarked  in 
-this  House,  that  ihe  BxecutiTe.  or  ralber  the  Trea- 
■nry  Deiiarbaeat,  was  really  me  e^cUtU  Legitla- 
ture  of  the  country,  bo  for  as  relates  to  the  rereoue, 
whicA  is  the  Tilal  principle  of  Oovernment.  The 
«Uiuc  of  tbe  Constitution  confining  to  the  inuue- 
diate  Representative*  of  the  people,  in  this  House, 
tbe  arigiuatioD  of  money  bills,  is  ciHiTeried  into 
aConuaitteeslup  of  SauctioBj  that  nerer  withholds 
its  astenti  a  coDveuieiit  cloak  to  divert  the  blame 
of  odious  measures  from  ibe  real  authors.  We 
lure  heard  of  corrujit  majorities  in  British  Par- 
liameals.  I  will  not  nippose  an  improper  motive 
in  any  poember  of  this  body,  hut  I  am  free  10  say 
that  we  appear  better  trained  than  any  House  al 
Commons  1  have  yet  read  of;  for  if  a  Minister, 
with  them,  was  to  ati«mpt  to  supply  all  the  ordi- 
naries and  extraoidinaries  of  Oovernment  by  per- 
seUial  taxes,  1  am  persuaded  he  would  risk  bis 
bead.  The  Beprescatativei  of  the  British  nation, 
tbe  immediate  agents  of  the  people,  dare  not  vole 
away  the  rights  of  their  principals  and  the  power 
of  their  successois.  They  preserve  the  purse^triugs 
in  dieir  own  hands,  by  laying  taxes  for  tbe  support 
of  Govenmieat  from  year  to  year;  they  know  no 
Detmanent  taxes,  except  those  pledged  for  certain 
debts — and  even  those  the  whole  nation  now  ex- 
claims against,  as  the  mortal  poison  of  the  Consti- 
tution—and the  settlement  foi  the  support  of  the 
Crown,  given  in  exchange  for  the  feudal  and  con- 
stilutional  rights  relinquished  by  the  King. 

When  this  tax-law  made  its  first  appearance 
jiom  the  Treasury  Department,  petitioas  against 
it  fKMB  the  great  commercial  capitals  of  America, 
etwv^ent  to  us,  were  presented.  The  petitiooers 
lepreseiUed  the  imposiliona  on  commerce  as  al- 
■udycq^reBsiveandintolerable.  Their  particular 
Aepmentatives  seemed  to  sympathise  at  first  with 
these  sentiments.  I  hope  it  was  not  intended  to 
enbance  this  measure  as  a  boon,  in  order  to  demand 
MMM  greater  Mcrifice  as  ^  equivalent.  But  cer- 
tainly when  these  objections  were  admitted  to  be 
walid,  aiMl  a  prt^waal  was  made  to  render  the  evils 
tuapwary,  by  limiting  the  bill  to  a  short  period, 
and  m  order  that  it  might  be  commensurate  with 
the  origiikal  purpose,  tiu  Indian  uar — the  encour- 
agement of  manufactures^  stability  in  commenjial 
acraAg«nents,ftvarietyof  new  purposes  for  money, 
fixmer  deficiencies,  and  a  Sinking  Fund,  were  then 
vatrntedforthastheobjectsoflhemeasure.  These 
were  certainly  never  the  objects  of  the  reference, 
aad  show,  at  one  view,  how  iniijuilous  and  dan- 
gerous it  is  to  blend  temp<»ary  otyeclswiihperma- 
nest  regulations,  and  conoect  neoessary  and  india- 
pensable  provisions  with  measures  of  doubtful,  if 
■at  unjust  policy. 

IndepeadeM  of  the  constitationa]  auestion  of  the 
right  eS  Congress,  why  should  we  be  com^ielled 
tocoasider  Xhi  extensive rocwe and delic^e refine- 
ment of  encouraging  manu&ctures  by  extensive 
duties  (grating  as  indirect  bounties,  under  tbe 
pressure  of  providing  for  an  Indian  war?  Putting 
OIU  of  view  thegeneral  and  irrefragable  principle, 
that  industry  w^  almost  always  select  the  moM 
beneficial  channels  for  its  streams  to  ilow  in,  and 


thatforQovernmeul  to  attempt  to  divert  its  oounai^ 
as  it  can  only  be  done  bv  the  obstructing  ia  oae 
part  and  opening  in  anotner,  is  not  only  impnji^i^; 
and  imprudent,l>ut  unjustifiable  and  tyrannical; 
yet  even  such  escouragemeDl,  if  proper,  ahooM 
certainly  not  be  permanent  A  mauu&oture  that 
will  not,  after  a  sufficient  stimulus,  mpport  iiatIS, 
ought  not  to  be  encouraged.  When  it  no  longer 
needs  aid,  the  tax  ought  to  be  withdrawn;  bat  ai 
there  is  no  limitation  proposed,  as  the  law  is  yet- 
petual,  a  repeal  at  any  time  would  be  coustruet 
mto  a  breach  of  faith,  by  those  who  embarked  ca- 
pitals on  the  proffered  encouragement.  But  wc 
should  recollect,  that  this  not  only  operates  une- 
qually in  the  same  States,  between  the  &rtaeraud 
meclunic — the  staple  States  are  unequalhr  repre- 
sented in  this  Government — that  wearedifferentty, 
therefore,  interested  with  respect  to  manufacturesi 
that  these  bounties  are  in  fact  paid  from  the  sta- 
ples of  the  Southern  Slates,  by  producing  retalt- 
aling  r^ulations  in  their  only  marketfi  abroad, 
and  raising  the  price  of  what  the  planters  most 
buy  at  home.  In  fine,  such  precipitate  measiuM 
seemed  calculated  to  sow  discontent,  in  order  to 
reap  confusion,  and  out  of  confusion  it  is  said  w- 
,der  arises;  that  is,  it  gives  countenance  to  theabwe 
and  desertion  of  all  free  Governments,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  despotism  in  its  Mead.  With  respeat 
to  stability  in  commercial  regulations  as  necessa- 
ry to  mercantile  calculations — if  duties  have  a 
certain  limit,  calculations  may  as  well  be  made  oa 
that  limitation  as  on  permanency ;  but  surely  theae 
arguments  have  been  advanced  by  the  advocMea 
of  the  bill  with  one  eye  shut.  They  have  not 
even  squinted  at  that  part  of  this  some  bill  whkli 
limits  the  continuation  of  the  increased  duties  oa 
three~fourths  of  the  artides  of  importation  to  « 
short  period;  their  hearers  are  to  be  compelled  to 
forget  all  the  arguments  on  the  first  part  be&R 
they  are  allowed  to  consider  the  second. 

As  to  the  other  purposes  and  former  deficioB- 
cies,  they  were  never  suggested  until  stxne  exeuaa 
was  to  be  invented;  aodm  this  case  it  seems  afao 
unfortunate  that  this  very  bill,  in  one  of  the  latter 
clauses,  states  that  there  is  an  aetnal  surpbu  it 
revenues  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousasd  del- 
lars:  surely,  in  such  aieuments,  iheK  is  no  regard 
to  decency  preserved;  l>ut,  in  every  view,  to  lay 
permanent  taxes,  without  approprietiDg  them  to 
specified  purposes,  is  unsafe  and  uncoBstiUttioiiaL 

As  to  a  SJDxing  Fund,  it  is  a  pretext  that  will  not 
bear  inspection.  If  tt  was  really  meant  to  die* 
charge  the  prtncipai  of  the  debt,  why  not  ettilf 
preseal  a  plan  aa  an  independent  object  of  deiibc- 
ratioD?  It  IS  certainly  of  sufficient  magnitude.  WIv 
wait  nntil  the  Indian  war  was  on  the  tapis?  But 
perpetual  taxes  are  not  neeeBsary  for  a  Staking 
Fund.  FerpetBal  taxes  were  never  excused  upaa 
u^  other  principle  but  the  providing  a  certain 
interest  to  give  currency  to  a  fictitious  carnlid. 
That  is  not  the  ease  with  respect  to  aSinkiagPuadi 
that  should  be  provided  aaa  increased  as  ciRJMB* 
stanoea  will  permit,  from  year  to  year;  our  «iw> 
cesBOrs  shoidd  be  left  as  free  in  this  respect  as  »• 
ore.  Besides,  a  perpetual  lax  for  a  Si^iiig  Fiud 
i*  an  absurdity  in  lugaagc.    It  is  trwe,  wh«n  «t 
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are  constantly  incTeaiing  oar  deM*,HBde7ea  when 
WB  cutnot  inoieMC  them  fait  euothth,  assamuig 
d«bls  of  others,  a  peipetuiil  SinkineFund  majr  he 
DecoQcUed  to  the  fact;  but  that  lact  must  also 
piOTe  thai  there  is  really  oo  serious  inleotiaD  of 
our  pKyin^  tlte  debt,  but  that  ii  is  considered  as  the 
fftaU  en^ne  necessary  toinflueioce  thetaotwaBof 
QsTeEBRieal,  and  which  mwt  evet  be  pieaerred 
wbeo  once  intro^iced.  Thai  this  is  the  real 
policv,  the  use  thai  has  been  made  of  the  Sinking 
PliM  we  now  have,  will  eridcmlly  demtxistTate. 
I  hare,  it  is  ttue,  no  official  docaments,  but  it  fans 
been  published  in  the  new»pBp«ve,aiid  not  contra' 
dieted.  I  have  before  mentioned  it  in  this  House, 
Uid  it  has  not  been  denied.  I  must,  therefore^  be- 
lieve it  to  be  true  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Umted 
States,  and  other  agents  for  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury,  have  eoue  into  market,  and  given 
higher  prices  for  slock  than  individuals  purchased 
at:  in  this  city,  ax  123.  for  three  per  cents,  when 
thev  sold  at  10b,  6dat  New  York— las.  when  others 
could  buy  at  10s.  Is  not  this  throwing  away  3s. 
and  4a.  in  the  pound  of  the  pnUic  money,  betray' 
ing  the  ccofideaceof  ihepeoplel  Isitnotwcwse — 
is  It  not  deviating  so  much  to  sinister  purposes? 
It  is  said,  that  it  raises  the  price  on  foreigners ;  the 
iact  is  directly  the  reverse.  It  raises  the  price  of 
foreign  property  tm  ourselves,  for  they  hold  per- 
Imjw  the  greater  part  of  this  paper.  But,  on  this 
I^mciple,  we  should  go  on  until  -vn  stimulate  the 
six  pet  cents,  to  30a.  in  the  pound,  to  make  it  equal 
to  money  at  4  per  cent.,  at  which  rate  it  is  said 
foreigners  now  lend  to  us.  We  certainly,  on  their 
own  principles,  lose  more  by  the  difference  be- 
tween 30s.,  Ihe  ultimatum  to  which  we  now  go, 
and  30s.,  to  which  we  ought  to  go  to  raise  our 
stocks  to  the  price  of  foreign  loans.  Then  we 
should  lose  between  20a.  and  19s.  or  16s..  which 
is  the  lowest  that  stocks  could  probaUy  aescend, 
whilst  we  pay  the  interest  quarterly. 

Bui  it  is  asked.  Would  GovemmeutwtshtotfiTe 
less  than  30s.  1  The  answer  is,  the  money  of  the 
people  ought  to  be  laid  out  so  as  to  sink  the  great- 
est quantity  of  the  debt.  But,  again :  Goremment 
hod  no  sucn  scruples  when  the  debt  was  princi- 
pally in  Ihe  hands  of  the  original  holders.  They 
bought  up  then  at  18s.,  13s.,  and  148.,  or  less,  and 
BO  on.  Why  did  they  not  fix  then  the  price  at 
20a.  7  Why  are  mere  tpecidaiort  (I  mean  not  to 
inclade  those  who  purchase  to  hold,  for  it  is  their 
interest  to  purchase  cheap)  dearer  to  Government 
than  those  who  have  gained  these  debts  in  ex- 
change for  their  blood  or  their  property?  Whr 
protect  those  who  have  purchased  80b.  for  2s.  M. 
m>Bi  the  soldier  and  fanner  from  losing  perhaps  a 
tenth  of  their  profits?  Why  should  (S)vernment 
make  use  of  the  contributions  of  these  very  in- 
jured people,  as  well  as  others,  to  increase  the  ad- 
vantages of  those  who  have  injured  ihem  1  Why 
select  this  particular  species  of  property  to  raise 
its  valne  1  Why  not  raise  the  price  of^  tobacco, 
rice,  and  other  articles,  now  so  low?  Have  they 
not  been  as  honestly  earned? 

In  fine,  we  have  opened  a  small  door,  and  let  us 
only  observe  what  a  host  of  evils  have  entered ; 
and  then  we  are  asked.  Why  do  we  not  prepare  a 


sobstilute?  After  having  cnnpeUed  us  to  part 
with  Ae  snbject  out  of  our  haadE,  and  refer  it  t» 
a  part  of  the  Executive — after  it  has  been  cooped' 
up  out  of  doors,  and  kept  back  until  the  cravings 
c*  necessity  compel  the  admission  of  part  of  the 
proposals — when  we  nowwish  to  separate  the  ne- 
cessary and  Useful  from  the  pernicious  parts,  un- 
justifiably blended  and  introduced,  we  are  arrested 
by  the  votes  of  a  majority,  and  even  insulted  by 
an  abuse  of  an  imputed  incapacity,  that,  if  true, 
would,  bv  degrading  the  whole  Representative 
body  of  tne  people,  invrfve  themselves,  as  well  as 
the  minority,  in  tne  ignominy.  But,  surelv  no 
two  propositions  can  be  more  readily  distinguished 
than  the  increase  of  revenue  for  tne  Indian  war, 


constitutional  mixture  of  manuftcturing,  financial, 
deficiency,  sinking  fund,  and  Indian  wu  ingre- 

When  Mr.  Mbbcer  had  concluded,  the  Com- 
ntiltee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

MoHDAY,  January  30. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honw  a  Lellei 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting,  pursnaat 
to  the  directions  ot  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  copies  of  the  official  communications  which 
have  passed  between  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  temporary  defensive  protection 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  said  Slate;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  ^ssed  the  bill  to  establish  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  Stales, 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
of  the  House. 


FHOTBCTION'OF  THE  FRONTIRta. 
The  House  aeain  resolved  itself  Into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  br- 
iber and  more  t&ttaal  provision  for  the,  prolec* 
lion  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 

forted  that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the  said 
ill  under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
meais  thereto;  when  the  same  being  read,  some 
were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

And  then  Ihe  said  bill  being  Defore  the  House, 
a  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put  to 
amend  the  same,  by  striking  out  the  second  sec- 
tion thereof,  in  the  words  following; 

"Andbe  it  further  matted,  Ttai^voAtliheiutai 
three  additional  regiments  of  inftnliy,  each  of  which, 
exclusively  of  the  commianM    '    "  '   "         ■  ■    ' 

nine  hundred  and  twelv*  n 
private*,  and  mliaidani:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  18,  nays  34,  u 
follows : 

Tub. — J<dm  Baptist  AAe,  EKas  Bondinot,  Shear- 
jaAub  Boome,  Benjamin  Btmrm,  NldioJas  Oflman, 
Benjamin  Goodhue,  Wjlliain  BBrr;  Orove,  6unue1  Llr- 
ermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Josiah  Par- 
ker,  Inad  Smith,  Joba  fitede,  Thoma*  Bompter,  George 
Thaltber,  Aitemaa  Ward,  Hugh  Wifflamwn,  and  Fran- 
da  Wiffis. 
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Niif. — FUtm-  Am«^  Abnhuu  Btldwin,  Robart 
BuiKTcU,  Egbert  Banwm,  John  Bnm,  Jonathan  D«7- 
ton,  Wiltiam  Findle;,  Thomaa  FiliidiDoni,  Wiiliun  B. 
Oilea,  Andrew  Gregg,  Thomaa  Haitler,  Daniel  Hugei, 
Philip  Ke;,  Aaron  KiUhell,  John  W.  Kittars.  John 
Laurancc,  Amasa  Learned,  Jamea  Madiaon,  Andrew 
Moore,  Frederick  Auguatua  Muhlenberg,  WUIUma  Vani 
Mum;,  John  Page,  Comeliua  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joahua 
8eney,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  8tur- 
gaa,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomai  Tredwell,  Thomaa  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Jeremiah  Wadiworth,  An- 
thony Wayne,  end  Alexander  White. 

The  faither  coDaidemtioo  of  the  said  bill  was 
then  postponed  until 


Tuesday,  Juiuarf  31. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  covering  his  report  on 
the  petitions  of  James  Swaine,  Abraham  Spting- 
er,  Timolhf  Mountford,  sundry  seamen,  Samuel 
Wail,  for  himself  and  servant,  John  Carnaghan, 
James  Shields,  Henry  Skinner,  and  William  Lor- 
'  \e;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 


'&: 


PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  making  ferther  and  more  effectual  provision 
for  the  protectitHt  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  same  being  further  amended,  was 

Ordered  To  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 


Wbdnssdat,  February  1. 

Mr.  Paoe,  from  the  committee  to  whom  i 
referr«d  the  petition  of  John  Churchman^  mad 
report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 

table. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 
'  An  engrossed  bill  for  making  farther  and  more 
effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion that  the  said  bill  do  niss, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  29,  nays 
19,  as  follows: 

Ysii. — Fisher  Amea,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Bobert 
Bamwell,  Egbert  Benson,  John  Brown,  AbrahalD  Ularic, 
Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Fbdley,  Thomaa  Fitxaimona, 
William  B.  Gilei,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Huger,  Aa- 
ron Kitchell,  John  W.  Kilters,  Amasa  Learned,  James 
Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Angustns  Muhlen- 
berg, William  Vans  Murray,  John  Pa(e,JaBhua8eney, 
William  Smith,  Samoel  Sterrett,  Peter  Sylvester,  Tho- 
maa Tredwell,  Thomaa  Tudor  Tncker,  Jeremiah  Wada- 
worth,  Anthony  Wayne,  and  Alexander  White. 

N^iB. — John  Baptiat  Ariie,  Sheaidaahnb  Boiuns, 
Benjamin  Bourne,  Nicholaa  Oilman,  Benjamin  Oood- 
hue,  Jamea  Gordon,  William  Barry  Gnne,  James  Hill- 
house,  larael  Jacobs.  Nathaniel  Macon,  Nathaniel  Nilea, 
Jodah   Parker,  Jeremiah  Smith,   Israel  Smith,  John 


Ward,  and  Francis  Willis. 


Wil^ 


Tbdk«dat,  Febmary  2. 

n  the 

"  That  a  committee  be  ^pointed  to  inquire  into,  and 
port  to  this  House,  their  opinion  of  the  number  of  In- 
ane now  in  arms  against  the  United  Stales ;  the  doco- 
enta  whereon  that  omnion  may  be  fotinded ;  the  »?ao»es 
ofthedelayofthePedendArmjon  the  Ohio;  the  Kst- 
ci^  of  [KtniaionB  and  forage ;  the  quality  of  the  powd«r ; 
and  auch  other  eanaea  as  may  have  been,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee,  coudndn  to  the  late  unlbrtOBali 
defeat." 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 
The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
estaUbhiiig  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within 
the  Unitea  States,  were  taken  into  consideration 
by  the  House,  and  all  of  them  agreed  to.  except 
one  or  two  which  respect  a  variaticm  in  toe  cran 

One  of  the  amNtdments,  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  is  m  favor  of  the 
newspapers;  inasmuch  as  it  pemiits  any  person 
whatever,  without  authority  from  the  Postmaster 
General,  to  "take  up, receive, order,  despatch, ctn- 
vey,  carrvj  and  deliver"  newspapers,  for  hire,  on 
the  established  post  roads,  without  oeing  subject 
to  any  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  for  so  doing. 

By  anotner  amendment,  it  is  enacted,  tli^t  if 
any  person  employed  in  any  deparlioenl  of  the 
Post  Office,  shall  imlawfully  detain,  delay, embez- 
zle, or  destroy  any  newspaper,  with  which  he 
Hhalt  have  been  intrusted,  such  offender  sbalL  for 
every  such  offence  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding 
fifty  dollars;  and  the  Postmaster,  in  any  contract 
he  may  enter  into  for  the  conveyance  oi  ibe  mail, 
may  authorize  the  person  with  whom  such  con- 
tract is  made  to  carry  newspapers,  other  than  those 
conveyed  in  the  mad. 

One  of  the  amendments  was  to  strike  out  Bax- 
ter from  the  general  route  of  the  post 

Mr.  GiLMaH  rose  in  opposition  to  this  amend- 

I  hope,s^d  he,  the  alteration  will  not  be  agreed 
Id.  When  this  bill  went  up  to  the  Senate,!  am 
informed  it  was  committed  to  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  a  member  from  each  State;  that  the 
alterations  were  made  in  ttiat  committee,  and  after- 
wards agreed  to  in  Senate  without  much  debate. 
In  that  committee,  this  subject  was  very  un&irly 
represented,  and  gentlemen  who  were  then  in 
favor  of  the  amendmenlj  are  now,  on  further  in- 
quiry, decidedly  against  it.  This,  1  think,  a  good 
reastm  why  the  House  ought  not  to  concur.  But, 
sir,  1  b^  leave  to  offer  some  reasons  why  an  office 
should  he  established  in  Exeter.  It  is  a  compact 
town,  of  considerable  trade,  and  some  navigation; 
it  has  a  direct  trade  with  Boston,  and  vends  con- 
siderable quantities  of  dry  goods.  This  trade 
would  be  greatly  facilitated  by  having  the  stage 
pass  through  the  town;  but  what  is  of  more  im- 
portance, and  more  extensive  in  its  operation, 
arises  from  the  necessary  commtmicalion  which 
is  kept  up  between  that  town  and  other  parts  of 
the  State.  This  will  be  perfectly  understood,  when 
gentlemen  are  informed  that  the  records  of  the 
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Bute,  the  Secratary'a  and  Treauity  offices  am 
kept  uieTe ;  that  the  records  and  treasury  of  a  laree 
county,  comprehendiiu  both  Porliiaoutb  and  Ex- 
eter, and  extending  wiy  or  sixty  miles  into  the 
coimtry,  are  also  kept  there;  and  that  the  Judicial 
Courts  of  the  County,  (he  State,  and  the  United 
States,  ait  there  at  appointed  periods.  It  is  there 
the  OoTemor  eonrenes  his  Council,  to  consult  on 
public  affairs;  and  it  is  from  that  [Jace  a  cominu- 
nicetioD  should  be  kept  up  between  the  State  and 
the  General  Qovernment.  From  these  circum- 
stances, it  appears  that  it  would  be  very  conveni- 
ent not  only  for  Exeter,  but  for  a  considerable 
part  of  the  State,  to  hare  an  a&ce  established 
there;  and  as  the  necessary  communication  be- 
tween that  and  other  towns  would  aflbrd  frei^uent 
opportunities  to  send  and  receive  letters  by  private 
CffliTeyance,  a  doubt  can  hardly  exist  that  such  an 
arrangement  would  be  productive  to  the  revenue. 
This,  1  believe,  to  be  the  ^union  of  the  Postmaster 
GeneraL  Sir,  the  distance  from  Boston  to  Ports- 
mouth does  not  exceed  seventy  miles,  and  that 
perh^s  the  best  road  within  the  United  States,  of 
equal  extent  The  objection,  therefore,  that  the 
■Isf^  cannot  psss  through  in  a  day,  can  have  no 
weight;  it  is  too  absurd  to  deserve  a  serious  refu- 
tation. The  difference  in  the  distance  between 
the  preaent  roate  of  the  mail  and  the  one  proposed 
through  Exeter,  is,  pming  through  Kensington, 
about  three  mileikoi  oy  Hatnpton  Falls,  about  fire 
miles.  The  road  through  Kensington  is  a  good 
earriage  road;  the  stage  ran  that  way  about  five 
years  ago,  before  the  proprietors  contracted  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail;  it  was  then  a  pretw 
good  loao,  sinee  which  it  is  much  improved,  it 
was,  therefore,  a  false  assertion  to  w  that  the 
road  through  Kensington  or  Hampton  Falls  is  bad ; 
and  1  am  persuaded  ituit  the  mail  passing  that  way 
eouid  not  be  injurious  to  Portsmouth.  But^  sir, 
the  opposition  to  this  measure  arises  from  a  rival- 
ship  between  the  two  towns.  Before  the  war,  the 
courts  and  offices,  just  now  mentioited,  were  held 
exclusively  at  Portsmouth;  on  the  commencement 
of  hostilities,  it  was  found "— "  ■ 


d^ree  of  jealousy  in  the  minds  of  some  persons, 
in  the  interest  of  Fortsmonlh,  who  are  perpetually 
on  the  watch  to  oppose  any  public  measure  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  interest  or  convenience  of 
Exeter.  If  this  alteration  takes  place,  letters  go- 
ing to  Kxeter  will  be  liable  to  a  postage  of  twenty 
or  twenty-five  per  cent,  more  than  by  the  present 
arrangement;  and,  as  the  cross-post  will  set  off 
hut  once  a  week,  letters  may  lie  six  or  seven  days 
in  the  t^ce  at  Portsmouth :  this  will  preclude  the 
people  of  Exeter  from  the  benedl  oi  a  post,  and 
they  will  be  obliged  to  send  their  letters  by  private 
conveyance,  as  they  now  do.  By  the  original  con- 
struction of  the  bul,  the  expense  of  transoorting 
the  mail  would  be  less  than  by  the  proposed  alter- 
ation; as,  by  extending  the  route  of  the  principal 
mail  about  three  miles  further,  the  travel  of  the 
erOM-post  is  shortened  fourteen.  1  therefore  hope 
the  people  in  that  patt  of  the  Stale  will  not  be 
depnved  of  rights  naturally  arisii^  from  their 


situation,  by  the  nrejudice  and  mlsreineBeaUititMi 
of  those  who  wish  to  injure  them,  and  that  the 
amendment  will  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LivBRMORE.— I  shall  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Senate  in  this  bill,  to  strike 
out  Exeter,  aod  to  carry  the  mail  by  the  accus- 
tomed route,  through  Hampton,  which  is  the  near- 
est way,  as  gentlemen  have  heretofore  state*!,  by 
aboulfivemiles;  and  it  is  also  the  best  road,  more 
especially  in  winter,  when  the  snow  is  deep,  being 
a  road  more  used,  and  conse<]uently  the  oaths 
better  kept  open.  And  as  the  bilt  provides  tnat  a 
mail  sbaQ  be  carried  from  Portsmouth,  by  Exeter, 
to  the  interior  parts  of  the  State,  1  think  the  town 
of  Exeter  will  be  well  accommodated,  without  the 
deviation  of  five  miles  before  mentioned.  As  the 
slage-carriages  that  carry  the  mail  three  times  a 
week  between  Portsmouth  and  Boston,  in  the 
summer  season,  carry  many  passengers  from  Ports- 
mouth and  from  Boston,  and  other  places,  a  devi- 
ation of  five  miles,  and  in  a  worse  road,  would  be 
a  very  great  inconvenience  to  such  passengers. 
The  oistance  from  Boston  to  Portsmouth,  by  the 
usual  route,  is  atx>ut  sixty-five  miles.  This  is  a 
pretty  long  journey  to  be  i>erfoVmed  with  a  stage- 
wagon  in  one  day,  which  is  the  case  in  the  sum- 
mer season;  but  five  miles  added,  may  induce  the 
necessity  of  traveling  sometimes  aiter  night  which 
would  be  attended  with  inconvenience  to  tne  pa»- 
sengers,  besides  hindering  the  mail  from  arriving 
at  the  appointed  hour.  The  inconvenience  would 
also  pernaps  be  greater  in  winter,  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  passengers,  and  in  respect  to  retard- 
ing the  mail,  as  some  part  of  the  new  proposed 
route  is  considerably  mote  liable  to  be  blocked  up 
with  snow,  for  want  of  traveling  to  keep  it  opei^ 
than  the  old  route.  Portsmouth  being  a  place  of 
considerable  commerce  and  navigation,  it  is  im- 
portant that  the  mail  should  arrive  at  its  proper 
timaa,  and  as  early  as  possible.  The  letters  for 
Exeter  are  fevv,  compared  with  the  number  for 
Portsmouth.  The  postmaster  has  stated  the 
amount  of  the  postage  of  letters  for  Exeter,  pass- 
ing through  his  office  at  Portsmouth,  to  be  about 
fifteen  dollars  and  a  half,  in  eleven  months,  from 
the  first  of  January,  1791 ;  a  sum  very  inconsider- 
able indeed  compared  to  the  amount  of  postage 
received  for  letters  delivered  in  Portsmouth  during 
the  same  period. 

Mr.  Tbatcbes.— I  feel,  myself,  sir,  as  little  in- 
terested in  the  present  question  as  it  is  possible  for 
the  gentleman  just  now  up,  from  New  Hampehire, 
[Mr.  LcvERUOHE.]  Indee4 1  have  no  other  inter- 
est in  this  matter  than  what  arises  from  a  desire 
to  accommodate  the  greatest  number  of  people; 
and  so  far,  1  confess,  I  feel  interested ;  for  any  gen- 
eral measure  that  does  not  effect  this,  gives  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  pain.  If  the  facts  that  nave  been 
stated  be  true,  and  the  arguments  drawn  from 
them  in  support  of  the  amendment  be  conclusive, 
I  certainly  should  be  interested  in  favor  of  it;  be- 
cause it  must  immediately  affect  my  constituents. 
But,  sir^  the  facts  are  not  true,  nor  the  reasoning 
just  Sir,  the  real  matter  in  dispute  between  Ports- 
mouth and  Exeter  has  not  yet  Been  understood; 
and  I  conceive  it  to  be  simply  this :  Shall  the  ouul 
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from  Boston  airiTe  at  EieUr  about  two  hours 
earlier,  on  the  same  day,  ihsn  at  PortsmoDth ;  or 
shall  il  arrive  at  Portsmouth  &rst,  and  at  Kseter 
the  next  day,  or  within  six  or  Eeven  days  after? 
This,  sir,  is  tne  realquestioa;  for  whether  il  passes 
through  Exeter,  or  through  Hampton,  as  it  now 
does,  It  will  teach  Portamoath  on  the  same  daf  it 
leaves  Boston,  and  about  the  same  hour.  If  the 
hour  of  arrival  at  Portsmouth  be  fixed  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  summer  time,  the  post  may  accom- 
plish the  route  through  Exeter  with  ease,  and  he 
will  do  no  mote  if  M  passes  through  Hampton. 
This  brings  us  to  an  examination  of  the  reasone 
offered  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  which  go  alto- 
gether to  show  that  if  the  route  be  establisbed 
through  Exeter,  the  mail  will  not  arrive  at  Forts- 
mouth  on  the  same  day  it  leaves  Boston,  and  cdn- 
sequently,  the  mnchaats  at  that  place  will  be  in- 
jured; and  not  only  so,  but,  it  is  said,  the  Portland 
mail  will  be  delayed  another  day.  Did  I  believe 
there  was  the  least  shadow  of  reason  for  this  ap- 
prehension, I  should  be  the  first  for  agreeing  to 
the  amendment;  but,  sir,  it  is  all  a  pretence,  a 
whim,  invented  for  no  other  reason  than  to  pre- 
vent ^e  mail's  atriving  at  Exeter  before  it  aoes 
at  Portsmouth. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  LivmHOBB]  has  said  the 
toute  from  Boston  loPoitmnouth,  through  Exeter, 
is  about  five  miles  fiuthei  than  through  Hampton. 
He  does  not  pretend  to  say  it  is  more,  I  verily 
believe  the  difference  isnot  more  than  ^tee  miles, 
if  it  is  so  much  as  that ;  but,  for  the  sake  of  the 
argument,  I  will  admit  there  is  the  difference  con- 
tended for  by  the  gentleman.  We  will  eiamine 
the  question  on  that  snppositioB,  and  see  if  there 
arises  a  probability  that  the  increased  distance 
will  prevent  the  arrival  of  the  mail  at  Portsmouth 
on  the  day  it  leaves  Boctcm.  It  seems  to  be  agreed, 
that  the  dd  louie  from  Boston  to  Portsmouth  is 
about  sirty-fonr  or  five  miles.  Now,  it  is  a  fact, 
that  prior  to  the  buiMiug  the  bridges  across  Mystic 
and  Beverly  rivers,  the  stage  pawed  this  route  in 
a  day,  although  at  Beverly  ferry  it  was  detained 
from  thirty  to  forty  minutes  where  it  now  passes 
in  two,  and  it  was  obliged  to  go  round  by  the  towu 
of  Mystic,  which  b  two  miles  farther  than  where 
it  now  crosses  on  (he  bridge ;  by  these  bridges, 
then,  we  may  consider  five  miles  taken  off  the 
whole  distance — so  that,  admitting  the  objection 
of  the  addition  of  6ve  miles,  as  the  gentleman 
wirfies  to  have  il,  the  mail  may  now  pass  in  a  day, 
from  Boston  to  Portsmouth,  through  Kxeter,witfa 
the  same  ease  and  certainty  that  it  did  before  the 
erection  of  these  bridges  through  Hampton  Falls 
the  route  contemplated  by  the  amendment ;  and  1 
mnst  beg  leave  further  to  observe,  that  a  bridge  is 
about  to  be  thrown  across  Merrimack  river,  which 
will  considerably  add  to  the  facility  of  passing, 
and  may  well  be  counted  upon  as  a  further  dednc- 
tion'of  the  distance. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  Livehhorb,]  that  the  road  from 
Portsmouth  to  Newburyport  is  a  good  road.  I 
agree  with  him  in  this  point;  I  am  as  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  toad  from  Portsrooutb  to 
Newburyport  as  he  can  be ;  I  know  every  patch 


4^ sand  or  rook'in  the  way  that  «an  impede  a  car-- 
riage;  but,  as  good  as  it  is,  1  preetmie  bewW 
aoltnowledge  there  is  more  sandy,  heavy  road  for 
wheel  carnages  in  this  part  of  um  line  than  att' 
the  rest  of  the  way  to  ^wton ;  so  that  sOtoeAmg 
ought  to  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  Ae  Exeter 
route,  because  it  avoids  tiaa  ^nd.  'Tis  said  the 
load  through  KeBsingtoD  to  Exeter  is  Mocked  ap 
with  snow  in  Uie  winter  time — granted  as  to  aoUH 
particular  seasons ;  but  the  same  is  also  the  case 
as  to  Hampton  road.  I  have  often  known-  tbe- 
Hampton  road  so  btoeted  up  that  the  stage  eonM- 
not  run  for  several  weeks.  This  was  the  case  last 
March ;  and  I  was  then  informed  that  the  road- 
through  Kennngton  and  Exeter  was  passnUe  fbr 
the  stage  earlier  than  the  Hampton,  and  it  ou^r 
here  to  be  noted  there  is  a  causeway  near  haff  a 
mile  in  length  in  Hampton,  over  which  the  pass' 
ing  is  not  only  difficult  ft  the  winter  time,  but 
very  danfjerous  if  passride  at  all,  cs  seme  tides 
overflow  It  two  feet  and  more.  I  paesed  it  last 
March  in  this  siiuatioa.  This  inconvenience  wiH 
be  avoided  by  passing  through  Ezetet^— asd  na 
part  of  that  ronte  is  so  bad  in  the  winter  time  as 
this  causeway.  I  have  heretofore  traveled  in  the 
winter  time  through  Kcnrington  and  Exeter,  on 
being  advised  it  was  the  best  rood  of  the  two;  and 
thoiwh  there  was  mueh  mow  on  the  ground,  wv 
found  no  difficulty  in  getting  along.  Hence,  ^, 
it  is  evident  to  me,  that  the  mail  nUiy  easily  be 
carried  from-  Boston,  durough  Exeter,  to  Porta- 
mouib,  in  a  day ;  and  that  the  objection  faimd«4 
on  the  inorense  of  distance  is  a  mere  pretene^ 
originating  in  an  tmwillingness.  in  the  minds  (tf 
some  peo^e,  that  the  mail  should  arrire  an  honr 
M  two  sooner  at  Exeter  than  Portsmouth. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  LivanuoRBJ  has  said  it  is 
a  principle  of  the  bill,  that  the  mail  sfaal)  be  car- 
ried in  me  moat  direct  road  from  place  to  place, 
and  that  it  mil  be  a  deviation  fn>m  this  jvinciple 
to  go  through  Exeter.  This,  sir,  is  not  strictly 
true;  no  sueh  principle  has  been  adhered  to  but 
in  a  qualified  sense,-  and  it  has  been  departed  from 
whenever  it  would  accommodate  any  considerable 
number  of  people.  I  wish  here  to  remind  the 
House  of  Springfield,  in  Massachusetts,  and  Mid- 
dletown,  in  Connecticut;  in  the  former  instance, 
the  direct  route  from  Worcester  to  Hartford  ia 
not  throu|^  Springfield,  but  a  deviation  of  new 
ten  miles  is  made  to  accommodate  that  town  ;  *ad 
in  passing  from  Hartford  to  New  Haven,  a  devia- 
tion of  four  or  five  miles  (if  I  am  mistaken,  gen- 
tlemen from  that  State  will  correct  me)  is  maile 
for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  the  town  trf' 
Middletown.  Many  other  instances  of  this  nature 
might  be  adduced,  and  why  shall  not  a  small  de- 
viation be  now  made  in  favor  of  Exeter,  especiaJty 
since  no  inconvenience  will  result  dieremm  to 
Portsmouthi    I  can  see  no  reastm. 

In  order  to  convince  this  House  that  the  mail, 
in  passing  from  Boston  to-  Portsmouth,  ooght  not 
to  De  carried  through  Exeter,  the  gentlemen-  has 
read  a  letter  from  the  postmaster  at  Portsmffotii, 
stating  the  number  of  letters  that  pass  in  a  year, 
by  a  cross-post,  from  Portsmouth  to  ^eter ;  by 
iraid)  irappeare  the  number  indeed^is  very  small. 
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Pott  Offbx  Wl^Cbd  fTtftertet. 


[H-opR. 


Heace  he  woold  draw  sn  ausment  that  the  bntri- 
nesB  between  Boston  and  Exeter  is  trifliag,  and 
not  of  conseqaence  enough  to  joslify  so  small  a 
deTiation  in  the  mail  line  of  three  or  four,  or^  as 
the  gentleman  contends,  of  five  miles.  Bat  this  is 
stian^  \og\t:,  and  a  very  different  conclusion  re- 
sults u  my  mind  from  the  contents  of  the  letter. 
The  letter  may  be  evidence  how  httle  business  is 
carried  on  between  Portsmouth  and  Bxeier,  and 
that  consequently  there  is  no  real  need  of  a  poet 
between  these  two  pieces;  but  it  does  not  contain 
dke  shadow  of  evidence  that  there  is  no  commer- 
cial business  between  Boston  ajid  other  places  in 
Hassaehusetts  and  Bteter.  If  a  gentleman  in 
those  places  wished  to  write  to  Elieter,  he  would 


be  six  day^  in  the  post  office  at  Portsmouth,  and 
perhaps  Longer,  while  various  opportunities,  bv  a 
pnvate  conveyance,  would  present  within  that 

I  have  biAerto  admitted  the  additional  distance, 
by  going  through  Bxeter,  to  be  five  miles;  but, 
sir,  since  the  mail  stage  passe*  MerriiAack  river, 
abont  (bur  miles  above  the  old  ferry,  (the  gentle- 
men of  the  House  acquainted  with  that  part  of 
the  country  know  the  places  [  rdei  to.)  I  cannot 
agree  that  this  additional  distance  will  be  mote 
than  three  miles,  if  ao  much.  Hot,  however  this 
may  be,  I  trust  i  have  shovm  to  the  eatiafoetion  of 
the  House  that,  whether  it  be  fire  or  three,  it 
cannot  produce  any  inconvenience  to  Portsmouth, 
but  must  be  highly  beneficial  to  Exeter. 

There  is  another  consideration,  air,  that  ought 
to  have  some  weight  in  deciding  this  question, 
which  I  will  mention,  and  say  no  more.  It  is  this: 
A  letter  that  goes  from  Boston  to  Exeter,  through 
PortsmoQth,  will  stand  charged  twenty-five  per 
cent,  more  than  if  the  mail  was  carried  directly 
ftota.  Boston  to  Exeter ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
die  postage  of  a  letter  from  Boston  to  Portsmouth 
is  the  same,  whether  the  mail  passes  through 
Hampton  or  Exeter,  because,  in  bodi  of  these 
routes,  the  distance  from  Boston  to  Portsmouth  is 
more  than  sixtv  miles,  and  short  of  the  next  grade 
of  postag[e.  For  these  reasons,  sir,  1  hope  the 
Houie  will  disagree  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith  (N.  H.)  ohaervedj  that  he  was  sorry 
to  find  his  colleagues  differing  m  opinion  on  the 
subject  under  consideration.  He  had  no  prejudice 
in  favor  of  one  of  the  towns  (Portsmouth  and 
Exeter)  above  the  other.  He  only  wished  the 
bill  might  establish  that  route  which  would  best 
accommodate  the  Stale  at  larre.  He  conceived, 
when  the  situation  of  New  Hampshire  was  con- 
sidered, it  would  be  evident  that  the  bill  as  passed 
by  the  House  was  better  calculated  to  answer  this 
purpose,  than  it  would  in  case  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senate  should  be  adopted.  He 
remarked,  that  the  trade  of  the  greater  part  of  that 
State  had  been,  and  probably  would  continue  to 
be,  with  Boston;  that,  if  the  general  line  of  the 
post  road  should  be  estabti^ed  through  Exeter,  it 
would  be,  to  the  people  in  the  interior  part  of 
New  Hampshire,  a  saving  of  at  least  twenty-fivf 
miles  in  the  distance  between  them  and  Boston 
Sd  COH.— 19 


that  the  trade  of  Exeter,  though  within  fifttan 
miles  of  Portsmouth,  was  pincipallr  with  Boston ; 
that,  if  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate 
should  be  adopted,  they  would  be  deprived  of  any 
benefit  from  the  estabbshment  of  post  roads ;  that 
the  route  would  be  so  circuitous,  that  the  people 
in  the  interior  parts  of  the  State  would  probably 
in  future,  as  they  had  in  times  past,  send  their  let- 
ters to  Boston,  and  to  the  Southward,  by  private 
conveyance  rather  than  bjr  post.  It  was  easy  io 
see  that  the  revenue,  by  this  means,  would  be  in- 
jured ;  that  this  circunulaitce  ^ould  aerve  to  ac- 
count for  the  statement  lead  fiom  the  postmaster 
at  Portsmouth,  of  the  small  number  of  letters  sent 
from  his  <Ace  to  Exeter.  Itwu  his  <»inion,  that 
the  revenue  would  be  greatly  increased  by  taking 
Exeter  into  the  main  post  rood ;  and  that  a  con- 
tract for  carrying  the  mail  from  Portsmouth  to 
Boston  might,  in  that  case,  be  obtained  for  as 
small  a  sum  as  by  the  road  now  used.  He  conld 
not  see  bow  this  would  injure  Portsmouth,  though 
it  might  not  prove  advantageoox  to  the  pootmaster 
at  that  place.  How  hx  the  Hoiue  mignt  think  it 
their  duty  to  consult  the  particular  interest  of  that 
«EBcer,  he  would  not  pretend  to  lay.  He  had 
reason  to  believe  (thou{^  he  conld  not  speak  alto- 
gether from  his  own  knowledge)  that  the  account 
given  of  the  road  by  one  of  his  oolleaguea,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  was  a  just  one. 
Upon  the  whole,  considering  the  amendments  aa 
not  calculated  to  promote  the  advantage  of  the 
State  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  be  si 
vote  against  it. 


)  represent,  be  aboidd 


FaioiY,  February  3. 

A  metnage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  ameodments, 
disagreed  to  by  this  Hoitse,  to  the  bill  to  eetablnh 
Post  Offices  and  Post  R^s  within  the  United 
States,  and  do  agree  to  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  House  to  their  aneudment  to  the  sud  bilL 
THE  COD  FI8HERIEB. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled,  "  An  act  for  the  encoiiraaement  of  the 
Bank  and  other  Cod-Fisheries,  and  loi  the  iwula- 
tion  and  government  of  the  fi^rmen  em^y^ 
iberein." 

The  first  section  being  read  as  follows: 

"BeU  auutid,  4«-.  That  the  boont;,  now  aJloifad 
upon  the  axportalkiD  of  drtad&di  of  thaflsherieaof  (he 
United  8t«lw,  ahaU  oeaae  on  alt  dried  fish  aipMed  after 
the  tenth  dm;  of  June  next;  and  in  lieu  ihenal^  andlbr 
Oe  more  immediate  anwiuagement  of  the  nid  fiifaeriea, 
ibere  ahali  be  afterwards  paid,  en  the  ls*t  da;  of  !)»• 
cembar  annually,  to  the  owner  of  every  veaael.  qf  hil 
agent,  by  the  collector  of  the  diririct  where  Buch  vend 
may  belong,  thai  ihill  be  qualified  agreeably  to  law,  fai 
canying  on  the  Buik  and  other  Cod-Fuheriee,  and  that 
■hail  actually  have  been  employed  therein  at  sea,  fcr  the 
term  of  four  monlhi  at  least,  of  the  Bahinga*     "" 
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Otd 


•BxdM;  if  of  nratttjtoniiBd  not  eioeeding  thirty  bKu, 
tme  and  >  half  doUan,  utd  if  above  thirtj  tou,  two  and 
a  half  doUan,  of  which  bountji  three  eighth  parti  ahall 
■ccnut  and  belong  to  the  owner  of  luch  fiahuig  Teasel, 
and  the  other  five  eigbthi  thereof  aball  be  divided  by 
him,  hix  agent  or  lawful  representative,  to  and  among 
the  several  Sghennen  who  anall  have  been  employed  in 
such  vesiel,  during  the  aeason  aTorewid,  or  a  part  there- 
of, as  the  case  may  be,  in  such  proportion!  aa  the  fiah 
they  ahalt  reipectively  have  taken  may  bear  to  the  whole 
quantity  of  fiih  taken  on  board  auch  veieel  doiiag  incb 
Kaaon.  Proeidtd,  That  the  bonntf,  to  be  allowed  and 
paid  on  any  vessel  for  one  season,  shall  not  eiceed 
ImtidrBd  and  seventy  dollan." 

Mr.  Giles,  expressed ^^^. 

pnnciple  of  the  Dill ;  and  for  the  purpose 
lecting  the  sense  of  the  Committee  on  the  subject, 
he  thought  the  most  effectual  means  would  be  a 
mutiOD  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  whole 
section.  He  accordingly  made  the  motion,  obserr- 
ing  at  the  same  time,  that  he  could  not  positively 
aasert,  whether  thereBsonswhiehdeterminedhim 
against  the  principle  of  the  bill,  were  well  found- 
ed oi  not;  tnat,  in  matters  where  a  local  prefer- 
ence  is  giTen.  it  is  necessary  to  accommodate;  and 
lie  would  he  nappy  if  his  objections  could  be  re- 
moTed.  The  present  section  of  the  bill  appears 
to  contain  a  direct  bounty  on  occupations;  and  if 
that  be  its  object,  it  is  the  first  attempt  as  yet  made 
by  this  Groveinment  to  ezeicise  such  authoiitr; 
and  its' constitutionality  struck  him  in  a  doubttul 
point  of  view;  for  in  no  part  of  the  Constitution 
could  he,  in  express  terms,  find  a  power  given  to 
Congress  to  grant  botmties  on  occupations:  the 
power  is  neither  directly  granted,  nor  (by  any 
reasonable  construction  that  he  conid  give)  an- 
nexed to  any  other  power  specified  in  the  Consti- 
tntion.  It  might  perhaps  be  brousht  in  under  a 
mode  ofconstruciion  already  adopteabv the  House, 
:  tl»tof  "waysandends"  by  whicnanypowe- 


erer  to  see  some  connexion  between  a  specified 
power,  and  the  means  adopted  for  carrying  it  into 
execution.  There  is  a  great  difference  between 
gniiur  encouragement,  and  granting  a  direct  boun- 
ty. Congress  have  a  right  to  regulate  commerce; 
and  any  advantage  thereby  resulting  to  a  particu- 
lar occupation  connected  wiih  commerce,  cornea 
within  that  authority;  but  when  a  bounty  is  pro- 
posed to  a  particular  employment  or  occupation, 
this  is  stepping  beyond  the  circle  of  commerce; 
■nd  such  a  measure  will  affect  the  whole  manu- 
fiusturing  and  agricultural  system.  In  all  cases, 
the  revenue,  to  be  employed  in  this  bounty,  is 
drawn  from  all  the  sources  of  revenue  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  confined  to  a  particular  object.  He 
was  averse  to  bounties  in  almost  every  shape,  as 
delegations  from'theeommonright;  and  he  thought 
there  would  be  no  great  difficulty  in  proving,  that 
a  Oovemment  is  both  unjust  and  oppressive  in 
establishing  exclusive  rights,  monopolies,  dtc., 
without  some  very  substantial  merit  in  the  persons 
to  whom  they  are  granted;  although  even  in  that 
case,  the  propriety  of  such  grants  is  still  question- 
aUe.  Under  a  just  and  equal  Government,  every 
individual  is  entitled  to  ptotectii»  in  the  enjoy- 


ment of  the  whole  ^odnct  of  his  labor,  exc(^ 
such  portion  of  it  ais  is  necessary  to  enable  Govern- 
ment to  protect  the  rest ;  this  is  given  only  in  con* 
sideration  of  the  protection  offered.  In  everr 
bounty,  exclusive  right,  or  monopoly,  Govenunoit 
violates  the  stipulation  on  her  part;  for.  b;^  sucha 
regulation,  the  product  of  one  man's  labor  is  trans- 
ferred to  tneuse  and  enjoyment  of  another.  The 
exercise  of  such  a  right  on  the  part  of  Government 
can  be  justified  on  no  other  principle,  than  that 
the  whole  product  of  the  labor  of  every  individual 
is  the  real  property  of  Government,  and  may  be 
distributed  among  the  several  parts  of  the  commB- 
nity  by  governmental  discretion;  such  a  suppoa- 
tion  womd  directly  involve  the  idea,  that  even 
individual  in  thecommunity  is  merely  a  slave  ana 
bondman  to  Government,  who,  although  he  may 
labor,  is  not  to  expect  protection  in  the  prodDcioT 
his  labor.  An  authority  given  to  anv  Government 
to  exercise  such  a  principle,  would  lead  to  a  ctnn- 
plete  system  of  tyraimy. 

He  entertained  fewer  doubts,  respecting  the 
principle,  as  it  r^ards  political  economy.  Am  oc- 
cupations that  stand  in  need  of  bounties,  instead 
of  increasing  the  real  wealth  of  a  country,  rath^ 
tend  to  lessen  it;  the  real  wealth  of  every  country 
CMisistinff  in  the  active  product  of  useful  labcr 
employedinil.  It  islhereforebadpolicjr  to  encou- 
rage any  occupation  that  would  diminish,  instead 
of  increasing  the  aggregate  wealth  of  the  conunn- 
nity;  and  if  an  occupation  is  really  productive, 
and  augments  the  general  wealth,  bounties  are 
unnecessary  for  its  support;  for  whenitreimbursa 
the  capital  employed,  and  yields  a  profit  besidec^ 
it  may  be  said  to  suj^rt  itself.  When  it  fails  in 
these  points,  any  forced  advantage  that  is  given  to 
it  by  the  Government,  only  tends  to  decrease  the 
wealth  of  the  country.  The  subject  however 
might  be  considered  in  a  more  favorable  point  of 


tial  to  the  defence  of  the  United  Stales,  and  whe- 
ther the  bounties  proposed  in  the  bill  were  moce 
than  equivalent  to  the  portion  of  defence  that 
would  be  procured  by  them.  The  bill  does  not 
(in  his  opinion)  contain  tliat  kind  of  encourage- 
ment, which  is  essential  to  the  national  defence. 
Any  man  who  takes  a  view  of  this  country,  mint 
be  convinced,  that  its  real  support  rises  from  the 
land, and  not  from  the  sea;  and  the  opposite  mis- 
take must  have  arisen  merely  from  a  servile  imi- 
tation of  the  conductof  Great  Britain:  the  infaabs- 
tants  of  this  country  heretofore  thought  favorably 
of  her  Government,  and  the  Revolution  has  not  yet 
altered  their  former  ideas  respecting  it.  But  the 
circumstances  of  the  two  countries  will,  on  exami- 
natiou,  be  found  widely  different;  Britain,  sur- 
rounded by  the  sea  on  every  side,  finds  a  navy 
necessary  to  support  her  commerce;  whilst  Ame- 
rica, possessed  oi  an  immense  territory,  and  hav- 
ing yet  ample  room  to  cultivate  that  territory,  has 
no  occasion  to  contend  by  sea  with  any  European 
Power:  her  strength  and  her  resources  are  ^  to 
be  found  within  the  United  States;  and  if  she  but 
attends  lo  her  internal  resources,  the  object  of  na- 
tional defence  will  be  much  belter  answered. 
Mr.  G.  next  proceeded  to  consider  whether  that 
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portton  of  the  Dnuotial  defenee  wkick  iDi|>ht  be 
derived  hcaa  the  fisheries.  wouM  not  be  puiehtasd 
at  too  high  a  price.  AltbMigh  the  apparent  iu- 
tentioa  of  the  bill  is  only  to  convecl  the  present 
existing  drawbacks  into  a  bounty ;  yet  the  disw- 
backs  being  allowed  only  to  the  actukl  exportation 
<d  the  fish,  and  the  bounty  being  granted  ob  the 
tonnage  ol  the  fishing  vessels,  there  can  be  no  com- 
Mraiive  value  between  the  drawback  and  the 
Dounty;  they  have  no  necessary  reUtioD  to  each 
other,  and  the  latter  may  eiceed  the  former,  or  the 
former  exceed  the  latter.  He  had  made  a  calcu- 
lation, and  upon  the  most  fsTomble  principles, 
founded  on  the  Reports  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
reasury  and  the  Secretary  of  State.  Here  he 
jnodacedacalculati<Hi,  tending  to  bhow (hat  the  pro- 
posed bounty  on  the  tonnage  of  the  fishing  vessels, 
wotdd  considerably  exceed  the  amount  at  the  pve- 
sent  drawbacks.  From  a  compuiaon  between  the 
bounty,  and  the  numbei  of  Bailors  employed  in  the 
fisheries,  he  showed  what  on  expense  each  man 
TTOuld  be  to  the  United  Slates;  and,  after  oftier 
remarks,  observed,  that  even  Grest  Britain,  whose 
'whole  natioind  support  and  defence  depends  on 
her  navy,  had  found,  that  the  men  employed  in 
the  fisheries,  though  so  necessary  for  that  defence, 
cost  her  too  much;  that  America,  whose  conse- 
-  quence,  as  a  nation,  does  not  depend  on  a  navy, 
(Night  to  take  a  lesson  from  the  experience  of  Bri- 
tain: that  he  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  a  compe- 
tition with  Britain  and  France,  in  supplying  the 
difiereni  markets  with  fish;  that,  as  those  nations 
are  able  to  hold  our  greater  encouragement  to  their 
fishermen,  than  we  can  to  ours,  we  would,  by  such 
a  competition,  only  exhaust  the  Treasury  of  the 
Uoiteu  States  tonopurpoae;anduponthiaprinci- 
^  alone,  he  thought  Uiere  was  some  reason  to 
doubt  the  policy  of  the  measure  proposed  in  the 
aeetion  under  consideration,  which  therefore  he 
hm)ed  the  Committee  would  agree  to  strike  out, 
mJess  his  objections  could  be  obviated. 

Mr.  MoBBAT  observed,  that  in  order  to  demon- 
strate the  propriety  of  the  measure,  it  .would  be 
incumbent  on  the  friends  of  the  bill,  first,  to  prove 
tbat  the  fishery  trade  is  in  a  stale  of  decay,  that 
the  stock  employed  in  it  does  not  yield  the  ordi- 
naiv  profits^  so  as  to  justify  the  merchants  in  em- 
baning  their  capital  in  this  branch  of  trade:  that 
there  is  a  system  of  defence  in  contemplation, 
irhich  the  circumstances  of  the  country  call  for, 
and  which  this  trade  is  calculated  to  furnish;  that 
other  branches  of  trade,  which  do  not  stand  in  need 
of  eneoungement,  are  not  equally  capable  of  fur- 
niiJiiwy  seamen  for  the  purpose:  that  this  particu- 
lar object  so  peculiarly  claims  the  attenUou  and 
encouragement  of  the  United  States,  as  to  leave 
fiu  behind  every  consideration  of  the  manu&ctur- 
iag  interest,  the  agricultural,  &c.  All  this  he 
thought  uecessaiy  for  gentlemen  to  prove,  and  to 
show  some  very  strong  necessity  for  encouragins 
cma  particular  class  <»  men,  in  preference  to  aO 

Mr.  Gdodbdb.— It  happens  that  .the  fisheries  of 
the  United  States  are  almost  entirely  confined  to 
the  State  of  Massachusetts;  and  they  furnish  a 
eoBoiderable,  a  prinoipol  portion  of  our  export  trade. 


As  vre  are  a  part  of  the  Uoitad  States,  the  Unitad 
Stales  in  general  axe  interested  in  the  prosperity 


of  that  branch  of  business,  so  far  at  least 
tributes  to  the  national  defence;  it  funushes  a 
copious  nursery  of  hardy  seamen,  and  offers  a 
never-failing  source  of  protection  to  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States.  Ifweengage  inawar  with 
any  European  Power,  those  seamen  will  be  exclu- 
ded from  their  ordinary  employment,  and  must 
have  recourse  to  f^ivaleering.  During  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  we  annoyed  the  enemy 
more  in  that  Une  than  all  others;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  privateering,  it  would  often  have  been 
impossible  to  keep  together  our  armie^  who  fre- 
quently, in  the  hour  of  need,  were  supplied  by  the 
privateers  with  ammunition  and  clothing, d"  which 
they  were  wholly  destitute.  Ail  that  we  wish  to 
obtain  by  this  bill  is,  that  we  may  not  be  burdened 
with  duties.  An  opinion  has  been  entertained, 
that  no  drawbacks  ought  to  be  allowed  on  the  i&- 
exportation  of  articles  imported  from  foreign  coun- 
tries i  but  if  this  opinion  were  to  obtain  m  prac- 
tice, and  no  drawbacks  were  to  be  admitted,  we 
must  confine  our  importation  to  articles  for  oui 
own  consumption.  The  drawback,  allowed  by 
the  existing  law,  on  the  exportation  of  salt  fish,  was 
calculated  to  be  only  eqim  to  the  duty  beforeuand 

C'don  thequantity  of  salt  used  in  curing  the  fish; 
the  fishermen  complain  thaL  as  the  act  now 
stands,  thev  are  wholly  excluded  from  any  partici- 
pation in  tne  benefit,  which  centres  entirely  in  the 
coffers  of  the  merchants.  The  objeol  of  the  pre- 
sent bill  i&  only  to  repay  the  same  money  into  the 
hands  of  those  persons  who  are  immediately  con- 
cerned in  catching  the  fish ;  and  there  can  no  rea- 
sonable objection  be  made  to  such  a  transfer  of 
the  drawback,  as  Government  will  not  lose  a  sin- 
gle dollar  W  the  change.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  GiLEB^t^ks  of  the  unconstitutional- 
ity of  granting  bounties;  but  no  bounty  is  required. 
We  only  agk,  in  another  mode,  the  usual  draw- 
back for  the  salt  used  on  the  fish.  If  we  can  make 
it  appear  that  the  bill  does  not  contemplate  any 
greater  sums  to  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  than 
are  already  allowed,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  fur- 
ther apposition  will  be  made  to  the  measure :  and 
that  this  is  really  the  case,  can  be  proved  by  docu- 
ments from  the  Treasury  office.  Here  he  read  a 
statement  and  calculation  to  prove  bis  assertion; 
and  to  show  that  the  United  States  will  probably 
pay  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum  less  in  the 
proposed  bounties  on  the  tonnage  of  the  fishing 
vessels,  than  they  would  in  the  drawbacks  on  the 
exportation  of  the  fish.  The  fishermen^  he  con- 
tinued, are  now  under  no  control;  and  in  conse- 
quence of  this  want  of  a  proper  restraint,  they 
often  take  whirais  into  their  heads  and  quit  the 
vessels  during  the  fishing  season.  To  prevent  the 
inconveniences  of  this  practice,  the  bill  contem- 
plates their  exclusion  from  the  bounty^  unless  they 
enter  into  such  contracts  and  regulations,  as  may 
be  found  necessary  for  the  proper  aofi  successful 
conducting  of  the  business,  which,  from  our  ad- 
vantageoussituationwouldbeentirelyin  OUT  hands, 
if  we  did  not  meet  with  such  opposition  and  dis- 
coantgemeot  iitnn  ftveign  nationt,  whose  bountiaa 
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to  then  own  fithermen,  together  ir^h  the  dntiea 
laid  apoD  osr  fish,  vrmild,  to  persons  less  adrantft- 
geonslj'  sitDBted  uian  ns,  atnount  almost  to  a  total 
prohibition. 

In  the  Report  from  the  Becretary  of  State,  a 
drawback  is  contemplated  of  the  daties  on  all  fo- 
reign articles,  used  by  the  seamen  employed  in  the 
fishing  trade,  such  as  coSee,  rum,  &c.;  nut  we  ask 
it  on  the  salt  alone;  nor  is  it  asked  as  a  bounty, 


Mr.  White  had  no  objection  to  gne  the  trade 
a  inoper  degree  of  en  courage  ment;  But  he  did  not 
relish  the  idea  of  granting  bounties;  if  anyger^e- 
man  would  prepare  an  amendment,  so  as  to  make 
them  drawbacks  in  fact,  as  well  as  in  words,  he 
would  consent  to  the  measUTe. 

Mr.  Ames,  after  some  introductory  observations, 
ftdverted  to  the  necessity  of  fixing  some  point  in 
which  both  sides  wonld  agree.  Disputes,  ne  said, 
could  not  be  terminated — or.  mote  properly,  the^ 
could  not  be  managed  at  all,  if  some  first  princi- 
ples were  not  conceded.  The  parties  would  want 
weapons  for  the  eontrorersy. 

Law  is  in  some  countries  the  yoke  of  Govem- 
nent  which  bends  or  breaks  the  necks  of  the  peo- 
|je;  but,  thank  Heaven,  in  this  country,  it  is  a 
man'sshield— his  coat  of  mail— his  castle  of  safety. 
It  is  more  than  his  defence:  it  is  his  weapon  to 
punish  those  who  invade  his  rights — it  is  the  in- 
atrument  which  assists— it  is  the  price  that  rewards 
his  industry." 

If  I  say  that  fishermen  have  equal  rights  with 
other  men,  every  gentleman  feels  in  his  own  bosom 
S  principle  of  assent.  If  I  say  that  no  man  shall 
^y  a  tax  on  sending  his  property  out  of  the  coun- 
try, the  Constitution  witTconfirm  it;  for  the  Con- 
stitution says,  no  dutp  thall  be  laid  on  e:rporta.  If 
I  ny,  that  on  exporting  dried  fishj  the  exporter  ~ 
entitled  to  drawback  the  duty  paid  on  the  soli, 
■ay  no  more  than  the  law  of  the  land  has  coi 
fltmed.  Plain  and  short  as  these  principles  are, 
diey  include  the  whole  controversy.  For  I  con- 
sider the  law  allowing  the  drawback  as  the  right 
of  the  fishery ;  the  deKcis  of  that  law  as  the  wrong 
sUfibred,  and  the  bill  before  us  as  the  remedy.  The 
defects  of  the  law  are  many  and  grievous.  Sup- 
posing 340,000  quintals  exported— 

The  salt  duty  is 948,744 

The  drawback  is  only  ....      34,0410 

Low  to  the  flshei;    ....        8,744 

Whereas  Government  pays  S4&,90e,  at  IS} 

cents,  including  diHrgn,  whidi  are  3}  cts. 

on  ■  qnintal :  which  is  beyond  what  the 

flshe^  raceWee        .....       1 1,000 

Being  a  clear  low  to  the  GoT«nuiient     — 

of 8,188 

So  that  thotigh  the  whole  is  intended  for  the 
banefit  of  the  fisnery,  about  one-fourth  of  what  is 
paid  is  not  so  applied:  there  is  a  heavy  toss  both 
to  Government  and  the  fishery.  Even  what  is 
paid  on  the  export  is  nearly  lost  money ;  the  bounty 
IS  not  paid  till  the  exportation,  nor  then,  till  six 
months  have  elapeed ;  wheicu  the  duty  on  salt  ia 
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paid  befilre  the  firit  is  taken:  it  ia  psid  to  the  ck- 
porter,  not  to  the  fisherman.  The  bo«utnr  ia  m 
indirect,  that  the  poor  fisherman  loaea  ngfat  at  it 
It  is  paid  to  such  person*,  in  such  tdaoea,  aad  M 
such  periods,  as  to  disappoint  its  good  eSeets; 
passing  through  so  many  hands,  and  pariBCM 
many  profits  to  each,  it  is  almost  absorDed.  The 
encouragement,  too,  is  neateet  in  suocessfnl  jvxt, 
when  least  needed;  and  is  least  in  bad  fishing  •»- 
sons,  when  it  is  moat  needed,    it  is  a  very  per- 

geied,  embarrasBing  regulation  (o  the  offieen  of 
overmnent  and  to  the  exporter ;  benee  the  ciaU 
charge-,  and,  with  all  this  chKiv«  and  tiouue,  il 
is  liable  to  many  fraude.  Four  nimdred  Hul«a  of 
coast,  little  towns,  no  officer.  All  theae  d^ads 
the  bill  rmiedies;  and,  besides,  give*  the  noan 
(HI  condition  that  certain  r^ilatioo*  ne  aubmiCM 
to,  which  are  worth  ahnoat  as  much  as  thMBoaef. 

The  bill  is  defended  on  three  gtoxuA.  Wmt, 
it  will  promote  the  national  weuth;  second,  the 
national  safety;  third,  Jratiee  requites  it:  thefaM 
is  (ally  relied  on. 

To  show  that  the  fishery  will  ineteaae  the  wmM 
of  the  nation,  il  cannot  be  intsraper  to mencieB  iB 
grettt  value.  The  export  befora  die  war  bMUght 
more  thtui  a  raillion  of  dollars  into  this  oOOBtryj 
probably  it  is  not  lesa  at  present,  and  no  aBan 
pan  in  gold  and  silver.  It  is  compnted  that  thirty 
thousand  persons  ineluding  four  thoimndseuaM, 
subsist  by  it.  Many  say,  very  eomposedly,  if  it 
will  not  maintain  itself,  let  it  faD.  But  we  shoidd 
not  only  lose  the  annual  millim  of  doUus  whkk 
it  brings  us,  an  immense  capital  would  be  iM. 
The  fishing  tovms  are  built  on  the  luiked  roeki, 
or  barren  sands,  on  the  side  of  the  >ea.  Those 
snoiB,  however,  where  trade  would  sickco  and 
die — which  husbandry  scorns  to  till — and  which 
Nature  seems  to  have  devoted  to  eternal  barren' 
ness,  are  selected  by  industry  to  work  miracle*  on. 
Hotues,  stores,  and  wharves,  are  erected,  aad  a 
vast  property  created,  all  dependiag  on  this  fami' 
ness.  Before  you  think  it  a  hght  ihmg  to  oonsigB 
them  to  ruin,  see  if  you  can  compuie  what  they 
cost;  if  they  outrun  your  figures,  then  confess  that 
it  would  be  bad  economy,  as  well  as  bad  poUey, 
to  suffer  rival  nations  to  ruin  our  fishery.  The 
regulations  of  foreign  nations  tend  to  brtog  thii 
rum  about.  Prance  and  EngiaiMi  equally  caJaa' 
vor,  in  the  language  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
mount  their  manne  on  the  destruction  of  vm 
fisberv.  The  fishers  at  Newfoundland  areallowed 
liberal  bounties  by  the  Bnghsh  Goremment;  and, 
in  the  French  West  Indies,  we  meet  bountiea  oa 
their  fish  and  duties  on  our  owil  and  these  amoBnt 
to  the  price  ttf  the  fish.  From  toe  English  idainii 
we  are  quite  shut  out;  yet  such  is  the  force  of  ow 
natural  advanuges,  that  w«  hare  not  yielded  nt 
these  rivals,  l^e  Secretary  of  State  oas  made 
these  statements  in  his  Report. 

The  more  fish  we  catch  the  cheaper;  the  Var 
glish  fish  will  need  a  greater  bounty:  whereat  if 
we  should  yield,  the  English  vrould  probably  need 
no  bounty  at  all;  they  would  hare  the  monopoly. 
For  example;  suppose  the  En^ish  can  fish  at  two 
dollars  the  quintal— we  catch  so  much  that  wt 
sell  at  one  dollar  and  two-thirds:  the  Ion  to  than 
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it  otw-tliird  (tf  a  doUw  on  eaoli  quintal.  Tb«r 
matt  have  that  «nm  as  a  boonty.  Whereas,  if  w* 
uemue  om  fisiMi|r,agteUeTaadagM«ter  bounty 
U  vecded  \tf  fi>r«ign  nationa.  Tke  contest  m  pain- 
MIy  snataiiMd  by  thm  muit  be  yielded  at  last, 
and  in  ahall  e^joy  ahme  an  baneBBe  fiind  of 
ir«Mhh  t*  the  nattoD,  lAiob  Nature  has  nu^ 
omeb;  and  tliDiUlb  foiaigners  distBifa  tlie  poSHS- 
■ion,  fn  afaall  uislly  enjoy  it  ptaocaUy  ud  ex- 
duaively.  If  ii>c  landH  of  Kentucky  are  invaded, 
youdrive  tftheinTadei;  andsoyou  ought.  Why 
ml  piDtMt  thia  property  as  mUl  Tlteae  opiaiona 
snttipponedbTaoconuDraanthotitv.  TheBtue 
ef  HtUBMhuaetta  haling  repreKnlad  the  diacoo- 
ngnunti  of  the  fig^ery,  the  aabject  hu  reoelred 
die  laoatkiD  of  the  Secretaiy  of  Slate;  ha  eon- 
Inta  the  fccts  slated  in  the  petition;  he  mys  it  is 
Ma  poof  a  bntiness  to  pay  aaylhiug  to  Qtr/tta- 

Tet,  inataad  of  aakmg  bountiea,  cnr  a  raKiissian 
o£  the  dutisB  on  the  aitioice  eousamed,  w<e  ask 
Kotkiagbttt  10  ^ve  oe  our  ow>  tooiwy  back,  which 

Crcocored  nader  an  enaageioeat  to  pay  it  back, 
aae  die  Bitiole  should  ae  exported.  IinoihinR 
was  in  vinr,  therefore,  but  to  pneaotc  naiioBBl 
weahh,  it  seems  pfaua  that  this  bnadti  ought 
he  protected  aad  {wesBnredg  beeause,  nnder  all  the 
disconragements  it  suffers,  it  increases,  and  every 
year  more  and  more  enncbes  the  comitry,  and  pro- 
BBsea  to  become  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  wealth. 
Another  view  has  bem  taken  of  the  sofaiect, 
which  is  drawn  ivom  the  naval  Hotection  anbrd- 
ed,  in  time  of  war,  by  a  fishery.  Our  coasting  and 
ibreign  trade  are  iacieaGkig  npidly ;  but  the  richer 
OUT  trade  faeaomea,  the  bett^  prize  to  the  enemy: 
•o  far  from  proteeliBg  as,  it  would  be  the  very 
tkkif  that  would  tempt  him  to  go  to  war  with  us. 
As  &e  rice  and  the  tobacco  planter  BfaeerfoUy  pay 
for  amiies,  and  turn  out  m  the  militia  to  protect 
their  property  on  shore,  they  cannot  be  so  uinoh 
deceiTed  as  to  wuh  to  have  it  left  unprotected 
wliai  it  is  afloat;  especially  when  it  is  known 
-Aat  this  protection,  though  more  effectual  than 
Ae  whole  revenue  expended  on  a  navy  could  pro- 
enre,  wilt  not  cost  a  nrthing;  on  the  ocmtrary,  it 
will  enrich  while  it  protects  the  nation.  The 
eeastefs  and  other  seamen,  ta  the  ev«it  of  a  war, 
would  be  doubly  in  demand,  and  oonld  neither 
prateet  themselves  nor  annoy  the  enemy  to  any 
ioasiderable  deeree;  but  the  fi^ermai,  thrown 
<MM  of  busiMss  by  a  war,  would  be  iustandy  in 
wetirai.  They  would,  as  th«y  formerly  did,  em- 
bH^  in  priTateers;  having  nothing  to  kae,  and 
Kverythiag  to  hope,  they  irotild  not  dishonor  their 
-ibnaer  rame.  Their  mode  of  life  makes  them 
axpert  and  hardy  seamen.  Nothing  can  be  more 
_, ^jj  .         .        .  .,     .     , 


adventurous.     They  cast  anchor 


I  the  banks, 


length  of  cable 
the  gale  proves  too  stroag  they  oRcb  sink  at  their 
•nehota,  and  aie  food  for  fish  which  they  came  to 
takei  forever  wet,  the  sea  almost  becomes  their 
element.  CoU  and  labor,  in  thai  region  of  frost, 
binee  iheir  bodies,  and  they  becoma  as  hardy  as 
the  bears  on  the  iskads  of  ice:  their  skill  ud 
spirit  are  not  inferior:  familiar  witfa  ^ng«r,  they 
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desfase  it.  If  I  were  to  recite  iheir  exploits,  tJhe 
theme  would  find  every  American  heart  already 
glowing  with  the  recoUeotion  of  them;  it  would 
kindle  more  enthusiasm  than  the  subject  has  need 
My  view  is  only  to  appeal  to  ^is,  to  evince 
importuice  of  the  ftehety  as  a  mean«  of  naval 
proteotmn.  It  is  proper  to  pass  over  Bunker's  HiH, 
though  memoraUe  by  the  valor  of  a  regiment  of 
fisbennen;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  meation,  fnithe^ 
that  firve  hundred  fishermen  fought  at  Trenton. 

It  is  known,  that  the  privateers  manned  by  fi^- 
eroien,  in  want  of  everything,  not  excepting  arm% 
which  they  depended  on  taking  from  their  ene- 
rnies,  btoughi  into  port  warlike  stores  of  every 
Utul,  aa  well  as  every  kind  of  merchandise  soft- 
eieni  for  the  army  and  the  country :  Uk  war  cotild 
not  have  been  carried  on  withont  them.  Amtmg 
othMT  exploitH  almost  bey<nid  belief,  otte  instanca 
is  worth  relating:  these  people,  in  a  priTateer  of 
uxteen  guns,  and  one  hunued  and  uty  men,  ia 
one  orutse,  took  more  than  twenty  stupe,  with 
upwards  of  two  hundred  guns,  and  nearly  font 
hundred  men.  The  privalecxs  frcnn  a  single  iar 
trict  of  Massachusetts,  where  the  fishery  ia  chiefly 
seated,  took  more  than  two  thousand  vessels,  beiue 
one-tlurd  of  the  British  merohant  veasdCs,  ud 
bcooghi  in  near  one  thousand  two  hundred.  An 
hundred  nil  of  {^ivateers,  manned  by  fisharmea, 
would  scour  every  sea  iu  case  of  a  war. 

Some  gentlemen  think  of  a  navy:  but  what 
navy  could  do  more?  What  nation  would  pro- 
voke a  people  so  capable  of  injuring  them'?  Could 
fifty  ships  of  the  line  afford  more  security?  and 
yet  this  resource  of  the  fishery,  always  ready,  al- 
ways sufficient,  will  cost  nothing.  The  superior 
naval  force  of  our  foes  should  not  diacourage  us; 
otu*  privaleere  would  issue  like  so  many  swotdfish 
to  attack  the  whale.  I  leave  these  observatitms  to 
tk«a  weight,  and  forbear  to  press  them  lurlhar; 
strong  as  I  think  them,  I  rest  my  support  of  the 
bill  on  another  ground.  I  will  only  ask  whether 
you  will  OHuess,  if  you  will  not  encourage  them? 
Whether^  u  you  will  not  give  them  the  money  of 
the  public,  you  will  partially  seize  their  own? 
This  is  aU  they  oek.  If  yon  policy  demands  for 
them  so  much,  will  your  justice  doky  them  so 
little'? 

1  have  repeatedly  asserted  that  the  bill  will  not 
costthepublicalarthing;  you  onlytake  the  money 
which  the  fishery  brings  into  the  Treasury  for  tha 
salt  duty^  and  pay  the  same,  or  a  less  sum,  back 
in  bounties,  instead  of  a  drawback  on  the  export- 
ation of  the  fi^.  Here  1  rest  the  argument.  Be- 
fore I  addnee  my  proofe,  I  cannot  forbear  to  lay 
open  the  state  of  my  mmd.  I  rely  on  the  trutn 
of  the  fiuits  I  propoee  to  offer.  I  rely  on  the  proof 
of  them,  being  as  near  demonstration  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  will  admit.  I  make  no  doubt  of 
the  good  senae  and  good  intentions  of  the  gentle- 
men whom  I  wish  to  convince;  and  yet  1  am  sorry 
to  say  I  am  far  from  being  sanguine  in  the  hope 
of  gaming  a  single  vote  for  the  bill.  1  vrill  explam 
my  meanmg,  and  then  1  think  no  gentleman  will 
taKe  exception  at  it.  This  debate  depends  oa  cal- 
cnlation.  In  print  or  writing,  or  in  private  eoa- 
figwe*  have  the  advantage  of  every 
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Other  mode  of  iarestigAtioD :  the  mind  is  fixed 
a  point,  and  made  to  perceive  it  clearly.  But 
public  debate  it  ia  otherwise.  Picures  not  only 
'Oi^pist  attention,  but,  as  the  mind  cannot  carry 
them  along,  they  confound  it;  they  make  a  plai 
4hing  look  mysterious,  and  bring  it  into  suspicioi 
When  I  ask  of  the  Committee  a  hearing,  and  it  is 
granted,  I  get  nothing;  I  want  a  close  attention; 
and  1  have  to  beg,  and  earnestly  too,  that  gentle- 
men will  not  trust  their  6rsl  opinions  and  vote 
against  the  bill,  without  condescending  to  receive 
and  to  weigh  the  facts  and  ealculations  of  its  ad- 
Yocatea. 

The  first  question  is,  how  much  does  Govem- 
menl  receive  oy  the  duty  on  the  salt  used  in  curinj 
the  fish  which  is  exportedl  The  quantity  of  fisi 
must  be  known.  Several  ways  of  mformation  an 
to  be  explored.  The  Secretary  of  State  auppose- 
the  fish  of  1790  to  be  354,276  quintals.  A  Trea- 
sury return  of  fish  exported  from  August  30, 1789, 
lo  September  30, 17S0,  which  is  thirteen  and  ooe- 
third  months,  is  378,721  quintals.  For  a  year, 
equal  to  340,849  quintals. 

Foreign  dried  fish  imported  from  August  15, 
1789,  to  August  1790,  3,701  quintals;  five  per  cent, 
drawback  ttiereon  is  only  tnree  hundred  and  ten 
dollars,  at  one  dollar  and  sixty-six  cents  per  quintal. 
Mr.  OiLBS  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  foreign 
fish  deducts  $16,000  from  our  estimate.  Return 
of  fisb  in  seven  months,  from  llday  30,  to  Decem- 
ber, 1790,  exported,  all  fish  of  the  United  States, 
197;S78  quintab:  which,  for  a  year,  is  338,184 

aointals.  The  medium  may  be  &irly  taken  for 
le  time  past  at  340,000  quintak  a  year. 
Six  gentlemen  of  Marblehead  eertiiy,  that  5  043 
lit^h^s,  or  40,344  bushels  ot  salt,  were  used  on 
38,497iquintalsi  which,  for  340,000quintals, gives 
358,200  bushels.  The  duty,  at  twelve  cents,  is 
$4S,744,  which  Ooyernment  receives.  But  the 
charge  to  the  United  States  is,  at  thirteen  and  a 
half  cents  pet  quintal     -  -  -    (45,900 

Whereof  the  fishery  receives  ten  cents 
on  each  quintal  exported        -  •      34,000 

Charges  as  the  law  stands  -  -      11,900 

Farther,  this  b  but  an  estimate  made  up  from 
what  the  last  year  proved.  The  next  may  be  Tery 
difierent,  and  probably  it  wilt  be.  If  more  money 
should  be  demanded  than  $44,000,  we  must  not  be 
accused  of  misleading  Congress.  But  in  that  case 
an  increase  would  be  made  by  law;  for  the  more 
fish  is  exported  the  more  thirteen  and  a  half  cents 
mtist  be  paid ;  so  that  the  bill  creates  no  burden  in 
that  way.  But  the  increase  of  the  export  of  fish 
will  probably  operate  in  iavor  of  Government. 
For  it  is  known  that  the  economy,  skill,  and  activi- 
ty of  the  fishery  are  making  progress.  Its  success 
mts  progressed.  The  more  fish  to  a  vessel,  the 
cheaper  the  allowance  on  the  tonnage.  Therefore, 
the  tonnage  of  vessels-will  not  increase  in  a  ratio 
with  the  increase  of  the  fish. 

The  very  objections  prove  this.  For  they 


The  difierence  of  the  agreements  for  distribu- 
ting the  fiah  according  to  the  present  practice,  or  by 


this  bill,  makes  a  sreat  one  in  the  ^tiantity  taken. 
The  bill  reforms  the  practice  in  this  point.  Mai- 
blebead  vessels  take  less  than  those  from  Bererlv. 
The  former  throw  the  fish  into  a  common  auic^ 
which  is  afterwards  divided  upon  a  plan  very  un- 
friendly to  exertion.  A  man  works  for  the  whole — 
Chaps  twelve  hours,  and  they  take  about  ei^t 
idred  quintals  to  a  vessel.  But  in  Beverlv,  the 
exertion  is  as  great  as  can  be  made;  ei^teen 
hours  a  day,  because  each  man  has  what  he  catches, 
and  thev  catch  eleven  hundred  quintals. 

Marblehead  seamen  sailing  from  other  towns, 
and  dividing  as  last  meotionM,  which  the  bill  e»- 
teUishes,  seldom  bil  to  catch  two  or  three  hun- 
dred quintals  more  than  vessels  and  men  from  Mar- 
blehead on  the  first  plan.  Accordingly,  1  assert  on 
good  authority,  that  the  increase  in  MarUehend 
only  may  be  computed  at  fiAeen  thousand  quin- 
tals, merely  in  consequence  of  the  reform  by  the 
bilL  The  best  informed  persons  whom  I  have  con- 
sultedj  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  export  in  case 
the  bill  should  pass,  would  not  be  less  than  fooi 
hundred  thousand  quintals,  probably  more;  but 
at  four  hundred  thousand  qumtals,  it  would  add 
seven  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  more  to  the 
salt  duty ;  a  stun  more  than  equal  to  an^  estimate 
of  the  actual  tonnage,  ot  any  probable  uereaae  of 
it $43,744 

Salt  duty  on  400,000  quintals  -  -     49,944 

Other  facts  confirm  the  theory^  that  skill  and 
exertion  are  Inoreasiug  in  this  busmess. 

In  1775,  25,000  tons,  4,405  seamen.  Pish  sold 
for  $1,071 000.  In  1790  three-fourths  of  the  sea- 
men and  tnree-fourthsoi  the  toimaffe  take  aa  mitch 
fish.  It  is  owing  to  this  that  onr  fishery  stood  the 
competition  with  foreign  nations. 

Fmally,  the  average  in  future  may  be  relied  on 

It  to  be  less  than  350,000  quintals. 

Salt  duty  on  which  -  -  -     $43,944 

Bounties        ....       44,000 

Wanted  ....  sa 

The  calculation  first  made  will  answer  the  pvr- 

3M,000  quintak  pay  salt  dnty  -     $48,744 

Tonnage  bounty        -  -  .       44,000 

Wanted         ....         i;B66 
This  is  the  mighty  defect   Observe  the  aatben- 
:  return  of  the  export  of  fish  may  he,  and  m 
in  almo^  prove  it  to  be,  below  the  ^iture  export. 
Whereas  to  banish  all  doubt  we  go  to  the  top  of 
the  scale  for  the  tonnage,  we  take  what  we  know 
to  be  the  utmost.  This  we  might  have  represent- 
ed mote  &vorabty  if  we  had  chosen  to  conceal 
any  thing.    But  even  this  will  answer  our  pai^ 

For  two  hundred  tons  are  wanting  in  the  esti- 
mate of  the  bounties,  being  nineteen  thousand 
eight  hundred^  not  twenty  thousand,  which  will 
taxe  off  one  third  of  the  deiScient  sum. 

The  tonnage  over  sixty-eiebt,  which  receivca 
nothing,  is  not  mentioned;  and  which  {Vfibably  is 
not  less  than  another  third. 
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The  boats  under  fire  tons  though  triflmg  are 
be  noticed— they  receive  nothiiiK. 

But,  above  all,  the  chances  of  non-compliance 
with  the  Tegulationa  are  in  favor  of  the  remaindei 
of  the  twelve  hundred  and  fti^y-aix  dollan  being 
•topped.  Boats  may  not  gel  twelve  quintals  to 
the  ton,  or  vessels  may  have  their  voyages  broken 
Dp,  and  not  stay  four  months  on  the  fishing  ground, 
in  either  case  tnef  would  receive  nothing.  Take 
all'these  together,  is  it  not  to  be  doubted  that  twelve 
hundred  and  fifly'six  dollars  will  remain  of  the 
forty-four  thousand  in  the  Treasury? 

But  these  are  trifles  which  I  cannot  believe  gen- 
tlemen are  anxious  about. 

For  the  event  cannot  be  reduced  to  a  certainty. 
What  quantity  of  fish  will  be  exported,  no  man 
can  tell  now.  Bat  as  Government  may  receive 
more  than  it  will  pay,  the  chance  may  turn  the 
other  way,  and  it  may  have  to  pay  a  few  hundred 
dollars  more  than  it  will  have  received.  We  have 
seen  that  the  chance  is  most  in  tavor  of  Govern- 
ment. But  one  chance  must  balance  the  other. 
This  answer  is  sincerely  relied  on  as  a  good  one. 

I  barely  mention  that  the  wear  of  cordage,  ca- 
Ues,  sails,  and  anchors,  is  verv  great.  These  arti- 
cles on  being  imported,  pav  autiea.  So  that  it  is 
probable  the  extra  duty  paid  by  the  fishery  on  their 
extra  consumption,  will  over  balance  any  little 
sums  anpposed  to  exceed  in  the  bountjr. 

It  has  been  asked,  as  if  some  cunning  wa; 
tected,  why  if  the  money  received  in  the  Treasu- 
ry to  pay  the  drawbacks  is  equal  to  the  proposed 
Munties,  a  fnrther  approuriation  should  be  madef 
This  cunning  question  aomits  of  several  very  sim- 


e  pro- 


pie  answers. 

The  bill  bei;  „  ,        , 

duct  is  the  proper  sum  to  b«  calculated.  But  the 
three  first  years  may  fall  short  of  the  boimties,  say 
two  thousand  dollars  a  year,  which  is  six  thousand 

The  fooT  last  may  exceed  two  thousand  dollars, 
say  eicht  thousand  dollars. 

Bh^  a  poor  fishennan  wait  for  the  whole,  or 
if  he  takes  his  part  according  to  the  money  in  the 
Treasury — for  a  twenty-fourth  part  of  the  bounty 
on  his  vessel,  from  1792  to  1795? 

2d.  This  deky  would  happen  after  a  bed  year, 
the  very  time  when  he  would  most  need  prompt 
pay. 

3d.  But  fish  taken  this  year  will  not  be  export- 
«d  till  December  next  Therefore  the  money  wil! 
not  be  stopped  by  the  drawback  as  the  law  stands, 
till  six  months  after. 

A  substitute  has  been  proposed  for  the  clause, 
to  appropriate  the  drawback  only. 

Thu  is  absolutely  improper.  For  ike  ten  cents 
allowed  as  drawback  is  but  a  part  of  the  duty  paid 
on  salt.  It  is  not  easy  to  see  any  reason  wbv  a  part 
stopped  at  the  Treasury  should  be  equal  to  the 
whole  paid  there  long  before.  The  drawback  falls 
near  nme  thousand  dolkirt  short  of  the  salt  duty 
received  by  the  Government.  The  expense  of  the 
drawback  would  be  very  heavy  and  useless. 

Nor  may  gentlemen  apprehend  that  Govem- 
ment,  by  payiiw  next  December,  will  advance 
money  to  the  £hery.    The  salt  duty  will  have 


been  paid,  and  Government  w31  have  the  use  of 
the  money  many  months  before  the  fishermen 
wilt  have  a  right  to  call  for  the  bonniies. 

tt  is  left  to  the  candor  of  the  gentlemen  who 
have  urged  this  objection,  wbeiner  a  better  or 
further  answer  is  desired. 

Atlei  having  laboriously  gone  through  the  esti- 
mate of  the  probable  export  of  fish,  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  be  equally  minute  as  to  the  quantity 
or  kind  of  vessels  which  are  to  receive  the  bounty. 

The  estimate  we  believe  to  be  very  high.  That 
it  is  high  enough,  we  suppose  verv  probable  from 
the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  oi  Slate,  which  is 
only  nineteen  thousand  one  huiulred  and  eighty- 
five  tons. 


ready  made  and  costs  nothing ;  and  as  it  was  made 
to  pay  a  duty  on  toimage.  we  are  very  sure  that 
Government  will  not  be  cneated  by  an  over-mea- 
sure. The  mode  of  paying  the  drawback,  as  the  ' 
law  now  stands,  is  expensive,  perjdeied  and  em- 
barrassing; liable  to  frauds  and  delays. 

This  intricate  and  disgustinK  detail  of  calcula- 
tions was  necessary  to  satisiy  the  Committee  that 
each  of  the  three  grounds  of  defence  on  which  the 
bill  rests,  is  tenable. 

Instead  of  impoverishing  the  nation  br  scatter^ 
ing  the  treasures  of  the  i^ole  to  beuetit  a  par^ 
it  appears  that  we  are  preserving  mine  of  trea- 
sure. In  point  of  naval  protection,  we  can  scarcely 
estimate  the  fishery  too  highly.  It  is  always  rea- 
dy. alw»3  equal  to  the  oltject;  it  is  almost  the 
only  sufScient  source  of  security  by  sea.  Our 
navigation  is  certainly  a  precious  interest  of  the 
couuiiT.  But  DO  part  of  our  navigation  can  vie 
with  the  fishery  in  respect  to  the  protection  it  af- 
ibrds.  There  is  no  point  whiehreg£^ournati[k»l 
wealth  or  national  safety,  in  respect  to  which  it 
seems  praeticaUe  to  do  so  much  with  so  little. 

We  reljr  on  the  evidence  before  you,  that  the 
miblic  will  not  sustain  the  charge  of  a  dollar. 
Those  ou^ht  not  to  doubt  the  evidence  who  can- 
not invalidate  it.  If  then  the  fishermen  ask  you 
to  restore  tmly  their  own  moitey,  will  you  deny 
themi  Will  you  retum  to  every  other  peraon  er- 
portbg  dutied  goods  the  money  he  has  paid,  and 
will  you  refuse  the  poor  fisherman? 

If  there  must  be  an  instance  of  the  kind,  will 
you  single  out  for  this  oppressive  partiality,  that 
branch  which  is  described  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
as  too  poor  even  to  bear  its  own  part  of  the  com- 
mon burden 'I  That  branch  which  neverthelras 
has  borne  the  neglect  of  our  nation,  and  the  per- 
secution of  foreign  prohibitions  and  duties.  A 
branch  which,  though  we  have  received  much 
and  expect  more,  both  of  money  and  service^ 
urges  no  claims  but  such  as  common  justice  hoe 
sanctioned. 

Mr.  Gebht  having  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  bounty  allowed"  in  order  to  insert  anoy- 
ance made,  by  way  of  accommodation, 

Mr.  MnsRAT  oWrved,  that  the  question  wu, 
whether  a  bounty  should  be  given  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  fishery :  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachnsetts  fMr..Gi»- 
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btI  did  not  alMr  the  prinoiide — it  was  still  "  the 
obi  cocked  haf"  on  the  one  luutd,  uad  on  the  other, 
"the  cocked  old  hat :"  ihe  geotlemau  from  Peou- 
■yivania  [Mr.  Fitzsimons]  had  asserted,  that 
Confess  have  a  right  to  alter  the  drsivbacks,  and 
ftllow  them  in  any  other  mode,  bf  which  the  citi- 
2eiw  may  receive  back  their  own  money  i  but  this 
is  not  a  ease  of  that  nature j  for  the  bill  says,  "in 
«ue  the  mooevs  appropriated  (for  the  payment  <^ 
the  d*itiet)  shall  be  maaequaie,  the  deficiency  shall 
be  nipplied  from  the  Treasury  j"  here  the  Tiea- 
maj  IB  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  bounties; 
ana  the  questioa  ie.  not  on  the  principle  of  chang- 
ing die  drawback,  out  the  giving  encouragement 
to  a  particular  branch,  at  tCe  expense  of  the  com- 
Bunity  at  large. 

Mr.  RtBKWBLL  observed,  that  those  who  are 
best  acquainted  with  the  fisheries,  look  on  thepro- 
posed  mode  of  encountgemeni  as  the  best;  and 
that  they  ought  to  be  allowed  to  use  the  gifts  of 
the  puUic  in  the  most  adrantageous  maimer :  that 
if  he  were  himself  concerned  m  the  cultivation  of 
any  particular  coimnodity,  for  the  encouragement 
of  which  a  sum  were  granted,  he  woujd  be  much 
surprised  to  meet  a  reiusal,  in  caae  he  should  come 
forward,  and  propose  some  more  effectual  mode  of 
applyins  that  grant:  that  even  if  the  bounties 
■noiud  happen  to  exceed  the  drawbacks,  by  eight 
or  ten  tbouaaod  dollars,  the  number  of  seamen  to 
be  maintained  would  be  well  worth  that  sum:  that 
whenever  tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States  are  of  opinion  that 
die  geuetvl  welfare  will  be  promoted  by  raising 
^ajf  sum  of  money,  ther  have  undoubted  right  to 
laite  it,  {Hovided  that  tbe  taxes  be  uniform:  that 
although  it  may  not  at  present  be  an  object  of  great 
fionsetjuence  to  Amenca  to  become  a  maritime 
power,  yet  it  is  of  some  importance  to  have  con- 
stantly at  hand  a  nursery  of  seamen,  lo  furnish 
our  merchants  with  the  means  of  transporting  tbeir 
commodities  across  the  sea;  that,  whatever aUow- 
ance  or  bounty  is  granted  apoa  any  particular 
GOmmodity,  must  ever  be  paid  by  the  whole,  for 
th?  advantMe  of  a  paTt,whetfaerit  be  upon  cotton 
to  the  Southward,  upon  fish  to  the  Eastward,  or 
iipcmodier  commodities  to  the  middle  States;  that, 
if  the  people  cannot  have  so  much  confidence  in 
their  Representatives,  as  to  trust  them  with  the 
power  of  gnnting  bounties,  tbe  Qovemment  must 
DC  a  very  paltry  one  indeed.  The  object  of  the 
bill  was  only  to  allow  to  the  fishermen,  in  the 
manner  that  would  be  most  beneficial  to  them, 
the  same  sum,  that  would  otherwise  be  allowed, 
if,  however,  from  time  and  experience,  it  should 
^pear  that  this  bounty  proved  on  imposition  on 
Govenmient,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  revoke  it 

Mr.  Gbbby.— The  State  of  Massachusetts  asks 
nothing  more  than  equal  justice.  We  do  not  come 
forward  to  request  favors  from  the  United  States ; 
WE  rally  wish  that  the  same  system  which  is  ap- 
{died  to  other  parts  of  the  Union,  may  be  applied 
to  us.  But,  in  examining  this  question,  we  wish 
that  gentlemen  would  not  make  distinctions  which 
will  not  admit  at  a  difference. 

The  proposed  allowance  has  been  called  a  bounty 
on  occDpadon,  and  is  said  to  be  very  different  from 


that  encoutageiaeBt,  whioh  is  the  incidental  tendt 
of  a  general  commercial  system;  but  in  reality  it 
is  no  bounty :  a  bounty  is  a  grant,  made  witheot 
any  consideration  whatever,  as  an  equivalent;  and 
I  have  no  idea  of  a  bounty,  which  admits  of  re- 
ceiving from  the  person,  on  whom  it  is  conferred, 
the  amount  of  wlut  is  granted.  We  have  impo- 
sed a  duty  on  salt,  and  Uiereby  draw  a  certain  sum 
of  money  from  the  fishermen:  the  drawback  is,  in 
all  instances,  the  amount  of  the  money  received ; 
this  is  all  we  ask;  and  we  ask  it  for  a  set  of  men 
who  are  as  well  entitled  to  the  regard  of  Govem- 
ment  as  any  other  class  of  citizens. 

It  has  been  supposed,  that  the  allowance,  m&de 
to  the  fishermen,  will  amount  to  a  greater  sum 
than  the  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  the  fish; 
but  1  think  it  has  been  clearly  shown  that  this  will 
not  be  the  case :  on  the  contrary,  it  is  presninable, 
that  tbe  drawback  on  the  fi^h  would  on  thewhole 
exceed  the  sum  which  is  proposed  U>  be  allowed 
to  tbe. fishermen;  sometimes  it  might  be  more, 
sometimes  less.  The  calculation  is  made  on  ge- 
neral principles;  and  it  is  impossible  to  calculate 
to  a  single  cent:  the  quantity  of  salt  to  be  expend- 
ed on  the  fish,  cannot  be  minutely  ascertained;  bat 
this  was  not  neretofore  considered  as  a  sufficient 
reason  why  Cotigress  should  refuse  to  allow  the 
drawback;  they  allowed  it,  though  in  a  different 
shape.  It  is  now  proposed  to  make  a  further  ccon- 
mutalioD:  gentlemen  call  (his  a  bounty  on  occu- 
pation ;  but  is  there  any  proposition  made  for  pay* 
ing  to  the  fishermen,  or  other  persons  concerned 
in  the  fishery,  any  sums  which  we  have  not  pce- 
viously  received  fiom  theih'?  If  this  were  the 
case,  It  would  indeed  be  a  bounty;  but  if  we 
beforehand  receive  from  them  as  much  as  the 
allowance  amount*  to,  there  is  no  bounty  granted 
at  all. 

If,  however,  it  really  was  a  bounty  on  occupation, 
it  would  after  all  be  only  an  indulgence  similar  to 
what  has  been  nranted  to  the  landed  and  agricul- 
tural interest.  We  have  laid  on  bemp  a  duty  of 
fifty  four  cents  per  hundred  weiirhl;  and  on  licer, 
ale,  and  porter,  five  cents  per  gaUon.  Now,  I  ask 
gentlemen,  whether  the  professed  design  of^  tbooe 
duties  was  to  raise  a  revenub  or  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  those  articles?  they  were  laid  for 
no  other  purpose,  than  to  prevent  foreigners  from 
importing  them,  and  thereby  to  encourage  our  own 
manufactures;  and  was  not  that  eneonra^^ementa 
bounty  to  the  persons  concerned  in  producingsuch 
articles  in  this  country?  If  the  duties  h^  not 
been  laid,  the  importer  could  sell  much  cheaper 
than  he  now  can;  and  the  landed  interest  would 
be  under  a  necessity  of  selling  cheaper  in  propor- 
tioa.  If  those  prohibitory  duties  operate  as  a 
bounty  in  favor  of  raising  hemp,  and  of  brewing 
beer,  ale,  and  porter,  I  uk,  whether,  if  a  bounty 
were  proposed  <hi  every  quintal  of  fi^,  it  might 
not,  with  the  same  propriety,  be  granted  1  If  wc 
have  not  a  right  to  grant  a  booniy  in  the  one  isu», 
we  have  as  little  ri^t  to  grant  it  in  the  other. 

A' calculation  has  been  offered  to  show  that  tbe 
proposed  allowance  will  exceed  the  amount  Of 
the  present  drawbacks  by  ten  thousand  doUan 
a  year;  but  that  caknlaiioB  has  been  pioved  to 
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he  emneous.  Baffoae,  hoyresvT,  ^hM  ihis  was 
the  Ikct,  wliatcoiapaTbon  is  therebetween  such  a 
tax  on  Ute  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the 


wsr  is  waged  against  the  Americau  fisheries,  by 
foieiga  BtUioBs,  who  lay  heavy  dotieson  the  Ame- 
ricas fiih,  and  apply  the  produce  of  those  duties  in 
bounties  to  their  own  fisnermea;  and  their  fishe- 
ries being  less  extensiTe  tlum  ours,  the  duly_  thus 
iot^osed  on  our  fish,  and  bestowed  in  bounties  to 
their  vessbls,  iqwrate  in  a  twofold  proportion  to 
the  discouiageiDent  of  our  fisheimen,  and  the  eii' 
coara^eioeat  c^  their*. 

Iwieh  to  know  (m  what  piiDcipIeKentlemea  can 
expect,  that  the  cttizenE  of  MassacnuBetts  should 
coalribttte  two  hundred  thonsand  dollars,  oi  per- 
hapsafrBatersum,foitbepTOteciian  of  the  Western 
frontier  against  the  Indians,  when  no  contribution 
is  made  to  support  the  commerce  of  Massachusetts, 
which,  without  this  support,  will  be  as  effectually 
TuinetLas  if  their  Tessels  were  captured  by  an  ene- 
my. The  principle  is  carried  &rther  witn  respect 
to  the  protection  of  the  frontier :  we  have  voted 
large  sums  as  presents  Lo  the  savages,  to  keq^  them 
friends  to  the  Frontier  settlers:  there  is,  however, 
no  cUuoe  in  the  Constitution  that  will  authorize 
a  measure  of  this  kind :  it  ia  true,  indeed,  we  have 
a  power  to  regulate  trade  and  commerce  with  the 
Indian  tribes;  but  does  that  give  us  a  power  to 
render  the  United  States  tributary  to  the  savages? 
and  if  we  nuike  them  such  grants  every  year,  do 
we  not  in  fact  become  ttibntary  to  themi 

The  centlemaii  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Giles]  says, 
that  aluiough  this  plan  of  encour^ng  the  fishe- 
ties  may  be  wise  policy  in  Britain,  as  h«ing  on  all 
sides  surrounded  by  the  sea,  yet  the  United  States 
will  not  equally  find  their  accotmt  in  pursuing  the 
same  plan.  -  The  State  of  Viminia  is,  in  point  of 
exposure  from  the  s^  very  differently  circum~ 
Etanced  from  the  Stale  of  MassacbuBetts:  we  have 
a  vast  extent  of  country,  four  hundred  and  fifly 
miles  of  sea  coast,  exposed:  the  citizens  of  all  the 
towns  along  the  coast  are  obliged  to  pursue  marine 
ocoupalioQsi  and  I  hope  the  gentleman  does  not 
wish  that  the  country  should  he  dqwpulated,  and 
the  inhalntants  driven  off  to  setde  tne  Western 
territory. 

The  State  of  Virginia  ia  very  haiquly  circum- 
stanced with  respect  to  a  marine  war:  shooldsuch 
aa  event  take  place,  that  State  is  pretty  secure 
from  depredations;  nut  when  we  consioer  how 
much  the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts  are  exposed 
in  a  case  of  that  kind,  we  ought  to  look  forward, 
and  make  some  provision  for  their  defence:  they 
have  as  good  a  right  to  expect  that  Qovemment 
will  make  some  arrangements  for  their  protection, 
M  that  they  shall  be  obliged  to  contritmte  for  the 
defence  of  the  Western  frontier. 

But  their  ooounerce,  it  seems,  must  not  be  sup- 
ported! Taxes  however  mttst  be  laid:  and  those 
taxes  applied  to  encourage  the  former,  and  to  bribe 
the  Indians  into  peace!  Is  this  fair?  Is  this  pur- 
suing a  liberal  system  of  politics?  Will  this 
reconcile  the  minds  of  our  people  to  the  Oeueral 
CkivenmentT  .If  so  rtaioiuUe  a  |«opoflitioB  be 


neglected  by  the  House,  it  will  convince  the  citi- 
zens of  that  State,  that  it  is  the  object  of  Govern- 
ment to  destroy  their  commerce,  and  to  make 
them  entirely  dependent  on  the  agricultural  in- 
terest. 

Here  Mr.  Gjbbht  read  a  statement,  to  show  the 
diminuti(»i  of  the  revenue  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  the  fisheries;  and  added, 

To  support  the  fishery,  b  to  support  the  reve- 
nue :  by  that  staple,  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts 
ore  enaUed  to  pay  the  revenue  that  is  expected 
from  them:  and,  by  an  attempt  to  save  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  QovemiDent  will  jffobably  sacrifice 
a  hundred  thousand;  and  besides,  lose  the  confi- 
dence of  the  citizens  of  that  State. 

The  only  question  now  is,  whether  this  be  a 
direct  boun^,  or  simply  a  commutation  of  the 
allowance  already  granted  by  Ctmgress?  If  the 
latter  be  the  case,  1  can  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  refuse  our  assent  to  a  propositiom,  which  is 
only  calculated  lo  do  justice  to  the  peoide  con- 
cerned, and  to  give  encouragement  to  a  very  im- 
portant branch  in  the  United  States;  enteciaUy 
OS  the  proposition  will  even  have  a  tendeney  to 
increase  the  revenue. 

Mr.  William  BOM.— It  has  been  Urged  with  great 
propriety,  in  &vor  of  the  bill  now  submitted  to 
our  consideration,  that  the  (^ration  of  our  laws 
should  in  all  cases  tend  to  encourage  useful  indus- 
try; that  while  we  are  giving  back  the  duties  on 
all  other  foreign  goods  which  are  exported,  it  would 
be  unjust  and  cruel  to  refuse  a  full  drawback  of 
the  duties  on  salt  which  may  be  exported^  eqie- 
cially  when  the  circumstances  of  its  exportation  are 
attended  with  an  increase  of  riches  and  strength 
to  the  nation.  Impressed  as  1  am  with  the  force 
of  these  arguments,  and  desirous  as  I  am  lo  protect 
and  oicourage  tbe  native  seamen  a[  America,  by 
all  prudent,  practicable,  and  constitutional  means, 
I  shall  nevertheless  find  it  my  duty  to  vote  for 
striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  beeause  it 
proposes  to  give  a  bounty  for  the  encoumgement 
of  me  vesseL  employed  in  the  fisheries. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  name  is  improper; 
that  it  is  simply  a  drawback  of  the  duty  upon  salt} 
and  gentlemen  have  produced  a  very  ingenious 
calci^lioa,  by  which  they  atten^)t  to  proves  tfau 
in  some  years  it  may  happen  that  the  whole  duty 
on  the  salt  will  not  be  repaid ;  but  they  admit  that 
in  some  years  tbe  drawback  or  bounty  will  exceed 
the  duty.  It  is  certainly  their  opinion — and  in 
this  we  are  perfectly  agreed— that  the  money  to 
be  naid  will  be  more  than  that  received,  else  there 
had  been  no  use  for  so  large  an  appropriation.  We 
shall  not  trouble  tbe  Committee  with  calculatians 
on  this  subject  It  is  conceded,  that  the  encou- 
ragement to  be  given,  probably  will  exceed  the  full 
drawback  of  tb«  dun  on  salt.  In  other  words,  a 
doaceur  or  a  proper  bounty  is  lo  be  given:  let  ua 
call  it  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  Isitwithin 
the  powers  of  this  Congress  to  gprant  bounties?  I 
think  not;  and  on  this  single  position  I  would  rest 
the  argument. 

In  the  Constitution  of  this  Qovenunent  there 
are  two  or  three  remarkable  provisions,  which 
seem  to  be  in  poiM.    It  is  provided,  that  direct 
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taxes  shiil  be  apportiooed  among  tbe  sereral 
States  accoTdiDK  to  iheir  resjectiTe  numbers.  It 
ia  also  provided,  that  all  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
cises, sWl  be  uniform  througbout  the  United 
States ;  and  it  is  provided,  that  no  preference  shall 
be  given,  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or  rere- 
nue,  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  another. 
The  clear  atid  obrious  intentiou  of  the  articles 
mentioned  was,  that  Congress  might  not  have  the 
power  of  imposing  oneqiul  burdens;  that  it  might 
not  be  in  their  pover  to  gratify  one  part  of  the 
Union  by  oppressing  another.  It  appeared  possi- 
ble, and  uot  very  improbable,  that  the  time  might 
come,  when,  by  greater  cohesion,  by  more  anani- 
inity,by  more  aiQress,  the  Representatives  of  one 
part  of  the  Union  might  attempt  to  impose  unequal 
taxes,  or  to  relieve  their  constituents  at  the  ex- 
pense of  other  people.  To  prevent  the  possibility 
of  such  a  combination,  the  articles  that  I  have 
men tioiKd  were  inserted  in  the  Constitution.  Sup- 
pose a  poll-tax  should  be  attempted;  suppose  it 
should  be  enacted  that  every  poll  in  the  Kaslern 
States  shall  pay  a  tax  of  half  a  dollar,  and  every 
poll  in  the  Southern  States  should  pay  a  tax  of 
one  dollar.  Do  you  think  we  should  pay  the  taxi 
No.  certainly.  We  should  jdead  the  Constitution, 
ana  tell  you  that  the  law  was  impotent  and  void. 

But  we  have  been  told,  that  Coitgress  may  rive 
bounties  for  usefiil  purposes;  that  is  to  say,  Uiey 
may  give  bounties  for  all  imaginable  purposes; 
because  the  same  majority  that  votes  the  bounty 
will' not  fail  to  call  the  purpose  a  good  one.  Es- 
tablish  the  doctrine  of  bounties,  and  let  us  see  what 
marfollow.  Uniform  taxes  are  laid  to  raise  money, 
and  that  money  is  distributed — not  uniformly ;  the 
whole  of  it  may  be  given  to  the  people  in  one  end 
of  the  Union.  Could  we  say,  in  sucn  a  case,  thai 
the  tax  had  been  uniform?  I  ihink  not.  There 
b  certainly  a  majority  in  this  House  who  think 
that  the  nation  would  be  stronger  and  more  inde- 
pendent, if  all  our  labor  was  performed  by  free 
men.  This  object  mio-ht  be  promoted  by  a  bounty. 
Let  a  poll-tax  be  laid,  according  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, of  one  dollar  per  poll:  inihiscase,  sixty  cents 
must  be  paid  for  each  slave;  and  tbe  number  of 
slaves  being  680,186,  their  tax  would  amount  to 
$334,911.  To  encourage  the  labor  of  citizens,  let 
Congress  then  give  an  annual  bounty  of  one  dol- 
lar to  every  free  man  who  is  a  meehaikic,  or  who 
labors  in  the  field.  We  might  be  told  that  the 
bounty  was  small,  and  tbe  object  was  good;  but 
the  meesare  would  be  moat  oppressive,  for  it  would 
be  a  cleat  tax  of  rather  more  than  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  on  the  Southern  States. 

Perhaps  the  case  I  have  put  is  too  strong — Con- 
|Te6s  can  never  do  a  thing  that  is  so  palpablv  un- 
just— bu^  this,  sir,  is  the  very  mark  at  whicn  the 
theory  of  botmties  seems  to  point.  The  certain 
operation  of  that  measure  is  the  oppression  of  the 
oouthemStates.bysuperior  numbers  in  tbe  North- 
ern interest.  This  was  to  be  feared  at  the  forma- 
tion of  this  Oovemment,  and  ^ou  find  many  arti- 
cles in  the  Constitution,  besides  those  I  have 
qnoted,  which  were  certainly  intended  to  guard 
us  against  the  dangerous  bias  of  interest,  and  the 
power  of  numbers.    Wherefore  was  it  provided 


that  no  duty  shoold  be  laid  on  ezportsl  Was  it 
not  to  defend  the  great  staples  of  the  Southern 
States — tobacco,  rice,  and  inaiffo — from  the  opei»- 
tion  of  unequal  regulations  of  commerce,  or  un- 
equal indirect  taxes,  as  another  article  had  de- 
fended ns  from  tmequal  direct  taxes? 

I  do  not  hazard  much  in  saying,  that  the  pre- 
sent Constitution  had  never  been  adopted  without 
those  preliminary  guards  in  it.  Estatuish  the  gen- 
eral doctrine  of  bounties,  and  all  the  provisions  I 
have  mentioned  become  oseless.  Tney  vanisli 
into  air,  and  like  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision, 
leave  not  a  trace  behind.  The  common  defence 
and  general  wel&re,  in  the  hands  of  a  good  poli- 
tician, may  supercede  every  part  of  oar  Constita- 
tion,  and  leave  us  in  the  bands  of  time  and  chance. 
Mimufactures,  in  general,  are  useful  to  the  nation; 
they  promote  the  public  good  and  general  wel- 
fare. How  many  of  them  are  springing  up  in 
the  Northern  States?  Let  them  be  properly  sup- 
ported by  boanties,  and  you  will  &na  no  occasion 
for  unequal  taxes.  The  tax  may  be  equal  in  the 
beginning — it  will  he  sufficiently  unequal  in  the 
end. 

We  are  told,  that  a  nursery  of  seamen  may  be 
of  great  use  to  tbe  nation,  and  the  bounty  pro- 
pel is  a  very  small  one.  These,  sir,  are  the  rea- 
sons why  I  have  marked  this  as  a  dangerous  bill ; 
the  moat  dangerous  innovations  are  made  Under 
these  circumstances.  To  begin  with  a  great  bounty 


_  _  _  doubtfuT  purpose,  might  deserve  a  worse  epi- 
thet. Haifa  million  of  dollars  per  annum  would 
have  been  too  much  for  a  beginning,  and  perhaps 
a  bounty  on  the  use  of  slei^s,  though  oitf  are 
convenient  for  traveling  in  winter;  or  a  bounty 
on  stone  fences,  though  they  are  durable,  would 
not  at  this  time  be  prudent.  The  object  erf  the 
bounty,  and  the  amoimt  of  it,  are  equally  to  be 
disr^arded  in  the  present  case;  we  are  simply  to 
consider  whether  Donntles  may  safely  be  given 
under  the  present  Constitution.  For  myself  I 
would  rather  begin  with  a  bounty  of  one  miUion 
per  annum  than  one  thousand.  1  wish  that  my 
constituenLi  may  know  whether  they  are  to  pat 
anyconfldence  in  that  paper  called  the  Constitution. 
You  will  suffer  me  lo  say,  that  tbe  Southern 
States  have  much  to  fear  irom  the  progress  of 
this  Qovemmenl,  unless  your  strength  is  governed 
by  prudence.  The  operation  of  the  funding  sys- 
tem has  translated  at  least  two  millions  of  dollara 
from  the  Southern  States,  that  is  to  sajr  from 
Georgia,  the  Carolines,  and  Virginia,  to  the  North- 
em  States.  The  interest  of  that  sum,  when  it 
shall  be  six  per  cent.,  will  be  $120,000;  but  the 
quota  of  those  States  is  at  least  one-third  of  the 
whole;  whence  it  follows,  that  they  mast  pay 
forty  thousand  dollars  every  year,  in  the  form  of 
interest  to  the  Northern  States.  This,  it  seemi^ 
is  not  sufficient,  and  other  measures  are  to  be 
adopted  for  draining  the  Southern  States.  Boun- 
ties to  promote  the  general  wel&re  are  already 
brought  forward.  We  shall  not  hear  of  a  bounty 
for  raising  rice,  or  preparing  naval  stores.  If  that 
was  the  questioo,  the  general  wellare  would  not 
have  such  promiDeat  featorea.    Unless  the  Bontb- 
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era  States  are  proiected  by  the  Constitation,  their 
Taluable  staples,  and  their  risionary  wealth,  must 
occasitm  their  deatructioD.  Three  short  yetirs  has 
this  Goremmeut  existed — it  is  not  three  years — 
bat  we  hare  already  given  serious  alarms  to  many 
of  ODr  feltow-citisens.  Establish  the  doctrine  of 
boanties,  set  aside  that  part  of  the  Constitution 
vhich  requires  equal  taxes  and  demands  similar 
distributions,  destroy  this  barrier,  and  it  is  not  e 
feir  fisfaennea  that  will  enter,  claiming  ten  oi 
twelve  thousand  doUars,  but  all  manner  of  per- 
sons— people  of  every  tnide  and  occupation — may 
«uter  at  the  breach,  until  they  have  eaten  up  the 
bread  of  our  children. 

Perhaps  I  have  viewed  thia  project  in  loo  se 
oos  a  li^nt;  but  if  I  am  particularly  solicitous, 
the  subject  of  finance,  that  we  do  not  even  see 
to  depart  from  the  spirit  of  the  Constituttoo,  it  is 
because  1  wish  that  the  Union  may  be  perpetual. 
The  several  States  are  now  pretty  well  relieved 
from  their  debts,  and  our  feUow-citizeus  in  the 
Southern  States  hare  very  little  interest  in  the 
national  funds;  press  them  a  little  with  unequal 
taxes,  and  the  remedy  is  plain. 
'  While  I  would  shun  btHmties,  as  leading  to  dan- 
gerous measures,  I  am  not  inanentive.  to  every 
argument  that  haa  been  advanced  by  the  honora- 
ble member  who  first  rose  in  defence  of  the  bill. 
That  gentleman  tells  us,  that  mote  than  a  bushel  of 
■alt  is  used  in  curiiu  a  quintal  of  fish.  If  this  fact 
be  established,  the  former  act  should  be  amended, 
by  giTin^  a  greater  drawback.  He  says  the  draw- 
mcK,  as  It  is  now  paid  to  the  merchant,  does  not 
operate  so  as  to  encourage  the  seamen,  who  have 
most  need  of  such  assistance.  This  is  very  proba- 
Ue,  anil  the  [wrties  may  be  relieved  by  dividing 
tbe  drawback  in  the  very  manner  that  is  proposed 


thai  should  be  paid  on  salt,  why  do  they  contend 
about  names,  unless  they  are  solicitous  about  the 
precedent  7  If  our  object  is  to  encourage  industry, 
and  to  increase  our  commerce,  by  sending  fish  to 
a  foreign  market,  we  must  adhere  to  the  drawback ; 
for,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  bill,  the  bounty 
i)  to  be  paid,  though  every  fish  that  is  caught 
should  be  consumed  in  the  country ;  in  which  case 
we  should  be  paying  a  visionary  drawback,  when 
nothingwas  exported.  According  to  the  terms  of 
the  bill,  there  is  no  proportion  between  the  labor 
and  the  reward,  so  far  as  the  bank  fishery  is  con- 
eerned;  the  bounty  in  all  cases  being  the  same. 

Having  exercised  your  patience  in  objecting  to 
this  new  system  of  bounties,  and  having  hinted 
on  some  objections  to  the  general  operations  of  the 
bill,  so  &r  as  industry  and  enterprise  may  be  de- 
sired, f  shall,  in  a  few  words,  submit  the  outline 
oTa  plan  that  seems  to  comprehend  all  the  useful 
»  of  the  bill,  without  any  speculation  upon 
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If  the  drawback  on  dried  fish  exported,  is  not 
equal  to  the  duty  on  the  salt  used  in  curing  such 
fish,  let  the  drawback  be  increased  to  eleven  cents 
or  twelve  cents,  as  the  case  may  be.  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  the  drawback  for  the  next  year  will  be 
e^nal  to  the  drawback  on  the  last  year;  and  let 


dkat  sum  of  money,  being  the  expected  diawback, 
be  divided  between  the  seamen  and  owners,  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  bill.  The  accounts 
must  Be  made  up  annually,  if  the  drawback 
exceeds  the  allowance  that  had  been  made,  the 
difference  will  be  considered  as  advanced  to  the 
fishery,  and  the  allowance  for  the  next  year  must 
be  somewhat  reduced,  according  to  tne  actual 
amount  of  the  drawback.  If  the  fishermen  are 
more  fortunate  or  more  active,  and  the  exports 
are  increased,  the  allowance  for  the  next  year 
must  be  raised.  The  rule  being  fixed  by  law,  all 
that  remains,  being  pure  calculation,  may  be  done 
from  year  to  year  by  the  Executive.  Every  im- 
portant object  of  this  bill,  that  has  been  presented 
to  our  view,  may  be  obtained  by  safe  and  consti- 
tutional steps.  Why  should  a  man  take  a  danger- 
ous and  a  ^ubtful  path,  when  a  safe  one  presents 
itself?  If  nothing  more  is  desired  than  to  regu- 
late and  protect  the  fishery,  the  bill  may  be  altered 
and  accommodated  to  that  purpose.  If  the  theo- 
ry of  bounties  is  to  be  eatabliahed,  by  which  the 
Southern  States  must  suffer  while  others  gain, 
the  bill  informs  us  what  we  are  to  expect. 
The  Committee  now  rose,  without  taking  any 


Monday,  February  9- 

A  member  from  Maryland,  to  wit:  Joan  Fran- 
cis Mercer,  returned  to  serve  in  the  room  of 
WiLLUM  PiNKNET,  resigned,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  tanners  of  the  town  of  Newark, 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  stating  tne  inconveniences  they 
suffer  from  the  erection  of  mills  for  the  purpose 
of  finding  tanners'  bark  for  exportation,  and 
praying  that  Congress  will  adopt  such  measures 
for  their  relief  as  may  appear  just  and  right.  Or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  COD  FISHEEIEB. 

The  House  again  resolved  Itself  into  a  Commit- 

e  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Senate,  ^titled  "An  act  for  the  encouragemeat 
of  the  Bank  ^td  other  Cod-Fisheries,  and  for  the 
regulation  and  government  of  the  fishermen  eta- 
ployed  therein." 

Mr.  OooDHDE.— The  gentleman  last  up  [Mi, 
WiLLiAMBOM]says,thatanappropriatioDofmoneT 
being  made  by  the  bill  now  b^ore  us,  and  the 
Treasury  standing  pledged  for  the  payment,  there- 
fore a  direct  bounty  is  granted.  At  present,  we 
pay  in  drawbacks  about  $45,000 ;  but  we  caODOt 
say  that  this  sum  will  be  adequate  to  the  payment 
of  the  drawbacks  next  year ;  for,  if  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  fish  be  taken,  a  greater  sum,  of  course, 
must  be  allowed  ;  and,  as  the  umt  depends  entire- 
ly on  the  quantity  of  fish,  it  is  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain beforenand  tne  precise  amount  There  is  not, 
however,  in  the  whole  bill,  anything  of  a  boimty, 
except  the  bare  name.  The  genueman  allows 
that  we  may  commute  the  present  drawbacks,  and 
give  them  to  the  fisherman  instead  of  the  mer- 
chant; but  it  is  impossible  to  do  this  with  safety 
'   any  other  mode  than  that  pointed  out  iit  the 
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The  pUn  proposed  is  «  mach  less  excepdomble 
one.  It  is  founded  on  «  eaknladon  tluit  a  cerUun 
qnantitj  of  totmage  is  emplojred  in  taking  a  oer- 
Uia  quantity  of  fitli.  On  this  caloutalion  the  ai- 
Imrance  is  apportioned  to  the  totaage.  If  gentle- 
moi  think  the  allowance  too  hi^,  let  the  sum  be 
reduced ;  but  let  it  not  be  stigmatized  aa  a  boooty. 
it  is  no  such  thin^.  The  word  "  bounty"  is  an  nn- 
fortonate  exnru^on,  and  I  wish  it  weio  entirely 
oat  of  the  bUl. 

Mr.  LitERHORi.-^The  bill  now  under  conside- 
ration has  two  important  objects  in  Tiew.  The 
one  is,  to  give  eocourBgement  to  our  fishermen, 
and,  by  that  encouragement,  to  iucresse  their  num- 
bers; the  other  is  to  govern  chose  fishennen  by 
certain  laws,  by  which  they  will  be  kept  under 
due  restraint.  Both  these  objectsareof  great  im- 
portance to  such  perwni  as  choose  to  emmoy  thair 
capitals  in  the  fishery  bostness.  And  1  Mueve  it 
wul  not  be  disputed  that  the  business  itself  is  of 
considerable  iinportvice  to  the  United  States,  in- 
somuch at  it  aSbrds  a  certain  proportion  of  remit- 
tance or  exportation  to  foreien  countries,  and  does 
not  impoTerish  the  conntry,  Dut  enriches  it  by  the 
addition  of  so  much  wealth  drown  from  the  sea. 

It  is  the  object  of  those  gentlemen  who  faror 
the  bill  that  the  fishermen  should  have  some  en- 
couragement, not  giren  to  them  at  the  expense  of 
the  United  States,  but  directed  to  them  out  of 
what  was  in  the  former  law,  called  a  drawback 
of  the  dutv  on  salt.  The  calculation,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  aas  been  made  as  nearly  as  possible  to 
give  that  drawback,  not  to  the  merchants  who  ex- 
port the  Gsh,  but  to  the  fishermen  who  take  it,  in 
order  to  increase  that  description  of  men,  without 
whose  assistance  it  is  vain  to  expect  any  benefit 
from  the  fisheries ;  for.  if  the  merchants  at  present 
engaged  in  that  branch  possessed  the  whole  capi- 
tal of  the  United  States,  yet,  if  they  cannot  get 
fisbcrmeD,  Aey  canOot  carry  on  the  fishery.  This 
is  done  by  a  particular  class  of  men,  who  mtisc  be 
■ot  onlv  expert  seamen,  btiC  also  accustomed  to 
t^ng  tne  fish  and  curing  it.  If  theee  men  cannot 
be  had,  the  capital  cannot  be  employed,  and  those 
who  undertake  the  business  cannot  carry  it  on,  or 
reap  any  pto&t  fVom  it. 

Whilst  the  drawback  is  payable  only  to  the  mer- 
chant who  exports  the  fish,  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
Tinoe  the  fishermen  that  they  reap  from  it  any 
advantage  whatever ;  or,  if  the  more  discerning 
among  them  do  perceive  any  advantage  in  it,  the 
others  who  are  not  so  clear-sighted  cannot  discern 
it,  and  are  therefore  not  dispc«ed  to  undertake  the 
business,  ll  is,  however,  of  considerable  import- 
ance to  the  merchants  that  the  fisherman  should 
receive  a  proper  encouragement,  even  if  they  were 
obliged  to  allow  him  a  boimiy  out  of  their  own 
pocket. 

The  goremment  of  the  fishermen,  after  their 
engagement  in  this  business,  is  also  necessary  to 
be  provided  for ;  otherwise,  frequent  ioatances  may 
occur  amcmg  that  class  of  men  of  quitting  one  ves- 
wA  to  embart  on  board  another,  or  of  shipiting 


themselves  for  a  fi^re^  voyage,  before  &e  axp^ 
lalion  of  the  fishing  season.  In  the  huter  caa^ 
the  vessel  lies  useless  on  tin  owner^s  faaads^  and 
be,  together  witli  the  whole  expense  of  tbe  outfit, 
loses  all  his  prospects  of  future  gain. 

The  two  object  ha«  mentioned  are  iully  pror 
vided  fin  in  tbe  biU.  Still,  however,  it  is  objeetid 
to.  But  what  is  the  objectical  It  ta,  that  ite 
word  "  bounty"  is  twice  lued  in  thb  elMtse.  iM 
OS  now  see  what  advantage  will  residt  from  strife- 
inf  out  this  9bnozimis  "boutUy."  None  at  alL 
The  bill  says  it  shall  ceaae ;  and  liav«  gendames 
any  objection  to  thafaatuiiy^ceacing?  Since  tha 
bounty  b  to  cease  by  this  bill,  what  advantage  ia 
striking  it  out  7  The  seue  would  still  remain 
the  same;  and  I  donotknoirwhy  wesbotiUmakt 
a  law  expressly  to  strike  out  the  wiud  "  bounty,' 
but  to  strike  out  the  boimty  iuetf. 

It  is  Strang  to  me  that  any  gentleman,  wfatthor 
be  is  for  givmg  a  great  bounty  oi  no  bounty  atal, 
should  qnarrelwiu  this  tufortunateword.  Then 
is,  indeed,  one  pert  of  the  section  which  I  wffl 
readily  consml  to  strike  odl  and  I  believe  eveiT 
other  gentleman  who  is  id  favcv  of  the  bill  via 
eoRsent  to  it  likewise;  andthat  is  theelause  which 
provides  that  the  bounty  to  be  allowed  and  paid 
on  every  vessel,  fc«  one  season,  shall  not  exceed 
one  hundred  and  seventy  dollars,  if,  whea  Ac 
vote  is  lakoi  on  the  section,  there  does  not  aj^aar 
a  majority  of  the  House  in  &vor  of  strikiBg  oat 
the  whole,  we  may  dien  move  for  striking  out  Ae 
prmito,  if  it  be  ofTensive  to  any  geatkaoan.  If  it 
oe  not  ofiensLve,  it  may  remain. 

If  gentlemen  are  diBpnting  only  because  the 
word ''  bounty"  is  in  the  bill,  they  may  be  perfecdy 
relieved  from  their  imeaainess  on  that  score ;  fbt 
the  bill  ex[veasly  says,  "  that  the  bounty  how  al- 
lowed upon  the  exportation  of  dried  fish  of  the 
fisheries  of  the  Umted  States  shall  cease,  and,  ia 
lieu  thereof,"  a  difierent  kiad  of  encouragement  is 

be  given.  Here  is  no  reason  to  dispute  about  a 
If  gentlemen  are  disposed  tc  ~-~ — '  •-  •*— 


principle  itfthe  bill,  that  the  drawback  of  the  do- 
ties  on  salt  shall  be  commuted  for  a  cH'tain  sua, 
to  encourage  the  fishermen,  they  will  vote  in  favw 
of  the  bill ;  if  not,  they  will  vote  against  it.  But 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  conceive  why  any  g<B- 
tleman  under  Heaven  shotild  be  against  it.  It  is 
oitly  fixing,  for  the  merchants  engaged  in  this 
braikch,  a  clear  and  equitable  ratio  for  distribUtinK 
among  the  fishermen  that  encouragement  whim 
they  tnink  necessary  in  order  to  attach  those  peo- 
}de  to  the  business,  and  to  prevent  them  from  going 
to  other  occupations  on  luid.  The  bill  is  an  im- 
portant one,  and  will  increase  that  branch  of  buii- 
uess,  which  is  very  useful  to  the  community.  It 
does  not  lay  a  farthing  of  bounty  or  duty  on  Hty 
other  persons  than  those  who  are  mimediately  eaor 
ceraed  in  it.    It  will  serve  them,  and  will  not  in- 


jure anybody. 

Mr.  LiAnntncE  said,  from  ««■■  mining  the  sec- 
tion, he  conceived  it  contemplated  no  mere  than 
what  the  merchant  is  entitled  to  by  existing  laws. 
The  merchant  is  now  entided  to  the  drawhadt; 
but  it  is  fbaad  by  experience  that  the  effect  hai  i»t 
been  to  prodnoe  that  encouragement  to  the  Sti^K- 
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.vrae  perieotly  olear  to  me  a  new  direMi6a  lo  the 
dMwWk,  and  thia  is  ^  thai  is  aimed  atm  the  bill. 
He  mf^MMed  that  the  dause  had  do  ueeessary  can- 
itexlon  with  the  queetioii  which  had  beea  started 
wwpKctmg  the  right  or  the  OoTernmRit  to  grant 
faooHties ;  but,  since  the  question  has  been  brousht 
fbnmrd,  it  if»f  be  proper  to  consider  it.  In  ai»- 
Guwinc  the  question,  he  ioqaired,  What  has  Con- 
|{i«M  urcAdy  done  1  Have  we  not  laid  extra  du- 
ttw  on  TBrioos  articles,  expTcw);  for  the  purpose 
of  eoconragiiw  fuious  branches  of  oar  own  mann- 
Jbctureef  Tuse  dntiesareiounftMtoall  intents 
and  pDrpeaee^  and  are  founded  on  the  idea  onl;^  of 
their  conclBeing  to  the  gaund  interett.  Similar 
«l)ieGtions  to  those  now  advanced  were  not  made 
to  thcM  duties.  They  were  advocated,  some  of 
them,  bf  gentlemen  from  the  Southward.  He 
tnaed  the  effects  of  these  duties,  and  allowed  that 
diey  operated  fully  as  indiieet  bounties. 

Mr.  L.  then  adverted  pantcularl  j  to  the  Coniiti- 
tatitm,  and  obserred  diat  it  containe  general  prin- 
oiples  and  powers  only.  These  powers  depend  on 
foriKularlAwa  for  ttieir  operation ;  and  on  this 
idea,  he  contended  (hat  the  powwn  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  must,  in  variotu  eircumstancesj  eztoid  to 
the  granting  boonties.  He  uisifRieed,  in  eeae  of  a 
war  with  a  foreign  Power,  will  any  gendeman  say 
that  the  General  QoTemnient  has  not  a  power  to 
cruit  a  bounty  on  arms,  ammunition,  Ac.,  should 
ike  general  wel&re  require  it  1  The  general  wet- 
flure  ii  iiiMparably  connected  with  any  object  or 
pmuit  which  in  its  effects  edds  to  the  riches  of 
the  country.  He  conceived  that  the  argument  was 
given  up  by  sentlemen  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
when  they  admit  of  encouragement  to  the  fisher- 
men in  any  possible  modifioaiioD  of  it.  He  then 
advRted  mriicularly  to  the  fisheries,  stated  the 
tramber  or  men  employed,  die  toaa  of  ^psing 
Bceessary  to  enort  the  fish  taken,  and  inferred  the 
(CRud  policy  of  ^w«iuaging  so  importuit  a  tvanch 
of  business. 

Oentlemen  say  that  we  do  not  want  a  nary. 
Grant  it ;  bat  can  they  say  that  we  shall  never 
have  a  war  with  any  European  Power  1  May 
■ot  the  time  arrive  when  the  protection  to  the 
ciHtunerce  of  this  eoanliy,  derived  from  this  sooTce, 
may  be  of  the  utmost  necessity  to  its  existence  ? 
Adverting  to  Mr.  Williamson's  objection  from 
the  tmequal  operatitm  of  bountiea,  and  who  had 
tafi^Ted  to  the  article  of  the  Constitution  which 
laya  that  tazea  shall  be  equal  in  all  the  States, 
Hr.  L.  observed,  that  this  artide  in  the  CoDstitu- 
tion  OMild  only  i«apeet  the  raUt  ot  the  duties,  and 
that  the  •ome  duties  sh(»ild  be  paid  in  Viig;inia 
that  are  paid  in  New  Yofk— at  the  Northward  as 
at  the  Southward.  It  surely  conkl  not  mean  that 
every  individoal  should  pay  exacdy  the  same  sum 
in  every  part  of  the  Union.  Thiswns  a  provision 
that  no  law  could  pwsibly  eontemj^te. 

He  concloded  t^  a  Guoraiary  reeapitulstion  of 
Us  arguments,  and  saying  he  hoped  the  section 
wo(dd  be  retained. 

Mi.  Madmon. — In  the  coD&iet  I  feel  between  my 
dijpoaitionoo  one  hand  to  sflbrd  eveiT  constitntion- 
al  encotuagement  to  the  flBhnics,«na  my  disl^  on 


the  ether,  of  the  oonsequenees  apprehended  firom 
some  danses  of  the  bill,  I  should  nave  forborne  to 
enter  into  this  diseusston,  if  I  had  not  fonnd,  that 
over  and  above  sueh  arguments  at  appear  te  be 
natural  and  pertinent  to  the  subject,  Mbere  have 
been  introduced  which  are,  in  my  judgment,  con- 
trary to  the  true  meaning,  and  even  strike  at  the 
obwaeteristic  principles  of  the  existing  GonsUtn- 
tion.  Let  me  premise,  however,  to  the  remarks 
which  I  shall  briefly  offer,  on  the  doctrine  main- 
tuned  by  these  genuemen,  that  I  make  a  materia 
distinction  in  lite  present  ease,  between  an  allow- 
ance as  a  mere  canunnlation  and  modification  ot 
a  drawback,  and  an  allowance  in  the  natnra  of  a 
real  and  positive  bounty.  I  niaJi:e  a  distinction 
also,  as  a  subject  of  foit  consideration  at  least,  be- 
tween a  bounty  granted  under  the  particular  terms 
in  the  Constitution,  "  a  power  lo  regulate  trade," 
and  one  granted  under  the  indefinite  terms  whicn 
have  been  cited  as  aathoricy  on  this  occasion.  I 
think,  however^  dial  the  term  "  bounty,"  is  in  every 
point  of  view  improper  as  it  js  here  afqtlied,  nM 
only  because  it  may  be  ofiensive  lo  some,  and  in 
the  opinion  of  othet^  carries  a  dangeroos  implica- 
tion, bat  also  because  it  does  not  express  the  true 
intention  of  tke  bill,  as  avowed  and  advocated  by 
its  patrons  themselves.  For  if,  in  die  allowance, 
notning  more  is  proposed  than  a  mere  reimburse- 
ment of  the  sum  advanced,  it  is  only  paying  a 
debt;  and  vihen  we  pay  a  debt,  we  ought  not  to 
claim  the  merit  of  granting  a  bounty. 

It  is  supposed  by  some  gentlemen,  diat  Con- 
Tress  have  authority  not  tmfj  to  grant  bounties  in 
the  sense  here  used,  merely  as  a  commutation  for 
drawbacks,  but  even  to  grant  them  under  a  power 


they  I 


by  virtue  of  which  they  may  do  aaythiug  which 

¥  think  condueive  to  the  "general  wel- 
his,  sir.  In  my  mind,  raises  the  important 
and  fundamental  question,  whether  the  general 
terms  which  had  been  cited,  are  to  be  considered 
as  a  sOTt  of  captitm  or  general  description  of  the 
specified  powers,  and  as  having  no  further  mean- 
ing, and  eiving  no  further  power  than  what  is 
found  in  that  specification;  or  as  an  abstract  and 
indefinite  delegation  of  power  extendiiie  to  all 
cases  whatever;  to  all  suck  at  least,  as  wiQ  admit 
theapiJicBiionof  money,  which  is  ^vingasmuch 
latitude  as  any  Government  could  well  desire. 

1,  sir,  have  always  conceived — 1  believe  those 
who  proposed  the  Constituti<»i  coneeived,  and  it 
is  still  more  fiilly  known,  and  more  material  to 
observe  that  those  who  ratified  the  Constitutitm 
coneeived — that  this  is  not  an  indefinite  Govern- 
ment, deriving  its  powers  from  the  general  terms 
prefixed  to  the  specified'  powers,  out  a  limited 
(jtoveinmeDtj  tied  down  to  the  specified  powers 
which  explam  and  define  the  general  terms.  The 
gentlemen  '^o  contend  for  a  contrary  doctrine 
are  surely  not  aware  of  the  consequences  which 
Sow  from  it,  and  which  they  must  either  admit 
or  give  up  their  doetrine. 

K  will  follow,  in  the  first  place,  diat  if  the  terms 
be  taken  in  the  broad  sense  they  mainlain,  the 
pardcnlar  powers  afterwards  so  carefully  and  dis- 
tinctly enumerated  would  be  without  any  mean- 
ing, and  must  go  for  nothing.    It  would  be  absurd 
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to  say,  fitsL  that  Congress  mar  do  what  they  piletue, 
and  tQen  tkat  they  may  da  Ibis  or  that  particular 
thing;  af^er  giving  Congress  power  to  raise  moaey, 
and  apply  it  to  afl  purposes  which  they  may  pro- 
nounce necessary  to  the  general  welfare,  it  would 
be  alnurd,  to  say  the  least,  to  superadd  a  power  to 
laise  armies,  to  provide  fleets,  Sc.  In  fact,  the 
penning  of  the  general  terms  in  question  must 
either  be  sought  in  the  subsequent  enumeratioo 
which  limits  and  details  them,  oi  they  convert 
the  Government  from  one  limited,  as  hitherto  sup- 
posed, to  the  enumerated  powers,  into  a  Govern- 
ment without  BUY  limits  at  all. 

It  b  to  be  recollected,  that  the  terms  "common 
defence  and  general  welfare,"  as  here  used,  are  not 
novel  terms,  first  introduced  into  this  Constitu- 
tion. They  are  terms  familiar  in  their  construc- 
tion, and  well  known  to  the  people  of  America. 
They  are  repeatedly  found  in  the  old  Articles  of 
Confederation,  where,  although  they  are  suscepti- 
ble of  as  great  latitude  as  can  be  given  them  by 
the  content  here,  it  was  never  supposed  or  pre- 
tended that  they  conveyed  any  such  power  as  is 
now  assigned  to  them.  On* the  contrary,  it  was 
^ways  considered  as  clear  and  certain,  that  the 
old  Congress  was  limited  to  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers, and  that  the  enumeration  limited  and  explained 
the  general  terms.  I  ask  the  gentlemen  them- 
selves whether  it  ever  was  supposed  or  suspected 
that  the  old  Congress  could  give  away  the  moneys 
of  the  States  in  bounties,  to  encourage  agricul- 
ture, or  for  any  other  purpose  they  pTeased?  If 
such  a  power  had  been  possessed  by  that  body,  it 
would  have  been  much  less  impotent,  or  have 
borne  a  very  different  character  from  that  univer- 
sally ascribed  to  it. 

The  novel  idea  now  annexed  to  these  terms, 
uid  never  before  entertained  by  the  friends  or  ene- 
mies of  the  Government,  will  nave  a  further  con- 
eequence.  which  cannot  nave  been  taken  into  the 
view  of  the  gentlemen.     Their  construction  would 


It  would  put  It  in  the  power  of  Congress 
li£h  courts  throiighout  the  United  States,  with 
cognizance  of  suits  between  citizen  and  citizen, 
and  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  This,  sir,  seems  to 
be  demonstrable;  for  if  the  clause  in  question  really 
authorizes  Congress  to  do  whatever  they  think  fit, 
provided  it  be  for  the  general  welfare,  of  which 
they  are  to  judge,  and  money  can  be  applied  to  it, 
Coneress  must  nave  power  to  create  and  support 
a  Judiciary  Establishment,  with  a  jurisdiction  ex- 
tending to  all  cases  favorable,  in  their  opinion,  to 
the  general  welfare,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
have  power  to  pass  laws  and  apply  money,  pro- 
viding in  any  otner  way  for  the  general  welfare. 
I  shaQ  be  reminded,  perhaps,  that  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  Constitution,  the  Judicial  Power  u  to 
extend  to  certain  cases  only,  not  to  all  cases.  But 
this  circumstance  can  have  no  effect  in  the  argu- 
ment, it  being  presupposed  by  the  gentlemen  that 
the  specification  of  certain  objects  does  not  limit 
the  import  of  general  terms.    Takiiig  these  terms 


as  an  abstract  and  indefinite  grant  of  power,  they 
comprise  all  the  objects  of  Legislative  regulJatimi, 
aswellsuchaslallunder  the  Judiciary  articlein  the 
Constitution,  as  those  falling  immediately  under 
the  Legislative  article;  and  if  the  partial  enume- 
ration of  objects  in  the  Legislative  article  doe* 
not,  as  these  gentlemen  contend,  limit  the  general 
power,  neither  will  it  be  limited  by  the  ^aitial 
enumeration  of  objects  in  the  Judiciary  article. 

There  are  consequences,  sir,  still  more  exten- 
sive, which,  as  they  follow  clearly  from  the  doc- 
trine combated,  must  either  be  admitted,  or  the 
doctrine  must  be  given  up.  If  Congress  can  apply 
money  indefinitely  to  the  general  welfare,  anti  ate 
the  sole  and  supreme  jui%es  of  the  general  wel- 
fare, they  may  take  the  care  of  religion  into  their 
own  hands;  they  may  establish  teachers  in  every 
Stale,  county,  and  parish,  and  pay  them  out  of  the 

Eublic  Treasury;  they  may  take  into  their  own 
ands  the  education  of  children,  establishing  in 
like  manner  schools  throughout  the  Union;  uey 
may  undertake  the  regulation  of  all  roads,  other 
than  post  roads,  In  short,  everything,  from  the 
highest  object  of  State  legislation,  down  to  the 
most  minute  object  of  police,  would  be  thrown  un- 
der the  power  of  Congress;  forevery  object  1  have 
mentioned  would  admit  the  application  of  money, 
and  might  be  called,  if  Congress  pleased,  provi- 
sions for  the  general  welfare. 

The  language  held  in  various  discussions  of  thia 
House,  is  a  proof  that  the  doctrine  in  question 
was  never  entertained  by  this  body.  Arguments,  ~ 
wherever  the  subject  would  permit  have  constant- 
ly been  drawn  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  this 
Government,  as  limited  to  certain  enumerated 
powers,  instead  of  extending,  like  other  Giovem-. 
menta,  to  all  cases  not  particularly  excepted.  In 
a  very  late  instance — I  mean  the  debate  on  the 
Representation  bill— it  must  be  remembered,  that 
an  argument  much  urged,  particularly  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  against  the  ratio  of 
one  for  thirty  thousand,  -nfas,  that  this  Govern- 
ment  was  unlike  the  State  Governments,  which 
had  an  indefinite  variety  of  objects  withm  their 
power;  that  it  bad  a  small  number  of  objects  cmly 
to  attend  to,  and  therefore  that  a  smaller  number 
of  Representatives  would  be  sufficient  to  admin- 
Several  arguments  have  been  advanced  to  show, 
that  because,  in  the  regulation  of  trade,  indirect 
and  eventual  encouragement  is  given  to  inana- 
factures^  therefore  Congress  have  power  to  give 
money  in  direct  bounties,  or  to  grant  it  in  any 
other  way  that  would  answer  the  same  purpose. 
But  surely,  sir,  there  is  a  great  and  obvious  differ- 
ence, which  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  enlarge  upon. 
A  duty  laid  on  imported  implements  of  husband- 
ry, would,  in  its  operation,  be  an  indirect  tax  on 
exported  produce ;  but  will  any  one  say,  that  by 
virtue  of  a  mere  power  to  lay  duties  on  imports, 
Congress  might  go  directly  to  the  produce  or  im- 
plements of  agriculture,  or  to  the  articles  exported? 
It  is  true,  duties  on  exports  are  expressly  prohib- 
ited; but  if  there  were  no  article  forbidding  them, 
a  power  directly  to  tax  exports  could  never  be  de- 
duced from  a  power  to  tax  Imports,  although  such 
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«  fowei  might  directly  and  iiicidentally  affect  ex- 
ports. 

In  short,  sir,  without  ffoing  further  into  the  sub- 
ject, which  I  should  not  hare  here  touched  on  al  all 
DUt  for  the  reasous  already  mentioned,  I  venture  to 
declare  ii  as  my  opinion,  that  were  the  power  of 
Confess  to  be  estatilished  io  the  latitude  contend- 
ed for,  it  would  subvert  the  very  foundation,  and 
transmute  the  very  nature  of  the  limited  Govern- 
ment established  by  the  people  of  America;  and 
what  inferences  might  be  drawn,  or  what  conse- 
quences ensue  from  such  a  step,  it  is  incumbent 
on  us  all  weU  to  consider. 

With  respect  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
for  striking  out  the  clause,  it  is  immaterial  whether 
it  be  struck  out,  or  so  amended  as  to  rest  on  the 
avowed  principle  of  a  commutation  for  the  draw- 
back; but  as  a  clause  has  been  drawn  up  by  my 
colleague,  in  order  to  be  substituted,  I  shall  con- 
cur in  a  vote  for  striking  out,  reserving  to  myself 
a  freedom  to  be  ^ovem(3  in  my  final  vote  by  the 
modification  which  may  prevail. 

Mr.  BocRKB,  irf  Masaichusetls— 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  think  little  can  be  added  aAer 
so  full  a  discussion  <^  the  subject  before  you.  The 
object  of  the  first  section  in  this  bill  is  intended 
for  the  relief  of  the  fishermen  and  their  owners. 
They  complain  that  the  law  now  in  force  was 
meant  for  their  benefitj  by  grantiuff  a  drawback 
on  the  fish  exported  j  this  thev  find  oy  experience 
is  not  the  case,  for  they  say,  tnat  neither  the  fish- 
ermen who  catch  the  fish,  not  the  importer  of  the 
saltj  receive  the  drawback ;  and  I  rather  suppose, 
air.  It  is  the  case.  The  owners  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  fishing  vessels  are  not  merchants,  neither 
do  they  import  the  salt  they  consume;  but  when 
the  fish  they  take  are  cured  for  market,  they  are 
sold  at  the  market  price;  and  it  frequently  hap- 
pens that  those  persons  who  purchase  the  mh  are 
not  the  exporters  of  them,  or  the  importers  of  the 
salt,  but  a  third  person,  who  purchases  with  a  pros- 
pect of  selling  tnem  at  a  profit,  is  the  exporter;  and 
when  it  so  Happens,  neither  the  fisherman  who 
catches  the  fish  nor  the  importer  of  the  salt,  re- 
ceive  any  benefit  from  the  drawback,  unless  the 


s  not  to  be  supposed. 

Is  it  worthy  the  attention  of  Qovemment  that 
the  cod  fishery  should  be  preserved  1  It  appears 
to  me  that  it  is.  When  we  consider  the  labor  and 
assiduity  bestowed  on  this  object  by  oar  Ministers, 
at  the  settlement  of  peace  lietween  us  and  Qreat 
Britain,  and  the  care  then  taken  to  secure  this 
privilege,  as  appears  by  the  treaty — [here  Mr.  B. 
read  t^t  part  of  the  treaty  which  secures  to  us 
the  fishery,  he  then  proceeded}— and  consider  the 
Htiuggle  made  to  deprive  us  of  this  inestimable 
branch  of  commerce,  1  cannot  suppose  that  any 
one  would,  at  this  day,  voluntarily  relinquish  it, 
and  Bufier  Qreat  Britain  to  monom>lize  this  branch, 
and  supply  the  Mediterranean,  French,  and  other 
markets.  Qreat  Britain,  at  present,  enjoys  a  suffi- 
cient portion  of  this  commerce,  while  France  is 
confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  St.  Peters  and 
Miquelon.    If  we  relinquish  this  branch  of  the 


cod  fishery,  what  is  left  usl  Our  whale  fishery  is 
nearly  at  an  end,  and  unless  Qovernment  speedy 
intemise,  by  granting  relief,  we  shall  totally  lose 
it.  Does  not  the  British  Qovemment  wish  to  de- 
prive us  of  this  branch  alsol  Have  not  letters  or 
agents  been  sent  to  the  island  of  Nantucket,  as 
well  as  New  Bedford,  where  this  branch  of  busi- 
ness is  principally  prosecuted,  inviting  the  whale 
fishermen  to  remove,  and  offering  them  permanent 
settlements  at  Milford-Haven,  at  the  expeikse  of 
their  Governmeat'?  This  must  be  viewed  as  a 
great  encouragement,  in  addition  to  their  bountiea 
on  oil,  to  a  class  of  poor  men  employed  in  that 
business.  If  the  cod  fishery  is  retiiiquished,  the 
fishermen  hare  only  to  remove  to  the  opposite 
shore  of  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  will  find  encou- 
ru^ment  fully  adequate  to  their  services — of  all 
which  they  are  not  unapprised.  By  encouragu^ 
this  class  of  men.  your  revenue  will  be  increased; 
for  in  return  for  the  fish  exported,youwill  receive 
sugar,  coffee,  cocoa,  indigo,  moksses,  pimentOL 
cotton,  dye-woods,  rum,  wine,  salt,  fmit,  ana 
other  articles  subject  to  duty,  and  consumed  in 
the  country.  And  again,  your  Treasury  will  re- 
ceive an  excess  by  the  provision  in  this  bill ;  for  I 
presume  the  greater  proportion  of  vesseb  employed 
m  this  business  are  Irom  twenty  to  forty  tons;  the 
town  of  Marblehead,  perhaps,  has  principally  large 
ones,  Suppose,  then,  a  vessel  of  thirty  ttms  ob- 
tains, in  a  season,  six  hundred  quintals  of  fish  1  (a 
very  moderate  voyage  indeed.)  her  tonnage  is  sev- 
enty-five dollars;  the  drawoack  on  exportatioii 
would  be  seventy -eight  dollars;  so  that  yo«i  Trea- 
sury retains  three  dollars  gain  by  this  oill,  which 
would  be  a  loss  on  the  drawback. 


,  held  out  in  the  bill,  would  prove 
very  beneficul  to  the  United  States,  I  hope  there- 
fore, the  section  before  you  will  not  be  struck  out. 
At  this  point,  the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

TuEBOAY,  February  7. 
Ordered,  That  the  petitions  of  the  tanners  of 
the  town  of  Newark,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
which  was  presented  yesterday,  be  referred  to  Mr. 
BouDiNOT,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Thatcbbr,  Mr, 
BooBHB,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr.  Nileb;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 

Mr.  Benson,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  an  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  first  Enumeration,  and  mnying  provision  for 
another  Enumeration,  and  apportionment  of  Re- 
presentatives thereon,  to  compose  the  House  at 
Representatives  after  the  third  day  of  Marcb,1797; 
which  was  received  and  read  the  first  time. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  o^the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  stating  the  amount  of  the  subscrip- 
tions to  the  loans  miposed  by  the  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  public  debt,  as  well  in  the  debts  of 
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the  respective  States  as  in  the  domeitie  debt  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  parts  vhich  remain 
ussubscribed,  together  with  such  measures  as  are, 
in  hU  opinion,  expedient  to  be  taken  on  the  sub- 
ject, pursuaat  to  an  order  of  this  House  of  the 
Ist  of  NoYember  last ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

THE  FISHEK7  BILL. 

The  House  asain  resolved  its«tf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  Dent  from 
the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  eneourage- 
menl  of  the  Bank  and  other  Cod  Fisheries,  and 
for  the  regulation  and  GoTemment  of  the  fisher' 
men  employed  therein." 

Mr.  Faog  said  no  man  in  this  House  was  more 
brarlily  disposed  to  encourage  the  fisheries  of  the 
United  States  than  he  was ;  nor  could  any  one  more 
BiBcerely  wish  to  encourage  the  bold,  active,  and 
enterprising  adTenturers  in  that  branCa  of  our  com- 
merce to  persevere  in  it,  than  he  did ;  being  sensible 
of  the  importaace  of  their  traffic  in  peace,  and  of 
their  device  of  their  oountry  and  annoyance  of 
their  enemies  inwar.  But,sir,(!MidMr.P.,)  Imuch 
4oubt  whether  Congrees  can  give  that  encourage- 
ment to  the  fisheries  to  which  Uiey  are  entitled,  and 
which  policy  would  lead  the  General  Government 
to  give,  were  it  not  restricted  by  the  Constituliou, 
I  consider,  sir,  the  Constitution  as  intended  to  re- 
medy the  defects  of  the  Confederaiioa  to  a  certain 
degree ;  so  far  only  as  would  secure  the  independ- 
eitce  and  general  welfare  of  the  Confederated 
Btales,  without  endangering  the  sovereignty  and 
independence  of  the  individual  States.  Congress, 
therefore,  was  authorized  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
Union,  and  to  regulate  commerce,  partly  for  that 
purpose,  and  pertly  to  prevent  improper  and  dan- 
gerous commercial  combinations,  jealousies,  and 
altercations  between  the  States.  But  Congress 
was  not  intrusted  with  any  regulation  of  exports 
which  could  admit  of  an  interposition  which  might 
be  dictated  by  partiality ;  nor  was  Congress  per- 
mitted to  lay  any  tax  which  could  by  any  possi- 
bility operate  unequally  on  the  States  in  general. 
It  is  said,  indeed,  that,  if  a  drawback  be  not  allow- 
ed on  the  salt  used  in  salting  fish,  there  will  be,  in 
lact,  a  duty  on  the  exportation  of  the  fish.  But  to 
this  I  think  it  may  be  readied,  that  the  Constitu- 
tion gnards  the  exports  of  each  State  against  the 
possibility  ^&  partial  rertriction  by  Ctmgress,  or 
even  by  tne  States  themselves ;  that  Congress  can- 
not lay  a  duty  on  the  exportation  of  rice,  indigo, 
tt^cco,  &c.,  or  any  other  article  exported  from 
any  State,  because  this  might  be  done  to  the  inju- 
ry of  the  State  where  such  duty  would  operate, 
and  to  the  advantage  and  ag^andizemeut  of  some 
particular  States,  its  competitors  more  favored  by 
the  General  Government,  or  possessing  more  in- 
fluence in  the  debates  of  Congress ;  and  that  the 
States  are  ^so  individually  restrained  from  lay- 
ing such  duties  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
to  prevent  acts  which  mi^t  produce  jealousies, 
commercial  combinations,  and,  perhaps,  at  length, 
civil  dissensions.  That  this  restriction,  if  it  be 
intended  to  prevnit  partiality,  therefore,  cannot 


extend  to  authorise  ^wfcaeks,  whieh  may  be  jro- 
ductive  of  partial  preferences  and  their  consequeu 
jealousies ;  that,  if  drawbacks  be  granted  at  all, 
they  ought  to  be  universally  extended  to  every 
article  which  is  or  can  be  exported  from  any  of 
the  States,  having  ia  its  composition  a  dutwUe 
ingredient;  thathence,  ships  and  other  vessels,  &c^ 
should  have  drawbacks  on  the  sails,  cordage,  iron, 
dbc. ;  but  it  may  also  be  said  that,  as  to  the  duty 
on  salt,  that  is  amply  repaid  to  the  merchant  by 
the  price  annexed  to  his  fish:  the  sums  laid  out 
in  salt  and  fish  together  form  a  ca^tal  on  whioh 
he  takes  care  to  have  a  sufficient  profit.  Thoae 
merchants  employed  in  this  traffic,  if  allowed  a 
drawback,  would  have  a  preference  to  other  mer- 
chants, wDo  import  largely,  pay  heavy  duties,  and 
have  no  other  advantage  than  the  usual  advance 
on  their  goods.  The  exporter  of  any  article,  with 
a  drawback,  most  have  an  advantage  over  his  fel- 
low-citizens^ who  pure  haae  through  oecessHymany 
dutiable  articles,  and  are  ofaligedto  consume  them, 
without  any  other  benefit  than  the  use  of  them. 
I  mention  this  because  it  has  been  said  [by  Mr. 
Aueb]  that,  having  made  the  men  of  Manlehead 
pay  for  salt,  they  hare  a  right  to  demand  the 
money  expended  in  that  salt  on  the  exportation  of 
their  fish ;  for  it  would  be  as  reasonable  for  tJie 
man  who  had  ate  his  fish  on  which  his  salt  was 
expended,  or  who  had  used  any  other  article  for 
which  he  had  paid  a  duty,  to  claim  of  Congress  a 
return  of  his  money  expended  therein,  as  tae  ex- 
porter offish.  The  only  difierenceis,that,irboth 
were  paid  the  exact  sum  so  expended  bv  them, 
the  exporter  of  fish  Would  get  twice  paid.  The 
purchaser  or  consumer  of  his  fish  would  [wy  him 
for  his  salt  therein,  as  if  it  were  substantial  fish, 
and  the  State  for  it  as  mere  salt.  Here,  then,tsa 
field  for  partiality,  discontent,  and  complamts, 
which  the  Constitution  wisely  guards  against. 
It  cannot,  therefore,  be  to  any  purpose  to  tell  us 
that  a  bounty,  or  allowance,  as  it  is  now  called,  ia 
preferable  to  a  drawback,  as  there  is  not  so  great 
room  for  fraud  in  the  one  as  the  other ;  nor  can  it 
be  of  importance  to  show  that  die  fishermen  hare 
not  the  profits  to  which  they  are  entitled.  That 
their  services  in  the  last  war  deserve  rewards,  &«.. 
their  country  shared  with  them  the  glory  of  their 
gallant  behaviour ;  but  they  alone  received  the  re- 
wards they  aimed  at,  The  twelve  hundred  shipa 
they  took  was  a  compensation  for  services  and  a 
reward  for  those  exploits.  It  is  true,  they  annoy- 
ed the  enemy ;  it  is  certain  their  prizes  sometimes 
fed,  armed,  and  clothed  our  armies;  but  it  is  not 
said  that  they  did  not  receive  payment  for  furnish- 
ing those  things. 

But  here  we  are  a^ed.  Is  it  not  of  great  conse- 
quence to  the  United  States  to  employ  those  bold, 
stilful  seamen  in  our  service  that  we  may  enjoy 
the  commercial  advantage  they  give  us  in  peace, 
and  their  powerful  assistance  in  war?  To  this  I 
reply,  that  it  ought  first  to  be  proved  that  Con- 
CTess  has  the  power  and  authority  to  give  them 
the  encouragement  demanded ;  and  even  if  Con- 
gress have  tnat  power,  it  ought  to  be  shown  that 
It  can  be  extended  to  the  benefit  of  the  sailors  of 
some  of  the  Sutes,  and  not  to  those  of  every  SUte. 
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It  mmf  be  said  dot  Oongian  n«T  'with  as  much 
fvopnetygireboiiBties  tooarhuntets  in  the  West- 
on ««untrf,  to  nuM  upanuneTf  of  soldiarsaia 
buoieF  agvost  the  Indutos,  and  to  promote  ^a  ftu 
ta^K  u  to  fire  drawtookt  and  boaaties  to  the 
f  the  Buteni  Butes,  with  a  vier  to 
„•  fislwtimi  ksA  to  raite  a  nttner^  of  wb- 
&  fai't&CBr  defense  afainat  eaetaieB  who  may 
mxwia  an  Eaatem  frontiers.  IndeecL  if  defeaee 
be  lb  objeM  is  Tiew,  we  might  «a  wsU  gire  boim- 
lics  to  omrdylaBdnBcn  to  be  iapeadiiMsi  andooB- 
Mtaat  bxiung  for  war. 

bidsed,  sir,  I  coofen  1  am  not  idlogether  eon- 
vnoad  tnat,  if  Caagresa  IwTe  this  power,  it  ought 
tobe^thns  exerted;  became  ii  b  act  clear  to  me 
fint  thoae  fl^iermen  wentd  not  be  more  profitable 
to  the  United^  Stales,  if  tber  werecuhiTaiing  the 
knds  wfaiek  iHnv  lie  waste,  aad  raiaiag  fomili^ 
wbich  mrald  beof  tea timesmorevaloe  than  tbetr 
fishecies-  A  wneetj  of  virtuous  &milies,  wbicfa 
wiU  prodnoe  sobbers,  sailors,  hariitndmen,  ^id 
sUrtesmen,  must  be  preferable  to  a  mere  nmsery 
of  sailoTS,  wiio  generally  live  sing;t^  and  often 
peii^  at  sea.  1  alwxys  look  opon  the  low  of  a 
erew  loan  iiiAait  Republic  aitM.loa  almost  of  a 


1  spe&k  of  this  qiMsiM%  bcFwefec,  as  a  citizen  of 
the  United  StaCatj  as  a  raember  of  this  House. 
WeM  I  to  discuss  itasa  cilizenof  Maasacbiuetts, 
and  ia  their  Lef^aknue.  I  shcnitd  say,  a«  ih«  Stale 
is  nearly  fiUed  with  inhabitants,  apd  our  fisbermea 
isereaae  onr  conmerce  in  peace,  jHOtect  ns  in  war, 
and)  indeed,  eroi  enrich  ns  by  tbeir  prizes,  it  is 
oar  interest  to  encourage  tbem  to  the  utmost,  and 
te  pceTCDt  their  soiiiR  into  the  serriee  i^  other 
comatries.  t  migut,  therefore,  be  a  member  of  the 
LidgiBlatiue  of  tlutt  State,  do  all  in  my  power  to 
ptocure  boonties  for  tbem,  and  indeed  for  all  the 
seiltKs  belonging  to  thst  State  ;  bat  1  should  not 
think  of  applying  to  Congress  for  their  assistance ; 
not  cmly  becuue  1  doubt  their  right  to  afford  it, 
bat  becaose  I  diould  look  upoD  it  at  in  some  de- 
gree deronatory  to  the  sovereignty  and  independ- 
ence of  Ue  State.  I  should  took  upon  such  an 
interference  of  Ckmgress  as  a  step  towards  swat- 
towing  up  the  powen  of  the  State  Oovemments, 
Md  a>  coBsoUaatioe  the  dilereut  Slates  into  one 
QovemmeDt,  whica  the  wi»e  and  virtaous  in 
every  State  always  protesi«d  ^aitist  as  danger- 
ous la- their  liberties;  ttie  fear  of  which  omisolida- 
tton  vi«T«nted  many  good  men  tVom  voting  for 
the  adoption  of  the  new  Qoremment. 

Tl>eiraiiwrs  of  the  Constitution  guarded  so 
mncb  against  a  possibility  of  stKb  portMl  prefer- 
ences as  might  be  given,  if  Congress  had  the  right 
(o  grant  them,  that,  even  to  encourage  learmng 
and  useful  arts,  the  granting  of  patents  is  the  ex- 
tent of  their  power.  And  surely  nothing  could  be 
leas  dangerous  to  the  sovereignty  or  interest  of 
the  individuat  Stales  than  uie  encouragement 
irinch  might  Ite  given  to  ingenious  inveDtors 
prmoteTB  of  valuable  inventions  in  the  arts  ol 
sDtenoe*.  The  encourigetient  wUoh  the  Qene- 
nl  Govenunent  might  give  to  the  fine  arts, 
to  Oinnmeree,  to  manufaclores,  and  agricultme, 
night,  if  judioiouiiyai^ad,  redound  to  itwhonor 
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of  Congress,  and  the  splendor,  magnificence,  and 
real  advantage  of  the  United  States;  but  the  wise 
fiamers  of  oar  Constitwion  saw  thalj  if  Congress 
tiad  the  power  of  ezertins'  wbat  has  t>een  catled  a 
royal  mon^cence  for  these  pncposes,  Coagrew 
migbt  like  tmny  royal  bene&ctors,  misplace  thek 
mtmincence ;  might  elevate  sycoptiants,  and  be-  i^ 
attentive  to  men  oofrtendly  to  the  views  of  Om^ 
veranwiit ;  ra^c  reward  the  ingenuity  of  tlic  citi- 
zens of  one  State,  and  neglect  a  muehereaMr 
genius  of  auoiber.  A  citizen  of  a  powerful  State, 
It  might  tie  said,  was  attended  to,  wiiilst  that  of 
one  «' 1ms  weight  in  the  Federal  scale  was  totally 
negleeted.  It  boot  sufficient  toremove  these  ob- 
jeeiions^  to  say,  ae  some  gantlemen  have  said,  that 
Cmpaie  is  ino^nble  of  partiality  or  absuwBties, 
and  that  they  are  as  &r  Gram  committing  them  as 
my  ooUeagues  or  myself.  I  tell  tbem  ihe  Consti- 
tution was  formed  on  a  supposition  of  human  frail- 
tT.  and  to  restrain  abuses  of  mistaken  powers. 
Toe  Constitution  has  been  said  by  some  one  to  be, 
like  answers  of  the  oracles  of  old,  eatable  of  vari- 
ous and  opposiie  ooostractions ;  that  it  baa  berai 
ingeniously  contrived,  like  some  of  them,  Co  suit 
two  events — a  Republican  or  a  Monarchical  issoe. 
I  vriU  not  pretend  to  say  that  this  is  not,  in  some 
instances,  too  just<ui  observation ;  nor  will  1  un- 
dertake  to  deny  that  it  was  not  the  inteotioa  of 
some  of  the  Convention  that  snch  ambiguities 
might  be  in  theii  Constitution,  to  correepoiid  with 
the  critical  and  ambiguous  state  of  the  American 
nuad  respecting  Govemraent ;  but  I  will  boldly 
affirm,  that,  whatever  the  dieories  of  that  day 
might  lead  some  to  think  respecting  the  applica- 
tion of  Monarchical  principles  to  the  Qovemment 
of  the  United  States,  no  one  can,  at  Uiis  day,  pre- 
tend that  they  are  applicable  to  their  circnmstan- 
ces,  their  dispositions,  or  interests,  or  even  ere 
agreeable  to  tne  wishes  of  the  people.  Evm  be- 
fore the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  when  the 
rights  of  men  had  not  been  so  thoroogbly  investi- 
gated as  they  since  have  been,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered) that  whole  States,andlBrgeaDd respectable 
, minorities  in  other  States,  oonnSained  of  and  ob- 
jected to  the  Aristocratical  aad  Monerehieal  fea- 
tures of  the  new  Govemuumt.  la  vain  did  the 
friends  of  tiie  new  Government— frieads  (border, 
of  union,  or  of  liberty — contend  that  the  fowen 
panted  by  the  Canstitntion  which  appeued  so 
alarming  weresuch  as  would  never  be  exerted  but 


when  ail  giwd  men  weald  aoknowladge 
cessitT  of  exercising  them,  and  that,  iidet 
wouln  be  explained  or  restrained  by 


tbeni 
^they 


amendments.  The  sagacious  aad  eloqtient  Henry 
shook  his  bead  at  sncb  promises^  sighed,  hnd  sub- 
mitted to  the  will  of  the  majonty — a  small  one, 
indeed— but  foretold,  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
human  heart,  what  would  be  dtme  and  Mid  in  jua- 
tificBtioU  of  every  measure  which  might  extend 
the  power  of  Congress. 

Is  it  politic  and  wis&  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
exert  the  power  contended  for,  even  if  it  be  au- 
thorized by  the  Constitution  ?  May  not  the  inter- 
ference of  Congress  in  Ae  business  of  regulating 
the  trade  of  the  Eastern  States,  excite^  if  not  envy 
on  account  of  a  supposed  partiality,  a  jealousy  lest 
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Coogreee  undertalce  to  intermeddle 
mercial  legulatioDB  of  other  States?  May  not 
Congiessj  with  equal  propriety,  undertake  to  re- 
gulate the  tobacco,  the  nee,  and  indigo  trade,  aa 
well  as  that  of  thebshertesl  If  they  intermeddle 
in  the  business  of  sailors,  why  not  in  that  of  ma- 
oafacturers  and  farmers  ?  Where,  I  may  salt  with 
my  colleague,  may  they  not  go  on  in  their  zeal, 
and^  I  may  aad,  in  their  iaudaBte  pursuit,  of  pro- 
mating  the  general  welfare — and  how  totally  may 
they  M  mistaken  1  If  jealousy  of  rival  States, 
instead  of  mutual  satisfketion  and  pleasure — if  dis- 
trust and  suspicion  of  Congress,  instead  of  confi- 
dence in  their  measures,  be  the  consequence — how 
will  the  Union  be  promoted,  or  the  General  Qo- 
secured  f    However  virtuously  disposed 


the  present  members  may  be,  (and  I  am  reaily 
applaud  their  honest  intentions,)  let  them  consider, 
■IT,  that  they  had  belter  suppress  their  patriotic 
emotions,  twin  give  a  pretext  for  their  sue 
to  abuse  the  powers  wLich  they  now  wish 
art  for  the  public  f^ood.  I  know  they  will  quote 
the  opinion  of  as  wise  and  virtuous  a  citizen  as  is 
in  the  United  States.  I  know  his  patriotism,  and 
know  well  his  true  Republican  principles  i  but, 
sir,  with  the  freedom  of  a  fellow-citizen,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  saying,  that  his  honest  zeal,  like  that  of 
die  friends  of  the  bill,  has  led  him  into  a  mistake.* 
That  able  statesman  and  virtuous  citizen  like  the 
eloquent  advocates  of  the  bill,  has  considered  the 
acts  now  quoted  as  a  full  sanction  for  the  one  be- 
fore the  Committee.  Bui  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
those  acts  had  better  be  repealed  than  give  a  sanc- 
tion to  the  enacting  of  a  law  which  goes  to  the 
establishing  of  bounties,  or  drawbacks,  or  by  what- 
ever other  name  they  are  called,  which  may  be  used 
to  the  partial  encouragement  of  any  branch  of 
trade  or  employment  whatsoever.  I  shall  there- 
fore vote  against  the  bill  before  us,  and,  to  get  rid 
of  it,  shall  vote  for  striking  out  of  it  the  first  sec- 
tion, according  to  the  motion  uowbetore  the  Com- 
mittee. As  a  member  of  this  House,  I  shall  think 
it  my  duty  to  protect  the  fisheries,  and  every  other 
branch  of  oui  commerce,  the  fisherman  as  well  as 
every  other  citizen,  as  far  as  may  be  within  my 
ability ;  but  I  am  not  permitted,  as  a  member  of 
Congress,  I  humbly  conceive,  to  select  the  fish- 
eries and  fishermen  as  objects  of  more  consequence 
than  any  other  branches  of  trade,  or  persons  em- 
ployed in  them,  lest  Congress  should  not  only 
ahowa  mistaken  attachment,  or,  even  if  judicious- 
ly placed,  excite  jealousies  and  discontents  be- 
tween the  States,  and  distrust,  destructive  of  their 
weight  and  infiuence.  My  constant  wish  has  been 
to  see  Congress  confined  to  such  acts  as  would 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  promote  the  general 
welfare,  insure  domestic  tran<]uility,  and  engage 
the  confidence  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

My  wish  is,  that  the  members  of  Congress 
would  leave  their  respective  States  in  the  full  en- 

ament  ot  every  right  and  privilege  they  held 
3re  their  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution, 
which  can  be  exercised  without  prejudice  to  the 
General  Government.    Letthe  Legislaluresof  the 
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different  States  encourage,  as  far  as  ia  theti  powet, 
thecompierce,agricullure,ormanulactujreB  of  their 
respective  States :  and  let  Congress,  as  far  as  can 
be  consistent  with  the  most  st«ady  impuliality, 
patronize  their  patriotic  exertions,  by  wise  regn- 
lations  of  their  commerce  with  foreign  natitms, 
such  bA  may  open  as  fall  an  intercourse  with  thoae 
nations  as  tne  States  may  desire.  The  emulatka 
of  the  sister  States  in  commerce,  manu&ctnres,  ot 
an'iculture,  would  lead  to  the  Oirly  establishment 
01  that  branch  of  either  to  which  each  State  mi^t 
be  best  adapted.  This  rtvalship  could  produca  no 
jealousy,  no  general  nalioDal  discontent  in  the 
States,  no  localities  in  Congress.  Virginia  would 
not  attempt  to  rival  Maasachusetts  in  her  fisheries 
or  carrying  business,  nor  will  South  Carolina  and 
Gieorgia  rival  the  manu&ctories  of  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania.  Each  Stale  may  rejoice  to  see  its 
sister  States  enjoying  the  advantages  with  which 
Heaven  has  blessed  them;  and  Consres^  if  con- 
fined to  subjects  which  admit  not  of  local  conudr 
erations,  may  debate  with  temper  and  decide  with 
unbiassed  judgment.  I  confess  I  have  wished  that 
Congress  possessed  the  power  that  the  friends  of 
the  bill  tell  us  we  do  possess,  and  tell  us  we  have 
exerted ;  but,  on  examining  the  ConstitaCioa  with 
a  view  to  my  wish,  I  found  reason  to  think,  not 
only  that  Congress  has  not  that  power,  but  that 
It  ou^ht  not  to  possess  it,  unless  the  Constitution 
was  mtended  to  establish  a  consolidated  Govern- 
ment on  the  ruin  of  the  State  Legislatnres ;  bat 
this,  I  conceive,  cannot  be  the  case,  because  the 
Constitution  guaranties  to  the  States  their  respect- 
ive Republican  Governmenls.  The  general  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  no  doubt,  ought  to  be  (as  they 
are)  adequate  to  the  purpose  of  forming  a  mwe 
perfect  unwa  than  subsisted  under  the  Confedera- 
tion, to  establish  justice,  Ac.;  but,  as  they  are 
bound  to  guarantee  to  the  States  their  respective 
Republican  forms  of  Government,  I  cannot  cOD' 
ceive  how  any  of  these  powers  can  be  employed, 
consistently  with  the  ends  for  which  they  were 
given,  in  diminishing  the  power  and  sovereignty 
of  the  State  Legislatures.  How  Congress  can  in- 
terfere in  the  regulations  respecting  the  merchants 
and  their  sailors  at  Marblehead  with  more  propri- 
etv  than  with  those  at  Philadelphia,  Norfcdk,  or 
Charleston,  I  cannot  conceive ;  nor  how  this  in- 
terference could  take  place  without  alarming  thoae 
States,  1  know  not  Viewing  the  bill  before  us  in 
this  light,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  vote  against  it, 

id  as  !  said  before,  to  get  rid  of  it,  shaU  voia  to 

rike  out  the  first  section,  according  to  the  motiou 

]w  before  the  Committee. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  first  section 

as  taken,  and  negatived — 32  to  26. 

Wednesdav,  February  8. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  together  wlthastatementof  certain 
articles  of  expense,  which  have  occurred  In  the  De> 
partment  of  Foreign  ASairs,  and  for  which  no 
provision  Is  made  by  law.  [The  expense  alluded 
to  was  incurred  forthereliefbf  a  number  of  Ame- 
.  sailors,  impressed  in  England  to  serve  on 
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board  tkt,  British  navj.']    The 
eompanyiog  Papers  weie  refened  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  eixmine  and  report. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  Honae  s  Letter 
fVom  the  Secretary  of  War,  iccom^nyiiw  certain 
commDnicaiioas  with  the  Executive  of  Virginia 
ralatire  to  the  existins  lemporary  defensive  pro- 
tection of  the  exposed  frontiers  of  that  State,  ^nr- 
SMUt  to  the  orders  d'  the  President  of  the  Uaited 
States;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  Ue  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Whitb,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  o(  peisons  ander  particular  circumstances 
t»rred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  established ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Bembon,  from  the  commiflee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  petition  of  Comfort  Sands,  and  others, 
made  a  report ;  whicb  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
an  the  table. 

THE  COD  FISHERIEa. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  Hoase,  on  the  bill  sent  from 
dke  Senate,  entitled  "  Ad  act  for  the  enconraKC- 
ment  of  the  Bank  and  other  Cod-fisheri&i,  and  lor 
the  regulation  and  government  of  the  fishermen 
eoiploy«d  therein. 

On  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  words  "bonnty 
sow  allowed,"  and  insert  ailenoanee  noie  made, 
Ac- 
Mi.  QiLE3  observed,  that  he  conceived  the  vote 
<^  yesterday  against  striking  out  the  £rst  section, 
'  yrvB  a  decision  in  favor  of  tbe  policy  of  granting 
Oovemmental  aid  to  the  fisheries;  the  inquiry 
of  to-day  will  be  on  what  terms  this  aid  shall  be 
granted?  He  fell  but  little  regret  at  the  decision 
of  yesterday,  because  he  had  bimself  previously 
contemplated  some  reason^  oot  unimportant,  to 
justify  that  decision,  and  others  had  been  suggest- 
ed by  several  (gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate. The  pnncii^es  of  this  policy,  he  thought, 
however,  might  be  combatted  by  reasons  of  at  least 
equal,  and  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  judge,  of  para- 
mount importance;  but  as  he  admitted  considera- 
ble weight  in  the  reasiua  on  each  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, he  was  not  particular!;^  tenacious  of  thepre- 
fevence  which  his  own  opinion  suggested.  When 
he  first  mentioned  his  doubts  respecting  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  it  wa^  with  diffidence,  and  those 
doubts  in  some  measure  arose  from  an  idea  tliat 
the  biU  contained  a  direct  bounty  upon  occupation ; 
upon  a  more  minute  eiamination,  he  thought  the 
term  bounty  unnecessarily  introduced  into  the  bill, 
and  that  the  object  of  it  could  be  answered  with- 
out the  use  of  terms,  which  might  hereafter  be 
deemed  to  contain  a  decisiim  upon  the  general 
principle  of  the  constitutional  right  to  grant  boun- 
ties; It  was  to  avoid  any  thing  which  might  wear 
the  appearance  of  such  a  decision,  that  induced 
him  to  make  the  present  motion. 

He  proceeded  to  remark,  that  as  jfreat  a  differ- 
ence of  opiDion  oAen  ezbted  respecting  the  precise 
meaitinff  of  the  terms  used,  as  the  consequences 
which  flow  from  them  aAet  attaining  such  preci- 


sion of  meanij)^;  and  it  is  of  importance  to  the 
present  discussion  that  an  accurate  definition  of 
the  terms  used  in  the  bill,  and  those  proposed  to 
be  used,  should  be  had.  Theavowedobjectof  the 
biU  is  not  to  increase,  but  to  transmute  the  sum, 
or  a  portion  thereof,  now  allowed  to  the  fisheries 
in  lieu  of  the  drawback  upon  salt,  from  the  mer- 
chant who  is  now  supposed  to  receive  the  sole 
benefit,  to  the  fishermen  really  employed  in  the 
fiahiiu  vessels.  This  is  a  mere  chimerical  project, 
but  if  it  be  admitted  that  this  is  the  object  to  be 
effected  by  the  bill,  the  term  bounty  is  improperly 
applied. 

A  gentleman  from  Maaaachnsetts,  TMr.  Ahbs,] 
who  rests  the  defence  of  this  bill  almost  solely 
upon  this  position,  that  those  who  receive  the  ben- 
efit  intended  bv  it,  are  of  right  entitled  to  such 
benefit  in  conudemtion  of  a  previous  advancement 
in  value,  and  that  this  bill  contains  a  mere  permis- 
sion to  them  to  retain  their  own,  has  si  the  same 
time  declared,  that  he  thought  the  term  bounty 
the  most  proper  and  technical,  to  convey  this  idea. 
In  this,  the  gentleman  appears  to  have  deviated 


from  his  usual  accuracy.  A  bonntv  is  the  grant- 
ing a  benefit  without  a  correspondent  return  in 
value ;  a  drawback  is  the  retaking  of  something  in 


consideration  of  a  previous  advancement;  this  is 
always  founded  upon  a  consideration  previously 
received — that  is  a  grant  of  favor  ex  meru  nujtu. 
But  the  great  characteristic  distinction  between 
bounties  and  drawbacks  as  they  esssentially  relate 
to  the  administration  of  this  Qovernment.  consists 
in  the  Governmental  objects  to  which  tney  may 
severally  be  applied:  drawbacks  are  necessarily 
confineato  commercial  regulations;  bounties  may 
be  extended  to  erery  possible  object  of  Govern- 
ment, and  may  pervade  the  whole  mi  n  utile  of  po- 
lice. They  may  not  only  be  extended  to  commerce, 
but  to  learning,  agriculture,  manafactures,  and 
even  the  aacrednest  est  religion  will  be  found  too 
feeble  to  furnish  complete  protection  from  their 
influence.  The  pe<^e  of  the  United  States  have 
always  been  scrupulously  tenacious  of  a  constitu- 
tional aecuriiv  for  the  most  free  and  equal  exercise 
of  this  right,  but  through  the  medium  of  bounties, 
even  th^  right  ma^  be  inyaded,  and  the  only  se- 
curityagainstsuch  invasion  must  be  QovemtMntal 
diieretion.  The  same  characteristic  distinction 
will  attend  that  »pecie»  of  bounty  which  may  inci- 
dentally result  jTrom  commercial  regulations;  uid 
direct  bounties  upon  occupation  founded  upon  the 
broad  basis  of  discretionary  right.  The  specifica- 
tion in  the  Constitntion  of  the  right  to  regulate 
commerce,  may  possibly  in  some  cases  give  rise  to 
this  indirect  species  of  bounty,  not  from  any  right 
in  the  Constitution  to  grant  bounties,  but  as  the 
necessary  result  frMn  uie  specified  right  to  make 
commercial  regulations ;  and  tiiis  specification  can 
be  the  only  foundation  of  justification  to  this  indi- 
rect species  of  bounty,  but  there  is  no  specification 
in  the  ConstitutiMi  of  aright  to  i^ulateleomn^, 
or  agricuUitre,  mamt/'acture*,  or  reHgicn,  and  so  far 
as  the  sense  of  the  Constitution  can  be  collected, 
it  rather  forbids  than  authorizes  the  exercise  of 
that  tight. 
Arguments  used  to  deduce  any  given  authority 
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fran  tha  tenn  gtneral  ve^im,  abMnetedl^  from 
the  spcciAcfttioD  of  some  particuUr  aaibonty,  an 
dugetona  in  the  extreme  to  rights  ctxtstitatiADally 
leaerved,  and  ought  wet  to  be  viewed  witb  gtemt 
ouuioa  ancl  3iupici<».  They  serve  direcuV  to 
ahow  that  tkie  Qovenunent  is  not  only  cmuolida- 
ted  in  alt  its  parts,  but  that  it  is  a  consolidated  Oo- 
TerDment  of  unlimited  diactctioD ;  that  it  contains 
no  constiiutional  limitation  oc  reatriction.  If  any 
given  authority  be  inferred  from  the  term  general 
wtyiirA  in  Che  abstract,  any  other  authority  ia 
•quallv  deduciUe  from  it,  because  the  term  u  a^ 
pucable  to  every  possible  object  of  Qovemment, 
»nd  differs  only  in  degree,  a«  to  the  Kveisl  Go- 
vernmental objects. 

He  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  novel  and  cu- 
rious distinction  taken  by  a  gentleman  from  Con- 
sec  ticut{|Mi.Hii.i.HousElbetweeog«neraiwe{/are 
tad  partteular  veyare ;  iot  every  particular  wel- 
fare, however  minule,  may  be  in  a  degree  far  tJie 
general  welfare,  and  if  the  decision  respecting  the 
existence  of  this  distinction,  have  no  olner  limita- 
tion than  ConatesnoDal  discretion,  it  is  equally 
destructive  of  slTconstitutionai  restraint.  Gtentle- 
men  who  have  advocated  this  principle  of  con- 
struction, ai^iear  startled  at  some  etmsequences 
suggested  to  result  fiom  it,  and  have  desied  that 
they  have  made  the  admission  of  such  consequen- 
ces. This  is  true,  nor  have  those  in  reply  so 
asserted,  but  they  biave  tak^  up  the  principles  of 
construction  furnished  by  its  adrocatas,  and  made 
the  application  of  it  to  the  eonsequeitces  vthjeh 
tiiey  theraselves  infer;  suul  if  the  principle  be  ad- 
mitted, it  is  undeniable  that  the  conclusions  drawn 
from  it  will  neceaauily  follow  in  their  utmost 
latitude. 

A  oentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Bark- 
WBLU  confidently  spoke  of  the  inherent  rights  of 
this  Government;  this  is  a  new  source  of  autho- 
rity, and  totally  inapplicable  to  this  QoTemment. 
If  there  be  inherent  rights  in  Governments  at  all, 
they  must  bejong  to  Gbvemments  growing  out  of 
a  stale  of  society,  aad  not  to  a  Qovemment  deriv- 
ing alt  its  authorities  by  charter  from  previously 
existing  Qovenuneuts,  or  the  people  of  those  Qo- 
venunents-  In  such  a  Government,  the  exercise 
of  every  authority  not  contained  in  the  instrument, 
or  deducible  from  it  by  a  fail  and  candid  construe- 
ciiM,  is  aa  unjustifiable  usutoption  and  usurpation. 

II-  j:i 'yie  this  su(»ject  further  at 

ed  into  these  general  re- 
marks, because  the  impatience  of  the  Committee 
to  have  the  question  upon  striking  out  the  section, 
bad  caused  lum  to  refrain  from  delivering  these 
aentimeDts  at  ttwt  time. 

Ue  would  remark  further,  that  bounties  in  all 
coontries  and  at  all  times,  have  been  the  e&ect  of 
fiivoritism;  they  have  only  served  to  divert  the 
current  of  industry  from  its  natural  channel,  into 
one  less  advantageous  or  productive;  and  in  fact, 
they  are  nothing  more  than  Governmental  thefU 
oonunicted  upon  the  rights  of  one  part  of  the  com- 
lounity,  and  an  unmerited  Oovemmental  mum/i- 
Cfice  to  the  other.  In  thiacMintry,  and  under  this 
Qovemmeai,  they  present  an  aspect  peculiarly 
dreat&idiaitltfamed. 


To  oonteoiplBte  dte  MlqMa  imon  -nhidi  homk- 
tie*  are  to  opwUe  In  the  Uaitad  Slates,  the  satma 
of  the  Government  t«  dieyenae  tbem,  the  Stato 
pccferences  which  now  do  and  will  forever,  mortt 
or  less,  oontinne  to  exist,  the  nnpossibility  of  an 
equal  operaiioD  of  beunties  thr(wighaut  the  Uiutcd 
States,  upon  any  sabfect  whatever,  should  be  con- 
sidered; and  one  of  these  two  effects  will  neeeav 
rily  fallow  the  exercise  o£  tbem;  either  the  very 
existence  <rf  the  Oovenuijent  will  be  ilestioyed,  oc 
its  admioistratiOD  must  be  radically  changed,  il 
must  be  eoBverted  into  the  moat  complex  system 
of  tyranmy  and  favoritism. 

He  observed  that  it  is  not  unfreouent  at  tkia 
time  to  hear  of  an  Eastern  and  Southern  inienat, 
and  he  had  for  some  time  silently  and  indignantlr 
seen,  or  thought  he  saw,  attempts  by  this  means 
to  infiuence  the  deliherations  of  this  House  upon 
almost  every  important  qaesiion.  80  far  as  he 
was  the  insulicd  object  ot^  these  attempts,  he  leh 
that  contempt  for  their  authors,  which  speared 
Co  him  to  be  the  correspoodent  tribute  to  the  im- 

Cority  of  their  designs;  yet  he  thought  that  this 
ad  been  the  moat  ninnidaUe  and  eSectual  «an- 
tterial  vtadiine  which  had  been  yet  used  in  ths 
administration  of  Qoveinment.  But  one  great 
mischief  he  apprehended  fhun  estaUiahmg  the 
principle  of  the  uarestraiued  right  to  grant  bon»- 
lies,  will  be,  that  it  will  make  the  (^r»ee  o£ 
interest  between  Bastem  and  Southern,  so  far  as 
they  differ  in  their  respective  Stales  of  manuhc- 
ture  and  agriculture,  real,  which  is  now  only  ideaL 
It  will  make  that  puty  real,  which  is  now  artifi- 
ciaL  The  jealousies  and  suspicions  ariaing  &om 
party,  will  then  hare  a  substantial  foundation,  ' 
which  now  have  no  foundation  in  fact,  but  are  in- 
geniously stimulated  by  a  few,  for  the  piupoae  <£ 
effecting  particular  objects;  aslongastbeOovem- 
ment  shall  be  administered  liberally  and  impar- 
tially, as  Img  aa  the  principle  of  reciprocal  demattd 
and  supply  between  East  and  Sooth  shall  remain 
inviolate,  so  long  there  can  exist  no  essential  dis- 
tinct interest  between  them  {  tnl  themstantboUB- 
des  or  Qoveramental  preferences  are  granted  10 
occupation,  that  instant  is  created  a  separata  and 
distinct  interest,  not  wholly  between  Bast  and 
South,  but  between  the  manu&ctuier  and  thecut- 
ttvator  of  the  soiL  Theie  will  still  exitf  aci»t- 
munity  of  agricultural  interest  throug^tont  the 
United  States,  and  be  hoped  the  time  was  not  ftr 
distant,  when  a  common  sympathy  will  be  feltbjT 
the  whole  of  that  class  01  the  community.  Few 
these  reasons,  he  hoped  the  motion  woaU  pievaiL 
The  bill  having  beea  gtwe  through  with,  and 
amended,  the  Committee  roseand  intoned  it  with, 
amendments  which  the  Houae  immediately  look 
into  consideration  andadopted.  The  bill  was  then 
further  amended  and  the  House  adjourned. 

TbubsdaT:  February  9. 

THE  COD  FISHEBIES. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 

for  the  encouragemeut  of  the  Bank  and  other  Cod 

Fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  goverrunent 

of  die  fishermen  emjdoyed  theteta,"  together  with 
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tbe  amendments  thereto,  wu  Tend  the  ibird  tune; 
and  ttie  qnestiMi  being  pnt  that  the  aanae  do  pus, 
it  va«  reeolred  in  tne  dSnnntiTe-~¥«ns  36,  nays 
»l,«|fbUowB: 

'  Tbu— Means.  Wttm  Amtm,  Robert  Bsmmn,  Sf- 
bert  BDBsra,  EIim  Bondinot,  fibmijaslnib  Boune,  Ben* 
JMuin  Boome,  Abraliam  Claik,  Jonalhui  DsTton,  Tbo- 
KM  FftadtBDM,  EAri^ge  Bttrj,  NkiioteB  Oilnun, 
Benjimm  Goodhne,  June*  Oordon,  AndnRV  Otesg, 
SeninetOnffln.'nioniu  Hartley,  Junes  ffiaheoM,  Qa- 
m1  Hnger,  John  W.  Kitten,  .John  Lannnce,  AmesB 
Levnad,  mdurd  Blind  Lee,  Semml  LWemnre,  JeMe 


Nitea,  Cemeliai  C.  SduMBmeker,  JsMUMah  Smith,  le- 
nd Baith,  WiUian  Smilh,  Samnel  Stetnett,  Jonethan 
atuiKea,  Fetw  Sytreite^  Otatme  Thetchei,   Thai 
TiediTfil,  John  Viuing,  Jemni£  Wadsmtth,  and 
tMnwWard. 

?r«ia.^ — Meaera.  John  Baptiat  Aahe,  Abraham  B 
win,  John  Brown,  William  B.  Qites,  William  Bany 
Giove,  Daniel  Heuler,  Fhihp  Key,  Nathenid  Heccn, 
John  Frsnda  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans 
Mnmj,  John  Page,  Jotriah  Parker,  Joahna  ^en^,  John 
Steele,  Thomaa  Smnpter,  ThDmas  Tndor  Tncker, 
Abraham  Tenabk,  Alnander  White,  Htigh  William- 
■en,  nd  Pnndt  WUKa. 

'Betolved,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be,  "An 
act  coneeminc  certain  fisheries  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  regulation  and  government  of 
4ie  fisitennen  employed  therein." 

Mr.  Ladranoe  presented  a  pediioa  trom  thi 
tanners  and  curriers  of  the  city  of  New  Tort, 
praying  relief  ftom  the  hardships  they  labor  under, 
in  consequence  of  the  exportation  of  lanneis'  bark, 
tteferreo  to  a  select  committee. 

BLDCTION  OF  PBEBIDENT,  Ac 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Comtlrit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  W.  BMrra  in  the  Chair, 
a  bill  (receiTed  from  the  Senate)  relative  to 
^leetion  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall 
act  as  President  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offi- 
ces bofti  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

The  ninth  section  Ivas  Ktmck  out,  in  which  the 


both  of  the  above  mentioned  offices. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  add  a  new  sei 
lo  the  bill,  appointing  the  senior  Associate  Judge 
as  the  person  to  fill  tne  vacancy.  A  motion  was 
made  to  amend  this  proposition,  by  substiintiug 
the  Secretary  of  State,  instead  of  the  senior  Asso- 
ciate Jndjge.  A  short  debate  ensued,  af^er  Which, 
fte  Committee  rose  without  taking  the  question, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

FRinAT.  February  10. 
R&ohed,  That  the  Sectetarv  of  Stale  lay  be- 
fore the  House  conies  of  sneh  Laws  as  have  been 


Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  fumith 
the  atttiag  member,  and  the  petitiooer,  James 
JaoksoB,  at  the  tequeat  c^  eilher  party,  wiui  copies 
gf  aU  atioh  docwuente,  evidenoet,  and  taatimony, 


may  oome  to  the 
banda  of  theBpBAEBB,preTioustoue  time  of  try- 
ing the  validity  of  Ine  election  of  a  membec  to 
represent  the  lower  disttiot  of  tbe  State  of  Oeoi- 
gia,  in  the  Congres  of  the  United  States. 
EIAGTION  OP  PRBMDENT,  *G. 

The  Hobse  a^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Co'minJt- 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  tha 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  election 
of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  end  declaring  the  offieer  who  shall  act  as 
President,  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both 
of  President  and  Vice  President;"  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  repcwted  that  the  Committee 
bad  again  had  tha  said  bill  under  considerati<Hi, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto}  wbich 
were  read,  and  are  as  follow : 

Strike  out  the  ninth  section,  lb  the  words  {<A- 
lowing : 

"  And  bt  it  Jiirthtr  enaOtd,  That  In  caae  rf  lemtf- 
val,  daadi,  naignatioii,  or  inaUhty,  both  trf'  the  Pre^ 
dent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Sutra,  the  fre- 
ddent  of  the  Senate  pTD  temport,  and  in  caae  lliera 
■hall  be  no  Preaident  of  the  ^nate,  then  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  finie  beiuKi 
shall  act  a*  President  of  the  United  States,  undl  the 
disabiliqr  be  removed,  or  a  Prendent  shall  be  elected." 

Tn  lieu  of  the  said  ninth  section,  insert: 

"  And  be  it  furtkir  emuted.  That,  in  caw  of  ramovalf 
dbalh,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  President 
and  Vice  Preaident  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary 
ofState,  fbr  ttie  lime  being,  absD  act  asPresidmtoftbe 
United  States,  nntil  the  duaMlity  be  removed,  or  a  Pr»> 
aideut  shall  be  oiectad." 

Whereupon,  tha  smH  Srit  aitteBdment  being 
again  read,  and  the  question  put  to  str^e  out  the 
said  ninth  section,  in  the  wwds  following : 

"  Am^  Atf  A  yt>rAl«r  AacfaA  That,  in  eMetTNUMival, 
dettib,  reaignBtioti,  ox  inaUG^,  both  of  Ae  PnaUent 
and  Vice  Prendent  of  the  United  States,  the  PMaideirt 
of  the  Senate  DTo  lempert,  and  in  caae  lhaMahaIlbew> 
President  of  Ote  Senate,  then  the  Speakra  of  the  HeuM 
of  RepresentativeB,  for  the  time  b«ng,  ahall  act  as  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  nntil  the  diaabijity  bs  m- 
moved,  or  a  Preaident  sliall  be  elected," 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  3i,mKj9 
22,  as  follows ; 

Vua^John  Buftlat  AjAs,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Mui 
Brown,  Tbomaa  Pituimona,  William  B.  Giles,  Nlcbo- 
Iss  Oilman,  Andrew  Gregg.  Witbam  Baflv  Grove,  !■• 
rael  Jacobs  Philip  Key,  Nalbanid  Macw,  James  ¥UM- 
BOD,  John  Prancia  Mercer,  Andrew  Moom,  Pr^aiick 
Augustus  Hableubwg,  William  Von  Mnrtay,  J^ 
Page,  Joiisti  Parker,  Joihaa  Seney,  Jeroniah  Smithy 
John  Steele,  Samuel  8tarTett,Jonalhan  Storgcs,  ThcuM 
Sumpter,  Gerage  Thatcher,  Thomas  TredwSl,  Abraham 
Vemble,  John  Vining,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alesandor 
White,  Hiigh  Williunaon,  and  Fronaa  Wiltia. 

Kits.— Fisher  Amea,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, BliasBondinol,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benj.Boame, 
Abraham  Clark,  Elbridge  Oerry,  Benjamin  Goodhne, 
Daniel  Heister,  James  HiUhonse,  Daniel  Hqger,  AoMn 
Kilchell,  Jcbn  W.  Kittera,  Anaaa  Learned,  Samnd 
UvenBore,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  Gornefina  C.  BctMonnui- 
kar,  WiUam  %uith,  Peter  SytitaUt,  Thomaa  TnAx 
Tniktt,  B»d  Jmokiah  Wad>#oHh. 
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Apportiomiuiiit  B3L 


[Febboast,  1788. 


The  s«o(md  amendment  being  again  read,  and 
the  question  put  to  insert  in  lien  of  the  said  ninth 
section,  the  words  following: 

"  And  be  it  further  enacttd.  That,  in  cue  of  remoTBl, 
death,  TengnatiaD,  or  intbilit;,  both  of  the  Prendent 
and  Vice  Frendent  of  the  United  Statai,  the  Becntary 
of  State,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  m  Prendant  of 
the  United  State),  until  the  di««biht;  be  letaoved,  or  a 
PreMdentBhall  be  elected." 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  said  bill ;  made  some  progress 
therein,  and  then  adjourned. 

Monday,  Febntary  13. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 

prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  continue  an 

act  entitled  "  An  act  declatina;  the  assent  of  Con- 

Sess  to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland, 
:orgi^  and  Rhode  Island  and  Froyidence  Plan- 
tations;" and  that  Mr.  Stekrett,  Mr.  BoniufE 
of  Rhode  bland,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  be  the  said 


The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  rela- 
tive to  the  election  of  a  Presideol  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  officer 
vbo  shall  act  as  President,  in  case  of  vacancies  in 
the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  President ;" 
Whereupon — 

Resolved,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  agBin  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

APPOSTIOHKEHT  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  an  Apportionment 
of  Representatives  among  the  several  States,  ac- 
cotdins'  to  die  first  Enumeration,  and  making  pro- 
vision Tor  another  Enumeration  and  an  Apportion- 
ment of  Representatives,  after  the  third  day  of 
March,  one  tnousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven— Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  in  the 
Chair.    The  bill  was  read  through  by  the  Clerk. 

The  first  section  being  repeated  by  the  Chair- 
man. Mi.  Senet  moved  that  the  blank  should  be 
filled  with  the  word  "  thirty,"  which  would  deter- 
mine that  the  ratio  of  representation  should  be 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  HtLLBOcaE, 
on  the  old  groimd  of  its  nnequal  operation. 
Mr.  Gbaht  replied  to  Mr.  Hcllhoose.     He 


observed  that  this  apportionment  on  the  aggregate 
Federal  number  would  be  more  equal  than  by  the 
ratio  of  33,000 ;  but  this  had*been  rejected  by  the 
Senate;  and  as  the  ratio  of  33,000  would  not  per- 
fectly cure  the  difficulty,  and  would  operate  to 
reduce  the  whole  number  of  the  Representatives, 
he  conceived  that  no  new  light  had  been  thrown 
on  the  subject  to  induce  the  House  to  consent  to 
such  diminution. 

Mr.  Mehceh  entered  into  a  geueral  view  of  the 
subject.  He  supported  a  large  representation,  and 
urged  its  importance,  as  it  respects  the  democrati- 
cal  part  of  the  conuaunity.    The  theory  of  Qo- 


Teraomt  is  the  same,  whether  it  teapecta  s  free 
or  a  despotic  Government ;  it  is  not  a  small  nom- 
ber  that  can  govern  in  any  coimtry.  Standing 
armies  supply  m  Despotic  Governments  the  plaee 
of  a  large  representation  in  a  Free  QoTemmoiL 
Stilt, the  operations  of  Governmeiit,in  both  casei^ 
depend  on  a  large  ntmiber  of  people. 

The  question  for  inserting  30,000  was  cmrried 
in  the  affirmative— 30  to  21. 

Mr.  Meboer  then  moved  to  strike  out  "  the 
third  day  of  March,  1793,"  and  to  insert  "  the  &Mt 
day  of  October,  1798" — referring  to  the  period 
when  the  States  shall  be  represented  by  the  nim>- 
ber  arising  from  the  flrat  enumeration.  He  in- 
formed the  House  that  Vir^oia  had  already  made 
provision  to  send  fDrward  their  supfdementary 
numbers.  He  urged  the  right  of  the  States  re- 
spectively to  fill  up  their  representation  agreeaUy 
to  the  eDumeration,  &c. 

Mr.  Gerby  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  HiLLBOusE  suggested  another  mode.  He 
proposed  that  the  present  Congress  should  expit« 
after  the  present  session,  and  a  new  House  be 
elected  agreeable  to  the  census,  to  meet  at  the 
time  to  which  the  present  Congress  may  be  ad- 
journed. Heui^edmany  advaDtageswhicnwould 
result  from  this  plan. 

Mr.  Mebcer  said,  his  idea  was,  that  the  choos- 
ing these  additional  members  would  be  only  filling 

Mr.  McBBAV  was  for  striking  out  "the  third 
day  of  March,  1793,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
an  earlier  day.  The  great  objection  is  its  incon- 
venience. It  is  said  the  members  which  now 
compose  this  House  will  have  to  continue  by  law 
another  session,  and  the  supplemental  members 
would  have  to  continue  but  to  fill  the  intermediate 
space  of  time  from  the  election  to  the  3d  of  March. 
He  begged  gentlemen  to  give  him  leave  to  say, 
that  the  tmly  possible  obstacle  to  their  thinking  as 
he  did  arose  from  themselves — from  a  desire,  he 
would  not  say  how  disinterested,  to  continue  in. 
power  longer  than  they  were  entitled  to  remain, 
under  the  Constitution.  The  act  of  Coogiess 
declaratory  of  the  time  which  members  were  to 
continue  was  the  sole  obstacle  to  the  gratification 
of  the  people  in  one  of  their  best  righls.  This 
act,  founded  is  error,  ought  previously  to  be  te- 
peEded,  and  then  no  difficulty,  either  from  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution  or  from  incon- 
venience, could  be  raised  to  the  wish  that  the 
additional  Representatives  should  take  their  seats 
immediately  after  the  next  general  election.  This 
act  produced  a  mischievous  and  unthoughi-o{ 
solecism  in  the  Government  It  separated  repre- 
sentation from  confidence,  and  violated  responsi- 
bility, which  is  the  very  soul  of  the  Government. 
The  people  could  not  but  be  astonished  that,  after 
the  last  general  election,  the  members  of  Congress 
whom  thejr  bad  not  chosen  still  continued  Inere 
to  hold  their  seats,  and  to  act  as  upon  their  confi- 
dence and  trust.  Surely  one  of  the  most  obvious 
truths  in  a  Oovemment  by  representation  is,  that 
election  shall  be  the  criterion  of  confidence,  and 
that  a  c(»itinuaDce  to  discl^rge  a  tnut  ajfter  it  is 
withdrawn  OTettums  every  idea  of  representation. 
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fwaMiAWi,  17fla.J 


Electimi^  PrfidaU. 


[H.  OF  R. 


He  iriahed  the  Comminee  lo  reOect  tliat  the  prin- 
eipal  objection  to  the  motion  was  easily  temoTed. 
if  memDerB  would  act  a  disinterestei)  pait ;  and 
that  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  domtioa  of  the  poc- 
sent  CoQgresa  'a  the  ohjection  to  the  admissicm 

of  the  supplemental  members,  geDtlemen  ca • 

he^tate  between  the  gratification  of  what 
dently  appears  to  be  the  rights  of  the  people,  under 
a  fair  conatruction  of  the  CouslilDtion,  and  a  de- 
clarstorf  law,  which  is  repealabte,  and  which  is 
so  contrary  to  reason.  The  abjection  is  remova- 
Ue — the  right  is  permanent.  It  is  certainly  of 
more  conseqtience  to  adhere  to  the  principle  of  a 
just  and  numerous  representation,  and  to  adopt  an 
early  day  to  give  it  operation,  than  to  give  the 
principle  the  go-by,  merely  to  support  a  stretched 
duration  of  our  tenn,  under  a  law  that  oversets 
the  moet  obriouB  truths  and  reasoning  on  repre- 
•ratation.  As  to  the  members  irom  Georgia,  if 
the  law  giving  an  extra  term  to  the  seats  of  mem- 
bers was  not  repealed,  he  would  still  vote  for 
Georgia's  having  three  members  till  the  term  ex- 
pired ;  but  at  all  events  he  hoped  the  motion  would 
beagreed  to. 

The  motion  was  finally  disagreed  to. 

ToBSDAT,  February  14. 
Mi.  Sterhett,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  declaring  the  ctmsent  of  Congress 
to  a  certain  act  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to 
continue  for  a  longer  time  "An  act  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congress  lo  certain  acts  of  the  States  of 
Uaryluid,  Georgia,  and  Rhode  Island  and  Frovi' 
dence  Plantations,"  so  far  as  the  same  respects 
the  States  of  Georgia  and  Rhode  island  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations;  which  was  received,  and 
read  twice  and  committed. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  4c 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wnole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni 
ted  States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act 
as  President^  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices 
both  of  President  and  Vice  President." 

A  motion  made  yesterday,  to  insert  a  clause 
restricting  the  number  of  Electors  to  the  number 
of  the  jvesent  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, being  put  and  n^atived — 

Mr.  Qbbbt  moved  to  insert  a  clause  which 
specifies  that  "  the  Electors  shall  be  equal  to  the 
number  of  Senators  and  Representatives  to  which 
the  several  States  may  by  law  be  entitled  at  the 
time  when  the  President  and  Vice  President  thus 
to  be  chosen  should  come  into  office :  Prwnded, 
aiiKOiyt,  That  where  no  apportionment  of  Repre- 
■entatives  shall  have  been  made  after  any  enume- 
ration, at  the  time  of  choosing  Electors,  then  the 
ntimber  of  Electors  shall  he  according  to  the  ex- 
isting apportionment  of  Senators  aad  Representa- 
tives." 

This  motion,  with  very  little  objection,  was 

■     -  '    ■  "  r  irwn  the  fol- 

r,  who  said 


adopted ;  its  propriety  will  appear  Irnn 
lowing  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Mukbay,  m 


he  was  in  favor  of  the  wh<de,  both  the  proposition 
and  the  proviso:  the  first  meditates  a  more  equal 
representation  of  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
America  in  the  election  of  the  two  ^eat  officers 
of  the  State ;  the  proviso  guards  agauist  a  confu- 
sion which  might  take  place  without  the  provi- 
sion. The  present  representation  in  Congress  is 
by  no  means  equal ;  tne  States,  in  their  conven- 
tional deliberation,  [noduced  the  present  propor- 
tion of  Representatives  more  from  compromise 
than  authenticated  data ;  no  census  had  then  mea- 
sured to  the  public  the  proportions  of  population- 
which  one  State  bore  to  another ;  and  Represent- 
Btives,  including  Senators  and  Electors  of  Presif- 
dent  and  Vice  President,  being  the  same  in  num- 
ber, and  the  scale  of  Representatives  being  un- 
founded in  facts  and  evidence,  the  ineqiuditT, 
which  is  evident,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  This 
proposition  remedies  the  inequality  ^  the  proviso 
was  not  perfectly  agreeable  to  bis  wishes ;  but  as 
it  refers  tne  numner  of  Electors  to  a  scale  of  repre- 
sentation ascertained  by  an  actual  enumeration, 
and  at  the  same  time  will  remove  the  probalulitT 
of  confusion  by  makinK  each  Scale  uniform  witn 
others  as  to  the  ruleofnxins  the  niunber  of  Elect- 
ors, he  should  vote  for  it.  This  was  a  great  object 
attained.  It  is  not  a  difficult  thing  to  foresee, 
without  jealousy  or  suspicion,  that,  unlesG  the. 
States  are  aniform  as  to  the  nue  of  apportioning 
Electors,  the  repose  of  the  Union  might  be  vio- 
lated. Should  tnis  law  refer  to  an  apportionment 
to  be  hereafter  made  by  Congress,  this  event 
might  take  place.  A  disagreement  niight  happen 
between  this  House  and  the  Senate,  and,  in  the 
tumults  and  contumacy  by  which  they  mi^t  be 
agitated  towards  each  other,  no  apportionment 
niight  be  made ;  in  this  situation  the  Executive 
wwild  be  lef^  at  the  mercy  of  the  two  Houses,  and 
the  order. of  things  violently  deranged.  But  eveo 
if  the  people,  having  a  census  before  them,  though 
not  acted  on  by  Congress,  were  to  make  theii 
elections  agreeably  to  what  might  be  their  respect- 
ive ideas  of  the  apportionment  to  which  the  cen- 
sus apparently  entiUed  tbem,  yet  we  are  not  cer- 
tain that  they  would  all  act  by  a  uniform  rulei 
and,  if  ihey  acted  without  such  rule,  there  misht 
am)ear  before  the  tribunal  of  the  pucilic  two  Pre- 
sidents, or  two  men  of  great  power  claiming  the 
Presidency  of  America.  This  would  be  an  evil 
of  great  and  alarming  size,  and  one  which  he  so 
much  deprecated,  that  he  willingly  yielded  to  the 
proviso,  which  he  thought  would  tend  to  lessen 
the  o^rtunity  by  which  designing  men  could 


WEDNEeDAT,  Febmary  15. 
The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the 
officer  who  shall  act  as  President,  in  case  of  va- 
cancies in  the  offices  both  of  President  aad  Vice 
President,"  together  with  the  amendments  there- 
to, waa  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


mssTcmx  of  ooKBarEflBj 


$m 


IStmntax^mt. 


Onlmd,  Tlut  the  Clerk  of  th»  E 
quwit  the  Senate  tberewitb. 


edoait- 


Tbe  bill  seat  from  the  Senate  entided  "  Ad  set 
fi>r  regukting  process^  i&  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  providing  compensttiont  for  the 
ofieers  of  the  aaid  courts,  aod  lor  jwars  and  wit- 
Besses,"  was  read  twice  and  cammitted. 

The  House  erain  resol red  itself  into  a  Com-, 
nuttee  of  the  Whole  Hciu>e  on  the  bill  for  an 
AroortitHnnent  of  Represeniativee  among  thesev- 
eial  States,  according  to  the  first  Enumeration, 
md  making  provision  fot  another  £numerati(» 
and  an  ApportionmenV  of  Represeatatifes,  after 
tihe  third  day  of  March,  one  thousuid  seven  hiu- 
dved  and  Mnety-seven ;  and, aAer sometime  spent 
tJwrein,  llie  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  ait 


THDHaoAT,  February  16. 
APPOETIONIIENT  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Cois- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  Houee,  on  the  bill  for  an  Ap- 
pOTtionment  of  Representatives  among  the  several 
eltates  according  to  the  first  EnumeratioB,  aad 
Duiang  provision  for  another  Enumeration,  and . 
«n  apportionment  of  R^resentatives  ibereon,  to 
compose  Ihe  Houae  of  Representatives  after  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1797. 

Mr.  ViiriMe'e  pnqusition  being  under  considen- 
tion — the  first  article  of  which  is,  that  New  Mamp' 
shire  shall  be  entitled  (o  five  Keptesentaiives— 

Hi.  LiivEitMORE  rase  in  support  of  the  general 
pnnciple  of  the  proposition,  which  is  to  appottion 
tfae  Repreetntatives  agreeably  to  the  aggregate 
mimber  of  tbe  people  of  the  United  States ;  he 
mrg«d,  in  brief,  tne  ar^ments  which  had  before 
been  adduced  on  the  importance  of  making  the 
tepreaenlaliMi  as  equal  as  possible,  and  coocladed 


with  saying  be  hoped  that  the  nomber  j»oposed 
for  New  {bimpshire  ffive)  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Baldwin  said,  that  if  New  Hampshire 
shoald  have  five  members,  Qeorgia,  accordmr  to 
its  present  number,  which  is  about  one  half  of  that 
«f  new  Hampshire,  would  be  entitled  to  three — 
Uu  this  is  not  proposed,  nor  de  the  members  frc« 
diat  State  expect  it  shoaM  be. 

Mr.  KiTTBRA  observed,  that  i^portioning  Re- 
presentatives to  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  oti  the  prin- 
apie  contended  for  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,    woold   give    Virginia    twenty^bw 

Mr.  NiLEe  supported  thepropostttran.  Heurged 
that  the  fractions  would  be  diminished  on  the 
ti^ole  bv  itj  and  though  perfect  equality  is  not 
attainable,  he  could  not  conceive  on  what  gentle- 
men founded  their  oppoaition  to  that  plan  which 
came  the  nearest  to  this  equality ;  and  as  the  Con- 
stitution fully  warrants  a  liberal,  though  strictly 
jtm  construction,  the  apportionment  noweontem- 
ptated  he  hoped  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mi.  MAniBon  repeated  the  substance  of  what 
-be  had  before  ofiered  in  objection  to  this  proposi- 
tion. Fractions  will  exist,  said  fae,  on  every  pew- 
eiUe  t^an ;  diis  is  to  be  a  permanent  law,  and  in 
its  operation  will  probably  increase  tfaoae  fractions. 


Mr.  LtvnniionE  rcftlted  t 
ibserved,  that  if  Virginia  w- 


The  Coostittitiwi  icim  to  tke  reqiactivek 
of  the  Slates^  and  not  to  any  agnegste  mm 
The  proposition  kaeaks  down theuiriera bdwiiu 
tfae  Slate  and  General  OereEnmenlB,  and  invdra 

Mr.  KiTTnnA.     Ha 
^  >  rcpreeeMed  agtca- 

^y  to  the  [ffoposition  conten^talMl  for  no* 
HamiMhire,  Inu  is,  four  members,  Virginin  voidd 
be  entitled  to  taly  Miesteef»-rthu  w«ud  ufftat 
oa  calculation. 

Mr.  WiLLiuiaoN  contended  that,  b^  due  Co*- 
stitudon,  whatever  ratio  was  adopted  it  is  is  be 
applied  as  a  divisor  to  the  number  of  p^kxls  in 
each  State  retptctmely.  This  idea  of  an  agKi»- 
gate  number  looks  like  a  ounsolidatioD  of  theOn- 


.     ,  r  those  States  whc 

inhabitants  to  vote  for  such  imiipl isi>  niiii 

her,  would  not  fae  claotad  agreeably  to  ibc  Otin- 
BtiiutioB. 

Mr.  Sbnet  opposed  the  propomlioii.  He  ^ 
served,  that  it  was  very  exttaordianrf^  indce^ 
that  those  persons  who,  in  the  previous  diseweiie^ 
were  opposed  to  tim  miio  of  thoty  thousand  on 
account  of  giving  so  large  a  representation,  should 
now  advocate  this  proposition,  which  in  fact  m- 
creases  the  wbt^e  number.  Be  hoped  that  it 
wmdd  be  rejected. 

Mr.  ViNiMs  said  a  few  wotds  to  ezetdpMe  tfae 
friends  of  the  pioposttton  from  tfae  ohnnge  of  i*- 
consistency. 

Mr.  VENAnLE  stated  various  partknlais  to  shew 
that  the  plan  of  tranaferring  the  fractions  imn 
one  State  to  aBOther,  eomparing  tfaom  with  tht 

Cral  ratio,  would  produce  greater  inngnUlf 
the  jdan  contended  im  by  those  who  oppow 
the  present  motion. 

Mr.  LivBBMORE  justified  himself  from  the  cha^e 
of  inconsistencr ;  he  was  Bi*»va  in  "fiiTor  of  an 
equal  lepTesentBtioD ;  with  this  he  began,  and  with 
this  he  should^  end;  «sd  he  was  not  solicitont 
wiuch  way  the  vote  determined  the  mattee,  pM- 
vided  tfae  prineifde  of  equality  was  adhered  M^ 
and  therefore  he  dionld  not  regret  New  Ham^ 
shke  being  lestricied  to  four  members,  ^oridad 
Virginia  had  only  17— which  is  the  highest  nOHf 
her  she  will  be  entitled  to,  apportioning  them 
agreeably  to  four  for  New  Hampshire.  lie  t/o- 
served  that  the  friends  of  the  proposition  migfat  W 
outvoted  by  numbers  j  he  .wished,  if  it  could  bt 
done,  that  they  migfat  be  outreasoned  as  well  u 
oatnon^Kted. 

Mr.  LAtnuHOfi  said,  fasving  aidvocated  in  a 
former  discussion  the  ratio  of  uiirty  ihoiuaiMl,  hi 
hoped  he  sfaotdd  not  be  charged  with  incoDncttacy 
if  he  nve  bis  assent  to  the  preseot  propositkni,  at 
he  faad  expUcidy  declared  that  fae  advooated  am 
number  as  giving  ^  laigeet  representation — aai 
this  proposition  not  only  preserved  that  idea,  bat 
enhanced  the  number,  and  on  ^ore  eqnal  prmei- 
{dee.  He  then  entered  into  anexaminalian  of  tfae 
clause  in  the  Constitution  respecting  taxes  and 
Representatives,  which  it  is  expTanly  declared 
shall  be  according  to  numbers.  He  repro^tell  ifaa 
idea  of  members  considering  tfaemaelrca  as  At^ra* 
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^ke  iB«mhen  of  this  ilwue  ai«  the  Repmnta- 
■iTcs  'of  ABeiica.    TIm  Stales,  as  Cktues,  are  le- 

prsKutMl  ia  the  SemaM.  AraenbariifllusHoHBe 
arcm  Gteorgia  u  a  Re|)raHiifBtiTe  of  tlie-StBte  at 
iivw  York,  M  mooh  as  if  he  came  from  ^  Uoer 
Swto.  Cuww'TiBe  lk«  idea  of  the  meaiiija^  of  tbe 
CosMinition  whdel  he  bad  ^ran  to  be  joat,  be 
ahootd  vote  for  the  Kopwitiotk 

Mr.  FimiiW  said  he  ahoiM  vote  against  the 
jnropMitioB.  He  did  aot  like  tbe  pnaci|le  of  it,  if 
It  Ind  any;  ha  rather  tbduaht  it  vm  deninne  of 
aU  principle,  for  k  coMeno^tee  so  ratio  at  aU— ^ 
k'u  ivtfier  an  aibitiary  apfordenBiait  of  the  le- 
pnaeBtaticm.  Adremng  to  the  artiole  retnecdag 
taxation,  'he  obaerred  that  Ae  ^podtioa  does  not 
■caotd  with  the  iiea  of  Ae  goMleiDen  who  edvo- 
ome  it,  for  Mill  diere  will  be  Aaetioai  IcA,  and  are 
KM  these  fVactioDs  to  Im  taxed?  In  reply  to  Mr. 
LuntANtn's  remarks  re^Metag  local  repreeenta- 
tioa,  he  obterved  (bat  the  geailnnttt^idm  proved 
too  nrneh. ;  for,  if  the  idea  of  representing  load 
interaata  is  deslrered,  the  eeeence  of  refMMDta- 
thm  is  dove  tftnty  ahcgetiter,  aniallTcsponsttilitr 
h  loM. 

Mr.  Ame/— The  Gon8titti«io&  Mfs.  thM  "  SLe- 
"  preaentaCivM  uid  <tit«ct  taxes  alutu  he  appot- 
"■titMed  amone  tbe  sereral  Btatea,  vfaioh  may  be 
"  tawAuded  witain  fMs  Union,  aeoerdine  to  their 
"  <e^)ectiM  nnnhers,"  &e.  "  Ttke  nomW  of  Re- 
"  ^eseoiati-TeB  sball  wn  exceed  one  for  every 
"tUrty  dMauand,  bm  mA  B*ate  alnti  hare  at 
"  leaM  one  Rearesentalive." 

DednotiouB  from  the  abeTe— 

M:.  You  KMj  oat  eueed  one  to  30)000. 

Hi.  Yon  may  have  as  many  as  one  to  31^000  of 
tfae  whole  nmiM>eT  of  the  Union. 

3d.  Bopaosing:  the  amendment  ratiied,  j<m 
muet  have  100  memhtva,  if  one  to  30,000  irm  gWe 
them. 

T  heee  prmeiples  were 
But  it  is  now  portended  that  the  tatie  may  be  «p- 
pfiad  to  eaeh  State,  and  the  aamber  af  Repre- 
eeatmiTes  no  in<»e  than  the  mnttiplas  of  30,000 
in  each  Blate.  Some  eren  go  lo  far  asiony  that 
il  numt  be  so  apt^ed,  and  Imt  Goagreae  may  not 
ham  aa  many  mewbers  ae  oae  t9  30,060  of  ' 


let.  The  word  Repicseatatnee,  first  used,  ean 
0^  aaean  the  whole  antiber  of  Befreseatatires. 
tai  they  are  to  be  apportionad  among  the  (ttveial 
Sutes.  The  word  IS  Qted  in  the  tame  sease  after- 
wards— "  The  number  of  Rejiresentatires  shaH  aot 
exoe«d  one  to  30,000,"  agam  meuiing  the  whole 
tHmber  t^  ReMeaematives.  The  vhoU  aaeiber 
of  Represeatabvns  riidl  not  exceed  one  to  30^009 
oftbetiiMe]Wople.  To  aroid  this  obriotts  meait' 
tig,  (bey  say  it  shtwid  read,  "shaB  not  exceed  one 

to  30,000  m  each  aiate.'    Tbeae  words  are  snp- 

^ied  -winn/Sif  witbant  aotbority. 
Sd.  The  dense  merely  restraiaa  the  nnmber  of 

Aepveaeatatives  to  as  not  to  exceed  oae  to  30,000. 

TIm  vembere  in  CoagiesB  might  have  berai  iit- 

cNased  to  aay  unmber,  had  not  this  reatrieiiiMi 

existed.   ltiaaiettiMtt*a,aMlnola 


abuse.  It  cBrtailB,  bnl:  enutot  be  sappoaed  to 
ohange  the  lutaral  tmport  of  the  preceding  power. 
It  is  agaiKt  the  fair  mles  of  coastraotion  so  to 
eiiaage  it. 

3d.  The  seiwe  is  peifeet  withont  the  word*  one 

30,000  meoohSbtfe.    Expressam  iacit  oenaie 

eita. 

4th.  The  conslrnetioD  makes  tantojogy.  The 
first  elaase  haTing  direoted  ifae  laaniver  of  tmpor- 
titmioE  R^nesantatiTes  among  the  sevvral  »Mee 
acoatAag  to  (heir  respective  numbers,  minhchave 
been  whoUy  omitted,  one  to  30,000  «n  eocib  SUOe 
being  s  final  appwlioament. 

6i£.  Words  must  not  be  sapjdied  by  consfrtjc- 
tion  Tepognant  «o  words  «q;>i«Bsed.  Tbe  resuhef 
•n  apportfonaMnt  according  to  numbers,  as  fiiM 
diiealed  by  the  CoMtttoiion,  differs  in  tcrau  flram 
-  30,OOOwtauA  atmtt.  It  diflete 
10  less.  The  membersin  the  next 
House  will  be  113.  Apputim  thcmaceonling  to 
nmabets  among  the  Be>Mral  SiMes,  Virginia  wmld 
bxn.  19^19  hSaa  to  113,  as  630,000,  i&e  anmberB 
of  Vininia,  to  3,«19,000,  the  whole  peoi^  of  the 
United  States.  But  by  the  construotion  whi^ 
sap]dies  the  woi^  in  eaeh  State,  she  Will  hare  ftl 
members. 

6tli.  TtiK  words  one  to  30,000  are  merely  rp- 
striative  of  die  wnmberin  CoDcreas  from  the 
whde  people,  awd  do  not  oba^e  the  sense  of  the 
first  clause,  for  taxes  and  RepresentaliTes  are  to 
be  t^i^onioned  accordiag  to  ntanbers.  The  cou- 
sCraatwn  oumet  be  extended  «o  Mrxas  with  any 
good  sense.  Yet,  as  taxes  and  RepresenWiTeB 
BM  to  be  i^pportiaaed  vmilarly,  the  consUuetiaa 
— 'rmg  to  the  etw  ^uld  ap|4y  to  the  other, 
die  advocates  of  tfab  constmotton  say  (hat 
Hw«s  shall  be  impoeed  nceording  to  urombers,  and 
netthe'midtiide8ef30,000ineachetate.  TaUl« 
it  for  nnved.  that  the  «ense  of  the  Im  ehnae  S 
■ot  coangeo,  but  its  operation  limited  by  the 
olaiBe  »hM  not  txeetd  <me  to  80,000,  it  remnfts  to 
see  whiA  is  the  aease  of  the  first  clause  staitdlag 
alone.  "iUpreseniatives  shall  be  appOTdaaei 
among  the  several  Slates  neeordibg  lo  tfeidr  r»- 
saeetive  numbeTs."  TheRtrie^f-Three  wiHiAow 
the  nwnber  of  mendiers  any  Slate  is  catilted  1o. 
Thns,  as  the  whole  number  3,6ie,«0l)  is  to  the 
nomwiof  the  next  Mouse  113,00  is  the  mimbet 
of  persons  in  a  State,  say  Vbginia,  which  are 
030,000,  to  her  quota  of  members.  The  resatt  is 
lOmembesa  The  bSl,  pursaii^aBetherrule,otK 
tained  as  we  have  aeen  by  a  forced  ooasttactitPh, 
gives  that  BtatiB  81  members. 

Tth.  The  amendment  W>  the  Coustitation  r»- 
tawe  the  aoBM  at  the  coaettactMn.  The  wvrik 
aie,  "  there  ritall  be  one  for  etwrn  30JB80  till  the 
nvnher  shall  anttoimt  to  100."  Jl^amly  the  whole 
nmi^r  of  the  nation  is  intended.  The  wlMfa 
■Btaibcnr  is  to  be  frawied  by  one  flir  etwry  30,000. 
The  words  contended  for  are  therefore  excluded, 
and  no  oonstruciion  will  avail  in  this  place  (s  adfl 
them. 

8th.  TheratioofaueioWiOOOin^aehSUleib 
jaootuiMeDt  with  dns  amendmem ;  for,  aceoidhig 
8jOOO,000  irfp«eoHs  mast  have  100  meiB- 

" Ifed^dKM 
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iklleD  ihoit  of  a  nirplus  berond  ^000,000, 
cieni  to  covet  the  fractions  or  lost  oumbers,  this 
ameadment  to  the  Constitution  could  not  be  car- 
ried into  eiecution,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  biU.  For  theunendmeotrequiriiu  lOOmem- 
bers,  the  nmnbers  being  more  than  3,000,000,  it 
would  appear  that  100  members  could  not  be  ob- 
tained by  appljing  the  ratio  of  30  000  to  the  num- 
bers in  each  State,  instead  of  taking  the  entire 
number  of  the  Union.  Here,  then,  would  be  a 
cmstitutionai  obligation  to  have  100  members  in 
Congress,  and  an  absolute  impossibility  of  having 
them  according  to  the  principles  of  this  bill. 

10th.  The  Dumberof  Representativesislimited 
not  to  exceed  one  for  30,000.  Pursue  the  letter  of 
the  Constitution,  and  avoid  all  construction,  the 
Bumbei  of  Representatives  will  be  130.  Adopt 
the  consCroetioa  that  vou  are  to  ha«e  no  more 
than  one  to  30,000  will  give  you,  and  you  tning 
down  the  number  to  113. 

But  this  prooeas,  erroneous  as  it  is,  only  fixes 
the  number — it  does  not  aj^rtion  them.  That 
ahoold  be  done  according  to  numbers,  and  Vir- 
pnia  would  not  be  found  entitled  to  21  of  113. 
According  to  the  [irinciDle  of  the  bilL  if  it  may  be 
called  a  principle,  it  is  oefective.  The  letter  and 
true  intention  of  the  Constitution  will  be  violated 
by  a  forced  construction,  which  gives  some  States 
more  and  others  less  than  their  due  share  of  the 
Rei 


epresei 

Mr.  pAOE.— I  rise  not  to  enter  into  a  debate 
the  question  before  you,  sir,  because,  as  I  said  yes- 
terday, it  being  out  of  order,  it  did  not  admit  of 
debate.  It  is  true,  the  question  is  now  a  little 
varied,  but  it  comes  to  the  same  thing;  for,  i: 
TOie  in  favOT  ot  iL  we  must  vote  contrary 
solemn  decision  of  this  very  Conimitiee.  What 
I  wish  to  observe,  sir,  is  in  reply  to  the  member 
from  New  Hampshire,  who  seemed  dissatisfied 
with  my  ideas  of  order  j  and  to  make  one  remark 
on  what  the  membn  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Ahgs]  said,  as  to  truth  being  his  aim.  As  to  the 
point  of  order,  it  must  be  most  evident  that  it  is 
to  no  purpose  to  put  a  questioQ  in  a  Committee 
of  the  Wnole,  if,  when  the  sense  of  the  Commit- 
tee has  been  taken,  another  qnesti<Hi  may  be  pro- 
posed, which  may  lead  to  a  decision  directly  con- 
trary to  that  before  made:  but  the  gentleman  tells 
as  tjiat  the  Committee  were  taken  in;  that  they 
began,  too,  at  the  wrong  end;  but  surely,  sir,  this 
cannot  be  said,  for  the  blank  in  the  sixteenth  line 
was  not  filled  up  till  after  solemn  debate;  and  it 
was  generally  understood,  that  by  filling  it  up,  we 
ahould  fix  the  {vineiple  of  the  bill.  On  that  ques- 
tion, the  ratio  of  one  for  thirty  thousand  was  esta- 
blished, and  applied  in  a  clause  respecting  South 
Carolina  in  sucn  a  manner  as,  without  inconsist- 
ency, must  lead  the  Committee  to  fill  up  the  blanks 
now  under  consideration.  But,  sir,  if  such  de- 
hating  as  is  contended  for  be  allowable  when  can 
the  miiiness  before  ns  be  finished?  How  many 
amendments  of  this  sort  may  not  be  proposed? 
Is  it  not  sufilcieot  for  gentlemen  to  vote  against  i 
the  motion,  if  diey  dislike  it,  and  then,  in  the  House, 
where  they  will  nave  a  right  to  be  heard,  to  pro- 
■    H>ta1  There,  if  they  can 


convince  the  House  that  the  Comwittae  weiv  in 
an  error,  they  may  correct  it;  bul  surely,  air,  the 
Committee  cannot  now.  without  viols^mg  orde^ 
and  being  char;^  witn  a  great  ineoosisteacy, 
agree  to  me  motion  before  you.  Truth  is  my  aim, 
said  the  member  from  Massachusetts;  it  is  mim 
as  much  as  his:  but,  without  pretending  to  derak 
whether  his  construction  of  the  Constitutitm  is 
right  or  not,  I  will  ask  hitn,  how  are  we  to  anive 
at  the  truth  we  now  aim  at?  That  is,  how  fii^ 
the  numbers  to  be  inserted  in  the  blanks,  if  hia 
construction  be  rightl  For,  according  to  that  con- 
struction, we  must  apply  the  ratio  to  the  whole 
Federal  number  of  the  United  StatM,  before  we 
can  find  the  number  of  Repteaentattvea  for  any 
one  State;  and  can  this  be  dtrne  till  South  Caro- 
lina has  made  the  return  of  her  census?  And  if 
this  construction  be  right,  may  not  South  Caro- 
lina, if  it  be  the  interest  of  tluit  State  to  retain 
its  present  representation^  keep  back  that  retmnf 
This  construction,  then,  is  attended  with  an  insn- 
perable  difficulty,  and,  indeed,  I  think  with  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  MadiboN,]  was  never  thought  of 
till  l^ely  within  this  House.  Our  constituent* 
put  the  construction  which  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  and  of  the  House  have  hitherto  nut  on 
the  Constitution;  and  several  States  have  snown, 
by  their  acts,  that  their  c<Histnictton  is  the  sante. 
Mr.  ViNiNO  said,  if  by  consolidation  is  meant  a 
consolidation  of  interests,  he  gloried  in  the  idea; 
but  if  a  consolidation  of  States  is  intended,  he  was 
opposed  to  such  an  idea  as  much  as  any  member 
on  the  floor.  Adverting  to  Mr.  Fihdlee'8  idea  of 
local  interests  being  repiesented,  he  contended  he 
had  given  up  the  contest;  for  if  the  gentleman  is 
sineere,  he  must  concede  that  the  proposition  now 
under  ctmsidetation,  more  perfectly  accorded  with 
that  idea  than  his  own.  Virginia,  represented  as 
Delaware,  would  have  but  about  ten  roemben: 
are  the  local  interests,  then,  of  Delaware,  repre- 
sented by  one  member,  when  Virginia  is  repre- 
sented by  twenty-Mie? 

Mr.  Murray  noped  that  number  would  not  be 
inserted.  It,  however,  the  motion  were  carried, 
he  wished  its  friends  would,  if  consistent  with 
order,  amend  the  preliminary  section  d  the  bill, 
by  inserting  the  principle  under  which  this  mo- 
tion is  made.  The  principle  is,  that  the  ratio  <3i 
thirty  thousand  is  to  be  applied  to  the  a^iregate 
nmnner  of  the  Continent,  and  not  to  the  aggregate 
number  of  each  Slate.  He  could  not  on  tbe  full- 
est and  most  liberal  reflection,  give  nia  assent  la 
such  a  principle;  but  observeo,  that  at  all  eventa 
some  principle,  whatever  it  might  be,  ought  to 
show  tnat  the  vote  of  the  House  was  regulated  by 
ule,  rather  than  by  expedience.  On  a  question  ao 
important  as  that  of  I^presuitation,  the  measure 
agreed  to  ought  to  resiut  from  some  established 
piincifde.  J^  the  bill  a<m  stands,  it  will  Wfeu 
altc^ether  arbitrary;  and  rights  ia  which  ulare 
concerned,  seem  to  flow  more  from  grace,  and  the 
strength  of  a  majority,  than  a  settleid  system.  If 
there  is  a  principle  in  the  bill,  it  is  to  be  disco- 
~'~  provisions;  whereas,  on  such 


neU"' 


d.  to  pro-   a  subject,  its  light,  destined  to  guide  the  under- 
tuey  can  standing,  ought  to  be  steady  and  apparent,  xsi 
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not  glimmai  dimlj  throagk  the  inuicate  wind- 
ings of  Twrious  provisioDs.  These  ought  to  hare 
been  oatural  ccHicluskiiUi,  teaulting  from  the  j^iin- 
ci|deT  rather  than  the  sonTces  from  which  it  is  to 
be  iaif«TTed.  It  oaght  to  bare  been  settled  as  soon 
■S'  the  bill  came  in,  and  before  a  Tot«  indicatiTe  of 
it  had  been  moTed.  As  the  whole  of  this  subject 
had  been  hitherto  completely  sifted,  he  would 
make  but  one  or  two  remarlis.  The  fr&mers  of 
the  Constitntion  could  never  hare  thoiwht  of  this 
mode  of  applying  a  ratio.  All  the  guards  in  favor 
of  State  Governments,  show  that  the  States  were 
Tiewed  respectively  and  severally.  The  laws  rela- 
tive to  elections  are  entirely^  and  exclusively  in 
the  hands  of  the  States.  Had  the  Convention  in- 
tended the  a^regate  of  the  whole,  and  not  of 
States,  should  oe  the  object  of  apportionment  by 
ratio,  they  would  have  kept  the  election  law  in 
the  hands  of  Congress;  they  would  have  empow- 
ered Confess  to  divide  the  Contineol  into  dis- 
tricts. If  New  tlami»hire  has  five  members  here, 
and  her  aggregate  divided  by  thirty  thousand  would 
Eive  her  hut  four,  (which  is  the  case,)  she  will 
have  an  undue  influence  on  this  floor;  as  the  weight 
and  power  that  any  State  has  here,  ought  to  be 
but  equal  to  her  numbers.    It  has  been  lud  down 


I  doctrine  here,  that  every  member  repre 
me  whole.  He  could  not  comprehend  the 
of  that  position  in  the  use  and  latitude  in  which 


it  was  applied.  He  would  not  annex  any  mean- 
ing to  tneoretieal  truths,  which  did  not  admit  of 
a  wholesome  practice.  A  member  here  represents 
his  constituents;  be  legislates  for  the  whole.  The 
peoide  whose  rights  and  interests  are  the  subject 
of  fegislation.  are  a  whole;  from  their  unity  of 
interests,  and  from  their  onion  of  Government, 
results  Uie  ffcrneral  dn^  of  the  Representative. 
His  responsioility  to  his  own  circle  of  constitn- 
enta,  is  on  his  duty  discharged  or  neglected  to  the 
whole;  because  the  true  good  of  the  several  parts 
consists  in  the  general  prosperity  of  the  whole. 
Where  a  member  represents  one  district,  he  meant 
to  give,  and  show  a  truth,  on  the  use  of  which 
alone  he  could  conceive  a  practical  operation  to 
the  principle  of  responsibility  could  be  obtained. 
Any  other  idea  of  responsibility  which  he  had 
ever  heard,  was  too  r^ned  for  eommoa  use.  If 
a  member  from  one  part  of  the  Union  is  to  be  the 
Representative  of  a  part  which  does  not  elect  him, 
agreeably  to  this  fractional  doctrine,  he  cannot  be 
held  in  check  or  control  by  them;  and  the  very 
reason  that  may  make  him  hateful  to  them,  may 
ingratiate  him  among  those  from  whom  he  actu- 
ally comes.  Instead  ot  cementing  confidence,  such 
a  predominance  ^iven  any  one  Euate,  beyond  what 
M  immbers  entitle  her  to,  will  sow  discord  and 
jealousy.  He  had  an  amendment  ready  to  offer, 
which  was,  to  strike  out  the  words  "within  the 
several  States,"  and  to  insert  these  words:  "agree- 
ably to  a  ratio  of  one  member  for  every  thirty 
thouiand."  He  would  vote  against  the  motion, 
and  aeainst  the  principle  on  irtiich  it  was  found- 
ed, which,  thougn  not  specified  in  the  hill,  was  ob- 
vions,  and  take  the  liberty  of  moving  hit  amend- 
ment, if  the  motion  now  before  the  Committee 
&iled,  which  he  hoped  wonld  be  the  case. 


Mr.  BounwoT  said,  he  contd  have  wished  that, 
as  the  House  had  gone  into  a  Cinnmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  gentleman  [Mr.  MiiBaAvl  had  brought 
forward  a  proposition,  as  he  is  abundantly  able  to 


proposition,  and  justified  its  friends  from  the  charge 
of  mconsistency.  He  had  been  in  favor  of  forty 
thousand;  if  (tut  had  been  agreed  to,  be  shonld 
have  applied  it  as  it  is  now  proposed  in  respect  to 
thirty  thousand.  He  rejdied  to  several  objections, 
by  explaining  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Bbnsoh  moved  an  amendment  as  a  substi- 
tute for  Mr.  ViMiNo's  proposition,  expressly  ap- 
portioning the  representation  on  the  aggr^rate 
number  oT  the  people  of  the  United  States.  This 
he  moved  in  conformity  to  the  idea  of  Mr.  Mun- 
aar,  who  contended  that  there  was  no  principle 
in  the  bill. 

Mr.  ViMma,  on  this,  withdrew  his  proposition. 

The  debate  was  continued  on  Mr.  Benson's 
motion,  and  was  finally  negatived— 33  to  24. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  had  leave  to  ait 
again. 

FainaT,  February  17. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Memorial  from  D.  L.  Morell,  of  the  I^and  of 
St.  Domingo,  suggestinga  plan  for  the  civilization 
of  the  Indians;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  Aeaolaed, 
That  it  be  a  Standing  Order  of  this  House  that, 
whenever  confidential  communications  are  receiv- 
ed from  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  the 
House  shall  be  cleared  of  all  persons  except  the 
members  and  the  Clerk,  and  so  continue  during 
the  reading  of  such  communications,  and  during 
all  debates  and  proceedings  to  be  bad  thereon.  Ana 
that,  when  the  Sfbaebr,  or  any  other  member, 
shall  inform  the  House  that  be  has  communica- 
tions to  make,  which  he  conceives  ought  to  be 
kept  secret,  the  House  shall,  in  like  manner,  be 
cleared  till  the  communication  be  made ;  the  House 
shall  then  determine  whether  the  matter  commn- 
nicated  requires  secrecy  or  not,  and  take  order  ac- 
cordingly. 

APPOHnONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  intoa  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  an  Appor- 
tionment of  Representatives  among  the  several 
States  according  to  the  first  Enumeration;  and 
mwking  provision  for  another  Enumeration,  and 
an  Apportionment  of  Representatives  thereon,  to 
compose  the  Honse  of  ReiHesentatiTes,  after  the 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven;  and  after  some  lime  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Pbidat,  February  80. 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  sundry  merchants 

of  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina,  engaged  in  com- 


IflBTOBT  OP  OONOHHM. 
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CMKe,  preriouB  to  Ae  lB*e  RievAlmien,  was  pr e- 
MAtH  to  ihe  House  uid  i«ad,  stating  tiie  pMiuiftr 
hBrdshipa  norier  viiich  they  MmTfrom  tlie  tWD- 
Atd  eauxes  of  Ihe  operatim  of  the  foortb  artJele 
or  tbe  Definitire  Trtaty  (^  Peace,  Bad  so  much 
vt  fte  act  of  CoBgresa  tor  fandiDg  the  public 
4tbt,  as  Rdeems  the  old  CoatmetttaJ  money,  at 
Ihe  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  thereof,  tor 
Mlat  specie;  the  fonner  reqalring  them  to  par 
iheii  British  deMs'  in  stetUn^  moaey,  with  fuJt 
iBterent  to  the  present  time,  and  the  latter  deprir- 
i^  them  of  alihope  of  iodemnity,  from  the  effeois 
M  depreeiatioB  and  teftder  laws,  (o  which  they 
mre  expooed  during  &e  war,  and  praying  relief. 
RderrM  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoose 
on  the  state  of  the  Uffian. 

APPObTIONilENT  BILL. 

The  House  sfain  resohed  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whde  House  on  tlie  bill  for  an  Ap- 
Cionment  i7f  Representatires  among  the  several 
ea,  according  to  the  Crst  Enumeration,  and 
ttiaking  prov»ian  fbr  another  Enumeralion,  and 
an  Apportionment  of  RepresentatiTes,  after  the 
third  day  of  March,  one  uousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-serefi." 

Mr.  Bbhet  moved  that  the  third  and  fourth  sec- 
tions, which  provide  for  an  apporriifttmeilt  of  the 
representation  on  the  Second  Census,  Ac.  sfaotild 
be  struck  out.  This  motion  oceasicued  some 
bate  and  was  disBgreed  to. 

The  blank  for  the  ratio  of  represeHTalitni  on  lie 
Second  Census,  was  filled  with "ihirtythousand." 

The  bOI  was  then  reported  to  Ae  House  with 
the  amendments.  These  were  taken  into  conside- 
ration, and  severally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dayton  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  se- 
cond section,  which  provides  for  a  second  enmne- 
ration  in  five  years ;  and  called  the  yess  and  nays 
which  were  taken,  and  stood  as  follow : 

Yau'— Babwt  BmhwaU,  £lio  Boodmot,  Shearia- 
«knb  BoaiiK,  B^unia  Boqina,  AbnJkun  Cla:^  Jo- 
tttthan  DavtOB,  UTisboUa  Oilman,  BBnjunin  Goodbi 
Janws  BilUuHiM,  Phifip  Eay,  Aaron  KitchaD,  Auub 
Learnad,  Sanue)  LbermOTe,  Nathaniel  Niloa,  ComeU- 
ni  C.  SdtaonmakeT,  Joahna  Seney,  loael  Smith,  Jona- 
than StnrgiH,  Petci  6;lTciteT,  George  Thatcher,  Tba- 
mu  Tndwell,  Thomu  Tndoi  Tockei,  and  Alexander 
White-83. 

N«T>< — John  Baptist  Afhe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Wniiaoi  Findley,  Thomaa  Fltuimoni,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  WilUam  Bsrty  GTOve,  ThomM 
Hartley,  Daniel  Hiuer,  John  W.  KHtera,  John  Lbq- 
ranee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Jamea  MuliKHi,  Aitdrew 
Moore,  Pmderidc  AdguiniB  Middenhetg,  WiHim 
TaiM  Moiray,  Joiidi  Pwbit,  WUii«ti  Smiih,  Jofto 
Aerie,  fctnnel  StRTOIt,  HioMai  flmpMr,  Abntaam 
VanUa,  Moi  Vining,  Auhosy  Wa^Be,  and  TmuU 


Ml.  Stutv  renewed  his  mMion  4er  striking  out 
the  third  and  fourth  aectieas,  which  respeet  the 
ratio  of  representation  on  the  Second  Census,  and 
called  for  tne  yeas  and  nays ;  which  were  taken 
and  stood  as  follow : 

Tub. — Bobert  Bamw^  BHas  Bondiuot,  Shanda- 
■hsh  BoDiM,  Baqjamin  Bonme,  Abraham  Claik,Jft- 


naihan  Dayton,  NMwlu  Ott 
AnAww  &ttni,  Ju«e  Hiffltnnae,  Inad  Jacoba,  nib 
Key,  Aaron  KitchaB,  aumel  LiVMtDOBa,  Aadww  MoM^ 
Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Conriiiu  C.  "iilai  mwi 
Jcicnaah  fiRiilh,  b*«el  Snilh,  U- 


taSsMrr,  <J«i 
«iE«B,Petoi 


Tboma*  Tudor  Tuofar— «. 

NAii^-J(dm  Baptbt  Adie,  AbralMUn  Baldwni.  Eg- 
bert BenMm,  J*fan  Brown,  William  Findley,  titoa^t 
Filiainen*,  fiauuel  Griffin,  WUIiam  Banj  Groia, 
Thomu  Haitley,  Dsaiel  Hiuer,  John  W.  Kittoa, 
John  Laurence,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Hadiecti, 
Frederick  Auguatot  MuUenberg,  Winiam  Vans  Mm- 
raj,  Jonah  Parker,  William  Smith,  Samliel  StOTeK, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Tbomaa  Tredwell,  Abraham  Tenable, 
John  Vining,  Anthony  Wque,  Alexander  While,  and 
Francis  WiDis—ZS. 

On  filling  uj)  the  blank  in  the  fourth  section 
with  "  thirty  thousand,"  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
tahen  and  stood  thus : 

Yauf~^ohn  BaptMt  Aahe,  Abraham  Baldwim  Bg- 
b«K  Bensan,  Jshn  Brown,  William  Fiadlej,  TheSM 
FitHiMUU,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas  HarO^,  Dankl 
Hugor,  Philip  Key,  Jdm  Laonnca,  Nathaniel  Macoa, 
James  Madison,  Frederick  Angustus  Muhlenberg,  WO- 
liain  Tana  Mutbt,  John  Psge,  Josiah  Parker,  Corne- 
lius C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  Samuel  Steirefl, 
Thmnas  Surnpter,  Peter  Sylveiter,  Thomas  TVedweO, 
Thomas  Tndor  Tucker,  Abraham  Tenable,  John  Vln- 
ing,  Anttony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  and  Pmnds 
WiHia— 19. 

Natsj — Bobett  BantweU,  BUas  Bandtnet,  Rn^^ 
■hob  B«anie,  Beiriamin  Benme,  Abfafaam  OltA,  J^ 
nalhan  Da;lon,  NiebohaO^Dan,  Becgamin  OoodhMi 
KiAim  Ongg,  James  ITillhnaaii.  Inael  Jaeoba,  Aana 
KitrticM,  John  W.  Kitten,  Amaia  Leansd,  Samud 
LioonoM,  AOdnw  Mootb,  N«th«MM  NiIm,  I  iiMJsh 


■■d  O«0i«eThatdMi^SS. 

The  Other  anwndments  to  the  said  bill  were 
then  severally  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  Thnt  the  said  bill,  with  the  smend- 
1,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 


Mr.  LrvEBSORS  Uid  a  motion  on  the  table  to 
the  following  purport :  "That  a  commtttee  shotdd 
be  appointed  to  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  claim  on  the  e* 
late  of  General  Oreene,  so  as  that  the  said  est&Oc 
may  be  indemnified  from  the  claims  against  it,  by 
virtue  of  his  having  become  security  for  certain 
BontractorB,  who  lurnished  clothing  and  radons 
Co  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina." 

BBTTLSMENT  OF  CLAIUa 

The  Rouse  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  ^tmn 
(tf  certain  persons,  un^r  particolar  eircamstaneesi 
barred  by  the  limitatioBs  heretofore  estaWished— 
Mr.  W.  Smitb  in  the  Chair. 

The  object  of  this  bill  is,  to  admit  theclaimsoT 
such  officers,  soldiers,  artiSeers.  sailor^  and  ma> 
rine?,  as  may  hare  been  ineritaMy  precluded  from 
preseBling  them,  within  the  times  i»eMrH>ed  by 
the  or^inaniies  lA  the  late  Congress,  <lated  the  Si  I 
November,  1T85,  and  SM  July,  17S7. 
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EIi.«DS. 


Tha  CotODUttee  uraed  to  suadty  woeBdnMOta, 
which  were  reporWa.  The  Hcmse  adopted  sere- 
n\  of  them ;  olhen  vrere  proposed,  bat  not  deuded 
on.    Adjourned. 

TvEaDAT,  Febtuary  21. 

A  message  fioia  the  Senate,  inlbrmed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  dbagree  to  the  last,  and  agree  to 
all  the  other  ameadments  proposed  by  this  House 
to  the  bill  seat  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  end  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the 
officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies in  the  offices  both  of  Ptesideul  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident." The  Senate  have  also  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, jointly,  with  such  committee  as  shall  he 
appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  consider  and 
report  what  busmess  is  necessary  to  be  done  by 
Congress  in  the  present  session,  and  what  part  ctt 
Uie  business  now  depending  may,  without  great 
inconvenience,  be  postponed  to  ^e  next  session, 
thai  the  proceedings  may  be  so  regulated  as  to  close 
this  session  by  the  first  Tuesday  m  April  next. 

Mr.  GoonnoB,  Mr.  Wadswohth,  Mr.  Lin- 
SAMCE,  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Macon,  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House^  for  the 
purpose  expressed  in  the  message  from  the  Senate. 

ELECTION  OF  PBEaiDBNT,  fte. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  reconsider  their 
last  amendment,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to 
the  biU  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  re- 
lative to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  offi- 
cer who  shall  actas  President,  in  case  of  vacattcies 
in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent." Whereupon,  the  said  amendment  being 
read  as  follows : 

Strike  out  the  ninth  section  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

death,  nuBnation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  Prcaidant 
and  Vice  PreBdenl  of  the  UniUul  States  the  Prwident 
«f  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  end  in  case  there  ihall  be  no 
Preeident  of  the  Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  Ifae  Houu 
of  BepreMQlitiTBii,  for  the  lime  being,  ahall  *ct  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales,  nntil  the  diMbility  b«  ruuOT- 
ed,  or  a  Pnstdent  ihaD  be  elected." 

And  in  lien  thereof^  insert : 

-JitdteitJiiiika-waeUd,TiM,'me*Me<anniml, 
Awlh,  r-igflf  fi™,'"  i—Hlilyi  bnth  nf  »*>■  PiMrlmt  ■pil 
Vice  Prendent  of  the  United  Statea,  the  B»cM»aj  of 
Btals,  G»c  the  time  beins,  diaD  act  asPrMident  of  the 
UnUed  States,  until  the  diaabili^ 
udent  shall  be  elected." 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  qoeation  being  put, 
that  the  House  do  recede  from  the  slid  amead- 
ment— it  passed  in  theBffinnativa-~yeaa81,nays 
34,  as  follows: 

Tus^FidieT  Amos,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 


oved,  or  a  Pre- 


Fmdley,  Thomas  FibnuMM,  Sabddge  Oaaj 
tain  Qoodhne,  Thanws  Haitlej,  Jamee  ffiUhaa    . 
Ml  Batv,  bnd  Jaait>,  Philip  Kv,  Aaron  XilcMI, 


Be^a' 


WinW.l  , 

I,  William  Vans  MwayyNatliaBid  Nilwi 
Comalina  C.  achooBMakar,  Theodore  Sadgnnck.Iaiaal 
Smith,  William  SnuA,  Petor  SjrWcatai,  Tlwvai  Tvdor 
Tockci,  and  Jeremiah  Wadiwoith. 

Naii. — Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Brown,  Nicholas 
Gihnaa,  Swonel  Griffin,  WilUun  Btnj  (jiove,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  Jamas  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick 
AoguBtns  Mohlenberg.  John  Page,  Jonah  Parker,  Joahua 
liab  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stor- 
Snmpt«T,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tred- 


APPOHTIONKENT  BILL. 

An  aproned  bill  for  an  A^*'^^*^''''^'"  <^^^ 
piesentativw  among  tke  several  States,  aoctwding 
to  the  first  Buimtration,  and  making  proriHon  foe 
BBother  finameration,  and  an  Apportianneat  rf 
Seprewntwites  thereon,  to  compose  the  Hotua  of 
Represeatatiim,  after  the  third  dar  «f  Manh,  ana 
tbonsand  seven  hundred  and  uoety-saven.  was 
read  th*  third  tone,  and  the  blanhs  tboKift  SUad 
Of ;  and,  on- the  queation  ihu  the.  said  bill  do  paM, 
it  was  r«M>tvedinlbeaffinnatLTa~yea034,iiay« 
ia,aBfall<nn: 

TiAs.— Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert  Banmrell  Egbert 
Benaen,  Abraham  Clark,  WSiam  TmSaj,  Thwnas 
Pitaimatia,  Samnal  Griffin,  WAGam  Bart;  dove,  Tho- 
mas Ha^,  laraelJacoba,  FhUip  Kvr.  Jolm  W.  Kitx 
tare,  John  Laaranoe,  Nathaniel  Haton,  Jamw  hUi- 
aaa,  Andrew  Moore,  Pradniok  Aagnrtoa  MaUanbeq^ 
WiUiam  Vans  Hnrnr,  Jahn  F««o,  Joaiah  PaAw, 
Oonelins  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joahna  Beaay,  Witt*» 
Gteilb,  Samnel  Stsrcatt,  Thomas  Snut*^  P«|er  %I- 
TMi«,  Thomaa  TradWall,  Thomas  Tndai  Tndim, 
Abraham  Vanable,  John  Vining,  Antbony  Wajm^ 
Alexander  While,  Hugh  WilUaiasan,  aioid  Fiandp 
Willis. 

Nais'— Fisher  Ames,  Sbesjyuhub  Bontnc,  Bei^amin 
Baome,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Nicholai  Oilman,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  James  Hillhause,  Aaron  Kitdtell,  Amasa 
Learned,  Samnel  Livennofe,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  Israel  Smith,  Jonatitan  Storges,  Qearge 
Thatcher,  and  Jeremiah  WadsrrorA. 

SETTLEUJENT  OF  CLAIH& 

The  Honae  mtnned  the  consideraticm  c^  the 

amendmenta  reported   by  the  GommiHee  of  the 

Whole  House  yesterday, to  the  bill  proridingfor  the 

settlement  of  claims  of  pentms  nnder  particnlar 

circnmatanoea,  barred  by  the  Umitations  heretofore 

eaiaUished)  and  the  same  being  nad  was  agreed 

to.    The  said  biK  was  then  further  amended,  and, 

together  with  d>e  said  amendments,  ordered  to  be 

engrossed,  a»d  read  the  thitd  time  to-morrow. 

THE  MIUTIA  BILL. 

Tha  Houee  resolred  itae^  imo  a  Cownittea 

of  the  yVhoU  House  on  the  hill  more  effiMtnaUy 


an  tisaibim  M^lift  thnvghosi  liie  United  Statna. 
The  Snt  aeetioB  being;  read^ 

Hi.  Stdrom  aaidt  that  he  ooncaiTetl  mma 
ameidineul  was  neeeaiary  to  this  section.  It  ap- 
peafs  to  conaidet  the  mtlilia  of  the  aereml  StatM, 
aa  the  mililia  ot  (he  Union:;  wfaetma  the  Coiuti- 
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tntiOD  considen  it  u  belonging  to  the  respective 
States;  that  the  States  alone  ue  (o  say  at  what 
description  of  persons  the  militia  shall  consist,  and 
wh«  shall  be  exempt  from  militia  duty ;  Congress 
ha,Te  only  power  to  organize  ihem.  wheD  thus  de- 
signated. He  therefore  moved  that  the  section 
should  be  amended,  by  striking  out  the  clause, 
which  he  considered  as  iuvolTing  the  principle  he 
was  opposed  to. 

Mr.  Sbnet  observed,  that  the  consequence  of 
the  gentleman's  motion  would  be,  to  tender  the 
power  of  Congress  in  organizing,  arming,  and  dis- 
ciplining ^e  militia,  entirely  nugatory. 

Mr.  Barnwell  enlarged  on  the  ideas  su^ested 
by  Mr.  Senet. 

Mr.  LivBRMOBB  made  some  general  remarks  on 
the  terms  used  in  the  Constitution,  to  desi^ate 
the  power  of  Congress  in  respect  to  the  militia. 
He  contended  that  they  were  the  most  rague  and 
indefinite  that  could  possibly  have  been  adopted. 
He  agreed  substantially  with  Mr.  Stdroeb.  It  is 
the  militia  of  the  several  States  that  Congresa 
have  power  to  organize,  and  provide  a  mode  of 
discipline  for.  It  is  not  a  militia  to  be  formed,  or 
created — it  already  exists.  He  therefore  thought 
it  best  to  leave  it  to  the  respective  States  to  make 
their  own  militia  laws. 

Mr.  Babnvdll  observed,  that  the  consequence 
of  the  genileman's  proposition  would  be  a  total 
want  of  uniformilv  m  the  militia,  and  a  claahiug 
from  different  militia  systems.  That  it  was  in 
vain  to  expect  an  effective  militia,  except  Con- 
sress  should  exercise  the  powers  so  expressly  de- 
bated to  them  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  BoonmoT  observed,  that  from  the  experi- 
ence Congress  has  had  in  the  preceding  sessions, 
of  the  difficulties  attending  this  subject,  be  was 
fully  of  opinion  that  a  plan  of  conciliation  alone 
would  ever  procure  a  passage  IhrouKb  the  Legis- 
lature for  a  militia  bill.  He  adverted  (o  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  on  this  subject,  and  to  those  re- 
served to  the  States;  to  the  latter,  was  expressly 
reserved  the  power  of  appointing  the  officers,  and 
if  tbey  refuse  to  do  it,  there  is  no  power  in  Con- 
gress to  compel  ihem.  He  therefore  accorded  with 
tne  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Stchoeb] 
in  opinion  that  the  law  which  Congress  shall  pass, 
must  be  very  simple  in  its  construction,  and  refer 
to  as  few  objects  as  possible. 

Mr.  HiLLHOCBE  controverted  the  sentiments  ad- 
vanced by  Mr.  BoDBiNOT.  He  said  the  natural  in- 
ference was,  that  Congress  possesses  no  power  at  all 
in  the  case  ;  for,  if  what  that  gentleman  advances 
is  true,  no  provision  that  Coneress  can  possibly 
make  will  be  of  the  least  avaU.  He  contended 
that  Congress,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in 
them,  are  empowered  to  organize  the  militia,  to 
say  what  descriptions  ages,  &«.,  the  militia  shall 
consist  of;  to  form  Inem  mto  companies,  corps, 
regiments,  &c.;  and  that  when  this  is  done,  the 
Stales  are  to  appoint  the  officers;  for,  previous  to 
such  an  organization,  the  Stales  cannot  exercise 
the  power  of  appointing  the  officers.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  motion  would  not  be  agreed  to; 
but  that  the  Committee  would  proceed  in  the  mat- 
ter agreeable  to  the  expreis  powers  of  the  Con- 


1,  and  when  they  came  to  the  section  nuk- 
ing exemptions,  he  hoped  they  would  make  them 
on  a  very  liberal  scale,  that  the  militia  should 
consist  01  such  persons  as  would  be  capable  of 
tendering  service. 

Mr.  Wabbwobtb  opposed  the  motion.  He  ob- 
served that  the  subject  had  been  managed  in 
such  manner,  as  to  pare  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration, down  to  such  an  inadequate,  defective 
system,  thai  he  did  not  feel  much  interested  in  iti 
fate. '  Still  he  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail, for  he  considered  it  as  better  than  no  provi- 
sion at  all.  He  said  that  the  militia  of  the  several 
Stales  exbt  at  the  present  moment  more  by  gene- 
ral consent  of  the  persons  forming  them  in  the 
several  States,  than  in  consequence  of  any  laws 
of  the  particular  Stales.  The  people  in  several 
States  already  avow  the  sentmtent,  that  they 
think  that  Congress  alone  has  the  power  to  form 
the  militia. 

Mr.  Seoqwick  enlarged  on  the  ideas  of  Mr. 
Waobworth.  Hefurther  remarked  that  theamend- 
ment  proposed  would  operate  extremely  unequal, 
and  would  defeat  the  public  expectations  of  an 
efficient  military  defence,  such  an  one  as  was  et«- 
sistent  with  a  free  Government. 

Mr.  Sturqes  supported  his  motion.  He  was 
surprised  to  hear  gentlemen  express  their  appre- 
hensions that  we  should  have  no  militia  at  alt. 
Adverting  to  the  Constitution,  he  explained  what 
he  considered  the  meaning  of  organizing,  &e. 
It  simply  relates  to  formine,  arming,  and  arrang- 
ing in  a  particular  way,  those  materials  which 
are  furnished  by  the  militia  laws  of  the  several 
States.  In  reply  to  the  objections  derived  from 
the  inattention  and  aversion  of  the  States,  to  such 
requisitions  as  Congress  may  make,  he  said  it  was 
not  to  be  supposed  that  the  States  would  be  so  in- 
attentive to  the  means  of  their  own  preservation, 
as  to  neglect  their  duty  in  this  respecL 

Mr.  NiLEB  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  MoRRAT  observed,  that  in  no  particular 
point  of  view  was  the  people  to  be  considered  as 
united  for  a  general  purpose,  more  than  in  that  of 
the  general  defence.  The  militia,  contemplaled 
in  the  Constitution,  certainly  does  not  mean  an 
existing  militia;  for  many  of  the  States  have  no 
militia  nor  militialaws;  and  therefore  the  clause 
must  respect  a  mililia  lo  be  formed  or  created. 
He  enlarged  on  the  necessity  and  wisdom  of  die 
provision.  The  appointment  of  the  i^cers  he 
considered  as  being  properly  left  in  the  powet  of 
the  States. 

The  motion  was  n^tived. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  Fitzbihonb,  to  exempt  pet- 
sons  who  are  not  able  to  arm  and  equip  them- 
selves, ttom  any  penally  on  that  account,  while 
that  disability  continues,  occasioned  some  debate. 

Mr.  ScHPTEB  enteted  into  a  genetal  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  Hq  denied  Uiai  Congtess  had 
any  risht  to  iutetfere  with  the  regulations  of  the 
several  States  in  respect  to  their  militia;  their 
whole  power  respects  only  th^  calling  ^e  militia 
into  actual  service  in  cases  of  invasion,  insurrec- 
tion, or  rebellion ;  and  when  thus  called  into  ser- 
vioe,  they  may  provide  for  the  organizing  Mid  bp- 
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ranging  them  is  companies,  cOTj^  and  bkttalkau . 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  t£e  Qcnenl  GovemiD<BDt  then 
to  provide  them  with  the  means  of  defence;  but 
they  have  no  right  to  say  that  the  militia,  preTi- 
oos  to  being  thus  called  out,  shall  be  at  the  ex- 
peaae  of  arminf  themselves.  He  hoped  the  bill 
TTOuId  take  a  aifferent  direction,  and  that  Con- 
gress would  not  ao  far  interfere  in  this  business  as 
to  designate  the  persons  who  shall  bear  arms,'  and 
to  say  how  they  shall  be  armed.  It  seems  to  be 
the  opinion  of  some  gentlemen,  according  to  the 
observations  which  nave  fallen  from  them,  that 
the  militia  service  shall  be  imposed  on  a  compa- 
ratively small  part  of  the  citizens ;  and  this  ine- 
quality is  to  be  increased  by  obliging  those  per- 
sons to  be  at  the  expense  of  annmg  themselves. 
He  hoped  thatsuch  injustice  would  not  take  place. 

Mr.  NiLEs,  adverting  to  the  Constitution,  ob- 
served, that  it  appeared  to  him  that  a  provision 
for  arming  the  militia  was  reserved  to  the  States, 
BO  far  as  it  respects  the  common  defence.  He 
considered  the  requisition  in  the  UU  as  operating 
like  a  capitation  tax  ;  and  this  species  or  tax,  he 
observed,  was  to  be  assessed  only  in  a  certain  way, 
a^eeably  to  a  tnrticular  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tioQ.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  clause  in 
the  bill  which  contained  this  provision  ibr  arming, 
abotild  be  struck  out. 

This  motion  was  ne^tived. 

Mr.  PiTzBiMONs  withdrew  his  motion,  which 

g'ovided  for  a  certificate  from  two  Justices  of  the 
eace.  to  admit  a  subetitute,  which  provides  that 
they  shall  be  excused,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
commissioned  officers  to  whose  company  they  be- 
long, they  ate  not  able  to  furnish  themselves. 
Tnis  substitute  was  adopted. 
Mr.  KiTCHELL  moved  that  the  clause  should  be 


struck  out,  which  provides  thai  thecalibres  of  the 
gups  should  be  of  one  bore.  He  observed  that 
this  provision  was  unnecessary,  and  in  fact  impos- 
siUe  to  be  complied  with. 

Mr.  SoMPTEB  asked  what  was  to  be  done  with 
the  arms  which  the  militia  now  have  in  their 
hands.  Are  they  to  be  thrown  away?  Besides, 
he  thought  the  provision  inconsistent  with  theac- 
tuftl  state  of  rhe  military  force  of  the  country,  the 
laws  for  the  r«anlation  of  which  contemplate  the 
mrolment  of  rinemen  among  the  regular  forces  of 
the  country.  Adverting  to  the  expense  which 
would  attend  this  provision,  he  observed  it  was 
almost  totally  impracticable  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
cution. He  hoped  it  would  not  be  agreed  to,  as 
it  would  involve  an  enormous  and  unnecessary 

Mr.  MuRSAT  offered  some  similar  remarks.  He 
did  not  conceive  that  the  excellency  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States  consisted  in  their  being  armed 
all  with  muskets  of  the  same  bore.  He  did  not 
consider  the  bill  in  the  light  that  some  gentlemen 
appeared  to  do.  It  was,  in  nis  opinion,  merely  a  pro- 
vision to  keep  alive  a  military  germ  that  shaD, 
when  occasion  calls,  spring  up,  and  diffuse  its  in- 
fluence among  the  people  in  such  maimer  as  to 
furnish  the  most  competent  means  of  defence. 

_Mr.  Wadbvorth  objected  to  the  motion.  He 
nid  this  waa  one  of  the  very  few  good  regaladoiu 


left  in  the  bill  and  to  strike  out  this  would  render 
the  militia  a  fallacious  source  of  defence,  and  cf- 
fectualh^  destroy  every  idet  of  uniformity. 

Mr.  Kitchell's  motion  was  negatived. 

The  motion  to  expunge  the  exemptions  was  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Dayton. 


lupport  of  the  exempticou. 
Mr.  Dayton  said,  it  appeared  to  him  a 
able  to  exempt  persons  from  militia  duty,  and 
from  paying  an  equivalent  too,  who,  from  their 
station  in  liie,are  best  qualified  to  pay  those  equi- 
valents.   It  appeared  to  him  to  be  unjust  and  im< 

Mr.  J.  SMfTH  opposed  the  motion-  He  observed 
that  the  experience  of  the  Eastern  States,  where 
the  militia  is  on  at  least  as  respectable  a  footing 
as  in  any  pert  of  the  Union,  was  against  the  spirit 
of  the  motion.  There  various  exemptioiu  are 
made,  and  the  prejudices  of  the  people  are  in  favor 


of  the  practice.    Man ^  exemptions  are  necessaiy, 

— J -'■aracters  in  society  caimot.and  ought 

opelled  to  bear  arms — Minister 


and  many  characters 


the  Qospel,  oc.    To  combat  these  prejudices, 
would  be  little  better  than  attacking  a  windmill. 
Several  other  gentlemen  spoke  on  the  subject. 
The  motion  was  finally  negatived. 
The  third  section  being  read- 
Mr.  J.  SMrrn  moved  that  these  words,  after  the 
word  "  companies,"  "  in  such  manner  as  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  shall  see  proper  to  di- 
rect," should  be  struck  out.     He  observed,  that,  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  by  the 
Constitution,  no  command  over  the  militia  till 
they  are  called  into  actual  service,  he  cannot,  with 
any  propriety,  be  invested  with  this  power.    It 
Ues  with  the  Lef^islatures  of  the  several  States  to 
make  the  provision  requisite  in  this  case."    The 
Executives  of  the  several  States  must  be  more 
competent  to  determine  the  number  of  raiments, 
&c^  into  which  their  respective  militia  should  be 
divided. - 

Mr.  Ladbanob  said,  the  Constitution,  by  invest- 
ing Congress  with  the  power  of  o^anizing  the 
muitia,  appears  necessarily  to  have  mcludMl  the 
power  in  question. 
Mr.  LivEBHORB  said,  he  was  in  favoT  of  striking 
It  the  words,  oa  two  accounts.   He  did  not  know 
how  the  power  could  be  exercised,  and  he  was  op- 
posed to  retaining  phrases  which,  however  aouaa- 
"ig  and  pompous  they  may  be,  contained  no  mean- 
ig.    This  he  conceived  to  be  the  case  in  respect 
>  the  words  in  question.    They  propose  to  invest 
power  in  the  I^esident,  which  I  do  not  see  how 
he  can  exercise ;  or,  if  he  can,  certainly  not  with 
so  much  propriety  as  the  Legislatures  of  the  seve- 
-il  States. 

Mr.  HiLLBDDSE  was  opposed  to  striking  out  the 
words.  He  said  he  could  conceive  of  no  disad- 
antage  which  would  result  from  fpving  the  Pre- 
ident  the  power  of  inwking  a  nnifonu  arrange- 
ment of  the  militia.  It  appeared  to  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  his  being  able  to  determine  how  to  cut 
them  into  service,  should  public  exigencies  re- 
quiie  it,  in  such  proportions  and  drafts  as  shall  be 
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mOM  etuisl  to  the  people,  aad  mott  cqnduetTe  to 
tbe  pumic  sen  ice. 

Mr.  Paoe  ofaaeired,  that  it  appeared  oecessary 
to  retain  the  claiue,  in  otdtt  to  effecxing  the  ob- 
wet  of  uniibnnity  ;  for,  if  the  power  is  iavested  ia 
fifteen  different  bodies  or  ijjdividuals,  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  they  wiUevei  a^ee  in  one  uniform 
plut.  Nor  did  he  cooceiv«  that  this  regulation 
would,  in  the  leaat,  interfere  with  the  eBsential 
powers  of  the  severai  States.  He  was  a>  much 
avoTsa  as  any  man  from  abridgisg  any  of  the  pow- 
eisof  the  aeveiai  States, but  this  regulation  woold 
not  inteifere  with  those  powers  in  any  mannty 
whatever. 

Mr.  Sensv  was  in  favor  of  striking  out.  H« 
tbougfal  it  was  a  sufficient  reason  to  reject  the 
clause,  but  the  Presidant  could  wM  be  si^potedso 
oompMeat  to  the  busineBs  a«  the  authonty  of  the 
atmal  Statea. 

Mr.  Sdmptbb  was  in  &i*or  of  striking  out.  The 
■cope  of  his  obeervalions  was,  that  ttie  United 
State*  hare  power  only  to  >ay  bow  the  miUtia 
shall  be  oigamzad,  bat  it  mast  bo  left  to  the  seve- 
lal  States  to  oairy  the  jjan  into  execution. 

lb.  L^DBANca  stated  the  difficulties  w4iich 
would  result  from  the  waat  of  unifotBtity,  in  case 
of  the  militia  beii^  called  into  actual  service. 

Mr.  NiLEs  (riMerved,  that  the  rahUiTe  bounda- 


tates,  and  districts,  rendered  the 
rmitr  eorrfended  for  inqiracticabU,  and.  there- 
fore the  tJauae  is  nugatoiy.    A  great  variety,  as 


>  ninnbMs,  in  the  companies  Md  regiraents  of 
the  Continental  Amy,  actually  ezialed  dnrug  the 
late  war,  and  yet  no  difioiilty  ocoomtd  bocD.  that 
circumstance. 

The  motion  for  strikii^  OM  wae  caaried. 

It  was  then  moved  10  insatt:  "  la  such  manner 
a*  the  Lagulabjfes  (^  the  respactive  States  shall 
diiect."    This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GiLHAK  moved  chat  the  clause  inthe  fourth 
seetioii,  whieh  provides  that  tbeaid* shall  be lakan 
from  the  line,  and  the  words  "witlL  th«  rank  of 
Major"  should  be  slruck  out.  He  observed,  that, 
in  Uie  r^ular  serviee,  on  the  {mneqtlH  of  econo- 
my, thia  annngement  lakes  place;  but  be  con- 
ceived this  woiud  be  uaneeeesaty  in  the  miHtia,  if 
not  injurious  to  the  service. 

Tbu  ameadnent  was  asMad  to. 

The  aiztb  section^ whina  speeifiestbe  tines  of 
mwleiinff  ^ul  training,  the  militia,  My<  that  the 
utiUery,  light  intiuury,  troops  of  bona,  Ac,  shall 
randesvouB  four  times  a^year,  and  the.  rcstof  (he 
roiUtia  twice  a  year. 

Mr.  J.  9h FFK  rose  to  inqcue  tbe  reasoo'  of  the 
difilinetioa  between  tbe  companies. 

Mr.  Bahhwbll  movad  to  add  a  proviso^  astho- 
riziiw  the  States  to  pass  laws  enjoiiuBf  nunstet 
as  often  as  Ihey  may  see  proper. 

Mr.  BtwMHOT  answered  Au-.  J.  GbnvB'sinquity. 
He  said  the  object  was  to  form  a  Bwiaiy  or  offi- 
eers'foT  the  muilia,  whenever  dataohmenta  i 
be  Btaidanlf  called  into  actual  service. 

Ui.  J.  Shttb  objected  to  Mr.  Babm will's  pso- 
«iso.  He  conceived  that  the  StUes  already  fully 
poasened  this  power. 

The  proviso,  aftar  fnrtlie^  dqbats,  was  d 


iLved,  and  the  Connitlee  ioi%  and  the  Hoaaa 
a4iounied. 

WBDiresoAT,  February  22. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  settlement 
of  the  claims  of  persons  under  paiticulai  circum- 
stances, barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  esta- 
blished, was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  PiTzemoKs,  from  the  cMnmiciee  to  whom 

ere  referred  the  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  eighth  of  this  month, 
and  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  ac- 
companying the  same,  tc^;ether  with  an  account  of 
John  Brown  Cuttiiig,  against  tbe  United  States, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
"  ton  the  table. 

The  SpsAEGH  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  accompanyinga  copj 
of  the  laws  adopted  and  puhlbhed  by  the  Govemoa 
and  Judgesof  the  territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohioi 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

nroEMwrnf  to  obn.  greene's  estate. 

Qn  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 

)  come  to  tbe  following  resolution: 

"  Wbeieu  the  late  Msjor  G«nenl  NaihauM)  Onens) 

1  the  eighth  day  of  April,  one  (houssnil  smen  huudnd 
and  eightf-three,  ^ib  more  efiectuslly  to  procure  ratiaos 
snd  sopplies  for  du  Soutbeni  Annj  of  tbe  United 
Ststoi,  became  bound  «■  (ujety  for  John  Banks  ind 
Conpany  to  Neweomen  snd  CoUet,  merchanta  in 
Charleston,  for  the  payment  of  eight  thousand  atrta 
hundred  and  forty^lhree  povmda,  fitteen  ihilliiigi  and 
nipence,  sterling  money,  being  t'  '"'         '      " 

"  And  whereas,  on  the  fiiM  Aay  of  May,  o 
•even  hnndred  wd  eighty-«ii,  the  balanee  irf'  principal 
and  BMerea*  of  laid  bond,  being  then  eight  thoiiMnd  lia 
hnndred  aad  •igh^..eiglM  pennd*  ali  ahillinga  storUnb 
vnwMidby  theaudaaMtdOnsiiB:  Ttuvefbre, 

"  iUtoletd,  That  the  United  States  ahall  iaima/^ 
the  estate  of  tka  aaid'fiencral  Greene  for  (bs  *eid  anm 
last  meMioaed,  and  tbe  inlerest  ihoreof .-  Prvaitd,  TIm 
EiecutMs  of  (he  said  Oeoeiel  Gieene  riiall  account  tat 
a  mm,  being  about  two  thousand  poonds,  be  the  eaiae 
mora  or  leas,  received  of  John  Ferrie.  one  of  the  part- 
nera  of  the  said  Beaks  and  Company,  to  be  in  part  of 
tbe  Indemnification  aJbreaAid ;  and  also  ahall  make  ovcri 
for  the  use  of  the  United  Statea,  all  mortgagee,  bnida, 
eovenuite,  or  other  coonter^ecarities  whalaoever,  now 
due,  which  wera  obtained  by  tbe  aaid  Gennral  Greene 
in  his  lifetime,  Irom  the  said  Banks  and  Company,  on 
aeconnt  of  his  being  enrety  for  them  aa  afbreaaid,  to  be 
aned  for  in  (be  name  of  die  and  eMcntata,  for  (he  nae 
of  die  United  States:" 

Ordered,  That  the  saidresototionbecommittad 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  immediately. 

The  House  accordinely  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  said  reso- 
lution; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

TauaaoAV,  February  23. 

Mr.  BosMNOT,  from  the  conunittes  to  whmn 

ware  refened  sna&y 'petitions  oi  the  tanners  ttf 
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N«w  York,  New  Jersey,  mod  PeDnsylrania,  made 
a  repoTt ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  making  farther  and  more  eSectual  prari- 
sionfor  the  protection  ofihe  frontiers  of  the  United 


CNPAID  BALANCES. 

On  motion  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  fol- 
lowiitg  resolution: 

"  Saohtd,  That  the  Secntuy  of  the  Trcuiuy  canw 
to  be  laid  bafoce  thia  Houmi  a  statement  of  the  balanoes 
T— mining  unpaid,  if  nxj,  which  msj  b**e  been  dae  bj 
indiTiduals  to  the  United  8ule*  preriouB  to  the  fourth 
iaj  of  Marchi  one  tboueand  asven  hundred  and  eighly- 
nine,  uid  whether  anj,  and  what,  stqia  have  been  taken 
Is  recover  the  same )  and  also  a  etatenieiit  of  the  nrndry 
SUDS  cf  pablic  money  which  may  have  been  intnuted 
to  iDdividoala,  pievioui  to  the  laid  foorth  day  of  March, 
one  thouMnd  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  end  have 
nM  been  aoconnted  for :" 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  said  reso- 
lution be  committed;  and,  on  the  question  for 
commitment, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  31, 
nays  27,  as  follows : 

YiAS. — Fiiher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldnin,  Bobert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shoaijaahub 
Bourne,  Benjainin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  William  Findlej,  Thamas  Fitxsiinons,  Benja- 
min Goodhue.  Andrew  Gregg,  Thatnu  Harttcy.  Daiuel 
Heiiter.  James  Hillhoose,  Danial  Hugei,  Isiael  Jacaibs, 
John  W.  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Livermore, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Ster- 
ratt,  Jonathan  Slurges,  Peter  Sylvester,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  AuthonyWayne,  and  Francis  WDlia. 

Nils. — John  Baptiat  Ashe,  John  Brown,  Elbridge 
Qerry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  William  Barry  Grove,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Rii^ianl  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel 
Nilea,  John  Page,  Joaiah  Parker,  Comehus  C.  Schoon- 
maker,  Joshua  i^ney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George  Thatcher,  Tho- 
mas Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Vena- 
Ue,  J<din  Vining,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  WU- 


Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  committed 
to  Mr.  BooDiHOT,  Mr.  Davtok,  Mr.  Oerrt,  Mr. 
SurrB,  of  New  Hampshire,  aiid  Mr.  Boubhb,  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Asainst  the  resolution,  as  originally^  proposed 
by  Mr.  Macor,  it  was  objected  that  it  was  in- 
formal; that  the  law  instituting  the  Treasury  De- 
partmeiit  had  tnade  every  competent  provision  in 
the  case;  that  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  was 

Jirticnlarlv  designated;  and  that,  if  he  has  been 
eficient,  tne  proper  mode  would  be  to  call  him  to 
an  account,  and  if  found  remiss  be  should  be  im- 
peached. The  resolution  contained  an  imputation 
00  that  officer,  and  yet  no  gentleman  had  come 
foiwacd  with  any  direct  charges  against  him.  It 
was  further  said,  that  information  had  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Comptroller  on  this  subject;  that 
SdCOK.— IS 


a  comfdiaace  with  the  resolution  would  operate 
against  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 

The  officers  of  the  Treasury  are  proceeding  in 
this  business ;  no  charge  of  remissness  has  been 
adduced;  they  have  already  made  greater  pro- 
gress in  settling  the  old  accounts,  since  the  new 
Government  came  into  operation,  than  had  been 
done  in  many  years  previous  thereto;  and  their 
ioTEsiigations  receive  qo  interruption  but  w^ 
arises  from  the  more  important  business  of  the 
present  Oovemment. 

It  was  inquired  what  would  be  the  eSect  of  this 
resolution.  It  would  bring  forward  one  thousand 
or  flfleen  hundred  names  of  persons  apparently 
debtors  to  the  United  Slates  ^  but  the  prii>ci^ 
part  of  whom  were  either  creditors,  or  did^not  owe 
the  public  one  fanbing.  What  is  intended  to  be 
done  as  a  consequence  of  this  disclosure?  Is  it 
designed  that  suits  shall  be  instituted  against  these 
persons'?  That  would  induce  an  unproductive 
expense  to  an  amount  which  cannot  now  be  esti- 
mated. The  Comptroller  b  empowered  by  law  to 
sue  every  delinquent;  but  is  he  to  exercise  no 
discretion  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty?  It  had 
been  stated^  as  a  reason  for  adopting  the  resolu- 
tion, that  Its  object  was  to  ascertain  to  what 
amount  these  balances,  if  any,  would  supercede 
the  necessity  of  additional  taxes;  but,  it  was  asked, 
would  the  Oiorernment  be  justified  in  assessing 
one  farthing  less  on  account  of  these  balances, 
which  must  be  considered  in  a  great  measure  as 
fictitious?  It  was  further  said,  that  it  was  utterly 
impossible  for  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  make 
out  the  statement  in  question  during  the  present 
session. 

In  support  of  the  resolution,  it  was  said  that  it 
did  not  imply,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  any 
imputation  against  the  Comptroller— the  House 
has  undoubtedly  a  right  to  call  on  any  of  its  offi- 
cers for  information.  It  is  an  opinion  abroad,  that 
there  are  large  sums  due  from  individuals,  and  the 
public  has  a  right  to  be  satisfied  tbat  the  proper 
steps  have  been  taken  to  recover  those  sums. 
Those  steps  may  have  been  pursued,  but  it  is  not 
known  that  they  bare;  furtberj  it  was  said,  that 
this  information  was  necessary  m  order  to  be  able 
to  form  a  competent  judgment  of  the  state  of  the 
public  accounts;  that  the  infonoatiou  in  question, 
the  House  had  a  most  undoubted  right  to  receive; 
and  that  it  was  a  very  strange  idea,  indeed,  to 
suppose  that  it  contained  any  reSection  on  the 
Comptroller,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Treasury; 
it  was  further  said,  that  no  difficulties  ought  to 
deter  the  House  from  going  into  the  investigation; 
it  was  immaterial  whose  names  were  brought  for- 
ward in  consequence,  the  balances  due  to  the 
public  ought  to  be  known.  That  similar  objec- 
tions to  those  now  ofi'ered  will  always  lie  agauist 
going  into  this  investigation,  and  in  proportion  to 
the  urgency  of  the  inquiry  will  be  the  strenglh 
and  ingenuity  of  those  objections.  With  respect 
to  the  disclosure  of  names,  it  was  observed,  thai 
the  truth  once  known  would  set  every  man's 
character  in  a  jtist  point  of  light;  the  inquiry,  so 
far  from  {voving  iajun'ous  to  eucb  characters,  ap- 
pears to  be  the  moat  direct  method  to  do  away  the 
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iirejudices  and  suspicioas  that  have  been  circu- 
Rled  against  ihera.  It  is  said  to  be  prablemalical 
whether  there  are  aay  balances  due;  but,  if  it 
should  a.ppear  that  there  are,  the^  niay  be  obtained, 
end  a  much  greater  sum  realized  than  is  now 
thought  of,  and  new  burdens  on  the  people  to  that 
ajsouut  may  be  prerented. 

INDEMNITY  TO  OENERAL  GREENE. 


to  indemnify  the  estate  of  the  late  General  Na- 
thaniel Greene  for  a  certain  suretyship  entered 
into  by  the  said  Nathaniel  in  his  lifetime  on 
public  behalf;  and,  after  some  lime  spent  theiein, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Pbid*y,  February  24. 

A  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia, 
trading  to  India  ajid  China,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the  protection  and  ea- 
eouragement  of  the  General  Government,  either 
by  prohibiting  foreigners  from  interfering  in  the 
tnae,  or  mating  a  greater  distinction  than  now 
exists,  between  the  duties  imposed  upon  goods 
imported  into  the  United  Slates,  immediately  from 
Asia.,  and  those  brought  by  the  way  of  Europe. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Otis,  their 
Secretary,  informed  the  House  that  he  had  brought 
to  the  House,  the  bill  for  making  ferther  and  more 
effectual  provision  for  the  defensive  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  together  with 
a  fair  transcript  from  their  Journal,  of  the  amend- 
ments thereto;  to  which  amendments  the  Senate 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

INDEMNITT  TO  GENERAL  GREENE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  resolution  to  indemnify 
the  estate  of  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel 
Greene  for  a  certain  suretyship  entered  into  by  ^e 
said  Nathaniel,  in  his  lifetime,  on  public  account; 
•nd,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the 
resolution  under  consideration,  :.nd  iSrected  him 
to  report  the  seme,  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"  Whereu  the  late  Major  Gsnerd  Naduaiel  Gicene, 
on  the  eighth  d*;  of  Afml,  one  thoiuand  Mven  hondrnd 
and  eighty-tbree,  the  more  efleetusUy  to  procun  rationi 
■nd  nippUea  for  ^le  Southam  amiy  of  the  United  Stalea, 
became  bound  as  surety  for  John  Banki  and  Company, 
to  Newcomen  and  Coltet,  merchants  in  Charleston,  for 
4«  payment  of  eight  thouwnd  aeven  hundred  and  fortj- 
dlTM  pounds,  fifteen  Bhillinga  and  sixpence,  ilerhng 
monej,  bang  the  condition  of  the  said  bond: 

"  And  wfaeroaa,  on  the  Gret  Say  of  May.  one  thousand 
•even  hundred  and  eigbty-aii,  the  balance  of  principal 
and  interest  of  the  raid  bond,  being  then  eight  Uiousand 
^  hnndnd  and  eighty^eight  pounds  sii  diilhngg  ater- 
Kng,  was  paid  by  the  said  General  Greene  ;  Therefbie, 

"  JUtoivtd,  That  the  United  States  shall  indemni^  the 
•rtate  of  the  said  General  Greene  for  the  said  sunt  last 
umtioned  and  the  intereat  (hereol)  or  for  such  aum  aa, 
tfoa  due  inTostigatiou  hj  the  officen  of  die  Treasaiy, 


of  the  ttMuacttoB  between  John  Banks  and  Ooiiifat) 
with  Messrs.  Newcomen  and  CoUel,  in  whidi  G^enl 
Greene  was  security  for  the  uid  Banks  and  Companj, 
it  shall  appear  that  neither  General  Greene  noi  his 
EiecutorB  shall  have  received  any  payment  or  compo- 
■ation  for.  Provided,  The  Eiecutora  of  the  said  Gene- 
ral Greene  shall  account  for  a  sum,  being  about  two 
thousand  pounds,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  recovered  ct 
John  Ferrie,  one  of  the  psTtners  of  the  said  Banks  and 
Company,  to  be  in  part  of  the  indemnification  aforeaaal. 
And  also  shall  make  ovei,  for  the  us*  of  the  United 
States,  all  mortgages,  bonds,  covenants,  or  other  connta 
■eeurittea,  whatsoever,  now  due,  which  were  obtained 
by  the  said  General  Greene  in  his  lifotime,  from  the  aaid 
Banks  and  Company,  on  account  of  his  being  suretr 
far  them  as  afbreaaid,  to  ba  sned  for  in  the  name  of  the 
■aid  Eieeutors,  for  (he  nse  of  the  United  Statea." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lution; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  an  ad- 
journment was  called  for,  and  carried. 

Saturday,  February  25. 
PROTECTION  OP  THE  FRONTIBBS. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  making  farther  and  more  effectual 

eovision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
nited  Statesf  and  the  same  being  read,  some 
were  a^ed  to,  others  amended  and  agreed  to,  and 
other  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

MoH»AT,  Febnury  27. 
A  Report  was  received  on  tbe  petitions  of  the 
importers  of  teas  from  India,  which  was  in  fovor 
of  the  petitioners ;  and  proposes  extending  (he 
time  for  payment  of  the  duties  from  one  to  two 
years.    Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Smith,  the  laws  for  the 
government  of  the  Western  Territory,  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  were  committed  to 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Jndge  Turner. 
GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
This  being  the  day  assigned  for  the  trial  of  the 
contested  election  in  the  case  of  the  petition  of 
Jameb  Jackson,  complaining  of  an  undue  electiMi 
and  return  of  Antbont  WAyifE,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  Stale 
of  Georgia,  the  House  proceeded  to  take  np  tke 
same  for  consideration,  and  the  petitioner,  on  his 
prayer,  being  admined  to  the  bar  of  the  House- 
Mr.  Wayne  rose,  and  after  obGerving  that  the 
lost  postponement  had  not  afibrded  su^ient  time 
to  receive  the  evidence  which  he  meant  to  bring 
forward  on  this  occasion,  offered  a  resolution  for 
a  further  postponement  to  the Monday  in 


he  mi^ht,  either  by  himself,  or  his  attorney,  st^e 

his  objections,  if  any,  to  a  further  postponement 

Mr.  Jacebon  accordingly  took  a  seat  within  the 
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bar,  and  addressing  the  Chair,  dSttti  several  ob- 
jectioaa  to  a  further  postponemeuL 

To  these  objections  Mr.  W&vn£, replied;  and 
after  sundry  oteetTaticms  from  various  parts  of  the 
House,  the  question  on  taking  up  the  order  of  the 
day  was  put  and  carried. 

The  resolulion  for  a  poetpooemeDt  was  then 
farther  discussed  and  ainendM,  and  finally  agreed 
to  in  the  following  words,  viz: 

"  Retolvtd,  That  the  trial  of  the  contested  elect- 
ion of  Anthony  Watnb,  retnrned  as  a.  member 
of  this  House  to  represent  the  State  of  Georgia,  be 
postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next." 

Tnirtv-six  members  rose  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  BALnwiN  informed  the  House,  that  he  had 
received  certain  papers  relative  to  this  election 
from  the  Supreme  Executive  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, which  he  asked  leave  tolay  on  the  table  agree- 
ably to  instructions. 

Many  objections  were  made  to  receiving  these 
papers  from  all  parts  of  the  House. 

.  Mr.  B&LDwiN,  after  remarking  that  they  con- 
tained many  documents  which  the  House  must 
necessarily  recur  to  in  the  courae  of  the  trial;  and 
that  he  had  so  far  pursued  his  instractions,  as 
would  fully  exculpate  the  Executive  of  Georgia 
from  any  eharee  of  remissness  in  duty  on  the  occa- 
aion,  look  back  the  papers. 

Whereupon,  as  well  the  sitting  member  as  the 
petitioner,  beii^  fully  heard  on  tie  subject-matter 
of  the  said  appucatian: 

Jtaoloed,  That  the  trial  of  the  said  contested 
election  be  postponed  until  the  second  Monday  in 


TuneDAY,  February  28. 
PROTECTION  or  THE  FRONTIEHS. 

A  message  fVom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
dtat  the  Senate  recede  from  some  and  insist  on 
other  of  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this 
House  to  the  bill  for  making  further  and  more 
efiectual  provision  f<w  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
lieta  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  proeeedad  to  consider  the  said  mes- 
Mse.    Whereupon. 

lletolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  firom  the 
amendment  to  the  tbirteenth  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senate  to  the  ei^th  section  of  saidbiH,  and 
doth  agree  to  the  said  thirteenth  amendment  with- 
out amendment :  also,  that  this  House  doth  recede 
bom  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate  to  the  sixth  section  of  the 
said  bill 

Retolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  all  the  other  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill,  on  which  the 
Senate  hath  insisted  j  and  also  doln  insist  on  the 
ameodmeDt  to  the  third  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  said  bill, 
to  which  the  Senate  hath  disagreed. 

Setolved,  That  a  conference  be  desired  with 
the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  tojand  that  Mr.  Sedowiok,  Mr. 
Welliamsoh,  Mr.  Wsrb,  Mr.  Oaitom,  and  Mr. 


BnowN,  be  appointed  managers  at  the  said  con- 
ference, on  the  part  of  this  House. 

On  the  question  that  this  House  doth  insist  on 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Se- 
nate for  striking  out  the  fourteenth  section  of  the 
said  bill,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  And  whsieH,  in  cus  die  fbrboaiinB  to  raise  the 
whole,  or  some  put  or  ths  said  three  sddilioDa]  regv 
maota,  riiDuld  ba  deemed  not  consUteDtwiih  the  public 
safety,  it  will  itill  be  desiTable  that  all  unneceaHiy  ax- 
pense  should,  »  br  ss  postible,  be  avoided ;  and,  to  that 
end,  that  the  officeim  M  the  same  ahould  onlj  he  ap- 
pointed ftom  time  to  ttme,  ss  occasion  may  lequice — 

"  Be  it  enaeled  bv  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  S^>re- 
tentatives  of  the  Vmted  Stata  of  America  in  Congmt 
aetembled,  Thst  the  President  alone  be  authorized  to 
make  all  such  appointments  as  may  not  be  reunited  pre- 
vious to  the  dose  of  the  present  session  of  the  Senate, 
and  mi^  become  neceasaiy  before  the  next  session  of 


It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  43i 
nays  9,  as  follows : 

TsAs. — Fisher  Ames,  J«hn  Bwtiit  Aahe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  Btmwell,  Eliaa  BomlinQt,  Bheaijuhnb 
Bourne,  Beniamin  Bourne,  John  Brown,  Abraham 
Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Elbridge  Gbitj,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhne,  Andrew  Gregg,  William 
Bany  Grova,  Jamei  HiUhouae,  Dmiel  Hugei,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Eitchell,  Amaaa  Learned,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Jamee  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augiutqa 
Muhleube^,  WjlUaja  Van*  Murray,  Nathaniel  Nilea, 
John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoomnakei, 
Theodore  Sedgwick.  Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
William  Smid^  John  Steele,  Samuel  Blerrett,  Jonathan 
Sturgea,  Thomas  Snaiptei,  Peter  Sylvester,  George 
Ttulcher,  Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  Artemae  Ward,  AJei- 
ander  White,  and  Ungh  Wiltiuiison. 

Nats. — Ggliert  Benson,  Thqmas  Fitisimons,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Daniel  Heiater,  Samuel  Liveimore,  Israel 
Smith,  Thomas  TiedweU,  Anthony  Wayne,  and  Frai^ 
ds  Willis. 

MILITIA  BILL. 


ually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  es- 
tablishing a  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  United 
Stales ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
C<miinittee  rose  and  reported  pcogre^. 

WGONEaDAT,  February  29. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  inftwmed  the  House 
^t  the  Sniate  agree  to  the  conference  proposed 
by  this  Houee  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amenA- 
ments  depending  between  the  two  Houses  to  the 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  making  further  and  more 
effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  (Voi»- 
tiers  of  the  United  States,"  and  have  appointed 
inanagers  at  the  said  conference  on  their  part. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Steele  be  appointed  one 
of  the  managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the  part 
of  this  House,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Dattoh,  inca- 
pacitated by  sickness. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  account  of  receipts  and  expenditure! 
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of  public  money  between  the  1st  of  October  and 
the  31st  of  December,  1791,  inclusive ;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered   to   be  referred  to  Mr.  FiTzai- 

HONB,  Mr.  Laurance,  and  Mr.  Aheb. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering  his 
report  on  the  petition  of  the  executors  of  Edward 
Games,  deceased ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  toa  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Monday  neit. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants  of  New  York  tra- 
ding to  India  and  Cbina  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the jmtronage  and  en- 
couragement of  tte  General  Government,  either 
by  prohibiting  foreigners  from  iuterferine  in  the 
said  trade,  or  making  a  greater  difference  than  now 
exists  between  duties  ou  goods  imported  into  the 
United  States  immediately  from  Asia  and  those 
brought  by  the  way  of  Europe. 

Ordend.  Thai  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  whether  any,  and 
what,  alterations  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the 
acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and  War  Depart- 
ments, made  a  report;  which  was  read, and  order- 
ed to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Tuesday  next. 

PETITION  OP  JOHN  CHUHCHMAK. 

The  House  proceeded  to  conEider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  Churchman.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  dolh  agree  to  the 
said  report,  in  the  words  following: 

"  That  the  >ud  Churchman,  having  pursued  his  mqni- 
riei  into  his  theory  of  the  variation  of  the  magnetic 
needle,  has  fonnd  a  number  of  obeervations,  made  in 
diflerent  parts  of  ^e  woriil,  which  confirm  hia  hjpothe- 
■ia  \  that,  uiunatcd  b^'  thii  circumitancef  and  apptauded 
for  his  ingenuKy  by  several  learned  aodetiei  in  Europe, 
which  have  looked  up  to  him  for  the  proaecution  of  his 
plan  for  eataUiahing  the  truth  of  hia  theory,  he  haabeeu 
embotdened  to  aak  again  the  aid  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  State*  to  enable  him  to  gratiJy  the 
eipectalions  of  the  philoaophical  world,  and  to  put  hii 
theory  to  an  immediate  and  the  atrictaat  icmtinT.  The 
committee  are  free  to  declare  it  aa  their  opinion,  that 
Mr.  Churchman's  ingeniiily,  displayed  in  proposing  and 
supporting  hia  theory,  and  hia  labors  in  prosecuting  his 
eiaminadon  thereof  entitle  hini  to  the  applause  of  the 
enUghtened  world,  and  to  the  encouragement  and  rap- 
port of  bta  country.  And  it  is  the  opinioD  of  the  com- 
mittee that,  aa  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  lawa  of 
magnetuun,  and  the  varialjon  of  the  magnetic  needle,  i> 
greatly  to  be  desired,  aa  it  would  tiuniab  a  laadj  mean* 
of  adjusting  and  preventing  diaputes  respecting  the 
boundarie*  of  ancient  surveys  of  lend,  and  of  correcting 
many  inaccuracies  in  geographical  charts,  and  In  the 
joninals  of  the  courses  and  dutancea  nm  by  vessels  at 
sea,  eveiy  poaaible  encouragement  ought  to  be  given  to 
all  persona  who,  by  their  theories,  confirmed  by  ohserva- 
tiona,  contribute  towards  the  perfecting  this  desirable 
knowlei^s ;  and  that,  as  the  United  States  are  peculiar- 
ly interested  in  whatever  can  adjust  or  prevent  disputes 
between  their  dtiiens,  and  can  impnrve  geography  and 


itavigation,  ■  the  Congress  of  the  United  State*  may, 
with  great  prapriety,  patronize  such  a  peiaon  aa  Mr. 
Churchmen,  and  grant  him  such  aid  ■■  may  be  necee- 
aary  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  bi*  laudaUe  inquirie*  to 
good  effect/ but  the  committee  nibmit  to  ' 
the  House  to  say  whether,  in  the  present 
of  the  United  Stales,  such  grant  shall  now  be  made. 
As  to  that  part  of  the  memorial  which  state*  Ifakt,  in 
the  act  for  the  encouragemeal  of  learning,  by  atcaziag 
Ihe  copies  of  maps,  chsrta,  and  books,  to  their  antfaon 
and  proprietor*,  the  penalty  annexed  to  the  oflenee*  of 
copying  such  maps  and  charts  wai  loo  amatliandbyiio 
mean*  adequate  to  the  offence,  and  praying  for  an  act 
to  amend  the  same,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  is  reasonable,  and  that  th« 
copyright  of  maps,  charts,  tables,  and  prints,  ought  to 
be  secured  to  their  respective  anthora,  or  their  assigiia, 
by  greater  penaltie*  than  those  declared  in  the  act  *Sm- 

Ordertd,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  report,  and  that  Mr.  Pagb,  Mi. 
Goodhue,  and  Mr.  GREQOi  do  prepare  and  bring 

in  the  same. 

MILITIA  BILL. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  more  e(- 
iectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishing  a  uniform  Militia  throughout  the 
United  States  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

TamtBDAV,  March  1. 

Mr.  GooDHDE,  from  the  joint  committee  of  the 
two  Houses  appointed  to  consider  and  report  what 
business  is  necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  m 
the  present  session,  made  a  report;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  hill  to  amend  an  act  entitlt^  "  Ad 
act  topromotetheproKressof  Useful  Arts;"  which 
was  received,  and  real  the  first  time. 

The  House  amiin  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  more  effect- 
ually to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  estab- 
Lishmg  a  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  United 
States;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 

Mr.  Sedqwicil  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  House  to  attend  the  conference 
with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendment  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States.''  n 
Whereupon, 

Reeolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Se- 
nate for  striking  out  the  fourteenth  section  of  the 
lid  bill ;  also,  that  this  House  doth  recede  irom 


"  made  a  report. 


their  dii 


:ment  to  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 


the  sixteenth  section,  and  doth  agree  to 
the  said  several  amendments  without  amendment. 
Retolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  an 
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amendmcDt  and  modificatioQ  of  the  fiAeeath  sec- 
tion,  to  read  as  follows : 

"  And  be  it  Jiirtker  enacted,  Thxt  the  Fnaident  be, 
•nd  ha  beiebj  to,  BQlhoHied,  fntta  tuna  to  time,  to  c^ 
into  nrrice,  and  for  aoch  periodi  u  he  tna;  deeni  i»- 
qoidte,  inch  number  of  ovahy  as,  in  hi*  jod^ent,  mKj' 
he  neceMuj  for  the  protectioQ  of  the  Bontieni :  Piv- 
vidtd,  That  the  mm-camlnueioiied  offioen  ahall  not  be 
•Ihnred  man  than  one  d<d]ar  per  day,  nor  the  pmatea 
men  than  aeien^-fiTe  eenta  per  day,  each  penon  find- 
ing hk  bona,  armi,  and 


,  each  penon  fii 
its,  and  at  hii  0^ 


Ibiage,  pronded  he  fluniah 

Ordered,  That  Che  Clerk  ot  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

Fbiday,  March  2. 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  pro- 
mote the  progress  of  Useful  Arts"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

Orderedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  reducing  the 
rates  of  postage  on  newsreipers ;  and  that  Mr.  Geh- 
BY,  Mr.  Mdrbiy,  and  Mr.  Findlgy,  be  the  said 
committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the  claims  to  half- 
pay  and  to  invalid  pensions,"  with  several  amend- 
ment^ to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  finishing  the 
Ueht-house  on  Bald  Head,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape 
Fear  river,  in  North  Carolina;  and  that  Mr-GaovB, 
Mr.  Key,  and  Mr.  Barnwell,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  modification 
of  the  amendments  depending  between  the  two 
Houses  to  the  hilt  entitled  "  An  act  for  making 
further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"con- 
formably  to  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Conference, 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  more  effect- 
oally  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  estab- 
lishing a  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  United 
States;  and,  atiet  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  several  amendments 
thereto.  Ordered,  That  the  said  report  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  memoFtat  and  petition  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Ohio  Company  of  Associates  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  Congress  will  grant 
them  such  terms  and  conditions  for  the  comple- 
tion of  their  contract  with  the  late  Board  of  Trea- 
sury, and  for  confirming  their  title  to  the  tract  of 
land  then  purchased,  as  will  relieve  them  from 
the  danger,  difficulty,  and  distress,  in  which  the 
■aid  companyare  now  involved, from  causes  which 
have  arisen  since  the  purchase,  and  which  were 
then  wholly  nofoieseen. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition 
be  referred  to  Mr.  Sgoowice,  Mr.  Findley,  Mr.. 
Benson,  Mr.  Leabhed,  and  Mr.  Baldwin  ;  that 
the]^-^  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House.  , 

Satdrday,  March  3. 

A  petition  of  Timothy  Pickering,  Q,uartermB»-- 
tet  General,  praying  that  the  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury may  be  aatnorized  to  apply  a  certain  sum  of 
money,  heretofore  granted  to  discharge  claim* 
aeatnsthisDepartment,to  the  payment  of  demands 
of  certain  public  creditors  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  who  the  petitioner  conceives  are,  from  their 
peculiar  circumstances,  unjtistly  precluded  by  the 
act  of  limitation.  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  instruction  to  examine  the  same, 
and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  tothe  House. 

Mr.  GooDHCE,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
reported  a  "bill  for  enrolling  and  iicensine  ships 
and  vessels  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and 
fisheti^  and  for  regulating  the  same/^ 

Mr.  Findley  presented  nine  petitions  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Chester  county,  in  the  State  of 
PennsylTania,praying  a  revision  of  the  Excise  law. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  ofiered  by  the  Senate,  to  the  "bill 
to  ascertain  and  r^ulate  the  claims  to  half-pay 
and  to  invalid  pensions."  Some  they  agreed  to, 
and  disagreed  toothers. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  leather  with  a  copy  of  the 
Return  made  to  him  of  the  number  of  the  Inha- 
bitants within  the  District  of  South  Carolina. 

A  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
respecting  compensations  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Loans,  was  read  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Messrs.  B.  Bodrnb,  Mebcbh, 
and  Tucker. 

MoHDAT,  March  5. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanyinga  copy 
of  the  laws  adopted  and  publLthed  by  the  Governor 
and  Judges  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
thepetitionof  Gewge  Turner,  one  of  the  Judges  of 
the  said  Territory. 

Mr.  Ghovb,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented, Bccorcling  to  order,  a  bill  for  finishing  the 
light-house  on  Baldhead,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape 
Pear  river,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  which 
was  received  and  read  twice  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  Uic  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  iit- 
valids,  and  other  persons,''  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  tney  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  to  the  House 
the  translation  of  a  Letter  from  the  King  of 
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France,  announciDg  his  acceptance  of  the  Gonsti- 
tucion  of  that  Kingdom.  These  were  read  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  ETAise, 
that  they  insist  on  all  the  amendmeats  proposed 
•  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  regulate 
theVlaims  to  half-pay  and  invalid  pensions;  and 
propose  a  conference  on  the  subjects  of  disagree- 
ment. 

A  committee  of  conference  was  appointed  on 
the  disagreement  between  the  House  and  Senate, 
leepecting  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  tegulate  the 
claims  to  half-pay  and  invalid  pensions.  Com- 
mittee, Messrs.  Lii VERM OBE,  Murbav,  Eitchell. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  relief  of  cei tain  widows,  &c.,  were 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  the  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for 
the  national  defence  by  establishing  an  uniform 
Militia  throughout  the  United  States;  and  tbesamb 
being  severally  read,  some  Were  agreed  to,  apd 
others  disagreed  to.  The  said  bill  was  then  further 
amended ;  and,  together  with  the  amendments,  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

TcBSDAY,  March  6. 

A  memorial  of  the  Trustees  of  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  value  of 
certain  tracts  of  land  in  the  Western  Territory  of 
the  said  State,  which  were  a  donation  to  tbe  said 
University  from  Benjamin  Smith,  Esquire,  and 
have  been  since  ceded  to  the  Indians,  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  United  States,  at  the  Treaty  of 
Hopewell. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  petition  of  Andrew  Jackson  was  presented 
to  the  Mouse  and  read,  praying  compensation  for 
hia  services  as  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Miro, 
in  the  Territory  South  of  the  Ohio.  Referred  to 
Ae  Attorney  Oeneral.  with  instruction  to  examine 
the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupcm  to  the 
House. 

MILITIA  BILL. 

An  engrossed  bill  more  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uni- 
form Militia  throughout  the  United  States,  was 
tead  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled 
upi  and,  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  31,  nays 
27;  as  follows: 

Till.— Fiiher  Ame^  John  Baptirt  Ashe,  Kobart 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Eliai  Boudinot,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abi^am  Claik,  Thomw  FitznmoiiB,  Elbridge 
Geny,  William  B.  GUm,  Benjamin  (joodhue,  Willisjn 
hmy  Gnm,  Jame*  Hillhouse,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitch- 
«11,  John  Laurancv,  Amua  Learned,  Kichord  Bland  Lee, 
Junes  Madison,  Andrew  Moora,  Frederick  Auguatiu 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, brael  Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel 


Hterrett,  Jonathaii  SttuBe*,  Peta  SylvMlet,  AhnAm 
Venable,  and  Alelnnder  While. 

Niii. — Abraham  Biddwin,  ShaaiQadmb  Bonnie^ 
WjJUam  Findlej,  Nichtdai  Gibnan,  James  Goidm, 
Andnw  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Daniel  Heister,  8am«*l 
LiTennore,  Nsthanid  Macon,  John  Frandi  Mercor,  Na- 
thaniel Nike,  John  Pi«e,  Jouah  Pukei,  CornBliua  C. 
Schoonmakei,  Joahua  Senej,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Thomaa 
Snmptai,  Geo^e  Thatcher,  Thomu  TiedweU,  Thoma* 
Tudor  Tuckei,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadsworih,  Ai- 
temaa  Ward,  Anthony  Wayne,  Hugh  Wiliianuaii,  and 
Fraucii  Willie. 

Mr.  Oerbt,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  reducing  the  rales  of  postage  on 
newspapers;  Tfhich  was  received,  and  read  the  first 

The  Speieer  laid  before  the  House  a  Leuet 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing bis  Report,  made  pursuant  to  two  orders  o/ 
this  House,  of  the  first  and  second  of  Novembei' 
last;  the  first  directing  the  said  Secretary  to  re- 

Krt  to  the  House  such  information  as  he  m&y 
ve  obtained  respecting  any  difficulties  wliicB 
may  have  occurred  in  the  execution  of  the  act 
"repealing,  afler  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the 
duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  iio- 
ported  from  abroad,  and  laying  others  in  theit 
stead;  and,  also,  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  for  appropriating  the  same;" 
together  with  his  opinion  toereupon.  The  second, 
directing  him  to  report  to  the  House  whether  any, 
and  what,  alterations  in  favor  of  the  spirits,  whien 
shall  be  distilled  from  articles  of  the  growth  or 
produce  of  the  United  States,  or  from  loreign  ar- 
ticles within  the  same,  can,  ia  his  Opinion,  be 
made  in  the  act  for  laying  duties  upon  apirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  consistently  with 
its  main  design,  and  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
public  faith;  wnich  were  read,  and  ordered  to  Ue 
- )  the  table. 

Wednesdat,  March  7. 

A  bill  for  reducing  the  rates  of  postage  on  news- 
papers was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  Cotunittee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Friday  next. 

A  oetitioo  of  Elizabeth  Lovell,  relict  of  Robert 
Lovetl,  deceased,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  to  receive  the  depreciation  iJ  pay 
due  to  her  said  husband,  for  his  services  as  a  Lieu- 
tenant, during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Paoe,  Trom  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  foe 
the  Encouragement  of  Leamiug,  by  securing  the 
copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors 
and  proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  times 
therein  mentioned."  Also,  a  bill  "to  enable  John 
Churchman  to  prosecute  certain  observations  aad 
discoveries  relative  to  the  Northern  magnetic 
point;"  which  were  received  and  read  the  first  lime. 
WIDOWS,  ORPHANS,  Ac. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  therelief  of  certain  widows,  orphans, 
invalids,  and  other  persons;"  and  the  same  being 
read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  th*  Clnk  doMquunl  the  BeoUe 


A  motB>D  was  khuIb  and  seeoaded,  that  the 
Hoase  do  came  to  the  following  resolution: 

*  Sttohed,  That  the  BecretBiy  of  the  Traasm?  be 
dbaetad  to  npoH  to  thii  Houae  ui  opinion  of  the  beet 
■Mda  far  Miring  the  additkMiel  enppliu  reqairile  for  dw 


THORSDAr,  Hareh  6. 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for 
die  GncoaiagcmeDt  of  Learning,  by  securing  the 
copies  of  maps,  chatts.  and  boobs,  to  the  authors 
and  pioprietoTS  of  hucq  copies,  during  the  times 
ttterem  mentioned,"  was  lead  the  second  time, 
•nd  ordered  to  be  cranmitted  to  a  Committee  of 
Ae  Whole  Hoase  on  Wednesday  next. 

A  bill  to  enable  John  Churchman  to  prosecute 
certain  observations  and  discoTeries  relaiive  to  the 
Northern  magnetic  point,  vas  read  the  second  time, 
ftnd  ordered  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Mcmday  se'nnight. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  and  petition  irfthe  Di- 
rectors of  the  Ohio  Company  of  Associates,  made 
arepoTt;  which  was  read,  and  oidered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Tuesday  next. 

A  petition  of  Henry  Laurens,  of  Charleston,  in 
Uie  State  of  South  Carolina,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  a  claim  presented, 
and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  by  ni^  reported  on,  may 
now  be  considered  and  decided  on. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Smith,  of  8.  C,  Mr.  Wbith,  and  Mr.  Clark; 
that  th^  do  examine  the  matter  tbereof.and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 

ADDITIONAL  SUPPLIES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  in  the  words  following: 

» Saabud,  Thtt  the  Seeietuy  of  the  Tretmy  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  Honw  bis  opntwi  of  the  best 
jnode  for  raiaingthe  additioiul  wppliea  reqniritefcrfte 
■["■"■"e  year." 

Mr.  SfiimwicK  said,  that  when  the  law  was 
passed  constituting  the  Department  of  the  Trea^ 
sury,  and  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to 
repori  to  the  Legi.-datuTe  plans  for  the  management 
and  improvement  of  the  rerenue,  he  had  fondlT 
indulged  the  hope  that  a  great  principle  in  the  aa- 
ninisttation  of  the  Government  had  been  so  far 
setded  that  it  would  not  have  been  called  in  qaes- 
tion  at  so  early  a  period.  This  principle  he  then 
and  still  oaderstood  to  be,  that  a  great  officer 
^oold.  by  appointment  for  that  purpose  and  an 
adequate  sauuy,  be  responsible  to  the  community 
to  produce  to  the  consideration  of  the  National 
Legislature,  such  systematic  arrangements  ii 
intricate  business  of  finance,  as  should  give 
higliest  assurance  of  the  snpport'of  public  credit^ 


with  the  least  possible  burden  to  the  citizens  of 
America.  That  if  this  great  princijde  remained 
still  to  be  determined,  he  ardently  wished  that  we 
light  profit  by  the  experience  of  other  nations, 
id  by  our  own:  that  he  knew  of  no  nation  that 
suffered  under  the  weight  of  a  puUic  debt,  but 
had  found  it  indispensable  to  its  welfare  10  appoint 
some  officer,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  superin- 
tend this  important  branch  of  business;  and  that, 
without  sucn  appointment,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  conceive  that  an  orderly  administration  of 
the  finances  could  be  effected.  It  was  not  long 
since,  that  all  America  had  attempted  to  provide 
ferthe  public  exigencies,  by  the  undigested  schemes 
of  legislating  financiers.  The  effects  are  remem'- 
bered  bjr  all ;  the  revenue  was  incomparably  less 
productive,  and  yet  the  people  infinitely  more  bur- 
dened than  at  preseot.  These  facts  would  render 
any  o^er  argamenls  soperfluons  with  those  who 
believed  that  experience  was  the  best  guide  to 
well-founded  political  conclusions.  But,  on  the 
other  band,  if  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  calcu- 
late on  the  data  afforded  by  imagination,  and  to 
build  systems  on  arguments  a  priori,  not  only  tm- 
sanctioned  by  experiment,  but  in  opposition  to  all 
experience,  we  might  renaer  the  delits  we  owed-^ 
which  had  been  justly  styled  the  price  of  liberty, 
and  for  which  therefore  we  were  under  the  high- 
est obligation  to  provide — an  intolerable  burden. 
For  he  would  venture  to  pronounce,  that  the  mea- 
sures which  wouJd  result  from  such  a  desultory 
mode  of  procedure,  would  create  grievous  exac- 
tions on  our  constituents,  disappoint  the  expecta- 
tions of  OoTemment,  and  prove  inadequate  to  the 
support  of  public  credit. 

By  these  observations,  he  did  not  mean  to  dero- 
gate from  the  responsibiliw  of  the  character  of 
the  House  collectively,  ot  of  any  individual  mem- 
ber of  it  There  might  be  many  who  bad  stiffi- 
cieat  talents  ably  to  preside  in  the  management  of 
our  finances,  provided  their  minds  were  confined 
to  the  contemplation  of  that  subject  alone.  But 
it  ^ould  be  remembered,  that  while  separated  in 
the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  the  avocations  of 
professions,  or  other  business,  left  to  most  of  th<e 
members  but  little  leisure  for  the  investigati<»i  of 
political  questions;  that  while  in  session,  they  were 
obliged  to  pay  attention  to  every  subject  of^  legis- 
lation committed  to  the  National  Oorerament. 
That,  considering  the  limited  faculties  of  the  hu- 
man mind,  he  did  not  think  gentlemen  should  feel 
themselves  wounded  in  reputation,  bv  the  suppo- 
sition that  thev  were  not,  collectively,  minutely 
acquainted  witli  every  branch  of  science,  a  know- 
ledge of  which  might  be  involved  in  the  subjects 
of  our  legislation.  Withont  such  an  extent  of  in- 
formation and  science,  a  man  might  be  an  excel- 
lent legislator;  otherwise  the  business  of  popular 
legislation  must  altogether  cease,  or  be  veir  badly 
managed.  It  would  not  produce  the  smallest  un- 
easiness in  his  mind,  to  have  it  universally  known 
that  he  pretendednot  to  the  deep  knowledge  of  ju- 
risprudence of  the  Attorney  General,  the  acquain^ 
ance  of  the  Secretary  of  State  witn  the  poljtitJr 
interests  and  relations  of  the  community,  or  tl 
profoniHl  knowledge  of  the  Secretary  of  me  Tret^ 
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euiy  of  the  intricate  subjects  of  Gnuice.  Yet  he 
felt  some  degree  of  confidence  in  the  ability  which 
he  possessed,  of  judging  c^  the  expediency  of 
adopting  sucn  measures  as  those  officers  should 
recommend.  He  ohseiTed.  that  the  House,  ever 
since  the  orgBJiization  of  tne  Executive  Depart- 
ments, had  conducted  as  if  convinced  of  the  just- 
ness of  this  reasoning,  by  iheii  frequent  references 
to  the  Heads  of  these  Departments.  That,  par- 
ticularly, when  it  had  been  suggested  that  the 
Judicial  system  required  amendment,  the  subject 
had  been  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  At- 
torney General.  That  when  the  commerce  of  the 
country  came  under  deliberation,  it  was  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  State.  That  these  subjects 
comprehended  the  most  importanl  and  dearest  in- 
terests of  the  people.  That  he  heartily  concurred 
in  those  references,  and  would  take  the  liberty  to 
add,  that  they  had  the  support  of  the  gentlemen 
who  were  now  so  strenuous  in  opposition  to  the 


those  would  not  be  wrong  who 
this  question.  He  observed,  tliat  gentlemen,  in  tue 
two  cases  which  in  argument  they  had  supported, 
had  given  very  opposite  oplDions  of  the  collective 
chnracter  of  the  members  of  the  House.  When 
they  were  conEtdering  them  solely  devising  the 
ways  and  means  necessary  to  supply  the  deficiency 
of  the  revenue,  they  gave  them  all  the  qualities  of 
profound  financiers ;  but  when  they  were  to  con- 
sider the  reports  of  the  Secretary,  tney  became  at 
once  transformed  into  resistless  dupes,  incapable 
of  manly  investigation,  and  quietly  sailing  down 
the  stream  of  Mmisterial  inhuence.  Did  gentle- 
men feel,  in  Ihe  latter  instance,  the  want  of  that 
independence  of  spirit  which  is  necessary  to  ena- 
ble tnem  to  investigate  and  decide  for  themselves^ 
If  ao,  they  would  want  much  of  that  greatness  ol 
character  which  would  enable  them,  in  the  former 
case,  to  act  for  the  public  benefit,  It  appeared,  by 
what  gentlemen  had  said  during  the  course  of  the 
debate,  that  members  were  not  to  be  absolutely 
restricted  from  receiving  every  species  of  informa- 
tion on  this  interesting  subject  from  the  man  who 
was  constitutionally  selected  as  the  best  qualified 


alll 
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o  understand  and  c 


information  was  to  be  restricted,  and  the  incom- 
prehensible mode  by  which  it  was  to  be  obtained. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  MAnieoN/] 
who  had  heretofore  approved  the  references  which 
he  had  mentioneiL  to  the  Attorney  General  and 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  who  had  given  effi- 
cient aid  in  making  it  by  law  the  duly  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  plans  for  the 
management  and  improvement  of  the  revenue — 
had,  on  this  occasion,  taken  some  pains  to  show 
the  consistenc  V  of  his  political  conduct,  by  attempt- 
ing to  prove  that  management  and  improvement 
'"iplied  neither  ^oject  nor  appropriation.  This 
snileman  had  given  in  detail  the  several  proceed- 
~~  whkch  ought  to  take  place  to  obtain  on  one 
1  the  benefit  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Secre- 
y,  and  to  maintain  on  the  other  the  indepen- 


dency of  the  House.     Thus,  acceding  to  his  phuii, 

was  the  business  to  be  pursued.  The  House  wkb, 
the  first  place,  to  call  on  the  Secretary  for  « 
te  of  facts;  it  was  then  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  form  opinions ;  theae 
opinions  were  then  to  be  referred  to  the  Secretary, 
for  him  to  report  respecting  them  a  systematic 
itrangement.  Let  this  scheme,  so  far  as  it  is  is- 
telli^le,  be  examined.  First,  the  House  is  to 
obtain  ftom  the  Secretary  a  state  of  facts.  The 
House  had  been  left  to  conjecture  to  what  sub- 
jects those  facts  were  to  relate.  We  already  knew 
the  deficiency  to  be  provided  for — the  subjects  of 
'cvenue;  such  as  were  pre-occupied,  and  such  as 
itill  remained  untouched;  we  also  knew  how  lar 
those  which  had  been  occupied  were  productive. 
These  facts  were  already  known;  we  must  not  re- 
ceive any  opinions  or  argumentative  deductions  in- 
specting them ;  this  would  go  in  destruction  of  the 
independence  and  purity  of  the  House,  and  some 
gentlemen  seemed  to  suppose,  to  the  subver^onof 
Gberty.  The  facts,  whatever  they  mi^t  be,  were 
to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  whO) 
as  financiers,  were  to  form  opinions  respecting 
them;  and  those  opinions  were  to  be  sent  to  the 
Secretary  for  a  systematic  arrangement,  and  this 
systematic  arrangement  was  to  be  made  without 
suggesting  any  opinion.  How  this  was  to  be  done 
Ibe  gentlemen  had  not  been  pleased  to  declare. 
We  only  knew  that  no  opinions  were  to  be  re- 
commended to  the  adoption  of  the  House.  This 
was  the  dreadful  enemy  to  our  independence  and 
freedom,  that  was  to  be  avoided  with  the  utmost 
caution.  He  himself  had  hitherto  supposed,  that 
a  systematic  arrangement  for  the  execution  of  a 
complicated  and  intricate  subject,  could  not  be 
made  without  suggesting  many  opinions.  That 
he  believed  this  singular,  and  as  yet  inexplicaUe, 
scheme  of  forming  systematic  arrangements  with- 
out opinions^  would  be  as  curious  as  it  wooltt  be 
new  in  practice. 

He  said,  no  gentleman  could  doubt  but  that  the 
plans  of  the  Minister  would  find  their  way  into 
the  House,  if  regularly  introduced,  as  they  had 
hitherto  been.    The  officer,  whoever  he  mif^t  be, 


rity  in  the  varmos  plans  he  should  recommend. 
That  it  appeared  to  htm,  that  gentlemen  who  ao 
strenuously  opposed  the  present  motion,  would,  if 
they  should  succeed  in  taeir  wishes,  destroy  most 
of  the  benefits  intended  by  the  institution  of  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  wholly 
screen  the  officer  from  every  species  of  responsi- 
bility. 

Mr.  GooDBUG  supported  the  reference.  He 
generally  remarked,  that  in  his  opinion  the  most 
eligible  mode  to  be  adopted  for  raisin?  the  sup- 
plies on  the  (nesent  occasion  would  be  b^  way  of 
loan.  He  then  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the 
various  objects  which  ought  to  be  within  the  know- 
ledge of  every  man  who  pretends  to  manaf^  the 
finances  of  a  country.  He  did  not  think  it  any 
derogation  from  the  character  of  any  member  at 
the  House  to  suppose  tl^t  they  were  less  com- 
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petent  to  a  thorough  investigation  of  fiscal  ar- 
niD^eineDts  than  an  indiTiduaTwho  had  made  the 
subject  the  pariicolar  object  of  hia  study  and  at- 
tention. The  mischievous  consequences  of  com- 
mittinff  these  arrangements  to  numbers,  had  been 
severely  felt  in  some  of  the  Slates;  in  Ine  present 
ease  the  House  does  not,  hoivever,  commit  its 
judgment — it  is  at  liberty  to  apinove  or  reject — 
and  the  measure,  in  foct,  is  only  taking  the  best 
means  to  get  the  best  information. 

Mr.  Paoe. — 1  shall  always  vote  against  a  motion 
for  applyinj;  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
informatioa  respecting  the  meana  of  procuring  the 
sums  of  money  necessary  for  the  exigencies  of 
Oovemment.  It  is  no  argument  to  me  to  be  told, 
that  the  act  which  established  the  Department,  at 
the  head  of  vrhich  that  officer  is  placea,anthoTizes 
that  motion.  That  act  may  be  plead  as  obligatory 
on  the  Secretary  to  reply  to  such  inquiry  when 
made  by  Confess,  but  not  to  induce  this  Mouse 
to  make  such  inquiry.  When  that  act,  which  is 
now  urged  in  justification  of  the  motion  before  the 
House,  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  House 
which  formed  it,  1  raised  my  feeble  voice  against 
it.  I  endeavored  to  show,  that  the  powers  ^ven 
to  an  officer,  who  was  appointed  by  the  President 
and  Senate,andremoveable  by  the  President  alone, 
'were  such  as  were  ntteily  incompatible  with  the 
principles  of  the  Conitiiution,  and  perhaps  with 
th«  letter  of  it,  as  that  does  not  permit  even  the 
independent  Senate,  the  Representatives  of  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  Slates,  to  originate  a 
money  bill.  I  remarked,  that  if  the  bill  passed,  it 
vrould  verify  the  predictions  of  theantt'Federalists, 
as  they  were  called,  and  would  alarm  many  friends 
of  the  new  Government.  I  observed  that  the  prac- 
tice of  the  former  Congress,  which  was  adcfuced 
as  a  precedent  for  such  applications  to  the  Secre- 
tary tor  his  statements  and  reports,  was  not  a  case 
in  point;  as  the  Congress,  under  the  Confederation, 
was  looked  upon  as  a  mere  diplomatic  bodv,  whose 
acts  were  revised, approved,  or  rejected  by  tne  State 
Assemblies — which  shows  that  it  was  immaterial 
who  planned  the  schemes  of  finance — whence  in- 
formation was  derived,  or  who  drew  the  acts  of 
the  then  Congress,  as  they  were  not,  as  the  laws 


of  the  present  Cot 
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:o  the  laws 


of  all  the  States.  I  contended,  sir,  that  it  was  the 
peculiar  duty  o(  this  House,  to  originate  money 
bills,  and  to  devise  ways  and  means  as  they  are 
called.  lamstillmost  decidedly  of  the  same  opin- 
ion; and  I  think  with  the  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  FiTzsiMONsl  that  such  a  reference  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  a  dereliction  of 
our  duty,  and  an  abandonment  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  us;  and  that  many  other  references  must  have 
the  appearance  of  an  unbecoming  indolence.  I 
am  also  of  opinion  with  the  member  from  Oeor- 
*  u  [Mr.  Baldwin,]  that  if  ever  we  make  a  stand, 
ihonld  be  on  this  ground.  I  will  add^  that  it  is 
high  time  to  make  that  stand.  For  a  bill  having 
passed,  which  wasopposed  as  daiigerous  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  utterly  incompatible  with  the  princi- 
ples of  a  free  Oovemment,  and  indeed  as  inconsist- 
ent with  the  plain  construction,  and  I  may  say  the 
very  tetter  of  our  own  Constitution;  and  that  lull 


being  now  appealed  to  as  a  justification  of  a  mo- 
tion which  can  be  supported  on  no  other  princi- 
ples, but  such  as  may  be  used  to  subvert  our  Oo- 
vemment, and  to  introduce  a  Monarchy,  as  un- 
limited as  that  lately  abolished  in  France;  for 
surelyif  more  wisdom  can  be  found  in  afew  Heads 
of  Departments,  than  in  the.  whole  Representative 
body  of  the  people — and  if  those  Heads  can  be 
made  reaponsible,  whilst  the  Representatives  are 
free  from  responsibility,  and  despatch  and  energy 
conbeobtainedwithout  the  expense  of  a  CcHagress, 
or  of  this  House  at  least,  I  see  not  why  the  people 
might  not  make  a  favorite  President  as  absolute 
as  the  Kin?s  of  France  hare  been,  and  call  oh 
Congress,  like  the  Parliaments  of  Paris,  only  to 
register  his  edicts.  1  say,  as  this  is  the  case,  it  is 
high  time  to  make  a  stand.  But  we  are  told,  that 
the  Heads  of  Departments  are  recc^ised  by  the 
Constitution,  and  the  business  now  required  of  one 
of  them  sanctioned  by  law;  and  we  are  also  told 
of  precedents  establishing  and  authorizing  this 
mode  of  proceeding.  It  is  surely,  then,  high  time 
for  every  member  who  views  that  law  and  such 
proceedings  under  it,  in  the  light  I  do,  to  join  with 
the  member  from  Georgia,  and  make  a  stand,  as 
he  calls  it.  And  I  trust,  sir,  that  rather  than  suffer 
that  law  to  be  thus  resorted  to,  they  will  unite  to 
amend  or  rejieal  it. 

I  repeal  it,  sir,  here  we  should  make  a  stand; 
for  however  well  intended  such  measures  may  be, 
and  the  arguments  in  support  i^  them,  their  tend- 
ency is  mischievous,  and  ought  to  be  opposed  by 
every  friend  to  a  free  Government. 

The  bills  esCablishinff  the  Departments  of  Go- 
vernment have  strong  Monarchical  features;  and 
have  too  often  led  Congress  into  the  steps  of  Mo- 
narchical Governments.  The  Republican  part  of 
the  British  Government  rely  on  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  the  Heads  of  Departments  be- 
ing members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  are  always 
forward  to  take  the  lead  in  the  plans  or  projects 
of  the  Crown;  and  they  have  so  ingeniously  in- 
volved the  plans  of  finance,  that  few  understand 
the  mysterious  business,  and  therefore  it  is  in  the 
Minister's  hands  alone.  Sir,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons always  severely  scrutinize  their  plans,  and 
are  not  so  obsequious  to  their  Ministers,  ai  some 
gentlemen  are  disposed  to  be  to  our  Secretaries. 

But  what  would  Englishmen  say,  if  their  Par- 
liament were  to  pass  such  a  bill  as  this  now  re- 
ferred  to ;  and  should  call  on  a  man,  not  ajnember 
of  either  House,  but  appointed  by  the  King,  with 
the  advice  indeed  of  the  House  of  Lords,  remova- 
ble however  by  the  King  alona,  to  lay  before  the 
House  of  Commons  a  phin  of  ways  and  means? 
Would  the  people  of  England  be  satisfied  with  the 
Strang  story  of  his  responsibility?  And  of  his 
supenor  abilities?  But  what  is  this  responsibility 
so  much  talked  of?  The  President  may  dismiss 
the  Secretary  from  bis  office,  or  this  House  may 
impeach  him;  but  when  the  President  and  Cmi- 
gress  both  are  his  accomplices,  who  will  dismiss 
or  who  impeach,  and  where  then  is  his  responsi- 
bilitv  ?  And  what  is  to  become  of  the  people's  righM||i'.. 
if  thisbe  the  case, and  this  House  be  not  acconntafaSR. 
to  the  peoiJefonlsacts?  asamember  said.  ^^^'' 
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r,  I  will  not  oak  what  Englisbmjen  would 
.  ^  ch  aa  occasion,  I  will  Cell  you  what  Ame- 

licaoB  have  Mid.  Tbey  have  said  ihM,  under  this 
boast«d  act,  you  might  as  well  apply  to  tke  Piesi- 
denl  in  the  first  instance,  as  to  any  Head  of  De- 
partment under  him,  were  it  not  for  their  virtue; 
and  that,  at  the  rate  Congress  have  proceeded  in 
lome  cases,  their  rights  are  at  the  mercy  of  De- 
putments.  But  here  we  are  a<ked,  if  we  have  not 
wisdom  enough  to  reject  an  improper  plan,  how 
we  could  be  supposed  capable  of  devising  a  good 
onei  To  this,  sir.  I  shfLU  only  leplyj  that  when 
we  bave  done  our  Dest,  we  shaA  have  ilischarged 
our  duty;  and  our  bills  will  at  least  be  framed  ac- 
cording to  our  Constitution;  and  the  doubting 
members  may  ask  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  if 
tbey  please.  One  member  endeavored  to  ridicule 
Republican  jealousy ;  1  thank  God,  although  I  am 
a  Republican,  1  know  where  to  direct  my  jealous 
attention,  and  where  and  when  to  repose  confi- 
dence; when  to  strengthen  Government  and  when 
Is  Mstrain  it. 

We  were  uked  indeed,  Are  you  afraid  of  truth, 
aad  unwilUns  to  receive  instruction'?  I  answer, 
Mo.  Truth  u  our  great  object,  and  just  informa- 
tion our  only  aim;  but  to  get  at  truth,  respecting 
tke  most  liltel*  means  of  raiung  a  revenue,  with 
as  little  ir 
eats,  was, 
of  the  framers  ot 
stituted  this  House  of  Representatives.  In  this 
House  alone  1  should  search  for  truth,  respecting 
this  important  question;  from  the  Representatives 
of  the  States  I  should  expect  to  receive  all  the 
Aoeessary  ioformalioa  respecting  it;  and  if  the 
Secretary  be  possessed  of  vouchers  or  further  in- 
fbmmtion,  the  House  should  call  for  it.  In  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  every  inquiry  should  be 
■sade— resoiutioDs  be  proposed,  examined,  amend- 
ed, and  when  maturely  considered  and  approved 
^  tke  House,  where  all  the  further  iuifornuition 
which  the  Heads  of  Departments  can  give  may  be 
called  for,  our  business  would  be  done.  I  say  this 
ie  the  way  for  Ccmgress  to  get  at  ioformatioo,  and 
to  arrive  at  truthj  but  to  apply,  in  the  first  in- 
Kutce,  to  a  single  individual  must  be  intproper — 
to  an  udividual  circumstanced  as  the  Heads  of 
Dqiartments  are— who  ace  removable  by  the 
President — liable,  from  the  infirmity  of  human 
Datsre,  to  local  attachments,  to  imposition,  even 
of  ingenuity  and  good  sense  i  I  mean  the  imposi- 
tion of  their  own  theoretical  reasoning,  borrowed 
from  writers  on  Governments  not  altogether  re- 
sembling our  own.  Whatever  he  ehouQ  propc«e, 
would  come  with  such  advantages  as  to  reqtiire 
much  tim£,  and  perhaps  more  penetration  thaa 
ihis  Hcnise  could  readily  command,  lo  see  through 
Wd  reject,  if  impropu;  but  some,  I  know,  are  of 
opinion  that  a  Searetary  may  venture  to  propose 
what  no  neraber  would  be  hardy  enough  to  men- 
tion. Some  have  doubted  whether  the  Funding 
System,  the  Aaivmpliou,  or  the  Excise,  could  have 
been  introduced  by  any  other  means.  If  this  be 
true,  and  these  schemes  be  such  as  in  the  issue  of 
"^  n  shall  be  attended  with  happy  consequences, 
"  ~  '  -    <    -   ^oations  to  the 


ifhem  shall  be  attended  with  happy  c< 
$0  far  as  we  have  gotke,  such  apimca 


Secretary  were  right;  but  it  is  tmmanly,  aitd  db- 
becoming  the  Representatives  of  freemen,  to  aet 
in  this  manner,  to  adopt  measures  which  we  duo 
not  propose,  and  to. applaud  them  because  they 
were  planned  by  this  or  that  Secretary.  It  is  un- 
generous to  hold  up  a  Seerelaiy  as  responsible  for 
errors  adopted  by  Congress;  and  it  is  unreasonaUe 
to  impose  upon  him  a  task  which,  although  out 
peculiar  duty  to  perform,  we  shrink  from.  The 
multitude  of  references  already  made  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  the  necexiory  leng^  of 
some  of  his  reports,  leave  him  no  leisure  to  attend 
properly  to  the  different  branches  of  his  own  De- 
partment. 

But  what  information  do  we  ask?  We  know 
the  estimates  of  expenses  for. the  present  year. 
We  have  estimates  of  the  probable  amount  of  the 
revenue;  and  we  have  called  for  a  Report  of  the 
amount  of  surpluses,  if  any,  in  the  Treasnry.  We 
con  then,  as  well  as  the  Secretary,  determine  whe> 
ther  any  additional  revenue  will  be  necessary ;  and 
if  so,  we  alone  oiuht  to  devise  the  ways  and  meant 
of  raising  it.  If  despatch  is  necessary,  it  is  better 
to  determine  here  at  once  what  is  to  be  done,  than 
to  apply  to  the  Secretary,  whose  plans  we  may, 
after  long  debates,  reject.  As  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  I  acknowledge  his  abilities;  I  know 
too  that  some  of  his  Reports  do  honor  to  his  heut, 
as  well  aa  to  his  head ;  his  gallant  behaviour  in  tke 
late  war  has  eommandedWy  highest  respect  and 
esteem;  but  I  owe  too  much  respect  to  our  coun- 
try lo  agree  to  the  resolution  before  you.  I  wish, 
therefore,  that  this  House  would  refer  only  such 
coses  to  him,  as  they  cannot  decide  on  without 
official  informatioQ  in  hit  hands;  and  that,  in  the 
present  case,  the  House  would,  in  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tke  Union,  take  under 
their  consideration  the  means  of  raising  the  siq)- 
piies  which  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government,  and  protection  of  the  tnat- 
tiers. 

Mr.  Steele  observed  that  a  motion  to  bring 
forward  a  bill  for  repealing  the  law  establishiiig 
the  Treasury  Department,  would  afford  a  proper 
opportunity  for  the  display  of  thai  oratory  which 
the  House  had  been  entertained  with  yesterday 
aitd  to-day ;  but  on  the  present  occasion,  he  con- 
ceived the  remarks  were  not  in  point  He  ob- 
served that  it  was  custcauiiry  with  the  first  Coit- 
gress  lo  make  references  of  subjects  of  this  nature 
lo  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  the  present 
Congress  has  done  the  same,  and  he  had  beard  of 
nothing  that  suggests  a  sufficient  reason  to  devi- 
ate from  the  practice.  All  the  Reports  that  have 
been  received  have  been  attended  to,  investigated, 
and  scrutinized  with  a  zeal  and  dil^nce  which 
have  not  marked  the  conduct  of  the  House  on  the 
Reports  from  Select  Committees.  He  instanced 
several  Reports  of  the  latter  description,  to  which 
little  attention  had  been  paid.  The  independence 
of  the  House  has  been  manifested  in  respect  ta 
Reports  from  Executive  officers,  even  from  tke 
highest ;  and  he  trusted  that,  on  all  occasions,  the 
House  would  continue  to  support  its  iodependeDOC 
of  character.  He  should  always  rejoice  in  ancn>- 
portunity  to  oppose  every  Report  fiom  the  Hetu 
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of  Departments,  wfaem  his  judgmc 
prove  of  them. 

He  contrasted  the  present  eondaet  of  those  op- 
posed to  (he  motion,  with  their  conduct  on  the  bill 
providing  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiefs.  Every 
one  ivho  now  opposes  this  proposition,  w»s  in  fovor 
of  almost  an  implicit  adoption  of  the  Report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War.  He  opposed  that  report ; 
Irat  these  gealtemen  now  oppose  the  most  obvious 
mode  of  devising  waya  and  means  to  defray  an 
enormous  expense,  brought  on  (he  country  by  that 
Tery  bill, 

Mr.  MtntBAT  observed,  that,  on  such  a  question, 
his  object  should  be  to  pursue  what  appes.tcd  to 
him  the  wisest  mode  of  raising  taxes.  In  agree- 
ing, however,  with  the  resolution  and  its  reference, 
he  coaid  neither  see  danger  in  the  precedent,  nor 
snirender  of  constitutional  right  m  the  conse- 
qtiences.  As  to  the  pririlege  of  originating  money 
bills,  when  ways  and  means  are  to  be  sought  for, 
his  first  object  should  be,  to  gain  all  the  informa- 
tion the  delicacy  of  the  case  oemaDded.  The  duty 
of  exploring  the  resources  of  a  country,  as  yet  an- 
tried  m  many  of  it>  objects  of  taxKtion,  was  cer- 
tainly the  business  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;  but  why  they  should  refuse  to  themselves 
an  opportunity  of  ^njng  addititmal  knowledge 
beyond  what  the  leisure  of  any  one  here,  or  the 
Kbilitiea  of  few  conld  collect,  was  extraordinary. 
He  wished  for  a  reference  to  the  Secretary  in  the 
first  instance,  because  it  would  not  very  well  com- 
port -with  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  refer  to  htm 
in  the  second  instance.  If,  on  trial,  there  should 
appear  either  a  crudity  or  a  conflicting  of  systems ; 
and  if,  as  would  most  probably  be  the  case,  par- 
tiality inthemoverofany  undebated  set  of  resolu- 
tions, should  show  itself,  the  House  most  either 
make  the  most  of  the  plans  proposed,  or,  in  the 
very  last  resort,  call  on  the  Officer  of  Gtoremment 
to  suggest  his  opinion  on  the  subject.  The  sub- 
ject was  extremely  intricate;  but  part  of  the  in- 
tricacy of  taxation  and  finance  was  removed  by 
tbe  wdl-arranged  order  in  which,  be  prestinied, 
the  documents  relative  to  the  Department  were 
preserved.  An  act  of  Congress  has  already  deli- 
neated the  duties  of  the  various  Departments,  To 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  felooeed  to  col- 
lect information  respecting  the  objects  of  taxation  ; 
to  invent  or  adopt,  and  propose  tchemesby  which 
the  revenues  were  to  be  improved ;  to  digest  ideas 
on  tde  political  economy  of  the  country,  and  to 
superintend  its  finances.  In  such  a  Department, 
he  must  think  that  a  mass  of  information  existed 
on  the  varions  resources  of  this  country,  and  their 
probable  productivene83,whichwas  not  necessarily 
to  be  expected  elsewhere.  He  wished  to  avail 
himself  of  this  information,  on  which  he  would 
exercise  his  right  of  judging,  altering,  or  reject- 
ing ;  and  he  wished  to  obtain  it  in  the  mode  most 
congenial  with  his  own  mind,  in  an  open,  respoo- 
riUe  communication  to  the  whole  House.  He 
was  certain  that,  though  in  no  haUts  of  intintacy 
himself,  that  could  justify  a  private  communica- 
tion with  the  Secretary,  nor  warrant  from  the  Se- 
cretary an  tmsolicited  opinion  to  him,  theopisions 
and  Ideas   -  •    ~  *■  ■  -  - 


IS  of  the  Secretary  woald,  ia  sc 
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iuflneace.  The  whole  influeaee  of  superior  judg- 
ment, and  of  well-digesad  opinion,  he  did  not  fear. 
On  the  contrary,  that  superiority  wis  ^a  only  one 
to  which  coold  bow;  and  the  only  way  in  which 
the  unmixed  benefit  of  such  an  infisence  can  be 
fell,  was  that  way  in  which  the  law  respecting 
the  Heads  of  Departments  contemplated  Ue  eob- 
iect  From  this  mode  of  commuuieatiug  all  the 
knowledge  of  the  Treasury  Department,  two  bene- 
fits would  be  derived:  the  Secretary  would  sead 
toils  his  best  OMnionsOB  the  subject,  and  in  a  way 
of  which  the  whole  House  and  the  public  itseff 
could  avail  themselves  in  fbrmiBg  a  jadgntent; 
and  private  influence,  partially  and  irresponsibly 
given  to  individual  members,  would  be  rendered 
uselesk.  He  begged  leave  to  remark,  Aat  the  ob- 
jection to  this  mode,  that  the  power  and  right  was 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  toorieiiiate  money 
bills,  could  not  have  much  weight.  The  House  at 
Representatives,  of  right,  and  by  the  Constitution, 
were  properly  constituted  the  sole  origin  of  money 
bills ;  but  this  reference  does  not  deny  the  right, 
nor  can  it  weaken  its  operation.  A  bill  does  not 
originate  till  the  House  has  agreed  to  some  prin- 
ciples or  resolutions,  or  a  committee  reports  a  b^ 
by  order.  Principles  then  established  by  vote, 
resolutions,  or  leave,  are  the  only  ways  in  which, 
in  a  Legislative  sense,  any  thing  can  be  known  to 
this  Ooremment  to  origtnaU  in  the  work  of  le- 

g'llation.  He  who  has  not  a  seat  here,  of  wboai, 
r  the  s^e  a[  multiplied  information,  we  reqtNTe 
controllable  opinion,  does  no  mote  tnigiiuUe  the 
legislative  work  of  the  Hotise,  than  the  author  at 
a  work  on  finance,  from  irtiose  opinions  we  form 
a  s^eme  of  revenue,  can  be  said  to  tax  the  peo)^ 
There  is  certainly  this  good  attending  a  tenrenea 
in  such  cases :  a  greater  ehanee  tar  atm|dieity  m 
the  system  of  finance,  and  greater  stability.  The 
opinions  thus  obtained  are  not  oMigatory  Arthei 
than  as  they  appeu  founded  in  wiMom ;  we  on 
alter,  add,  or  re^ct;  a  complete  eoutrol  is  in  one 
power.  It  is  thus  we  shall  unite  the  eSoieaey  and 
regularity  which  are  the  only  good  parts  of  bad 
government,  with  the  control  and  the  right  of  re- 
jection, which  belong  to  the  most  free.  Oentl»- 
men,  aner  all,  will  not  be  precluded  fromftimiik- 
inc  the  House  with  the  result  of  their  individnl 
labors  and  talents.  Some  gentlemen  had  agreed 
that  if  a  CtHnmittee  were  to  submit  a  plan  to  the 
House,  that  Committee  mi^i  obtain  all  the  in- 
telligence necessary  from  the  Secretary.  Thb 
would,  he  thought,  be  better  than  obtaiaii^  inform- 
ation secretly  oy  individiuls,  but  would  be  very 
objeetiombte,  and  attended  with  this  inconveu- 
euce:  that  the  opinions  of  the  Secretary  OB  whiek 
the  Committee  might  make  their  report,  would 
be  hat  partially  known  to  the  Honse^  and  wonU 
come  into  it  unaccompanied  by  the  high  respona»- 
bllity  which  an  official  Report  from  the  officer, 
made  in  the  face  of  the  world,  would  give  tbem. 
He  would  vote  for  Ae  reference,  becanse  be 
wished,  on  so  tender  a  subject  as  that  of  Inxatiot^ 
to  have  all  possible  iDfonaation,  because  he  fUt 
his  right  to  reject  o[daion>  to  wlueh  he  might  not 
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rienlAUly  exert  ibeir  impaiiial  judgmentE 
amnissioii  or  rejection.  . 

Mr.  FiHDLiY. — I  object  to  the  resolution  for  call- 
ing upoB  the  Secretary  to  report  upon  the  ways 
and  means,  as  contrary  to  the  principles  of  tae 
Government,  and  incoDsisteDt  with  the  purit)r  and 
indepeadence  of  the  House  of  Repreeenlatires, 
whose  duly  itlEexcliuivelylo  prepare  or  oiiginatt 
leTCDue  laws. 
'  I  consider  this  mode  as  a  transfer  of  Legisktire 
authority.  It  is  a  serious  question,  if  Legislative 
authority  can  be  transferred  by  the  constitutional 
BepreBeotatives  of  the  people.  If  it  can,  how  far 
If  any  part  of  the  constitutional  Legislative  trust 
can  be  transferred^  mav  not  all  or  any  part  tbereof 
beaoi  The  opinion  InavereceiTed,and  in  which 
lam  firmly  persuaded,  is,  tbat  the  Legislature,  nor 
any  branch  thereof,  can  do  any  part  of  legisla- 
tion by  VTOXJ.  The  members  only  are  reeponsi- 
Ue  for  tae  discharge  of  that  trust ;  they  are  the 
ofi&cial  judges  of  the  principles  and  objects  of  le- 

The  Hotise  of  Representatives  are  peculiarly 
intrusted  with  the  authority  of  digesting  fiscal  ar- 
rangements  and  principles;  of  saying  what  shall 
be  a  subject  of  taxation,  to  what  amount,  and  the 
uses  to  which  it  shall  be  applied.  This  power  is 
supposed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  by  the  conslitutions  of  most  or  alt  of  the  sepa- 
rate States,  to  be  B  most  importantand  infiuential 
part  of  Legislative  authority.  Hence  tbe  Senates, 
though  they  are  dso  the  people's  Representatives. 
are  in  other  respects  vested  vrith  equal  Legislative 
authority,  are  not  permitted  to  prepare  rever" 
systems;  their  attempting  to  do  it,  would  be 
unconstitutional  usurpaiicm  of  Legislative  po-n 

The  method  .of  transferring  a  power  to  the  Se- 
cretary to  digest  the  principlesof  money  bills,  and 
report  them  officially  to  the  House,  accompanied 
with  his  arguments  in  supoort  of  the  principles 
and  arrangements  containea  in  his  Report ;  which 
has  been  sanctioned  by  Congress,  and  is  now  about 
tO'  be  repealed  bv  the  resolution  before  you,  I  con- 
sider as  a  method  of  originating  money  bills  highly 
improper  in  itself,  and  which  has  a  dangerous 
tendency. 

But  a  worthy  member  [I  believe  Mr.  Ames]  in- 
forms  us,  in  derence  of  the  resolution,  that  the  Se- 
cretary can  prepare  a  revenue  system  with  more 
consistency  witn  respect  to  the  existing  revenue 
laws,  and  better  calculated  to  support  public  cre- 
dit ;  that  it  will  pass  with  Breaier  facility  through 
the  House;  that  the  members  are  unequal  to  the 
business ;  that  the  members  do  not  possess  suffi- 
cient information  to  enable  them  to  originate  tbe 
buaiaess;  that  the  Secretary  only  is  possessed  of 
the  information  competent  to  it ;  tnat  we  can 
judge  of  his  systems  when  they  are  laid  before  us, 
as  £ere  will  alwavs  be  some  to  find  oat  his  de- 
fects, and  expose  tnem.  All  these  arguments  re- 
specting tbe  incompetency  of  the  menibers  for  the 
business,  and  tbe  superior  fitness  of  the  Secretary, 
apply  against  dte  Qovemment  itself.    If  the  Con- 


stitution vests  this  House  with  a  trust  which  it  is 
not  qualified  to  discharge,  it  is  time  to  change  it, 
and  adopt  a  more  simple  form.  It  is  much  better 
to  have  a  Minister  responsible  to  tbe  people  tot 
the  revenue  systems  they  introduce,  than  to  have 
his  responsibility  lost  in  the  Legisuture.  If  the 
members  of  this  House  are  only  to  give  a  sauctioB 
to  the  Minister's  systems,  it  is  belter  to  dispense 
with  that  sanction.  1  have  no  doubt  but  tbat  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  very  capable  of  dis- 
charging this  duty ;  and,  if  he  was  a  member  of 
Ibis  House,  I  would  not  say  he  was  unfit  ibr  his 
part  of  that  trust ;  but  this  is  not  tbe  place  for  pa- 
negyric. The  Minister's  eminent  abilities,  or  hii 
want  of  them,  is  all  one  to  me  on  this  subjecL 
The  modesty  of  gentlemen  who  declare  them- 
selves unfit,  is  not  very  honorable  to  the  House, 
nor  easy  to  be  credited.  Let  the  House  fix  its 
own  prmciples,  judge  for  themselves  of  the  proper 
sources  of  revenue,  and  of  the  uses  to  which  it 
ought  to  be  applied ;  and  capacity  and  information 
will  grow  out  of  the  investigation.  If  the  mem- 
bers differ  in  opinion,  as  may  be  expected,  they 
will  propose  difierent  systems ;  and,  by  eomparismi 
and  discussion,  they  will  become  the  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject.  If  the  members  sQnd 
in  need  of  that  information  which  arises  from  the 
operation  of  existing  laws,  or  of  the  efficiency  of 
operating  revenues,  the  President  has  a  constitu- 
tional power  to  call  upon  the  Heads  of  Depart-  - 
ments  for  that  information,  and  communicate  it  to 
the  Legislature ;  and  tbe  House,  by  its  own  au- 
thority, has  a  nght  to  coll  for  information  from 
any  Officer  or  Department,  upon  any  subject  re- 
specting which  it  may  originate  laws-  This  is  a 
power  mcidental  lo  legislation.  But  with  respect 
to  tbe  eeneral  interests  of  the  community,  the 
knowledge  of  which  must  grow  out  of  a  repre- 
sentation of  all  tbe  local  interests,  this  con  only  be 
found  among  the  members  of  this  House ;  and,  if 
the  representation  was  more  numerous  and  more 
equal,  tbat  kindof  information  would  be  still  more 
perfect  Certainly  this  House  contains  in  itself 
more  extensive  knowledge  of  ^^^  people's  wants 
and  pressures,  of  their  situation  and  prepossessioni, 
and  of  their  resources,  than  the  most  enlightened 
Minister  can  possibly  do—especially  wheq  it  is 
considered  that  all  the  documents  locked  up  in  the 
Minister's  office  are  at  their  command.  The  prac- 
tice of  the  House,  in  dependingon  the  Ministerto 
originate  principles,  and  to  furnish  the  House  with 
volumes  of  arguments  in  favor  of  those  principles, 
and  the  custom  of  members  having  recourse  to 
those  arguments  as  authorities,  has  done  more  to 
dishonor  Congress,  and  lessen  the  members  in  the 
public  esteem,  since  the  change  of  the  Govern- 
ment, than  any  other  part  of  their  conduct.'  How 
Congress  be  respectable,  if  they  spend  long 
ions,  at  a  great  expense,  on  the  most  influen- 
tial parts  of  legislation,  only  to  give  a  sanction  to 
Ministerial  systems ;  or,  at  best,  only  to  criticise 

ctthemi 

I  is  alleged,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, framing  revenue  systems,  is  better  calculated 
to  support  public  credit,  and  elves  the  business  a 
greater  facility  in  its  passage  ULrough  the  House — 
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I  say  if  this  u  tnie,  it  prores  the  inflaence  to  bi 
danKcrous  In  &  hign  decree.  Certainty,  pubUt 
credit,  and  the  means  oTsapporting  it,  ought  to 
depend  ODly  on  the  will  of  the  Legisbtnr- 
and  neither  on  the  wbdom  nor  the  caprice  of 
Minister;  indeed,  if  it  stands  upon  any  other  ai 
thority  or  influence,  it  is  not  fixed  upon  stable 
ground;  for  the  Legislature  may,  and  will,  some 
time  or  other,  act  upon  its  own  principles,  and  ' 
this  c«se  the  change  of  systems  may  be  the  mc 
sensible.  Gentlemen  are  wrong  in  arKoing  from 
the  old  GoTemment  to  the  new ;  the  old  Gtovem- 
Stent  was  not  vested  with  powers,  nor  guessed 
of  resources  for  the  support  of  public  credit ; 
therefore  the  not  supporting  it  cannot  be  ascribed 
to  the  Idinister's  not  originating  the  systems.  The 
gentlemen  say,  that  it  is  proper  the  Secretary 
should  be  permitted  to  accompany  his  Reporl 
with  argnments,  in  order  to  explain  the  principle: 
thereof,  and  state  the  facts  with  which  it  is  con- 
nected. I  wholly  object  to  a  Minister's  dictating 
or  propounding  revenue  systems,  and  still  more 
to  nis  supporting  them  with  argummts,  as  it  is 
carrjring  the  influence  of  the  Esecutite  adminis- 
tration to  a  still  greater  extent.  The  President 
has  a  constitutional  right  to  communicate  inform- 
ation, to  recommend  such  subjects  as  he  may 
think  expedient,  and  to  exercise  a.  limited  negatiTe 
after  the  bills  hare  passed  both  Houses.  But  if 
the  President  was  to  claim  a  right  to  originate  a 
money-bill,  it  would  be  judged  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  the  Government,  and  dangerous  to 
liberty.  How  much  mora  dangerous,  and  1  had 
almost  said  degrading,  is  it  to  transfer  that  power 
to  a  temporary  Minister,  not  chosen  by  the  people 
nor  responsiWe  to  them. 

But,  one  gentleman  says,  that  this  is  made  the 
Secretary's  dnt]^  by  the  law  which  constitutes  his 
office.  That  it  is  made  his  duty  by  law  is  a  sufS- 
cient  apolocy  for  him  in  undertaking  and  dis- 
charging it,  out  not  for  the  House  in  transferring 
it  to  nim.  I  deny  that  the  House  can  be  bound 
by  a  law  with  respect  to  its  jpowers  and  duties. 
This  Honse  is  as  free  to  origmate  money-bills  as 
the  last  House  was,  and  any  future  House  will  be 
as  free  as  this.  The  Constitution  is  the  only  law 
whereby  the  powers  and  duties  of  this  House  can 
be  governed,  nor  can  we  either  decline  a  duty  or 
transfer  a  trust  which  has  been  specially  bound  on 
us  by_  it.  Nor  will  I  agree  with  the  ^ntlemen 
that  if  it  is  an  evil  it  arises  from  necessity.  Cer- 
tainly if  we  are  capable  of  altering,  amending,  or 
changing  the  principles  of  the  Secretary's  Reports 
altogether,  as  is  granted,  we  most  be  capable,  with 
due  industry  and  attention,  to  originate  them  our- 

But  we  are  further  told,  in  defence  of  referring 
to  the  Secretary,  that  if  we  do  not  do  it  ourselves, 
the  committee  employed,  or  some  of  the  members, 
will  have  recourse  to  the  Secretary  for  assistance, 
and  that  in  this  way  his  principles  and  arguments 
will  be  introduced  with  equal  influence  secretly, 
and  that  it  is  better  to  face  it  openly,  and  for  aJl 
the  members  to  have  equal  advantages  from  it 

This  argument  ii  ptausible  indeed,  but  will  not 
L*- .  »._i_.ti...     So  &r  ii  tha  method  con-| 


it  produces  it  in  a  much  greater  degree.  From 
the  nature  of  the  case  we  may  conclude,  that  a 
Minister  will  not  digest  a  revenue  system  withont 
adapting  it  to  the  views  and  interests  of  a  number 
of  influential  members,  who  will  assist  him  in 
preparing  and  influencing  others  to  support  it 
when  introduced;  indeed,  it  gives  the  greatest 
possible  stimulus  to  private  influence ;  for  it  not 
only  combines  an  influential  private  interest  to 
support  it,  but  the  Minister's  character  and  th« 
character  of  his  friends  are  much  higher  pledged 
for  its  success  than  if  the  influence  was  private. 
Thus,  1  apprehend,  this  method  is  not  only  objec- 
tionable on  account  of  the  Ministerial  systems  and 
arguments  which  the  members  receive  in  this 
House,  and  peruse  in  their  closets,  but  also  on 
account  of  the  greater  inducement  it  mtui  give  to 
a  more  dangerous  private  influence,  and  in  time 
to  corruption.  But  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Sixkle]  olMerves,  that  we  may 
upon  the  same  grounds  object  to  the  President's 
Address,  recommending  business 'to  the  Legisla- 
ture; that  myself  and  oriiers  who  oppose  the 
reference  in  question,  very  lately  advocated  a 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  he  op- 
posed; that  by  carrying  the  substance  of  that 
Report  into  a  law,  we  have  saddled  the  Govern- 
ment with  a  debt  for  which  we  are  now  about  to 
provide ;  and  he  suggests  the  impropriety  of  those 
for  whose  immediate  defence  the  d«bt  is  incWred 
objecting  to  the  usual  method  of  providing  for  its 
discharge. 

I  have  observed  already,  that  the  President  has 
a  right,  created  by  the  Constitution,  to  recommend 
busmess  to  the  Legislarare,  as  well  as  to  give  in- 
formation of  the  state  of  the  Union ;  in  conse- 
quence of  this  trust  he,  by  a  Report  of  his  Secr»> 
tary,  gave  us  information  of  the  state  and  misfor- 
tunes of  the  Indian  war,  and  his  ofHoion  of  the 
force  and  expense  that  he  judged  necessary  to 
enable  him  to  bring  it  to  a  happy  and  speedy  con- 
clusion. This  information  was  constitutional  and 
necessary.  Well  knowing  that  an  inadequate 
force  ana  the  short  enlistments  rendered  the  two 


ipaigns    disgraceful,  and    increased  the 
and  irritation  of  t'  '      '   '  * 

ase  of  the  army,  i 
ments;  but  I  voted  for  higber  wages  than  was 


mglh  a 


of  the  enemy,  1  voted  for 
of  the  army,  and  for  longer  enlist- 


reported,  and  we  will  yet  regret  that  this  n 
agreed  to ;  and  I  think,  in  doing  so,  1  was  pro- 
moting the  best  interests  of  the  country,  and  coun- 
tenancing 00  unconstitutional  influence.  Surely 
if  the  gentleman  would  reflect  for  a  moment,  he 
would  not  quote  this  as  a  precedent  to  justify  this 
House  in  voting  a  transfer  of  the  peculiar  and 
exclusive  constitntional  privilege  and  inalienable 
trust  of  this  House,  to  originate  or  digest  the  prin- 
ciples of  revenue  systems,  to  an  Executive  Officer, 

>t  known  in  tbe  Consiitotion,  nor  appointed  by 

dependent  on  this  Honse. 

I  will  further  b^  leave  to  inform  the  gentle- 
man, that  the  peop^  of  tbe  frontiers  do  not  claim 
protection  as  a  favor;  they  demand  it  as  a  right; 
they  know  that  protection  and  allegiance  are  in- 
separable ;  that  if  they  are  not  protacted,  their 
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coonexian  with  the  GaTemmant  is  dissolved;  it 
is  tkeit  lot  and  their  mieforcune  to  be  exposed  as 
eonrtant  picquet  guard  to  the  interior  inhabitants; 
too  fieqiwatly  have  their  habitations  been  rendered 
d«H)late,  and  (bey  have  had  their  dearest  relatives 
butchered.  When  the  Atlantic  abores  were  the 
object  of  invasion,  neither  the  ioclemency  of  the 
*e«aou  nor  the  dangerous  ^tuatioas  of  their  fami- 
Uea  at  home  prevented  them  from  giving  assist- 
ance. They  have  had  tittle  weight  in  the  Coun- 
cils which  have,  by  affording  inadequate  means 
of  protection,  increased  their  distress;  they  think 
it  ungenerous  to  ba  aided  with  a  too  sparing  hand, 
and  at  the  «ame  time  innilted  with  unmerited 

IM^OtKsb. 

The  gentleman  aays,  he  has  heard  me  often 
moving  to  refer  petitions  to  one  or  other  of  the 
Secretaries  myself.  I  acknowledge  it.  When 
the  petitions  are  for  personal  claims,  being  of  a 
judicial  nalure,andGonneetedwith  the  documents 
w  the  Secretary's  office,  I  thiak  it  [voper  to  refer 
them  there  for  information  with  respect  id  tacts. 
When  1  moved  for  a  reference  of  the  ezci&e  peti- 
tions which  came  in  by  me,  1  did  it  in  obedience 
to  the  custom  (^  tike  House,  but  with  an  express 
dcelwaticoi  that  I  thoushtthe  custom  then  wrong; 
this,  I  have  no  doubt,  ue  members  will  recollect. 
The  gentlemaa  has  also  observed,  that  there  is 
independenee  and  good  sense  enough  in  this  House 
to  examise,  to  alter,  or  reject  a  Report  of  the 
SecB^tary,  notwithstanding  his  arguments  which 
accompany  it,  and  that  we  have  done  so  in  vari- 
ous iikstanees.  This  I  freely  grant ;  nay,  I  advo- 
<Mte  mure  than  this:  I  believe  there  is  good  sense 
and  independence  enoogh  in  this  Mouse  to  digest 
and  orwinate  revenue  systems  without  the  Secre- 
tary's doing  it  for  us.  But  what  does  this  argu- 
ment amount  to  1  Why,  it  amounts  to  giving  the 
p«cnliar  trust  of  originating  to  the  Secretary,  and 
reserving  that  ]Kiwer  to  ourselves  which  the  Con- 
stitution vests  m  the  other  branch.  The  Senate 
cannot  prepaie  a. money  bill,  but  they  may  alter, 
amend,  or  reject  such  as  we  prepare  uid  transmit 
to  them;  and  they  have  done  so.  Is  not  this 
giving  tike  power  and  influence  in  a  great  degree 
to  IM  Secretary,  which  the  Constitution  gives 
to  us 2  Is  it  not,  in  iact,  giving  up  the  point? 
The  Senate  is  not  permitted  to  digest  their  argu- 
ments and  transmit  them  to  us  in  support  of  busi- 
neas  which  they  prepare;  neither  are  we  permit- 
ted to  do  so  with  them.  Nay,  it  is  unparliament- 
ary to  tnentioo  what  we  think  wonld  be  agreeable 
to  the  Senate  or  the  President,  in  obi  arguments 
«a  the  Aoor,  Lett  it  should  have  the  appearance  of 
inflaendng  the  measure.  The  one  branch  cannot 
call  upon  the  other  officially  to  originate  business ; 
kow  unreasonable,  then,  is  it  to  refer  the  most 
iopOTtuit  busiue«s  to  the  Secretary  to  digest  and 
prepare,  and  also  to  digest  arguments  for  us  which 
vc  Mder  to  be  printed  and  put  into  ever^  mem- 
ber's hand.  But  this  method  is  highly  objection- 
able on  another  ground.  It  is  putting  the  power 
of  the  buainesB  out  of  our  hands  with  respect  to 
the  lime  of  our  delibenttion ;  this  is  certainly  more 
than  we  are  aathoriaed  to  do,  or  can  be  accounta- 
Ue  for  to  our  coiutitnents.    If  this  practice  be- 


comes estaUiahed,  I  shall  not  be  surprised  to  find 
a  Minister,  in  connexion  with  his  friends  in  tbe 
House,  delaying  to  report  on  the  most  important 
subjects  until  near  the  end  cf  the  session,  when 
many  of  the  members  are  Rone  home,  or  so  anxioos 
to  get  home  thai  there  wul  not  be  a  sufficient  op- 
portunity for  deliberation.  Such  thrags  are  not 
unusually  attempted  in  public  bodies  without  the 
aid  of  a  Minister ;  in  this  House,  I  have  heard  the 
close  of  a  session  mentioned  as  an  apology  for  the 
passage  of  an  improper  law;  it  is  not  necessary 
to  create  new  snares  for  the  deliberations  of  the 
House.  Before  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this 
Hbuse*  was  informed  of  this  method  of  origin- 
ating revenue  systems,  and  1  always  tfaoughl  it 
wrong.  I  am  not  confident  the  oppoeition  to  it 
will  succeed  at  this  time;  the  session  is  drawing 
near  a  close,  and  the  opposition  of  members  who 
advocate,  the  proposed  refeMDce  may  delay  the 
business,  if  originated  in  a  way  disagreeable  to 
them.  These  reasons  may  induce  some  members 
to  vote  for  it  now,  that  would  not  do  so  in  othcx 
circumstances;  however,  if  it  is  .carried,  I  hope 
the  precedent  wiU  not  be  strengthened  by  a  large 
majority.  For  my  part,  I  pledge  myself  to  perse- 
vere in  opposition  thereto ;  andhave  no  doubt  b«t 
when  a  more  equal  and  more  numerous  repre- 
sentation occupies  thU  floor,  this  unwairantaUe 
Eractice  of  IransferriuK  so  influential  a  part  of  the 
legislative  trust  will  oe  changed. 

The  question  being  put,  mat  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  resolved  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  31,  nays  27 — as  follows: 

Yixa — Piaher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
■on,  Sfaearjuhub  Bonnie,  Betgamin  Bourne,  BUnidfi 
Oeny,  Nlcholsi  Gilmm,  Beiyunin  Qoodbne,  Janes 
Gordon,  James  HiUhonae,  Dsruel  Hoger,  Inael  Jscobi, 
Auon  KitchaU.Jahn  Lsaranae,  Amam  Learned,  Sanm> 
et  Livermore,  Win.  Vans  Munm^,  Cornelius  C  Schooa- 
maker,  Thsodore  Sedgwick.  Joshua  Seney,  WillUm 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sierretl,  Jonathan  Slutgea, 
Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tuck- 
er, John  Vinitig,  Jeremiah  WadBWorlh,  Artemas  Ward, 
and  Anthony  W«ne. 

FJxig. — John  Baptiit  Aihe,  Abnhsra  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Clarli,  William  Findley,  Thomas  !%■ 
limona,  WiUiam  B.  Gilea,  Andrew  Gregg,  Ssmuel  Grif' 
Gn,  WiDiaiD  Bsnr  GroTe,  Daniel  Heiater,  Philip  Key, 
Jtdm  W.  Kiltere,  Kcbaid  Bland  Lee,  NaAanial  Macon, 
Jstuea  MadisM),  John  Franda  Meicer,  Andrew  Moors, 
Frederick  Anfuatiu  MnhleubeTg,  NaAaaiel  Nilea,  J^n 
Page,  Joaiah  Paifccr,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Vao*- 
tde,  Alexander  While,  Hugh  WilliaHiwin,  and  Frands 

wai>. 

Fkid&y,  March  9. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
rfie  United  States,  communicating  the  copy  of  a 
statement  of  the  expenditures  of  public  moneys 
pursuant  to  the  act  providins  the  means  of  intei^ 
course  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations;  this  statement  was  read,  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

STATE  DUTIES  OF  TONNAGE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  tlie  Whote 
on  the  bill  deal&ring  the  assent  of  Congiese  to 
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I  acts  of  the  SttiteB  of  Mvyland,  Geoi^ia, 
■nd  Rhode  IslaDd  ukd  Providence  Plantations, 
witicb  imposeasmalldu^oD  toDoagefor  the  pur- 
pose of  clearing  obstructions  in  tbe  navigation  of 
the  Sound— Mr.  W.  Bmits  in  the  Chair. 

Mr-  Giles  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  clause, 
and  made  sundry  remarks  on  the  unequal  opera- 
tioa  c^  a  law  of  Maryland  which  shotild  subject 
the  vessels  of  other  States  to  a  tax  solely  for  the 
benefit  of  the  port  of  Baltimore.  It  is  designed  by 
this  bill  to  raise  a  fund  to  be  applied  for  the  re- 
moral  of  a  natural  otetructtoa  m  the  navigation 
of  that  port,  and  hence  he  considered  it  as  a  per- 
petuai  tax  on  the  citizens  of  other  States  j  in  this 
view,  he  objected  to  it  as  a  partial  tmposttioa ;  it 
vas  iQuch  complained  of  by  the  neighboiing  ports; 
he  hoped  therefore  the  clause  would  be  stiuclc  out 
Mr.  3enet  supported  the  clause.  He  observed, 
that  though  the  port  of  Baltimore  would  be  bene- 
fited in  the  first  mstance,  yet  it  was  by  no  means 
a  partial  business ;  the  accommodation  and  safety 
to  shipping  resulting  from  it  had  an  important 
reference  to  the  commerce  of  the  Union ;  it  con- 
tributes to  the  security  of  navigation,  both  foreign 
and  domestic—and  the  importance  of  the  trade  of 
that  place  wu  sufficiently  obvious  IVom  the 
amounted  the  revenue  collected  there.  Thesalo- 
tary  effects  of  the  regulations  which  have  been 
adopted  and  sanctioned  by  Congress,  he  ciwceived 
vere  soffieient  reason  itx  continuiitg  those  rtgu- 
lations.  '' 

Mr.  GoonnuE  aitd  Hr.  Gbrrt  (^ered  a  few  re- 
marks in  opposition  to  the  regulation,  and  said  the 
provision  might  be  extended  with  equal  propriety 
to  various  other  parts  of  the  Union ;  it  ought  not 
therefore  to  be  taken  up  except  on  general  prin- 
ciples. 

Mr.  MuRBAT  defended  the  regulation  of  the  bill 
on  general  principles.  He  considered  it  in  the 
light  of  a  turnpike  road,  which,  though  it  may 
sul^ect  the  citizeDs  to  a  tax,  they  are  abundantly 
compensated  by  the  benefits  rexnltiiw  from  the 
accommodation  thereby  provided ;  the  tonnage 
paid  is  a  small  duty,  applied  expressly  to  this  ob- 
ject, and  cannot  reasonably.be  considered  as  an 
oppressive  or  partial  tax ;  and  it  is  paid  by  those 
who  ale  immediately  benefited,  ana  is  in  every 
sense  reciprocal 

Mr.  NiLBs  said  he  bad  seconded  the  motion  for 
striking  out  on  a  mistaken  apprdiension.  He  had 
supposed  the  money  to  be  collected  was  to  go  into 
the  public  Treasury,  but  the  remarks  of  the  gea- 
tleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Mubrav]  had  unde- 
ceived him,  and  be  thought  his  comparison  to  a 
turnpike  road  was  in  point}  he  then  e^aigcd  era 
this  idea,  and  said  he  oould  not  conceive  what  in- 
jury wmld  result  from  ezteadiag  the  princi^  to 
any  part  of  the  Dnion  where  nmilar  o 

Mr.  BTBasETT  supported  the  clause.  He  gave 
a  short  histny  of  the  subject,  and  then  enlaced 
on  the  Keneral  policy  of  the  measure.  It  had  been 
objected  to  by  one  gentleroaa  on  coBstituiional 
ground ;  this  was  an  otyecticMi  which  he  had  not 
expected,  but  he  conceived  it  totally  unfoiuded,  as 
no  parW  ptafueaca  was  conHnded  for,  but  nMTHly 


coatinuanee  of  a  regulation  which  had  baea 
sanctioned  by  the  General  Government,  and  was 
clearly  within  the  spirit  and  letter  of  tne  clause 
which  has  reference  to  the  commnce  and  naviga- 
of  the  Stales)  it  is  a  regulation  of  a  general 
uaiuje,  that  tends  to  the  advancement  of  the  trade 
of  the  Union  as  welt  as  of  that  particular  port. 

Mr.  Ames  and  Mr.  Wbite  both  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  clause — the  latter  observed  that  it  appeared 
'    him  perfectly  constitutional. 

Mi.  GitJes  denied  that  the  benefits  resulting 
from  the  regulation  were  reciprocal;  they  are 
confined  to  tne  town  of  Baltimore ;  and,  if  the 
clause  is  agreed  to,  he  said  he  should  move  for  a 
bill  to  confer  similar  benefits  on  all  other  mk- 
nrls  laboring  under  natural  impediments  in  their 
larbors. 

Mr.  Hahtlev  suj>ported  the  clause  on  general 
principles,  and  said  he  should  advooate  a  law 
which  has  for  its  object  similar  regulations  in  re- 
spect to  any  other  place  laboring  under  the  like 
mfficulties. 

Mr.  Wadswobtb  said,  as  an  owner  of  shipping, 
he  should  give  his  consent  to  any  law  whien  pro- 
vides for  removing  the  obstructions  in  uaviganoa. 
No  impositions  are  paid  with  more  cheeriulnesa 
tban  those  which  are  designed  to  procure  safety 
and  accommodation  to  the  shipping.  He  enlarged 
on  the  advantages  which  result  to  the  general  IB- 
terestj  both  of  Uie  merchant  and  fanner,  from  the 
shipping  being  able  to  penetrate  far  into  the 
country  by  the  navigable  rivers ;  similar  applica- 
tions^ said  he,  may  m  made  from  other  quarters, 
and  if  they  should  he  would  give  his  assent  to 

Mr.  FrrzemONa  added  some  observations  in 
Ikvor  of  the  clause,  and  then  die  question  being 
put,  the  motion  for  striking  oat  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  proeeeded  throsgh  the  odier 
sections,  tmd  then  repented  the  bill  wiuout  amend- 

The  blank  for  the  continuance  of  the  act  was 
filled  with  three  yeui,  and  thea  it  was  ordered 
that  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
INDEMNITY  TO  GENERAL  GBEENE. 
le  House 

tion  reported  f. . .  _    __     .    _    .. 

House  on  the  24th  of  February  last,  to  indeDinify 
the  esute  of  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel 
(keeoe,  for  a  caitain  Buretysbip  entered  into  b^  the 
caid  Nathaniel,  in  his  life-time,  on  paUieaeconnt. 

The  reportbeing  read,  a  memorial  of  Hairy  Hill 
was  presented  by  Mr.  Fitzsikohs,  praying  that 
no  law  may  be  passed  in  the  case  which  may  ope- 
rate to  the  injury  of  the  petitionet  in  respect  to  an 
assignment  mace  to  him  of  a  certain  demuid 

Tinil  the  United  States,  by  one  of  the  ^naers 
Banks  and  Company.  Mr.  F.  recapitulated 
the  general  objections  which  had  been  before 
urged  agamst  the  indemnificatiaa,  and  concluded 
by  a  motion  in  which  it  was  pni^osed  that  A« 
business  should  be  pnt  into  a  train  of  legal  investt- 

Mr.  Baldwin,  after  some  remarks  highly  favor- 
able to  General  Greene's  character,  observed,  that 


455 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.OPR.] 


ladtmnil]/  ta  Otnerai  Greene— Courtaia  to  France. 


a  legal  process  in  ttisicase  diet  not  appear  to  offer 
those  accommodations  which  this  case  seemed  to 
call  for.  He  then  entered  into  a  general  conside- 
ration of  the  subject,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
obserred,  that  certain  bold  and  sinking  trails  dis- 
tinguished the  conduct  of  General  Qreene  during 
the  late  war.  He  acted  as  a  Soldier,  a  Politician, 
a  Legislator,  a  Commissary,  a  Quarter-master,  ana 
a  General;  in  short,  like  a  man  who  was  conauct- 
ing  a  Revolution  on  the  success  of  which  his  own 
lite  depended  and  the  liberties  of  his  country, 
perhaps  of  mankind.  He  then  adverted  to  the 
eridence  whibh  had  been  adduced  to  show  that 
00  partnership  existed  between  General  Greene 
and  Banks,  and  that  the  engagements  he  entered 
into  were  on  a  public  aceoimt.  He  said  the  cha- 
racters ol  those  who  had  solemnly  testi&ed  on  this 
occasion  were  such  as  to  banish  every  trace  of 
suspicion  from  his  mind.  He  concluaed  by  ob- 
serving^ chat  if  ever  a  claim  on  the  justice  and 
humanity  <^  a  country  existed,  the  present  was 
such  a  claim. 

Mr.  Stebu  said,  he  hoped  the  report  would  not 
be  agreed  to.  He  said  the  subject  appeared  now 
to  be  involved  in  more  complexity  Inan  it  at  first 
appeared  to  be  attended  wiin.  In  alt  appropria- 
tions of  money,  the  subject  ought  to  be  well  consi- 
dered ;  but  wnat  h*ve  the  gentlemen  who  reported 


the  resolutions  done?    Instead  of  producing 
— 'dence  which  would  pass  in  any  Court  of 
3,  they  have  adduced  General  Greene's  chorac- 


9,  dec.;  of  these  he  had  as  just 
an  opiaioD  as  any  one,  but  he  thought  they  were 
not  altogether  pertinent  to  the  occasion.  He  hop^ 
a  further  investigation  would  be  made,  and  that  if 
the  Report  was  not  rejected,  the  business  would 
be  put  in  a  different  train.  Various  and  contra- 
dictory statements  have  taken  place  in  the  course 
of  the  discussion  in  six  weeks.  Some  tfainffs  are 
now  admitted  which  were  before  denied.  As  the 
advocates  of  the  Report  have  founded  their  argu- 
ments on  the  chaiBGter  of  General  Greene,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  bring  forward  some  circum- 
stances, which,  though  they  do  not  impeach  his 
character  as  a  soldier  and  a  brave  man,  yet  they 
showhiswant  of  sincerity  and  consistency.  He  then 
adverted  to  the  letters  which  he  wrote,  abusing  the 
people  South  of  the  Potomac,  at  the  very  time  he 
was  experiencing  their  munificence  and  liberality. 
These  things  he  mentioned  not  to  injure  his  repu- 
tation, but  to  show  that  full  credit  ought  not  to  be 
S'ven  to  his  subsequent  assertions  and  declarations. 
e  observed  that  the  subject  had  not  been  so  fully 
investieated,  nor  had  such  evidence  been  adduced 
as  would  justify  an  appropriation  of  the  sum  of 
sixty  thousand  dollars.  He  then  took  notice  of 
those  documents  which  appeared  to  favor  the  idea 
that  General  Greene  was  connected  with  Ban^ 
and  Co.  This  matter,  he  thought,  had  not  been 
placed  in  the  most  satisfactory  point  of  light;  a 
more  thorough  investigation  ought  to  take  plac& 
and  in  order  to  do  this,  he  said  the  subject  had 
better  be  postponed  to  tne  next  session. 

Mr.  Clabk  was  opposed  to  agreeing  to  the  Re- 
port; he  offered  several  objections  arismg  from  the 
obscurity  which  envelope  the  transactions. 


Mr.  HiLLHonaa  stated  simdry  reaacoB  why  be 
should  vote  against  the  Report^  and  then  tlw 
Uouae  adjourned  without  deciding  the  questioo. 

SATtTRDAY,  March  10. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Coik- 
gress  to  a  certain  act  of  the  Slate  of  Maryland; 
and  to  continue  for  a  longer  time  an  act  aeclar- 
iog  the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the 
States  of  Maryland,  (Siorgia,  and  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  so  far  ex  the  same  re- 
spects the  States  of  Georgia  and  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

A  petition  of  Isaac  Ledyard  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  compensation  for 
services  in  the  Miliury  Hospital  of  the  United 
Slates;  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
instructions  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

00URTE81E8  TO  FRANCE. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

"  JUiohed,  Tbat  this  Homn  hath  recdved.  with  mb- 
timents  of  high  ntisbutjon,  the  Dotificatian  of  the  King 
of  the  French,  of  his  adceptuice  of  the  Constitution  pn- 
•tnted  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  PTi-tion ;  and  thsl  the 
Preaidant  of  the  United  Stal«  be  requested,  in  his  tn- 
swer  to  the  said  notification,  to  eiprcM  the  nncere  pv- 
tidpation  of  the  House  in  the  interests  of  the  Frendi 
Nation,  on  tbii  great  and  important  erenti  and  their 
wiih  that  the  wudom  and  magiumimi^  displayed  in 
the  formation  and  acceptance  of  the  Constitution,  naj 
be  revi  Bided  by  the  most  periect  attainment  of  its  otiieet, 
the  pennanent  happioeas  of  so  great  a  people." 

It  was  ntoved  and  seconded  that  the  said  mo- 
tion be  committed.  And  on  the  question  for  com- 
mitment, it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  17,  nays 
35 — as  follows: 

Yus. — Fiahei  Ames,  Benjamin  Bonine,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  James  Qocdon,  Jamea  Hillhouie,  John  Lan- 
lance,  Amaaa  Leanied.  Samuel  Livenoaie,  Nathaniel 
NilSa,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  laiacl 
Smith,  William  8mi^  Jonathan  Slurgea,  Jeremiah 
Wadswoith,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Anthony  Wajne. 

NiTS.-^ohn  Baptist  Ashe,  Abtabsm  Baldwin,  Rob- 
ert Bomwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Abraham  Clark,  William 
Findley,  Thomas  Fitanmons,  -William  B.  Oilea,  Nicho- 
las Oilman,  Andrew  Gregg,  Thomaa  Hartley,  Danid 
Heistei,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aan>n  Kit^ell,  John 
W.Kitteta,  Riehanl  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
Madiion,  John  Frandi  Mercer,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, John  Page,  Comelins  C.  Scboonmakei,  Joahoa 
8«iej,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Stenett,  I^mM  Sumptsi, 
George  Thatcher,  Thomaa  Tredwell,  Thomas  Todat 
Tudur,  Abraham  Venabte,  John  Vining.  Alexander 
White,  Hugh  Wilhamaon,  and  Franda  Willis. 

And  then  debate  arising  on  the  said  motion,  a 
division  thereof  was  called  for.    Whereupon, 

The  question  being  put,  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  first  port  of  tne  said  motion,  in  the  words 
following: 

"  Radioed,  That  this  House  has  received,  with  aen- 
timenta  of  high  aati^etion,  the  notiEcation  of  the  King 
of  tbe  Frendi,  of  his  acceptance  of  die  Conatitutian  pre- 
aented  to  him  in  th«  name  of  the  Nation :     And  thai 
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the  Preudent  of  lh<  United  Slatea  be  requeited,  in  hi< 
annvet  lo  the  nid  notificstioii,  to  eiproaa  the  sincere 
participation  of  tbe  Hoom  in  the  iniereata  of  the  Frendk 
Nation,  on  Uui  great  and  important  tmmt :" 

'     '  ■     'leamnnative — yeas50,nays 


It  w»£  resolved  in  the  aJ 


Yiii. — Fiiher  Amaa,  John  B^itiit  Aihs,  Abraham 
Baldwin.  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Wilham 
Findle;,  Tbomas  Fitiiriiaona,  WiUiBin  B.  Gil«,  Nicho- 
las Gilman,  Banjamin  Goodhue,  Jamei  Gordon,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Thamai  Hartlej,  Daniel  Heiater,  Jamea  Hill- 
hoiiae,  larael  Jacobs,  Pmlip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John 
W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Amaaa  Learned,  Hichard 
Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
Madiaon,  John  Pnnd*  Hercer,  William  Vans  Morra;, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  ComeliiuCSchoonmaker, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Joshaa  Senn,  Jeremiah  Smith. 
larael  Smith,  Wilhuo  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Ster- 
rett,  Jonathan  Stnrgea,  Thoa.  Stunpter,  George  Thatch- 
er, Thomaa  Tredwell,  Thomas  iSidor  Tncksr,  Abra- 
ham Vonable,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  Ar- 
Mmas  Ward,  Anthony  Wajne,  Alexander  White,  F  ' 
WilUamaon,  and  Tranda  WUUs. 

Hati. — Bobert  BamweU  and  Egbert  Benaon. 

On  the  question,  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the 

second  part  of  the  said  motion,  in  the  words  fol- 

"  And  tbair  wish  ^t  the  wisdom  and  magnanimi^ 
displayed  in  the  fonnation  and  acceptance  of  the  Con- 
stitDtion,  may  be  rewarded  by  the  moat  perfect  attain- 
ment of  ita  objtct,  the  permanent  happiness  of  so  great 


16,  I 

YiAS. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ben- 
jamin Boome,  Abraham  Clark,  William  Findley,  Tho- 
maa Pitzsimotis,  William  B.  Oilea,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Tliomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  PhiUp 
Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Nalhaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis 
Mercer,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John 
Page,  Cornelius  C  Schoonm^er,  Joshua  Seney,  John 
StMle,  Samuel  Stnretl,  Jonathan  Stnrges,  Thoe.  Sump- 
ter,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomaa  Ta- 
dor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  J^n  Vining,  Anthony 
Wayne,  Akiandw  White,  and  Fnnds  WiUia. 

N lTt_Fiaber  Amea,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
aon, Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  James  Hill- 
hnise,  Israel  Jacobs,  John  Laonnce,  Amaaa  Learned, 
Bsml  Livennore,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israel  Stoith,  William  Smith,  Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  and 
ArtiiTiia«  Ward. 

Ordered,  Th*t  Mr.  Tdckeh,  Mr.  Madison^  Mr. 
MiBCBR,  Mr.  Vmma,  and  Mr.  Paoe,  be  appomted 
a  committee  to  wail  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  said  resolution. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 
"  Thai,  in  the  case  of  the  oouteated  election  on  the 
petitian  of  Jixit  Jacsaov,  complaining  of  an  undue 
election  and  return  of  Aktbori  Wathi,  one  of  the 
membeia  returned  lo  eerre  in  this  House  ibr  the  Slate 
of  Georgia,  the  aitting  member  have  lean  to  be  hesjd 
by  his  Conniel  at  the  bar  of  tbii 


if  this  House,  on  Monday 


;  wtu  reaotyed  in  the  affifmative. 
8d  Cos.— J6 


MONOAT,  Match  12. 
GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

This  being  the  day  to  which  the  trial  of  the 
contested  election  in  the  case  of  Jakes  Jackson, 
complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return  of 
Antuony  Wavne,  one  of  the  members  returned 
to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  Slate  of  Georgia, 
Blood  postponed;  the  House  proceeded  to  take  up 
the  same  for  consideration.     Whereupon, 

The  sitting  member,  with  his  Counsel,  and  the 
petitioner,  being  present  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
application  was  made  by  the  Counsel  for  the  sit- 
tmg  member  further  to  postpone  the  hearing  on 
the  said  trial  until  Wednesday  se'nnighl.  On 
which  application,  the  parties  respectively  bein* 
fully  beard,  and  the  question  put  thereupon,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

The  petitioner  then  proceeded  to  exhibit  and 
■ead  his  proofs  in  support  of  the  alle^tions  of  his 
petition,  so  far  as  respects  the  first  article  of  charge 
therein  contained;  when  an  adjourmueni  being 
called  for, 

Ordered,  That  all  farther  j 
said  hearing  be  postponed  u 


Tdbsday,  March  13. 
Mr.  Tdokbb,  ftcHu  the  committee  appointed  on 
Saturday  last  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  resolution,  of  the  stm^ 
day^  esfn-esgive  of  the  sense  of  ihb  Home  of  the 
notification  by  the  King  of  the  French  of  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  Constitution,  presented  to  him  in 
me  of  the  nation,  reported  that  the  corn- 
had  discharged  the  duty  assigined  to  them, 
.essaee  from  the  Senate  mformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 
An  act  for  an  appoitionment  of  RepresentatiTes 
among  the  several  States,  according  lo  the  first 
Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for  another 
Enumeration  and  an  Apportionment  of  Represent- 
atives thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, after  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thoti- 
aand  seven  hundred  and  niuety-seTeUj"  with  seve- 
ral amendments;  to  which  they  deeire  the  con- 
" "  ofthisHonae. 


GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  hearing  on  the  trial  of 
the  contested  election,  in  the  case  of  Jambs 
Jackson,  com^aining  of  an  undue  election  and 
return  of  Ahtuont  Wayne,  one  of  (he  memhen 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

Mr.  Lewis  (Coimsel  for  Mr,  Wayne)  appealed 
from  the  charges  contained  in  the  petition,  in 
"iport  of  the  sitting  member,  and  stated  reasona 

ly  it  would  be  proper  in  the  House  to  grant  a 
further  postponement,  which  he  moved  for.  The 
chief  arguments  were,  that  there  was  certain  evi- 
dence expected  by  Mr.  Wayne  which  had  not 
arrived  from  Savannah. 

A  debate  of  two  hours  took  place  upon  the  mo 
_3n  for  postponement,  which  was  negatived,  19 
members  only  rising  in  the  affirmative;  conse- 
quently the  tnal  conmtenced. 
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It  was  opened  by  a  short  exordium  from  Mt- 
Jackbon,  who  was  allowed  lo  read  and  comment 
upon  tus  evidence  until  post  the  usual  hout  of 
aaiournmeDt. 

Mr.  Jackbok  obserred  that,  whilst  he  acknow' 
ledged  the  unpleasiug  task  of  appearing  as  a  prose- 
cntor,  end  sincerely  wished  the  occasion  had  never 
presented  itself;  and  whilst  he  lamented  that  so 
much  of  the  public  time  which  was  required  to 
other  important  objects  had  been  expended,  he 
could  not  help  expressing  the  salishction  he  felt 
at  the  prospect  of  a  decision  on  the  Georna  elec- 
tion ;  noi  could  he  forbear  to  observe  that  the 
doors  of  investigation  could  never  be  too  widely 
extended  on  a  subject  of  such  capital  import,  and 
where  the  liberties  of  the  people  were  so  materi- 
ally interested. 

One  of  the  greatest  advantages,  he  observed,  of 
a  free  Govemmeni  was  the  right,  which  every  in- 
dividnai  of  the  community  possessed,  of  making 
the  grievances  he  lay  under  Imown ;  but  that  what 
in  a  private  man,  where  there  had  been  a  private 
injuiy,  was  a  private  right,  became,  in  a  public 
man,  where  a  pubLc  grievance  or  injury  to  the 
community  had  taken  place,  a  public  and  indis- 
pensable duty. 

Possessing,  therefore,  the  testimony  he  did,  aod 
'  being  in  the  situation  he  was,  a.  candidate  at  that 
election,  and  the  person  who  he  believed,  had  jus- 
tice been  done,  ought  to  have  held  the  seat  on  that 
0001,  he  felt  himself  called  on,  in  a  doable  capa- 
city, first,  as  a  private  individual,  to  assert  his  own 
ligats,  and,  secondly,  as  a  public  man,  to  prevent 
an  injury  to  the  community — silence  would  have 
been  mezcusable,  and  he  should  justly  have  been 
charged  by  his  fellow-citizens  as  the  betrayer  of 
the  rights  of  those  whom  he  might  most  impro- 
perly term  his  constituents.  He  observed,  ttiat  it 
was  but  a  short  time  since  that  a  period  had  been 
pur  to  a  Revolution,  which,  although  glorious  in 
Us  issue,  was  severe  and  bloody  in  its  contests. 

It  was  needless  for  him  to  remind  the  honorable 
House  of  the  groundwork,  the  cause  of  that  Revo- 
lution, where  so  many  of  its  members  had  parti- 
cipated in  its  dangers,  and  had  been  distinguished 
in  its  conflicts;  that  it  must  be  wall  remembered 
that  the  avowed  principle,  the  declared  right  of 
Britain  to  bind  America  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
without  representation,  was  the  cause.  Sir,  added 
he,  the  right  of  tepreseatation  was  what  America 
fought  for  seten  long  years,  for  which  so  many 
States  were  desolated,  and  for  which  so  many 
heroes  fell.  Yet,  strange  as  it  might  appear, 
•earce  half  a  score  of  years  had  passed  away  ere 
this  right  had  been  violated  and  tramj^ed  on ; 
trampled  on  ere  the  blood  of  our  fellow-citizens. 
spilt  in  its  defence,  was  as  yet  scarcely  cold^d 
whilst  the  vestiges  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
were  still  exposed  to  every  eye. 

To  prove  this— and,  for  the  honor  of  human 
nature,  he  wished  he  could  not — was  the' object  of 
his  petition,  and  his  appearance  at  the  bar  of  the 
House ;  that,  in  the  prosecution,  he  wished  the 
House  to  observe  that  it  was  not  their  favor,  but 
their  justice,  which  he  demanded ;  that  the  names 
or  merits  of  the  sitting  member,  or  himself,  should 


not  be  known  on  the  occasion ;  and  that,  for  hia 
own  part,  whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  ibe 
honorable  gentleman,  of  his  merits  or  ability,  he 
had  not  the  vanity  lo  suppose  that  his  being  in  or 
out  of  Congress  would  afTeet  the  interest  of 
America  in  the  smallest  degree ;  but  that  the 
question,  abstractedly  considered^  was  a  ^uestioB 
of  the  greatest  magnitude,  in  which  the  Urea,  the 
liberties,  the  fortunes,  the  happiness  of  the  Amari- 
can  peoplej  were  materially  mvolved ;  for  il  coaU 
not  be  demed  that  they  all  depended,  in  a  grentei 
or  lesser  degree,  on  the  representation  m  that 
House;  that  the  question  was  rendered  more  im- 
portant by  its  being  the  first  of  its  kind,  and  theie- 
fore  would  become  the  rule  of  decision  in  all  Cki- 
ture  cases. 

He  then  proceeded  to  state  the  facts  and  chafes 
in  his  petition,  and  to  make  a  few  observations  m 
them ;  that  those  observations  should  be  as  concise 
as  possible,  for  he  wished  to  address  the  Hottse, 
not  as  a  common  jury,  liable  to  be  biassed  by  pre- 
judice, or  to  be  imposed  on  by  quibbles,  but  aa  the 
great  ^fuardians  of  the  nation,  sitting  in  «  judicial 
capacity  on  a  great  and  an  important  qneation, 
and  in  the  decision  of  which  the  whole  commv- 
nily  was  concerned. 

Afler  statins  that  he  had  testimony  of  anothn 
nature,  which  ne  had  been  prevented  by  the  reso- 
lution Irom  bringing  forward,  beine  tied  down  10 
the  express  articles  of  charge,  which,  in  the  Effing- 
ham election,  were  confined  in  two  points — that 
of  there  being  more  votes  than  voters,  and  but  one 
qualified  roa^istraie  presiding  thereat,  he  proceeded 
to  the  investigation  of  those  charges,  and  produced 
the  following  evidence: 

First,  the  law  of  the  State  of  Georgia  for  the 
election,  by  which  he  proved  that  the  State  was 
divided  into  three  districts;  that  three  magistrates 
were  required  lo  open  a  poll ;  that  the  poll  was  to 
be  opened  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  3d  o!  January, 
1791,  and  to  be  continued  open  nntil  sunxet ;  that 
the  voters  within  the  districts  were  to  meet  on 
the  day  of  election  in  their  respective  counties, 
HgreeaSly  to  the  Constiiutioo,  to  elect,  by  ballot, 
one  person  for  each  district,  agreeably  to  procla- 
mation. He  then -produced  the  return  of  the 
election  itself,  which  proved  the  charge  of  there 
being  nine  more  votes  than  vot«rs;  and,  by  the 
signatures  of  the  three  persons  presiding,  it  ap- 
peared that  but  one  of  them  had  signed  as  a  ntf 
S'nrate.  He  observed  here  that  he  should  deem 
is  sufficient  if  he  brought  no  more  evidenee|biit 
that  he  would  now  produce  the  testimony  of  Bell 
and  Hudson,  two  of  the  persons  acting  at  tbU 
election,  to  prove  that  they  acted  as  private  indi- 
viduals, and  in  no  other  manner  whatever,  hb. 
Bell's  testimony  went  to  prove  that,  when  be  ai> 
rived  at  the  place  of  election,  he  was  accosted  by 
Lane,  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  who  then  first  ap- 
prisea  him  of  his  appointment  and  persuaded  him 
to  sit  as  a  magistrate;  that  he  refused  at  ftn^ 
saying  he  had  no  right,  but  afterwards  agreed  to 
sit,  saying  he  might  as  well  sit  there  as  any  when 
else ;  that  he  refused  to  sign  the  return  asa  mwis- 
trate,  and  that  he  signed  as  an  individual,  ana  in 
no  other  manner;  that  he  was  not  at  that  time 
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Qualified ;  and,  in  the  cross-examination  by  Mr> 
libbous,  he,  on  heins  asked  if  he  had  ever  acted 
as  a  magistrate  before  that  election,  answered 
that  be  bad  never  acted  as  a  magistrate  until  that 

He  next  produced  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Hudson 
vbo  proved  much  the  same  as  Mr.  Bell ;  ana 
added,  that  he  found  the  people  intoxicated  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon ;  that 
Messrs.  Gibbons,  Moore,  and  Putnam,  residents  of 
Chatham,  voted  in  Effingham ;  that  ne  gave  up 
bis  opinion  to  Mr.  Gibbons  that  the  magistrates 
were  not  gualiGed;  that  a  qualification  was  ne- 
cessary, he  produced  the  testimony  of  John  God- 
lieb  Meidiinger,  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
ElBngham  county,  who  proved  that  he  never  saw 
them  act  as  magistrates  before ;  that  he  did  not 
consider  them  as  magistrates;  and  that  they  were 
qualified  in  open  court  after  the  day  of  election. 

Meidiinger,  whose  testimony  was  taken  on  he* 
half  of  the  silting  member,  likewise  proved  that 
the  ^nd  jury  of  the  county  had  presented  the 
election  as  illegal ;  indeed,  added  Mr.  Jackson,  a 
qualification  on  oath  is  necessary,  and  is  founded 
on  the  justest  reasoning.  Should  not  he  be  quali' 
£ed  on  oath,  who  has  the  power  to  qualify  on 
oath?  Should  not  he  be  bound  by  some  lie,  who 
has  the  personal  liberty  and  property  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  so  greatly  at  his  disposal?  "Miserable  is 
that  servitude  where  the  law  is  vague  and  uncer- 
tain," says  a  law  author;  but  much  more  misera- 
hle.  he  thought,  would  be  thai  country  where  the 
pUDlic  and  private  rights  of  a  community  would 
be  at  the  will  of  a  little  despot  of  a  Justice,  with- 
out any  tie,  human  or  Divme.  He  did  not  men- 
tion this  to  censure  the  persons  who  had  signed 
the  return ;  he  knew  them  to  be  honest  and  well 
intentioned,  and  they  had  objected  to  sitting  as 
magistrates  themselves. 

ft  was  in  Georgia  as  it  was  in  most  other  new 
countries;  to  prevent  greater  evils  the  Govern- 
ment was  compelled  to  appoint  characters  of  this 
kind ;  honest  and  upright  persons,  who  were  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  law;  men  who  genvrally 
did  well  when  left  to  themselves,  bul  who,  when 
worked  on  by  artful  and  designing  persons,  such 
as  Lane,  the  sherifl)  who  you  find  oy  Bell's  testi- 
mony persuaded  him  to  sit,  and  that  he  had  a 
right  to  do  so.  although  it  was  the  first  time  he 
bad  heard  oi  his  ajipointment.    Lvdibd,  the  at- 


Ternoi,  who  had  answered,  "It  did  not  make  the 
least  odds  whether  be  was  qualified  or  not;"  and 
this  person.  Gibbons,  whose  aoul  is  faction,  and 
whose  life  has  been  a  scene  of  political  corruption ; 
who  never  could  be  easy  nnjler  Government — 
[Here  Mr.  Jace80it  was  called  to  order.]  After 
apologizing  to  the  House,  he  observed  that  he  was 
commenting  on  facts ;  that  the  proofs  were  strong 
against  Gibbons  of  abominable  corruption;  that 
this  corruption  was,  in  a  great  measure,  of  hi) 
charges;  tlkai  Gibbons  had  gone  out  of  his  owr 
county,  not  merely  to  use  an  undue  influence  with 
the  electors,  but  to  corrupt  even  the  magistrates 
themselves;  that  it  was  evident,  that  when  he 


opinions ;  and  here  he  appealed  t-  ._.  ... 
deuce  of  Hudson,  who  swore  that  he  had  obiectHl 
to  Giblions,  Putnam,  and  Moore,  signiiw  ^e  re- 
turn, but  had  been  prevailed  on  by  Gibbon^  and 
had  given  up  bis  own  opinion  to  Mm,  as  Gibbona 
—  "T  attorney  at  law,  and  he,  Hudson,  sup- 
posing him  to  know  more  of  these  matters  than 

Mr.  Jackbon  likewise  here  appealed  to  the 
House  whether,  if  a  law  had  been  passed  by  Con- 
gress on  elections,  Mr.  Gibbons's  behaviour  wouM 
not  have  come  under  it,  and  whether  an  offender 
of  the  kind  would  not  have  been  severely  punished; 
thai  there  would  he  no  safety  for  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  if  such  corruptions  could  be  permitted; 
you  find,  says  he,  the  electors  generally  intoxi- 
cated by  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  the 
electors  in  that  situation  could  not  tell  who  thev 

lied  for.   Why,  he  asked,  were  those  individual 

solicitous  to  get  those  persons  to  sit,  hut  that 
they  supposed  they  would  be  more  docile  to  their 
measures,  and  permit  those  to  vote  who  had  ao 
right  to  vote? 

Hence,  he  said,  your  honorable  House  find  Gib- 
bons, Moore,  and  Putnam,  voted  in  EfBngham 
contrary  to  the  law  and  Constitution,  giving  their 
suffrages,  f  Here  Mr.  Jackson  produced  the  testi- 
mony of  John  Moore,  which  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Lewis,  but  on  argument  it  w&s  admitted: 
who  proved  that  one  John  King,  a  minor,  had 
voted.  Mr.  Moore  likewise  proved  that  Gibboiu, 
Lyman,  and  James  Moore,  were  very  active  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Wayne,  and  that  there  were  nine 
more  votes  than  voters;  and  ttiat  Hudson  had 
siened  the  return  at  the  instigation  of  Gibbons.] 
Hence,  too,  he  said,  the  House  might  perceive 
other  irregblarities,  such  as  mazistrates  and  clerks 
leaving  the  poll  altogether,  and  hence,  no  doubt, 
the  nine  more  votes  than  voters.  [Here  he  pro- 
duced the  testimony  of  Thomas  Wyllis,  who  cor- 
rotiorated  the  testimony  before  read  very  fully, 
and  proved  that  the  poll  was  sometimes  left  by 
•k«  r.. ..*:..»„  <._j  -I I i._   "    ->         1     1     .  s   -!._* 


magistrates.] 

And  hence,  he  observed,  the  very  return  itself 
was  drawn  up  by  this  Mr.  Gibbons ;  what  right 
had  he  to  interfere  with  this  return?  But,  not- 
withstanding all  this  conning  aud  corruption  irf 
Gibbons,  the  very  return  was  deficient.  Were  it 
not  in  the  same  bundle  and  under  the  same  seal, 
there  would  be  no  knowing  whether  it  was  an 
election  for  a  member  of  Congress  oc  a  member 
for  the  State  Legislature ;  whether  an  election  for 
the  office  of  a  coroner,  or  that  of  a  constable.  [He 
here  produced  the  returi^  which  did  not  mention 
what  the  election  was  neld  for,  but  barely  de- 
clares thai  at  an  election  held  at  Elbertson,  m  die 
said  county,  the  candidates  were,  Ac.] 

Mr.  J'ackbon  also  observed  that  there  was  some 
testimony  brought  forward  by  the  sitting  membe^ 
to  prove  that  a  Mr.  Lavier  was  a  magistrate  and 
a  worthy  man.  Why,  he  would  ask,  did  he  go 
away?  Why  did  he  not  sign  the  return,  but  that 
there  were  some  such  transactions  going  forward 
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which  he  could  not  brin^  bis  mind  to  consent  to? 
Mr.  Jackson  made  a  variety  of  other  observations, 
which  continued  until  an  adjournment  was  called 
for.    Next  day — 

Mr.  Jacebon  proceeded  in  bis  observations,  and 
remarked  to  the  House,  that  some  members  had 
been  solicitous  to  see  a  law  of  Georgia  where  a 
qualification  was  rendered  necessary,  previous  to 
a  magistrate's  entering  on  the  duties  of  bis  ofGcej 
that  ne  had  been  uncertain  yesterday  whether  he 
had  the  law  present  with  him  or  not ;  that  he  now 
felt  himself  happy  in  being  able  to  satisfy  those 
members  on  that  point 

[He  here  produced  the  law,  aod  which  appeared 
positively  to  require  the  magistrates  takmg  and 
subscribmg  the  oath  therein  prescribed,  previous 
to  their  entering  on  any  official  duty.] 

Mr.  Jackbon  then  observed  that  he  would,  as 
he  was  on  the  Effingham  business,  beg, leave  to 
produce  the  Constitution  of  Georgia,  to  zround 
what  he  had  advanced  yesterday  respecting  the 
right  of  Mr.  Gibbons,  Mr.Putnam,  and  Mr.  Moore's 
Toting  at  Effinf  ham.  From  the  1st  section,  4th 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  Georgia,  it  required 
six  months'  residence  in  the  county;  this  be  read 
in  his  place,  and  said  he  considered  the  grounds  of 
his  charges  respecting  the  Effingham  return  and 
election  so  well  estabfished,  that  he  would  ttke  up 
no  more  time  of  the  House  on  that  business. 

He  observed  to  the  House  that  the  next  charge 
was  that  of  the  suppression  of  the  Glynn  return; 
but  as  the  House  lud  been  pleased  to  mdulfe  him 
in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  prosecution,  he 
would  beg  the  permission  to  pass  over  the  second, 
and  come  to  the  third  charge,  that  for  the  county 
of  Camden. 

And  here  he  came,  he  said,  to  a  scene  of  iniqui- 
ty indeed,  a  scene  which  had  improved  upon  Bri- 
tish corruption^  and  had  left  ancient  and  modern 
story  all  behind;  we  read,  it  is  true,  of  a  Roman 
consul  who  stole  the  votes  from  the  forum,  lo  pre- 
vent an  election  of  the  people,  and  we  have  heard 
of  British  sberifis  falsifying  returns  in  favor  of 
their  friends;  hut  here  was  a  Judge  of  the  land,  the 
great  check  upon  the  Executive  Department,  (and 
aareeably  to  the  principles  of  free  Government, 
they  ought  lo  be  separate  and  distinct,)  acting  as 
the  Executive  officer,  the  sacred  guardian  of  the 
laws,  the  liberties,  and  privileges  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  violating  them  all,  and  trampling  them 
beneath  his  feet;  who  not  only  set  down  more 
:s  than  the  county  had,  but  added  lo  the  poUs 
ki.u -;r  known.     Here  the  sacred 


names  which  were  ni 

office  of  a  judge  bee „.,„„= 

orparty,and  the  possessor  of  it  the  tool  of  faction; 
but  he  forbore,  he  said,  to  animadvert  on  his  noto- 
rious conduct ;  he  had  been  tried,  impartially  tried ; 
he  had  been  convicted,  and  been  punished ;  and  by 
that  punishment  the  character  of  his  country  had 
been  restored.  Yes,  said  he.  Georgia,  thou  hast  set 
an  example  worthy  of  thy  elder  sisters !  thou  hast 
hung  out  a  warning  to  tyranny  and  its  supporters! 
thou  hast  Set  an  example  which  must  be  respected, 
and  I  trust  will  be  followed,  in  similar  circum- 
nances,  in  the  United  Stales,  to  the  end  of  time. 
He  would  proceed  to  offer  the  evidence  on  tie 


charses,  and  he  besged  leave  to  assure  the  House 
that  ne  would  conlorm  as  much  as  possible,  in  the 
mode  of  producing  the  evidence,  to  the  wishes  of 
some  gentlemen  yesterday;  and  tne  first  testimony 
he  would  read  would  be  that  of  Daniel  Miller. 
who  was  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  check  of  the  poll 
of  Camden,  and  a  necessaTT  officer  under  the  taw 
of  Georgia,  which  he  produced,  and  whereby  it 
appeared  that  the  supenntending  officers  at  elect- 
ions are  empowered  to  appoint  three  clerks  to 
attend,  and  to  keep  three  rolls  or  checks,  setting 
down  the  names  of  the  voters  therein,  with  the 
names  of  the  candidates,  &c.  He  observed  tliat  it 
would  appear  by  Miller's  testimony  that  he  'was 
one  of  these  clerks;  that  the  check  was  preserved, 
and  sent  on  annexed  to  the  testimony;  that  the 
whole  number  of  voles  at  the  l^al  poll  was  but 
twenty-five,  fifteen  for  General  Wayke,^  and  ten 
for  himself;  that  poll  was  closed  agreeably  to  law, 
on  or  about  sunset;  that  he  had  scarcely  davlight 
to  complete  the  return  by  which  it  was  mane  out 
by  him,  and  signed  by  the  presiding  magistrates 
outside  the  door;  that  a  person  by  the  name  of 
Allen  Thomas  was  spoken  to,  to  carry  the  said 
express  to  the  Governor;  that  the  return  was  then 
lodged  in  bis  hands  for  atfe  keeping  until  the  next 
day.  This  testimony  Mr.  Jackson  read,  which 
further  proved  that  Mr.  Osborne  had  taken  the 
return  from  Miller,  with  a  promise  of  returning  it 
in  the  morning,  Miller  having  been  sent  for  Dy 
Osborne  in  the  night;  that  Mr.  Wright,  one  of  the 
magistrates  at  the  first  poll,  advised  with  Mr.  Mil- 
ler, with  a  proposal  of  Osborne's  of  adding  the 
le^  and  the  night  election  together,  and  to  which 
Wrieht,  at  that  time,  seemed  adverse,  but  after- 
wards consented,  telung  Miller  that  Osbonie  had 
not  returned  the  first  or  le^l  return,  having  made 
out  another  more  to  his  mind,  having  found  fault 
with  some  of  the  words  of  the  former,  adding  that 
Mr.  Osborne  was  a  very  good  petcher,  and  £at,ir 
it  was  a  measure  insupportable,  he  would  not  have 
done  it,  and  that  he  bad  given  up,  as  Miller  be- 
lieved, his  opinion  to  ibe  better  one  of  Judge  Os- 
horn^;  Milter's  testimony  likewise  proved  that  the 
legal  return  was  suppressed  or  destroyed.  To 
corroborate  the  testimony  of  Miller,  Mr.  Jackbok 
observed,  that  he  would  produce  the  testynony  of 
SamuelSroithgthesheriaof  Camden  county,  whose 

Eresence  at  the  election  was  made  necessary  by 
iw.  Mr.  Smith  proved  that  he  attended  the 
election,  performing  the  duty  required  of  him.  Mr. 
Smith  proved  that  the  poll  was  continued  till  after 
sunset;  that  after  the  poll  was  closed,  he  saw  the 
return  made  out  by  one  of  the  clerks  appointed  to 
keep  the  checks ;  that  he  saw  it  sigiied  oy  the  pre- 
siding magistrates,  viz:  Henry  Wright,  Langley 
By  an,  and  Hugh  Brown. 

That  an  express  was  engaged  to  carry  the  return 
to  the  Governor,  and  that  the  number  of  votes  at 
the  said  election  did  not  exceed  thirty;  that  the 
business  of  the  day  being  concluded,  and  it  being 
then  dark,  he  returned  to  his  lodgings,  two  miles 
distant  from  the  place  of  election;  that  sometime 
after  he  got  there,  he  received  a  message  from 
Osbomf^  requesting  his  return  with  the  people 
there  with  him:  that  he  observed  to  those  about 
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him  that  he  sappoed  the  business  of  that  day 
end,  and  Uial  ne  should  uol  letum  until  ae 

That,  when  he  returned  in  the  morning,  he  was 
lold  that  a  second  poll  bad  been  held  the  CTening 
before,  a.  certified  Tetum  of  which  he  had  seen, 
containing  eighty-nine  votes,  and  that  he  did  not 
belieTe  that,  at  that  time,  there  weie  aboTC  seventy 
persons  entitled  to  vote  in  the  county.  That  he 
was  well  acquainted  with  Miller,  who  acted  as 
one  of  the  cleiks  of  the  check,  and  that  )ie  was  a 
man  of  veracity,  and  well  respected. 

Mr.  Jackson  next  produced  the  testiinony  of 
Dt-  John  M.  Scott,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  first 
regiment  of  the  United  States;  a  gentleman,  he 
said,  who  had  been  as  delicate  in  coming  forward 
as  his  opposeis  could  wish.  It  had  been  with  diffi- 
culty he  had  procured  his  evidence,  but  Dt.  Scott, 
when  he  did  come  forward,  had  nven  his  testi- 
mony to  prove  that  a  second  oi  iSegal  poll  had 
been  held.  The  doctor's  evidence  set  forth  that 
he  was  in  Camden,  at  the  station  on  St.  Mary's, 
in  the  month  of  January,  1791;  that  he  went  to 
the  election  with  some  ^gentlemen  in  a  boat ;  that 
on  the  passage  they  fell  m  with  Osborne. 

That  they  arrived  at  Gray's  about  dark,  and 
that  Osborne  examined  Gray  respecting  the  elec- 
tion, and  begeed  him  to  come  on  board  and  pilot 
him  to  the  ^ace  of  election;  that  Gray  showed 
them  the  landing,  and  that  a  torch  was  brought 
them  to  show  them  where  to  laud ;  that,  on  going 
up  to  the  house  where  the  election  was  held,  the 
judge  iitquiied  what  lime  the  people  went  away ; 
that  it  was  answered  the  poll  was  closed  at  sun- 
down; that  Osbomesent  for  several  of  the  electors 
to  return,  and  that  the  poll  was  again  opened;  that 
the  whole  number  did  not  exceed  twenty;  that 
Mr.  SeagTove's  name  wai  put  down  as  a  voter, 
but  who  was  not  present;  thai  Osborne  iaquirea 
of  Gray  the  names  of  those  who  were  not  present 
at  the  first  election,  and  that  their  itames  were 
likewise  set  down  as  voters;  that  he  did  not  see  a 
ticket  or  ballot  given  in ;  that  he  asked  the  judge 
if  this  was  the  common  mode  of  doing  business  at 
elections  in  Qeorgia,  to  which  Osborne  replied  to 
him,  iNever  to  iJnd. 

Mr.  JACKSON  now  produced  the  affidavit  of 
Gray,  to  which  some  objections  were  made  by  Mr. 
Lewis,  on  behalf  of  the  sitting  member,  and  on 
which  on  argument,  and  reading  the  statement  of 
the  magistrate,  was  admitted.  Gray  corroborated 
the  evidence  of  Dr.  Scott  in  a  full  manner,  and 
proved  the  absentees'  names  beitig  set  down  to  the 
polL  particularly  Seagiove's  and  Goodbread's. 

Mr.  JACxaon  next  brought  forward  the  testi- 
mony of  AbneiWiUiams,  to  which  objections  were 
likewise  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  that  it  did  not  appear 
to  be  written  in  the  magistrate's  presence:  many 
nice  and  refined  distinctions  and  reasonings  were 
given,  and  the  testimony  was  ultimately  rejected. 

Mr.  Jacksoh  observed  that  he  had  other  testi- 
mony of  the  same  nature  from  Camdeu,  which,  { 
as  the  House  hod  decided  against  the  testimony  of, 
Williams,  he  should  not  produce. 

Frcmt  the  testimony  Mr.  Jacebon  had  produced, 
he  thought  he  had  fully  established  the  iniquity  I 


and  illegality  of  the  Camden  election,  and  he 
begged  Inem  to  observe  the  chain  of  evidence; 
you  find,  says  he,  Miller,  a  public  officer,  doing  hia 
duty  at  the  election,  who  swears  that  the  le^iTpoll 
consisted  but  of  twenty-five  votes,  that  fifteen  were 
for  Mr.  Waihe,  and  ten  for  himself;  you  find  the 

Soil  was  closed  at  sundown,  agreeably  to  law;  yon 
nd  that  Miller  bad  scarcely  daylight  to  complete 
the  return  by;  you  find  that  presiding  magistrate^ 
on  that  account,  signed  the  return  outside  the  door ; 
voufind  the  return  delivered  to  Miller  for  safe 
keeping,  and  you  find  an  express  applied  to;  you 
fine  the  number  from  Smithes  testimony,  who  was 
the  sherifi*  of  the  county,  and  a  necessary  officer  at 
the  poll,  corroborating  tne  testimony  of  Miller,  that 
the  number  of  votes  did  not  exceed  thirty ;  an  ex- 
press was  absolutely  engaged  to  carry  the  return 
to  the  QovemoT,  and  that  after  the  law  had  been 
complied  with,  the  electors  had  ^nerally  dis- 
persed; you  next  find,  by  the  testimony  of  Dr. 
Scott  and  Gray,  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Osborne  aAer 
dark,  that  a  torch  was  brought  to  show  them  the 
Imndins;  you  find  him  sending  again  for  the  peo- 
ple, ana  here  you  observe  the  answer  of  the  sheriff 
that  the  business  at  that  day  was  at  an  end,  ana 
he  should  not  return:  notwithstanding  this  cau- 
tion, you  view,  from  their  evidence,  Osborne  pro- 
ceeding to  a  second  election,  and  setting  down 
absentees'  names,  who  were  not  present  at  the  first 
poll,  and  among  them  James  Seagroveand  Philip 
Goodbread.  You  find  here  the  question  of  Dr. 
Scott,  Is  this  the  mode  of  ctmducting  business  at 
elections  inGeorgial  Why  that  question,  said  he^ 
but  that  the  honest  dictates  of  a  virtuous  heart 
spurned  at  such  abominable  villany.  Mark  the 
answer  of  this  iniquitous  judge,  "Yoti  never  mind." 
Evasion,  dark,  designing  evasion,  which  carried 

Suilt  in  its  countenance;  he  dared  not  exi^ainj 
le  deed  would  not  bear  the  light  Shall  we  reat 
here  a  moment,  said  he,  and  search  whence  this 
right  of  proxy?  Is  it  found  in  the  laws  or  the 
Constitution  of  the  Continent?  Is  it  expressed  ia 
the  laws  or  the  Constitution  of  Georgia?  Is  it  to 
be  met  with  in  any  of  the  laws  or  Constitutiotu 
of  the  respective  States  7  In  France  it  is  exploded; 
in  England  it  is  only  admitted  to  the  Lords^ 
whoee  right  is  hereditary ;  in  no  tree  country  on 
earth,  said  he,  is  this  right  established.  Shall  the 
United  Stales  then  be  the  first  to  sanction  this  per- 
nicious principle?  Shall  she  who  has  lighted  up 
the  flame  of  liberty  in  other  nations,  who  has  aa- 
tonished  the  universe,  and  loosened  the  tranuueb 
on  the  rights  of  men,  be  the  first  to  nourish  this 
tyrannic  vulture  in  her  bosom?  View  how  ftr  it 
leads,  see  how  far  it  extends,  end  there  is  not  a 
freeman  who  hears  me,  but  must  fire  with  indig 
■  ■  >n  at  the  attempt.  If  admitted  t 
lop  there?  Shall  we  stop  at  ten,  at  twenty, 
lenuudred,  or  one  hundred  thousand?  Shall 
itop  at  a  township,  a  cotmty,  a  district,  or  a 
State?  Sir,  the  glory  of  our  Constitution  is  that 
our  rights  are  equal;  and  if  one  citizen  mav  be 
permitted  to  vote  by  j»roxy,  the  whole  rights  of  the 
community  may  be  in  like  manner  delegated,and 
the  consequence  might  be,  that  a  Dionysius  oi  » 
Nero  plight  be  palmed  upon  us  by  authority.  He 
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did  not  like  to  be  severe;  he  irould  repress  what 
he  felt,  ont  of  respect  to  the  House ;  but  with  what 
Ttewdid  this  wicked  indge  come  to  chat  election? 
He  was  not  actuated  or  a  love  of  country,  for  his 
attempts,  if  successful,  would  have  damned  its 
liberty;  not  acting  as  a  magistrate,  because,  as  a 
magistrate,  he  was  bound  by  the  law,  bni  here  he 
was  barefacedly  breaking  it;  but,  void  of  principle, 
ud,  ftom  his  cnaraeter,  ne  beKered  he  never  pos- 
seted any ;  regardless  of  oaths,  and  worked  on  by 
prejudice  and  party  he  came  there  at  all  events, 
and  by  any  means,  however  base  or  abominable, 
to  prerent  his  being  elected. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  sir,  if  this  can  obtain  in 
Cleorgi*^  it  can  in  other  Slates,  and  the  corruption 
will  he  ffeneral.  But,  supposing  there  is  right  of 
woxy  admitted,  he  would  {iroduce  the  census  of 
Georgia,  under  the  oflScial  signature  of  the  Secie- 
ttry  of  State,  taken  by  the  marshal  of  the  district 
of  Georgia,  whereby  it  would  appear  that  the 
whole  number  of  male  inhabitants  consisted  of 
btit  eighty-one  persons;  here  were  eight  more 
votes  than  the  whole  contained,  and  siity-four 
more  than  the  legal  poll ;  but  adroit,  said  he,  that 
there  are  as  many  voters  as  the  return  mentions, 
Is  it  not  extraordinary  that,  whilst  other  counties 
have  polled  but  one-half,  and  some  not  one-fourth 
of  its  citizens,  this  county  should  have  every 
elector  attendingi  But  let  us  take  the  two  elec- 
tions, said  he,  and  add  them  together,  and  how 
will  they  then  stand,  as  appears  by  the  testimony 
before  the  House?  Dr.  Scott  swears  there  were 
not  more  than  twenty  persons  at  the  second  elec- 
tion. Twenty,  therefore,  at  the  second  election, 
and  twenty-five  at  the  first  election,  are  but  forty- 
five,  so  that  forty-four  votes  are  still  wanting,  at 
the  utmost  extent  j  hat,  lake  Gray's  testimony, 
and  this  deficiency  is  much  greater.  [Mr,  Giles 
here  asked  the  question,  whether  the  eighty-one 
male  persons,  retomed  by  the  census,  were  the 
persons  above  the  age  of  18  or  31  ?]  Mr.  Jack- 
BON,  after  thanking  the  honorable  gentleman  for 
the  question,  as  it  bad  escaped  him  in  observation, 
said  that  the  eightv-one  were  the  free  males  above 
16,  so  that  one-fiftn  of  those,  which  was  the  near- 
est proportion,  ought  to  be  aeducied  for  those  be- 
tween 16  and  31,  and  which  would  bring  it  to 
sizty-flve,  which  number  was  corrobotaled  by  the 
testimony  of  Smith,  the  sheriff,  who  had  sworn 
that  the  whole  number  of  voters  did  not  exceed, 
at  that  timcj  the  amount  of  seventy.  He  observed 
that  iheiestimonv  of  Smith  must  be  of  weight,  for 
he  was  the  sherifi'^of  the  county,  who  knew.or  must 
be  supposed  to  know,  all  the  residents,  who  sum- 
moned all  juTor^  and  served  all  judicial  processes. 

Mr.  /ackboh  here  begged  leave  to  offer  a  state- 
ment he  had  made  out,  not  as  testimony,  but  to 
assist  the  minds  of  the  House  of  those  ^rticular 
elections,  and  in  the  particular  views  m  which 
they  might  be  received. 

[Here  follows  a  statement  of  the  polls  in 
different  counties.  Mr.  Barnwell  nere  inter- 
TUpted  Mr.  Jacksoit,  as  did  also  Mr.  Benson,  by 
mnioelag  the  readlne  of  any  calculation ;  but  Mr. 
Hadiboh  insisted  that  the  petitioner  had  a  right 
10  stale  the  numbers  at  the  difibrent  pdls.]  • 


established  his  charges  on  this  nead,  as  well  as  o_ 
the  Effingham  election ;  he  had  proved  that  the 
legal  return  had  been  suppressed,  and  that  the 
second  election  had  been  illegal  altogether. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  the  mst  article  of 
charge,  the  Glynn  reinm,  and  here  he  should  offer 
the  lestimonv  of  Colonel  Samuel  Hammond,  c 
gentleman  or  tl 

Lewis  to  producethe  evidence,  and  was  desired 


re — [Here  Mr.  Jackbon  M 


i  on  by  Mr. 


not  to  inform  the  House  of  the  contents  of  the 
testimony.] 

Mr.  Lewis  objected  to  Colond  Ibmmond^ 
evidence,  on  the  grounds  he  had  formerly  made 
to  the  testimony  of  Williams,  and,  on  argrnnent, 
it  was  finally  rejected. 

Mr.  Jackson  here  observed  that  it  was  not  for 
him  to  do  otherwise  than  suppose  that  the  deci- 
sion of  the  House  was  proper,  however  hard  it 
might  bear  on  him,  which,  he  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  it  did ;  that,  however^  by  the  failure  of  die 
receipt  of  this  testimony,  his  charge  must  fall  to 
(he  ground,  as  the  evidence  of  Hammond  was  the 
principal  gronnd  on  which  he  rested  his  charee^ 
and  that  he  must,  therefore,  decline  hrinsine  for- 
ward the  other  testimonies  relating  to  this  onsir 
ness  before  the  Hoase. 

He  said  he  felt  himself  now  bound  in  duty  to 
produce  to  the  House  the  decision  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  on  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Osborne, 
and  he  did  not  produce  it  without  an  expectation 
of  its  being  objected  to;  but  he  begged  leave  to 
offer  some  reasons  why  it  should  be  received. 

Baron  Gilbert,  in  his  excellent  treatise  on  evi- 
dence, had  quoted  Mr.  Locke,  to  prove  that  the 
degrees  of  evidence  were  various,  and  that  ihey 
extended  ftom  perfect  certainty  and  demonstra- 
tion, quite  down  to  improbability  and  unlikeliness 
even  to  the  confines  of  impossibility.  Perfect 
certainty  was  defined  to  be  a  clear  and  distinct 
perception  with  one's  own  senses ;  probabilities, 
on  which,  in  a  greater  or  leaser  degree,  all  other 
evidence  rested,  consisted  of  obscure  view^  or 
what  was  seen  or  heard  by  the  report  of  others. 
The  first  kind  of  evidence  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  House,  because  none  of  the  facts  odieged 
were  within  their  views ;  but  they  were  com- 
pelled to,  and  did,  by  their  resolutions,  depend  on 
the  second  kind  of  evidence,  or  what  was  heard 
by  the  report  of  others  in  Georgia.  The  House, 
in  receiving  the  testimony  offered,  would  receive 
evidence  taken  at  least  on  as  careful  grounds  as 
that  taken  under  the  resolutions;  the  facts  were 
the  same ;  the  point  at  issue  was  the  same,  whe- 
ther corruption  had  or  had  not  taken  place  at  this 
election;  the  person  accused  was  present,  with 
his  attorneys,  to  cross-examine ;  two  of  the  attor- 
neys of  the  sitting  member  were  employed  a* 
counsel,  on  that  occasion,  for  Mr.  Osborne,  and 
one  of  them  actually  cross-examined  the  evidence; 
it  must  therefore  be  supposed  that,  trom  the  el- 
olted  station  of  that  gentleman,  every  indnstry 
would  be  used,  every  exertion  be  made  by  them, 
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«s  well  to  clear  the  chaiacter  of  theii  client  in 
Georgia  u  to  establish  the  right  oT  the  sitting 
meinBer  here.  It  was,  he  said,  a  decision  of  the 
highest  court  of  the  State  of  Oeorgia,  founded  on 
an  exprest  article  of  the  Conititiuioa— a  court 
haring  competent  jurisdiction  to  decide,  and  an 
authority  which  the  members  of  that  State  here 
were  not  only  called  on  to  acknowledgej  but  to 
respect  A  decision  of  faction,  he  said,  it  could 
not  be  supposed,  for  whoever  heard  of  a  irnani- 
mous  ttctiaal  Fm^oo  signified  a  party  in  a 
Slate ;  here  was  a  political  phenomenon,  which 
did  not  happen  in  a  political  age — a  whole  people 
ef  one  way  of  ihiokiug — a  House  of  Representa- 
tives unanimously  convictinK.  How,  he  asked, 
■hould  the  voice  of  the  people  be  known?  Here 
were  but  two  ways:  by  petition  from  the  people 
at  large,  or  by  the  declared  sense  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, ff  he  had  taken  the  former,  would  not  the 
gentleman  have  come  forward  to  object  to  iti 
Woold  not  there  have  been  room  to  charge  him 
with  undue  inflnence  in  procuring  iti  The  voice 
ef  the  people,  therefore,  would  be  best  known  by 
tine  Legislature  of  the  State ;  for,  notwithstanding 
Ibx  niee-spnn  aophistrv  cpf  the  day,  he  could  not 
distinguish  betmen  the  people  and  the  State. 
Who  was  the  State,  but  the  society  which  com- 
imse  it?  Wha  ihea,  were  the  people,  but  the 
WtMtl  Wonhl  Congress,  then,  not  receive  the 
sense  of  the  State  of  Oeorgia  1  Would  they  hash 
that  voice  which  says  we  are  not  represented? 
Would  not  the  world  perceive  how  shoit-lived 
Republican  virtues  were,  and  the  British  King 
behold  acts  for  which  they  had  denominated  him 
a  tyrant?  The  Government  was  founded  on  the 
hasis  of  the  Slates  and  people;  and,  at  least,  a 
decent  respect  should  be  so  far  paid  them  as  to 
receive  their  complaints.  If  it  be  said  that  Con- 
gress have  the  sole  power  of  judging  of  the  re- 
turns, elections,  and  qualifications  of  its  own 
members,  without  denying  this  position,  he  would 
beg  leave  to  observe,  there  were  powers  delegated 
by  the  Constitution  which  were  not  eiclusive; 
that  a  power  was  given  to  the  States  to  prescribe 
the  times,  manner,  and  place,  for  holding  the  elec- 
tions, but  Congress  mi^t  alter  those  regulations. 
Here,  then,  was  a  right  in  Congress  which  was 
not  exercised ;  the  States  were  in  the  exercise  of 
this  power ;  every  member  in  the  House  had  been 
elected  under  State  laws;  the  State  officers  exe- 
cuted the  laws;  and  who  had  the  cognizance  of 
their  malfeasance  but  the  States  under  whom 
those  officers  held  their  appointments?  Besides, 
who,  he  asked,  could  so  well  detect  corruption  as 
the  States,  who  were  so  much  interested  to  do  it  ? 
Could  Congress  detect  this  corruption?  Would 
individuals  oazard  their  lives  and  fortunes,  at  i' 
end  of  every  election,  to  attend  Congress  to 
form  tbem  of  it  ?  Would  Congress  establish 
Quisitions  in  the  respective  States  to  find  it  out? 
Would  the  people  of  America  submit  to  inquisi- 
tions ?  Had  Congress  the  power  to  compel  evi- 
dence to  attend?  Where  was  their  law — where 
their  compulsory  process?  He  had  seen  neither. 
But,  suppose  all  Uus  got  over,  and  corruption  de- 
tected, can  Congress  punish  the  authors  of  it? 


Here,  again,  he  would  a^  for  theit  law.  their 
power  to  do  so  i  and  even  then,  could  they  dismiss 
the  State  ofGcers  convicted  of  corruption?  Sir, 
added  he,  could  the  united  wisdom  o'this  House 
have  removed  Mr.  Osborne  from  the  bench  of 
Georgia?  Secure  in  his  seat,  he  would  have 
minded  the  fulminations  of  Congress  no  more 
than  the  fulminations  of  the  Court  of  Rome. 

But,  he  supposed,  it  would  be  objected  to  on 
another  ground,  chat  it  was  not  agreeoUy  to  the 
strict  rules  of  law,  and  therefore  inadmissible,  a^ 
the  parties  were  not  the  sam^.  Although  he  ad- 
mitted, in  some  degree,  that  the  doctrine  might 
holdj  yet  still  it  was  not  unfrequently  allowed  to 
admit  decisions  in  other  courts,  on  trials  between 
other  parties.  Thus,  for  instance,  a  sentence  of 
a  court  of  admiralty,  where  goods  had  been  oon- 
demned  in  a  ease  of  piracy,  was  admitted,  as  evi- 
dence, in  a  conn  of  common  law,In  action  of  trover. 
A  sentence,  in  anecelesiastical  court,  was  admitted 
as  evidence  of  the  right  to  the  thing  there  decreed. 
A  decree  in  chancery  was  not  usually  admitted 
at  common  law.  And  he  recollected  one  strons 
case,  where  a  judgment  of  ouster  a^tnst  the  b«dF 
iffs  of  a  corporation  was  admiUea  as  evidence 
against  the  person  claiming  a  title  under  their 
election.  This  last  case  was  precisely  in  poini, 
and  he  begged  leave  to  impress  it  on  tiie  Housa, 
and  the  sitting  member  claioung  under  the  retim 
of  Mr.  Osborne.  He  acknowle^ed  the  advantage 
the  learned  counsel  had  of  him  here,  having  his 
books  to  reeort  to,  but  he  did  not  mean  to  iMt 
folly  on  thote  oases,  becauM  be  coBcnved  tbc 


Jury,  liable 
by  pr^udiee.  they  could 
the  evidence,  reject  what  ought  U 


imposed  on  by  artifice. 


tbe  danger  of  admitting  it  ?    Were  the  Hoiue  a 

,  reject  what  ought  to  be  rejected 
and  sufier  that  to  improM  tbem  which  oo^t  to 
impress  tbam. 

Here  Mr.  Lewm  objecMd  i_ „ 

these  papers,  and  was  astonished  that  they  shonld 
be  offered  to  the  Home.  He  argoed  that  the  im- 
peachment of  Jud^  Osborne  was  unconnected 
with  the  businew  in  question ;  tliat  it  wa«  alto- 
gether ex  jKoU,  and  therefore  hoped  the  Ho«N 
would  reject  it,  and  not  suffer  the  proceedings  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  dignified  as  it  was,  to  influ- 
ence Congress  in  a  matter  which  was  entirely 
within  their  own  jurisdiction. 

The  House  reftiBed  to  receive  them.  Where- 
upon the  farther  bearing  on  the  said  trial  was 
adjourned  tmtil  to-morrow. 

WEDNEBnAY,  March  14. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
claims  to  half-pay  and  to  invalid  pensitmf,"  and 
have  made  a  farther  amendment  to  the  said  bill ; 
towhich  theydesire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
OEOHGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  hearing  tm  the  em- 
tested  election  in  tbe  case  of  Jambs  jAOKaoN,  com- 
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plainiDeof  an  undue  election  and  return  of  An- 
thony Watne,  one  of  the  members  returned  to 
gerre  in  this  House  for  the  State  of  Cteorfia ;  and 
application  is  writing  baring  been  made  by  the  pe- 
tmooer  as  follows : 

"  That  the  dediion  of  the  Senst«  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  on  the  impeschjoeDt  of  Judge  Oabome,  i 
u  reapeda  the  Camden  return  for  a  member  to  i  , 
sent  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the  3d  da;  of  Jujubi;, 
ITSl,  be  received  a<  evidence  in  the  preMut  trial  of  that 
etectioD,  to  e>tal&h  the  corruption  of  Judge  Oabome." 

As  well  the  petitioaei  as  the  sitting  member, 
by  bis  Counsel,  were  fuUy  heard  on  the  subject  of 
the  said  application  ;  and  the  question  being  taki 
that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  same,  it  was  pass 
in  the  negBtive — yeas  30,  nays  41,  as  follows: 

Yiia. — John  BaptUt  A^e,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ehaa 
Boudinot,  Abraham  CIsrk,  Elbridge  Gerrj,  William 
B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel 
Heiatei,  Israel  Jacoba,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kilchetl,  Na- 
tiianiet  Macon,  Cometiua  C.  Schoonaaker,  John  Steele, 
Thomaa  Bumpier,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tied- 
well,  Thomaa  Tudor  Tucker,  and  Frauds  Willis. 

Nils.— Fiaher  Ames,  Robert  Bamwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
■on,  Sheajjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  John 
Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas  FittHmona,  Nicho- 
las Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodliue,  Samuel  GriSin,  Tho- 
mas Hartley,  James  UtUhouae,  Daniel  Huger,  John  W. 
Kittera,  Jiuin  I>aurance.  Amua  Learned ,  Bichard 
Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livennore,  James  Madlaon,  John 
Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augnstua 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vsns  Munaj,  Nathaiuel  NiJee, 
3obn  Pigt,  Josiah  Psjker,  Theodore  Sedgwicli,  Joahua 
Beney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  WilHam  Smith, 


The  petitioner  then  proceeded  to  conclade  with 
the  exhibits  and  proofs  in  support  of  the  remain- 
ing cbftrges  of  his  petition,  aner  which,  the  sitting 
member,  by  his  Counsel,  entered  into  the  defence, 
and  produced  sundry  eznibits  and  ptoofs  in  oppo- 
sitioD  to  the  said  charees ;  and  having  made  some 
progress  therein,  an  aSjoumment  was  called  for. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  hearing  on  the  said 
trial  be  postponed  until  to-monow. 

Tbdrsdav,  March  15. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  certain 
act  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to  continue  for 
a  longer  time  an  act  dectariuK  the  assent  of  Oon- 
ffjess  to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland, 
QeoTsia,and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions," so  far  as  the  same  respects  the  States  of 
Georgia  and  Rhode  Island  and  Froridence  Planta- 
tions. 

OEOROU  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  hearing  on  the  con- 
tested election,  in  the  case  of  the  petition  of  James 


returned  to  serre  in  this  House  for  the  State  of 
GeoTfia;  and  the  Counsel  for  the  sitting  member 
haring  concluded  his  defence,  the  petitioner  was 
heard  m  reply  ;  after  iritich,  the  parties  retired 
from  the  bar. 
A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded, 
«  That  certain  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
•entativea  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  accompanied  witli 
other  papers,  transmitted  agreeably  to  their  reaolntipn, 
under  the  sigtiature  of  the  Governor  and  the  aeal  of  the 
State,  relative  to  the  election  of  a  member  to  re^vsent 
the  Eaatem  District  of  the  aaid  State  in  thia  House,  bs 
receivBd." 

On  which  motion,  the  prerious  question  being 
called  for  by  five  members,  to  wit :  "  Shall  the 
main  question  to  agree  to  the  said  motion  be  now 
put?"  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  so  the  said 


was  then  called  for  and  Ci 


Fbidav,  March  16. 

The  House  proceeded  to  a  decision  on  the  con- 
tested  election  in  the  case  of  the  petition  of  JAMca 
Jackson,  complaining  of  an  imdue  election  and 
return  oi^  Antbont  Watne,  one  of  the  member* 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of 
Georgia ;  and,  after  debate  thereon,  a  motion  be- 
ing made  and  seconded  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  following  resolution: 

"Raohed,  That  AirasorT  Wit>i  waa  not  duly 
dected  a  Member  of  this  Home :" 

It  was  unanimously  resolved  in  the  affirmative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  every  member  present  voting 
in  the  affirmative. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded. 
"  That  the  Speaker  do  transmit  a  copy  of  the  said 
vote  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Georgia  ;" 
and,  debate  arising  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  all  farther  decision  on  the  said 
contested  election  be  postponed  until  Monday 

Mt.  Bourne,  of  Rhode  Island,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  refened  the  report  of  the 
Secretary_  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petitions  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Loans  for  the  States  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House, 
and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  entitled 
'An  act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the  claims  to 
half-pay  and  to  invalid  pensions."    Whereupon, 
Resdved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
eir  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and 
ith  a£ree  to  all  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Sen         ' 


ipealiitg,  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  du- 
ties heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  imp«xted 
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from  abroad,  and  layin{[  others  in  their  ste«d ;  and 
also,  upon  sjiirits  distilled  within  the  Uoiced 
States,  and  for  appropriating  the  same,"  which 
was  made  to  this  floose  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  in- 
stant, be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Tuesday  next. 

Saivkdat,  March  17. 

The  Speaebb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  <»i  the  petition  of  liie  Mimaters 
wad  Trustees  of  the  Lutheian  church  in  Rheland 
township,  Chester  county^  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
Bvlvania;  also,  on  the  petition  of  the  Wardens  of 
tne  CalTinist  church,  in  Vincent  township,  in  the 
county  and  State  aforesaid;  and  on  the  petition 
of  the  Corporation  of  Trustees  of  the  public  GnuQ- 
mar  school  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the 
State  of  Delaware ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing hi*  report  concerning  the  additional  supplies 
requisite  for  the  ensuing  Y^ar,  made  pursuant  to 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  Sth  instant;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

The  Sfeaeeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Attorney  Qeneral  of  the  United  States, 
enclosing  his  report  on  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Jackson ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  Ue  on 
the  table. 

Ordertd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  more  effectually 
'  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  goo^  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  so  far  as  to 
jrermit  the  landing  of  salt,  under  certain  rupula- 
tions,  at  warehouses  belonging  to  the  several  nshe- 
ties,  and  to  allow  a  drawback  on  the  exportation 
of  salted  nrovisions  equal  to  the  duty  that  is  paid 
on  the  salt  used  in  i^eseiring  the  same ;  and  that 
Mi.  WiuuAMaoN,  Mr.  Key,  and  Mi.  Pabkbb,  be 
the  said  committee. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 
The  House  proceeded  to  considM  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Seitate  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  Aroortionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  fint 
Knunteration,  and  r^aVm^  provision  for  aaother 
&mmeratioB,andanApportioiunentofR^reBent- 
atives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of" 
sentatives,  aJ^er  the  3d  day  of  March, 

"  "  '  lingre    , 

:h  agree  to  the 

Ssetiini  first,  between  the  words  *■  q^"  and  "mem- 
hfVimeTt  "onehondredind  twen^:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  30,  nays  31,  as 
ibUows: 

Tiia^Fish«T  Atnta,  Egbert  Baiuon,  Eliss  Boodi- 
BM,  Smujuhnb  Bonnie,  Beqjanun  Bonnie,  Abnham 


Claifc,  Thomu  FilnhiKMu,  Elbridge  Qen7,  NichoUs 
Gilmsn,  Benjunin  Goodhue,  JaioeB  Ooidon,  Thonue 
Hutlev,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaunn  Kitchell,  John  W.  KiHe- 
ra,  John  Laarance,  Amass  Learned,  Samnel  LiTcr< 
more,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Conielins  C.  Schoonmsker, 
Tbeodore  Sedgwidt,  Jcremish  Smith,  Israel  Smidi, 
John  Steele,  Peter  Sflvestar,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  John  Vining,  and  Jeremiah  Wadatrorth. 


Whereupon,  the  fint  amendment  being  read,  and 
the  question  put,  that  thia  House  doth  ag 
a,  as  follows 


N«T*^— John  BwlisI  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Be- 
it Baniwell,  John  BrowD,  William  Pindlev,  WilUam 
,  Oilea,  Andrew  Onff,  Samnel  Griffin,  WiUiam  Bany 


Grove,  Daniel  Heialer,  James  Hillboose,  Daniel  Hngw, 
™"'li  Eev,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Maooa. 
»  Maduon,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Hoore, 
Frederidt  AogmtDS  Muhlenberg,  John  Page,  Joaiah 
Farter,  Joehua  Sen^,  Wiltiaia  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Sturgee,  Thomu  Sumpter,  Tbomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  While,  Hugh 
'"iUiaoMei),  and  Ftauda  Willis. 

The  other  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
said  bill  were  then  severally  read ;  and,  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Setolted,  That  a  conference  be  desired  with 
the  Senate  on  the  Bubject-matter  of  the  said 
amendments ;  and  that  Mr.  Maoibon,  Mr.  FiNi>- 
■.BC,  Mr.  Hiu.BotTBB,  Mr.  Shitb,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Mr.  Baldwin,  be  appointed  managers  at 
the  said  conference,  on  tiie  part  of  this  House. 


MoKDAr,  March  19. 

A  petition  of  John  Macphei«in,  settine  forth 
that  he  has  discovered  an  infallible  method  of  as- 
certaining the  lon^tude,  to  a  degree  of  precision 
&r  beyond  any  former  discovery ;  and  praying 
thai  Congress  will  enable  him  to  prove  his  theory 
by  experiments  in  a  voyage  to  France. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honae 
that  the  Soiate  agree  to  the  conference  piopoeed 
by  this  House,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  an  Apportionment  of  Representar 
tives  among  the  several  States,  according  to  the 
first  Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for  ano* 
ther  Enumeration  Euid  an  Apportionment  of  Re- 

Eesentatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
epresentatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
and  have  appointed  managers  at  the  said  confer- 
ence OD  (heir  part.  The  Senate  recede  from 
some,  and  insist  on  other  of  their  amendments 
disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans, 
invalids,  and  other  persons."  The  Senate  have 
also  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  erect  a  light- 
house on  Montauk  Point,  in  the  State  of  New 
York ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  entitied  "An 
act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
persons  under  particular  circumstances  barred  by 
the  limitations  heretofore  establiahed,"  with  seve- 
ral amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  eon- 
ofthisHonse. 
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GEORCFU  COWTESTBD  BLECTIOM. 

The  Houae  then  resumed  ihe  consideration  of  b 
further  decision  on  the  contested  election,  in  the 
case  of  (he  petition  of  James  JACKaoN,  complain' 
ins  of  an  undue  election  and  return  of  Anthomt 
Wayne,  one  of  the  memberB  returned  to  serve  in 
this  Houae  for  the  State  of  Georgia ;  and,  a  mo- 
tion being  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House  do 
come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

"Saohed,  That  Ihe  petitiomr,  Jutii  Jacxioic,  ia 
entided  to  a  seat  in  ttua  Houh,  u  a  membn  for  the 
lower  diitiict  of  the  State  of  Oeorgia ;  and  that  the  right 
of  petitioning  agamat  the  election  of  the  aaid  Jamu 
Jagkbdh  be  reaerred  to  bU  peraona,  at  any  tfane  during 
Ae  term  for  whicli  he  waa  elected." 

Debate  thereon  ensued ;  when  an  adjournment 
being  called  for,  the  several  orders  oif  the  day 
were  further  postponed  until 


ToEODAY,  March  20. 

A  bill  sent  from  the  Senate.entitled  "Anactto 
erect  a  light-houae  on  MontauL  Point,  in  the  State 
of  New  Tork,"  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  conaidet  the  amend- 
ments proposea  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  persons^  tmder  particular  circumstances,  barred 
by  the  limitations  heretofore  established;"  and  the 
same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  House  nroceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ments proposea  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans, 
invalids,  and  other  persons^"  which  were  disagreed 
to  by  thb  House  and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate; 
thereupon, 

Beiolved,  Thai  this  Houae  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreements  to  the  said  amendments,  and 
doth  agree  to  the  same. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  on  the  contested  election 
in  the  case  of  tne  petltmnof  Jahes  JACKeoii,com- 
plainineof  an  undue  election  and  return  of  An- 
TBOMY  Watub,  one  of  the  members  returned  to 
serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  proposed  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz; 

"  Tliat  the  aeat  of  Akteobi  Waixi,  aa  a  member 
of  Ihia  Houae,  ia  vacant ;  and  that  notice  be  aarved  on 
&e  Eiecative  of  the  State  of  Oeorgia,  in  order  that 
he  may  iime  a  writ  for  a  new  election." 

This  motion  was  objected  to  as  not  being  suffi- 
ciently comprehensive  to  express  the  sense  of  the 
House.  On  the  contrary,  it  seemed  to  be  intended 
to  prevent  the  intioduelion  of  a  resolution  which 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Giles,  viz: 

"  Stmhed,  That  Jamoa  Jackaon  ia  entitled  to  a  feat 
in  thia  Honae." 

To  both  of  those  motiona  several  amendments, 
snbiititutes,  &c.,  were  proposed;  and  Mr.  Giles's 
motimi  was  modified  so  as  to  read  thus; 

"  Retohtd,  That  Jakis  JAcaaon  ia  dnly  elected,  and. 


Mr.  OiLEB  supported  this  motion  bv  a  train  of 
judicious  and  well  applied  arguments,  drawn  from 
the  precedents  of  the  British  Government;  he 
particularly  mentioned  the  Middlesex  election, 
when  Mr.  Wilkes  was  expelled  the  House  rf 
Commons,  for  having  been  tried  and  found  guilty 
of  an  abominable  libel ;  in  which  case  a  writ  for  a 
new  election  was  issued,  because  there  was  not 
then  any  other  candidate;  but  when  afterwards 
there  was  a  candidate  set  up  against  Mr.  Wilkea^ 
the  House  of  Commons  did  not  order  a  new  writ 
to  issue,  they  declared  the  other  candidate  doty 
elected,  naving  previously  decided  that  Mr.  Willces 
was  ineligible  to  a  seat  m  the  House.  This,  al- 
though it  may  not  be  reckoned  exactly  a  case  in 
point,  comes  something  near  to  the  Georgia  elec- 
tion; and  from  this  and  a  variety  of  other  case^ 
which  Mr.  G.  quoted,  he  thought  tne  House  would 
be  highly  justifiable  indeelaring  Mr,  Jackson  duly 
eleeted,and  therefore  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Hotise 
of  Representatives.  Mr.  G.  further  observed,  that 
the  consequence  of  not  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
he  had  the  honor  to  propose,  would  be  ajdisarowtil 
of  the  right  of  the  judicial  powers  of  the  House 
in  cases  where  they  were  to  decide  on  the  qualifi- 
cations of  their  own  members;  and  it  would  be 
transferrinz  those  powers  to  the  Executives  of  the 
States,  if  Mc.  Smith's  motion  should  obtain. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  rose  to  oppose  Mr.  Giles's  mo- 
tion, and  entered  into  a  very  extensive  chain  of 
argument  on  the  rights  of  election,  the  powers  of 
Congress,  the  danger  of  foreclosing  the  chair  of 
the  sitting  member,  shotild  he  desire  to  impeach 
the  validity  of  the  petitioner's  election;  the  want 
of  reciprocity  that  would  ensue  from  an  adopticn 
of  the  resolution ;  the  danger  of  so  bad  a  prece- 
dent; the  deprivation  of  the  rights  of  Georgia  to 
hold  a  new  election  to  fill  the  vacancy,  dtc^  te. 
He  also  quoted  sJmost  all  the  eases  of  contested 
elections  in  Great  Britain,  and  drew  infervneea 
from  each  in  favor  of  his  own  opinion.  He  said 
the  business  before  the  House  was  not  to  take 
cognizance  of  Mr.  Jackson's  ri^t  to  a  seat,  it  had 
been  no  more  than  to  investigate  the  legality  of 
Mr.  Wayne's  seat,  which  was  now  decided  in  the 
negative ;  it  was  not  a  contest  between  Mr.  Watki 
and  Mr.  Jackson,  but  an  inquiry  into  a  return. 

Mr.  Giles  proposed  to  amend  his  motion,  hj 
adding  these  words,  "and  that  the  right  of  peti- 
tioning against  the  said  election  (of  Jambb  Jacb- 
son)  be  preserved  to  all  persons,  Ac.,  withiM  the 
time  for  which  he  was  elected." 

Ml.  Madison  replied  generally  to  all  the  re»- 
soningof  the  gentlemen  who  had  gone  before  him 
in  this  business;  he  mentioned  the  general  rule, 
that  whosoever  had  a  majority  of  sotmd  votea  wn 
the  legal  Representative:  he  tnen  recited  the  seve- 
ral exceptions  to  this  rule,  and  expatiated  on  the 
tej:  •parliamentaria.  In  addition  to  the  cases 
quoted  by  Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  W.  Smitb,  he  men- 
tioned one  wherein  corruption  appeared  in  bodi 
candidates,  and  the  seat  was  adjui^d  to  him  who 
had  the  greatest  number  of  sound  votes;  but  this, 
he  said,  was  not  a  case  exactly  in  point ;  he  there- 
fore believed  it  would  be  necessary  to  decide  the 
present  one  agreeably  to  the  ConstitDtion  and 
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right  reason.  He  had  Teolured  an  opJnioD  for- 
merly upOD  an  occasioD  of  this  kind,  and  he  would 
ikow  confess  thai  if  the  House  could,  conformably 
to  reason,  precedents,  or  convenience,  admit  the 
pedtioninffQieniber  toaseat.he  believed  that  they 
ought  to  do  it,  in  order  to  fill  np  the  chasm  io  the 
House,  so  &r  as  relates  to  the  representation  and 
interest  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  He  differed  in 
opinion  with  those  who  had  argued  that  the  peti- 
tioner had  not  claimed  his  seat;  and  even  admit- 
ting he  had  done  so,  or  that  he  would  resign  or 
refuse  to  accept  it,  still  the  House  are  bound  to 
declare  and  estabbsh  his  right. 
The  House  now  adjourned. 

WEDNEaDAT,  March  31. 

A  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  trading  to  India  and  China,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  teas 
unported  from  Euiope  in  vessels  the  property  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  may  be  subjected  to 
the  same  duties  and  regulations  as  teas  imported 
from  India  in  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  Ordered,  that  the  said  petition  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral on  the  petition  of  Andrew  Jackson,  be  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  C[.Aac,  Mr.  Steele,  and  Mr.  Liv- 

ERHORE. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message,  of  yesterday,  from 
the  President  of  the  United  State^  be  committed 
to  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Laobance^  and  Mr.  Smith,  of 
South  CarolitLB,  with  instructions  to  report  there- 
on by  way  of  bill  or  bills. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
diat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Doorkeep- 
ers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentatives 
in  Congress;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence m  this  House. 

GEOBOIA  C0NTB8TBD  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  on  the  contested  election  in  the  case  of  the 
petition  of  J  A  Mca  Jackson,  complaining  of  an  un- 
due election  and  return  of  ANTHOirr-  Wayne,  one 
of  the  members  returned  to  serve  in  this  House 
for  tlie  State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  BouDiitoT  rose  to  deliver  his  opinion;  pre- 
vioias  to  which,  he  thought  proper  to  recapitulate 
most  of  the  circumstances  which  have  come  into 
view,  before  the  House,  from  the  time  of  receiv- 
ing Mr.  Jackbon's  petition  to  the  present  time,  of 
declarine  whether  he  is,  or  is  not,  entitled  to  the 
seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives.    He  took 

SKticular  notice  that  there  were  only  two  candi- 
ates  for  the  lower  district  of  Georgia;  no  third 
candidate  had  been  set  up.  Hence,  as  there  were 
only  two,  and  one  of  them  has  been  proved  to  be 
iU^^ally  elected,  it  remains  to  be  decided  whether 
iheotherbe  entitled  to  his  seat.  He  observed,  that 
in  diree  of  the  counties  the  whole  of  their  elec- 
tions were  null  and  void ;  and  that,  with  respect 
to  the  others,  all  the  evidence  irtiich  would  be 


necessary  to  an  investigation  had  not  been  yet  be- 
fore the  House,  as  no  other  evidence  had  been 
adduced  but  such  as  was  thought  necessary  to  va- 
cate the  contested  seat;  consequently,  the  evidence 
admitted  in  one  case  cannot  be  admitted  in  the 
other;  and  if  Congress  proceed  in  the  question 
now  under  consideration,  they  must  do  it  without 
the  cognizance  of  Geoi^ia.  and  without  any  return 
by  them  made  in  favor  of  tne  petitioner.  Besides, 
it  will  be  doine  an  essential  iniurr  to  the  sitting 
member,  shouH  it  appear  that  he  had  a  majority 
of  votes  exclusive  of  tul  the  illegal  ones,  ai  it  wiU 
be  precluding  him  from  all  redress,  to  declare  the 
pedtionei  the  sitting  member. 

Mr.  B.  also  quoted  the  case  of  the  Maryland 
election  of  Mi.  PinKMBT,  who  had  resigned;  yet 
the  next  candidate  in  nimber  erf'  volea  wu  not 
declared;  a  new  election  was  held.  Upon  the 
whole,  after  considerable  time  spent  in  reasoning 
nearly  on  similar  grounds  with  those  of  Mr.  W. 
Smith,  he  conclnded  by  declaring  that  he  was 
apprehensive  the  House  would  be  acting  rather 
precariously  should  they  attempt  any  decision  at 
present  on  the  resolution  proposed. 

Here  Mr.  Boddinot  proposed  to  read  a  paper 
in  his  place,  containing  mformation  which  he  said 
was  necessary  to  support  the  opinions  he  had  ad- 
vanced, and  which  paper  went  to  prove  that  there 
was  not  8  majority  oi  voles  in  favor  of  the  peti- 
tioner aAer  deducting  the  illegal  votes.  Several 
members  opposed  the  reading  of  these  papers,  and 
some  asked  why  these  papers  had  not  been  pro- 
duced on  the  trial?  To  Uiis  it  was  replied  by  Mr. 
W.  Smith,  that  this  testimony  was  not  then  ne- 
cessary; it  was  also  observed,  that  in  case  Mr. 
Wayhe's  testimony  should  prove  so  many  illiwal 
votes  against  Mr.  Jackson,  that,  ai^er  all  the  bad 
votes  were  left  out  on  both  sides,  it  should  appear 
that  Mr.  Wayne  had  a  majority  notwithstanoii^, 
the  House  would  be  driven  into  a  dilemm^  for  it 
might  be  dedanded  of  them  to  declare  his  election 
le^  af^er  the  House  bad  already  declared  it  iUe- 
^.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  judged 
improper  to  produce  the  evidence  proposed  to  be 
readby  Mr.  BonDiMOT;  and  he  accoidinglv  with- 
drew It,  and  proceeded  to  make  some  further  ob- 
servations on  the  impropriety  of  agreeing  to  the 
motion  under  consideration. 

Mr.  LiTBRHOBB  expressed  some  re^et  at  the 
situation  into  which  the  House  was  dnven  in  this 
business.  He  quoted  the  election  laws  of  Britain, 
and  drew  several  inferences  therefrom,  as  the  only 
precedents  that  could  enable  Congress  to  form  a 
judgment.  He  also  observed  that  special  regard 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  election  law  of  Georgia. 
From  the  whole  of  his  arguments,  it  appeared  mat 
unless  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jackboii 
had  been  returned  to  the  Governor,  and  Arom  him 
transmitted  officially  to  the  Speaker,  &c.,  he  could 
not  suppose  him  entitled  to  a  seat. 

Mr.  HiLLHones  was  of  opinion  that,  imtil  sacli 
time  as  Congress  enacted  a  law'  for  regulating 
elections,  there  was  no  other  ride  to  go  by  than 
the  laws  of  the  States;  under  this  impression,  he 
joined  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Liverhorb. 

The  qnestion  being  now  taken  that  this  House 
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doth  agree  to  the  $aid  motion,  amended  to  read 
as  follows: 

"  Sttohed,  Tb«t  Jamu  JAczien  ii  entitled  to  take  « 
■eat  in  thi*  Honw,  and  that  the  right  of  petitiaiiiiig 
tigaiiut  the  election  of  the  nid  Juui  JiciaoB,  be  re- 
■erred  to  all  penona,  *t  luj  time  during  the  term  for 
trhich  he  wu  elected  :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  89,  nays  89 — 
the  House  being  equafly  divided. 

And  Mr.  Speaebb  declaring  himself  with  the 
naya — the  yeas  and  nays,  as  demanded  by  one-fifth 
of  the  members  present,  were  as  follows: 

Ymab, — John  BBptiit  Aihe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abrsham  Clark,  William  Findley,  Elbridge 
Qmy,  William  B.  Oilei,  Andrew  Qregg,  Samnel  Orif- 
fln,  William  Ban;  Grove,  Daniel  Heistar,  Israel  Jacob*, 
Richard  Bland  Lea,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Jam**  Madison, 
Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Nile*,  John  Page,  Jouah 
Packer,  CwnelinaC.Sehoonmaker.JaahaaSenejiJere- 
miiih  Smith,  Samuel  Slerrett,  Jonathan  Stujgea,  Tbo- 
maa  Siunpter,  Tbomaa  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable, 
and  Praneu  WiUia. 

NiiB^Fisher  Amee,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
■on,  Eliaa  Botidinot,  Shea^aahnb  Bourne,  Bemamin 
Boome,  Tbomaa  Fitnimona,  Nicholai  Oilinan,  Benjs^ 
nin  Goodhue,  Jamea  Gordon,  Thoma*  Htrtler,  Jamei 
Hillhnma,  Dauial  Huger,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell, 
John  W.  Kitteta,  John  Lautance,  Amaaa  Learned,  Sam- 
nel UTcrmore,  E'rederick  ADgnstui  Mnhlenberg,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  WtUiam  Smith,  John  Steele,  Peter  Sjl- 
Torter,  George  Thatcher,  Tbomaa  Tador  Tucker,  Jere- 
miah Wadaworth,  Artemai  Ward,  and  Alexander 
White. 

Itetolved,  That  (he  seal  of  Antbokt  Wayne, 
as  a  member  of  this  House,  is,  and  the  same  is  de- 
clared to  be,  vacant. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Speaker  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  precediiw  resolution,  and  of  this  order,  to  the 
Exeeutive  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  the  end  that 
the  said  Executi»e  may  issue  writs  of  election  to 
fill  the  said  vacancy.  ^ 

THDRenAT,  March  22. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  public  creditors,  who 
loaned  money  to  the  United  States  between  Sep- 
tember, 1777,  and  March,  1778,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the  modification 
of  their  claims,  suggested  in  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  to  the  present 
session  on  the  subject  of  the  public  debt,  roav  be 
adopted.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  PubLc  Debt. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  filing  the  compensations  of  the  Doorkeepers 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress,"  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  the  Public  Debt; 
and,  afier  some  time  spent  theietn,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMBOB,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  foi  ascertaimng  the  bounds  of 
a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves  Symmes 
which  was  received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 


Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry 
Laurens,  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mi.  LivERMORfi,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Turner,  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
River  Ohio,  made  a  report;  wnich  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  taole. 

The  Speaeeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  on  the  subject  of  a 
report  on  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States  with  foreign  nations;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  Benjamin  Stiles,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  his  associates,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  prayinf  that  the  contract  between 
the  United  States  and  John  Cleves  Symmes  may 
be  so  far  varied,  as  to  include  the  purchase  made 
by  Ihe  memoriELlisl  and  his  associates  of  the  sud 
Symmes,  and  to  quiet  them  in  their  title  and  pos- 
session of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  inio  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Direct- 
ors of  the  Ohio  Company  of  Associates ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
had  leave  to  sit  asain. 

Mr.  MAnisoH,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  to  attend  a  conierence  with 
the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Houses,  to  the 
bilL  entitled  "An  act  for  an  Apportionment  of  Re- 
presentatives among  the  several  States  according 
to  the  first  Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  Enumeration,  and  an  Apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives,  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
reported  that  the  managers  had,  according  to  order, 
attended  to  that  duty,  and  that,  after  oneriug  the 
reasons  for  disagreement  on  the  part  of  this  Hmue, 
and  hearing  those  which  were  offered  by  the  ma- 
nagers on  the  part  of  the  Senate  in  answer  there- 
to, several  propositions,  offered  by  the  managers 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  for  accommodating  the 
said  disagreement,  not  being  acceded  to  by  the 
managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  they  haa  mu- 
lually  determined  to  separate  from  the  said  con- 
ference without  agreement. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iikformed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  dis- 
agreed toby  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  an  Apportionment  of  Representatives  amoitg 
the  several  States  according  to  the  first  Enmnera- 
tioD,  and  making  provision  Tor  another  Enimiera- 
tion,  and  an  Apportionment  of  Representatives 
thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of  Representatives 
after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797." 

Fridat,  March  S3. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 

the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 

of  George  Turner,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Ter- 
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ritoiy  of  the  United  States  Norihirest  of  the  Rirei 
Ohio.    Whereupon, 

Retalved,  Thai  the  laws  of  the  Territory  North- 
west of  the  Ohio  be  printed  under  the  inspection 
of  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  and  delivered  to  the 
GoTernor  and  Judges,  to  be  distribaied  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  inhabitants  I  thai  the  official  du- 


Ooremor  and  Judges  have  power  to  repeal  their 
kw8,  if  found  to  be  improper;  that  a  single  Judge, 
in  the  absence  of  the  other  Jndges,  be  authorized 
to  hold  a  Court;  that  the  Secretary  of  State  pro- 
vide seals  for  the  said  Territory ;  that  the  military 
EQwer  be  subordinate  to  the  civil  power;  that  the 
mitation  act,  passed  by  the  Goremor  and  Judges 
of  said  Territory  the  2Sth  day  of  December,  1788, 
ought  to  be  repealed  by  Coosress;  that  certain 
expenses  iacurred  by  two  of  ue  Judges  in  pur- 
chasing a  boat  to  carry  the  Judges  and  soldiers, 
as  an  escort  on  the  circuit,  Etnd  also  for  sending 

an  express,  amounting  to ,  ought  to  be  paid 

by  the  Umted  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution:  and  that  Mr.  Liveh- 
MOBE,  Mr.  Lauhancb,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  William- 
bom,  and  Mr.  Smith,  c^  South  Carolina,  do  pre- 
pare and  brine  In  the  same. 

A  message  tram  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Courts  in  certain  districts  of  the  Uoited  States, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House, 

A  petition  of  Christian  George  Elholm  was 

Presented  to  the  House  and  read,  stating  that  he 
ad  discovered  the  cause  of  the  motions  and  vari- 
ation of  the  magnetic  needle,  and  praying  the  pA- 
tronage  of  Congress  to  aid  him  with  the  means 
of  making  experimental  proofs  and  demonstration 
of  his  theory ;  or  that  be  may  now  receive  com- 
pensation as  the  survivor  of  five  captors,  who, 
during  the  late  war,  took  and  captured  oae  hun- 
dred and  eleven  British  regular^  one  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  stand  of  aims,  five  armed  ves- 
sels, mounted  with  thirty-six  four-potmdets,  and 
manned  with  forty  sailors,  together  with  swivels, 

fi^ovisions,  and  other  articles,  all  which  were  de- 
vered  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  petition,  so  far  as  it  re- 
spects a  claim  for  services  rendered  duringthe 
late  war,  he  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report 
his  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  Re^Mrt  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Grammar  School  and  Acade- 
my of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  and  petition  be 
referred  to  Mr.  Vmino,  Mr.  Mercer,  and  Mr. 
Abbe;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  ^nate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 


act  auptdementary  to  the  act  for  making  further 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States ;"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  for  ascertaining  the 
bounds  of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleres 
Symmes;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Senev  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 

Ordered,^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  for  finishing  the  Iwht- 
house  on  Baldhead,  at  the  mouth  ofCape  Pear 
river,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Senby  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration, 
and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  peti- 
tions of  the  merchants  of  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  imporibrs  of  teas.    Whereupon, 

Hegolved,  That,  for  all  teas  imported  into  the 
United  States  since  the  3d  day  of  March,  1791, 
the  duties  whereon  shall  have  been  bondedjpay- 
able  in  one  year,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  omcers 
of  the  customs  to  whom  such  bonds  were  given, 
to  cancel  the  same,  and  to  take  other  bonds  in 
lieu  thereof,  payable  in'two  years,  (from  the  time 
of  the  importation  of  the  teas  for  which  the  same 
is  given) :  Praxrided,  That  such  teas  are  deposited 
with  the  proper  officer,  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1791. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  Lad- 
RAHCE,  Mr.  FiTzaiHONB,  and  Mr.  Gerht,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  oroceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate^  which  were  dis- 
agreed to  by  this  House  and  insisted  on  by  the 
Senate,  to  the  bill  for  an  Apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States  according  to 
the  first  Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  Enumeration,  and  an  Apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797. 
Whereupon, 

The  question  being  taken,  that  this  House  dodi 
recede  from  their  disagreement  to  all  the  said 
amendments,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  31,  nays  29,  as  follows: 

Ti*!'— Fuher  Amw,  Egbert  BeniMn,  Eliu  Bondi- 
not,  Ebeaijuhnb  Boiune,  Beniamin  Bonne,  Abraham 
Clu^  Thranu  Fitnamcms,  JsniMge  Otnj,  Nidiolu 
Oilman,  Benjamin  OocMihiie,  Jamsi  Gordon,  Thomai 
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n«cletick  Anguitui  Mnhlenbeif,  Nsthuuel  Nitei,  Cor- 
Mbui  C.  Schoonmaker,  Ttiaodme  Bedeck,  JemnUh 
Bmith,  Imel  SmiOi,  John  8tMte,  Peter  ByhaMer,  Om>. 
Thitoher,  ThomM  Tredwell,  John  Vming-,  Jenoiiah 
WBilawinth,  ukd  Artemw  Wud. 

NjHi^WohD  Btptift  Aihe,  Abraham  BaldwiD,  Ro- 
bert Bunwall,  John  Brown,  WUIiam  Findle;,  William 
B.  Oileo,  Andnw  Oregg,  William  Bsrrf  Grave,  Oanid 
Heiiter,  James  Htllhoiue,  Daniel  Huger,  I*hilip  Kej, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Jame*  Madiaon, 
John  FraociB  Mercer,  Andrew  Mooie.  John  Page,  Jo- 
nah Parker,  Jochua  Seney,  William  Simth,  Samuel 
Sterrett,  Jonathan  Bturgei,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomaa 
Tador  Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White, 
Hugh  Williamion,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Ordered,  That  the  Cleik  of  this  House  do  ac- 


the  Whole  House,  on  the  Re^rt  of  the  Secie- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  the  Execu- 
tors of  Edward  Carnes,  deceased ;  and,  after  Aime 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  bad 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Satdiuiat,  March  24. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  ascertaining  the  bounds 
of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  C.  Symmes, 
was  read  tbe  third  time  and  passed. 

An  encrossed  bill  for  finisning  the  light-house 
on  Baldbead,  at  the  mouth  of  Cap«  Fear  river, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  was  read  tbe  third 
time  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  seut  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in 
certain  districts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  -second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

A  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  Massachusetts 
line  of  the  tate  Army  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  the  subject-matter  of  a  peti- 
tion presented  at  the  last  session,  representing  the 
losses  they  sustained  in  the  mode  of  compensation 
for  their  military  services,  may  now  be  taken  into 
consideration  and  relief  granted.  Ordered,  That 
tbe  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  reaolved  itself  into  a  Comioittee  of 
tbe  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate. 
entitled  "  An  act  supplemeaial  to  the  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  making  further  and  more  effectual  provi- 
sion for  the  protection  ofthe  frontiers  of  the  United 
States;'"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House;  and  then  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiTzeiMOHS  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  heretofore 
granted  for  tbe  payment  of  the  duties  on  certain 
teas  imported  after  tbe  third  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-one;  wbicb  was 
received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  MINT. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  oa  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 


entitled  "  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulat- 
ing the  coins  of  the  United  States,"  The  fdlow- 
ing  amendment  being  under  consideration,  viz ; 

"  In  the  tenth  section,  strike  out  the  words '  Or  rniresen- 
lotion  o/l/ie  htttd  of  the  Pruidenl  of  the  United  Stata 


FrttidtHey  numericaliif,' 

'Emblematic  of  Liberty,'  wiA  an  uucription   ofthe 

word  LiaiaTi." 

Mr.  Page,  in  support  of  this  motion  said,  that  it 
had  been  a  practice  in  Monarchies  to  exhibit  th« 
figures  or  heads  of  their  Kings  upon  their  coins, 
either  to  band  down  in  the  ignorant  ages  in  which 
this  practice  was  introduced,  a  kind  of  chronolo- 

S'cal  account  of  their  Kings,  or  to  show  to  whom 
e  coin  belonged.  We  have  all  read,  that  the 
Jews  paid  tribute  to  the  Romans,  by  means  of  a 
coin  on  which  was  the  head  of  their  Cassar.  Now 
as  we  have  no  occasion  for  this  aid  to  bislory,  nor 
any  pretence  to  call  the  money  of  the  United 
States  the  money  of  our  Presidents,  there  can  be 
no  sort  of  necessity  for  adopting  tte  idea  of  the 
Senate.  I  second  tbe  motion,  merefore,  for  the 
amendment  proposed ;  and  the  more  readily  be- 
cause 1  am  certain  it  will  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  see  the  head  of 
Liberty  on  their  coin,  than  the  heads  of  Presidents. 
However  well  pleased  they  mu;ht  be  with  tbe  head 
of  the  great  man  now  their  President^  they  may 
have  no  great  reason  to  be  pleased  with  some  of 
his  successors;  as  to  him^  the^  have  bis  busts,  bis 

Eictures  everywhere;  histonans  are  daily  cele- 
raiing  his  fame,  and  Congress  hare  votea  him  a 
monument.  A  further  compliment  they  need  not 
^y  him,  especially  when  it  may  be  said,  that  no 
Republic  has  paid  such  a  compliment  to  their 
Chief  Magistrate;  and  when  indeed  it  would  be 
viewed  by  tbe  world  as  a  stanip  of  Royalty  on 
our  coins;  would  wound  the  feelings  of  many 
friends,  and  gratify  our  enemies. 

Mr.  Williamson  seconded  tbe  motion  also,  and 
affirmed  that  the  Romans  did  not  put  the  heads 
of  tbeir  Consuls  on  their  money ;  that  Julius  Cesar 
wished  to  have  his  on  the  Roman  coin,  but  only 
ventured  to  cause  the  figure  of  an  elephant  to  be 
irnpressed  thereon ;  that  by  a  pun  on  the  Cartha- 

S'oian  name  of  that  animal,  which  sounded  like 
e  name  of  Ctesar,  he  might  be  said  to  be  on  the 
coin.  He  thought  the  amendment  consistent  with 
Republican  principles,  and  therefore  approved 
of  ft. 

Mr.  LivERHoaE  ridicoled,  with  an  uncommon 
degree  of  humor,  the  idea  iliat  it  could  be  of  any 
consequence  to  tbe  United  States  whether  tbe 
head  of  Liberty  were  on  their  coins  or  not;  tbe 
President  was  a  very  good  emblem  of  Liberty; 
but  what  an  emblematical  figure  might  be,  be 
could  not  tell.  A  ghost  had  been  said  to  be  in  the 
shape  ofthe  sound  of  a  drum,  and  so  miebt  Liber- 
ty for  aught  he  knew;  but  how  the  President's 
head  being  on  our  corns  could  affect  the  Liberty 
of  the  People,  was  incomprehensible  to  him.  He 
bo|»ed,  therefore,  that  the  amendment  would  be 
rejected. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  South  CttroIJiia.  agreed  with  Mr. 
LiTERHOBE  JQ  Opinion ;  adding,  toat  the  President 
representiiiff  the  people  of  the  United  Stales, 
might  with  peat  propriety  represent  them  on 
dieir  coins.  He  denied  that  Republics  did  not 
place  the  images  of  their  Chief  Magistrates  on 
their  coins;  and  said,  he  WRssuiprised  teal  a  mem- 
ber who  so  much  admired  the  French  and  their 
newConstitution^,  should  be  so  averse  to  a  practice 
they  have  established  j  the  head  of  their  Kins  is 
br  their  Constitution  put  upon  their  money.  Be- 
sides, it  was  strange  that  for  a  circumstance  go 
tririal  we  should  lose  time  in  debating,  and  risk 
the  loss  of  an  important  bill. 

The  said  amendment  was  again  read,  and  a  di- 
TJsion  of  the  question  thereon  ctJled  for;  Whete- 
npon, 

The  question  being  taken,  that  the  House  do 
igree  to  the  first  part  of  the  said  amendment  for 
striking  out  the  words  "  ot  representation  of  (he 
head  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
time  being^  with  an  inscription,  which  shall  ez- 
press  the  initiat  or  first  letter  of  his  Christian 
or  first  name,  and  his  surname  at  length,  the  suc- 
cession of  the  Presidency  numerical^ ;" — it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  26,  nays  33,  -- 
follows : 

Ybiji< — Abraham  Baldwin,  Abrahun  Clufc,  Thomu 
F^tiMDKiDi,  Williun  B.  QilaSr  Andtow  Ongg,  Danial 
HiHtar,  Philip  Ktj,  Aunn  Kiudicll,  Jdui  W.  Kitteia, 
idkan  iMuaaot,  Bidiard  Bland  Lm,  N«tbiiu«l  Msccnt, 
James  HadiMD,  Andrew  Hone,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  John 
Page,  Jofhua  8eney,  Jeramiah  Smith,  Samuel  Stsrratt, 


WiUiamion,  and  Francis  Willia. 

NAii.^tob«rt  Bamwelt,  Egbert  BanK>n,£liBaBou- 
dntot,  Sheaijuhub  Boume,  Benjamin  BamiM,  John 
Brown,  Mcholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Thomae 
HBitl«T,  James  HQIhaiue,  Daniel  Uuget,  Inael  Jacobs. 
Aman  Iieaniad,8amnal  LiTeiinore,Carneltns  C.  Scfaoon- 
tnaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  Jonathan 
StnigM  Peter  Bylveiter,  George  Thatcher,  Jeremiah 
Wadnrorlh,  and  Aitemaa  Ward. 

And  then  the  question  being  taken  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  second  part  of  the  said 
amendment,  for  inserting,  in  lieu  <^  the  words 
stricken  out,  the  words.  "Mmblematic  of  Liberty, 
with  an  inscription  of  tne  word  Liberty:" — it  was 


TiAi^—AlnaliBm  Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Benja- 
mm  Bonme,  John  Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  Thomu 
PitaRmona,  William  B.  OiJea,  Nidwlai  CHfanan,  Bea- 
jandn  Goodhue,  Andraw  Qregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  Da- 
niel HeiiteT,  Jamea  Hillhonae,  Denial  Hofcv,  Inael 
Jacobe,  Philip  Ktj,  Aaron  Eitobell,  John  W.  Kitten, 
John  Laurance,  Riobard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Jamea  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John 
Page,  Comehni  C.  Schoonmakar,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
Joshua  Senc^,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  Samuel 


Abraliam  Tenable,  Jeremiah  Wadnrorth,  Artemaa 
Ward,  Alexander  White,  Huab  Witllamson,  and  Frau- 
ds Willia. 


Nais^— Egbert  Benaon,  Eliaa  Bondinot,  Sbeaqaahllb 
Bonnie,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  LiTem)oni,aiid  George 
Thatcher. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

MoKDAV,  Match  36. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act 
establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of 
the  United  Stales,"  together  with  the  amendment, 
was  read  the  third  time ;  and  the  question  being 
put  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  33,  nay*  33,  as  follows : 

Yiji. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Bapturt  Aibe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  Bunwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Elian  Boufi- 
not.  Sheaiiashub  Bonme,  Benj.  Bourne,  John  Brown, 
Elbridge  GeiT7,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamui  Goodhue, 
Tboe.  Hartley,  Dan.  Heuter,  Dan.  Huger,  Philip  Key, 
John  W.  Kittera,  John  Lauiance,  Ainaea  Leaned, 
Samuel  Livermore,  John  Frandi  Mereet,  Frederuft 
AufiuOu  JiCdlileabeig,  John  Page,TheodiseSedgwi^ 
William  Smith,  Saninel  SterreU,  Jonathan  Sturgaa, 
Peter  Sylvester,.  John  Vising,  Jaomiah  Wadaworth, 
Artemaa  Ward,  and  Hugh  Williamaon. 

NiiB^Abraban  Clark,  William  Pindlsy,  William 
B.  Giles,  Jamea  Gordon,  WiBiam  Barry  Oiova,  Jama 
Hillhause,  Israel  Jacebe,  Aaron  JQtchell,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore, 
Nathaniel  Nilea,  Joaiab  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Scboon* 
maker,  Joahna  Seney,  larael  Smith,  Thomas  Sumplar, 
George  Thatcher,  Thomas  TtedweD,  Abraham  Venable, 
and  Alexander  White. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

OHIO  COMPANY  OF  ASSOCIATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Direct- 
ors of  the  Ohio  Company  of  Associates;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  thereiiL  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Comminee  bad  bad  the  said  report 
under  consideration,  and  come  to  several  resolu' 
tions  thereupon ;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 
.  "  Setolved,  That  the  title  ought  to  be  mads  to  th« 
Ohio  Company  tor  >o  much  of  the  lands  in  their  con- 


of  land,  there  be  also  granted  to  the  said  Ohio  Compsiiy, 
two  hundred  and  (burteen  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eighty-five  acres,  being  the  proportion  they  were,  by  a 
resolve  of  Congress,  aulhoriied  to  pay  in  annv  rights, 
npon  their  delivering  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tresaniy 
army  rights  sufficient  fin  the  pnrpDse  [  and  that  thei« 
be  sjso  granted  to  the  said  company,  in  addition  to  the 
befote4ienlioned  tracts,  oae  hnntbed  thonsand  acres,  to 
make  food  iwe  thousand  lots  of  one  handnd  acres  each. 


mdilian,  nevertbeleaa,  that  the  wd  'company  nsU 
make  good  such  bonntiss,  as  well  to  fiiluiessUlarB  sa  to 

thon  alreidy  MtUed. 

"  Setoleed,  That  a  title  be  made  to  the  said  company 
for  the  remainder  of  the  one  milhon  five  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  contracted  for,  tipon  their  paying  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  a  sum  not  eiceeding 
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0  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that 

WICK,  Mr.  FiNDLET,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Learned, 
and  Mr.  Baldwin,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 

ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  MINT. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  (he  House 
that  (he  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  this  House  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
eatablisning  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of 
the  United  States;"  and  agree  to  the  amendmeDt 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  supplemental  to  the  act  for  making  further 
and  more  effeciual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States." 

It  was  moved  that  the  House  should  recede 
from  their  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "  Ad  act 


Mr.  LivBRHOHE  supported  the  motion.  He  said 
he  did  not  conceive  it  possible  that  any  friend  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Chief  Ma- 
aistrale,  that  great  and  good  man,  would  have  re- 
ftised  to  pay  every  tribute  of  respect  which  was 
justly  due  to  him.  We  have  now  a  favorable 
oppoTtuntty  of  complimenting  him,  without  any 
shadow  of  flattery,  and  without  any  expense.  But, 
instead  of  this,  wnat  is  proposed?  An  emblem- 
atical figure  of  Liberty.  But  what  Is  this  Liberty 
which  some  appear  to  be  so  foDd  of?  He  had  no 
idea  of  such  Liberty  as  app^rs  to  possess  the 
minds  of  some  gentlemen.  It  is  little  oetter  than 
the  liberty  of  savages — a  relinquishment  of  all 
law  that  contradicts  or  thwarts  their  passions  or 
desires.  His  idea  of  Liberty  was  that  which  arose 
from  law  and  justice,  which  secured  every  man  in 
his  proper  and  social  rights.  Some  gentlemen 
may  think  a  bear  broke  loose  from  his  cbain  a  fit 
emblem  of  Liberty ;  others  may  devise  a  difierent 
emblem ;  but  he  could  not  conceive  that  any  of 
them  would  be  applicable  to  the  situation  of  the 
United  States,  which  justly  boasted  of  being 
always  free.  Ifanyideaoi  an  emblem  is  necessary, 
he  thought  it  mieht  be  applied  to  the  head  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  present  oc- 
casion affords  the  best  opportunity  of  doing  honor 
to  the  man  we  love  ;  instead  of  which,  we  offer 
him  an  affront.  He  could  not  reconcile  this  con- 
doct  to  propriety  or  consistency  ;  for,  while  it  is 
ptoposed  to  raise  a  montmient  t«  the  memory  of 
the  President,  which  will  cost  fifty  thousaiul^ui- 
neas,  a  [Hopoeition  to  honor  him  in  a  more  effect- 
ual maoDer,  and  in  a  way  which  will  be  satisfac- 
Uny  to  the  people,  without  any  expense,  and  with 
pMfect  security  to  their  liberties,  is  objected  to. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  recede. 

Mr.  Mebceb  replied  to  Mr.  Liveshohb  with 
some  d^ee  of  asperity.  He  observed  that  there 
was  a  r^e  in  the  British  House  of  Commons  that 
the  name  of  the  King  should  never  be  mentioned 
in  any  debate.  He  thought  some  such  rule  might 
be  introduced  with  advantage  into  this  House. 
In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  to  show  that  the 


cumslance  of  having  the  President's  bead  Btamfted 
on  the  coin  could  not  be  justly  coosidered  as  domg 
him  an  honor,  he  said,  that  persons  of  no  better 
character  than  a  Nero,  a  Caligula,  or  a  Helio- 
gabulas,  may  enjoy  it  as  well  as  a  Trajan,  ice. 

Mi.  Sgneit  animadverted  with  severity  on  the 
remarks  oflered  by  Mr.  Liverhobe,  and  on  the 
conduct  of  the  Senate ;  paiticularly  in  retumiog 
the  bill  with  a  negative  to  the  amendment  of  the 
House,  within  a  period  that  left  them  no  time  10 
deliberate  on  the  reasons  which  might  have  in- 
fluenced the  House. 

Mr.  OiLBs  opposed  the  motion  for  receding. 
He  adverted  to  the  ideas  which  are  connected 
with  the  subject  in  European  countries-  The 
President's  head  will  not  designate  the  Govera- 
menl.  There  is  to  be  but  one  head ;  but  does  not 
our  Government  consist  of  three  parts  ?  Is  there 
any  other  head  proposed  to  be  on  the  coin  but  the 
President'sl  He  said  this  circumstance  was  of  a 
piece  with  the  first  act  of  the  Senate.  It  had  ft 
near  affinity  to  titles,  that  darling  child  of  the  Se- 
nate, which  has  been  put  to  nurse,  with  an  inten- 
tion that  it  shall  be  anootmced  at  some  (btuie  pe- 
riod in  due  form. 

Mr.  Benson  said,  he  supposed  he  should  be  ex- 
tremely disorderly  were  he  to  mention  the  mo- 
tives which  influenced  the  Senate  in  their  discus- 
sions. He  knew  not  what  they  were,  nor  was  it 
of  importance  that  he  should.  He  then  observed, 
that  plain  pieces  of  metal  will  not  answer  for 
money ;  some  impression  is  necessary  to  guard 

X'nst  counterfeits.  The  Senate  have  determined 
t  the  device  shall  be ;  but  the  House,  by  their 
amendment,  have  left  the  matter  entirely  to  the 
judgment  of  the  artist,  who  may  form  such  an 
emblem  as  suits  his  fancy.  Mr.  6.  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  the  people's  being  enslaved  by  their  Presi- 
dents, and  mucn  less  by  nis  image  on  their  coin. 
Mr.  Paqe  replied  that  be  was  sorry  to  find  that 
some  gentlemen  endeavored  to  ridicule  Republic- 
an cautions.  He  thought  it  both  indelicate  and 
inconsistent  with  their  situations,  as  well  as  highly 
tmpoUtic.    He  confessed  that,^as  long  as  the  peo- 

Ele  were  sensible  of  the  blessings  of  liberty,  aitd 
ad  their  eyes  open  to  watch  encroachments,  they 
would  not  be  enslaved;  but  tf  they  should  ever 
shut  them,  or  become  inattentive  to  their  interests 
and  the  true  principles  of  a  free  Government,  they, 
like  other  nations,  might  lose  their  liberties ;  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  members  of  that  House  to 
keep  the  eyes  of  their  constituents  opeiL  and  to 
watch  over  their  liberties.  It  was  therefore  un- 
becoming a.  member  to  treat  with  levity  and  to 
ridicule  any  sentiment  which  had  that  tendency. 
For  his  part,  he  thought  it  the  peculiar  duty  of 
the  Representative  of  a  free  people  to  put  them 
upon  taeir  guard  against  anything  which  could 
possibly  endtmger  their  liberties.  That  with  this 
view  he  warned  hisconstituentsof  the  danger,  not 
merely  of  imitating  Che  flattery  and  almost  idola- 
trous practice  of  Monarchies  with  respect  to  the 
honor  paid  to  their  Kings,  by  impressing  their 
images  and  names  on  their  coins,  but  he  wished 
to  add  as  few  incentives  as  possible  to  coinpeti- 
tors  for  the  President's  place.    He  warned  biia 
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eouutry  Bgaifeit  the  cabala,  the  corruptioo,  tnd 
ammoeities,  which  might  be  excited  Df  the  in- 
trifoes  of  unbiciotu  men,  aaiioated  with  the  hope 
of  banding  their  names  down  to  the  lateat  a«^ 
on  the  medals  of  their  eonDtry.  But  this  iofs- 
arimktate  honor  ts  nnworthy  of  the  Fiesideat'a 
acceptance.  A  Nero,  a  Caligula,  a  Heliogabntus, 
it  haa  been  obserred,  [by  Mr.  Mbbcer,]  may  enjoy 
it  as  well  as  a  Trajan.  To  apply  it  to  the  present 
Chief  Idbgis^ate,  altme,  would  be  less  exception- 
able. But  this  would  be  highly  improper ;  for,  if 
h«  should  pass  an  act  for  this  purpose,  it  might 
Mast  faia  reputation.  I  am  of  opmion  that  the  Se^ 
nate  knew  nii  delicacy  would  not  permit  him  to 
pass  such  an  one.  They  hare  therefore  extended 
the  oompliment  to  all  his  successors.  We  are 
under  obUgations  to  the  great  raan  now  our  Pre- 
sideat ;  but  a  Iotn  of  Liberty  and  friend  to  the 
Rights  of  Man,  would  be  cautious  how  he  showed 
his  sena«  of  that  obligation.  As  a  friend  to  the 
President,  1  am  unwillmg  to  offer  him  a  compli- 
ment vrhich,  if  accepted,  might  damn  his  reputa- 
tion. "Were  I  in  bis  place,  I  would  cut  off  my 
hand  rather  than  it  should  sign  the  act  as  it  now 
sMnds.  Were  1  hisgieatest  enemy,  I  should  wish 
him  to  fiass  it  as  it  was  passed  by  the  Senate. 
Sir,  I  am  as  mach  his  friend  as  the  member  from 
Nevr  Hampshire,  and  hare  shown,  at  proper  times 
and  places,  that  I  was  so.  I  am  too  sensible  of 
the  honor  our  President  has  acquired  to  suppose 
that  an  unbecoming  compHment  can  in  any  de- 
gree  contribute  to  its  increase.  I  hope,  therefore, 
me  amendninnt  which  the  House  has  made  will 
not  be  receded  from. 

The  question  being  now  put,  that  this  House 
doth  recede  from  the  said  amendment  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  24,  nays  32,  as  follows: 

YtAS. — Fisher  Amea,  Robert  BarnvrsD,  Egbert  Ben- 
M>n,  Elins  Boudinol,  Shearjuihab  Bonme,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Thomas  FiBsiroona,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Benjamin  Ooodhne,  Thomas  Hartley,  Jamea 
Hilihoiwe,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  John  W.  Kit- 
tera,  Amaaa  Learned,  Sunnel  Lirermore,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  William  timith,  Jonathan  Starges,  Peter 
Sylvester,  George  Thatchrr,  Jeranish  Wadsworih,  and 
Artemu  Ward. 

Nays. — J<dm  Baptist  AAe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  J<An 
Blown,  Abraham  Clark,  William.  B.  Oilea,iamea  Gor- 
don, Andrew  Oregg,  Samoel  Oiiffin,  William  Bany 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Plulq>  Key,  Aaron  Kitehell, 
Richard  Bland  I-ee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
John  Fnuicis  Mercer,  Andrew  Hoore,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Nathaniel  Nilcs,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Inwd  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  TtedweU,  Thomas 
Tndor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venabte,  John  Vlning,  Alex- 
ander White,  and  Hngh  Williamson. 

Besolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  the 
said  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

Tdbbdat,  March  27. 

A  mess^  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement 


I  the  amendment  adhered  to  by  this  Hooae  to 

le  hill  entitled  "  An  r '•'■-'- "■-'  ~-" 

regulating  the  coins  o: 
DEFEAT  OF  THE  ARMT  UNDER  GENERAL 
ST.  CLAIK. 
On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"  Setohtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  institute  an  in^uiir  into  the  nuues  of 
the  late  defeat  of  the  army'  under  tbe  command  of 
Major  General  St.  Clair  ;  and  also  into  the  causes  of 
the  detentions  or  delays. which  are  suggested  to  have 
attended  the  money,  clothing,  ptovisiona,  snit  military 
stores,  for  the  use  of  the  said  army,  and  into  such  other 
causes  as  may,  in  any  manner,  have  been  productiTe  of 
the  said  defeat ;" 

Mr.  ViHiMO  inquired  what  was  the  object  (rf* 
the  resolution?  In  what  way  was  it  to  be  carried 
into  execution  ?  For,  if  the  House  b  not  furnish- 
ed with  some  answer  to  these  inquiries,  he  did 
not  see  how  gentlemen  could  vole  for  it.  He  con- 
ceived that  this  iodeGnite  mode  of  procedure 
would  only  embarrass  the  President,  without  pro- 
ducing the  desired  effect.  He  was  in  favor  of  a 
full  and  complete  investigatioD  of  the  subject ; 
and,  if  there  has  been  any  deficiency,  let  those  who 
are  to  blame  be  impeached.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  screen  any  officer  from  justice,  let  him  be  of 
what  rank  he  may ;  but  he  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  mode  now  proposed.  He  did  not  consider  it 
as  constitutional  or  practicable. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  said,  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware  express  a  doubt  of 
the  practicability  of  instituting  an  inquiry  into 
the  late  unfortunate  business  in  the  mode  pro- 
posed. For  bis  part,  he  saw  no  such  difficulties 
in  the  way,  as  appeared  to  tbe  gentleman.  Mr. 
B.  then  stated  certain  complaints  which  existed, 
and  were  currently  reported — such  as  a  failure  of 
the  contracts,  and,  for  aught  that  appeared  to  the 
contrary,  the  misfortunes  of  the  army  may  be 
traced  to  that  cause.  Other  complaints  are  cir- 
culated, tespectiiut  which  the  public  have  a  right 
to  be  satisned.  The  present  proposition  ^oes  no 
further  than  a  simple  reqiiest.  Having  signified 
the  wish  of  the  House^  the  President  may  adopt 
such  measures  in  relation  to  the  subject  as  ne  may 
see  proper. 

Mr.  OiLEB  supported  his  motion.  He  conceived 
that  the  inquiry  was  indispensable,  and  the  mode 
proposed  strictly  proper.  The  business  must  be- 
gin somewhere.  This  House  is  the  proper  source, 
as  the  immediate  guardians  of  the  pubLc  interest. 
Mr.  ViNiNO  rose  to  explain.  He  stated  various 
difficulties  which  would  impede  the  process  of 
the  matter  in  tbe  informal  mode  proposed.  These, 
he  observed,  were  so  great  as  to  involve  an  iio- 
possibility  of  prosecuting  the  investigation  to  any 
purpose.  He  supposed  that  a  more  proper  and 
constitutional  way  would  be  to  call  on  the  Heads 
of  Departments  to  give  an  account  of  their  con- 
Mr.  Clabk  observed,  that  it  was  evident  the 
public  mind  was  gready  agitated.  An  inquiry 
was  necessary.    If  the  mode  proposed  shoula  not 
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fiMtTe  agicMble  or  eonmieat  t*  the  ^reudoU,  ha 
ir^'let  <ta  know  it. 

Mr.  W.  Shith  obaerred,  that  this  iraa  tfa«  first 
iiutaitoe  tj  a  pn^Mwition  oq  tha  pait  of  this  House 
to  inquire  into  the  conijuci  of  officers  who  are  im- 
mediately under  the  control  of  the  ExecutiTe.  In 
this  view  of  the  subject,  the  resolution  proposed 
could  not  but  be  considered  as  an  inipeachment  of 
the  conduct  of  the  First  Magistrate.  Mr.  8.  then 
adverted  to  the  diTisioQ  of  tSe  powers  of  the  €h- 
vernment  eipiessly  provided  for  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. Gentlemen  have  discovered  greet  solicitude 
to  keep  the  branches  separate  and  distinct ;  but.on 
this  occasion,  from  the  consideration  that  tnis 
House  is  the  grapd  inquest  of  the  nation^  they 
seem  to  discover  a  disposition  to  go  into  a  similar 
mode  of  conduct  with  the  National  Assembly  oF 
Fr&nce,  who  spent  a  whole  night  in  examining  a 
drum  major.  He  would  not  say  that  they  had 
not  a  tight  so  to  do,  but  he  believed  no  gentleman 
would  justify  such  a  line  of  conduct  on  the  part 
of  this  House.  He  then  particularized  the  several 
objects  of  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  present  sub- 
ject. He  showed  that  the  Constitution  had  made 
provision  in  all  the  several  cases.  And  as  it  was 
die  doty  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
carry  the  laws  into  execution,  it  ought  to  be  shown 
that  he  has  been  remiss  in  his  duty,  before  he  is 
called  on  in  this  way.  He  noted  the  account  pab- 
lished  bj  the  Secretary  of  War,  bj;  direction  of 
the  President,  and  considered  as  his  act.  AiYer 
several  other  remarks,  Mr.  3.  concluded  by  say- 
ing that,  in  any  case  where  it  shall  appear  that 
the  Supreme  Executive  has  not  done  his  duty,  he 
should  be  fully  in  favor  of  an  inquiry;  bnt  till 
that  WHS  donej  he  trusted  the  measure  would  not 
be  adopted,  without  at  least  a  previous  and  full 
discussitm. 

Mr.  Williamson  said,  he  doubted  the  propriety 
of  the  resolution,  in  its  present  form  ;  but  wbs  fully 
of  opinion  that  an  inquiry  into  the  expenditure  of 
all  public  money  was  the  indispensable  daty  of 
this  House.  He  proposed  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  inquire  and  report. 

Mr.  EiTTERA  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  subctitntiug  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Vekable  was  in  favor  of  the  original  mo- 
tion. He  conceived  that  it  was  the  oiJy  proper 
mode  of  proceeding.  Nor  bad  be  any  apprehen- 
sion that  the  President  would  consider  it  as  en- 
croaching in  the  smallest  derree. 

Mr.  OiLEB  contended  that  his  motion  was  so  fat 
from  tending  to  blend  the  several  branches  of  Qo- 
vernment,  that  its  effect  would  be  the  reverse. 

Mr.  Steele  said,  he  was  indifferent  as  to  the 
mode,  provided  the  matter  was  fully  gone  into. 
The  gentleman  from  Souih  Carolina  has  men- 
tioned the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
has  said  that  it  is  considered  as  the  act  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States.  Mr.  S.  denied  that 
it  was  the  President's  act.  It  was  not  satisfactory. 
Will  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  say  it  is  satis- 
factory to  him  1  He  enumerated  several  articles 
of  complaint,  and  observed  that  be  had  no  great 
doubt  that  an  inquiry  would  lead  to  an  impeach- 
ment.    Justice  to  the  public,  and  the  officers 
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iWitnMsea  are  perhaps  eight  bandred  nilM  a£ 
What  pn^ren  oui  a  committee  make  in  iiish  > 
busiaeni  1  He  dmied  that  it  was  the  duty  of  lb« 
President  lo  iiutitute  the  iaqairy.  nnkta  he  vmt 
rei^ueited  to  do  it.  The  magiutuiie  od'  the  object* 
oi  inquiry  would  involve  auui  an  e^ense  tlMU  tJw 
President  would  not  be  justified  in  inenrnna  it, 
unless  he  was  authorized  oy  the  House.  He  uten 
staled  some  partieulari  to  shor/  the  precticabilitf 
of  the  measure — among  others,  thu  there  were  a 
sufficient  number  of  officers  present  to  form  what 
is  denominated  a  Court  of  Inquiry. 
Mr.  Barnwsll  was  opposed  to  the  origiBal  mo- 


L.    He  considered  it  as  informal,  and  sumated 

U  he  considered  as  the  proper  mode  M  pra- 

cedut«,  which  was,  to  call  on  the  seveml  cffioen 


of  Goveniment  for  such  infi»matian  aa  may  be 
necessary.    He  wa<  afaaat  the  commitnMBt. 
The  motion  for  a  suect  committee  w»b  negm- 

Tfae  qBettion  th^i  was  oc  agreciKg  to  the  Kao- 

Mr.  HiLLHOuas  said,  he  believed  this  yne  the 
first  time  th^  it  was  ever  contemplated  to  appoint 
a  Court  Martial  to  inqtare  into  the  expendimre  of 
public  money. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHOHB  said,he  conceived  that  several 
parts  of  the  resolution  were  improper.  He  thooriit 
that  it  was  entirely  out  of  order  to  request  the 
Preudent  of  the  United  States  to  inetitate  a  Conrt 
Martial  or  a  Court  of  Inqairy.    The  reasona  M>d 

Eropriety  of  such  Courts  uce  better  and  more  fully 
Down  to  the  President  than  to  the  menibet^  of 
the  House.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  committee  U> 
inquire  relative  to  such  objects  as  come  properly 
under  the  cc^izance  of  tliis  House,  particiuarly 
respecti&g  w  expendicttres  of  public  money ;  bb* 
if  the  rwobnian  ^ould  be  disagreed  to,  as  be 
hoped  it  would,  he  should  then. naore for  andi* 
committee. 

Mr.  BAbWrN  said  he  had  sMdc  u^  his  miikl  on 
die  subJMi.  He  was  coDviaeed  the  HMiseceFBU 
not  proceed  but  by  a  committee  of  their  own. 
Such  a  committee  would  be  able  to  throw  more 
light  on  the  subject,  and  then  the  House  wouM 
be  able  to  determine  how  to  proceed  ;  and,  if  any 
failure  had  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  Execu- 
tive officers,  he  should  then  te  prepared  to  ad- 
dress the  President,  and  to  request  him  to  take 
the  proper  steps  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Seney  advocated  the  resolution,  and  urged 
several  objections  asainst  a  committee. ' 

Mr.  HARTtEY  said,  as  it  was  probable  some  de- 
gree of  odium  would  fall  on  those  who  might  vote 
against  this  resolution,  he  thought  proper  to  give 
some  reasons  why  he  should  vote  against  it. 
These  were  similar  to  what  had  been  offered  by 
several  other  gentlemen  against  the  resolution,  as 
being  improper  and  informal. 

Mr.  Madisom  started  some  difficulties  in  the 
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cue.  He  Mid  tbc  Hmwe  oo^  ig  dcUberu* 
'WiiU,  before  tbaf  nquMted  the  Pmndent  lo  do  a 
tluDf  Wbich  be  hoA  it  not  in  hi*  poiRr  to  do.  h 
ins  evident  tlmt  tfae  object  of  a  Court  Menial  or 
OMTXof  laqaiiT  miut  be  loelneiisM  Amis  vkich 
mMilil  rcMin  tn«  pteWne*  »f -  efiecra,  who  could 
DM  ponibl)r  give  tbeir  Utendano*  in  Haion  to 
meet  the  otqeol  ef  die  retohilioD.  He  undo  some 
farces  remarks,  aad  then  tbe  queMioa  oa  the  k- 
•olotioa  wtu  put,  wfaeo— 

A  diTHicm  of  the  said  metioD  ivss-  called  tor; 
and  the  quealion  being  put^  tkat  the  House  do 
agne  to  t&e  &nt  elansa  thereof,  in  the  word*  M- 
lowing': 

"  Setohed,  Tbtt  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  institute  sn  inquiiy  into  the  causes  of 
tlie  late  defeat  of  the  Army  under  tbe  eonunand  of  Ma- 
jor Oeoars]  81.  Cliir;" 

"  1,  nays  35,  as 

Taa*>-Juha  B^ptfat  AAa.EHaaBovdlnet,  AbieluM 
Okih,  WiDiam  Piadtey,  WiUkm  B.  OUes,  BenismiB 
OoadhtM,  Daalsl  Heister,  Asian  EitbbtU,  Biohsid  Bland 
Lst,  NarihanisI  UaeoD,  John  Fago,  Jodafa  FsAei,  Cor- 
nalms  C-  Sdioonmafcer,  Jethoa  Sent;,  Tlwmas  Snap- 
tm,  PM«i  Sylvester,  Oeorte  Thalcbai,  Thomas  Tred- 
well,  Ahnbam  Venable,  Arteatas  Wair^  and  Fraaeia 
Wim*. 

Nai». — Fisher  Ames,  Abrahaoi  Bsldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbeit  Benson,  Bheaijasbub  Bourne,  BsDJa- 
inin  Bourne,  John  Brown,  Thomas  Fitisimons,  Nicho- 
las Gilman,  Junes  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel 
Griffin,  Wiltism  Barry  Greve,  Thomas  HBrtlcr,  James 
HillhoUici,  Daniel  Hnger,  Philip  Key,  Ainua  Leuned, 
Samnel  Ltvermora,  Jamea  Madison,  John  Frands  Mer- 
est, Andrew  Moore,  Fredetiefc  At^iutus  Mnhlenberf, 
Wniiam  Tans  Murray,  Naftsniel  Niles,  Theodore  8edj> 
wtek,  Jeremish  Snia,  braal  Smith,  WHliam  Smith, 
John  Bleele,  Samnel  Sterrett,  JmaAsn  Stuigea,  John 
Tinlnti  AJaundar  While,  and  Bngh  WilliamMni. 

Aad  so  the  said  motion  was  rejected- 
Aaother  motion  was  then  mane  and  seconded, 
that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolu- 


j;  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
■aiieuls  the  aaossS  of  the  Asian  of  the  late  eipedi- 
twa  uodar  Major  General  St.  Claii ;  and  that  the  said 
committaa  be  empowered  to  call  fin-  aueh  persona,  pa- 
pers, and  records,  as  niay  be  necessaiy  to  asdat  Uieii 


And  the  question  being  put  that  the  Honae  do 
Ufrae  to  the  aaae,  it  was  vesolred  in  tbe  a&am- 
tm—yeta  44,  nays  10,  ae  follows ; 

TiAs. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Bhear- 

C'  lb  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bonme,  John  Brown,  Abnt- 
Ctuk,  William  Fiudle^,  Thomas  Fiiaimooa,  Wil- 
liam B.  Giles,  Nicholas  Gilnum,  James  Gordon,  An- 
drew Gregg,  Samuel  GrifBn,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Thomaa  Hulley,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Huger,  PhiUp 
Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  Kchanl  Bland 
Lee,Suauel  Livermore.Nathanlel Macon,  June* Madi- 
aon,  John  Fninria  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick 
A^UBhia  Mohlenbarg,  William  Vans  Munsy,  Natha- 
•ial  Niles,  Joddi  Pariter,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Joahva 
SaasT,  JsMnddt  ftnllh,  Joki  Bteele,  Samod  Stanstt, 


JmuAan  Stwffea,  Fel«r  ayl*aater,  llnmas  TaedirsUl 
Thomas  Tndor  Tucker,  John  Vining,  AMamaa  Wnd, 
AlenuKUr  Wbita,  Bnsh  WilKaawn,  aad  Frands 
Willifc- 

Nxrs.— Fishra  Ame8,Kabeit  Barnwell,  EgbertBai-^ 
son,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Junes  HiUhaiise,  John  PagSk 
Cornelius  C  Schoonmakcit,  basal  Smitb,  WiUJain 
Smith,  and  Thomas  Sumpler. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fmatnova,  Hr.  Qilm, 
Mr.  Stbdlb,  Mr.MenoER,  Mr.  ViifiMs,Hi.  C«.uik, 
ami  Mr.  SbdoWiok,  be  appointed  the  anid  notn- 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treawrf 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  return  the  petitioiia 
presented  to  thia  House  by  inTalida  ana  other^ 
whoae  cases  are  aoispreltended  in  the  provision  of 
any  act  of  the  present  session,  with  the  papers 
aooomlpanybg  the  eaid  petitions,  which  have  been 
referred  to  tltem,  and  are  now  in  dieir  mepectiTe 
oCces ;  and  that  ihe  several  petitionera  have  leave 

withdraw  their  petitiona. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
.,e  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  officers  of  ihe  hvies' late  in'the  service  of 
the  United  Slates.    Whereupon, 

That  part  of  the  said  report  in  the  worda  f«^ 
loving: 

That  the  said  offieen  are  entitled  to  a  Mmilar  baoA- 
ty  alhnrod  to  the  effieera  of  At  regimeBta,  fir  eseh  ro- 
il In  Uiem  enlisted;  and  that  a  special  proviaon  be 

da  Iheieftir," 
being  read,  wa^  on  the  question  pnt  thereupon, 
-■■sagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Reeolted,  That  the  said  petition  be  reject^. 

WeDNEenaK,  March  28. 

Mr.  FiTzaiHONs,  from  the  committee  to  whcm 
were  referred  the  Treasurer's  accounts  of  reeeiaia 
and  expenditures  of  the  public  moneya,  from  tne 
1st  October  to  the  31st  December,  1791,  inolnsive, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 

I  on  the  table. 

Tfae  SpiauR  laid  before  the  Howe  a  Lettei 
frdn  the  Secrelan  of  the  Treasury,  aceenpany 
ing  the  Teturna  c^  duties  arisiug  on  imports  and 
t<H)oage  for  one  yee^,  ending  the  30th  September 
lastj  and  a  return  of  expoita  to  the  aanse  |ieriod', 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  comimtled  tt> 
Mr.  Fabkbs,  Mr.  Kbt,  and  Mr.  GiLHaM. 

The  House  ree<dved  itaelf  into  a  Comnnttee  of 
the  Whole  House  mi  the  Report  of  the  Secretatr 
nf  the  Treasury  respeeliBK  the  PuUie  Debt ;  ana, 
after  aome  time  tfeat  tneiein,  the.  Ctmmittee 
reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  ait  acain. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infonoed  tne  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  finishing  the  Uffht-house  on  Baldhead,  at 
the  month  of  Cape  F^ar  river,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina," 

TaunsOAT,  March  29. 
Mr.  Sedowice,  from  the  Committee  appointed, 
presented  a  toll  audiorizing  a  grant  and  convey- 
aaoe  of  certain  lands  t 


a  toll  audiorizing  a  grant  and  convey- 
the  Ohio  Comfiany  of 
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ABMciates,  on  the  terms  therein  expressed ;  whicli 
was  received,  and  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Steele,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Attorney  General  on 
ihe  petition  of  Andrew  Jackson,  made  a  report ; 
wlijch  was  tead^  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ViHiNO,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
Bory  on  the  petitions  of  the  Minister  and  Trustees 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Rheland  township, 
Chester  county,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  of 
the  Wardens  of  the  Calvanist  Church  in  Vincent 


my  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Detawai 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  >u 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaeer  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
fiom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  accompany- 
ing his  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Smith, 
01  the  town  of  Baltimore ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  on  the  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  Public 
Debt. 

Mr.  Giles  proposed  a  clause  to  be  added  to  the 
first  proposition  offered  by  Mr.  Fitzsimohs,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  preclude  the  admission  of 
the  irredeemable  principle  in  the  debt  hereafter 
to  be  subscribed  to  the  loan  of  the  United  States. 
Mr,  G.  supported  his  motion  by  adducing  sundry 
reasons.  The  creditors,  by  not  aTailing  them- 
selves in  season  of  the  chance  of  subscribing  under 
the  terms  of  the  first  subscription,  the  QoTern- 
ment  are  under  no  obligation  to  renew  those 
terms.  He  said  his  motion  was  to  have  a  subse- 
quent operation,  end  therefore  cannot  be  con- 
sidered  as  an  infraction  of  existing  contracts. 
The  irredeemable  principle,  he  observed,  is  an 
exotic,  and  appears  to  have  been  adopted  without 
a  due  consideration  of  its  applicability  to  our  cir- 
cumstances. The  funding  system  of  Great  Bri- 
tain has  prostrated  that  Government.  The  prospe- 
rity of  that  country  is  not  owing  to  its  financial 
arrangements ;  Great  Britain  is  in  its  decay ;  thi 
Qovernment  is  in  its  youth.  It  is  improper  for  us  t 
use  si^ch  stimulants  as  may  be  necessary  to  indue 
rigor  in  age.  The  irredeemable  quality  is  the 
result  of  necessity  in  the  funding  system  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  that  principle  will  operate  its  ri ' 
The  argument  drawn  from  a  violation  of  c 


Is  applie 


a  well  to  the  first  system  as  to  that 


n  of  the  (viginal  contract. 
He  then  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the 
principleof  equality, and  showed  from  the  present 
state  of  the  debt,  part  of  it  being  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  were  inimical  to  the  cause  which  this 
debt  was  contracted  to  support,  the  obligation  of 
the  Government  to  add  to  the  gift,  whicn  in  fact 
has  already  bew  made  to  these  people,  by  infusing 
this  irrredeemable  quality,  may  well  be  question- 
ed.   He  added  some  further  remarks,  and  con- 


would  be  so  fatal  to  the  United  States  would  be 
reject^,  by  adoptinff  the  proposition  he  offered. 

Mr.  Aheb  offeren  various  estimates,  by  which 
he  demonstrated  that  funding  the  debt  on  the 
ivinciple  now  opposed  would  not  incapacitate  the 
Govemmenl  from  discharging  it ;  on  the  other 
hand,  it  would  facilitate  the  object  greatly. 

Mr.  Ladrancb  observed,  that  the  of^iosen  of 
the  proposed  system,  after  offering  various  mo- 
tions, ^pear  at  last  to  be  agreed  in  a  specific  ob- 
ject. He  denied  Au  the  consequences  which  it 
nad  been  said  resulted  from  the  funding  system 
of  Great  Britain  had  taken  place.  Adverting  to 
the  operation  of  the  system  in  this  country,  he 
said  the  observations  were  do  better  founded. 
With  respect  to  the  irredeemable  quality,  it  was 
not  a  novel  circumstance ;  under  the  old  Con- 
gress foreign  loans  had  been  made  on  a  similar 
principle.  It  is  well  known  that  the  old  Congress 
contracted  a  debt  which  they  conld  not  discnaree 
under  ten  years ;  and  the  payments  then  could  be 
only  made  by  instalments.  No  fault  had  ever 
been  found  with  this  transaction.  He  then  en- 
tered into  a  general  defence  of  the  funding  sys- 
tem ;  and,  adverting  to  its  operation,  he  showed 
what  bad  been  done.  The  credit  of  the  country 
had  been  raised  from  the  lowest  ebb.  and  a  larger 
sum  of  the  debt  had  been  paid  off  tnan  any  man 
in  the  country  had  any  conception  of.  Here  he 
noticed  some  remarks  which  had  been  made  yes- 
terday by  a  gentleman,  who  had  said  that  the 
Secretary  had  insulted  the  House  by  his  proposi- 
tions; and  said,  in  his  opinion,  such  reflections 
were  not  merited  by  an  officer  who  had  done  so 
miich  for  his  country.  He  defended  the  irre. 
deemable  principle,  and  showed  the  advantages 
which  the  country  derived  from  it.  He  further 
remarked,  that  the  Government  was  not  precluded 
from  exerting  its  faculties  in  discharging  the  debt 
to  as  great  a  degree  as  any  person  bad  proposed, 
or  as  had  been  considered  prudent ;  and  while  the 
United  States  are  thus  circumstanced,  the  douceur 
to  the  creditors,  in  the  principle  now  opposed,  is 
in  fact  no  possible  disadvantage  to  the  Qovem- 

Mr.  Mgbcer  said  the  funding  system  was  not 


fully  to  develop  this  system.  The  irredeemable 
quality  he  was  astonisned  to  hear  advocated  by 
any  gentleman  in  this  House ;  for  sure  he  was 
that  no  measure  of  the  Government  was  more 
odious  elsewhere,  or  more  universally  execrated. 
He  adverted  to  some  of  the  financial  operations 
of  the  British  Government,  and  drew  a  compari- 
son which  placed  the  funding  system  of  this  coun- 
try in  a  leas  eligible  point  of  view  than  that  of 
Great  Britain.  He  said  that  by  an  easy  procesa 
it  could  be  made  to  appear  that  one-half,  or  at 
least  one-third,  of  the  six  per  cents  might  have 
been  paid  off,  viz :  by  borrowing  at  three  or  four 
per  cent.  This  is  the  mode  which  the  Britisk 
adopted.    He  showed,  fh>m  certain  state- 
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mcnts,  dutl  this  iiredeemaMe  quality  opemted  to 
the  injury  of  the  holders  of  the  three  per  cents  of 
the  United  Slates.  The  British  three  per  cents 
were  at  100  per  cent,  for  a  number  of  years  to- 
Mther.  He  denied  that  the  loans  which  had 
been  made  by  the  old  Qorenunent  were  on  the 
irredeemable  principle.  He  said  the  lerms  were 
in  faror  of  the  borrower  on  exactly  similar  prin- 
ciples with  the  contracts  in  common  life.  He 
introduced  srane  obserrations  of  those  who  bad 
written  on  the  nibject  of  finance.  He  said  that 
funding  systems  had  nnifonnly  operated  to  the 
deatmction  of  the  common  people ;  the  principle 
Jus  raised  a  splendid  snperstructure  on  no  founda- 
tioQ  whatever.  He  contrasted  the  situatioa  of 
the  modem  with  the  ancient  Dutch  Republic. 
He  staled  the  enviabLe  situation  of  the  Swiss 
Cantons;  this,  he  said,  was  an  eulo^ara  on  the 
steady  produce  of  labor  and  industry. 

Mr.  Obrbt  stated  hia  ideas  on  the  irredeemable 
principle.  He  defended  it  on  the  g^oands  of  jus- 
tice and  policy.    He  then  adverted  to  the  opei 


from  the  vassals  of  foreign  creditors  to  freemen — 
luul  revived  the  trade,  Sfricnlture,  and  manufac- 
tu»es  of  the  country,  and  placed  the  credit  of  the 
United  Slates  on  an  equality  with  that  of  the 
most  flourisbine  European  Governments,  and  in 
a  situation  mnch  superior  to  some  of  them. 

Mr.  HBiSTBa,  in  a  speech  of  some  lenrtb,  op- 
posed the  irredeemable  principle,  and  the  funding 
system  in  general. 

Mr.  FiHDLET  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  irre- 
'  'e  quality ;  be  doubted  whether  it  —   " "' 


neard  it  often  said,  that  prinoipli 
Aised  into  the  system  on  the  idea  of  its  being  an 

Snivalent  for  a  reduction  of  the  interest;  this 
<a  seems  to  be  assumed  by  gentlemen,  but  he 
had  not  heard  any  of  them  adduce  any  reason  in 
support  of  it  He  did  not  think  it  in  any  degree  an 
equivalent,  nor  did  he  think  the  creditors  con- 
aidered  it  in  any  such  light.    He  was  not  unac- 

Joainled  with  many  of  the  public  creditors ;  tbey 
id  not  consider  Uus  as  an  equivalent ;  the  debt- 
ors,  in  this  case,  assumed  the  office  of  judges,  and 
they  only  considered  what  was  an  equiraileul. 
He  admitted  that  the  debt  was  above  par;  but 
common  interest  had  not  declined ;  it  was  in  fact 
higher  than  at  any  period  during  the  war ;  this, 
he  said,  showed  that  the  irredeemable  quality  was 
not  an  equivalent  Hence,  he  inferred  the  credit 
of  the  country  was  not  supported  by  the  funding 
system;  the  present  credit  of  the  country  is  a 
nondnal  loid  destructive  credit;  therefore,  be  in- 
sisted that,  admitting  the  residue  of  the  creditors 
to  loan  on  this  principle,  will  not  be  giving  them 
an  equivalent.  He  considered  the  Eiinoing  system, 
from  the  first,  as  tending  to  the  interest,  not  of  the 
citizens,  but  of  foreigners  j  it  has  riven  rise  to  one 
bubble  after  another,  which  have  deluded  our  citi- 
zens to  (heir  destruction.  He  denied  that  it  had 
increased  the  specie,  or  circulating  medium,  or 
ikiaed  the  value  of  the  lands,  or  promAted  the 
muitifaotures  or  industry  of  the  country.    The 


reverse  of  all  this,  he  said,  were  &cts ;  credit  be- 
tween  man  and  man  is  lessened;  extravagance 
and  immorality  have  spread  their  banelul  influ- 
ence. He  then  adverted  to  the  system  generally, 
and  reprobated  it  as  a  departiue  from  the  original 
contract — that  contract  which  was  most  solemnly 
guaranteed  by  the  Constitution.  , 

What  is  the  obligation  of  the  Government  in 
respect  to  the  residue  of  the  debt  t  He  conceived 
that  the  present  Congress  was  perfectly  deal  to 
act  agreeably  to  the  prmciples  of  the  origiilal  con^- 
tracc,  as  much  so  as  the  first  Congress.  In  pro-- 
vidiug  for  the  residue,  he  said  the  Government 
was  found  to  provide  for  it  by  a  provision  to  pay 
six  per  cent,  but  not  to  pay  interest  on  interest 
Here  he  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the  policy 
of  funding  the  facilities.  This  he  reprobated,  as 
unnecessarily  incr^ins  the  public  debt;  and  be 
could  conceive  of  no  other  reason  but  that  of  in- 
creasing the  debt  which  gave  rise  to  this  mea-' 
snre — a  measure  which  ouffht  not  to  have  been 
adopted,  and  ought  to  have  oeen  prevented  by  the 
States  doing  their  duty.  He  denied  the  right  of 
one  Congress  to  say  that  another  shall  not  provide 
for  paying  off  the  whole  of  the  debt,  or  of  any 
part  of  it ;  for  this  reason  he  considered  it  uncon- 
stitutional, and  should  vote  against  the  irredeem- 
able quality.  He  had  no  doubt  of  the  right  of 
Congress  to  alter  the  funding  system  in  regard  to 
this  principle,  and  that  tbey  would  do  it  whenever 
they  thought  proper. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Giles's  motion, 
it  was  negatived — 32  to  23. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

Fbioat,  March  30. 

Mr.  Pabcb^  from  the  com^littee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Letter  fioat  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  accomianying  returns  of  die  amoniMof 
duties  arising  on  imports  and  tonnage  for  one 
year  ending  Uie  30th  September  last,  and  a  return 
of  exports  for  the  same  period  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petitions 
of  the  Minister  and  Trustees  of  the  Lutheran 
church,  in  Rheland  township,  Chester  county,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  of  the  Wardens  of  the 
Calvinistchurchin  Vincent  township,  in  the  conn- 
ty  and  State  aforesaid ;  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Grammar  School  and  Academy  of  Wilmington, 
in  the  State  of  Delaware:  Whereupon, 

That  part  of  the  said  report,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, was  agreed  lo  by  the  Home,  viz: 

"That  the  mm  of— '^ be  «Jlowod  for  the  mb  o( 

the  Gmntasr  fichcMl  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in 
ths  Stale  of  Delaware,  and  that  pronsion  by  law  be  made 
Sn  that  purpoM." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant thereto,  and  that  Mr.  Vinino,  Mr.  Mercer, 
and  Mr.  Abbe,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  more  eSectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
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Ance,  by  Mt^>liakiBg  U  naifoiB)  MUitk  thmgli- 
■out  the  United  States,"  with  sercnl  araandnente ; 
«o  which  they  desiie  tfae  eoncanenee  of  thia 
House. 

THE  PUBUC  DEBT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  S^ 
creiary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  Public 
Debt. 

The  follomng  resolutioa  of  Mr.  Fitzhimokb, 
being  under  constderEiiion,  tiz: 

*  Ruaktd,  That  the  tcim  for  i«ceiTiiig  on  loan  thiit 
part  of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  Unitod  States  which  jet 
Tenxuiu  unrobsciikeil,  be  extended  to  the  finl  d*;  of 
—^  next,  on  the  luiue  termi  as  wu  provided  b;  the 
Act  Baking  proviuioQ  for  the  Public  Debt  of  the  Upiled 
States:" 

Mr.  Mebckr  rose  and  oflered  a  proposition  to 
the  Committee  to  the  following  effect:  ThjU  the 
unsubscribed  debt  of  the  United  Slates  shoiild  be  ftd- 
Wiiied  to  subscription  on  the  following  principles: 
"That  subaciibers  should  be  entitled  to  stock  of 
the  United  States  for  their  principal  debt,  bearing 
an  interest  quarterly  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent. 
per  anniun,  and,  for  the  interest  due  thereon  to  the 
time  of  Euhscription,  stock  bearing  an  interest  pay- 
able quarterly  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cenL  pet 
annum,  until  redeemed;"  which  bemg  seconded 
ky  Mr.  t ABKBR,  Mr.  Mehcer  proceeded  to  observe, 
that  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  member  of 
Poinaylvania  BOW  before  the  ComrnicCee,  and  to 
which  this  was  offered  as  an  amendment,  mrolTed 
two  questions,  which,  however  united  in  form  and 
blended  in  discussion,  certainly  required,  by  the 
just  order  of  deliberation,  a  separate  vote. 

The  first  question  was,  Whether  we  should 
atvpuae  a  subscription  on  loan  of  the  uusubscribed 
d«bt  of  lk«  United  States?  And  then  the  secoad 
wmM  b«,  Whather  ws  Acnild  pursue  principles 
n^inatiag  in  meenlative  theory,  and  an  experi- 
■uot'  ahaadcned  eooaUy  by  bold  projectors  and 
l)li«4  admirals  1  anch  aa  those  of  the  present  Pand- 
ingflyatam. 

The  Ueose  ms  now  free  to  act  for  the  benefit 
jrf  thaUnited  State*.  The  boltUra  had  not  come 
in  by  (be  time  limited  in  the  first  pi<oposal  for  e  ' 
■niiition.  They  refuained  now  creditors  at 
UniledB«WB  on  the  terms  of  the  original  contract, 
■■d  if  dw  United  States  propoaed  a  new  contract, 
tkay  were  at  liberty  to  (MKr  such  as  a  full  cotui- 
daratioB  of  the  subject  and  the  benefit*  of  cxperi- 
«BDa  iK>w  Becommended- 

The  chief  merit  or  demerit  of  the  propositim 
beSort  the  CommiiiM  rested  on  the  leaiding  fea- 
tures of  ^e  oU  aystam.  The  funding  a  deot  or 
KraBsfeRiBS  l>y  <r^y  of  morigage  to  a  particulaT 
•laas  of  perMOi,  wlKlheF  cluzensor  foceigneiB,  the 
in^iiie  BcaDtmes,  was,  in  iia  aiajpleal  form,  a  mo- 
mentous measure ;  but,  when  complicated  by  prm- 
cifles  unalterable  and  irrevocable  by  ourselves  or 
posterity,  it  assumed  an  awful  aspecL 

Such  principles  had  hii^rto  been  adopted  in  a 
great  measure  without  inquiry,  and  swallowed 
without  hesitation,  but  they  iatuuded  all  that  was 
il»i  to  society.    They  should  be  now  developed, 


and  «he  Amjtnoaa  taiaA  tkHranghly  iafotmuda 
the  pramimanl  fbMaiea  at  laaat-«hE  wndaimtAk 
qmdHy,  and  tAe  d^bred  tlocfe. 

Called  upon  to.acI,anaind  ta  vhaehnattunhad 
implanted  tbe  seeda  of  justice,  woiU  first  wd 
-amine  the  rigkt,  and  then  oaatmdy  «anaid« 

tW  CotigMsa  have  tha  ligktat  all  of  Dunxgag- 
_g  the  ravoMKs  at  the  Unian,  «c  kaymg  a  m 
in«paaiable  or  nnidMnUe  by  a  (Mure  CoiigrK 
is  at  least  cpiestiB— Mr.  In  sfedti^or  a  i^hf^  t 
mean  irint  can  or  eaimM  be  rigfaliiUy  done.  1 
•xchide  all  idea  at  farce,  violenee,  or  breatA  tii 
>nblie&iih.  (teaqnaatm  of  tigJK,  theae  oonn- 
Jeniiona  are  withdrawn.  If  (bay  can  rightjnUf  do 
it,  they  ri^tfuUy  bind  a  noxt  (^mgreas}  who  caO' 
--'  if  they  ought  not,  eitbcr  alter  or  ansal  tfae 
^ation.  But  if  this  right  does  azist,  »  doos 
not  extend  to  the  admission  of  the  priaemiea 
ol  this  resoJntiDn.  Tkat  a  drfencd  stock  and  an 
iiredeemabte  quality  are  in  violatiDti  of  natmil 
right,  and  of  the  Consliditionof  the  United  Statai, 
can,  I  think,  ba  easily  denonsUnted. 

Our  Mlural  reasoib  rndcBend«at«f  'tha  writUB 
CoBsliluticd,  will  teU  u^  ttat  a  I  rgiriaTive  Bo^, 
deriving  autawily  fiwn  the  Mme  aouaoa^  awl  ^ 
der  the  aame  grant,  must  oootiniieeqaal  in  powv 
through  every  period  at  its  axiiie«e.  Dijfatait 
sessiona^TC  equal-tighlB.  If  a  fMaedBgeeasioa 
could  make  laws  which  mnAaa^aeataeaBmi  easU 
not  rtpaal,  dieLagialatiTa  power  wmdd  be  nado- 
alty  abridged  by  tin  amcMe,  ud  evviMafly  •>- 
nihilaled.  The  power  of  repeal  is  the  reDewiag 
■     Ithoagh 


pTinci]Je  esseuial  to  its  exisloteei  aad,  alth««gh 
the  mutnl^ity  of  huBan  xlbin  mav  doc  reqnirej 
and  canTeniencenaybavesaggasted  tbe  i«letfa>t 
it  should  net  be  eseniseddurmg  the  same  sesaidi, 
yet  this  rale  does  not  dertroy  Uie  right:  it  still  ■ 
neqnoUly  and  always  will  n  axeroiaed  wfaawiaei 
oe<^on  ^all  raquiM  it.  But  this  righl  of  refMsl 
has  nenr  been  doubted  asapidytBg  to  a  snbaeqHMt 
saaaton,  exoemt  in  the  singiuar  case  of  mongupn^ 
revcnne*  or ttying  an  irrenealable  tai.  Aat&BU 
the  moat  uBjnrtani  of  all  Lwiskdve  powara,  aitd 
that  which  m  fact  inchidet  iJl  others,  it  detnanda 
BCrioua  atUBtion.  The  esislcoca  of  a  aatioi  da- 
{lends  oathe  poeansica  of (eMNUcei.  TbasafaaTc 
tfaeir  aatnral  Urait^  beycad  which  ttef  cannot  be 
extended.  A  Lcgialktire  power  of  anticipating 
Uw  pnUie  reeotunea,  or  ^uiafcrring  llie  levewa^ 
has  no  limits  defined  or  prescribed  until  it  arrtTea 
at  the  pbysiinil  indnlity  lo  nisc  more  stqifdy. 
They  -mo  anticipate  are  the  judges  of  the  exigraa- 
cies  of  the  State,  and  the  extent  of  the  fimds  re- 
quired. But  as  exigeneiea  will  happen  hereKftaa 
as  well  as  now,  and  as  Ck>v«nmenl  will  ahny* 
hare  the  natural  right  of  nbtisting  itself,  and  m» 
vidiag  for  future  exigcncie*,  as  they  arrive  uey 
will  hnd  the  neceasity,  and  with  il  the  nattual  jigte 
of  reversing  the  system  ultinutdy,  and  of  cepnl- 
ing  the  mortgages  already  made,  to  the  aKtcnt  that 
the  naoessibr,  in  their  jodgmentjmayreqaire.  The 
righl  Ksisting  to  undo  what  was  done,  aecidesiliK 
question,  that  nothing  can  have  been  rigfatfitUf 
done  by  the  preceding  X.^iiUture,whieh  the  aic- 
ceeding  Legialature  eaww  a>  rigfatAdly  undo.  A 
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muth  th»<f  moMflffing  tke  pvblk  (d^tbbiu  or 
Imsg  waiirWMlaUe  Uii,  Mu^  f  cpugBOBt  to  Mtu- 
nd  BMiMB,  wBl,  I  tnut,  not  be  fouad  in  ih«  leUcr 
of  Ifae  Conttiljuwn  of  (he  United  State*,  u>d  wUl 
^Mu  utiedy  iacouisUat  wUh  its  ifuo. 

OeMnUr  •pMh'BSi  the  ij^Udre  power  is 
o<»ftnedciiitheC<m|ieeaoftbeUait«d3tfttesi«ach 
aaaxedia^  aeauoa  beiiig  e^wl  to  the  Copgiesa 
dE  Ae  United  Sutes  vitE  lu  precedioft  mwt  de- 
nre  vqnal  ri^ts  fc«>n  a  gnnt  aanfincd  Kod  limit- 
ed K»  D»  putioulai  eesfion.  Aad  in  no  iwitieatat 
part  of  UM  Constituttoii  is  anf  such  power  ez- 
DMswdwimjdied.  It  is  not  in  ibe  power  «fky- 
1^  taxes  i  becMMe  tkii  is  laying  taxes  withont 
npeal,  and  tkeie  ie  no  aacii  adduionnl  clause  in 
the  CoBstilotion.  Tlie  power  «f  laying  taxes  ia 
gnuaiedtBtttetaBaemanneTwaUlbeoikeinietified 
powen.  If  tbey  can  exereise  tkis  ri^tlnUy  witk- 
out  a  power  of  repeal  or  modifioation,  they  may 
MflTCtse  all  Ihepowersin  ibe  nae  manoei— Ibey 
uealigiTen  in  the  owae  tanas:  this' will  not,  I 


-arapOM  be  «OBte«ded  for. 

Is  aiich  a  power  ioeloded  in  the  povta  of  pay- 
img  tbfe  debli  of  the  Uajtcd  Stales?    I  apppehead 


If  CongreN  bad  the  money,  they  mi^i  pny 
the  debts,  no  doubt;  but  if  they  hare  not,  and  are 
oblieed  to  resort  to  taseatomielhe  money-^aait 
M  physinaUy  imptssiUe  to  miae  by  their  authority 
all  the  money,  withoiU  interfering  with  the  riofais 
of  a  fnlureCo[igre»~ail  that  is  iacwabent  tmuiem 
tado,ie%a  raiae  at  much  as  they  can,  and  ihes  the 
unpoifomed  obligatiaa  deucudiijg  <^K>a  the  mio- 
ceeding  Legitime  wi  th  equal  fo  tee.  constitutes  the 
bus  and  ooly  real  prineiiHes  of  puAlio  credit  in  a 
fre*  OoTemntanij  tot,  no  theory  will  admit  the 

r'lioK,  nor  will  pmetice  coppoft  the  kkn,  that 
piiooiplcs  of  m(HaUiy  and  die  foice  of  pnblic 
4ilh  will  be  eoafincd  to  oae  seaaioik  Reaatwand 
«]mcacBee  show  it,  that  these  principles  mil  aid 
R  Aktm  I^gishitttie  as  well  as  ouiielves;  they 
Iben  will  do  as  we  have  done,  eontrive  to  pay  ae 
muchaatheycaa.  OnfAMinvw— ««r8ditfoiU)ded 
on  the  tannaof  the  CenKitutMHi— the  United  Stntes 
are  onpowetcd  to  borrow  moneys  the  Cmstita- 
tion  is  a^nitted  as  of  kotoiiety;  well  understood 
by  the  money  lendns.  The  same  power  waa^ven 
to  the  <)ldCoi]creaB,U>bMiovmiHiey«ntheecedil 
ef  the  Unites  State*;  they  CMtfeswdly  had  no 
power  of  nwirtgaging  the  imowkks  of  the  OoTen^ 
meat,  nnd  layiag  an  irreptalaUe  tax,  for  they  no- 
toriously had  no  power  iM  laying  a  lax  at  all.  Vet 
Aitv  bcHiowed  money  abroad,  hefwe  we  could  be 
vonaidered  as  a  nation,  in  the  midst  of  a  war,  ' 
dtook  the  credit  of  an  old  estaMisbed  and  opi 
ndrermry ;  and  ^y  eualnined  a  credit  at  in 
whkh,  ^omevex  p)Foductive  of  iadiridual  Ic 
<»criea  us  tnumphaatly  throu^  a  cmlest-  that 
cost  our  enemies  one  hundred  and  ten  miUiotu 
■terUiig. 

It  may  be  said,  they  contncted  a  debt  that  we 
•re  BOW  caOed  oa  lo  pay.  Admilied,  and  that  it 
bnaacreddebtj  bat  the  original  benen,  who  hare 
jMitainty  as  mvch  claim  as  any  subseqnent  pnr- 
dbaien^  Inuced  to  the  old  Constitation  withotu 
thispfiwat,  Mid  the  sixth  «rticle  of  the  newGouti- 
totins  pIsMs  this  debt  prcciaely  on  the  aante  fim** 


the  adoption  and  mi  thefkith 
of  the  new  GoTemment.  Then  let  them  show 
Under  what  ^t  of  that  Constitution,  either  in 
letter  or  spint,  they  oah  expect  this  mortgage,  this 
tTTMealab^  tax,  ia  theii  &Tet. 

Having:  thus  examined  the  letter,  let  «a  advtirt 
to  the  spKit. 

Every  free  Constitntion  made  for  the  use  of 
man,  inters  that  the  ^uiostneeeasiliea  and  imfbie- 
■eeo  ereols  which  ebataotariae  human  ofiaim  for- 
bid the  irrtfuealable  quality  of  laws.  By  o«r  Ccoi- 
stitMbon.  nitd  that  of  erery  Qoremincnt  that  retdlr 
contenifUUE  the  lights  of  freemOD,  the  sint  and 
disttibulion  of  taxes,  OT  the  puUie  contdbutiona,  is 
eonfined  to  the  Reprcscuta^Tes  of  the  peopk. 
When  I  ^>eak  of  the  RearescKtuiTee  of  the  peo- 
ple, 1  do  not  apeak  aocot£ng.  to  the  new  bwhicMod 
dectrines  «if  the  day,  that  the  ExecHtire  and  Se- 
nate ate  R^MEOiitaiiTca  of  thepeofde;  tbeyoAly 
represent  the  peojde  in  my  idea,  wkoM  the  peoide 
tbeinselves  deputise  to  repreatnl  them.  If  peracHs 
elected  by  the  peoide  elect  others,  iJiey  are  not  the 
Il«PMeantalires  of  the  pet^le;  they  may  he  Re- 
pcefOnlatiTeB  of  the  RBpreaenlatiTss  of  the  people, 
which  is  a  very  differs  tiuat  in  fawn  and  fSaet. 
The  power  of  kying  taxei^  tM  burden  of  whiafa 
must  &11  on  the  ereal  mass  of  the  indnstrlonspodr, 
who  fed  eveijr  deduction  from  the  fruits  of  their 
lahflr  as  a  dijQunution  cf  the  Boureei  of  life,  ahevU 
reat  with  those  immediate  RepreaaiMiTes,  orar 
irtiom  these  peisMU.hare  accmstaot  ooatul,  to 
whom  they  are  tesponaible  and  iriiom  they  mny 
frequently  remeTe.    But  if  one  weak  or  •em^t 


then  aU  thtsprincipUof  theCaastinuieuianttarlf 
But  t|  may  be  said,  that  exigeuoiee  of  Btate  wiU 


neeeasnry  aoMlie*  Within  the 
year.  What  is  to  he  ioihrned  fiW  IhM?  Oirif 
that  we  must  antie^te,  net  borrow.  This  power 
is  certainly  ^ven  to  die  new  Qorenuntn^  aai 
was  to  theoUit  isnotd«aied}  bat  it  hastens  en- 
plained.  Is  it  intended  that  we  cannot  bonow 
without  pledging  parlieulai  reaouroes  <w  laying 
inepealable  taxiesT  Barely  not  heaMsawahaim 
oertiunly  borrowed  without,  etiU  do  it,  and  aU  n»- 
tiosts  do  it;  and  anless  this  can  be  proved,  no  right 
can  be  inferred;  fora  iigfat>M>t«xp*esslygiv«B,B 
only  to  be  inferred  &om  neceaiity.  If  it  shonU 
be  said  that  we  cannot  borrow  onauoh  good  tarms, 
this  i^uits  the  giovitd  at  nght,  and  dwindles  into* 

Juestion  (J  etipediencTand  eonreniencc,as  whieh 
shnll  obserre;  but,  »f  the  preeeut,  it  is  to  bete- 
marked,  that  eugenDiea  nod  wars  mny  h^p* 
her enfter,  and  at  all  tijscs  as  wdl  as  now,  and  at 
any  other  lime:  and  on  theae  piinaala,  wilt  ha 
Conud  as  souad  aifuments  foe  the  rigfat  of  r^iead 
and  reyooation  as  of  antieiyation. 
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Tlie  Public  Dtbt. 
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Fimdios  SyBtems  and  anticipattou  bare  en- 
deared public  debts  to  all  Administratioos,  becante 
thev  get  into  their  hands  and  diaposilion  (and 
mate  them  account  when  you  can)  all  the  attain- 
able resourcea  of  society,  without  the  necessi^  of 
frequuitly  applyinff  to  the  RepTeteotaliTes  of  the 
People,  who  have  usually  accompanied  their  sup- 
plies to  Goveinmeat  with  an  inquiry  into  its  errors, 
and  a  rectification  of  its  abuses,  which  are  some- 
times Tery  inconvenient  things  to  Administrations. 
The  right  has,  I  believe,  ever  been  defended  on 
this  principle ;  it  has  been  urged  that  a  nation  is  a 
body  politic  and  corporate,  and  never  dies;  and 
has,  therefore,  a  right  to  contract,  and  Und  itself 
by  its  contracts.  The  principle,  although  not 
fotmded  in  analc^,  may  be  true  in  a  degree,  and 
merits  examination.  Society,  by  law,  may  dis- 
pose of  wealth  to  individuals  uponspecined  tertns, 
and  create  fictitious  personages  and  powers  with 
specified  rights.  This  is  a  modification  of  the 
creature  of  society,  by  the  creative  hand  of  the 
CtHutilution;  but  we  should  be  unsupported  by 
any  principle^  if  we  were  to  apply  these  qoalities  to 
tite  ConsUtntion,  which  is  the  creator;  and  which 
acknowledges  no  superior  but  Ood,  the  natural 
law  which  he  imprinied  in  the  mind  of  man,  and 
the  power  of  the  people  who  made  it,  and  by  ex- 
press compact,  defined  its  qualities,  powers,  and 
attributes;  fromneithar  of  which  sources,  can  we 
derive  the  qualities  thus  contended  for;  but  eren 
to  admit  the  analogy,  every  society,  I  believe,  that 
has  created  this  le^l  fiction  of  a  corporate  body, 
have  found,  br  experience,  that  the  usafrucluaries 
are  so  unminafiil  of  those  that  are  to  come  after 
them,  that  they  have  generally,  if  not  universally, 
limited  their  alienations  and  mortgages  of  their 
levennes  to  the  space  of  twenty-one  years ;  after 
which,  the  oblifation  of  the  contract  ceases. 

In  fine,  should  we  admit,  which  is  really  a  ques- 
timable  point,  that  a  majority  of  society,  or  ' 
present  generation  of  adult  age,  (capable  of 
tracting)  could,  by  themselves,  personally,  or  by 
their  Representatives,  constitutionally,  bind  them- 
selves by  contract  and  mortage  their  industry, 
ao  that  a  Aiture  assemblage  3  the  same  persons 
or  their  Representatives, could  noirightfidlygivoia 
the  obligation,  but  would  remain  bound;  yet,  as  it 
is  a  slender  and  equivocal  right,  it  should  at  least 
he  exercised  vrith  some  reeard  to  decency  and 
respect  to  such  future  assemblage. 

For  a  Government,  at  its  commence) 
eontnet  debts  greatly  beytwd  its  immediate  re- 
•ources,  to  dispose  of  almost  the  whole  of  the  at- 
tainable revenue  in  a  manner  to  create,  by  assum- 
ing debts  fronr  Oorernments  who  were  sinking 
tbem  fast,  and  were  altogether  opposed  to  such 
assumption,  and  thus  opening  a  door  for  the  revi- 
val of  liquidated  claims,  and  make  it  the  interest 
of  States  to  make  out  as  large  a  debt  as  possible, 
to  get  a  greater  share  of  the  general  plunder,  is 
certainly  covering  the  weakness  of  the  right  by 
the  boldness  of  the  exercise.  And  then  to  say  to 
the  such  future  assemblage,  "  that  they  shall  not 
pay  when  they  are  able,"  is  subjecting  them  to 
conditions  that  none  but  a  lunatic  in  private  life 
would  submit  to,  and  this  im  direct  riolatioa  of  the 


Constilirtiim,  which  gives  to  Congresi  the  expnti 

Swer  of  paying  the  debt$  t^  the  United  Statu. 
in  this  power  of  Congress  be  abridged  or  de- 
stroyed by  any  contract  with  a  creditor?  Such 
a  principle  could  never  bind;  it  would. not  be  up- 
held in  a  private  case;  it  was  artutrary  in  adop- 
tion, ^amefiil  in  continuance,  and  would  be  crimi- 
nal, perhaps,  in  imitation. 

But,  should  we  admit  that  a  majori^  of  the 
present  generation  may  so  bind  themselves  and 
mortgage  their  own  industry,  yet,  the  extent  of 
this  power  is  to  be  defined.  The  grand  and  im- 
portant question  yet  remains  to  be  diacuaaed — a 
question  that  never  has  been,  and  perhaps  never 
will  be,  fairly  met— Can  they  sell  or  mortgage  the 
labor  and  industry  of  amthei  generation — oi  poa- 
teriiy'?  Are  they  the  judges  of  the  extent  and 
conditions  1  That  tfaey  cannot,  and  are  nol,  is  as 
demonstrable  as  any  proposition  in  Euclid. 

The  Ood  of  Nature  has  given  the  earth  to  the 
living.  That  He  will  make  our  children  and  om- 
children's  children  as  free  as  He  made  us,  isfriut 
no  parent,  1  trust,  will  deny.  Under  the  Divine 
impression,  the  voice  of  United  America  has  de- 
clared that  we  cannot  deprive  posterity  of  their 
natural  rights,  which,  from  generation  to  ^nera- 
tion.  must  continue  the  same  as  we  came  mio  the 
world  with ;  we  have  «  right  to  the  fruits  of  oat 
own  industry — they  to  theirs. 

The  infringements  of  this  acted  law,  I  believe^ 
more  often  arise  from  a  want  of  accuracy  and  pre- 
cision of  reflection,  than  a  desertion  of  moral  jHin- 
cijrie. 

Were  all  men  bom  on  one  day,  and  died  on 
Buotfaer,  the  separate  rights  of  posterity  woidd 
then  be  as  distinctly  visible  as  the  line  that  would 
divide  the  one  generation  from  another;  but,  al- 
tbough  the  human  race  flows  like  a  constant 
stream,  in  an  uninterrupted  coarse  of  renewal  and 
decay,  the  ri^ts  of  the  separaie  parts  are  the  same 
in  reality  as  If  they  could  be  readily  and  easily 
distingmshed  in  practice. 

That  there  is  a  period  at  which  the  majority  ol 
adults  capable  of  contracting,  now  living,  will  give 
place  to  a  majority  of  adults  equally  capable,  c^ 
the  succeeding  generation,  is  as  certain  as  the 
great  principle  of  mortality  itself.  This  period 
may  be  ascertained  with  sufficient  precision  for 
every  practical  purpose,  by  the  recorded  bills  of 
mortahty ;  tfaey  are  admitted  in  municipal  legis- 
lation, and  constJtaie  its  leading  and  distinguish- 
ing traits.  By  the  calculations  of  Mr.  Buffcm,  it 
does  not  extend  beyond  nineteen  years ;  but,  to 
give  the  present  the  ultimatum  of  their  preten- 
sions over  the  future,  would  not  carry  it  beyond 
twenty  years— rlhe  period  limited  by  the  English 
law ;  after  which,  even  a  private  debt  ceases  to 

cel^  these  bounds,  which  nature  has  es- 
tablished, afforded  ample  scope  for  any  reasonable 
anticipations.  Can  we  figure  any  exigencies  of 
State  that  ou^ht  or  can  require,  from  their  termi- 
nation, an  BOiicipation  of  the  resources  of  Qovem- 
ment  for  a  greater  length  than  twenty  years  1  or, 
that  a  mortgage  of  the  labor  o{  society  shoold  be 
'  by  any  contract  irrepaalable  for  a  greater 
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tenni  Oo  beyond  this,  and  you  seize  on  the 
rightB  of  poatentf ;  pass  this  bovutd — there  is  none 
otber  that  natnre  oi  reason  can  aEsiffn— the  great 
mass  of  the  industry  and  labor  of  all  future  geoe- 
rations  becomes  then  yours  to  the  extent,  and  on 
Tviiitt  conditions,  you  ^ease  to  prescribe :  no  other 
line  can  be  drawn. 

Such  a  principle  b  aninst  the  lavs  of  Ood  and 
man ;  it  inierts  the  wnole  order  cJ  society ;  it 
sweeps  away,  in  a  torrent,  eyery  check  and  safe- 
soard  of  GoTemmeat,  and  arms  any  Despot,  any 
Adnunislrstion,  with  means  not  sanctioned  by 
patnre,  to  bind  in  chains  their  feltow^nen. 

In  toe  first  place,  it  destroys  that  great  principle 
which  alone  was  the  cause  of  the  war  with  Qreat 
Britain ;  irhich  cost  us  the  blood  of  our  heroic 
countrymen,  and  which  inTolred  us  in  the  debt. 
That  taxation  and  representation  should  go  hand 
in  band.  We  have  no  one  quality  of  the  Repre- 
Mntatives  of  posterity — not  elected  by  them,  and 
not  responsible  to  them.    It  establishes  a  princi' 

file  that  those  are  to  spend  who  are  to  pay.  This 
eta  loose  extra7agance,indefianceof  justice,  from 
ita  onl^  natural  restraints.  Posterity,  whom  we 
injure,  bas  no  power  OTer  us ;  we  are  not  respon- 
sible to  them;  the  order  of  nature  renders  the 
grare  an  asylum  from  their  vengeance.  It  de- 
stroys one  great  check  of  free  legislation — that  the 
legislator  should  feel,  in  his  own  property,  the  bur- 
den of  the  tax  he  lays,  and  the  contract  he  makes 
for  society.  It  aToids  thai  still  greater  check,  that 
the  constituents  should  feel  the  burdens  their  Re- 
presentatives impose.  The  people  never  act  but 
from  feelings :  so  long,  theretote,  as  their  deputies 
contract  for  and  at  the  expense  of  posterity,  they 
act  in  perfect  safety.  If  they  have  a  right  to  say 
they  will  oqly  pay  part  of  the  debt,  they  may  di- 
minish that  part  at  pleasure,  and  finally  they  may 
say  they  will  pay  no  part ;  and  this,  which,  m  the- 
ory, would  be  considered  as  an  argument  from 
hvperbole,  is  precisely,  in  practice,  the  very  prin- 
ciple nve  nave  adopted  with  respect  to  the  deferred 
ftock  1  and  that  not  sparingly,  as  it  is  almost  half 
otir  debt.  Let  any  man  examine  the  principles  of 
this  novelty  of  finance,  and  see  where  it  leads  to. 
Administration,  on  this  ground,  would  be  per- 
fectly safe  in  assuming  the  debt  of  Qreat  Britain. 
The  honor,  if  1  may  use  the  term,  of  this  bold  vio- 
lation of  natural  law  was  reserved  for  us.  The 
extravs^nce  of  veteran  corruption  in  old,  ex- 
haosted  nations,  has  never,  that  I  have  heard, 
hazarded  this  principle.  It  appears  as  a  irontis- 
piece  to  adorn  the  anoals  of  an  infant  Republic. 
And  who  will  impeach?  The  people  see  nothing. 
The  bein^  whose  rights  we  thus  trample  on,  wul 
not  burst  into  existence  until  we  retire  from  the 
scene.  Exercisingsuch  powers  with  rapidity,  and 
to  the  extent  already  effected — any  Admioistra- 
tion  might  become  masters  of  a  mass  of  corrup. 
tion ;  and  constant,  attracting  hardly  observation, 
go  on  to  bribe  the  present  with  the  means  of  fu- 
ture generations,  to  do  anv  thing  that  gold  can 
tempt  the  weak,  the  wicked,  and  the  necessitous 
to  do.  All  Constitutions,  all  forms  of  Qovern- 
ment,  disappear  before  such  a  system  of  finance. 
And  what  is  the  defence  that  ingenious  and  in- , 


terested  sophistry  has  yet  invented?  That  as 
posterity  are  to  partake  of  the  benefit,  they  should 
pay  part  of  the  price.  We  have  gone  a  little 
further  with  our  deferred  stock  :  of  that  we  pay 
nothing,  but  make  them  pay  the  whole  ;  but  is  it 
not  natural  justice  that  they  who  are  to  pay  should 
have  some  hand  in  the  bargain  1  Have  they  not 
a  natural  right  to  judge  whether  it  is  a  benefit? 
and  whether  it  is  worth  the  money  ?  Does  any 
man  suppose^  that  a  Government  that  admits  such 
principles  wilt  be  really  a  benefit  to  posterity,  or 
so  considered  by  them  ? 
The  case  has,  indeed,  been  likened  to  that  of  an 


alogy.  Society  may  say  to  an  individual,  by  its 
laws,  that  we  will  prevent  the  intrusion  of  any 
other  occupant  into  the  property  you  hold,  provid- 
ed you  leave  it  to  your  son,  or  to  your  creditor. 
This  property  the  mdividoal  had  no  right  to  but 
by  law:  it  is  a  right  which  society  has  secured  to 
him,  to  the  labor  of  others,  which,  by  nature,  he 
could  not  pretend  to.  But  different  generations  of 
men  bear  no  relation  to  each  other  but  by  the  na- 
tural law  and  the  terms  of  the  constitution  they 
adopt,  and  even  this  last  is  limited  by  the  former. 
Bot  in  what  society  upon  earth  has  a  contract  of 
an  individual  ever  been  npheld,  by  the  municipal 
tribunals,  by  which  a  parent  has  burdened  pro- 

Eerty  with  a  debt  bearing  no  immediate  interest, 
ut  to  be  paid  by  posterity,  or  by  a  contract  pro- 
hibiting his  posterity  from  payingit  off  when  they 
are  able.  I  must  doubt  whether  any  courts  would 
countenance  such  principles. 

If  one  generation  has  a  right  to  sell  the  produce 
of  the  soil  for  anjr  extent  of  years,  the  next  gene- 
ration must  quit  it.  If  a  nation  was  to  borrow  of 
foreigners  to  such  extent,  which  is  not  only  pouible, 
but,  1  believe,  was  nearly  the  case  in  Louis  the 
XI  Vth's  time,  they  must  break  or  quit. 

But  no  principle  has  ever  been  admitted  with 
respect  to  an  individual,  much  less  an  American 
parent,  that  he  has  a  right  to  dispose  of  the  labor 
of  his  child.  The  child  may  relinquish  the  pro- 
perty, and  then  he  has  his  hands  tree  as  nature 
made  them,  to  labor  for  himself;  so  there  is  no 
injury  to  natural  right.  But  where  one  genera- 
tion sells  the  industry  of  another,  they  cannot  get 
iree  unless  they  go  into  voluntary  exile ;  and  even 
then,  by  some  modern  doctrine,  the  contract  will 
bind,  let  them  go  vrtiere  they  will,  whilst  they 
contmue  in  the  social  bond ;  they  must  disperse, 
Lke  the  Jews,  to  get  fid  of  it. 

The  iniquity  of  the  principle  will  be  more  clear 
and  striking,  when  we  contemplate  that  all  public 
revenue  or  private  income  is  a  contribution,  me* 
diate  or  immediate,  of  the  tabor  of  the  indnstrions 
fiumer  or  mechanic.  If  the  rich  pay  anything, 
it  is  only  mediate — a  pert  of  what  they  first  re- 
ceived  from  these  classes.  They  are  the  drones 
of  society,  which,  however  essential  to  its  well- 
being,  are  fed  by  the  bees.  Money  is  a  repre- 
sentaiitm  of  indnstry— a  representation  of  that  re- 
siduum of  labor  which  the  poor  either  can  or  must 
spare  after  sustaining  life.  If  they  only  worked  to 
maintain  thenuelres,  money  woold  bare  no  value; 
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tiuve  oould  be  no  publii 
aoiQfi.  It  follows,  then,  that  any  Imisters  of  pub- 
lic resourcas  to  any  persons,  citi»iu  or  foraign- 
er>,  IB  a.  transfer  of  such  a  portion  of  the  labor  of 
the  fanner  and  mechanic,  aJid  iheir  posterity.  No 
aMoey-lender  would  lend  ona  fkcthing,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  labor  of  the  rich,  to  all  eternity.  It  is 
tnie  that  the  rich  are,  by  such  transfers,  dimi- 
niched  iiL  their  oomfortB  alia  coDTeaieuces,  by  with- 
drawing from  them,  and  giving  to  oibars,  that 
part  of  the  labor  of  tueindtutrious  and  productive 
classes,  which  they  before  eajoved  under  c 
ttiMts  and  the  laws  of  society )  but  they  are 
objects  to  the  money-leader.    It  is  true,  that  all 

H"c  buideu  fall,  m  a  great  meaeure,  on  the 
so  as  to  diminifib  its  value  and  price,  as  I 
obaerre  j  but  then,  to  the  men  who  tend  to 
Oowemment,  luids  have  no  value  but  from  the 
hands  that  are  to  work  it. 

That  oouatry  is  happy  and  free,  in  jvoportion 
as  M  poUttoal  institution*  and  public  eooaomy 
kar«i  to  the  industrious  the  greater  portion  of  the 
fruits  of  their  industry.  On  the  oontiary,  that 
country  is  wretched,  and  its  peoale  slaves,  what- 
ever  they  may  be  called,  whose  laooc  and  inidustty, 
bf  any  meohanisn  or  movem^t  of  society,  be- 
loBgs  lo  others.  As  this  evU  ptOOBe<ls,«BchcoaB- 
ttf  aaust  dceline ;  and,  when  arrived  at  a  oenaia 
-ASieu,  it  nntt  be  deserted. 

rnwIrMjilntr  a  puUie  debt  as  a  »«%>(«  an  in 
dustry  aM  labor ;  extend  its  edects  to  posterity; 
eicnipt  enndvcs  frwo  the  burden,  and  put  x 
viuMf  eo  Ihrai,  an  the  pnnoiple  of  the  Merred 
stock,  and  then  say  that  they  sbaU  not  free  tlwm- 
aalns  by  {ttyBae•^  and  what  does  it  ammuit  to  ? 
That  ft'  bet  man,  born  now,  has  a  right  to  the  la- 
boc  of  ft  &ee  man  bora  twenty  or  thirty  years 
Mill  Utat,  beeanse  he  will  be  then  dead  and 


ginte,  and  eannot  enjoy  it,  he  may  sell  it  now  tt 
third  persciik,«ad  «p«nd  tbe  aooey.    '"'— -  "— 
wapkficd,  Ib  any  Americaa  prepared  t( 
pritiaMila? 


ffrom  reMOns  sUled,  it  woiild  be  KadiJy  in 
atnad  what  -exp«ri«nee  has  suictioned~tbat 
FusdtB^  System,  «ODe  be^an  in  aw  natiee,  has 
Bhnjrs  incMaied — IhsmAttree  Aoi  Ud    ' 


■  ik  deltt  act  with  double  foroe  to  W* 
gMiing  out.  It  is  a  caaoci  >»  Bbe  bodjr  i 
fyiiaes  Mrencih  from  ampotation ;  if  any  remedy 


«  iM  Bbe  iody  politic  Aat 


_B  nature,  ii  is  yet  to  be  disooTared, 

so  pleasant  to  spend  at  ether  pet^e's  cost,  that  it 
MSts  all  the  powerful  passions  aniaat  the  jad^~ 
ombL  Heoce  the  iapid  acewmiualiQn  of  biAIk 
dsbts  (hMtigfaout  lE^ope — the  ieoreAse  exhibtts 
the  appeaBaace  of  the  r^^uLar  ascent  of  a  moim- 
tMB,  wiile  the  reductions  appear  like  guUiea  in 
the  «de>,  Kaicdy  diacunible,  impeding  the  pro- 
CD««s  but  for  a  moment.  Greet  Britain  has  run  in 
oe^  twc  hundred  and  fifty  millions  sterling  in  less 
tbw  a  cHtAiry.  Had  she  Mioaallr  adopted  a 
pba  of  reitdeci^  the  debt  iiMMcwable,  and  had 


not  seised  erei?  bvorable  rise  of  credit  to  lower 
the  iMeaest,  by  which  toeatu  abe  ffkva  now  three 


of  taxation  would  have  paid  >he  interest  a«daa^ 

Sorted  GoTeuunent  even  at  this  d^  i  and  all  thu 
ebt  must  have  baganin  the  mam<Ky  cf  meDoav 

T&il  tliis  Goremment  would  have  funded,  ia 
less  tiian  fire  years  from  its  origin,  near  fifty  aul- 
lions  of  dollars,  and  would  now  propose  to  fimd 
near  twenty  miUioas  nuve — that  we  should  have 
ransacked  the  whole  United  States  to  find  deks 
to  efiect  this,  invite  them  from  every  quutcr^Md 
set  them  to  Sad  out,  oreaie,  aod  revive  dejiu  al- 
ready sunk,  to  secure  as  ta^e  a  share  of  the 
general  revenue  as  possible: — that  we  should  have 
carried  the  principle  to  the  extravaeaui  exoesiwe 
have  ioae,  by  the  invention  of  deferred  stoak, 
which  no  nation  ever  ventured  to  hazard,  all  in 
oui  earliest  infancy,  tnusi  aflbrd  subluneproipacts 
of  our  prioress  in  mature  age. 

StHnething  unexampled  must  be  donej  lor,  if 
we  adopt  the  additioa  now  propowd,  I  belie*e  we 
shall  find  oaraelres  saddled  wiin  a  greater  funded 
debt  than  Great  Britain  herself,  compoiativclj 
with  the  relative  wealth  of  the  respective  natiMw; 
and  1  brieve  their  debts  make  e^en  the  boldest 
veteran  of  the  jwijecting  tribe  quake  with  toror- 
It  is  true,  we  may  not  feel  it  so  sensibly  in  coaae- 
quence  of  payiitg  no  immediate  interest  in  so  great 
a  [maioition  as  the  deferred  stoek;  yet  it  ia  a  d^ 
our  ckildr^i  will  leel,  and  some  of  us. 

It  will  in  the  aggr^nte  £(»m  a  taaas  of  sevoity 
millions  of  dt^rs.  The  uxmeity  of  the  Ufliud 
States  it  worth  what  it  will  sell  for  at  an  otdiuaiy 
market.  Although  it  eannot  be  precisely  aseo- 
tained  wiwt  the  amount  would  be,  we  are  still 
furnished  with  sufficienl  data  to  form  a  tcdeiable 
euimate.  In  the  Slate  1  have  the  honor  to  repee- 
seni,  indusliy  and  economy  have  long  vivea  a 
high  relative  vahie  to  their  property.  That  jm- 
peity  was  assessed,  sow  af^ei  the  vrar  wa>  rawed, 
lo  an  ideal  beichl,  to  twelve  millions  their  b>oii^. 
From  the  fall  of  pnc&  I  do  not  bdieve  that  the  whefc 
or  any  proportion  of  it  would  now  bitng,  at  laii 
market,  die  mcoiev.  From  (his  we  must  dedaet 
four  milliaaa  for  the  negro  propMiy,  which  canaot 
be  isclided  in  a  relative  coB^)af  tson  wit^  other 
eouutries,  when  the  laborers,  although  equaUf 
aad  more  valuable,  are  not  considered  a*  pcopmy ; 
there  wmild  then  remam  eight  miUioos.  Mary- 
land is  at  least  ooe-twelfth  of  the  United  Slateej 
.she  has,  indeed,  always  been  rated  at  a  higher 

Boportioni  this  would  fix  the  properly  of  the 
nited  States  at  two  hundred  and  sixty  millJnmr 
of  dollaie ;  the  debt,  tben,  is  more  thav  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  value  of  the  prO[>eri|. 
'^he  wealth  of  Great  Britain  ts.«etiraMed.  bf 
Yovng  asd  Mr.  Pulteoj^,  and  1  believe  tbeie 
)  good  rea*<w  to  question  their  aatboriiy,  af 
taousand  millions  sterling ;  they  owe  two 
hundred  and  fifty  millioa9.whicliigafounhi  tbeir 
debt,  then,  is  relatively  less  than  ours.    A^aii^ 
from  their  extensive  and  lucrative  CoLsnial  eeta- 
blishmeut)  in  the  Bast  and  West  Indies,  tWr  a»- 
nual  income   is   increased   so  as  to  yield  a  act 
revenue  of  one  hundred  millions  stetjug  per  atf 
Bum,  so  that  ihejr  reaUy  do  not  owe  three  year* 
'-"-w-    What  our  aaaoal  net  iaoame  *•,  I  ^ve 
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BO  satiifhctory  doenment  to  fona  imy  estlnuie  of, 
bat  I  fe»r  it  is  bat  tmall.  The  deferred  stock  may 
defer  the  exteot  of  the  evil,  but  it  is  by  a  sacr^ce 
of  all  mincipie  to  conranience. 

Ana  for  wbat  has  all  this  magic  building  been 
srcfited'?  What  were  the  benefits  expected?  The 
-fltates  won  eoiog  on  rapidly  in  estiiigntahiiu; 
their  debts;  there  was  no  complaint  that  the^ 
eertifieates  were  loo  low  in  1785  and  1780.  The 
'Uaryland  certificates  -were  nearly  as  high  a»  they 
are  now,  or  would  be  if  asanmed.  PerBat>3  some 
sooDd  undentandings  were  led  away  by  rigor  of 

gBnins,  nBeorrected  by  espwience,  and  becume 
iwildered  by  the  Tisionary  dr«ams  of  Pinto, 
Chsmpion,  and  STariety  of  oaleolators.    Tocom- 

BLte  Hie  Secretary's  firal  Report  00  the  Public 
eht -with  the  last  on  the  Frontier  Defence,  fur- 
tnahes  at  least  the  ccmsolstion  thsl  a  candid  mind 
will  reliriqaiah  error.  Had  he  adhered  to  those 
apostles  of  political  truth,  Monteaquieu  and  Smith, 
the  first  pages  of  the  first  Report  wcnld  haye  been 
stricken  *nl. 

It  haa  answered,  I  will  rentnre  to  assert,  but 
<<Mie  good  effect  of  thoce  predicted,  few  the  myriads 
of  evils  it  has  entailed.  It  has  enabled  many 
debtors  to  jny  off  on  better  terms.    Bat  the  nwm- 


Ab  to  ite  increasing  our  capitid,  ^t  ground  is 
aow  abandoned  even  bv  bigotry  itself.  To  mort- 
■pge  an  estate  adds  notlring  to  rts  value— an  estate 
aaaot  doubled  by  diriding  its  profits.  So  mnch 
iPCBlth  as  is  borrowed  on  property,  of  so  mnch  less 
tttlue  is  the  property  to  him  that  hdMs,  pays  the 
interest,  and  stands  chafed. 

Bvery  atom  of  fbndea  debt  is  so  much  taken 
ftota  the  valne  of  the  land  in  Aehand  of  the  land- 
holders, and  ao  mnch  diminished  frmn  the  rahie 
of  hbor  to  Ae  laborer.  Thus  one  great  blessing 
of  the  fondM  debt  predicted,  the  rise  of  land,  has 
taken  b  eonimry  direction ;  utiless  it  is  round  some 
towns,  lands  wiU  haiyiy  srfl  at  aSL.  Even  in 
Bncland  and  the  old  countries,  where  there  is  a 
Tar?ety  of  other  wealth,  the  public  debt  has  so  fir 
iesseoed  the  ralne  of  land,  that  an  esmte  that 
KctuftUy  poduoes  £90,000  a  year,  is  in  fact  only 
estimated  at  about  ;E63,tXlO,  snti  when  sold  the 
year^  purchases  are  estimated  at  the  latter  mm. 
Hen  that  purchase  land  are  not  so  thoughtless 
of  posterity  as  administrators  usnallyare.  They 
pvrehase  in  a  great  measaie  for  cfatldTen.  They 
consider  the  incumbrances,  and  fix  their  price  ac- 
cordingly. Althongh  we  pay  no  interest  en  de- 
ftited  stock,  yet  it  enters  deefdy  into  die  price  of 
our  lands. 

llMTe  is  another  consideratioa  that  iawelghty 
on  tfcis  enbject.  That  stock  fa  erery  coimtiy, 
partSealarly  in  oae  situated  as  we  are,  is  ever 
varying  in  valne.  Since  I  hare  been  here,  in  five 
^eeks,  it  has  altered  its  Talae  one-third.  It  can- 
not serre  them  as  a  metfam  of  commerce,  for  that 
mtist  be  some  certain  common  standard.  To 
mmsnre  our  commoditfes  by  a  staildard  more 
Tariable  than  the  commodities  themseires,  has 
always  been  h«4d  as  absurd.  Cmuequeatly,  I  oerer 
fteard  rf  luid, «  indeed  any  thing  idse,  add  fin 


stock.  If  the  exchange  t^es  place  at  all,  it  is>flnt 
by  a  sale,  and  money  is  the  meiUum.  It  bean, 
therefore,  such  a  ptoporiiim  to  the  money  in  cir- 
culation, and  teqnires  so  much,  that  it  pinches  all 
other  objects  <^  sale,  land.  proODCe,  and  I  beHeve 
commerce  too.  It  is  an  old  maxim,  and  I  believe 
a  true  one,  that  if  money  is  to  be  nod,  it  will  be 
had  to  game  with.  Stocks  are  so  uncertain,  that 
traffic  in  them  has  ever  been  considered  as  a  spe- 
cies of  gaming.  Their  value  is  supported  bv  it 
Withdraw  the  gaaaesters,  and  the  whole  fabric 
vanishes.  They  are  the  leaven  that  raises  the 
bread  of  the  stockholders.  The  misfottone  is,  it 
is  so  extensive  as  to  withdraw  men  From  die  solid 
pursuits  and  moderate  profits  of  useful  occupation 
inloaTorterofcorruptionandvice.  Thisisacom- 

rlaint  from  all  ijuarters,  and  so  very  genemt,  that 
must  believe  it  has  too  much  foundation. 

This  kind  of  gaming  has  ever  beei)  considered 
as  highly  pernicious  to  the  public  miMls.  If  it  is 
Bo^no  benefits  Hf  such  exist)could  compensate  the 
injury.  To  a  Repoblic,  whose  existence  depends 
on  a  due  proportion  of  disinterested  virtue,  such 
an  QVM-dose  of  poison  administered  most  either 
deattoy  die  patient,  or  be  thrown  off  by  some  vio- 
lent and  latent  power  of  the  Constitution. 

A  love  and  veneration  of  equality  is  the  vital 
principle  of  free  OovernmentB.  It  dies  *rfaen  Ae 
generu  wealth  is  thrown  into  a  few  hands.  The 
eflfect  of  stocks  is  to  tisBsfer  the  fhrits  of  riie  h»- 
bcKof  themany^who  are  able  to  appreciate  its 
value  by  the  dimcutty  t>f  acquirement,  and  would 
convert  it  into  useful  tmprovem«it,  into  the  bands 
of  theopnteot  few,  who  exchange  them  fwftireign 
luxurtee,  and  consnme  in  an  hour  the  labor  of  m- 
dnstibus  Ennilies  for  years.  It  prevents  ft  geneial 
diffusion  of  wealth  by  drawing  tt  to  a  centre,  and 
saps  the  foundation  of  a  Republican  OoreranMin, 
especially  in  a  large  Continent. 

In  a  young  countrv,  these  effects  of  indi-ridual 
opulesee  ate  particularly  hurcftil.  8ueh  men  tta 
not  only  idle  themselves,  iMt  ihey  maintain  nu- 
merous idUe  depetrdan  ts  and  ntenial  aerrant^  wheae 
lives  are  consumed  in  ministeilng  to  their  luva- 
ries,  and  whose  services  die  the  momeBt  tbey  tue 
rendered.  Their  want  is  felt  in  an  unimproved, 
thinly  popidated  countiy,  where  there  ate  no  su- 
pernumerary hands,  differently  from  M>  old'wtU 
settled  Smte,  where  there  are  more  bands  than 
employment.  But  of  all  opulence,  that  of  the 
wealthy  stallholder  is  most  fhtal  to  a  young 
country.  Where  a  man's  revenue  arises  from 
landed  property,  it  is  created  by  prodoetire  labor 
employed  an  the  land,  and  the  necessaries  of  lift 
are  increased  as  Us  income  increases.  As  hia 
weahh  depends  on  the  value  of  some  particular 
estate^  it  becomes  his  interest  to  improve  It.    HEe 

K'vate  advantage  beecmes  the  public  prosperity, 
also  who  emi^oys  his  capital  in  manufectures, 
increase!  thereby  the  aggregate  of  necessary  pro- 
ductions; and  even  he  who  lends  money  on  in- 
terest to  mdiv^duats,  eeneraHy  selects  the  indna- 
trious  from  motives  in  safety,  and  so  increases  the 
general  welfare. 

■  But  wealthy  stocUioMen  who  hare  tert  fteSi 
money  to  GoveiBinent,  are  interated  Id  bo  par- 
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ticular  spot  of  land  or  manu&cinre.  They  im- 
prove QOthiDgjbut  take  something  from  all.  They 
ue  citizens  m  the  world ;  oftenet  foreigners  than 
natives;  attached  to'no  country.  At  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  danger,  they  sell  out,  and  sink  youi 
credit  ai  the  moment  it  becomes  essential.  A: 
yoxa  distresses  increase,  they  fly  you.  When  the 
unpending  cloud  of  misfortune  casts  its  gloom  be- 
yond you,  these  sunshine  friends  disappear  ' 
moment. 

So  far  as  forei^niers  are  pro^etors  in  our  funds, 
the  intfuiry  into  the  operation  is  truly  interesting 
to  the  indepeadeace  and  prosperity  of  the  com- 
munity. In  peace  you  are  tributary,  in  war  you 
are  at  their  mercy.  Great  Britain  and  Holland, 
allied  as  thev  are  with  their  interest  in  our  funds, 
present  an  object  that  must  be  riewed  with  con- 
cern. How  nir  our  pecuniary  interest  is  benefited 
is  also  truly  consequential.  I  have  been,  soi 
time  ago,  told  that  they  possessed  eleven  millic 
of  the  thirty-one,  and  from  the  proportion  of  pi 
chase  made  since  it  was  supposed  they  ownea 
least  one-half.  A  great  dral  of  money  ought 
have  come  in  for  this.  Is  this  the  fact,  or  have 
we  taken  in  exchange  their  gewgaws  and  luxu- 
ries, and  eaten  up  the  fat  of  our  land?  I  fear  the 
fact  is  so.  Had  their  purchases  been  made  with 
money,  there  must  have  been  a  demand  for  money 
here,  and  exchange  would  have  fallen.  It  is  an 
invariable  tide-maik,  to  try  the  flux  and  reflux  of 
monev.  It  has  almost  always  been,  I  believe, 
cousiderably  above  par,  except  one  year  when 
there  was  a  demand  for  produce ;  then  it  fell  at 
once  fifteen  per  cent,  below  par.  Money  certainly 
came  then,  and  1  believe  one  year's  good  price  for 
produce  of  more  real  advantage  than  any  stock 
that  could  be  devised,  or  any  price  that  could  be 
wished  for  it. 

But  this  mode  of  employing  money  has  reduced 
produce  to  nothing.    It  takes  considerable  capital 
'     ■'  .    ■      -.       voyages  ne- 

be  large  J  for  the  difiierence  between  the 
price  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  raw  materials 
in  diflerent  countries,  will  not  bear  high  commis- 
sion or  charges  of  transportation. 

Thus  I  have  considered  all  the  boasted  benefits 
of  Funding  Systems  but  one,  and  that  is  the 
strengthening  of  Government.  That,  to  a  certain 
extent,  thev  may  have  this  efiect,  may  be  true ; 
but,  catriea  beyond  it,  they  certainly  operate  in 
Bcontrary  direction.  Let  the  interest  settle  chiefly 
in  the  hands  of  foreigners,  or  let  the  agricultural 
interest,  which  in  a  yonng  country  must  always 
prenonaerate,  become  alarmed  at  its  extent,  and 
jealous  of  a  moneyed  interest  acting  in  opposition 
to  their  wishes  and  princii^es,  and  it  may  destroy 
a  Government  that  otherwise  might  have  secured 
the  public  happiness;  but  these  are  ttiflinf  cii- 


to  this  r  A  good  Government  will  always  be  sup- 
ported without  these  aids  by  the  good  sense  of  a 
great  majority  of  its  members,  anif a  bad  one  oiu[ht 
not  to  be  supported  by  it.  Now  the  mischief  is, 
llutthese  people  support  bad  Government  more 
willingly  than  good,  because  they  are  better  paid 


for  it ;  they  can  make  better  bargains  with  them. 
There  is  a  still  ftuther  consideration  that  will 
afiect  this  country  powerfully,  and  is  pecnliat  to 
it.  Our  people  vriD  not  purchase  to  hold  at  the 
prices  stocks  have  risen  to.  Foreigners  have  the 
market  to  themselves,  and  they  must  finally  settk 
with  them ;  this  prevents  their  tending  money  to 
ui  in  peace,  on  the  terms  we  obtained  when  undei 
the  pressure  of  every  calamity,  and  had  no  right 
to  expect  the  establishment  of  out  independency. 
They  purchase  into  our  ftmds  instead  of  lendinc; 
this  IS  the  effect  of  the  irredeemable  quality  of  the 
stock ;  it  deprives  us  of  every  benefit  of  the  rise  (d 
credit,  and  gives  the  market  to  foreigners.  The 
strance  terms  on  which  it  is  constituted,  must  keep 
its  value  always  unsettled,  as  the  redemption  is 
r^dered  so  contingent;  tnis  also  deprives  it  at 
every  useful  quality  as  a  medium  of  mterconnc^ 
and  must  keep  it  an  object  of  barter. 

What  would  be  our  operation  but  for  this  iixe- 
deemable  quality?  Why,  as  our  credit  ttue  « 
market,  we  would  do  as  Great  Britain  has  done — 
form  new  loans  at  a  lower  interest,  and  pay  off  ^ 
debt  at  the  higher  interest ;  this  is  done  without  a 
sinking  fund  on  hand,  and  shows  the  folly  of  thoae 
that  say  we  cannot  redeem  now  as  fast  as  we  have 
the  liberty.  In  Great  Britain,  soon  after  the  esta- 
blishment of  their  Funding  System,  they  effected 
new  loans,  and  in  1717  reduced  the  eight  and  six 
per  cents,  to  five;  and  in  1727,  they  reduced  the 
five  to  four;  and  from  1750  to  1757,  they  reduced 
the  four  to  three ;  which  was  equal  to  the  sinkiag 
half  their  debt;  and  from  the  first  creating  of  iheti 
three,  to  1757,  they  averaged  at  market,  par,  that 
is,  were  equal  to  gold  and  silver.  By  these  opera- 
tions, there  was  no  injury  to  the  creditor  in  reality, 
for  he  could,  at  the  end,  sell  the  £100  that  bore 
three  per  cent,  for  as  much  money  as  he  lent  Go- 
vernment at  eight.  At  this  m<Hnent,  if  it  woe 
not  for  the  irredeemable  quality,  we  could,  if  oib 
credit  is  worth  four  per  cent,  as  we  aie  told,  moke 
an  operation  that  would  be  equal  to  the  sinking 
of  our  debt  nearly  one-hnlf  in  value,  on  the  same 
plan  that  Great  Britain  has  pursued  so  success- 
fully. And  the  public  creditors  ore  reallynol  bene- 
fited by  this  irredeemaUe  quality;  for,  although  it 
raises  the  price  of  sixes  with  foreigners,  yel  it 
keeps  down  that  of  threes;  which,  by  s  reduction 
such  as  1  mention,  and  the  liberation  of  our  com- 
merce &om  high  duties,  must  soon  be  on  equal 
terms  to  what  they  were  in  Great  Britain  in  the 
infitncy  of  their  Funding  System,  that  is,  near  par. 

In  fine,  the  debt  is  to  be  deplored,  but  it  must  be 
paid ;  let  as  much  of  it  be  paid,  and  as  fast,  as  pos- 
sible; these  are  the  true  prmciples  of  public  credit. 
Let  us  reprobate  the  idea  of  increasing  or  continu- 
ing it  when  it  can  be  avoided,  upon  the  principlet 
ofany  political  enterprise.  It  seems  strange  to  be 
called  upon  to  fund  it  now,  and  provide  the  funds 
hereafter.  It  looks  too  much  like  taking  an  undne 
advantage  of  a  future  Legislature,  and  has  a  su*- 
picious,  and  low,  lurking  aspect,  when  we  know 
that  we  are  really  not  the  true  Representatives  rf 
the  people.  Are  we  afraid  that  a  real  reprewnt- 
ation  01  the  people  would  act  otherwise  f  If  we 
are,  we  ought  to  hesitate.    All  the  virtue  of  this 
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CcmtiuMit  is  certainly  not  confined  to  tbisaeuiau; 
ire  may  irust  dwt  aaj  succeeding  RepresenUtive 
will  be  »B  justandwueaaoarselves.  AstiieyEtre 
to  find  the  means  of  paying,  let  them  agree  on  the 
terma  of  the  cotilract. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  said :  The  ill 
policy  of  any  assumption  of  the  StatedebtB  has  been 
■Bserted,  and,  in  my  opinion,  yery  satisfactorily 
proved,  m  the  discussion  irhich  this  subject  has 
already  undereoae. 

Takuig  it  tor  granted,  for  the  present,  that  an 
amamption,  in  some  form,  must  take  place,  I  rise 
to  offer  my  sentiments  in  utTor  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  fiom  Maryland.  The 
mesuure,  as  contemplated  by  the  Secretarjr  of  the 
Treasury,  is,  as  I  haye  observed,  impolitic,  as  it 
will  ^eatly  increase  the  public  buraen,  already 
too  great,  for  the  resources  of  which  the  United 
Btatea,  in  this  infant  state  of  their  Governmenl, 
can  avail  themselves;  but  il  is  also  unequal,  and  as 
it  respects  several  of  the  Stales,  very  unjust,  as  it 
aaddles  ihem  with  the  debts  of  other  Slates.  Be- 
eaose  they  have  exerted  themselves  successfullv 
in  effecting  the  estinguishment  of  the  debts  which 
they  contracted  in  the  common  defence,  they  are 
now  to  be  loaded  with  the  debts  of  those  States 
which  have  made  no  such  exertions. 

If  any  gentleman  will  take  the  trouble  of  eia- 
"■'"'"p  the  first  assumption,  and  will  add  to  it 
what  IS  proposed  now  to  be  assun^ed,  he  will  find 
tliat  the  sums  so  assumed  from  the  respective 
States  are  not  such  as  would  have  residted  from  a 
dae  apportionment  of  the  whole  sum  assumed, 
amoQ^  the  several  Stales  in  the  Union,  according 
to  their  respective  numbers. 

To  vindicate  an  assumption  so  unequal  and  dis- 
proportionate, gentlemen  must  prove  to  us  that 
the  payments  which  the  several  States  have  actu- 
ally made  towards  the  general  defence,  have  been 
in  exact  proportitm  fo  their  ability,  that  is,  accord- 
ing to  their  numbers.  They  must  satisfy  us  that 
South  Carolina,  though  she  had,  previous  to  any 
ttasumption,  six  millious  of  dollars  of  State  debt 
nndiscuarged,  had  nevertheless  diacbai^d  as  great 
a  portion  of  debt  incurred  in  the  war  as  any  other 
State  in  the  Union;  and  that  the  reason  why  she 
had  then sogreataState  debt  pressing  heavy  upon 
her,  was  not  because  she  had  not  exerted  herself 
according  to  her  utmost  ability  to  discharge  that 
debt,  but  because  »he  had  contracted  a  debt  much 
beyoDd  her  just  proportion;  Chat  is,  in  &ct,  that, 
upon  afinalaeltlemenl  of  accounts,  she  would  have 
a  Dalauce  due  equal  to  the  sum  which  constitutes 
the  difierence  between  her  just  proportion  of  the 
whole  sam  assumed,  and  the  sum  actnally  as- 
sumed; which  is^in  tnis  case,  more  than  four  mil- 
hoDS  of  dollars. 

The  same  reasoning  would  apply  to  the  other 
States  who  have  sums  assumed  beyond  their  jiut 
'  ptopcrtitHi.  Upon  these  principles,  too,  they  must 
prove  to  ns  that  New  Hatnpahire,  upon  a  final  set- 
tlCTient  of  accounts,  would  be  found  in  debt  to  the 
Union  more  than  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
that  is,  that  she  is  the  greatest  delinquent  in  the 
Tr_!-_     I  —Y  gentlemen  if  they  have  any  doco- 


Union.    I  a 


It  would  be  easy  to  satisfy  -an  inhabitant  of 
Massachusetts  or  South  Carolina  that  they  were 
great  creditors,  and  that  NewHampshireisa  very 
great  debtor.  But  it  will  require  something  more 
than  the  confident  assertions  of  gentlemen  to  con- 
vince the  State  1  represent  that  this  is  really  the 
case;  they  believe,  and  they  will  continue  in  this 
well-founded  belief,  till  some  evidence  appears  to 
the  contrary,  Chat  they  at  least  contributed  their 
just  proportion  towards  the  general  defence. 
Some  States,  no  doubt,  from  the  maimer  in  which 
they  were  pecuharly  circumstanced,  may  have 
done  more  than  in  proportion  to  New  Hampshire, 
while  I  am  persuaded  that  others  have  done  less. 
The  United  States  haye  uniformly  proceeded  upon 
the  idea  that  the  Stales  who  have  done  more  than 
their  proportion  should  have  credit  in  a  general 
settlement,  while  those  who  have  done  less,  should 
be  compelled  to  pay  the  balances  due  from  them. 
1  have  no  doubt  but  that  some  of  the  States,  who 
now  have  debts  unassumed,  will  be  found  entitled 
to  balances,  but  I  deny  that  New  Hampshire  can 
justly  be  called  upon  for  the  payment  of  them. 

Congreas  have  uniformly  taken  it  for  ^[ranted 
that  the  inequaUties  which  may  have  existed  in 
the  exertions  of  the  several  States,  can  only  be 
remedied  by  a  settlement  of  all  accounts  between 
the  Uitited  States  and  the  several  States.  At  great 
expense,  they  have  established  Boards  of  Commis- 
sioners, with  very  ample  powers;  they  have  sent 
commissioners  into  the  several  States,  to  receive 
and  adjust  their  claims.  The  States  have  been  at 
very  great  expense  in  stating  their  accounts,  and 

B-Ocurins  the  necessary  vouchers  to  support  tnem. 
ut  gentlemen  have  now  made  a  discovery,  which. 
if  it  nad  been  made  in  season,  would  have  saved 
all  this  trouble  and  expense;  uiey  have  discovered 
that  the  several  Stales  intheUnion  have  laid  equal 
burdens  on  their  citizens  to  carry  on  the  war  and 
to  discharge  the  debt  incurred  in  the  common  de- 
fence, and  that  equal  justice  required  at  the  com* 
mencementof  this  new  Government,  in  1789,  that 
the  United  States  should  step  in  between  die 
Stales  and  their  creditors,  and  ease  them  of  theii 
debts.  But  the  gentlemen  who  have  made  this 
discovery  are  too  much  interested  to  expect  full 
credit  to  their  sentiments  on  this  head. 

It  happens,  somewhat  unfortunately  for  this  hy- 
pothesis, that  those  who  maintain  it  are  those  who 
are  to  be  gainers  by  it.  It  mav  well  be  expected 
thai  less  evidence  will  satisfy  South  Carolina  that 
she  is  a  creditor  Slate,  than  New  Hampshire  that 
she  is  a  deblor;  and  more  efficacious  logic  mnst 
be  used  to  induce  the  latter  to  pay  seven  or  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  debt  of  the  former, 
than  to  persuade  the  former  to  put  that  burden  off 
her  own  shoulders  and  lay  it  upon  the  latter.  Let 
not  gentlemen  imagine  that  New  Hampshire, 
though  she  is  a  smaQ  State  and  of  no  great  im- 
portance in  the  Union,  patiently  submitted  to  the 
mjustice  of  the  former  assumption.  They  remon- 
strated ;  that  remonstrance  is  now  on  ^our  table. 
Why  did  they  complain  7  Because,  m  that  as- 
sumption, they  were  considered  as  the  greatest 
debtor  of  any  State  in  the  Union;  and  because 
they  were,  as  a  constituent  put  of  the  Union, 
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ad  Dpaa  to  pay  bstb*  or  eight  bundled  thou- 
i  dolUri  of  the  dcbtof  Sonth  CotoUna,  Mh- 
SMbnsetti,  Of  Mme  other  St&te.  Why  should  it 
be  uhea  foe  giuded,  thof  ask,  that  we  aie  a  debtor? 
What  documents  are  ^eatlenim  poswssed  af  thai 

ffBtifpHUoha«lppo8itl0ll1  Let  them  be  produced, 
the  opinioik  of  geudemen  who  hare  spcwen  with- 
in these  walls  aad  without,  is  to  be  relied  upon, 
rime  ia  scarce  a  State  in  ttre  Union  but  that  has 
doKe  &r  more  than  her  proportion;  ao  that  theie 
most  be  a  great  balance  due  to  each  State.  All 
ihn  lend*  to  show\  that  il  i*  nnicasanable  to  ex- 
peel  that  aof  one  State  will  patiently  submit  to  a 
measure  which  laJKs  that  for  granted  which  they 
do  not  b^ev«,  and  which  it  is  never  their  interest 
to  admit  There  nerer  was,  in  my  opinion,  but 
iMt  principle  which  oonld  justify  any  astomption 
prenoua  to  a  final  settlement,  and  that  was,  giring 
Tcltef  to  States  who  had  an^uestionably  contracted 
a  debt  mnoh  beyond  thou  just  proportiotij  and 
who  wire  groaning  beneath  the  buoden  of  that 
debt.  Whne  it  eoold  be  known  with  tolerable 
certainty  that  a  baUmee  would  be  finally  dne  to 
SBch  a  State,  much  might  be  eaid  in  favor  of  an- 
ticipating the  payment  of  it.  But  wu  this  the 
^aeifie  wtuek  governed )  Was  this  principle 
at  all  puTMUdl  Were  92^,000  assumed  from 
PaanaylTania,  bAcansa  she  wad  or  would  be  a  cre- 
ditoc  State,  or  beoaiue  dte  was  heavily  burdened 
with  debt?  WiUgeMlemenundenakHta  say  that 
any  prtnoiple  at  aU'Wae  adhered  to  in  the  aesump- 
tion?  Was  it  not  amete  bargain  and  sale  between 
certain  Statae  who  were  interested,  that  an  as- 
Bnmpticm  should  take  plaee)  and  who^  provided 
they<  eoold  be  only  exonerated  fron  their  own 
debt,  w«nU  not  stick  at  any  means  to  acconpUsb 
so  deaiiaUe  a  thing  1  Was  it  not  at  the  expense 
»f  jiuticB,  and  at  the  expense  of  certain  States, 
patitiealariy  at  the  expanse  of  the  Slate  1  repre- 
sent ?  If  the  States  who  had  the  largest  portion 
of  debt  to  straggle  with,  at  the  adopiioa  of  the 
•reeent  Gonatitntton,  were  to  be  reliciTcd,  sneh  re- 
lief vi^rt  have  been  afforded  without  any  liola- 
tk»  of  the  prinei|dei  of  juatiee  and  eqaality.  Th« 
United  Stales  might  hare  afforded  a  temporary 
rdie^  till  the  accoonts  were  settled;  or,  if  it  was 
thought  best  to  assame  the  babncet  dne  from  thoae 
States  to  thair  ereditora,  a  proportionate  anm — 
which  ia  what  I  now  advocate — nould  have  been 
aasiuaed  fVom  every  other  State.  The  United 
States  DCtdd  never  advance  a  snra  to  any  one  Slate 
wUhent  advancing  a  pnipiHiioiiate  one  to  every 
other  State,  withmti  at  the  same  time  declaring 
that  the  one  had  better  pretensions  to  such  a  grant 
than  the  other.  And  what  can  authorize  such  a 
declaMIMnI  IknowofDadataon  which  to  found 
It  A  gcntleaoan  from  Maaaaahosens  objects  to 
this;  ha  nyslhis'WouldgTeatlv  increase  the  public 
debt, and  haappCBTs  now  to  DC  a  great  enemy  to 
anch  an  increase.  When  thia  a^nnaent  was  urged 
agaann  aay  assumption,  it  wna  treated  with  great 
contam)^  It  leema.  however,  that  sentMinen 
have  BO  obieeliea  to  increasing  the  put£c  debt,  as 
far  as  the  debts  of  their  respective  States  will  do 
it.  They  do  not  wish  to  go  further  They  are 
againat  aecuntuluittg  the  pvUie  debt,  if  dtey  are 


I  to  have  the  whofe  tNBefti  cf  it    B*  dMf  aa* 

&vor  of  an  Bsenmi]tion,tbey  shonld  be  iB'fanr 
of  an  equal  one.  Some  geotlcBten  haw  laksB 
much  pains  to  convince  us  tbi  ibe  cinze^of 
their  States  are  zealous  for  the  meaavre.  I  a^ 
not  dis^Hjsed  to  donbt  it ;  if  they  can  linve  their 
hardens  taken  from  their  own  shottUerB,aad  placetl 
upon  their  neighbors',  it  is  not  to  be  expected  thaa 
they  shmiU  complain.  But  beeause  tne  wiaacBB 
are  pleased,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  the  kaeia 
are  pleased  loo.  Bat  we  ate  Wd  that  the  inequali- 
ties of  both  Bssumptkms  will  be  remedied  bf  the 
settlement  Who,  is  it  expected,  will  be  deeeaved 
by  this  Slate  dericel  Ifithereianyoneao^BocaDlf 
What  ii  it  but  saying,  futmiL  to  injustice  ntnr, 
and  we  will  redress  ithereaAo.  Only  be  bo  kind 
as  to  acknowledge  now  that  you  are  a  debtcir  BtaMy 
and  we  will  be  much  obliged  to  you;  and  if  it 
should  taro'  oat,  on  seidement  of  accounts,  that 
you  have  been  paving  oar  debts  for  to,  we  'wiU 
then  repay  yon.  But  do  not  liese  stmc  panonB 
tell  us,tbat  Oieaccountsnevuiwillhescttted;  oc, 
if  they  are,  that  balances  nererwiU  be  paid  or  ve- 
ceived.  I  believe  it  I  oonsidev  thia  asannifiMM 
Hs  signing  the  death-warrant  <ii  the  aetdemenl  «f 
accoonts  Therefiore,  let  the  aGsampdonbeevnt. 
Jf  any  take  place  at  this  time,  I  h(^  it  will  oe  a 
just  and  equal  one;  nay, more,  that  it  vrill  redress 
the  inequalities  of  the  iorwats  one;  and  that  the 
States  who  have  laid  heavy  bntdtne  on  their  eit^' 
zen8,will  notbepunished  for  their  landablczealai 
extinguishing  tbeir  debts,  but  thatthey  wiU  at  Icaot 
fare  as  well  as  those  who  have  made  no  such  exr 
ertimiH.  In  one  word,  I  am  against  any  astunn- 
tion;  but  if  any  assumption  obUtin,  asit  caBootbe 
known  which  State  is  debtiv  at  which  creditor, 
let  the  sums  sssamed  from  each  be  equal,  that  is, 
according  to  their  reapeotive  nuiabera. 

Mr.  BALnvmi  said,  he  was  not  in  the  aitontieB 
just  conutlained  of,  the  Hepreaentative  of  a  Statey 
the  wholeafwlusedebthadbeen  before  assumed, 
and  iherefbre  pMees^  in  opposing  any  far^ei 
assump^on.  He  was  from  a  State,  the  batf  ef 
whose  debt  was  not  beftne  aammed,  and  diey  were 
not  consoled  bjr  obeerving,  that  fonr-4fths  waa  a> 
sumed  for  dieir  next  neighbor,  neidier  waa  it  a 
sduary  inatanee  rf  treatment,  aueh  as  had  mat 
been  expected  from  that  House.  He  did  not  indul^ 
the  habit  of  coini^auiing;  bat  he  felt  it  to  be  hia 
datj  to  remember  them,  and  the  people  frcM 
which  be  came  could  not  easily  forget  lAem.  He 
waa  however  of  opinion  that  these  evils  woitld  not 
be  coreeoted  by  a  general  assumptioD,  on  minci- 
^ee  so  nngovernable  as  were  contained  in  the  p»- 
positi«B0WuiiderconsideiBCion,  and  that  it  would 
administer  injury  rather  than  relief. 

Each  State  had  been  made  debtor  for  the  eom 
assumed,  and  as  the  Oeneral  Board  of  Commis- 
sionenforsettUngall  acootHrtabetween  the  United 
States  and  individual  States,  had  reported  that  the 
whole  would  he  finished  in  little  more  than  a  y«ar 
from  Hua  time,  he  was  of  opiniim  il  would  cive 
mnch  men  eSectnal  relief  to  the  Slates  which 
had  been  injured  in  the  apportionment  of  the 
former  assumption,  and  npon  principles  much  lea 
injurious  than  the  general  and  promisouons  a^ 
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aWHBjptioit,  wbioh  wnaU  b«  tkacffHt  of  die  freaaat 
pnMpesiiioD. 

As  the  aubjeet  wac  ■«  now  before  th«  HMue, 
his  (^innn  npoo  it  in  graentl  had  been  often  ex- 
pleased.    BrenU  had  muab  oonfinaed  his  fonner 
opiaiooM  on  the  eoti^ect,  and  he  was  mote  than  ef<er 
eOBrrinced  of  iu  pernicious  efieets.    Thi«  Qovem- 
i»i«iit,   said  he.  ii  not  ealonlaied  lo  b««T  a  heaTj 
bardan,  it  is  pat  to  its  worst  nae  when  it  is  pat  to 
Ihmit  use,  it  snows  the  Govennnent  to  the  greatest 
diiMlvanlaffe.    The  gmreal  BMional  powers,  ihe 
irant  of  'which  was  so  much  c<»nplained  of  before 
the  inacitntioa  of  i^  appear,  from  the  experiment, 
•»  i>»  more  ea«f  and  manageable  than  was  expeet- 
.  ed>     When  oumdered  as  a  great  society,  msti- 
toted  by  BovereigniieB  to  cut  off  the  causes  of  wai 
■BMing  themsdves,  and  to  d^berate  on  general 
national  coaoerns  which  could  be  not  otaerwise 
prcmded  foi— it  is  an  experiment  honorable  to 
Mman  nature,  and  is  as  useful  an  extent  of  the 
•oeiai  prinoiple  as  the  institution  of  society  orer 
individuals  for  the  supply  of  ^eir  wants,  sad  to 
BTe^eitt    iadividnal  slaughter  and  eamage.     Its 
fiiends  ha*e  had  great  reason  to  promise  them- 
selves Bocoeas  lo  the  mp^iment,  if  there  can  be  a 
dae  moderation  in  administering  it,  in  confining  it 
to  those  objects  for  which  it  was  alone  inienaed. 
Bat,  if  any  one  supposes  that  thu  Oevemment 
BUty  be  made  to  answer  the  purposes,  and  be  put 
to  the  same  uses  as  coramoa  GoremmentE,  and  be 
administered  upon  the  same  principles,  it  gives 
reaBon  to  believe  thai  he  is  eith»  wicked  in  his 
iDtentioas,  or  that  his  mind  has  never  eompre- 
liended  the  subject.  Gteneral  <]DeEttDas  of  boundary, 
of  war,   and  peace,  regrilations  of  commerce,  a 
moderate  and  general  impost  for  the  immediate 
support  of  the  OoTemmeot.  might  be  decided  in 
a  manner  that  wotild  reflect  konor  <m  the  Oovers- 
Bient  and  to  the  satirikction  of  the  pec^le.    Bat 
aecamolate  an  enormous  public  debt,  and  let  this 
Qoveininent  be  called  to  tne  odions  task  of  apply- 
ing to  the  individnal  citizens  for  a  heavy  tax,  and 
you  will  th«i  see  the  structure  of  the  G<rrenimeat 
to  the  greatest  possible  disadvantage.    It  is  bettet 
suited  to  any  thing  than  that.  It  ought  to  be  dirse^- 
ed  to  sneh  a  use  with  the  mmt  extreme  and  cati- 
dotiE  reluctance.  Probably  it  will  be  found,  in  the 
Battire  of  things,  impo«siUe  that  it  should  be  well 
adjusted  to  such  use.    To  raise  a  heavy  tax,  there 
might  to  be  a  great  similarity  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  ^isoDS  on  whom  it  is  to  operate.    If  the 
bvrden  is  not  equal,  it  must  be  in  some  i»ri8  emelly 
Oppressive.  The  first  object,  in  attempting  a  heavy 
tax  is,  to  be  sure  that  it  will  be  eqoal ;  otherwise, 
some  will  be  crowded  to  their  deatroction,  while 
others  are  exulting  in  prosperity,  and  feel  no  tnip- 
den  at  all.    There  is  such  a  dissimilarity  in  the 
interests  and  ciccnmstances  of  the  extensive  coim- 
try  over  which  this  Government  is  to  operate, 
diat  it  will  be  scarcely  possible  to  adinst  heavy 
hardens  to  any  tolerable  equality.    The  iriiw 
cnirent  of  experience  in  society  forbids  theexpeet- 
ation.    Even  some  of  the  States  had  found  their 
limits  too  large  to  preserve  the  necessary  equality 
in  their  own  revenue  systems.    And  to  snmose 
that  thia  Qoveniment  ^ould  be  aUe  to  hear  bar- 


d«Ds  in  dte.  same  ppopoitiim  to  in  sb«,  withoat 
intolenble  apprtiaon,  is  famdcd  neither  ia  good 
sense  nor  experiaaec 

This  view  of  tlie  subjeet  s^ipoaes  the  nost 
h^est  disposition  io  endeavoring  to  make  the 
burdens  as  equal  as  possible.  Bat  ao  inpoitant 
viaw  of  it,  which  ought  to  be  taken  on  thu  ocoa- 
sioD,  is,  that  dicrre  i*  BDoh  less  security  for  an  hat- 
nesty  of  di^oeiticm  m  laying  the  bnrdens.  The 
circumstaace*  of  the  persons  who  make  the  laws, 
and  of  those  on  whom  tbey  operate,  ought  to  be 
closely  connected,  and  Ihoroi^fhly  in  tM  view  i^ 
each  other.  The  momeitt  they  get  so  far  disse- 
vered as  not  to  be  known  aad  iett  by  eaeh  otbev, 
seearity  against  oppression  is  gone.  In  this  Oik 
vemment  there  can  be  but  a  niers  shadow  of  r»- 
preseaXation.  In  muiy  instaneeaiMX  mere  that 
one  for  a  hundred  miles  iqtiare.    They  for  a  great 


their  circumetanoe*  at  liome,  caanet 
Iv  aoqnaintad  with  ihwr  cendoet,  soaa  to  j«dg«of 
the  motives  by  which  tker  are  govemea.  And 
they  vrho  are  witaesses  of  their  eondact  in  the 
Qovei nmeot,  do  not  knew-  dieir  ciroumstanoes  at 
home }  so  that  men  may  feel  themselves  at  greater 
liberty  to  indulge  impoper  passieiiB,  than  they 
would  if  both  their  eirawattaaces  and  their  ooa- 
daet  wem  imder  the  iauaedtMe  netioe  ot  their 
constitnents,  and  thus  the  motives  by  which  they 
were  ^vernedon  every  ocoaeion  eootd  be  eanly 
explained.  On  the  general  nati(«al  subjeets, 
which  are  their  more  immediate  {nnvince,  there 
wo^d  be  less  danger  from  this  oaase,  as  tbey 
would  ptesent  fewer  objects  for  individaal  paa- 
sions.  But,  in  the  eoUeotioD  andmaaagemeat  of 
vast  revenues  and  their  necessary  conoomitants, 
there  are  the  strongest  lures  to  impit^r  eonduet. 
The  love  of  power  and  property  are  two  fierce 
passien*  of  natnre,  Trfiieh  if  tbey  eaa  be  indulged 
without  any  loss  of  repotatioB,  or  even  wilboat 
the  fear  of  detection,  wUl  besuFe,in  all  ooaMties, 
to  make  havoc  at  the  bappinen  and  righn  of  men. 
He  did  not  pretend  that  it  waa  possible  altcgethei 
to  avoid  this  senroe  of  dnagw.  The  Govemneat 
cannot  be  carried  on  without  retetuves;  they  bad 
been  provided  to  a  pntty  large  extant  on  its  first 
commeneement,  by  general  regulatione,  whidi 
aj^eared  vo  have  been  tolerably  sati^ustory  to  the 
community. 

They  who  agreed  with  him  intfae  geaentleb- 
servattoBs  whi«k  he  had  made,  mustaUoer  that 
they  were  substantial  reasons  against  dM  iwepaei- 
tioson  the  table,  and  that  those  debts  on^t  to  be 
left  upon  the  States,  rather  than  he  asnined  by 
the  present  Qovemtnent. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  general  assamyttoo,  not  only 
reconciled  very  il)  to  the  natureof  the  Qovemnent, 
as  he  had  shown,  but  it  also  reconeiled  ai  illy  to  the 
circumstanees  of  the  country.  It  was,  in  its  very 
natar^  dengned  to  draw  off  Vniness  and  pnperty 
from  tne  different  States,  and  unite  them  in  one 
great  vortex  at  the  centre.  This  is  an  evil  which 
appears  to  have  been  most  catibonsly  guarded 
against  in  every  part  of  the  Constitution.  How 
many  ehecks  and  guards  show  thuoselvee  in  every 
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pftTt,  to  keep  up  the  equ&litjr  of  Slates,  to  prevent 
the  combination  of  strong  intereats  in  giving  spe- 
cial advantages,  and  that  there  should  be  no  pre- 
Terence  for  the  ucrease  of  the  ports  of  one  State 
oret  those  of  another.  No  one  can  look  over  the 
principles  of  the  Union  without  seeing  this  to  be 
the  greal  and  striking  feature  of  the  whole  States 
possessing  equal  powers,  feeling  and  being  strongly 
attached  Eo  their  own  advantages,  and,  like  indi- 
viduals in  forming  a  society,  giving  them  up  with 
reluctance,  and  only  such  as  appeared  indispen- 
sable to  the  protection  of  the  rest. 

The  present  object  seems  to  be  to  construct  a 
huge,  gigantic  organization  at  the  centre,  which 
shall  collect  all  the  vital  fluids,  to  strengthen  and 
enlarge  those  parts,  without  any  meaas  of  propel- 
ling a  circulation  in  return  to  keep  up  the  prlnci' 
pies  of  life  in  the  extremes  of  the  body.  The 
very  figure  is  monstrous.  A  State  centre  and  a 
State  ornnization,  which  it  is  the  avowed  inten- 
tion of  the  present  systeni  to  reduce,  and  as  far  as 
pcHsibie  to  do  away,  is  necessary  to  preserve  the 
principles  of  life  in  them.  The  collection  of  a 
revenue  in  the  States,  and  the  circtdation  of  it 
among  their  people,  is  not  only  necessary  to  their 
health,  hut  it  is  necessary  to  their  existence;  and 
thejr  who  avow  their  opposition  to  it  are  seeking 
their  destruction.  The  mstance  which  had  been 
mentioned  of  a  distant  State  paying  mote  than 
half  a  million  of  dollars  in  a  year,  which  had  been 
sent  on  to  the  General  Treasury,  without  scarcely 
any  call  on  the  Qovernment  to  receive  any  part 
of  it  in  return,  struck  him  very  forcibly,  and  the 
more  forcibly,  as  the  same  impression  had  been 
made  upon  him  from  his  own  State.  Ooe  of  their 
ports,  he  said,  would  probably  this  year  pay  into 
the  Treasury  forty  thousand  dollars ;  and,  except 
the  accidental  circumstance  of  there  being  at  this 
time  some  companies  of  the  Federal  troops  in 
that  State,  who  might  receive  their  pay  there,  he 
knew  no  cause  which  could  have  prevented  the 
actual  sending  of  almost  the  whole  of  that  sum  in 
specie  to  this  place ;  which,  if  it  were  to  take 
place  every  year,  and  increased  in  the  manner  as 
IS  now  proposed,  would  soon  drain  them  of  all  the 
medium  by  which  business  is  to  be  transacted. 

The  circulating  medium  in  society  has  been 
aptly  slvled  the  oil  of  the  machine  wnicb  lubri- 
cates all  ils  motions.    Adopt  a  system  which  shall 
entirely  prevent  the  supply  of  it,  and  the  motio 
cannot  be  easy ;  when  the  solid  parts  are  left 

Sind  against  each  other,  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
at  the  machine  should  long  remain  cool. 
Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  take  a  view  of  the  subject 
on  the  grounds  which  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of 
the  proposition  had  themselves  taken,  that  the 
general  assumption  must  intend  either  taking  up 
all  the  debts  of  the  States,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  cause  for  which  they  were  contracted, 
or  there  must  be  some  process  to  distinguish  those 
that  were  contracted  lor  the  purpose  of  carrying 

He  could  not  suppose  tliat  any  person  could  be 
serious  in  maintaining  that  all  the  debts  of  the 
States,  contracted  foi  the  support  of  their  Go- 
vernors, or  Slate  Legislatures,  or  for  any  other 


State  purposes,  ought  to  be  assumed  by  the  United 
States.  It  had  been  the  universal  principle,  iram 
the  first  contracting  of  the  debts,  that  a  distinction 
ought  to  be  made  between  what  was  contracted 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war  and  what 
was  not.  He  then  reviewed  the  systems  of  the 
old  Congress  on  that  subject,  and  showed  how 
they  had  at  the  time  assumed  the  claims  of  the 
States  as  the  expenses  were  incurred,  and  passed 
cular  resolutions  for  their  liquidation,  putting 
ihem  on  interest  upon  the  general  funds,  wbico 
vas  then  called  funding  them. 

Congress  was  continually  extending  their  aa- 
;umption  by  particular  resolutions,  founded  ob 
ihe  nature  oTeach  particular  case,  and,  by  the 
agency  of  Commissioners  invested  with  chancery 
powers,  to  enter  most  summarily  into  all  the 
equitable  considerations  attending  the  particular 
applications.  For  several  years  aher  the  close  of 
the  war.  till  they  supposed  they  had  assumed 
nearly  all  that  ought  to  be  assumed,  some  feir 
cases  they  had  lell  undetermined,  as  the  Penob- 
scot expedition,  dbc.  That  there  might  not  be 
left  the  least  color  for  any  complaint  on  the  part 
of  the  States  that  Congress  was  reluctant  in  as- 
suming any  debta  which  had  been  contracted  for 
carrying  on  the  war,  in  the  year  1786  they  ap- 
pointed a  General  Board  of  Commissioners,  with 
ample  powers  to  assume  all  debts  which  might 
be  still  remaininjg,  which,  upon  the  principles  of 
equity  and  conscience,  they  might  think  oueht  to 
be  assumed.  It  wilt  be  seen  by  the  Jouriuu  thai 
this  passed  tmanimously,  and  appeared  to  give 
universal  satisfaction,  carrving  the  principle  as 
far  as  it  ought  to  be  carried.  The  whole  of  this 
process  has  been  founded  on  the  universal  impres- 
sion that  a  distinction  ought  to  be  made  between 
the  debts  incurred  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  on 
the  war  and  debts  contracted  merely  for  State 

There  has  been  immense  labor  for  these  ten  or 
twelve  years  past,  at  an  expense  not  much  dart 
of  a  million  of  dollars,  in  liquidating  and  distin- 
guishing the  proper  debt  of  the  United  States. 
The  House  had  been  officially  informed  that  the 
business  was  now  near  a  close,  and  that  the  whole 
would  be  finished  in  a  short  time.  Can  any  one, 
he  asked,  after  all  this,  be  hardy  enough  to  mtend 
that  the  United  States  should  be  plunged  under 
the  promiscuous  debts  of  the  States,  regardless  of 
all  distinction  7 

He  was  sensible  that  the  proposition  under  de- 
bate professed  to  regard  the  principle,  and  con- 
tained a  proviso,  that  no  State  certificates  should 
be  assumed  which  on  the  face  of  them  appeared  to 
have  been  issued  for  any  other  purpose  than  carry- 
ing on  the  war.  But  it  was  in  vain  that  it  con- 
tamed  the  principle,  if  it  was  accompanied  with  no 
mode  of  carrying  it  into  effect.  From  (bat  cause, 
he  supposed,  there  was  some  reason  to  suspect  the 
sincerity  of^  the  intention.  He  believed  there 
could  sot  be  devised  a  mode  for  carrying  the  prin- 
ciple into  effect  more  summary  and  complete  than 
that  which  was  now  in  operation,  and  so  near  its 
close,  imder  the  General  Board  of  Commissioners. 
They  had  power  and  evidence  to  distinguish  the 
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pTOpet  d^ts;  they  vnuld  strike  tbe  balance  in 
laTor  of  the  States  who  were  actnaUy  in  Eidvance, 
xaA  then  no  one  could  objeet  to  asKuming  it. 

He  Vas  thus  patticuldr  on  this  part,  beoause 
some  gentlemen  had  taken  the  libert/  to  place  it, 
in  some  respects,  in  an  uafair  view.  Tiw  former 
asmmptioa  had  not  been  contended  for  as  acce»> 
sary  to  the  final  attatninent  of  justioe.  There 
waa  BO  doubt  of  a  complete  attaiomenl  of  iosiice 
on  striking  the  balance  of  the  accomits  undet  the 
sntem  which  has  been  described.-  Bat  some  of 
the  States  complained  of  the  present  pressure  of 
their  enormous  debts,  and,  in  oonfideUce  of  a. 
large  bctlance  appeariag  in  their  faror,  begged  a 
part  payment  in  adTance,  to  be  receircd  on  ac- 
count, for  their  imntediate  relief.  On  these 
grounds  oul^  bed  the  fbrmer  assumptjou  taken 
place.  It  was  presumed  that  enoogh  was  left  in 
arrears  to  secure  an  adherence  to  an  impartial 


such  a  raiidom  aiaamption.  In 
argument  vfaich  jirodnced  the  former  assumptiQii 
fanes  all  its  force  on  the  present  ooceaion.  It  will 
be  difficult  to  conceire  that  the  little  fraction  of 
d^bt  left  on  the  States  is  a  burden  to  much  more 
enormous  than  the  whole  war  that  it  caimot  be 
stipported  a  tew  m<»ths  till  there  is  a  settlement 
of  the  aecounti.  If  the  Assumption  should,  in  any 
^stance,  be  made  to  exceed  the  amount  of  (he 
(daima,  it  will  be  ptoduclive  of  great  discontent 
and  embarrassment ;  when  it  approachies  near  the 
balance  of  the  claim  it  is  foregoing  the  eeeurity 
for  the  final  settlement  of  aceounH.  ha  this  gene~ 
ibI  settlement  of  the  accounts  bad  been  contiua- 
ally  regarded  during  the  whole  of  the  wai,  as  the 
minds  of  the  citizens  had  been  reconciLed  to  quotas 
a«d  requisitions  made  on  very  slight  ijiformati<m, 
merely  by  being  led  to  expect  jusiiice  from  that 
erent,  and  as  it  was  the.basis  on  whioh  alone  onr 
proceedings  since  could  be  explaaed,  he  thought 
there  aliouhl  be  some  care  not  to  makait  the  in- 
terest of  any  to  wish  thai  it  should  be  relin- 
qnisbed.  « 

Mr,  FiKDLEY  eaid,  during  the  pragress  of  tbe 
discussim  in  simport  of  Uie  reatdution,  it  has  been 
jn«sumed  by  all  tbe  gentlemen  on  that  side  ni  the 
^esdon,  that  the  irraleemable  principle  ingT»fied 
OD  the  Fundiu  Syslem,  was  an  equivalent  iot 
deferring  one-ibird  of  the  debt  for  ten  yeara.  Id 
short  that  it  was  equal  to  tbe  original  contract; 
oonaequeolly,  that  uie  Funding  System,  includiof 
tbe  irredeemable  quality,  was  a  luL  discWge  of 
the  original  obligaiioos,  and  that  the  ameodment 
now  under  debate,  if  adopted,  would  be  a  breach 
of  the  original  contract,  and  would  operate  un- 
justly towards  the  public  creditors. 

In  all  trafiSBCtions  in  public  life  wherein  I  have 
been  engaged^  and  (be  public  creditors  cracernad, 
I  have  steadily  attended  to  theii  honest  ckims, 
and  supported  their  interests,  agreeably  to  the 
priikciples  of  the  Qovernment,  In  this  1  have 
acted  with  the  same  industry  and  zeal  that  1  have 
exercised  in  contributing  to  accomidish  the  Revo- 
lution, from  which  these  claims  originated.  I 
have  been  attentive  to  the  present  Funding  Sys- 
tem, in  its  progreM  to  existence,  and  in  its  opeia- 
.  8d  CoH.— 18 


and- effects ;  and  I  did,  and  still  do,  believe 
that  the  irredeemable  principle  was  bo  equivalent 
for  the  departure  from  tbe  original  eontraet.  I 
am  also  perOiaded,  that  it  is  iuconsistnit  with  the 
original  contract,  and  eoatrary  to  the  t»rinoiple«  of 
tbe  CdnslitatLon,  and  ansuitable  to  our  political 
ctrcumstaaees.  With  respect  to  the  first,  I  know 
of  no  law  existing  in  uiy  ot  the  States,  whneby 
a  debt  wbioh  the  creditor  can  only  recover  at  a 
distant  period,  and  in  very  small  instalments,  is 
rendered  more- valuable  iban  a  right  to  recover  it 

deiBBBd,  and  all  at  one  time.  IHsposing  of 
prop^ty^  to  be  paid  for  in  instalments,  and  at  a  dis- 
tant penod,  is  common  in  thiSi  country  ;  but  in 
that  case,  tbe  privilege  is  supposed  to  be  enjoyed 
by  the  d^ior,  fer  which  he  always  pays  a  higher 
price.  Toprestlmetbatputtingamaii'sjustclaims 
'"  prompt  pdvment  out  of  his  own  power,  except 

such  small  portions  and' distant  periods  as  he 
caimot  reaetmaBly  calculate  upon  receiving  in  the 
course  of  one  generation,  nor  to  such  an  amount 
at  any  one  lime  as  can  be  applied  to  any  valuable 

C^ase,  is  presuming  contrary  to  reason,  to  the 
sand  usages  of  the  United  States. 
But  it  may  be  answered,  that  tbe  public  credit- 
ors, as  a  party  i&  the  contract  had  aright  toagree 
to  such  terms,  if  they  pleased ;  and.  that  they  did 
agree  to  them,  is,  by  ibeir  acceptance  in  subscrib- 
ing to  the  loan,  testified.-  It  is  not  pretended  that 
the  terms  were  proposed  by  tbe  public  creditors ; 
so  far  from  -  this,  it  is  well  known  that  many  of 
them  remonstrated  against  the  terras  of  the  Fund- 
ing System,  and  gave  an  ample  testimony  against 
the  iiredeemaUe  quality  bdug  an  e^iva^nt  for 
defetriuK  i  or,  in  other  words,  lowenug  the  inte- 
rest of  ^e  debt. 

Their  acceptance  of  the^  terms  is  no  [woof  of 
tbeit  vd*nt4ry  approbation;  it  waa  not  optional 
to  themoBimpOTtialin'ound,  Provision  was  made 
for  the  interest  for  fiReen  yevrs,  and  the  obliga- 
tiou  made  perpetual  in  favor  of  those  who  sob- 
scribed ;  and,  ill  am  not  mittaken,  the  provision 
was  aflerwaids  made  perpetual ;  and  what  was 
tbe  alternative  io  laror  ^  those  who  did  not  ac- 
c^f  ^i^y,  l^ey  had  a  provision  of  four  pet' 
cent  made  for  one  year  only,  without  any  obliga- 
titm  foi  continuing  that  prorisitm^  and  without 
ialere^  upon  their  interest,  as  (faoee  who  sub* 
scribe  have;  and  so  recent  and  striking  an  in- 
stanee  before .  them  of  disregard  to  tbe  original 
obligation,  both  in  matter  and  fbnn,  as  is  witnessed 
in  the  Fuading  law,  was  e  discouraging  circum- 
stance to  those  who  would  hare  ouerwise  pre- 
ferred resting  their  dum  upon  that  croand.  In 
this  siuwtioo,  iateresi  and  neoeasity  dictated  the 
prt^ety  of  accepting  ibe  terms  of  the  Funding 
System,  not  as  an  equiralNit  for  their  claims,  but 
as  the  best  ttler  could  get.  That  the  original 
holders  accepted  with  reluctance,  and  remon- 
sLiated,  we  know :  that  many  of  that  description, 
as  well  as  foreigners, did  not  accept  at  all,  is  evident 
from  the  question  before  us.  The  parties,  there- 
fore, were  too  unequal  for  a  contest,  and  the  terms 
were  too  unequal,  with  respect  to  security,  to  r«D> 
der  the  acceptance  a  proof  of  approbatitm.  Ilhe 
iriuh  is,  that  the  irredeemable  quality  a^an 
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jact  of  apecnlalion,  wliioh  mi^t  dvav  the  alten- 
tton  of  paiMBs  in  tkoie  counUiea  wbete,  from  tin 


supembuDduKie  of  specie  capital, 
tioaal  de^ts,  and  long  haUts  in  stock-jabbing  specu- 
latioU'ii  became  a  science.  To  promote  this,  the 
umtatuni  and  botbI  dietroction  of  parts,  wiiich 
had  BO  foimdatitHi  io.  the  contract,  uid  a  vatiely 
aad  neMHsary  fluoluation  in  the  comparative  ToLae 
was  intxoduced.  Thta.dietiDcuon  and  yatiety  Taa 
-well  adapted  to  be  an  inducement  to  the  mnito- 
riouis  public  creditoiB,  -especiaily  inch  of  them  as 
raided  in  the  couiury,  lo  |«n  with  their  cottifi- 

The  two-thirds  of  ino-lhiida,ihe  sia  perceuts., 
tbe  three  per  cents.,  defened  debt,  Ac.,  all  dn  one 
certi&CHie,  whJc^  the  farmer  received,  OTiginally 
with  an  oblioaUoo  timply  of  six  per  cent,  upon 
the  pdocipal,  oBtil  it  vas  paid,  ie  so  mucb  ha- 
joud  bis  ' comprehension,  that  he  prefers  paxting 
with  it  to  keeping  il  on  terms  which  he  does  not 
understand,  and  which  he  coaoeiTes  may,  with 
ei]ual  ease,  be  ohanged  again  by  the  same  autho- 
rity into  other  and  more  uninuU^ble  varietEes. 
To  this  end,  it  conespwided  to  Bdntration.  Pew, 


One  leading  advanlage  which  the  piomotccs  of 
the  Funding  System  sngg^ested  that  would  arise 
from  its  Dpeiatioi),  was  a  ciroulation  of  the  leve- 
Does  to  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  country,  in 
payment'Of  interest,  which  had  been  previously 
dfawD  into  the  Treasury  by  duties,  and  had  the 
syEiem  been  adapted  to  the  gcnins  and  circum- 
stances of  the  people  of  the  United  Btates.  this  no 
doubt  would  have  been  its  effect,  and  in  tnis  way 
a  benefictH.!  balance  of  circulatuig  specie  would 
have  been  wpported.  It  was  also  suggested,  thai 
the  oeitificBtes  when  appreciated,  would  assume 
the  form  and  use  of  a  circulating  medium,  and  in 
tbis  wa][  -be  as  a  substitute  for  money,  promote  the 
purehaoing  of  land,  im|iroving  the  eomitry,  and 
give  a  general  spring'  to  industry ;  and  this  salutary 
effect  a  Funding  Syatero,  caJculatad  and  guanded 
suitably  for  that  purpose,  jnight  also  have  had. 
But  tiiese  impoftastconseqoencesha've  been  com- 
pietel^  defeated  bv  the  iiMdeemabiliiy  and  other 
paculiaritieB  of  Uie  Pundinf  System;  that  the 
FuDdni^  Bystfan  was  calculated  to  be  a  CeM  for 
*pec*^t»n,  wai  the  general  opinion  of  people  of 
reflection  when  it  was  origiitat«d.  And  what  has 
been  the  effects  of  its  operaiiotr?  Why,  it  has  in- 
tiDduced  the  most  extravagant  combinaiions.  pro- 
moted ifietitious  eredits,  ana  by  giTiog  a  fiieihty  Co 
•took-jobbitig,  in  all  its  varied  ^ms,  has  become 
Mieoonuous  and  ruinous  snare.  It  has  occasioned 
many  of  the  most  enterprising  characters  to  desert 
tbe  Qseful  paths  of  industry ;  ^fsipation,  gambling 
(Xtiavagant  projects  and  extravagant  modes  of 
life,  are  pcomoted  to  such  a  degree  as  to  be  rnin- 
ousito  ourmorak  and  degrading  to  our  national 
ohataoter.  Wealth  hastily  gotten,  wrthout  in- 
4ttstrr,  has  changed  the  nadei  of  society,  and 
aHcledanewwidformidaUeiDleTestin'dieCom- 
BOWmalxh.    One  xmk  we  behold  fortunes  risii^ 


like«xlMkitiQiia,aitd  the  price  of  ftoeks  Ugwn^qp 
above  all  rtsasonabie  cakuUtiini ;  but  perhkpste- 
fore  the  next  w«ek  acciree,  we  find  the  slocks 
fallen  a  fourth  or  a£ith, and  disappointment,  baiA- 
luptcy,  and  stagnation  of  the  moet  osetid  btaficltc» 
ofctimmerce,spreadiQg(»«iEteTnati(«iiip' and  wide, 
and  the  tales  of  villany  and  eonsequeBt  divtseas 
swell  up  the  news  of  the  day.  Tboiuh  1  have  not 
cfaanged  my  opinion  of  the  Funding  oystem,  sibcc 
it  made  its  appearance,  yet  I  confess  its  delusotr 
aad  ensnaring  progress  has  bean  more  rapid,  the 
bubbles  have  sprung  up  and  burst  io  gMatei 
variety  and  id  qtiicker  succession  than  I  expected. 
.QeOeral 'Confidence  and  contentment  among-  the 
citizens  Iws  not  been  among  the  effects  prodiieed 
bj  th&  irfedeemabilitr,  and  ihe  cconplex  and  mys- 
teriraiE  fbuqa  of  the  Fundi  neSy  stem. 

A  principal  advantage  the  Funding  System  wb> 
to  pKiduce,  was,  ihe  lowering  the  rate  of  iBt««st 
for  money;  indeed  this  was  the  principle  a|>Mi 
whidi  it  was  supposed  to  be  calcuUted;  it  was  to 
reduce  the  rate  of  interest  to  five  or  even  four  per 
cent,  by  its  beneficial  operation  as  e  ciiculating 
medium,  &c.  1  a^  sir,  has  it  had  this  effect?  Nt^ 
itlias  not^Wthe  reverse,  i acknowledge certii- 
cates  have  been  putebased  at  a  rate  that  wtHild  not 
afford  five  per  cent,  upon  the  price  givenfor  tbem, 
and  that  eren  after  they  were  above  par;  but  at 
the  same  time  the  rate  of  negotiable  interest  rose 
to  an  usurious  height.  No  such  instance  of  usutr 
was  heard  of  in  this  country  at  Bi\y  former  perioa, 
(except  in  the  tisies  of  general  distress  and  bank- 
ruptcy occasioned  by  old  debts,  losses  in  the  conne 
of  the  war,  and  an  over^mpottation  of  goods  tec 
the  coQclusicm  of  the  war)  and  this  has  not  beea 
incidental,  but  the  native  effect  of  the  system. 
Negotiable  interest  has  risen  too  high  tor  the  sc^ 

Eurposes  of  comnierce,  and  capital,  and  attentioB 
ave  been  withdrawn  uom  it  by  the  baubles  of  die 
limes;  and  by  the  prevailing  fluctuations  in  the 
fvnds  and  private  credit,  tfae  regular  circtilalion  of 
etvdit  and  cash  suited  to  commercial  purposesate 
obstructed.  However,Idano(denybutihat  import- 
ationsaretoasfreat  amount  Bsever.  I  believe  the 
amount  is  too  ^cat  for  the  public  good,  but  this  u 
notthereetili  ofithe  quantity,  or  hi^  price  of  onr 
sports,  but  it  is  the  return  foronr  certificates  trana- 
ferTSdtoforBigneiE,  to  whom  theyaie  in  Ihe  more 
esteem  because  of  that  irredeemable  quality  to 
which  I  object.  In  eonsequ^ce  of  this,  we  be- 
come tributaries  to  foreigners,  over  whom  we  have 
no  control,  and  from  whose  weal^  we  can  derive 
no  advantage.  Thiaevilhasalready  pievailedma 
neat  degree,  and  by  the  present  system  can  neither 
be  remMied  nor  prevented. 

I  have  said  that  the  Funding  System  -ie  inoon- 
sistentwitfa  tfce  original  contract.  This  is  evi- 
dent from  all  its  complex  and  mysterious  diviatoi 
of  parts  and  difference  of  value,  which  bad  na 
foundation  in  the  original  obligatioit.  Many  ii»- 
staoces  of  this  tnight  be  adduced,  but  1  will  only 
select  one.  The  act  of  Congress  provided  for  the 
redemption  of  the  old  Continental  bills  of  credit 
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ttgpt,  both  in  miter  ami.uvni?  It. is  vain  Id  an- 
■Vtei^ttbat  ^eCooKiess.  money  It&d.baea  con^ider- 
ed.9sJo,sj;.-iw>(i  ha4jeptccwteil  twcii  low^ilwi. 
ogfi  iotfvttif.  3?he«uuitian<>if:WAau>rCoDg(««9,. 
ssupoitad  ^  tW  «Uisstioit  of  ike  Canwituttw,. 
fiwditt«t  MMjr  foiooeiAMl  (bemiwipQnwf  Ui»i 
could  alter  it  to  one  hundred  for  aiie,4WHlail  umi-' 
iiifarte  thai'Or  Mir.oiiginatel|UB  akogethet.  lam 
tMtittam  tNating  ibirot  the  e^uit]"  of  the  «laim*,< 
but  aboM  (heC^itetive  atMhoritrefCoDeTesS'«o 
ohaase  ooBtructs  which -tbe/  wei^  boun^  tofolfi), 
bothhy  the  acts  of  the  okl  Congresa  and  an  ex- 
press daase  of  the  C«ii«titiition. 

ilaprepariagaadniaciiii^tbefi'andingla:w^,CoD- 
BBCBcseciBa  lo  hare  laid  aside  thecfaataelieTof  the 
Ifegkalatme^aKKl  asumed:  that  of  the  Judge;  where- 
ks,  their  most  conspicuous  cltaracler  in  transaoting 
that  hBsioeBsougbt'to  bvA  beau  ifaat  of  a  pafty 
pMVMllng.ffii'thepaTinentof  tbeirdeiitsi  but,  Ju 
acidtij  th*^  part  of  ft  Judge,  fhey.  bore  tahee  it  UBOB 
anongioal  plan.  Tiwjr  hare  changed  the  ridae' 
Mid  the  .priaci|>les  .of  the  claim  bf  a  mare  aetof 
their  -wiU,  irilhaut  bein^  ^ided  hjr  rMMOs  taken 
fiRmilhe.oTig)ttBloUigaliaDa}  fautharerratherbeeit 
influenced  by  the  contempiatioiLofiihe  mighty  po- 
litical machine  they  were  about  to  erect,  viz :  an 
'  nnextinguiahable  nation^  debt  and  consolidated 
mweyed  ;tDtei«st 

I  have  alag.said,  that  the  <irre(lecmable  quality 
of  the  Fundiog.  System  .is  contrary  to  the  ConsU- 
tutiOD.  Congress  have  the  power  of  awtj^iiw  the 
public  ^sources  towards  paying  the  _  debts,  al  the 
ypiojQ.  _E<ery  successive  Coi^ress  is  equally 
^esjed  with  that  power.  It  ia  derived  immediate- 
ly Uom  the  Constitutive  to  every  CQngress,and 
aot  derived  ihroiwh  the  laws  of  one  Congresbto. 
another  i  but,  in  the  Fundine  System,  the  Con- 
gress who  enacted  it  have  decree^  that  bo  suc- 
ceeding Cpogress  Bhall  pay  the  existiag  debts  of 
toe  Vnited  States,  except. la  certain  smul  and  dis- 
tal iostaWeutSi  wlfica,  perhaps,  would  o^upy 
two,  or.a.part  of  three,  gen^faiiatis  ,to  complete. 
Cwtaialy  tlM  present  Congress  c%aqot  say  uato 
the.ocjiL;,  or  to  any  future  Congress,  that  they 
tnall  oot  do  w)iat  the  .CpnptimtioQ  expretsly  ^s 
tbey  have  power, to  do;  at^d  yet,  if  we  reject  the 
Bmefidment  and  adopt  the  recplutiou,  we  are  in 
bet  eayiiig  so.  If  we  do  po,  we  are  holdiifg  ('ut  a 
lurthar  ddusion  to  the  citi^euf.  S^sxes  of  this 
kind  have  proceeded  far  eovugb  «h-ea4y-  A  fu- 
toee  Coagress  certainly  will  disregard  this  le- 
■Ufinf.and  repeal  t^.irfedeeUtahle  flUality  of  the 
Fiwlwg  System. 

i^he  creditors  who  hold  those  olaims  for  which 
1}a«re.about  to  provide,  h&MC  .an  unquestionable 
ru^ttosix  per. cent.  inWrest  upon  (he  oiigio^l 
cljiiim — not  to  iatereat  u^n  the  inteiest— but  to 
t.()favisioa  for  exlinguishutg  the  arrears  of  inte- 
(flU-  4^11  the  diCTereat  laws  which  1  know  of  cdd- 
temj^te  a  delay  of  payment  of  interest  and  ex- 
pmsly  guard  afainst  paying  compound  Interest. 
Vhe  party  to  woisai  interest  is  due  may  claimtmd 
recover  it  at  short  periods,  but  if  it  is  not  claimed, 
oroentiot  be  got,  any  supposed  delay  doee  not  ena- 
Us  the  creditor  to  olaiia  interest .  ther«qo..    This 


prpves  that  If^  interest  is  supposed  in  the  hiw 

to  be  a  suffiaet)l  cooipeusatiou  foe  the  delay  of 
payment. 

My  first  design  was  to  have  mpved  to  amend 
the  resol(itioa  ^o  as  to  provide  six  per  ccQt.  for 
■ibe  principal,  according  to  contract,  and  to  have 

~    d  some  provision  for  paying  the  arrears  of 

i  but,  upon  reflection,  1  find  the  business  so 
.far  put  pi^t  of  its  natuial  course  aheady,  that  1 
have  relinquished  that  desigp.  The  prcgress  of 
innovation  has  been  so  great. that  it  is  difficult  to 
:treB4  back  the  ground;  therefore,  I  will  vote  fpr 
the  amendmeat. 

One  di^cully  which  influenced  .me  to  give  up 
my  fir»t  design  was,  that  not  only  the  arrears  of 
nterest  whi^  arose  since  the  .Gist  ot  January, 
1788,  is  funded  at  three  per  cent.,  to  those  who 
^subscribed  to  the  loan,  but  also  the  indents  of  inte- 
rest issued  previous  to  that  period,  under  the  Con- 
federation, which  had  been  disposed  of  and  pro- 
vided for  by  requisitions  as  fully  as  the  power  or 
laws  of  that  Government  permitted.  Many,  in- 
deed I  believe  Bu»t  of  the  S<atep,  had  made  ade- 
quate provision  for  them  lo  their  respective  citi- 
zens ;  and  those,  who  did  not,  were  under  the  si^nie 
obligations  lo  do  it  that  th^y  had  been  .to  do  any 
other  part  of  Federal  duty  in  theooiirseof  (be  Re- 
voluiioif.  E-rea  these  have  been  receive^  again 
and  funded  at  three  pet  cent.  The  indents,  and 
about  three  years'  interest,  which  became  due 
since  ,the  fir^t  of  January,  i7S8,  making,  in  all 
above  ten  millions,  have  been  funded-  Above 
seven  mi"'ons  of  these,  if  it  was  not  a  debt  cre- 
ated by  the  Funding  System,  receiyeda  resurrec- 


n  by  it.  This  wUl  explain  the  charge  of  creat- 
■  a  new  debt,  asserted  hy  one  of  thefgenilemen, 
1  denied  by  another.    Here  was  above  seven 


illjons  received,  which  ought  to  have  been  con- 
sidered as  redeemed,  unless,  ^rhaps,  in  a  few  in- 
stances, to  such  as  were  not  citizens  of  any  State, 
and  above  three  millions  fund«d  at  three  per  cent., 
for  the  doing  of  which  there,  iacisted.iio  obligation. 
If  it  be  answered,  that  equity  required  it,  I  wifl 
allege  that,  if  the  Congress,  acting  on  the  general 
'  '  '       iginated  in  the  course 

„ , 1  greater  amount  must 

yet  be  provided  fat.  i  never  knerw  a  public  cre- 
ditor wAo  expected  inKxval  upon  his  interest,  or 
tbfit expecfd  the iAdenidebt  that  hatt  be^ dis- 
posed of  to  be  received,  or  otherwise  provided  for 
than  by  a  final  setO^meot  between  the  rvspectlve 
States  and  the  United  States.  Why  should,  they 
expeot  Congress  to  wake  j)ravifioa  wheie  .  an  ac- 
tual obligatii»i  did  not  exist,  when,  in.  the  same 
act,, they  wei;e  dasU<^iiu .  ten  yeais'  interest  cf 
one-third  of  the  priocipaC where  the  most  expreas 
obligation  did  exist,  and  where  the  claim  was  also 
founded  in  the  strieiestiequity  1  This  increase  of 
the  debt,  and  fuudiiu  at  three  per  cent^  aE^jeats 
not. to.havQ  been  caKulated  for  the  profit,  nor  at 
the  request  of  the  public  creditor;  for  what  thef 
gain  iji  the  ooe.hand  they  lose  in  the  other.  I}or 
does  it  oj>erate  as  a  gain  to  the  United  States,  If 
we  may  judge  of  its  object  by  its  effects,  we  may 
phberve  that,-by.rfceix(pg  the  indents  .Redeemed 
hy  the  Swif^wwonwiseftf  i«)«iweUiwHn»  w- 
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cessary,  and  ihe  States  become  lite  peDsioners  to 
Congress  for  the  annual  amount  tney  are  to  re- 
ceive. Thus  the  revenue  mast  be  the  sreAter  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  conduct  it,  andthe  indi- 
vidual States  must  be  dependent  on  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  for  the  means  of  their  sup- 
port. Foreigners  may  make  reprisals  if  they  are 
not  paid;  nor  does  the  support  of  their  Govern- 
ment depend  upon  it.  But  this  is  not  the  case 
with  dependent  Stales.  We  know  several  of  the 
States  are  iu  this  way  entitled  to  a  greater  annu- 
ity than  is  necessary  for  the  support  of  their  Go- 
yemraents,  and  the  people  are  in  the  habit  of  livine 
wholly  free  of  State  taies;  while,  to  accomplisH 
this  strange  state  of  things,  the  debt  of  the  Union 
is  increased,  obnoxious  revenues  are  rendered  ne- 
cessary, ministeriai  influence,  speculation,  and  con- 
sequent depravity,  are  advanced. 

With  respect  to  the  dangerous  effects  which  the 
irredeemable  principle  and  unnecessary  increase 
of  funded  capital  will  have  upon  the  genius  of  our 
Government,  and  the  interests  of  posterity,  this 
subject  has  been  investigated  with  too  much  abili- 
ty by  the  eenOemen  who  were  up  before  n: 
support  of  the  amendment,  that  I  Will  not 
detain  the  Committee  with  any  thoughts  upon  it, 
but  will  conclude  with  observing,  Uiat,  baving 
proved  that  the  irredeemable  principle,  which  the 
amendment  is  designed  to  correct,  is  not  an  equiva- 
lent for  the  departure  from  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, and  that,  being  contrary  to  the  Constitution, 
cannot  be  obligatory  on  any  future  Coneress,  but 
is  delusory  in  its  nature,  and  calculated  to  pro- 
mote speculation  and  a  transfer  of  the  debt  to  fb- 
reigners ;  and  that  the  increase  of  funded  debt 
created  in  tlie  Fonding  System  was  not  necessary 
from  the  original  obligation,  nor  profitable  to  the 
public  creditors,  but  calculated  for  dangerous  spe- 
culating and  political  purposes.  I  will  sit  down, 
with  expressing  a  wish  that,  by  adopting  the 
amendment,  we  will  prevent  the  worst  effects  o( 
the  Funding  System  from  being  further  extended. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  aid  reported  pro- 

Satoki>at,  Marck  3li 

Mr.  Li  VERM  ORE,  from  the  committee  BMiointed, 
presented  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitted  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
River  Ohio;"  which  was  receired,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

Mt.  Vimno,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  compensate  the  Corporation  of 
Trustees  of  the  PuUic  Grftmmar  School  and  Aea- 
demv  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware, 
for  toe  occupation  of  and  damages  done  to,  the 
said  school,  during  trie  late  war;  whi<ih  was  re- 
ceived, read  twice,  and  committed. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

"  Whereu,  by  several  docamenli  and  pap«n  commu- 
nicated in  puriuance  of  ■  reaolve  of  the  Legiilature  of 
MnrylaDd,  it  appean  Uiat  Nicholas  Roiton  Moore  re- 
ceiTed,  from  the  Trmmrei  of  that  Stal«,  on  the  S4th 
d«7  of  Tfovunber  bat,  the  nmi  of  two  hnudred  and 


forty-two  ponndi  eight  ibiHingi  and  three  penc«,  car- 
rent  money  of  the  aaid  Slate,  the  amount  of  a  judg- 
ment rendered  agailul  him  in  the  Oenersl  Court  of  the 
same  State,  on  account  of  hone*  pnrchaaed  tot  tfae  tua 
ofth«United8Utei,dnTing  die  lata  war;  sndthattfaa 
claim  of  the  aaid  Slate,  by  the  paymeM  afoloa»id,  hMk 
not  been  credited  in  the  acooant*  of  the  laine  with  ihe 
United  States ; 

"  Itaohtd,  That  the  pr^pai  officers  of  the  Treaatur 
be  aathoiiMd,  and  Ihejr  are  hereby  diieoted,  to  adjul 
and  aelUe  the  aaid  claim  vrith  the  Agcut  of  the  Stats 
Bforeaaid,  any  limitation  in  the  act*  of  Congraaa  to  the 
contnuy  notwithatanding :" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Senxy,  Mr.  Gehbv,  and  Mr.  Somptbs;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  theareof,  and  repmt 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  tbe 
House. 

A  representation  and  nwmorial  of  the  Legia- 
lature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  MossachoMtls 
waa  presented  to  ihe  House  and  read,  pTKyoif 
that  the  General  Chivemroent  wiU  assume  the 
balance  of  the  debt  of  the  said  State.  ReEerred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoitse,  <m  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trexiury  on  the 
subject  of  the  Public  Debt 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Ihe  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
Public  Debt. 

Mr.  Gerry  offered  a  few  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  urged  the  justice  and  sound  policy  of 
completing  a  business  which  had,  for  Teasons  wd) 
known,  been  left  in  an  unfinished  state,  but  which 
equity  and  precedent  now  called  on  Congress  to 

Mr.  Clare  was  opnosed  to  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Hartley. — After  ao  long  a  discussion,  my 
attempting  to  lake  ut>  any  great  length  of  time 
would  not  be  excusable;  but  Iconsider  it  my  duty 
to  say  a  word  or  two  in  answer  to  some  expres- 
sions and  observations  used  against  Ihe  Oonstrtu- 
tioD  and  operation  of  this  Oovemment;  atd  give 
a  few  reasons  why  I  shall  now  vote  for  the  reso- 
lution under  consideration.  It  will  not  be  nece»- 
sary  to  tike  into  view  the  principles  upon  which 
the  Constitntion  was  framed;  they  were  fully 
examined  in  the  General  Convention,  as  well  as 
in  the  several  State  Conventions,  end  stood  rite 
test  of  the  strictest  scrutiny.  They  are  favortUe 
to  liberty  and  jnstice.  As  to  the  operation  of  the 
CSovemmenl,  we  may  best  understand  it  bjr  coo-' 
trasting  the  state  of  America  at  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  with  that  of  the  present  day. 
At  the  former  period,  our  credit  aa  United  States 
of  America  was  at  a  low  ebb.  Few  of  the  indi- 
viduals of  foreign  countries  would  give  credit  lo 
the  individuals  of  thb.  The  capital  of  £urope 
would  not  be  trusted  in  America;  they  donbted 
our  justice  as  well  as  out  Government;  there  was 
scarcely  any  credit  given  to  individuab  here;  a 
universal  distrust   prevailed.      Agricalture   hin- 

Saished;  the  farmer  diffident,  be  had  tost  bib  con- 
dence;  the  great  spur  to  industry  was  wanting. 
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No  ships  on  our  stocks,  few  Tcseel^  in  our  harbors, 
commerce  decayed;  the  vital  spirit  lost.  I  mizht 
sar  more;  but  I  will  turn  from  a  disagreeable 
'  scene  to  one  more  pleasing. 

What  is  our  present  statel  The  credit  of  our 
Goremment  is  as  good  as  that  of  any  country. 
Individuals  of  all  nations  will  trust  the  individu- 
als of  America.  Individuals  here  (until  a  late 
tmfortunate  bubble  or  abuse  of  credit,  arising  from 
bad  men  or  bad  management,  and  which  will  pos- 
sibly only  do  hurt  for  the  moment)  gave  Ml 
credit  to  each  other  as  iar  as  their  capital  ex- 
tended, as  well  in  the  city  as  in  the  country,  and 
confidence  prevailed.  Agriculture,  where  the  peo- 


the  raising  of  those  aiticles  which  are  most  in 
demand,  is  in  the  highest  improvement  ever 
known  here  before.  I  can  speak-  with  confidence 
of  the  State  I  live  in.  The  idle  and  indolent  can 
expect  no  great  success  in  an  art  which  depends 
.  upon  the  steady  hand  of  industry.  There  are 
ships  on  the  stocks  in  every  part  where  there  are 
ship-builders  and  materials.  The  tonnaKe  list 
will  evidence  the  mi^ty  increase  of  the  Ameri- 
can shipping;  it  hasTsT  exceeded  the  mostsan- 
guine  expectation.  Severalof  the  first  meTchants 
state  your  commerce  in  a  most  respectable  situa- 
tion, fat  beyond  any  other  period.  Indeed,  the 
returns  from  the  Secretary  oi  the  Treasury  show 
how  great  our  imports  and  how  vast  our  exports. 
In  point  of  tustiee,  our  reputation  stands  high 
with  the  world;  our  courts  will  do  justice.  Pray 
what  foandUion  for  those  strong  assertions  which 
have  been  made  against  the  Constitntion  and  the 
Qovemment? 

As  to  the  Funding  Systeni,  I  shall  say  little  at 
|)t<seiit  I  much  dmibt  if  it  deserves  the  hard 
name^  which  have  been  given  it.  Abuses  will 
be  committed  in  alt  countries;  no  human  plan 
can  be  secure  aganst  them.  The  assumption  of 
the  State  debts  was  fully  considered  upon  a  form- 
er occasion.  Several  of  us  wished  to  fund  the 
debt  of  the  Union  alone:  many  gentlemen  of  the 
South,  when  we  came  to  look  for  ways  and  means. 
Toted  against  us,  and  the  Eastern  Representatives 
were  always  ready  to  join  in  defeating  us,  unless 
dke  assucnption  of  State  debts  also  took  place. 

The  bill  pas.'^d  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  funding  the  debt  of  the  Union  alone;  but  the 
Senate  sent  it  back,  with  an  amendiaent,  assuming 
Stale  debts  to  a  certain  amount.  After  much  ar- 
gumrat,  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  agreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatives.  Justice  was 
nearly  done  to  some  States;  others  do  complain, 
and  I  think  Rhode  Island  with  much  reason. 

I  could  have  wished  that  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  several  Stales  had  been 
settled.  But  I  will  give  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
plain so  much  an  opportunity  of  satisfying  this 
House,  (if  they  are  able,)  when  the  blanks  are  to 
be  filled  up  in  the  bill,  that  the  sums  they  demand 
are  reas<Hiable,  and  are  intended  to  give  relief  to 
the  people  of  dieir  States.    I  will  Tote  for  the 

Mr.  PiNnLEY,  in  answer,  said:  If  I  am  not  al- 
together so  elated  with  our  present  prosperity  and 


resonices  as  my  worthy  colleague,  who  has  just 
sat  down,  I  assure  you  I  am  not  desponding.  I 
think  our  resources  are  competent,  and  out  cir- 
lepressed;  the  great  industry  of 


for  c 

Pl8«  .  „  ,  ^  .      „       -  - 

wealth  and  industry,  and  furnished  ample  resour- 
Govetnment;  our  feelings  have  not  been 
i  with  the  cries  of  general  distress,  until 
very  lately,  through  the  abuse  of  the  novel  prin- 
ciples introduced  in  the  Funding  System.    But 
though  1  rejoice  with  the  gentleman  in  the  suffix 
ciency  of  our  means,  yet  f  consider  ourselves  in 
the  situation  of  an  unexperienced  heir,  newly 
come  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  great  estate,  wh^ 
being  dazzled  witn  his  own  splendor,  ana  confi- 
dent of  his  means,  sets  about  spending  without 
.........  ■.._■.  1..    ...      j^  embarrassed  before 

lid,  that  the  principle  of 
assuming  the  Slate  debts  is  already  admitted  by 
the  last  Congress,  therefore  it  ought  t 


pleted  now;  we  are  just  told,  too,  that  it  was  fully 
considered  there,  I  ask,  then,  why  waf  not  the 
business  fully  completed-at  that  time?    If  it  n 


not,  then  what  good  reason  can  be  given  for  car- 
rying it  further  nowl  Is  there  any  new  discovery 
of  better  rules  to  apportion  byl  or  is  the  distress 
of  the  States  who  have  yet  some  unassumed  debt, 
as  pressing  as  when  they  had  to  bear  the  burden 
of  three  or  four  millions  more  than  now?  Gen' 
tlemen  know,  that  the  length  this  business  has 
gone  already,  has  given  great  uneasiness  to  those 
States  who  made  the  greatest  exertions  to  extin- 
guish their  own  debts,  and  to  whose  circumstances 
and  feelings  the  resources  applied  to  the  assumed 
debts  of  the  States,  are  distressing  and  disagree- 
able. For  what  purpose  ate  the  Commissioners 
employed  in  adjusting  the  accounts  between  the 
individual  States  and  the  United  States,  if  the 
whole  of  the  State  debts  were  to  be  assumed  pre- 
vious to  that  settlement?  We  know  the  Govern- 
ment is  not  vested  with  powers  to  compel  delior 
guent  States  to  do  justice,  and  that  if  ever  jiistice 
is  done  to  those  States  who  have  extinguished 
their  own  debt,  it  must  be  by  increasing  of  the 
general  revenue  in  proportion  to  the  money  Con- 
gress will  have  to  pay  to  those  States;  and  it  is 
an  unjustifiable  and  dangerous  policy  to  draw  the 
money  from  the  people  with  one  hand,  to  pay  it 
to  the  State  Governments  with  the  other. 

I  have  such  information  as  I  can  depend  upoi^ 
that  the  Commissioners  will  report  upon  the  nnal 
settlement  of  the  State  debts,  in  the  course  of 
next  winter;  and  the  resolution  before  the  Com- 
mittee makes  no  provision  for  interest  until  ntua 
the  year  1793.  Why  then  take  this  further  leap 
in  the  dark,  when  those  States  who  will  be  actu- 
ally entitled  to  it,  will  be  as  soon  relieved,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  justice,  as  they  would  be 
by  distributing  the  public  property  in  this  maimer, 
by  the  rule  of  thumb? 

i  always  thought  the  assumption  of  the  State 
debts  a  measure  which  the  Constitution  did  not 


contemplate,  and  which  had  a  tendency  to  sow 
the  seeds  of  discontent  in  many  farts  of  the  Unit- 
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ed  States;  sod  now  it  is  argiied  that  the  prece- 
dent beine  set  by  the  last  Congress,  we  ouglit  to 
copy  it.    I  admit  6f  no  principles  of  jii *■••"' i-ii J <•■ 

in  Coogress';  and  if  pfccedents  produce 

gation,  we  ought  to  be  (be  mote  carefnt  not  to 
strengthen  them,  by  repealing  such  as  s  '- 
proper  oi  doubtntl.  The  only  plausible 
for  assuming  the  State  debts  in  the  last  Congress 
so  far,  was  to  ease  the  burden  of  such  States  as 
bad  been  most  backward  in  providing  for  their 
respective  debts,  so  as  that  (hey  might  be  able  to 
ih'ovide  for  what  tetnatned  until  the  account) 
-ttrould  be  settled,  and  to  make  some  provision  foi 
the  States  who  had  dtine  much  to  eitmeuish  iheiif 
debt,  as  a.  secfurity  that  the  debts  Would  he  brought 
to  a  final  settlement.  Certainly  those  States,  at 
whose  desire  and  for  whose  convenience  so  much 
has  been  done,  ought  to  have  a  little  more  mode- 
Mr.  MAniaoH  observed,  that  t  neat  deal  had 
been  said  to  prove  that  the  General  Goveroraenl 
is  under  obligation  to  provide  for  the  debts  of  thi 
individual  States.  The  gentlemen  who  maintain. 
this  opinion  hare  not  snoi^  that  the  creditors 
themselves  >Ter  entertained  an  idea  that  they 
should  toolc  to  the  United  States  for  payment  of 
tho»e  debts.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  new  Con- 
stitution varies  the  situation  of  the  creditors;  they 
stand  precisely  on  the  same  ground  they  did  un- 
der the  old  Confederation.  He  (Mr.  M.)  denied 
thai  in  the  former  assumpiion^  the  creditors  of 
the  indiridual  States  were  considered  in  the  same 
point  of  lieht  as  the  creditors  of  the  Continent, 
and  for  the  truth  of  this,  he  appealed  to  the 
law  itself  "making  provision  for  the  puUtc 
debt." 

The  proposition  now  before  the  Committee  he 
CTOsidered  as  unjust,  as  it  would  plaCe  some  of 
the  States  which  had  made  no  exertions  to  dis' 
eha^c  its  debts,  in  A  more  eligible  situation  than 
those  which  had  made  the  greatest  exertions  to 
eBtct  that  object.  He  denied  that  the  fifst  assump- 
tion had  been  generally  approved,  or  had  been 
acquiesced  in,  and  adverted  to  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Vii^mia  on  the 
subject ;  papers  are  on  the  table  to  show  the  truth 
of  What  la  now  asserted:  he  added,  that  he  was 
4ony  to  find  that  no  more  attention  had  been  paid 
to  those  papers.  Mr.  M.  then  noticed  the  state  of 
imports  and  exports  from  the  several  Stales,  to 
show  the  Unequal  operation  of  the  assumption  as 
it  affects  those  States,  particularly  Virginia,  which 
pays  so  great  aa  over-proportion  of  the  interest 
on  the  debts  of  some  of  riie  States. 

Mr.  OERnT  sUted  a  Tariety  of  insunces  to  Show 
fliat  the  debts  of  the  individual  States  were  al- 
ways considered  as  founded  nltimately  on  the 
ftiith  of  the  Union  i  that  the  creditors  had  taken 
the  paper  of  the  States  on  that  idea;  that  the 
Btales  were  considered  as  aseots  for  the  United 
States:  and,  on  this  principle,  the  contracts  for 
supplies  and  services  on  a  Continental  account 
had  been  made,  without  which  the  war  must  have 
ceased,  and  ih«  subjugation  of  the  United  States 
hare  followed.  Ml-.O.  remarked  on  the  partiality 
kttd  eTident  fnJBBtice  of  leaTing  the  possessors  of 


eventually  lost. 
The  Couunittee  then  rose,  and  bad  leave  to  9ui 

again. 

MoxDaT,  April  3. 
The  House  proceeded  M  cdnsider  ihe  tepbft  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  (he  Letter 
from  the  Seei^tary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosfng 
Hetnms  of  Duties  arising  on  Imports  and  Ton- 
nage within  the  United  States,  for  one  year,  coil- 
ing the  30th  of  September ;  also,  a  Return  of  Bi±~ 
ports  within  the  same  period.    Whereupon, 

Ortkrtd,  That  the  absirtict  returns  of  dudes  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  also  the  abstract  of  eipoTts 
from  the  United  Stales  to  (breign  coudiriM,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this  Hooae-, 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  lh«  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House,  in  the  course  oi 
this  session,  the  quantity  and  ralile  of  the  exports 
from  each  State,  anything  in  the  order  of  the  Iftft 
of  November  la^  to  the  contrary  noIWithstanAtiif . 
THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 
The  Housfe  again  renolTed  itself  into  a  Oon- 
mittee  of  the  WhoU  Honse,  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
Public  Debt;  and,  a£Ua  some  time  spent  theretn. 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  kta 
again  had  the  said  report  nader  consideration,  tmi 
le  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  as  faUoWi 
Rfohtd,  Tht  tba  twm  fbr  nosirlog  an  loui  Uut 
pait  of  the  domertic  debt  of  (ks  United  8(«1m  wUdi 
run*  uuMbaeribed,  be  eztnded  to  the  Im  d^ 
—  next,  on  Ae  wtaa  tarn*  ■■  Wm  ftuiiiieJ  kf 
■ukiat:  iMtfrisioB  far  Dm  ynUicdebtBf  the  Vm- 
tedStatsc 

Saohtd,  That  pteriiiaa  eught  to  be  made  for  pn- 

it  of  the  Biteie*!  on  the  unsubeafted  put  of  the 

domestic  debt  of  tlie  United  States,  to  the  BM  dar  ef 

one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nineij— ~-^ 

erms  aa  was  provided  bj  the  act  albreuid. 

'Ivedt  That  the  term  foi  receiving  on  ioan  (hat 

part  or  the  debt  of  the  inditidusl  Sutca  assumed  1^  the 

tTnited  Statu,  yet  unsubscribed,  be  extended  to  the  Snt 

day  of next,  On  the  same  terms  as  if  proriibsd 

bj  Ae  act  makinflr  provision  for  the  public  debt 

"  Rtmhtd,  That  a  rabecriptioD  for  a  fsrdier  iMn  in 
the  debts  of  the  individual  Btalee  be  opened  and  con- 
tinued to  the  first  day  of next,  not  to  exc*sd  In 

the  whole milllonB  of  doUara,  in  the  proponMs 

falloMlng :  that  is  to  say,  [Here  enmaeratiDg  the  ■etvral 
Snrtss.]  Pnvidtd,  That  the  interest  on  niefa  Jeaui  rfisll 

not  be  payable  before  the day  of .   A»d 

pTomded,  That  when  the  mm  to  tis  asraned  fat  sny 
Suis  ihoU  not  be  •abwoibed  by  the  holders  of  any  of 
the  evidetioea  in  which  the  aama  is  made  receivable,  Itu 
State  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  iulereat  on  the 


notes,  and  evidences  of  debt  whateoever,  ■■  disU  have 
been  iwued  by  the  respective  States,  and  by  the  s^venl 
ConuniMiMien  of  Loaai  of  the  United  States,  on  aA- 
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w  of  *«  ■non'Mbiaflwd  U  cMtain 

■  beretofcte  aKoliMd  tar  (oeh 

1^  IWt  no  (Mil  cMifiaMMi  Wk,  ikAm, 

Mofdiblaof  Iha  n^Mclira  8tUe%  ifakU  be 

leceiTmbLe  Ufon  ttao  wid  loan,,  whkb,.  fi»ia  tb«  tnua 
thsrco^  firom  uij  public  Mcoid,'  uti  or  documBatf  iIibII 
•ppMi  01  on  be  ucertained  la  hsTC  been  isniad  for 
pnrpoae*  tirriatiTe  to  compenratkmi  uid  einndinireB 
fbrsemw*  or  snppliee  towudi  the  prosecution  of  the 
kn  mr,  mf  the  defenee  «r  the  VmUd  Stttca,  or  of 
lepwt  thweof  dMiDg  tha  lune: 


wof  ddit,  « 


bUl,Mt(>,«r«n- 


i«  afpnihiMon  of  the  Ft»- 


"  AuoA^  That  the  debt  due  to 
Mn,  the  mtanM  wheteon  i>  n;«ble  at  the  hooea  of 
Qraiid,  in  Puis,  be  diachaigec  mrt  at  an;  tnoneji  ob- 
tained  on  Ion  b;  the  Prenient  of  the  UnilMl  Statw, 
in  virtoe  of  the  act  makinf  proviiion  toi  the  public 
debt,  which  mej  noir  be  DSappiopiialad. 

"  Raohed,  That  the  intereat  on  so  much  of  the  do- 
meetic  debl  m  hu  been  or  may  be  puicbaied  for  the 
United  Statu,  or  as  ahall  he  paid  into  ibe  Tieaaury, 
and  K>  mnch  of  the  nim  appropriated  for  the  pajinent 
of  theintenat  en  flie  fbieignand  doaealjc  debtaeiball 
.  be  ever  tuid  above  what  miy  be  nifieient  for  die  pa;-- 
menl  of  mch  inteteat,  ahall  be  appropriated  for  the  iv- 
teapdon  of  the  ptiblie  drtit.  The  raid  fhndt  ta  be 
an^ad  l»the  jHirpae«i  aftaeeajil  b; 
koreaAer  nMQfMKed^  undar  the 
•ident  of  the  United  Stales. 

"  lUtoitai,-  That  '  ■  '  ■  be  ConMniwioBHia  for  the 
purpofea  aforesaid,  and  that  a  predae  aiua>uiit  of  all  the 
aebte  redeemed,  and  of  all  purdiasee  by  them  made,  be 

kdd  ^fore  the  Legislatun  within months  after 

Ma  Grat  meeting  in  every  year." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
latioDs;  and  the  Srst  resolution  being  tvice  read, 
a  motion  was  made,  and  the  qnesliog^inf  put, 
to  amend  the  sanle  by  adding  aerfrtothe  fiMlow- 
ing  words:  ^ 

"  Except  that  condition  in  the  act  which  rendeia  the 
d!eb(  so  lar  ■ubacribed  subject  to  redemption  by  pay- 
tnenti  not  exceeding,  in  one  year,  on  account  of  bou 

Srincipal  and  intereat,  a  proportion  of  eight  doQsrs  upon 
le  hundred,  on  any  ceitiScate  which  diall  be  iMued 
according  to  the  terms  therein  specified  -,  which  condi- 
tion, K>  (ai  as  it  relate!  to  any  part  of  the  debt  which 
,  shall  be  aboliihed ;" 
-yeaa  27,  nay*  30,  as 

Yus^-Jbhn'Bapllst  Ashe,  Abraham  Bddwin,  John, 
Brtnnt,  Abraham  Clark,  WilUam  FinAn,  William  9. 
fiUaa,  Andrew  6tc(R,  Samiel  Orifiln,  WOGam  Barn 
Otan,  Daniel'  Heuter,  bniH  Jacobs,  A^nu  Rilidien, 
iafan  W.  Kittera,  Richand  Bland  Lee,  Jiunea  MadiuHi, 
Jdm  Franda  Meniar.  Andrew  Moore,  WilKam  Tans 
Mwnw,  Jolu)  Page,  Jowah  Parfcer,  Joahoe  Beney,  Jere- 
■nah  iniHk,  ThoBiaa  0Wi»tar,  Then«aTredw«lt,  Abra- 
hMk  Vanable,  AIntnder  While,  and  Frauds  WaSn 

N*YS'— Pkher  Amaa,  Rnbert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 


s,  BIbrMge  Gerry,  Ifidudu 
OUmaa,  Bmjtvite  OvoAae,  Jamtw  Gorden,  Thomas 
Hutiay,  ]>m>b!  Hnger,  Philtp  Key,  John  Lanranoe, 
Amaa*  Laanad,  SbuimI  IiimtBara,  Nathaniel  Macoir, 


PnteM  Anr  MttleubtM,  NaflinM  Milca,  ThMrim 


Jonathan  Sturgea,  Peter  l^lreater,  Oeorge  __  _  _ 
niomu  Tudoi  Tuckar,  Jatcaiah  W«dfir«Mhi  aad  Ai^ 
teuiBS  Ward. 

And  ^en  the  main  question  bong  pot,  IlLnt  tlw 
House  do  agree  to  tha  sud  fint  TsaaUntonr  it  mts 
lesoWed.in.theaffinBBitivB. 

The  ofittewi  and  third  rMoiutaona  weta  tbEa 
MMnlijr  MBdi.  and  n.'  the  questioa  tfacraapni, 
i^tHii^bf  Ut«Ueusa. 

'  0)4ld«K,.  ThMihsftiilfaelcoMidfeiwtiMof  tJw 
BOiA  lasobitiniB-be'pMtpiined until  tofnomnr. 

ToBsnAr,  A^rilSt 

Mr,  LrvEBMonB,  fr«m  th*  eomraitVM  tovlloin 

"     i  Feferred^  tfae  memorial  of  the  IHinois  and  Wk- 


from  the  SecretaTy  of  War,  a 
of  sundty  pethions  temmed  to  this  House,  pursu- 
ant to  an  order  of  the  27tb  of  last  month;  wtucli 
waa  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resblulions  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  yesterday,  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treanry  on  the  subject  of  the 
PtiblLo  Debt.  Whereupon,  the  fourth  reaaliuion 
having  bean  read,  in  the  wonk  foUowing: 

"  Itttoked,  That  a  eubeeription  for  a  tolber  toaS  in 
the  debta  of  the  iodi^aal  Slalew  be  opened  and  eaO' 
tinned  imtil  the  fini  day  of    '      ■    Bait,  nM  toeaceed 

in  the  whole uuUioua  of  dollan,  in  the  wpor- 

tlons  following  ;  thatistosay,  inthedebtof  TTewHanip 

shire, ;  ||and  enumerating  all  the  other  Stataai] 

Provldtd,  That  the  interest  on  such  loan  shall  not  b« 

payable  before  the day  of ■:  Andprovt- 

ded.  That,  when  the  sum  to  be  assumed  for  any  State 
■hail  not  be  subscribed  by  tUe  holders  of  the  endenoaa 
in  which  the  saoie  is  made  recsifable,  the  State  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  receive  interest  on  the  residue :" 

A  motion  was  nude,  and  the  question  being  pnt 
to  Bjaend  the  nme  br  ioaeriinc  after  the  woadk 
"iadividutU  SlaCca,"  wesawmtb:  "whedm  di^ 
cWged  by  the  said  States  respectiTely  siocR  tb« 
treaty  of  peace,  or  nadimter^ :" 

it  paaeed  in  the  ntgattTO  '  yww  S9;  iiKy«  39,  B9 


TiAs.-- John  Baptist  Aibe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Wiiriam  Plndloj,  WiHiam  f    — 


I.  Giles,  J 


Mercer,  Andrew  Kf oore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Josi^  Paihar, 
Joshua  Senejr,  Upton  SVurtdin^  Jetemiah  Smith,  Jan*- 
than  Blurgea,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Francis  WilUa. 
NjlTs,^ — Fisher  Amea,  Iti^Mrt  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
win,  Elias  Boudinol,  Shea^hub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Tboms*  Fitsetmoni,  Elbridge  Gerrj,  Nicbolaa 
Oilman,  Benjamin  Ooodhne,  James  Gordon,  WiUiani 
Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  Jamee  HOlboiiae,  Daniel 
Buger,  John  W.  Kitlera,  John  Laarance,  Amasa  Learn- 
ed, Frederick  Ang.  Mtihlenberg,  William  Vans  Muft^ 
Jdm  Page,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Williaai  Smith,  Johtt 
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BU^  Pelar  SjrlTMter,  OecwgB  ThftMhet,  Thomu  Tn- 
dor  Tucker,  JeteouBli  Wadmordi,  ArtMDM  Wtid,  tmd 
Aleimdec  Whiu. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  fourth  resolution,  it 
pasaed  in  the  negative — yeas 36, Dayt29,as  follows: 

TiAi. — Fbher  Ames,  Robert  BtniweU,  E^rt  Ben- 
Em,  Eliaa  Bondinot,  Sheaijuhnb  Bourne,  Benj.  Bourne, 


Theodora  Sad^wick,  WiUiun  Smith,  John  tMeele,  Pater 
SylTemr,  Geoige  TTuitcher,  Thomu  T.  Tucker,  Jere- 
Suah  Wadawoith,  and  Artemu  Wud. 

Nxra. — John  B&ptut  A*he,  Abrahun  Baldwin,  John 
Bronn,  Abraham  Claik,  WiUiom  Findter,  Williani  B. 
Oiiet,  Nicholu  Gilmao.  Kndievi  Gregg,  Daniel  Heistei, 
James  Hillhoiue,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchcll,  John 
W.  Kitten,  Richard  B.  Lee,  Samuel  Livennore.  James 
Madiaon,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  William 
Tuu  Mumj,  rfath&niel  Nilea,  John  Fags,  Jamah  Par- 
ker,  Joshua  8enej,  TJplon  Sheridine,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Jonathan  Stors^  Abraham  Venabte,  Alei't  White, 
and  Frendi  WilUs. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  resolutions  be  postponed  until 


WGONEeDAT,  April  4. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  last,  on  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of 
the  Public  Debt.  Whereupon,  the  fiAh  resolution 
hanng  been  read,  in  the  woros  following: 

"  Suohed,  That  the  subscripCions  to  the  afbresaid 
h)ans  in  State  debt  be  payable  [n  such  certificatea,  bills, 
notee,  and  evidences  of  debt,  wbataoever,  as  aball  have 
1>een  iuued  b;  the  reipectiie  States  and  by  the  several 
Commtssionera  of  Loani  of  the  United  States,  on  ac- 
count of  the  excesses  of  the  sums  subscribed  in  certain 
States  bevond  tiie  sums  beretorore  assumed  for  such 
States :  PnmtUd,  That  no  such  certificates,  bills,  notes, 
or  evidences  of  debt,  of  (he  respective  Stales,  shall  be 
leceivable  upon  the  said  loan,  which,  from  the  tenor 
thereof,  or  from  an;  public  record,  act,  or  document, 
riiall  appear  or  can  be  ascertained  to  have  been  iinied 
fcr  purposes  irrelative  to  oKnpenjalions  and  eipendi- 
tnrea,  for  services  or  supplies  towards  the  proeecution 
of  the  lale  war  and  the  defence  of  the  United  States, 
oi  of  some  part  thereof  during  the  same ;  but  this  A,  " 
not  be  construed  to  exclude  any  certificate,  bill,  no 
or  evidence  of  debt,  which  shall  have  been  issued 
lien  or  on  account  of  any  other  certificate,  bill,  note, 
evidence  of  debt,  which  was  itself  issued  in  relation 
auch  compensations  and  expenditures ;" 

The  question  was  put  that  the  Honse  do  agree 
to  the  same,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  sixth,  seventn.  and  eighth  resolutions  \vci  e 
severally  twice  read;  and  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ort^^d,  Thai  a  bill  or  bills  he  brought  in  pur- 
BUani  to  the  first,  second,  fourth,  sijtE,  seventh, 
and  eighth  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Fitzbihons, 
Mr.  Laurance,  Mr.  Key,  Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr. 


taken,  "  Is  the  said  a 


Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  do  pr^wre  and  fariBg 
'  I  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

"That  it  be  an  inMnictian  lathe  committee  laatBiK 
wnnted,  to  repoit  a  proTjaton  for  a  loan  of  the  ramaiii- 
mg  debts  of  die  individaal  Btatea :" 

The  said  motion  was  objected  to,  as  out  of  or- 
der. Whereupon,  the  Spsaesb  declared  the  saLtt 
motion  not  to  he  in  order  i  from  which  deeision  aC 
the  Chair,  an  appeal  being  made  by  two  membefs- 
1  the  juogmeni  of  the  House,  and  the  questioa 

._.  .,..  .i_  ._-i  _.__■_  no^erT"  it  pessedii 
1  motion  was  reie  '  * 
„  from  the  Senate  informed  the  £ 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  ascertain  the  boundary  of  a  tract  of  land 
purchased  by  John  Cleves  Symraes,"  with  ao 
amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the  c 
ence  of  this  House. 

Onn 
Ived, 

States  be  req^uested  to  cause  the  proper  officers  to 
lay  before  this  House  such  papers  of  a  public  na- 
ture, in  the  Executive  Department,  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  the  investigation  of  the  causes  of  the 
failure  of  the  late  expedition  under  Major  Gene- 
ral St.  Clair. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  FtTzaiMOHS,  Mr.  Gilbs, 
and  Mr.  Steele,  be  appointed  a  committee  to 
wait  on  the  President  of^  the  United  States  with 
the  foregoing  resolution. 

GENERAL  NATHANIEL  GREENE. 

The  House  OToceeded  to  consider  the  rosolution 
reported  from  tne  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  24th  of  February  last,  lo  indunnify  the 
estate  of  the  late  General  Natiuniel  Groene  for  a 
certain  surelyship  entered  into  by  the  said  Na- 
thaniel  Greene,  in  his  lifetime,  on  the  public  be- 
half. Whereupon,  the  said  resolution  being  read 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  as  follows: 

"  Whereas,  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Cireene, 
on  the  8lh  day  of  April,  1783,  the  more  efTectualtj  to 
procure  raliont  and  supplies  for  the  Southern  Army  ^ 
the  United  States,  became  bound  as  surety  Ibi  foba 
Banks  &,  Co,  to  Nencomen  &  ColteC,  merchants  in 
Charleston,  for  the  payment  of  £8,743  15s.  6d.,  sterling 
money,  bebg  the  condition  of  the  said  bond : 

"And  whereas,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1786,  the  balance 
of  principal  and  mlerest  of  said  bond,  being  then 
£8,688  Ss.  sterling,  was  paid  by  the  said  Generil 
Greene.     Therefore, 

"Raolvtd,  That  the  United  States  shall  indemaify 
the  estate  of  the  said  General  Greene  for  the  said  sun 
itioned,  and  the  interest  thereof  or  for  such  sum 


Messrs.  NeweomeD  i.  Collet,  in  whidi  General  Oreena 
was  securi^  for  the  said  Baldu  &  Co.,  it  shall  appear 
that  neither  General  Greene  nor  his  executais  shall 
■hall  have  received  any  payment  or  compenaation  for ; 
Prodded,  The  executors  of  the  said  General  Greene 
■hall  accaunt  for  a  sum  being  about  £2,000,  be  thaaam* 
mare  or  leas,  recovered  by  John  Ferrie,  one  of  the  part- 
ners of  the  roid  John  Banks  &  Co,,  to  be  in  part  of  th« 
indemnification  aforesaid  i  and  also  shall  make  over  for 
the  use  of  the  United  Stales,  all  mortgages,  bonda,  «f 
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btdeamityUi  Gewrai  Oreerte. 


1  the  affirmarive — yeas  S 


due,  which  were  obtuned  bj  the  taid  Oenenl  Greene, 
in  hi»  LietiDie,  from  the  mad  Banlu  dc  Go^  on  uconnt 
othja  beinc  ■Orel;  Ibr  them  w  ■itreokl,  to  be  med  far 
in  the  name  of  the  wid  execnton.  Sot  the  uie  at  the 
United  StctM." 

The  preTious  question  thereoo  was  called  for 
by  fire  members,  to  wit :  "  Shall  the  main  qnes- 
tiOD,  to  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  be  now  put  ?" 
And  on  the  previous  question,  "  Snail  the  main 

Jaestion  be  now  put  T'  it  vras  resoWed  in  the  af- 
miative.  And  then  the  main  question."  That 
the  House  do  arree  to  the  said  resolation  7"  being 

put,  it  was  resolTed  "     "' "   '" "" 

nays  26,  as  follows : 

7uer— Fiiher  Ames,  Abnhun  flaldwin,  fiobert 
Bunwell,  Egbeit  Benson,  Sheaijaahub  Boume,  Ben- 
Uioin  Boume,  William  Findlej,  Thomu  FiOainiona, 
Elbridge  Gern,  Andrew  Gregg,  Thooiu  Hank;,  Da- 
niel Heialer,  Philip  Kej,  John  yf.  Kittna,  John  Lau- 
rance,  Amaia  Learned,  Richud  Bland  Lee,  Samuel 
Liiarmote,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wiliiain 
Tans  Humy,  John  Page,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Upton 
Sheridine,  Williuu  Smith,  Suouel  Stenett,  George 
Thatcher,  Jotm  Vinio^,  Jeremiah  Wsdiworth,  and 
Francii  Willis. 

NAis^-Johu  Baptirt  Ashe,  Eliaa  Boodinot,  J<rim 
Brawn,  Abraham  Clark,  WiUiam  B.  Oiks,  Nicholas 
Gitman,  Benjamin  Ooodhoe,  James  Gttrdou,  William 
BartT  Grave,  James  Hillhonse,  loaal  Jaaoba,  Aanm 
grtrhril,  Nathaniel  Macao,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel 
NUcs,  JMfana  Beney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Isimri  Smith, 
Jotui  Steele,  Jonathan  Stupes,  Thmnas  Sompter,  Pe- 
ter Sylvester,  Thomas  Tredwetl,  Artsmas  Ward,  Alex- 
ander White,  and  Hugh  WilUsmson. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutitm,  and  that  Mr.  Liver- 
MORE,  Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  Barnwell,  do  prepare 
and  bring  io  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pesseA  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt." 

The  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Seney,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wa 
referred  a  motion  relative  to  a  certain  claim  of 
the  State  of  Marrland,  made  a  report,  which  was 
read,  and  orderetf  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tne  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  compensate  the 
Corporation  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Grammar 
School  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the  Stale 
of  Delaware,  for  the  occupation  of,  and  damages 
done  to,  the  said  school  during  the  late  war;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaeeh  re- 
sumed the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Bourne,  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said 
bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-motrow. 

Mr.  BoDniNOT.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
waa  committed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
tilled  "An  act  for  regulating  processes  in  the  conrts 
of  the  United  States,  and  providiitg  compensation 
iot  the  offie«ra  of  the  said  eoorla,  and  fi»  jinocs 


reiKirt,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  HoDse  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

«  Whole  House  on 

and  conveyance  of  ce 

of  Associates, 

pressed  i"  and,  after  some  time  spent 

Coouninee  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave 

Tbcrsday,  April  5. 

An  ensrosaed  bill  to  compensate  the  Corpora- 
on  of  Truateea  of  the  Public  Grammar  School 
and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of 
Delaware,  for  the  occupation  of,  and  damages 
done  to  the  said  sehool,  during  the  late  war,  waa 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  S«iate  entitled  "  An  act 
lor  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  LivGBMoBB,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  indemnify  the  estate  m  the  late 
Major  General  Nathaniel  Greene  for  a  certain 
bond  entered  into  by  him,  for  the  public  service, 
during  the  late  warj  which  was  received,  ana 
read  the  first  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  memorial  of  Anthony 
Walton  White,  which  was  made  on  the  2lBt  day 
of  Pebruarv,  1791.  Whereupon,  so  much  of  the 
said  report  being  read  as  proposes — 

"  That  the  mm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  p^ier  currency,  ailvanced  by  the  memorialist 
for  the  su]    ■"     ^ ""'         ■----■■         1-   a—*-     -.i - 

ist,  at  il      . 

pablu:  •eeotmb,  either  with  the  State  of  Virginia  m 

United  States." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr. 
BonniNOT,  Mr.  MoonB,  and  Mr.  Sdmpteb,  with 
repwt  thereon  by  way  of  bill  or 


again  ti 

tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  authorizine  a 
srant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio 
Company  of  Associates,  on  the  terms  therein  ex- 
pressed; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
HFEARER  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Mchlen- 
BERO  reported  that  the  Committee  had  again  bad 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  maae  seve- 
ral amendments  thereto;  which  were  severally 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 


procee 

ment  proposed  hy  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
"  An  act  to  ascertain  the  boundaries  of  a  tract  of 
land  purchased  by  John  Cleves  Symmes;"  and 
the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  relative  to  supplies  necessary  for 
the  ensuing  year;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
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[ArsiH  ITSe. 


tlMiein,  the  CMomiUee  reporied  ptogrcM^  «ttd  had 
leave  to  sit  asaiD. 

leefroBilbe  Senate  infftrmed  ihe  HoUfe 


that  the  Senaie  have  agreed  lo  a  nootntioa 
CsDrren  will  adjouio  on  Tuetday,  the  17th  of 
Apru,  tDatanJ ;  to  which  they  deaiie  the  coaeor- 
lence  of  thii  Houie. 

The  Spbaxib  laid  before  the  Moum  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  accompaDy- 
inff  hia  report  on  the  subject  of  compensations  to- 
officers  employed  in  the  colleclioo orthe  revenue, 
pursuant  to  aaorderof  the  18lh  of  January,  1791;, 
which  vas  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resided  itself  into  a  Conmittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  seal  from  the  Senate 
enihled  "  An  act  fixing  the  compeBsationa  of  the 
I>Dorlieepen  of  die  Senate  aad  House  ot  Repi 
sentalives  in  Congress;"  aad,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Spbakir  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Bocbkb,  of  Rhode  Island,  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  till  under  con- 
sideratien,  and  made  seveial  amendments  thereto: 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  aad  agreed  to 
to  by  the  Honse. 

The  said  Idll,  together  with  the  mneadmentE, 
was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
AFPOBTIONMENT  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  retutning  to  the  Hosse  the  bill 
passed  by  the  lwt>  Houses  entitled  "  Aa  act  for  m 
Apportionment  of  Representatives  among  th< 
several  States  according  to  the  first  Enumeration,' 
and  presented  to  the  President  for  his  approbation 
on  Monday,  the  26th  of  March ;  to  which  hill  the 
President  oaving  made  objectioos,  the  said  objec- 
tions ware  read,  and  ordered  to  be  enieltd  at  large 
on  the  Journal,  as  follows : 

"  Urivb*  Stitb*!  J^rii  ft,  I1M> 
"  Gtntltmta  of  Ike  Houte  of  lUpraenlatha  ■• 

"  I  hsTe  rQBtnrel;  conrfdend  the  act  pawed  bj  the 
two  HoiuM  entitled  '  An  act  for  ui  Af^xirtionnisat  af 
BcpiwenlatJvM  aln>ng  th«  Wv«nl  Btaira,  acMrdlng  to 
&e  first  EnumeralioD  j^  and  I  return  it  lo  jour  Ho«s«, 
wbsretoi  it  oriirlnatad,  with  die  MIowiBg  abjMtioac 

"  Pint  The  ConrtlliMMn  has  presisr&ied  that  Bepr«- 
•BBtative*  skoU  b«  appntioned  wnMs  the  nrenl  Slatw 


lordiag  to  the  terms  thexmsz- 
pMned^  w*B  itiA  ihc  ikiri  tim*  and  piwd 
Mr>S'iTxaiMcHM,friii*tfae««HmitnaappaBnad, 


■pMti*e  number*  of  tli«  Stal««,  will  yield  the  Bambar 
■Jld  allotinent  of  RepreHOtatiTes  piopoHd  by  the  bill. 

"Second.  The  Conititutjonhu  also  provided  that  the 
munber  of  RepreMntaliTM  shall  not  eiceed  one  for 
every  thirty  tbousand  ;  which  reatrictkin  i>,  by  the  con- 
text, and  1^  fail  and  obvious  coiulructlMi,  to  be  applied 
to  the  separate  and  reapective  numben  of  the  States ; 
■nd  the  bin  has  allotted  to  eight  of  the  Stales  more  than 
one  for  ererr  thirtv  thousand, 

-O.  WASHINGTON." 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assifDed  for  the 
reconsideration  of  the  said  hilL  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed hy  the  Constitution  of  tne  United  9talK>. 

Fbidav,  April  6. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  grant  and 

eoaveyance  ofceftaia  lands  to  the  Ohio  Compaa;  | 


liU  mimihmeatuj  to  the  mtt  amkim 

prolusion  for  the  Dew  of  the  iMited  StMW;  wtin 
was  received,  and  read  twice  and  comiDitted. 

INDEMHITT  TO  GENERAL  GREENE. 

A  blU  to  indemnify  the  estate  of  the  late  Majer 
General  Nathaniel  Greene  for  a  certain  bond  en- 
tered into  by  hira,  tot  the  puhlic  service:,  diuing 
the  late  war,  was  read  the  second  time )  ami.  «n 
B  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  said  bill  be 
eommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  first  Monday  in  August  next,  it  passed  in 
the  negative — yeas  17,  nays  45,  as  follows : 

Yds. — John'  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Cbit,  Wiflian 

B.  Gilei,  WlUiam  Bany  Grove,  Aaron  KitdRlI,  IVatbk- 
niel  Maoon,  James  Madison,  Andrei*  Moore,  Coroeffn* 

C.  Sdioonmaker,  Josbaa  Seney,  Jeremtah  ^ii^^  Jotta 
Urieele,  Jonsllian  Stnrgea,  Thomas  Sumpter,  "nMxma 
Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Hugh  WiDiamaini. 

ffiTs. — Wisher  Amm,  Abraham  KUdwin,  RUbort 
Bammtl,  Egbert  Benson,  Sbeaijaslnib  Bomne,  Benja- 
min Bonmo,  John  Brown,  Wiffiam  Pindley,  llMnas 
Fitiaimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Rldlotaa  Oifanan,  Beija- 
min  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Ongg,  Stamitl 
tinffia,  Thomas  Haitlm,  Danial  Heiiter,  Ja«M  Hilt> 
houa,  DaniH  Bager,  brael  Jamba,  PUKp  Kot,  hAa 
W,  Kitt«a,  Jebn  Laanaoss  Amaaa  LMinad,  lUAari 
Blasd  Lee;  SanMrf  Lhwrnara,  Jita  Trmdm  Mmm, 
Frederick  Atgataa  MuhlenbMf,  WlUliaa  Vmm  Mar- 
ray,  Nathaniel  Miles,  John  Page,  JoMBh  Paikv,  Theo- 
dore Sidprick,  DpMi  SbwUiiie,  Im*1  trnM,  WH^ 
Auith,  Samuel  SMrrett,  Peter  Sylveatar,  Oe*.  Thatckw, 
Thomas  Tud<H  Tntier,  John  Vinin«,  JeiOBah  Wad»- 
north,  Artemaa  Ward,  Alexander  White,  and  Piandi 

waiia. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  commilted  to  a 

Committee  of  the  Wliole  House  on  Monday  next 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  till 
passed  hy  the  two  Houses  entitled  "  An  act  for 
an  Apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the 
several  Stales,  according  lo  the  first  Enomer*- 
tion,"  which  was  presented  for  approbation  on 
Monday,  the  26th  of  March,  and  returned  by  the 
President  yesterday,  with  objections. 

The  said  hill  was  read,  and  is  as  foOows: 
"  An   Act  for  an  Appotlioniiient  of  Repiesentativea 

among  the  several  States,  according  lo  the  first  Bna- 

"  Btit maeitd In/ the  Senate  and  Hoate  of  Repraeat 
ativa  of  the  Vmted  Stala  of  Amtriea  in  Coarrat 
attmbled.  That,  &om  and  after  the  3d  day  of  Hhir^ 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine^- 
Ihree,  &e  Houie  of  RepntaenlaliTeB  aball  be  composed 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  members,  elected  withm  dw 
•everal  States,  aecotdiaj  to  the  fbtlowing  apportion- 
ment, that  is  to  say  :  Within  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, five ;  within  the  State  of  MaHachtisetta,  sixteen  | 
withhi  the  State  of  Vemont,  three ;  within  the  Stats 
of  lUMde  Island,  two;  within  the  State  of  CoMMclloat, 
eight)  within  dw  Stale  of  New  York,  ^veii;  wHhJa 
the  State  of  New  Janey,  ail ;  withia  the  State  of  Pm» 
•ytvisus,Anrtean;  within  the  Stataof  Delawan,  tm; 
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within  tlte  Bute  of  Htljltnd,  nine ;  nithin  ttie  8Uta 
<tf  Tirginia,  twe)i^-«ne ;  nithin  die  State  of  Kentnck^, 
MTo; -within  tbcSuurof  North Caroliiim,ti*«lve;  urithn 
flw  Sl^M  of  Stfnlli  Cazdtna,  servn;  ttd  wilMt  the 
Btsu  of  Oeorcia,  tm. 

"JOKATHAK  THUMBULL, 
•Sptako'efUui  Houtt  of  Stprtmutlatitu^ 
"iOHTi  ADAMS, 
"  fiet  Preiidaii  V.  S,and  Praidatt  •/ SuMit}' 
The  President's  objections  trere  Also  read;  and, 
tRet  dc'bate  on  the  snbieet-maltei'  of  the  said  Ml, 
the  Question  "That  t£«  Hoil3«,  on  Teeoaskleni' 
tion,  do  agree  to  psas  the  6iH,"  was  detennmed  ia 
the  biode  pieserlbed  \/j  the  CcmstltatioB  erf  lh« 
United  Slates,  and  passed  in  tttC  negatire — yeas 
43,  nays  93,  as  follows: 

Fbas.! — Pisher  Amei,  Egbert  BeBson,  Shelrjfl 
Booni^  Bei^fmin  Boorne,  AbTaham  Clark,  Thomu 


dita  Ooodhne,  Juum  Gor£in,  Thoonu  Rurtley,  larael 
Jaeofag,  Antoa  KlldMll,  John  W.  Kjttera,  John  L«d- 
nnce,  Amius  Lesmed,  Stotud  Livenaore,  Nathanid 
RBm,  ConuUiu  C.  SeboeniHaker,  TbMdore  Sedgwifl, 
loranriah  Snrith,  Iirael  SMilh,  Jiriih  Sim«»,  Saorg* 
ThBteher,  Tbomka  Tr*d*ttU,  J«ta]l  Vlningr,  Jeteviak 
Wadnvoitb,  tai  ArMnuw  Wcid. 

NAia^-^ohn  Baptitt  Aahe,  AhnkaB  Bridnin,  Bo- 
btM  BBmw«U,  Jcdm  Blown,  WiUiua  Pndln,  Wiliiain 
B.  Gilet,  Awbww  Gran,  Snaual  Giiffin,  Wm.  Ban^ 
GfOTo,  Daoid  Haiitar,  MUM  HiUkiMUe,  DMiwllbignv 
Fhil^  Ks7,  Ridunl  Blud  Lee,  Nathauial  MaMo, 
Jama*  Had^n,  John  Franda  Marcei^  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Auguatua  Muhlenberg  William  Vans  Mui> 
nj,  John  Pfc.  Jodah  Pojier,  Joshua  SeneT,  Cpton 
Sheridina,  William  Smith,  Saraael  St^irett,  Jonathan 
Sturgea,  Thomaa  Sumptar,  Thomaa  Tudor  Tucker, 
Abraham  Venable.  Alexander  White,  Hugh  William' 
•on,  aad  Francia  WilUi. 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected,  two-thirda  of 
the  House  not  agreeing  to  pass  the  same. 

A  mesB^e  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Housa 
tbat  the  ^nale  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  estabUshment 
and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and 


e  of  the  W^ole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  supplies  for 
the  ensuing  year;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
thereiii,  the  Cominittee  rose  and  reported  progress. 
A  mesMge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tliat  the  ^naCe  agree  to  the  first  and  disagree  to 
the  last  ameji dm ent  proposed  by  this  House  to  the 
bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for 
filing  the  compensations  of  the  Doorkeepers  of 
the  Seikate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Con- 

Satukiut,  Apiril  7. 

The  SpbAKBR  laid  Mfore  the  Hotise  a  Letter 
ftom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Heeompany- 
inc  nindry  pertidoiis  which  w«re  refened  to  hin, 
hM  renmed  pummt  to  an  order  of  Ae  Honse  of 
the  BTtfa  nltinu). 

The  bill  Mht  fMm  flie  SedMe  ehtMed  "  Aa  Ut 


mqiplementary  to  the  act  f<v  t 

and  support  of  light-houses,  beacon*,  bvoyit,  and 
public  ptcn^'  was  read  twice  and  cotanuUtd  to 
the  wbole  House  imaediataly. 

The  Houaa  ttwB  lesolred  itself  iuto-a  Ceomit' 
tmof  dteWhtd*  ou  theMiAhiU.)  ».mi,»£tex oamt 
tbae  spont  tkerehk.  Mi.  SpftaniH  rtsUnred  ike 
efenh-  end  Mr.  BoDiim,of  Hbods  MaMl,'Mp(>Tted 
rtlfil  roe  Oommiriev  held  had  the  bill  aadtr  oob- 
9Jdermiov,aiid  tnsdeanatnendmemtheKteii'wliieh 
wastwiceresd.andagreedtoby  tbeHowse-.  Tfce 
said  biH,  ttweiHer  Wtfti  the  amendtnent,  was  read 
the  third  time;  and  ttie  tidcstJon  being  put  that 
the  same  do  passj  it  was  resolred  In  the  affireoatire. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

The  Hottse  resoiyed  itself  rirto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Hmiseon  the  bill  sent  fVom  (be  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  net  to  erect  a  Light-house  on  Mon- 
tauk  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York ;"  and,  after 
some  time  ^tent  therein,  euhI  an  amendment  be- 
ing made  thereto,  the  said  biQ  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  Hotise  proceeded  to  reconsider  Iheir  last 
amETitdment,  to  which  the  Senate  halfa  dismjreed, 
to  the  bill  sent  fhm  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
fixing  the  cotnpraisations  ol'  the  Doorkeepers  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatires  in  Cttn- 
gress;"  and  the  same  being  read— 

Retohed,  That  this  House  doth  recede  ftottt 
their  !^id  atnendmedt. 

Ordered^  That  ft  comtniHee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  apportloDlng 
Representatives  among  the  several  States,  aecorf 
ing  to  the  first  Enumerarion,  at  the  ratio  of  one 
Representative  for  every  thirty  thousand  persons 
in  the  respective  States;  and  mat  Mr.  Laobancb, 
Mr.  Seney,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire, 
be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  again  resdved  into  a  Conamittee  of 
the  Whole  HoBse  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
relative  to  sttpplies  necessary  for  the  ensuing  year; 
and,  af^er  some  time  sj>ent  therein,  the  Chalrmm 
reported  several  resolutions  tfaeretipon, which  were 
severally  tvrice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Ladbasce,  fVom  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  apportioning  RepresentaHves 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  Che  first 
Enomeraiion,  at  the  ratio  of  one  Representative 

for  erery thousand  persons  hi  the  respettivB 

SiBtesi  which  was  received,  and  read  twice  and 
committed. 

The  HouM  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Honse  on  the  bill  seht  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  times  of  holding 
the  Girtuit  Courts  in  certain  districts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purpose ;"  and,  after 
some  tilne  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  r^rted 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  Inade  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  taWe. 

M«hMir,  April  9^ 
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respecting  a  cUim  of  the  State  of  Maryland: 
W&ereupoD, 

RacAitd,  Hot  the  claim  of  the  Hid  Stale  be  allowed 
lot  the  aum  of  two  hundred  and  fottf-two  ponnda  eight 
■hiUinga  and  three  pence,  coirent  mon«^  of  the  aaid 
State,  paid  to  Nicholai  Roxton  Moore,  for  the  amount 
of  a  judgment  rend«ted  ageinat  him  in  the  General 
Conit  of  the  laid  State,  an  aeeount  of  hotaea  puichaaed 
for  the  uae  of  the  United  States  doling  the  late  war : 
and  that  the  CommiMioDen  fbi  settling  the  accountf 
between  the  United  Slate*  and  iudiiidiul  Sulea,  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  adjust  and  aettle  the  aaid 
claim,  with  the  agent  of  the  State  aibreaaid,  on  the 
same  piindples  as  othei  claims  of  the  seieial  Btalea  are 
adjusted  and  settled ;  an?  lunitstion  in  the  acta  of  Con- 
gten  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding- 
Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  aud  that  Mr.  Sehey, 
Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Schpter,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  Mouse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  an  Apportion- 
ment of  Representatives  atuong  the  several  Slates, 
according  to  the  first  Enumeration;  at  the  rati 
of  one  for  every      ■■  thousand  persons,  in  the  ri 
spec  lire  States. 

Mr.  Giles  observed,  that,  although  this  subjei 


has  been  heretofore  th<»oughly  discussed,  aud  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  probahly  fhtigued  with  the 
discussion,  yet  he  could  not  help  trespassing  upon 


r  menLOQing 


the  patience  of  the  Committee,  by  .  „ 

some  of  the  principal  reasous  which  would  influ- 
ence his  vote  against  the  motioa,  and  io  favor  of 
that  ratio  which  will  afford  the  greatest  number 
of  Representatives  authorized  by  tbeConstiliuion. 
He  was  induced  to  do  this  from  an  opinion  that, 
in  the  usual  course  of  things,  nrzuments  will  have 
an  effect  upon  the  public  mind  in  some  measure 
proportioned  to  their  own  solidity,  and  (he  purity 
of  tne  motives  which  actuate  them.  That  the 
comnound  of  these  qualities  form  a  common  stand- 
aid,  by  which  all  arguments  would  aod  ought  to 
be  measured  hy  the  great  majority  of  the  i>eople; 
and  he  had  no  objections  to  fubmitting  his  rea- 
sons to  the  application  of  this  common  standard: 
he  meant,  however,  to  coufine  himself  to  general 
remarks,  and  not  to  fatigue  the  Committee  unne- 
cessarily with  minute  exemplification  of  them. 

He  proceeded  by  observing,  that  (he  expression 
in  the  Constitution  induced  and  justified  the  gene- 
ral expectation  among  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  that  one  Representative  for  every  thirty 
thousand  persons  was  secured  to  them  by  the 
Constitution;  that  a  definitive  certainly  in  the 
niunber  of  Representatives,  as  well  as  the  manner 
of  procuring  Uiem,  is,  in  its  nature,  of  Constitu- 
tional and  not  of  Legislative  provision,  and  affords 
a  reason  against  varying  the  ratio  mentioned  in 
the  Constitution,  althou^  that  ratio  be  expressed 
in  terms  of  latitude;  that  Congress  had  confirmed 
the  general  expectation  in  the  public  mind  by  the 
proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  and  had 
at  least  given  a  solemn  opinion  in  favor  of  the 
mio  of  one  to  thirty  ihoosan^  until  the  number 


mpiez 
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of  Reprt'Hitctativet  should  amount  to  one  hondred, 
after  aoquirinif  which  number  by  that  rule  valj. 
a  qualified  dl^crelion  is  admitted;  that  tbe  ojk^ 
niotts  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  of  AmerKi 
were  m  favor  oi  nu  increased  representation,  at 
least  as  far  as  the  uluioat  limits  prescribed  by  tie 
ConstitUlioni  that  loi.-i  circumstance  -was  evi- 
denced by  the  Conventi^Qs  which  adopted  the 
CMMtilntion:  that  it  was  lurther  evidenced  by 
the  several  Legislatures  wnich  adopted  tbe  pio- 
posed  amendments  before  ailuJeJ  to;  that  it  *St 
still  further  evidenced  by  the  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  respective  Stale  Legislatures; 
that  this  last  circumstance  is  rendered  peculiarly 
forcible  by  a  comparative  view  of  tiie  obicctsot 
legislation  chartered  to  the  Goverumeni  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  retained  to  the  Siatc 
Governments.  The  objects  of  legislation  char- 
tered to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
are  wholly  national  and  important;  the  objects 
of  legislation  retained  to  the  State  Govenuuenti 
are  comparatively  local  andsuboitem:  those  pe- 
culiarly proinpt  temptation  and  invite  coiimt- 
tion — these  offer  no  inducements  to  either,  u 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  o 
tuents  of  the  Repreaentative  body  are  con 
and  diversified;  in  the  State  GovemmoitB  Ij 
are  comparatively  simple  and  assimikUed.  'nu 
a  sympathy  with  tbe  feelings  of  the  peofde  slioaU 
characterize  this  branch  of  the  Government;  wis- 
dom is  the  expected  characteristic  of  the  Senate; 
and  despatch  of  the  Executive. 

To  the  inequality  of  representation  relatively 
States  suggested  to  result  from  the  applicatioa 
of  this  rule,  Mr.  G.  replied  that  the  inequality 
complained  of  is  rather  ideal  than  real;  that  to 
determine  how  far  this  consideration  really  ought 
to  exist  among  States,  it  is  right  and  proper  to 
ascertain  tbe  whole  comparative  Goremment: 
""■»  -he  issue  of  this  inquiry  will  be,  that  those 
in  whose  favor  the  rule  is  said  to  operate, 
1  the  least  governmental  influence  m  the 
;,  proportioned  to  numbers;  and  that  the 
casual  gam  here  is  no  equivalent  for  the  certain 
loss  there.  As  far,  therefore,  as  the  governmental 
influence  of  States  in  relation  to  numbers  is  to 
operate,  it  will  furnish  a  motive  of  preferment  foe 
the  rule  be  contended  for. 
It  has  been  said  (continued  Mr.  G.)  that  the  re- 

Sresentation  of  theStates  in  the  Senate  is  strictly 
efined  by  the  Constitution,  and  that  therefore  die 
lion  of  the  relativeinfiuence  of  the  Stately 
men,  snould  not  be  resorted  Co  as  an  argument  in 
iheapportionmeni  of  Representatives  to  ^isHouse. 
But,  it  should  be  observed,  that  the  rule  contend- 
ed_  for,  though  not  so  strictly  defined,  is  equally 
within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution;  and  the  most 
extended  use  to  be  made  of  this  consideration  it, 
to  manifest  the  impropriety  of  resorting  to  the 
pretended  inequality  among  Slates,  as  a  conclu- 
sive argument  to  vary  that  ratio  of  representation 
for  this  House  which  is  admitted  to  be  the  moat 
proper,  upon  its  intrinsic  merits,  and  when  viewed 
without  a  reference  to  that  consideration.  Thia 
particular  subject  suggests  a  peculiar  equity  and 
pic^riaty,  in  taking  into  consideraticw  the  com- 
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paratiVe  governmental  infinence  of  the  Stales  in 
the  Senate,  proportioned  to  numbers;  because,  it 
is  In  consequence  of  a  repiescntation  by  States, 
there,  that  taey  gain  this  unequal  influenoe:  and 
nothing  more  is  contended  for  by  this  rule  than  a 
representation  of  the  people  through  the  medium 
of  the  seTeral  States,  here.  The  rule  of  repre- 
scDtation  is  not  the  cause  of  the  present  inequality, 
as  far  as  it  may  appear  to  exist;  it  is  a  mere  coq- 
tiogeni  circuiastance,  depending  upon  arbitrary 
facts  and  numbers,  which  cannot  be  rendered  sub- 
serrient  to  any  general  rule.  It  should  alao  be 
remarked,  thai  most  of  the  States  supposed  to  be 
favored  by  the  operation  of  this  rule,  nave,  here- 
tofore, been  unequally  represented  in  the  extreme; 
And  from  the  extent  and  rapid  populatioo  of  these 
States,  it  may  be  concluded,  with  certainty,  that 
previously  to  the  expiration  of  the  present  appor- 
tionment, the  real  inequality  of  representation  in 
this  House,  as  well  as  m  the  Senate,  will  continue 
to  bear  particularly  hard  upon  them.  Perfect 
equality  is  unattainable;  and  the  proposed  ratio 
is,  in  the  principle,  »iually  subject  with  any  other 
to  all  the  inconveniences  winch  it  is  intended  to 
remedy. 

The  inconveniences  of  the  rule  he  contended 
for,  in  their  utmost  extent,  can  never  he  very  great, 
because  the  same  rule  is  applied  in  the  same  man- 
ner to  the  respective  States;  and  the  most  ex- 
tended scope  tor  its  uaequBi  operation  must  be 
confined  to  the  casual  result  of  the  fractional  num- 
bers within  the  several  Slates.  In  reflecting  upon 
this  argument  of  inequality  of  representation  in 
relation  to  States,  an  idea  had  presented  itself  to 
his  mind  which  seemed  to  him  both  novel  and 
important;  and  that  is,  that  a  quality  exists  in  the 
Qovernment,  from  its  peculiar  organization,  which 
enables  a  minority  of  consiitoents,  through  the 


-. _. — J ^ , ^,,_y  against 

the  will  of  their  minority  of  Representatives.  This 
quality  of  the  Ctovernment  arises  from  the  State 
representations  in  the  Senate:  and  it  exists  not 
merely  in  speculation  or  idea — ft  has  been  sensibly 


very  bill  now  under  consideration  will  probably 
fbrnish  one  strong  evidence  Of  its  efficacy  in  prac- 
tice; it  would  have  passed  very  differently  from 
the  present  propoGitioo,  if  it  had  not  met  with  this 
unnatural  check;  and  I  am  concerned,  said  he,  to 
remark,  that  almost  in  every  important  measnre 
of  the  Government,  the  minority  of  the  people  of 
the  tJnion  had  given  law  to  the  majority  of  the 
people,  sffaiuat  their  consent,  as  far  as  this  can  be 
eviaencea  through  the  medium  of  their  Repre- 
sentatives. This,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  a  radical 
evil  in  tiie  Government,  and  its  magnitude  would 
be  in  a  great  meaanre  proportioned  to  the  extea' 
Bwn  of  the  .objects  of  legjilation  bv  this  Govern- 
ment, if  the  people  be  the  only  Leaial  source  of 
Sovernmenlal  authority,  and  this  right  of  indivi- 
uals  be  equal,  this  is  certainly  a  heterodox  prin- 
ciple in  the  Government.  He  would  not  prelesd 
to  say,  however,  that  this  was  a  cancer  upoD  the 
body  politic  too  inveterate  and  vital  to  admit  of  ■ 


core;  bat  he  conceived  it  to  be  a  aore  of  that  sort 
which  it  would  be  unwise  to  irritate  or  tamper 
with:  and  he  conceived,  also,  the  present  propo- 
sition not  to  be  withotil  its  irritating  qaalities. 

Mr.  G.  then  proceeded  to  consider,  upon  gene- 
ral principles,  of  increasing  the  representation  in 
this  House  to  the  full  extent  authorized  by  the 
GonstitutioD,  and  patticulaily  with  a  view  to  the 
necessity  of  establishtng,  in  this  branch  of  the  Go- 
vernment, a  permaneat  sympathy  with.ihe  landed 
interest  He  observed,  that  all  Representative  Qo- 
vemments  appeared  to  possess  a  natural  tendency 
from  Republicanism  to  Monarchy ;  that,  great  ine- 
qualities in  the  diatribation  of  wealth  amonff  in- 
dividuals, consequent  upon  the  progress  of  all 
Governments,  appeared  to  be  the  came  of  their 
political  evolutions;  that  no  competent  remedy 
against  this  evil  h^  been  heretofore  discovered, 


at  least  practically  applied  by  any  Qovemmeot; 
mat  perhaps  this  great  political  lirhi  may  first 
shine  forth  through  the  medium  of  the  American 


Constitutions,  and  serve,  as  some  others  have  pre- 
viously ^ne,  to  iltomine  not  only  the  American, 
bnt  the  European  world. 

Thepecaliarcircumstancesof  the  United  States, 
however,  tmee  the  late  Revolution,  and  in  the  in* 
tanoy  of  the  American  Governments,  favored  ex- 
tremely this  natural  principle  of  the  growing  ine- 
quality in  the  distribution  of  wealth  amcHi^  iti- 
dividuals.  An  extensive,  unexhatisted,  teitile 
country  femished  full  scope  for  agriculture,  the 
(denty  and  cheapness  of  provisions  and  rude  ma- 
terials for  mauuiaclures,  and  an  unshackled  com- 
merce for  the  merchaal ;  and  to  these  were  added 
the  blessings  of  peace,  and  laws  securing  to  the 
individual  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  fmita  of 
his  own  industry,  however  abundant.  There 
were  intrinsic  circumstances ;  there  was  a  conlin- 

f;ent  one.  A  public  debt—the  price  of  the  Revo- 
ution  itself  and  its  consequent  blessiugs — had  beat 
incurred,  and,  A'om  the  imbecility  ofthe  then  ex- 
isting Confederacy,  and  othra  causes,  was  depre- 
ciated considerably  below  its  nominal  value ;  but 
it  was  then  in  small  masses,  and  not  very  unequal- 
ly spread  amongst  the  individuals  throughout  the 
whole  United  States.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States,  instead  of  managing  this  contin- 
ent circumstance  with  caution,  and  declaring  so 
in  its  ministration,  seized  upon  il  with  its  fiscal 
arrangements,  and  applied  it  as  the  most  powerful 
machine  to  stimulate  this  growing  inequality  in 
the  disiribmionof  wealth— a  fninciple  perhaps  too 
much  fkvored  by  other  existing  causes.  The  Go- 
vernment, not  satisfied  with  the  debts  contracted 
by  the  former  Confederacy,  assumed  the  payment 
or  a  great  proportion  of  the  debts  contracted  by 
the  res^eetive  State  Governments,  and  established 
funds  for  paying  the  interest  of  the  whole.  This 
measure  produced  two  effects,  not  very  desirable 
Amongst  individuals.  It  gathered  these  scattered 
debts,  at  a  very  inferior  price,  from  the  hands  of 
the  many,  and  placed  them  into  the  hands  of  the 
few;  and  it  stimulates  the  value  of  them.  Thus 
collected  into  greater  masses,  beyond  all  calcnl*- 
tion,  by  the  artificial  application  of  fiscal  mecha- 
niara,  it  produced  a  variety  of  serious  effects  with 
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T(i]^ee£  to  the  OoYeiament.  In  opposition  fo  tbe 
agneoltuTBl  or.repuUicKn,  it  eolisled.B  great  loo- 
nefed  iotecest  in  the  Usiud  StaJm,  who,  bavjog 
embarked  thcu-  fortunes  with  the  GoTeromeat, 
would  go  all  lengths  with  it^  Administration, 
wjiethet  light  or  wrong,  virtuous  or  vicious,  by 
randeting  the  debt  but  partially  (edeamaUe,  fasfr- 
iog  perpetual  tax  laws,  and  moftgngiog  their  pro- 
diMts  to  the  payment  of  the  ii)ter«»t  of  this  p&r- 
p«titBUy-«sirtiiw  debL  li  gav«  ike  £iseculive  a 
quaUfiM  control  over  the  best  moneyed  resources 
of  the  United  States,  not  contemplsted  hy  the  Con- 
stitation,  nor  founded  in  wiidam.  It  gave  lise  to 
an  unauthorized  incorporation  of  the  moneyed  in- 
terest,  and  placed  it  as  br  as  possible  fKwD  the 
reach  of  future  Legislative  influence.  It  est&b' 
lishcd  the  doctrine  that  one  aystcnxatic  financier 
was  better  able  to  origioaie  money  biUs  and  tax 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  than  the  whole 
collected  wisdom  of  their  Representatives,  with 
the  aid  of  a  reciprocity  of  feeling,  it  ^ve  rise  to 
the  idea.  «f  a  Sinking  Fund,  without  limitation  as 
ta  aaionmt,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  lew 
trustees,  and  there  to  be  protected  frou  L«gisla- 
tive  coBtroi  by  all  the  senctioits  and  securities  an- 
nfsted  to  private  property.  In  short,  it  established 
t-be  doctrine  that  all  authority  could  be  (nore  ^fe- 
ly  intimted  to,  and  better  executedhy  afew,liuui. 
by  many;  uid,  in  pursuance  Qf<lhisidea,in«de[Qarar 
continual  drafts  of  autbi«ity  frtsn  the  Repre- 
BcUattYe  branch  of  the  Govetiuaent,  and  jiluied 
it  in  tbe  haads  «f  the  lExecuUve ;  leswiUQg,  by 
this  mechaniBm  of  ,adminiBtratiQii,.the  oqnatiiu- 
ticmal  influence  of  the  people  ia  the  Government, 
and  fundunen tally  ehanging  its  naltve  senius  and 
caigmal  principle.  He(Mr.G.)kaewontooampe- 
tnit  remedy  againat  the  abominahle  evils  tabe ap- 
prehended from  the  future  operation  of.  these  un- 
hallowed princinles,  but  a  pernianent  eaiablhih- 
ment  of  the  candid  or  Repuhlican  iaterest  in. this 
House ;  and  the  best  chance  of  efiecting  this  great 
object  he  conceived  to  be  a  full  representation  of 
the  people.  His  alarms  wapec ling  these  fashion- 
able, energetic  principles  were  grea<lly  increased 
by  a  perspective  view  of  some  of  the  proposed 
measuresof  GoreromanL  He  saw  syst«DK  intro- 
duced to  carve  out  of  the. common  righl«  of  one 
pert  of  the  community  prirU^es,  monopolies,  ex- 
clusive rights,  &c.,  for  the  benefit  of  another,  with 
BO  other  view,  in  his  opinion,  but  to  create  nurse- 
ries of  immediate  dependants  upon  the  Goveror 
ment,  whose  interest  will  always  stimuUie  them 
to  support  its  measures,  however  iniquitous  aod 
tymuaical,  and.  indeed,  the  very  eioolumenta which 
will  cDiqpoae  the  price  of  their  attichment  to  the 
QoTemment  will  gmw  out  of  a  tyrannical  violS: 
lion  of  the  rights  of  othen.  iHe  would  ibrhear  to 
mention  a  variety  of  other  circumsttuices,  to  prove 
that  principle  iayiag  a  tendency  to  change  lite 
very  nature  of  the  Qoveniment,  hawe  pervaded 
even  the  minMesI  ramiScalions  of  its.nscaJ  ar- 
rangeuwBts,  jMCWOuld  be  dwell, upon  the  undue 
influence  to  be  apprehended  fiom  moneyed  fo- 
reigners, who  had  become  adventurers  in  the  funds, 
nor  the  various  avenues  opened  to  facilitate  the 
operatiou  of  oorraptioo.    Ue  .would  nifrvly  :re- 


mark,  thsti,;aoti(^  .under  impKCffoos  produced  bjr 
these  considexauons,  and  strengtbeDed  by  others 
not  leas  pertinent  and  important,  suggested  1^  a 
PUmbei  of  gentlemen,  iji  the  course  of  the  discus- 
Bton  of  this  sulyect,  and  believing  that  a  full  i*- 
piesentaiioti  of  the  people  will  furnish  the  only 
chance  of  remedy  Sot  the  existing,  and  a  compe- 
lofit  ^otection  against  future  evils,  be  should 
feel  himself  crimitwl  if  by  his  vote  he  should  give 
u^  a  single  Representative  authorized  by  the  Cchit 
Biitution.  The  aanie  impressions  would  have  in- 
duct him  to  have  voted  ft*  the  proposition  which 
gave  one  hundred  and  twenty  members,  had  it 
not  been  for  a  conscientious  and  paramotiRi  regard 
for  the  preservation  of  the  Constitution.  The  dif- 
ference of  the  position  of  ibe  members  throughout 
the  United  States,  which  would  have  been  as- 
sumed by  the  difference  in  the  jnaaoer  of  makio^ 
the  ai^ortionment,  never  amounted  to  the  mttu- 
miim  of  a  consideration  with  him  against  the.pro- 
iposilion ;  for  he  felt  a  couvictiop.that  the  agrionl- 
inral  ot  equalizing  interest  was  nearly  the  same 
thioi^houi  all  prts  of  the  United  States;  and  he 
hoMQ  that  the  increased  representation  would  fur- 
nish strong  testimonies  of  the  truth  of  the  position. 
He  .would  resiftrk,  geiierally,  the  Government  <^ 
America  was  now  in  a  state  of  puberty,  that  is, 
at  this  ti«e.  She  is  to  assume  a  fixed  character, 
and  he  thought  it  in  some  degree  rested  upon  the 
vote  now  to  De  given,  whether  she  would  preserve 
the  simplicity,  chastity,  and  purity  of  her  native 
irepresentationaod  Republicanism,  in  which  alone 
the  true  dignity  and  greatness  of  her  chaiacter 
must  consist;  or  whether  she  will,  so  early  in 
youthi  prostitute  herself  to  the  venal  and  borrow- 
ed artiaces.qnd  corruptions  of  a  stale  and  pam- 
pered Monarchy?  Whatever  his  own.opinioiis 
or  suspicions  may  be  respeciiog  the  tendency  of 
the  present  Administralign,  ana  whatever  maybe 
the  discussion  of  to-day,  he  should  atill  preserve  a 
hope  that  the  incjeas^  representation,  suwirted 
by  the  .Bolighlened  spirit  'of  the  people  at  large, 
will  form  an  effectual  resistance  to  the  pressure 
of  the  whole  vicps.  of  the  Administration,  and  may 
yet  establish  the  Government  upon  a  broaj,  per- 
manent, and  Republican  basis. 

When  Mr.  Giv£s  had  concluded,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and. reported  an  amendment,  viz:  to  fill 
up  the  blank  iwith  the  word  "  thirty-three;"  which 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative — yeas  34,  nays  30, 
as  follows : 

YiAB^Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Bain  well,  Egbert  Ben- 
ion,  £lias  Boudinot,  Shesijashub  Baume,  Benjunin 
Bourne,  AbiahuD  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thamai 
FUiaimonB,  ElbriJge  Gerry,  Nicholaa  Gihnan,  Benja- 
min Gopilhue,  Jamca  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Tfaomai 
Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  James  UiUhoufe,  Daniel  Hn- 
ger.  Israe!  Jaeaba,  Aaron  Kitchel[,  John  W.  Kitten, 
Amam  Learned,  Samud  Livennore,  Nathaniel  Nile*, 
Theodore  Sedgwiti,  Jeremiah  Smith,  lam*)  Smilfa, 
WlUiam  Smith,  Jonathan  StursM,  Peter  SylveMtr, 
George  Thatcher,  JAn  Viialtg,  Spremiah  Wadaworth, 
and  AitemaaWsTd, 

NaiB^^lohnBs    ' 
Blown,  Williun  I 
~      M,  William  Bi 

!,  Atcturd  BUai  Lea,  «aibw«l  Iboon,  JuM 
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Madiaon,  John  H^ancu  Hereor,  Andmr  Mooni,  Prede- 
riok  Aaguotns  MnldaibnK,  WiUiun  Vant  Mumy,  Jokm 
Pa«e,  Jcmoh  Pai^ei,  OoiaalnwC.  8ch»aimakBr,  Joiriiu 
Senay,  Upton  ahei^li&H,Jolui  StMle,  Saannd  atanett, 
Thomu  SuBpter,  Thonu  TredneU,  ThDoiu  Tudor 
TncbAi^  AbnOwm  Vanabfe,  AkiudM  While,  Bugh 
WiUiamsoD,  4Dd  FnncU  Willia. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amend  men  ts,  he  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time 


.  je  ftom  the  Senate  iidbrmed  the  House 

that  the  Sei»t«  agree  to  the  amendmeat  proposed 
by  tliis  House  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  supplementar)-  to  the  act  for  the 
estahliahnieiit  andaopprnt  of  light-houses,  beacons, 
buDvs,  and  public  piers." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  sent 
from  th«  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for  altering  the 
times  of  holdii^  the  Circuit  Courts  in  certain  Dis- 
tricts of  the  UBitetl  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses."  Whereupon  the  said  bill  was  amended  at 
the  deck's  table,  and  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

The  Spbarer  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  sundry 
papers  and  documents,  relative  to  the  late  cam- 
patgiL,  under  Oeneral  pt.  Olair,  itansmitted  pur- 
snant  to  the  directions  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  and  papers  he 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  late  expe- 
dition under  Major  General  St.  Clair. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  (he  hill  to  extend  the  tinw 
heretofore  granted  for  .the  payment  of  the  duties 
on  oeclaia  leas  imporlBd  aftex  the  third  day  of 
March,  .one  tboiuana  seven  handled  and  niaet)>- 
obb;  and,  no. aawndnunt  being  lasde  ihftritto. 

Ordered,  That  the  Aid  faill  beeMgroaAed,  wd 
read  the  third  tine  to-morrow. 

The  House  reaolved  itself  iatoaCoaunittae.of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  fiom  the  Senate,  eoti- 
tied  "  An  act  concerning  Gonswls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls;" Bnd,aftersome  timespentlherein,tbeChair- 
UBD  reported  that  the  Conuaittee  had  had  .the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  sarersl 
amendiaents  thereto;  which  were  sevetallr  twice 
Kad,«fi<l  agreed  to  byitheHoiu^, 

Ordertd,  ThU.themd  bill,  hwether  with  the 
MaeiiihBenta,t«.tead  the>third  tiow  lo-monom. 

ToneOAY,  April  10. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Qewy  be  appointed,  in  (he 
room  of  Mr.  SEnowicx,  on  the  committee  to 
whom  it  was  iderred  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  failure  of  the  late  ox|)editiaQ  under  Id^or 
Qenetal  St.  Ckir. 

The  biU  neat  from  tbe  Sowter  eatitied  "  An  act 
cOQccniiag  Consula  and  Mice  Consuls,"  together 
with  the  ameuihnents  rtlKMto,  .was  lead.the  third 
time  and  paoiad. 

An  oigroMwl  bill  ta.<Bl«nd  the, time  beietofaM 


grwitedfor  the  aayment  of  the  duties  on  cetVOin 
leas,  imported  allef  the  thicd  day  of  March,  m« 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -one,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  apportioning  Representa- 
tives among  the  several  States,  according  to  &e 
Srst  EnHmemtian,  at  the  ratio  of  one  for  every 
thirty-thiee  thounnd  persons  in  the  respectire 
States,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FcHDLBT,  from  the  oommittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Henry  Hill,  on  behalf  of 
himself  and  others,  made  a  report;  which  waa 
read, and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  indemnity  the 
.eatateof  the  late  Major  Gieneral  Nathaniel  Greene 
for  a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  him  for  the 
public  service,  during  the  late  wai. 

Mr.  McHLDMBBRO,  from  the  oommittee  to  whota 
was  referred  the  petilionof  Moses  Youdk,  madea 
report;  which  vrai  read,  and  ordered  toueon  the 
table. 

Mi.  SBNU,from  the  committee  appointed,  pr»- 
isented  a  hill  to  direct  the  settleipent  ctf  a  c«tain 
claim  of  (he  State  of  Maryland;  which  was  i&> 
oeived,  and  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Honse  on  the  bill  to  tndemni^  the 
estaieof  the  late  Major  Qeneial  Nathaniel  Greene 
for  a  oertain  bond  entered  into  by  him  for  the 
public  service,  during  the  late  war;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  sevecal  amendments 
thereto;  whieh  were  aeverally  twice  read,  uid 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

And  then  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said 


in  the  affirmative — yeas  37,  nays  33,  as  follows: 

Eus'-^idnr  Ann,  Abiaham  SdUwin,  Robert 
Bsimtell,  Egbart  BaoMD,  HManmahub  .Bcvme,  BH^f 
rain  Smrm,  WUimii  Findlty,  Tbeaiai  FitsMmms,  £1- 
hridaa^M*;,  WWiunS.^OilevJuMsOerdaii,  Andrew 
OicRg,  SbmuekOiiffin,  iniamluHnTdmr,  Daniel'HeMter, 
DaDiel  Ut^er,  n>ilipK^,  Jahn'W.  Kitten,  John  Lea* 
mmce,  AMu*~IiaNDied.Biehvd  QIand  Lee.  Samnol  li- 
vemune,  Jhms  dHtdiMO,  iebu  Fnncli  UenM',  Fred»* 
lickAagnatluHaUealMrB,  WilUan  VaiaMoRi^.Jeha 
P«ge,Jo«iahCadwr,  Theodore  «edgwick,  Upteu.BbBi- 
duM,V;ittinn«ntth,8ai9lul8temtWOeMgtr'nMldwr, 
Abraham  Venable,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadswoith, 
•BdfnncHiWiliih 

iKj,i*<--Jdm  Baptirt  Adie,  £liM  iBeadfaiot,  J<An 
BrewD.  Abmbav  Clwk,  BM^jamia  Goodhue,  Wilbui 
Buiv  .Grora,  Jamas  HiUhouta,  ,bnel  Jacobs,  Awsa 
KWmI,  NalhBttMl  MMon,  Andrew  Heme,  NaEhaBiel 
Nflee,  Coiaeltw^Ci  Sdu^ta«h«t,  Ja«ho«  BeBe;.  Jere- 
niih  ^Bmith,  IrmI  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jcnathan  Ubir- 

0W,  Ctlwnsi  Sumter,  Thomas  Ttedw  "     ' 

Waid,  Alexander  While,  and  Hugh  Willi 


The  JJottse  proceeded  to  cMisidw  .the  emend- 
mentS' proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An'  net  more  ^eotuallv  lo  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence,  by  establisning  an  onifonn  MiUtia 
thioagboat  the  United  States;"  and  the  same  be- 
ing read,  seveial  were  a^eed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  the  further  considentton  of  th« 
Skid  amendments  be  postponed  until  to-mwrow. 

Webnesdat,  April  11. 

A  memorial  of  John  de  Neufrille,  Ute  a  citizen 
of  and  merchant  in  Amsterdam,  but  now  of  Cam- 
bridge, in  the  State  of  Mossachuietta,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Hoose  and  read,  praying  to  be  reim- 
bursed for  sundrf  advances  of  mone^  and  supplies 
in  support  of  the  American  cause,  daring  the  late 
war;  also^  for  the  losses  he  sustained  in  ctMue- 
quence  of  his  exertions  to  produce  a  commercial 
treaty  between  Holland  and  the  United  States, 
and  an  acknowledgment  of  Ameriean  Independ- 
ence. Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House,at  the  next  session 
of  Congress. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of 
Cincinnati  and  Columbia,  and  the  settlements  upon 
the  Little  Miaiui,  ut  the  Northwestern  Territory 
of  the  United  States,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  to  be  qmeted  in  their  respective 
locations  and  settlements,  to  which  they  suppcee 
themselves  entitled,  under  the  purchase  made  by 
John  Cleves  Symmes,  and  his  associates,  of  the 
United  States.  Referred  to  Mr.  PiNnLBY,  Mr. 
Bbnbon  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Smitb,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Mr.  Baldwih  ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereoponj  to  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  indemnify  the  estate  of  the 
late  Major  Oenerai  Nathaniel  Greene,  for  a  certain 
bond  entered  into  by  him  for  the  pnUic  service, 
during  the  late  war,  was  read  the  tnird  time ;  and 
the  question  being  put  that  thesame  do  pass,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  anirmative — yeas  33,  nays  24,  as 
follows: 

Tail. — Fuher  Ames,  Abrshun  Bsldwin,  Sobeit 
Bsmwell,  Egbart  Banwin,  Shewriubub  Booms,  Benjs- 
min  Bourne,  William  Findlsy,  ThoinH  Pitxamons,  El- 
bridge  QerT7,  WiUkm  B.  Giles,  Andrei*  Gregg,  Sunnel 
OrifBn,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  MeiiUr,  PluHp  K^, 
John  W.  Kitten,  John  Lanranos,  Amasa  Learned,  Ri^- 
ard  Bland  Lee,  Sunuei  LiTennora,  JaaiM  Madison,  John 
Fianda  Meroei,  Frederick  AugoetDi  MuUenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Monsy,  JiAa  Page,  Jenah  PaAtt,  William 
Smith,  Samud  Sterrett,  Geotge  Tbatoher,  Atnham 
Veaabia,  John  Vbiliw,  Jeramiah  WaiWertfa,  and  Fran- 
diWilfia. 

NAvs^-John  Bantiat  Ashe,  Elias  Boudinot,  J<^ 
Bmwn,  Abrakam  Ctuk,  Benjamin  (Joodhue,  James 
Gordon,  William  Bany  Gtove,  James  Hillhoaae,  Israel 
jMobf,  Aaion  Kilchell,  Nathaniel  Mason,  Andrew 
Moora,  Nathanisl  Niles,  Cornelius  C.  Bchoonmaker, 
Joahua  Seney,  Jeremiah  amith,  Israel  Smith,  John 
Btaele,  Jonathan  Stnrgei,  Thomas  Somptar,  'ntomas 
Tredwell,  Artemaa  Ward,  Aleiander  While,  and  Hu^ 
Williamson. 

Mr.  FiTZBiiioNB,frtHn  the  committee  appointed , 
presented  a  hill  for  taisins  a  farther  sum  ol  money 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers ;  which  was  re- 
ceived, and  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tke  t^ 


entitled  "  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  tat  tke 
national  defence,  by  establishing  an  imiform  Mi^ 
throughout  the  United  States."  And  having 
ie  further  progress  therein,  an  adioummeut  was 
called  for:  Whereupon,  the  several  orders  of  the 
day  were  Airther  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tbcrsdat,  April  13. 

A  petition  of  John  Gibbons,  Treasurer  of  the 
Slate  of  Georgia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  separate  certificates  toay  be 
issued  for  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Georsia 
line,  agreeably  to  a  general  certificate  of  uie 
list  of  balances  due  Utem,  signed  by  the  late 
Commissioner  of  Army  Accounts,  and  lodged  in 
the  Treasury  thereof.  Referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  with  instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and 
report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 
THE  MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for 
the  national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform 
Militia  throughout  the  United  States;"  and  the 
two  last  araendmeDts  being  read,  for  adding  to  the 
end  of  the  bill  the  following  sections,  to  wit: 

"  And  be  il  fmthtr  enacltd.  That  the  PnsideDt  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  aUthoriied  to  call  out  the 
Militia,  or  such  part  thereof  as  the  exigence  may,  in  hi* 
opinion  require,  to  eiacute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  inp- 
pTEH  insunectioDB,  and  repel  invasions.  And  nben 
Militia  aie  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  State*, 
they  >hall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowancea  ts  an 
now  made  to  the  troops  in  service. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  officer  oi 
private  soldier  of  the  Militia,  being  ordered  into  the  aei^ 
vice  of  the  United  States,  ponuant  to  the  powan  bernn 
given,  ahaD  refnse  obedience  to  BU(^  orders,  he  shall  fe*> 
feit  to  the  nae  of  Ae  United  Slates  a  sun  not  nimwliat 
the  amoont  of  one  year's  p^  of  andi  officer  ta  aoldur 
resfwctiTely,  as  herein  eetaMJafaad.  And  the  Mititia, 
while  in  the  aerviee  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  aob- 
jecttoAeRulaaandAxticlesofWai.  fVoMdcd,  That  the 
Courts  Martial  by  whom  they  shall  be  sntiiect  lobe  triad, 
shall  becompoeedentiielyof  Militia  officers  of  thesame 
Stale  with  the  oSenders.*' 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put, 
to  amend  the  first  of  the  said  amendments,  by 
adding  thereto  the  following  proviso: 

"  Proeided,  atiom/t,  l^iat  the  powma  bM«in  givea  la 
the  President  of  Ote  United  States  for  caMng  the  Mlitia 
into  serviiM,  be  and  continue  in  farce  until  the  mi,  «t 
the  next  seMion  of  Congcass,  and  no  longer:" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  37,  nays 
30,  as  follows: 

Yiis. — Fisher  Amea,  Robert  Bam weD,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Ehas  Boadinot,  Sbeaijashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clarii,  Thomas  T^taunons,  Nicbohs 
Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Andrew  Oregg,  Samoal 
Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heisler,  James  HiB- 
hotue,  Danlc4HDgei,  Aaron  Kitehetl,  Jolui  W.  Kittaia, 
John  LaBiance,  Amasa  Learned,  Riebanl  Bland  Lee, 
James  MaJiana,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  AngnstDS 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mnna?,  Nathaniel  Nile^ 
Joahna  Ueney,  Upiso  aharidina,  Jeremiah  Smkh,  Sam- 
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miah  Wadvmuth,  uid  Artemai  Ward. 

Nais. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abrebam  Bildnin,  El- 
bridge  Gan7,  William  B.  Gilee,  WUIiuQ  Batrj  Grove, 
Philip  Key,  Samuel  Livermoce,  Nathaniel  Macon,  John 
Francia  Mercer,  John  Page,  Joaiah  Parker,  Comeliua 
C.  Scboonmaker,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  John 
8t«ela,  Jonathan  Stargea,  Thomaa  Sumptei,  Abiahom 
VenaUe,  Alexander  Whits,  and  Prauda  Willis. 

Pending  the  consideraiion  of  the  foregoing 
amendments  the  following  debate  took  place: 

Mr.MsncERopposeil  thesectionempoweTingthe 
Presiden  t  of  the  United  States  to  call  out  iheMilitia. 
Heconsidered  the  subject  too  im^itant  to  receive 
a  hasty  decision;  and  as  the  eessioa  is  so  near  its 
close,  and  no  immediate  necessitr  exists  to  make 
the  provision,  he  hoped  it  woula  be  postponed  to 
the  next  session. 

Mr.  Steele  objected  to  the  section;  he  consi- 
dered it  as  having  an  inaospicious  aspect;  that  it 
was  an  insult  to  me  majesty  of  the  people  to  hold 
out  the  idea  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  execnte 
the  laws  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  He  moved. 
as  an  anieadment,  "  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
he  construed  to  empower  the  President  to  march 
the  militia  of  one  State  into  another."  He  said 
he  had  no  doubt  that  there  were  in  every  State  a 
sufficient  number  of  persons  well  informed,  and 
attached  to  Government,  to  quell  any  insurrec- 
tioD,  and  to  restore  good  order. 

Mr.  Dexsom  supported  the  section.  He  ob- 
served that  the  question  must  be  met  some  lime 
or  other:  and  he  conceived  that  it  would  be  a  per- 
fect nullity  to  pass  a  militia  law  without  the  pro- 
vision contemplated  by  the  amendment;  for^  he 
asked,  towhat  purpose  is  it  loconstitute  a  militia, 
if  they  ate  not  to  be  made  any  use  of  to  support 
the  laws'j  According  to  a  doctrine  which  was 
avowed  in  the  House  yesterday,  the  institution  of 
a  militia  is  to  enable  the  individual  Slates  to  op- 
pose the  encroachments  which  may  be  made  on 
them  by  the  General  Government  I  This,  he  con- 
ceived, was  an  entire  new  doctrine;  such  a  doc- 
trine as  was  never  before  heard  of,  What  sort  of 
Government  must  thai  be,  which  is  authorized  to 
pass  laws,  and  at  the  same  time  has  no  power  to 
carry  those  laws  into  execution^  He  said  that 
such  a  discretionary  power  was  lodged  in  the  Su- 
preme Elxecutive  of  the  several  States,  and  for 
exactly  the  same  purposes  specified  in  the  amend- 
ment; and  he  had  never  heard  it  objected  to  be- 
fore. Gentlemen  contend  that  this  power  is  pro- 
per, as  it  respects  the  ^  ^.  .  .  .  .-  ii 
improper  as  it  respec 
United  Staie.«.  Wnat  sort  of  a  situation,  said  he, 
does  this  place  this  Government  inl 

Mr.  Williamson  objected  to  the  amendment, 
as  imperfect  in  its  construction,  and  as  containing 
.  some  dangerous  principles. 

Mr.  LivERMoHE  also  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Gerry  opposed  the  amendment,  as  vesting 

a  dangerous  power  in  the  Supreme  Executive; 

that  circumstances  did  not  render  the  delegation 

necessary.    The  peo[de  of  the  several  Slates  ap- 

2d  Con.— 19 


^d  to  submit  to  the  laws,  and  such  an 
exigency  ought  not  to  be  anticipated. 
Mr.  Murray  said  he  had  voted  in  the  affirma- 
on  the  ajnendment  which  had  just  been  an- 
nexed to  the  amendment  from  the  Senate,  because 
it  limited  the  duration  of  a  power  which  struck 
bis  mind  as  rather  large  and  undeSned  as  to  its 
objects.  He  should  now  vote  against  the  whole 
as  amended;  and  he  was  at  liberty  so  to  do,  inas- 
much as  he  had  voted  for  the  amendment,  because 
he  wished,  if  the  gift  of  such  power  was  to  be 
made,  to  circumscribe,  at  least,  its  duration.  He 
professed  himself  a  friend  to  energetic  Govern* 
ment,  but  wished  to  communicate  such  energy 
tbiough  well  de&ned  channels,  and  to  see  itdi-a 
~  :ied  towards  constitutional  objects.  He  would 
eo  as  far  as  most  men  in  enforcing  tbelawsof  the 
Union;  in  providing  for  the  cafiing  out  of  the 
itrength  of  the  community  to  preserve  peace  and 
repel  force;  but  he  could  not  accede  to  the  idea 
contained  in  the  provbion  of  that  section;  which 
was,  that  the  time,  the  cause,  and  the  place  in 
which  the  militia  were  to  be  called  ou'L  should  be 
all  left  to  the  discretion  of  one  man.  The  theory 
of  the  Government  warranted  no  such  dereliction 
of  power  in  this  House,  nor  its  delegation  to 
another.  He  imagined  that,  as  the  Constitution 
had  contemplated  the  oi^nizing  of  the  militia 
separately  from  the  provision  for  calling  them  into 
actual  service,  it  would  be  most  proper  to  se^- 
these  different  objects  in  legislation.  He, 
therefore,  hoped  the  amendment,  as  amended, 
would  be  negatived;  and  that  a  committee  would 
be  appointed  immediately  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  ac- 
complish iisobjectswith  proper  modifications.  To 
create  and  organize  a  militia,  was  one  thing — to 
provide  for  calling  it  forth  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva- 
sions, was  another  and  separate  object.  These 
things  were  as  separate  in  their  natures,  as  they 
were  diversified  by  relative  inferiority  and  mag- 
nitude of  objects.  The  ingentuty  with  which  a 
weapon  is  formed,  bears  no  comjarison  with  the 
iples  and  wisdom  under  which  its  use  and 
to  be  applied.  Of  all  the  offices  of  poli- 


Si „ ^- 

tics,  the  most  irksome  and  delicate  is  that  by  which 

a  Legislature  directs  the  military  force  of  the  com- 
munity to  its  own  conservation,  as  it  presupposes 
situations  in  which  resistance  to  the  Governmeut 
itself  is  contemplated.  Hence,  we  see  a  jealousy 
even  in'Bngland  of  the  use  of  the  sword,  when 
drawn  against  any  part  of  the  community.  It  was 
surely  theduty  of  Congress  to  define,withasmuch 
accuracy  as  possible,  those  situations  which  are 
to  justify  the  esecution  in  its  interposition  of  a 
mintary  force.  The  bill  he  had  in  view,  he  hoped, 
would  attempt  to  mark  with  precision  the  objects 
the  Constitution  looked  towards,  under  the  words 
"execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  and  suppress  in- 
surrections." What  was  the  occasion  to  warrant 
force  of  that  species,  was  the  first  object;  Who 
was  to  judge  of  its  existence,  was  another:  The 
j  space  or  district  to  which  the  draft  should  be  or 
not  be  confined,  nras  another.  And  the  duration 
of  the  service,  another.  Among  these  considera- 
I  lions,  it  could  not  be  forgotten  that  the  civil  arm 
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mt  ever  lo  be  united,  if  not  commanding ;  and 
kow  far  the  Marshals  and  Judges  of  the  Courts  of 
the  Unioa  ought  not  to  have  a.  power  on  this  sub- 
ject^ desetTed  more  time  than  the  House  seemed 
uLctmed  at  present  to  give  this  bill.  He  would 
take  the  occasion  to  deelare  he  had  no  jealousy 
to  abuses  of  power;  but  this  Government  is  to 
adminbiered  according  to  written  law,  api^ying 
to  defined  objects  and  situations.  It  was  a  Gt 
Ternment  of  definition,  and  not  of  trust  and  di: 
creiion.  After  the  objects  are  well  described  up- 
on which  the  military  force  is  to  act,  the  evidence 
of  the  occasioQ  settled,  and  the  sphere  and  du- 
ration limited,  he  would  heartily  support  the  most 
^  energetic  mode  in  which  the  object  should  be 
reached,  and  the  occasion  obeyed.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  amendment  would  be  negatived,  and  leave 
given  for  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  separate  bill. 
Themain  question  being  now  put,  that  this  Housi 
doth  agree  to  the  said  amendment,  as  amended,  i 
passedmihenegative— yeas  34,  nays37jas  follows 

Teas.— Pisher  Amea,  Robert  Bumnell,  Egbert  Ben 
•on>  Sheatjashub  Bouma,  Benjamin  Baume,  Willian 
Findlej,  Thconas  Fitzsimone,  Nicholas  Gilmtui,  Benja 
tnin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Oregg,  Thomu 
Hutlpy,  James  Hillhouse,  John  W,  Kittera,  John  Lau- 
nnce,  Amasa  Learned,  Jeremiah  Smith,  WilliaiD  Smith, 
Samuel  Slenetl,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher, 
John  Vining,Jciomi»h  Wadswoith,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Naib. — idhn  Baptist  Aahe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  EJias 
Boudinot,  John  Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  Elhridge  Ger- 
n,  William  B.  Gil™,  Samael  Griffin,  WilUam  Bairy 
Grove,  Daniel  Heialer,  Dauie)  Huger,  Philip  Key,  Aaron 
Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore.  Nb- 
thaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
Andrew  Mooie.  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenbe^,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmsker,  Joshua  Seney,  Up- 
ton Sheridine.  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  SCur- 
ges,  Thomas  Sumpler,  Thomas  Tredweli,  Thomas  Tu- 
dor Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh 
Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
said  amendment. 

The  last  amendment  was  then  again  read,  and 
on  the  question  put  thereupon,  was  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  calling  forth 
the  militia,  when  necessary,  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  andwepel  in- 
vasions ;  and  that  Mr.  Write,  Mr.  Gersv,  and 
Mr.  MuRRAV,  be  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating  processes  in  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing  com- 

r.sations  for  the  officers  of  the  said  Courts,  and 
jurors  and  witnesses,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments thereto,  which  were  reported  by  a  com- 
mittee on  the  fourth  instant,  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Findlgv  be  appointed,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Gehhy,  on  the  committee  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
the  failure  of  the  late  eipedition  under  Major 
General  8l  Clair. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cammiitee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  direct  the  settle- 
ment of  a  certain  claim  of  the  State  of  Maryland; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leare  to  sit  again. 

Fbidat,  April  13. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  lyhole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secrelarf 
of  the  Treasury  respecting  the  act,  entitled 'Ad 
act  repealing,  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the 
duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits,  and 
layiuff  others  in  their  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  for  appro- 
priating the  same ;"  and,  after  some  time  span 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  thatthe  Committee 
had  had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and 
agreed  to  several  resolutions  thereupon;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  laid  before  the  House  a  comniuaieati<m  of 
the  eleventh  instant,  from  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  Great  Britain  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
relative  to  the  commerce  of  the  two  countries; 
together  with  their  explanatory  correspondence, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State's  Letter  to  bun  on  the 
subject.  The  communication  and  letters  referred 
to  in  the  said  Message  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  was  presented  from  William  Ha- 
burn,  setting  forth  that  he  had  applied  yester- 
day to  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  tfaiu  city 
to  be  put  on  the  pension  li^^t  pursuant  to  alate  law 
of  Congress ;  and  that  the  Court  having  refused 


Jtake. 


e  of  his  c 


;,  hen 


!  obliged  [0 


apply  to  Uongress  lor  reliel. 

The  sitting  Judges  were  Messrs.  Wilson,  Blair, 
and  Peiersj  and  from  an  account  which  Mr  Boc- 
DiNOT  gave  in  his  place,  it  appeared  that  the  Court 
thought  the  eiammation  of  mvalids  a  very  exin- 
ordinary  duty  to  be  imposed  on  the  Judges;  and 
looked  on  the  law  whicn  imposes  that  duty  as  an 
unconstitutional  one,  inasmuch  as  it  directs  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  state  the  mistakes  of  the 
Judges  to  Congress  for  their  revision;  they  could 
not,  therefore,  accede  to  a  regulation  tending  to 
render  the  Judiciary  subject  to  the  Legislative  and 
Executive  powers,  which,  from  a  lecard  for  liber- 
ty and  the  Constitution,  ought  to  be  kept  carefully 
distinct ;  it  being  a  primary  principle  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  that  no  decision  of  the  Judiciary 
Department  should,  under  any  pretext,  be  brought 
in  revision  before  either  the  Legislative  or  Execu- 
tive Departments  of  the  Government,  neither  of 
which  have,  in  any  instance,  a  revisionary  autho- 
rity over  the  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  ol 
justice. 

Another  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Judges 
was,  that,  wherea^  there  are  laws  now  in  force. 
prescribing  a  day,  beyond  which  the  Courts  shall 
—  sit;  this  new  law  declares  that  the  Court  shall 
five  days  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  claims, 
whether  they  be  offered  or  not;  and  leaves  nothing 
to  the  discretion  and  integrity  of  the  juices,  to  sit 
"'  long  as  they  have  public  business  to  do. 
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Tbis  being  the  first  instance  in  which  a  couit 
of  justice  had  declared  a  law  of  Congress  to  be 
tmeonBtitutiooal,  the  novelty  of  the  case  produced 
a  vaiiely  of  opinions  with  respect  to  the  measures 
to  be  taken  on  the  occasion.  At  length  a  com- 
noitiee  of  five  was  appointed  to  inquue  into  the 
facts  contained  in  the  memorial,  and  to  report 
thereon. 

During  the  courw  of  the  debate,  it  wB»  mea- 
tioaed  ttmt  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Coort,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  bad  consented  to  examine 
invalids  pursuant  to  the  law  in  question,  but  on 
this  principle:  Congress,  they  thought,  have  a 
right  m  appointing  commissioners  for  any  special 
purpose,  to  designate  the  persons,  as  well  by  any 
official  titles  with  which  they  are  vested,  as  by 
their  proper  names;  wherefore,  although  tbey 
would  not,  in  their  judicial  capacity,  undertake 
the  examination  of  invalids ;  yet,  as  commission- 
ers, they  devoted  each  day  an  Lour  to  the  busi- 
ness afler  the  adjournment  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  MuBRAY  urged  the  necessity  of  passing  a 
law  to  point  out  some  regular  mode  in  which  the 
Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  Slates  shall 
give  official  notice  of  their  refusal  to  act  under 
aujr  law  of  Congress  on  the  ground  of  unconsti- 
tutiodality. 

No  regular  motion,  however,  was  nmde  on  the 
subject,  which  lies  over  for  future  consideratioit. 

Monday,  April  16. 
Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 


which  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the 
late  war,  made  a  report)  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  enclosine  a  copy  of  a  Letter 
from  the  Judges  of  the  Citcuit  Court  of  the  United 
States,  held  for  the  New  York  district;  and  of 
their  opinion  and  agreement  respecting  the  "Act 
to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
widows  and  orphans,  barred  by  the  limitatitms 
heretofore  established,  and  to  i^:ulate  the  claims 
to  invalid  pensions." 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating  processes  in  the 
Coorts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing  com- 
pensations for  the  officers  of  the  said  Courts,  and 
for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  together  vrith  the  amend- 
ments thereU) ;  and,  af^r  some  lime  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
had  the  same  unaer  consideration,  and  made  some 
amendments  thereto;  which  were  read,  and  -or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  (able.  The  several  orders  of 
the  day  were  further  postponed  until 


Tuesday,  April  17. 
Mr.  White,  from  the  cotumittee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  Militia 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insur- 
rectionsj  and  repel  invasions;  which  was  received, 
lead  twice,  and  comjsitlfid. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accom^y- 
ing  his  reports  on  the  se^'eraj  petitions  of  Simon 
Nathan,  Mary  Wooster.  Daniel  Ellis,  and  Samuel 
How,  executors  of  John  How,  deceased.  Ezra 
Stiles,  on  behalf  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of 
Yale  College,  in  Connecticut,  and  of  Philip  Ver- 
plank ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Spbakgb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  of  the  amount  and  viuue  of  exports 
from  each  State  for  one  year,  pursuant  to  an  order 
of  the  second  instant;  which  was  read,xnd  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
frran  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  such 
farther  appropriations  of  money  as  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  services  of  the  present  year;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Fitz- 
siuoNS,  Mr.  Bbhson,  and  Mr.  Kby,  with  instruc- 

}n  to  report  thereon  by  way  of  bill  or  bills. 

The  Spbaxkii  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea-turj,  accotnpan^r- 
ing  his  report  on  the  several  petitions  of  Lewn 
Van  Woort,  Jacob  Green,  and  others,  surviving 
partners  of  Nathaniel  Qreen  and  ComcAny,  Ben- 

-n  Van  Fossan,  administrator  of  Peter  Van 

_  an,  deceased,  Thomas  Hart,  John  Holbrook, 
Ludwig  Kuhn,  Levy  Bartleson,  Ahiel  Smith, 
William  Harris,  Webb  4.  White,  John  Crumpton, 
and  Griffith  Jones,  respectively  praying  compen- 
sation for  supplies  furnished  during  the  late  war; 
also,  on  the  several  petitions  of  Abraham  Darling- 
■  ■  John  WiisMi,  John  Franklin,  Mary  M'Cullea, 
wiuistian  Hamer.  William  Lane,  Peter  Miller, 
John  Jones,  Adolphus  Brower,  John  Haily,  Henry 
Walton,  and  Ricnard  Green,  respectively  praying 
compensation  for  danuges  done,  and  property 
taken,  by  the  army  of  the  Uuitea  States  during 
the  late  war;  also,  on  the  several  petitions  M 
Christian  Knipe,  John  Smyth,  Nathjmiel  Tracy, 
and  Roger  M'Lean,  respectively  praying  compen- 
sation for  transportation  during  the  late  war; 
which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaxjer  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
his  report  on  stmdry  papeis  referred  to  him,  con- 
cerning a  marine  hospital  at  die  town  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  on  the  me- 
morial of  the  Marine  Society  of  Boston,  on  the 
subject  of  marine  hospitals;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Ambb,  Mr.  St'ebbett, 
and  Mr.  PArkeb. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  a  grant  and  conveyance  of  certain 
lands  to  the  Ohio  Company  of  Associates,"  with 
an  amendment ;  to  which  tney  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  raising  a  farther 
sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers ; 
and,  aAer  some  time  spent  therein^  reported  pro- 
gress, and  obtained  leave  to  sit  agam. 
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Wednesdat,  April  18. 

Mr.  BonniNOT,  from  the  commiilee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Haburn,  re- 
specting the  refusal  of  the  Judees  of  the  Circuit 
Court  for  the  district  of  PeDnsylrania,  to  execute 
an  act  passed  at  the  present  session,  entitled  "Ad 
act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
widows  and  orphans,  barred  by  the  limitations 
heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims 
'o  invalid  pensions,"  made  a  report;  which  was 


1....  ^vuuinui,  iiuiii  iiic  uuuiiuiiice  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  seltKng  the  demands  of  An- 
thony Walton  White  against  the  United  States; 
which  was  received,  and  read  the  first  time. 

A  petition  of  Charles  Colvill  and  John  Robert- 
son was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying 
lo  be  paia  the  amount  of  their  ransom  from  slavery 
among  the  AUerines.  together  with  their  expenses 
in  traveling  from  Algiers  to  Scotland,  and  from 
thence  to  America ;  as  also,  that  measures  may  be 
taken  for  procuring  the  ransom  or  relief  from 
slavery  of  Captains  O'Brien  and  Stephens,  with 
their  respective  crews,  being  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  now  in  slavery  at  Algiers. 
Referred  to  Mr.  Ladbakce,  Mr.  Madison,  and 
Mr.  LiVEBNOBE ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  iheir  opinion 
thereupon,  to  tlie  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Vice  President  having  requested  and  ob- 
tained leave  of.  absence  from  5ie  Senate  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session,  Ricsard  Henry  Lee 
was  duly  elected  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tem- 
pore; also,  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  en- 
titled "  An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury 
and  War  Departments ;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  raising  a 
further  sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the 
Frontiers ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  made 
several  amendments  thereto;  which  were  severally 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  ^nale  have  resolved  that  the  bill  sent 
from  this  House  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  the 
time  heretofore  granted  for  the  payment  of  the 
duties  on  certain  teas,  imported  after  the  third 
day  of  March,  1791,"  do  not  pass  to  a  third  read- 


TBURaDAV,  April  19. 

A  bill  lor  settling  the  demands  of  Anthony 
Walton  White  against  the  United  States  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  committed. 

Mr.  GooDHDE,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  relative  to  the  compensations  to 
certain  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
duties  of  impost  and  tonnaee ;  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  SpGAKea  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany. 


ing  his  report  on  the  petition  of  the  merchants  of 
Philadelpnia,  relative  to  (he  erection  of  piers  for 
the  convenience  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  De- 
laware ;  which  was  read,  ana  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  Mr.  FiTzaiMONs,  Mr.  ViNino,  and  Mr,  Kit, 
with  instractioDs  to  prepare  and  brin^  in  a  bill 
pursuant  thereto. 

PHOTBCTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 
'  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Wbok 
House  yesterday  to  the  "bill  for  raising  a  further 
sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers  j" 
and  the  same  being  read  were  further  amended, 
and  agreed  to. 

A  motion  being  made  to  enhance  the  duty  on 
imported  hemp  and  cordage,  and  to  strike  out  im- 
ported cotton  from  articles  exempted  from  duty — 

Mr.  Bourne  said,  he  hoped  this  increase  would 
not  be  agreed  to;  the  navigation  of  the  United 
States  would  suffer  by  it,  as  the  supply  furnished 
by  the  cultivation  of  that  article  was  not  compe- 
tent to  the  demand. 

Mr.  White  said,  that  aa  the  principle  of  tim- 
formity,  he  thought  this  duty  ought  to  be  raised; 
but  when  it  is  considered  that  many  of  the  duties 
are  designed  to  encourage  the  manofactures  of 
the  United  States,  he  thought  that  equal  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  agricultural  interest,  an  inte- 
rest as  important  as  any  other,  at  least. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMBON  supported  the  amendment. 
He  said  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  in 
respect  to  its  navigation,  was  so  important  an  ob- 
ject, that  he  conceived  everything  ought  to  be  done 
to  effect  it.  Amongothersj proper  encouragemenl 
should  be  given  to  the  raising  of  hemp,  especially 
.  when  it  is  considered  that  we  have  a  greater  pro- 
'  portion  of  land  than  any  other  country ;  that  ei- 
'  periments  have  proved  that  it  can  be  raised  to 
advantage;  that  tt  will,  if  duly  encouraged,  con- 
duce to  footing  out  the  cultivation  of  tobacco, 
which  impoverishes  the  soil,  and  is  a  mere  article 
of  luxury.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the 
omission  of  thb  duty  in  the  first  instance. 

Mr.  Parker  supported  the  amendmeuL  He 
enlarged  on  the  good  policy  of  affording  this  en- 
couragement. He  said,  If  the  gentleman  who 
moves  to  disagree  to  the  amen£ncnt,  bad  pro- 
posed to  reduce  the  duty  on  canvas,  he  thought  it 
would  be  more  consistent;  and,  in  this  case,  he 
should  be  willing  to  relinqmsh  this  enhanced  duty 

Mr.  Goodhue  said  he  should  agree  to  the  en- 
hanced duty. 

Mr.  Lausance  opposed  it,  principally  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  a  lax  on  a  raw  material,  and  a 
very  essential  one,  too,  to  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Madiboh  offered  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  enhanced  duty. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Foreign  cot- 
ton being  inserted  among  the  articles  to  be  ex- 
empted ^om  duty — 

Mr.  Macon  moved  that  it  should  be  struck  out 
He  thotight  it  best  that  the  duty  should  be'con- 
tinued.    Great  quantities,  he  said,  were  nused  in 
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the  Southern  States,  for  which  the^  could  not  find 
a  market. 

Mt.  Aheb  opposed  the  motion.  He  said  there 
were  manufactures  carried  on  in  the  United  Stales 
-which  required  foreifn  cotton.  Some  things  could 
not  be  maDufacturea  without  cotton  of  a  particu- 
lar staple.  He  further  remarked,  that  the  encou- 
tHgement  to  the  raisins  of  cotton  depends  on  the 
manuftLCtures  foimed  n-om  it;  hence  be  inferred 
that  this  very  encouragement  is  suspended  on  a 
due  attention  to  the  manufactures. 

Mr.  Steele  stated  simdry  particulars,  to  show 
that  the  cotton  raised  in  the  Southern  States  was 
adapted  to  every  species  of  manufactures;  and 
depending  on  encouragement  from  Government, 
the  farmers  of  North  Carolina  bad  gone  lar; 
into  the  cultivation  of  that  article.  It  is  ' 
known,  said  he,  that  the  situation  of  the  three 
Southern  States  is  favorable  to  the  raising  of  hemp 
and  cotton;  and,  on  the  principles  of  reciprocity. 
he  thought  it  but  just  ana  equal  to  extend  encou- 
lagement  to  the  agricultural  interest  of  those 
States. 

Mr.  Baluwin  observed,  that  he  could  have 
wished  the  gentleman  had  mentioned  the  patticu 
lar  species  of  cotton,  which  was  so  necessary  ii 
the  manufactures,  that  coold  not  be  procured 
from  the  Southern  States.  He  said  that  there 
■were  two  sorts  of  cotton  raised  there^ne  of 
short,  the  other  of  a  long  staple;  and  under  due 
encouragement,  they  would  in  a  few  years  raise 
every  description  of  that  article. 

Mr.  FiTzeiHONS,  Mr.  Mcrhay,  and  Mr.  Kit- 
TGBA,  supported  the  motion  for  striking  out  the 

Mr.  pAOE,  in  favor  of  the  duty,  observed,  that 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Ames]  who  had  expressed  his 
fears  that  American  cotton  would  not  suit  the 
lAanufacturers,  might  lay  aside  his  fears,  for  he 
kaew  from  eiperience  the  contrary.  That  even 
if  what  had  been  said  of  the  cotton  of  the  United 
States  were  true,  he  knew  that  there  was  reason 
to  believe  that  the  cotton  of  the  West  and  East 
Indies  would  grow  even  in  ViTgitiia — that  both 
had  been  lately  introduced  into  that  State.  Such 
fears,  he  said,  might  upon  examination  perhaps  be 
ttaced  to  the  same  origin  with  some  formerly  in- 
troduced into  Virginia ;  that  the  sheep  of  America 
were  only  useful  as  food,  their  wool  being  unfit 
for  the  woollen  manufacture.  He  added,  he  well  re- 
membered it  was  with  difficulty  some  people  were 
convinced  that  the  salt  water  of  America  would 
yield  salt.  He  said,  for  his  part,  he  should  as  easily 
be  persuaded  that  the  fish  of  the  United  States 
were  unfit  for  food,  and  as  incapable  of  being  cured 
BO  as  to  t.e  merchantable,  as  that  the  cotton  of 
America  was  unfit  for  the  cotton  manufactories 
he  therefore,  advised  the  worthy  member  to.  be 
upon  his  guard  against  such  insmuations.  As  tc 
himself,  Mr.  P.  declared,  he  had  no  idea  that  any 
member  of  either  House  could  wish  to  injure  the 
interests  of  any  of  the  Slates;  but,  he  said,  he  w 
authorized  to  suppose  that  as  the  manufacturers 
general  were  foreigners,  they  had  their  [nepoEses- 
sions  and  prejudices,  which  might  eve  rise  to  the 
opinions  entertained  by  some  gentlemen  respect- 


ing the  unfitness  of  our  cotton  for  manuftcture; 
but  he  averred  that  whatever  gave  rise  to  them, 
they  were  ill-founded,  as  be  had  often  seen  and 

im  in  the  late  war,  cotton  cloth  and  stockinen, 
good  and  fine  as  ever  had  been  imported.  As 
encouraging  the  manufactures,  however,  said 
he,  I  liave  ever  thought  it  foreign  to  the  business  of 
'onsress,  and  if  not  so,  a  mere  taking  from  one 
and  and  giving  to  another;  a  debcate  afikii, 
which  might  be  misunderstood  and  misappUed; 
however,  as  it  is  thrown  in  before  u£,  1  take  my 
ihare  for  my  constituents. 

As  to  the  fears  of  the  member  from  Peimsylva- 
nia,  [Mr.  KittbraI  that  the  cuttiue  of  cotton  may 
injure  the  farmer,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  could  assure  him 
that  he  had  found  cotton  a  good  preparative  for 
wheat,  and  that  lands  where  he  lived,  which  had 
been  worn  out  with  lobaccOj  yielded  excellent 
cotton,  and  left  the  ground  in  one  order  for  wheat, 
and  that  cotton,  if  properly  encouraged,  would  be 
a  good  substitute  for  tobacco. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  put. 
to  amend  the  said  bill  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof 
the  following  clause ; 

"  And  be  it  farther  matted,  Tbil  this  act  ibBll  con- 
tinue until  the  d&;  of ,  and  until  tho 

next  sesaion  of  Cangreu  which  shall  happen  thereallA, 
and  no  longer ;  and  that,  &om  and  after  the  expirttion 
□F  the  aasae,  the  duties  hereby  extingiUBbed  and  repealed 
■hall  be  revired,  rollecled,  snd  HDpropriated,  in  the  eame 
manner  they  would  have  been  had  this  act  never  beea 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one- 
fifih  of  the  members  present,  were  taken,  and 
stood — yeas  32,  nays  31, 

Whereupon,  the  SFBAEEadectared  himself  with 
the  nays.    And  so  the  said  question  was  lost. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  as  fol 
lows: 

Yiu. — John  Btptiat  Aihe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Jdm 
Brown,  William  I^idlev,  William  B.  Giles,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Bamnel  Orifiin,  William  BanY  Grove,  Daniel 
Hoister,  Iirael  Jacobs,  Richard  Blend  Lee,  Nathaniel 
Mscon,  Jamea  Madition,  John  Franoa  Mercer,  Andrew 
Moore,  Nathaniel  NiUe,  Jobn  Page,  Joaiah  Pariter, 
Comeliue  C.  SchoonniBter,Jo«huaSeney, Upton Bheri- 
dine,  Jeretoiah  Bmith,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jon*- 
than  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  TVedwdl, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abrdtam  Venable,  Alexander 
While,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francii  Willia. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Naib. — Jonathan  Trumbull,  Speaker,  Ftahei  Amei, 
Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben*on,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Sheai- 
jaahub  Boume,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark, 
Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomaa  Fitisimons,  Elbridga  Gerry, 
Nicholas  Gilinon,  Beajamin  Goodhue,  James  Goidon, 
Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouae,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Kilchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Lauranco, 
Amasa  Learned,  Bamnel  Livennore,  Frederick  Augna- 
tus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Muiiav,  William  8mith, 
Samuel  Sletiett,  Peter  8ylverter,  George  Thatcher, 
John  Viniog,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Ailemaa  Ward. 

Pbidav,  April  20. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letl«r 

and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


563 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.  dfR.] 


Publication  of  the  Debate*. 


[Ap, 


.,1198. 


on  the  memoiial  of  Eliphalet  Laddj  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  refeTred  lo  Mr.  FiTZsrHons, 
Mr.  CteBitr,  and  Mr.  Mubrat,  with  iosttuctiou  to 
prcpaic  and  bring  in  abillor  bills  making  a  gene- 
ral proTition  for  the  case  of  the  petitioner  and 
others  in  timilai  circumstances. 

A  petition  of  diyers  cidzeos  and  inhabitants  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  Congress  will  au- 
thorize the  Assembly  of  the  said  State  to  lay  a 
duty  by  way  of  tonnage  or  toll  on  vessels  coming 
over  the  Bar  and  Sw^  and  Oroatan  Shoals,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  deepeniog  the  same,  and 
thereby  remoTiDg  the  obstruction  to  the  nariga- 
lion  leading  to  the  towas  of  Edenton,  Washing- 
toD,  and  Newheni. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  WiLLiAHBOH,  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Tocrer  ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  aod  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon. 
the  Houae. 

PUBLICATION  OF  THE  DEBATES. 

Before  the  House  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 

Mr.  Oerbt  said,  that  the  circumstance  of  a  pub- 
lication which  had  made  its  appearance  that  moro- 
ing  induced  him  to  rise  for  the  purpose  of  bring' 
ing  forward  a  proposition  te^pectingaluUand  im- 
Mriial  publication  of  the  debates  of  that  House. 
Every  gentleman,  he  believed,  would  agree  with 
him  tnaL  from  a  publication  of  this  kini^  the  ciii~ 
zens  of  the  United  States  would  derive  such  ii 
formation  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  Legi 
lature,  and  the  principles  on  which  the  laws  a; 
grounded,  as  must  be  productive  of  the  most  salL 
tary  effects,  and  attach  the  people  more  strongly 
to  the  General  Qovernment;  but  that  ex  pmie 
publications  can  have  no  other  tendency  than  to 
misrepresent  their  proceedinss,  and  alienate  the 
affections  of  the  citizens,  tie  therefore  moved 
the  following  resolution ; 

"  Whereu  m  iiopaitiat  publication  of  the  Debate* 
of  Congrew,  listing  aecuratclj  their  LeginlBiive  raea- 
uaet,  anil  the  reaaoiu  urged  for  and  Kgainst  them,  is  ■ 
dedrable  object,  inumucb  bi  it  raaj  aid  the  Executive 
in  admiiUBlering  die  Government,  the  JudicUry  in  ex- 
pounding Ibe  lava,  the  GoTemmenta  and  citiieiu  of 
the  wvenl  Btatea  in  forraiug  a  judgment  of  the  conduct 


longer  to  be  overlooked.  WhilBl  Congress  sat  at 
New  York,  great  uneasiness  had  been  occasioDed 
in  the  House  by  the  mode  in  which  the  debates 
were  publishea.  Sometimes  members  were  b- 
troduced  as  uttering  arguments  directly  the  re- 


e  of  what  they  had  advanced.  At  other  times, 
substance  of  thearguments,  as  published,  wore 
1  aspect  widely  dinerent  from  what  they  had 


pliif 

"  Boohed,  That persons,  of  good  reputation, 

and  skilled  in  the  art  of  stenogiaphy,  be,  at  the  next 
ieasion,  appointed  by  ballot,  to  take  snd  publish,  impai- 
tiallr  and  «ceortttelj,  the  LcgisUtive  subjccta  which  may 
be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  tho  Honee,  and  the 
debates  thereon  of  the  membeis  respecCivel;  ;  that  the 
persons  >o  to  be  eppainted  be  coniddeT^d  aa  officers  of 
the  House,  and  provided  for  accordingly ;  that  they  be 
■BTerally  qualified  bj  oath  to  a  ftiAftll  diidiargo  of  the 
tnul ;  and  that  such  leguJationa  shall  be  prescribed,  as 
may  be  necessai;  to  protect  them  in  attaining  the  salu- 
tuy  objeeti  of  their  ej^MnntiaenL" 

This  (Mr.  G.  said)  was  a  subject  which  ought  no 


when  offered  in  debate.  In  some  instances,  their 
arguments  were  so  garbled  that  they  ihemselvei 
were  unable  to  recognise  them  in  print ;  in  othei^ 
they  were  disfigured  with  grammatical  errors,  aad 
rendered  totally  unintelligible ;  and,  t)n  many  oc- 
casions, the  arguments  on  one  side  of  the  question 
only  were  published. 

Such  were  the  effects  produced  by  this  mode 
of  publication  that  a  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Bobke]  brought  forward  a  motion  for 
correcting  those  evils,  'OTiich  was  debated  for  some 
lime.  After  the  subject  had  been  two  or  three 
times  under  discussion,  the  House  was  informed 
that  there  was  a  probability  of  care  being  taken 
in  future  to  correct  the  errors;  and  ihus  the  mat- 
ter was  passed  over. 

Mr.  G.  then  mentioned  a  circumstaoce  which 
he  had  learned  from  a  gentleman  who  had  de- 
clared he  could  prove  it  on  oath  before  the  House, 
if  called  upon,  viz:  that,  ha  vine  asked  one  of  those 
penons  who  at  that  lime  published  the  debates, 
"  how  he  could  think  of  publishing  them  so  inae* 
curately  7"  the  answer  was,  "  that  he  was  linder 
a  necessity  of  obliging  his  employers."  Hence,  he 
concluded  that  there  must  have  been  a  corrupt 
faction  who  influenced  that  short-hand  writer. 

When  Congress  first  came  to  this  city,  the  de- 
bates were  published  pretty  accurately ;  and  so 
they  were  this  session,  in  some  of  the  papers,  but 
"  others,  the  case  was  otherwise ;  and  he  himse^, 
well  as  other  gentlemte,  had  been  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  publicly  contradicting  them  in  print.  In 
e  of  the  debates,  the  answer  lo  an  argumeal 
published  before  the  argument  itself  made  its 
appearance ;  on  other  occasions,  they  were  pub- 
lished very  fully  OD  oOe  side  of  toe  question, 
whilst  nothing  appeared  on  the  other.     Every 
gentleman,  he  oelieved,  would  admit  that  this  was 
true  stale  of  the  business ;  and  it  was  well  known 
lat,  on  many  important  occasions,  no  debates  had 
been  published  at  all. 

The  want  of  r^ularily  in  the  publication  was, 
he  supposed,  owing,  in  some  measure,  to  the  want 
of  proper  encouragement,  as  the  printers  of  news- 
papers would  not  probably  find  their  account  in 
allowing  a  sufficient  compensation  to  induce  abort- 
hand  writers  to  devote  their  whole  time  to  the 
business. 
Mr.  O.  then  read  from  the  American  Daily  Ad- 
^rtiser  (of  Friday  last)  the  following  passage: 
"  A  warm  debate  hereupon  took  place,  during  the 
urse  of  which,  ana  gentleman,  nfao  strenuously  sup- 
ported the  motion,  was  aeTeral  times  interrupted.     Ap- 
prehenaiotu  were  expressed  of  dangeroDS  consequences, 
in  case  his  speech  should  appear  in  print;  and  an  ho- 
norable member,  who  opposed  the  motion,  pHi.  (t»btJ 
declared  that  the  manner  in  wliich  die  debates  of  Con- 
gress had  been  poUished,  and  the  bnaineM  condncted, 
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Aning  the  prennt  WMion,  had  a  direct  tendentr  to 
biing  about  a  diwohitian  of  the  Unioii. 

■*  Aa  the  honanUe  gantleman  did  not  fliitii«r  explaiii 
hiiDBd^  we  are  at  «  lOM  to  determine  whethn  he  meant 
to  tax  (he  pablilhen  of  the  debates  whh  inaomracy  in 

Btttting  them  wrong, 07  impnidence,  in  Btating 

tbem  right,  and  freely  puUiehing  whatever  aBntinMQta 
any  inembet  of  that  Hoiue  may  think  propei  to  ei- 
pnaa,  in  the  constitutional  eieitiie  of  tiie  freedom  of 
debate.  Bnt,  cettein  we  are,  that  Ii9  conld  not  mean 
to  stigmatize  them  as  actuated  by  partiality,  undue  in- 
fluence, or  sinialer  motiieB  of  any  kind," 

Here  (said  Mr.  G.)  an  idea  was  held  up  that 
the  gentleman  who  had  3pokenfirsl[Mr.MBBCBB] 
was  mietnipted.  But  it  is  not  said  that  I  was  in- 
terrapled,  too.  1  was  interrupted  as  often  as  he. 
The  House  can  determine  whether  1  have  ever 
taken  any  measures  to  prevent  a  free  and  candid 
puhlication  of  the  debates.  On  the  contrary,! 
have  always  endeavored  to  obtain  it;  and  I  ^rill 
still  proceed  to  accomplish  U  as  far  as  possible.  I 
■  think  neither  this  House,  nor  any  of  its  members, 
ou^ht  to  be  subject  to  publications  of  this  kind. 
If  thej  are,  they  will  be  obliged  either  to  enter 
into  paper  wars  with  printers,  or  to  relinquish  ibe 
public  good.  It  is  incumbent  on  the  House  to 
take  measures  to  prevent  misrepresentation.  I 
therefore  submit  lo  the  House  the  resolution  which 
I  have  read  ;  and  I  hope  that,  if  the  proposition 
itself  appears  worthy  of  their  attention,  they  will 
take  it  mto  consideration ;  or,  if  U  wants  any 
amendment,  they  will  refer  it  to  a  committee ;  for 
I  think  the  subject  ought  not  to  be  any  longer 
neglected. 

Mr.  Mbhobh.— 1  second  the  motion ;  and  I  thrak 
the  publication  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  read  to  the  House  contains  but  a  fair  state- 
ment, of  facts.  The  gentleman,  in  the  course  of 
the  former  debate,  made  some  rery  strange  allu,- 
aions  to  what  was  said  by  me,  which  were  wholly 
tmaulhorized.  I  consider  it  as  a  primarv  obie"' 
in  this  ^jiovemment  that  we  should  on  this  fit 
be  at  all  times  free  to  express  our  sentiments  of 


contemplated  to  be  well  worthy  the  serious  at- 
tention of  the  House.  We  are  at  a  distance  from 
our  constituents ;  and  it  is  a  misfortune  that  we 
are  withdrawn  from  their  inspection,  by  being 
placed  in  a  part  of  the  Union  where  it  is  not 
to  compare  our  circumstances  and  conduct  ii  , 
vale  life  with  the  motives  which  may  be  supposed 
to  influence  onr  political  conduct.  Our  constitu- 
ents ought  to  be  acquainted  with  our  proceedings 
here  J  and  it  is  only  from  a  full  and  accurate  puD- 
lieation  of  the  debates  of  this  House  that  they  can 
obtain  any  satisfactory  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Qerby  said,  that  the  paragraph  he  bad  read 
did  not  contain  a  full  statement  of  facts,  as  the 
apprehensions  he  had  expressed  were  only  in  case 
the  arguments  should  go  "unanswered." 

Mr.  GcLEa  made,  and  Mr.  W.  SuiTa  seconded, 
a  motion  for  referring  the  resolution  to  a  select 
cotnmitiee,  to  report  such  regulation  as  they  may 
think  necessary  for  the  publication  of  the  debates. 


An  additional  reason  for  the  r«ference  was,  that 
some  alteration  in  (he  wording  appeared  necessa- 
ry, to  [Mr.  Smitb,]  so  far  as  reelects  Ae  Judi- 

-lary,  dtc. 

Mr.  BouncNOT  objected  to  the  commitment,  as 
he  thought  it  a  subject  of  considerable  conseqtience, 
and  there  would  not  be  time  to  take  it  up  during 
the  present  session,  the  House  havitig  already  out- 
tne  time  which  the  other  branch  of  (h6  ^^^^ 
lature  ha.d  proposed  for  the  adjoumment.  This 
was  his  only  objection;  otherwise,  he  was  for 
from  being  opposed  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  OiLES  thought  the  consequence  of  letting 

e  matter  lie  over  till  next  session  would  be,  (hat 
it  would  die  away,  and  nothing  would  be  done. 
Unless  some  steps  oe  taken  during  the  present  sea- 
sion,  no  persons  would  come  forward  as  candi- 
dates at  the  commencement  of  the  next.  But  if 
mmitlee  report  on  the  subject,  the  House  may 
determine  what  steps  are  to  be  taken,  and  people 
wilt  be  prepared  accordingly. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  commitment, 
il  passed  in  the  aSnnative— yeas  27,  nays  22. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  Mr.  GEBBr.Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Smith, 
of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Kittbra. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  FRONTIERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  which  lay  on  the  table  "for  raisinz  a  further 
sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers ;" 

Mr.  Paoe  rose  to  renew  the  motion  which  he 
made  yesterday,  that  the  bill  before  the  HoDse 
might  oe  recommitted. 

lobserred  then,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  having  been  re- 
minded of  my  duty  by  genriemen  who  said  that  they 
had  notbiotuhtanyo^er  plan  of  ways  and  mean* 
before  the  House,  tf  they  oDJected  to  that  proposed 
by  the  Secretary,  had  not  done  their  duty,  I  arose 
then  to  show  how  far  I  had  done  my  duty,  and 
how  far  I  was  willing  to  perform  it.  I  informed 
the  House  that  as  1  did  not  approve  of  the  Secre- 
tary's third  plan  (that  which  the  House  bad  adopt- 
ed) I  had  proposed  to  the  leading  members  (an 
expression  which  ^ve  offence  lo  some  gentlemen, 
but  which  I  explained  as  meaning  no  more  than 
members  who  take  the  lead  in  business,  and  to 
whom  I  confessed  myself  oblised  for  their  services, 
and  whom,  when  they  lead  rightly,  I  was  willing  to 
follow)  an  adoption  of  the  Secretary's  !<econd  plas. 
bulootmeetingwithlheir  approbation .  I  Then  j  omea 
my  friends  in  endeavors  to  amend  the  bill ;  railing 
in  this,  and  called  on  to  do  my  duty,  1  rise  to  more 
that  the  bill  be  recommitted.  Had  gentlemen,  sir, 
done  what  they  promised  they  would  do,  if  the 
House  would  apply  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  a  plan  of  ways  and  means,  I  should  have 
no  occasion  lo  make  this  motion.  They  promised 
that  they  would  freely  and  boldly  examine  bis  re- 
port, and  listen  attentively  to  every  proposition 
which  could  be  opposed  to  it ;  but  hare  they  done 
this?  No ;  they  embraced  without  hesitation  the 
tbird  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary,  as  if  it  were 
because  be  said  it  was  the  best  of  the  three,  with- 
out offering  either  of  the  other  two  plans  to  the 
House,  although  the  second  bad  been  proposetl  by 
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a  member  from  Massacliusetts  [Mr.  Goodhde] 
before  the  House  hadagreed  to  apply  to  the  Secre- 
Uxy  for  his  opiiiion.  Ihope,  therefore,  that  those 
wiU  DOW  agree  to  recommit  the  bill, 


tnat  we  may  have  an  opportunitf  of  trying  whe- 
ther one  of  the  two  other  plans  proposed  oy  the 
Secretary,  or  some  other,  may  not  l>e  preferable  to 
that  adopted  in  the  bill ;  or,  if  not,  let  us  at  least 
see  whether  the  plan  which  has  been  adopted  may 
not  be  simplified ;  for  there  appears  no  shadow  tu 
a  for  repealing  an  act  for  establishing  a  per- 


manent fevenue.to  re-enact  it  in  a  bill  for  raising 
a  sum  of  money  for  a  temporary  purpose — the  busi- 


wlucb  is  in  fact  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of 
manufactures,  and  of  the  fisheries,  and  for  increas- 
ing the  Sinking  Fund,  and  also  tor  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  Stamp  Act. 

If  [he  Committee  of  the  Whole  will  not  adopt 
the  first  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary,  I  mean 
that  for  disposmg  of  the  mterest  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  which  1  confess  I  should  prefer 
to  laying  the  excessive  duties  proposed  in  the  third 
plan,  and  which  are  to  be  levied  by  the  hill  before 
you;  nor  the  second  plan,  which  was  once  so  well 
recommended  by  the  member  from  Massachusetts, 
at  least  I  hope  they  will  simplify  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  what  is  foreign  to  its  purpose ;  that  is,  the 
lepeal  of  the  former  rerenue  law;  and  the  indirect 
introduction  of  a  Stamp  Act;  if  we  are  to  have  a 
Stamp  Act,  and  I  have  no  objection  to  one,  let  it 
be  introduced  taiity  and  openly,  and  stand  by  it- 
self. For  my  pari,  1  think  it  a  sufficient  reason  to 
lecpmmil  the  bill,  to  amend  it  so  that  it  may  show 
at  one  view  not  only  for  what  purpose  the  addi- 
tional duties  are  to  be  laid,  but  what  they  are.  As 
the  bill  now  stands,  they  are  so  blended  with  other 
duties,  that  no  man  can  see  in  what  manner  the 
stun  wanted  is  to  be  raised.  I  know  I  shall  be  said 
to  be  a  had  financier,  if  I  propose  to  sell  out  our 
stock  in  the  bank.  I  agree  that  the  Secretary's 
reason  against  selling  now,  when  stocks  are  so  low, 
is  good;  but  1  know  that  I  speak  like  the  repre- 
sentative of  plain  dealing,  honest  Republicans, 
when  I  propose  rather  to  sell  out  iheic  stock  in  the 
bank,  than  to  lay  additional  taxes  on  them, and  in- 
crease the  duty  on  imports  lo  such  a  degree  as  to 
introduce  smuggling,  which  must  be  destructive 
of  their  morals,  ruinous  to  their  reveuue,and  which 
may  undeunine  even  their  manufactures,  which 
these  duties  were  intended  to  protect ;  for,  as  I  re- 
marked on  a  former  occasion,  if  you  go  beyond  a 
certain  point  in  taxing  imports,  you  will  tempt 
smu^lers  to  introduce  articles  with  which  they 
will  undersell  the  fair  trader  and  the  manufacturer. 
I  confess,  however,  that  as  we  have  an  interest  in 
the  bank,  which  may  be  usefully  applied  lo  sink- 
ing the  national  debt— I  am  willing  to  apply  it  to 
that  purpose — and  that  1  prefer  tae  Secretary's 
■econd  plan  to  the  one  the  House  has  adopted.  If 
the  bill  be  committed,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  find  the 
Committee  disposed  to  adopt  that.  By  the  plan 
now  in  the  hill,  we  are  in  the  first  instance  to  bor- 
row the  money  wanted.  Why,  if  we  are  to  lay 
an  additional  duty,  may  we  not  lay  only  enough 


to  pay  the  interest  annually,  and  the  principal  by 
instalments?  This,  I  think,  must  be  much  more 
agreeable  lo  our  constituents,  than  to  pay  the  whole 
sum  required  by  taxes  in  one  year.  1  see  not  why 
we  should  increase  the  duties  on  imported  articles 
rather  than  on  tonnage.  I  think  an  additional  duty 
on  foreign  tonnage,or,  if  Congress  have  the  courage 
to  lay  it,  on  vessels  of  nations  not  in  alliance,with 
us,  would  easily  raife  a  sum  for  the  discharge  of 
the  loan  necesfSry  on  this  occasion;  and  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  is  high  time  to  increase  the  tonnage 
on  such  vessels;  it  is  more  than  two  years  since 
this  House  declared  that  it  would  lay  an  additional 
duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  of  a  certain  nation^  if 
it  would  not  make  a  commercial  alliance  with 
our  States.  1  know  it  is  said  that  such  a  mea- 
sure might  impede  a  treaty  ;  but,  sir,  no  nation 
upon  earth  has  a  right  to  resent  such  a  step,  noi 
can  we  be  injured  bv  retaliation.  As  to  a  treaty,. 
I  doubt  much  whether  we  stand  in  need  of  one. 
I  fear  the  business  of  treaties  is  better  understood 
elsewhere  than  here,  and  that  Foreign  Ministers 
might  be  an  overmatch  for  as  in  such  negotia- 
tions. 1  had  rather  regulate  our  commerce,  so  as 
to  induce  the  country  with  which  we  wish  to 
trade  upon  advantageous  terms,  to  grant  us  such 
terms ;  at  all  events,  I  should  aim  at  increasing 
our  revenue  in  this  manner.  If  we  cannot  extend 
our  commerce,  and  at  present  I  would  avoid  an 
increase  of  duty  on  imports,  I  think  that  the  lands 
in  the  Western  Territory  should  be  sold,  and  ton- 
nage increased,  before  we  lay  any  further  burden 
on  imported  articles — a  burden  which  must  be 
unequally  felt  by  the  different  States.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  bill  will  be  racommitted,  and 
so  amroded,  that  it  may  pass  by  a  great  majority. 

Mr.  Habtlet  made  some  observations  in  oppo- 
siion  to  the  motion.  The  motion  to  recommit 
was  negatived. 

'  The  bill  then  being  open  to  amendments,  Mr. 
Williamson  objected  to  the  section  which  ex- 
empted books  imported  for  Colleges  and  Acade- 
mies from  a  duty,  and  after  stating  some  reasons 
for  his  opinion,  moved  lo  amend  the  section  by 
striking  out  the  clause  making  this  exception. 
This  motion,  after  some  debate,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  being  further  amended,  was,  together 
with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time  tr 


Satcbday,  April  21. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  on  the  several  petitions  of  Josias 
Ciapham,  John  Highy,  John  Elias  Moore,  Wil- 
liam Arnold,  William  Albangh,  and  Margaret 
Crowell,  executors  of  Henry  Crowell,  deceased ; 
Daniel  Freer ;  Laurana  Richardson,  administra- 
trix of  George  Richardson,  deceased;  Elizabeth 
Mark,  widow  of  George  Mark,  deceased ;  Henry 
Lee,  WiUiam  Graham,  jr.,  William  Baker,  Wil- 
liam Jones,  Daniel  Schermerhom,  John  Craine, 
Peter  Huber  John  Hays,  Daniel  Robbins,  John 
Pollbemus,  Thomas  Donnellan,  Stephen  Reming- 
ton, Samuel  Skillman,  John  Hayden,  Job  Kit- 
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UeAge,  Ebenezer  Wbittemore,  and  Martha  Whit- 
temore,  heirs  of  William  Kittie^e,  deceased,  and 
William  Robinson,  respectively,  praying  the  ic 
newal  of  certain  certificates,  which  are  alleged  to 
have  been  destroyed  or  lost;  which  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Leb,  Mr. 
Stekhett,  and  Mr.  Thatcher  ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinioa  thereupon,  to  the  Houie. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  and  others, 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  an  act  esia- 
Uishing  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States  may  be  passed,  under  such 
restrictions  and  with  such  limitations  ^  Congress 
shall  think  just.  Referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  es- 
tablish an  uniform  system  oT  bankruptcy  through- 
out  the  Utkited  States. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  raising  a  further  sum  of 
money  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled ;  and, 
on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pa^s — 

Mr.  Paqb  made  the  following  remarks:  If  the 
bill  were  what  its  title  says  it  is,  I  should  be  the 
last  man  in  this  House  to  vote  against  it.  But  it 
is  so  different  from  what  its  title  represents  it  to 
be,  that  this,  added  to  the  objections  which  1  have 
already  made  and  heard  against  it,  I  shall  vote 
against  its  passage.  Sir,  it  is  not  a  bill  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers,  but  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  certain  manufactures,  and  of  the  fisheries, 
and  for  the  increase  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  It  is  a 
bill  very  different  from  woat  it  ought  to  be,  and 
is  about  to  pass,  from  w^l  has  fallen  from  some 

SQtlemen,  as  a  compromise  for  the  assumption  of 
s  State  debts,  and  an  eacoura^ment  to  the 
manufacturers  and  fisheries.  Such  compromise 
I  cannot  approve  of;  and  such  a  bill  I  cannot  vote 
for.  If  it  be  thrown  out,  I  think  we  may  brin^  in 
one  to  answer  its  purpose  much  better.  It  is  im- 
proper to  entangle  this  bill  with  matter  foreign  to 
It.  There  is  no  occasion  to  repeal  the  act  for  es- 
tablishing a  permanent  revenue  to  blend  it  with 
this  bill. 

Mr,  MuHRAT  said  be  was  in  favor  ot  the  bill.  A 
great  and  unexpected  calamity  had  called  on  the 
country  for  money  for  the  support  of  a  necessary  and 
increased  army.  In  the  discussion  of  this  bill  there 
had  been  a  perpetual  reiteration  of  objection  by 
some  memMrs  as  to  the  inexpedience  and  impro- 
priety of  a  reference  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  his  opinion.  This  might  have  been  all 
very  fair  before  the  reference  was  made,  and  his 
report  obtained,  but  was  not  altogether  ansolutely 
necessary  now,  when  the  question  was  not  a  re- 
ference, but  the  best  mode  of  raising  the  sum 
wanted.  He  bad.  however,  been  convinced  of 
this,  that  had  the  faith  of  the  House  rested  itseir 
on  the  powers  of  those  who  perpetually  recur  Ic 
the  reference,  and  who  propose  nothing  them- 
selves, little  could  have  been  accomplished.  For 
surely  if  those  who^  in  the  midst  of  a  general  call 
for  the  exercise  of  mvention  and  judgment,  — 


tent  themselves  with  complaints  at  the  mode  in 
which  the  resources  of  the  country  have  been 
shown  to  us,  we  must  conclude  that  either  they 
have  not  power,  or  want  inclination  to  originate 
or  to  amend — a  fair  field  has  been  open  to  both. 

We  had  been  called  on  to  raise  five  hundred 
and  fifty  odd  thousand  dollars  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  a  frontier  defence;  we  referred  the  mode 
of  raising  the  sum  to  the  Secretary,  still  retaining 
what  we  could  not  yield — the  power  of  altering, 
amending,  or  wholly  rejecting  the  report  of  that 
officer.  He  said  that  he  had  voted  the  reference 
for  reasons  which  be  would  not  again  repeal. 
Satisfied,  as  he  now  was,  that  he  had  been  then 
right,  be  would  now  vote  for  Che  measure,  which, 
with  some  amendments  on  the  Secretary's  system, 
had  arisen  from  the  report.  The  opposition  to 
the  reference  at  first  seemed  to  him  to  oe  founded 
among  other  reasons  in  a  properly  grounded  con- 
sciousness of  some  members  in  their  own  ability 
to  do  without  oflicial  assistance.  He  had  ima- 
gined, however,  that  when  the  report  came  to  be 
taken  up,  it  would  not  have  been  treated  with 
merely  naked  opposition.  He  hoped,  and.be  de- 
clared himself  sincere  in  the  expectation,  that 
some  eentlemen,  whose  distinguished  talents  fitted 
them  for  something  better  than  the  mere  prevea- 
tion  of  evil,  would  have  favored  the  committee 
with  plans  of  their  own,  and  at  all  events  have 
ovine  and  correcting,  not  merely  by 
me,  but  by  supplying  and  ingraliing 
strength  where  there  might  be  weakness,  and  a 
substitute  of  something  better  where  there  was 
merely  good.  When  the  bill  came  into  discussion 
he  expected  that  when  gentlemen  opposed  <ine 
proposition  they  would  candidly  have  given  an 
election  of  a  better  by  proposing  something  of 
their  own.  Where  there  was  no  alternative  pre- 
sented, there  could  be  no  choice;  and  it  was  natu- 
ral to  expect  where  proof  is  given  of  the  badness 
of  one  system,  the  judgment  shoald  have  a  chance 
of  comparing  what  is  atl^d  to  be  defective  with  . 
that  which  is  more  eligible  and  perfect.  But  he 
lamented  Chat  gentlemen  had  ofiered  nothing  like 
an  aliemative  in  the  very  moment  when  their 
efforts  seemed  to  be  directed  to  defeat  a  bill,  for 
which  they  neither  promised  uor  offered  a  suDsli- 
tute.  Had  the  same  ingenuity,  that  appeared  to 
pride  itself  in  its  power  of  impeding,  oeen  exer- 
cised in  its  ability  to  create,  to  amend,  and  to  pro- 
pose, he  had  not  a  doubt  but  that  a  yet  more  per- 
fect and  better  digested  system  had  been  the  result. 
As  he  was  bound  to  no  particular  lesson  of  finance, 
he  would  have  met  the  propositions  of  members 
with  partiaLly,  and  exercised  his  judgment  with 
deference  and  candor.  On  all  sides  it  was  agreed 
that  the  local  feelings  and  knowledge  of  the  nation 
were  here ;  they  ought,  then,  occasionally  in  the 
prc^ess  of  the  bill  to  have  here  suggested  the 
claims  of  particular  interests,  and  in  alTpracticable 
cases  to  have  ingrafted  them ;  this  was  done  in 
some  instances,  particularly  the  protecting  duties 
by  which  the  hemp  and  cotton  of  the  Southern 
States,  end  the  iron  of  the  Middle  States,  are  en- 
couraged and  established.  He  said  he  would  not 
detain  the  House  but  with  a  few  remarks  why  the 
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bill  appeared  not  odI;  defeosiblej  but  good.  The 
predominant  feature  of  it  vms  its  naftonofify,  as  it 
respected  impartial,  and,  as  far  as  circumstances 
admit,  equal  justice  and  eDcourogement  to  (he  in- 
terests and  raw  materials  of  the  respective  States. 
It  presented  a  point  in  which  the  retatire  interests 
of  the  counlry,  and  the  various  resources  of  its 
natural  riches,  nad  heen  combined  with  skill  and 
harmony.  A  temper  of  conciliation  had  actuated 
members  in  the  several  exemptions  and  protec- 
tions which  they  had  bronght  forward;  this  was  a 
principle  invaluable  in  a  &ivemmeDt  whose  very 
soul  results  from  that  union  in  which  the  natural, 
but  distinct  and  variant,  resources  of  the  country 
could  alone  flfturiah. 

They  can  furnish  but  by  combination  and  mu- 
raal  aid.  Had  the  bill  no  other  good,  it  contained 
this,  that  it  exhibited  a  striking  proof  to  all  the 
world  that,  in  the  various  natural  endowments  of 
a  country  so  variously  gifted,  there  existed  such  a 
character  of  relation  to  each  other  as  to  secure 

fieal  internal  wealth  and  prosperity  when  com- 
ined  together,  and  when  acted  on  by  a  desire  to 
render,  tlie  naturai  wealth  and  raw  materials  of 
one  State  instrumental  to  the  industry  and  happi- 
ness of  another.  In  this  bill  the  qiw  materials  of 
the  more  southern  States  are  protected,  and  made 
to  serve  the  ptirposesof  industry  and  manufacture 
in  the  more  northern  States.  Manufactmers 
would  indeed  be  a  favored  class  of  the  community 
if  the  same  protecting  duties  which  secured  to 
them  the  chances  of  trade,  did  not  at  the  same 
lime  secure  (o  the  agricultural  interests  a  sure 
market  for  the  raw  materials  of  which  the  manu- 
facfure  is  composed. 

In  the  early  stages  of  this  btU,  several  gentle- 
men complained  of.  the  preference  shown  to  the 
manufacturing  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  was 
said  that  the  protecting  duties  would  operate  ex- 
clusively in  the  Eastern  States.  When,  however, 
on  the  completioii  of  this  lall,  we  see  the  recipro- 
city under  which  the  agricultural  and  the  manu- 
facturing interests  have  been  viewed  and  cher- 
ished, we  must  be  forced  to  own  both  the  liberal 
and  conciliating  spirit  with  which  the  House  has 
been  moved,  as  well  as  the  mutual  dependence  on 
which  these  apparently  opposite  interests  really 
are  supported.  In  the  mstances  of  hemp  and  cot- 
ton, to  which  the  more  southern  States  are  best 
adapted,  we  see  such  a  preference  given  that  the 
duties  on  these  articles  of  foreign  growth  almost 
amount  to  exclusion.  Thus  the  cotton  and  the 
hemp  of  the  South  will  be  carried  to  supply  the 
mantifactures  of  the  North,  agriculture  be  gradu- 
ally invited  and  drawn  into  activity  and  internal 
supply,  and  the  bands  of  the  Union  drawn  amica- 
bly tighter  by  a  mutual  and  habitual  dependence 
of  each  and  all  (he  States  in  (he  wants  and  pro- 
ductions of  each  other.  The  iron  andsteel  of  the 
Middle  Slates  were  likewise  protected,  and  as  far 
perhaps  as  our  experience  permitted  experiment, 
the  domestic  resources  of  the  country  were  nunted 
and  guarded.  While  the  raw  materials  of  the 
growth  of  the  country  have  thus  a  preference, 
manulactute  and  agriculture  will  eo  hand  in  hand; 
and  political  union,  thus  enlivened  by  commercial 


barter,  as  it  is  the  only  meditmi  through  'wUch 
their  mutual  prosperities  are  produced  and  hai^ 
monized.  wilt  prove  t>y  experience  the  bleasing 
which  all  have  hoped  for. 

The  objection  of  some  gentlemen  that  the  |>n>- 
tection  of  manufactures  was  not  the  original  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  he  did  not  think  a  bouihI  one. 
Several  modes  of  raisiijg  the  sum,  which  is  our 
first  object,  were  held  out  as  alternatives.  This 
mode,  by  imposts,  was  the  most  liked.  The  line 
of  taxation  being  once  adopted,  the  protection  of 
manufactures  naturally  arose  out  of  the  thing  it- 
self. It  arose  not  as  a  prime  object,  but  as  a  oe- 
cessary  incident.  He  tnought  the  bill  would  in- 
sure productive  revenue ;  and  he  thought  the 
collateral  benefit,  as  it  touched  a  production  of  the 
natural  riches  of  the  country,  a  high  recommend- 

The  question  on  passing  the  bill  was  then  taken, 
and  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  37, 
nays  20,  as  follows: 

Yiifl.— Fisher  Amei,  Robert  Bttmwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
BOn,  Bliaa  Boudinot,  Bheojjaahnb  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  John  Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  William  Find- 
lej.  Thomas  Fitzaimons,  Elbridge  Gerrf ,  Nicholas  (Jil 
man,  Benjamin  Goodhue.James Gordon, Thomu Hart- 
\ey,  James  HllUiause,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  AiTDn 
Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Lsoranee,  Amass 
Learned,  Samuel  Livemore,  Andrew  Moore,  Fredeiicfe 
Auguatni  MnhlentwtK,  WilUam  Van*  Mnrra;,  Natha- 
niel Nilee,  WiUiun  Smidi.  John  Steele,  Bamuel  Stev 
Kit,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  SylveKer,  Qao.  Thatdiv, 
John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  Artemaa  Waid, 
and  Alexander  White. 

NtTt. — John  BapdMAihi,  Abiaham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam B.  Oilee,  WiUiam  Ban;  Grove,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
Jamea  Madiaon,  John  Frana»  Mercer,  John  Page,  Ji>- 
■iah  Parker,  Comaliiu  C.  Sdioonmaker,  Joshua  Senc;, 
Upton  Sheridine,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Tho- 
mai  Sumpter,  ThomaiTredwell.Tbomii  Tudor  Tuck- 
er, Abrabsm  Venable,  Hugh  Williamion,  and  Fraocia 
WiUi«. 

WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS'  CLAIMS. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  laying  before  Congress  the  copy 
of  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  the  Judges 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  heldfor 
the  Peimsylvania  District,  relatively  to  the  "  Act 
to  provide  for  the  '  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
widows  and  orphans  barred  by  the  limitations 
heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the  olaims 
to  invalid  pensions." 

The  copy  of  the  Letter  referred  to  in  the  said 
Message  was  read,  as  follows : 

Pbiladilfhia,  Aprii  18,  179S. 

7b  Iht  pBEsmaat  of  the  UaiTso  Statib  ; 

Sib  :  To  jou  it  officially  belongs  to  "  take  care  that 
the  iaw»"  of  the  United  Slates  "  befaUhfaUy  extatted^ 
Before  tod,  Iberefiire,  we  think  it  our  dut;  to  lay  the 
sentuaenta  which,  on  a  late  painful  occasion,  governed 
us,  ifith  regard  to  an  act  pasaed  b;  the  Legislature  of 
the  Union. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  have  vested  in  Con- 
gresB  all  L^itia^xt  ponem  "  granted  in  the  Gonstitc^ 
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Thvy  have  vetted  in  ona  Snproma  Courl,  uid  in  >udi 
iufinrior  Coaita  u  the  Congrea  iball  eatablkh, 
JuditiiU  power  of  the  United  States." 

It  ii  irorth;  of  retnaii  that,  in  Uongren,  the  tokok 
Lcgi^tiTepow«rofdieUiuted8tateaiiiMt*eeted.  An 
impofttnt  ]Mit  of  that  porrer  waa  exaictaed  by  the  peo- 
^  Ihemaflrei,  irtien  tbey  "ordained  and  ■atabT'"' 


"  This  Constitution"  ia  "  the  niiB«ine  law  of  the  land.' 
Thia  mpreme  law  "  all  Judicial  offieen  of  the  United 
Statee  are  bound,  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  aupport." 

It  is  ■  principle  important  to  &eedom,  that,  in  Oo- 
vemment,  the  Judidal  ahould  be  diitinct  gam,  and 
independent  of,  the  LegUlaHvt  department.  To  thia 
impMtaut  principle  the  people  of  the  United  States  in 
fbnning  their  Constitution,  have  nanifeated  the  high- 
er re^ird. 

They  have  placed  their  Judidai  power, 


good  behavitMir ;"  and  that  "  during  their  conttnuance  i 
1   oRce,  their  aatariea  ahall  not  be  dimini^ied." 

Congms  have  lately  paaaed  an  act,  "  to  regulate' 
(among  Qtbcr  thinga)  "  the  claima  of  inviUid  petuioliJt." 

Upon  dae  consideration  vre  have  been  unanimous 
of  opinion  that,  under  Ihia  act,  the  Circuit  Court,  hrid 
ibr  ihe  Pennsylvania  district,  could  not  proceed : 

1.  Because  the  bustnem,  directed  by  thia  act,  ii  not 
ui  a  Judicial  nature ;  it  forms  no  part  of  the  power  vest- 
ed, by  the  Conititution,  in  the  Courts  (tf  the  United 
States;  the  Circuit  Court  must  conaeqnently  have  pnv 
ceeded  without  constitutioDal  autbori^. 

3.  Because,  if,  npon  that  busioeas,  the  Court  had 
[voceeded,  its  judgments  (for  its  opinions  are  i(a  judg- 
ments) might,  under  the  same  act,  have  been  revised 
and  controlled  by  tht  Legislature,  and  by  an  officer 
the  Executive  Department;  such  reviaion  and  control 
we  deemed  radically  inconsistent  with  independence  of 
that  Judicial  power  which  is  vested  in  the  courts ;  and, 


These,  sir,  are  the  reaaona  of  our  eondnet.  Be  as- 
BUrsd  that,  though  it  became  neoenary,  it  was  tar  fmai 
being  pleasant.  To  be  obliged  to  aot  contrary  either  to 
the  obvious  direetiotu  of  Congress,  or  to  a  constitution- 
al principle,  in  onr  judgment,  equally  obvious,  excited 
feeling  in  ua,  which  we  hope  never  to  experience  again. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  Ihe  most  perfect  con- 
■ideratiiMi  and  respect,  sii,  your  most  obedient  and  feiy 
humble  eervante, 

JAMES  WILSON, 
JOHN  BLAIR, 
RICHARD  PETERS. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMaoN,  from  the  commillee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  lor  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  NorthiresI  of  the  river 
Ohio;  which  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accorapanv- 
ins  his  report  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Neil ; 
imcb  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  state  of  the  recruiting  service,  and 
to  report  thereupon  to  Ihe  House ;  and  that  Mr. 
Hartley,  Mr.  MooHB,aDd  Mr.  Thatcher,  be  the 
said 


Monday,  April  33. 

A  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
commitled  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole  House 
to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  a  commillee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  autnorizing  the 
grant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  John 
Cleves  Syrames  and  his  associates;  and  thai  Mr. 
Dayton,  Mr.  Trbdwell,  and  Mr.  Gilhan,  be  of 
the  said  committee. 

THE  MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  Militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurtectionts  and  repel  invasiona : 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  beii^  under  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  LivBRHOHE,  objected  to  the  general  terms 
used  in  this  section;  be  thoushtthe  nature  of  the 
offences  intended  to  be  euardfed  acainsl,  ought  to 
be  more  particularly  defined,  thai  the  sources  from 
whence  complaints  should  issue  should  be  pointed 

Mr.  BGNBONwasin  favor  of  introdueinf  the  ez- 
{Hess  words  of  tlie  Oon«tiintion,aDd  moved  to  strike 
out  certain  expressions  for  the  purpose  of  substi- 
tuiing  those  words. 

Mr,  White  observed,  that  the  objections  which 
bad  now  been  started  were  considered  by  the 
Committee,  and  attempts  were  made  to  render 
the  clause  more  express  and  definite,  but  it  was 
found  they  only  rendered  it  more  obscure. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  he  considered  the  objection 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  Ynk  as  involving 
a  dangerous  principle.  It  seems  to  suppose  that 
the  General  Oovernment  only  posseVses  the  power 
to  suppress  insnrreciioDs ;  whereas  the  States  in- 
dividually certainly  possess  this  power  ;  (hey  can 
suppress  insurrections,  and  will  do  it;  their  mter- 
est  IB  involved  in  suppoittng  the  laws,  and  they  are 
fuily  corapeloit  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Kittbra  said  the  seBllemui  from  New 
Hampshire  objects  to  the  clause  because  it  is  not 

Krticular  enough;  while  the  gentleman  from 
VK  York  thinks  it  not  generRl  enough ;  be  thought 
that  the  clause  was  very  well  exiiressed ;  it  adopts 
that  medium  which  in  each  cases  is  perhapsalwaya 
the  safest. 

Mr.  Pasg. — I  move  to  strike  out  the  clan 
caimot  be^ amended;  1  hope  there  is  no  a 
for  such  a  clause;  it  holds  out  an  idea  of  resistance 
which  I  will  not  suppose  can  exist.  Mild  and 
equitable  laws  will  not  be  resisted;  and  if  Congress 
should  be  so  infatuated  as  to  enact  those  of  a  con- 
trary nature,  I  hope  they  will  be  repealed,  and 
not  enforced  by  martial  law.  We  have  seen  no 
occasion  for  three  years  past  rf  such  a  law  as  is 
now  supposed  necessary.  If  the  resistance  be  sm^, 
said  a  member  from  North  Carolina,  the  nu^ia- 
trates  will  be  competent  to  the  business  j  if  ^reat, 
it  wotild  not  be  prudent  to  attempt  to  crush  it.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  make  laws  merely  becanae  the 
'Constitution  authorizes  a  dangerous  power. 
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Mr.  MoBR&v  said,  he  was  opposed  to  the  last 
motion,  as  well  as  to  that  from  the  gentleman  from 
New  York.  He  offered  several  remarks  to  show  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  an  energetic  execution 
of  the  laws,  while  al  the  same  time  he  was  fully 
impressed  with  the  importance  ofharine  the  power 
defined  and  yarded  as  much  as  possihle.  He  ad^ 
verted  to  the  British  Government,  where  a  prompt 
and  energetic  execution  of  the  law  is  considered 
of  the  first  importance,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
military  isaever  called  in  but  in  the  last  extremity. 
He  gave  a  short  account  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
Government  in  the  insurrection  raised  in  the  city 
of  London  by  Lord  George  Gordon,  &c. 

Mr.  Clark  was  in  favor  of  striking  out.  He 
said  the  motion  from  the  gentleman  of  New  York, 
went  to  call  forth  the  military  in  tase  of  any  oppo- 
sition to  the  excise  law ;  so  that  if  an  old  woman 
was  to  strike  an  excise  officer  with  a  broomstick, 
forsooth  the  military  is  to  be  called  out  to  suppress 
an  insurrection.  The  Govenunent,  he  obs^ed, 
was  in  its  infancy,  and  he  saw  no  necessity  for 
supposing  that  the  people  would  at  this  early  stage 
oppose  the  laws. 

Mr.  Benhoh  rose  to  explain.  He  said,  his  ideas 
were  misconceived,  he  had  no  such  designs  as 
were  imputed  to  him ;  his  wish  was  to  provide  in 
the  simplest  and  best  manner  for  the  oDJect  con- 
templated in  the  biU. 

Mr-  Gebbv,  said  he  was  opposed  to  striking  out 
the  section,  but  still  was  not  pleased  with  it  alto- 
gether, ana  moved  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Mehceb  said,  he  had  not  heard  any  propo- 
sition which  pleased  him ;  he  liked  the  section  r~ 
it  stood  better  than  any  of  them,  but  thought  that 
required  some  essential  alteration  oi  addition ;  he 
baa  no  idea  that  this  Government  was  to  depend 
on  the  several  State  Governments  for  carrying  ' 
laws  into  exe6ution.  He  then  adverted  to  the  ti 
different  powers  id  a  community,  the  civil  and 
military;  thefirst  is  adeliberative power,  the  othi 
cannot  deliberate ;  and  therefore  in  no  free  coui 
try  can  the  latter  be  called  forth,  nor  martial  law 
proclaimed  but  under  great  restrictions.    He  ob- 
served, that  the  General  GoTernment  had  respect 
to  the  persons  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  Stales, 
and  not  to  the  Government  of  those  States;  on 
this  principle  the  marshals  of  the  several  States 
have  a  power  to  call  forth  iheposte  comittatut ; 
and  additional  marshals  shotdd  oe  appointed,  and 
only  in  the  last  extremity  they  may  call  forth  the 
military  power;  he  was  in  favor  on  the  whole  of 
retaining  the  section,  and  concluded  by  reading  a 
clause  which  he  proposed  should  be  inserted  as  an 
additional  section. 

Mr.  Sbnby  was  in  favor  of  retaining  the  clause, 
but  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  qualified  by  som 
explanatory  article. 

Mr.  Page. — Suppose  the  case  should  happen  ii 
which  the  militia  should  refuse  to  act,  regular 
must  then  be  called  in — a  fair  pretext  for  a  mili 
tary  establishment.  Treason  has  existed  in  every 
country,  and  has  been  punished  with  the  appro- 
bation of  eood  men ;  and  should  a  combination 
too  powerful  take  place,  and  apfdication  be  made 
for  assistance,  let  Congress  make  laws  to  provide 


for  such  cases  in  future.  It  should  be  r 
bered  that  the  doctrine  now  contended  for  i^  thai 
very  doctrine  which  dismembered  the  British 
"  '  Sir,  it  would  have  been  happy  for  Bri- 
E  doctrine  had  never  been  taught  ia  that 
Kingdom.  Soldiers,  not  militia,  must  be  the  pro- 
tools  for  the  Government  that  wishes  to  en- 
e  its  laws  by  arms.  But  do  the  virtuous,  pa- 
tient, submissive,  and  truly  patriotic  citizens  of 
the  United  States  deserve  the  suspicion  which  is 

cited  against  them,  and  stigmatizes  them  in  the 

luse  which  I  move  to  strike  out? 

Such  bills  in  a  free  Stale,  where  the  people 
have  been  taught  to  look  upon  the  right  of  renis- 
ing  submission  to  unconstilutiooal  acts,  niay 
excite  insurrections  much  easier  than  queO 
them. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  was  negatived, 

Mr.  Steele  moved  to  amend  the  section  by 
striking  out  the  clause  which  authorizes  the  PbE' 
siDEHT  OF  THE  United  States  10  call  out  the  . 
militia  of  one  State  to  suppress  insurrectioDs  in 
another.  He  enforced  this  motion  by  saying  that 
he  hoped  it  would  always  be  found  that  there 
were  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  within  every 
Slate  well  affected  to  the  laws  to  suppress  any 
opposition  to  them  within  the  State. 

Mr,  McRBAy  replied  to  Mr.  Steele.  He  said 
that  the  gentleman  s  observations  went  to  deprive 
the  people  of  one  of  the  most  obvious  benefits 
arising  from  the  social  compact.  He  said  he 
should  be  much  obliged  to  the  gentleman  if  be 
would  point  out  any  other  remedy  for  the  case  con- 
templated, than  that  proposed ;  u»  his  own  part, 

Mr.  Giles  observed,  that  the  exigency  contem- 
plated by  the  section  was  of  so  great  magnitude, 
that  of  the  opposition  of  a  whole  State  to  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  that  it  required  a  more  com- 
petent provision  than  was  provided  by  this  bill. 
He  was  fully  impressed  with  the  propriety  of  the 
Government's  possessing  a  power  to  execute 
its  laws,  and  to  provide  for  its  own  security; 
still  he  considered  that  the  case  to  be  provided 
for  could  not  happen  suddenly,  and  therefore  he 
thought  the  power  now  under  consideration  could 
not  with  safety  be  intrusted  to  the  President  of 
THi  United  States  ;  he  was  therefore  in  favor 
of  striking  out  the  clause. 

Mr.  Gerby  supported  the  clause ;  he  denied 
that  it  involved  the  consequences  deduced  by  the 
gentlemen  opposed  to  it.  It  does  not  suppose  a 
Slate  to  be  in  rebellion ;  such  a  supposition  can- 
not be  supported,  when  it  is  considered  that  m 
order  to  a  State's  being  consideied  in  that  light,  a 
Lezislaiive  act  must  precede  and  accompany  a 
declaration  of  the  fact.  He  adverted  to  iacts  to 
show  the  necessity  for  the  provision.  He  bad  no 
objection  to  qualifying  the  clause  by  directing  the 
marshals  in  the  first  instance  to  apply  to  the  Exe- 
cutives of  the  several  States. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  opposed  to  the  clause,  and  in 
favor  of  striking  out.  He  adverted  to  the  Con- 
stitution to  show  that  it  was  not  contemplated 
thereby  that  this  power  should  be  sligfatljr  dele- 
gated to  the  Executive,  and  agreeable  to  this  idea 
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the  first  CoDgreas  had  dealt  out  this  power  trith 
a  sparing  liand. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  clause  was  ne- 
gatived. 

Mr.  Steele  moved  to  add  a  clause  providing 
for  the  intervening  of  a  session  of  Congress  pre- 
tIous  to  the  marching  of  the  militia  of  one  Slate 
into  another;  this,  ailet  some  debate,  was  nega- 
tired. 

An  amendment  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Madi- 
son to  modify  the  section,  so  as  to  delegate  this 
power  to  the Prebideht  of  tre  Uniteu  States 
auring  the  recess  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Benson  observed,  that  with  respect  to  the 
object^  State  lines  were  perfectly  ideal ;  that  an 
innabilant  of  one  State  was  equally  bound  with 
that  of  another  to  march  to  sappress  ioaurrec- 
tions,  and  to  assist  in  execution  of  the  laws  as 
ulucb  ss  the  inhabitajits  of  a  State  in  which  the 
opposition  to  the  laws  existed. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Madison  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  an  amendment  to  the  se- 
cond section,  providing  that  information  of  any 
insurrection  shall  be  communicated  to  the  Pbesi- 
DBNT  OP  THE  United  States  by  one  of  the  Asso- 
ciate Justices,  or  the  District  Judge  ;  which  was 

Mr. Mercer  proposed  an  additional sectionpro- 
viding  for  the  issuing  a  Proclamation  by  the  Pbe- 
aiDENT  OP  THE  United  States,  and  for  the  read- 
ing of  such  Proclamation  in  the  hearing  of  the 
insurgents,  previous  to  using  a  military  force ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Section  3d— Mr,  Mercer  moved  to  add  after 
the  words  "  articles  of  war,"  in  the  10th  line,  ex- 
cept that  theu  thall  not  be  ruinect  to  corporal  pu- 
nultment ;  this,  afler  some  debate,  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendmeuis  disa- 
.  greed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  more  efiectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence,by  establishing  an  uniform  Militia  through- 
out the  United  States,"  and  desire  a  conference 
with  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said 
amendments,  and  have  appointed  managers  at  the 
aaid  conference  on  their  part.  They  have  passed 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  indemnify  the  estate 
of  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Gieene,  for 
a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  him  during  the  late 
war,"  with  several  amendments ;  and  a  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  compensate  the  services  of  the  late 
Colonel  George  QibGon ;"  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Hartley, from  the  committee  appointed 


Tdebday,  April  S4. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  t 
demnify  the  estate  of  the  late  Major  General 
Nalhaniet  Greene  fbr  a  certain  bond  entered  ' 


by  him  during  the  late  war ;  and  the  same  beinff 
twice  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dayton,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  grant  and  convey- 
ance of  certain  lands  to  JohnCleves  Symmesand 
his  a;4sociates;  was  read  twice^  and  committed. 

Mr,  Gerry,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  a  motion  for  obtaining  an  impartial  pub- 
lication of  the  debates  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

Retolved,  That  the  PBESiDENTof  the  Senate  and 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  do 
adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  the  5th  day  of 
May  neitj  to  close  the  present  sessions,  and  to 
~eet  again  on  such  daj  as  may  by  taw  be  di- 
eted. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  biU  or  bills  to  alter  the 
time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress ; 
and  that  Mr.  Qoodbue,  Mr,  Benson,  and  Mr. 
Smitb,  of  South  Carolina,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of 
Robert  Neil.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner, 
praying  relief  against  the  determination  of  the 
Auditor  and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  on  a 
claim  which  he  has  exhibited  against  the  United 
State.',  cannot  be  granted. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  irom  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  an-  . 
nual  meeting  of  Congress;  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third- time. 

Mr.  FiTZBiMOHS,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  making  certain  appropriations 
therein  specified ;  which  was  received,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  remission  of 
certain  duties;  which  was  received,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  provide 
for  calling  forth  the  Militia  to  execute  thelaws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insunections,  and  repel  inva- 
sions ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  again 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  agreed 
to  several  amendments  thereto ;  which  he  deli- 
vered in  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  Congress  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Wednesday,  April  25. 
Mr.  Ladrance,  from  the  comniittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  6f  Charles  CoMU  and 
William  Robertson,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taole. 
THE  MILITIA  BILL. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
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^Suse  yesterday,  lo  the  bill  to  provide  for  calling 
Torth  the  Militia  to  esecutetbe  laws  of  the  Union, 
'    suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions. 

The  second  section  of  the  bm,  for  calling  forth 
the  Militia,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Goodhue  observed  that  the  amendment 
apfieared  to  him  to  require  some  amendment;  for 
an  in'Qrrection  may  happen  in  a  remote  part  of 
the  Union,  and  all  the  mischief  completed  before 
this  proclamation  could  reach  the  spot 

Mr.  FiTZBiHone  observed  that  the  proclamation 
could  r«ach  the  scene  of  action  as  soon.as  the  or- 
der iirom  the  Fbebident  for  calling  forth  the  Mi- 
litia could;  therefore,  the  objection  applies  to 
other  parts  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mehcer  supported  the  amendment  on  pre- 
cedent, and  by  arguments  drawn  from  facts  and 

Mr.  LivBBMORB  objected,  generally,  to  any 
amendment  of  the  bill.  He  doubted  whether  the 
Legislatture  of  the  United  States  had  a  risht  to 
authorize  the  pREeiDBNT  to  call  forth  the  Militia 
till  some  real  necessity  fi»  the  measure  should 

Mr.  Ci^ARK  inquired  whether  the  United  Stale* 
have  a  right  to  call  on  the  justices  of  the  peace 
to  Kiecate  the  laws  of  Congress  1  if  they  have  no 
such  rizht,  the  amendment,  so  far  as  it  respects 
those  officers,  is  nugatory. 

Mr.  White  was  in  favor  of  the  clause  gene- 
rally, but  said  he  had  no  idea  that  the  GenenU  Go- 
vernment had  any  rigat  to  call  on  the  officers  of 
the  particular  Slates  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Gbrbi,  adverting  to  several  parts  of  the 
Constitution,  observed,  that  nothing  sould  be 
twiner  than  this — that  the  General  Government 
had  a  riffht  to  require  the  assistance  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  several  State  Governments ;  for  they 
have  severally  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
thought  the  tendency  of  it,  so  lar  from  operating 
to  suppress  insurrections,  would  produce  them  in 
a  much  greater  degree.  He  objected  particularly 
to  that  part  of  the  clause  which  required  the  pro- 
clamation's being  read  in  the  hearing  of  the  insur- 
gents. He  believed  it  was  true,  that  no  advan- 
tage had  ever,  in  fact,  resulted  from  the  practice. 

It  was  then  voted  to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of 
the  amendment,  which  respectscallingon  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  or  the  judges  to  read  the  pro- 
clamation. 

And  then  the  said  biU,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments, were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  authorizing  the  Prebident  of  the  Se- 
nate and  Speaker  of  j^e  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  ihe  5th 
day  of  May  next,  to  close  their  present  sessions, 
and  to  meet  again  on  such  day  as  may  by  law  be 
directed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  tile  Senate  on  Mmid&y  last,  desiring  a  con- 


ference with  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  oif 
the  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and 
insisted  on  by,  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  more  eiTect- 
ually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  esta- 
blishing an  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  United 
States.    Whereupon, 

JtMoived,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  conference,  and  that  Mr.  Clark, Mr.  White, 
and  Mr.  Murray,  be  appointed  managers  at  the 
same,  on  the  part  of  this  Honse. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  tunmd- 
ments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  on  the  16th  instant,  to  the  bill  seat  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  pro- 
cesses in' the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  pro- 
viding compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  and  made 
some  progress  therein,  when  an  adjournment  w»s 
called  for.  Whereupon,  the  several  orders  of  the 
day  were  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  April  26. 

An  en^ossed  bill  to  provide  for  ctdling  forttt 
the  Militia  to  execute  the  laws  ot  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referr^  the  petition  of  Lewis  Garaiiger,  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  his  brother,  Charles  Garan- 
ger,  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  ihe  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Charles  Colvill  and  William  Robertson. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  report  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  on  the  bill 
making  certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  conuniitee  to  whom  wan  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  sundry  petitions,  praying  the  renewal  of  certi- 
ficates which  have  been  tost  or  destroyed,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  bv  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  16lh  instant,  to  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  pro- 
cesses in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  pro- 
viding compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses;"  and  the 
same  being  further  amended,  were,  on  the  qnes- 
lion  sevetully  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 

Ordered,  That  the  said  biU,<c^iher  with  Ihe 
amendments  thereto,  be  read  the  third  time  to- 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions reported  by  (he  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  13th  instant,  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  alterations 
in  the  act  entitled  "An  act  repealing,  after  the  tasi 
day  of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon 
distilled  ^rits  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying 
others  in  their  stead ;  and,  also,  upon  spirits  i'w 
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tilled  within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropri- 
ating the  same  ;"  and,  the  said  resolutions  being 
f^ice  read,  were,  on  the  question  aeveialiy  put 
thereupon,  afreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought 
suaut  to  the  said  Tesolutions;  and  that  Mr.  Fitz- 
siMONS,  Mr.  pAaxER,  and  Mr.  Macon,  do  prepare 
and  bring'  is  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  WholeHouseon  the  bill  authoiizingazranl  and 
coi>Te;r^Qc  eofcettain  lands  to  John  Cle  ves  8  y  mm  es 
and  ms  associates^  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideriLttOD,  and 
made  an  amendment  thereto;  which  n 
lead,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
UDendment,  be  en^oesed,  and  read  the  third>ti 
to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  confirm 
award  or  report  of  referees  between  the  United 
States  and  Comfort  Sands,  and  others;  and  that 
Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
Mr,  GfRiFFiN,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  registering  ships 
or  vessels,  and  for  reKulattng  those  employed  " 
the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries ;  and,  after  »oi 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
proffress.and  obtained  leave  to  sit  asain. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comi 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  reducing  the  rates 
of  postage  on  newspapers  ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  satd  bill  under  consideta- 
tion,  and  made  an  amendmeot  thereto ;  which 
was  tvrice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houdc. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Friday,  April  27. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
regulating  processes  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
Statesj  and  providing  compensations  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witness- 
es," with  the  amendments,  was  lalcen  up,  on  its 
third  reading;  when 

Mr.MERCERmoved  to  recommit  the  bill,  in  order 
to  restoring  an  amendment  disagreed  to  in  the 
House,  which  had  passed  unanimouslyin  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  This  amendment  was,  to 
strike  out  the  clause  that  authorizes  the  creditor  to 
pursue  his  action  till  a  tender  of  the  debt  andcosts  in 
gold  or  silver  is  made.  This  motion  was  founded  on 
the  particular  circumstances  of  persons  indebted  to 
foreigners.  It  was  said  that  the  law,  with  this 
clause  in  it,  would  annihilate  the  power  of  the 
several  States  to  pass  insolvent  taws;  and,  in  con- 
seqnence,  those  imfortunate  debtors  would  be  en- 
tirely in  the  power  of  a  set  of  persons  rwho  re- 
tained the  most  rancorous  enmity  against  the  Re- 
volution, and  the  persons  most  conspicuous  in 
Iheit  exertioDa  to  brmg  about  thai  event.    It  wu 


further  said,  that  it  vests  a  power  in  a  merciless 
creditor  to  immure  ^  unfortunate  debtor  within 
the  walls  of  a  prison  for  life.  It  confounds  the 
unfortunate  witli  the  vicious  and  abandoned,  and 
extends  a  regulation  designed  originally  merely  (o 

Sroduce  a  fiul  discovery  and  delivery  of  all  the 
ebtor't  propertv,  to  a  most  unrighteous  and  un- 
reasonable punishment,  to  the  shortening-  of  life, 
add  to  the  injuring  of  society.  It  was  further  ob- 
served, that  Its  operation  would  place  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  upon  a  very  different  footing 
from  £ng)ish  debtors  who  owe  money  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  The  Treaty  of  Peace 
which  had  been  mentioned,  was  concluded  during 
.1 ;,. gf  those  laws  under  which  the  Bri- 


liptocal,  s 

tained.  It  was  also  observed,  that  if  this  law  v 
pa^sed,  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  provide  a  remedy,  as  it  would  be  an  e.r 
poet  facto  law ;  it  would  place  the  debtors  in  a 
much  worse  situation  than  they  were  in  at  the 
time  the  contracts  were  made — by  giving  these 
foreign  creditors  an  advantage  which  they  did  not 
contem^date  at  the  time  when  the  credit  was 
given. 

In  opposition  to  the  motion  fw  recommitting 
the  bill,  it  wa£  contended  that  the  creditors  alluded 
to  had  not  discovered  thai  rancorous  and  cruel 
disposition,  in  at  least  some  of  ^e  Stales,  which 
had  been  complained  of;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
had  treated  their  debtors  in  the  most  humane  ana 

Eenerous  manner.  The  provision  contemplated 
y  the  bill  is  precisely  the  same  with  that  con- 
tained in  a  law  whicn  has  twice  received  the 
sanction  of  Congress  under  the  new  Constitution, 
of  which  no  complaint  had  ever  been  made  ;  that 
to  prescribe  a  diSerent  rule,  would  excite  great 
alarms,  and  be  attended  with  embarrassments,  and 
perhnps  with  injury  to  the  debtor  as  well  as  to  the 
creditor.  To  leave  it  optional  with  the  debtor  to 
'  in  what  manner  he  will  pay  his  debts,  or  to 
iject  the  creditor  tn  the  caprice  of  the  saveral 
State  Governments  whose  laws  moy  be  founded 
on  very  opposite  principles,  will  put  it  out  of  his 
powertoget  his  debts  paid  asteeably  to  the  Treaty 
of  Peace,  and  therefore  will  be  a  virtual  infraction 
of  that  treaty.  The  fvovision,  it  was  said,  is 
"'Ticily  conformable  to  the  letter  of  the  Constitu- 
m.  Uniformity,  in  conneiioo  with  justice,  was 
principal  object  contemplated  by  the  Constitu- 
in.  This  WOE  considered  as  one  of  its  chief  ex- 
cellencies ;  but,  to  say  that  foreign  creditors  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  Legislative  provisions  of  the 
several  States,  which  are  known  to  clash,  some  of 
which  have  made  paper  a  tender,  others  of  which 
have  depreciated  paper  in  circulation, isjto  defeat 
every  just  expectation  founded  on  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  and  the  Constitution.  It  was  urged  that 
this  clause  ought  to  be  retained  on  every  princi- 
ple of  uniformitv  as  a  general  provision.  Nor 
could  it  be  c(Hisiaered  as  an  e:r  po^  ^acto  law, 
since  every  contract  would  remain  as  it  was,  and 
always  be  determined  according  to  its  own  prin- 
ciples; except  by  mutual  consent,  this  genera^pro- 
vision  should  be  resorted  to. 
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The  quetiion  was  then  taken  on  recommilting 
the  billj  and  it  was  ordered  to.be  recommitted  lo  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly  again  resolved  itselfinto 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  said  bill; 
ind,  after  some  ttrae  spent  therein,  (he  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  agsin  had  the 
said  biil  under  consideration,  and  made  a  farther 
amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  said  bill,  together  with  the  amendments 
thereto,  was  again  read;  and  on  the  question  that 
the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirma- 

An  engrossed  bill  authoTizing  a  grant  and  con- 
veyance of  certain  lands  to  John  Cleves  Symmes 
and  his  associates  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  reducing  the  rates  of  post- 
age on  newspapers, — ■*  '^"  •'•■-'  *=■-■"  ""■* 


s  read  the  third  t 


and 


Mr.  Bbnson,  from  the 
presented  a  bill  to  confirm  an  award 

D  the  United  States  and  certain  contractors 


e  appointed, 
\  at  referees 

n  contractors 

for  furnishing  supplies  of  provision  to  the  Army, 
during  the  lale  war ;  which  was  received  and  read 
twice  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  Militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions."  They  also  recede  from  their 
amenaments,  disagreed  to  oy  this  House,  and  in- 
sisted on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national 
defence,byestablishmgan  uniform  Militia  through- 
out the  United  States."  And  they  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  raising-  a  farther  sum 
of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  with  seve- 
ral amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  ibis  House. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMOKS,  from  the  committee  appointed, 

S resented  a  bill  concerning  the  duties  on  spirits 
istilled  within  the  Unitea  States ;  which  was  re- 
ceived, read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "for 
raising  a  farther  sum  of  money  for  the  protection 
of  the  Frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned;"  and  the  same  being  read,  wereamend- 
ed  and  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  hill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 
for  debt  f  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  thai  theCoromittee  had  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  noamend- 
ment  thereto. 

The  several  orders  of  the  day  were  further  post- 
poned until " 


SATOanAY,  April  28. 

Mr.  Ame8,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wi 
referred  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tre; 


sury  on  the  subject  of  Marine  Hospitals^  made  a 
-?port ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  concerning  the  duties 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  Slates ;  and, 
afler  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  this  House  to  their  amendments  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  raising  a  farther  sura  of  money 
for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned."  They  have  also 
resolved  that  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  reducing 
the  rites  of  postage  on  newspapers"  do  not  pass 
to  a  second  reading. 

Monday,  April  30. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
his  reports  on  two  petitions  of  Richard  Blackledge; 
also,  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Henderson  and 
Alexander  Contee  Hanson ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  relative  to  the  eom- 

fensatioDs  to  certain  oiEccrs  employed  in  the  col- 
■ction  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage  ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  hUL  together  with  the 
amendments,  do  lie  on  the  table, 

DUTIES  ON  SPIRire. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Saturday  last,  to  the  bill  concerning  the 
duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States) 
and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to. 
and  others  disagreed  to. 

Mr,  Steele  moved  to  strike  out  ei^ht  cents  and 
insert  six,  upon  the  first  class  of  spirits  distilled 
from  fruit  or  ^rain  within  the  United  States.  This 
motion,  be  said,  had  failed  in  Committee,  but  upon 
reflection  the  House  might  probably  express  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  and  with  that  hope  he  was  induced 
to  renew  the  motion.  When  a  proposition  has  for 
its  basis  justice  as  well  as  policy,  it  cannot  lose 
advocates  by  consideration,  and  several  days 
having  elapsed  since  the  former  discussion,  a  well 
grounded  assurance  is  entertained  that  the  present 
attempt  will  not  be  wholly  unsuccessful.  The 
object  of  the  Excise  law  originally  was  supposed 
to  be  revenue.  The  objects  of  the  present  bill  is 
to  remove  objections,  and,  if  possible,  render  that 
modeoftaxaiionmore  palatable  to  thecommunity. 
If.therefore  it  can  be  proved  that  neither  of  these 
desired  ends  can  be  attained  without  reducing  the 
dutyj^ommon  sense  suggests  the  propriety  of  doing 
it.  The  manner  in  which  this  law  Is  now  exe- 
cuted has  disgracefuUy  committed  the  dignity  of 
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the  Oeneial  Qoveroment,  and  a  sense  of  oaiioDal 
hoBOT  requires  tbat  one  of  iwo  Ibiog^s  should  be 
done ;  either  llial  the  law  be  lotatly  repealed,  or 


of  Ine  GoTernment,  it  camioi  be  productive  with- 
out reducing  the  rate  simpliffin^  its  operations, 
and,  in  many  respects,  rendering  it  less  exeeption- 
able  to  the  people.  It  has  been  enacted  now  near 
twelve  months  and  in  that  time  it  cannot  be  said 
to  have  been  well  executed  in  all,  or  productive 
in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  degree 
which  was  originally  expected. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  proposed,  in 
his  report,  that  io  certain  instances  the  proprietors 
of  stills  should  be  allowed  to  discharge  the  amount 
of  their  respective  duties  in  the  produce  of  the 
distilleries.  This,  sir,  will  be  an  accommodation 
lo  the  distillers,  but  wHUe  it  answers  this  benefi- 
dal  purpose  to  them,  it  operates  as  a  stTong  argu- 
meat  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  duties.  If  rea- 
sonably reduced,  an  indulgence  so  unfavorably  to 
the  public  would  not  be  demanded  or  expected. 
The  piesent  motion  is  made  under  a  conviction 
(resulting  from  a  considerable  knowledge  of  the 
nature  of  grain  distilleries,  and  of  the  circum- 
staoces  of  the  country  where  they  are  most  in 
use)  that  the  Treasury  will  receive  more  money 
from  a  duty  of  six  than  nine  cents  upon  the  gallcn. 
Mr.  Steele  then  begged  the  Mouse  to  recollect 
that  this  is  the  fint  attempt  16  introduce  a  system 
of  excise  into  the  United  Sutes ;  that  it  is  too  the 
first  attempt  to  tax  any  article  of  American 
growth  o:  manufacture;  that  the  law  requires  a 
surrender  of  at  least  one-fourth  part  of  the  value 
of  the  thing  excised,  and  that  not  only  the  justice 
of  the  measure  is  denied,  but  its  policy  is  doubted. 
The  necessities  of  the  Oovemment  are  so  ' 
wxjven  at  this  time  with  its  policy,  that  it 
easy  for  this  or  any  other  measure  relating  to  re- 
venue, to  undereo  the  proper  consideration,  or  to 
be  decided  simply  upon  its  merits.  The  apposi- 
tion to  this  law  has  not  proceeded  from  a  restless 
and  disorderly  spirit  among  the  people,  but  from 
an  aversion  which  freemen  in  all  count 
had,  and  perhaps  ever  will  have  lo  this  mode  of 
taxation.  And  let  ingenious  theorists  refine  as 
they  please  upcm  the  nature  of  indirect  taxes,  it 
must  always  b«  admitted  that  excises  retrench  the 
liberty  of  the  citizens  on  whom  they  operate,  and 
that  they  are  subject  to  solid,  as  well  as  plausible 
objections.  It  has  already  been  the  subject  of 
mlich  complaint  in  many  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
will  be  productive  of  senous  consequencee  if  these 
complaints  be  not  redressed  by  the  Legislature 
the  present  sessim.  Among  the  causes  of  disss 
faction  are  the  following  l  IsL  Excise  laws 
novel  in  the  United  States,  and  odious  in  their 
nature;  2d.  Articles  of  American  manufacture  are 
not  proper  objects  of  taxation,  and  if  they  were, 
the  rate  of  duty  in  this  instance  is  too  high;  3d. 
The  proportion  which  was  established  between 
the  rale  of  duties  on  molasses,  rum,  and  spirits  dis- 
tilled from  fruit  and  grain,  tends  to  the  encouia^ 
ment  of  the  fcomer,  at  the  expense  and  depression 
of  the  latter;  4th.  Because  it  operates,  and  is  in 
fact,  a  lax  upon  this  occupation  and  agriculttire, 
ad  Con. — 20 


they  stand  connected  in  one  part  of  the  Union, 
while  manufactures  in  other  parts  are  not  only 
rewarded  by  high  protecting  duties,  but  in  some 
instances  even  by  specified  bounties. 

The  agricultural  interest  has  experienced  ihe 
ifarorable  influence  of  this  law  lisewise,  and  it 
_>erates  most  oppressively  too  upon  that  class  of 
farmers  whose  estates  are  situated  in  the  interior 
country,  and  whose  interests  have  thns  far  passed 
almost  unnoticed,  in  the  policy  of  the  Qeneral 
QoTcmment.  Tnat  class  of  citizens,  though  they 
have  not  been  most  solicitous,  are  nevertheless 
insensible  of  their  burdens,  and  the  neglect 
with  which  their  interest  has  been  treated. 

The  value  of  our  lands  has  been  stationary  for 

ime  lime ;  its  produce  not  in  demand,  and  where 

is,  at  depreciated  prices;  and  notwithstanding 

lis,  taxes  are  imposed,  evidently  calculated  in 
their  operation  to  render  agriculture  tributary  to 
the  more  favored  branches  of  business. 

No  argiiment  can  be  advanced  that  will  justify 
the  imposition  of  burdens  upon  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil,  for  the  aggrandizement  of  manufactures, 

the  emolument  of  those  concerned  in  them. 

Mr.  Steblb  then  said,  he  would  put  a  case, 
which  is  a  familiar  one  in  the  State  wnich  he  re- 
presents, and  might  be  so  in  others.  If  a  farmer 
IS  possessed  of  a  given  quantity  of  rye  for  sale, 
money^  cannot  be  obtained  for  it  at  any  price — he 
sends  it  to  a  distillery,  where  one-half  is  given  in 
the  first  instance  for  manufacturing  the  Other. 
The  duty  is  then  to  be  paid  out  of  the  farmer's 
pari,  which  reduces  the  balance  to  less  than  one- 
tiiird  of  Ihe  orii^inal  quantity.  If  this  is  not  an 
oppressive  tax,  f  am  at  a  loss  to  describe  what  is 
so ;  and  if  a  proposition  had  been  made  to  lay  a 
similar  tax  upon  American  porter,  nails,  paper, 
shoes,  or  any  other  article  of  this  kind,  we  should 
not  shortly  have  heard  the  last  of  it.  And  here 
let  me  ask,  what  is  in  the  nature  of  these  manufac- 
tories which  entitles  them  to  such  priorities  and 
preferences'?  It  may  &irly  be  answered,  that  they 
are  nearer  to  perfection,  that  they  are  aided  by  more 
capital,  that  they  are  therefore  better  able  to  bear 
taxation,  and  that  the  advantages  which  they  now 
enjoy  have  been  derived  from  the  Kenerosity  of 
members  representing  the  agricultural  parts  oi  Ihe 
country.  It  is  most  sincerely  to  be  wished  that  the 
manufacturing  States  would  fix  some  bounds  lo 
their  expectations,  and  that  they  will  not  continue 
to  insist  upon  unreasonable  sacrifices  from  those 
who  are  engaged  in  different  pursuits,  and  little 
able  10  make  them. 

The  tendency  of  this  law  has  been,  and,  if  not 
differently  modified,  will  continue  to  be,  to  build 
up  the  rum  distilleries  upon  the  ruins  oFthoseem- 
ployed  by  farmers  for  domestic  uses.  These  are 
not  suggested  to  be  the  motives  which  actiiaied 
any  part  of  the  majority  in  passing  thislaw  ori^- 
■lly,or  which  now  influence  the  zealous  opposition 
to  the  present  motion  ;  but  as  the  reduction  of  the 
tax  is  objected  to  principally  by  gentlemen,  who 
on  other  occasions  have  been  anxious  to  afford 
Legislative  a  id  to  American  manuiaetures,it  is  not 
nncharitable  lo  say  that  their  singular  conduct 
now  might  justify  such  an  imputation. 
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ihe  propOEcd  reduction  will  induttitably  prevail. 

Mr.  Steele  then  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  system  of  Federal  taxation  in  general, 
and  instanced  several  duties  which  operate  un- 
favorably to  the  landed  interest,  in  the  Southern 
parts  of  the  Union.  Particularly  the  high  duty 
on  salt,  nails,  shoes,  and  other  essential  articles  in 
husbandry,  with  which  the  people  of  those  States 
are  almost  whoUj;  supplied  from  foreign  markets. 
The  enhanced  price  of  salt  and  nails  are  seriously 
complained  of  in  those  Stales,  because  the  one  is 
essential  to  the  improvement  of  their  large  stocks 
of  cattle ;  and  the  article  of  nails  is  in  very  exlea- 
sive  use  because  the  country  is  improving  in  build- 
ings, and  yet  to  be  improved.  The  tai  upon  these 
articles  cannot  be  felt  tn  an  equal  degree  in  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States  for  very  obvious 

It  has  been  frequently  asserted  in  the  course  of 
this  debate^  that  distilleries  in  the  Eastern  States 
have  flourished  and  are  growing  up  under  the 
operation  of  this  law,  which,  if  true,  is  an  unan- 
swerable argument  io  proof  of  its  ioequality.  In 
the  Southern  States  they  are  cramped,  in  many 
instances  annihilated;  and  the  Secretary,  sensible 
of  this,  has,  in  his  report,  proposed  a  temporary 
expedient  of  allowing  the  distjUers  the  privilege 
of  dLscharginff  the  duties  on  the  spirits  distilled  at 
certain  stipulated  prices.  This  is  plainly  admit- 
ting the  truth  of  an  assertion  which  has  often  been 
repealed,  that  the  law,  in  its  operation,  would  be 
found  unequal  and  oppressive. 

In  order  to  rote  tmderstandingly  on  the  present 
question,  we  ought  to  have  been  furnished  from 
the  Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  the  net  amount 
of  revenue  accruing  from  molasses  distillation,  af- 
ter deducting  the  drawbacks  upon  the  molasses 
distilled  and  the  rum  exported.  This,  compared 
with  the  amount  accruing  from  the  dislillalmn  of 
American  produce,  on  which  a  drawback  is  sel- 
dom demanded,  would  be  placing  the  subject  in  a 
proper  point  of  view  for  a  satisfactory  decision. 
The  statement  should  now  be  called  for^  if  the 
late  hour  of  the  session  did  not  render  it  imprac- 
ticable. A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Ames,]  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  has  stated 
that  the  existing  proportion  is  sufficiently  favor- 
able to  the  distilleries  employed  in  grain  and  fruit. 
For  that  the  American-made  rum  now  pays,  in- 
cluding the  duly  on  molasses,  thirteen  cents  per 
^llon,  while  its  rival  liquor,  of  common  quality, 
IS  only  subiect  to  nine  cents,  This  is  true,  as  it 
relates  to  the  consumers  within  the  United  States, 
and  if  none  was  exported,  might  be  less  excep- 
tionable; but  how  does  it  operate  upon  the  Ame- 
rican distillers'?  One  in  Massachusetts  makes  a 
certain  quantity  of  rum  for  exportation;  it  is  ex- 
ported, and  of  course  pays  no  duty ;  while  another, 
m  North  Carolina,  makes  an  equal  quantity  of 
spirits,  from  fruit  and  grain,  wholly  for  home  con- 
sumption,and  standschargeable  for  the  full  amount 
of  the  duties.  But  admitting  them  both  to  be  ar- 
ticles of  American  manufacture,  and  alike  enti- 
tled to  Legislative  protection;  is  there  any  color 
of  justice  in  taxing  rum,  which,  by  the  estimation 


of  the  gentlemen  themselves,  is  worth  in  the  mar- 
ket at  least  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  gallon,  ODly 
ten  ceuiSj  when  you  propose  to  tax  spirits  made 
from  grain^  whicn  is  worth  in  the  market  but  half 
as  much,  eight  centsi  The  inequality  is  so  glaring 
that  if  the  motion  is  decided  on  principle  it  must 
succeed;  and  if  it  does,  there  is  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  people  will  be  disposed  to  give  the 
law  a  fair  experiment,  even  in  places  where  il 
has  been  hitherto  least  palatable. 

This,  sir,  may  not  improperly  be  termed  a  strug- 
gle between  two  classes  of  citizens  whose  interests 
are,  and  will  be  for  some  years,  dissimilar — the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  parts  of  the  Uni- 
t^  States.  It  is  not  tbe  first  conflict  of  the  kiod, 
and  may  not,  perhaps,  be  the  last;  and,  if  we  may 
judge  from  experience,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to 
predict  how  it  will  terminate. 

However,  while  facts  and  principles  are  in  favor 
of  the  motion,  we  shall  be  justified  in  contending 
for  what  we  have  not  heretofore  had,  "constitu- 
tional equality,  and  impartial  legislation." 

It  may  once  for  all  be  remarked,  without  ex- 


.ve  any  mi 

irity  of  my 


constituents  hold  l 


that  a  great  majoril , 

detestation  the  name  a 

Excise  law;  and  that  they  would  have  been  among 

the  first  to  remonstrate,  if  they  had  not  been  fully 

sensible  that  their  Representatives  would  speak 

their  sentiments  and  describe  their  feelings  wnen- 

ever  a  proper  occasion  should  occur. 

This  b  deemed  to  be  that  proper  occasion ;  these 
■re  their  sentiments,  delivered  in  the  language  of 
sincerity;  and  if  they  are  disregarded,  the  mem- 
bers from  that  State  have  discharged  their  duty, 
and  will  not  be  answerable  for  the  consequences. 

But  it  has  been  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Peon- 
sylvauia,  [Mr.  FitzsimohsJ]  that  if  the  duty  be 
reduced  to  six  cents,  agreeably  to  my  motion,  il 
will  not  be  worth  collecting.  To  this  it  may  be 
plainly  answered,  that  if  the  duty  be  not  reduced. 
It  cannot,  nor  will  not,  be  collected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  for  filling  up  the  blank  for  the 
amount  of  duty  "  on  every  gallon  of  spirits  of  the 
first  class  of  proof,  distilled  within  the  United 
States  from  materials  of  the  growth  or  produce  of 
the  UnitedStates,"with  "eight  cents,"andit passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  26,  nays  27,  as  follows  r 

Yen.— Fisher  Amc»,  Robert  Barnwell,  Eglwrt  Ben- 
son,  EUbs  Boudinat,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Benjunin 
Boumo,  Abraham  Clark,  Thomu  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge 
Getty,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James 
Gordon,  James  Hillbouae.  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Lau- 
rance,  Amftni  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Jeremiab 
Smith,  WiUiam  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathui  fitur- 
gea,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Trod- 
well,  Jeremiah  Wodewor^,  and  Arteinaa  Ward. 

N>.Ts.— John  Bsptiat  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  William  Pindley,  Andrew  Gregg,  Wm.  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heiater,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacoba. 
Philip  Key,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  lame* 
Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Na- 
thaniel Nile*,  John  Page,  Joeiafa  Parker,  Joshua  Seney, 
Upton  Kieridine,  Isrtal  Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas 
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Hagh  WiUiamson,  tnd  Pnmcu  Willu. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  blank  be  filled  up  with 
the  words  "seven  cents." 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Tarther  consideration  of  the 
said  bill  be  postponed      ''  ' 


Tuesday,  May  1. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  yesterday  to  the  bill  relative  to  the  oom- 

Knsaiions  to  certain  officers  employed  in  the  col- 
ition  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage ;  and, 
the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to ;  and  then 
the  said  bill,  being  further  amended,  was,  together 
with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  lime  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
remission  of  certain  duties ;  and,  after  some  time 

gient  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
_  Drnmittee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-day. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

Reiolved,  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses 
be  directed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  request  that  he  would  recoromend  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  a  day  of  public 
humiliation  and  prayer  to  be  observed,  by  suppli- 
cating Almighty  God  for  the  safety,  peace,  and 
■welfare  of  these  States, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  BoontNOT,  Mr.  Page,  and 
Mr.  Sylvesteb,  be  appointed  of  the  said  joint 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt ;"  and,  the  same  being 
amended,  was,  together  with  the  amendments, 
ordered  to  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

The  said  bill,  with  the  apiendments,  was  ac- 
cordingly read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  (he  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  concemiog  the  duties  on  spirits 
distilled  within  the  UnitedStates;  and,  the  same 
being  further  amended,  was,  together  with  the 
said  amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  (bird  time  to-monow. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  remission  of 
certain  duties  was  read  the  third  time  and  pa: 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  confirm  an  award 
of  referees  between  the  United  States  and  certain 
contractors  for  furnishing  supplies  of  provisions 
to  the  Army  during  the  late  war ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  an  amendment  thereto; 
which  was  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendment,  !)e  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 


to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  petiuons  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans  of  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode 
Island ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  reported  progress,  and  had  lenve  to  sit 

Wednebdav,  May  2. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  duties  on 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  Slates  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee. 
jointly,  with  such  committee  as  this  House  shall 
appoint,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed  recess  of 

An  engrossed  bill  to  confirm  an  award  of  re- 
ferees between  the  United  States  and  certain  con- 
tractors for  furnishing  supplies  of  provisions  to  the 
Army  during  the  late  war  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do 
pass,  it  passed  in  the  negatiTe — yeas  25,  nays  27, 
as  follows : 

YiAB.— Fidier  Amix,  Robert  Bankwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
80D,  Sheaijuhnb  Boorne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Thomu 
FitzBimaiu,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Junei 
Hillhoiue,  John  Launnce,  Amaia  Learned,  Samuel 
Livermore,  John  Page,  Comeliua  C.  Schoonmalier, 
JereouAh  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Samuel 
Bterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  George 
Thatcher,  Thomu  Tudor  Tucker.  John  Vining,  Jere- 
miah  Wadaworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

NiTB. — John  Bapljat  Aaha,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  B. 
Giles,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Bury 
Grove,  Daniel  Heiatei,  Phihp  Key,  Aaron  KltcheU, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Angnstus  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  Josiah  Paiker, 
Joshua  Senej,  Upton  Sheridine,  John  Steele,  Thomas 
Surapler,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White,  and 
Hugh  Williamson. 

And  so  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  "  bill  supplementary  to 
theactm^ngprovisionfor  the  Debt  of  the  United 
States;"  and,  after  some  spent  thetein,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  and  progress. 

A  messagefrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  grant  and  conveyance  of  cer- 
tain lands  to  John  Cleres  Symmes  and  his  asso- 
ciates," with  several  amendments,  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  They  also 
agree  to  someanddisagree  to  others  of  the  amend- 

lents  proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  which 

iginated  in  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt;"  and 
they  agree  to  some  and  disagree  to  others  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House  to  the 
bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate  entitled  "An 
act  rcgulatingprocessesintheCourts  of  the  United 
States,  and  providing  compensations  for  the  offi- 

s  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  wit- 
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r,  May  3. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
"  An  act  authorizing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of 
certain  land  to  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  his  asso- 
ciates ;  and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt :"  Whereupon, 

Resotvedj  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
the  said  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  to  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses ;"  Where- 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  their  first 
amendment  to  the  second  section. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  third  amendment  to  the  third  section ;  abo, 
from  the  second  sectioD  proposed  to  be  added  to 
the  end  of  the  bill. 

Betolved,  That  this  Hotise  doth  insist  on  their 
second  amendment  to  the  second  section ;  on  their 
foitrth  amendment  to  the  third  section ;  on  their 
second  amendment  Eo  the  fourth  section;  also, 
the  fourth  and  fifUi  sections  proposed  to  be  added 
to  the  end  of  the  bill. 

Resolved,  That  a  conference  be  desired  with 
the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments insisted  on;  and  that  Mr.  Ma.dibon,  Mr. 
lutTRARCE,  and  Mr.  Clark,  be  appointed  managers 
at  the  said  conference  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

On  the  question  that  the  Hougc  doth  recede 
from  their  second  amendment  to  the  second  sec- 
tion, for  striking  out  the  words  "and  be  at  liberty 
to  pursue  the  same,  until  a  tender  of  the  debt  and 
costs  in  gold  and  silver  be  made,"  if  passed  in  the 
negative — yeas  18,  nays  38,  as  follows: 

YiAs. — Fiihei  Aniea,  Egbert  Benson,  Eliu  Boudi' 
not,  Sheuiashub  Bonme,  lliomu  FiOainionji,  Elbiidge 
Crerry,  NiohoUa  Gilman,  Benjunia  Goodhne,  James 
HilUiauae,  Amau  Learned,  Williun  Vans  Mnnray, 
Jerenmh  Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Peter 
Syhester,  George  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and 
Artemas  Ward. 

NxTs. — John  BaptiM  Ashe,  Abisham  Batdnin,  Ro- 
bert Bsmwetl,  Benjamin  Bourne,  John  Brown,  Abra- 
ham Clait,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  B.  Oiies,  James 
Oordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Bawuel  Griftin,  William  Barry 
Orove,  Daniel  HeiBter,  Daniel  Huger.  Israel  Jacobs, 
Pluhp  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Lanrance,  Baraoal 
Lirermore,  Nathaniel  Macon.  James  Madiwin,  Andrew 
Moore,  Frederick  Angustng  Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  John  Page,  Josiab  Parher,  Camelius  C.  Hchoon- 
maker,  Joshua  Senej,  Upton  Bheiidine,  Israel  Smith, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Btuiges,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham 
Venabte,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  Willismaon. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  resolved  that  the  bill  sent 


from  this  House  entitled  "  An  act  to  antharize  the 
ssion  of  certain  duties"  do  not  pass  to  the 
third  reading. 
The  House  a^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
e  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  suwl^meatary 
the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the 
United  States;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  a^ia. 

A  message  from  llie  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference  proposed 
by  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  thd  two  Houses  to  the 
bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for 
regulating  processes  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  providing  compensations  to  the  officers 
of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses," 
and  hare  appointed  managers  at  the  said  confe- 
rence on  their  part.  The  Senate  have  also  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  (he 
act  therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  further  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  invalids ;" 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  tlus 
House. 


FniDAr,  May  4. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  '■  An  act 
to  continue  in  force  the  act  therein  mentioned, 
and  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  pensions 
to  invalids,"  was  read  three  times  and  passed- 

Mr.  WiLLtAMSoit,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  river 
and  bay  fisheries;  which  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  repwl  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  Brown  Cutting:  WhereupoUj 

Resolved,  That,  in  consideration  of  certain  ex- 

fenditures  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  made 
y  John  Brown  Cutting, in  the  year  one'thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety,  there  be  advanced  and 
paid  to  the  said  John  Brown  Cutting  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money  not  other- 
wise appropriated ;  and  that  the  Secretary  ofSlate 
be  auinorized  to  inquire  into  the  entire  claim  of 


the  said  John  Brown  Cutti 


'^!^'! 


t  the  United 


Stales;  and,  upon  receipt  of  the  proo&  and  ex- 
hibits in  support  thereof,  to  ascertain  what  sum 
shall  thereuiron  appear  to  be  due  to  or  from  him, 
in  account  with  the  United  States,  including  the 
advance  hereby  directed,  and  to  report  the  same 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  Thatabill  or  bills  be  brought  inpur- 
suant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Fitz- 
81M0WB,  Mr.  Ladraitce,  and  Mr.  Ooodrce,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  settling  the  de- 
mands of  Anthony  Walton  White  against  the 
United  States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  tc 
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Mr.  FiTzaiMOHS,  fcora  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, preseoted  a,  bill  concemiog  the  claim  of  JohiL 
Blown  Cutting  hmosI  the  United  Slates;  which 
vne  received,  aaaread  twice  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
petition  of  Richard  Heuly  Courts;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Jtaolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  twenty- 
fourth  ultimo  authorizine  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  R^presenta- 
lives  to  close  the  present  session  by  Etdjouming 
their  respective  Houses  on  the  5A  of  May  be  re- 
pealed ;  and  that  inBteed  thereof^  they  be  autho- 
rized to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  Thurs- 
day, the  loth  of  May  initant,  to  meet  again  oi 
siwb  day  as  shall  by  law  be  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whoh 
HoDse  be  disoltarged  from  iiirther  proceeding  oi 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  petitions  of  the  Commissionera  of  Loans  of 
New  Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island ;  and  that  Mr, 
BoDRNE,  Id  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Ohiptin,  and  Mr. 
Abbe,  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  biU 
or  bills  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  hire  of 
clerks,  aod  for  statioaery  in  the  offices  of  the  seve- 
ral Commiasioners  of  Loans. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  makinv  provimon  for  the  Debt 
of  the  United  States ;  ana,  aAer  tome  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  thai  the  Commit- 
tee had  again  had  the  satd  bill  under  comddera- 
tioH,  Had  made  several  aioendments  thereto 
which  were  severally  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  thi 
said  bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  IhII  entitled  "  An 
act  coDCeroiiig  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States,"  with  several  amendments  '  ~ 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Hoi 
They  also  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
this  House  to  the  hill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled 
"  Au  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  therein  men- 
timed,  and  to  make  further  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions  to  invalids."  The  Senate  have 
also  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  relative  to 
the  compensations  to  the  officers  employed  in  the 
collecticai  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage," 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.    They  have  also 

ried  to  the  resolution  of  this  House  respecting 
adjoununent  of  the  two  Houses  of  CoDrress, 
with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  also  desire 
the  conettrrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  resolution  last 
mentioned ;  and,  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed 
to,  as  follows:  Strike  out  "Thursday,  the  10th 
instant,"  and  insert  "  Tuesday,  the  8th  mstant." 

Saturday,  May  5. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 


report 


An  act  concerning  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
ithin  the  United  States;"  and  the  same  being 
fice  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ents  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
An  act  relative  to  the  compensalioHS  lo  the  offi- 
irs  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  on 
imposts  and  tonnage;  and  the  same  being  twice 
read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  conference 
with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill  whicii  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  regulating  processes  in  the  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensations 
for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  u>r  jorors, 
and  witnesses ;"  reported  that  the  managers  had 
met  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  conference  chamber,  and  fully  discussed  the 
subject  referred  to  them,  and  had  agreed  that  it 
would  be  proper,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  re- 
cede from  the  fourth  .amendment  to  the  third  sec- 
tion, as  also  from  the  second  amendment  to  the 
fourth  section;  but  that,  on  the  subject-matter  of 
aU  the  other  amendments,  the  managers  of  the 
two  Houses  had  not  come  to  any  agreement.  Or- 
dered, That  the  consideration  of  the  said  r< 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  settling  the  demands  of 
Anthony  Walton  White  against  the  United  States 
was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the  question  that 
the  same  do  pass — it  was  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  30,  nays  23,  as  follows; 

Ysie.— Abrahun  Bsldnin,  Robert  Bimwell,  Egbert 
Bcnun,  Elwa  Bondinot,  Benjainin  Bourne,  Abraham 
Ck^  Jonathan  DayMn,  ThomaB  FitzaJmonB,  Nichobu 
Gilman,  Junes  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Sunuet  GrifGn, 
Daniel  Hnger,  Aaron  Kitoh^,  John  Laonuice,  Richard 
Bland  Lm,  Samuel  Lirennore,  Frederick  Aogustns 
Muhlenberg,  Williua  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Joaiah 
Parkei,  Joehua  Seaty,  William  Smith,  Samael  Stenett, 
Jonathan  Sluigea,  Peter  Bylveatei,  Thomaa  Tudor 
Tucker,  John  Vining,  Aitefnaa  Ward,   and  Francu 

Willis. 

PIm.r-FiBber  Ames,  John  Bqttist  Adie,  SheartaabiA 
Bourne,  Elbridge  Geny,  William  B.  Gilei,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  William  Barry  Giove,  Daniel  Heister,  Jamea 
Bilthoune.  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Kej,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
NathBDiel  Nilea,  Cornelius  C.  Schoanmakei,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas  Snmpter, 
George  Thstcher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abiabam  Vena- 
ble,  Alexander  White,  andHugh  Williamson. 
THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,  was  fur- 
ther discussed. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  further  to 
amend  the  said  bill  by  inserting,  after  the  third 
section,  the  following  clause,  to  wtt: 

"  Ana  be  it  furlhtx  eaacUii,  That  a  bithei  loan, 
to  the  amount  of dollars,  be  ptopoaed,  and  sub- 
scriptions thereto  be  recei<ed,  at  the  same  limes  and 
places,  and  by  the  same  persona,  as  hereinbelbre  men- 
tioned, and  that  the  sums  which  shall  be  subscnbed  to 
the  said  loan,  shall  be  payable  in  the  debts  of  the  States 
hereinafter  mentioned,  and  in  the  proportions  following:'' 
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Mr.  Gerkt  observed,  that  wheo  this  question 
-was  last  under  conGideration,  he  had  followed  gen- 
tlemen who  were  opposed  to  it  in  their  argumeaiK 
through  the  extensive  field  of  the  constitutionality, 
policy,  and  equity  of  the  measure,  and  chat  he  now 
should  confine  himself  Co  the  statement  of  some 
facts  and  a  few  obseivations  thereon. 

It  appears  by  official  reports,  chat  the  una 
debts  of  the  several  States,  are  as  follows ; 


Of  New  Hampshire 

$42,501 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

349,259 

313,766 

New  York     - 

25,878 

New  Jersey    - 

7,351 

South  Carolina 

1,965,756 

Oeofgia 

400,000 

For  Pennsylvania 
Delaware 
Maryland 
Norui  Carolina 

Tocal 


»1,024,898 
146,694 
70,774 
20,452 


From  this  stacemeni  it  is  manifest,  that  whilst 
several  of  the  States  are  exonerated  of  the  debts 
contracted  for  the  support  of  the  war,  and  others 
havebutasmallpioporlioD  ofthemuna£sumed,ihe 
States  of  South  Carolina  and  Massachusetts  are 
pressed  wiih  a  heavy  debt  of  nearly  two  millions 
of  dollars  each.  This  is  a  grievance  that  requires 
immediate  redrew:!,  and  should  Congress  rise  with- 
out providing  it,  thev  would  forfeit  that  confidence 
in  their  generosity,  nonor,  and  justice,  which  had 
been  ever  enterlamed  by  thecitizens  of  Massachu- 
setts. No  gentleman  could  deny,  that  the  exer- 
tions of  that  State  tn  support  of  the  Independence 
of  the  United  States,  had  equalled  those  of  any 
other  State  in  the  Union ;  the  documents  would 

Erove  that  Massachusetts  had  not  been  exceeded 
y  any  of  her  sister  States  in  the  amount  of  her  ad- 
vances, or  in  the  economy  of  her  expenditures;  and 
her  exertions  to  sink  the  debc,  which  commenced 
with  the  debt  iiself,  were  finally  so  great  as  to 
have  produced  convulsions  in  the  State. 

The  unassumed  debt  of  that  State,  from  the 
best  information  which  he  could  obtain,  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  substantial  yeomanry  thereof, 
who,  having  never  speculated  in  the  funds,  were 
original  holders.  Most  of  these,  either  by  art,  or 
bjr  accident,  had  been  misinformed  relative  to  the 
time  for  receiving  subscriptions  to  the  loan,  and 
had  thus  been  prevented  from  having  a  part  of 
their  debts  assumed.  It  will  be,  therefore,  pecu- 
liarly hard,  whilst  Congress  are  calling  on  this 
class  of  citizens  for  their  proportion  of  contribu- 
tions to  pay  the  debts  due  to  others,  that  no  provi- 
sion is  made  for  the  payment  of  their  just  demand ; 
aQd  the  case  is  aggravated,  when  it  is  considered 


that  their  contributions  are  not  confined  to  real, 
extended  to  fictitious  debts,  and  that  whilst 
they  are  unjustly  required  to  pay  interest  on  the 
latter,  their  just  claims  are  rejected  for  interest  on 
the  former.  It  is  still  more  grievous,  when  it  is 
considered  chat  whilst  Government  refuse  to  reim- 
burse the  sums  advanced  by  Massachusetts  for  the 
defence  of  her  sister  Stales,  ten  or  fifteen  years 
past,  she  is  called  on  for  large  sums  to  defend  their 
frontiers  against  ravage  incursions.  What  must 
be  the  feelings  of  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts, 
when  they  are  informed,  that  Pennsylvania,  whose 
frontiers  are  now  invaded,  and  who  is  receiriiig 
the  interest  of  an  imaginary  debt  of  about  a  million 
of  dollars,  b  calling  on  them  for  supplies  to  carry 
in  Che  war,  and  at  the  same  time  refuses  to  dis- 
jharge  their  advances  for  her  defence,  during  the 
late  war?  Indeed,  some  of  the  members  of  this 
State  hare  been  always  liberal  on  the  question  of 
assumption,  and  have  uniformly  supported  it,  but 
others  nave  opposed  itj  and  the  votes  of  the  former 
have  been  rendered  mefiectual  by  those  of  the 
latter.  Under  such  circumstances,  would  not  the 
members  of  South  Carolina  and  Massachiuelts 
have  been  justified  in  refusing  aids  for  support  of 
the  Indian  war,  and  in  defeating  this  measure,  by 
ioininginthe  opposition  toil  ?  Would  they  not  have 
been  warranted  in  thus  compelling  Pennsylvania 
Co  have  defended  herself  by  her  own  resources. 
and  to  have  exhibited  her  claims  for  supporting 
this  war,  to  be  adjusted  with  chose  of  other  States 
for  supporting  the  Revolution  1  True  it  is,  that 
in  such  an  event,  many  of  the  innocent  citizens  of 
the  Western  frontiers  would  have  fallen  a  sacrifice, 
and  some  of  their  own  Representatives  would  have 
been  chargeable  for  the  consequence;  but  so  far 
were  the  members  of  South  Carolina,  Masxachu- 
sRtis,  and  other  creditor  States,  from  adopting  such 
■'    ■  -'       '  '        ■-'  -"■ for 


policy,  t) 
defend  in 


h"ome  in  disgrace  to  their  constituents,  for 
having  spent  a  great  part  of  the  session  in  pursu- 
ing measures  to  promote  the  welfare  of  those 
States,  who  have  had  no  disposition  to  do  justice 
to  the  creditor  States.  Could  he  have  foreseen 
such  an  event,  he  would  not  have  taken  his  seat  in 
the  House  this  session  ;  but  he  still  hoped,  as  it 
was  well  known  and  ascertained  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  Massachusetts  would  have  a  claim  against  the 
United  States,  far  exceeding  ihe  sum  proposed  to 
be  assumed  for  her,  that  the  House  would  consider 
the  subject  in  a  candid  manner ;  that  the  members 
would  divest  themselves  of  local  considerations, 
and  chat  they  would  adopt  measures  consistent 
with  liberality  and  justice.  Indeed,  it  was  for 
the  interesc  even  of  the  debtor  States  to  assume 
thedebls,because.wheutheaccouQts are  liquidated, 
the  debts  due  to  toe  creditor  States  will  not  be  dne 
from  the  Union,  but  from  the  debtor  States;  and 
if  the  Union  is  to  be  taxed  for  those  debts,  the 
creditor  States  will  be  obliged  to  conCribute  to  the 
reimbursement  of  advances,  which  they  have  made 
for  the  other  States.  This  cannot  be  done  con- 
sistently with  justice,  and  will  therefore  be  a  source 
of  great  uneasiness  and  embarrassment  to  Govem- 
menc:  whereas,  if  the  debcs  of  the  citizens  of  the 
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States  are  now  assumed,  and  the  citlms  of  the 
States  are  thus  dkninished,  the  cause  of  the  em- 
barrassmeiii  nill  in  a  ffteat  measure  be  prevented. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  motion  would  be  adopted, 
and  that  the  residue  of  the  State  debts  would  be 
now  assumed. 

The  prerious  question  was  then  demanded  by  five 
membera,  to  wit :  "  Shall  the  main  question  to 
agree  to  the  said  motion  be  now  put  1"  And  on 
the  question,  "  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put  7* — It  passed  in  the  uegatire — yeas  84,  nays 
35,  as  follows : 

Tiii^-FiiheT  Aum*.  KobeK  B«mw>U,  EKbert  Ben- 
aoD,  Sheaijuhnb  Bonnie,  Benjamin  Bourne,  ThoDus 
PitaiiDOlu,  BIbtidge  Oeny,  Benjamin  (joodhae,  Junea 
GordoD,  Duiid  Hoger,  John  Laorance,  Amaaa  Learned, 
William  Vana  MoTray,  WiUiam  Smith,  John  Steele, 
Samnal  Storett,  Thomaa  Sumpler,  Peter  Sylteater, 
George  Thatcher,  ThamaaTndoT  TDckeT,John  Vining, 
Jeremiah  Wadawoith,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Wil- 
liamaon. 

Nati. — John  Baptist  Aihe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Eltaa 
Boudinot,  John  Browni  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Day- 
ton, WiHikm  Findley,  William  B. Giles,  Nicholaa  Gilman, 
AndroiT  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Bany  Grove, 
Daoiet  HetUer,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  SunuelLiver- 
more,  Nathaniel  Micon,  Jamea  Madiwn,  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Auguitus  Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel  NiJea, 
John  Page,  Josiah  Pa^er,  Comeliua  C.  Scboonmaker, 
Joahna  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Jonathan 
eturgea,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Alex- 
ander White,  and  Francis  WilUs 

And  so  the  said  motion  was  lost. 

The  said  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and, 
together  with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  deferred,  until  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  sent  from 
this  House,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  set- 
tlement of  the  demands  of  Anthony  Walton  White 
against  the  United  Slates."  The  Senate  have  also 
passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  foreign 
coins,  and  for  other  purposes."  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  They  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  jointly,  with  such  committee 
as  this  House  shall  appoint,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the 
proposed  recess  of  Congress. 

Monday,  May  7. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
makiitg  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States 
was  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  at 
regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  BoDHNE,  of  Rhode  Island,  from  the  com 
mitlee  appointed,  presented  a  bill  for  making  con: 
pensations  to  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  for  ei 
traordinary  expenses ;  which  was  received  and 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  lime  to-day. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sbnev,  Mr.  Gilhan,  and 


Mr.  Qrovb,  be  appointed  a  committee  tm  the  part 
of  this  House  jomtly  with  the  committee  appoint- 
~d  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Pre- 
ident  of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the 
projposed  recess  of  Confess. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  ccmcerning  the  claim 
of  John  Brown  Cuttingagainst  the  United  States; 
and,  aAer  some  time  spent  therein,  (be  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  making  compensations  to 
the  Commissioners  of  Loans  for  extraordinary  ex- 
penses, was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wbole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Trea- 
sury and  War  Departments;"  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  several  amendments  thereto ; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House.  The  said  bill,  tc^ether  with  the 
Hmendmeuts  thereto,  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  concemiiig  the  claim  of  John 
Brown  Cutting  against  the  United  Stales,  was 
read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the  question  that  the 
same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  tae  affirmative- 
yeas  23,  nays  22,  oa  follows : 

Yi.B.— Fisher  Amei,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Eliss  Boudinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abtaham  Clark, 
Thomas  Fitisimons,  Jmmes  Gordon,  Bamnel  Qnffin, 
Daniel  Heisler,  Daniel  Uuger,  John  Lanrance,  Amtsa 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Sunuel  LiTermore,  Jantea 
Madiion,  Frederick  Angustua  Muhlenberg,  WiUiam 
Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  William  Smith,  John  Steals, 
5amuelBterrelt,  and  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker. 

Nils. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abrahaa  Baldwin, 
Shearjuhub  Bourne,  John  Brown,  WiUiam  B.  Gilea, 
Benjunin  Goodhue,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchetl,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Andrew  Moore,  Camelius  C.  Schbon- 
maker,  Jeremiah  Smith, Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturgea, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Peter  SytTcster,  George  Thatcher, 
Thomas  Ttrdnell,  Abraham  Venable,  Artemaa  Ward, 
Alexander  White,  and  Hu^  Williamson. 

Mr.  Senbv,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  jointly,  with  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed  re- 
cess of  Congress,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
performed  that  duty. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  to  vrhom  was  re- 
committed the  report  on  the  memorials  of  Joseph 
Ceracchi,  made  a  report ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

"  It  appeara  to  jour  committee,  that  Mr.  Ceracchi  ia 
an  artist  of  gT>at  reputation  in  Europe,  a  gentleman  of 
respectable  character,  and  has  been  actuated  by  the  moat 
honorable  motives  in  offering  to  dedicate  bis  geniua  and 
labon  in  the  service  to  the  JUnited  Statea.  It  appeara, 
however,  to  your  committee,  that,  at  the  present  tJlDe,  it 
might  not  be  eipedlant  to  go  into  the  expense*  whick 
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X  proposed  b;  the  artisL" 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 


Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  regvilatine  processes. 
in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing 
compeasations  for  the  ofbeeis  of  the  said  courts, 
and  for  jurors  and  witnesses."  Whereupon,  the 
second  amendment  to  the  second  section,  for  strik- 
ing out  the  words  following : 

"And  be  at  liberty  to  pumielhe  same  until  a  tender 
of  the  debt  and  coMe  in  gold  or  silver  shaU  be  made," 
beiog  read,  and  the  question  put  that  this  House 
do  adhere  to  the  said  amendment,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  30,  nays  17,  at  foUows : 

YiASi^ — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Claik,  William  Findley,  William  B. 
Gilei,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  ■GrifBn,  William  Buiy 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Israol  Jacobs,  Philip  Kej,  Aaron 
KitcheQ,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livecmore,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Jamee  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Fre- 
derick Augustus  Muhlenbarg,  John  Page,  JoBiah  Park- 
er, Joshua  Senej,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Sumptei,  Tho- 
mas TredweU,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Vena- 
ble,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Fntnct* 
Willis. 

HaTs^-PiBher  Ames,  Sobert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
ton, Eliaa  Boudinot,  fiheaijashnb  Bourne,  Thomas 
Fittaimons,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Ooodhue,  Jai. 
Hillhouse,  Amasa  Learned,  William  Vans  Mcira?,  Jare- 
miah  Smith,  WiUiam  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan 
Sturgei,  Petei  Sylvester,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Retoived,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their 
disaneement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  fourth  section  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  said 
bill,  and  doth  recede  from  all  the  other  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

A.  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  making  compensations  to  the  Commission- 
ers of  Loans  for  extraordinary  expenses ;"  and 
also  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  ''An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and 
for  other  pu^oses ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  Che  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  no  amendment  thereto. 

The  said  bill  was  then  amended ;  and,  together 
with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  now  read  the 
third  time. 

The  said  bill  with  the  amendments,  was  «c- 
cordinnly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  mto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  certain  ap- 
propriations therein  specified ;  and,  after  some 
tfftie  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 


the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  tinder  consi- 
deration, and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  this  House  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate entitled  "An  act  making  alterations  in  the 
Treasury  and  War  Departments,"  with  an  amend- 
meat,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendment,  ana  the  same  being  twice  read,  was 
agreed  to. 

TcESDAY,  May  S. 

An  engrojFed  bill  making  certain  appropriatiAiis 

therein  specified,  was  tetid  the  third  time,  aad 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hotise, 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  to  which  this  House  hath  adhered, 
to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  regulating  processes  in  the  Courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  providing  compensations  for  the 
officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  ior  jurors  and  wit- 
nenses." 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CtHnmittee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "An  act  to  compensate  the  services 
of  the  late  Colonel  QeorKe  Oibaon ;"  «ih1,  alter 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 
The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 


:h  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Gbovg,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Henry  Emanuel  Lutler- 
loh,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  thecommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
the  Stale  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  report;  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
prajing  (hat  Congress  would  authorize  the  Legislature 
of  that  State  to  impote  a  duty  of  tonn^e,  for  deepen- 
ing the  cbannd  acroes  the  Swash  and  Bar  in  Pamlico 
Sound  and  Croatan,  report: 

"  That  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, Maryland,  and  Georgia,  have  severally  passed  laws 
for  removing  obstructions  or  deepening  rivers  or  har- 
bors, lo  wJijch  laws  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  have 
given  their  assent :  nherefbie,  the  committee  are  of  the 
opinion,  that  when  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  NorAi 
Carolina  shall  have  passed  a  law  imposing  a  du^  of 
tonnage  for  the  improvement  of  their  navigation,  it  may 
be  proper  for  Congrees  to  consider  whether  such  law 
shall  have  the  proposed  operation." 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 
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Resolved.,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lepcrt  to  ihis  House,  as  early  in  the  next  session 
as  may  be  practicable,  the  QUmber  and  cBMcity  of 
the  sliUs  in  the  respective  districts  ana  States, 
the  net  product  of  revenue  of  the  respective  dis- 
tricts and  Slates,  perlicularizing  the  drawbacks, 
and  distinzuishinff  foreign  from  American  mate- 
rials, and  the  product  paid  by  the  gallon,  month, 
'       '^  '    :  of  officers  and  the 

salaries. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
cause  to  be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  several 
Collectors  in  the  United  States,  printed  clear' 
ances,  on  the  back  whereof  shall  be  a  printed  ac- 
count of  the  metbods  which  have  been  found  to 
answer  for  obtaining  fresh  from  salt  water,  and  of 
constructing  ex  tempore  stills,  of  such  implements 
as  are  generally  on  board  every  vessel,  with  a  re- 
commendation, in  all  cases  where  they  shall  have 
occtEiou  to  resort  to  this  expedient  for  obtaining 
water,  to  publish  the  result  of  their  trial  in  some 
gazette,  on  their  return  to  the  United  States,  or  to 
communicate  it  for  publication  to  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  m  order  that  others  may,  by 
their  success,  be  encouraged  to  make  similar  tri- 
als, and  be  benefited  by  any  improvements  or  new 
ideas  which  may  occur  to  them  in  practice. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
Northwest  and  South  of  the  river  Ohio ;  and,  after 


Cfiosideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto ; 
which   was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  toeecher  with  the 
amendment,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 

Mr.  FiTzeiMONB,  from  the  committee  appointed 


to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failuieof  the  late 
expedition  under  Major  General  St.  Clair,  made 
8  report ;  which  was  read.    Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  this  House  will,  early  in  the 
next  session,  proceed  to  take  the  said  report  into 
consideration. 

An  engrossed  bill  respecting  the  government  of, 
the  Territories  of  the  United  Stales  Northwest 
and  South  of  the  river  Ohio  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  mess«^e  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  resolution  of  th^ 
House,  directing  printed  clearances  of  a  particular 
form,  to  be  nirnished  to  the  several  Collectors  in 
the  United  States.  They  have  passed  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  certain  appropriations 
therein  specified,"  with  an  amendment ;  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendment ;  and  the  same  being  twice  read,  was 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  pro* 
cure  such  of  the  statutes  of  the  several  States  as 
may  not  be  in  his  office;  and  that  the  expmse 
thereof  be  defrayed  out  of  the  money  that  is,  or 
may  by  law  be  appropriated  to  defray  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  this  House. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  noti- 
fying the  House  thai  the  Senate,  having  com- 
pleted the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are 
now  about  to  adjourn.    Whereupon, 

Ordered.  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  tnem  that  this  House,  having  completed 
the  business  before  them,  are  now  about  to  aajonm 
until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next,  and  thai 
the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  go  with  the  said  mes- 
sage. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  said  mes- 
sage ;  and,  being  returned. 

The  Spbakeb  adjourned  ihe  House,  to  meet  on 
the  first  Monday  in  November  next. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  8  I  .\ TKS, 


AT  THE  SECOND  BBSfillON  OF  THE  8BC0NTJ  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OP 
PHILADELPHIA,  NOVEMBER  6,  1793. 


Monday,  Norember  6, 1792. 

This  being  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  the  aanual 

meetiDE  of  the  second  session  of  the  second  Cod- 

^ess,  the  following  Senators  appeared,  and  took 

John  Lanodon  and  PArwE  WingatBj  from  New 
Hampshire ; 

Caleb  Stbono  aod  George  Cabot,  fromMas- 
sachusetts ; 

Theodore  Foster,  from  Rhode  Island ; 

Oliver  Ellsworth  and  Rooer  SiiERMA)f,from 
Coimecticul ; 

Stephen  R.  Bbadlbt  and  Miwbs  Robiksoii, 
from  Vennont ; 

RoFDs  Kino,  from  New  York ; 

Philemon  Diokinbok  and  John  Ritthbrpcro, 
firom  New  Jersey ; 

Qeorge  Read,  from  Delaware; 

Jameb  Monroe,  from  Virginia; 

John  Brown  and  John  BnwARDs,  from  Ken- 

Bbnjamin  Hawkins,  from  North  Carolina  ; 
Fierce  Butleb  and  Ralph  Izard,  from  South 
Carolina ;  and 

William  Few,  from  Georgia. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  and  also 
of  Richard  Hcnkv  Lee,  elected  President  pro 
tempore  at  a  former  session,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  choice  of  a  President  pro  tempore^  as  the 
Constitution  provides,  and  John  Lahgdon  was 
duW  elected. 

JoRM  Brown  and  John  Edwahdb,  from  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  lespeotirel^r,  produced  their 
credentials;  and  the  oath  required  by  law  was, 
by  the  Prrsident  pro  tempore,  administered  to 
them. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  RepresentetiTes  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate 
b  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  on  business. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  Che  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
'    of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business. 

A  second  message  informed  the  Senate  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  have  resolved  that 
a  committee  be  appointed,  jointly  with  such  com- 
mittee as  the  Senate  shall  appoint,  to  wail  on  the 
PaaaiDEHT  op  theUnited  States,  and  notify  bim 
that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Hohhb  is  aBsembled, 
and  ready  to  receife  any  commmiications  he  may 


[Jease  to  make  to  them ;  in  which  reaolutioa  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
Resolved,  Thai  the  Senate  concur  in  the  ap- 

g)inlmeDt  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the 
BEfiinEHT  OF  TBB  UniTBD  STATES,  agreeably  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepresentativeS(  and 
that  Messrs.  Izard  and  Strong  be  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  resolved  that  two  Chaplains,  of 
different  denominations,  be  appointed  to  Congress, 
for  the  present  sessioo,  one  ny  each  House,  who 
shall  interchange  weekly ;  In  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
solution ;  and 

Reaolved,  That  theydocoiieartherein,andthat 
the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  White  be  the  Chaplain  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
Chaplain  to  Congress  for  the  present  session,  and 
have  appointed  the  Rev.  Doctor  Green  on  their 

Mr.  Izard,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  theUnited  States, 
agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of 
this  day,  reported, 

That  they  had  executed  the  business,  and  that 
the  President  or  theUnited  States  proposed  to 
meet  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock. 


Tuesdav,  November  I 


Robert  Mord 
vania,  attended,  a 

OroCT-ed,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  are  ready  to 
meet  tliem  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  to  receive  any 
communications  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  that  the  usual  seats  will  be  as- 
signed to  them. 

The  House  of  Representatives  having  accord- 
ingly taken  their  seats,  the  Pbbsidbnt  op  trbUni- 
TGD  States  came  into  the  Senate  Chamber,  and 
addressed  both  Hoosea  of  Consreat,  a*  follows : 
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Fetiow-dtizeixM  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houte  o/  RepratnlaliT-ei  ; 
It  is  Bome  abatemFnt  of  the  BBtkftctian  with  nUdi  I 
meet  you  on  the  present  occasion,  that,  in  felicitating 
you  on  a  continuance  of  the  national  proeperity,  gen- 
erally, I  am  not  able  to  adcl  lo  it  information  that  the 
^ndj^boatniy^  which  have,  for  Eome  time  past,  dis- 
TreSedoBrTiorSLweMem  frontier,  ha^e  terminated. 
You  wi]l,  I  am  persuaded,  learn  with  no  le«e  concern 
dian  I  communicate  it,  that  reiterated  endeavora,  to- 
naids  effecting  a  padGcation,  have  hitherto  issued  only 
in  new  and  outrageous  proofs  of  penwroring  hoMili^ 
on  Ihe  part  of  the  tribes  with  whom  wo  are  in  contest. 
An  esrnCEt  demte  to  procure  tranquility  to  the  fron- 
tier ;  to  stop  the  liirther  eSiieion  of  blood ;  to  aireat  the 
progiesa  of  expense ;  to  forward  the  prevalent  wish  of 
the  nation  lor  peace,  has  led  to  etrenuoug  efforts,  through 
various  channels,  to  accomplish  these  desiiabk  par- 
poses  ;  in  making  whidi  efibits,  I  consulted  less  my  own 
anticipationa  of  the  event,  or  the  scrupteA  which  some 
considerations  were  calcuUtad  to  inspire,  thmi  the  wish 
to  find  the  object  attainable ;  or,  if  not  attainable,  to 
ascertain  tmequivocally  that  such  is  the  case. 

A  detail  of  the  measures  which  have  been  pursued, 
and  of  their  consequences,  which  will  be  laid  before 
you,  while  it  will  confirm  to  you  the  want  of  succeAS, 
thus  &r,  will,  I  trust,  evince  tlwt  means  as  proper  and 
as  efficacious  as  could  have  been  devised  have  been 
employed.  The  issue  of  some  of  them,  indeed,  is  still 
depending ;  but  a  &vorable  one,  though  not  to  be  de- 
spaired ot,  is  not  promised  by  any  thing  Aat  has  yet 
happened 

In  the  course  irf' the  atlranpts  which  have  been  made. 
some  valuable  citiMn*  have  Ulen  Tictims  to  theii  zeal 
fin  the  public  service.  A  sanction  commonly  reapected 
even  amaag  nvagea  hw  been  G>und,  in  this  inslsnee, 
iBsaffident  to  ptolect  bom  mawacre  the  eminariea  of 
peace :  it  will,  I  presume,  be  dnij  coosidered  v4iether 
the  occanon  docs  not  eaJl  for  an  exercise  of  liborallty 
towards  the  families  of  the  deceased. 

It  muM  add  to  your  concern  to  be  infarmed,  that,  be- 
sides  the  continuatioii  of  hostile  appeannees  among  the 
tribes  north  of  the  Ohio,  some  threatening  Bymptoms 
have  of  lale  been  revived  among  some  of  those  south 
of  it. 

A  part  of  the  jCherokeea,  known  by  the  nan 
hickamagas,  inhahiting  five  villages  on  the  Teiines- 
ee  nver,  have  long  been  in  the  practice  of  committing 
depredationa  on  the  neighboring  settlements. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  treaty  of  Holston,  made  with 
the  Cherokee  nation  in  July,  1791,  would  have 
vented  a  repetition  of  atich  depredations.  Bnt  the  i 
has  not  answered  diifi  hope.  The  Chickamagas,  aided 
by  some  banditti  of  another  tribe,  in  their  vicinity,  have 
recently  perpetrated  wanton  and  unprovoked  hostilities 
upon  the  citiiens  of  die  United  States  in  that  quarter. 
The  information  wtiieh  has  been  received  on  this  tob- 
ject  will  be  laid  before  you.  Hitherto,  defensive  pre- 
cautions only  have  been  strictly  enjoined  and  observed. 

It  is  not  understood  that  any  breach  of  treaty,  or  ag- 
gression whatsoever,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
or  their  dtiienB,iB  even  alleged  as  a  preteit  for  the  spi- 
rit of  hostility  in  this  qnatter. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  every  practicable  eior- 
tion  has  been  made  (pursuant  to  the  provision  by  law 
for  that  purpose)  to  be  prepared  for  the  alternative  of 
inuseouion  of  the  war,  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of  pi 
ait  oveHom-  A  large  proportion  of  the  troops  ai 
thoriied  to  be  raiaed  have  been  recruited,  thou^  the 
numbn  i*  still  iocwaplete.   And  pain*  have  been  taken 


discipline  and  put  them  in  condition  for  the  pnrttca- 
lai  kind  of  service  U>  be  perlbrmed.  A  delay  of  opera- 
(besides  bcaiig  dictated  by  the  measures  which 
were  pursuing  towards  a  pacific  termination  of  the  war) 
has  been  in  itself  deemed  preferslile  to  immature  e^ 
forts.  A  statement,  £rom  the  proper  Department,  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  troops  niised,  and  some  other 
points  which  have  been  aiigKeatcd,  will  aflbrd  more  pre- 
cise information,  as  a  j^uide  to  the  Legislative  consulti^ 
lions ;  and,  among  other  things,  vill  enable  Congreaa 
to  judge  whether  some  addicionol  stimulus  to  the  re- 
cniiting  B^nee  nay  net  be  advisaUe. 

In  looking  Ibrward  to  the  future  expense  of  the  ope- 
rations which  msy  be  found  ineyitable,  I  derive  coosiy 
lation  &om  the  information  I  receive,  that  the  product 
of  the  revenues  for  the  present  year  is  likely  to  super- 
cede the  neceHsity  of  additional  burdens  on  the  com- 
munity for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year.  This,  how- 
ever, will  be  better  ascertained  in  Ihe  course  of  the  ses- 
sion i  and  it  Is  proper  to  add,  that  the  information  al' 
luded  to  proceeds  upon  (he  supposition  of  no  material 
extension  of  the  spirit  of  hostility, 

I  cannot  dismiss  the  subject  of  Indian  aflaire  without 
again  recommending  to  your  consideration  the  expedi- 
ency of  more  adequate  provision  for  giving  energy  to 
the  taws  throngboUC  our  intiuiat  frontier,  and  for  re- 
straining the  commission  of  outrages  upon  the  Indiana; 
without  which  all  pacific  plans  must  prove  nugatotj. 
To  enable,  by  competent  tewarda,  the  employment  of 
qualified  and  trusty  peraons  to  reside  among  them  as 
^Mlt^  would  also  contribute  to  the  preservation  tit 
peace  and  good  neighborhood.  If|  in  addjtitm  to  these 
expedients,  an  eligible  plan  eauld  be  dtviasd  for  pR>> 
moting  dvibzariou  among  the  frimdly  tribas,  aad  fin 
carrying  on  trade  with  them,  upon  a  sosde  eqoal  U 
their  wants,  and  under  rc^ulatiDiis  calctl^Ied  to  gto- 
tect  them  &om  imposition  and  extortioii,  iU  Jnfltienw 
in  cementing  their  interest  with  ours,  could  not  bol  be 
considerable. 

The  piosperoas  slate  of  oar  teienoa  has  been  inti- 
mated. This  would  be  still  more  the  ease  were  it  not 
for  the  impediments  which,  in  some  places,  continue  to 
embarrass  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States.  These  impediments  have 
lessened,  and  are  lessening,  in  local  extent;  and,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  community  at  large,  (he  contentment  with 
the  law  appears  to  be  progmsive. 

But  symptoms  of  increased  oppodtioii  having  lately 
manifested  tbemsetvee  in  certain  quarters,  I  judged  ■ 
special  inteipositiOQ  on  my  part  proper  and  advisable ; 
end,  under  tlus  impression,  have  issued  a  Proclomarion, 
warning  against  all  nnlawtui  combinations  and  pro- 
cefdings,  having  for  their  object  or  (ending  to  obstruct 
(he  law  in  question,  and  sanonncing  that  aH  lawfiit 
ways  and  means  would  be  strictly  put  in  execution  fbr 
bringing  to  justice  the  infractors  thereof  and  secoring 
obedieiice  thereto. 

Measures  have  also  been  taken  Ibr  the  pioseeutioo  of 
ofiendeiB ;  and  Congress  laty  be  assured  that  noduBg  - 
within  constitutional  and  legal  limits,  which  may  de- 
pend upon  me,  shall  be  wanting  to  assert  and  maintain 
the  just  authority  of  the  laws.  In  fulfilling  this  trust, 
I  shall  count  entirely  upon  the  full  co-operation  of  the 
other  Departments  of  the  Oovernment,  and  upon  the 
xealaus  support  of  all  good  dtiiens. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  ^ng  again  into  the  view  of  the 
Legialatnre  Ae  subject  of  a  revision  of  the  Judidaiy . 
system.-.  A  repreuntation  from  the  Jadges  of  the  9a- 
preme  Court,  which  vriU  be  laid  before  yon,  points  out 
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IbiB  raone  of  the  raeonliiKi  of  the  Inn,  caomdanHoBa 
•ike  out  of  tin  itrDcture  of  that  >;stetn,  which,  id  aome 
CBMa,  lend  to  nUz  thtu-  aSou^.  Ai  connected  with 
Ihii  subject,  proTiaiona  to  &cilitete  the  talcing  of  bail 
Qpon  proceeees  out  of  the  Courts  of  the  Unit^  9t&tea, 
and  a  ■upplementary  definitiaii  of  oBencee  agaiiut  the 
Constitution  uul  laws  of  the  Union,  and  of  the  puu- 
iehinent  for  sueb  ofTencea,  will,  it  is  pieBumed,  be  found 
worthj  of  particular  attcntJon. 

Obeervatione  on  the  value  of  peace  with  other  na- 
tiang  are  imneceBaaiy.  It  would  be  wise,  howcTcr,  bj 
timelj  proviirionB  to  gamd  against  ihoee  acta  of  our 
own  citiiena,  which  might  tend  -to  disturb  it,  aiid  to  put 
Dunelvea  in  a  condition  to  give  that  satia&ctlon  to 
fcreign  natjona  which  we  maj  sometimes  haie  occasion 
to  require  from  tikem.  I  puttcidn);  recommend  to  yoar 
consideration  the  means  of  preventing  those  aggres- 
■ons  by  oia  alliens  en  the  (errilory  of  other  nations, 
■nd  other  infractioiH  of  the  law  of  nations,  which,  fur- 
nishiny  just  subject  of  complaint,  might  endanger  onr 
peace  wttb  tbem,  and.  in  genera],  the  maintenance  of  a 
friendly  intercourse  with  foreign  Powers  will  be  pre- 
sented to  yonr  attention  bj  the  eipiration  of  the  llw 
for  that  purpose,  whidi  takes  place,  if  not  renewed,  at 
the  doee  of  the  prewul  sessiaa. 

In  execution  of  the  authority  givsn  tij  the  LegisU- 
ture,  measorae  have  bean  taken  for  engaging  some 
-artists  fioia  abroad  to  aid  in  the  falAlisliinent  of  our 
Mint ;  olheis  have  been  employed  at  home.  Proviaon 
nai  been  made  of  the  requisite  buildiags,  and  those  are 
now  puttmg  into  pr^n  owtdittoD  for  ifae  pmposaa  of 
the  establi^isent.  There  has  also  bean  a  smell  begin- 
ning in  the  coinage  of  halMimcs ;  the  want  of  sosll 
coina  in  circnlatioD  calling  the  fiiM  attentioB  to  tbwn. 

The  regulati<»k  of  for^gu  coins,  in  corre^tondenoy 


with   the   princjolea  of 

ing  essential  to  ^sir  due  opeiat.     . 

money  concsms,  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  resumed  and 

complef   ' 


1,  uul  to  order  in  oi 


It  is  represented  that  some  piovisiatis  in  the  law 
which  eetablishee  the  Poet  Office,  operate,  in  esperiiaeat, 
•gainst  the  traosmiseion  of  newpapars  to  distiant  parts 
of  the  country.  Should  this,  upon  due  inquiry,  be  fonnd 
to  be  the  tact,  a  lull  convictioQ  of  the  impmanc*  of  At- 
cjlitating  the  circulation  of  political  intelligsnee  and 
Information  will,  I  doubt  not,  lead  to  the  ^plicktteo  of 

The  sdoptiDn  of  a  Conitittition  for  the  Stale  of  Keiv 
tuckj  has  been  notified  to  me.  The  Legi^ature  will 
(hare  with  me  in  the  aatis&ction  which  arises  from  an 
event  interesting  to  the  haf^aness  of  the  part  of  the  iMtion 
to  which  it  relates,  and  conducive  to  the  lenecal  order. 

It  is  proper  likewise  to  inform  you,  thsl,  since  my 
bat  communicatiou  on  the  subject,  simI  in  fiiither  eze- 
cntton  of  the  acta  setcrally  nskiog  provision  for  the 
.Pvblif  Debt,  and  for  the  reduction  tbereoi;  three  new 
lotuis  have  been  effected,  each  for  three  millionB  of  flo- 
itn«  i  one  at  Antwerp,  «i  >l>e  annvtd  tntenst  of  fo«r 
and  one-half  per  cant.,  with  an  slbiwance  of  four  per 
cent^  in  lieu  of  all  diarges  ;  snd  the  etbei  two  at  Aia- 
ateidam,  at  the  anaaal  interest  of  four  per  cent,  with 
an  allawauos  of  five  and  one-half  per  cent,  in  one  cas*, 
and  of  five  per  cent,  in  the  other,  in  heu  of  all  cbaigea. 
The  rates  of  these  loans,  and  the  cireumstanoss  undsr 
which  they  have  been  made,  u«  oonfirmations  of  the 
high  state  of  our  credit  abroad. 

Among  the  objects  to  which  these  fonds  have  been 
directed  to  be  applied,  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  to 
certain  foreign  officers,  acocoding  to  the  provision  made 
daring  the  last  aession,  has  been  eubiaaed. 


GaiUemen  of  Ihe  Himte  of  Sapntaitatttxt : 

I  entertain  a  strong  hope  that  the  stale  of  out  na- 
tional finances  is  now  sufficiently  matured  to  enable 
you  to  enter  upon  a  Bystemalic  and  effectual  arrange- 
ment for  the  regular  redemption  and  discharge  of  the 
Pubbc  Debt,  according  to  the  right  which  has  been  re- 
served to  the  Government ;  no  measure  can  be  more 
desirable,  whether  viewed  with  an  eye  to  its  intrinsic 
importance,  or  to  the  general  sentiment  and  wish  of  the 

Provision  Is  likewise  reqiiinte  for  the  reimbursement 
of  die  loan  whkli  baa  been  made  of  tbs  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  pnrsnanl  to  the  eWenth  seotion  of  tlie 
act  by  which  it  is  incorporated  i  in  AUAUing  the  puUic 
stipulatioiia  in  this  paiticalar,  it  is  expected  ■  vuBsUe 
saving  wiU  be  made. 

Approwiations  for  the  current  sca-viee  of  the  rasDing 

or,  and  for  audi  aitraordinanea  as  may  tequire  pro- 
will  demand,  and  I  doubt  not  will  engage,  yonr 
early  attentiou. 
Genilanen  of  the  Senatt,  and 

Hf  the  Houm  qf  BeprttentatvM*  i 

I  content  myself  idth  recalling  yonr  attention,  gene- 
eraUy,  to  such  objects,  not  particnlanted  in  my  present, 
as  have  been  suggested  in  my  former  commnnicatnns 

Various  tmnporary  lawa  will  eiwe  during  the  pre- 
sent session.  Among  these,  that  which  regulates  trade 
and  intercourse  vrith  me  Indian  tribes  will  merit  particn 


their  ultimate  suffrage, 

and  Donfirm  their  attachment  to  that  constitution  o 
Government  upon  which,  under  Divine  Providence,  ma- 
terially depend  their  union,  their  safety,  and  their  hap- 

Stilt  fiiither  to  promote  and  secure  these  ineetimBUe 
ends,  Aere  is  nothing  which  ean  have  a  more  powetfal 
tendency,  than  the  carety  cultivation  of  haimony,eran- 
bined  inth  a  due  regard  to  stability  in  the  public  coun- 
cils. G.  WABHINOTON. 

U>mD  8raTiB,  November  6,  1792. 

The  Prbsident  op  tbe  Unitbd  States  having 
(etired,  and  the  two  Houses  beinr  separated, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Stsoho,  ElEiO.and  RuTH- 
BRrDHD,be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  the 
draft  of  an  Address  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  this  day,  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress  eoBTened  in  the  Senate 
Chamber. 

Ch-dered,  That  the  Speech  of  the  President  of 
THE  United  Statbr,  delirered  this  day,  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  a  number  of  the  merchants  of 
tbe  city  of  Charleston  was  presented  and  read, 
praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed,  restraining  and 
altering  the  proceedings,  and  reducing  the  fees  of 
the  Court  of  Admiralty. 

Order»d.  That  this  petition  lie  oo  the  table. 

Ordavi,  That  the  Secretary  Anmish  the  mem- 
ben  of  the  Senate,  liromsuchprininsas they  may 
respectively  direct^  each,  three  newspapers,  to  be 
left  from  time  to  tmie,  diuing  the  session,  at  their 
several  places  of  abode. 
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Proceedingt- 


{November,  1792. 


Wednbbbay,  November  7. 

The  Prbbidbnt  kid  before  tbe  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates,  with  his 
accouats  made  up  to  the  30ihof  September,  1792; 
which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  ofthe  United  States: 
Gtnt/tiaen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  haute  of  RepraentaUjiu  : 

In  pnrsiunce  of  the  Ikw,  I  noir  laj  before  you  a  etate- 
ment  of  the  Bdminiatralion  of  the  fiinds  appropriated 
to  certain  fcreign  purposes,  ti^tfaei  with  •  Letter  fram 
the  Secretai7  of  Stale,  «ipluning  the  same. 

I  ■Iso  la;  before  you  a  copy  of  a  Letter  and  repre- 
aenlation  from  the  Chief  JosUce  and  Awodale  Judges 
of  ^e  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  State*,  stating  the 
difficulliei  and  inconTeniencea  whieh  attend  the  dis- 
charge of  their  dutieB,  according  (o  the  present  Judicisiy 

A  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Judges  attending  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  United  Statei  for  the  North  Caro- 
lina district,  in  June  last,  containing  Iheir  observadoos 
en  an  act  paased  during  the  last  seasioa  of  Congreaa, 

entitled  "  An  act  (o  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the 
dtums  of  widows  and  orphoiiB  barred  by  the  limitations 
heretokie  established,  and  to  regulate  tbe  claims  to  in- 
valid  pensionB ;"  and 

A  copy  of  the  Constitution  Ibrmed  ibr  the  State  of 
Kentucky.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

UaiTio  Statis,  November  7,  1792. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  lo 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  reported  an  Address  to  the  President 
opTBEUNiTEn  States,  in  answer  to  bis  Speech  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  lo  take 
this  report  into  consideration. 

The  Prebident  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
on  the  subject  of  Indian  affairs,  with  sundry  pa- 
pers therein  mentioned. 

The  Letter  was  read,  and  the  papers  were  in 
part  read;  and,  after  progress,  the  nirther  reading 
thereof  was  postponed. 

Tburbdav,  November  8. 

John  Henry,  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  at- 
tended, and  took  his  seat. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  the 
information  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace  having  been  re- 
cently concluded  by  Oeoeral  Putnam  between  the 
United  Stales  and  certain  tribes  of  Western  In- 
dians, together  with  sundry  papers;  which  were 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
look  into  consideration  the  Address  reported  by 
the  committee  to  the  President  of  the  United 
STATBB,in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress;  which,  being  recommitted  and  amend- 
ments reported,  was  agreed  to,  as  amended. 


Ordered,  That  the  samecommitteewaitonthe 
President  of  the  United  STaTEB,and  desire  htea 
to  acquaint  tbe  Senate  at  what  time  and  place  it 
will  be  moat  cDDvenJenI  for  him  that  it  ^ould  be 

presented, 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  above-mentioned  com- 
mittee, reported  that  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  proposed  to  receive  the  Address  of  the 
Seoate  at  11  o'clock  to-morrow. 

The  readioK  of  the  papers  communicated  on  the 
7th  of  Novemner,  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  was 
resumed,  and.  after  progress,  postponed. 


Fbioay,  Novembers. 
The  Senat£  wailed  on  the  President  of  tbb 
UniTGD  States  at  his  own  house,  and  the  Prebi- 
dbnt  pro  (empoj-e,  in  their  name,  communicated  to 
him  the  Address  agreed  to  on  the  8th  instant,  which 
is  as  follows: 

To  the  Praident  of  the  United  Staiet  .- 

Accept,  «r,  our  grateful  ac^owledgnients  Srr  your 
Addreas  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session.  We 
participate  witb  yon  in  the  sKtisfiicttan  aiuing  fiom  tbe 
continuance  of  the  general  prosperity  of  the  nation,  but 
it  is  not  widiout  the  most  sinoere  concern  that  ne  are 
informed  that  the  reiterated  effiirts  which  have  been 
made  to  ntaUisb  pence  whh  the  hostile  Indians,  bare 
hitherto  tailed  to  accomplish  that  desired  obfect.  Hoping 
that  the  measures  stiH  depending  may  ptotc  more  fuc- 
ceesfiil  than  those  which  have  proMded  them,  we  shall 
nevertheless  concur  in  even  neceMaiy  preparation  for 
&e  alternative ;  and,  riiould  the  Indians  on  either  ride 
of  the  Ohio  perdst  in  their  hostihties,  fidelity  to  the 
Union,  as  well  as  aAection  to  our  fellow-dtiienB  on  the 
frontiers,  will  insure  our  decided  co-operation  in  every 
meaanre  which  dull  be  deemed  requisite  for  their  pro- 
tection and  safety. 

At  the  seme  thne  dist  we  avow  the  obligation  of 
the  (jrovemment  to  aflbid  its  protection  to  every  part  of 
the  Union,  we  cannot  refrain  from  eipresKng  our  regret 
that  even  a  small  portion  of  our  fellow-citizena  in  any 
quarts  of  it  Bhould  have  combined  to  oppose  the  opera- 
tion of  the  law  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States ;  a  law  repeatedly  sanC; 
tioned  by  the  author!^  of  the  nation,  and,  at  this 
juncture,  materially  connected  with  the  safety  and  pro- 
tection of  those  who  oppese  it.  Should  the  means 
atieedy  adopted  6ut  in  securing  obedience  to  this  law, 
snch  fluther  measunis  as  may  be  thought  necessary  to 
carry  the  same  into  complete  operation  cannot  Ml  to 
receive  tbe  spprobslion  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  sup- 
port of  every  patriotic  citizen. 

It  yields  us  particular  pleasure  to  learn,  &at  die  pro- 
ductiveness of  the  revenue  of  the  present  year  wiO 
probaMy  supercede  the  necessity  of  any  additional  tai 
for  the  service  of  the  neit. 

The  oTganitstieri  of  the  government  of  tbe  State  of 
Kentucky  being  an  event  peculiariy  interesting  to  a  part 
of  OUT  fellow-dtiiens,  and  conducive  to  the  general 
order,  aflbrds  us  particular  satis&ction. 

We  are  happy  to  learn  that  the  high  slate  of  oar 
credit  abroad  has  been  evinced  by  the  terms  on  whidl 
the  new  loans  have  been  negotiated. 

In  the  course  of  the  sesrion  we  shall  proceed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  several  objects  which  yon  have 
been  pleased  to  recommend  to  our  attention ;  and,  keep- 
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ing  in  view  the  imporlaiiM  of  union  utd  sUbOitf  in  the 
public  coundla,  m  ehaU  l*bor  to  render  our  d«ci>ioita 
oondodTe  to  tin  nSety  and  happinem  of  oiu  country. 

We  reprat  with  pl«unre  our  aHUruicea  of  confidence 
in  youi  AdminiMratiaa,  and  ouj  wdrat  ^'uii  that  joor 
onabated  leal  Ibr  the  pablic  good  maj  be  lewwded  1^ 
(he  durable  procperit;  of  the  nation,  and  ever;  ingredi- 
entof  pereoaal  happincw. 

JOHN  LANGDON, 
Praidentpro  tempore. 

To  this  Address,  the  Pussibbnt  of  tbb  United 
STATBa  was  pleased  to  make  the  followiiig  reply : 

J  derire  much  pleamire,  gentlemea,  from  your  very 
■•tii&ctory  Addreaa.  The  renewed  asiutancea  of  youi 
oonfidence  in  m;  AdminiBlntion,  and  the  expreamOD  of 
^ODT  wish  for  taj  peroonal  happiness,  claim  and  receive 
my  partieulu  acknowledgments,     la  mj  future  endea- 


The  Senate  returned  to  their  Chamber, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  class  the  Senators 
from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  as  the  Constitution 
requires,  when  Dombers  two  and  three  being  by 
the  Secretary,  rolled  up  and  put  into  the  ballot- 
box,  Mr.  Brown  drew  number  two,  and  is  acc))rd- 
ingly  of  the  class  whose  seats  will  be  vacated  in 
Senate  at  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  March, 
1791.  Mr.-EowARDs  drew  Dumber  three,  and  is 
accordingly  of  the  class  whose  seats  in  Senate 
will  be  Tacated  at  the  expiration  of  four  years 
from  Match,  1791. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Rutherford,  Shebhah, 
and  WiNQATE,  be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill, 
anlhorizing  the  settlement  of  the  demands  of  An- 
thony WaTton  White  against  the  United  States. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRBBtDEMT  OF  TBB  UNrTED  StATES: 


«  House  of 

I  now  lay  before  you  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
Btate,  coreiing  the  copy  of  one  &om  the  Govemoi  of 
Virginia,  with  the  seieral  paper*  thereilLrefeiTed  (o,  on 
tlu  labject  of  the  boundary,  between  that  St^e  and  the 
Teirito^orthe  United  StateBBontboftheOhio.  It  will 
remain  with  the  Legislature  to  take  such  mes«ures  u 
it  (hall  think  best,  for  lettling  the  said  boundary  with 
that  State,  and,  at  the  same  time,  if  it  thinks  proper, 
fin  extending  the  settlement  to  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
between  which  and  the  ume  Territory  &e  boundary  is 
as  yet  undetermined. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UniTiD  Statis,  Norember  B,  17BS. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  he  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  Richard  O'Brien  and  others, 
American  citizens,  prisoners  at  Algiers,  was  read, 
praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  for  their  pre- 
sent support,  and  for  their  relief  from  long  cap- 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 
The  petition  of  Arthur  Hughes,  for  compensa- 


ms  presentetl  and  n 


Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  reading  of  the  papers,  communicated  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  7th  instant,  on  In- 
dian afiairs,  was  continued,  and,  after  progress, 
postponed. 

Monday,  November  IS. 

Samdbl  Johnston,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Jd8eph  Stakton,  from  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  attended. 

The  memorial  of  James  Warrington,  the  true 
and  lawful  attorney  of  Joseph  BlacKford,  surviv- 
ing co-partner  of  Michael  John  Harris,  deceased, 
who,  with  the  said  Joseph,  carried  on  business,  as 
merchants,  under  the  firm  of  Harris  and  Blaok- 
ford,  in  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  who  supplied  Joseph  Banks,  during  the 
late  war,  a  contractor  to  the  Southern  army,  with 
goods  to  a  large  amount,  was  read,  praying  the 
interposition  of  GoDsress  in  respect  to  a  demand 
on  the  said  Joseph  &jiks,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
said  memorial. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memcvial  of  Gaetano  Brago  di  Domenico 
was  read,  on  the  subject  of  appointing  a  Consul 
to  the  Republic  of  Genoa. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Cabot,  Henry,  and 
MoRRia,  be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  regulating 
Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  reading  of  the  papers  communicated  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  the  7th  instant,  respecting 
Indian  afiaira,  was  continued;  and,  after  progress, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

TcEBDAT,  November  13. 

The  petition  of  Mary  Kent,  for  the  renewal  of 
a  loan-office  certificate,  destroyed  by  accident,  was 
presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  Thai  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Thereading  of  the  papers,  communicated  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  7th  instant,  respect- 
ing Indian  aSairs,  was  continued;  and,  afler  pro- 
gress, postponed. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  appomted  for 
that  purpose,  reported  a  bill,  r»ulating  Foreign 
Coins,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

Wednesday,  November  14. 
The  petition  of  William  Dimbar,  executor  of 
the  last  will  and  testament  o£  George  Galphin, 
deceased,  late  a  Commissioner  of  Indian  affairs, 
was  presented  and  read,  praying,  in  behalf  of  the 
children  of  the  said  George  Galpnin,  that  the  com- 

tiensation  allowed  to  the  other  commissioners  of 
ndian  affairs  may  be  extended  to  them,  the  legal 
representatives  oi  their  late  father. 

On  motion  that  this  petition  be  referred  to  a 
c<Hamittee,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  Senate  continued  the  reading  of  the  p^«rs, 
communicated  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  In- 
dian a&irs;  and,  aAer  progress,  sdjooroed. 
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Thurbdat,  NoTember  16. 

The  papers  communicated  the  7th  instant,  iVom 
the  Secretary  of  War,  respecting  Indian  affairs, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  ordered 
to  OTSS  to  the  third  reading. 

The  pREHiDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  together  with  copies 
of  sundry  papers  transmitted  by  James  Seagrove, 
Superintendent  and  Commissioner  of  Indian  af- 
fairs, respecting  the  poiceable  dispoulion  of  the 
Creek  nation;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  taWe. 

Friday',  November  16. 

Aaron  Burr,  from  the  State  of  New  York,  at- 
tenijed,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  Messrs.  Herbert  &.  Co.,  dated  Paris,  January 
26, 1793,  respecting  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
.    of  the  United  States;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  carry  this  Letter 
to  the  House  of  Representatires. 

The  bill  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  tne  third  time. 

Retol-ned,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  engross 
ed;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  regu- 
lating Foreien  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  reporl 
of  a  committee,  made  April  the  5th,  1792,  on  the 
subject  of  Weights  and  Measures,  be  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  next. 

MoNHAY,  November  19. 
The  PRESfDEHTlaid  hefore  the  Senate  a  Letter 
G^ed  Thomas  Jefferson,  io  behalf  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  who  were  appointed  pursU' 
ant  to  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  malting  provision 
for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,"  raeloBing 
.  their  accounts,  and  staling  that,  from  the  25tb  (n 
October,  1791,  there  have  been  purchased,  of  va- 
rious denominations  of  the  Public  Debt,  to  the 
amount  of  $364,093  13  cents ;  and  that,  since  the 
commencement  ofthebusiness,$l,495,457  89  cents 
of  said  debt  have  been  purchased;  for  which  the 
sum  of  $967,821  65  cents  in  specie,  have  be«n  paid ; 
which  Letter  and  papers  therein  referred  to,  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  Address  from  the  people  called  ftuakers,  in 
behalf  of  the  religious  societies  of  that  denomina- 
tion in  the  Stales  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey, 
Delaware,  and  part  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  was 
presented  and  read,  suggesting  the  expediency  of 
adopting  further  measures  to  conciliate  the  minds, 
and  to  effect  a  peace  with  the  hostile  tribes  of  In- 
dians. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Tdesday,  November  30. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 

proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee 

made  April  the  Sth,  1792,  oa.  the  subject  of  Weights 

and  Measures;  and,  after  debate, 


Ordered,  That  the  funher  cowideration  thereof 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Screven,  one  of  the 
qualified  acting  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testa- 
ment of  James  Screven,  Brigadier  General  in  the 
State  of  GeorgiH,  deceased,  was  presented  and  read.' 
praying  for  the  renewal  of  certain  certificates  of 
Public  Debt,  saidto  be  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed 


„,d, 


g  the  late  ■ 


Ordered.  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  Elisha  Bennett,  a  seaman  on 
board  the  Continental  frigate  the  Trurobull,  was 
pveeented  and  read,  praying  to  be.  allowed  the  ar- 
rearage of  his  wages,  the  payment  of  which  hatk 
been  nitherto  impeded  by  accident. 

Orders^,  That  (his  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Wedkesdav,  November  21. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Eia^wonTu,  Stbono, 
Monroe,  Johnston,  and  Kino,  by  a  committee  u 
take  the  Judiciary  system  into  consideration,  aad 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Barent  I.  Staats  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  compensation  for  services  ren- 
dered the  United  States  during  the  late  war,  which 
is  stated  to  have  been  delayed  by  reason  of  a  mis- 
take in  the  officer  appointed  to  liquidate  the  pub- 
lic accounts. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petitions  of  Asa  Day,  and  of  William  P"- 
kins,  by  his  attorney  Josiah  Rogers,  were  severally 
read^  praying  to  be  allowed  the  arrearages  of  their 
wages,  due  for  military  services  during  the  late 

Ordered,  That  these  petitions  be  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 


Thursday,  November  22. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Johnston,  CaboT;  and 
Rbab,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  a  law  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  per- 
sons escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters, 
and,  if  they  think  proper,  to  repeat  a  bill. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Staab,  and 

of  the  Hottte  cf  Repreeentativet  .- 

I  aend  jou  herewith  the  abstrsct  of  ■  supftlemenlaty 
uiangement  which  has  been  made  bj  me,  pursuant  Io 
the  acU  of  the  3d  da;  of  March,  1791,  and  the  8lh  dtff 
of  May,  1792,  for  niiBing  a  reienue  upon  foreign  and 
dotnestic  distilled  spirits;  in  reswct  to  thembdtvistonJ 
and  officers  which  have  appcAred  to  ue  neceaBiiy,  and 
to  the  allowance  for  their  respective  servico  to  the 
mpervisota,  inipectors,  and  other  officers  of  inspection : 
tofelhcT  with  estiiaalM  of  the  amount  of  compenutiona 
aBdcfaatBe^ 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Uhitid  Btatm,  Novembw  S3,  I7S2. 
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Ordered,  That  this  Mesmj«.  uA  the  papers 
therein  lefeiied  to,  lie  for — "■ — 


s.: 


Fbiday,  NoTembar  23l 
RiCHABS  BAasETT,  twm  the  State  of  Dehvare, 
attended,  and  took  his  seat. 
-    The  committees  not  having  perfected  their  re- 
ports, the  Senate  adjoDmed. 

Monday,  Norember  36. 

The  petition  of  James  Mathers,  Dooikeeper  to  the 
Senate,  was  presented  and  read,  praying  that  he 
may  be  "  auuoiized,  at  public  expense,  to  employ 
a  person  to  make  fires,  carry  wood,  Ac." 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
infonned  the  Seoate  that  the  House  have  passed 
%  bill,  entitled  "  An  ut  conconisg "' 

__j J' f   l:..    -    jesaelsj" 

the  Sena 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Tdibdat,  NoTen^et  87. 
No  business  was  done  to-day. 

WESNESDAy,  November  28. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to 
purchase  «  niap  of  the  United  States,  and  maps  of 
the  respective  States,  for  die  use  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered,^  That  Messrs.  Bhadlbt,  BnTLEH,  and 
^ERMAN,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  petition 
ot  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  and 
r^on  thereon. 

Tbdrboat,  November  29. 

The  Pbbsii»ht  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the  United 
Statn,  of  th«  28th  innant,  eodosing  his  specie 
aeoooBt  40  the  30th  of  S^emker  last }  which  let- 
ter and  papen  were  read. 

Ordena,  That  they  lie  on  the  uble. 

Ordered,  That  the  second  tea^ng  of  the  bill 
sent  tVom  the  Hotue  of  Repreeentativei  for  con- 
cnrrence,  entitled  ''An  act  coaceminfF  the  regis- 
tering tati  reeordin*  of  ships  <Mr  vetaelB,"  be  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 


Fbioay,  November  30. 
The  Senate  assembled,  and  adjourned  to  S 
day  next  at  11  o'clock. 

Monday,  December  3. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Hoose  of  ELepresentativ— 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  coccemine  I 
registering  and  recording  of  shipe  or  vessels." 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Botli    , 

Cabot,  Morhib,  Monroe,  and  Kino,  to  consider 

and  report  thereon. 

ad  Com— 21 


aeMngsBai 
Or^nd,  n 


The  Senate  took  u»  the  report  of  the  cc 
made  AptilSth,  1792,  on  the  subject  of  Weigbta 
and  Ueasuieu;  and,  after  debate,  ordered,  that  tha 
funhei  cunaidetatioa  thereof  be  }KiBlpODed  until 
Thursday:  next. 

The  patition  of  a  number  of  perscms,  of  the 
State  M*  South  Caiolina,  praying  that  C<»sgresa 
wooM  take  into  coaeidetanon  the  eipedieney  of 
a  Baitkrupt  hw,  was  read. 
'  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  December  i. 
No  business  done  to-day. 

WEONEanAY,  December  5. 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  at- 
tended. 

Mr.  BnAnuiY  gave  notice  that,  on  Friday  next, 
he  should  move  lor  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  ad- 
dition to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  aettUtig  the  ac- 
counts of  the  United  States  with  the  individual 
States." 

TaoRsnAT,  December  6. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
comroitlee,  made  April  5ih,  1798,  on  the  subject 
of  Weights  and  Measures. 

On  motion,  that  the  report  nnder  consideratioii 
be  recommitted,  and  that  the  cotnmittee  be  re- 
quested to  report  a  bill  for  rendering  die  Weights 
and  MeaBUres  of  the  United  Stales  uniform  and 
invariable,  retaining  in  general  the  Weights  and 
Measures  now  in  use, 

It  was  agreed,  that  the  fbrther  consideration  of 
the  report,  tt^ether  with  the  motion  made  thereon, 
be  postponed  until  Monday  se'nnight. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prebident  or  the  UNtrnn  Statbb  ; 
^tOitima  of  the  Smatt,  and 

t^  the  Htuie  of  R^iretmtatiMti 

Tlie  severd  meaaorei,  which  have  bean  punned  to 
inane*  the  hoMila  Indian  tribei  north  of  the  Ohio  to 
enter  into  a  confmmM  or  beaty  with  Dm  Unhed  Btatea, 
■1  whidi  ill  OMise*  of  dUmtioe  might  ba  ftilly  ■ndeT» 
Ha*d,  taA  jvHij  and  aaicably  airuged,  have  absady 
been  cabNilted  to  bottk  Houm  of  Consreai. 

The  papen  'herewith  «ent  will  infonn  jm  of  the 
remit. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

UsiTiD  Statm,  Deoember  6,  1798. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,^d  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Friday,  December  7. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  tbb  Uniteo  States  ; 
GenUetatn  of  the  SauiU,  md 

of  the  Houm  of  Seprtttatataa  ; 
I  lav  beJbie  jou  two  Letter*,  with  their  enelorana 
&om  the  Governor  of  die  Boolhwestem  teniloij,  and  an 
extract  of*  letter  to  hhn  from  the  Depaittunt  of  War. 
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These,  and  a  Letter  of  the  9lh  of  Odober  Iut,whkh 
hu  been  already  communicated  to  yon,  from  the  same 
Department  U  Uie  Gorernoi,  ^rill  show  in  what  manner 
the  StBt  lection  of  the  act  of  the  last  seaaion,  which  pn>- 
videa  tbi  calling  out  the  MiiitiB  for  the  repelling  of  In- 
dian inTaoona,  haa  been  eiacuted.  It  remaina  to  be 
conndered  by  Coogieaa  whether,  in  the  present  utuatioa 
of  the  United  Statu,  il  be  adviaable  oi  not  to  puiaue 
any  further  or  other  meaaureB  than  tboee  which  have 
been  already  adopted.  The  QHture  of  the  subject  does, 
of  itself,  call  for  your  immediate  attention  to  it;  and  I 
muat  add,  that,  upon  the  result  of  your  deliberatione, 
the  future  condact  of  the  Eiecutive  niU  on  tiiia  occa- 
■ion  msleriallj  depend. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Ufitid  Statis,  December  7,  179S. 

The  Message  aad  papers  were  read,  and  ordeied 
to  lie  on  Che  table. 

Agreeably  to  the  notification  of  the  5th  instant, 
Mr.  BttADLRY  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  "a  bill  ia 
addition  to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the  United  States  with  Che  individual 
States ;' "  and  the  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Monday,  December  10. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for 
settling  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with 
the  individual  States ;"  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bbadlev,  Strono,  E-ina,  EllswortH;  and 
Brown,  to  consider  generally,  and  report  thereon. 

■The  VjcBpHBBrDBNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  subject 
of  Indian  a^irs,  ivith  sundry  papers  enclosed; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  December  11. 

Mr.  BcTLEH,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  from  Che 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
"  An  act  concerning  the  registering  and  recording 
of  ships  or  vessels,"  reported  ameadmenta. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
last  mentioned  bill ;  and,  on  motii 
the  following  proviso  in  the  first 
bill,  to  wit : 

"  Provided,  That  the;  shall  not  continue  to  enjoy 
the  same  longer  than  they  shall  continue  to  be  wholly 
owned,  and  to  be  commanded,  by  a  citizen  or  citizens 
ofthe  said  States:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  5,  nays  19,  as 
follows : 

Tub. — Messrs.  Brown,  Butler,  Edwards,  Few,  and 
Izard. 

Natb. — MesBTB.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Cabot,  DickinBon, 
Ellsworth,  Poster,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  King, 
Langdon,  Monroe,  Morris,  Read,  Robinson,  Sherman, 
Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingale. 

And,  after  agreeing  to  sundry  amendments,  as 
reported  by  the  committee. 

Ordered.  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 


expunge 
1  of  the 


JOHf 


WfeDNEBDAV,  December  12.. 

I,  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of 


the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  pli 
Lee,  resigned,  produced  his  credentials  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate.  He  also  produced  the  cre- 
dentials of  bis  appointment  to  a.  seat  in  the  Sen&tt 
for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March,  IT93  ;  which, 
were  severally  read,  and  the  oath  was,  by  the  Vice 
PaESiDENT,administered  toMr.TAVLDR,asthelaw 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  registering  and 
recording  of  ships  or  vessels,"  and,  after  agreeing 
to  further  amendments, 

Rewlned,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Thokspat,  December  13. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  Cbe  bill  in  addition  to,  and 
alteration  of,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend 
the  time  limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
United  States  with  the  individual  States,"  reported 
amendments,  which  were  adopted,  and  the  bill 
was  amended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  biU  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Fbidav,  December  H. 
Mr.  Bradley  reported  from  the  committee  to 

whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Mathers, 
and  the  report  was  adopted.    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  James  Mathers  be  authorized  to 
employ  a  person  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  his 
petition,  and  that  the  person  thus  employed  be  al- 
lowed, under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  cents  per  day 
during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  money  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  bill  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  United  for 
settling  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with  the 
individual  States,"  was  read  the  third  lime. 

Resolved,  Thatthisbillpass;  thatthetitlethere- 
of  be  "  An  act  in  addition  Co,  and  alteration  of,  an 
entitled  '  An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited 
for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United  Stales  with 
the  individual  States;'"  that  it  be  engrossed,  and 
that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  therein. 

Monday,  December  17. 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  made  April  the  5th,  1793  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Weights  and  Measures,  together  with  the 
motion  made  thereon  the  6lh  instant. 

was  made  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion thereof,  and  to 

"  AesoAw,  That  the  preseat  meaauies  of  length  be  re- 
tained and  fixed  by  an  uiviriabte  standard ;  that  the 
oTsur&ce  remain  aa  they  are,  end  be  invaria- 
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ble  also  u  the  meaaurea  oT  leaslh  ^  which  th«y  ate  to 
lefoi ;  that  the  anil  of  capacitj,  now  so  eqiuTool,  be 
Mtlled  at  8  medium  and  GonTsnieat  lenn,  and  deSned 
by  the  ume  iDTuiable  meaaures  of  length,  that  the  more 
known  temu  in  (he  two  kinds  ofneighta  be  retained, 
■ad  reduced  to  one  aeriea,  and  that  thej  be  referred  to 
a  definite  ma«  of  aome  aubctance,  the  specific  gravi^ 
of  which  never  changes ;  and  that  a  committee  be  »f- 
pointed  to  bring  in  a.  bill  accordingly:" 

And,  after  debate,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tiiai  the  coDsideration  of  this  motion 
be  deferred  uaiil  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseDtatives 
iiif(»ined  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bul,  entitled 
"  An  act  concerning  the  registering  and  recording 
(^  ships  or  vessels,"  eicept  to  their  ameDdment  to 
the  seventeenth  section,  to  which  they  disagree. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
lesolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  disa- 
greeing to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the 
seventeenth  section  of  the  bill  last  mentioned;  and 

Retdved,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendment  to  the  said  seventeentfa  section. 

TcESDAT,  December  18. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  made  yes- 
terday, to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee,  made  the  6th  of  April  last,  on 
the  subject  of  Weights  and  Measures,  with  the 
motion  of  the  6th  of  December  instant,  made  ihere- 
<Mi;  and  n^reed  toamentl  Ilic  motion  for  postpone- 
ment made  yesterday,  by  striking  out  these  words; 
"And  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill- accordingly." 

It  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  motion  made  yes- 
terday for  ^tponement,  and  to  take  up  the  fol- 
lowinginotioa : 

laf.  That  the  imits  of  Ihe  Meaaurea  and  Weighta  of 
the  United  Stales  ahall  be  equal  to  certain  Meaaure. 
and  Weights  now  in  use. 

3d.  That  the  standard  for  the  Measuree  and  WeigbU 
of  the  United  Sutes  be  an  uniform  I7lindrical  rod  of 
metal,  of  audi  length  aa  in  the  latrtnde  of  forty.five  de- 
grwia,  in  the  level  of  Ihe  ocean,  and  m  a  cellar  of  uni- 
Kmn  natural  tempentnre.  aball  perform  its  vibrations  in 
■mall  and  equal  area  in  one  Hieond  of  time,  and  which 
■tandard  rod  aball  be  divided  inio  four  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  eqoal  patta. 

3d-  That  the  unit  of  Mewires  of  length  ahall  be 
ot,  which  shall  be  oqual  in  length  lo  one  hnndnsd  parts 
of  the  aforesaid  standard  rod. 

That  siity-aix  feet  shall  be  a  chain,  and  eigh^  cheina 

4tb.  That  Measures  of  surikea  be  made  byaquareaof 

the  measures  of  length;  but  in  the  case  of  landthe  unit 
alull  be  an  acre,  which  shall  contain  Ibity-three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  sixty  aquare  feet,  or  shall  b 
chains  in  length  and  one  in  breadth. 

Gth.  That  the  unit  of  the  Meaauiea  of  capacity  shsll 
be  a  bushel,  which  ahall  be  one  foot  square,  and  one  foot 
and  twenty-five  cents  of  a  foot  deep,  and  shall  CO 
one  cubic  foot  and  a  quarter. 

6th.  That  the  unit  of  Weights  shall  be  a  poand,  which 
shall  be  equal  to  the  pound  Avoirdupois,  now  in  use, 
and  ahall  be  eqoal  in  weight  to  a  quantity  of  rain  water, 


the  United  States  shall  be  divided  into  centa  or  hun- 
dredth parts,  and  where  necessary  into  milts  or  thou- 
aandth  parts,  and  in  ^e  case  of  Weights  the  mill  shall 
be  divided  inIo  seven  grains,  oqual  lo  seven  grains  Troy. 
Ordered,  Thai  the  motion  for  postponement 
made  yesterday,  as  amended,  together  with  the 
last  made,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  RoTBEB- 
FDRD, Monroe, IZAHD, Ellsworth, and  Lanqoon, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

WEnNEBDAY,  December  19. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Smate  a 
Letter  frorh  the  Secretary  ofWar,eiiclosingcopies 
of  letters  from  General  Wilkinson,  Major  Adair, 
and  others,  on  Indisn  affairs,  which  were  read. 

Orderedj  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  James  Wibon  and  others,  in  be- 
half of  the  Illinois  and  Onabache  Land  Company, 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  on  the  report  of  a 
committee  made  to  the  Senate  the  11th  of  April, 
1793,  on  a  former  petition,  was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  this  petition 
be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  the  31st  in- 

TnuBaiiAY,  December  20, 

,  from  the  committee  aj^inted 
for  thai  purpose,  repotted  a  bill  respecting  fugi- 
tives from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  tne 
rvice  of  their  masters;  which  was  read  the  first 
ne,  and  ordered  to  pass  lo  the  second  reading. 

Friday,  December21. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  respectmg  fugitives  from  justice,  and  per- 
sons escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters; 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  c<«sideralion  there- 
of be  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  thai  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  appointed  a  joint  committee  on  their 
part  for  enrolled  bills,  and  desire  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  for  that  purpose  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  look  into  consideration  the  message 
above-mentioned  i  and  ordered  that  Mr.  Brown 
be  of  the  committee  on  their  pari,  for  the  pur- 
poses expressed  therein. 

Mo  N  OAT,  December  24. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Seiwte 
resumed  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  respecting 
fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters ;  and^  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  ihe  further  consideraiion  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War.  enclosing  the 
copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  OoTCnior  of  Georgia. 
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tc^ether  with  b  deposition  respectioe  some  recent 
and  cruel  murders  of  a  number  of  tae  citizens  of 
thai  Stale  by  the  Cherokee  ludiansj  which  were 
lead,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

WednSsdaV,  December  20. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
escaping  from  the  service  of  iheir  masters;  and, 
after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
further  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  Houae  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atiTes  have  passed  a  bilij  entitled  "An  act  for  en- 
rolling and  liceneing  ships  or  Teasels,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  Tot 
regulating  the  same;"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concuirence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  tima,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Thcrsdav,  December  27. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Mou^  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  enrolling  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels  lo  be  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the 
same;"  and 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof 
be  p08l|)oned. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  rfladiog  of  the 
bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
escaping  from  the  service  of  theit  masters;"  and, 
after  debate, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  thereof  to  the 
sion  of  Congress. 

Friimy,  December  38. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respecting  fngitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters;  and 
the  motion  yesterday  made  thereon,  to  wit :  "  That 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress;"  wsa  pas^ 
the  Bwatire. 

OrMred,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted,  and 
that  Messrs.  Tavlob  and  Shebham  be  added  to 
the  committee,  who  are  instmcted  to  consider  the 
subject  generally,  and  report  thereon. 


Letter  from  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  Toulouse, 
in  the  Department  of  Garonne,  in  Fiance;  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  carry  this  l>etter 
to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  eonoider- 
Btion  of  the  peiition  of  James  Wilson  and  others 
on  behalf  of  the  Illinois  and  Onabaehe  Land  Com- 
pany, was  resumed. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  lo  this  day  fortnuht. 

Pbebcdeht  laid  before  the  Senate* 


"fs^rci 


MoNOA7,  December  31, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
eoncurrencej  entitled  "An  act  for  enrolling  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the 
same;"  and 

Ordered  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot, 
MoBRis,  BRAnLSV,  Lanodon.  and  Monroe,  to 
consider  generally,  and  report  thereon. 

The  Vice  PBEeiDEMT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  | 


tition  presented  lo  a  former  Congress  lor  ci 
sation;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lo  as- 
certain the  fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the 
District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  oUter 
purposes;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ord^ed 
that  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

ToBSOAV,  January  1, 1793. 

The  ViCK  PBBBinENT  laid  before  the  Senate  tbe 
memorial  of  D.  L.  Morel,  accompanied  wiA  a 
project  for  applying  oars  to  vesseb  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  Uey  he  on  the  table. 

The  hill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTe* 
for  concurreiice,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  the 
fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  the  21st  of  November,  to  take  the  Judici- 
ary system  into  consideration,  who  are  instrtKted 
also  to  consider  this  hilt,  and  to  report  thereon. 

Weonebdat,  January  S. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Rejpre- 
sentatives  have  passed  the  following  bills,  in  which 
they  respectively  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate :  A  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the 
settlement  of  the  aocounts  of  Lewis  Garanget,  for 
military  services  during  the  late  w«r ;"  a  bill  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  enticed  '  An  act 
establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  ot 
the  United  States,'  so  far  as  respects  the  minage 
of  copper ;"  and  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  allowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered 
to  be  paid  by  (he  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  28th 
of  September,  1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  per- 
-nns  therein  named." 

The  trill  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Garanger  for 
military  services  during  the  late  war,"  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled '  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating 
of  the  United  States,'  so  far  as  reapects 
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the  coinage  of  copper,"  was  Tcad  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  readioA- 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  proride  tor  the  al- 
lowance of  inieresi  on  the  nnn  ordered  to  be  paid 
by  the  resoWe  of  Congress  of  the  28th  of  SepteiD' 
ber,  1780,  aa  an  indemnity  to  the  persons  herein 
named,"  was  read  the  first  time,  &nd  ordered  to 
pasB  to  the  second  reading. 

Tbubhdat,  Janoary  3. 

The  bill  sent  firom  the  House  of  Represeut- 
atives  for  coacunence  entitled  "  An  act  to  aiaend 
an  act  entitled 'An  act  establishiiur  a  Mint,  and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  Stale*,'  so  &r 
as  respects  the  coinage  of  copper,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Ais  bill  be  r^rred  to  Messrs. 
MoBBiB,  Cabot,  and  JoBNBTON,to  conaider  gene- 
laUy,  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repceseat- 
atives  for  concurcenoe  eiuitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  allowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered 
to  be  paid  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  28th 
of  Septendter,  1785,  as  a»  indetunily  to  the  per- 
sons therein  named,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordend,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Stbonq,  SaEUiAjr,  vaA  KiHO,  to  ccosider  g«ne- 
TsUy,  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepreseat- 
atives  for  concurrence  entitled  "  An  act  to  authoi' 
ize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Oa- 
laagei,  for  military  services  during  the  late  war," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  petition  of  the  Kiid  Lewis  Garanger,  and 
sundry  papers  thereto  referring,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Lewis 
Qaranger  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  last  mentioned  pass  to 
the  third  reading. 

Mr.  JoBttaroN,  from  the  committee  on  the  bill 
Eespecting  fugitives  from  Justiee,  and  persons  es- 
caping from  the  service  oftbeir  mtMer^  r^nrled 
amendmenLo ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed  for  the  nse 
oS  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  take  the  Judiciary  system  into  consideration, 
reported  a  bill  on  that  subject;  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  (o  pass  to  the  second 
reading. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  Se- 
nate adopt  the  following  resolutions,  to  wit : 

"  Amo/m(J,  That  ths  Senate  of  the  United  Statu  are 
individuBlI;  regpoiuLble  tbi  theii  omduct  to  lli«ir  con- 
stituents, who  aje  entitled  (o  such  infinmalion  h  will 
enable  them  to  form  s  Just  eitimate  tbereo£ 

"  Ruohed,  That  the  Journals  ue  too  voluminoue 
and  expenaiTe  to  dicnlate  generall; ;  and,  if  it  were 
olheralae,  that  the  infiumation  they  contain,  as  to  the 
"^     iptet,  motive*,  and  designs  of  individual  members, 


ptmdptet,] 


"  Retihtd,  That  this  infcnnation,  d 


e  nugatory  and  dehiaivs,  in  proportion  ae 
the  occBikm  for  it  increaMa,  since  the  Senate  make  their 
own  JoDinals. 


t  of  Ihe  Leaidative 
■a  puUlc,  and  nSht- 
snd  deljberatiinu  to 


nttaniltag,  the  infloenee  of  tfasir  <c 
brand)  of  the  liegklati)re,ia  a  great  meaaata,  annihi' 
lated,  Kid  the  biat  secnri^  which  esperieaee  haa  de- 
Tised  against  the  abase  of  ppvar  and  a  taat-adHiBWtn- 
tion  abandoned. 

'•  JUtoUtdithirtfiirt,  That  it  be  a  standing  role  that 
the  doori  at  the  Senate  Cbandxr  remain  ^paii  whilst 
die  Senate  shall  be  sitting  in  a  LuislaCive  and  Jndica- 
tiTB  capacity,  except  on  snch  occaaums  as,  in  their  jodg* 
ntentitnayrequireMaMaytaadAat  this  role  shalloons 
mence  and  be  in  force  OB  die  &aX  day  of  the  next  aea- 


tbe  ComtiuMionera  of  the  dty  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia to  cause  a  proper  gsllerv  to  be  Reeled  fi)r  the  ac- 
commodation of  an  audience. 

On  motion  that  the  resolves  now  proposed  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table,  and  that 
(he  consideration  thereof  be  the  order  of  the  day 
for  ihe  first  Monday  in  Febnu^y  next. 

Fbidat,  January  4. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
escaping  from  the  service  of  their  mas(era,andthe 
report  of  the  committee  thereon  ;  and,  aAer  debate, 
the  consideration  thereof  was  further  posq^Mned. 

The  Senate  proceeded  lo  the  second  reading  of 
the  biQ  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States^' 
and.  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  imtil  Monday  next. 

MoNoar,  January  7. 
On  motion,  at  the  request  of  D.  L.  Morel, 
Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 

memorial. 

The  Vice  pREaii>ENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  conr 
fidential  communications  from  the  Pbesident  or 
THE  United  States,  respecting  Indian  Affairs ; 
which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bijl  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  Slates ;" 
which,  having  been  amended, 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Rep'esent- 
atives  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  per- 
sons who  were  killed  by  Indians,  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  flags  of  truce ;"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
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The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  bilt  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  per- 
sons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,  be 
further  postponed. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
jeferred  the  bilt  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  allowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered  to 
be  paid  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  28lh  of: 
September,  1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  persons 
therein  named,"  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

TnBBDAT,  January  8. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represenia- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons  who 
were  killed  by  Indians  under  the  sanction  of  flags 
of  truce,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  papers  brought  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, respecting  the  persons  mentioned  in  the 
said  bill,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Eetolved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  "An  act  in 
addition  to  the  act  entitled.  'An  act  to  establish  the 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  Slates.'  " 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting  fugi- 
tives from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  tne 
service  of  their  masters,  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  allowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered 
to  be  paid  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  2Sth 
nf  September,  1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  per- 
tons  tnerein  named."  wss  read  the  third  time. 

Reaolved,  That  tliis  bill  pass. 

WEnMEsnAY,  January  9. 

Ordered,  That  the  hill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled,  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  cer- 
tain persons  who  w^ie  killed  by  Indians,  under 
the  sanction  of  flags  of  truce,''  be  referred  to 
Messrs.  Kino,  SHe((MAN,and  Poster,  to  consider 
generallv,  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act\o 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  establishing  a  Mint, 
and  regulattng-the  coins  of  the  United  Slates,  so 
far  as  respects  the  coinage  of  copper,'  "  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  rule  be  dispensed  with, 
far  as  that  this  bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill,  and  strike  o 
"eight pennyweights  and  sixteen  grains,"  and 
insert,  in  place  of  those  words,  "  two  hundred  and 


■  peo- 
thoee 


eight  grains ;"  to  strike  out  the  words  "  four 
nyweights  and  eight,"  and  iaserl,in  pli 
words,  "  one  hundred  and  four." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1793 ;"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 

res  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  1793,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Tbdrsoay,  January  10. 
message  from  the  House  informed  the  Se- 
j  that  the  House  of  Representatives  concur  in 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'Anact  establishingaMint, 
and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,  so 
Tar  as  respects  the  coinage  of  copper.'  " 

The  hill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
ives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making 

Spropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
;  year  1793,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  relerred  to  Messrs.  Iiiako, 
Strono,  and  Tavlob,  to  consider  generally,  and 
report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  ReptesenlativeE 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions ;"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Frioav,  January  11. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  regn- 
late  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellsworth,  Strono,  Sberuan,  Hawkins,  and 
King,  to  consider  generally,  and  report  thereon. 

Monday,  January  14. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  respecting  fu- 
gitives from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  the 
service  of  their  masters;  and,  after  progress. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
further  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  memo- 
rial of  James  Wilson  and  others,  on  behalf  of  the 
Illinois  and  Ouabache  Land  Company,  be  further 
postponed. 

TiieaDAY,  January  15. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

report  of  the  committtee  on  the  bill  respecting 

fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from 
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the  seince  of  their  masters,  and  the  ameDdmeats 
proposed;  aad,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  considaratioD  thereof  be  fur- 
ther postponed. 

A  message  from,  the  House  of  Representatives 
infoimed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  abill  entitled  "As  act  rela- 
tive to  claims  against  the  United  States  Dot  barred 
bv  any  act  of  liinitatioii,and  which  have  not  been 
already  adjusted;"  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

This  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Izarh,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concunence,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hmtdred  and  ninety-three,"  reported  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Butler,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bbadley, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lay  before  the  Senate  the  account  of  the  United 
States  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  speci- 
fying the  precise  sums,  with  the  dates  of  the  debits 
and  credits,  from  the  institution  of  the  Bank  to  the 
day  the  return  is  made.  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  also  lay  before  the  Senate  an  ac- 
count of  the  sarpluB  of  revenue  appropriated  to 
the  purchase  of  the  PuUic  Debt,  to  the  same  pe- 
Tiod,  specifybf  the  sums  and  dates.  That  he  lay 
before  the  Senate  a  stat«aent  of  the  money  bor- 
rowed by  virtue  of  the  lawpasaed  August  4, 1790, 
with  the  appropriation  of  the  amount,  and  the 
precise  dates.  That  he  lay  before  the  Senate  the 
amount  and  apt^ication  of  the  aioney  borrowed 
by  virtue  of  the  law  of  August  12,  1790 ;  and  that 
he  also  lay  before  the  Senate  an  account  exhibit- 
ing the  probable  surplus  and  unappropriated  reve- 
nue of  the  year  17£Q,  stating,  as  tor  as  poiaible, 
the  dates  and  the  sums. 

Weunebdav,  January  16. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  claims 

Tinst  the  United  States  not  barred  by  any  act 
Limitation,  and  which  have  not  been  already 
adjusted ;"  and, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  does  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resiuned  tne  consideration,  of  the 

report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  respecting 


...  .__  r  masters,  aiul  the 

proposed;    and,  after  progress,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


I,  January  17. 
Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence  entitled  "  An  act 
relative  to  claims  against  the  United  States  not 
barred  by  any  acr  of  limitation,  and  which  have 
not  been  alr«u]y  adjusted,"  be  referred  to  Messrs. 


Hawkins,  Kino,  and  STnoNo,  to  consider  gene- 
rally, and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  respecting 
fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters ,  and,  having  amended 
the  report,  it  was  adopted,  and  agreed  that  the 
bill  be  amended  accordmgly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 


Friday,  January  18. 
The  Vice  Prebioent  laid  before  the  Senate  the 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made 
conformably  to  the  order  of  the  15th  of  January 
instant,  witn  sundry  papers  enclosed ;  which  were 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 
A  motion  was  made  that  it  be 


prMBnt  balance  on  hauil ;  and  H  wu  agtead  that  IhU 
uolioa  be  pMtponvd  nntU  Mondajr  next" 

A  message  from,  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  and  to  amend 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  providing  the  means  of 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations ;'  "  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  determining 
the  Northern  boundary  of  the  territory  ceded  to 
the  United  States  bv  the  State  of  North  Carolina;" 
and  a  bill  entitled  ''  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  ^'  to  which  seve- 
ral bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  severally 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  that  they  severally 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice  and 
persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters 
was  read  the  third  time;  and,  being  further 
amended,  on  a  motion  to  strike  out  "five  hundred 
dollars,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  a  less  sum, 
in  section  4th,  the  penally  on  "any  person  who 
shall  knowingly  and  willingly  obstruct  or  hinder 
such  claimant,  his  agent,  or  attorney,  in  so  seizins 
or  arresting  such  fugitive  from  labor,  or  shaD 
rescue  such  fueitive  from  such  claimant,  his  agent, 
or  attorney,  when  so  arrested,  pursuant  to  the  au- 
thority herein  given  or  declared,  or  shall  harbor 
or  conceal  such  person,  afrer  notice  that  he  or  she 
was  a  fugitive  from  labor  as  aforesaid ;"  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Reaolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  en- 
grt^ed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  re- 
^tectingfngitivea  from  justice  and  persons  escaping 
from  the  service  of  their  masters." 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate 
the  claims  to  invalid  pensions,"  reported  the  bill, 
with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
,  postponed. 


L.,yM....:,Cioovile 
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MoiTBAT,  J&iraaiy  SI. 

The  Vice  Psbbident  laid  before  the  Sinatt 
a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  accompany- 
in?  his  report  on  the  petition  of  Lewis  Garanger; 
which  were  read ;  and, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  settlemeot  of  the  accountE  of 
Lewis  Gaianger,  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war,"  tofether  with  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary thereon,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Sbbrhah. 
Hawkins,  and  Brown,  to  c(mBideT  generally. 

Ordered  That  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representativee  for  con- 
currence entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force, 
for  a  limited  lime,  and  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
'An  act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,' "  be 
postponed. 

Tne  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Reprejentativea 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  determining 
the  Northern  boundary  of  Ihe  territory  ceded  to 
the  United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  biD  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Rdtrerpitrd,  Hawkins,  and  Strono,  to  consider 
generally  and  report  thereon. 

Thebiusent  from  the  House  of  Representati  VI 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  tra< 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes^'  was  read 
Ihe  second 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellsworth,  Bdrb,  Monroe,  Bbadli!t,  and 
Sthono,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  motion  made  on  the  18th  instant,  for 
order  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was,  by 
consent  of  the  Senate,  withdrawn. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  it 

"Ordered,  Tint  the  8ecret«iy  of  thBTreMnryUy  be- 
fore the  Senate  ■  general  account,  eiMbiting  the  amount 
of  «Q  the  public  ftmdB  and  maaoyi  (louu  included)  up 
to  the  end  of  last  year,  and  nhat  remains  of  each  ap- 
propriation, either  in  cash,  bonds,  certificatea,  or  other 
■ecnritieg,  and  stating  nhere  the  balances  are  deponted. 


laws  of  the  4tfa  and  IStfa  of  Angoat,  17M,  and  thi 
giUBl  commDnicatioiis  from  the  Pnblie  Cominiukonen 
fai  HoUand,  stating  the  difficnhlei  of  maldnK  separate 


Jukoary,  ITSS.  That  lie  panicalarij  stale  Ihe  amount 
which  has  bean  drawn  into  the  United  States,  of  the 
'  moneys  bomnved  in  Europe,  under  the  acts  of  the  4th 
and  ISlhofAnguat,  1790,  Uie  purposes  foi  which  drann, 
how  any  part  thereof  hath  been  applied,  with  the  bdance 
now  on  hand,  and  where  deposited." 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  it  he 

"  Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Uy 
beftiTo  the  Sensle  an  aeeoupt  of  Ibe  binds  under  their 
directian.  Mating  qwdally  the  reasons  of  their  procoMl- 
ings,  the  nirpliwies  now  on  hand,  omd  where  deposted." 

Ordered,  That  thb  motion  iie  on  the  taT>!e. 
_  The  Sraale  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
biU  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  { 


concurreiwe,  entided  "  An  act  maktef;  approina- 
tions  for  the  support  of  Oovernment  lor  tte  year 
1793;"  and,  alter  progreas,  the  fwthef  ctoinaer*- 
tion  thereof  was  postponed. 

Mr.HoHKOfi  notified  the  Senate,  that  he  dionid, 
to^notrow,  more  for  leare  to  bring  in  "A  bill  u 
exidaitt  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  en- 
able the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line, 
on  Contineniat  estaUishmnit,  to  obtain  titles  to 
certain  lands  lying  Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio, 
between  the  Little  Miamis  and  Sciota.'" 

Tdesoat,  January  S2. 

The  petitions  of  Theodosius  Chartier,  Jean  Bap- 
tiste  Laporte^  and  others,  for  compensation  nt 
military  services  during  the  late  war,  were  seve- 
rally read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Secre- 
lary  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  irom  the  House  of  Represeotatives  &a 
concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  for  Uie  year 
1793;"  and,  after  progress,  the  consideration  there- 
of was  fUrther  postponed. 

Wgonksoat,  January  33. 

James  Quiin,  ftora  the  Stale  of  Qeorgia,  at- 
tended, and  took  his  seat. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
hill  aent  fVom  the  House  of  Representatives  fca 
coBcnneuce,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tioDS  for  the  einmut  of  Government  for  tne  year 
1793." 

It  was  agreed  that  the  consideration  of  this  hill 
be  liirther  postponed,  for  ibe  purpose  of  taking  into 
considNatioD  the  motion  made  cm  the  Slst  iBatanl, 
for  an  order  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tmsuty. 

It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  first  Daragrafh  of 
the  motion,  and  to  subjoin  these  words:  "as  far  as 
the  same  can  at  present  be  done."  Aim!  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  motion  being  also,  by  consent  of 
the  Senate,  withdrawn,  to  will 

"  That  he  also  Is;  before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the 

wen  andei  ^thitt  he  negotiated  the  loans  niade  un- 

r  the  laws  of  &e  4th  and  13th  of  Aqgnst,  1T90,  and 
(he  original  oommunicattons  frgm  Ae  Piridic  Oommia- 

■epuBte  louu  under  the  said  acts,  as  mentioned  in  hw 
letter  of  Januuy,  17S3  :"— it  wm 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lay  before  the  Senate  a  general  accoimi,  exhibit- 
ing the  amount  of  all  the  public  funds  and  moneys 
(loans  included)  up  to  tne  end  of  the  last  year, 
and  what  remains  of  each  appTopriation,  eith«r 
in  cash,  bonds,  certificates,  or  otner  Becuritiea^  and 
stating  where  the  balances  are  deposited,  as  ur  as 
be  same  can  at  present  be  done.  That  he  parti- 
cularly state  the  amount  which  has  been  drawn 
into  tne  United  States,  of  the  moneys  borrowed 
in  Eiirc^,  under  the  acts  of  the  4lh  and  13th  of 
August,  1790,  the  purposes  for  which  drawn,  how 
any  part  thereof  halh  been  applied,  with  the  bal- 
ance now  on  hand,  and  where  deposited. 
The  cooaidention  of  the  motion  made  on  the 
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21st  instant,  for  an  order  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Siiiking  Fund,  was  resnmed ;  and  it  was  agreed 
to  atr^e  oat  of  the  order  these  worda;  "specify 
th«  reasons  of  their  proceedings." 

A  moiioD  w«s  made  and  secMided,  to  stibioin 
the  foUowing  vords  to  the  order:  "together  with 
the  journal  of  their  proceeding  in  the  execution 
of  their  trust:"  which  passed  m  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  order  as  amend- 
ed, it  passed  in  the  negatiye. 

Raolved,  Thatthe  Presideniof  the  United  atates 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  8enate,«opiea  of  the 
powers  given  by  him  for  the  neeoti^ion  of  the 
loans  aothorized  by  the  laws  of  the  4th  Bad  IStfa 
vf  Attest,  1790,  and  of  the  communications  from 
the  Public  Commissi onerE  in  Holland. 

Thursday,  Jannary  34. 

The  petition  of  Lachlan  M'lntosh,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  the  officers  aod  soldiers  of  the  Geor- 
gia line  of  the  Continental  Army,  for  further 
compensation  for  military  service  auriog  the  ^te 
war,  -was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Vice  Pbesident  laid  before  the  Senate  .. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating 
"  that  an  order,  which  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
setitatiTes  yesterday,  teoders  it  necessary  that  he 
should  have  recomse  to  the  Treasurer's  Bank 
ImokB,  and  the  aci^ounts  of  the  several  offices  of 
discount  and  deposite,  that  were  lately  transmit- 
ted to  the  Senate." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  re- 
turn the  papers  above  mentioned  to  the  Secretary 
oS  the  Treasury. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  coacurrence,  entitled 
"An  act  malting  apprapriatjons  for  the  sm^toit  of 
Oovenunent  for  the  year  1793,"  was  resumed  i 
and.  after  debate,  the  consideration  thereof  was 
further  postponed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represeotativ 
for  concurrencej  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
force  for  a  limited  time,  and  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  providing  the  means  of  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations,'"  was  read  the  second  lime;  and,  ai^r 
debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions)" 
and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned. 

pRtoAY,  January  35. 

The  Vice  PsESKtEHT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales, 
with  his  account  of  expenditures  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  to  the  31s(  t^  December,  1793; 
which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  Uble. 

The  memorial  of  FrawisDe  Bretigney,foi  com- 


pensation for  military  service  during  the  late  war, 
was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  refaned  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  to  exaMune  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Seute. 

Mr.  MoMROB  obtained  leave  to  brin^  ia  a  bill, 
agreeably  to  his  notification  of  the  21st  instant. 

Monday,  January  36. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
Pbesident  op  the  United  Stiteb  : 
Gattlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

oftheHoiueiff  Bepretentaluet: 

Since  mj  lut  conuuimiotion  to  jou,  on  the  mtgect 
of  the  rerenne  on  dirtHM  ■pitita,  it  hu  been  foimd  n»- 
cMMiy,  on  eiperiuioe,toreTiM  ud  aiBeiidtha  Hnnge- 
ment*  relative  thereto,  in  regard  to  oestain  mirre;*,  and 
the  offieen  thcmc^  in  the  diMlKt  of  Nottk  CunlhM; 
nhlch  I  fasre  dme  aaeonliD^;,  in  the  maaner  foilov- 
ins: 

laL  Tlie  MTenla)HiitieRorthe»iddiBliiittongiDaU]' 
and  herstotbie  contained  within  the  first,  aecraid,  and 
third  aajTe;B,  have  beau  alloUed  into,  and  are  now  con- 
tained in,  two  aurreja;  one  of  which  (^a  be  hereafter 
deaominated  the  first)  comprehendB  the  town  of  Wil' 
mington,  and  the  counties  of  Onetoiv,  Hev  Hanover, 
BninawiclL,  Robertson,  Sampson,  Craven,  Jones,  Lenoi, 
Glsscon,  Johnston,  and  Wayne ;  and  the  other  of 
which  fto  be  hereafter  denominsted  the  second)  com- 
prehends the  counties  of  Cnrrituck,  Camden,  Psaquo- 
lank,  Perquimans,  Chowan,  Gatea,  Hartford,  Tyrrd, 
Bertie,  Carteret,  Hyde,  Beaofoit,  and  Pitt. 

Mtj.  Tit6  aeveral  counties  of  the  aaid  dlatriol  origi- 
itaHr  and  heretofwe  eontained  within  die  fifth  ata^ 
of  ttu  district  aforesaid,  has  been  aUotted  into  and  la 
coatained  in  two  a^rr^a,  one  of  which  (to  be  hereaAei 
denwninated  the  third)  comtariiende  the  eouDttoa  of 
Mecklenburg,  Rowan,  Iredell,  Monlgomeiv,  Gnilfoid, 
Rockingham,  Stokee,  and  Surrey ;  and  ue  other  of 
which  (to  be  heieafler  denominated  the  fifth)  compre- 
benda  Uie  counties  of  Lincoln,  Rutherford,  Bnike,  Bun< 
combe,  and  Wibea. 

adly.  The  duties  of  inspector  of  the  rerenne,  in  and 
for  the  third  anrvej,  as  constituted  above,  ia  to  be  per* 
ibrmed,  for  the  present,  by  the  aupeniaor. 

ithly.  Tbecompenaationaof  theioapectoraftfaeTeve- 
nae  for  the  first  survey,  ax  above  constituted,  are  to  be 
a  salary  of  two  hondred  and  fifty  dollara  per  annum, 
and  commissions  and  other  emoluments  similar  to  those 
heretofore  allowed  to  the  inspector  of  the  late  first  edt- 
vey,  as  it  was  originally  constituted, 

6^y.  Thecompemationsof  the  inapeetoT  of  die  reve- 
nue for  the  aeeond  surrey,  as  above  constituted,  are  to 
be  a  salary  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  aimum,  and  com- 
mieeiona  and  other  emohnnents  hartrtofere  allowed  to  the 
inspector  of  the  late  third.aurvay,  asitwaa  originally 
constitnted. 

6thly.  'niecompenaatiDiisofAeinapeclaTofiinreve- 

le  for  the  fifth  anivey,  aa  above  ooaatitated,  an  b>  be 
aaaluyof  one  hundred  and  twea^dcdlan  per  anntun, 
•nd  the  eDumiaaans  and  other  emoluments,  aunilai  to 
thoM  heretofore  allowed  to  the  inspector  of  th«  late  .fiilh 
surrey,  aa  it  was  originally  constituted. 

G.  WASHINOTOH. 

Uxixan  8t*t»s,  Jannary  S3,  1793, 

Orderad,  That  this  Message  lie  for  contideni' 


.o.oyGoogle 
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Genlhmtn  of  Ihe  Senate,  and 

of  Ihe  Houte  of  Stprettnialiett  ; 

I  la;  befoie  you  ta  official  aUleniant  of  the  expendi- 
ture to  the  year  17&S,  froiD  the  sum  of  ten  thotuand 
dolltn  granted  to  de&a;  the  contingent  «ipeD*ei  of 
Government,  by  ta  act  piawd  on  the  SGth  of  Much, 
1790. 

Alao,  en  ■batrsct  of  a  auppleinentajry  anangement 
made  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina,  in  regard  to 
certain  nirveys,  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  Ian 
laying  a  du^  on  distilled  apiiit*. 

G.  WA8HIMGT0N. 

UHmD  Statu,  January  26,  1793. 

Ordered,  That  this  Meaeage  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  second  leadiit^  of  the  bill,  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concDrrence,  entitled 
"  An  act  maKing  appropriations  ror  the  support  i' 
Government  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  huu 
dred  and  ninety-ifaiee,"  was  further  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Ihe 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  bili 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  Invalid  Pensions;"  and,  having  adopted  them,  it 
was  asreed  that  the  bill  be  amended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  mesikage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize a  loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes  of  such 
Stales  as  shall  have  balances  due  to  them  upon 
a  final  settlemeoi  of  accounts  with  the  United 
States;"  in  which  they  desire  the  conctirrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  lime,  and  oidei«d 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Tdebhat,  January  89. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatii 
for  concurrence^  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a 
loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes  of  such  States  as 
shall  have  balances  due  to  them,  upon  a  final  set- 
tlement of  accounts  with  the  United  Stales,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  en- 
rolling and  licensing  snips  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regulatingthe  same,"  reported  the  bill  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrencej  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 


appointed  the  13tb  of  December  la«t,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Weights  and  Measures. 


Wed  HE  en  AY,  January  30. 

The  Vice  PacaiDBNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  Monsieur  Le  Brunn,  respecting  cer- 
tain arrearages  said  to  be  due  for  military  service* 

his  late  brother;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  Letter  be  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives, 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill,  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "  An  act  for  enrolling  and  liceosiDg 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coastiiuF 
trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same," 
was  taken  into  consideration  and  adopted;  and, 
after  progress  in  the  second  reading  of  the  bill, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senaletbat  the  Houseof  Represent- 
atives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  red- 
ialing Foreign  Coins.and  for  other  purposes,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  desire  tne  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  proposed  to  the  last  mentioned 
bill  were  read, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

TiinHeDAV,  January  31. 

The  petition  of  a  number  of  the  ship  owners  and 
masters,  insurers  and  traders  of  the  town  of  Ports- 
mouth, in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  was  read, 
slating  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light-house, 
and  placing  buoys  and  beacons  at  the  entrance  of 
the  river  leading  to  the  said  town. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating 
Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 

Retolved,  That  they  concur  therein,  with  an 
amendment  to  their  last  amendment,  to  wit:  strike 
out  the  words  'be  made,'  and  insert  '  commence,' 
so  that  the  clause  be  read  as  follows : 

"  And  be  it  further  tnaclcd.  That  the  aany,  provided 
to  be  made  by  Ihe  act,  entitled  '  An  act  eatabliahing  a 
Mint,  and  regnUling  the  coins  of  the  United  States,' 
■hall  commence,  in  the  manner  ta  by  the  said  act  is 
proscribed,  on  the  second  Monday  of  Febmuy,  aann- 
ally;  an;  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contraiy  notwith- 
standing.' " 

Mr.  BaAnLBV  notified  the  Senate  that  be  should 
lo-morrow  request  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for 
altering  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Court  in  the  district  of  Vermont." 

Mr.  MoNBOE,  agreeably  to  leave  obtained  the 
25th  instant,  brought  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Vir^nia  line,  on  Continental  esta- 
blishment, to  obiBin  titles  to  certain  lands  lying 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Little 
Miamis  and  Sciota,"  which  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  readiuE. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
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House  of  Repiesen  la  lives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited 
time,  and  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  pro- 
viding ihemeans  of  intercourse  between  tke  United 
States  and  foreign  nations;"  was  resumed. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  lo  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for. 
concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  fcr  enrolling  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels^  to  be  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  re?ulaiing  the 
same ;"  and  having  further  amended  the  bill. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading,  and 
thai  it  be  tne  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next, 

Fhidat,  Febnuuy  1. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  and  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing  the 
means  of  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  oations'"  was  postponed. 

The  bin  to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virgfiaia  line,  on  Continental  establishment  to 
obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lyin^  Northwest  of  the 
rivei  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miamis  and  Sciota," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  becommittedto Messrs.  Read, 
Sherman,  and  Monbob,  to  consider  generally  and 
report  thereon. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Brad- 
ley Drought  in  a  hill,  for  altering  the  time  and 
place  of  holding  the  Circuit  Court  in  the  district 
of  Vermont ;"  which  was  read  the  Srst  time,  and 
ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative! 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  on 
their  last  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  acl 
regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes.'' 

MonDiAY,  February  4. 

RicHARn  Potts,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
appointed  in  place  of  Cbarlbb  Carroll,  resigned, 
produced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 

Jroceeded  to  consider  the  modou  made  the  3d  of 
anaary,  1793,  "  That  the  doors  of  the  Senate 
Chamber  remain  open  whilst  the  Senate  shall  be 
■itting  in  their  Legislative  and  Judiciary  capacity.'' 

On  motion  for  the  previous  question,  to  wit . 
Shall  the  question  be  now  put  on  the  following 
pretimiiiaiy  resolutions? 

Retohxd,  That  the  8«n>le  of  th«  Stales  are,  individa- 
•Uy,  r«aponnbl«  fi>r  their  condnet  to  their  cooatitDeDta, 
who  an  entitled  to  luch  inlbrmatioD  as  will  enable  them 
to  Gum  a  joat  eatimate  thereof: 

RaolMd,  That  the  jotmula  we  loo  volnninion*  and 
eipandTe  to  djcolile  genenllj ;  and,  if  it  wera  other- 
win,  that  the  inlbmaltan  they  conlaiii,  •«  to  the  prin- 
ciplec,  motiTes,  and  deaigna,  of  individaal  membna,  ia 
inadequate : 

Raoleed,  That  this  inJormation,  defective  aa  il  ia,  be- 
came* more  uogatory  and  deluaive,  in  proportion  aa  the 


caaion  for  it  increaseg,  since  the  Senate  make  their 

in  Journals : 

Saolved,  Thalthe  conductingofthe  LepalatiToand 
Jndieial  poirera  of  the  Senate  in  public,  and  aufiering  an 
account  of  their  meaenrta  and  deliberationa  to  be  pnb- 
liahed  in  the  newapapen,  ia  the  beat  meaiu  of  diffiudng 
•nceming  the  principlea,  motivea, 


vailing,  the  influence  of  their  c«n>titnent8  over  one 
branch  of  die  Lagidatuie  in  a  great  meaaure  annihilat- 
ed, and  the  best  aecuritj  which  experience  has  deviaed 
againat  the  abase  of  power  and  a  mal-adminiitratiim 

abandoned : 

passed  in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nays  91,  as 
follows : 

Y%i». — Menrs.  Burr,  Butler,  Edwards,  Gunn,  Mon- 
M,  Fotta,  and  Taylor.      . 

Niis-^Meteiii.  Baaaett,  Bradley,  Browii,  Cabot.  Dick- 
iron,  Ellaworlh,  Poster,  Hawkuii,  Ueniy,  Johnston, 
Izard,  King,  Iiangdon,  Moiiii,  Read,  Kobinson,  Kulher- 
fhrd,  Stanton,  Shennan,  Stnmg,  and  Wingate. 
And  on  motion  to  agree  to  the  main  question, 

Seaobitd,  thtr^ire.  That  it  be  a  standtng  rule,  that 
the  doon  of  the  Senate  Chamber  remain  open  whilst  the 
Senate  shall  be  sitting  in  a  Legislative  and  Judicative 
capacity,  except  on  such  occasionB  aa,  in  their  judgment, 

require  wcrecy;  and  that  this  rule  shall  commence 

be  in  force  on  the  first  da;  of  the  next  aeeuon  rf 
Congress. 

passed  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  18,  as 
follows : 

YiAB. — Meeani.  Brown,  Bnir.Butler,  Edwards,  Ounli, 
Bawkins,  King,  Monroe,  Potts,  and  Taylor. 

Naib. — Meaira.  Baaaett,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Dickinson, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Henir,  Johnston,  Iiard,  Langdon, 
Monia,  Bead,  Robinaon,  Kutberfiud,  Shennan,  Stanton, 
Strong,  and  Wingate. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  last  resolution 
moved  for  on  this  subject,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Sbekman,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  intoconsideration  the  bill  sent  from  tne  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Lewis  Qaranger,  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war,"  reported  a  state  of  facts.  Whereupon. 
the  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
reported  on,  and,  having  agreed  to  an  amendment, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  some,  and  disagree  to  other 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pen- 
sions;" and  that  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"  An  acl  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts ; 
and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  made  for  that  pur- 
pose i"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  in  the  ceitincates 
or  notes  of  such  Stales  as  shall  have  balances  due 
to  them  upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with 
the  United  States,"  was  resumed. 
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Q  to  agree  to  the  first  section  of  the 

Be  a  t»atttd  by  the  SeMtt  and  Houtt  of  Bepn- 
i^the  Vt^ed  Stata  of  Amenea,in  Ctmgreu 


[,  Thrt,  »ftor  the  tuwmnU  between  ^B  United 

eMtn  and  tbe  bdiiidual  autta  duU  be  finally  vtrttled, 
utd  tbe  bahiueB  pkoed  on  ^  booke  of  the  Trauuiy, 
pnnuant  to  the  act  entitled,  '  An  act  to  innvide  moie 
efloctnally  iar  the  aattlenient  «f  dw  aoeounta  between 
the  United  Aatee  and  tbe  indinbul  States,'  a  loan,  to 
the  aanount  of  Hht  bakacea  wlndi,  npon  anch  aettl*- 
ment,  AtU  be  fctrnd  doe  to  partionlar  State*,  inehiduis 
interest  theieon  to  the  end  of  the  preaent  jear,  shall  be 
opened  at  the  loan  offioM  within  snch  Stales,  leapect- 
iiely,  (o  the  extent,  in  each  State,  of  the  balance  which 
shftlj  be  found  doe  to  the  same,  to  oommence  on  the 
Ist  iay  of  January,  1794,  and  to  continue  open  ibi  the 
teim  of  >ix  montha,  and  no  longer :  Provided,  That  no 
Buch  loan  aball  be  opened  in  an;  State  without  the 
assent  of  the  Legitdatiue  thereof:" 


IViiB.— Messrs.  BsBBett,  Bradley,  Brown,  Butt,  But- 
lei,  Edwards,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Hemy,  Johnston,  Lang- 
don,  Monroe,  Potta,  Read,  Rohiiwan,  Taylor,  and  Win- 


gate. 


o  the  subsequent  secttODS 


Oti  motion  to  agj 
of  the  bill,  it  pa^d  in  the  negaii 

On  the  question,  Shalt  this  bill  j>3ss  to  the 
third  readingl  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordavd.  That  ihe  Secretary  acquainl  the 
House  of  RepresentBtives  that  the  Senate  do  not 
coDcor  in  passing  this  bill. 

TuE8i)Ay,  February  5. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions." 

Jtetolved,  That  they  insiat  on  their  anjend- 
ments,  desire  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses,  and  that  Messrs.  Kinq, 
Ellswortb,  and  Btrono,  be  managers  at  the 
conference,  on  tbe  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Rejire- 
sentatives  have  resolved,  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed, to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  to  ascertain  and  report  a 
mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Fbesidekt  and 
Vice  Pbebibent,  and  of  notifying  the  persons  who 
shall  be  elected  of  their  election ;  and  for  regulat- 
ing the  time,  place,  and  manner,  of  administering 
the  oath  of  omce  to  the  PaEsiDEHTi  and  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part. 

This  resolution  of  the  House  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
pcMtponed  tmtil  to-morrow. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in 
force  for  a)imited  time,  and  to  amend  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  provide  the  means  of  intercourse ' 


between  the  United  Stales  and  foreign  tuitions,' " 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Reaolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeatativet 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  respecting 
fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters,'*  withanameaotnent; 
in  whi(^  they   desire  the  concurrence  of  the 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repteseota.- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  promote 
the  progress  of  Useful  Arts,  and  to  repeat  the  act 
heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,"  was  read  tbe 
first  time,  and  ordered  that  it  pass  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  ves- 
sels to  be  employed  m  tbe  coasting  trade  and  fish- 
eries, and  for  regulating  the  same,"  was  furtha- 
postponed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment  of  tbe  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  entitled 
"An  act  respecting  fugitives  from  Justice,  and 
persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  mas- 
ters," and  agreed  to  the  amendment,  to  wit :  To 
strike  out  the  word  "  deemed,"  in  section  ficst 

Ordered,  That  the  SecrelarY  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatives  therewith. 

WEUNESnAT,  February  6. 

The  Vice  PREaioENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
two  Letters  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  pursuance  <^  the  order  of  the  23d  of 
January,  1T93,  with  sundry  papers  on  (he  subject 
of  the  said  orders ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  tie  for  consideration. 

A  messt^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
lentativBs  agree  to  the  proposed  conference  on  the 
iubject  of  disagreement  to  the  amendments  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  In- 
valid  Pensians,"  and  have  appointed  managers  at 
the  same  on  their  part;  that  tbey  have  puMd« 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  adjustment 
of  a  claim  of  Joseph  Henderson  against  the  Uni- 
ted States ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  antboriae 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  die  ac- 
count of  Thomas  Wishart,  late  a  Liec* -i  - 


Army  of  tbe  United  States  ;"  a  bilL  entitled  "An 
act  to  reimburse  Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh,  for 
expenses  incurred  in  coming  to  America,  to  join 
the  Army  of  the  United  States ,-"  also,  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  repeal  part  of  a  resolution  of  Con- 
^Hss  of  (he  39tb  of  August,  1788,  Eespecting  tbe 
inhabitants  of  Post  Saint  Vincents ;"  in  whioh  aa- 
veral  bills,  tbey  desire  tbe  ctaicurience  (rf  the 
Senate. 

These  bills  were  severally  read  tbe  finrt  tiaae, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolo- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed,  to  join  such  committee  as 
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may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate, 
report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Pbesi- 
DENT  and  Vice  Prgbident,  and  of  notifying  ibe 
persons  who  ghall  be  elected  of  their  election,  and 
for  legating  the  time,  place,  and  m 
administering  the  oath  of  office  to  the  Pi 

Itesolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  reso- 
lution, and  that  Messrs.  Kinq,  Izard,  and  Stbono, 
be  the  committee  on  the  part  ol  the  Senate. 

Mt.  Hawkins,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
ms  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
lelative  to  claims  njainst  the  United  State^  : 
barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  and  which  hj. 
Dot  been  already  adjusted,"  reported  the  bill  with 
«D  amendment,  which  was  adopted ;  and  the  bill 
was  amended  accordingly. 

Order^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Tbcisdat,  Febmary  7. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentaliTes 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  part 
of  a  resolation  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-ninth  of 
August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
ei^Qt,  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Post  Saint 
Vuicents,*'  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  fUriher  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  promote 
the  progress  of  UsdiilArts,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  he  referred  to  Messrs. 
Few,  Bradley,  and  JoHnaTON,  to  consider  gen- 
erally,  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiven  for  concurrence,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  en- 
rolliDg  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coastmg  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
reeylating  the  same,^'  was  read  the  third  time, 
an^  being  further  amended, 

Beaotved,  That  this  bill  rass  as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bradley,  Gchk,  and 
Few,  be  a  committee  to  report  "A  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled 'An  axt  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  good^  wares,  and  merchiwdise, 
imponed  into  the  Uuited  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels," ' 

The  petition  of  William  Scott,  late  a  Captain 
in  the  Massachusetts  line  of  the  Continental  Army, 
was  presented  and  read,  praying  for  an  adjustment 
of  his  claim  for  arrears  of  pension. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  wiUi- 
draw  his  petition. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
,   tives  for  concurrence,  entided"AD  act  to  reim- 
burse Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh  for  expenses 
incurred  incoming  to  America  to  join  the  Army 
of  the  United  States."  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered.  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellswortb,  aonn,  Shebhan.  Stbono,  and  Wim- 
oate,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa-  ' 


lives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle 
the  account  of  Tnomos  Wishart)!ale  a  Lieutenant 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entided  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  adjustment  of  a  claim  of  Jose[4i 
Henderson  against  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  last 
mentioned  committee,  to  consider  generally  and 
report  thereon. 


Onn 


B  appoinled  to  report  ■ 


should  lie  mitil 

The  bill,  seifl  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
ives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to 
:laims  against  the  United  States,  not  barred  by 
any  act  of  limitation,  and  which  have  not  been 
already  adjusted,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
amended,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  interest," 
"  balartces  entMed  in  the  books  of  the  Raster  of 
the  TreMury." 
Reeolvtd,  That  this  bUl  pan  aa  amended. 


Friday,  February  8. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
part  of  a  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-eight,  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Post 
Saiot  Vincents,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  hill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 

DTHERPOKD,  Brown,  and  Bradley,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
"  the  bill  for  alteriiig  the  time  and  place  of  hoItCng 
the  Circuit  Court  in  the  district  of  Vermont." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  coia- 

ittee  last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entided  "  An  act 
providing  compensation  to  the  Pbesident  and 
Vice  Phesident  op  the  United  States  ;!■  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  fimt  time, 
and  ordered  that  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  considnatioD  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, "that  a  comniittee  be  appointed  to  report  a 
bill  prescribing  the  time  and  manner  of  choosing 
Senators  of  the  United  Stales." 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
motion  be  postponed. 

The  petition  of  William  Moultrie,  in  behalf  of 
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himself  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  South 
Carohaa  line,  of  the  late  Continental  Anny,  was 
presented  and  read,  praying  for  further  compeosa' 
lion  for  military  services  dutin?  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  Re  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rdtuerfuhd  reported,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Hoase  of  Representatives  for  concurrencej  entitled 
"  An  act  for  determining  the  Northern  boundary 
of  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  j"  and  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill  was  resumed. 

Resolved,  Thai  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

Ordered  That  the  second  reading  of  the  bill, 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,"  he  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  relative  to  the  Measures  and 
Weights  of  the  United  States,  be  poslpcned  to  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  * 

Sato  BOAT,  February  9. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 

senlatives  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 

to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  claims 

yinst  the  United  Stales,  not  barred  by  any  act 
limitation,  and  wliich  have  not  been  already 
adjusted." 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Represenlatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three,"  was  resumed;  and,  after 
debate,  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Garan- 
ger,  for  military  services  during  the  late  war," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  do  nut  con 
in  this  bill. 

The  biU  sent  from  the  House  of  Representati 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  providiiig  ci 
pensation  to  the  President  and  Vice  President 
OP  THE  UNiTEDSTATEs,"was  read  the  second  time 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Monday,  February  11. 
The  hill  sent  ftora  the  House  of  Representatives 


pensation  to  the  President 

or  THE  United  STATea,"  was  read  the  third  time, 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  "A  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled '  An  act  to  provide  more  effect- 
ually for  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by 


'oods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  oi  ships 
vessels,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senai?  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion'  made  the  7th  instant,  "  That  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  report  a  bill  prescribing  the  time 
and  manner  of  choosing  Senators  of  the  United 
States." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  motion,  it 
passed  ia  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate,  thai  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives agree  to  the  amendments  of  theSenate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing 
or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting 
,  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same;" 
and  that  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Thayer,"  in  which  ihey 
desire  the  coucurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  a  second  readiiig. 

The  petition  of  Lewis  Garangar,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  his  brother,  Charles  Garangar,  pray- 


n  their  ci 


ing  that  the  princioal  and  ii 

cates  may  be  paid  in  specie,  ai  me  i  reiuurii  ui 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  further  allovt-ance 
of  subsistence,  was  read.  Ordered,  That  this  peti- 
tion lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
the  6th  February,  instant,  reported,  that  the  two 
Houses  shall  assemble  in  the  Senate  Chamber  on 
Wednesday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock ;  that  one  per- 
son be  appointed  a  teller,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
to  make  a  list  of  the  votes  as  they  shall  be  declar- 
ed; that  the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  who  shall  announce  the  slate 
of  the  vole,  and  the  persons  elected^  to  the  two 
Houses  assembled  as  aforesaid ;  which  shall  be 
deemed  a  declaration  of  the  persons  elected  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  P RESIDENT, and,  together  wiihalist 
of  the  votes,  |jc  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  two 
Houses.    And  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

Tuesday,  February  12. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Simeon  Thayer,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  hill  be  referred  to  the 'com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  7th  of  Februair,  instant, 
on  the  buls  respecting  Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh, 
and  others,  lo  consider,  generally,  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act.  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  State^ 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and,  being  amended,  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  rejwrt  of  the  joint  commit- 


ing  the  manner  of  counting  the  t 


s  \ot  Pb»- 
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Proceedings. 


8IDENT  AND  Vice  Pbesident  or  tbe  United 
States. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Einq  be  appointed,  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  a  teller  of  tbe  votes  for  PsEai- 
dbhtandVicePhesidehtopthe  United  States, 
cottformably  to  the  report  of  the  joint  committee, 
agreed  to  the  11th  instant. 

Mr.  RtrrHEHrnRD,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wa.i  referred,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  a 
partofaresolution  of  Congress,  of  the  twenty-ninth 
of  August,  1788,  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Post 
Saint  Vincents,"  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third 
reading. 


Wgdnesdat,  February  13. 
The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representati 
for  concurreoce,  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  port  of 
a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  tweaty-ninth  of 
August,  1788,  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Post 
Saint  Vincents,"  iras   read  the  third  time,  and 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection 
of  tbe  duties  imposed  by  law  ou  goods,  wares,  and 
mercbandise,  imported  mto  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and,  aAer  debate,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed. 

Francis  Mentges  had  leave  to  withdraw  certain 
papers  referred  to  in  his  memoriaL 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  are  ready  to 
meet  taem  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  to  attend  the 
opening  and  counting  the  rote  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  tbe  U.iited  States,  as  tbe 
Constitution  provides. 

The  two  Houses  having  accordingly  assembled, 
the  certificates  of  the  Electors  of  the  Sneen  Slates 
in  the  Union,  which  caipe  by  express,  were,  by 
the  Vice  Presidbmt^  opened,  read,  and  delivered 
to  the  tellers  aj^inted  for  the  purpose,  who, 
havinff  examined  and  ascertained  the  votes,  pre- 
sented a  list  of  them  to  the  Vice  President; 
which  list  was  read  to  tbe  two  Houses,  and  is  as 
follows : 

POR  OEOROE  WASHINGTON. 
New  Hampshire    .  -  -  -        6 

Massachusetts       -  -  -  -      16 

Rhode  Island         ...  -        4 

Connecticut  -  -  .  .        9 

Vermont    -----        3 
New  York  -  -  -  -12 

New  Jersey  -  .  -  -        7 

Pennsylvania         -  -  -  -      15 

Delaware  -----        3 
Maryland  -----       8 

Virgiiua 21 

Kentucky  -  -        ■  -  -  -        4 

North  Carolina     -  -  -  -      12 

South  Carolina     -  -  -  -        8 

Georgia     -----       4 


FOR  JOHN  ADAMS. 
New  Hampshire    - 
Massachusetts        -  .  . 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut  .  -  . 

Vermont    -  -  .  - 

New  Jersey  -  -  . 

Pennsylvania        ... 
Delaware  -  -  -  - 

Maryland  .... 
South  CsroUiiB     -  .  . 


FOR  OEOBCE  CLINTON. 
New  York 

Pennsylvania        -  -  . 

Virginia    -  -  .  . 

North  Carolina     -  .  . 

Georgia     .... 


50 
FOR  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Kentucky  .....  4 
FOR  AARON  BURR. 

South  Carolina     ....        1 

Whereupon,  the  Vice  Pr  cat  dent  declared 
George  Wasbinoton  unanimously  elected  Fhe- 
sidbnt  of  the  United  States,  for  the  period  of 
four  years,  to  commence  with  the  fourth  day  of 
Marcti  next;  and,  Jobn  Adams  elected  by  a  plu- 
rality of  votes,  Vice  PREarpEWT  op  tbe  United 
States,  for  the  same  period,  to  commence  with 
the  4th  day  of  March  next. 

Af^er  wnicL  the  Vice  President  delivered  the 
duplicate  certificates  of  the  Electors  of  the  several 
States,  received  by  post,  together  with  those  which 
came  by  express,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  Houses  then  separated,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


February  14. 

The  petition  of  Woodrop  and  Joseph  Sims  was 
presented  and  read,  praying  to  be  discharged  from 
a  bond  given  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  of  im- 
post on  certain  goods  wrecked  in  their  passage 
from  the  jwtt  of  Pfcw  York  to  that  of  Philadelphia. 

On  motion  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  lake 
this  petition  into  consideration,  it  passed  in  the 
negative.  Ordered,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  hill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  coUection 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  tfoods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  State^and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and,  being  amended, 

Resolved,  Thai  this  bill  pass;  that  itbeenirossed; 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  "An  act  supplemeat- 
arr  to  the  act.  entitled 'An  act  to  provide  more 
effectually  for  the  collection  of  tbe  duties  imposed 
by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  import- 
ed into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of 
ships  or  vessels." 
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A  message  {torn  tk«  House  of  lUpresentatiyes, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent 
atives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  tht 
relief  of  Elijah  Bostwick,"  in  wliich  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kmo,  from  the  committee  appointed  the  8ih 
instant,  to  join  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  report  a,  mode  of 
notifying  the  person  who  should  be  elected  PiiEai 
I>ENT  OF  THE  United  Statbb  of  his  election,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolve : 

Re»olved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed, 
join  such  committee  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
House  of  RepresentativeSj  to  wait  on  the  Pbebi- 
DBNT  and  notify  him  of  his  onanimoos  reflec- 
tion to  the  office  of  Presioent  of  the  United 
States. 

And  the  report  was  adopted.  Ordered,  That 
Messrs.  Kinq,  Izard,  and  Sthoho,  be  the  conmiil 
tee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mi.  Few,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts,  and  to  repeal 
the  act  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,"  report- 
ed the  bill  with  amendment*,  which  were  adopted, 
and  the  bill  was  amended  accordinglyj  and  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
sundry  statements,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the 
Senate  of  the  23d  of  January  last;  which 

Ordered,  That  they  be  printed  for  the  i 
the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  adopted  the  report  of  the  joint 
committee,  appointed  the  6th  instant,  to  ascertain 
and  report  a  mode  of  examining  tne  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  pHESinENT  of  tbe  UHtTED 
States,  and  for  other  purposes;  and  have  ap- 
pointed a  joiat  committee  on  their  part  to  wait 
on  the  Phesidbnt  and  notify  him  of  his  nnani- 
mous  re-election  ta  the  office  of  President  of 

THE  UnITEU  STAtES. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  EUijah  Bostwick,"  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

FninAT,  Febniary  16. 

The  bill  seat  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  promote 
the  progress  of  the  Useful  Arts,  and  to  repeal  the 
act  heretofcne  made  for  that  purpose,"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Jte»olved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Elijah  Bostwickj"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  ccu«- 
mittee,  appointed  the  7th  instant,  on  the  bills  re- 
specting Henry  Emanuel  Luiterlob  and  others,  to 
consider  generally,  and  report  thereon. 


sentatives  have  passed  a  hill^  entitled  "An  act  t' 
refund  to  Jacob  Bell  certain  duties  on  pickled 
fish ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 
The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the 


whom 

was  referred,  on  the  7th  instant,  sundry  bills  sent 
flrom  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concui- 
rence,  reported  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle 
the  account  of  Thomas  Wishart,  late  a  Lieuie- 
oantintheArmyoftheUnited  States,"  with  amend- 


bill,  and  the  report  thereon,  were  postpon«d. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  rejMrted.  from  tbe  same  com- 
mittee, on  the  bilL  entitled  "An  act  to  reimburse 
Henry  Emanuel  Lntterloh  for  eipenses  incnnred 
in  coming  to  America,  to  join  the  Army  of  the 
United  States." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  readinc'  of  Ais 
bill. 

ReBohed,  That  it  do  not  pass. 

Ordertd,  That  theSecretary  acquaint  the  Howe 
of  Representatives  therewith. 

Mr.  Ellswortb  reported,  from  the  same  eom- 

ittee,  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Simeon  Thayer ,-"  and  the  Senate  resumed  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill ;  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  Ellswobtb  also  reported,  from  the  same 
committee,  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  atithor* 
ize  the  adjustment  o(  a  claim  of  Joseph  Hen- 
derson against  the  United  States."  that  the  bill 
itfiout  ameDdmeni ;  and  the  report  was 
adopted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  readins  of  this 
MIL 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported, 

"  That,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of  the  14th 
instant,  the  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  have  this  day  waited  on 
the  President,  and  notified  him  of  his  unanimous 
re-election  to  the  office  of  President  or  the  Uni- 
ted Sta,teb." 

Monday,  Febrarary  18. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
'o  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  promote  the  pro- 
[ress  of  Useful  Arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act  hereto- 
ore  made  for  that  purpose." 

The  bill  sent  from  ihe  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ise the  adjustment  of  a  claim  of  Joseph  Hen- 
derson against  the  United  States,"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Hotise  of  Representa- 
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lives  for  concurrence,  eotitled  "An  act  (o  refiiDd 
to  Jacob  Bell  certain  duties  on  pickled  fish,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered    That  this  hill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 

FosTEB,  Monroe,  and  Cabot,  to  consider  gene- 
rally and  report  the: 


is  presented 


The  petition  of  Arthur  St.  Cli 
aod  read,  stating  that,  in  the  perfo 
dry  services  prescribed  to  him  by  Congress,  he 
made  disbursements  and  contracted  debts  which 
considerably  exceeded  the  sums  placed  in  his 
hands;  and  praying  that  the  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury may  be  empowered  equitably  to  adjust  his 
aecoiints. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  of  the  Directors  of  the  Library 
Conipany  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Loganian  Library,  was  presented  and  read, 

5 raying  that  a  law  be  passed  exempting  from  auv 
uty  or  impost  books  imported  for  those  and  aU 
other  similar  institutions. 

Ordered,  That  this  memorial  tie  on  the  table. 

The   memorial  of  the  French  iohebitanta  of 

Qalliopolis  was  wesented  and  read,  praying  the 

interposition  of  Government  ia  confirmmg  their 


agent  for  the  Scotia  Company ;  and  an  indemoi- 
ficatiOD  for  certain  loues  and  damages,  referred  '  ~ 
in  tkeiii  petition. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kino  reported,  trom  the  managers  on  tl 
part  of  the  Senate,  al  the  conference  on  the  sub- 
ject'taatter  of  the  amendments  depending  between 
the  two  Houses,  to  the  bill^  entitled  "An       ■  ' 
regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions:" 

"  ThM,  on  con&iring  with  the  muagan  on  th«  part 
of  the  HoDM  of  EeprsMntatiTe*,  the  toaniger*  on  the 
pan  of  the  HoUM  agreed  to  reduantend  (o  the  Home, 
to  recede  from  ttuai  dingreement  to  the  laM  amend- 
meat  propoMd  by  the  SraUe,  but,  that  the  muugen 
&om  the  two  Hoium  did  not  agree  to  any  report  re- 
■pecting  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
401  aection  of  the  biU. 

"  Whereopon,  the  nunagora  on  dw  part  of  thia  Honee 


UBendmeat  to  the  4th  lectioii,  so  far  as  letpecta  the 
words  propoaad  to  be  inserted  in  lieu  of  the  words  oto- 
poaed  to  be  expunged ;  and  that  Ihey  do  ioiist  on  uieir 
amendioent,  so  far  as  respects  the  striking  out  of  the 
words  propoaed  lo  be  struck,  out  in  the  uid  4th  aection. 
"And  that  the  Senate  do  also  insist  on  their  last 
unettdmeDt." 
And  the  report  was  agreed  to. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  Uniteu  States: 
Oeatttaea  of  Ihe  Senate,  and 

of  (AC  HouK  of  B^ettntalivei  .- 
I  now  U;  before  you  a  report  and  plat  of  the  Terrt- 
tory  or  the  United  Stalei  on  Ihe  Potomac,  as  given  in 
h;  the  Cemmisaionen  of  that  Territory,  together  with 
a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  accompa- 
nied them.    These  pi^iers  being  originaJ,  arc  to  be 
again  deposited  with  the  records  of  the  Department  of 
State,  after  hsring  anawered  the  purpose  oryoui  inform- 
ation, a.  WASHIWOTON. 
Usmn  St«tis,  Pebmary  18, 1798. 
(hdertd,  That  this  Message  lie  on  the  table. 
8d  Cor i» 


The  Vice  President  laid  before  ihe  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  this 
date,  with  copies  of  sundry  communications  lately 
made  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  containing 
further  informalion  on  subjects  which  appear  to 
have  been  objects  of  inquiry  before  the  Senate  ; 
which  Letter  and  papers  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  petition  of  William  Hardy  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  compensation  for  services  per- 
formed at  New  York  as  an  Inspector,  under  the 
existing  revenue  laws. 

Ordered^  Thai  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  following  resolution,  to 

Rfoietd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmy  be  in- 
structed to  revise  the  account  of  the  pension  graBted 
by  Congress  br  the  education  wid  board,  of  Hugh  Mer- 
cer, son  of  the  late  General  Mercer,  from  its  date  to  the 
present  period,  and  correct  any  error  that  maj  have 
taken  place  therein,  paying  all  arrearages,  if  any  now 
due  ;  and  that  he  likewise  pay  hereafter  without  account, 
annually,  and  until  bis  ediicetion  shaJl  be  completed, 
for  that  purpose,  to  tlie  guardian  of  the  ssjd  Hugh,  the 
sata  of  four  hundred  doUaia. 

It  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  c<»wndeTation  of 
this  motion  until  to-morrow. 

The  memorial  of  a  number  lA  the  inhabitants 
of  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  was 
presented  and  read,  praybg  that  a  light-house 
may  be  erected,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  on  Watch  Hill,  in  the  Stale  of  Rhode 

Ordered,  That  ibis  memorial  be  reterred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  lo  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  the  account  of  Thomas  Wish- 
art,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  ihe  Armv  of  the  United 
States,"  which  being  adopted,  the  oill  was  amend- 
■  1  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  hill  pass  to  a  third  reading 


ToEBDAT,  February  1 


homas  Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in 
Ihe  Army  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third 
'me. 
Retoived,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
lent. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  conaideration  of 

le  motion  made  yesterday,  respecting  the  educa- 

on  of  the  son  of  the  late  General  Mercer. 

Ordered^  That  ihis  motion  be  referred  to  Messrs. 

MoKROE,  Ellbwortb,  and  BtrruR,  to  consider 

and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Sllbworth.  from  the  committee  to  whom 

as  referred  the  liill,  sent  hom  the  House  of  Re- 

preseniativei  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to 
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reffulale  trade  and  intercourse  wilh  the  Indian 
triDes,"  reported  amenduents. 

Ordered,  that  the  amendmeDls  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  mes^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iaformed  toe  Senate,  that  they  had  ^nt  to  the 
Senate  a  plat  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Potomac,  as  given  in  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  that  Tetntory,  and  which  was  referred  to  in 
the  Message  of  the  President  op  the  United 
States  of  the  ISth  insunt. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sentfrom  the  House  of  Representatives  forcon- 
currence.  entitled  "  An  act  mahing  appropriations 
for  (he  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1793;" 
and  it  was  agreed  (o  amend  the  third  section. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  third  sec- 
tion, amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  ataeled.  That  the  Preii- 
dent  of  the  United  Ststea  bo  aulhorized  to  borrow,  on 
account  of  the  said  8tatei,  uij  aum  or  suma,  not  ei- 
eeeding  in  the  whole  eight  hundred  thousand  dollan,  at 
*  rate  of  inlcTCBt  not  exceeding  five  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, and  reimbunable  *l  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States,  lo  be  applied  for  the  puipoie  aibreniil,  and  to  be 
repaid  out  of  the  mid  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  to  the  end  of  the  preaent  veu,  1798 ;  and 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  (he  BauJc  of  the  Unil«d  8tatac 
to  lend  the  sud  sum.  And  the  PresidMit  of  the  United 
Statei  shall  cause  so  much  of  the  loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  pursuant  lo  the  11th 
tion  of  the  act  bv  which  it  is  incorporated,  lo  be  paid 
off  in  sums  not  less  than  &ftj  thousand  dollars,  as  i' 
hii  opinion  ^e  stale  of  the  Treasu^  ma; ,  from  time 
time,  admit,  out  of  any  moneys  which  may  be  in  tl 
Treasury,  having  due  regard  to  the  eiigenciea  of  Go- 
vernment, and  the  appT0]niationa  made  and  to  be  made 
bylaw:" 


Langdon,  Moms,  Read,  Ruther&rd,  Kieiinan,  Stanton, 
Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Naib. — Messrs.  Brown,  Bntler,  Edwards,  Few, 
Hawkins,  Heniy,  Monroe,  RoUnson,  and  Tajlm. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

WEDNBeDAY,  February  SO, 

The  biU,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repreaenta- 
^tiTea  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making 
'appropriations  for  the  support  ofOovemmei '  ' 
the  year  1793."  was  read  the  third  time. 

Retolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Senate  adopt  the 
following  reaolntion,  lo  wit: 

"  Baoltied  4y  the  Senole  and  Houte  of  R^retent- 
olive*  of  the  thiited  Statu  of  America  in  Congrett 
attemhkd,  luxt-lhirdt  of  both  Houia  ameurring.  That 
die  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislalures  of 
the  several  States,  as  sji  amendment  lo  the  Conatitu- 
tion  of  the  United  Stales ;  which,  when  ratified  t>y  Ihree- 
fourlhs  of  the  said  Legislatures,  shall  be  valid  as  part  of 


"  The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  SUUs  riiall  not 
extend  lo  any  auita  in  law  oi  eqi 


of  ano^er  State,  i 
reign  Slate." 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  renoited  by  tbe 
committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  tne  HoUae  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence  entitled  "  An  act 
to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes"  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  SeOAle 
to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  account 
of  Thomas  Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States." 

Tborsdav,  February  SI. 

.'ssage  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTet 

informed  the  Benate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  reconsidered  the  amendments  de- 
pending between  the  two  Houses  to  the  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  lo  Invalid 
PensionE,"togetherwith  the  report  of  the  coiTimit- 
tee  of  conference  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said 
amendmentj ;  and  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  the 
4th  section  of  the  said  bill ;  and  recede  from  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  insisted  on  by  the 
Senate  to  the  5Eh  section  of  the  said  bill ;  and  that 
they  have  i«ssed  the  hill  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence, entitled  "An  act 
in  addition  lo  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  establiA 
the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,"  with 
amendments ;  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RnTBinrnito  repmted,  from  the  conunittee 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  "  a  bill  authorizing  the 
settlement  of  the  demands  of  Anthony  Watto* 
White  against  the  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  lie  on  the  table. 

Frio  AY,  February  22. 

The  bill  "  authorizinff  the  aettlcmeat  of  the  de> 
roanda  of  Anthony  Walton  White  againat  the 
United  States"  was  read  the  flnt  time,  and  ordered 
to  JOBS  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  constdex  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled 
'  An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the 
United  States  i"  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  adhering  to 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  insisted  ml 
by  the  Senate  to  the  4th  section  of  the  bill  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid 
Pensions;"  and,  afler  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  whom  wv 
referred  the  bill  aent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
for  concurrence  entitled  "Ad  act  to 
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twulUe  trade  and  iDtemourae  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  and  adopted  the  same  in  ^t. 

Ordertd,  tW  the  further  conaideralion  thereof 
be  poatpoued. 

Saturday,  February  23. 
Mr.  Edwards  notified  the  Senate  that  he  should 
on  Monday  moTC  for  leare  to  bring  in  a  "  tall  to 
Authorize  the  Pbijbidbnt  or  thb  United  States 
to  establish  two  or  more  small  posts  in  the  wilder- 
.  ness,  on  the  road  leading  from  Kentucky  and  the 
other  Western  selilements,  to  the  Eastern  settle- 
ments of  the  Uaited  Stales,  for  the  iHWpose  of 
protecting  and  faeilitatinc  tmde  and  friendly  in- 
^"ween  the  sitizena  of  the  nid  wttle- 


Hr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  appointed 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  tent  from  the 
House  iif  Representatives  for  concurrence  entitled 
"An  act  to  proride  for  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  certain  persons  who  were  killed  by  Inoians, 
under  the  sanction  of  flags  of  truce,"  reported 
amendments,  which  were  adopted ;  and  the  bill 
was  amended  accordingly. 

It  was  aereed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
rale  be  so  far  dispensed  with  as  that  this  bill  be 
DOW  read  the  third  time. 

Reaolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  motion 
made  (he  20tb  instant  respecting  an  additional 
article  of  unendment  to  the  Conitituticm  of  the 
United  States  be  the  rader  of  the  day  for  Monday 

..am 

informed 

Mntatires  hare  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  fix- 
ing the  time  for  the  ,Dext  annual  meeting  of  Con- 
gress ;"  also,  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  repealing 
the  several  impost  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  lo 
far  as  they  may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on 
useful  bcwts  imported  for  breed,  and  for  remitting 
tint  dnties  which  have  heretofore  accrued  op  nicE 
inaportatioiu,  in  the  ones  where  they  hftve  CHily 
teen  seeorad  to  be  paid ;"  in  which  they  denre  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

These  ImUs  were  severally  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pus  to  the  aeooiid  reading. 

.  The  bill  "  auibofieinff  the  settlement  of  the  de- 
maods  of  Antbimy  Walton  White  against  the 
United  States"  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  enacting  clause 
«rf  the  bill,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordertd.  That  this  bill  ^asslothelhird  reading. 
The  Senate  again  took  iiKo  consideration  their 
ameodments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives,  and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  (be  claims  to  In- 
valid Pensions." 

On  the  question  to  recede  from  their  said  amend- 
ment, it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  IS,  nays 
14,  as  foUowB : 

YiAR. — Menn.  Bndlej,  Brown,  BUn,  Batler,  Dkk- 
mson,  Edwards,  Few.  Gnnn,  Hawkins,  Iiaid,  Monroe, 
Morris,  Potts,  Rutheiflird,  and  Taylor. 

Njkva.— Messrs.  Bsssstt,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Fostar, 


Henry,  Johnstcm,  King,  Lsngdon,  Kaad,  Robinsan,  Kier- 
man,  Btsnlon,  Stioag,  and  Wingata. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  communicate  this 
resolution  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

lessage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives concur  in  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate^ 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  extend  the  time  liinited 
for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with 
the  individual  States," 

Mr.  RoTnERPcnnj  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  bill  "  for  alteiing 
the  time  and  [^ce  of  holding  the  Circuit  Court 
in  the  district  of  Vermont,"  re  ported  sundry  amend- 
ments, which  were  read,  and  adopted,  ana  the  bill 
was  amended  accoidingLy. 

Ordered.  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  amendments  of  rfie  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  en- 
tilled  'An  act  to  establish  the  Judicid  Cotuls  of 
the  United  States,"  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  and,  after  pr^Ktess,  the  further  consideratiwi 
thereof  was  postpoMd. 

Monday,  February  25. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Sesete  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lo  provide  for  the  wi- 
dows and  orphans  of  certain  peiaons  who  were  kill- 
ed by  Indians  under  the  sanction  of  flags  of  truce." 
They  disagvee  lo  the  fifth  amendment  of  (be  Ele- 
nate  to  the  2d  seclioo  of  &e  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  approprialions  for  the  support  of  Qovera- 
ment  for  the  year  1793 ;"  and  agree  to  all  the  other 
amendments  to  the  said  bill. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  fiAh 
amendment,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repr»- 
sentatives,  to  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

Saohed.  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
said  amendment. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
res  for  c<Micurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  repeal- 
ing the  several  impost  laws  of  the  United  States, 
so  ^  as  they  may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duly 
on  useful  beasts  imported  for  breed,  and  for  remit- 
ting ihe  duties  wUeh  have  heretofore  accrued  on 
sucn  importationB,  in  Ibe  cases  where  they  have 
only  been  secured  to  be  paid,"  was  read  the  seflond 
time,  and  amended. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, so  far  to  dispense  with  the  rule  as  that  this 
bill  be  now  read  me  third  time. 
Heaolved,  That  ihis  bill  pass  as  amended. 
The  bill  for  altering  the  time  and  place  of 
holding  the  Circuit  Court  in  the  district  of  Ver- 
mont was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  being  further 
amended, 

Reiolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en^oM- 
ed ;  and  that  the  title  thereirf'  be  "An  act  for  al- 
tering the  places  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in 
(he  districts  of  Vermont  and  North  Carolina,  and 
for  other  purposas." 
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Ordered,  That  tb«  Secretary  request  (he  <toa- 
currence  of  ihe  House  of  Representatives  in  (his 
bill. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the 
time  for  ihe  oeit  annual  meeting  of  Coagreu," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  amended. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pats  to  the  third  teadine. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments repoited  by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tne  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentaiives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
triDes ;"  and,  havinc  amended  the  report,  it  was 
adopted,  and  the  bill  amended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  Thatlhisbillpass  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.MoMRoE,fiom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  motion,  made  the  ISth  instBDl,  re~ 
specting  the  education  of  the  soa  of  the  late  Ge- 
neral Mercer,  reported  a  bill,  which  was  read  the 
first  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pa«stoasecond  reading. 

Mr.  Edwahdb,  agreeably  to  notification  on  the 
23d  instant,  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  "A  bill  to 
authorize  thePRESiDENTOFTBEUNiTBn  States  to 
establish  two  or  more  small  posts  in  ibe  wilder- 
ness, on  the  road  leading  from  Kentucky  and  the 
other  Western  settlements,  to  the  Eastern  settle- 
ments of  the  United  States;"  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  sent  &om  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
aet  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United 
States." 
Reaolved,  That  they  concur  therein  with  amend-, 

Mr.  MoNfioE.  from  the  committee  to  whom  ww 
referred  the  bill  to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line,  on  the  Continental  estaUiah- 
ment,  to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying  North- 
we«t  of  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miamis 
and  Sciota,"  reponed,  that  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  ol 
Congress. 

And  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  to  refer  the  memorial  of  Lachlan 
Mclnlosb,  ia  behalf  of  himself  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Georgia  line  of  the  late  Army, 
for  fbrther  compensation  for  their  services  during 
the  late  war,  to  a  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  Lachlan  Mcintosh  have  leave 
to  withdraw  his  memorial. 
On  motion. 

That  the  Secretary  of  ike  Senate  call  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a  report  on  the  jpe- 
tition  of  Arthur  Hewes,referred  to  him  on  the  9th 
of  November  last ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Ellhwobtr  reported  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
•'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Bostwick." 


Ordered,  That  this  report  lie  untfl  to-morrow 
for  consideration. 

The  third  reading  of  "the  bill  authorizing  the 
settlement  of  the  demands  of  Anthony  'K^t<n 
White  aeainst  the  United  States,"  was  further 
postponed. 


House  of  Repre- 
agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  repealing  the  several 
impost  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they 
may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on  useful  beaate  . 
imported  for  breed." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  20th  instant,  respecting  an  ad- 
ditional article  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  to  postpone  the  consideration  thereof 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it  passed  in  the 
nerative. 

And,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed. 

ToEBDAY,  February  26. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

r  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  trade 

and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  tettd 

the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  word  '  proper,'  from 
the  following  clause  of  the  first  section: 

"  Which  ■npeiuitendent,  or  peiMHi  k>  authoiited, 
shall,  on  ^iplkaiioo,  ivne  neh  Ueuue,  for  a  t«nB  not 
exceeding  two  yeua,  to  any  proper  person  ;  who  shall 
eoter  into  bond,  with  one  or  more  euretiee,  aj^Hoved  at 
by  the  sttperintendent  or  pereon  inning  such  licenee,  or 
bj  (he  Preddent  of  the  United  Sutee,  in  the  peiul 
nun  of  one  thoueand  doUsn:" 

It  pasted  in  the  negative — yeas  II,  nays  16,  as 
follows : 

Vila.— Mean.  Burr,  Cabot,  Edwards,  Few,  Onon, 
Hawkins,  Johneton,  Monroe,  Morns,  Strong,  and  Taylar. 
Hij*. — MeMn.  BesMtt,  Brawn,  Buder,  DicUnson, 
ElIawortli,Faater,  Henry,  lurd.  King,  Lengdon,  Read, 
Robinson,  Rnlhertiird,  Sherman,  Stuilon,  and  Wm- 
gate. 

On  motion  it  was  agreed  to  substitute  the  fol- 
lowing, for  the  7th  section  stricken  out: 

"  And  be  it  fiirther  rrtaettd.  That  no  agent,  niperin- 
tendent,  or  other  person  anthorized  to  grant  a  license  to 
trade  or  porchaee  noraet,  shall  have  any  intereat  or  con- 
cern in  any  trade  with  the  Indians,  or  in  &e  pnrchaae 
or  sale  of  any  faonet  to  or  from  any  Indian,  and  that 
any  peraon  offending  herein  ahsU  forfeit  one  thouaand 
dollara,  and  be  imprisoned,  at  the  discretion  of  Ihe  Conrt 
be£ve  which  Iha  conviction  shall  be  had,  not  exceeding 
twelve  months." 
Jteeoited,  That  this  hill  pass  with  the  amend- 

"ThebilltoauthoriiethePHEsioENTorTRsUNi- 
TED  States  to  establish  two  or  more  small  pmta  in 
the  wilderness,  on  the  road  leading  from  Ken- 
tucky," was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  Thai  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Edwards,  Strono.  and  King,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 
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informed  _  .  _ 
seDtatives  coacur  in  the  bill  sent  from  the  Seii^ie, 
oitiUed  "  An  act  snpjdeiiieiitBry  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled '  An  act  to  proTide  more  effectmdly  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  cm  soods, 
irares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  resse'  " 
with  amendments ;  in  wliich  they  desire  the  c 
ourrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Rei>reseniati 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  fiung  the  time 
for  the  next  ftonual  meeting  of  Congi 
read  the  third  time. 

ReaolfOtd,  That  this  tall  pass  as  amen 

Mr.  Ellswobtb.  from  the  commiltet 
ma  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatiTes  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An 

ascertain  the  fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings 

Diattict  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  reported  amendments,  which 
sidered;  tuid,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

Wednessat,  February  27. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menla  tA  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to  the  bill 
sent  irom  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  collectioa  of  the  duties 
imposed  b^  law  on  gpods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage  of  ships  or  reuels,"  and  agreed  to  some  of 
the  said  amendments. 

It  iras  agreed  to  reconsider  the  second  amend- 
ment, and  that  this,  with  the  ameodmenta  subse- 
quent thereto,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Kino,  Mob- 
rib,  and  Cabot,  to  coiuider  and  report  thereon. 
'  Mr.  Edwards  reported,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  "the  bill  to  antborize  the  Pbesi- 
DBNT  ov  TBB  UifiTBD  STATES  to  establish  two  or 
more  posts  in  the  wilderness,  on  the  road  leading 
from  Kentucky." 

Haolved,  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

The  bill  "  respecting  the  education  of  the  son  of 
the  late  Oeneral  Mercer,"  was  read  the  second 


It  woe  aKieed  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
rale  be  so  lor  dispensed  with,  as  that  this  bill  be 
now  read  the  third  time. 

AMo/iieti,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  been^p^ed ; 
and  that  the  ti^e  thereof  be  "An  act  prondingan 
annual  allowance  for  the  education  of  Hogfa  Mer- 

The  third  reading  of  "the  bill  authorizing  the 
Mttkmeni  of  the  demands  of  Anthony  Walton 
White  against  the  United  States,"  was  resumed. 

Ordertd,  That  the  further  e<Hisideration  thereof 
bepoatponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
santatives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  a  grant  of  land  to  the  French  inhabitants 
of  Qallic^u ,-"  also,  a  hill,  entitled  "  Ati  act  maJc- 


in  wnich  several  biUs  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  first  mentioned  was  read,  and,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellbwortb,  Bsown,  and  Bdrh,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  ap- 
propriation to  defray  the  expense  of  a  treaty  with 
the  Indians  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,"  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  read- 

^The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  ascertain  the  fees  in  Admimlty 
proceedings  in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  report 
being  adopted,  the  bill  was  amended  accordingly. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  so  far  to 
dispense  with  the  rule  as  that  this  bill  be  now  read 
the  third  time. 

ftetolwd,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  Vice  Prbsideht  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
salaries,  fees,  and  emoluments,  of  persons  holding 
civil  offices  under  the  United  Statefl,  pursuant  to 
the  order  of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  of  May,  1792; 
which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 


sentatives  disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  billj  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time 
few  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress;"  they 
agree  to  their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  rt^ulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes;"  they  agree  to  the  amendmrata 
of  the  Senate  to  their  amendments,  with  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
establish theJudieialCourtsof  the  United  States;" 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  from  the  Pbesidekt  op 
THE  United  States  was  received: 
QtntUmat  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Route  of  R^aerUaHvu  .- 

I  Uj  before  you  a  copy  of  an  eiemplificmdon  of  an 
Act  of  the  L^lature  of  New  York,  ceding  to  the 
United  Stales  the  jurisdiction  of  certain  lands  on  Moti- 
lauk  Point,  for  the  purpoM  mentioned  in  «ud  act;  and 
a  copy  of  a  I.etier  from  die  Governor  of  New  YoA  to 
the  SecretatT  of  State,  which  accompanied  said  eiem- 
phflcation.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

UniTu>  er^Tii,  Pebtuaiy  37,  1793. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  and  papers  He  on 
the  table. 

The  Vice  pRBeioENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
with  his  specie  accounts,  passed  at  the  Treasury, 
up  to  the  31at  of  tXeceraber,  1792. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  papers  therein 
referred  to  lie  on  file. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  considH  the  ameod- 
ineiitf^theHouseofRepteseatBtives  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  their  amendments  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled, 'An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of 
the  United  States." 

Rmolved,  That  the  Senate  agiee  to  the  laid 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Represenlalives  disagreeing 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  oill,  en- 
titled "An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  Congress." 

Reimved.'Vhat  they  adhere  to  their  amendments 
to  the  said  bill. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petition 
4^  Charlea  Knowles  and  others,  Paymasters  of 
^e  line  of  the  late  Army. 

OnUred,  That  the  petition  and  report  be  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Eli^wobth,  and  Mon- 
ro^ to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Thohbdat,  February  28. 
The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re^esenta- 
1,  entitled  "An  act  making 


Mad  the  second  time;  and, by  unanimous  consent, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
27th  instant,  with  sundry  statements  of  exports, 
imports,  and  tonnace;  which  tetter  was  read. 

(Trtfered,  That  the  I..eller  and  statements  here- 
in Teferred  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  meEEafe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iBforaied  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentativea  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bUl,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  ascertain  the  fees 
in  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  District  Courts 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes." 

A  noessaae  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
tnfonned  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
amratdmenls  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing of  Congress;"  ask  a  conference  on  the  sub- 
jects of  disagreement  between  the  two  Houses, 
and  have  appointed  maaasers  on  their  pari:  and 
that  they  have  passed  a  bifl,  entitled  "An  act  di- 
recting  the  ofBcets  of  the  Treasury  to  pass  to  the 
credit  of  John  Banks  the  sum  of  nine  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixtv-eight  dollars  and  ninety 
•ente;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers;"  also,  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act.  providing  for  the  payment 
of  the  first  instalment  due  on  a  loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;"  in  wliich  several 
bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  biUs  brought  up  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence  were  severally  reatfthe 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  petition  of  John  McLane,  Attorney  to  Ag- 


ios HcLane,  w«a  read,  stating  that  the  eompen- 
iation  of  the  said  Agnns,  for  mUitary  services  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  was  drawn  en  a  forged  order 
by  one  Samuel  Abbot,  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  (rf  the  said  Agnus;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  lo  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resoln- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  insistiag  on 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time 
for  the  next  annual  nteeiiiig  of  Coneiess,"  and 
asking  a  conference  on  the  said  amendtnenta. 

Retained,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  pro- 
posed conference,  and  that  Messm.  Qumf,  Tat- 
LoiL  and  Larodok,  be  the  managers  on  the  jmrt 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Seimte  resumed  the  ooOBidciation  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  oottcnrrcnce,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Boatwick." 

On  motion,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  this  enbjeci  be 
read  in  Senate;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  report,  and  that 
the  bill  be  rejected;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
Ordered,  Thatthisbillpesi  to  the  third  readixg. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Bepi«- 
sentatives  have  passed  the  bill,  seat  from  the 
Saiate  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  altex- 
ing  the  places  of  holding  the  Circnit  Courts  in 
the  districts  of  Vermont  and  North  Carolina,  Had 
for  other  ptirpoaes,"  with  amendm^ta,  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  {Hoceeded  to  the  oongiderattoa  of 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTe* 
the  bill  last  mentioned. 
Reaolved,  That  they  concur  therein. 
Mr.  EiNO,  from  the  committee  a^oiirtcdtocai- 
sider  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  ReppcMMt- 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  fbr  toncvi- 
rence,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  'Ad  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  roods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imptnrted  into  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  on  the  toimage  of  ships  or  ve*- 
sels,"  reported  an  amendment  to  the  amendmcKl, 
which  was  adopted. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
certificate,  purporting  that  the  Legislature  o(  the 
Commonwealtn  of  Pennsylvania  have  this  day 
chosen  Albbst  Oallatin  a  Senator  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates. 

Ordered,  That  this  certificate  lie  on  file. 
The  memorial  of  Samuel  Brown  and  others, 
fishermen,  was  presented  and  read,  stating  that 
they  are  prineipally  employed  in  the  mackerel 
fishery,  and  praying  that  the  drawback  allowed  on 
the  exportation  ofcod  fish  may  be  extended  ti> 
pieklea  fish  in  general. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  tW 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 
Tlte  Vjob  PBEStDEHT  laid  bdbre  the  Senate  a 


v.^,. 
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Letter  from  the  Secrelar;  of  the  Treasury,  of  this 
date,  ipferrin?  to  sundry  staiemenls  exhibiting  the 
qaantity  of  lie  various  articles  of  exports  to  the 
Home  and  to  the  Colonial  domiDioDs  of  all  the 
foreign  nations  with  whom  the  United  States 
have  commercial  intetconrse;  which  Letlet  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  papers  to  which 
it  refa«  lie  on  file. 

Friday,  Match  1. 

The  Vice  Prebidgnt  beine  absent,  the  Senate 

proceeded  to  the  election  of  aPnEBiDEnT  pro  tem- 

port,  as  the  Constitution  provides,  and  John  Lano- 

i>ON  was  duly  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pre- 
siDEnTOFTHE  United  St tTEB, and  lay  before  him 
an  attested  copy  of  this  proceeding. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  noti^  the  Honse 
of  Representatives  of  this  election  of  a  Pbebidbnt 
jnvUTapore. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeniatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Reptesen' 
stives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  Ad  act  for  e] 
tendinc  the  time  for  receiving  on  loan  that  pai 
of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States  which 
may  not  be  subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
March,  oite  thonsaad  seven  hundred  and  ninet; 
three ;"  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate 
desired.    They  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  their  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  more  effecluatly  for  the  collection  of 
the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
And  on  Ae  tonnage  of  ships  or  vesselsj"  and  that 
diey  have  passed  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  an  annu- 
al allowance  for  the  education  of  Hugh  Mercer." 
The  bill,sent  fVom  the  House  of  Representatives 
A)r  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  extending 
die  time  for  receiving  on  loan  that  part  of  the 
Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States  which  may 
not  be  subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March. 
one  thousand 'seven  hundred  and  ninety-three, 
was  read  (he  first  time;  and,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, it  was  read  the  second  and  third  times. 
RefiAved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  bill. 
The  billjsent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  directins  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury  to  pass  to  the  credit  of 
John  Banks  the  sum  of  itine  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  dollars  and  ninety  cents," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellbwortb,  Bittler,  and  Cabot,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  pReeiDEHT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  State, 
enclosing  a  triplicate  certificate  of  the  votes  of  the 
Btecfors  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  for  PREHinsi 
and  Vice  Psesideht  op  the  United  States,  ob- 
tained by  express,  sent  from  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, as  the  law  provides. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  papers  lie  on  file. 


The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre 

r  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  piuriding  for 

the  payment  of  the  first  instalment  due  on  a  loan 

made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 


The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ence,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
for  the  establishment  and  support  of 
light-bouses,  beaconsj  buoys,  and  public  piers," 
was  read  the  second  time ;  and,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Mouse  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  i^ 
Glijah  Boslwick,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 

iraed.  ' 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
the  petition  of  the  Paymasters  of  Uie  Massachu- 
setts line  of  the  late  Army,  reported  a  bill,  which 
was  read  the  first  lime;  and.  oy  unanimous  con- 
sent, was  read  the  second  and  third  limes. 

JRetolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
gtoised ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be, "  An  act 
providing  for  the  compensation  of  Ebenezet  Sto- 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  RimnHi^iifi  be  appointed 
a  manager  at  the  oonference  on  the  disagreeiiig 
votes  of  the  two  Hoases  on  the  hill  sent  from  th« 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled "An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annnol 
meeting  of  Congress,"  in  plRc6  of  Mr.  LANonon, 
elected  President  pro  tempore. 

The  bJU  se«t  from  the  Honee  of  RepreseHU- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Simeon  Thayer,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  amended. 

Ordered^  That  this  hill  pass  to  the  diird  reading. 

The  petition  of  John  Fisk  and  others,  in  behuf 
of  the  Marine  Society  of  Salem,  in  the  Comtaoa- 
wealth  of  Mass^husetls,  was  presented  and  read, 
praying  that  a  light-honse  may  be  constmcted  at 
the  North  end  of  Baker's  island,  neat  Salem, 
within  the  State  aforesaid  ;  and  that  due  srovi- 
sioD  may  be  made,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
Stale^  for  maintaining  and  supporting  the  same. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  Ae 
Secretoiy  of  the  Treatwy,  to  eoniider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  PRBSIDIVT  laid  before  the  Senate  the  peti- 

m  of  Samuel  Steams,  praying  compeitsation  aa 
a  physician  to  certain  invaud  ofiScers  dnting  the 
late  war ;  wliieh  was  read,  and  ordered  to  Ue  on 
the  table. 


Satdidav,  March  3. 

The  President  notified  the  Senate  that  the 
Presidbht  or  the  United  States  proposes  to 
take  the  oath  of  office  on  Monday  next,  at  12 
o'clock,  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

Ordered,  That  this  communication  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Se- 
nate the  6th  of  February  last,  to  consider  and  re- 
fort  thereon. 

*  fVom  the  House  of  Representatives 


"a- 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


664 


Senate..] 


[March,  1793. 


infoimed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned," 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Se- 
tiate.  The  Prescdent  of  the  United  States 
hath  notified  theHouse  of  Representativeii,  that  he 
this  day  approved  and  signed  "An  act  making 
an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense  of  a  treaty 
with  the  Indians  Noithwesl  of  the  Ohio." 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Simeon  Thayer,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this 
bill  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it  passed  in 
the  negative. 

On  motion  to  concur  in  this  bill  as  amended,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  7,  as  fol- 

Vtis. — MeMTB.  Baasett,  Bujt,  Dickuuon,  Edvrarda, 

Few,  Foiter,  Gunn,  Henry,  JohnMan,  Iiaid,  Monroe, 

Morris,  Polti,  Read,  RutherAird,  SUnlon,  and  Taylor. 

NiTi.— MeuTs.  Brown,  Butler,  Cabot,  Elkworth, 

Hawking,  King,  and  Sherman. 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Repres^itatives  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Ellbwortb.  frtnn  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  di- 
recting the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  paas  to  the 
credit  of  John  Banks  the  sum  of  $9,768  90,"  re- 
ported that  the  committee  he  discharged ;  and  the 
report  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  James  Warring- 
ton, on  which  the  bill  last  mentioned  was  origin- 
ated, be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  theSenate. 

(hdered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  till  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  to  propose 
to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  the  fol- 
lowing amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  to  wit : 

"Article  1,  section  S,  after  the  words  'general  wel- 
Are  of  tiM  United  States,'  add,  '  in  the  eaws  herein- 
after paiticulariy  enumerated.'  And  at  the  end  of  the 
section,  add,  '  but  no  power  to  ^rant  any  charter  of  in- 
ooiporation,  or  any  rannniercial  or  other  monopoly,  shall 
be  hereby  implied.' 

"  Section  9.  Every  tax  shall  be  deemed  direct,  other 
than  taxes  on  imports,  excises,  tianafen  of  proper^, 
and  Isn  proceeding!.'  At  the  end  of  tlu  nction,  add, 
'  no  member  of  Coogresa  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  of 
profit  under  the  authohly  of  the  United  States,  nor 
shall  any  person  intnuted  with  the  management  of 
money  of  the  United  StatflB,  or  concerned  in  the  dinc- 
tion  or  management  of  any  bank  or  other  moneyed 
corporation  within  the  United  States,  be  es^ialile  of  a 
seat  in  either  House  orCongieBs.'  " 

"Articles,  section  1.  After  the  words  'ordain  and 
cstabHah,'  add,  '  or  in  such  of  the  8tat«  eonrts  as  the 
Congress  shall  deem  fit.' " 

Ordered,  That  these  propositions  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence  entitled  "An  act  makiitg 


certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned"  was 
read  the  first  lime,  and,  by  unanimous  consent, 
read  the  second  and  third  times  and  passed.  - 

Mr.  KiNQ,  from  the  committee  appointed  this 
day  on  the  comiminicalion  of  the  Pbesidbnt  OP 
THE  United  STATEsrelative  to  his  taking  the  oath 
of  office,  reported  that  the  Secretary  inform  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  the  PnEainBMT  or 
THE  United  States  will,  on  Monday  next,  take 
the  oath  of  office  required  by  the  Constitution,  in 
the  Senate  Chamber,  at  13  o'clock  j  and  that  he 
inform  the  PaEsinENT  of  tbe  United  States 
that  the  Senate  will  be  in  session  at  that  time. 
And  the  report  was  adopted. 

""'     Senators  of  the  State  ^    , 

of  a  law  of  the  said  Slate,  executed  a. 
of  ce-ssion  to  the  United  States  of  the  light-house 
on  Tybee  Island ;  which  was  ordered  to  fie  on  file, 

Mr.  Foster  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  nill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence  entitled  "  An 
act  to  refund  to  Jacob  Bell  certain  duties  on  pickled 
fish." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  do  not  rass. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
making  addition  to  the  compensation  of  certain 
public  officers ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur 
of  the  Senate. 

motion  that  the  consideration  of  this  bill  be 
postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  this 
bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  tbe  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  a  erant  of  land  to  the  French  inhabil- 
ants  of  Galliopolis,"  reported  an  amendment; 
which  was  disagreed  to. 

On  motioA  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  this  bill  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

"  tluit  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 


acquaint  tbe 


ing,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,    That    the    Secretary  , 
House  of  Representatives  therewith. 


lessaee  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  thai  the  House  of  Repre- 
fes  disagree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Se- 
the  bilTentitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
1  Thayer;"  they  have  postponed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled 
"  An  act  providing  for  the  compensation  of  Ebe- 
!zer  Storer"  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
Mr.  GcNN,  from  the  managers  at  the  conference 
L  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreeing  voles 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence  entitled  "An 
act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
Congress,"  reported  that,  having  conferred  with 
•  ■  -'""    ^'     seof  Repre- 

)  any  agree- 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Sen&ie  ihat  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  adjourned  until  7  o'clock  ihiseven- 

On  motion  to  recede  from  the  amendnient  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House  of  RepreseDtatives  to  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rehef  of  Simeou 
Thayer,"  it  passed  ia  the  affirmative. 

The  petition  of  Bareot  I.  Staats  was  read,  stal- 
ing that  he  advanced  money  to  one  of  the  Quar- 
termasters of  the  late  Army,  to  enable  him  tc 
compensate  certain  teamsters  employed  in  the 
public  service,  and  for  which  advance  he  has  not 
been  reimbursed,  but  is  excluded  therefrom  by  thi 
acts  of  limitation,  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 


SATunnAT  EvGNiNo,  7  o'clock- 
The  memorial  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  read,  slating  that,  from  the  enhanced  prices 
of  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  their  respective  sti- 
pends are  became  inadequate,  and  praymg  further 
compensation. 

Ordered.  That  this  memorial  lie  on  the  table- 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  French  set- 
tlers at  Galliopolis  be  referred  to  the  Attorney 
General,  to  examine  and  report  to  the  Senate,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  upon  the  validity  of 
their  claims  to  lands  under  purchases  of  the  Ohio 
or  Sciota  Comptmies,  or  other  persons;  together 
with  his  opinion  of  the  means  proper  to  m  pur- 
sued by  them  for  the  obtainment  of  justice. 
OrdertA,  That  the  Secretary  return  ^1  original 

epers  not  addressed  to  the  Senate,  which  nave 
en  laid  before  them  during  the  present  session 
by  the  PsBBinGNT  or  by  any  of  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  finished 
the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are  ready  to 
adjourn. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  appointed  a  committee,  jointly 
-mth  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  that  Congress  is  ready  to  adjourn 
without  day,  unless  he  may  have  any  further 
communications  to  make ;  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  on  their  part. 

Rtiolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  fore- 

Kiug  resolution,  and  that  Messrs.  Iosnston  and 
JTHERFCRD  bc  the  joint  committee  on  their  part. 

Ortfcrei^Thatthe  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  therewith. 

Mr.  Johnston  reported,  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee last  mentioned,  that  they  had  waited  on  the 
President  or  the  United  States,  who  informed 
the  committee  that  he  had  no  further  commimi- 
cations  to  make  to  Congress  at  this  time- 

Wheteupon,  the  Senate  then  adjourned  without 
day. 


SPECIAL  session- 


Monday,  March  4. 

In  conformity  to  the  summons  from  the  Pbbbi- 
DENT  OF  THE  United  States,  the  Senate  assun- 
tded  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

The  Hon.  John  LAnanoN,  President  pro  tem- 
pore, read  the  summons  of  die  PREeinsHT  of  the 
United  States,  as  follows: 
Tkf  Praidenl  of  Ike  United  Staiei 

fo  the  Pretident  of  the  Senate  .■ 


injftaut,  I  have  derired  their  Ktlenduice,  as  I  do  youn, 
t?  th««e  prwents,  at  the  Senate  Cbuober,  in  Philadel- 
phia, on  that  day ;  then  and  tbeie  to  receive  and  delibe- 
rate on  auch.  communications  aa  absU  be  made  to  jou 
on  m  V  part. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Habcb  1,  1763. 

The  following  Senators  were  present: 

John  Lanodon,  from  New  Hampshire; 

Qeorqe  Cabot,  from  Massachusetts; 

Theooohe  Foster,  from  Rhode  Island ; 

Oliver  Ellsworth  and  RoaEnSHBiiHAN,fn)m 
Connecticut; 

Rdfob  Kinq,  from  New  York; 

JoBK  RoTHEBrcRn,  from  New  Jersey; 

Robert  Morris,  from  Pennsylvania; 

George  Read,  from  Delaware ; 

John  Henry  and  Ricbahd  Potts,  from  Ma- 
ryland ; 

Jahes  Morroe,  from  Vi^inia; 

John  Brown  and  John  Edwards,  from  Ken- 

Behjamin  Hawkins,  from  North  Carolina; 
Ralph  Izard,  from  South  Carolina; 
James  Gdnn,  from  Georgia. 
Samobl  Livermore,  from  the  State  of  New 


to  him  by  the  Phesidekt  of  the  Senate,  as  the 
law  provides. 
Agreeably  to  notice  given  by  the  PsEatDENT  of 
lE  United  States,  on  the  2d  instant,  he  came 
to  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Chair  usually  assigned  the  President  of  the  Se- 
nate^who,  on  this  occasion,  vas  seated  at  the  right 
and  ID  advance  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  a  seat  on  the  le^and  also  in  advance, 
being  provided  fur  Judge  (Joshing,  appointed  to 
administer  the  Oath;  the  doors  of  the  Senate 
Chamber  being  open^  the  Heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments, Foreign  Ministers,  the  late  Speaker,  and 
mch  Members  of  the  late  House  of  Representa- 
tives as  were  in  town,  together  with  as  many  other 
ipectators  as  could  be  accommodated,  were  present. 
After  a  short  pause,  the  President  of  (he  Se- 
nate arose,  and  addressed  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  follows: 

Iib:  Oneorihe  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  Statea  ie  nol*  jireeent,  and  ready  to  admin* 
to  you  the  oath  required  by  the  ConatilntioD  to  be 
I  by  the  PaHiniiiT  or  Tax  Unilao  StaTib." 
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Onwliicb  the  Pmebidgntopthb  United  States, 
rising  from  his  seat,  was  ple&sed  to  address  the 
audience  as  follows: 

"Fillow-Citiikitb:  I  un  again  called  upon,  by 
the  vMce  of  tnj  oountry,  to  execute  the  ftinctioaa  of  iU 
Chief  Hegiitiale.  When  the  occuion  proper  for  it  ahall 
■irive,  I  ahall  endeavor  to  eipreaa  the  high  aeoae  I  en- 
iMtain  of  thii  diatiDgmihed  honor,  and  of  the  confidence 
which  baa  been  lepoaed  in  me  by  the  people  of  United 
America. 

«  Previoiu  to  the  execution  of  an;  official  act  of  the 
PuaiDEHT,  the  Constitulion  requir«aui  oath  of  office. 
ThiB  oath  I  un  now  about  ta  take,  and  in  your  pt«- 


eence;  that,  if  it  ihaQ  be  bund,  dnnng  m;  adminictifr 
tion  of  the  Govomment,  I  ha*p,  in  an;  instance,  vio- 
lated, willingly  or  knowingly,  the  injunction  (hereoC  I 
may  (beaidei  incurring  Conalitutioi^  paniihment)  he 
-aubject  to  the  npbraidinga  of  all  who  are  now  Titnrrin 
of  the  [resent  eolemn  ceremony." 
Judge  Cdshino  then  administered  the  oath  of 

office  required  by  the  Constitution ;  after  which, 

the  President  of  the  Uniteed  States  retired, 

and  the  spectators  dispersed. 

After  acting  upon  several  nominations  receired 

from  the  Pbesidbht,  the  Senate  adjoiuoed,  Mne 

die. 
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HiiUSK  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  SECOND  MSSION  OF  THE  MOOMD  CONWIESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 
PHILADBLPHU,  NOVEHBBA  6,  1793. 


MoNDAS,  November  5,  1793, 

This  being  the  day  appointed  b*  law  for  the 

meetiog  of  the  (weseat  Congtess,  uie  foUowing 

members  appeared,  produced  their   ciedeniials, 

and  took  their  seats : 

/Vam  f^iB  Hampihire,  Nicholas  Oii.m*n, 
Samuel  Livkbmorb,  and  Jiremiah  Smith. 

IVotn  Ahmaehtuetta,  Fibber  Ahbs,  Sbbah^ 
JASHUB  BoDRMB,  Elbridos  Osbby,  Bbsjamih 
QooDeoR,  Obdroh  Tbatcbes,  and  AmiMAa 
Ward. 

.    From  Rhode  Itland,  Gborob  Lbonarv,  Benja- 
min BODRNB. 

fVom  dnn«cftcu(,  Amasa  Lbardbi^  Jokatbah 
Stdbqeb,  and  Jonathan  Tbumbull,  (Speaker.) 

JVom  Vermont,  Natbanibl  Nuusa  and  Isbael 
Smitb. 

fVom  New  York,  E(ibebt  Bgnbon,  John  Lad- 
KANCE,  and  Thomas  Tredwell. 

Fivm  New  Jertey,  Eliab  Boddinot,  Abbahah 
CiMRE,  and  Jonathan  Dayton. 

/Vom  Penrm/lvania,  Thoxas  Fitzbimonb  and 
Frederick  Ad  oust  ds  Mdhlenbero. 

JVom  Man/land^  Philip  Eet  and  Wiixiau 
Tans  Murray. 

Prom  Virginia,  William  B.  Giles,  Jambs 
Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Josiar  Parker, 
Abraham  Vemable,  and  Alexander  White. 

Prom  North  CSiroiina,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
JoRN  Steele,  and  Hdoh  Williamson. 

Prom  South  Caralvna,  William  Smith,  Tho- 
mas Sdufter,  and  Thomas  Todor  Tdckeb. 

From  Georgia^  Abraham  Baldwin  and  Fran- 
cis Willis. 

A  quorum  of  members  being  present,  a  message 
was  sent  to  (he  Senate  to  inform  that  bodv  thereof. 
And  a  similar  message  was  received  by  the  House 
from  the  Senate  j  and  that  John  LANanON  had 
been  chosen  their  President  pro  tempore. 

A  joint  committee  were  then  appointed  to  wait 

0nthePRB8IDEKT0rTHEUNITEDaTATEB,t0inf0rm 

faim  thai  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is 

bled,  and  ready  to  receive  any  communications  he 

mar  think  proper  to  make  them. 

Aetotwd,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  dilferent  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress,  one  hj 
««oh  House,  to  interchange  weekly. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  appoint  a  Chap- 
lain on  their  part,  when  a  majority  of  votes  ap- 
peared in  faviv  of  the  Reverend  Abhbbl  Orbbr. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  enclosii^  a  procla- 
and  return  of  the  election  of  John  Mil- 
LEnoE,  to  serve  as  one  of  the  members  of  this 
House  for  the  said  State,  in  the  roam  of  Anthony 
Wayne,  whose  seat  was  declared  vacant;  which 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
petition  of  sundry  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Chaileslon,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
Congress  will  pass  a  taw  lo  restrain  the  proceed- 
ings, and  reduce  the  fees  in  the  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty of  the  United  States  in  (he  said  State;  as, 
also,  to  admit  of  other  security  being  taken,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Judge  of  the  Court,  in  small 
and  trivial  causes  brought  by  seamen  or  others 
against  vessels  in  the  merchants'  service. 

Ordered,  Tha(  the  said  pe(ition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  William  Smitb,  Mr.  Lavrance.  and  Mr. 
White,  with  instruction  to  examine  tne, matter 
(hereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  (heir  opinion 
(hereupon,  to  ine'House. 

Mr.  BocDiMOT,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
poin(ed  to  wait  on  the  President  op  the  Dnitgd 
States,  and  notl^  him  that  a  quorom  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled  and  ready  (o  receive  any 
communica(ions  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
(hem,  repor(ed  (bat  the  committee  had  performed 
that  service,  and  that  the  President  was  pleased 
to  say,  that  he  would  make  a  commtmication  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

ToBBDAY,  November  6. 

Several  other  members,  viz :  from  New  York, 
James  Gordon;  from  Pennsylvania,  John  Wilkbb 
Kittera;  and  from  Virginia,  Samcel  Gripfin 
end  John  Pace,  appeared  and  took  (heir  seats  in 
(he  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  are  now  ready,  in  the  Senate 
Chamber,  to  attend  this  House  in  receiving  the 
communieatitm  from  (he  President  or  the 
United  States,  agreeably  to  his  notification  to 
both  Houses  yesterday. 

The  Speaker,  attended  by  the  members  of  (fats 
House,  then  withdrew  to  the  Senate  Chamber  for 
the  purpose  expressed  in  the  message  from  the 
Senate;  and,  being  returned,  (he  Speaker  laid 
before  the  House  a  copy  of  the  Speech  delivered 
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by  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  to 
both  Houses  of  Coogress,  ia  tbe  Senate  Chamber. 
TA  copy  of  the  Speech  appears  in  the  proceediogs 
of  the  Senate.] 
Ordered,  Thai  ifae  said  Speech  be  committed 
'  to  the  consideratioD  of  a  Committee  of  ibe  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 

Wednebday  November  7. 

Several  members,  to  wit;  from  New  York,  CoR- 
NELiDS  C.  Scboonmaeer;  from  New  Jersey, 
Aaron  Kitchell;  from  FeaDsylTaDia,  Daniel 
Heister  ;  aud  from  Virginia,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  appeared,  and  look  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uuiled  States,  accom- 
panyine  his  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  public  moneys,  from  the  Ist  of  Jauu- 
ary,  1792,  to  the  30th  of  September  following,  in- 
clusive ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
enclosing  several  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money.  Ordered  to  be 
printed  (100  copies)  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  GooDBUE  moved  for  a  commiUee,  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  regislerbg  ships  and  vessels,  aud  regu- 
lating those  employedin  Ine  coasting  trade. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Goodhue,  FiTzeiuoNs, 
and  Parker,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  White  presented  a  memorial  from  Joseph 
Barnes,  attorney  for  James  Rumsey,  praying  the 
House  to  take  up  his  former  petition,  respecting 
the  enacting  another  law  for  tne  encouragement 
of  Useful  Arts,  and  complaining  that  the  law  now 
in  force  is  altcwether  insufficient  for  (he  purpose 
of  securing  authors  and  inventors  of  machinery, 
4bc.,  from  the  piracy  and  frauds  of  pretending  im- 
postors.    Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PREaioENT 
OF  THE  United  States,  communicating  to  the 
House  sundry  documents  referred  to  by  him  in  his 
Address  to  both  Houses  yesterday,  viz  r  a  state- 
ment of  the  appropriation  of  the  funds,  certified 
by  the  proper  officers.  A  representation  from  the 
Chief  Justice  and  associate  Justices  of  the  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  complaining  of  the  great 
severiiY  of  the  duties  impend  on  thera  in  being 
obliged  to  attend  the  Circuit  Courts,  which  occa- 
sioned them  to  spend  a  large  portion  of  their  lives 
in  the  act  of  traveling,  which  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
pected from  men  far  advanced  in  years,  unless  in 
cases  of  great  necessity.  That  (hey  were  almost 
constantly  forced  to  be  absent  from  their  families, 
and  their  heat(h  daily  impaired  by  the  fatigue  and 
burden  of  their  office.  And  praying  that  a  modi- 
fication may  speedily  take  place  in  the  Judiciary 
system. 

Another  memorial  was  also  amongst  the  papers 
sent  with  the  President's  Message,  from  the 
Judges  of  the  North  Carolina  dis(ric(.  containing 
a  detail  of  the  inconveniences  to  whicn  they  were 
subjected  by  the  law  respecting  the  claims  of  wi- 
dows, orphans,  and  invalid  pensioners.    Both  of 


those  communications  request  that  Congress  may 
hasten  a  modification  of  the  Judiciary  system  of 
the  United  States,  which,  in  some  instances,  they 
affirm,  to  be  not  only  burdensome  and  nnnecessa- 
rily  severe,  but  absolutely  impossible  in  the  exe- 

The  next  document  was  the  Constitution  of  the 
State  ofKenmcky. 

The  Clerk  of  (he  House  proceeded  to  read  some 
of  the  above-mentioned  papers;  and  finished  that 
respectinglheappropriationof  thefunds,asordered 
by  law,  in  the  Depar(men(  of  State.  These  were 
what  bad  been  commuiucaied  to  the  President 
by  Mr.  JEPFERaoN,  and  contained  details  of  moneys 
paid  to  the  persons  employed  at  Foreign  Coiuta, 
&x..  up  to  the  3d  of  November,  1792,  amounting, 
in  tbe  whole  to  $143,500.  These  siims  have  been 
paid  principally  to  Colonel  Humphreys,  at  Portu- 
gal; Mr.  C^verneur  Morris  at  Paris;  Mr.  Short, 
at  tbe  Hague;  Mr.  Carmicnael,  at  Madrid;  Sx. 
Mr.  Secretary  Jefferson's  communication  fur- 
ther contains  an  analysis  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Department  of  State,  from  the  1st  of  July,  1790, 
to  the  1st  of  July,  1791,  and  from  thence  to  the  1st 
July,  1792.  During  the  former  period  theamoont 
was  931,054  61.  The  latter  is  about  33,000.  These 
papers  were  referred  to  a  committee,  and  then 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  other  narts  of  the 
President's  Message,  some  of  whicD  being  of  a 
confidential  nature,  the  galleries  were  ordered  to 
be  cleared. 

DEFEAT  OF  GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  in(o  the  causes  of  the  failure  of 
the  late  expedition  under  Major  General  St.  Claii, 
which  was  made  on  the  8th  day  of  May  last,  be 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  erf" 
the  Whole  House  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Steele,  at  this  early  hour  of  the  present 
session,  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
report  which  bad  been  brought  in  at  the  close  of 
[he  last  session,  by  the  committee  then  appointed 
to  inquire  into  and  report  on  the  causes  of  the 
defeat  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Major 
General  St,  Clair,  on  the  4ih  of  November,  1791. 
Several  reports  having  been  circulated,  reflecting- 
dishonorably  upon  the  conduct  of  that  committee, 
of  which  Mr.  S.  was  a  member,  rendered  it  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  require  a  speedy  consideration 
of  the  whole  subject,  in  order  to  do  away  the 
prejudices  which  had  probably  taken  place  in  the 
mindsof  many  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
For  these  reasons,  he  moved  that  the  said  report 
ihonld  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  taken  up  on  this  day  week. 
ANSWER  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  Mr.  Lau- 
hance  in  (he  Chair,)  the  Speech  of  the  President, 
delivered  yesterday  to  Congress,  was  taken  up; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Suith,  of  South  Carolina, 
the  following  resolve  was  agreed  to :  "  That  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a 
-'espectful  Address  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
PED.  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  delivered 
o  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the 
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present  session;  with  assDraiiees,  thai  they  wonld 
take  into  eousideraticm  Ibe  iroporUiDt  matters  there- 
in contained."    An  amendment  was  now  moved, 
to  strike  out  the  word  "important;"  but  it  was 
neffatived,  as  being  a  word  of  too  much  importan< 
to  be  neglected.    The  resolntion  was  carried,  i 
substance,  as  above,  and  the  Committee  rose  ai 
reported  it.     The  House  immediately  agreed,  and 
a  committee  of  three — Messrs.  MAnieON,  Bei 
and  MuBBAT — were  appointed  by  the  Spe 
to  prepare  the  answer  in  conformiiy  with  the  said 
resolve. 

The  following;  Message  was' received  from  the 
PREsiDBifT  of  ihe  United  States: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  Ihe  Hatue  of  Stpretntativa  .- 

I  l»y  before  you  copies  of  certain  papare  relaliTe  to 
the  Spanish  uiterference  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty 
entered  into  in  the  year  1790,  botweeii  the  United  Stat™ 
and  the  Cieek  nation  of  Indiana,  together  with  a  Letter 
from  Ihe  Secretary  of  State  to  the  PresideDt  of  the  Unit- 
ed Sutee,  on  the  same  sabiect 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UniTBn  8tit»,  November  7,  1793. 

The  papers  accompanying  the  said  Message 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  Ihe  House  two  Letters 


petitions  from  Richard  O'Brien,  in  behalf  of  him- 
self and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  non 
in  captivity  at  Algiers,  staling  the  peculiar  hard- 
ships they  have  undergone  during  the  time  they 
have  been  kept  in  slavery,  and  praying  that  Con- 
g^ress  will  consider  th( '      ''  ' 


The  petition  of  James  Warrington,  attorney  in 
fiict  of  Joseph  Blachford,  anrviving  partner  of 
Harris  &,  Blacliford,  late  of  Charleston,  in  Ihe 
State  of  South  Carolina,  was  presented,  praying 
thai  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  and  fifty-two  doU 
lars  and  eighty-three-ninelieths  of  a  dollar,  wiUi 
the  interest  thereon,  which  is  due  from  the  United 
Stales  to  the  estate  of  John  Banks,  deceased,  may 
be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  a  claim  of  the  pe- 
titioner's constituents  against  the  estate  of  the  late 
General  Qreene,  on  account  of  his  security  to 
them  in  behalf  of  the  said  Banks,  on  a  contract  to 
snnjrfy  Ihe  late  Southern  Army  with  provisions; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  Messrs.  Joseph  and  Woodrop 
Sims,  merchants  in  Philadelphia  was  read,  declar- 
ing thai  the  ship  Two  Brothers^  with  a  cargo  of 
salt,  wines,  &«.,  bound  from  Cadiz  to  Philadelphia, 
had  been,  some  time  ago,  driven  into  New  York  by 
stress  of  weather  i  that  they  had  directed  their 
agent  there  (Mr.  Sealon)  to  dispose  of  the  cargo, 
but,  on  being  afterwards  informed  that  it  would 
not  bring  prime  coat,  they  countermanded  their 
orders,  and  the  ship  was  coming  round  to  Phila- 
delphia without  having  tn-okebdh,  but  was  wreck- 
ed off  Egg  Harbor ;  that  the  duties  had  been  bond- 

ed  at  NewYorkwheu  the  ship  entered  there, 

from  Thomas  Barclay,  Consul  of  the  United  States  and  the  Collector  had  informed  them  he  eould  not 
at  the  Court  of  Morocco,  one  dated  the  28lh  of  relinquish  his  demand  for  the  whole  of  said  du- 
Mayj  the  other  the  ]7Ih  of  July,  1792,  enclosing    ties;  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  property  saved 

™... c„_  d:-i 1 /Mi>^„_   ;_  i.„i,_ic.ri.:_      except  five  casks  and  one  quarter-cas^  of  wine, 

and  some  part  of  the  rigging ;  thai  said  five  and  a 
quarter  casks  were  duly  gauged  and  the  duty  paid 
in  Philadelphia ;  and,  finally,  prayingto  be  reliev- 
ed from  the  payment  of  tne  duties  secured  at 
New  York  on  a  ca^owhichnevercame  into  their 
poasession — this  either  by  a  general  or  special  taw 
of  Congress.    Ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  South  Carolina,  brought  in  a  re- 
port from  the  committee  appointed  on  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  merchants  of  Charleston,  against 
the  law  for  regulating  the  fees  in  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  of  the  United  States,  dtc.;  thai  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  said  law  shotild 
be  r^)eBled,  and  another  act  passed  to  regulate 
said  fees  and  to  empower  the  Judges  to  take  bail 
in  trivial  cases  brought  by  seamen  in  the  mer- 
chants' service,  not  exceeding  five  htmdred  dcd- 
jars ;  which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  He  on 
the  table. 

Ordertd,  That  the  petition  of  Jos^h  Barnes, 
attorney  in  ftcl  for  James  Rumaey,  which  lay  o 
the  table,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Willie 
Stukoes  and  Mr.  Lbb;  that  they  do  e: 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  in- 


i)rayi] 


take  such  measures  for  their  releasement,  t 
their  wisdom  shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  and  petitions 
be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  inform- 
ation. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  the 
followti^  P"P<rs,  to  wit : 

"^Ist.  A  statement  of  6te  meaanres  taken,  and  At 
overtures  made,  to  procnre  a  peaee  widi  the  Indians 
Norlhweatof  the  Ohio." 


of  ttie  Ohio.' 

>*  3d.  A  atatenHnt  ef  the  meaaima  which  have  been 
taken  to  oondliate  and  qniet  the  Sonlhem  bdiana." 


tiUtJea  of  part  ofthe  Cberokeea  and  Craeks.' 
"Stfa.  Aatatement  of  the  troops  in  Ihe  aemee  of  the 

United  Stale*." 
The  said  Letter  and  statements  were  partially 

read. 

Tbdbsday,  November  8. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Connecti- 
cut, Jaues  HtLLHooBB ;  from  Pennsylvania,  Wil- 
liam FiNOLEV  and  Israel  Jacobs  ;  and  from  Ken- 
tucky, ALHAnnBR  D.  Ona,  appeared,  and  took 
their  seats  in  the  House. 


t,  Mr. 


formation  that,  on  the  27th  of  September  last 
Brigadier  General  Putnam  concluded  a  Treaty  of 
Peace,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
Wabash  and  Illinois  Indians,  consisting  of  the 
several  tribe*  of  Eel  River,  Ouiltananons,  Potta- 
watomies  of  the  Illinois  river,  Mnsqui tons,  Kieka- 
pooe  of  the  Wabash,  Piankeshaws,  Kaskaskias, 
and  Peorians. 


,,^.- 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.  orR.] 


The  Pretuknt'0  Speech. 


[NoTEMBBB,  179S. 


Tlte  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  Speeclies  de- 
livered to  the  htdUns  by  Brigadier  Genenit  Put- 
aata.  That  which  he  spoke  to  the  Miamis,  &c., 
iDfoimed  them  tluit  the  Great  Chief  of  the  United 
Slates  had  sent  a  Speech  lome  time  ago,  as  well 
as  one  from  himseli,  inviting  those  trib^  to  peace, 
and  to  lecommeDd  it  to  theii  neighbors,  at  the 
same  time  obGerviDg,  tliat  a  treaty  had  becD  con- 
cluded with  the  Wabash  Indians,  and  the  hatchet 
everlastingly  buried.  "  Brothers."  said  he,  "  if  you 
will  hear  me,  aod  not  listen  to  the  singing  oi  the 
birds,  carried  to  yoar  ears  by  those  who  would 
ruin  and  destroy  you,  open  youi  ears  to  my 
message.  My  wish  is  to  see  you  all  happy,  and 
(hat  your  women  and  children  may  lie  down  in 
peace,  and  your  young  men  and  hunters  live  in 
harmony  with  the  United  States.  The  United 
States  never  intended  to  wrong  you  out  of  any  of 
your  lands.  Send  someof  your  wise  men  to  meet 
us,  who  can  see  and  hear  the  truth,  and  who  will 
consider  your  interest  well.  The  road  to  happi- 
ness and  peace  is  open  to  you.  Arise !  come  and 
see  me.  and  let  us  shake  hands  with  one  another." 
To  tne  Delawares  General  Putnam  also  made 
a  Speech,  wherein  he  expresses  sentiments,  in  sub- 
stance, as  follows :  "  I  h&ve  lived  with  you  many 
years.  The  Great  Chief  of  the  United  Stales  is 
a  good  man.  Listen  to  his  word^  which  he  sends 
by  me  to  you  for  your  good.  Many  things  have 
happened  which  were  forced  to  be  left  in  the  dark, 
but  they  will  all  come  to  light,  if  you  will  come 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Muskiiuiim  utd  hear  what 
we  have  to  say  to  your  people.'' 

Another  Smech  of  the  General's,  to  a  different 
tribe,  oSers  them  peace,  and  requests  them  to  send 
a  Speech  to  their  brothers,  desiring  them  not 
atop  their  eaT^  but  to  take  the  atraiKht  road 
happiness,  which  is  now  laid  open  to  them.  "  The 
Great  Spirit,"  said  he,  "  I  hope  may  succeed  in 
bringing  about  a  lasting  peace,  if  your  people  are 
as  willing  as  our  Great  Chief  to  brighten  the 
chain  of  friendship.  If  you  will  come  to  Phila- 
delphia, 1  will  provide  for  your  accommodatioD 
on  the  journey,  ai>d  I  request  your  answer." 

After  reading  the  above-mentioned  papers,  the 
House  look  up  a  memorial  presented  by  Commo- 
dore John  Htizle  wood,  respecting  se  rvices  and  losses 
performed  and  sustained  by  himduring  the  war,  and 
requiring  relief^  &c.  Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  LEBmoved  that  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  made  to  the  House  last  session, 
reacting  lost  or  destroyed  certificates,  be  taken 
up  m  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered,  That  said  Report  be  made  die  order 
of  the  day  for  next  Monday  week. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  aod  representation 
from  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Judges  of 
the  Swreme  Court  <^  the  United  States,  statins 
the  difficulties  and  inconveniences  which  attend 
lh«  diseha]^  of  their  duties,  according  to  the  pre- 
sent Judiciary  system,  referred  to  in  the  Pbbbi- 
omn'a  Message  of  yesterday,  be  committed  to  Mr. 
LiveaMOKB,  Mr,  Benson,  Mr.  Kitrra*,  Mr.  Vb- 
HABLI,  and  Mr.  William  Smith,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  seme,  and  report  their  opinion 
thereupon  to  the  House. 


Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  lo  pve- 

pare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  the  regulaxion 

of  pilots,  and  the  superintendence  of  light-houses, 

beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  throughout  the 

United  States ;  and  that  Mr.  FiTsaiHONB,  Mr.  Pai- 

EEB,andMr.  Wi[.L[AU80H,be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  papets 

immunicated  yesterday  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 

lative  to  the  Indians  Nonhwescand  South  of  tbe 

^L-er  Ohio,  and  to  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the 

United  States,  and  made  a  farther  progress  therein. 

Friday,  November  9. 
Another  member,  to  wit :  Cbbistopher  Green- 
-p,  from  Kentucky,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, and  took  nis  seal  in  the  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PRGa<DBirr 
'  THE  United  States,  transmitting  sundry  com- 
munications from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  con- 
taining a  correspiHidence  between  himself  and  the 
Governor  of  North  Carolina,  respecting  the  bound- 
ary line  between  the  State  of  Virginia  and  the 
territory  South  of  the  river  Ohio.  These  papers 
contain  details  of  tbe  situation  of  the  utksettled 
boundaries  extending  toward  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  a,  description  of  tbe  difference  between 
Walker's  and  Henderson's  lines,  which  areat  some 
places  three  miles  asunder ;  and  in  this  space  there 
are  upwards  of  a  hundred  families  which  may  be 
claimed  by  either  State,  or  they  need  acknowledge 

This  subject  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Boudihot, 
William  a  ON,  and  Page. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  < 
presented  an  Aodress  to  thi 
United  States,  in  answer 
Houses  of  Congress;  which  was  read, and  ordered 

to  be  committed  t"  ~  "^ ■" —        "' —  ^"' — '" 

House  U 


:  appointed, 
i  President  of  tbe 
o  his  Speech  ti 
wuiku  was  read, and  oiucicH 
I  Committee  of  the  Whole 


THE  PBEBIDENT'S  BPEECH. 


Mr.  MnsKAT  called  the  attention  of  the  Hotue 
to  that  part  of  the  Pkebwbiit's  Speech  which  re- 
spects the  transmission  of  newspapers  throug^ut 
tie  different  parts  of  the  Union.  He  observed, 
that  it  had  been  in  contemplation  to  qualify  the 
Post  Office  law  by  a  supptemant,  at  the  cl<»e  of 
the  Inst  seuion ;  bat,  fiom  die  jnultipUciiy  of  tnutr 
ness  crowding  in  at  that  time,  the  measure  wa* 
Tetinqnished.  The  same  reasons  e«nld  not  ope- 
rate in  the  present  seseion,  for  the  sobje«i  wBi  par- 
ticularly mentioned  by  the  Prebidhkt,  and  ought 
to  be  referred  to  a  committee  as  vrell  as  any  olber 
division  of  his  communications.  For  these  rea- 
sons, Mr.  M.  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee ;  but,  before  any  order  could  be  taken  on 
this  motion,  a  member  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  confidential  papers  from  the  War  Department, 
aod  the  Speaker  ordered  tbe  galleries  to  be 
cleared. 

Satcbday,  November  10. 
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ADDRESS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  g.  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  od  the  Address  to  the  Pnesi- 
DBHT  OF  THE  United  States,  in  answer  to  his 
Speech  to  both  Honsea  of  Coagrcss;  and,  afler 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed  the 
Chair,  and  Sir.  Ladbance  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  had  the  said  Address  under  coD&idera- 
tion, and  made  severalamendmeDts  thereto;  which 
were  severally^  twice  read,  and  agreed  io  by  the 

And  then  the  said  Address,  as  amended,  being 
again  read,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

"Sik:  The  House  of  RepieaentstiveB,  who  alwayi 
feel  a  satlBfectioii  in  meeting  jou,  are  much  eoncsmed 
that  the  occasion  Ibt  mutual  felicitation  aflbided  by  the 
'  drcimutances  favorable  to  the  natjonal  proBperity  gbaiitd 
be  abated  by  a  continiiBnce  of  Ihe  hoetde  spiiit  of  many 
of  the  In£ui  tribes,  and,  panicolarlyf  that  the  reiterated 
•Cbiti  fin  efieeting  a  gvnetal  parafication  nith  them 
riiould  hare  ianted  in  new  prooft  of  Atir  persererin^; 
enmity,  and  (he  balbantua  aaoriflce  of  citiiens,  who,  aa 
■the  meaaengen  of  peace,  were  diatingHiriiing  (bemBetree 
by  their  zeal  lor  the  public  Hmoe.  In  oar  deUbcratioiu 
on  this  important  department  of  oni  aAun,  we  diaJI  be 
dispoaed  to  poraue  every  meaanre  that  may  be  dictated 
by  the  nncereat  delire,  on  one  hand,  of  cuitiTatiiig  peace, 
and  maikiferting,  by  eveiy  pnietieable  regalation,  our 
benevolent  regard  for  the  wel&ni  of  thote  miaipitded 
people  \  and  by  the  duty  we  feel,  on  the  other,  to  pro- 
vide eSectttally  for  the  wfe^  and  |iTatecti«»i  of  o|iT  fel- 
low-citiiena. 

"  While  with  regret  we  learn  that  i^mptoma  of  oppoai- 
lion  to  die  law  impoaingduttea  on  roiritBdiatiUed  within 
the  United  Statea,  have  manifested  tbemaelves,  we  re- 
flect with  MMolalioa,  tbtl  dieyare  confined  to  a  small 
portion  of  onr  feHew-dtiieng.  It  ia  not  more  essential 
to  dke  preservation  of  tme  liberty,  (hat  ■  Oaremment 
•bonld  be  always  ready  to  listen  to  the  representatic 
of  its  constittienia,  and  to  accommodate  its  measures 
Ab  sentfoents  and  widMs  of  every  part  of  them,  as  br 
aa  will  oonnst  with  the  good  of  the  whole,  than  it  is, 
that  the  just  authority  of  the  lawa  should  be  steadfastly 
Uodra  this  impseakon,  every  Depart 


of  the  CiovanuDant,  and  all  gaod  dtiuiu,  nuut  sppron 
the 'measiins  you  have  taken,  and  the  purpose  you  have 
fbnned,  to  execute  Ihia  part  of  todi  trust  widi  firmness 
and  energy  i  and  be  assured,  mt,  of  every  constitutional 
■id  and  co-operation,  which  may  becotne  requisite  on 
Dur  part.  And  we  hope  that,  wmle  the  progresi  of  con- 
tentment under  the  law  in  quectioa,  is  as  obvious  ae  it 
is  rational,  no  pailicalar  part  of  the  community  may  be 
permitted  to  withdraw  from  the  general  burdens  of  the 
country,  by  a  conduct  as  irreconcilabk  to  national  jus- 
tice, aa  it  is  inconsistent  with  public  decency. 

"  The  productive  state  of  the  Public  Revenue,  and  the 
eonfinnetion  of  the  credit  of  tbe  United  States  abroad, 
svinced  by  the  loans  at  Antwerp  and  Amsterdam,  are 
oommunicationB  the  mom  grati^ing,  as  Ihtj  enforce 
the  obSgatioti  to  enter  on  systematic  uid  effectual 
rangamanta  IbT  dischaiging  ihs  PoUic  Debt,  as  iat 
the  conditions  of  it  wiU  permit ;  and  we  take  pleasi 
in  the  opportoni^  to  asaora  yon  of  our  entire  cone 
teaca  in  the  opinion,  that  no  measuie  can  be  more  ' 
airaUe,  whether  viewad  wiA  an  eye  to  the  uigeal  wish 


of  the  oommuiity,  or  the  intril 
moting  so  happy  a  change  in  o' 
"  The  adoption  of  a  Constitution  for  the  BtaM  of  Ean- 
ickj,  is  an  event  on  which  we  join  in  all  the  satisfac- 
tion  you  have  eipreased.  It  may  be  considered  as  par- 
ticularly interesting,  since,  besides  the  immediate  bene- 
fits resulting  from  it,  it  is  another  auipidous  demon- 
stratioD  of  the  &ciltty  and  success  with  which  an  en- 
lightened people  is  capable  of  providing,  by  free  and 
deliberate  plans  of  Government,  for  their  own  safe^ 
and  happineaa. 

"Theoperation  of  the  law  establishing  the  Post  OfGoe, 
aa  it  relates  to  the  transmission  of  newapapere,  wiB 
mrait  oui  partindar  inquiry  and  attention,  the  circnla- 
tioa  ofpofatiealinteUigaBeethranghtheaaTdiiclea  being 
jnstly  raokoned  among  Aa  aneat  msana  tr" 
the  dagmani^  of  a  tree  GovammeBt,  aa  w 
eomsieDdii^  every  aahltary  pubho  mMuMre  <»  ««  bhc 
fidence  and  co-operation  of  aU  virtnoiH  atBena. 

"  Tbe  aevaral  other  matteai  which  you  have  commn-  - 
niratrd  and  reecaaiaaBded,  will,  in  Asir  erdet,  i«eei*e 
the  attention  doe  to  them,  and  otir  diMtiasioaa  wiH,  in 
all  cases,  we  trust,  be  gidded  by  a  pnpei  icapeci  fat 
harmony  ajid  stability  in  the  public  Ceiondla,  and  a  de- 
sire to  coTtciliate,  mora  and  mora,  (k  attachment  of  our 
ooBstitaenta  to  the  ConstitnliDD,  1^  measQieB  aecomno- 
dated  to  the  true  coda  for  whkh  it  w«a  eatahUahed." 

IteBohsd,  That  the  Sfeaxeb,  attended  by  the 
House,  do  present  the  said  Address,  and  that  Mr. 
Madibon,  Mr.  Benson,  and  Mr.  Morrat,  be  a 
committee  lo  wait  on  the  Prbbident,  to  know 
when  and  where  it  will  be  convenient  for  him  to 
receive  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  commiitee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  merchants  of  Ihe  city  of  Charleston,  in 
SoTith  Carolina.  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  proTision  ought  to  be  made  by 
w,  to  regulate  tee  fees  of  the  sereral  District 
Courts  of  Uie  United  States,  in  all  cases  of  Admi- 
ralty proceedings ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  act  for 
the  regulation  of  seamen  in  the  merchants'  ser- 
vice,  as  makes  ships  or  vessels  and  their  appurte- 
■£  liaUe  to  seizure  and  detention,  foi  actions 
vial  a.mounl,  b«  repealed ;  and  that,  in  future, 
auvwet  bejvested  in  the  District  Judge,  to  accept 
ofother  sufficient  security ,  in  cases  where  thesum 

in  dispute  shall  not  exceed dollars. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  William 
Smith,  Mr.  Ladrance,  and  Mr.  White,  do  pre- 
pare and  faring  in  die  same. 

Mr.  Madibok,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  PsBeiDENT  of  thi  United  States, 
to  know  when  and  where  it  will  be  convenient 
for  him  to  receive  the  Address  of  this  House,  ia 
answer  to  bis  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
reported  that  ihe  committee  had  wailed  on  the 
Prbbidest,  who  signified  tr  -"■—  ■'■-'  " '"' 


them  that  it  would 
be  conveni^t  (o  him  to  receive  the  said  Addreaa 
at  12  o'clock  OB  Monday  next,  at  hia  own  house. 

Monday,  November  12. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  John  Baptist  Abkb, 
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The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a.  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  cohering 
statement  of  the  receipts  and  eipendilures  of  pu 
lie  moneys,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791 ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
ADDRESS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  Speakeh,  attended  by  the  House,  then 
withdrew  to  the  house  of  the  PaEsinENT  op  the 
Unitee  States,  and  there  presented  to  him  the 
Address  of  this  House,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress ;  to  which  the  Phbbident 
made  the  following  reply : 

"GiHTLiaiir:  It  givei  ma  pkunre  to  eiprew  to  yon 
tbe  ntititcJioa  which  yom  Addi«a  aflbrdi  me.  I  f«el, 
u  I  ought,  the  approbaliini  yon  nunifeat  of  the  mea- 
sures I  ha<s  taken,  mil  the  purpow  I  haie  formed,  '~ 
naintaiD,  ponnunt  to  the  tnul 
.  Constitution,  the  respect  which 
the  uaurance  which  jou,  at  the  . 
every  coiutilutional  aid  end  co-operatioa  th*i  may  be- 
come requisite,  on  youi  put. 

"  This  is  a  nen  proof  of  that  enlightened  solicitude 
for  the  esUbiishment  and  confiimalion  of  public  order, 
which,  embracing  a  lealoua  regard  for  the  prindples  of 
true  hberty,  has  guided  the  detiberatjone  of  the  House 
of  RejnesentatiTes ;  a  perseverance  in  which  can  alone 
secure,  nnder  the  Divine  blessing,  the  real  and  perma- 
nent felidty  of  our  common  country. 

"  G.  WASHINGTON." 

The  House,  having  returned  to  their  Chambei 
resumed  the  readiiwofthe  papers  communicate) 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  Wednesday  last,  re 
lative  to  the  Indians  Northwest  and  South  of  the 
river  Ohio,  and  to  the  Iroojn  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  made  a  farther  progress  therein. 

Tdesday,  November  13. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Robert  Barn- 
well and  Daniel  Huobb,  from  South  Carolina, 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  tlie  House. 

Mr.  BouniNOT,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  from  the  Phesideht  of 
TBE  United  States,  of  the  9th  instant,  together 
with  sundry  papers  on  the  subject  pf  the  boundary 
tine  befween  the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  South  of  the  Ohio,  made 
a.  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  tie  on 
the  table. 

DEFEAT  OF  GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"Rfobed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Secretary  of  War  be  notified  that  this  House  in- 
tend, on  Wednesday  next,  to  take  into  condderalion 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  late  etpeditioa  under 
General  St.  Clair,  to  the  end  that  they  may^atMmd  the 
House,  and  fnmish  such  information  as  may  be  condu- 
cive to  the  dne  investigation  of  the  matters  stated  in  the 
■aid  report :" 

Mr.  Williamson  moved  to  strike  out  the  latter 
part  of  the  resolution^  which  respected  the  attend- 
ance of  the  Secretaries  on  the  House.  This  mo- 
tion, if  carried,  leaves  the  resolution  a  simple' 


proposition  to  inform  those  officers  that  the  House 
were,  on  Wednesday,  to  lake  the  Report  on  tbe 
failure  of  Oeneral  St.  Clair's  expedition  into  coo- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Vehable  objected  generally  to  the  resolo- 
tion,  as  inconsisieal  with  the  dignity  of  the  House. 
He  doubled  the  propriety  of  the  measure  altO' 
geiher.  The  gentlemen  are  not  impeached,  and 
Oierefore  the  House  has  no  right  to  cite  them  lo 
make  their  appearance ;  and,  with  respect  to  lb- 
formation^the  House  can  command  such  fromtbe 
Heads  of  Departments  as  they  may  see  proper  to 
require.  He  was  at  a  loss  in  attempting  to  inves- 
tigate the  obieci  of  the  resolution.  He  could  see 
no  purpose  tnat  it  would  answer,  which  could  not 
as  well  be  obtained  without  it. 

Mr.  White  offered  several  objections  to  (he 
resolution,  of  a  similar  import  witn  the  above. 

Mr.  Datton  supported  the  motion  by  a  few  re- 
marksj  staling  the  importance  of  that  information 
which  those  gentlemen  alone  could  give.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  be 
observed  had  exculpated  ihecommandinsGeBeTal 
on  that  expedition,  whereas  he  was  oi  opinion 
that  the  fauute  was  owing  to  the  misconduct  of 
thai  gentleman. 

Mr.  Tdcker  objected  to  tba  resolution.  He 
preferred  the  mode  of  reqniring  that  information 
which  the  House  might  tiiink  necessary,  in 
writing. 

Mr.MAniaoH  objected  to  the  motion  on  consti- 
tutional grounds,  and  as  being  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  the  House.  He  had  not,  he  said, 
thoroughly  revolved  (he  matter  in  his  own  mind, 
and  therefore  was  not  prepared  lo  stale  fully  the 
effects  which  would  result  from  the  adoption  of  * 
the  resolution ;  but  he  would  hazard  thus  much, 
that  ii  would  form  an  innovation  in  (be  mode  of 
conducting  the  business  of  this  House,  and  intro- 
duce a  precedent  which  would  lead  to  perplexing 
and  embarrassing  consequences ;  aa  it  mvotved  a 
conclusion,  in  respect  to  the  principles  of  the  Qo- 
vernment.  which  at  an  earlier  day  wcijild  have 
been  revolted  from.  He  was  decidedly  in  favor 
of  written  information. 

Mr.  Clak:  was  opposed  to  the  resolution;  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  who  made  the  report, 
he  bad  no  apprehension ;  with  respect  to  informa- 
tion, (he  report  and  the  vouchers  are  before  the 
House;  and  such  further  inquiry  may  be  made  of 
the  proper  officers  as  the  House  may  think  ne- 
cessary. 

Mr.~  Ameb  supported  the  resolution.  He  noticed 
the  impressions  which  the  feilure  of  the  late  ex- 
pedition had  made  on  the  public  mind.  Charac- 
ters had  suffered  in  the  general  estimation.  It 
was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation should  take  place,  that  if  the  failuiettf 
the  expedition  was  a  mere  cctsualty,  and  the  for- 
tune of  war,  it  might  be  made  to  appear ;  or,  if  it 
was  owing  to  misconduct,  the  blame  might  fall  on 
the  proper  snbjects.  The  mode  suggested  (o  ob- 
tain toiormation  appeared  to  him  the  best  that 
could  be  adopted — the  most  adequate  lo  the  ob- 
ject. It  was  due  to  justice,  to  truth,  and  to  the 
national  honor,  to  talce  effectual  measures  to  in- 
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vestigate  the  business  Ihorougfaly.  This  inquiiy 
appears  to  be  the  beginning  of  an  arrangement 
preparatory  to  an  impeachment;  on  whom  this 
'will  fall,  he  should  not  presume  to  say ;  but  still  it 
places  the  subjecl  in  an  important  point  of  view, 
and  shows,  in  the  strongest  manner,  the  necessity 
of  adopting  the  best  possible  mode  of  asceitaining 
the  real  state  of  facts.    This,  he  conceived,  could 


Mr.  GtLES  objected  to  the  resolution.  He  pre- 
ferred a  thorough  discussion  of  the  report,  in  the 
first  place,  and  a  comparison  of  the  vouchers  with 
the  report;  and  \{,  in  the  issue,  it  should  appear 
necessary  to  call  for  information  from  these  offi- 
cers, it  could  then  be  done ;  but,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  business,  lo  adopt  the  resolution  would 
place  the  committee  in  H  very  disagreeable  situation. 

Mr-  Laurance  oWrved  that  the  committer  in 
^eir  report,  say  that,  for  want  of  time,  they  nad 
not  been  abie  to  complete  it;  it  is,  then,  apparent 
from  the  report  itself  that  it  is  immature.  He 
stated  several  particulars  in  the  report  which  were 
incomplete,  and  from  hence  inferred  that  there 
was  material  information  to  be  received  previous 
to  being  able  lo  form  a  competent  judgment  on 
the  mailer.  He  observed  that,  as  the  informa- 
tion must  be  had,  he  saw  no  necessity  of  post- 
poning  the  attendance  of  those  officers  in  the  first 
instance. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ames's  remark, 
that  the  best  possible  mode  oucht  to  be  adopted,  ob- 
served, thai  there  seemed  to  Be  different  ideas  en- 
tertained by  the  difieient  advocates  of  the  resolu- 
tion ;  one  seemed  to  implicate  the  officers  alluded 
to  as  parlies  concerned;  another  appeared  to  con- 
sider them  merely  as  witnesses.  For  his  part,  he 
thought  theie  was  no  other  way  of  proceedmg, 
btit  that  of  adopting  one  or  the  other  of  these 
alternatives:  either  to  take  up  the  report  and  dis- 
cuss its  merits,  or  for  the  House  to  begin  the 
inquiry  themselves,  de  novo. 

Mr.  LiTEBHOHB  objected  to  the  resolution.  He 
could  not  see  any  advantage  which  would  result 


from  adopting  it.    He  thought  the  causes  of  the 

failure  of  the  expedition  were  sufBcieutly  obvio 

without  criminating  any  body.    He  adverted 


these  causes — ihcy  were  the  rawness  of  the  troops, 
and  the  superiority  of  the  Indians  as  marksmen. 
On  these  points,  he  could  not  see  what  informa- 
tion could  be  derived  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  He  thought  thai  the  Legislature  had 
gone  too  far  already,  and  that  no  satis^ction  would 
result  from  further  proceedings,  but  that  the  sub- 
ject would  appear  more  and  more  involved. 

Mr.  BocDiNOT,  after  stating  sundry  particulars 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  public  mind  at  the  time 
ot  the  report,  adverted  to  several  parts  of  it  which 
sfmear  to  criminate  particular  persons,  some  of 
whom  were  absent  at  the  time  of  the  investigation 
on  which  the  report  is  founded.  He  therefore 
urged  the  necessity  of  receiving  from  the  Heads 
of  the  Departments  that  information  which  was 
requisite  to  throw  light  on  several  parts  of  the 
report,  and  that  this  ought  to  be  done  previons  to 
taking  the  report  into  consideration, 
ad  Com— 23 


Mr.  FiTzaiMONs  said  he  should  vole  against  the 

solution.  He  did  not  think  this  the  proper  time 
call  for  the  information  alluded  to;  nor  the 
mode  proposed  a  proper  one.  Some  remarks  have 
been  made  on  the  report,  though  it  is  not  before 
the  House;  to  these  be  should  not  particularly 
reply,  but  would  only  observe,  that  no  person  had 
applied  to  the  House  for  redress  of  any  supposed 
injury  received  by  the  report.  It  has  been  said 
tmit  tne  inquiry  ought  to  have  been  a  military 

e ;  but  it  was  wellknown  that  it  was  impossible 

institute  such  an  inquiry  by  reason  of  the  want 
of  officers.  He  then  gave  a  sketch  of  the  mode  of 
proceeding  adopted  by  the  committee  in  conduct-  - 
ing  the  inquiry,  to  show  that  they  had  availed 
themselves  of  every  means  of  information  within 
their  power, 

Mr.  Williamson  said  he  had  moved  lo  strike 
out  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution,  but  he  was 
equally  opposed  lo  the  whole  of  it ;  and  since  he 
had  heard  the  remarks  of  several  gentlemen,  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  best  wav  was  to  dispcrae  of  it  altogether, 
and  to  let  the  subject  proceed  in  the  course  which 
it  had  already  taken. 

Mt.  Giles  observed,  that  he  thought  there  was 
less  delicacy  observed  on  this  occasion,  in  respect 
to  the  committee,  than  was  usual  in  tnis  House. 
With  respect  to  the  report,  the  vouchers  on  which 
every  assertion  is  founded  are  before  the  House. 
As  to  the  incompleteness  of  the  r^>orl,  it  is  an  im- 
material object;  the  few  blanks  it  contains  are 
occasioned  by  the  want  of  time  to  examine  the 
voluminous  papers  necessary  to  be  examined,  in 
order  to  ascertain  some  of  the  facts^facts  not  in 
themselves  of  the  first  importance.  He  observed, 
that  he  had  not  the  smallest  objection  to  the  full- 
est investigation  of  the  subject;  he  was  in  favor 
of  all  the  information  that  could  be  possibly  ob- 
tained; he  objected  not  only  to  the  mode  now 
contended  fbr,  which  he  thought  not  only  liable 
to  all  the  objections  which  had  been  made,  but  to 
many  others  which  might  be  offered. 

Mr.  Dayton  observed,  that  he  was  one  of  those 
who  were  not  satisfied  with  the  report ;  he  did  not 
think  the  conclusion  which  exculpated  the  com- 
manding officer  could  be  supported  by  the  report 
itself.  He  adverted  to  several  facts  slated  in  it, 
which  showed  that  the  commander  must  have 
been  highly  culpable ;  he  instanced  the  slowness 
of  his  movements,  the  dilatorincss  in  constructing 
forts,  and  his  being  surprised  by  the  enemy.  He 
thoueht  that  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from 


tlemen,  on  what  he  had  said,  were  illiberal,  i 


Uey  had  virtually  impeached  his  candor^  when 
he  was  not  conscious  of  deviating  from  its  dictates. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  have  touched  on  the 
merits  of  the  report,  but  he  had  been  impelled  to 
do  it  from  the  turn  the  debate  had  taken. 

Mr.  GERRVwas  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  He 
enlarged  on  the  magnitude  of  the  object  of  inves- 
tigation, and  insisted  that  it  was  the  mdispensable 
duty  of  the  House  thoroughly  to  probe  the  sub- 
ject to  the  bottom,  that  if  any  persons  have  been 
lo  blame  they  may  suffer,  or  if  the  event  which 
has  taken  place,  by  whicn  the  national  character 
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has  suffered,  and  so  severe  and  unproductive  an 
expense  has  been  incurred,  amouDting  probably  to 
oae  million  dollars,  has  been  owing  U)  circum- 
stances which  could  not  be  avoided  or  coutroUed, 
the  public  may  receive  satisfaclion  as  10  the  whole 

I  Mr.  Paoe  objected  to  the  resolulioa,  particD- 
/  larly  to  the  precedent  it  would  establish ;  but,  ai 
'  the  same  time,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  fullest  in- 

Suiry  the  subject  was  susceptible  of.  He  said, 
»e  mode  proposed  would  operate  to  clog  the  free- 
dom of  inquiry,  and  the  freedom  of  derate. 

Mr.  Ames,  adverting  to  the  spirit  of  the  report, 
pointed  out  the  peoiHiar  situation  of  the  two 
Secretaxies,  and  that  they  did  not  stand  on-  the 
same  ground  with  other  persons  who  are  not  so 
intimately  implicated  in  the  matter.  He  alluded 
to  the  various  objections  which  bad  been  urjred 
from  precedent,  from  the  fullness  of  the  investiga- 
tion which  the  subject  had  undergone  in  the  hands 
of  the  Committee,  and  from  the  remark  by  Mr. 
LivERMORE,  that  sufficient  had  already  been  done. 
To  this  last  objection  he  particularly  replied,  by 
saying  that  the  public  wanted  further  satisfaction, 
and  that  the  House  could  not  justify  themselves 
to  their  cDDSlituenis  without  a  stricter  and  fuller 
investi^tion,  that  the  whole  of  the  facts  might  be 
laid  be  lore  them. 

Mr.  Madihoh  said,  the  mode  now  [ttoposed  in- 
volved a  dereliction  of  the  only  practicaole  mode 
of  transacting  public  business ;  and  that,  however 
imperfect  that  mode  might  be,  still  he  believed 
that  it  was  the  only  one  that  had  received  the 
sanction  of  experience  and  utility.  He  therefore 
hoped  that  the  resolution  would  be  rejected,  and 
the  mode  already  adopted  persevered  in,  and  the 
necessary  information  called  for  in  writing,  from 
every  person  in  anywise  interested  or  competent 
to  give  it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  supported  the  resolution.  He 
showed  by  the  report  itself,  and  from  the  reason- 
ing used  by  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the  reso- 
lution, that  the  two  Secretaries  were  implicated 
in  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition ;  from 
hence,  he  inferred  the  justice  and  propriety  of 
giving  them  an  opportunity  of  exculpating  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  Gehrv  expressed  surprise  at  the  apprehen- 
sion which  some  gentlemen  appear  to  entertain  of 
the  measure  of  introducing  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments into  the  House ;  for  his  part  he  had  no  such 
apprehensions.  The  Secretary  will  attend  at  the 
orders  of  the  House  merely  to  give  such  tafonna- 
tion  as  may  be  required,  and  not  as  members  or 
ministers,  to  influence  and  govern  the  determina' 
tionsof  the  House. 

Mr.  Venable  objected  further  to  the  resolution ; 
he  urged  the  impropriety  of  any  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments  coming  forward,  and  attempting  in 
any  way  to  influence  the  deliberations  of  the  Le- 
gislature. 

Mr.  Laurance  replied  to  Mr.  Venable;  he  ob- 
served that  the  gentleman  appeared  to  mistake 
the  object  of  the  resolution;  il  was  not  contem- 
plated that  either  of  the  Secretaries  should  appear 
on  the  door  of  the  House  to  influence,  in  any  de- 


gree, its  decisions ;  they  are  to  be  called  on  merely 

for  information. 

Mr.  Murray  objected  to  the  resolution.  The 
report,  he  obsetvea.  is  made  to  the  House ;  if  in 
the  course  of  its  discussion  any  further  light  or 
information  should  be  deemed  necessary,  it  nutv 
then  be  called  for.  and  in  that  mode  which  shall 
appear  most  eligiole — at  present  the  question  ap- 
pears to  be  premature,  Mr.  Mubray  added  seve- 
ral other  remarks,  and  then  the  question  being 
put,  Mr.  Williahsom'b  motion  for  striking  out 
was  carried. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution  as  amended, 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Remivtd,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  is  referred  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
failure  of  the  expedition  under  Major  General  St. 
Clair,  he  empowered  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
and  records.  Tor  their  information. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
statement  of  the  several  disbursements  of  money 
made  by  the  Department  of  War  in  the  years 
1790  and  1791. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  I^P^rs 
communicated  by  the  SecreUry  ofWar  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  relative  to  the  Indians  Northwest  and 
South  of  the  River  Ohio,  and  to  the  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  made  a  farther 
progress  therein. 

Wednesday,  November  14. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  William  Barbt 
Grove,  from  North  Carolina,  appeared  and  look 
his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Blake,  Joseph  Bindon.  John 
D.  Merc ier,  and  Benjamin  Thompson,  on  Dehalf 
ot  themselves  and  other  Canadian  refugees,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  com- 
pensation for  losses  and  injuries  sustained  id  their 
persons  and  property,  by  adhering  to  the  Ameri- 
can cause,  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  lo 
Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  and  Mr, 
Murray  ;  that  tbey  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opmion  there- 
upon, to  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  and 
that  Mr.  White.  Mr.  Clark, and  Mr.  WiLLiAHaoN, 
do  prepare  and  Dring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mi.  Fitzsimons  be  added  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
James  Warington,  attorney  in  fact  for  Joseph 
Blachford,  surviving  partner  of  Harris  &  Blacn- 
furd,  late  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
accompanied  with  estimates  of  the  sums  necessa^ 
to  be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year  1793; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 
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Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Speech  which  relates  to  the  transmission 
of  newspapers,  and  teport  whether  aay,  and  what, 
alterationa  may  be  necessary  in  the  act  passed  last 
session  for  the  regulation  of  the  Post  Office ;  and 
that  Mi.  Murray,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Gilhan, 
Mr.  Ahes,  and  Mr.  Barnwell,  be  the  said  com- 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  together  with  a  me- 
morial of  Samuel  Hodgdon,  late  Quartermaster 
General  to  the  Army,  respectively  praying  that 
they  may  be  heard,  and  permitted  to  give  iniorma- 
tion  and  explanations  as  to  the  causes  of  the  fail' 
are  of  the  expedition  under  Major  General  St. 
Clair;  which  were  read.  The  Letter  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  is  as  follows : 

Wab  DiVAiTnaT,  Mwemia-  14,  IT9S. 

Sik:  After  the  close  of  the  last  eeanon  of  GongTeac 
I  raw  with  mnch  concern  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  oneeB  a(  the  fkQuie  of  the 
expedition,  under  Major  OenenI  St.  OUir,  of  the  8th  of 
May.  I79S;  which,  having  been  prcaented  to  IheHoiue 
in  the  Iwt  moments  of  the  sesiian,  wu  ordered  to  be 
piinted.  And  Iua  nnca  circuldeii  in  (be  pobhc  news- 
pvpras  throughout  the  United  States,  conlaining  aug- 
geationa,  most  of  them  fiiunded  upon  ex  parte  investi- 
gation, which  haie  been  understood  in  ■  senae  verj 
injuriona  to  mj  reputaliOD. 

Learning  that  the  present  da;  wu  appointed  for 
taking  into  consideration  the  above  mentioned  report,  I 
have  waited  with  aniioua  expectstian  for  eome  act  of 
flle  House  enabling  me  lo  attend  the  pTogreas  of  the 
exaAiinatian  upon  which  the;  are  about  to  enter,  tor 
the  purpose  of  fhmiahing  auch  inJormation  and  eipla- 
aKtiona  aa  might  conduce  to  a  right  understanding  of 
fitcts,  in  which  I  am  ao  msterisU;  impGcaCed.  The 
failure  of  a  proposition,  which  I  am  infinmed  ■vna  made 
to  the  House  with  that  view,  has  added  to  m;  solicitude 
and  r^ret 

Thus  sitnated,  I  ftel  ni<raelf  called  upon  to  ask  of  the 

rice  of  the  Hoase  that  aonte  mode  ma;  be  devised, 
which  it  will  be  put  into  my  power  to  be  preaent 
during  the  courae  of  the  intended  inquiry,  as  well  to 
hear  the  evidence  on  which  (he  several  allegations  con- 
tained in  the  report  are  founded,  as  to  odei  the  injbnaa- 
tion  and  eiplanationa  to  which  I  have  alluded. 

To  thia  step  I  am  impelled  b;  a  penuasion  that  an 
accurate  and  satisfaclor;  investigation  cannot  otharwiss 
he  had  with  equal  advantage,  if  at  alL  And  m;  entire 
reliance  upon  the  equi^  and  impsrtiaht;  of  the  House, 
will  not  permit  a  doubt  to  eiiat  on  mj  part  that  soidk 
an  investigation  will  be  exclusively  the  object  of  their 
deore  and  pursuit. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect, 
jour  iDoel  obedient  humble  servant, 

H.  KNOX. 
7^  Btbakib  of  the  korunOk 

the  Hoaee  of  RepmentaHvei  of  the  V.  S. 
DEFEAT  OF  GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR. 
And  then  the  order  of  the  day,  that  the  House 
do  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  ike  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  ex- 
pedition under  Major  General  St.  Clair,  being 
taken  np — 


Mr.  Madison  sumested  that  the  most  simjde, 
ost  practicable  anif  consistent  plan  would  be,  to 
commit  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  and 
refer  the  present  applications*  to  the  committee 
to  whom  the  report  shall  be  re-commiited.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
should  be  discharged  from  considering  the  reports 
-  '\e  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  late  expedition, 
r.  Smith  (S,  C.)  observed  (hat  several  olmc- 
.  struck  him  in  opposition  to  this  motion.  The 
House  must  at  some  period,  said  he,  meet  this 
;  if  it  is  recommitted,  there  will  be  an 
impropriety  in  referring  it  to  the  same  committee ; 
if  a  new  committee  is  appointed,  they  must  begin 
the  whole  subject  de  noooj  and,  if  their  invesli- 

Stion  should  take  up  such  a  length  of  time  as 
il  of  the  former  committee,  the  session  will  be 
expended,  and  at  the  close  of  it  the  business  will 
tecur  on  the  House,  and  the  same  discussion  will 
occur  again  that  is  now  proposed.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  therefore  proceed  ia  the  considera- 
tion of  the  repc«t,  assign  two  or  three  days  in  the 
week  for  the  purpose,  and  continue  the  investiga- 
tion tUl  the  whole  is  finished. 

Mr.  Giles  replied,  that  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  vouchers  on  which  the  committee  had  founded 
the  report  would  appear  sufficient  to  justify  the 
decisions  that  ihcy  nad  made.  He  said  that  he 
did  not  suppose  that  the  applicMits  would  adduce 
any  new  information;  one  of  them  had  been  called 
on,  be  attended  the  conunittee,  and  he  supposed 
that  he  had  furatshed  all  the  information  he  was 
in  possession  of.  He  objected  to  a  recommitment  j 
as  one  of  the  committee,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  report;  nor  4'^  ^^  conceive  there  was 
any  additional  evidence  to  be  produced,  except  it 
was  of  a  recent  date. 

Mr.  Ames  said,  he  perceived  such  a  disinclina- 
tion to  go  into  the  subject  as  indicated  a  proper 
temper  of  mind  in  relation  to  the  persons  supposed 
to  be  any  ways  interested  in  the  ultimate  decision 
of  the  House.  He  was  opposed  to  a  recommit- 
ment, as  it  would  procrastinate  instead  of  expe- 
diting the  inquiry.  He  adverted  to  the  report. 
Facts  are  stated;  the  public  have  been  left  lo 
draw  the  inferences;  the  committee  have  not  eX' 
plicitly  criminated  any  body ;  bnt  they  have  de- 
termined, in  several  instances,  who  is  not  to  blame. 
What  is  the  situation  of  those  who  are  implicated 
in  the  catises  of  the  failure?  Every  citizen  knows 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  issue  of  the  expedition, 
clamors  against  the  War  Department,  in  respect 
to  Indian  affiiirs,  have  rung  tbrottgh  the  Conti- 
nent. Should  public  officers,  vrlui  have  been 
placed  in  situations  of  such  importance  be  silent, 
and  submit  calmly  to  such  imputations,  they 
would  be  unworthy  of  public  confidence,  unworthy 
to  breathe  the  vital  air.  They  now  apply  for  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard  in  their  own  vindication. 
^U  they  be  sent  to  a  Committee-room,  and 
make  their  defence  against  the  allegations  brought 
forward  to  their  disadvantage,  which  have  been 
published  to  the  world,  in  the  nearing  of  perhaps 
ten  or  a  dozen  persons  only?    He  hoped  not — he 
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thought  justice  to  them  and  to  the  public  required 
that  they  should  be  allowed  to  make  their  defence 
in  the  face  of  the  world.  Will  not  precluding  them 
look  like  a  wish  to  smother  all  further  inquiry 
into  the  matter? 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  in  favor  of  recommilling;  he 
said  it  was  the  most  eligible  mode,  and  was  con- 
sonant to  the  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Madison  remarked,  that  it  had  been  said 
a  disposition  was  discovered  to  smother  inquiry. 
In  reply  he  observed  that,  if  he  wished  to  prevent 
a  thorough  investigation,  he  should  be  in  favor  of 
the  whole  subject  being  undertakea  by  the  Hous^ 
because,  he  olMerred,  that  if  a  select  committee  of 
a  few  members  took  seven  weeks  to  form  an  in- 
complete report,  it  must  appear  evident  that  so 
large  a  body  as  this  House  could  never  get  through 
the  matter.  He  further  observed,  that  the  same 
reason  existed  for  referring  the  residue  of  the  evi- 
dence to  a  select  committee  as  induced  the  mea- 
sure in  the  first  instance. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  said  he  wns  at  first  in  favor  of 
a  recommitment,  but  on  further  consideratior 
w«s  convinced  tne  House  would  be  able  to  „ 
through  the  subject  in  a  shorter  time  than  a  select 
committee.  He  added  several  other  reasons  which 
induced  him  to  be  in  favor  of  the  House  proceed- 
ing with  the  rqmrt. 

Mr.  Ggrrt  !<aid  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
only  question  seemed  to  m,  whether  the  House  or 
the  select  committee  shall  establish  the  iacts.  If 
these  facts  are  established  by  the  committee, 
would  it  give  equal  satisfaction  as  if  they  were 
Mtftbliabed  by  the  House?  He  conceived  it  would 
not;  but,  should  the  result  be  a  conviction  on  the 
part  of  the  Hou.se  that  some  of  the  officers  are 
culpable,  will  the  House  rest  an  impeachment  on 
the  report  of  the  committeel  He  conceived  the 
House  ought  to  found  their  decisions  on  facts 
'ucertainea  by  themselves.  It  has  been  said  there 
is  no  difference  between  the  House  and  the  com- 
mittee. If  this  is  the  caite,  does  it  not  imply  a 
censure  by  the  House  mi  certain  characters?  He 
thoiight  it  did.  It  therefore  becomes  the  House 
to  discuss  the  report,  that  it  may  be  determined 
on  what  footing  it  stands.  If,  in  the  case  of  a  con- 
tested election, the  House  revolted  from  the  idea 
of  submitting  their  judgment  to  iacts  substantiated 
by  a  committee,  the  case  before  us  is  of  unspeak- 
aoly  greater  magnitude.  For  these,  and  several 
other  reasons,  he  hoped  the  report  would  not  be 
recommitted. 

Mr.  Williamson  was  in  favor  of  the  motion 
for  recommitting ;  he  supported  his  opinion  by  the 
uniform  practice  of  the  House,  which  in  every 
case  where  new  evidence  was  adduced,  always 
provided  that  the  new  evidence  should  be  exam- 
med  by  the  same  committee,  who  had  originally 
brought  in  the  report.  He  said  if  this  mode  was 
departed  from,  we  should  find  do  committee 
would  bring  forward  a  stale  of  facts  in  future. 
He  thought  it  was  not  treating  the  committee 
with  proper  candor  to  decide  on  their  report  in  its 
present  situation. 

Mr.  SvLVEaTEH  observed,  that  the  resolution  of 
the  House  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  that  they 


would  lake  up  the  subject  early  in  the  present 
session,  precluded  a  recommitment;  he  was  there- 
fore opposed  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  BonnmOT  was  in  favor  of  a  recommitment; 
he  said,  if  there  is  new  evidence  to  be  brought  for- 
ward, the  House  ought  to  wait  till  that  ia  receiv- 
ed and  reported  at  the  Clerk's  table;  and  this  he 
conceived  ought  to  be  done  in  the  usual  way,  b^ 
a  select  committee;  till  the  whole  testimony  is 
com]^eted  it  appeared  to  him  the  House  was  not 
prcfAred  to  take  <Hie  step  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Ma&ibon  replied  to  Mi.  Gbbry's  allusion 
to  the  case  of  the  contested  election.  He  inquired 
of  him  whether  the  House  itself  went  into  aa  in- 
vestigBtios  of  facts  in  the  first  instance  ?  He  be- 
liev^  he  would  not  say  they  did.  With  respect 
to  the  memorials,  he  inqnired,  whether,  if  &ef 
had  been  presented  at  the  time  (^  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  aiibject  by  the  select  committee^  they 
would  not  have  been  referred  to  the  committee  7 
If  they  would  then  have  been  referred,  the  tune 
reason  exists  for  raferriug  them  to  a  select  cOBt- 
mittee  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Ladb&nos  was  of  opinion  that  a  recommit- 
ment would  tend  to  a  saving  of  time ;  the  coiK>- 
mtttee  will  not  be  obh«d  to  go  ovet  the  mne 

Sound  again  thai  has  already  been  explored ;  mU 
ey  will  be  obliged  to  do  is,  to  investigate  the 
new  testimony  which  will  be  adduced.  He  hope4, 
therefore,  that  the  motion  would  prevail. 

Mr.  QiLBS  said,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee were  public,  and  that  the  Secretaries  could 
have  attended  all  the  time,  had  they  seen  proper. 
They  attended  but  once,  and  then  appeared  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  ^et  away  to  attead  to  their 
offices.  The  committee  would  have  been  ex- 
tremely glad  to  have  had  those  gentlemen  preseiu 
oftener,  and  to  receive  all  the  informatiOD  thef 
could  give,  and  supposed  thev  bad  done  it 

Mr.  Gerby  replied  to  Mr.  Madibon.  He  said,  k* 

Sntlemeu  would  recur  to  the  proceedings  <d  the 
3use  oo  the  contested  elecUOik,  they  will  fiit4 
that  the  House  expressly  reser^d  to  itself  the 
right  of  substantiating  the  facts,  which  should  ap- 
pear fVom  an  examination  of  the  depos)tioD8,IakeB 
in  conformity  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Hoose; 
and  here  he  adverted  to  the  mode  pointed  out  bj 
the  House  in  taking  those  depositions.  The  ad- 
verse party  was  to  be  summoned  to  attend  to  the 
taking  them;  but  in  this  report  it  appears  that 
ear  parte  evidence  has  been  admitted  as  the  foun- 
dation on  which  some  of  the  decisions  have  been 

Mr.  MnaRAY  supported  the  motion  for  a  re- 
commitment. He  observed  that  the  matter,  in 
its  preheat  state,  was  so  incomplete  that  he  could 
not  see  how  the  House  could  proceed  upon  it. 
One  part  of  the  evidence  only  is  finished,  and  the 
report  is  made  on  that  evidence.  Now,  we  are 
told  new  testimony  is  offered;  let  the  whole  be 
brought  into  view  at  once,  and  then  the  House 
will  be  in  a  situation  to  judge. 

Mr.  Pace  w»s  in  favor  of  a  further  commit- 
ment of  the  subject ;  but  whether  to  the  com- 
mittee who  made  the  report,  or  to  a  new  com- 
mittee, he  should  not  take  upon  him  to  say.  With 
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lespect  to  the  edmiBGioii  of  any  Head  <^aD«pEtrt- 
ment  to  the  bar  of  ibis  House,  except  in  case  of 
%n  impeachment,  he  would  never  conaent  to  it. 
It  would  be  a  precedent  of  a  most  dangerous  na- 
tiue,  tendii^  lo  a  destructiwi  of  all  freedom  of 
inquiry  by  committees. 

Mi.  Fimdlev  obseived,  that  the  committee 
wished  that  Mr.  Hodgdoa  should  have  been  pre- 
lent,  but  he  did  not  make  his  appearance ;  the 
committee  ihetefoie  proceeded  on  tue  teatimoay 
they  bad,  sod  as  there  is  now  new  evidence 
broufht  forward,  be  thought  it  was  proper  that 
the  report  Ehould  be  recommitted.  As  one  of  the 
ofnnnuttee,  he  should  have  no  objectioas  to  such 
alterations  as  might  appear  proper  on  further  and 
more  complete  investigatioa  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Stebij;  called  for  the  reading  of  a  clause 
ID  the  memorial  o(  the  Secretary  of  War,  which 
uatea  that  the  committee  had  drawn  conclusions 
ftom  aa:  parte  evidence.  This  being  read,  Mr. 
Steeue  remarked  on  the  want  of  candor  towards 
the  coDuniUee,  wkicb  had  been  shown  by  some  of 
the  members  in  the  course  of  their  observations. 
He  then  adverted  to  the.  above  clause  respecting 
ex  parte  evidcnoe,  and  obaerved  that,  with  respect 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  was  not  true  that  the 
committee  had  proceeded  on  ex  parte  evidence; 
that  officer,  said  be.  was  notified  of  the  meetit^ 
of  the  committee ;  tte  attended  those  me«tings;  he 
liiiaished  the  committee  with  papers  and  docu- 
m«tae,&c.i  and  further,  he  was  reqveBled  to  ' 
tain  offices  in  town  whose  teetimopy  was  at 
sBiy  in  the  matter,  and  that  he  complained  of 
some  of  those  cfficers  being  detained  by  the  delays 
of  the  committee  from  the  recruiting  service. 
With  reepeot  to  Mr.  Hod^doa  the  same  cannot  be 
sfid,  as  he  was  not  then  m  jhe  ooontry. 

Mr.  Stbble  then  concluded  by  some  additional 
remarks  oa  the  indelioaey  manifested  by  some 
gestlemeii  in  their  treatment  of  the  oommittee, 
KBi]  observed  that  he  did  not  apply  it  lo  himself 
Hr«onally,  but  as  il  reelected  the  ctunmittee  at 
Wi^e.  he  thought  proper  u>  express  the  contempt 
which  he  coBoeived  it  merited. 

Mr.  Dayton  replied  to  Mr.  Steels.  He  re- 
peated the  substance  of  his  original  remarks  on 
Uie  report,  and  added,  that  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion  he  should  attempt  to  show  that  (he  de- 
ductions made  in  several  parts  of  the  report  were 
lalse.  Mr.  D.  added,  that  whatever  the  gentle- 
nan  last  speaking  might  say,  as  one  of  the  com- 
mittee who  signed  the  report,  he  was  certainly 
implicated  in  whatever  censure  it  merited. 

The  question  fts  a  recommitment  was  then 
Vgreed  to,  30  to  23.    And  it  was  accordbgly 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Uoosej  to  whom  was  committed  (he  repcart  of  the 
eommittee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
^e  failure  of  the  expedition  under  Major  General 
St.  Clair,  be  discharged  from  the  oaasideration 
thereof;  tod  that  the  said  report,  together  with 
the  documents  relating  thereto,  includitig  the  Let- 
tor  of  the  Secretary  ol  War,  and  the  memc»ial  of 
Bwiuel  Hodgdon,be  recommiued  lo  Mr.  Fitzbi- 
KONB,  Mr.  GSu»,  Mr.  Stmlb,  Mr.  Clark,  and 
Mr.  FiNWLBv, 


Thdrsday,  November  15. 

Anotber  member,  to  wit:  TBEownE  Sedo- 
wioE^  f>om  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat  m  theHouae. 

Mr.  GooDHDE,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  the  regbtering  and  re- ' 
cording  ot  ships  or  vessels :  whicn  was  received,  , 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Lettel 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  an  ex- 
tract  of  a  letter  to  him,  from  James  S^grove, 
temporary  agent  to  the  Greek  Indians,  dated  the 
BSth  tiltimo,  containing  fUrther  information  rela- 
tirc  to  Indian  affairs  in  the  Sonthetn  depaitmeBt ) 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Fribay,  November  16. 

A  message  from  the  S^ute  informed  the  Hoiuc 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  put' 
poses  ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.  The  message  also  communicated  a 
Letter  from  Messrs.  Hebert  &.  Co.,  of  the  city  of 
Paris,  addressed  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  staling  certain  propositicns  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  quantity  of  vaoau  lande,  the  property 
of  the  United  States. 

The  Letter  referred  to  itf  the  said  Message  wrs 
read,  and  ordetvd  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  aot 
regulating  Foreign  Coins,and  for  other  purposes,** 
was  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Venable  and  Mr.  Stibi^ 
be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  that  port  of  the  FRESiDEtiT'H  Speech 
which  relates  to  the  transmission  of  newspapers, 
and  report  whether  aay,  and  what,  alteratioas 


may  be  necessary  in  the  act  raised 
the  regulation  of  the  Post  Offiee. 


lastH 


afijt 


The  House  resumed  ihe  reading  ol  the  pt^iers 
communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
7(k  instant,  relatiTB  to  the  Indians  Northwest  and 
South  of  the  River  Ohio,  atkd  to  the  troops  in  th« 
service  of  the  United  States,  utd  made  a  fiuthei 
progress  therein. 

MoNi>AV,  November  19. 
Another  member,  to  wit ;  Jobh  Francis  Mw- 


The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act 
regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  con- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Monday  next 

The  Speaeer  laid  before  the  House  a  Letltr 
and  Report  from  the  Commissioners  appoinled  by 
the  act  entitled  "  An  aet  making  proviston  for  the 
reduction  of  the  Public  Debt, '  staling  the  amount 
of  the  purchases  which  have  been  made  of  the 
Public  Debt,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  vested 
in  ihem  by  the  said  act;"  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  aad  address  from  the  people  oaUed 
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Q,uakerB,  from  their  aeveral  religious  societies  in 
New  Jersey,  PennsylTania.,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  was  presented  to  (be  House  and 
read,  prayioe  'liat  Coogress  will  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as,  in  their  wisdom,  may  be  deemed  salutary 
and  effectual  for  securing  peace  and  friendship 
with  the  orifnnal  holders  of  this  land. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  address 
do  lie  on  (he  table. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Screven,  executor  of 
Brigadier  General  James  Screren,  deceased,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  the  re- 
newal of  sundry  Continental  Loan  Office  certifi- 
cates, th«  property  of  the  said  deceased,  which 
were  burnt,  or  otherwise  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
during  the  late  war. 

Or^red,  That  the  said  petition  he  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  is  committed  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respecting  lost  and 
destroyed  certificates. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  concerning  marine  hospitals,  which 
was  made  on  the  17ih  of  April  last,  together  with 
the  report  of  a  committee  thereupon,  which  was 
made  on  the  2Sth  of  the  same  month,  he  referred 
to  the  committee  last  appointed. 

PROTECTION  TO  AMERICAN  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  Williamson  moved  that  a  committee  he 
appointed  to  prepare  and  brin^  in  a  bill  or  bills 
forpromotiikgcommerce,by  the  mcrease  of  Ameri- 
can seamen.  In  moving  the  above,  Mr.  W.  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  foUows : 

Much  of  your  time  during  the  present  session, 
Mr.  Spbakeb,  will  be  employed  in  deliberating 
upon  the  several  important  subjects  that  have  been 
recommended  to  us  by  the  Fbbsideht.  The  nu- 
merous and  lengthy  bills  that  you  inherit  from  the 
last  session,  must  also, demand  a  considerable  pot' 
tion  of  your  time.  Observing  so  much  interesting 
and  weighty  business,  from  wnich  you  cannot  turn 
aside,  it  is  with  some  reluctance  that  I  bespeak  the 
attention  of  the  House,  while  1  submit  to  tbeir 
consideration  another  suDJect  of  some  importance : 
for  it  is  a  subject,  unless  I  am  mistaken,  that  in- 
terests (he  merchant  and  the  planter. 

Measures  have  already  been  taken  by  Congress, 
for  increasing  the  number  of  our  shipping ;  but  no 
effectual  tma  general  measure  has  been  adopted 
for  increasing  the  number  of  native  American  sea- 
men. Every  gentleman  in  my  hearing  knows, 
that  there  are  always  a  considerable  number  of 
foreigners  employed  on  board  American  vessels ; 
but  none  of  us  could  have  expected,  and  some  of 
us  may  not  have  heard  of  the  injury  and  insults  to 
which  our  commerce  has  been  exposed,  from  hav- 
ing British  seamen  on  board  our  snips. 

A  schooner  called  the  David  and  George,  be- 
longing to  Portsmouth,  in  Virginia,  and  command- 
ed by  Captain  Goffigan,  lately  touched  at  Sierra 
Leone,  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  she  was  navigated 
by  eleven  persons.  Three  of  that  number  who 
had  been  on  shore,  informed  Captain  Wickham 
who  commanded  an  armed  vessel,  that  they  were 
British  subjects.  Captaiu  Wickham  went  on  board 


the  American  vessel  and  claimed  the  three  sea- 
men; he  also  claimed  wages  for  them.  Captain 
Goffigan  refused  to  deliver  the  men,  and  declared 
with  truth  that  nothing  was  due  them.  Captain 
Wickham  took  the  men  by  force,  and  by  the  same 
reflation  he  went  into  the  hold,  and  took  as  mach 
of  the  careo  as  he  thought  fit,  under  the  cover  of 
substitute  tor  wages.  Captain  Goffigan  com  plained 
of  (his  violence  and  robbery  to  Mr.  Clarkson,  who 
is  Governor  of  the  Province.  The  Governor  re- 
plied, that  he  shotild  have  done  the  same  thiitg, 
and  thai  he  had  ordertfhm  his  mperion  so  to  net 
in  such  cases. 

The  ship  Illustrious  President,  belonging  to  Vir- 
ginia, commanded  by  Captain  Butler,  touched 
some  time  ago  at  Maderia,  in  her  passage  to  the 
East  Indies.  The  British  frigate  Hyena,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Hargood,  lay  at  tnat  time  in 
the  road.  Seven  of  Captain  Butter's  sailors  being 
British  subjects.  Captain  Hargood  sent  (o  take 
them  by  force  from  on  board  the  American  ship, 
and  he  would  hare  done  so,  had  not  the  Governor 
of  the  Island,  remembering  what  he  owed  to  the 
honor  of  his  nation  and  to  every  ship  under  his 
protection,  interrupted  his  authority. 

The  ship  Fame  belonging  (o  Philadelphia,  com- 
manded hy  Walter  Sims,  on  her  way  (o  the  East 
Indies,  lately  touched  at  Table  Bay,  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  Captain  Blith,  who  commanded 
a  ship  of  twenty  gunSj  then  lay  in  the  road.  One 
of  Captain  Sim's  sailors,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
offered  his  service  to  Captain  Blith,  calling  him- 
self a  British  subject.  That  very  man  in  Phila- 
delphia had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States ;  but  the  British  claim  was  best,  for 
Captain  Blith's  ship  was  stroneest.  He  took  the 
man,  sent  an  officer  oa  board  the  American  ship, 
who  took  the  liberty  or  opening  the  ahei  hatch, 
searching  the  hold  and  lookiDe  out  a  chest  and 
clothes.  Captain  Blith  justifiea  these  acts  of  vio- 
lence, by  saying,  that  he  had  -printed  vnatruetiona 
to  take  all  who  called  themselves  British  subjects. 

These  are  a  few  out  of  the  numberless  cases  in 
which  our  ships  have  been  robbed  of  their  seamen, 
and  they  axe  samples  of  the  manner  in  which  we 
shall  be  constantly  treated,  while  we  depend  on 
foreigners  to  navigate  our  ship.  If  these  cases 
had  terminated  in  threats  and  abusive  language,  to 
which  our  flag  is  too  much  accustomed,  it  might 
have  been  questioned,  whether  the  nation  of  the 
offending  party  was  to  blame.  When  you  are  told 
by  one  oflicer  and  another,  that  he  is  instructed  to 
distress  our  trade,  we  should,  if  possible,  deprive 
them  of  the  present  excuse.  Is  it  not  our  business 
to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  this  strange  conduct? 
By  a  vitiated  passion  for  British  goods,  we  are 
universally  clothed  in  the  manufactures  of  that 
nation.  Our  debts  increase  every  year,  and  we 
labor  to  make  her  rich,  while  we  are  becoming 
poor.  We  pour  our  treasures  into  her  lap  more 
than  any  other  nation  under  the  sun.  Observe  the 
rewards '.  I  say  nothing  about  her  measures  OD 
our  Western  Frontier;  but  our  trading  ships  are 
boarded  and  plundered  at  discretion  by  her  ships 

of  war;  and  yet,  Great  Britain,  whose  coir 

we  cherish,  is  the  only  nation  that  treats  ua 
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Perhaps  it  is  conjectured,  that  Ameri' 
oans  are  of  that  species  of  animals  whose  favor  is 
inereBsed  by  rough  treatmenl.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
it  is  onr  duty  to  consider  of  the  safest  and  surest 
mode  of  extending  our  commerce.  After  we  have 
been  told,  that  an  American  vessel  having  sailors 
on  board,  who  chance  to  have  been  bom  in  (he 
British  dominion,  is  subject  to  be  deprived  of  her 
hands,  robbed  of  her  property,  and  turned  adrift 
without  help,  it  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  adduce 
other  arguments  in  favor  of  native  American  sea- 
men ;  but  other  strong  and  conclnsive  arguments 
in  favor  of  the  measure  present  themselves.  The 
merchants' property  in  critical  situations,  or  in  dis- 
tant and  obscure  parts  of  the  world,  is  always  most 
safe  when  his  ship  is  navigated  by  men  who  uni- 
formly strire  to  return  to  their  native  home,  and 
whose  hopes  and  happiness  centre  in  that  country 
to  which  their  ship  belongs.  The  crew  of  a  French 
brig  some  weeks  ago,  murdered  their  captain  and 
mate  on  our  coast ;  tnat  misfortune,  in  all  proba- 
bility, would  not  have  happened,  if  the  seamen 
had  oeen  natives  of  Fnnee.  Two  of  them  only 
were  of  that  Kingdom.  Is  it  necessary  to  add,  that 
a  powerful  body  of  seamen,  at  some  future  day, 
may  save  us  from  the  vast  expense  and  danger  of 
a  standing  armyl  Upon  this  single  ailment  of 
■uttiveaeameu  we  might  rest  the  question.  It  needs 
neither  support  nor  ilFustration.  I  shall,  therefore, 
presume,  that  it  is  our  duty  as  soon  as  possible^  to 
|»rovide  for  the  daily  operations  of  pride  or  injus- 
tice, by  fuTuiBhing  the  merchant  with  seamen,  of 
whoiD  he  cannot  be  robbed,  except  by  open  decla- 
ration of  war.  With  seamen  in  wnom  he  can 
trost— with  men,  who  actnated  by  those  passions 
which  are  inseparable  from  the  human  breast,  the 
pride  of  nation,  and  the  love  of  country,  ma^  si 
him  in  every  part  of  the  world.  To  furnish 
nation  with  a  safe  and  strong  bulwark  against  fo- 
rei^  tyranny  and  invasion. 

This  conclusion,  however,  is  drawn  upon  the 
sopposition,  that  foreign  commerce  shoula  be  en- 
couraged ;  but,  I  am  aware  that  objections  have 
been  made  to  every  measure  that  has  foreign  ( 
merce  for  its  object,  and  similar  objections  would 
ftlll  with  additional  weight  against  any  plat 
supporting  foreign  commerce  by  native  seal 
We  are  told,  that  in  a  country  where  land  is  plenty 
and  the  inhabitants  few ;  ivhere  little  progress  is 
made  in  cultivating  the  soil,  the  Legislature  should 
consider  agriculture  as  the  primary  obiect  of  their 
attenticm.  This  is  a  position  that  will  not  be  dis- 
puted, since  we  know  that  the  hope  of  our  species 
must  prosper  or  perish ;  that  onr  numbers  must  be 
many  or  lew,  according  as  the  soil  is  well  t 
cultivated;  according  to  ibeabundance  or  scarcity 
of  provbions.  These  &cts  being  granted,  we  are 
only  to  inquire,  what  are  the  moat  certain  and 
effeetuolmeansofpromotingagriculturel  Tothis 
1  reply,  that  we  can  promote  agriculture  by  eX' 
tending  foreign  oommerce,  and  by  no  other  direct 
means  whatever.  Bounties  can  never  prove  effect- 
nal ;  they  may  serve  to  introduce  a  foreign  plant, 
bnt  they  cannot  produce  industry  nor  plenty. 
The  general  demand  for  any  article  never  fails  to 
increase  tb«  uumufBctntc  of  that  article.    The 


great  demand  for  provisions  to  be  exported,  will 
lot  fail  to  produce  abundance  of  provisions  in  the 
:onntry. 

The  simple  calls  of  nature,  the  mere  necessity 
of  supporting  life,  is  not  a  suflScient  spring  to  active 
industry;  it  seldom  gives  birth  to  persevering  dili- 
gence. Artificial  wants  and  passions  must  come 
to  our  assistance,  before  we  can  shake  off  the  in- 
dolence of  nature,  and  apply  ourselves  steadily  to 
work.  Let  a  man  discover  that  industry  will  pro- 
cure him  the  luxuries  as  well  as  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  he  will  not  fail  to  work.  Let  the  farmer 
see  a  ready  market  for  all  the  produce  that  is  not 
consumed  by  his  family,  and  ne  will  commonly 
have  something  to  sell;  let  no  such  market  pre- 
sent itself,  and  his  family  will  frequently  suffer 
from  the  want  Of  necessaries.  Every  man  who 
considers  the  effects  of  frequent  and  long  embar- 
goes, must  discover  that  they  generally  produce  a 
scarcity  of  provisions.  The  late  war  operated  in 
this  country  as  an  embargo.  What  was  the  effect? 
The  spirit  of  agricnltureTiecame  torpid ;  the  plow 
slept  in  the  furrow.  Let  us  for  a  moment  cast  an 
eye  on  tbe  history  of  cities  and  nations.  They 
have  risen  into  greatness  or  sunk  into  obscurity, 
according  to  the  measure  of  their  commerce.  By 
the  creative  jfower  of  foreign  commerce,  Palmyra 
and  Alexandria  arose  out  of  sandy  deserts,  and  ve- 
nice  out  of  the  sea.  By  the  same  power  we  hare 
seen  nations  become  wealthy  and  numerous. 

If  we  agree  that  industry,  population,  and  wealth, 
are  promoted  by  foreign  commerce,  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  granted  that  our  commerce  should  be 
managed  by  native  citizens.  In  order  to  secure  a 
sufficient  number  of  seamen,  we  should  make  it 
the  interest  of  every  master  or  owner  of  a  vessel 
to  have  one  or  more  apjirentices.    For  this  pur- 

Sose,  it  may  be  proper  to  impose  a  small  additional 
uty  of  tonnage  on  every  American  bottom,  per- 
haps one  cent  per  ton  may  be  sufficient.  A  draw- 
back of  ninety  per  cent  oi  this  duty  may  be  allow- 
ed, to  such  vessels  as  are  navigated  by  a  certam 
number  of  apprentices,  native  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  according  to  their  several  burdens.  I 
have  mentioned  ninety  per  cent.,  because  it  may 
be  proper  that  a  small  portion  of  this  duty  should 
pass  to  a  separate  account  that  shall  presently  be 
mentioned.  The  amount  of  domestic  tonnage  for 
the  last  year  was  J5O4,900,  at  six  cents  per  ton, 
this  giving  {30,294;  hence  it  will  follow,  that  one 
additional  cent  per  ton  would  produce  $5,049.  The 
amount  is  smau,  perhaps  it  should  be  doubled. 

While  I  am  recommending  the  increase  of  Ame- 
rican seamen,  1  should  not  do  justice  to  my  own 
feelings,  if  I  did  not  recommend  another  measure 
that  is  equally  connected  with  commerce.  I  mean 
a  general  provision  for  sick  and  infirm  seamen.  I 
do  not  contemplate  the  building  of  two  or  three 

Seat  houses  insoraeof  our  principal  cities;  bouses 
at  might  adntinister  to  the  vanity  of  a  nation, 
raiber  than  to  the  general  comfort  of  sick  and  in- 
firm sailors,  I  would  consult  the  cause  of  human- 
ity, not  of  pride. 

Wherever  it  is  probable  that  sailors  may  be  sick, 
there  I  would  make  provision  for  their  support  and 
coioforL    Hospitals  should  be  erected,  or  fodgings 
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hired,  as  ihe  case  may  be,  at  evetjr  port  of  entry 
in  the  United  States  for  sick  and  iofirm  seamen, 
where  they  may  be  properly  attended  during  their 
several  indispositioos.  The  moaey  to  be  collected 
at  ^e  several  ports  as  hospital  money,  should  be 
expended  at  such  pott,  ana  at  no  other  place,  un- 
der the  care  of  sucn  persons  as  may  be  described 
for  that  purpose.  Let  a  small  deduction  be  made 
from  the  wages  of  every  seaman,  to  be  paid  at  the 
several  potts  of  entry  for  their  use.  1  nave  men- 
tioned a  deduction  trom  their  wages,  because  this 
mode  of  raising  hospital  money  would  probably 


H  Will  readily  be  perceived,  that  the  two  subjects 
I  have  mentioned  are  nearly  allied.  While  we 
attempt  to  increase  the  numb«r  of  native  seamen 
for  the  extension  of  commerce  and  general  pros- 
perity of  agriculture,  we  should  be  solicitous  to 
protect  and  cherish  tnis  useful  class  of  our  fellow- 
citizens.  The  direct  tendency  of  the  additional 
tonnage,  is  to  increase  the  number  of  apprenlices, 
and  iTthis  measure  should  have  the  desired  effect, 
die  greater  part  of  that  duty  will  be  discharged  in 
drawWks.  A  small  portion  of  the  duty  will  be 
retained  according  to  the  plan  mentioned,  and  some 
owners,  less  careful,  will  occasionally  pay  the 
whole  duty.  Perhaps  the  product  of  the  addi- 
tional cent  may  be-$1.000  per  annum.  This  ba- 
lance may.veryproperly  be  applied  towards  a  fund 
for  sick  and  infirm  seamen*  This  fund,  however, 
being  contingent,  and  at  most  verv  inadequate  to 
the  general  use  of  seamen,  it  may  De  necessary  to 
make  a  smalt  stoppageof  their  wt^sasa  uniform 
and  certain  fund  for  the  support  of  those  very  per- 
sons when  they  are  sick. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  two  bills  that  I  would 
recommend  to  the  attention  of  this  House.  If  1 
have  viewed  these  subjects  in  a  more  seriouslight; 
if  I  have  been  more  aftiious  than  other  member: 
to  bring  them  before  the  House,  the  situation  of 
my  constituents,  and  the  laws  of  our  State,  will  be 
my  excuse.  That  part  of  North  Carolina  in  which 
I  live,  abounds  in  navigable  waters,  many  of  my 
feliow-citizens  are  owners  of  vessels,  and  many 

The  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  attentive 
the  wants  and  desires  of  the  people,  have  lately 
passed  a  law  to  raise  money  by  a  tax  on  the  wages 
of  seameit,  for  the  support  of  sick  and  infirm  sea- 
men. This  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  their  desire  to 
cherish  commerce,  and  give  particular  assistance 
to  those  useful  members  of  the  community. 

I  shall  now  take  the  liberty  of  moving  that  com- 
mittees may  be  appointed  to  bring  in  bills  for  the 
purposes  mentioned. 

Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Lakhancb,  Mr.  Good- 
HCE,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bodbne,  and  Mr.  Barnwell, 
were  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  sanie. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the 
Resident  of  the  United  States  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress : 

On  that  part  which  relates  to  the  reduction  of 


the  Public  Debt,  Mr.  FiTzaiMoas  oSened  «  reao- 

tution  to  the  following  purport: 

Beaotvtd,  As  the  <qpmkia  of  thi<  Oomnattat,  (hat 
meisuie*  for  the  reduction  of  m>  much  of  the  p«biUc 
debt  ai  the  United  States  have  a  right  (o  ndeem, 
ought  to  be  adopted ;  and  that  the  Secretaiy  of  tbe 
Tremury  be  directed  to  report  a  plan  for  the  purpoac," 
Mr.  Mamson  wished  for  infiHrnation  before  he 
could  agree  to  the  motion  just  made.  The  exact 
state  of  OUT  finances  he  conceived  necessary  to  be 
well  known  before  measures  were  taken  for  the 
reduction  of  Ihe  debL  The  House  of  Repceaent- 
had  already  unequivocally  expressed  their 
sentimants  on  the  subject,  in  their  aniwer  to  the 
President's  Speech ;  but  it  was  not  time,  he  con- 
ceived, for  the  adoption  of  measures  with  a  view 

eaiize  what  appeared  to  be  the  genecal  wiah. 


until  the  information  on  which  thos 
to  be  grounded  was  received. 
.  FiTzaiHOna  argued,  that  the  mobon,  if 
adopted,  would  call  forth  the  information  nee  wb> 
ry  to  ground  a  final  measure  upoo.  Th»  recomr- 
mendation  from  the  Prbsiseht  was  atroos,  and 
the  answer  of  the  House  an  positive ;  no  oiffer- 
enceof  opinion,  he  therefwe  aupposed, could  eiiit 
as  to  the  propriety  of  reduciitg  the  debt  The 
United  Slates  had  paid  a  valuable  etwiideretioft 
for  the  right  of  reducing  it,  and  the  £thI  oppoiU- 
nity  of  making  use  of  tlui  right,  he  eoooeived  the 
best. 

Mr.  WiLUAHBON  w&B  of  opinion  that  inforau- 
tion  would  come  in  of  course.  The  Pbbbibeict, 
he  suggested,  no  doubt  was  acauainted  with  the 
situation  of  the  revenue,  when  tie  recommended 
the  reduction  of  the  debt  at  the  present  time.  He 
should  be  in  favor  of  the  motion.  He  declafed  it 
as  his  opinitui,  that  our  public  debt  wm  our  most 
dangerous  eneqty ;  he  wished  it  could  be  reduced 
twice  as  fast  j  the  irredeonahle  qaality  of  pert  of 
it  he  much  disliked. 

Mr.  MADiaoN  asain  ex^eased  it  ae  bia  opinioD 
that  information  should  form  the  buis  of  any  pfo- 
vision  for  the  reduction  of  the  debL  If  the  mo- 
tipn  was  carried.  Information  no  doubt  could  be 
obtained  before  the  final  adoption  of  any  measure ; 
but  he  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  making  that 
information  the  groimdwork  of  any  prooeedmg  on 
so  important  a  subject. 

Mr.  Mercer. — No  question,  he  conceived,  was 
of  more  importance  than  that  involved  in  the  mo- 
tion before  the  House.  He  wished  for  tiioe  to 
make  up  his  mind  on  it.  It  involved  one  questioi 
which  had  occasioned  very  warm  debate  in  the 
House,  and  which  was  decided  but  by  a  smaU 
majority :  he  alluded  to  the  reference  made  k«t 
session  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
conceived  it  improper  to  commit  to  any  man  what 
he  was  boimd  nimself  tA  do.  He  conceived  the 
power  of  the  House  to  originate  plans  of  finance, 
to  lay  new  burdens  on  the  people  intrusted  to 
them  by  their  constituents,  as  inoommunicahle. 
As  to  tne  main  object  of  the  motion,  he  rather 
doubted  the  propriety  of  adopting,  at  present,  a 

Sremature  system  for  the  reduction  of  the  public 
ebt.    The  House,  he  said,  stood  in  a  very  delioMC 
A  fuller  re[wesentati(«  will  abatHf 
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aueceed  tbe  pieieat.  He  saw  a  prcqniely  in  mak- 
ing a  temporary  provision  to  ie(l««m,  in  order  (o 
ae«nre  tbe  right  of  reducing  in  future.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  consent  to  a  delay  of  a  day  or 
two,  "when  members  would  be  better  prepared. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  South  Carolina,  conceived,  that 
as  the  motion  had  been  made  ana  seconded.  stHoe 
deoiaien  tnusi  be  obtained  on  it,  or  that  the  Com- 
mittee must  rise.  He  saw  no  good  reason  for 
leavinff  it  to  a  future  House  to  adopt  a  permutettC 
pilan  01  icductioD.  If  it  wu  sow  thought  too 
«arly  a  period  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object, 
it  would  be  a  good  reason  for  deferring  it ;  but  if 
it  was  full  time,  measures  for  that  pnrpose  should 
be  adopted ;  ihey  ahould  go  forward.  If  the  gen- 
tUman  required  further  time  to  make  up  his 
miad,  the  Commines  might  rise,  and  sit  again  in 
a  day  or  two. 

He  next  made  soine  reply  to  the  objections  oi 
the  nntleman  last  up,  to  ibat  part  of  the  motion 
whicb.  conlemi^ted  a  reference  to  the  Secretary 
ef  the  Treasury.  The  uUimaie  dec»ioB^  he  re- 
marked, in  no  one  point,  was  relinquished  by  such 
a  fefereoce.  If  such  a  reference  was  nncouaiitu- 
tiMial,  he  observed,  much  business  bad  been  con- 
i/tated  in  tbe  House  in  an  uncmi^itutional  man- 
ner, by  repealed  refJeceoces  to  the  Heads  of  De- 
putaieatA.  The  refereuce  of  business  to  select 
QommitteeB  would  be  unoonatiiutional,  be  said,  on 
the  same  ground. 

Turoing  on  the  main  question — the  House,  he 
OODceived,  were  in  possession  of  infomiBtion  al- 
ready, that  would  warrant  abegjnning  iu  the  work 
of  reducing  the  pubUc  debt.  Prom  the  report  of 
(he  Trustees  of  the  Sinkiitg  Fund,  read  m  the 
moraioK<  it  appeared  that  they  had  nmife  remsin- 
iMff  in  their  handB. 

^The  House  had  pledged  themselves,  in  their 
answer  to  tbe  PaBaiBBM'Pa  Address,  to  proceed  on 
the  task;  now  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  future 
Ctwgiesc.  would  appear  like  great  reluctance  to 
go  into  tne  measure,  and  wodd  argue  ^eat  ua- 
UeadinesB.  The  system  to  be  adopted  for  the 
purpose  contemplated,  could  not,  he  conceived,  be 
sttaiopted,  in  tbe  first  iDstance,  m  so  larxe  a  body 
as  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House.  He  hoped 
the  question  on  the  motioo  would  obtain  a  decision 
at  the  present  time ;  but  if  the  gentleman  pernsted 
in  requestiiig  a  delay,  he  Wished  tbe  Committee 
to  rise,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  agaia. 

Mr.  Sbdowiok  conceived,  tbe  House 
need  any  more  information  than  they 
fossessioa  of,  to  see  the  propriety  of  adopting 
immediate  measures  for  the  reduction  of  the  debt. 
The  United  States,  it  was  evident,  he  said,  are 
paying  more  than  the  market  interest  upon  tht ' 
debt.  It  sells  above  par,  and,  considering  the  ra 
at  which  loans  can  be  obtained  in  Europe  on  t 
aredil  of  the  United  States,  ihatmodeof  redi 
the  debt  was,  he  said,  incontrovertibly  eligiUi 
would  be  economical  for  an  individual,  in  similar 
circumstances,  to  effect  a  reduction ;  and  the  case 
waa  the  same,  the  United  States  beiog  in  the 

gice  of  that  individnat.    It  was  agreed  to  in  the 
auM,  be  said,  and  re-echoed  out  of  doors,  that  a 
public  debt  was  a  public  eril ;  it  was  the  duty. 


^1, 


therefore,  of  tbe  Representatives  of  tbe  people,  to 
use  all  the  means  m  their  power,  whenever  op- 
portunity oieted,  to'reduce  it. 

He  made  some  observations  on  the  propriety 
of  referring  the  subject  to  the  Secretary,  for  in- 
formation and  his  opinion ;  and  concluded  by 
declaring,  that,  viewing  the  main  question  as  be 
first  stated,  he  could  not  see  any  necessity  in  de- 
ferring a  question  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  Mebceb  expressed  some  surprise  at  the  dis- 
inclination some  geatlemen  appeared  to  show  to 

full  discUGsioo  on  so  important  a  subject.  He 
again  objected  to  a  reference.  That  mode  of  con- 
ducting business  in  the  House,  he  said,  had  given 
very  general  dissatisfaction.  Tne  mode  was  adopt- 
ed by  a  small  majority.  The  House  had  received, 
since  its  adoption,  an  accession  of  new  members ; 
besides,  since,  every  member  bad  mixed  with  his 
constituents, and  opinions  might  consequently  have 
varied  since  that  time.  For  his  pan,  he  said,  he 
should  pay  ^eat  and  implicit  regard  to  ibe  opinion 
of  his  constituents. 

He  again  adverted  to  tbe  nature  of  the  trust  re- 
posed in  tbe  House  by  the  Constitution,  in  origi- 
nating money  bills,  &c,,  and  dwell  on  tbe  true 
import  of  tbe  word  originate,  which  he  conceived 
could  Dot  be  esidained  away,  so  as  to  warrant  a 
reference.  Besides,  be  argued,  is  not  a  body  se- 
lected from  ttiilHo&s  of  tbe  people  more  adequate 
to  the  task  of  originatiDg  than  n  single  man? 

He  hoped  that  respect  to  the  Prbsidbnt'b  re- 
commendation would  never  make  the  House  in- 
attentive to  the  great  interests  of  tbe  people. 
The  FRESCDENT'a  Address  had  not  been  m>  long 
before  the  Hoiise,as  that  a  short  delay  should  argue 
disrespect.  But  the  Prbbidbnt,  in  his  Address, 
did  not,  be  said,  recommend  a  referenoe  to  the 


___  .  __  willing  to  give  a  decision  on  the  first 
part  of  the  motion,  though  he  would  prefer  a  delay 
<tf  a  day  or  two;  if  this,  however,  was  not  grant- 
ed, he  should  call,  he  said,  for  a  division  oS  the 
question.  He  again  adverted  to  the  propriety  of 
taking  advantage  of  the  redeemable  quality  of  oat 
debt  as  soon  as  possible ;  observing  that  tne  next 
term  of  payment  of  interest  came  round  with  tbe 
new  year. 

Mr.  F'lTZBiiiONS  observed,  that  he  was  in  the 
minority  on  the  question  adverted  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  [Mt.Mbrcisb;]  tnathelkad 
not  since  altered  his  opinion  upon  that  subject, 
but  considered  the  present  reference  as  very  dif- 
ferent from  tbe  former,  and  entirely  within  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  act  for  establishing  the 
Treasury  Department  He  did  not  believe  it 
would  be  necessary  to  impose  additional  burdens, 
to  effect  a  reduction  of  tbe  debt.  He  believed  that 
the  existing  finaDces.  assisted  by  a  foreign  loan, 
would  enaUe  tbe  United  States  to  accomplish  the 
object.  As  to  the  reports  from  the  Treasury  or 
other  officers,  they  will  stand  on  their  own  merits. 
If  they  are  bad,  they  vrill  be  rejected. 

Mr.  MADfSOti  drew  a  dbtinction  between  the 
deliberative  functions  of  the  House  and  tbe  minis- 
terial functions  of  the  Bxecolive  powers.  Tbe 
deliberative  functions,  he  conceived,  sbonld  be 
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first  exercised  before  the  ministerial  began  to  act 
It  should  be  decided  by  the  House,  in  ine  first  in- 
stance, he  conceived,  whether  the  debt  should  be 
reduced  by  imposing  new  taxes,  or  by  Taryingthe 
burdens,  or  by  new  loans.  The  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  any  measure,  he  was  of  opinion,  should 
be  decided  in  the  House,  perhaps  even  Defore  a 
reference  lo  a  select  committee.  He  did  not  pre- 
tend to  determine  whether  the  motion  now  before 
the  House  might  not  involve  a  reference  of  a 
ministerial  nature  merely.  But  he  well  knew,  he 
said,  that  the  act  establishing  the  Treasury  De- 
partment had  been  so  construed  as  to  give  it  a 
greater  latitude  than  was  contemplated  when  the 
&w  passed,  much  against  the  opinion  of  a  great 
portion  of  the  people.  In  the  iniancy  of  our  Go- 
vernment, that  latitude  perhaps  might  be  necessa- 
ry ;  but  he  saw  no  necessity  ior  it  at  present. 

Mr.  Page  opposed  a  division  of  the  question,  as 
precluding  debate.  He  wished  the  motion  amend- 
ed, by  striking  out  the  last  part. 

Mr.  FiNOLET  was  against  a  reference  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  a  matter  which,  he 
conceived,  was  made  the  exclusive  business vf  the 
House  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Mebcbb  expressed  himself  in  fovor  of 
striking  out  the  last  part  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hii.LHonsE  was  of  a  different  opinion.  His 
constituents,  he  conceived,  expected  their  business 
to  be  done  in  the  best  manner  possible,  and  that 
he  should  not  rely  on  his  own  information  only, 
but  endeavor  to  avail  himself  of  the  information 
of  others.  He  said  he  should  consider  himself 
unequal  to  the  task  of  taking  a  share  in  legislating 
for  tne  Union,  if  he  was  to  depend  on  his  own  in- 
formation done.  He  expected  to  derive  informa' 
tion  from  every  source.  It  was  the  intention  of 
meeting  io  Congress  to  collect  information  from 
every  quarter. 

He  should  despise  any  one,  he  said,  he  should 
despise  himself^  if  he  thought  his  judgment  could 
be  impropedy  influenced  by  any  plan  reported  by 
any  oi  the  Heads  of  Departments-    If  any  systi 


peared  the  best  that  could  be  devised,  it  shoul 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  House;  but  if  any 
amendment  was  thought  of,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  adopt  or  reject  it.  according  to  its  merits. 
He  considered  reports  in  the  light  of  information, 
and  dwelt  on  the  necessity  of  receiving  informa- 
tiMtfromevery  quarter.  He  wasagainsistrikingout. 

Mr.  FiNHLEV  was  in  favoi  of  striking  out.  He 
was  a  friend  to  information,  he  said,  but  the  re- 
ports from  Heads  of  Departments  he  did  not  con- 
sider in  the  light  of  information  merely.  It  was 
information,  and  plans  built  on  that,  and  those 
plans  supported  by  arguments. 

ThoMh  a  law,  he  said,  had  made  it  the  province 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  those 
plans,  the  Constitution  had  not  enjoined  the  House 
to  refer ;  and  he  hoped  the  House,  being  the  mas' 
ters  of  their  own  proceedings,  would  originate 
such  measures  themselves.  The  House  had  a  right 
to,  and,  he  conceived,  should  call  for  what  in- 
formation was  wanted  to  enable  them  to  digest 
their  own  plans. 


Mr.  MuBRAT  observed,  that  the  debate  on  the 
propriety  of  referring  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury the  business  contemplated  in  the  motion,  had 
produced  but  few  new  ar^menta;  it  was  a  repe- 
tition of  what  was  said  mien  the  subject  was  be- 
fore the  House  at  another  time.  One  new  idea, 
however,  he  observed,  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Madison,]  viz :  bis 
distinction  between  dehberative  and  ministerial 
functions.  This  distinction,  he  conceived,  is  quali- 
fied by  the  nature  of  thin^.  It  is  qualified,  in  this 
instance,  by  the  law  which  establishes  the  Trea- 
sury Department.  That  law  makes  it  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  to  digest  and  report  plans  to  ameli- 
orate our  finances,  without  any  call  front  the 
House.  True,  the  business  of  the  House  is  to 
deliberate;  but,  by  references,neither  is  the  power 
of  the  House  to  deliberate  infringed,  nor  does  it 
give  the  Secretary  a  right  legislatively  to  delibe- 
rate, but  to  deliberate  ministerially ;  and  it  was 
important,  he  conceived,  in  a  GJovernment  fiamed 
like  ours,  that  such  officers  should  have  the  power 
to  deliberate  in  that  manner.  The  result  of  their 
deliberations  was  not  obligatory  on  the  House,  no 
further  than  it  was  warranted  by  wisdom.  He 
was  averse  to  striking  out;  was  willing  to  allow 
further  time  for  consideration.  He  should  like  to 
see,  for  his  own  part,  a  itatement  of  the  revenue. 
He  again  expressed  it  as  his  firm  opinion  that  a 
report  from  the  Head  of  a  Department  could  no 
further  influence  the  House  ihtLn  by  the  weight  of 
the  wisdom  it  contained.  Whenever  ministerial 
influence,  he  observed,  Mras  felt  in  the  House,  oth- 
erwise than  by  weight  of  wisdom,  it  woula  but 
little  matter,  he  conceived,  whether  Secretaries 
had  it  in  their  power  to  report  plans  or  not.  Re- 
ports, he  conceived,  would  never  have  an  imprinter 
influence,  as  long  as  the  Legislature  preserved 
their  character  for  wisdom  and  integrity. 

The  information  derived  from  the  Head  of  a 
Department  could  never,  he  suggested,  be  obtained 
in  a  more  proper  manner,  than  by  making  it  the 
foundation  of  deliberation.  Supposing  the  House 
should  undertake  to  originate  without  this  previ- 
ous step,  and  a  difficulty  should  occur  for  want  of 
information;  it  would  be,  be  conceived,  deroga- 
tory to  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  apply  then  to 
the  Secretary  for  assistance,  and  more  dangerous 
to  proceed  in  error  or  ignorance.  He  rather  wished 
for  a  short  delay;  but,  if  the  question  was  urged, 
be  should  certainly  vote,  he  said,  against  striung 

Mr.  Madison  saw  some  difficulty  in  drawing 
the  exact  line  between  subjects  of  legi^tive  and 
ministerial  deUberations,  but  still  such  a  line  most 
certainly  existed.  Oenilemen  who  argued  the 
propriety  of  calling  on  the  Secretary  for  informa- 
tion, plans,  and  propositions,  involved  the  propri- 
ety ot  permitting  that  officer,  in  the  shape  of  a 
plan  or  measure,  to  propose  a  new  tax,  and  say 
whether  it  should  be  a  direct  or  indirect  one.  Yet, 
if  it  was  proposed  directly  to  give  this  power  to 
the  Secretary,  few  members,  he  believed,  would 
agree  to  it.     He  was  in  favor  of  striking  out. 

Mr.  Gebbv  said,  that  while  the  law  establishing 
the  Treasury  Department  was  under  considera- 
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tion,  he  had  opposed  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
gare  the  Secretary  power  to  propose  to  the  House 
a  tax,  and  a  [^au  to  carry  it  into  execution.  He 
conceived  such  a  power  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  the  Constitatioa.  This  power  is,  however,  in- 
volved in  that  part  of  the  taw  which  authorizes 
him  to  propose,  without  being  called  on,  plans  for 
the  support  ofcredit,forther^ucliDn  of  the  public 
debt,  &c.  The  Secretary,  nevertheless,  knowing 
prob«bly  that  that  power,  mnted  him  by  the  law, 
was  looked  upon  with  a  je^ous  eye  by  many  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  has  never  exercised  it. 

He,  however,  was  not  averse  to  referring  the 
object  of  the  motion  to  the  Secretary.  He  saw 
an  impiKsibility,  if  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  in  rendering  the  intended  measure  an  uni- 
form part  of  the  great  financial  whole.  The  clash- 
ins  01  various  opinions  would  prevent  it.  If  the 
influence  of  the  Secretary  was  formidable,  he  con- 
ceived it  'would  be  much  more  dangerous  if  exert- 
ed against  a  select  committee,  than  in  the  whole 
House.  He  hoped  the  last  p»rt  of  the  resolution 
would  not  be  struck  out. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  pro- 
gress, and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 


TcBSttAT,  November  20. 
On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  there  be 

allowed  to  Joseph  Henderson per  annum,  in 

compensation  for  bis  services  as  Naval  Paymasti 


„     ,         ,  -  l'i'82- 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion,  together  with 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
petition  of  the  said  Joseph  Henderson,  which  was 
made  to  this  House  on  the  30ih  of  April  last,  be 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  memorial  of  William  Constable  and  Com- 
pany, merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was 
presented  to  the  House  ana  read,  praying  to  be 
allowed  the  amount  of  the  drawback  on  a  quantity 
of  teas  exported  from  the  port  of  New  York,  and 
duly  landed  in  the  port  of  Dunkirk,  in  France,  in 
the  year  1790,  of  which  they  are  possessed  of  suf- 
ficient evidence,  although  not  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  theie- 
apon  to  the  House. 

THE  MILITIA  LAW. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Reaohtd,  That  s  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  amend  lbs  Mililit  law  pailed  last  acssion. 

Mr.  LiTERMORE  rose  to  inquire,  what  particular 
pert  of  the  law  was  the  object  of  the  resolution  ? 

Mr.  MuHRAT  explained.  He  informed  the  House 
that  it  had  special  reference  to  the  clause  which 
respects  arming  the  Militia.  He  said,  the  injunc- 
tions of  the  law,  in  this  particular,  imposed  equal 
burdens,  on  shoulders  infinitely  disproportioned  as 
to  their  capacity  to  sustain  them;  it  enjoins  duties 


on  the  major  part  of  the  Militia,  of  such  a  nature, 
as  renders  the  law  totally  impracticable.  A  man 
not  worth  one  farthing,  is  subjected  to  the  same 
expense  with  one  who  may  be  worth  ten  thousand 
pounds  a  year ;  the  inequality,  evident  in  the  ope- 
ration of  such  a  requisition,  is  a  glaring  instance' of 
injustice,  and  calls  loudly  for  Legislative  interpo- 
sitim  and  relief  He  adverted  to  the  particular 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  t      '        "' 


that  part  of  the  U 

Mr.  Williamson  suggested  an  alteration  in  the 
resolution.  It  would  be  better,  in  his  opinion,  to 
have  it  read,  a.bitl  to  ameiuf  the  Militia  law.  He 
moved  for  this  alteration.  Mr.  W.  oWrved,  thai 
he  thought  the  law  susceptible  of  several  ainend- 
ments ;  but  with  respect  to  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  he  said  it  applied  with 
equal  force  to  many  other  parts  of  the  law,  parti- 
cularly -with  regara  to  the  general  performance  of 
Militia  duty. 

Mr.  LivBBMOBE  stated  some  objections  to  the 
indefiniteness  ot  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Oreekitp  observed,  that  he  had  seconded 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  be- 
cause he  thought  many  parts  ot  the  law  might  be 
amended  in  such  manner,  as  tu  make  it  more  ap- 
plicable to  the  circumstances  of  the  Stale  of  Ken- 
lucky;  which,  from  its  peculiar  situation,  could 
not  aerive  those  advantages  from  the  law,  which 
other  parts  of  the  Union  might ;  the  -want  of  which 
were  sensibly  felt.  He'preferred  adopting  the 
words  to  amend,  in  lieu  of  "  supplementary, 

Mr.  HiLLHOusE  objected  to  the  motion.  He 
thought  that  competent  relief  in  the  case  com- 
plained of,  might  be  obtained  from  the  Slate  Le- 
gislature. He  added,  that  the  law  had  scarcely 
got  into  operation;  some  of  the  Slates  have  made 
provision  to  carry  it  into  execution;  others  are 
about  doing  the  same;  and  he  doubted  the  policy 
exceedingly  of  taking  any  steps  in  the  matter,  be- 
fore any  experience  of  the  law  has  been  bad. 

Mr.  FIT2BIH0NB  offered  some  remarks  of  a  umi- 
lar  nature. 

Mr.  Mercer  supported  the  motion.  He  urged 
a  variety  of  reasons  to  show  the  importance  of 
taking  immediate  measures  to  amend  and  amelio- 
rate the  law;  if  this  is  not  done,  he  said,  it  will 
sanction  the  idea,  already  entertained  by  many  of 
the  respectable  citizens  of  the  Union,  that  there  is 
a  disinclination  on  the  part  of  many  members  of 
the  Legislature,  to  provide  for  an  effective  Militia — 
that  a  necessity  may  be  induced  for  a  standing 
army.  He  adverted  to  die  injustice  of  the  requi- 
sition, which  enjoins,  that  a  man  who  is  not  worth 
twenty  shillings  should  incur  an  expense  of  twen- 
ty pounds  in  equipping  himself  as  a  Militia  man. 

Mr.  MoHRAv's  motion,  for  a  committee,  was 
negatived;  fourteen  members  only  rising  in  the 
affirmative. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the 
PREBioBNTOFTBEUNiTEn  STATES  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress. 
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obligfcd  to  rise  od  ihe  present  occasion,  but  the 
atriEiiLg  out  the  latter  part  of  the  propositioD  be- 
came indiapensable,  in  order  to  defeat  the  dsmger- 
ous  dociiioe  of  {M^edenis,  and  prevent  a  future 
pleaon thegroundof constructioD.  Hewasawaie 
of  the  consequences,  and  that  the  practice,  unless 
It  should  be  relinquished,  would  lead  to  no  good. 
it  has  been  too  common,  wht^  a  cerlaia  object  is 
to  be  carried — to  avoid  the  defeat  which  a  direct 
attack  might  produce — to  wind  round,  in  order  to 
make  its  attainment  the  more  certain,  by  gradual 
approaches.  By  one  motion,  made  on  doubtful 
ground,  supported  by  arguments  applying  to  its 
particular  nature,  keeping  the  doubtfiil  tendency 
out  of  si^ht,  one  step,  by  the  success  of  the  first 
saotioD,  IS  made  over  the  true  line;  another  mo- 
tion follows,  backed  by  the  first  as  a  precedent,  and 
a  further  encroachnlent  is  effected,  till  when  it 
becomes  eTident,  by  such  gradual  encroachments, 
that  they  are  advancing  to  dangerous  ground;  but 
tlien,  to  excuse  a  further  tiespass,  precedents  iunu- 
merabte,  the  general  nature  of  which  (although 
hitherto  kept  out  of  sight)  now  become  a  strong 
argument  against  recetimg. 

When  gentlemen  talk  of  light  and  information 
only,  he  would  agree  with4hem,  for  he  wished  to 
obtam  il  irosa  every  proper  source.  It  has  bent 
made  the  duty  of  the  Elzecutive  Departments  to 
sive  informatioD  to  the  Legislature,  but  this  in- 
Axmation  should  relate,  merely,  ii|  his  opinion,  to 
statements  of  facts  and  details  of  business,  but  the 
laws  should  be  framed  by  the  Legislature,  after 
ihey  bad  acquired  this  intormation. 

He  wished  that  it  might  be  explicitly  and  finally 
determirwd  howfarthe  Legislative  business  should 
be  solely  transacted  by  the  Legislature,  and  how 
much  be  referred  to  Eaecutive  Departments.  He 
conceived  there  was  a  solid  difference  of  opinion 
indite  House,  on  this  point,  as  wellas  out  of  doors. 
Some  personsconceive  that  the  more  of  the  affairs 
of  society  that  are  thrown  into  the  hands  of  indi- 
viduals, were  wiil  be  the  greater  security  against 
error.  Whilst,  on  the  ottier  hand,  there  were  many 
who  entertained  a  contrary  opinion,  that  there  is 
less  danger  of  passion  influencing  large  Legislative 
bodies,  and  that  the  clashing  oi  interests  amongst 
them  is  a  security  against  partial  and  improper 
bias,  at  the  same  time  that  it  keeps  them  more 

He  did  not  mean  to  criminate  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, but  certainly  the  law  which  establishes 
It.  is  couched  in  such  general  language  as  to  afford 
alatitude  for  the  introduction  ofnew  systems,  such 
as  were  never  expected  by  the  Legislature. 

He  had  frequently,  on  former  occasions,  re- 
marked, and  now  repeated  it,  thai  the  whole  of 
this  mode  was  introduced  under  cover  oS  referring 
the  petition  of  the  Pennsylvania  public  creditors 
(whust  Congress  sat  at  New  York)  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  with  directions  to  report  a 
plan  respecting  the  public  ci«dit.  But  few  of  the 
members  then  suspected,  or  indeed  entertained  an 
idea,  that  that  reference  should  have  produced  the 
I^an  of  the  Funding  System,  or  that  the  Excise 
would  be  the  consequence. 


The  impost  system  which  the  House  originated 

Sirevious  to  those  piatw,  was  framed  upon  very  dif- 
erent  grounds:  first  principles  were  adverted  to; 
information  wascollected  from  all  pat) s,  with  great 
labor.  Had  the  Treasury  Department  been  esta- 
blished then,  this  information  might  have  been  pro- 
cured with  less  trouble;  but  this  once  collected,  the 
Legislature  made  use  oi  it,  and  framed  a  law,  the 
formation  of  which  has  not  been  unfavorably  aoa.' 
sidered.  There  is  a  material  distinction  betweea 
receiving  information  on  which  to  ground  a  la^ 
and  a  plan  of  the  law  ready  formed.  The  latter 
mode  he  was  opposed  to.  Gentlemen  have  aaid 
that  we  may  reject  what  is  proposed;  but  in  this 
case  we  will  only  be  eieroising  a  sort  of  revisioaary 
power,  very  different  from  a  Legislative  one;  a 
very  material  difference  from  what  is  coatem.- 
platedin  theConatitutioA — the  difference  between 
originating  aad  possening  only  the  right  of  m 
native. 

The  House  have  as  much  power  over  tke  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate,  as  over  the  plan  of  a  law 
reported  by  the  Secretary.  There  is  but  this  dif- 
ference between  the  cases,  that  the  plan*  of  the 
Secretary  are  weil  supported  by  argument.  And 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  he  must  have  been 
stroiiglyattached  to  these  forms;  they  had  become 
children  of  his  mind;  and  it  would  be  found  hard 
to  make  him  change  an  opinion  of  a  system  which 
he  had  spent  so  much  time  in  maturing,  although 
we  should  conceive  them  to  be  originated  asaiast 
the  first  principles  of  Government.  Indeei^  it  is 
a  principle  itself,  that  the  Legislative  and  Execu- 
tive  Departments  sboutd  be  kept  as  far  distant  as 
possible.  We,  whose  privilege  it  is  to  originate 
the  laws,  should  have  no  remote  view  of  advao- 
tage.  Although  it  is  difQculi  to  amend  the  defect- 
ive parts  in  a  complicated  system  without  endan- 
Sering  the  uniformity  of  the  whole,  yet  it  is  less 
ifficult  to  put  together  the  parts  from  celleoted 
materials,  and  to  amend  a  plan  before  it  has  be«B 
matured. 

The  objections  which  he  at  first  enlertaiued  to 
this  method  of  calling  for  matured  plaus  frcHB  the 
Heads  ol  Departments,  were  growutg  every  day 
stronger  in  his  mind.  The  propciety  of  keeping 
the  Legislative,  Judicial,  and  Executive  powera 
distinct  from  each  other,  is  founded  in  good  sense. 
It  is  dangerous  to  intrust  those  who  have  a  pros- 
pect of  deriving  some  advantage  in  (be  executim 
of  a  law,  to  have  any  hand  In  framing  iL  And  it 
is  as  improper  for  the  Legislative  to  attend  to  the 
execution  of  a  law,  as  it  is  for  the  Executive  to 
meddle  in  the  business  of  legislation.  The  prin- 
ciple, if  once  admitted,  may  be  carried  to  soch 
lengths  as  to  admit  the  Judiciary  to  sit  in  the 
House  of  Representatives ;  and  we  shall  have  them 
here,iatheirlong  robes,  introducing  plans  of  laws, 
with  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  War 
Departments.  The  strong  sense  he  bad  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  keeping  the  Departments  distinct,  had 
such  force  upon  his  mind  as  to  occasion  his  oppo- 
sition even  to  the  introduction  of  the  two  Secre- 
taries, the  other  day,  to  answer  interrogatories  in 
the  House.  Such  a  precedent,  he  feared,  might 
prove  a  dangerous  one,  and  lean  to  an  interfereuoe 
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ia  more  important  pointB.  He  confeesed,  baw- 
erer,  that  in  some  iDstaiKes  the  different  Depart- 
ments of  Goremmeat  must  aecessarilr,  in  some 
de^ee,  be  blended ;  but  he  insisted  that  tney  should 
be  Kept  separate  as  mnch  as  possible. 

Some  gentlemen  have  gone  so  far  as  to  intimate 
that  the  barrier  between  them  is  chiefly  theoreti- 
ca.1,  that  it  is  only  a  paper  barrier.  To  be  sure, 
said  he,  the  barrier  laid  down  in  the  Conetitatton 
for  the  sepeniliOD  of  the  Departments,  is  not  a 
fence  to  keep  oet  wild  beasts,  dot  a  ditch  against  a 
savage  enemy,  nor  even  like  the  wall  of  ChiHs,  to 
keep  out  the  Tartars;  yet  it  is  net  eo  theoretical 
as  not  to  be  explicitly  imderstood,  and  we  ought 
to  make  it  as  strong  and  impregnable  as  if  it  were 
a  mound. 

Experience  is  strongljr  in  favor  of  this  prioci^e. 
Both  modes  of  originating  laws  have  been  tried; 
but  tliat  system  which  originated  in  the  House, 
according  to  his  opinion,  h^  sat  well  on  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people,  whose  interests  and  wishes,  joys 


country.  Had  the  same  principle  been  followed 
in  the  originating  of  the  Excise  law,  as  was  in  the 
Impost,  ii  would  most  probably  have  sal  better 
npcHi  the  people.  His  constituents,  he  contended, 
had  a  right  to  nave  their  feelings  represented;  and 
if  he  found  it  ineradicable  to  make  their  voice 
heard,  and  sentiments  understood  with  effect  in 
the  House,  he  should  co^ider  it  his  duty  to  try 
another  mode  i>f  foTwsrding  their  interests.  He 
would  go  to  where  systems  originated,  and  there 
he  ■woiud  thrust  in  wnat  information  an  acquaint- 
ance with  his  constituents  put  him  in  possession 
of,  and  demand  it  as  a  right  that  their  feelings 
should  be  consulted.  He  knew  it  would  be  an- 
sirered,  that  informatioD  was  received  at  the  Trea- 
sury by  private  letters  and  by  private  conversa- 
tions. Bat  this  was  often  deceitful  information; 
_.  he  knew  it  to  be  so  in  many  instaitces,  and  thai 
Ikhat  persons  who  gave  this  information  would  sot 
Vlave  readily  owned  it  amongst  their  neighbors, 
who  might  consider  that  their  legal  Represent- 
atives were  the  only  true  sources  from  which 
Information,  concerning  their  wants  or  desires, 
should  be  derived.  If  any  other  mode  shall  be 
pursued,it  cannot  come  to  good.  Upon  the  whole, 
he  ■VTV9  against  the  reference,  and  wished  that  part 
of  the  motion  to  be  struck  ont. 

Mr.  Wbite  was  of  the  same  opinion  with  Mr. 
Baldwin,  and  spoke  against  the  unqnalified  prac- 
tice of  giving  such  extensive  powers  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  The  House  which  will 
succeed  the  present  will  condemn  those  measares, 
and  he  foresaw  all  these  dangers  in  the  second 
Mssion  of  the  First  Congress;  that  there  would 
hardly  be  an  ol^ct  of  taxation,  but  what  might 
be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  to 
manage.  Indeed,  the  power  given  to  that  officer 
exceeds  the  whole  powers  possessed  by  the  Senate, 
for  their  plans  do  not  come  accompanied  with  the 


improper  influence  of  lengthy  Brgun 
-'  '^-'    '  -  ■"     thattheHc 

n  judgments,  and  I 


the  Secretary  should  be  restricted  to  the  more  Ex- 
ecutive part  of  the  business  of  managing  the  reve- 
nue after,  and  not  before,  ii  has  been  established 
by  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  GtLBB  was  sorry  to  hear  this  old  contest 
again  agitated.  He  was  also  against  (be  refer- 
ence, and  lamented  the  wrong  construction  which 
had  been  put  upon  the  Constilution.  He  also 
declared  it  to  he  his  opinion,  that  some  of  the 
measures  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  discovered  a  princely  ignorance  of  the 
country,  for  the  wants  and  wishes  of  one  part  had 
been  sacrificed  to  the  interest  of  the  other. 

Mr.  MuRHAY  WHS  in  fiivor  of  the  reference. 

Mr.  Qerrt  also  spoke  for  it.  He  read  the  bill 
for  establishing  the  Treasury  Department,  from 
which  be  argned  that  the  House  was  bound,  that 
it  WHS  their  duty,  to  refer  to  the  Secretary  for 
nluis,  &c.,  and  he  saw  no  cause  for  jealousy,  or 
for  any  Action  to  be  raised  against  that  officer. 

Mr.  Mercer  expressed  much  astonishment  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
should  su^st  an  idea  that  a  Action  (as  he  termed 
it)  ooald  exist  in  that  House  against  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treosuir;  his  native  manliness  of  character 
must  have  fled  before  he  could  admit  so  humiliat- 
ing a  position.  That  mind  must  be  degraded  with- 
in, it  must  have  been  sensible  of  a  degradation 
without,  before  it  could  so  far  relinquish  the  self- 
love  and  self-esteem  ingrafted  in  our  natures,  as 
to  descend  into  a  faction  against  a  Secretary.  As 
a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  he  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged inferiority  to  no  created  bemg.  As  one  of 
their  Representatives  in  the  Supreme  Legislative 
Council,  ne considered  himself  m  asituation more 
re^MHisible,  and  invested  with  an  authority  more 
important  and  d^nified  than  that  of  any  Secretary 
whatever.  And  whatever  might  be  the  opinions 
of  other  gentlemen,  these  impressions  should  ac- 
company nira  through  every  stage  of  his  political 
conduct;  and  thev  would  justify  the  uniform  per- 
severance with  Which  he  had  and  should  contmue 
to  preserve  the  full  and  entire  ezerciie  of  the  pow- 
ers vested  in  him  by  the  Constilution.  The  non- 
orable  gentleman  had  cited  a  law  (o  enforce  this 
reference.  If  this  was  the  case,  they  had  no  power 
to  deliberate.  This  surely  must  be  admitted  and 
be  unconstitutional.  No  former  Congress  could 
deprive  themselves  and  their  successors  of  this 
most  important  of  aU  their  powers,  and  render 
themselves  the  cyphers  and  instruments  of  an  in- 
dividual. If  it  gave  the  Secretary  the  exclusive 
right  to  originate,  it  was  waste  paper,  it  was  nu- 
gatory and  void;  if  it  did  not,  he  did  not  see  why 
It  should  be  urged.  If  it  was  not  wholly  exclusive, 
it  ought  not  to  be  partially  so;  for  by  parting  with 
the  power  by  a  reference,  it  could  not  be  again 
taken  up  sutil  a  report,  wnich  could  never  make 
its  appearance  untU  accommodated  to  the  wishes 
of  a  majority.  Those  who  did  not  participate  in 
this  out-of-doors  legislation,  were  excluded  from 
all  the  benefits  of  Oovemment, for  a  majority  once 
asreed,  no  represenlations  could  break  or  alter  it. 
He  thought  himself  authorized  to  say  so,  from  the 
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he  ought  to  do)  cotemporary  exposition,  and  to 
expound  the  law  by  the  CoustituiioD,  he  thought 
he  could  reconcile  them.  The  Constitution  had 
divided  the  delegated  powers  of  the  people  among 
the  three  branches^  Legislative.  Executive,  and  Ju- 
diciary, neither  of  which  could  alter  or  transfer 
the  powers  so  vested.  The  Legislative  was  the 
first,  and  the  source  which  brought  into  activity 
the  other  two.  The  law  must  be  made  by  them ; 
it  must  be  expounded  and  supplied  bv  the  Judiciary, 
and  esecuted  by  tbe  Executive;  the  two  last,  by 
the  nature  of  thiogs,  flow  from,  and  so  far  are  de- 
pendent on  the  first,  as  the  only  source.  Thus  the 
Constitution  speaks  of  Heads  of  Departments  and 
inferior  tribunals:  it  does  not  describe  tbelt  duties; 
when  the  Legislature  describes  their  duties,  they 
most  be  expounded  as  Executive  of  Judiciary 
duties,  accordingly  as  they  may  respect  or  apper- 
tain to  either  branch.  The  Heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments are  the  inferior  organs  of  the  Executive 
power.  The  Constitution  permits  tbe  head  of 
that  branch  to  propose  plajis;  it  may  be  proper, 
then,  that  the  different  Secretaries  may  prepare 
such  plans  as  are  within  their  respective  Depart- 
ments! which  the  Chief  Masistrale  may  propote 
to  the  Legislature,  if  he  sees  fit;  and  when  bo  done, 
it  is  constitutional,  and  the  Legislature  may,  or 
may  not,  at  their  discretion,  take  them  up.  Any 
other  exposition  is  unconstitutional  and  idle.  They 
are  also  the  expositions  of  the  documents  and  in- 
formation that  arise  in  the  administration  of  Go- 
vernment which  this  House  may  require  of  the 
Executive  Magistrate,  and  which  be  will  commu- 
nicate as  he  sees  fit.  The  House  may  go  too  far 
in  askins  information.  He  may  constitutionally 
deny  such  information  of  facts  there  deputed  as 
are  ut  to  be  communicated  and  may  assist  in  legis- 
lation I  always  wish  for.  But  I  want  no  opinions 
resulting  from,  him.  If  they  are  to  influence  me, 
they  are  wron^;  if  not  to  influence,  they  are  useless. 
This  mode  ofprocedure.  of  originating  laws  with 
the  Secretary,  destroys  alt  responsibility ;  it  throws 
it  on  a  man  not  elected  by  the  people,  and  over 
whom  they  have  no  control.  Men  will  go  in  a 
crowd,  and  elide  down  a  current,  embarked  in  a 
system  whicn  no  one  of  them  would  have  dared 
to  propose.  That  nraotiee  has  proved  the  theory, 
let  the  Executive  law  evince.  Originating  with 
the  Secretary,  it  met  little  opposition;  and  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  one  member,  relying  on  his 
individual  respoiksibility  to  his  constituents,  would 
have  openly,  in  this  House,  originated  the  design. 
A  cavil,  however,  is  rais^  on  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  confines  the  originatins  money 
bills  to  this  House  exclusively.  It  ls  said,  by  some, 
a  bill  is  not  originated  until  it  has  passed  the 
House.  Suppose  a  bill  goes  ihroUKh  one  oi  two 
readings  here,  and  is  rejected  on  a  tnird ;  will  any 
man  say,  such  a  bill  never  originated  7  Surely 
the  first  application  of  general  principles  to  a  par- 
ticular suDject,  is  the  origination,  and  no  subse- 
quent stage  can  be  affixed.  Some  say  the  Secre- 
tary's Reports  are  like  Smith's  Treatise  on  the 
Wealth  of  Nations.  We  do  not  come  here  to  go 
to  school,  or  hear  lectures  from  the  Secretarit  ~  ~ 
finance  or  any  other  subject.    It  would  be  n 


of  time  to  repeat  arguments  so  ofieu  and  so  aUy 
urged.  1  neither  expect  nor  wish  more  than  tem- 
porary expedients  from  the  present  represeotatioa. 
1  look  to  the  succeeding  session,  when  ultimate 
and  final  arrangements,  remedying  the  injustice 
of  (he  present  funding  systems  and  concomitant 
evils,  will  take  place. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mi- 
Paqe,  the  question  for  striking  out  the  latter  port 
of  the  resolution  was  called  for,  and  tl^re  rose  in 
the  affirmative  25,  and  31  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  the  rewdu- 
tion,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Wednbbdat,  November  21. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Faulkner  and  EdwKrd 
Faulkner  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  compensation  may  he  made  to  them 
out  of  the  imappropriated  lands  in  tbe  Western 
country,  for  tbe  quantity  to  which  they  are  enti- 
tled, as  ref\igees  from  Nova  Scotia,  under  a  reso- 
lution of  the  late  Congress,  of  the  13th  of  April, 
1785. 

Ordend^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  instruction  to  examine 
the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  estaUish  a 
uniform  system  on  the  subject  of  baokrowcies 
throughout  the  United  States ;  and  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Mr,  Bovdinot,  Mr.  Laobarcb,  Mi. 
White,  and  Mr.  Gerry,  be  tbe  said  committee. 
THE  MILITIA  LAW. 
Mr.  Mdrrav  called  for  the  resolution  which  he 
"  "  that  a  committee  be 
ise  of  the  Militia  law 
wnicb  relates  to  the  arming  the  Militia :"  this  be- 

Mr.  MoBSAv  said  he  still  had  hopes,  though  his 
first  motion  had  failed.  The  present  motion  was 
to  repeal  the  clause  which  he  hoped  to  prove  ol^^ 
noxious.  As  it  was  more  limited  than  the  form^^ 
one,  and  as  be  did  not  mean  by  this  to  go  into  a 
general  revision  of  the  whole  law,  but  confine  the 
repeal  and  substitute  to  the  arming  clause,  he 
imagined  many  gentlemen  would  support  his  iit- 
tentions,  who  yesterday  were  averse  to  opening  the 
whole  law  to  revision.  The  clause  in  question  was 
obnoxious  to  his  constituents;  a  late  and  most  in- 
timate knowledge  of  his  district  had  enabled  him 
with  great  confidence  to  say  so ;  and  he  had  reason 
to  believe  that  unless  an  alteration  in  the  law  took 
place,  no  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  would 
give  It  the  desired  operation  in  that  State.  The 
clause  was  disagreeable  to  his  constituents,  because 
it  was  oppressive  in  principle  and  impracticable  in 
its  operation.  It  was  a  principle  of  political  jus- 
tice, which  no  occasion  could  dispense  with,  that 
protection  and  taxation  should  be  commensurate. 
That  wherever  a  tax  was  levied  for  the  protection 
of  society,  its  apportionment  among  individuals 
should  beas exactly  as  possiblecorrespondentwitb 
the  property  of  each  individual.  There  is  so  ranch 
.  justice  in  this,  that  he  did  not  siqtpose  it  would  be 
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controverted.  The  oppression  thai  will  be  fell  in 
the  operation  of  this  clause^  flows  from  the  vLola- 
tion  of  that  principle.  The  obligation  to  arm  in 
a  particular  nuumer,  as  it  will  produce  a  imifonn 
expense  on  men  of  unequal  property,  will  prove 
a  tax  that  will  act  unjustly,  because  unequalty — 
men  will  not  pay  agreeably  to  their  property.  To 
illustrate  this  is  easy,  and  cbe  plainest  mode  of 
^slioivingibetrutb.  By  the  law,  he  who  has  passed 
his  fortv-fiftb  year  is  exempt  from  tnilitia  duty.  It 
must  olien  happen  that  men  of  large  fortune  will 
thus  eontribute  nothing  towards  this  species  of 
protection,  whUe  the  man  of  very  small  forume 
will  be  obliged  to  furnish  largely  to  it,  if  the  father 
of  a  family,  capable  and  of  age  to  bear  arms.  For 
the  sake  01  harmony  and  a  ready  disposition  to  fall 
into  a  patriotic  impulse,  he  much  doubted  whether 
his  constiiuenti  would  have  murmured  much  at 
ihe  violation  of  the  principle;  but  the  impiaclica-' 
bility  of  this  clause  obliges  them  to  seek  relief 
through  their  RepresentatiTes.  The  law,  in  the 
district  he  came  from,  he  much  feared  could  not 
be  executed.  Each  militia-man  b  to  come  into 
the  field  with  a  musket  or  firelock^  bayonet,  car- 
tow:h-box,  and  other  equipments.  Thrae,  he  verily 
believed-  could  not  be  had.  If  the  citizens — even 
those  'wno  would  think  lightly  of  the  burden — 
could  not  procure  these  accoutrements,  the  law 
must  be  vicuated.  Congress,  he  hoped,  would  not 
force  his  well-inclined  fellow-citizens  to  violate 
the  law ;  bat  if  the  law  could  not  possibly  be  exe- 
cuted,because  impracticable,  the  L^islature  would 
be  BQSWerable  for  the  indi^ities  it  brought  upon 
itself,  by  thus  prescribing  unnecessary  hardships. 
ll  was,  then,  to  shield  Congress,  and  the  dignity  of 
legislation,  from  the  shame  of  imposing  impossible 
omigBtions,  as  weU  as  to  redress  the  citizen,  that 
he  wished  the  clause  altered.  Several  modes  pre- 
sented themselves.  The  most  obvious  is,  the  fur- 
nishing of  the  arms  at  the  public  expense ;  and 
another  is,  the  furnishing  of  the  arms  to  such  as 
might,  in  the  opinion  of  certain  officers,  be  too 
poor  conveniently  to  find  them.  Congress  might 
leave  it  with  either  the  officers  of  the  militia,  or 
with  the  deputy  marshals.  The  disposition  once  felt 
to  relieve,  would  presently  designate  its  mode  of 
accomplishing  redress.  Fmes,  too,  would  prove  a 
perpetually  accumulating  fund,  which  could  in  a 
few  years  either  be  applied  to  the  further  purchase 
of  arms,  and  further  eioneration  of  the  poorer 
class,  wno  might  not  fall  within  the  idea  of  the 
most  rigid  poverty,  or  to  a  reimbursement  of  the 
public  for  the  arms  first  purchased.  At  alt  events, 
U  could  do.no  harm  to  hear  what  a  committee 
could  report  on  this  subject ;  and  when  the  House 
reflected  that  this  was  the  wish  of  a  populous  dis- 
trict, and  he  verily  believed  of  the  whole  State  of 
Maryland,  he  did  not  doubt  of  at  least  a  sober  re- 
gard to  such  claims.  A  matter  of  great  import- 
ance it  certainly  was,  that,  as  far  as  b  consistent 
with  the  good  of  the  whole,  the  interests  and 
wishes  of  a  part  should  be  attended  to.  In  this 
case,  his  constituents  argued  from  no  partial  views 
or  local  motives,  but  from  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  property  and  taxation,  equally  applicable 
to  all  who  thought  themselves  aggrieved.    He  was 


convinced  the  clause  in  question  was  as  impracti- 
cable as  it  was  opfweasive,  and  he  hoped  to  nave  a 
committee  appointed.  He  felt,  that  whaterei 
might  be  the  event,  he  had  discnarged  the  duty 
heowed  tohisfellow-citizeas,and  obeyed  his  own 
opinions. 

Mr.  Williamson  strongly  reprobated  the  idea 
of  making  the  arming  of  the  militia  a  public  ex- 
pense, as  mvolving  a  most  unequal  and  oppressive 
species  of  taxation,  especially  as  it  is  conceded 
that  more  than  one  half  of  the  militia  are  already 
armed. 

Mr.  KiTTBRA  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  motion. 
By  a  calculation  which  he  offered,  be  said,  the 
expense  of  arming  the  militia  at  the  public  charge 
would  amount  to  forty-two  millions  of  dollus, 
rating  the  expense  at  x20  per  man,  according  to 
the  estimate  of  a  gentleman  from  Marvland.  He 
reprobated  the  i<WB  of  making  anf  alteration  in 
the  law,  before  any  experience  of  its  effects  had 
taken  j^ce. 

Mr.  Mehceb  supported  the  estimate  he  had 
made  of  the  individual  expense;  and  if  it  amount- 
ed, said  he,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
has  said,  to  forty-two  millions  of  dollars,  was  the 
expense  lessened  by  its  being  imposed  in  the  moat 
tmequal  and  oppressive  manner?  He  said  he 
never  had  any  idea  of  the  Government's  incurring 
such  an  expense.     He  had  no  conception  of  the 

Eolicy  of  a  militia  amounting  to  seven  hundred  and 
ily  thousand  men ;  he  never  wished  to  see  a  mi- 
litia which  should  exceed  thirty  thousand.  The 
plan  of  aiming  such  an  immense  mass  of  militia 
was,  in  his  opinion,  the  most  absurd  idea  that  could 
be  imagined,  and  amounted  to  a  relinquishment  of 
all  hope  of  an  efficient  militia. 

Mr.  Page  was  opposed  to  the  motion.  He  ob- 
jected particularlv  to  Mr.  Mercer's  idea  of  arming 
so  small  a  part  of  the  militia,  and  pointed  out  the 
difficulties  which  would  naturally  take  place  in 
consequence  of  different  principles  being  adopted  in 
respect  to  the  arming  of  the  militia.  He  remarked 
that  the  difficulties  which  had  presented  them- 
selves in  the  former  discussion  of  this  matter  now 
occurred  in  full  force,  and  would  involve  the 
House  m  all  the  perplexities  which  had  heretofore 
attended  the  subject. 

Mr.  Dayton  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  mo> 
tion.  He  was  opposed  to  it,  and  reprobated  in 
strong  terms  any  plan  of  arming  the  militia  which 
should  give  either  the  Slate  or  Qeneral  Goveni- 
ment  a  ri^ht  to  dispossess  them  of  their  aims  on 
any  occasion. 

Mr.  Morrat  added  some. further  remarks,  and 
then  the  question  was  determined  in  the  n^ative; 
yeas  6,  nays  50,  as  follows : 

Yiis^-Benjamin  Bonme,  PhiUp  Key,  John  Frand* 
Msrcer,  Willism  Vans  Muirsy,  Thomas  8iiinpt«r,  and 
Fnneia  Willis. 

Navi.— Fubei  Amas,  John  Baptist  Asha,  Abtahuo 
BaJdvrin,  Robert  Biniwdl,  Egbert  BenM)a,8lle«riuhab 
Bonme,  Afanhsa  CUik,  JonaHian  Daytaa.Thonus 
Pituimons,  Btbridga  G«it;,  Willism  B.  GilcB,  Nkbolsa 
Gilman,  Benjamin  (Soodlme,  Junsa  Oardon,  Christopher 
Oresnap,  Sainael  Griffin,  Willism  Bany  Grove,  TImhbbs 
Hartley,  Daniel  HoiatBr,  JaBsa  HiUhooae,  Dauisl  Hn- 
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get,  Aaron  Kiu^ell,  John  W.  Kktsn,  Jokn  L«unnes, 
Amua  Learned,  Kichaid  Bluid  Lee,  George  LeoDBid, 
Samud  Livermore,  Natfauiiel  Macao,  James  Madiaon, 
Andrew  Moore,  Fredericlc  Auguatus  Muhlenbeig,  Na- 
thaniel Nilee,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Joaiah 
Parker,  Comeliua  C-Schoomnaker,  Theodora  Sedgwick, 
Pelar  Svlveeler,  Jecemiab  Smith,  Wiltiam  Smith,  John 
Steele,  JonBthan  Stuigea,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venible, 
Artemai  Ward,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  William- 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  Bpeech  of  the  Phbbii«nt  of 
THE  United  Statbs  t  which  were  read,  as  fol- 

'  "  Retoked,  Hut  it  ia  die  opinion  of  diia  oemmitlee 
that  pravinon  be  made  by  law  for  the  iridowa  and  oi- 
phana  of  tboae  peiaMiB  who  mmj  have  been  killed  while 
under  the  pralectian  of  flags  of  truce  to  the  Indian 

tiibea. 

"  Raohed,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  thia  committee 
that  praviaion  be  made  b;  law  for  the  munlananca  of 
the  inlercourae  with  foreign  na^na. 

"  Haohed,  That  it  a  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  measure*  ought  to  be  taluin  for  the  redemption  of 
BO  much  of  the  public  debt  as  by  the  act  entitled  '  An 
act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States' 
the  Dniled  Statea  h&re  reserved  the  right  to  redeem ; 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
report  n  pltm  for  that  purpose. 

"  Retravtd,  That  h  is  Uie  opinion  of  thia  committee 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  report 
the  plan  of  a  poviaion  for  the  reimbursement  of  At 
loan  made  of  the  Banic  of  the  Cnited  Sutee,  pursuant 
to  the  1  tth  section  of  the  act  entitled  ■  An  act  to  incor 
porate  the  subecriben  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.' 

The  first  and  second  resolutioDS  were  severally 
a^in  read,  and,  on  the  question  pot  thereupon, 
agreed  to  bv  the  House. 

The  thira  resolution  being  again  read,a  motion 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  report 
plan  for  that  purpose" — 

Mr.  Page  said  a  few  words  on  the  subject,  and 
denied  the  charge  which  had  been  made  by  some 
members  against  others,  when  they  termed  their 
conduct  ministerial  opposition. 

Mr.  Ladhakce  spoke  for  some  time  in  reply  to 
the  arguments  yesterday  adduced  by  diose  wiio 
had  caBed  (he  mode  of  referring  to  the  Heads  of 
Departments  unconstitutional.  He  tDsisted  that 
there  wtu  nothing  coming  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  which  partook  of  a  L^slatire  quali- 
ty ;  and,  with  regard  to  the  plans  heretofore  pro- 
posed by  that  t^cer,  he  was  of  opinion  that  Uiey 
bad  met  with  general  approtwiion,  and  that  they 
had  materially  assisted  tbe  credit  of  the  United 
Slates.  Before  he  sat  down  he  took 
inform  the  House  that  it  was  not  to  be  ei 
that  the  turplus  of  the  revenue,  mentioned  , 
Secretary  in  ins  report  made  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  sessioit,  would  be  (sufficient  for  the 
demanda  of  OoTernment  for  the  year  1793.  Other 
foDds  must  be  looked  for.    Hh  rea«m  for  men- 


tioning this  wM  in  order  to  bring  the  sabjeet  (aiatj 
before  the  House.  With  respect  to,  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  he  presumed  every  Doem- 
ber  in  the  House  wished  it  to  be  accomplished  u 
fast  as  possible.  And  the  reoeiving  intormBtion 
from  the  Secretary  could  not  affect  their  judg- 
ments any  more  than  a  plan  drawn  up  by  Iftie 
Clerk  of  the  House  could ;  they  were  always  left 
free  to  adopt  or  reject  those  plans. 

Mr.  Gebbt  added  a  fewremarks  in  tarorof  Ae 
reference. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  was  against  it.  He  was  <mea€  those 
to  whom  the  gentleman  from  New  York  alluded  as 
wishing  to  redeem  the  debt  as  fast  as  pos$ible,aBd 
also  to  receive  information  even  from  the  Seer«- 
tary  of  the  Treasury ;  but  1  distinguish  (said  Mr. 
F.)  between  requiringinformatjon  and  trarksferriag 
the  power  of  originating  revenue  systems.  G«Q' 
tlemen  say  this  is  not  a  money  bill,  as  it  does  not 
require  a  new  tax.  I  consider  every  appro^fiatiaD 
of  revenue,  or  every  change  of  approptialuws,  or 
uses  of  all  the  puHk  money,  to  be  of  tbe  eaifte 
nature  of  a  mone^  bill,  and  the  originating  thereof 
equally  tbe  pecuhar  trust  of  this  House;  the  Se- 
nate cannot  originate  in  the  one  case  more  thMi 
in  the  other. 

It  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  Ifae  President  to 
inform  the  Legislature  respecting  the  state  of  tbe 
Union,andto  recommend  such L^ialaliTebusiBeBS 
as  he  may  think  expedient.  The  institutions  of 
the  Heads  of  the  various  Erecutive  Departments 
are  authorized  in  the  Coufititution,  and  have  been 
organized  by  law.  They  are  the  proper  ExecB- 
tire  ehannels  through  vnieh  information  reelect- 
ing the  exeeutitm  and  practical  defects  in  the  taws 
are  to  be  collected,  and  with  whom  the  neceasary 
vouchers  are  deposited ;  and  from  those  yre  bxn 
a  right  to  call  for  such  information  as  is  neceBBary. 
This  we  not  only  admit,  but  advocate;  yet  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  continually  urge  the  ne- 
cessity irf"  informatioii,  as  if  we  ^vere  opposed  to 
tbe  receiving  of  it.  We  are  willing,  nay^  we  are 
anxious  to  receive,  every  official  iaformation  that 
is  to  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary ;  but  we  wi^ 
to  make  a  more  effective  use  of  it — we  wish  to 
improve  it  in  giving  the  first  fonn  to  oar  revenue 
plans,  according  to  the  trust  reposed  in  as.  B«t 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  and  others  sa.y 
that  referring  to  Ibe  Secretary  f<w  the  organisa- 
tion of  the  revenue  plans  is  not  contrary  to  the 
Constitution,  and  calls  upon  us  to  prove  tbat  it  ii. 
I  answer,  that  the  right  of  transferring  that  power 
is  not  expressed  in  the  Constitution ;  if  so,  I  ap- 
prehend the  burden  of  proof  lies  upon  the  gentle- 
men, and  not  upon  us.  The  Constitution  ex- 
pressly defines  the  power  o(  tbe  Executive  in 
living  information,  recomtnending  to  tbe  Legis- 
bture,  and  of  exercising  a  limited  negative  npon 
tbe  laws;  it  is  of  the  nature  of  Executive  power 
to  be  transferrable  to  subordinate  officers ;  btit 
Legislative  authority  is  incommunicable,  and  caa- 
not  be  transferred.  To  give  the  first  form  to  re- 
venue plans  is  a  peculiar  trust  reposed  in  this 
House  that  we  cannot  transfer  even  to  the  Senate; 
and  if  (bat  body  were  to  prepose  a  p4an  to  us,  we 
could  not  accept  of  it.    This  trast  is  peculiarly 
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reposed  in  us,  for  obvions  reasonsj  which  I  will 
not  at  this  time  detain  the  House  with  explaining. 
And  indeed  the  canstitutiooal  principles  inrotTed 
in  this  question  have  been  so  very  ably  investi- 
gated slread^by  severa^geDilerueD,  that  more  from 
me  on  that  ground  is  not  necessary ;  nor  could  I 
improve  upon  what  they  have  expressed.  Bui  an 
argument  of  another  kind  has  been  frequently  re- 
peated, BOd  much  urged  by  the  gentleman  last  up, 
[Mr.  OERRy,]  viz:  that  the  law  which  organizes 
the  Treasury  Department  has  made  this  mode  of 
oviginatiiiK  business  onr  duty;  that  breaking  this 
law  woold  be  setting  a  dangerous  example  of  dis- 
obedience to  the  citizens,  &c.  The  law  in  qnes- 
tion  doubtless  gives  the  Secretary  a  legal  capacity 
of  originating  money  bills,  ot  plans,  and  makes  it 
his  duty  when  called  upon.  How  far  the  law  is 
right  is  another  question.  Bat  does  the  law  make 
il  oOr  doty  to  refer  this  subject  to  him?  I  trust 
not.  Had  the  last  House  of  RepresentaiiveB  a 
right  to  oririnate  revenue  systems  before  this 
timBsferringla'W  was  enacted  7  Surely  not.  Had 
the  House  of  Representatives  power  to  alienate 
oi  abridge-  our  ri^te?  This  is  the  strange  doc> 
trine  thM  is  avowed,  but  it  is  equatfy  extravagant 
and  mistaken.  This  House  has  equal  powers 
with  that  which  the  first  House  at  any  lime  pos- 
sessedj  and  the  next  House  will  have  as  much  as 
this.  I  have  as  much  power  as  any  other  mem- 
ber ever  had,  and  the  exercise  of  that  power  is 
only  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Constitution  aqd 
the  Rules  of  Order.  Will  the  gentlemen  say  that 
I  have  not  a  right  just  now,  or  at  any  time,  to 

Siropose  a  plan  for  the  very  object  in  question,  or 
W  any  other  revenue  purpose?  Yes,  sir,  I  have; 
and  if  I  have,  every  other  member  on  this  floor 
has ;  and  if  the  members  individually  have  the 
right  of  proposing  an  original  plan,  surely  the 
Hoose  in  its  collective  capacity  has.  It  is  the 
members  of  this  House  who  are  sworn  to  the  dis- 
charge of  this  duty,  and  ihey  only  are  responsible 
to  their  constituents.  But  we  are  told  that  refer- 
ring to  the  Secretary  renders  him  responsible. 
Some  have  said  that  it  even  involves  the  respon- 
sibitity  of  the  President.  I  have  sometimes 
thmight  that  the  idea  of  responsibihty  was  the 
political  idol  of  the  times ;  however,  responsibility 
properly  placed  is  one  of  the  greatest  securities  in 
Qorerament.  In  the  Executive  Department  much 
of  the  duty  as  well  as  responsibility  of  ofSce  may 
be  tranferred  or  divided;  but  in  the  Legislatore, 
where  there  can  be  no  transfer  of  duty  or  trust, 
there  can  be  no  transfer  of  re^nsibility.  How 
can  a  Secretary  be  responsible  for  originating 
either  the  substance  or  form  of  laws?  To  whom 
is  he  Bccoimtable  for  the  discharge  of  this  trust? 
Not  to  the  PaBSinEHT,  fby  whom  he  is  appointed, 
and  on  whom  only  he  is  dependent  for  his  con- 
tmoance  in  office :)  no,  for  this  is  not  an  Execu- 
tive trust.  He  is  not  responsible  to  the  people ; 
he  is  neither  intrusted  nor  chosen  by  them.  He 
is  not  responsible  to  us,  for  he  is  not  our  offi- 
cer. It  is  not  he,  but  us,  will  bear  the  blame, 
while  we  boast  of  the  security  arising  from  re- 
sponsibility; by  improperly  dividing  Legislative 
basiness,  we  lose  the  advantages  thereof. 
id  Cos.— 24 


been  much  dwelt  upon  and  so  ol^en  repeated  re- 
specting the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the 
different  modes  contended  for.  We  are  told  that 
referring  to  the  Secretary  for  revenue  systems 
will  secure  public  credit,  by  giving  stability  and 
system  to  our  revenue,  &c.',  and  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  has  told  us,  that  to  this  method 
of  originating  revenue  laws,  we  are  indebted  for. 
the  advantages  of  out  present  situation;  that  we 
are  indebtedt hereto  for  our  prosperity  and  wealth. 
Certainly,  if  this  is  true,  it  proves  too  much.  It 
proves  that  we  are  not  capaWe  of  discharging  the 
trust  reposed  in  us ;  in  short,  that  the  Republican 
form  of  Gkiveminent  under  which  we  are  is  not 
suitable  for  us ;  if  so,  it  is  better  to  change  openly 
than  in  this  indirect  manner.  But,  Mr.  Spbaeeb, 
I  ask,  if,  with  all  the  increase  df  power  and  means 
posseted  by  the  present  Government,  it  is  sup- 
posable  that  Congress  would  not  have  exercised 
the  powers,  nor  applied  the  revenues  to  proper 
purposes?  Would  they  have  wholly  ovetlooted 
the  contracts  and  debts  of  the  United  States,  if 
the  Secretary  had  not  originated  the  system? 
Surely  this  is  not  a  supposable  case.  I  wish  he 
would  give  a  few  instances  of  what  we  could  do; 
and  if  we  did  wrong,  the  gentlemen  would  be  fur- 
nished with  new  arguments  in  favor  of  their  plan. 

But  the  same  gentleman  has  told  us  that  the 
Secretary,  digesting  the  plan,  has  no  more  inftn- 
ence  on  the  subject  than  oiu  Clerk's  inserting  a 
clause  in  a  bill  would  have ;  that  they  are  equally 
under  our  control.  I  think  this  is  not  very  con- 
sistent with  the  eminent  advantages  he  has  sug- 
gested that  we  have  derived  from  the  Secretary's 
origination  of  revenue  plans.  However,  I  appre- 
hend the  difference  is  very  great.  The  Clerk  is 
wholly  dependent  on  us ;  he  has  nojMtronage,  no 
means  of  influence  annexed  to  his  office,  not  would 
he  be  permitted  to  intrude  his  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  his  plans.  But,  sir,  if  we  are  not  capnWe 
of  giving  the  first  form  to  our  revenue  systems 
without  such  aid,  the  better  way  would  be  to  apply 
for  such  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  as 
would  enable  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
appoint  an  officer  wholly  dependent  on  themselves 
for  that  purpose.  Surely  this  would  be  more 
proper  than  to  employ  an  Executive  officer  over 
whom  we  have  do  omc^  control. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  security  arising  from 
our  own  virtue  and  discernment  being  a  security 
against  undue  influence.  1  have  no  doubt  but  the 
most  venal  public  bodies  would  boast  as  much  as 
we ;  but  our  own  self-confidence  will  never  justify 
us  in  breaking  down  the  constitutional  guards 
which  suppose  a  possibility  of  undue  influence, 
and  provides  against  the  appearance  of  it. 

But  we  have  been  repeatedly  charged  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  with  endeavoring 
10  introduce  the  confusion  of  the  old  Government. 
What  confusion  does  the  gentleman  mean  7  Is  it 
a  confusion  of  powers  ?  I  grant  that,  though  the 
old  Congress  did  not  possess  power  enough,  yet  it 
possessed,  in  a  degree,  everf  kind  of  power.  This 
we  certainly  do  not  aim  at;  for  it  is  an  unauthot- 
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E  of  this  eonfuGion  of  power  which 
we  oppose.  HoweTer,  ihat  Goveramenl  had  no 
efficient  revenue  powers;  and,  by  the  restricted 
majority  necessary  to  do  business  with  them,  and 
the  bad  attendance  of  members,  they  were  per- 
haps necessarily  induced  to  refer  the  originating- 
of  much  of  their  business  to  the  Boards  who  were 
Heads  of  Departments ;  from  this  source  I  believe 
it  was  that  the  practice  was  introduced  by  the 
new  Hou^  of  Representatives,  though  the  cir- 
cumstances and  powers  of  the  two  bodies  were 
essentially  different.  This  method  of  referring  I 
consider  as  a  pari  of  the  confusion  of  the  old  Go- 
vernment, which  1  hope  we  will  no  longer  tole- 
rate. Surely  this  method  of  transferring  so  iriflu- 
ential  a  part  of  our  Legislative  trust  was  not  con- 
tem[dat^  by  the  Gonventiou  which  formed  the 
Constitution,  nor  by  the  State  Conventions  which 
adopted  it.  It  is  not  agreeable  to  the  practice  of 
the  State  Le^slatores,  which  were  the  models  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  Union :  nor  is  it  agreeable 
to  the  obvious  design  of  the  Constitution  itself,  or 
the  impressions  of  the  citizens. 

Mr.  LivERHORE  made  some  ingenious  remarks 
upon  this  subiectjamongst  which,  he  said  that 
itil  was  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  to  permit 
the  Executive  officers  of  Grovernment  to  propose 
plans,  then  the  President  of  the  United  States  nad 
been  guilty  of  this  breach.  He  argued  ironically, 
hut  vras  against  striking  out  the  latter  part  of  the 


Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  Li 
plain  certain  points  wherein  they  had  respectively 
engaged  in  this  debate. 

Mr.  Ames  rose  at  a  late  hour  in  the  debate,  but 
before  he  would  pretend  to  intrude  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House,  (a  motion  for  taking  the 
question  being  then  under  consideration,)  he  re- 
quested to  know  whether  it  was  most  agreeable  to 
put  the  question  1  A  general  desire  to  hear  his 
arguments,  however,  prevailed,  and  he  proceeded 
nearly  in  substance  as  follows : 

It  is  so  fashionable  to  introduce  the  Funding  Sys- 
tem upon  every  occasion,  it  would  perhaps  appear 
strange  to  sav  that  it  is  out  of  order  upon  any. 
To  my  mina.  and  probably  to  most  gentlemen 
present,  it  will  be  difficult  to  perceive  that  the 
question  before  us  beers  any  relation  to  that  sub- 
ject, or  to  the  frontier  bill,  the  escise,  the  perpetual 
taxes,  the  encouragement  of  manufactures,  and 
many  other  topics,  which,  somehow  or  other,  have 
been  interwoven  with  the  debate.  At  this  late 
hour  of  the  day,  and  in  so  wearisome  a  stage  of 
the  question,  1  may  be  permitted  to  decline  any 
further  notice  of  these  auxiliary  subjects. 

The  great  end  we  have  in  view  is  the  paying 
off  the  Public  Debt.  This  object,  truly  important 
in  itself,  unites  the  best  sense  and  strongest  wishes 
of  the  country.  It  is  our  duty  to  provide  means 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  end.  All  agree 
that  a  plan  is  necessary.  It  must  be  framed  with 
wisdom  and  digested  with  care,  so  as  to  operate 
with  the  greatest  effect,  till  the  whole  debt  shall 
be  extinguished.  The  true  question  is.  Which  is 
the  best  mode  of  framing  this  system^  Several 
modes  have  been  preferred  by  different  persons. 


Some  advocate  the  appointment  of  a  saleet  com- 
'ttee  of  this  House ;  others  insist  that  the  House 
Committee  of  the  Whole  is  the  only  propei 
mode ;  while  others,  w^ho  defend  the  ori^nal  mo- 
tion, desire  to  have  a  plan  prepared  and  submitted 
by  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  may  obviate 
the  force  of  many  of  the  arguments  we  hare 
heard  to  remark,  that  it  is  not  asserted  that  eithet 
of  the  several  modes  is  intrinsically  incapable  of 
effecting  the  purpose.  It  would  be  improper  to 
sav  that  a  select  committee  could  not  be  formed 
wno  would  be  able  to  collect  the  materials  for  an 
exact  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  who,  after 
acquiring  that  snowled^,  would  be  able  to  form 
a  souitd  judgment.  Neither  would  it  be  just  aor 
respectful  to  deny,  in  the  abstract,  the  capability 
of  the  House  in  Committee  to  digest  such  a  plan- 
But  the  question  still  returns,  Which  of  the  tnree 
methods  is  the  best  to  begin  with'?  Neither  this 
House  nor  a  select  committee  are  pretended  to  be 
already  possessed  of  the  knowledge  which  is  re- 
quisite to  the  framing  a  system  for  a  Sinking  Fnnd. 
The  very  materials  from  which  this  knowledge 
is  to  be  gleaned  are  not  in  the  possession  of  this 
House — they  are  in  the  Treasury  Department. 
Neither  the  curiosity  nor  the  Legislative  duty  of 
members  lead  them  to  resort  daily  to  the  Trea- 
sury to  investigate  official  details ;  and  even  if  it 
were  so,  the  officer  at  the  Head  of  the  Department, 
having  his  mind  incessantly  occupied  with  his 
official  business,  must  be  aamitted  to  possess  a 
more  familiar  and  ready,  if  not  a  more  ample, 
knowledge  'of  the  subject.  Indeed,  the  situation 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  so  evidently 
favorable  to  his  digesting  the  plan  of  a  Sinking 
Fund,  that  it  seems  unnecessary  to  urge  it  even  to 
those  who  are  opposed  to  the  reference-  For 
their  abjections  imply  the  preference  of  the  mode, 
in  point  of  expediency,  as  strongly  as  those  who 
explicitly  recommend  it  They  say  the  plan  of 
the  Secretary  will  come  forward  with  too  much 
advantage.  Members,  say  thej;,  not  having  the 
aid  of  these  means  of  information  which  the  Se- 
cretary possesses,  will  not  be  able  to  resist  the  train 
of  reastming  with  which  he  will  introduce  his 
plan.  It  is  even  expressly  admitted  that  the  in- 
formation of  the  Treasury  Department  is  neces- 
sary, and  must  be  called  for ;  but  they  would  not 
receive  it  with  the  reasoning  of  the  Secretary. 
Without  wasting  time  to  prove  this  point,  com- 
mon sense  will  decide  instantly  that  the  know- 
ledge of  our  financial  afiairs,  and  of  the  means  of 
improving  them,  is  to  be  obtained  the  most  accu- 
rately from  the  officer  whose  duty  it  is  made,  by  our 
own  law,  to  understand  them ;  who  is  appomted 
nd  commissioned  for  that  very  purpose ;  and  to 


well  as  of  the  operation  of  the  taws.  The  argu- 
ments on  both  sides  end  in  the  same  point,  that 
the  information  of  the  Secretary  would  be  useful. 
Our  object  being  to  prefer  that  mode  of  preparing 
a  plan  which  is  adapted  to  present  us  the  best, 
the  argument  might  end  here,  if  it  were  not  that 
the  Constitution  is  alleged  to  forbid  our  resorting 
to  the  Secretary.    I  reverence  the  Constitution, 
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and  I  readily  admit  that  the  frequent  appeal  to 
that  as  a  staadard  proceeds  from  a  respectful  ai- 
tachmeot  to  iL  So  far  it  is  a  source  of  agreeable 
reQection.  But  I  feel  very  different  emotions 
'wfaen  I  find  it  almost  daily  resorted  to  on  ques- 
tioas  of  little  importance,  when,  by  strained  and 
fanciful  constructions,  it  is  made  an  instrument  of 
casuistry.  It  is  to  be  feared  it  may  lose  somethiDg 
in  our  minds  in  point  of  certainty,  and  more  in 
point  of  dignity. 

And  what  is  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  op- 
posed to  the  receiving  a  plan  of  a  Sinking  Fund 
from  the  Secretary?  Bills  for  nising  revenue 
shall  orisiaate  in  this  House.  I  verily  believe 
the  members  of  this  House,  and  the  citizens  at 
targe,  would  be  very  much  surprised  to  hear  this 
clause  of  the  Constitution  formally  aud  gravely 
stated  as  repugnant  to  the  reference  to  the  Trea- 
sury Department  for  a  plan,  if  they  and  we  had 
not  been  long  used  to  hear  it. 

To  determine  the  force  of  this  amazing  consti- 
tutional objection,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  define 
terms.     What  is  a  bill  7    It  is  a  term  of  technical 
import,  and  surely  it  cannot  need  a  definition ;  it 
is  an  act  in  an  inchoate  state,  having  the  form  but 
not  the  authority  of  a  law.    What  is  originating 
abtU?     Our  Rules  decide  it.    Every  biU  shall  be 
introduced  by  a  motion  for  leave,  or  by  a  corn- 
It  may  be  said  the  plan  of  a  Sinking  Fund,  re- 
ported by  the  Secretary,  is  not  in  technical,  or 
even  in  popular  language,  a  bill — not  by  the  Rules 
of  the  HoLiie  or  those  of  common  sense  is  this 
motion  the  originating  a  bill.    By  resorting  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  or  by  adopting  any  rea- 
sonable construction  of  the  clause,  is  it  possible  to 
make  it  appear  repugnant  to  the  proposition  for 
referring  to  the  Secretary  ?    The  opposers  of  this 
proriogition  surely  will  not  adopt  a  construction 
of  me  Constitution.    They  have  often  told  us  we 
are  to  be  guided  by  a  stnct  adherence  to  (he  let- 
ter ;  that  there  is  no  end  to  the  danger  of  con- 
structions.   The  letter  is  not  repugnant ;  and  will 
it  be  seriously  affirmed  that,  according  to  the  smrit 
and  natural  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  will  be  a  revenue  bill,  or 
any  other  bill  and  that  this  proposition  is  origin- 
ating such  a  bill  7    If  it  be,  where  shall  we  stop? 
If  the  idea  of  a  measure  which  first  passes  through 
the  mind  be  confounded  with  the  measure  subse- 
quent to  it,  what  confusion  will   ensue!      The 
President,  by  suggesting  the  proposition,  may  as 
well  be  pretended  to  originate  a  rerenne  bill; 
even  a  newspaper  plan  would  be  a  breach  of  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  this  House ;  and  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  $o  justly  dear  to  us,  would  be  found 
unconstitutional.    Yet,  if,  without  any  order  of 
the  House,  the  drafl  of  an  act  were  printed,  and 
a  copy  laid  before  every  member  in  nis  seat,  no 
person  will  venture  to  say  that  it  is  a  hill,  that  it 
IS  originated,  or  can  be  brought  under  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  House,  unless  oy  a  motion  in  con- 
formity to  the  Rules  and  Orders.    The  Report  of 
the  Secretary  in  regard  to  manufactures,  so  often 
adverted  to,  has  not  yet  been  acted  upon;  doe? 


yet  been  perverted  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
assert  any  such  thing;  and  yet  the  constitutional 

objection  implies  opinions  no  less.  I  rely  upon 
it,  that  neither  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  nor 
any  meaning  that  it  can  be  tortured  into,  will 
support  the  objection  which  has  been  so  often 
urged  with  solemn  emphasis  and  persevering 
zeal. 

If  the  Constitution  be  admitted,  therefore,  to 
authorize  the  reference  to  the  Secretary,  why 
should  not  the  mode  which  is  proved  to  be  the 
St  expedient  be  immediately  adopted?  Here 
ni;  meet  another  objection.  It  is  said,  that  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  branches  of  Govern- 
ment are  to  be  kept  distinct,  and  this  reference  will 
produce  an  improper  blending  of  them.  Itisatruth 
that  theseDepartmentsarelobekeptdistinct;  but 
the  conclusion  drawn  from  it  is  altogether  vague. 
The  esecutionof  every  trust  requires  some  delibe- 
ion,  and  many  of  them  call  into  action  the  high- 
powers  of  the  human  mind,  and  the  most  in- 
tense and  persevering  appljcation  of  ihem ;  yet 
these  trusts  are  to  be  Executively  performed,  and 
no  means  follows,  that  the  officer  charged 
them  invades  the  deliberative  functions  of 
Congress.  On  the  other  hand,  many  laws  are  the 
resuit  of  plain  principles  or  parts  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  Congress,  by  enacting  them,  only  executes 
the  Constitution.  Yet,  here  is  no  encroachment 
upon  the  Executive  branch.  The  truth  is,  the 
Constitution  has  allotted  powers  to  the  several 
branches  of  the  Government,  and  by  that  rule  W« 
jugde  of  their  several  limits.  ThePBEeiDGHT 
ises  measures  to  the  Legislature,  in  conformi- 
the  Constitution ;  yet  no  one  ever  supposed 
tftat  his  doing  so  isadeparturefroma  just  theory; 
not  has  it,  as  far  as  I  know,  been  ever  insinuated 
till  of  late,  in  this  or  any  other  country,  that  the 
calling  for  mformation  from  officers,  any  more  than 
the  culins  for  testimony  from  witnesses,  amoimts 
to  a  transfer  of  our  Legislative  duty.  It  is  very 
easy  to  conceive  how  much  increased  information 
may  aid  us  in  delibeialing,  but  it  isbard  todiscem 
how  we  are  to  profit  by  the  want  of  it.  It  is  true 
it  is  OUT  peculiar  province  to  deliberate  but  neither 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  nor  the  law  esta- 
blishing the  Treasury  Department,  nor  the  reason 
of  the  case,  have  restrained  us  from  calling  for  offi- 
cial information.  It  is  not  true  in  fact,  that  the 
deliberative  and  Executive  Departments  are  blend- 
ed by  referring  to  the  Secretary.  Any  abjections 
deduced  from  an  over-refining  theory,  and  not 
warranted  by  the  Constitution,  might  need  an 
answer  if  we  were  now  framing  a  Government, 
but  can  have  no  force  in  the  administration  of  one. 
Indeed,  it  is  a  very  scholastic,  and  very  imposing 
mistake,  to  abandon  (he  letter  and  meaning  of  the 
plan  of  Government  we  act  under  and  to  under- 
lalte  to  reason  independently,  as  it  we  were  now 
setiLing  the  institute:^  of  a  political  treatise. 

The  expediency  of  this  question  of  referring  (o 
the  Secretary,  which  is  brought  into  dispute,  in- 
volves many  others  which  wfll  admit  of  none.  In 
framine  the  plan  of  a  Sinking  Fund  is  the  officer 

,    ...    .__.  ^.. , at  theheadof  our  finances  to  have  any  agencyl  If 

that  appear  on  our  Journals  as  a  bill  ?    Language  |  it  be  said  he  is  not,  then,  it  may  be  demanded,  why 
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is  an  idle  officer  and  an  useless  office  kept  up?  The 
sense  of  mankind  as  well  as  the  practice  of  nations, 
seems  to  show  that  where  there  are  finances  there 
should  be  a  financier ;  that  he  should  possess  at 
least  common  talents^  and  more  than  comm 
dustr^  in  (he  application  of  them  to  his  dut^ 
This  is  not  a  point  to  be  proved  now  for  tf 
time.     The  law  of  the  old  Congress  and  their 

Sractice  were  conformable  to  ibis  motion.  We 
ear  often  of  the  people  being  opposed  to  these 
references.  So  far  as  I  have  been  informed  the 
opposition  is  a  novelty.  The  law  establishing^  the 
Treasury  Department,  passed  by  a  great  majori- 
ty, eipresjily  makes  it  tie  duly  of  the  Secretary 
to  prepare  and  report  plans  of  finance.  Scarce 
awnisperofobjection  was  thenheard  in  the  House, 
and  not  one,  I  believe,  in  the  country.    Our  own 

Caclice  of  referring  has  passed  unresisted  till  of 
le.  Gentlemen  now  opposed  to  this  reference, 
in  one  instance,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  referred  to 
the  Attorney  General  to  revise  a  plan  of  the  Judi- 
cial Department,  and  on  another  to  require  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  report  on  the  means  for  im- 
proving our  trade  and  navigation.  These  objects 
partake  as  much  of  legislation,  and  are  as  incom- 
municable as  the  subject  of  discussion.  The  former 
votes  and  arguments  of  gentlemen  opposed  to  the 
present  reference,  afford  some  proof  of  its  fitness 
as  well  as  constitutionality. 

The  intrinsic  reasonableness  of  this  practice  is 
not  less  than  its  authority  from  law  and  precedent, 
and  what  is  more,  the  precedent  of  its  opposers. 

Private  affairs  prosper  by  skill,  economy,  and 
indusiry.in  the  management  of  them.  Thefinances 
of  a  nation,  though  infinitely  more  important,  re- 
quire nothing  more  than  economy  upon  a  great 
scale.  Let  the  moneyed  affairs  of  a  country  be  made 
everybody's  business,  and  nobody  will  do  It.  Would 
you  have  tbera  prosper,  lei  them  be  confided  to  one 
man,  who,  however,  shall  be  under  the  strict  con- 
trol of  the  law,  and  rigidly  responsible  for  his  do- 
ings. That  man,  if  he  loves  an  honest  reputation 
as  much  as  a  man  of  common  sense  and  feeling 
may  be  expected  to  do,  will  make  the  public  busi- 
ness his  own;  he  will  put  his  character  at  risk: 
his  time  and  all  his  talents  will  be  devoted  to  the 
public.  Such  will  be  his  dispositions;  now  what 
will  be  his  opportunities  to  render  service?  He 
will  have,  at  one  view  before  him,  the  whole  ar- 
rangements of  finance ;  the  imports  and  exports, 
the  receipts  and  expenditures,  the  operation  of  the 
law,  the  means  of  improving  it;  the  frauds  com- 
mitted or  attempted  on  the  revenue,  and  the  checks 
to  guard  it:  the  well  founded  objections  against 
the  law  and  the  prejudices  which  time  or  concilia- 
tory conduct  may  efiace,  the  appropriations  of  the 
revenue — the  placea  where  and  terms  on  which 
loans  may  be  obtained,  as  well  as  the  state  of  fo- 
reign Iraae ;  the  regulations  of  foreign  nations,  and 
perhaps  it  may  be  added,  in  subordination  to  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  the  slate  of  treaties  and  nego- 
tiations. It  will  be  seen  that  the  ordinary  discbarge 
of  his  duty,  as  well  as  that  which  wilt  oblige  him 
sometimes  to  conflict  against  prejudices,  and  some- 
times against  fraud,  will  render  the  details  of 
finance  familiar  to  blm,  and  will  almost  force  him 


to  adopt  plans  for  reducing  this  great  masB  into 
system  and  order, 
Is  it  to  be  denied  that  in  consequence  he  will 

Bissess  some  means  of  information  which  this 
ouse  or  a  committee  must  acquire  only  by  slow 
and  laborious  investigation?  In  pursumg  it  Ibe 
time  might  fail,  and  the  materials  get  cosfitsed. 
Yet,  allowing  it  effected,  they  have  gained  no  ia<we 
than  it  is  his  duly  to  furnish  on  the  order  of  thii 
House,  and  this  is  what  we  are  contending  for.  If 
we  call  for  it  and  he  is  not  able  to  give  it,  we  sliall 
thus  expose  his  incapacity  or  negligence.  The 
public  opinion,  thus  enlightened,  wUl  soon  displace 
the  officer,  and  a  fitter  man  vrill  succeed  him.  In 
this  way,  the  people  will  exercise  an  effective  con- 
trol over  their  servants. 

Be  the  information  given  by  the  officer  what  it 
may,  the  sources  from  which  his  inferences  are 
drawn,  his  facts  and  reasonings,  are  publicly  ex- 
posed. They  are  equally  in  possession  of  every 
member,  who  is  thus  placed  on  an  equal,  and  on 
the  best  footing  to  attack  or  defend  the  repoit. 
As  much  caimot  be  said  of  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  or  a  Committee  of  Ine  Whole.  It 
has  been  intimated,  that  in  framing  a  report,  the 
Secretary  would  be  liable  to  misinformation,  to 
some  local  or  other  attachments.  This  is  possible, 
for  he  is  a  man ;  but  will  the  Committee  be  free 
from  it?  The  Secretary  is  answerable  for  bis 
conduct  to  the  nation,  and  certainly  be  is  not  more 
subject  to  local  partialities  than  members  are  to 
their  respective  districts.  The  advantage  of  im- 
partiality in  the  first  concoction  of  a  report  seems 
to  be  evidently  in  favor  of  a  reference. 

It  has  been  said,  on  (he  other  side,  information 
maybe  wanted,  it  is  true,  from  the  Secretary;  but 
let  the  House  first  m^e  progress  in  the  business, 
and  then  receive  it  by  a  committee  advising  with 
the  Secietaiy.  If  this  may  be  done,  what  becomes 
of  the  constitutional  difficulties  and  all  we  have 
heard  of  the  transfer  of  our  d el iberative  power? 

But,  if  we  are  to  have  the  official  information, 
why  should  we  set  out  without  it  ?  why  should  it 
not  be  given  openly,  so  as  to  put  all, the  membera 
on  an  e<^uality,  and  before  prepossessions  are 
formed  with  regard  to  plans,.wlucn  might  make  a 
late  report  from  the  Treasury  appear  to  come  in 
aid  of  one  party  or  another?  Would  (he  style  of 
declamation  be  less  vehement  against  the  secret 
mimicalions  of  a  Secretary  with  the  Commit- 
than  again--t  a  report  made  in  the  face  of  day, 
and  subject  to  the  criticism  not  only  of  this  House, 
but  of  an  enlightened  nation  ? 

is  not  my  present  design  to  ask  for  what  pur- 
pose of  argument  or  of  candor  it  is  so  often  insinu- 
ated, that  the  question  really  is,  whether  this 
House  shall  legislate,  or  whether  it  shall  transfer 
the  power  of  making  laws  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ? 

With  all  this  official  information  previously  be- 
fore us,  are  we  less  qualified  or  worse  disposed  to  de- 
liberate ?  It  would  be  extravagant  to  affirm  that,  in 
proportion  as  our  means  of  information  are  made 
implete,  we  are  worse  situated  to  legislate ;  a:d, 

to  the  spirit  of  inquiry,  I  do  not  remember  that 
the  reports  of  the  Secretary  have  blunted  it.  From 
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tke  nuroner  in  wfaich  they  hare  been  discusted 
heT«t(ifor«,  tkoae  gentlemea  will  coafide  in  the 
assurance  I  renture  to  give  them,  that  the?  will 
be  thoTOQi^y  aided.  Tnej  have  not  always 
pasaed  unallered,  and  nerer  without  passing 
through  die  fire  of  a  debate. 

We  may  lepeat  it  iherefote,  iriiat  coloi  is  there 
for  saying  that  Uie  Secretary  legislates  T  Neither 
my  memory  nor  my  understanding  can  discern  any. 
I  am  well  aware  that  no  topic  is  better  calculated 
to  Toake  popnlnr  impressions ;  but  I  cannot  per- 
suade myself  that  the  people  will  charge  ns  with 
neglect  or  violation  of  duty,  for  [mlting  ourseWes 
into  a  sitoation  to  di»cfaa^  it  in  the  beat  and 
most  cin^nmspect  manner. 

There  is  another  gronnd  of  objection,  which  is 
mfKd  against  the  reference.  It  is  said,  it  gives 
vn^ae  influence  to  the  Treasury.  The  reason- 
ings of  the  Secretary,  iriiich  accompany  bis  re- 
ports, are  alleg»l  to  excite  an  influence  which 
«aanot  be  resisted.  There  are  two  sorts  of  influ- 
-enee  r  one,  which  arises  from  wei^hi  of  reason 
and  tbe  intrinsic  merit  of  a  proposition;  the  other, 
pmson^  influence.  As  to  the  former,  it  is  hard 
to  conceive  of  the  influence  of  reasoning  which 
esnnot  beanalyzedand  made  capable  of  exact  es- 
timation by  the  reasoninx  faculties  of  those  to 
whom  it  is  submitted;  and  that  estitnation,  be  it 
-wiiat  it  may,  ought  to  obtain.  No  one  can  wish 
to  oee  it  underratod. 

But  we  are  told  by  the  oppOsers  of  a  reference, 
that  it  is  incredible  that  one  man,  be  his  official 
les  what  they  may,  should  possess  more 
Q  than  the  members  of  this  House,  col- 


oppori 


leeted  from  every  district  of  the  coantry.    ThenI 
answer,  with  inferior  information,  it  would  be  im- 
possible his  reasoning  should  overpower  and  con- 
found the  superior  information  of  the  House. 
The  members  will  be  in  the  less  dan^r  from  this 
officer,  if,  as  we  are  told,  he  is  misinformed  by 
correHpondents,  and  has  repeatedly -discovered  on 
subjects  of  revenue  and  finance,  a  princely  igno- 
rance.   This,  we  are  t<rfd,  however,  by  gentlem 
^cho  urge  the  danger  of  losing  our  independer 
and  our  faculties  of  discernment,  as  soon  as  ■ 
suffer  a  report,  with  Us  reasonings,  to  be  made 
the  House. 

If  it  be  personal  influence,  independently   of 
reason  and  evidence,  which  is  apprehended  by 

rtlemen  opposed  to  the  reference,  for  whom 
they  apprehend  it!  For  themselves,  or  for 
ns  who  advocate  the  motion  1  Surely,  if  they  do 
not  feel,  we  do  not  fear  it;  we  know  now  to  re- 
spect their  independence  of  spirit ;  they  would 
disdain  an  imputation  of  the  sort ;  their  candor 
will  permit  us  to  say,  if  it  be  a  neighborly  concern 
they  feel  for  us,  there  is  no  occasion  for  it. 

On  the  whole,  if  we  regard  the  Constitution, 
we  find  not  the  least  color  for  bringing  it  into 

Suestion  on  this  debate.  The  law  and  usage  of 
lie  old  Gonetess  corresponded  vrith  this  motion. 
Our  own  Treasury  law  expressly  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  to  prepare  and  report  plans ; 
and  shall  the  practice  or  one  branch  run  counter 
to  that  which  ts  made  the  course  of  bis  duty  by 
the  law  of  the  land  7    It  would  be  an  uncommon 


and  very  iirwilar  mode  of  repealing  a  law.  The 
advantages  of  this  practice  of  referrmg,  are  mani- 
fest and  great ;  more  information  is  obtained,  and 
more  order,  iotelligeaeej  and  system,  are  we- 

served  in  the  administration  of  the  finances.  The 
old  Congress  and  the  several  States  have  exhilHt«d 
ei^nsive  and  dejdorable  proofs  of  the  evils  inci- 
dent to  want  of  order,  as  well  as  to  the  number  of 
systems  of  finance  and  financiers-  With  this  mass 
ot' evidence  before  our  eyes,  it  cannot  be  believed 
that  we  shall  take  any  step  which  will  tend  to  in- 
troduce disorderand  inefficiency  into  our  finaneet. 

Mr.  Madison  closed  the  debate  with  a  few  pow- 
erf\il  observations.  He  insisted  that  a  raferenee 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  subjects  of 
loans,  taxes,  and  provision  for  toans^  itc.,  was,  in 
fact,  a  dekgalion  of  the  authority  of  the  Liegiila- 
ture,  although  it  would  admit  of  much  sophistical 
argument  to  the  contrary.  The  arguments  which 
he  had  heard,  he  said,  were  not  satisfactory  to  his 
mind ;  and  he  peremptorily  denied  that  the  plans 
of  that  officer  came  into  ine  House  in  either  an 
equitable  or  unbiassed  manner.  A  plan  from  the 
Senate  might  fairly  be  styled  a  constitutional 
one,  because  it  came  unsupnorted  by  any  labored 
train  of  argument,  and  left  the  House  at  liberty  to 
exercise  its  judgment  pro  and  con.,  whilst  those 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were  accompa- 
nied by  a  force  of  reasoning  not  on  both  side^  but 
on  one  only.  This,  he  insisted,  was  in  oj^Kaition 
to  Mr.  Ameb's  doctrine  ;  and,  after  mokitig  a  few 
other  remarks,  concluded  by  declaring  that  it  was 
evident  the  Secretary's  plans  were  not  introduced 
in  such  manner  as  to  leave  the  House  the  freedom 
of  exercising  their  own  understandings  in  a  proper 
constitutional  manner. 

When  Mr.  Madison  aat  down,  the  question  was 
taken  on  striking  out  the  latter  part  of  the  motion, 
to  wit :  for  referring  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  report  a  plan,  &c.,  and  it  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative—yeas 85,  nays  32,  as  follows: 

YBAS^-^ohn  Bkptivt  Aihe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  William  Pindlej,  WUiiun  B.  GUes,  Chris- 
topher Cireeaup,  Saniuel  Griffin,  William  Baity  Oiove, 
Daniel  Heiitei,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  MadiMia,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore, 
Nathaniel  Nilea,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Joeiah 
Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Sehoonmakcr,  Thorou  Sumpter, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham 
Tenable,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Ntii.— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
aon,  Blias  Boudinot,  Shparjaabnb  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  IHylon,  Thomas  Fitimmona,  El- 
biidge  Gen?,  Nieholaa  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Jamea  Grordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhonse,  Da- 
niel Hnger,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  KilcheU,  John  Wifliea 
Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Osorge 
Leonard,  Samuel  Llvirmore,  Frederick  Auffuata*  Huh- 
lenbeis,  WiUlwn  Vans  Murray,  Tbeodon  Sed^dl, 
Peter  Sylveater,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Jonathan  SturBcs,  George  Thatcher,  and  Arte- 
mas  Ward. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  third  resolution,  as  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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Thcrsoav,  November  22. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  John  Milledqe,  re- 
turned to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of 
Georgia  in  the  rown  of  Anthony  Wayne,  whose 
seat  was  declared  vacant,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  and  took  his  seat  m  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  fourth 
resolution  repotted  oq  Tuesday  last  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the 
Pbebident  op  the  United  States  ;  and  the  same 
being  again  read,  was,  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

"  Raolixd,  That  the  Secretaj^  of  the  Treuuiy  be 


and  Mr.  Lej 


8tat«a,  pnrmiant  to  the  clevonlh  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled '  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Subsciibera  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bilk  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  first  resolution  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  and  agreed  to  yester- 
terday,  and  that  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Macon,  and 
Mr.  HEieTEB,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered.  Thai  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  tne  second  resolution  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  agreed  to 
yesterday,  and  that  Mr.  Sedgwick  Mr.  Dayton, 

'  "  """"SD,  do  prepare  and  bring  ia  the 


A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pi 
OP  TBB  UNITED  States,  with  an  abstract  of  a  sup- 

Elementary  arrangement  which  has  been  made  by 
im,  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1791,  and  the  8th  day  of  May,  1792,  for  raising  a 
revenue  upon  foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
in  respect  to  the  subdivisions  and  officers  which 
have  appeared  to  him  necessary,  and  to  the  allow- 
ances for  their  respective  services  to  the  Super- 
visors, Inspectorsj  and  other  officers  of  inspection, 
together  with  estimates  of  the  amount  of  compen- 
sations and  charges. 

The  said  Message,  and  papers  therein  referred 
to,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  containing  estimates  of  Che  sums 
necessary  to  he  appropriated  for  the  service  of  ihe 
year  1793,  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Hen- 
dersoDj  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  Report  under  consideration,  and  madi 
some  progress  therein. 

Ordered  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  aischarged  from  the  further  proceeding 
on  the  said  Report,  and  that  it  be  comioitted  to 
Mr.AMEB,Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  and  Mr.CLAnK, 
with  instruction  to  examine  Ihe  same,  and  report 
their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  reimburse  cer- 
tain extra  expenses  of  the  late  Commissioners  for 


enlightened  na 
man  practice, 
been  mserted 
before  this 
tion  of  the 


- .  ^ting  of  Peace  with  the  Cre^  Indiana,  and 
tW  Mr.  Aheb,  Mr.  TocEEB,  and  Mr.  Jgrbmiak 
Smith,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  Reports  on  sundry  petitions;  which  were 
verally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

HEGISTBRING  OF  VESSELS. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  re- 
gistering and  recording  of  ships  or  vessels: 
Mr.  Paoe  opposed  the  clause  which  referred  to 
ships  or  vessels  captured  in  war."    He  moved 
that  it  should  be  struck  out,  as  countenancing  a 
sa^^e  practice,  now  exploded  and  laid  aside  bv 
civilized  nations  i  that  It  would  be  time  enou^ 
when  the  United  States  shall  be  so  unfortunate  ai 
ohed  in  a  war,  to  make  proi-ision  for  the 
T  alluded  to;  that  no  InconYeoience  could 
m  adopting  the  motion ;  that  indeed  it 
highly  became  the  Legislature  of  the  United 
States  to  adopt  it,  as  they  would  thereby  show 
their  approbation  of  the  liberal  and  benevolent 
adopted  by  the  greatest  and  most 
ons  of  Europe,  abolishing  the  inhn- 
That  he  supposed  the  clause  had 
a  the  hill,  because  it  was  drawn 
ice  of  the  benevolent  disposi- 
of  Europe  were  generally 
known.  He  hoped  therefore  that  his  motion  would 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tdcker  seconded  the  motion,  and  support- 
edit  by  arguments  similar  to  Mr.  Page's  j  remark- 
ing, that  uie  French  nation,  though  now  engaged 
in  an  extensive  war,  did  not  permit  the  capture  <^ 
merchant  vessels;  prohibiting  that  practice  as  in- 
human and  unbecoming  a  civilized  nation. 

Mr.  GooDHDE,  in  reply,  said,  that  the  motion 
seemed  to  look  to  a  stale  of  perpetual  peace,  but 
for  his  part,  as  hedidnot  ihink  themillenium  was 
begun,  ne  should  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Paoe  replied,  that  he  did  not  expect  the 
millenium  in  his  day  any  more  than  the  gentle- 
man did  who  had  endeavored  to  ridicule  us  mo- 
tion. That  he  was  not  a  Lttle  surprised  to  find 
that  a  motion  which  had  a  tendency  so  benevolent, 
and  was  in  itself  so  rational,  expressed  too  with 
modesty  and  deference  to  the  framers  of  the  bill, 
should  meet  with  such  a  reception.  He  then 
repeated  the  substance  of  what  be  had  before  said, 
as  he  supposed  he  had  not  been  heard,  and  insisted 
on  it  that  Ihe  clause  he  moved  to  te  struck  out 
was  not  not  only  unnecessary  in  the  bill,  but  was 
an  improper  adoption  of  apraccice  now  condemn- 
ed as  savage  by  the  enlightened  nations  of  the 

Mr.  SEnowicK  remarked  in  opposition  to  the 
motion,  that  the  clause  ought  not  to  be  struck  out, 
because  it  was  not  confined  to  merchant  vessels 
which  misht  be  captured,  but  extended  to  shipsof 
war,  which,  if  taken  by  the  United  Stales  in  any 
future  war,  oueht  certainly  to  come  within  tlw 
view  and  benefit  of  the  act. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  carried  in  the' 
negative  without  a  division. 


.....Google 
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When  the  bill  was  reported,  Mr.  Paoe  reoeved 
his  motion  for  striking  out  the  clause,  &c.,  repeat- 
ing nearly  his  former  argniments,  adding  that  as 
to  the  oWetion  made  to  his  motion  od  account  of 
its  interferingwithlhe  case  of  ships  of  war  which 
may  be  captared.    He  said  he  felt  for  the  United 
States  vrhea  such  a  ease  was  meaiioned ;  he  felt 
himself  depressed  and  dispirited  at  the  idea  of  his 
conntry  being  so  perplexed  by  the  expenses  of  a 
trifling  war  with  the  Indians,  and  yet  looking 
forward  to  the  capture  of  ships  of  war.  That  surely 
if  that  be  the  object  of  the  clause,  as  it  looks  to  a 
case  which  cannot  happen  till  a  future  distant  day, 
it  will  be  time  enough  for  some  future  Legislf 
to  consider  it ;  that  tor  his  part,  he  hoped  nev 
see  the  United  States  possessed  of  a  navy ;  i 
erencs,  till  they  had  one,  it  would  be  unnece 
to  make  regnlations  respecting  their  prizes. 
assured  the  Honsej  he  would  not  have  renewed 
his  motion,  if  he  did  not  think  it  his  duty  to  pci- 
sist  in  his  aciempl  to  show  the  propriety  of  uniting 
in  sentiments  and  endeavors  witn  the  great  en- 
lightened nations  of  the  world,  to  put  a  stop  to  a 
savage  practice  which  had  been  too  often  a  great 
indttcement  to  enter  into  wars.    He  wished  '~ 
lake  away  every  possible  temptation  to  enter  ii 
a  war,  and  whenever  his  country  should  be  so  i 
happy  as  to  be  involved  in  one,  ne  wished,  by  the 
amendment  proposed,  to  lessen  the  number  of  un' 
avoidable  evils  attending  wars, 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

Pbidat,  November  S3. 
Mr.  Ames,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  reimburse  certain  extra  expenses 
of  the  late  Commissioners  for  treating  of  Peace 
with  the  Creek  Indians;  which  ym>  received,  and 
read  the  first  time. 

FOREIGN  COINa 

The  House  re»olved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 

entitled  "  An  act  regulating  Foreign  Coin3,and  for 

other  purposes." 

Mr.  Page  said,  he  wished  to  be  informed 
whether  there  really  was  the  difference  between 
the  French  and  British  coins  stated  in  the  bill;  if 
go,  how  that  difference  has  been  ascertained.  That 
a  few  veers  since  he  had  examined  hydiostaticaily 
dke  different  ^oid  coins  named  in  the  bill,  and  a 
variety  of  coins  of  the  German  Empire;  and  that 
although  he  readily  discovered  that  the  specific 
gravity  of  the  latter  was  so  little  as  to  justify  the 
low  value  at  which  they  were  generally  rated, 
he  remembered  well,  that  there  was  by  no  means 
such  difference  between  the  specific  gravity  of 
the  former  as  could  justify  tne  discrimination 
made  in  the  bill.  He  added,  that  be  doubted 
whether,  if  there  really  should  appear  to  be  that 
difference  between  the  coins,  it  would  be  proper  to 
introduce  the  distinction  by  a  law  of  the  General 
Government,  as  it  might  be  attended  with  some 
inconveniencies,  and  might  be  construed  into  a 
partiality  to  British  commerce.  He  therefore,  to 
i»ke  the  sense  of  the  Committee,  moved  to  amend 


the  clause,  so  as  that  the  gold  coins  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  should  be 
payable  at  the  same  rates, 

Mr.  TocKER  seconded  Mr.  Paoe,  and  supported 
his  motion  with  similar  atguments. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONB  said,  he  should  vote  against 
the  amendment,  because,  he  believed  that  the  dis- 
tinction proposed  in  the  bill  was  really  that  which 
value  of  the  coins  allud- 


Several  other  members  opposed  the  motion,  be- 
cause, said  they,  we  have  no  doubt  that  ibe  Senate, 
who  originaten  the  bill,  had  considered  the  subject 
fully,  and  had  made  the  proper  estimate,  on  full  in- 
formation, of  the  real  value  of  the  different  coins, 
Mr.  Page  replied,  that  since  he  had  only  heara 
the  opinionsand  suppositions  of  gentlemen  opposed 
to  his  opinion^  and  no  satisfactory  proof  offered  to 
support  the  bill  a^nst  his  amendment,  he  should 
persist  in  his  motioui  for,  said  he,  although  1  will 
not  be  so  dogmatical  as  to  assert  that  I  am  right, 
and  the  Senate  wrong;  yet^  in  a  matter  of  this 
nature,  which  admits  oi  positive  proof  and  demon- 
stration, and  which,  as  for  as  my  own  actual  expe- 
riments have  gone,  establish  my  opinion,  I  cannot 
give  it  up,  tit)  Thave  been  convinced  by  other  argu- 
ments iaia  such  as  1  have  heard.  Had  i  been  told 
that  the  different  coins  alluded  to  had  been  exa- 
mined hydrostatically,  or  had  been  assayed  by  pro- 
Er  persons  appointed  for  that  purpose,  I  should 
ve  acDuiescea.  1  might  possibly,  however,  hav« 
upposed  that  they  were  of  a  different  coinase  or 
amission  from  those  which  I  had  examined.  I 
think  the  clause  under  consideration  is  of  such  im- 
portance as  to  require  full  and  satisfactory  proof 
to  the  world,  that  it  has  not  been  adopted  without 
a  thorough  investi^tion  of  the  truth  and  propriety 
of  the  discrimination  it  establishes  between  the 
of  the  nations  with  which  we  have  snch  a 
considerable  commercial  intercourse.  With  that 
proofj  I  should  be  satisfied,  and  would  defy  the 
invidious  suspicion  of  our  being  influenced  by  im- 
proper motives;  but  till  such  proof  be  afforded,  1 
must  think  it  would  be  better  to  amend  the  bill  as 
I  proposed,  which  would  leave  those  coins  on  their 
present  footingdurio^  only  the  short  term  to  wlich 
their  circulation  is  limited  by  the  bill. 

From  what  fell  from  some  gentlemen,  he  said, 
it  appeared  that  they  thought  the  examination  of 
therelative  value  of  coinscould  only  be  ascertained 
by  an  assayer.  He  affirmed  that  any  person 
acquainted  with  the  use  of  an  hydrostatic  balance 
might  easily  examine  them.  That  it  was  with 
reluctance  he  said  any  thing  which  might  look 
like  a  scientific  parade,  but  he  thonght  itliis  duty 
to  brine  forward  the  inquiry  he  made;  and  what 
had  fallen  from  some  gentlemen  compelled  him 
to  explain  and  support  his  motion. 

To  explain  wnat  he  had  said  respecting  the 
hydrostatic  experiment  he  observed,  that  it  had 
pleased  Nature,  or  ratner  the  Great  Author  of 
Nature,  to  annex  to  most  bodies,  and  particular- 
ly to  metal,  a  difierent  weight  Happily  each 
species  ofsubstances  have  different  wei^ts,  which, 
with  propriety,  are  called  specific  gravities.  That, 
ibic  f        ' 
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weighs  1,000  oz.  avoiidupois;  and  a  body  when 
immersed  in  water,  displaces  a  mass  of  water  equal 
to  the  bulk  of  the  immersed  body,  in  displacing 
which  mass  of  water,  the  body,  if  suspended  to  a 
pair  of  scales,  is  found  (o  lose  a  weight  exactly 
equal  to  the  weight  of  the  mass  of  water  sc 

placed;  so  that,  if  any  piece  of  money  be  weii, 

first  in  air.  and  then  in  water,  its  loss  of  weignt  in 
water  will  be  exactly  the  weight  of  an  equal  bulk 
of  water,  which  must  at  once  give  the  compara- 
lire  weight  of  that  piece  of  money  and  of  water. 
And  as  by  this  metbod  pure  gold  has  been  found 
to  be  about  nineteen  times  heavier  than  water, 
and  copper  nine  times,  which  has  been  generally 
the  alloy  used  in  gold  coins,  if  copper  he  mixed  it 
any  proportion  (or  BJiy  other  metal  whose  specifi< 
gravity  is  known)  the  specific  gravity  of  the  com 
pound  may  be  found,  and  the  exact  proportion  o. 
each  ingredient  ascertained ;  and  here  I  will  re- 
mark, that  as,  in  the  act  establishing  a  Mint, 
Tegulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,  the  pro- 
portion of  silver  and  copper,  which  are  declared  to 
be  the  composition  of  the  alloy  for  our  ^old  coins, 
is  not  exactly  fixed ;  there  must  be  a  difficulty  of 
finding  the  real  value  of  that  coin  without  an  ac- 
tual and  accurate  assay^  and  also  room  for  varying 
its  value.  But,  as  this  is  happily  lefl  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  whose  abilities, 
accuracy,  and  integrity,  are  so  remarkable,  no  in- 
convenience need  be  apprehended,  as  there  is  no 
doubt  that  he  will  observe  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
and  that  he  wUI  point  out,  from  time  to  time,  the 
exact  prc^rtion  of  these  two  ingredients  of  the 
itlloy,  which  are  left  by  the  bill  to  his  discretion. 
This  I  looked  upon  aa  a  defect  in  the  bill,  and  men- 
tioned when  it  W9S  before  us  the  last  session,  as  a 
reason  why  I  wished  to  hare  it  recommitted ;  but 
to  return  to  the  question.  As  I  have  found  that 
the  specific  gravity  of  the  gold  coins  of  England, 
France,  Spam,  and  Portugal,  was,  as  well  as  I  cao 
now  remember,  about  seventeen  and  an  half,  and 
that  of  some  German  coins  not  fifteen ;  that  is,  that 
the  former  weighed  seventeen  and  a  half  times 
more  than  an  equal  mass  oi  water  and  the  latter 
not  fifteen  times  as  much,  or,  in  other  words,  that 
a  cubic  foot  of  the  former  weighed  17,500  oz. 
whilst  a  cubic  foot  of  the  latter  would  not  weigh 
15,000—1  say,  as  I  have  found  thus  to  be  the  case, 
I  wish  to  know  now  whether  any  later  experi- 
ments on  those  coins  have  been  made  to  prove 
that  there  is  a  difierence  stated  in  the  bill ;  if  there 
have  been  such  experiments  I  shall  withdraw  my 
raotion,  if  not,  I  must  insist  upon  it. 


MoNDAV,  November  26. 

Jeremiau  Wadsworth,  from  Connecticut,  ap- 
peared, and  took  his  seat. 

A  bill  to  reimburse  certain  extra  expenses  of  the 
late  Commissioners  for  treating  of  Peace  with  the 
Creek  Indians  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Houae  to- morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  registering  and 
recording  of  ships  or  vessels  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  pasaed. 


A  petition  of  sundry  masters  and  owners  of 
coasting  vessels,  and  outers,  trading  between  tike 
ports  of  New  London  and  New  York,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the 
lonnase  and  fees  of  office  impoted  on  vessels  ein- 
ployeJ  in  the  coasting  trade,  may  be  lessened. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  bill  or  bills  for  r^gulatiiw  ships  or  vessels  eni- 
ploved  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries. 

A  petition  of  John  Mauley  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  to  be  allowed  tke 
prize  money  on  certain  British  ships  captured  by 
the  petitioner,  while  a  Captain  in  tne  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  instructions  to  exam- 
ine the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to 
the  House. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  mLole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  r^ulating  Foreign 
Coins,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and,  uter  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
severally  read  twice,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 
I  A  memorial  aiid  represeinlation  of  Warner  Mif- 
(Bin,  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  was  pre- 
Isented  to  the  Hquse  and  read,  staling  certain  re- 
flections for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  in 
relation  to  the  African  slave  trade,  and  to  the  hu- 
mane treatmant  of  slaves  in  the  United  States. 

Ordered  That  the  said  memorial  and  repre- 
sentation do  lie  on  the  table. 

Reaolved,  That  the  CommissionerB  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  between  the  individual 
States  and  the  United  Stales,  report  to  the  House 
the  time  at  which  they  suppose  tliey  wiU  be  ready 
to  make  their  final  report ;  and  whether  any.  and 
what,  obstacles  remam,  to  prevent  such  final  re- 

TuEBDAV,  November  27. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  to  ascertain  the  feei  de- 
mandable  on  Admiralty  proceedings,  in  the  DUtriet 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to  amend,  in 
part,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  govemmeai 
and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the  merctuuits'  ser- 
vice j"  which  was  received,  and  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  eu/olling  and  licensing  ships  or 
vessels,  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  aad 
fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same ;  which  wa* 
received,  read  twice^  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Governor  of  theTerritory  of  the  United 
Stales  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  coverine  a 
petition  of  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  St.  Vin- 
cennes,  on  the  Wabash,  praying  that  the  resurvey 
of  their  lands,  directed  by  a  late  law,  may  be  made 
at  the  public  expense  ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
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dered  lo  be  referred  to  Mr.  LivEfmoKE,  Mr.  MuB- 
LENBBRa,  and  Mr.  Leon&bd,  with  imtniction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  their  opinion  there- 
upon 10  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary' 
of  the  Treasury,  respecting  lost  and  destroyed 
certificates;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

WEDNEaDAV,  November  ^. 
Mr.  Pabkeb,  from  the  committee  appointed, 

5 resented  a  bill  to  make  compeaMtion  to  the  wi- 
ows  and  orphans  of  peisoos  who  weie  JtiUed  bv 
Indians,  under  the  sanction  of  flags  of  truce  J  wbicn 
was  leceived,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  granting  far- 
ther compensation  to  certain  Receivers  of  Conti- 
nental Taxes  ;  and  that  Mr.  Gii^e,  Mr.  Sseaiua- 
8HUB  Bourne,  and  Mr.  Sylvehtbr,  be  the  said 
committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the. committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
from  the  PnEsinEHT  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  9th  instant,  together  with  the  papers  )tccom- 
panying  the  same,  on  the  subject  of  the  boundary 
between  the  Slate  of  Virginia  and  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  river  Ohio: 
whereupon, 

Retolved,  That  the  Piiesident  op  the  Unitbu 
States  be  requested  and  authorized,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Ken- 
tucky, to  cause  the  line  to  be  extended  from  the 
western  termination  of  the  line  formerly  run  by 
Fry  and  Jefferson,  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  and  by 
other  surveyors  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina,  by 
a  surveyor  of  sufficient  abilities,  in  the  proper  lati- 
tude, wnereby  the  northern  boundary  of  the  terri- 
tory ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  may  be  determined  ;  and  that 
Congress  will  provide  for  the  necessary  expense 
attending  the  same. 

Ordered  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Boo- 
DiNOT,  Mr.  Williamson,  and  Mi,  Paoc,  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes,' 
together  with  the  amendments  thereto,  was  read 
the  third  time ;  and,  on  a  motion  mane  and  se- 
conded, 

Ordered,  To  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  first  Monday  of  Ja- 
nuary next. 

Mr.  GiLEa,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  granting  farther  compensation  to 
Iain  Receivers  of  Continental  Taxes;  which 
received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  reimburse  ce 
extra  expenses  of  the  late  Commissioners  for 
treating  of  Peace  with  the  Greek  Indiaos;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  die  Conuniltee  had  had  the  said  bill 


under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 

eni,do  lie  on  the  table. 

WARWBH  MIFFLIN'S  PBTITIOH. 

Mr.  Steele  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
the  memorial  and  representation  of  Warner 
Mifflin  on  the  subject  of  Negro  slavery.  Mr.  S. 
said,  that  aAer  what  had  passed  at  New  York  on 
this  subject,  he  had  hopeti  the  House  would  have 
heard  no  more  of  it;  but,  to  his  surprise,  he  found 
the  subject  was  started  anew,  and  bad  been  in- 
troduced by  a  fanatic,  who,  not  content  with  keep- 
ing his  own  conscience,  undertook  to  become  the 
keeper  of  the  consciences  of  other  men,  and  in  a 
manner  which  he  deemed  not  very  decent,  had 
intrusted  his  opinions  into  this  House.  Had  an 
application  been  piade  to  him  to  present  such  a 
petition,  he  thought  he  should  have  avoided  a 
compliance  with  it.  Gentlemen  in  the  Northern 
States  do  not  realize  the  mischievous  consequences 
which  have  already  resulted  from  measures  of  this 
kind,  and  if  a  stop  were  not  put  to  such  proceed- 
ings, the  Southern  States  would  be  compelled 
apply  to  the  General  Government  for  their  i 
terference.  He  concluded,  by  moring  "that  the 
paper  purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  Warner 
Mifflin,  be  returned  to  him  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Honse;  and  that  the  entry  of  said  petition  be  — 
puneed  from  the  JoumaL" 

Mr.  Ames  rose  to  explain  his  motives  in  i^ 
senting  the  petition.  He  said  it  was  his  opimon, 
which  he  had  expressed  to  the  House  long  ago, 
that  this  Government  could  not,  with  propriety, 
take  any  steps  in  the  matter  referred  to  in  this 
petition;  but,  on  the  general  principle,  that  every 
citizen  has  a  right  to  petition  the  Legislature,  and 
to  apply  to  any  member  to  present  his  request  to 
the  House,  he  bad  handed  it  m.  The  petitioner  is  a 
citizen  of  Delaware;  and  bad  the  member  from 
that  State  been  in  the  House,  be  should  not  have 
thought  himself  obliged  to  have  introduced  it;  but 
that  gentleman  being  abscnL  the  petitioner  had  a 
right  to  apply  to  a  member  from  any  other  State. 
He  had  no  idea  of  supporting  the  prayer  of  the 
petition,  bis  mind  baviuf  been  long  made  up 
on  the  subject.  He  considered  it  as  totally  inex- 
pedient to  interfere  with  the  subject,  and  had  imi- 
formly  opposed  the  applications  made  at  a  former 
session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  LivERMOBE  did  not  consider  the  motion  in 
order,  the  subject  not  being  properly  before  the 
House;  nor  did  he  believe  there  was  any  dispo- 
sition to  bring  it  forward. 

Mr.  W.  Smitb  said  he  had  seconded  the  motion, 
with  a  view  of  putting  it  out  of  the  power  of  any 
member  to  call  it  up  when  persons  might  be  ab- 
sent who  would  find  it  their  dnty  to  oppose  it. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  admitted,  in  its  full  extent,  the  r^[ht 
of  every  citizen  to  petition  for  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances, and  the  duty  of  the  House  to  consider  such 
petitions;  but  the  paper  in  question  is  a  mere  rant 
and  rhapsody  of  a  meddling  fanatic,  interlarded 
with  texts  <tf  Scripture,  and  concluded  with  no 
specific  prayer.    He  observed  it  was  the  general 
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practice  of  Legi^ilative  bodies  for  members  pre- 
senting petiiioos  to  read  them,  ia  order  lo  make 
known  tneir  objects,  and  to  have  tbem  eniered  on 
the  Journal.  In  this  particular  instaDce,the  prac- 
tice might  be  attended  vith  danger.  Citizens  of 
the  Souihem  States  learnine-  that  papers  of  this  | 
kind  meet  with  countenance  Here,  would  be  alarm- 
ed. The  gentleman  who  presented  this  paper  had 
not,  on  this  occasion,  shown  his  usual  regard  to 
Southern  interests.  Had  he  stated  its  dangerous 
object,  the  House  would  undoubtedly  have  refused 
its  reception.  AtWr  the  proceedings  at  New  York, 
when  a  similar  application  was  made,  his  consti- 
tuents had  a  right  to  expect  that  the  subject  would 
never  be  stirred  aeain.  He  would  assure  the 
House,  that  while  he  continued  a  member  of  it, 
he  should  never  fail  to  express  his  abhorrence 
against  all  such  applications,  as  they  could  have 
none  but  a  mischievous  tendency.  So  far  from 
being  calculated  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the 
race  who  were  the  object  of  them,  they  had  a  ten- 
dency to  alienate  their  aSecCions  from  their  mas- 
ters, and  by  exciting  in  them  a  spirit  of  restless- 
ness,  to  render  greater  severity  towards  them  ne- 
cessary. He  therefore  earnestly  called  on  the 
House  to  agree  to  the  motion,  and  thereby  con- 
vince this  enthusiast,  andotheis,thatthey  can  never 
meet  countenance  in  the  Legislature  of  the  Union. 
The  part  of  the  motion  directing  the  petition  to 
bereturnedhytheClerkwasagreedto.  The  remain- 
der was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Steele,  the  mover. 

Thdrbdav,  November  39. 
Mr.  WBiTE,from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes;  which  was  received,  read  t<i 


andc 


aitted. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures o?  piiblic  moneys,  from  the  first  of  July  to 
the  thirtieth  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  inclusive;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the  sums  ne- 
cessary to  be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  herein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Lewis  Garanger,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his 
brother.  Charles  Qaranger :  whereupon, 

Readved,  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
be  empowered  and  directed  to  adjust  and  settle 
the  accounts  of  Lewis  Qaran^r,  as  a  Captain  of 
Artillery,  from  the  twenty-ninth  of  September, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  until  the 
establishment  of  peace. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution  ;  and  that  Mr.  Madi- 
son, Mi.  Williaubon,  and  Mr.  Wiluah  Smith, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 


On  a  motion  made  and  Ewonded, 

Retoleed,  That  the  Piebident  of  the  Uhitbd 
States  be  requested  to  cause  assays  and  otbet 
proper  experiments  to  be  made,  at  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins  of 
France^  England,  Spain, and  Portugal;  and  a  re- 
port of  the  Quantity  of  fine  metal,  and  of  alloy, 
m  each  of  the  denominations  of  the  coins,  to  M 
laid  before  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  transmit- 
ted lo  the  Prebident  or  the  Uniteo  States,  by 
the  Speaker. 


Fridat,  November  30. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  the  executors 

of  Edward  Carnes,  deceased;  and,  after  some  time 

Sent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  thai  the 
jmmillee  bad  had  the  said  report  under  consi- 
deration, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  lo  by  the  House, 
as  follows: 

"Hetolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  measures  are  ne- 
cessary to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  claims 
a^inst  the  United  States,  not  barred  by  acts  of 
limitation,  founded  upon  certificates  granted,  or 
settlements  made,  by  any  officer  or  officers,  here- 
tofore authorized  by  the  United  States  to  issue 
certificates  or  make  settlements  in  their  behalf, 
and  who  have  not  settled  their  accoimis ;  and  to 
report  the  result  of  their  inquiries." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.    GoonnnB,    Mr.    FiTZSt- 
HONS,  Mr.  Davton,  Mr.  Parker,  and  Mr.  Nileb, 
be  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 

erepare  and  report  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  esta.- 
lishing  a  Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  respects  the  copper  coin- 

X' ;  and  that  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Page,  and 
.  KiTTEHA,be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Coia- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the 
sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  aiul 
ninety-three ;  and,  afler  some  time  spent  thereiuj 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  baa 
again  had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and 
made  a  farther  progress  therein. 

Reiolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  the  accounts 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans,  for  the  current 
year,  by  which  his  estimate  is  formed  for  appro- 
priating thirty-five  thousand  and  sixty-three  dol- 
lars and  twenty-eight  cents,  for  the  salaries  of 
clerks  and  for  stationery,  in  the  Loan  Offices  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  thirty-first  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three. 

MoNUAY,  December  3. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Woodrop  mA 

Joseph  Sims,  which  was  presented  to  this  House 

on  the  8th  ultimo,  be  refencd  to  Mr.  Key,  Mr. 
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Obotb,  and  Mr.  Tdceeb,  with 

amine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 

with  their  opinion  ihereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  beiore  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing Ida  report  of  a  plan  for  the  redemption  of  the 
Public  Debt,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  a  cer- 
tain loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
pnriuant  to  the  orders  of  the  SUt  and  32d  ultimo ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  simdry  mercliants  and  traders,  in- 
habitants  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  stating  the  disad- 
vantasea  under  whidi  the^  labor,  for  the  want  of 
a  baakrapt  law,  and  praying  that  Congress  will 
take  the  subject  into  consideratiMi,  and  pass  an 
act  theTeupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  bill  or  bills  to  establish  an  uniform  system  on 
the  subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  according  lo  order,  a  bill  for  determin- 
ing the  Northern  boundary  of  the  territory  ceded 
to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina; which  was  read  the  first  time. 

Regotved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  the  names  of  the 
persons  returned  to  his  office  for  pensions,  by  the 
CircuitCourt$,inpursuanceofthe  act  entitled,  "An 
act  lo  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
widows  and  orphans,  barred  by  limitations  hereto- 
fore established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  in- 
valid Pensions,"  tcwether  with  the  rates  of  the 
said  pensions,  and  the  causes  assigned  for  disabili- 
ty, accompanied  with  a  statement  of  such  facts 
and  circumstances  as  may  relate  thereto. 

The  House  again!  resolved  itself  iato  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasmy  of  the  estimates  of  the 
sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  end 
ninety-three ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Honse  on  the  bill  to  ascertain  the  fees 
demandable  on  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to  amend, 
in  part,  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  govern- 
ment and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the  merchants' 
service  ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  end  reported  progress. 
WIDOWS  AND  0HPHAH8. 
Mr.  Davtoh'b  niotioo,  laid  on  the  table  on  Fi 
day  last,  was  called  up  by  that  gentleman,  viz : 
"  That  the  Secretai?  of  War  be  diiecled  to  Uybefo 
this  Bouse  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  returned 
to  hi*  office  for  pensions,  by  the  Circuit  Courts,  in  pnr- 
nianee  of  the  act,  ontided  <  An  act  to  pronde  for  the 
■ettlement  of  the  claims  of  widows  and  orphans,  barred 
bv  Iha  binilationBheretofinv  eotabUidied,  and  to  regulate 
the  daiois  to  inTslid  pensions,'  together  with  the  ratee 
of  Mud  pennons,  snd  the  caOMa  laaigned  for  disabilitj, 
acoompanied  with  s  ■tatement  of  sndi  ImOa  and  drcum- 
stancfM  as  may  rriate  thereto." 


Mr.  DiYTON  observed,  that  he  considered  it  the 
ndispensable  duty  of  the  Le^slature  to  inquire 
into  this  subject,  in  order  to  avoid  imposition.  He 
held  a  paper  in  his  hand  contaiuing  an  accotml  of 
a  number  of  persons  admitted  on  the  pension  list 
by  the  Circuit  Courts,  on  account  of  complaints, 
which  if  they  were  generally  admitted,  would  in- 
crease the  pension  list  in  sued  manner,  as  ten  times 
the  present  revenue  of  the  United  Stales  would 

It  be  adequate  to  support  in?. 

Mr.  B.  Bourne  observed,  Uiat  the  Government 
hadvestedadiscretionarypowerwith  the  Secretary 
of  War  tocheckthegrant  of  pensions  in  improper 


whole  matter  would  be  laid  before  the  House. 
He  therefore  saw  no  necessity  for  the  resolution. 

Mc.  Sedgwick  said,  he  hoped  nothing  was  in- 
tended by  the  motion  to  counteract  the  benevolent 
views  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  only  act  of  Legis- 
lative generosity  ever  exhibited  by  this  Govern- 
ment, tne  law  of  the  last  session  malcinc  particular 
provision  for  invalids.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  thought  the 
necessary  information  on  the  subject  would  come 
before  the  House  in  course;  but  he  was  anxious 
that  no  steps  should  be  taken,  on  account  of  some 
improper  grants  of  pensions,  to  frustrate  the  designs 
of  Government,  or  aivert  the  justice  and  humanity 
of  the  country  from  a  class  of  citizens  who  have 
fought  the  battles  of  the  Union  and  to  whom  the 
United  States  are  so  much  indebted  for  their  pre- 
sent freedom  and  happiness. 

Mr.  Cl*bk,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Lachance,  and 
Mr.  Hcllhodse,  supported  the  motion.  It  was 
said  that  the  law  was  found  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  made ;  that  while  in  some 
cases  it  was  not  carried  into  execution,  in  others 
very  improper  grants  of  pensions  had  been  made. 
Information  was  wanted;  this  information  may  be 
obtained ;  the  law  is  defective,  and  ought  to  be 
revised.  Justice,  therefore,  to  real  objects,  to  guard 
against  impositions,  and  to  make  tnat  provision 
which  the  finances  of  the  country  are  competent 
to,  impose  a  necessity  that  the  motion  should  be 
adopted.  In  reply  to  the  objection,  that  informa- 
tion would  come  in  of  course  from  the  War  Office, 
it  was  said,  the  motion  went  to  several  points,  on 
which  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  re- 
port,  unless  he  was  required  to  do  it. 

ToEaDAY,  December  4. 

A  bill  for  determining  the  Northern  boundary 
of  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  bjr  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

The  Sfeakeh  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  accompany- 
ing the  Register's  detail  of  the  estimate  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  twenty- 
eight  cents,  for  the  clerk  hire  and  stationery  of 
the  several  Loan  Offices  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  thirty-first  of  March  next,  made  pursuant  to 
the  order  of  Friday  last ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  lo  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
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Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  are  re- 
ferred the  estimates  of  appropriation  for  the  cur- 

ESTIMATES  OP  APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  House  again  resolved  iiself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  ihe  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the 
sums  necessary  to  be  appropriaied  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousana  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three.  The  papers  on  which  the  estimate 
of  the  expense  of  the  Loan  OfiSces  was  founded, 


The  accounts  of  the  Loan  Officers  of  Massachu- 
seiiSjNewYork,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,and  Vir- 
ginia, were  particularly  callcdfor,ana  read  in  detail. 
The  expenses  of  these  offices  were  very  different, 
owing  to  the  business  being  much  greater,  by  rea- 
son oT  transters,  in  some  States  than  in  others. 
The  amount  of  the  expense  was  generally  com- 
plained of.  It  was  observed  thai  some  other  mode 
of  doing  the  business  ought  to  be  adopted,  or,  that 
those  for  whose  advantage  these  numerous  trans- 
fers are  made,  should  bear  a  due  proportion  of  the 
expense  occasioned  thereby.  Several  alterations 
or  corrections  were  made  in  the  estimate  lespeci- 
ing  this  article- 

The  sum  of  fifty  thousand  doUais  for  the  con- 
tingencies and  incidental  expenses  of  the  War  De- 
partment, having  been  struck  out,  Mr.  Steele 
moved  that  the  Uaok  be  filled  with  five  thousand 
dollars. 

This  motion  was  withdrawn,  and  was  succeeded 
by  another,  to  the  following  purport:  "That  the 
PBEamEsT  OF  THE  Umited  States  be  requested 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  a  statement 
of  the  items  constituting  the  sum  in  the  estimate 
proposed  to  be  appropriated  for  contingent,  ioci' 
denial,  and  conjectural  charges  in  the  War  De- 
partment." This  motion  was  objected  to  as  in- 
formal in  itself,  and  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the 
House;  it  was  urged  that  Ine  proper  mode  would 
be  to  call  on  the  dficer  at  the  head  of  the  War 
Department,  to  lay  before  the  House  the  neces- 
sary documents.    It  was  accordingly  moved  that 

the  words  "ihePRESlDENTOPTHEUtJlTEDSTATEs" 

be  struck  out  of  the  motion,  and  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  should  be  directed  to  lay  before  the 
House,  &A.  The  motion  for  striking  out  was  lost ; 
and  then  the  question  on  the  motion  as  originally 
made,  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr,  F1TZ8IHOH8,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  from  the 
PBEeinEMT  OP  THE  Umited  STiTEa  ol  the  7th  ul- 
timo as  relates  to  a  statement  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  fund  appropriated  to  certain  Foreign 
purposes,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying 
the  same,  made  a  report  j  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  tie  on  the  table. 

EXPENSES  OP  THE  CREEK  TREATY. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  the  2Sth  ultimo,  to  the  bill  to  reimburse 
certain  extra  expenses  of  the  late  Commissioners 
for  treating  of  peace  with  the  Creek  Indians : 
whereupon, 


The  question  being  taken,  that  the  Htnisc  do 
concurwith  the  Committee  in  the  said  amendment 
for  filling  up  the  blank  in  the  said  bill  with  the 
words  "(IKIM  thoutand  doiiart:" — it  passed  in 
the  negative — yeaa  84,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

Yiis. — Pisher  Ames,  Abraham  Bsldwio,  Sfdnit 
B am weli,  Egbert  Benson,  Eliai  BDodinnt,  Sheagaabnb 
Bourne,  WiJIiBUn  Pindley,  ThomM  Phznmons,  Nicholu 
GJIman,  Benjaniin  Goo^ae,  Dsnial  HeiiteT,  Daniel  Ho- 
ger,  Amua  Learned,  John  Milledge,  Prederidk  Angn*- 
tua  Muhlenberg,  William  Tana  Moiray,  lokn  Page, 
Tbeodnre  Sadgwtck,  WilUtm  Stoudi,  Jma&an  eungaa, 
Oeoige  ThatdwT,  Thmtu  Tudoi  Tockar,  Jwaaiiik 
Wadswoilh,  and  Aztonaa  Waid. 

Niii.^ — John  BaplJitAahe,  BrnjuninBoinne,  Abn- 
bam  Clarke,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  B.  Gilem  Jmee 
Gordon,  Chriatopher  Greenup,  Williun  Bairy  Grvvs, 
Jamea  Hiilhoiue,  Israel  Jacobe,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Kickaid 
Bland  Le«,  Samuel  Livarmora,  Andrew  Moore,  Na- 
thaniel Nilea,  Alexander  D.  On,  ComeUui  C.  Sciuoii- 
maker,  Pelei  Sjlvealei,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Tbo- 
maa  Sumptel,  Abrahsin  Venable,  Alexander  White, 
Hugh  Willianwon,  and  Prands  Willis. 

And  then,  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion put,  to  fill  up  the  said  blank  with  the  words 
"nine  hundred  dollars,"  it  was  resolved  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amand- 
ment,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Wednesday,  December  5. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  to  reimburse  certain  extra 
expenses  of  the  late  Commissioners  for  treating  of 
Peace  with  the  Creek  Indians  was  read  the  third 
lime ;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do 
pass,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  20,  nays  21, 
as  follows : 

Yiis. — Fiiher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Rolieit 
Bun.'well,  Egbert  Benna,  Elin  Bondinot,  Shaafjaabfd) 
Bourne,  Thoouia  Filsnaioni,  J<^  Lanranoe,  SamosI 
Livennore,  John  Milledge,  Frederick  Augustus  MnhUu- 
bflig,  Jiriui  Page,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Williun  Snuth, 
Jonathan  Sturgea,  George  Thatdtet,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadswonb,  Artemas  Waid,  and 
Francis  Willis. 

Ntit. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  BeDJBinin  Bourne,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  James  Gordon,  Israel 
Jacobs,  Philip  Kej,  Aaron  Eitchell,  George  Leonard, 
John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Nalbaniel  Niles, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiab  Parker,  Peter  Sylvester,  Israel 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas  TredwelL  Abraham  Vena- 
ble,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  WiUiunMn. 

And  so  the  bill  was  rejected. 

PETITION  OF  MOSES  YOUNG. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Moses  Young. 
Whereupon, 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  said  oommlttee, 
in  [be  words  foUowmg,  was  read,  to  wit: 

"That  the  said  Mows  Young  hath  a  jnsi  (dahn  on 
the  United  Statee  for  the  inl]  amount  of  his  salary,  at 
ite  of  five  hnndrsd  pounds  sterling  per  anouBi, 
the  slgfateenth  of  October,  one  thonsand  ■evan 
hundred  and  sevenlj-nine,  to  die  thirtieth  of  Angast, 


"a- 
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DUG  thanond  •a*ai  hnnilnd  and  eightj-two,  inchidiiig 
the  uBual  aUonance  of  three  monlbs  fbr  Tetuming  to 
America  ;  and  that,  alUr  deducting  the  sunu  received 
from  Doctor  FnmkliD,  «nd  by  his  attomej,  Joseph 
NoTU-se,  the  balance  ought  to  be  paid  by  Uie  Uuiwd 
States" 

The  facts  of  the  caae  ftre  these:  Mr.  Young 
wiu  appointed  Secretary  to  Mr.  Latu-eos  on  hia 
embaaijr  to  Holland.  Mi.  Laurens,  it  appears,  had 
recomnieaded  to  Mr.  Youn^  to  take  but  one  half 
of  his  salary,  in  oonsidention  of  the  embassy's 
having  proved  iaeffieienl ;  and,  as  an  induceraent, 
infomaed  Mr.  Youitg  that  he  (Mr.  LauieBs)  in- 
tended to  relinqoish  the  whole  of  his  salary.  Mr. 
Yoting,  from  patriotic  motives,  and  iDfloenced  by 
the  example  of  Mr.  Laurens,  accordingly  lelia- 
qaiahed  one  half  of  his  ealarv  as  Secretary  afore- 
said ;  but  finding  afterwards  that  Mr.  Laurens  had, 
OD  his  return  to  America,  received  his  full  salary 
aod  emtdumenls  from  tbe  Qovertunent,  as  Am- 


a  the  aforesaid  considerations,  relinquisned.  All 
the  voo^Lera  and  documenta  relating  to  this  sub- 

Sst  were  read :  among  others,  an  account  settled 
tvreen  the  United  Stales  and  Mr.  Yonng.  The 
question,  therefore,  according  to  the  opinion  given 
by  the  gemtlemen  who  suppcMied  the  petition  was. 
whether  the  present  Government  should  avail 
itself  of  this  settlement  made  under  the  circuni' 


was,  by  a  reaelutioo  of  the  former  Conifrei 
tied,  espeoially  aa  by  the  account  setded  U  appears 
that  Mr.  Young  made  a  retervatian  of  a  further 
claim.  It  wasoDserved  that  the  allegations  in  the 
petition  were  supported  by  the  most  explecit  de- 
claratioDs  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Laurens;  and  that 
the  petitioner  was  clrarly  and  justly  entitled  to 
the  sum  he  had  relinquished  on  a  contiBgeacy 
which  had  not  taken  place,  but  directly  the  reverse^ 
it  was  said  that  it  would  be  lilite  short  of  takinga 
pettifogging  advantage  of  the  petitioner. 

In  opposition  to  the  report  in  favor  of'ibc  peti- 
tioner, It  was  said  that  tbe  settlement  made  at  the 
public  <^ce  ^Ktean  to  have  been  done  delibe- 
rately, and  the  aUowance  of  the  salary  of  £26aster- 
ling,  was  made  pursuant  to  certificates  received 
horn  iSx.  Laurens,  as  a  full  salavy.  It  was  urged, 
that  if  the  Legi^tnre  shosid  rip  up  transactions 
so  lone  settled,  and  do  away  accounts  Dnally  closed 
with  the  proper  officers,  it  wonld  be  a  most  danger- 
OUR  meeedent  indeed.  It  was  constantly  echoed  in 
the  Hotise,  that  these  settlements  were  not  to  be 
disturbed ;  the  consequence,  it  was  easy  to  perceive, 
would  be  of  the  most  perplexing  nature ;  there 
would  be  no  end  to  the  applications  which  would 
take  place ;  applications,  accompanied  with  cir- 
cumstances whose  preteosions,  it  was  said,  were 
much  more  weighty  and  important  than  that  now 
under  consideration,  It  was  farther  observed,  that 
it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Laurens  had  deviated 
from  his  agreement  with  Mr.  Youn^,  in  settling 
his  account;  for,  though  he  had  received  hia  fiill 
salary  as  Ambassador,  it  plainly  appears  that  he 
did  not  receive  it  merely  as  a  compenaation  for 


hia  segrvicas  aa-sucliibut  in  part  as  an  indenuuhoa- 
tion  for  other  servieea,  ana  for  losses  he  had  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  being  in  public  employ- 
ment; and, therefore, Mr.  Young'sclaim  on  account 
of  a  soppMed  violation  of  contract  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Laurens,  is  not  well  founded ;  and,  besides,  it 
was  remarked,  that  Mr.  Young,  in  the  account  he 
has  settled,  has  no  reference  in  nis  note  of  reserva- 
tion, to  any  subeeqacnt  claim  on  a«coimt  of  any 
contract  between  him  and  Mr.  Laurens.  After  a 
long  debate,  the  Question  on  agreeing  to  the  report 
ofthe  committee  infavor  of  the  petiiioner,as  above 
stated,  was  put  and  negatived,  27  to  25. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  then  moved  that  the  petition  of 
Moses  Young,  with  the  addition^  evidence  and 
documents  accompanying  the  same,  be  recommit- 
ted to  a  select  committee.  This  motion  was 
lost. 

Tburbbat,  December  6. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  Lewis  Garan^er,  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war;  '^uch  was  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Kev,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Woodrop  and  Joseph  Sims, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  report  from  the  Commissioners  for  settling 
the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the 
indiTidual  S&tes,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  26th 
ultimo ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  enrolling  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries.,  and  for  regulating  the 
same ;  and,  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr,  Sedgwick 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  Joshua  Seney,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
State  of  Maryland,  slating  his  acceptance  of  an 
appointment  I n  the  Judiciary  Deparimenl  of  the 
said  State,  which  disqualifies  him  from  a  seat  in 
this  House ;  whiph  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  following  Meisage  was  received,  with 
closed  doors,  from  the  PRcemEHT  or  tbe  United 
States  ; 

Uhitid  BxiTis,  Dectmber  6, 1T92. 
Geatkaien  of  Ihe  Senate,  and 

of  the  HmtK  of  R^rtatntiOvM* .-  - 

TheHveral  BuuurM  which  have  bam  piimied  lo 
induce  &jt  hoitile  Indian  tribes.  North  of  the  Ohio,  10 
enter  into  a  conferanoa  or  tiea^  witb  the  Unit^  State*, 
at  which  all  cauiea  of  difltsenoe  ffii^  be  fallj  uido- 
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■tood,  and  jually  and  unirabfy  urmi^mi,  tuTs  alraadj 
been  •ubmitted  to  bodi  Hoaaea  of  CoDBcew. 

The  p»pen,  berewith  aeot,  will  ii^nn  j<m  of  the 

G.  WA8HIMGTON. 


CASE  or  WOODROP  SIMS. 

Mr.  Ket,  of  the  commitiee  od  the  pelitioD  of 
Woodrop  aud  Joseph  Sims,  brought  in  a  te; 
which  was,  that  the  relief  prayed  for  ought  i 
granted. 

The  reading  of  the  petition  was  called  for,  the 
prayer  of  which  is,  that  ihey  may  be  released  from 
the  payment  of  duties  on  sundry  gootb  lost  on  a 
voyage  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia. 

A  inoiioik  was  made  lo  accept  the  report  of  the 
commitiee. 

Mr.  GooDiiDE  observed,  that  though  he  was  dis- 
posed to  grant  relief  in  tae  case,  yet  he  saw  do 
principle  oo  which  it  could  be  done ;  had  the  own- 
ers insured  a  sum  sufficient  to  have  covered  the 
duties,  they  would  have  avoided  the  additional 
loss  occasioned  by  having  given  bond  for  tl 
He  thought  that  the  House  ought  (o  proceed  with 
great  caution,  as  granting  relief  in  the  present  case 
would  be  establishing  a  precedent  which  might  be 
attended  with  great  inconvenience  and  eventual 
loss  of  revenue. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  relief  had  been  granted 
inaformercase.whichperhapswas  similar;  (hough 
he  did  not  perfectiv  recollect  (he  circumstances ; 
andfaid  he  wished  the  kw  he  alluded  to  mi^ht 
be  read.  He  suggested  the  propriety  of  receiving 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tteasury,  as 
it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  that  a  ftm  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject  should  take  place  pre- 
vious to  any  decision. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHONS  observed,  that  this  was  an  in- 
dividual case ;  it  stood  on  its  own  merits ;  every 
member  of  the  House  was  fully  competent  to 
forming  au  opinion  on  it;  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  determine  respecting  it  for  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  FiTzaiHONa  then  stated  the  particulars  lo 
show  that  this  was  a  case  of  peculiar  uardship  and 
miafortune;andthat  the  loss  of  the  duties  to  which 
the  peiitionera  were  exposed,  arose  in  part  from 
an  excess  of  official  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Collector  of  New  York.  After  some  further  re- 
marks by  different  gentlemen,  the  petition  and 
report  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
for  Monday  next. 


Friday,  December  7. 
The  Letter  from  Mr.  Seney,  containing  hi: 
signation  was  again  read,  and  a  motion  made  to 
refer  the  same  to  a  committee ;  some  debate 
sued  on  this  motion,  in  which  the  question  ' 
started  how  far  i(  was  in  the  power  of  a  member 
of  the  House  to  vacate  his  seat ;  the  soluti 


opinion  of  the  House  that  the  present  case  natu- 
rally included  this  discussion,  the  reference  ought 
lo  be  to  a  Committee  of  (he  Whole.  Some  gen- 
tlemen thought  that  the  most  simple  process  was 
to  accept  the  resignation,  and  make  entry  accord- 
ingly in  the  Journal ;  a  notification  lo  t^  sent  to 
the  Executive  of  the  Stale  of  Maryland.  The 
for  commitment  of  the  Letter  was  oega- 
tired ;  a  motion  was  then  made  that  the  Spea-Keb 
OT  the  House  notify  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Maryland  of  a  representation  of  that  State,  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Benby.  This  motion  waa  ne- 
gatived and  the  Letter  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accoinpany- 
ing  certain  statements,  tt^lher  with  a  Letter 
from  the  Compttoller  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to 
the  disbursements  made  by  the  Department  of 
War,  in  the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety,  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one.  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  thirteenth 
ultimo;  wWh  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  od 
the  table. 

Mr.  Sedqwicx,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  continae  in  force  for  a  limited 
time,  and  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding the  means  of  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations;  which  was  re- 
ceived, read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  *gain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  asctit- 
tain  the  fees  demandable  on  Admiralty  proceedings 
in  the  DiAricl  Courts  of  the  United  States,  aod  lo 
amend  in  part  the  aci,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
goveroment  and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the 
merchants' service;"  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 
The  follovring  Message  was  received,  with 
closed  doors,  from  the  Pbesideut  op  the  Ui(itb» 
Sta-tbs: 

Ukiiib  Statis, D«ewn6er  7,  I7»2. 
Genlkmen  of  Ihe  Senate,  and 

of  the  HeuM  of  B^tretmtatiM*  / 
I  kj  before  joq  two  Letters,  with  their  encloeurw, 
ftom  (he  Governor  of  the  Seuthweatem  Territoiy,  and 
an  eitiact  of  a  Letter  to  Um  froin  the  Deputoient  of 
War. 

Theu,  and  a  Letter  of  the  ninth  of  October  lut,  whidi 
hu  been  alreadj  commiuucated  lo  you,  from  the  Buna 
Department  to  the  Governor,  will  show  ia  what  manner 
the  Grat  section  of  the  act  of  the  lost  eeiuon,  whicb  pro- 
lidea  for  calling  out  the  Militia  for  the  lepelling  oi  In- 
dian invasions,  hu  been  executed.  It  remains  lo  be 
coiuidered  by  CoDgren  whether,  in  the  preaent  aitiu- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  it  be  adiisable  or  DOl  to  punue 
any  fluthet  or  other  measurea  than  thoee  which  have 
already  been  adopted.  The  nature  of  the  subject  doee, 
of  itaelf,  call  for  your  itamediate  attention  to  it ;  and  I 
mUBt  add,  that,  upon  the  remit  of  your  del^ratiMU. 
the  ftitore  conduct  of  the  Executive  wilt  on  this  occa- 
■ion  materially  depend. 

a.  WASHINGTON. 


18  said,  would  involve  a  lenglby  discus-    the  papers  herein  referred  to,  be 
a  of  some  conititulioDal  questions ;  if  it  wia  the  I  Comnuttee  of  the  Whole  House  ( 


Ordered,  That  the  said  Message,  together  with 

'        -      "       '  ■     '       )mmitted  toa 

Monday  next- 
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MoHDAT,  December  10. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  commttiee  appoiat- 
ed,  preseaied  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  Ad 
act  to  promote  the  prt^ess  of  Useful  Arts ;"  which 
was  received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  Spgaeer  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
jrom  the  Secretary  of  Wat,  enclosing  the  copy  of 
a  letter  from  the  Oorernor  ofGieorgiH,  toeelher 
with  certain  commuDicalions  relative  to  Indian 
afiairs ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-day. 

Mr.  William  Smitb.  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  to  establish  an  miifoim 
sfatem  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States  i  which  was  received,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Message  from  the  Pre- 
awBMT  OF  TBE  UNITED  States,  of  the  7th  instant, 
tt^ther  with  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  rela- 
tive to  the  execution  of  the  act  for  calling  out  the 
Militia  to  re^l  the  invasions  of  the  Indians ;  and, 
after  some  tmie  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  bad  had  the  said  Mes- 
sage and  papers  uikder  consideration,  and  made 
some  progress  therein. 

Tuesday,  December  11. 

Tbe  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  ibe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,. 
on  the  petition  of  Abraham  Scribner  and  Thomas 
Cable ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  ihe  Message  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States,  of  the  7tb 
instant,  together  with  the  papers  therein  referred 
to,  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act  for  calling 
out  the  Militia  to  repel  the  invasions  of  the  In- 
dians; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  Ihe  Committee  had  again 
had  the  said  Message  and  papers  under  cousideia 
tion,  and  made  a  further  progress  therein. 

Wednesday,  December  12. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretarv  of  War,  enclosiuf;  a  statement 
of  certain  materials  whereon  the  estmiate  of  con- 
tingencies of  tbe  War  Department,  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  are 
founded  j  also,  an  explanation  of  certam  heads  of 
articles  in  the  general  estimate,  called  "conic 
lal ;"  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the  sums  neces- 
sary to  be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hiuidred  and  ninety-three. 

A  memorial  of  Moses  Young  was  presented 
the  House  and  read,  praying  to  be  compensated 
for  certain  services  as  Secretary  to  Mr.  Ladiieiis 
and  to  Doctor  Frameun,  or  their  embassies  to 
Holland  and  France,  fov  which  he  has  received  no 
satisfactitm. 


Orders,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 

examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  was  presented  of  John  Nicholson, 
Cornelius  Barnes,  John  Mitchell,  junior,  and  Nor- 
Pryor,  creditors  of  Ihe  United  States,  who 
loaned  money  between  September,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  pray- 
ing that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for  the 
payment  of  the  arrears  of  interest  due,  and  the 
annual  interest  accruing  on  the  amount  of  their 
respective  claims. 

Ordavd  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  aeain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the 
sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  vear  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

On  a  motion  made  and  secondedthat  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

"Raohed,  That  a  loan  to  the  amount  of  the  bslancea 
which,  upon  a  6nal  wtttement  of  accounta,  iball  be 
found  due  fioin  the  United  Statu  to  the  individual 
States,  be  opened  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sutea, 
and  at  the  loan  offices  in  Ihe  respective  State*,  to  com- 
mence within months  after  the  said  baUncei  shaD 

be  reported  it  the  Treasury,  and  to  continue  open  fin 
the  tenn  of months,  liom  tbe  time  of  its  com- 


"  Raohtd,  That  Ihe  (oms  to  be  nibacribed  to  such 
loans  be  payable  in  the  principal  or  interest  of  the  cMr- 
tificsles  or  notes  inued  by  any  encb  of  the  wid  States, 
as,  upon  the  final  ■ettlement  of  accounts,  ihall  have  a 
balance  due  to  them  &om  Ihe  United  Stales,  and  which 
shall  have  bean  liqoidated  to  specie  vahie  ptioi  to  the 
day  of lut 

"  Raohed,  That  every  subsdiber  to  the  said  loan 
ahall  be  entitled  to  certificates  according  to  the  sum 
eubecribed,  of  the  like  tenor  and  description,  in  the  like 
proportioDs,  and  upon  the  like  terms,  as  are  spedAed 
and  directed  by  the  fifteenth  and  siileenlh  sectioru  of 
the  act,  entitled  "  Ad  act  making  provisian  ibr  the  Debt 
of  tbe  United  States,"  except  that  interest  on  such  of 
the  certificates  mbecribed  to  Ihe  said  loan  as  bear  in- 
terest, shall  be  computed  to  the  last  day  of  tjie  year  one 
dionmnd  seven  bundrcd  and  ninety-lhree,  inclusively, 
and  that  interest  shall  not  begin  to  accrue  upon  any  of 
Ihe  certificates  which  shall  be  issued  in  lieu  thereof;  till 
the  Gnt  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-tbar. 

"  Baohtd,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  sum  sub- 
scribed in  tbe  evidences  of  the  debt  of  any  State  shall 
exceed  the  balance  due  to  such  State,  the  same  shall  be 


Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  Grst  Monday  of  January  next. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  loascertain 
the  fees  demandable  on  Admiralty  proceedings  in 
the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
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amend  in  part  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
government  and  reg;ulation  of  seamen  in  the  mer- 
chants' service  f  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Tbobbdav,  December  13. 

AnniiEiw  Greoo,  from  PenQsylvsnia,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  coneemiag  the  registering  and  recording  of 
ships  or  vesBcls,"  with  several  amendments-  ■- 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Ho. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  a  plan  for  the  redemption  of  the 
Public  Debt,  and  for  the  reimburaement  of  a  cer- 
tain loan  nuide  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  c<H>sider- 
atioD  of  a  Ccunmittee  of  the  Whole  House  aa  this 
day  fortnight. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  on  Thursday  last,  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whde  House,  to  the  bill  for  enrolliiig 
and  licensing  ships  or  vessels,  to  be  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating 
the  same ;  and  the  said  amendments  being  sever- 
ally twice  read  were,  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

Retolwd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  aReturn  of  aUtbe 
commissioned  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  privates,  belonemg  to  the  regular  estaWish- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  specifying  the  regi- 
ments or  corps  to  which  they  belong,  and  the 
times  of  their  entering  the  service. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the 
sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three;  and,  after  some  time  spent  theteio,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Sedowick 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the 
said  report  vinder  consideralionj  and  ccmie  to  seve- 
ral resolutions  thereupon;  which  were  severally 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows; 

"  Jtemlved,  That,  for  defraying  the  expenditure 
of  the  Civil  List  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  to- 
gether with  the  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  several  Departments  and  offices 
thereof,  there  be  appropriated  the  several  sums  of 
money  following,  to  wit ;"  [Here  follow  the  seve- 
ral items.] 

"  Resolved,  That,  for  making  good  deficiencies 
for  the  support  of  the  Civil  List  Establishment, 
for  aiding  tne  fund  approi»iated  for  the  payment 
of  certam  officers  of  the  courts,  jurors,  and  wit- 
nesses ;  for  the  support  of  light-houses,  and  for  the 
establishment  of  ten  cutters,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, there  be  appropriated  the  several  sums  of 
money  following,  to  wit:"  [Here  again  follow 
the  items.] 


^'Resolved,  That,  for  de&aying  the  expenses  o[ 
the  War  Department  for  the  year  one  thouauid 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  there  be  appro- 

firiated  the  following  sums,  to  wit :"  [The  items 
bllow.] 

'^Regohed,  That,  for  making  good  the  several 
and  respective  sums  of  money  aforesaid,  there  be 
appropriated — 

*'  1st  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
reserved  by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt 
of  the  United  States. 

"3d.  The  surplus  which  may  remain  unappro- 
priated for  the  use  of  the  War  Department,  m  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  htmdred  and  ninety -two. 

"3d.  So  much  of  the  existing  revenues  of  the 
United  States  as  are  unappropriated." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  he  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Mr.  Lac- 
RANCE,  Mr.  BsLnwiN,  Mr.  Jereuiab  Suith,  Mr. 
Steele,  and  Mr.  Giles  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same.  ^ 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury] 
containing  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public 
Debt,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sedqwiok,  was  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  motion  for  its  being  made  the  order  of  the 
day,  this  day  week,  was  opposed.  Mr.  Mubbat 
objected  to  so  eatly  a  day.  The  subject,  said  he, 
is  important ;  the  State  of  Maryland  has  a  right 
to  six  voles  in  this  House ;  it  so  happens,  that  four 
seats  of  the  representation  from  that  State  are  va- 
cant. He  wisned,  therefore,  that  a  more  distant 
day  may  be  appointed,  as,  in  that  case,  it  was 
highly  probable  that  State  would  be  more  fully 
represented.  Other  reasons  fot  a  more  distant 
day  were  urged  by  several  gentlemen.  This  day 
fortnight  was  finally  agreea  to. 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the 
coasting  bill.  They  agreed  to  some  of  the  amend- 
ments reported,  with  amendments;  others  were 
rejected.  A  clause  was  proposed  to  be  added,  re- 
quiring from  the  owners  or  masters  of  vessek  a 
particular  enumeration  of  all  the  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  transported  in  the  several  coast- 
ing vessels  from  time  to  time.  This  occasioned 
some  debate ;  it  vnts  objected  to  as  involving  a 
great  and  unnecessary  expense,  withont  aflbrdiog 
a  corresponding  benefit ;  as  tending  to  obstniei 
the  coasting  tnde,  so  as  almost  to  destrov  the 
same.  It  was  said  it  would  be  nugatory,  neing 
in  many  cases  impracticable.  The  clause  was 
wpported,  as  conducive  to  information  relative  to 
the  products  and  real  consumptions  of  the  several 
Slates — points  on  which  very  different  opinions 
were  entertained ;  that  the  expense  would  not 
probably  be  more  than  the  addition  of  one  clerk 
to  the  Treasury  Department ;  that  the  duty  would 
devolve  on  the  collectors,  and  be  a  business,  of 
course,  &c.  The  motion  was  at  length  with- 
drawn. Some  verbal  corrections  were  made  ic 
several  sections;  and  then,  by  general  consent, 
the  bill  was  laid  tm  the  table  for  further  consi- 
deration. 
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ESTIMATES  OF  APPRO PRIATIOM. 

The  House  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
lee  of  the  Whole  on  the  tistimale  of  appropriations, 
Mr.  SEDowtcKia  the  Chair.  The  C%airmaD  ob- 
serred  that  the  subject  was  before  the  Committee 
without  anj  speciuc  proposition. 

Mr.  EfTcuBLL  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise,  and  report  the  resolutions  submitted 
some  time  since. 

It  being  remarked  that  these  resolutions  were 
yet  to  be  determined  on,  having  never  been  re- 
ported to  tbe  House  they  were  again  read ;  and 
tiien  a  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  aod  re- 
port was  made  and  agreed  to.  The  Committee 
accordingly  rose  and  reported  the  reaolotions, 
which  were  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
House.  The  itetns  of  the  estimate  were  again 
recited.  The  sutn  in  the  estimate  for  tbe  support 
and  expenses  of  the  Loan  OBices  occasioned  con- 
siderable conversation.  The  accounts  of  the  se- 
reral  Loan  Offices  were  again  called  for;  that  from 
lb«  officer  at  New  York  being  read,  it  was  re- 
marked that  the  amount  of  this  account  exceeded 
that  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  other 
accounts.  This  disparity,  it  was  said,  was  rery 
extraordinary,  and  did  not  appear  to  be  accompa- 
oied  with  uiy  sufficient  reasoos  for  so  great  a  oif- 
ference ;  and  though  the  accotmts  baa  been  set- 
tled by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury,  yet 
that  they  were  liable  to  be  revised  by  the  House. 

Some  remarks  in  opposition  were  made. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  sum  reported 
in  the  estimate  for  the  Loan  Offices,  was  oarried 
in  the  affirmaiive. 

The  House  having  proceeded  through  the  ii 
included  in  the  sev^vJ  resolutions,  a  motion 
made  and  agteedto,  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
lo  prepare  and  report  a  bill  in  eonformity  thereto ' 
and  MesMS.  Ladr&kcb,  Baldwin,  Smitb,  N.  H. 
Steele,  and  Giles,  were  appointed. 

A  motion  that  the  estimate  of  c(»)tingencies  re- 
ceived from  the  War  Deputment,  with  the  other 
Cpers  relative  to  the  estimate  of  appropriatioDs, 
referred  to  the  select  committee,  was,  atWr 
some  debate,  superceded  by  a  motioD  to  adjourn. 

'  Fridav,  December  14. 

Mr.  William  Smitb,  trom  the  coauaJttee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  sundry  per- 
sona, praying  to  be  -placed  on  the  list  of  pension- 
ers of  the  United  States;  also,  a  Letter  from  the 
Judges  of  tbe  Circuit  Court  for  tbe  District  of 
North  Carolina,  relative  lo  the  act  passed  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  regulating  tbe  claims  to  In- 
valid Pensions,  made  a  report;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday,  the 
31st  instant. 

The  Spbakbh  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  accompajiying  list 
of  the  names  of  persons  returned  lo  his  office  for 
pensions,  by  tbe  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
Slates,  together  with  the  rates  of  tbe  said  pen- 
sions, and  the  causes  assigned  for  disability,  pur- 
suant to  the  order  of  the  3d  instant;  which  was 
«d  Cos.— 86 


read,  and  ordered  to  be  refwred  to  tbe  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  last 
appcanted. 
Mr.  LivERMORE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
as  referred  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  in- 
tbitanis  of  St.  Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash;  to- 
gether with  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  the 
Territory  of  tbe  United  Sutes  Northwest  of  the 
River  Oliio,  accompanying  the  same,  made  a  re- 
port; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate,  t    '' 


bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  regiotering 
and  recording  of  ships  or  vessek. '  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
amendments  to  the  fif^h  section. 

Reaoived,  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendmenl  to  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  said 

U. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  House, 


that  tbe  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled-  "An 
act  in  addition  to,  Mid  alteration  of  tbe  act,ent^ 
tied  '  Ad  act  for  settling  the  accoimts  of  the  United 

States  with  the  individual  States;"  to  wbich  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 


'pro- 
viding for  the  registering  and  recording  irf'  snips 
or  vessels  WHe  taken  into  consideration.  Tne 
first,  second,  and  third  amendments  were  agreed 
to.  The  fourth  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the 
]7th  section  of  the  bill,  which  was  designed  to 
guard  effectually  affainst  collusion  in  regard  to 
American  vessels — it  having  been  asc  stained  that 
impositiftos  in  tbia  respect  had  been  practised 
with  success.  The  amendment  of  the  Senate 
was  objected  to;  it  was  said  it  left  the  door  still 
open  to  the  owners  of  foreign  vessels  to  evade 
payment  of  foreign  tcumage.  Mr.  GooDnnE,  Mr. 
Williamson,  Mr.  Seikiwick,  Mr.  Pabeer,  and 
Mr.  Madibon,  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PiTzaiMOMs  appeared  to  be  partially  m  fa- 
vor of  die  amendment ;  he  observed  that  there 
was  no  clause  in  the  British  navigation  law, 
equally  rigid  with  that  proposed  in  tLe  bill,  and 
which  the  Senate  have  objected  to.  He  observed 
that  tbe  policy  of  sucb  restrictions  as  went  to  dis- 
courage the  building  of  vessels  in  the  United 
States  may  well  be  doubted ;  but  thoueh  be  was 
not  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  clauM  lu  the  bill, 
yet  he  should  not  vote  to  concur  with  the  Senate. 

Mr.  W.  Smitb  said  he  agreed  with  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  in  his  remarks,  but  should 
draw  a  very  different  cwwlusion,  and  should  there- 
fore be  in  &vor  of  concurring  with  the  Senate ; 
but  if  the  House  should  not  be  disposed  to  ctmcur, 
be  inquired  whether  the  proposal  to  strike  ont  the 
clause  could  not  be  adopted  without  agreeing  to 
'  tbe  substitute  7 

Mr.  BAHinvBLLwas  in  favor  of  coacoiriagwith 
the  Senate. 
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Hi.  Paheer  tmposcd  the  BaMadment  Hesaid 
the  operatioQ  of  the  proposed  cIuim  [torn  the  Se- 
nate might  tend  to  increase  the  building  of  Ame- 
rican Teasels,  but  would  most  certainly  tend  to  the 
injury  of  the  mercantile  interest  in  eeneraL  The 
collusions  alluded  to  by  sereial  genUemen,  he  ob- 
served, had  undoubtedly  taken  place ;  and,  if 
there  is  not  some  efTecIoal  provisioD,  like  that  in 
the  bill,  adopted,  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  in  a  few  yean  would  be  transferred  to  fo- 
reigners altogether. 

Mr.  Madison  waa  owosed  to  the  amendment. 
He  added  a  few  remarks,  corroborative  of  the  ses- 
timents  delirered  by  Mr.  P^hkeb  ;  ajid  then  the 
question  being  put,  the  ametulmeiit  of  the  Senate 
wat  disaereef  to. 

The  House  a^tn  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Me»<"Me  from 
the  PnnaiDBNT  op  tre  United  StateAj  oi  the  7th 
instant,  together  with  the  papers  therein  referred 
to,  r^tive  to  the  executioti  of  the  act  for  calling 
out  the  Militia  to  repel  the  invasions  of  the  In- 
dians; and,  after  some  time  spent  thereio,  the 
Chairman  repotted  that  the  Committee  had  ixain 
had  the  said  Message  and  papers  under  oonsioera- 
lion,  BDd  made  a  fhrther  prioress  therein. 

Monday,  December  17. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  B. . 
in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
Stales  with  the  ittdividual  States,''  was  read  the 
second  time,  aad  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  second 
Monday  of  January  next. 

The  House  resolved  its^  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  the 
Executors  of  Edward  Cames,  deceased;  and,  after 
some  lime  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Sejmwick  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  Report  under  consi- 
deration, and  come  to  several  resolutions  iher»- 
upon ;  which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follow: 

I^olved,  That  all  persons  having  claims  upon 
the  United  States,  not  bsrred  by  any  act  of  limit- 
ation, whether  founded  upon  certificates,  or  other 
written  documents  from  public  o&ceTB  or  other- 
wise, fescept  Loan  Office  certificates,  certificates 
of  Gnai  settlement,  Register's  certificates,  and  cer- 
tificates issued  pursuant  to  the  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,)  snail 
exhibit  the  same  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 

States  within months,  or  be  forever  barred 

from  payment  or  settlement. 

Bmoletd,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treanvy  be  authorized  to  settle  and  adjust,  after 
the  expiration  of  the  term  aforesaid,  all  such  of 
those  claims  as  shall  appear  to  them  proper  to  be 
admitted,  and  to  report  to  Congress  upon  all  such 
as  they  may  not  think  proper  to  admit. 

Oroered,  That  a  bill  orltills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suani  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Oood- 


HDG,  Mr.  FiTzaiifONS,  Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Paskeb, 
and  Mr.  Niles,  do  prernre  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendioenl  div 
B^eed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  seventeenth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  conceroing  the 
registering  and  recording  of  ships  or  vessels. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  Message  Irom 
the  pKEsioBnr  of  the  Uniteo  States,  of  the 


calling  out  the  Militia  to  repel  the 
the  Indians;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
again  had  the  said  Message  and  papers  under  ccm- 
sideration,  and  come  to  no  resolution  thereupon. 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  aischarged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  same,  and  that  the  said  Message  aad 
papers  do  lie  on  the  table. 

T  DEB  day,  December  18. 
A  memorial  of  the  officers,  now  residing  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  of  the  late  American  Army, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  brethren  the 
soldier*  of  the  said  Army,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  the  depreetstion 
which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of  Debt  granted 
them  in  reward  fc»  their  military  services  dorinff 
the  late  war,  may  be  made  good  to  them,  or  sucE 
other  relief  afforded  them  as  the  present  ctrcum- 
stances  of  the  United  States  will  admit.  Also,  a 
memorial  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  of  the  late 
Army,  to  the  same  effect. 

Ordrred,  That  the  said  memorisl*  do  lie  cm  the 
table. 

The  House  resumed  the  considnation  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  on  the  6th  instant,  to  the  bill  for 
eoTolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  ran- 
ployed  in  the  coasting  tnde  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regulating  the  same.    Whereupon^ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Qooi>BnE,  Mr.  FiTZ- 
S1M0N8,  and  Mr.  Parkeb. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  Message 
from  the  Presioen-t  of  the  Ubitbd  States,  of 
the  7th  instant,  tc^ether  with  the  papers  therein 
referred  to,  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act 
for  calling  out  the  Militia  to  repel  the  invasions  of 
the  Indians,  which  lay  on  the  table.  Whereupon, 
A  motion  being  made  and  seconded  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

"  Rmilvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be 
BuAorized  to  employ  socb  part  of  the  mditaij  force 
and  of  the  Militis.  of  die  United  Slates,  u  he  dib;  jad^ 
neonssary,  for  the  effectual  protection  of  die  frontien ; 
and  (if  he  ihall  judge  it  expedient)  to  carry  on  oflen- 
sive  operations  against  the  Indians  of  the  five  lower 
Cherokee  towoi,  cofled  Cbiekuna^w,  and  auch  other 
of  the  Indian  tribes  as  may  hereafter  commit  acts  of 
depredation  sgoinit  the  Uvea  and  piopsr^  of  the  etti- 
xcns  of  the  United  States :" 

A  division  of  the  said  motion  was  called  for. 
Where  upMi, 
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The  queKiion  being  put,  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  first  pan  of  the  said  motion,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit: 

"  JUaehtd,  That  the  PiMident  of  the  Unitad  StatM 
ba-authanzed  to  employ  such  part  of  the  miMtarj  force 
andof  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  ai  he  may  judge 
necessary  fbi  the  effectual  protection  of  the  toDtiBn ; 
and  (if  he  shall  judge  it  expedient)  to  carry  on  i^en- 
Btve  Qpecationa  agsinst  the  Indians  of  the  Eve  lower 
Cherokee  tonus,. called  Chickamigis  i" 

II  pessed  in  the  negative — yeas  21,  nays  87, 
foltowa: 

Tmas^— AbrabaM  Baldwin,  Rolwit  Baraweil,  Abia- 
httn  Gktk,  Wfflian  Fiodley,  Thomas  FitiMmbna,  WiK 
liUn  B.  Giles,  ChriBtopher  OreanOp,  Samel  Giifti, 
Thcanas  Hartley,  Danud  Eager,  Bidiaid  Bland  Lee, 
Jalin  MHledge,.  Aadrew  Moote,  Fredwiek  AnguKiu 
MnhleobmSi  Williani  Vans  Mumy,  Jtdm  Page,  Josiah 
PaAei,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Aluahaq  Venable, 
Alexander  White,  and  Frauds  Willis. 

Nats.— John  B^tist  Aabe,  Etias  Boudinot,  Shear- 
JMbah  Bourne,  Benjamin  Booine,  Elbridge  Geny, 
Nicholas  Gijoian,  Benjamin  GiMdhue,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Daniel  Heister,  Jamea  HiUhouse,  Philip  Key,  Aaron 
Kitchell,  John  Laurance,  Amase  Learned,  Oeoi^  Leo- 
nard, Samncl  Lirennore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  Peter  SyNcBter,  iBrael  Smith,  Jolui  Steele, 
Jfmathan  Sturgcs,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tred- 
well,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Arlemas  Ward,  aiid  Hugh 
WUIiantson. 

And  30  the  said  motion  was  lost. 


Wbbrbsdat,  December  19. 

The  Speucer  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  epclOBipg  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  ^Vtlkinson: 
also,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Seagrove,  rela- 
tive to  IndiBD  Afiairs;  which  were  readj,and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Retolved,  Thai  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  is  referred  so  much  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made 
the  3d  instant,  as  relates  to  a  plan  for  the  rei 
bnrsement  of  a  certain  loan  made  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  be  discharged  from  the  consi- 
deration of  the  same;  and  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  teport  a  bill  authorizing  a  loan  equal 
to  the  sum  borrowed  of  the  said  Bank,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  said  reimbursement,  and  providing 
that  so  much  of  the  dividend  in  the  stock  of  Qo- 
vemment  in  the  said  Bank,  as  may  be  necessary, 
be  apnropriated  for  paying  the  interest  of  the  sum 
to  be  borrowed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Beimjwice,  Mr.  Lauiiancb, 
and  Mr.  Mubrat,  be  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the 
said  resolution. 

The  House  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House^  on  the  bill  to  regulate  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes;  and,  after 


ThbrAdat,  December  20. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 

and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

on  the  petition  of  Ludwig  Kuhn;  which  were 

read,  aocl  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers,  now  residing-  in  the 
Slate  of  Maryland,  of  the  late  American  Army, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  brethren  the 
soldiers  of  the  said  Army,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  the  depreciation 
which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of  Debt  granted 
them  in  reward  for  their  military  services  during 
the  late  war,  may  be  made  good  to  them,  or  such 
other  relief  afforded  them  as  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  United  States  will  admit. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 
Mr.  Btbele  laid  a  resolutioR  on  the  table,  to 
the  Ibllowing  purport,  viz: 

"  Tlwl  a  committee  be  «;qNrinted  to  prniaie  and 
bitag  ih  aUU  to  rednoelbe  military  establi^mant  of 

the  United  States  to Tegimeritg  or  cMpa,  con- 

—  non-eommiaiooed  offieeta,  pri* 

,  with  suoh  proportion  of  cominia- 

the  Preatdeut  may  think  proper  to 

conlinue  in  aervics ;  and  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act 

tha  6th  of  Mart^  1793,  entitled  •  An  aet  for 

making  farther  and  more  efiectual  provision  £»  the 

protection  of  the  fiontieri  of  the  United  Slalea,'  as  may 

contravene  this  intention." 

This  motion,  Mr.  Stbbub  said,  be  was  inflo- 

eneed  to  brin^  forward,  from  two  motives:  the 

first  was,  to  aSord  more  effectual  protection  to  the 

froaliera ;  the  other  was,  that,  by  this  reduction,  a 

sum  of  money  might  he  drawn  from  the  War 

Dewnmeiit,  to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the 

Publjo  Debt,  so  that  a  necessity  for  new  taxes,  to 

effect  that  object,  may  be  st^wreeded. 

COASmNG  BILL. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  the  coasting  bill 

had  been  recommitted  reported  sundry  araend- 

meuts;  which  were  taken  into  consideration  by 

the  House,  and  all  of  them  agreed  (o. 

Mr.  Clark  objected  to  a  c&use  in  the  12th  sec- 

)n,  which  enjoins  that  every  change  of  the  mas- 

r  of  every  packet  or  ferry-boat  sb^l  be  reported 

at  the  custom-house  the  first  opportunity. 

Mr.  Dayton  stated  the  inconveniences  to  which 
the  masters  and  owners  of  the  small  coasting  craft 
and  packet  boats  belonging  to  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  would  be  pattieularly  exposed  by  this  in- 
junction, where  the  masters  are  very  frequently 
'Hanged. 

To  remove  this  objecliou,  Mr.  Goodhue  pro- 
posed to  insert  the  words  "ferry-boats  excepted." 
This  motion  was  adopted. 
It  was  then  ordered  fltal  the  bill  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

INDIAN  TRADE. 


e  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
thattheCommitteehadhadthesaidbitlnDdercoa-l     The  amendments  reported  bv  the  Committee 
sideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto.  I  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill  to  reeulate  trade  and  in- 
Ofderti,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 1  tercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  were  taken  into 
ments,  do  lie  on  the  table.  |  e<msideration. 
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IS  were  made  to  (he  Sth  si 


couDlries.  It  was  contended  ihat  the  cases  men- 
tioned were  fully  provided  for  by  treaties,  or  by 
the  laws  of  the  respective  Slates;  the  whole 
ground,  it  was  said,  is  covered  by  these  provisions; 
and  therefore  there  appears  aa  impropriety,  if  not 
an  absurdity,  in  enacting,  in  a  subsequent  law, 
that  certain  punishments  shall  be  inflicted  for 
certain  crimes,  which  are  sufiiciently  recognised 
by  the  several  treaties  already  formed;  that  the 
attempt  would  operate  unjustly;  the  provisions 
may  reach  oiu  own  citizens,  but  capDot  affect  so 
fully  as  they  ought  the  savases.  It  was  moved 
that  the  whole  section  should  be  stricken  out. 

Id  opposition  to  this  motion,  it  was  said  that 
the  power  of  the  General  Oovernmenl  to  legislate 
in  dl  the  territory  belonging  to  the  Union,  not 
within  the  limits  of  any  pariicuUi  State,  caimot 
be  doubted ;  if  the  Goverameut  cannot  make  laws 
to  restrain  persons  from  going  out  of  the  limits  of 
any  of  the  States,  and  commit  murders  and  depre- 
dations, it  would  be  in  vain  to  expect  any  peace 
with  the  Indian  tribes.  The  power  of  C(Higre«s 
to  legislate,  independent  of  treaties,  it  was  also 
said,  must  oe  admitted ;  for  it  is  impossible  that 
every  case  should  be  provided  for  by  those  treaties. 

The  question  being  called  for,  Mr.  Clark  rose 
and  observed,  that  he  conceived  it  was  of  import- 
ance that  the  House  should  vote  with  their  eyes 
open ;  and,  to  enaUe  them  to  do  this,  he  said  he 
should  read  the  ordinance  of  the  late  Congress, 
passed  in  1787,  respecting  the  settlement  of  the 
Western  country.  He  observed  that  he  believed 
very  few  of  the  members  had  turned  their  atten- 


D  to  it.    He  accordingly  read  such  parts  of  the 
linauce  as  he  thought  essential  to  the  poi 
which  was  to  show  that  the  clause  of  the  bill  n< 


under  consideration  would  in  its  operation  riolate 
the  solemn  stipulations  with  the  settlers  contained 
in  Uie  ordinance,  as  full  provision  is  contained 
the  ordinance  to  institute  all  civil  and  criminal 
processes.  The  motion  for  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion was  negatived.  The  amendments  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to,  with 
some  amendments.  Various  subsequent  amend- 
meots  were  moved,  with  various  success,  some 
being  agreed  to  and  others  reiected.  Without 
finishing  the  discussion  of  the  bill,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

Fridat,  December  31. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  providing  for  the  reimbursement 
of  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States: 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Ralston,  Assignee  of  the 
estate  of  Thomas  Barclay,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  payment  may  be 
made  to  him  as  legal  re|wesentBtive  of  the  said 
Thomas  Barclay,  for  the  amount  of  certain  claims 
for  services  rendered  by  him  to  the  United  States 
previous  to  the  16th  day  of  May,  1791. 

Ordered,  That  the  Mid  petition  be  referred  to 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  ii 
o  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
ipon  to  the  House. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
aitlee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  to  ucer- 
sin  the  fees  demandable  on  Admiralty  proceed- 
ings, in  the  District  Courts  of  the  Unitea  States, 
and  to  amend,  in  part,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  government  and  regulation  of  seamen  in 
the  merchants'  service^"  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
progress. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  Ladrance,  from  the  committee  appoiated, 
presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Oovemment  Tor  ibe  year  1793 ;  which 

as  read  twice  and  coounitted. 

Mr.  Steelb  pnxtosed  that  the  bill  should  be 
postponed  to  the  Krst  Monday  in  Jantiary.  He 
observed  that  be  bad  laid  a  motion  on  the  taUe 
for  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  to  reduce  die  mili- 
tary Establishment  of  the  United  States.  This 
appropriation  bill  makes  provision  for  the  present 
establishment ;  and  if  it  is  acted  upon  9nA  passed 
immediately  it  will  preclude  an  opportunitjr  for 
discussing  tne  merits  of  the  proposition  contained 

the  motion  which  he  had  made. 

The  motion  for  the  first  Monday  in  Janoary 

as  negatived. 

Mr.  Steele  then  moved  the  last  Monday  in 
December;  which  being  put,  was  carried. 
INDIAN  TRADE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  lo  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribes.  A  motion  to  amend  the  flAh  section 
by  altering  the  clause  which  makes  it  felony  for 
any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  un- 
lawfully to  invade  any  Indian  settlement,  to  fine 
and  imprisonment  for  that  crime,  occasioned  cod* 
siderabte-  debate,  This  motion  was  finally  sufter- 
ceded  by  one  to  recommit  the  bill ;  which  being 
carried,  il  was  recommitted  to  the  select  commit- 
tee which  reported  il.  On  motion,  Mr.  Baldwin 
and  Mr.  Mitrrat  were  added  to  the  coDunittee. 


Monday,  December  24. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  enrolling  and  licensing 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade  and  fisheries,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
the  borough  of  Wilmiagton  in  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  piay- 
ing  that  so  much  of  the  existing  revenue  laws  of 
the  United  States  as  do  not  allow  a  drawback 
upon  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  unless  they 
are  exported  from  the  district  or  port  in tp  whicn 
they  were  originally  imported,  may  be  revised 
and  amended. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  the 
copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Georgia, 
together  with  an  enclosure,  relative  to  Indian  af- 
birs  in  the  Southern  deportment;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Spcretary  of  \he  Treasury 
be  directed  to  ky  before  this  House  an  account  of 
the  applicatioD  of  the  moneys  borrowed  in  Ant' 
werp  aad  An)sierdain,  for  the  United  States, 
wilEin  the  preseat  year. 

REIMBURSEMENT  OP  LOAN. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oa  the  bill  to  provide  for  a  reimburse- 
ment of  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States — Mr.  WntTE  in  the  Chair. 

The  bill  was  read  by  the  Chairman,  and  then 
considered  in  patagrapns. 
■     The  first  section  being  read — 

Mr.  QiLEs  said  he  was  rather  in  fevor  of  post- 
poning the  subject;  but  if  it  is  peculiarly  ai^an- 
Ugeons  to  the  interest  of  the  iJniled  St 


make  provision  for  this  object  immediately,  he 
suggested  whether  it  would  not  be  better,  if  pos' 
sime,  to  provide  for  it  without  having 


the  expedient  of  a  new  loan.  He  was  averse  to 
increasing  the  Debt  of  the  United  States  by  addi- 
liooal  loans.  He  was  rather  in  favor  of  applying 
the  property  beionEing  to  the  United  States  in 
the  Bank  of  the  tJnited  States  for  the  purpose. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  section  should  be 
stricken  out  which  provides  for  a  loan,  in  order  to 
snbetitute  a  clause  providing  for  the  sale  of  the 
shares  in  (he  Bank,  owned  by  the  United  States, 
that  the  proceeds  may  be  applied  to  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  Loan. 

Mr.  SeiHjwicK  doubted  whether  the  motion  was 
in  order,  as  it  went  to  a  totally  different  object 
from  any  s[vecified  in  the  bill. 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  a  motion  to  strike 
oat  the  section  was  in  order. 

Mr.  FfTzsiMONS  observed  that,  if  the  idea  of 
the  ^ntleman  was  adopted,  he  was  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  sale  of  tne  snares  would  not  pro- 
duce a  sum  adequate  to  the  object,  as  bringing 
such  a  number  of  shares  to  marker  would  un- 
doubtedly reduce  the  price  greatly  below  the  pre- 

Mr.  Giles  said  he  was  rather  desirous  of  a  post- 

Sonement  of  the  subject;  he  was  not  prepared  to 
ecide  upon  it ;  he  suspected  many  gentlemen  in 
the  Committee  were  in  the  same  predicament; 
he  would  therefore  withdraw  his  motion  for  strik- 
ing out,  under  a  pursuasion  that  no  sudden  deci- 
sion would  take  place. 

Mr.  FiTzaiMOKS  slated^everal  reasons  why  the 
Committee  should  proceed  in  the  business;  par- 
ticulariy  as  it  involves  an  economical  disposal  of 
property  now  lying  useless,  and  a  provision  for 
the  support  of  the  public  credit;  no  increase  of 
the  public  debt  is  contemplated,  said  he,  but  di- 
rectly the  reverse, 

Mr.  Clare  said  he  never,  while  he  had  a 
in  the  House,  would  consent  to  a  foreign  1 
unless  the  eiigencies  of  the  counirv  were  much 
greater  than  at  present.  He  had  rattier  pay  » 
and  a  half  per  cent,  to  our  own  citizens  than  five 
per  cent,  to  foreigners.  He  objected  lo  the  indefi- 
niteness  of  the  section  and  moved  to  amend  it  by 

adding  a  clause  whicli  should  confine  the  1 

within  the  United  States. 


Mr.  FiTZsmoNs  suggested  to  Mr.  Clark  a  pro- 
iso,  a^eeable  to  his  own  idea,  that  the  interest 
be  at  SIX  or  eight  per  cent. 

Mr.  Clark  replied  that  he  had  no  doubt  it 
might  be  had  at  six  per  cent.,  or  less. 

Mr.  Williamson  said  he  wished  the  gentleman 
would  point  out  how  he  would  contrive  to  pre- 
vent foreigners  from  being  our  creditors,  even  by 
confining  the  Loan  to  the  United  States.  At  an 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  you  will  in  fact  give  a 
premium  of  above  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  which  might  be  saved  by  opening  a 
Loan  at  five  per  cent,  in  Europe.  Devise  what 
contrivance  you  please,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  it  must  be 
a  foreign  Loan. 

Mr.  BocniKOT  observed  that  the  motion  of  his 
colleague  amounted  to  the  same  thing  in  the  re- 
sult as  the  motion  for  striking  ont  the  secti<»i. 
The  Loan  is  now  at  six  per  cent. :  to  say  that  a 
new  Loan  shall  be  made  at  six  per  cent,  to  pay  it 
off.  is  losing  all  the  advantages  proposed  by  the 
bill.    He  was  therefore  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
rise  and  report  progiesa.  He  observed  that  very 
material  information  was  wanted,  in  his  opinion, 
to  enable  the  Committee  to  proceed  understand- 
ingly  in  the  matter.  "■ 

The  motion  for  the  Committee's  risingwas  put 
and  negatived. 

•Mr.  Clark's  motion  to  amend  the  section,  by 
adding  the  word  "within"  before  "United  States," 
Tus  also  negatived. 

The  Committee  proceeded  through  the  discus- 
sion of  the  remainit^  sections. 

Mr.  Madison  offered  several  observations  to 
show  the  propriety  of  postponing  the  bill  for  a 
few  days,  m  order  to  the  members  having  lime  to 
revolve  in  their  minds  several  propositions  which 
have  been  suggested  in  relation  to  this  subject — 
whether  by  an  appropriation  of  the  sum,  which  it 
is  said  now  lies  dormant  in  the  Treasury,  whether 
by  a  sale  of  the  shares  in  the  Bank,  or  by  a  Loan, 
to  provide  for  the  object. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONS  stated  some  objections  lo  what 
fell  from  the  gentleman  last  speaking.  The  gen- 
tleman's idea  goes  to  an  immediate  interference 
with  an  apprapriation  already  made,  and  leaves 
to  a  contingency  a  provision  to  supply  its  place. 

Mr.  Madison  replied  to  Mr.  Fitzsihons.  He 
thought  the  gentleman  offered  as  good  a  reason  as 
he  could  have  suggested  in  favor  of  applying  the 
monej  in  the  Treasury  to  the  object  now  in 
question. 

Mr.  Giles  uiged  postponement.  He  remarked 
that  the  zeal  shown  by  some  gentlemen  to  pre- 
cipitate the  matter  to  a  decision,  amounted  to  an 
exercise  of  deliberation  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Seduwice  stated  several  reasons  which 
rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  that  no  delay 
should  take  place. 

A  motion  being  made  that  the  Committee 
should  rise  and  report  the  bi1],the  samebeingput, 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and  reported 
the  bill,  with  one  amendment;  which  was^  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  fifteen,"  in  the  first  section, 
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refeiriiig  to  the  tune  for  which  the  Loan  should 
be  inade.  This  amendmeni  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  and  the  bill  laid  aa  the  table  by  general 
consent. 

WcoNEeDAV,  December  26. 

Mt.  Ben aoN.from  (he committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  provide  for  the  allowuice  of  inte- 
rest on  tbe  aum  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  lesol^' 
of  Congress  of  the  38tfa  of  September,  1TS3,  as  i 
uidenuiity  to  tbe  persons  therein  named  ;  which 
was  read  the  first  time. 

REIMBURSEMENT  OF  LOAN. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  reimbuTsemenl  of  a  Loan  made  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  which  lay  on  tbe 
table.    Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  amend  thi 
said  bill  by  siriliing  out  the  first  section,  in  tb< 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Be  ii  enaettd  by  the  Stnate  and  Hotue  of  Seprt- 
tenioHiietoftlte  Umttd  Staira  ofAmerita  m  Congrttt 
a—embkd.  That  the  Pteeident  of  ths  Umted  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereliy.  tutluvind  to  eanu  to  be  borrowed, 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not  excvading  ti 
millions  of  doUan,  at  an  intereit  not  eii»ading  five  ^r 
centAUD  per  annum,  to  be  applied  to  the  reimbursement 
of  a  loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  eleventh  section  of  tbe  KCt  entitled  '  4^0 
met  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States :'  Providtd,  That  no  engagement  or  con- 
tract shall  be  entered  into  which  shall  preclude  tSe 
United  States  from  reimbursing  anj  sum  or  sums  bor- 
rowed within  years  aAer  the  aanie  shall  be  lent 

or  advanced." 

Mr.  Steele  declared  himself  in  iavor  of  the 
tenlion  of  tbe  bilL  He  wished  the  honor  of  the 
country  to  be  preserved,  and  its  debts  duly  dis- 
charged, as  much  as  any  man ;  but  be  could  not 
approve  of  the  repeated  practice  of  making  new 
loans.  The  facility  of  borrowing  money  is  mostly 
attended  with  dangerous  consequences,  both  to 
individuals  and  to  States,  For  his  part  notwith- 
standing the  unpopular  appearance  of  direct  tax- 
ation, he  would  prefer  it  to  tbe  systein  of  loans. 
He  was  anxious  to  hear  the  opinions  of  other  gen- 
tlemen, and  wished  the  subject  might  be  fairly 
discussed,  in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  for 
which,  he  bad  moved  that  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  be  struck  out,  so  that,  if  this  motion  should 
prevail,  some  other  plan  than  borrowing  might  be 
substituted. 

Mr.  GiLBS  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Madison  was  deiiirous  to  hear  the  reasons 
that  could  be  given  by  the  friends  of  the  bill  for 
requiring  so  much  greater  a  loan  than  the  sum  de- 
mantUble  by  the  Bank.  He  observed,  that  there 
was  a  large  balance  of  money  lyit^  in  the  Trea- 
sury unappropriated,  at  least,  to  his  knowledge. 
If,  however,  this  balance  was  appropriated  by  Ine 
Executive,  he  wished  to  know  it.  He  die  not 
suppose  but  that  if  it  was,  it  must  have  been  done 
with  propriety ;  and  he  would  be  one  of  the  last 
men  m  the  House  to  injure  any  existing  appro- 
priation. 


Mr.  SEnawiGK,  who  was  of  the  committee  that 
reported  the  bill,  rose  to  reply  to  Mr.  MaiHBon. 
He  said,  that  the  subject  involved  a  degree  of  de- 
licacy at  present  which  perhaps  it  wouu  be  better 
not  10  express.  It  is  known  that  money  has  be«u 
borrowed  for  certain  purposes  which  has  not  yet 
been  applied  ;  bnt  this  money-,  he  thongbt,  ought 
not  to  be  diverted  to  other  purposes,  without  pro- 
viding a  substitute  to  replace  the  sum  which  might 
be  diverted,  and  such  provision  ought  to  be  made 
before  the  time  when  it  would  be  wanted  to  an- 
swer tbe  original  ap^opriation.  In  reply  to  Mr. 
Steele,  he  said,  this  new  loan  was  not  intended 
the  debt  of  the  United  States,  but  to 


t.  with  a 

Mr.  Maj)i8oh  said,  that  either  tbe  public  money 
lying  dormant  in  the  Treasury  is  or  is  not  appro- 
priated. If  it  is  appropriated  for  carrymg  on  the 
Indian  war,  he  was  of  opinion  it  could  not  be 
touched  by  a  diversion  in  favor  of  the  Baak,up(Hi 
tbe  uncertainty  of  having  it  replaced  by  a  fresh 
loan  to  answer  the  original  specific  appropriation. 
Perhaps  (said  Mr.  M.)  I  am  ignorant  of  my  situft- 
tion ;  if  so,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  relieve  me  by 
exirfaijiing  candidly  the  real  state  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Baldwih  bad  recourse  to  tbe  two  acts  for 
empowering  the  President  to  borrow  twelve  mil- 
lions of  doluTs,  and  afterwards  two  millions.  The 
former  was  to  answer  an  existing  demand  against 
tbe  United  States;  the  latter  was  made  at  the 
Bank  for  another  purpose,  and  all  that  is  demand- 
able  is  tbe  first  instalment  and  interest,  which  be 
was  willing  to  have  discharged,  but  he  was  op- 
posed to  replacing  it  by  a  new  foreign  loan.  He 
remarked,  that  the  Umted  States  had  been  regu- 
lar in  paying  ofi'  their  interest  and  instalments — 
and  of  tbe  foreign  debt  there  is  only  a  port  de- 
mandable — but  the  disposition  of  the  whole  is  dis- 
liked i  and  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  United  States 
alter  it,  by  makiiig  provision  for  the  whole 
aunt,  if  they  please  to  do  so.  The  President  is 
horized  to  do  this,  provided  he  can  do  it  on  ad- 
itageous  terms.  The  creditors  were  not  con- 
sulted when  this  law  was  made,  and  the  United 
States  will  be  guilty  of  no  breach  of  faJth  pro- 
vided they  pay  their  interest  and  instalments  as 
they  fall  due. 

Mr.  Oerry  went  over  the  laws  respecting  the 
former  loans,  and  the  law  for  redeeming  the  pub- 
lic debt,  also  the  act  fiy  making  the  loan  at  the 
Bank.    From  all  which,  he  arsued  that  the  ques- 
tion was  simply  reduced  to  this :  Whether  the 
President  shall  be  empowered  to  take  upa  loanat 
five  to  pay  a  sum  borrowed  at  six  per  cent,  inte- 
rest, and  provisionallv  to  make  use  of  the  money 
obtained  by  loan  wbicn  is  at  present  lyin^  inactive'! 
And  if  this  be  not  agreed  to,  tbe  United  States 
must  go  on  paying  to  the  Bank  annually,  for  ten 
years,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and,  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  fift^five  thousand  dollars  more 
will  have  been  paid  there,  if  the  President  vvas 
■  authorized  to  borrow  at  five  per  cent.    The 
ition,  therefore,  was,  is  this  sum  worth  savingT 
his  part,  be  was  against  paying  a  higber  m- 
st  anywhere  than  five  per  cent. ;  and,  with  re- 
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gttrd  to  tbteignera,  if  it  wits  Bllef(«d  that  our  stocks 
would  be  kept  from  getting  out  of  the  hands  of 
our  own  cilizem  as  muoh  as  possible,  he  tboughi 
this  a  Tain  expectatioii,  foi  it  is  impossible  to  pre- 
vent it,  so  long  as  foreigners  find  it  tbnr  interest 
to  putcliaee. 

An  idea  had  been  Matted  of  selling  oat  part  of 
the  stock  owned  by  the  United  States,  as  this 
'Would  lower  the  price  by  thFOwing  too  great 
qtMmtity  into  martcei.    He  should  prefer  keepin 
it  until  cbe  present  disorders  in  Europe  8ubside( 

Mr.  Williamson  did  not  approve  of  the  moiioi  ^ 
because  he  was  opposed  to  the  idea  of  selling  the 
Bank  stock  belonging  to  the  United  Btates.  He 
rather  wished  that  they  held  twice  as  much  pro- 
perty in  that  institution.  But,  if  the  stock  was 
sold,  it  wouU  pass  into  foreign  hands,  and  the 
country  would  be  drained  of  the  specie.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  better  to  keep  it  in  circulation  in  the 
country.  It  is  the  only  thinz  that  can  be  called 
secure.  Indeed,  he  doubted  whether  chat  property 
could  be  honestly. parted  with,  considering  that  the 
law  incorporating  the  Bonk  speeificallv  prorides 
for  the  retaining  two  millions  of  dollers  stock. 
The  other  eight  millions  has  been  subscribed  for, 
perhaps  the  greatest  part  of  it  by  foreigtiers  or 
other  agents,  and  now,  if  the  motion  under  con- 
sideration prevails,  we  shall  throw  away  out  of 
our  hands  tne  remaining  two  millions.  It  certain- 
ly gave  a  security  and  solidity  to  the  institution, 
and  was  an  encouragement  to  many  subscribers, 
the  idea  that  the  United  States  held  a  considera- 
Ue  share  of  the  stock ;  but  now,  to  dispose  of  that 
stock  would  be  putting  them  in  a  worse  situation 
than  they  origioaily  were.  It  would  have  an  effect 
something  like  an  ex  post/aclo  law. 

Mr.  MADiaon  expressed  some  surprise  at  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  last  up,  because  they 
Were  absolutely  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  gen- 
tleman's opinion,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  all  former  occasions;  for  it  has  hilheito 
bean  held  up  ae  a  valuable  and  secure  resource  in 
case  of  emersency  to  have  that  stock  to  dispose  of, 
and  why  ah^  it  not  be  of  the  sane  quality  with 
the  slock  of  any  otl»r  subsoriber — transferable  7 
It  is  the  first  time  (said  Mr.  M.)  1  ever  heard 
the  thing  denied,  that  the  United  States  should 
dispose  of  their  stock  whenever  it  became  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  to  do  it,  with  equal  facility 
as  other  stockholders  do.  I  believe,  however,  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  WiluaMbomJ  may  have  been 
tight  in  his  intentions,  but  he  is  certainly  wrong 
in  theapplicBtioDof  hisargmnents.  Mr. M. again 
Ofieaaea  a  deaiie  that  some  candid  explanation 
might  be  given  respecting  the  appropriation  of 
the  money  lying  dormant  in  the  Treasury,  whe- 
ther it  was  demanded  abroad  by  tlie  comtry  to 
which  it  was  due,  and  for  which  it  had  been  boi- 
towed.  There  was  not  any  necessity  for  hurry- 
ing adecisionononeparl  of  the  question — respect- 
ing (he  propriety  of  borrowing  at  five  per  cent,  to 
pay  offa  debt  at  six,  that  could  be  deliberated  upon 
without  precipitation.  The  other  cart  of  the  quea- 
ticm  involved  a  very  different  subject,  that  d"  di- 
verting a  sum  already  appropriated  for  a  particu- 


lar purpose,  and  applying  it  to  another  purpose, 
they  paying  the  Bank  instalment,  dtc.,ana  this  on 
no  oetter  foundation  than  the  uncertainty  of  a  new 
loan  toieplaoe  the  original  appropriation.  He  de- 
clared, that  he  could  not  see  how  gentlemen  would 
be  able  to  answer  to  their  constitnenta  for  such 
ctmducL  especially  if  it  wDs  originally  inteitded 
to  satisfy  the  debt  or  instalments  due  to  France — 
a  debt  of  justice  and  of  gratitude.  If  it  was  ii»- 
tended  to  pay  a  debt  to  support  a  ^orious  cause, 
the  cause  of  liberty,  he  wished  ii  could  be  sent 
there,  if  possible,  on  the  wings  of  the  windl  It 
may  be  argued  that  the  whole  of  this  debt  is  not 
yei  demandable^  y^t,  as  an  appropriation  has  been 
made  to  pay  it,  it  is  presumable  that  it  would  be 
nirticularly  acebptaMe,  from  the  sitmiion  of 
France  at  this  time.  He  concluded  by  declaring 
his  dissent  from  any  diversion  of  the  appropria- 
ti(Hi,  unless  further  Ught  could  be  thrown  on  the 
subject  than  had  yet  ajqieared. 

Mi.  WiI/Uamson  loee  to  explain.  In  regard  to 
the  notice  which  Mr.  Muiison  had  taken  of  his 
arguments,  he  proved  that  the  last-named  gentle- 
man  had  misunderstood  him,  and  that  he  was 
equally  anxious  with  him,  both  as  to  the  honor  of 
cbe  country  and  the  propriety  of  its  a 

Mr.  HiLLRonsE  was  against  the  mo , 

favor  of  making  the  new  loan.  He  said  nothing 
as  to  th-    ''-     ■-'■-' 

It  was  his  opinion  there  had  beenno  demand  luaue 
on  the  part  of  that  country. 

Mr.  McRRAV  expressed  opinions  very  nearly 
similar  to  those  of  Mr.  Baldwin.  He  partieularly 
noticed  (hat  cbe  President  was  allowed  a  discre- 
'  power  to  extend  the  loans,  or  not,  as  he 
judge  the  interests  of  the  country  wncem- 
ed.  He  took  a  general  view  of  the  argiunents  ad- 
vanced by  Mr.  MADWon  and  Mr.  Wii.i.i*hsoh, 
and  noticed  the  honorable  course  of  France. 
Mr.  HADiaoii  rose  again  to  explain  in  regard  to 
ception  of  his  argomenu  by  Mr.  Wrt/- 
He  was  willing  to  adroit  of  any  reason 
for  a  diversion  of  the  appropriation  of  the  form^ 
loan  intended  to  pay  part  of  our  debt  to  France, 

—     jj^  would  admit  of  any  reason  from 

e  but  one,  and  that  was,  what  he  bad 

heard  alleged,  not  in  but  out  of  Congress:  "That 

there  would  ever  exist  a  possibility  of  paving  the 

debt  over  again."    This  ceason  he  could  never 

t ;  because,  although  it  might  be  vainly  pre- 

:d  that  the  present  Government  of  France 

lot  yet  arrived  at  a  proper  stage  of  maturity, 

t  must  be  evident  to  all  the  rational  part  of 

mankind  that  it  was  suSciently  established  to  in- 

re  it  against  all  possibility  of  a  rettograde  mo- 

m. 

Mr.  Oii,Ee  had  second»l  the  motion  of  Mr. 

FEELE  on  this  ground,  that,  although  a  sum  of 

'o  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  wanted  on  the 

first  of  January,  to  pay  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States,  yet,  it  did  not  follow  from  thence  that  two 

millions  must  be  borrowed.    He  remarked,  that 

member  had  yet  offered  any  explanation,  on 

behalf  of  the  Executive,  bow  the  money  lying 

dormant  was  disposed  of,  or  intended  to  be.    He 
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could  not  see  any  great  advantage  in  borrowing 
a  new  loan,  although  at  five  pet  cent.,  when  it 
muEC  be  considered  that  an  agency  or  douceur  has 
always  been  paid  of  from  four  to  five  per  cent., 
over  and  above  the  interest.  This  premium  en- 
tirely destroys  the  arguments  of  gain  to  the  Unit- 
ed States ;  for  we  shall  lose  sixty  thousand  dollars 
hy  it,  and,  until  the  tenu  of  fifteen  years  shall 
have  arrived,  we  will  not  make  a  begiuning  of 
savings,  ace (Hding  to  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  this  very  subject.  After  some 
farther  Temarka,  Mr.  GiLsa  moved  that  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  lay  before 
the  House  a  statement  of  the  loans  andtl^e  appli 

Mi.  Findlev  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  the 

Mr.  Steele  particularljr  observed,  that,  iu  the 
course  of  the  debate,  a  eluomering  of  lieht  bad 
been  opened  on  the  subject  of  loans,  which  he 
hoped  mig^t  lead  to  a  complete  investigation. 
Loans  had  originated  in  an  mteniion  of  saving 
money  to  the  public ;  but  it  was  now  become  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  see  how  much  new  debt  had 
been  created,  and  what  proportion  it  bore  to  the 
amount  estinguished.  For  his  part,  he  would 
rather  a  paltry  sum  of  sixteen  tnousand  dollars 
were  lost  to  the  United  States  than  that  the  House 
should  go  on  voting  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  Venabi^  said,  that,  considering  the  dou- 
ceurs and  premiums  which  had  been  paid  for  fo- 
reign loans  at  a  low  interest,  we  were  now  in  a 
worse  situacioD  than  before  those  loans  had  been 
contracted  for,  because  they  had  increased  the 
capital  of  our  public  debt  eighty  thousand  dollars, 
and  it  will  requite  a  term  oT  four  years  to  bring 
about  an  eqvuility  in  the  interest,  and  to  reduce  it 
to  an  average  of  five  per  cent- 

In  reply  to  this,  Mr.  Fitzbimons  took  occasion 
to  correct  a  mistake  which  the  last  mentioned 
member  had  committed.  The  premiums  and  dou- 
ceurs paid  on  difierent  loans,  be  said,  had  not 
averaged  more  than  from  four  to  four  and  a  half 
and  five  per  ceut.  on  the  whole  capital ;  and  he 
called  upon  the  House  to  witness  whether  there 
was  not  a  very  material  difference  between  the 
capital  at  five  per  cent,  and  one  at  six  per  cent. 
It  must  be  evident  there  is  so  great  a  difierence 
in  the  capital  that  the  five  per  cent,  reduces  every 
£100  at  six  per  cent,  to  £83  6s.  Sd.,  besides  the 
continual  and  multiplied  decrease  produced  on  the 
reduced  interest  itself. 

Mr.  VENABI.E  said,  the  gentleman's  arguments 
would  only  hold  good  upon  a  supposition  that  the 
capital  was  never  to  be  paid ;  but  it  must  be  grant- 
ed that  the  United  States  have  retained  the  power 
of  paying  it  ofi"  at  any  time,  and  in  this  case  the 
ar^ments  in  favor  of  new  loans  accompanied 
with  premium  falls  to  the  ground. 

Mr.  Oerby  andMi.  Bohdinot  insisted  that  the 
loan  contemplated  would  produce  the  great  saving 
to  the  United  States  of  tl60,000  in  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Tdcksb  was  against  striking  out  the  whole 
of  the  first  section,  unless  a  substitute  was  adopted 
to  pay  off  the  instalment  to  the  Bank  of  $200  000, 
but  be  observed,  that,  as  there  was  a  dividenddue 


from  the  Bank  upon  the  Mock  owned  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  $60,000,  it  would  therefore  be  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  no  more  than  the  sum  of 
$140,000. 

The  question  being  called  for,  was  put,  upon 
striking  out  the  whole  of  the  first  section,  and 
passed  in  the  negative — yeas  18,  nays  35,  as  fol- 

riii.-^ohn  B«pti«A»hB,  AbrahMn  Baldwin,  Wil- 
Bam  Findley,  William  B.  GUes,  Chriatofdier  Greenup, 
WiUiain  Bany  Grove,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  James  Madir 
son,  Andrew  Moore,  Joeioh  Parker,  ComeUua  C. 
Schoonmaker,  Peter  Sylvester,  Israel  Smith.  Jobs 
Steele,  Jonathui  Sturges,  Thomaa  Sumpter,  Thomaa 
Trednell,  and  Abraham  Veneble. 

Nira.— Fisher  Ame«,  Robert  BunweD,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Bouiiinot,  Shaarjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  FitisimonB,  El- 
bridge  Geny,  Kicholaa  Gilnian,  Benjamin  Goodhue. 
Jamet  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomaa 
Hanley,  James  HiUhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  larael  Jacoba, 
Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kilchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Amam 
LefUTi'ed,  George  Leonard,  Samuel  LiventfUre,  Joha 
Milledge,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Miles,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Tho- 
mas Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth.  Aleiandv 
While,  Hugh  Williamaon,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion put,  to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking  out,  in 
the  said  first  section,  the  words  "  two  millions  of 
dollars,"  and  insetting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words 
"two  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one^ftb 
ol  the  members  present,  there  appeared — veas  27 
nays  26.  ' 

Whereupon,  the  Speaker  declared  himself  with 
the  nays. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 
,  John  BaptuI  Ashe,  Abrahun  Baldwin,  William 
Findley,  William  B.  Gilea,  Christopher  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  (irove, 
Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  James 
Madimn,  John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelias  C.  ScbooamakeT,  Istad 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Sturgea,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham 
Venable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and 
Francis  Willis. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Jonathan  Tnunbnli,  Bptaker,  Fisher  Ames,  Robert 
BirnweU,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shear- 
jashnb  Boame.  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Day- 
ton, Thomas  Fitisimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  GU- 
mali,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Tbomaa  Hart- 
ley, James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  John 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Sa- 
mtiet  Livermore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick. Peter  Sylvester,  William  Smith,  Georgv  Thatcher, 
and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth. 

And  so  the  said  question  was  lost. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded, 

amend  the  said  bill  hy  striking  out,  in  the  said 
first  section,  the  words  "  not  exceeding."  and  in- 
serting, in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  whicL.  incliid- 
ipg  the  expense,  shall  not  exceed ;"  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 
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OnUred,  That  ihe  further  consideralioD  of  the 
mid  bill  be  postponed  until 


THCTBSDAy,  December  27. 
A  bill  10  provide  for  the  allowance  of  interest 
on  the  sum  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  resolTe  of 
Congress  of  the  28th  of  September,  1785,  as  an 
indemnity  to  the  peraoiis  therein  named,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

JBuoived,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  eaose  this  Honse  to  be  fur- 
nished iritb  a  particular  account  of  the  several 
snma  borrowed  under  his  authority  by  the  United 
States  ;  the  terms  on  which  each  loan  has  been 
obtained  ;  the  applications  to  which  any  of  the 
moneys  have  been  made^  agreeably  to  appropria- 
tions ;  and  the  balances,  if  any,  which  remain  un- 
applied. In  this  statement  it  is  rec^uested  that  it 
may  be  specified  at  what  times  interest  com- 
menced on  (he  several  sums  obtained,  and  at 
what  times  it  was  stopped  by  the  several  pay- 
ments made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  Pbesidbht  op  tub  Uhitw  Statbb  by 
the  Speaebr. 

A  petition  of  William  EUery,  Collector  of  the 
Distnct-of  Newport,  in  ihe  State  of  Rhode  Island 
aikd  Providence  Pkntations,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  the  compensation 
allowed  him  by  law  may  be  increased,  and  ren- 
dered more  adequate  to  his  lervices. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  thai  the  House 
do  now  proceed  to  the  fbrther  consideration  of  thi 
bill  proridins  for  the  reimbursement  of  a  Loan 
made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Hr.  WBrrc,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  rwnlate  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes,  reported  an  amend- 
atory bill;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  ace ordinsly  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee ;  and  auer  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto;  which 
read,  and  partly  considered. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  amendments  be  put  off  until  to-morrow. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  ascer- 
tain thefees  demandsble  on  Admiralty  proceedings 
in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  Stales,  and  to 
amend,  in  part,  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
government  and  regulation  of  seamen  in  t 
chants'  service ;"  and,  after  some  time  spei 
in,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Co 
had  again  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 

ents,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  a  state- 
ment of  the  present  organization  of  the  troops; 
also,  Returns  of  the  commissioned  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  privates,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

FnioAy,  December  38. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
late  New  Hampshire  line  of  the  Continental  Army 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  prayioK  that 
the  depreciation  which  accrued  on  the  certittcates 
of  Debt  granted  them  in  reward  for  their  military 
services  during  the  late  war  may  be  made  good  to 
them,  or  such  other  relief  afforde'd  them  as  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  United  States  wilt 
admit ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 


a 


mandable  on  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to  amend,  ii 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  sovemmeE 

lation  of  seamen  in  the  mercliants'  service ;" 
and  the  said  amendments  being  severally  twice 
read,  wer&  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  by  the  House-  And  then,  the  said  bill,  being 
further  amended,  was,  tc^ther  with  the  amenif 
meuts,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  on  Monday  next. 

REDUCTION  OP  THE  AHMT. 

Mr.  Steele  called  up  his  resolution  laid  on  the 
table  some  days  ago,  as  follows : 

"  Saoved,  That  ■  cranmittee  bs  appointed  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  ■  UIl  to  reduce  the  militai;  MtabtiahmenI 

of  the  United  Ststei  to  icgiinenls  or  corps, 

onuisting  each  of non-commiauoned  offioera, 

pnvBteB  tmd  mnsicsns.  with  such  proportion  of  comnus- 
noned  officers  u  the  Pbisisibt  ma;  think  proper  to 
continue  in  service ;  and  to  repeal  ao  much  of  an  act, 
passed  Ae  fifth  of  March,  one  thousand  MTen  hundred 
and  ninety-two,  entitled  'An  act  for  making  briber 
and  more  elleetnal  provinon  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,' a* 


Mr.  Steele,  in  proposing  the  above  resolution, 
said,  the  situation  of  the  frontiers,  and  the  in- 
efficiency of  the  measures  adopted,  through  the 
medium  of  the  War  Department,  to  relieve 
them;  the  extreme  burdens  which  those  mea- 


jures  were  heading  on  the  people,  and  the  pro- 


bability of  the*ir  "continuance,' afforded    ainplc 


iquiry.  and  to  sit  silent  on  such  an  o 
he  thougnt,  would  be  to  partake  of  and 


support  the  errors  from  which  those  misfortui 
may  have  arisen.  The  citizens  of  the  United 
States^  he  said,  were  of  a  peaceable  and  patient 
disj»osition,  ana  they  have  with  cheerfulness  ac- 
quiesced in  the  measures  of  the  National  Legis- 
lature ;  but  they  were  not  become  so  tame  as  to 
snbmit  to  immense  and  fruitless  expenses,  and  the 
disgrace  of  their  military  character  to  answer  any 
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TEiin  projects  of  folly  and  ambition,  without  a 

SFOspect  of  guaranteeing  a  peace.    Is  it  not  e-' 
ent,  said  he,  that  plaiis!naTe  been  persevered 
without  regard  to  common  sense,  by  an  uni 
sory  increase  of  our  Army,  until  the  indigi .      _ 
of  Ine  whole  Continent  has  been  roused  up  against 
it? 

To  elucidate  this  positioD,  Mr.  S.  recited  the 
eipenaes,  charges,  and  incre^e  of  the  War  De- 
partment tram  its  first  establishment  under  the 
present  Government,  to  its  present  enormous  de- 
mands, which,  for  the  year  1793,  are  no  less, 
agreeably  to  the  CBtimaie  furnished  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  than  $1,171,719.  More  than 
double  the  sum  neceasary  for  the  support  of  all 
the  other  branches  of  the  National  Graveroment. 
The  better  to  illustrste  this  subject  of  the  Indian 
war,  he  entered  into  comparative  statements  of 
the  years  1790,  '91,  "92^  and  '93.  And^  animtii)- 
vertiog  on  the  difiereift  items  of  calcubtion,  he  as- 
serted, in  strong  terms,  that  they  exceeded  every 
thing  thai  the  history  of  the  Indian  wars  afforded 
for  twenty  years  back ;  he  wished  any  gentlt 
to  enter  into  an  investigation  and  comparison  of 
the  alarming  increase  of  the  eipenses  of  the  De- 


n  neither 


ationally  for  the  occasion 
tabtishmenl.  There  was  no  precedent  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  States,  not  one  of  them  hare  a  War 
Department;  neither  was  it  contemplated  in  the 
Conetitutitm  of  the  United  Stales.  Yet  it  has,  in 
the  short  space  of  three  or  four  years,  been  impos- 
ing on  the  coimtry  burdaaswhichlhe  people  have 
at  length  expressed  their  abhorrence  ofj  it  has 
been  increased  (137,000  in  1789,  to  the  extrava- 
gant  demand  now  required,  of  $1,171,719  and 
860,000  contingencies  for  the  support  of  1793. 
This  is  so  alarming  an  increase,  that  it  calls  louil- 

gfor  reformation,  or  the  entire  abolition  of  the 
cpartment,  and  that  another  system  shall  be 
adopted  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers.  Armies 
of  regulars  wUl  never  afford  protection ;  they  liave 
never  answered  any  good  purpose  against  the  In- 
dians from  the  time  of  Braddook's  defeat  down  to 
that  of  Major  General  St  Clair,  although  this 
last  pientioned  unfortunate  expedition  cost  the 
United  States  an  immense  sum  of  money,  and  the 
lives  of  a  great  number  of  valuable  officers  and 
citizens.  History  and  the  experience  of  ages  have 

E roved  this  fact,  that  unwieldy  armies  will  never 
i  able  to  fight  the  savwes  in  the  wilderness ;  in- 
deed, the  Secretary  of  War  confesses  the  fact  in 
one  of  his  reports,  which  Mr.  S.  read,  wherein  the 
Secretary  accounts  for  the  ill  success  of  the  plans, 
by  observing,  ■'  that  it  was  owing  to  the  extreme 
activity  of  the  enemy  and  our  ignorance  of  Uie 
wilderness  through  which  our  troops  had  to 
march."  But  the  Secretary  might  have  also  add- 
ed, our  entire  ignorance  of  the  mode  of  carrying 
on  the  war. 

Here  Mr.  S.  took  occasion  to  observe,  that  this 
alarmingly  expensive  and  useless  Department  had 
crept  upon  the  country  entirely  from  our  fond- 
ness for  taking  up  money  on  loans;  for  had  it  not 


been  that  the  money  was  thus  obtained  witk  b 
sort  of  facility  that  was  not  directly  felt  by  ike 
people,  they  never  would  have  consented  to  be  di- 
rectly taxed  to  support  the  parade  of  so  unneee*- 
sary  an  establishment.  This  is  mj  reason  for 
being  an  enemy  to  loans;  they  deceive  the  cili- 
Eens,  and  lull  th«m  for  a  time,  in  order  to  tery 
double  contributions  afterwards. 

But  it  may  be  demanded,  how  are  the  frontier! 
to  be  protected,  if  the  Army  was  disbandad?  In 
reply  to  this,  Mr.  S.  said  he  wished  that  the  former 
two  regiments  mi^t  be  retained  to  garrison  dw 
forts,  and  that  a  mtlitia  near  the  scene  of  action 
should  be  raised^  who  would  be  able  to  make  five 
expeditions  against  the  savages  in  a  year,  if  neeoa- 
saiy,  instead  of  me  solitary  fruitless  attempt, 
which,  upon  an  average,  is  tts  much  as  a  nvufai 
army  can  do;  and  sometimes  not  so  much,  tot  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  expedition  took  plae* 
during  the  last  twelve  moniha :  moreover,  it  is 
not  so  easy  for  the  Indians  to  discover  the  pbaa 


unwieldy  army,  amssing  thcii 

heavy  artillery  through  the  woods.  The  foot  is, 
that  the  Indians  have  the  best  inteliigenoe,  kbA 
know  every  motion  of  the  Army,  and  they  can 
even  calculate  the  time  and  place  to  meet  thsm, 
and  the  numbers  of  their  tribes  that  will  be  B«- 
cessary  to  receive  such  a  fofce ;  Ihey  will  always 
be  prepared  when  a  regular  army  are  to  manih 
against  them.  But  if  the  business  be  left  to  a  mi- 
litia of  the  frontier  inhabitants,  who  know  tite 
country,  and  have  their  property  at  stake,  it  woaM 
not  cost  the  Government  one-lourth  put  of  the 
exnense  to  give  a  complete  protection,  and  to  re- 
pet  all  the  depredations  of  the  savages,  if  that  be 
our  intention.  If  it  be  the  proteotion  and  happH 
ness  of  our  brethren  on  the  frontiers — if  we  ue 
serioUs  to  check  the  progress  of  expense,  the  mo- 
tion which  Ihave  brought  forward  will  be  the  most 
efiectual  means,  and  to  establish  a  proper  MilitiB 
System.  On  this  motion,  therefore,  will  depend 
the  question,  whether  we  are  to  continue  a  fruit- 
less warfare  in  the  present  mode  for  seven  or  ten 
years,  or  shall  we  adopt  a  better  system,  which 
will  not  cost  one-fourth  of  the  expense,  and  which 
would  completely  check  the  Indians;  nay,it  would 
entirely  exterminate  them,  if  that  was  thought  to 
be  necessary. 

In  order  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  point,  Mr.  S. 
suggested,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  disband  all  the 
Itoope  except  the  two  former  regiments  of  two  thou* 
sand  one  hundred  and  twenty-ej^t  men,  which 
would  be  more  than  safficieai  to  garrison  all  the 
fourteen  posts  on  the  frontier.  These,  with  a  mi- 
litia, under  proper  regulations,  and  the  officers  ap- 
poimed  by  the  PaBstoBNT,  would  be  found  a  more 
protection.    The  garrisons  aie  at  Fayette, 


chusetts,  Matthews,  and  KnoxviUe.  Most  of  these 
lommanded  by  Captains,  except  two  that  are 
commanded  by  Majors;  now,  reducing  the  esta- 
blishment to  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  eigb- 
een  non-oom missioned  and  privates,  and  average 
!bem  amongst  the  garrisons,  it  will  give  one  hua- 
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di«d  and  fifty-two  men  for  each ;  the  s^m  sared 
by  this  reduction  would  be  six  hundred  and  tw«D- 
tv-four  tlkou«aad  six  himdied  and  seven  doUan — 
tne  difference  between  the  ai^ropriaiiona  for  1792i 
«iid  those  required  for  1793. 

With  regard  to  the  expense  that  would  be 
etnred  from  militia  expeditioos,  none  of  them' 
would  cost  above  thirty  thouWod  dollars;  and! 
four  or. five  of  those,  if  made  in  a  year,  would 
h>Te  ten  limes  the  tueeess  and  effect  thai  could 
be  u^Mcted  from  the  preient  system.  Had  the 
Militia  plan  been  adopied,  we  should  not  at  this 
day  hear  such  murmurs  from  our  constituents, 
nor  would  the  peofde  be  saddled  with  heavy  taxes 
and  imposts ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  money  thai 
has  been  actually  wasted  would  nave  sunk  a  con- 
siderable part  of  our  National  Debt.  Bat  by  the 
system  of  wari&re  lately  adopted  of  dragging 
bicftvy  cannon  and  camps  into  a  wildeUKss,  ol 
w^tch  we  have  confessed  our  i^orance,  if  it  be 
■Uowed  any  longer,  our  Treasury  will  be  exhaust- 
ed, and  the  public  revenues  which  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  repotted  as  affording  a  prospect 
of  income  beywid  the  permanent  wants  of  Qo- 
vernmeot.will  not  all  together,  be  sufficient  for  our 
War  Establishment ;  we  must  By  to  loans,  and  pur- 
sue a  system  of  ruin  and  distress  to  the  country. 
Under  these  impressions,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  have  in- 
troduced Khtt  proposition  now  befwe  the  House ; 
and  I  entreat  gentlemen  to  think  seriously  of  it. 
for  thereon,  in  a  high  d^ree,  will  depend  tue  real 
protecticn  of  our  frontier,  the  safety  of  our  garri- 
sons, and  the  ultimate  ewe,  happioess,  and  tran- 
quility of  the  Continent. 

Mr.  Habtlby,  although  he  did  net  wish  to  ad- 
vocate the  coDEmuance  of  a  Standing  Army,  yet 
be  was  averse  to  disbanding  the  troops  at  present, 
while  it  is  known  that  a  negotiation  for  a  peace  is 

O  forward,  snd  may  not  perhaps  be  brought 
ecis  ion  before  the  Spring.  It  is  a  well  known 
maxim  in  jwliiios,  that  a  peace  can  always  be 
easieat  obtamed  by  a  nation  which  is  prepared  for 
war.  He  noticed  the  sreal  prudence  and  economy 
of  the  PaEBinENT  in  ronoing  the  Army  into  a  le- 
gion ;  and  he  differed  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Stegj.e 
respecting  the  insufficiency  of  regular  troops.  No 
instance  could  be  quoted  where  regulars  had  en- 
«[ed  the  Indians  witboui  beating  them. 

Mr.  P&BEEa  said  he  had  always  abhorred  the 
idea  of  keeping  up  Standing  Armies  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  he  believed  he  could,  from  eiperiaioe, 
demonstrate  that  it  was  an  nawise  measure  at  the 
commenoemenl  of  the  present  Oovernment;  for 
it  BBswered  no  better  purpose  than  throwing  out 
a  hint  to  the  British  and  Spanish  Governments, 
on  our  Northern  and  Souihem  frontiers,  to  in- 
crease their  forces,  and  even  to  administer  counte- 
naaee  and  support  to  the  Indians,  which  they 
>  never  would  have  thought  of  doing,  but  for  our 
vain  attempt  at  military  parade.  He  mentioned 
a  letter  which  had  been  written  by  Lord  Dorches- 
ter to  the  Indians,  informiAg  them  "  that  Prince 
Bdwatd  had  arrived  with  a  number  of  chosen 
warriors  to  protect  them,"  it>»^ning  against  the 
United  States. 

Thus,  said  Ur.  P.,  w«  have  been  watting  with  I 


our  finances  for  the  last  three  yeais,  by  keeping 
up  an  Army  in  imitation  of  European  plans, 
which  are  formed  in  countries  aliogether  uuana- 
logous  to  America  in  every  possible  view.  The 
consequences  have  been  unsuccessful,  and  pro- 
duced military  disgraces,  by  sending  into  the  field 
a  collectian  of  beings,  collected  from  stews  and 
brothels  and  frran  the  most  unprincipled  of  their 
species,  to  fight  against  Indians  well  supported  on 
both  sides,  and  fighting,  as  they  do,  for  tneir  pro- 
perty, their  hunting  ground,  their  wive&  and  dtil- 
dren,  instead  of  calling  forth  the  militia,  the  tu- 
tural  strength  of  the  country.  But  the  present 
[rian  has  involved  us  in  such  difficulties  tnai  we 
are  not  now  able  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
our  debts,  without  the  medium  of  loans ;  nay,  we 
are  now  called  on  for  a  small  lum  of  two  hundred 
^ousand  dollars  at  the  Bank,  which  would  have 
been  easily  paid  out  of  the  surplus  in  the  Trea- 
sury, were  it  not  that  out  finance  have  been  e 


tioned  the  naked,  starved  appeuance  of  the  men 
who  were  sent  out — with  shoes  tbat  would  not 
last  three  davs,  clothes  that  did  not  half  cover 
their  miserable  bodies  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  lood  sometimes  not  fit  for  dogs.  He 
could  mention  the  particulars,  if  required,  of  sonte 
other  very  abominable  abuses,  but  refrained  from 
present.  He  coneludea  by  expressing  the 
i  opinion  of  militia  (hat  Mr.  S.  had  done ; 
and,  with  regard  to  the  starved  soldiery  wbo  had 
appeared  in  the  woods,  they  were  despised  so 
much  by  the  Indians,  thai  they  called  tbem  Coat- 
~en,  and  shot  them  down  like  wild  turkeys, 

Mr.  FiTzaiHONS  was  apprehensive  that  it  would 
be  a  dangerous  experiment,  so  suddenly  to  alter 
the  system  of  defence  already  adopted.  He  re- 
marked, that  when  Mr.  SrsiLE  had  stated  the 
War  Department  to  have  cost  the  United  States 
three  millions  fire  hundred  and  forty  thouiand 
dollars,  he  had  committed  a  great  mistake,  for 
there  was  one  million  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  thousand  dollars  of  that  sum  not  yet  granted. 
[Mr.  Stbglb  explained,  that  he  had  gone  by  the 
estimates  for  the  appropriations  proposed,  tc.] 
Mr.  F-iTXBiMOHe  did  not  wish  loadvocale  a  Stand- 
ing Army;  and  if  any  better  mode  ol  defence  for 
the  frontiers  could  be  digested,  he  would  be 
amongst  the  foremost  who  would  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  Wbitb  could  not  entirely  approve  of  the 
luotion  for  striking  out,  unless  a  proper  substitute 
for  defence  was  feirly  brought  forward. 

Mr.  WiLLUJiBON  said,  It  was  not  disbanding 
an  army  of  men,  but  the  disbanding  an  army  ot 
paper,  that  he  conceived  to  be  the  object  of  the 
motion,  and  it  should  have  his  support.  He  men- 
tioned an  affair  between  ninety  militia  and  two 
hundred  and  forty  Indians,  wherein  the  militia 
received  them  much  better  than  any  of  the  regn- 
lais  could  boast  of  having  done ! 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  reverted  to  a 
clause  in  the  law  which  empowers  the  Pbbbidbnt 
either  to  raise  those  three  additional  regiments,  or 
to  forbear  to  raiae  them,  or  discharge  them,  Ac., 
provided  he  thought  it  cmtsistent  with  the  safety 
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of  the  ccrantry.  From  this,  Mr.  S.  said  it  was  eyi- 
dent  there  was  a  sort  of  indelicacy  in  the  motion, 
aa  it  implies  a  doubt  that  ihe  Pbesidbmt  might 
fail  ia  this  instance,  oi  vary  from  his  usual  line  of 
prudence. 

Mr,  Dayton  said,  he  would  vote  for  lefetring 
the  motioDtoaCommitteeof  the  Whole,  although 
he  disapproved  of  it.  He  should  not  have  risen, 
had  he  not  heard  from  the  two  North  Carolina 
members  the  strangest  perversion  of  argument 
and  the  most  exttaordinary  reasoning.  The  gen< 
ileman  who  has  brought  forward  the  motion,  said 
Mr.  D.,  has  decried  every  idea  of  energy  and  effi- 
cacy in  regular,  disciplined  troops,  considering 
them  not  only  inefficient,  hut  contemptible,  when 
employed  against  Indians ;  and,  to  conGnn  this 
assertion,  he  has  instanced  the  expedition  under 
Oeneral  St.  Clair,  when  it  is  well  known  that 
d>ere  were  not,  in  fact,  two  companies  of  regular 
disciplined  infantry  among  ihem.  The  other 
gentleman  [Mr.  Williamson]  has  extravagantly 
commended  the  back-country  militia,  and  extolled 
them  for  their  efficiency  and  success  in  Indian 
warfare;  and  instances  the  affair  of  a  rencontre 
between  Major  Adair,  with  ninety  militia,  against 
two  hundred  and  forty  Indians.  In  reply  to  this, 
Mr.  D.  felt  himself  compelled  to  remark,  that  that 
affiuir  did  not  appear  so  successful  in  his  mind ; 
for  those  very  militia  were  unquestionably  sur- 
prised and  beaten,  inasmuch  as  tney  were  driven 
into  a  comer,  until  the  Indians  captured  all  their 
horses  and  other  property  in  their  camp ;  and 
what  is  still  more  disgraceml,  one  half  of  the  Ma- 
jor's party  deserted  him  at  the  commencement  of 
the  action,  and  secured  themselves  within  their 
garrison. 

Whilst  he  was  up,  Mr.  D.  would  further  observe 
on  the  extTaordinary  speech  of  the  mover  of  the 
question,  that  it  was  such  as  no  person  could  have 
ever  expected  to  hear  within  the  walls  of  that 
House.  It  seemed  to  be  calculated  to  prejudice 
the  minds  of  the  people  against  the  whole  Admi- 
nistration; and  it  appeared  still  the  more  extraordi' 
nary  that  such  a  speech  should  come  from  a  gen- 
tleman who  so  lately  expressed  the  nicest  delicacy 
in  matters  of  order  and  decency  ;  for,  in  this  in- 
stance, he  has  committed  the  greatest  breach  of 
decorum  and  propriety,  by  a  direct  censure  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  the  President,  and  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislature.  [Here  several  mem- 
bers called  Mr.  Daytoi*  to  order.]  He  proceeded, 
however,  and  appealed  to  the  House,  whether  he 
had  not  drawn  a  just  picture  of  the  expressio: 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  The 
calculations  which  he  has  so  laboriously  produced 
have  been  questioned  by  other  members.  In  re- 
gard to  the  surprise  expressed  by  the  gentleman 
at  the  increase  of  the  War  Department  from  1791 
to  '93  and  '93,  it  was  not  so  strange  that  Sve  thou- 
sand men  would  require  greater  supplies  than  two 
thousand.  Yet  the  gentleman  is  surprised  at  Ihe 
increase  of  expense,  and  seems  to  imply  that 
abuses  have  been  committed ;  but  if  an  increase 
of  expense  for  protecting  the  frontiers  has  accru- 
ed, the  censure  ought  to  fall  on  the  Legislature 
for  directing  it  by  iheit  laws,  and  not  upon  the 


Executive,  who  are  merely  the  instruments  for 
carrying  them  into  effect. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  D.,  however  he  might  him- 
self be  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  Army,  If  it 
stood  simpdy  on  its  own  merits,  yet,as  it  now  struck 
him,  it  bemg  connected  with  some  recent  circum- 
stances, he  would  therefore  oppose  it  as  tending 
only  to  embarrass  the  Executive  in  their  attempts 
towards  a  pacification.  Moreover,  he  .said  Ite 
knew  the  temper  of  Indians  so  well,  by  having 
lived  amongst  them,  that  there  was  not  a  nalion 
on  earth  more  extravagant  in  their  demands, 
when  they  saw  the  force  against  them  was  les- 
sening. So  that  what  is  intended  by  the  motioa 
for  reduction  at  "present,  as  economical,  may  turn 
o  be,  in  the  end,  the  most  expensive  of  any. 
r.  Wadswortr  was  also  against  the  motion; 
and  Mr.  Ames  closed  the  debate  by  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  necessity  of  committing  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  as  there  would  be  no  other 
way  of  answering  the  industrious  calculaliinu  of 
the  mover. 

The  question  on  commiital  was  carried,  and 
made  the  order  of  die  day  for  next  Wednesday. 

Monday,  December  31. 

A  petition  (^  Isaiah  Thomas,  of  Worcester,  in 
the  State  of  Massac hoietts,  pniytngJhat  [Hinting 
types,  of  foreign  manufacture,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  may  be  exempted  from  the  doty 
imposed  on  them  by  law;  and  that  certain  bonds, 
to  a  considerable  amount,  eiven  by  him  to  the  Col- 
lector of  the  District  of  Boston,  for  the  payment 
of  the  duties  on  printing  types  already  Imported, 
may  be  cancelled. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instrucUon 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Masa»- 
chusetts  line  of  the  Continental  Army,  in  behalf 
of  themselves  and  the  soldiers  of  the  said  line,  wa« 

Presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the 
epreciation  which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of 
Debt  granted  them  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war,  may  be  made  good  to  them,  or  such  other 
relief  afforded  them  as  the  present  circumstance* 
of  Ihe  United  States  will  admit. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHBON,  from  the  eommittee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins 
of  the  United  States,"  so  far  as  respects  the  cchd- 
age  of  copper;  vrhich  was  received,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  • 
of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Vincennes, 
on  the  Wabash,  loeetber  with  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  Statea 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  accompanying  the 
same.    Whereupon, 

RtMolved,  Thai  the  survey  directed  by  the  re- 
solve of  the  late  Congress  of  the  29th  of  August 
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Feet  in  Admiralty  Ctues — Coiitage  £ 


17B8,  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  State  of  Virginia 
to  the  United  States  in  the  Territory  Northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio,  and  confirmed  to  the  French 
and  Canadian  inhabitants  and  other  settlers  of  the 
Kaskaskia^  St.  VineenneB,  and  the  neighboring 
villages,  who,  on  or  before  the  year  1T83  h^d  set- 
tled there,  and  had  professed  themselves  citizens 
of  Virginia,  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
Slates. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  biouxht  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolation ;  and  that  Mr.  Litbr- 
HORB,  Mr.  Mdhlenbero,  and  Mr.  Leonabd,  do 


pcepa 


D  the^ 


_  I.  Goodbue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  relative  to  claims  against  the 
United  States  not  barred  by  aoy  act  of  limitation, 
and  which  have  not  been  already  adjusted ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  ezidain  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  -to  estahlish  the  Judicial 
Courts  of  the  United  States,"  in  respect  to  the 
taking  bail  in  criminal  cases ;  and  thai  Ht.  Whith, 
Mr.  William  Shits,  and  Mr.  Ibrael  Shitb,  be 
tbe  said  committee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cojimittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1793 ;  and,  af^r  some  time  spent  therein  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideTatinn,  and  made  some 
progress  i herein. 

Reeolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  and  tbe  Secretary  of 
War,  be  directed  to  lay  oefore  this  House  lists  of 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  were  referred  the  peticionx  of  a  number 

of  persons,  praying  to  be  placed  on  the  "'  "' 

sioners  of  the  United  States ;  and,  after 

spent  therein,  the  Cotlimittee  reported  progress, 

and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

FEE8  IN  ADMIRALTY  CASES. 

The  bill  lo  ascertain  the  fees  detnandable  in 
cases  of  Admiralty  jnoceedings  in  the  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  being  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  question  being  on  its 


the  question  bemg  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Williamson  said,  the  Ml  appeared  to  him 
to  be  essentially  defective ;  one  leg  was  cut  away, 
■nd  it  limped  oadly  on  the  other.  He  therefore 
wished  it  not  to  pass.  The  Judiciary  System  re- 
quired amendment.  His  constituents  were  exposed 
lo  innumerable  difficulties.  Respecting  seizures, 
they  had  nearly  ceased,  owing  to  the  perfdesities 
thrown  in  the  way  by  the  regulations  of  courts. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  ackuowledged  the  bill  was  not 
so  good  a  one  as  he  could  have  wished;  but  he 
coiud  not  conceive  how  any  thing  could  lim^  on 
one  leg.  And  its  mutilated  state  may  be  ^ttrilxi- 
table  to  the  gentleman  who  now  opposes  its  pas- 
sage. Mr.  S.  did  not  think  a  sufficient  reason  nad 
been  given  agaitwt  its  passage.    It  originatad  on 


the  petition  of  upwards  of  sixty  respectable  mer- 
chants of  the  city  of  Charleston,  who  complain 
of  the  enormous  lees  to  which  they  are  subjected; 
and  as  the  bill  will  afford  them  relief,  without  doing 
injury  to  any  one,  he  hoped  it  would  pass. 
The  bill  passed  accoraingly. 

TcEBnAY,  January  1, 1793. 
Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  explain  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  lo 
'^tablish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  tbe  United  States," 
L  respect  to  taking  bail  in  criminal  cases ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
allowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered  to  be 
paid  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  2Stk  of  Sep- 
tember, 1 765,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  persons  there- 
named  {  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
'BAKER  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  White  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  tbe  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
lue  committee  on  the  memorial  of  John  Tucker. 
late  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Uie  United 
States,  which  was  made  on  the  8th  of  March  last. 
Whereupon, 

Betelved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  Id 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  providing  for  the  al- 
lowance and  payment  of dollars  to  the  said 

John  Tucker,  to  compensate  him  for  his  expenses 
and  services,  and  for  money  paid  by  him  as  Clerk 
of  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sedowiok,  Mr.  Murray, 
and  Mr.  Baldwik,  be  a  committee,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Garaoger,  for 
military  services  during  the  late  war ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto ; 
whieh  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, b«  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 


COINAGB  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Copper  Coinage  bill,  (Mr.  White  in  the 
chair.)  The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  alter  the 
weight  of  the  copper  coin  as  stated  in  the  former 
act.  After  some  discussion,  the  blanksspecifying 
the  weight  of  t^e  cent  and  half  cent  were  filled— 
the  first  with  8  pennyweights  16  grains,  tbe  other 
with  4  petmyweights  8  grains. 

Mr.  BouDiNOTj  after  remarking  that  the  artists 
who  had  exhibited  specimens  of  the  figure  of 
Liberty  on  the  several  samples  of  coin  which  he 
had  seen  all  differed  in  their  conceptions  on  this 
occasion;  for  the  sake,  therefore,  of  uniformity,  he 
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DoOTcd  tojtdd  tt  clante  lo  the  preient  bill,  provid- 
ing  tbai,  in  lieu  of  the  figure  of  Libei^,  the  head 
of  Columbus  should  be  substituted.    Mr.  B.  sup- 
ported his  motion  by  aome  pertinent  remarks 
the  character  of  Columbus,  and  the  obligatio 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  under 
honor  his  memory. 

Mr.  Clark  was  in  favor  of  the  alteration. 

Mr.  Williamson  and  Mr.  Liverhore  objected 
to  it. 

On  the  question  being  put,  the  motion  wa: 
gatired. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
which  the  House  ordered  to  be  eogrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

REPORT  ON  PETITI0N8  FOR  PENSIONS. 

The  House  agaju  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  W^ole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions 
of  a  number  of  persons  praying  to  be  placed  on 
thelislof  pensionan  of  the  United  States;  and, 
after  some  time  ^aat  therein,  the  Chairroao  r«^ 
ported  that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the 
said  report  under  consideration,  and  made  several 
amendments  thereto ;  which  were  serarally  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

And  then  the  said  report  being  farther  amend- 
ed, to  read  as  follows : 

"  Raolted,  That,  in  order  lo  prevent  the  admiiuoD 
of  inqugper  cUinu,  and  to  btdlitale  tha  sllowuice  of 
such  u  are  well  founded,  it  i*  expedient  l«  icpeal  the 
■•cond,  third,  and  Iburth  sections  of  tbo  act  entitled 


;t  to  provide  for  the  Bettlement  of  Ihe  clsimi  of 
*  and  onihiina  barred  bj  the  limitatians  hereto- 
fore established,  and  lo  regulAte  the  claims  lo  invalid 


pensions,'  and  lo  provide  ^at,  in  filtnre,  the  claimB  for 
invalid  pensions  ahalt  be  reguialed 
lowinK,  to  wit: 

"  1st  That  all  evidence  relative  to  invalids  shall  be 
taken  upon  oalh  before  the  Judge  of  the  District  in 
which  snch  invstida  reside,  or  before  any  three  per- 
sons speetslly  suihorized  b;  commisiion  from  the  said 

"  3d.  That  the  evidence  relative  to  any  clsimanl 
nmst  prove  decisive  disabBity  to  llsve  been  the  direct 
eflect  of  known  wonnds,  received  while  in  the  sctnal 
line  of  his  duty,  in  the  sBTvice  of  the  United  Stales,  daT> 
jng  the  lata  war ;  that  this  evid«Boe  must  be  the  affi- 
davits of  the  cemmsnding  oAeer,  or  sorgson  of  the 
ship,  regiment,  corps,  or  company,  in  which  such  daini- 
aol  served,  or  two  other  credible  witnesses,  to  the  same 
efieet,  setthig  forth  tiie  time  and  place  oi  sudi  known 

"  8d.  Thst  evssy  daimaot  shall  be  eiamined  bj  two 
physicians,  upon  oslh.  to  be  authorised  by  eammissiiia 
6oin  the  said  Judge,  who  shall  report  in  writing  their 
opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  said  dtisliili^,  and  in  what 
degree  it  prevents  the  dsjmant  from  obtuiung  his  live- 
lihood by  labor. 

"  4th.  That  evCTy  claimant  shall  ^iroduce  evidence 
of  the  time  of  his  leaving  the  service  of  the  United 
Siates,  and  of  his  being  honorably  discharged  there- 
fmrn.  He  must  also  produce  evidence  of  three  repu- 
table freeholders  of  the  dty,  town,  or  county,  in  which 
he  rended  for  the  two  years  immediately  after  he  left 
the  serviee,  sa  afcioaid,  of  the  existence  of  his  disalnli- 


ty  daring  that  period,  and  ascertaining,  of  their  own 
,  niowledge,  the  mode  of  life,  employment,  labor,  or 
means  of  support,  of  the  ctaimant. 

"  Slh.  That  the  said  daimant  must  produce  the  evi- 
dence of  two  credible  witnesass  of  the  continuance  of 
bis  disability  turn  the  eipiralim  of  the  said  two  yean 
to  tile  tiue  of  his  application. 

"  6th.  That  each  daimant  should  slww  a  good  and 
sufficient  cause  why  he  did  not  apply  to  the  StaM  in 
which  he  resided,  on  or  before  the  11th  of  DwMnbcr, 
1768,  the  time  limited  for  applioatiaiu  of  this  nature. 

"  7tli.  That  the  evidence  of  no  claimant  ^otd  be 
admitted  whose  case  had  been  rejected  by  any  State 
prior  to  the  aforesaid  !llh  of  December,  1788. 

"  8th.  Thtt  Ihe  reasonable  sllowaoce  to  such  com- 
missionera  and  phyaidans  aforesaid  for  examining  the 

daims  of  invabda  ahaJI  be  made  by  Ae ,  and 

paid  ont  of  sucb  contingent  fiinda  as  the  President  of 
the  United  Statea  may  direct 

«  Raohed,  That  the  said  Judge  of  the  District  shall 
transmit  a  list  of  snch  dsims,  accompanied  by  the  evi- 
dence herein  directed,  lo  the  Secntary  for  the  Depart- 
memt  of  War,  wba  shall  examine  the  muster  roUs  and 


shall  make  a  statement  of  the  eases  of  i 
ants  to  Coagiam,  with  swdi  dreumstanees  and  ramsAs 
as  may  be  necessary,  in  order  to  enaUe  them  to  take 
such  Mdei  thereon  as  they  may  judge  proper :" 

It  WHS,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  by  the  House, 

Ordered,  That  a  trill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  and  Mr. 
Lee,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Wednesday,  Jaauary  2. 

Ordered.  That  the  memorials  of  the  late  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  lines  of  New  Hampshire, 
MassaehuseCta,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Maryland,  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  oi  a  Committee  a(  the  Whole 
House  on  next  Monday  week. 

An  eneroBsed  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  estabTiSiiing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins 
of  the  United  States,"  so  far  as  respects  the  coin- 
age of  copper,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  allowtmce 
of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the 
resolve  of  Congress  of  the  28lh  of  September, 
1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  persons  therein 
named,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Ambs,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Report  of  the  Secretarv  of  the  Trea- 
snry  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Henderson,  made  a 
i'lort:  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  tie  on  the 
>tle. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  EHienezer  Cowell,  which  was  made  on  the  3d 
of  February  last.    Whereupon, 

Aesolted,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition 

nnot  he  granted. 

Mr.  Sedowiok,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presenteda hill  to  compensate JohnTucker;  which 
was  received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 
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MILITAHY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  resolTed  itself  into  a  Commitlee  of 
the  Whole  HoDse  on  the  motion  of  the  28th  ulti- 
mo for  reducing  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Wadswobtu  rose  and  observed,  that  he 
had  pledged  himself  to  the  House  last  Friday  to 
show  that  the  calculations  of  the  gentlemaa  from 
North  Carolina  were  not  true ;  and,  if  true,  that 
the  inferences  drawn  from  them  were  not  correci. 
There  ■was  a  material  difference  (he  said)  between 
the  appropriations  quoted  by  the  gentleman  and 
those  which  he  would  now  read  to  the  House. 
Here  he  read  a  statement  which  he  had  prepared, 
from  which  it  would  appear  that  Mr.  Steele  had 
OTerrated  the  contingencies,  hospitals,  quarter- 
ibasters,  forage,  caTaTty,  ordnance,  pay,  and  sub- 
sistence, e«ch  of  them. 

The  total  difference  between  Mr.  Steele's  and 
Mr.  WiDswoBTH'a  calculations,  from  this  repre- 
sentation, was  $27,080  dollars  in  the  year  1790. 

In  like  manner,  Mt.  W.  read  his  calculations 
for  1791.  On  comparing  which  with  those  of  Mr. 
Steele,  he  said  there  was  a  difference,  in  the 
total  of  $252,312;  and  in  the  total  of  1792,  bo 
showed  a  difference  of  $567,530.  He  also  pi 
tictdariy  objected  to  Mr.  Steele's  statements  of 
tjie  ordnance  expense  for  1793,  which  had  bei 
called  $81000;  but  that  sum,  although  it  comes 
under  the  head  of  ordnance  in  the  estimate,  is  not 
altogether  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  ci 
non;  the  whole  amount  of  the  expense  of  cann 
he  said,  had  been  very  trifling— about  $700  or 
♦800.  Having  proceeded  thus  fhr  in  attempting 
to  controvert  the  calcnlaiions  of  the  genilen 
from  NorUi  Carolina,  Mt,  W.  said,  it  would 
deed  htive  been  an  alarming  thing  to  the  United 
States,  had  they  been  founded  in  reality.  But  the 
gentleman  had  not  confined  himself  to  misstate- 
ments— he  had  gtme  farther ;  for  he  had  "lament- 
ed the  necessity  of  quoting  even  truths  from 
that  c^ce"— the  War  Office.  Here  Mr.  W.  stated 
that  the  quotation  which  Mr.  Steele  had  made 
from  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  had  not 
been  correctly  quoted.  After  Mr.  W.  had  thus 
icpresented  Mr.  Steele's  calcnlations  as  errone- 
ous, and  bis  quotations  as  misstated,  be  said  that 
the  House  ought  to  beware  of  Dotbeiog  led  astray 
by  them.  He  next  observied,  that  the  gentleman 
had  laid  a  great  deal  of  blame  of  the  present  hos- 
tilities between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians, 
and  the  expense  attending  them,  to  the  War  De- 
panment.  But  Mr,  W. conceived  that  therewere 
other  cansei  to  be  assigned  for  the  Indian  war, 
There  had  never  been  a  day,  from  the  fir^t  setde- 
ment  of  America  to  the  present  moment,  without 
our  beiBg  at  war  with  the  Indians,  in  one  place  or 
another.  The  history  of  the  country,  the  resolves 
of  the  old  Conjoress,  every  book  pubhshed  by  Con- 
gress, show  this  to  have  been  the  case.  [Here  he 
read  some  quotatioQs  from  the  resolves  of  1784,  to 
show  the  appropriations  for  defraying  the  expenses 
of  Indian  wars.]  He  wished  the  House  to  laVe  a 
retrospect  of  the  subject,  from  the  be(finning  of 
those  troubles  down  to  the  lat?  application  for  as- 
sistance from  the  National  Oov«rtunent  by  tht 


Governor  of  Oeorgia.  Although  they  have  three 
thousand  men  on  the  frontier  of  that  State,  yet  it 
is  not  found  sufficient,  and  the  Indians  have  driven 
them  in.  Indeed,  there  has  been  a  time  when 
the  town  of  Savannah  has  been  obliged  to  keep  a 

It  was  not  his  intention  to  introduce  commend- 
ations of  die  officer  al  the  head  of  the  War  De- 
partment, but  bethought  it  proper  to  observe,  that 
he  is  not  to  be  blamed  on  account  of  the  expenses 
referred  to.  He  is  no  more  than  an  instrument 
acting  under  the  Supreme  Executive.  It  is  the 
Phesioeht  op  the  Usiteo  States  who  has  found 
it  necessary  and  proper  to  recommend  the  establish- 
ment of  a  military  force,  it  is,  therefore,  not  the 
8ecretary's,itisihePBEsiDBr(T'8war;andto  assert 
that  the  Secretary  has  had  any  undue  influence 
with  the  Legislature  would  be  altogether  false ; 
for,  on  the  contrary,  his  reports  have  Deeo  treated 
with  disrespect  in  this  House.  Was  not  his  re- 
port at  New  York  ridiculed,  and  called  "  preach- 
— [."  dtc.,  because  it  was  in  favor  of  peace,  and 
ike  with  great  humanity  respecting  the  hard- 
ps  often  inflicted  by  the  whites  on  the  Lidians? 
Indeed,  the  Secretary  of  War  has  been  uniform  in 
his  endeavors  to  bring  about  a  durable  peace. 
This,  however  desirable  an  object,  has  been  found 
hitherto  impracticable,  and  the  Indians  have  late- 
ly carried  their  depredations  to  so  great  a  length 
that  the  Pbesident  has  judged  it  necessary  to  re- 
pel them  by  force.  They  have  murdered  in  cold 
blood  onr  ambassadors  of  peace,  whilst  holding  a 
flag  of  truce  in  one  hand  and  reaching  the  other 
out  in  friendship  to  the  Indians.  Perhaps  they 
may  have  been  excited  to  this  degree  of  barbarity 
by  many  causes.  It  is  hard  to  determine  which 
are'  the  greatest  aggressors — the  settlers  on  the 
frontiers  or  the  Indians.  The  murder  of  the  Mo- 
ravian Indians,  the  ptoclamatiao  of  Congress 
against  our  own  people,  all  show  that  the  Indians 
hare  ground  for  complaint. 

Here  Mr.  W,  recapitulated  the  affairs  of  the 
banditti  at  Fort   St.  Vinceones;  the   representa- 
of  Jud^  Innis,  of  Kentncky,  from  1783  to 
1790,  respecting  the  people  there  vrfio  could  not 
be    restrained  from  the  commission  of  crimes 
against  the  peace  of  the  country.    Prom  these 
causes  and  the  common  fatality  of  the  times,  our 
attempts  towards  peace  hare  provedabortive, and 
Vwar  has  been  prolonged,  but  the  Secretary  is 
itirely  innocent  of  promoting  it. 
In  regard  to  the  other  arguments  of  the  gentle- 
an  fMr.  Steele]  respecting  the  militia,  that 
they  would  aflbrd  either  a  cheaper  or  better  de- 
fence for  the  frontiers,  he  had  his  doubts. 

Mr.  W.now  went  over  the  whole  history  of  the 
frontier  wars ;  a  line  of  posts  was  once  established 
and  garrisoned  by  militia,  yet  they  could  not  pre- 
vent the  Indians  from  coming  within  sixty  miles 
of  Winchester,  and  murdering,  scalping,  and  plun- 
dering the  women  and  children.  AfVer  the  peace 
of  1762,  the  Indians  drove  in  the  militia,  and  ad- 
vanced as  bt  as  Cumberland  and  Carlisle,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

But  Colonel  Boquet,  with  the  remains  of  two 
regimoBti  of  tegular  troops,  who  bad  just  before 
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arriTed  from  the  West  Indies,  marched  agabst 
the  sava^s,  and  hired  pack-horses  to  carry  sgme 
of  his  sick  mea.  Willi  these  regulars,  Colonel 
Boqaet  fought  them  and  drove  [nem  with  the 
bayonet  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
The  battle  began  at  one  o'clock  the  first  day  and 
lasted  until  night,  and  was  renewed  the  next  morn- 
ing with  superior  force  by  the  Indiaosi  yet  they 
were  eatitely  discomfited.  This  news  went  to 
Fort  Pitt  and  Virginia,  and  revived  the  spirits  of 
the  country.  Virginia  raised  more  troops — and 
Colonel  Boquet  dictated  a  peace  to  the  savages. 

These  instances  furnished  suKcieaE  arguments 
to  show  the  superiority  of  reguUr  troops  over 
militia.  But  be  could  mention  many  others,  viz: 
General  Haitman,  with  eight  htmilTea  chosen  men, 
giving  a  total  defeat  to  the  Indians;  Colonel  Wil- 
let's  attack  and  defeat  of  ibem ;  and  General  Sulli- 
van's affair  in  South  Carolina. 

As  to  the  defeat  of  Harmar  and  St.  Clair,  their 
men  ought  not  lo  be  reckoned  regular  trooi 
They  were  raw  recruits,  undisciplined,  &«.  B 
even  they  stood  better  than  the  militia ;  for  the 
militia  ran  away,  and  those  who  remamed  to  fi^hl 
the  savages  fell,  to  their  honor  be  it  spoken,  whilst 
the  militia,  who  were  the  advanced  guard,  ran 
and  threw  away  their  guns,  nay,  their  coats. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  balance  of  aigumeat,  Mr. 
W.  thooght,  muat  appear  in  faror  of  regular 

He  further  took  occasion  to  animadvert  on  what 
Mr.  Williamson  had  said,  when  that  gentleman 
expressed  himself  so  strongly  in  favor  oT  tbe  mili- 
tia under  Major  Adair.  That  officer,  Mr.  W.  ob- 
served, had  been  a  Continental  officer,  and  from 
his  own  words,  it  appeared  that  he  had  no  very 
great  opinion  of  the  mililia,  for  they  had  fled  to 
the  garrison ;  and  the  Indians  obtained  tiieir  ends, 
notwithstanding  the  reception  given  by  Major 
Adair.  Theirs  was  the  triumph,  and  when  they 
retired,  it  seems  to  have  been  not  so  much  a  mat- 
ter of  necessity,  as  a  thing  of  choice,  on  their  part. 
The  loss  of  borseSj  one  hundred,  perhaps,  and  the 
expense  of  this  afiair.amountedloamucn  greater 
sum  than  any  reguur  troops  would  have  cost. 
The  party  under  Major  Adair,  supposing  it  to 
consist  of  a  hundred  men,  cost  one  hundred  dollars 
a  day,  reckoning  the  attendant  circumstances — 
and  considering  it,  as  Mr.  W.  did,  a  complete  de- 
feat— for  there  are  no  circumstances  to  prove  that 
it  was  otherwise — the  militia  having  deserted  him 
and  left  the  few  regulars  he  had  exposed  to  the 
whole  of  the  danger. 

^  Mr.  W.  did  not  itop  here  in  his  details  of  mili- 
tia disgraces— he  recounted  many  other  cases.  He 
mentioned  the  Grant's  expedition  against  the  Che- 
rokees,  £c.  And  still  he  drew  a  balance  against 
the  successes  of  the  militia;  for.  he  said,  they  had 
constantly  been  defeated,  and  the  country  left  "" 
posed  to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy. 

Much  has  been  said,  observed  Mr.  W.,  of  Clark 
and  Sevier's  successes.  They,  indeed,  ^ord  an  ex- 
ception (0  the  cases  above  mentioned;  hut  how  far 
were  they 'successful  1  The  immense  expense  of 
men  and  money,  and  the  interruption  given  to  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  by  calling  away  from 


their  business  bq  many  indnstrious  citizeiis,  is  a 
thing  beyond  the  power  of  calculation;  for  my 
part,  said  he,  1  do  not  know  figures  enough  to 
count  it  up.  For  the  truth  of  (his  position,  and 
for  the  enormous  waste  and  expense  incurred  by 
militia,  he  appealed  lo  one  of  the  members  [CoL 
Pabkeh]  on  tne  other  side  of  the  House,  who  hod 
experience  in  the  matter,  whether  it  was  not  ab- 
solutely impossible  either  to  bring  militia  under 
proper  discipline,  or  prevent  their  enormous  waste. 
A  whole  brigade  of  regular  troops  would  not  cost 
so  much  as  one  regiment  of  mihtia,  to  a  country. 
The  militia  of  Kentucky  have  cogt  more  blood 
and  wealth  than  all  the  American  war ;  when  the 
circumstances  are  considered  of  calling  out  men 
from  the  tillage  of  the  field,  &c.  It  is  enormous 
the  number  of  lives,  and  the  aggregate  loss  is 
countless.  The  causes  of  these  things  are,  want 
of  order  and  discipline,  &c.  And  those  causes 
have  produced  an  univerMol  reprobation  <^  the 
war  eitahluhment ;  but  all  those  who  condemn, 
ate  not  well  acquainted  with  those  causes;  they 
judge  from  bearing  only  one-half  of  the  truth  in 
our  newspapers.  It  is  supposed  a  peace  can  be 
easily  effected,  but  I  know  of  no  peace  that  has 
not  been  effected  by  force;  for,  although  promises 
have  beeii  made  and  peace  often  treated  for  with 
thelndians,  yet  they  haveas  constantly  broken  those 
promises.  This  is  a  good  reason  for  kee^ng  up 
the  present  force  of  the  United  States.  We  are 
now  able  to  meet  the  Indians  and  demand  a  safe 
peace.  But  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
calls  our  establishment  a  mere  military  parade, 
which  it  is  said  by  another  gentleman  [Mr.  Par- 
ker] will  only  tend  to  rouse  the  Spaniards  and 
the  British,  &.c. 

nt  on  quoting  the  conduct  ot  the  Indians 
and  their  threatening  manner,  when  they  toldyou, 
"  —  lo  your  own  side  of  the  Ohio^"  dtc.  What 
uage  do  they  now  hold  outi  But  1  am  not 
at  libcrt)[,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  mention  it.  as  it  w»s 
confidentially  communicated  to  this  House,  anJd 
read  with  our  doors  shut.  However,  it  is  wdl 
known  to  all  the  members  present,  the  insolence 
of  that  language.  For  my  part,  1  have  little  ht^tes 
of  a  peace  from  any  promises  of  the  Indians ;  and 
akhough  a  negotiation  is  said  lo  be  upon  the  car- 
pet, 1  can  never  depend  upon  (he  promises  of  sa- 
vages who  have  so  often  brokeit  them. 

In  speaking  of  the  recruits  thai  have  been  lately 
raised  for  the  reeular  army,  Mr.  W.  opposed  his 
opinion  tothat  of  Mr.  Pareeb,  who  mentioned  than 
in  such  contemptible  terms  as  havinc  been  col- 
lected from  the  stews  and  brothds  of  the  cities, 
&c.  For  his  port,  Mr.  W.  had  oi^en  seen  them, 
and  be  believed  ibey  were  equal,  if  not  superior  in 
spirit  and  appearance,  to  most  of  the  soldiery  dur- 
ing the  British  war,  and  better  than  the  soldiery 
were  at  the  close  of  the  war,  with  some  exceptions, 
such  as  respects  the  men  who  cost  £300  each.  Be- 
fore he  could  quit  the  subject,  he  begged  leave 
to  mention  anouier  instance  of  the  efficacy  of  re- 
gular troops ;  it  was  the  affair  of  General  Wayne's 
surprise,  when  the  lighi-horse  dismounted,  and  cut 
the  militia  to  pieces,  and  the  infantry  drore  them 
off  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
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He  ridiculed  th«  idea  of  calliag  out  a  militia 
upon  every  emergsDcy.  Where  are  they  to  be 
formed  1  in  PeBDcylvania  it  would  be  attended 
with  a  tenfold  loss,  if  they  mtiat  quit  their  daily 
labor.    He  would  admit  thai  the  cQamcter  of  the 


oltimste  protection  afforded  to  the  frontier. 

The  Oovernor  of  North  Carolina  had  complained 
of  a  friendly  Indian  being  murdered,  di«.  On  the 
wfaotcihe  thought  it  improper  to  takemilitia  to  fight 
Indian  warriors.'   He  admitted  thai  some  abuses 


army  he  could  remember. 

He  insisted  that  the  scheme  of  the  [>epaTtmenl 
of  War  was  not  a  scheme  of  the  Secretary,  but  a 
scheme  of  the  United  States  from  the  Pbesident 
down  to  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  the 
meanest  of  their  constituents.  He  took  a  retro- 
niect  of  the  great  skill  of  the  PBEsmEitT  after 
Bniddock's  defeat.  The  Prsbident  must  he  the 
best  judge  of  the  disposition  of  Indians,  and  the 
best  way  of  treating  with  them ;  he  approves  the 
scheme  of  the  present  war,  and  shall  we  impru- 
dently attempt  to  change  his  plan,  by  sending  out 
a  few  men  to  be  knocked  on  the  heed  by  the  In- 
^ans,  as  those  coot  men  werel  so  call^  by  the 


gentlemen  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pabkeb,]  but 
stead  of  coat-men,  he  Mr.  W.  thought  they  mia^h 
also  have  been  called  petty-coat  men,  «c.    Hi 


finished  his  observations  by  again  remarking,  that 
the  calculations  of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Steele] 
who  had  introduced  the  motion  for  reducing  the 
J  establishments  were  founded  in  error. 


Upon  the  merits  of  the  gentleman's  arguments  and 
the  truth  of  my  statements;  and  when  they  hare 
decided  the  question,  I  will  submit  to  their  deci- 
moD ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  I  insist  that  my  cal- 
culations are  founded  on  the  reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary and  the  public  printed  dochments  on  the  ta- 
ble, of  the  appropriations  and  laws,  &c.  I  wish 
the  g^tleman  [Mr.  Wadbworth,]  bad  told  us 
where  he  has  found  those  papers,  from  which  he 
attempts  to  controvert  sneh  authentic  documents 
as  1  have  quoted.  I  wish  he  had  made  the  House 
understand  them;-for  my  part,  they  appear  tinin- 
telligible. 

Mr.  WAnawoRTH  said  it  was  from  the  laws. 

Mr.  Steele  explained  some  things  in  his  form- 
er statements;  and  in  reply  to  some  suggestions 
that  might  be  thrown  out  with  respect  toliis  inde- 
licate mode  of  attacking  the  Secretary  of  War,  or 
the  PRBaiDENT,  be  defied  any  memoer  to  show 
that  he  had  acted  beyond  the  line  of  his  duty;  or 
that  he  had  ever  shnwn  any  disrespect  toward  the 
Prbsidbnt.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  that  gentleman's  character  would  for  ever 
be  secured  against  all  the  passible  attacks  of  in- 
gratilnde  or  nialice,  &c.  He  also  used  some  other 
very  handsoine  expres.'^ions  on  this  occasion.  But 
whilst  he  yia-i  ready  to  declare  these  things,  and  to 
prove  that  he  had  no  personal  intentions  of  injuring 
the  Secretary  ofWar;  yet,  he  would  not  suffer  bim- 
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«elftobedepriyedofhi9privilege.whilst  hehad  the 
honor  ofa  scat  in  that  House;  and,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, he  thought  it  his  duty  to  hold  up  his  opposi- 
tion against  the  rapid  increase  (^expenses  in  aQ  the 
Departments  of  tiovemment,  which  he  said  were 
grown  to  an  enormous  burden  upon  the  people, 
and'  unwarranted  by  the  Constitution;  that  they, 
therefore,  oufht  to  oe  immediately  checked.  He 
hoped,  for  the  future,  gentlemen  would  confine 
their  arguments  to  measures,  and  not  apply  them 
to  persons.  He  sat  down,  for  the  present,  with  this 
proviso:  that  he  would  reserve  to  himself  the  right 
of  answering  to  what  might  be  advanced  against 
his  proposition,  which  he  could  prove  to  be  salu- 
tary; and  that  the  present  system  is  fundamental- 
ly wrong. 

Mr.  Habtlby  was  against  adopting  the  motion 
imder  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country, 
and  be  entered  into  a  particular  investigation  of 
the  merits  of  the  question.  When  the  last  law 
for  the  more  eSectual  protection  of  the  frontiers 
passed,  the  subject  now  under  consideration  was 
very  fully  and  ably  discussed,  and  the  gentlemen 
who  were  averse  to  the  augmentation  had  several 
alterations  made  to  satisfy  them. 

Instead  of  the  PssBiDBHT'a  being  obliged  to  raise 
the  whole  of  the  three  regiments,  he  was  to  ex- 
ercise his  discretion  either  to  make  the  augmenta- 
tion comcdete,  or  raise  a  part,  and  he  had  author- 
ity to  disband  them  after  being  raised.  The  12ih 
section  of  that  Jaw  is  thus  expressed;  "It  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Prebident  of  the  UsiTBn  Stathb 
to  forbear  to  raise,  or  to  disband  after  they  shall  be 
raised,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  .three 
additional  regiments,  in  case  events  shall  in  his 
judgment  render  his  so  doing  consistent  with  the 
public  safetv." 

We  should  therefore  consider  whether  circnm- ' 
stances  have  so  materially  changed  since  that 
lime  as  to  render  it  proper  that  the  Legislature 
should  interfere,  repeal  the  powers  given  to  the  , 
PBEBtnBNT,  and  discharge  the  three  regiments. 
This  necessarily  leads  us  first  to  view  the  situation 
of  our  finances,  and  the  state  of  the  frontiers  at  and 
immediately  before  the  time  of  passing  the  law. 
The  extent  of  onr  revenue  was  not  as  well  known 
ood  man  deprecated 
him  to  increase  the 
taxes.  The  war  was  a  disagreeable  one,  but  ne- 
cessary, if  peace  could  notoUierwise  be  obtained. 
The  Legislature  considered  the  expense,  and  were 
of  opinion  that  we  had  means  and  abilities  to 
defray  the  same.  Many  murders  and  ravages  had 
been  committed  by  the  savages  on  the  frontiers. 
One  army  had  suffered  in  the  year  1790,  and 
nearly  a  whole  army  cut  off  on  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, 1791.  And  we  had  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose thai  the  Indians  would  act  in  great  force 
against  us.  Our  finances  are  still  respectable.  It 
is  true,  I  should  be  happy  if  we  could  apply  the 
money  toward  discharging  the  national  aeht  al- 
ready contracted,  but  the  unfortunate  situation  of 
frontiers  prevent  it.    War,  though  an  evil, 


then  as  at  present,  and  every  K<x>l  n 
the  misfortune  which  oblifjed  him  I 
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Hostilities  hare  lately  been  cmnmitted 
troops  couHOMided  by  Major  Adeit,  and  aeveral 
of  the  Southera  tribes  show  ihemselveE  inimical. 
e  hare  no  absolute  assurances  chat  we  shall 


bare  peace  in  the  Sprine.  The  a^e^uent  bv  si 
tribes  to  a  suspension  of  hoBtiliues,  n«s  onlf  (. .  _ 
venient  to  them  as  it  protected  their  familiefi  foi 
the  Winter. 

The  great  object  of  the  additional  aimameDC 
was  to  obtain  peace:  this  is  not  yet  effected.  May 
we  promise  ourselres  more  success  in  n^otiation 
by  laying  down  our  arms,  or  by  retaining  them? 
History  is  in  favor  of  the  latter.  Indeed  I  hold  it 
as  a  maxim,  that  the  nation  which  is  prepared  foi 
wax  can  most  easily  obtain  peace.  For  my  owe 
part,  I  can  discover  no  eiisting  causes  for  altering 
the  system  established  by  the  act  to  which  1  have 
before  referred.  The  expense  has  been  made  a 
rery  serious  objection,  it  ought  to  have  weight: 
but  where  measures  hare  been  proper,  America 
has  not  regarded  it.  She  has  freely  expeoded  her 
treasure  to  st^iport  her  rights.  We  ate  bound  ' 
justice  aad  honor  to  protect  out  fellow-citizens  i 
the  frontiers;  we  demand  from  them  an  excL 
They  require  from  the  General  Government  pro- 
tection. 1  am  for  making  peace  with  all  the  In- 
dians upon  reasonable  terms;  but  any  country 
which  has  been  fairly  purcbaaeid  from  the  Indians, 
they  should  not  be  permitted  to  repossess  or  hold 
by  conquest.  If  an  oSensire  war  be  necessary, 
says  the  gentleman  from  North  CaioliDa,  rt^ular 
troops  are  not  the  moat  proper  to  carry  it  am. 
They  are  more  expensive,  and  unfit  to  meet  the 
sarages  of  the  wilderness.  As  to  the  expense,  I 
hare  parily  answered  before.  But  if  the  gentle- 
man is  to  have  five  expeditions  in  one  year,  I  be- 
lieve he  would  find  that  his  calculations  are  not 
correct:  a  misfiMtune  to  either  detachments 
party  would  bear  very  hard  upon  the  district  they 
came  from;  the  partial  loss  of  regulars  would  not 
,    be  equally  felt,  very  few  of  (hem  naring  families. 

I  nave  a  <high  opinion  of  the  backwoods  rifle- 
men, but  I  am  conodent  that  we  cannot  certainly 
rely  upon  their  turning  out  as  often  as  they  loight 
be  wanted ;  we  could  not  rely  on  such  ODcertointy ; 
and  yet  this  is  offered  as  a  &vorite  project.  If 
you  cannot  rely  upon  them,  you  may  say  that  the 
ordinary  militia  can  be  drafted.  You  would  find 
them  unfit  for  such  a  service;  they  would  in  gene' 
ral  be  composed  of  substitutes,  inexperienced  and 
undisciplined,  and  it  would  be  unfair  to  take  them 
all  from  the  frontiers,  and  some  of  the  States,  or 
at  least  one,  have  no  militia  laws.  1  am  for  re- 
taining the  regular  troops. 

The  Pbbsident  has  practised  economy  in  organ- 
izing the  troops  voted  lor,  and  I  am  told  they  have 
made  considerable  prc^ess  in  discipline;  they  are 
formed  into  legionary  corps,  composed  of  horse, 
riflemen,  lighi-infantry,  and  Dattalum-men.  The 
three  former  will  be  ni  for  active  service  in  the 
field,  the  latter  for  the  common  duties  in  the  camp 
or  Earrison.  I  will  allow  volunteers  and  militia 
their  full  credit;  but  1  do  not  think  the  regular 
troops  merit  the  disparagement  attempted.  Volun- 
teer corps  have  not  been  free  from  misfortunes. 
Colonel  Crawford,  «t  the  head  of  five  hundred 


volonteere  from  Virginia  and  PeDniylraiua,  was 
defeated  in  the  Western  countrv,  and  he  wu 
burnt  Bi  the  stake.  Geneiel  Braadock,  it  is  nid, 
was  obstinate,  and  his  European  troops  w«rc  att- 
disciplined  for  such  a  service.  The  army  under 
General  St.  Clair  was  lost,  because  the  men  ynme 
undisciplined  and  unfitted  for  (hat  service.  I  can 
mention  several  instances  where  regular  troops 
have  successtully  penetrated  the  Indian  country, 
anong  warlike  tribes,  with  anccess:  Colonel  Mont- 
gomery, into  the  ChMYikees;  Colonel  Armatrong, 
to  the  kittanig-;  Colonel  Boqu'et's  campaigB  of 
1763  and  1764.  Three  detachmenU  of  the  Ame- 
rican army,  in  the  year  1778,  (oae  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Broadbead,  one  under  Liettt«- 
nant  Colonel  Butler,  and  the  last  commanded  by 
your  humble  serrtmt,)  penetrated  the  country  pos- 
sessed by  the  Six  Nations.  Neither  of  the  dettclt- 
ments  was  large,  and  the  last  had  to  cootend 
against  superior  numbers.  In  General  Sullivan's 
campaign,  tbe  year  following,  his  ran^uwd  bemt 
an  equu,  if  not  a  superior  number  of  &dian*.  I 
might  mention  the  Bmnan  legions:  they  almoM 
constantly  were  successful  against  (hose  tney  call- 
ed Barbuians,  until  their  enemies  adopted  tbe 
Roman  discipUike.  I  have  a  hiEb  opinion  of  tbe 
personal  bravery  and  prowess  of  an  Indian,  but  I 
do  deny  that  they  can  act  to  the  best  adraatage 
in  large  bodies.  They  have  not  an  experience  of 
that  kmd;  disciplined  troops  would  hare  the  ad- 
vantage. I  reprobate  the  idea  of  a  standing  army, 
which  might  endanger  tbe  liberty  of  this  country; 
but  I  consider  the  troops  contemplated  in  the  act 
of  Congress  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  until  pe»ee 
shall  be  obtained,  and  therefore  shall  rote  agaiiut 
a  reduction.  Every  step  has  been  taken,  and  1 
dare  say  will  be  taken,  by  the  Pbebideht,  to  pro- 
cure a  peace  without  bloodshed.  Our  meaaengeis 
of  peace  hare,  in  some  places,  been  raurd^ed- 
and  yet  be  has  sent  messengers  to  others. 

Mr.  C1.ABE. — One  would  suppose,  from  the  style 
of  tbe  debate,  that  we  were  gomg  to  abandon  the 
frontiers,  the  safety  of  the  country,  iat.,  and  to 
disband  the  whole  of  the  army:  for,  tke  argnmeus 
of  those  gentlemw  who  are  opiposed  to  the  mo- 
tion seem  to  be  calculated  to  mislead  the  House, 
in  that  way.  and  to  prove  that  the  question  under 
consideration  is  for  redustng  the  whole  of  tbe 
troops  now  existing.  But  this  is  so  far  frombeii^ 
the  true  state  of  the  matter,  that  it  is  not  even 
contemplated  to  disband  a  single  man  of  them ;  it 
only  goes  to  the  prevention  of  raising  any  more 
troops,  which,  perhaps,  would  be  the  safest  policy 
under  the  present  circumstances  and  temper  of 
the  United  States.  There  are  about  three  thou- 
sand three  hundred  effective  men  already  raised, 
who  are  sufficient  to  garrison  the  forts  on  the  fron- 
tier, agreeably  to  (he  gentleman's  statement  wbo 
introduced  the  motion;  and,  indeed,  it  seems  as  i£ 
they  were  fully  competent,  if  we  oeliere  the  re- 
port (hat  the  whole  of  the  Indian  force,  at  the 
time  of  meeting  General  Si.  Clair,  and  when  they 
exerted  themselres  to  the  utmost,  was  but  ooe 
thousand  two  hundred  warriors. 

Mr.  C.  made  some  further  remarks  on  the  sen- 
timents which  had  been  expressed  by  the  geiitle- 
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man  last  up ;  Aud.  in  speaking  of  tbe  diicretioiiuy 
powers  vesiadin  tke  Psbsidbht,  be  was  of  t^Muiwi 
that  the  situaiion.  of  tha  Chief  Magistrate  in  liiis 
respect  was  extiemeljr  delicate:  for,  supposing  he 
might  be  iocJined  lo  stop  the  recruiting  service, 
and  reduce  the  wareslabrishment;  and  supposing 
tbe  frontiers  to  be  again  harassed,  it  might  be 
charged  Ui  kim  for  not  bavine  kept  up  the  le^ 
complement  of  men.  Under  wis  unpresaioDj  Mr. 
C-  irished  that  some  way  could  be  adopted  of  con- 
veving  to  the  Pk^sidbn't  khe  sentiments  of  the  Ije- 
gislklure  on  this  subject,  without  the  tedious  foim 

Mr.  Pajikbb.— The  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr.  Habtlsy]  has  been  reading  a  section  of 
the  law,  to  inform  us  <^  the  diacietionary  powers 
veatedia  the  PftKsinENT. which  webave  heard  from 
odier  members  befwe  ne  rose,  and  which  we  all 
knew  as  well  as  himself  I  am  sorry  to  bear  sen- 
tlemeO,  when  they  have  no  othra  resource  of  ar- 
gument left,  so  often  resorting  to  the  name  of  tbe 
PRGBiB£NT,tocarry  their  measures;  and  yet,  in  the 
jKeseal  initaJice,  1  much  doubt  whether  those  sol- 
limeats  are  avowed  by  the  Prbsidbht,  which  have 
been  laid  lo  his  cha^^  In  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate: bowevef,  if  they  were  really  so,  this  is  not 
a  sufficient  reason  to  siieoce  me,  or  to  preveDi  me 
fronv  delivering  my  own  sentiments,  sad  those  of 
my  constituents  who  sent  me  here  to  do  so.  He 
vindicated  the  character  of  the  militia,  in  opposi- 
tion- to  the  disgraceful  picture  which  Mr.  Wads' 
WORTH  bad  painted  of  this  respectable  class  of 
citizens,  whom  he  (Mr.  P.)  insisted  were  always 
nore  spirited  soldiery,  and  fitter  for  Gghtinf  Ine 
Indians  than  tbe  regulars,  although  they  did  not 
always  move  at  tbe  sound  of  a  trumpet  or  beat  of 
a  drum,  which  were  ueeessary  to  rouse  the  atten- 
tion of  heart-broken,  mercenary  troopo,  vbo  sel- 
dom act  but  tiom  force,  or  fear  of  tbe  whipping- 
post. Militia  were  not  so  well  acquaintea  with 
military  show,  or  the  display  of  columns;  neither 
did  tbe  Pbbsidght  or  the  Umtrd  Stateb,  when 


icting  Major  of  a  regiment  little  better  than 
litia,  find  that  the  doctrine  of 


great  service  lo  mm. 

Mr.  P.  further  mentioned,  that  the  forenumer's 
of -General  Borgoyne's  army  were  taken  by  Ge- 
oetal  Stark's  militia  near  Bennington;  and  the 
capture  of  the  whole  of  Burgoyne's  army  was 
clueflv  brought  about  by  militta,  a«  Oeneral  Lin- 
coln ftad  very  few  regular  troops  at  the  time  of 
bis  surrender.  In  short,  the  militia  bote  a  cou- 
SBicvous  share  of  almost  every  engagem sot  during 
the  war.  At  Trenton,  the  men  who  took  the  Hesr 
sians  were  little  other  than  militia,  as  they  bad 
been  raised  but  a  short  time  before.  Mr.  P.  could 
vouch  for  (hem,  as  he  was  a  witness  of  their  ac- 
tivity and  bravery.  Another  instance  offered  of 
their  success  at  Charleston,  after  it  was  taken  by 
the  British  and  the  regulars  drove  off)  tbe  militia 
kept  possession  of  the  country  and  supported  them- 
selves. He  also  remembered  bavins  been  called 
away  from  the  regular  orm^  in  the  North  to  take 
tbe  command  of  some  militia  in  Virginia,  who 
supported  themselves  for  twelve  montns  without 
either  pay  or  provisions  from  the  United  States; 


•ad  yet  they  were  never  once  defeated  or  dis- 
graced, neither  did  they  leave  tbe  country  unpro- 
tected and  exposed;  and  all  tbev  received  for  their 
services  was  certificates  which  necessity  obliged 
them  to  alienate  at  three  shiUings  in  the  pomid, 
to  pMsons  who  aie  now  in  possession  ot  them 
drawing  an  atmual  interest  of  nearly  as  much, 
and  who  never  perhaps  bad  a  good  wish  towara 
the  Revolution.  He  next  quoted  the  militia  un- 
der Ci^onel  Mefcer,  at  Yorktown,  who  were  suc- 
cesaful  in  a  skirmish  with  tbe  enemy  under  Tarle- 
toD.  These  and  sereraloAer  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  militia,  whom  he  still  maintained  to  be  the 
best  security  of  a  country,  were  used  by  Mr.  P. 
He  would  not  advocate  tbe  raiang  them  from  all 
ports  of  the  United  States,  but  only  in  such  places 
aa  the  safety  of  the  frontiers  required  it  most: 
they  were  not,  to  be  sure,  accustomed  to  the  dis- 
play of  the  column,  &c.,  but  thej  knew  how  to 
take  tbe  Indians  in  a  proper  way  through  the 
woods. 

It  gave  him  pain  to  hear  the  character  of  the 
militia  so  much  traduced,  aiid  it  alao  was  a  pain- 
ful reflection  to  think  of  tbe  two  diseraceful  de- 
feats of  our  armies  under  Oenerals  Hanoar  and 
St  Clair;  indeed.  It  would  have  a  strange  appear- 
ance to  the  world,  to  think  that  ibis  country  is  in- 
habited by  the  same  men  who  lived  in  1776.  He 
repealed  what  he  bad  before  asserted,  that  moat 
of  the  present  regulars  were  eoUected  from  the 
stews  sind  brothab  of  the  cities,  and  had  none  of 
the  spirit  or  principles  of  the  honest  yeomanry, 
who  composed  the  militia  during  former  war?, 
when  every  man  turned  out  impressed  with  a 
good  cause. 

It  was  not,  he  said,  his  desire  to  criminate  any 
individual  in  office,  although  he  would  maintain 
his  right  of  expressing  his  opinion  on  that  floor, 
so  long  as  he  held  a  seat  in  the  House.  But  with 
regani  to  myself,  said  be,  1  am  not  disposed  to 
pour  incoise  into  any  man's  cap;  I  respect  tbe 
Pbesident  as  much  as  any  man,  and  think  him 
incapable  of  doing  wrong,  at  least  on  those  princi- 
ples that  foreign  despots  are  supposed  to  do  no 
wrong,  because  tbe  peqjie  are  their  subjects,  and 
dare  not  to  say  tfaeu  Sovereigns  do  wrong,  and 
dare  not  contradict  this  tyrannic  maxim.  If  the 
House,  or  if  the  Pkbhobnt,  have  conmiitted  aa 
error,  they  ought  to  correct  it;  for  uy  part,  I  con- 
ceived the  whole  of  the  plan  wrong  from  tbe  be- 
ginning. From  the  present  appearances,  he  was 
convinced  we  should  get  no  peace  with  the  In- 
dians, unleu  it  were  dictated  by  the  British  agents 
in  Canada;  for  it  was  clear,  as  lon^  as  they  can 
do  us  the  injustice  lo  withhold  territory  from  us, 
we  can  have  little  reason  to  expect  their  aid  or 
friendship  in  bringing  about  a  peace  which  is  so 
desirable.  He  hoped  to  live  to  see  the  da)[  that 
America  will  be  aole  to  show  herself  superior  to 
her  enemies,  and  chastise  them:  at  present,  it 
would  be  improper  lo  engage  in  any  wmt,  if  it 
could  be  avoided. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  reasons  offered  by 
Mr.  P.  for  being  om>osed  to  a  war  establishment, 
he  also  remarked,  inat  it  was  from  a  desire  to  see 
the  puUic  debt  ledaemed  widumt  rttotting  to 
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new  Uuett;  for  if  thiM  once  should  get  fixed  iKert, 
(poinling  Qjp  to  the  Senate  Chamber,)  we  should 
nevet  be  able  to  withdraw  them,  wnether  they 
were  necessary  or  not.  He  concluded  by  a  hearty 
wish  that  the  motion  made  by  his  friend  from 
North  Carolina  might  succeed.  * 

Mr.  BooDiNOT  was  against  the  niolion,  as  he 
thought  any  immediate  alteration  of  the  present 
system  would  be  attended     ''    ' 


it  would  be  justi- 
fiable to  alter  it.  Il  would  show  an  instability  io 
our  public  measures,  especially  at  this  moment, 
wlien  we  have  done  everything  to  bring  about  a 
peace  with  the  hostile  Indians:  and,  wheo  it  is 
just  advancing  to  the  season  for  effecting-  it — when 
It  is  Ht  the  eve  of  completion — shall  we  rashly 
cotmteract  the  whole?  and  after  having  brought 
the  enemy,  who  were  so  much  elated  on  account 
of  their  recent  success,  to  a  proper  sense  of  out 


our  own  consequence  before  we  have 
plished  the  object?  The  Indiuis  would,  in  this 
case,  most  indubitably  raise  tbeir  demands  in  pro- 
portkon  to  what  they  supposed  to  be  our  wit- 
ness.    Mr.  B.  added  several  other  observations. 

Mr.  W1UL19  had  always  been  strongly  impressed 
with  a  dislike  for  standins  armieaj  but  when  he 
considered  the  situation  of  the  frontiers,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  State  of  Geoivia.  he  must  ^ve 
his  vote  against  the  motion,  ^^itile^  did  he  think 
two  regiments  by  any  means  a  sufficient  force, 
even  to  garrison  the  posts. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosir^  a  list  of  the 
several  persons  employed  in  hia  office,  with  the 
salary  allowed  to  eaoh,  pursuant  to  the  resolution 
of  Ifajs  House  of  the  thiity-first  ultimo ;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  compensa- 
tion to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons 
who  were  killed  by  Indians,  under  the  sanction  of 
flags  of  truce ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 


Thdhsoav,  January  3. 
Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the 


Einted,  presented  a  bill  to  regulate  the  claims  to 
valid  Pensious:  which  was  received,  and  read 
twice  and  committed. 

The  House  a«ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  make  compensation 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons  who 
were  killed  by  Indians,  under  the  sanction  of  flags 
of  truce  i  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  again 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
■everal  amendments  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  araend- 
monis,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SpiAiiBB  hid  before  the  House  a  l^ner 


frotn  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  a  list  ol  the 
persons  employed  in  the  several  offices  of  hia  De- 
partment, with  the  salary  allowed  to  each,  pum- 
ant  to  the  resolution  of  this  House,  of  ibe  3lit 
ultimo;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  taUe. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  the  Hoax 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  White 
in  the  Chair,)  on  Mr.  Steele's  motion  for  reducing 
part  of  the  present  military  establishment  c^  the 
United  Stales. 

In  reply  to  the  speech  made  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Waobwohth,  and  which  had  been  expressed  in 
such  strong  language,  Mr.  Steele  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  few  observntions,  as  a  prelimi- 
nary, before  the  House  went  further  into  the 
debate. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  disputed 
the  calculations  which  he,  Mr.  S.,  had  produced. 
Perhaps  the  gentleman's  calculations  may  be  right, 
and  perhaps  both  of  our  statements  may  be  so^lmt 
with  respect  to  those  which  I  produced,  if  the  acts 
of  Congress  are  false,  if  the  reports  and  estimates 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments  on  your  (able,  Mr. 
Speaker,  are  false,  then  my  statements  are  wrong, 
or  "  untrue"  as  the  gentleman  expressed  it,  and  for 
which,  1  hope,  on  more  cool  reflection,  he  will  not 
adhere  to.  Mr.  S.  then  read  the  acts  of  Congress 
of  the  aOth  of  September,  1789,  26th  of  March, 
1790,  and  12th  of  August,  same  year ;  the  1  Ith  of 
February,  1791,  and  33d  December,  1793,  &«.^from 
which  he  clearly  proved  that  every  item  of  his  cat- 
iDlalionS  was-exactly  quoted.  He  knew  of  nosor- 
plussage  unexiieDded  at  the  War  Department,  bat 
il40,000,  as  reported  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury ;  if  any  gentlemen  in  the  House  knew  of  any 
other,  he  hoped  they  would  mention  them.  For 
his  part,  he  thought  the  estimate  for  1793  showed 
very  little  savings  any  where  from  the  grants  of 
the  preceding  year,  but  it  contained  demands  tor 
new  grants  much  larger  than  for  any  former  year. 
This,  however,  was  a  subject  be  did  not  at  present 
mean  to  say  much  on,  until  he  should  hear  the 
sentiments  of  other  members.  He  therefore  sat 
down  with  a  reservation,  that  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  replyine  to  such  arguments  as  might  be 
adduced  against  his  proposition, 

Mr.  Wadswobth  disavowed  any  intention  of 
beins  indelicate  in  his  expressions  yesterday,  to- 
ward the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina;  and  if 
he  had,  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  said  anythingto 
which  that  gentleman  could  take  offence,  it  was 
not  meant  so,  and  be  w»s  ready  to  retract  it.  He 
could  not,  however,  avoid  takin?  notice,  that  the 
gentleman's  arguments  appeared  to  him  to  convey 
a  strong  censure  on  the  Executive,  and  to  spread 
abroad  improper  impressions.  The  principal  error 
which  he  dwelt  on,  was  that  of  quoting  the  differ- 
ence between  the  appropriations  of  1789  and  1790, 
to  be  so  great  as  appeared  from  that  gentleman's 
statement.  But  the  fact  is,  that  the  gentleman 
had  overlooked  the  laws,  and  instead  of  quoting; 
the  amount  of  the  tvo  appropriations  made  in  1789, 
he  had  only  mentioned  the  amount  of  one,  conse- 
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e  (eal  comparative  approptiatious  of  those 

Sean ;  for,  when  they  are  taken  in  the  whole,  the 
iffcrence  is  not  so  great,  nor  the  increase  so  miich 
as  Mr.  Steele  exhibited  it,  by  $37,080.  In  like 
manner,  the  comparative  increases  of  the  other 
years,  1791, 1792,  and  1793,  have  been  misstated, 
and  the  truth  is,  that  the  total  increases  are  not 
leu,  but  mt/re  than  the  gentlemao  represented 
them  by  the  sum  of  »567,530  7S. 

Mr.  Clabk  hoped  the  geaileman  lost  up  did  not 
suppose  that  the  House  was  going  to  war  with  the 
Secretary  of  War.  He  sincerely  wished  that  some 
means  should  be  adopted  of  couTeviDg  the  sense 
of  the  House  to  the  PitEsinENT,  who  would  there-' 
by  be  considerably  relieved  from  the  delicate  situ- 
ation in  which  he  now  stands  with  re^rd  to  the 
discretionary  powers  vested  in  him.  Before  Mr. 
C  sat  down,  He  suggested  the  idea  of  filling  up 
the  blank  in  Mr  Steele's  motion,  with  the  word 
three,  so  as  to  linut  the  military  to  three  regi- 

Mr.  MiLLEDGB  liked  the  spirit  of  the  motion,  in 
regard  to  the  prevention  of  standing  armies  j  but 
he  was  against  its  being  put  in  practice  at  the 

S resent  time.  He  difierea  from  the  gentleman 
vm  New  Jersey,  and  as  hia  motion  liad  not  a. 
second  he  would  proceed.  He  wished  the  (ques- 
tion under  consideration  Co  go  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  that  a  fair  and  open  discussion 
of  every  point  of  the  important  subject  might 
be  brought  into  view.  The  sitnadon  of  the 
Stale  he  bad  the  honor  to  represent,  had  been 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  debate;  he  therefore 
felt  himself  called  on  to  deliver  his  sentiments; 
that  he  was  persuaded  there  was  not  a  member  in 
the  House  who  more  ardently  wished  for  peace 
than  himself;  or  who  would  go  further  to  promote 
30  desirable  an  object,  as  puttine  an  end  (o  a  sa- 
vage war,  and  an  enormous  public  expense ;  but 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  reduction  of  the  mili- 
tary establishment  would  not  answer  either  of 
those  purposes;  that  it  well  became  members  to 
take  into  consideration  such  parts  of  the  Union  as 
lay  exposed,  and  then  judge  the  pro^H'iety  of  the 
intended  measure;  that  it  was  well  known  that 
Georgia  was  a  frontier  State,  bordering  on  one 
side  by  a  nation  with  whom  a  just  understanding 
and  intercourse  still  remains  to  be  settled  by  treaty, 
and  on  the  other  by  a  warlike  tribe  of  Indians,  the 
most  numerous  of  any  on  the  Continent,  ten  tciou- 
xand  warriors,  besides  the  Cherokee  nation  of 
three  thousand  and  five  hundred.  A  State,  in 
proportion  to  its  wealth,  and  inproportion  to  what 
It  coutributes  to  the  General  Government,  of  the 
fewest  inhabitants,  an  extent  of  frontier  from  the 
river  Si.  Mary  to  the  northernmost  ttne,  full  three 
huitdred  miles — a  country  hardly  at  any  period 
enjoying  perfect  safely,  since  the  commeucement 
of  the  Revolution.  My  constituents,  said  he,  adopt- 
ed the  Federal  system,  from  a  hope  that  we  should 
be  protected :  some  of  them,  at  inis  moment,  have 
never  been  able  to  return  to  their  habitations, 
which  they  left  at  the  commencement  of  the  war; 
and  1  am  warranted  in  saying  that  s  P&i't  of  my 
constituents  are  now  throughout  the  State  under 


arms.  Let  members  for  a  moment  place  their 
constituents  in  the  situation  of  mine,  and  let  me 
ash  them  if  they  would  not  demand  the  protecting 
arm  of  Government?  As  yet  we  have  experienced 
little  more  than  the  enforcing  a  treaty,  that  has 
not  been  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  Brilbh, 
which  has  reduced  some  of  our  first  citizens  to  a 
stale  of  dependence  on  those  who  not  long  ago 
were  their  avowed  and  open  enemies,  and  a  de- 
privation of  our  territorial  right,  for  the  yielding 
of  which  a  permanent  peace  and  permanent  line 
were  to  be  establbhed.  Of  the  peace  we  have 
experienced  no  great  share,  and  as  for  the  perma- 
nent line  it  sliU  remains  to  be  run,  and,  from  well 
Sounded  information,  the  half-way  conduct  of  the 
reeks  the  other  day  with  Mr.  Seagrove,  gives 
very  little  reason  to  expect  it.  Such  was  the  situ- 
ation of  his  State.  But  to  the  point,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  we  set  out  wronir  in  warring  with 
the  Indians  at  any  rate.  Unfortunately  for  us, 
the  event  has  not  answered  the  design,  and  we  are 
now  reduced  to  that  stale  ihat  hardly  any  chanee 
can  mend.  The  unaccountable  success  of  the  m- 
dians  has  so  elated  them  wiih  their  prowess,  and 
which  likewise  has  presented  views  to  the  Eng- 
lish and  Spanish  they  never  dreamed  of,  and  the 
federated  situation  of  the  different  tribes  occasioned 
liim  not  to  hesitate  in  pronouncing  that  the  seve- 
ral frontier  States  wonid  be  more  or  less  exposed 
to  the  cruel  ravages  of  a  savage  warfare.  If  the 
customs  of  savage  tribes  did  not  direct  ihem  to- 
wards us,  they  were  incessantly  excited  by  the 
British  and  Spaniards  to  amuse  us  with  false  pre- 
tences of  peace,  white  they  were  engrossing  the 
advantages  of  their  trade.  The  aged  Indians  kept  to 
(heir  hunting,  and  the  young  men  were  gratified  in 
the  military  exploits  with  the  blood  of  our  fellow- 
citizens.  In  this  situation  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  a  distance  of  not  less  than  fifteen 
hundred  mites,  must  be  garrisoned.  He  left  it  to 
gentlemen  to  calculate  what  force  would  be  re- 
quired for  that  purpose,  if  troops  should  be  em- 
ployed in  no  other  way.  Militia,  he  said,  were 
for  sudden  invasion;  they  were  scattered  when 
they  returned,  and  must  be  protected  wbileat  home. 
The  jealousy  of  the  English,  and  their  anient- 
ing  their  force,  surely  ought  not  to  occasion  the 
reduclionof  any  part  of  ours;  if  anything,  it  oucht 
to  have  a  contrary  effect.  He  likewise  said  £at 
it  would  be  necessary  to  view  the  early  history  of 
our  country,  and  fisu  what  had  been,  the  conduct 
of  Spaniards  and  Indians  about  the  commeuce- 
ment of  the  present  century.  The  Spaniards,  at 
the  same  spot  where  they  now  are,  by  theii 
treachery,  when  they  were  at  peace  with  the  Eng- 
lish, at  a  time  when  the  Carolinians  little  suspect- 
ed, when  they  imagined  they  were  in  perfect  alli- 
ance with  the  Indians,  the  Yamasses,  Creeks,  and 
Cherokees,  those  Inaians.  by  their  insligatioti, 
massacred  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  their  inhabit- 
ants, and  drove  the  rest  into  Charleston.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  capital  of  Georgia  are  as  much 
exposed  as  the  Carolinians  then  were ;  a  distance 
of  twenty  miles  from  Savaimah,  places  them  in 
an  open,  uninhabited  country,  to  uie  Creek  nation, 
and  witnin  that  twenty  utiles,  thinly  inhftbiteA  on 
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account  of  ihe  nature  of  their  cultivation.  Whai 
had  happened,  be  said,  mic'ht  happen  a^in :  the 
Spaniards  had  not  changed  their  policy.  If,  there- 
fore, we  are  forewarceQ,  ought  we  not  lo  be  fore- 
armed? That,  from  their  dangerous  situation,  even 
on  a  peace  establishment,  there  ought  to  be  at  least 
fire  hundred  troops  on  that  frontier. 

If  public  officers  hare  misapplied  the  public  mo- 
ney, the  Constitution  pointed  out  a  mode  to  punish 
tfaem.  The  Oovemment  belongs  to  the  people, 
the  officers  are  their  servants,  we  are  their  Repre- 
sentatives, and  we  ou^ht  to  do  them  justice.  He 
conceived  it  was  praiseworthy  in  any  member  to 
afford  any  aid  or  information  in  his  power  to  bring 
these  things  to  light ;  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
make  strict  inquiry  into  the  eipenditnr*  of  public 
money ;  that  he  was  sent  by  his  constituents  to 
protect  their  property,  and  in  doing  that  should 
vote  against  the  present  proposition. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  observed  that  a  difference  of 
opinion  existed  in  respect  to  the  motion  for  reduc- 
ing the  Army.  The  mover  was  for  filling  up  the 
blank  with  two  regiments;  but  Mr.  Ci  '     ' 


proposed  three,  and  was  against  discharging 
of  those  already  enlisted.    The  principle  of 


motion  wati  what  he  wished  to  speak 
by  the  comparative  view,  so  much  alluded  to  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  of  militia  and  regulars, 
he  struck  at  once  into  the  heart  of  the  question. 
The  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  from  the 
savings  to  be  made  by  the  reduction  of  the  Army, 
seemed  to  be  a  principal  object  with  some  mem- 
bers, but,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  no  more  than  a 
secondary  one:  the  defence  of  the  frontier  is  of 
tniperior  concern. 

The  origin  of  the  war  goes  much  farther  back 
than  that  of  the  present  Government ;  it  arose  out 
of  the  war  with  Britain ;  and  it  has  been  ever 
since  changing  for  the  worse,  nntil  it  has  at  length 
assumed  a  very  alarming  complexion  ;  for  it  has 
united  a  greater  number  of  tribes  than  has  ever 
been  known,  and  it  has  exposed  a  much  greater 
extent  of  our  frontier.  With  regard  to  the  mis- 
management or  abuses,  if  any  there  were,  it  was 
no  place  to  discuss  such  subjects  by  desultory  de- 
bating in  this  House,  whilst  there  were  other 
modes  open.  He  did  not,  however,  believe  that 
any  material  abuses  had  taken  place  indeed. 
This  war  is  not  one  of  the  faults  chargeable  to 
the  Executive,  for  it  might  with  more  justice, 
perhaps,  be  said  to  have  had  its  origin  in  the  in- 
efl'ectnal  measures  of  the  Legislature.  The  first 
Confess  assembled  under  the  present  Govern- 
ment fotmd  the  tTnion  in  a  state  of  war ;  and  al- 
though one  regiment  was  stationed  at  Pittsburg, 
yet  the  militia  were  not  relieved  from  actual  ser- 
vice. But  the  lately  raised  troops  may  perhaps  be 
feimd  more  effectual,  as  it  is  said  there  is  an  excel- 
lent system  of  discipline  established  amongst 
them. 

With  regard  to  the  argument  that  the  Union 
cannot  aimport  so  heavy  an  expense  by  new  taxes, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  every  consideration  ought 
to  rive  way  to  the  safety  and  protection  of  ihe 
•ouitry. 

A  particulat  plan  is  set  Into  operation  for  ac- 


complishing a  peace,  and  itonght  not  to  bear- 
rested  without  a  trial  being  made.  The  ill-de- 
fined law  authorizing  the  President  to  call  out  the 
■Ittia,  and  the  levies  under  General  Harmar.did 
t  answer  the  end  Intended,  for  the  time  of  tneir 
tistment  had  nearly  expired  ere  they  had  reached 
eir  destination ;  but  if  General  Harmar  had  car- 
id  out  two  regiments  of  permanent  troops,  be 
could,  without  the  assistance  of  the  militia,  have 
destroyed  all  the  Indian  towns  and  villages  that 
stood  in  his  way,  and  he  would  have  completed 
the  object  of  erecting  a  line  of  posts  which 
would  secure  a  lasting  peace ;  but  from  the  weak- 
ness of  the  force  and  the  inefiicacy  of  the  law,  the 
purpose  was  arrested  at  a  critical  moment,-  and 
the  ven^ance  of  the  Indians  roused  totheutino&t 
pitch;  instead  of  their  fears  being  alarmed,  the 
next  step  of  raising  another  regiment  was  of  s 
piece  with  the  former  weak  policy ;  for  Ihe  en- 
couragement was  insufficient,  and  the  miserable 
two-doUar  men  who  were  raised  for  a  six  months* 
service — their  fate  is  too  well  known,  and  will 
be  long  remembered.  They  arrived  at  the  wil- 
derness with  clothing  that  lasted  only  to  the  time 
they  reached  the  .scene  of  action,  and  those  who 
were  not  cut  ofi'by  the  enemy  weie  left  to  starve 
with  cold  in  the  most  inclement  season. 

The  fatal  catastrophe  of  this  campaign  has  only 
served  to  elate  the  Indians,  and  render  them  inso- 
lent, as  appears  from  their  treatment  of  our  mes- 
sengers under  flags  of  truce.  The  parsimony  on 
those  occasions  has  been  the  cause  of  a  double 

In  opposition  to  this,  it  may  be  said  that  those 

firsimonious  plans  were  recommended  by  the 
xecutive,  and  only  enacted  into  laws  by  the  Le- 
gislature. This,  however,  if  it  were  the  ftct,  is 
no  apolr^  for  Ae  Legislature,  for  they  have  no 
right  to  cast  their  Legislative  responsibility  upon 
the  Executive  Dernrtment ;  nor  can  they  do  it 
wiihont  a  breach  of  trust  towards  their  constitu- 
ents. The  members  knew  that  the  encourage- 
ment of  pay  and  time  of  enlistments  would  never 
answer  any  good  purpose  ;  the  want  of  resources 
could  have  been  no  reason  for  that  parsimony  to- 
ward the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  because  it  is 
known  that  we  found  revenue  enough  not  only  to 
pay  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  to  support 
the  Government,  but  even  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
individual  States.  The  conviction  of  these  mis- 
takes induced  Congress,  at  last,  to  make  adequate 
Srovisioa,  and  now  an  attempt  is  made  to  with- 
raw  the  means  before  the  end  is  accomplished. 
The  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  prevented 
us  from  giving  higher  wages  to  encourage  the  re- 
ciuiting  service ;  out  notwithstanding  dl  this,  it 
appears  to  go  on  with  considerable  success. 

Here  he  mentioned  something  of  the  confiden- 
tial communications  which  he  was  not  now  at 
liberty  to  explain.  The  gentleman  who  says  that 
two  regiments  are  sufficient  to  garrison  the  forts, 
ought  to  consider  that  garrisoning  those,  is  not  the 
only  object  in  contemplation.  If  we  expect  to 
exist  as  a  nation  we  must  protect  the  whole  fron- 
tier, and  make  it  the  interest  of  the  Indians  to  be 
at  peace  with  us. 
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Bot  do  gentlemen  consider  the  coiiseqnencea  of 
throwing  all  internal  defence  and  distant  expedi- 
tioDS  apoD  the  militia?  Is  it  not  enough  that  they 
already  stand  as  a  piqnei  guard  to  their  brethren 
■who  live  at  ease;  that  they  eat  their  bread  in  the 
ftar  of  their  Uves,  and  are  frequently  emhittered 
with  the  view  of  mournful  incidents ;  hut  that 
ire  must  lay  a  deliberate  plan  for  increasing  the 
namber  of  their  fatherless  children  and  chimless 
parotts? 

To  say  that  those.  States  who  hare  frontiers, 
onght  to  be  left  to  protect  themselTes,  Is  a  very 
tuati-Federal  sentiment,  which  he  was  sorry  to 
hear  advanced  in  that  House.  Neither  is  it  genb- 
rods  to  say  we  will  pay  the  expense,  and  let  them 
fight  for  us.  Do  gentlemen  contemplate  to  what 
tsme  these  principles  would  leadl  Do  they  not 
observe  that  the  late  of  the  Government  is  dee[dy 
involved  in  the  decision?  Perhaps  1  may  be  ask- 
ed. Did  not  the  States  depend  chiefly  upon  their 
own  exertion  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  un- 
der the  old  Congressl  Yes,  they  did,  and  were 
better  protected  than  since  that  period.  But  let 
it  be  recollected  that  at  the  time  the  States  had 
die  command  of  their  own  resources,  and  the  lay- 
ing and  executing  their  own  plans,  that  the  In- 
dians were  not  so  formidably  combined.  But  that 
since  the  States  had  not  the  power  of  retaliating, 
nor  the  means  of  gratifying  with  presents;  since 
the  Indians  have  been  solemnly  told  to  look  away 
ftom  the  little  fires  of  the  States,  to  the  great  fire 
of  the  Union,  they  have  looked  upon  m  as  a 
formidable  and  dangerous  foe,  and  made  lh( 

rsDgements  accordmgly,  and  European  na , 

and  emissaries  ateong  them,  have  improved  npon 
the  circumstance,  and  excited  uid  aided  them  in 
their  union  and  exertions. 

He  made  some  further  remarks  on  the  impolicy 
of  oppressing  the  militia  at  Marietta,  &c.,  and 
xsked  if  it  were  possible  that  those  unfortunate 
few  could  be  able  to  protect  the  whole  (Vootier 
against  the  united  force  of  the  Indians? 

He  agreed  with  those  who  said  that  the  sense  of 
the  people  of  America  was  in  favor  of  peace ;  but 
the  question  is  come  to  this.  It  is  not  to  begin  a 
war  that  we  have  raised  this  army,  but  to  procure 
a  peace,  and  so  soon  as  this  end  is  attained,  the 
Army  will  be  discharged.  It  is  raised  to  protect, 
not  to  oppress,  or  to  aid  in  govemingour citizens. 
I  know,  said  he,  that  standitig  armies  have  always 
been  sources  of  oppression  and  aids  of  tyranny. 
Oar  people  may  long  be  governed  without  such 
aids;  their  situation  will  not  admit  of  abuses  from 
standing  armies,  nor  would  the  citizens  submit  to 

He  was  confident  that  the  Army  wonld  be  dis- 
charged by  the  next  Letpslalure,  as  soon  as  a  pros- 
pect of  our  affairs  wiff  adtnit  it.  The  present 
prospects  were  not  of  a  very  flattering  nature,  and 
therefore  it  was  good  policy  to  keep  up  the  force 
at  the  present  crisis;  and  it  would  De  dangerous 
to  repeal  the  law  under  the  circumstances. 

The  present  Indbn  war  is  essentially  difierent 
from  any  former  one.  When  Britain  and  France 
divided  North  America  betwixt  them,  if  the  emis- 
sniea  of  both  eieitcd  the  Indtims  to  —    '^~ 


I  of  both  afforded  protection.  When  Britain 
became  possessed  of  the  Western  posts,  and  manv 
>  or  Indians  commenced  a  war,  the  Britisn 
Goverument  conducted  the  war,  carried  it  into  the 
Indian  country,  and  by  the  dread  of  their  anas 
procured  peace  ;  but  the  Indians  were  not  then 
supported  by  other  Powers.  In  the  present  war, 
the  Indians  who-at  that  lime  knew  nothing  of  ns, 
have  combined  to  make  it  a  common  cause ;  and 

superior  Powers  Interest  themselves  in  our  fit- 
r.     No :  they  conceive  our  interest  to  be  inimi- 

to  theirs.  But  if  they  did  not  receive  encou- 
ragement, protection,  and  supplies  from  our  supe- 
rior neighlxirs,  a  peace  would  soon  be  procured. 
The  eentlemen  who  supp<Hi  this  resolution  know 
well  now  that  matter  stands,  and  they  know  ex- 
planations here  are  not  convenient.  He  conclud- 
ed by  declaring  that  he  could  not  vote  for  the 


The  Committee  n 


r  rose,  and  had  leave  u 


Fridat,  Jannary  4. 

Samcei.  ([Stebrett,  from  Maryland,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat' in  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to  the  bill  to  make  compensa- 
tion to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons 
who  were  killed  by  Indians  under  the  sanction  of 
llags  of  truce ;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were 
agreed  to  and  others  disagreed  to.  And  then  the 
said  bill,  being  further  amended  at  the  Clerk's  ta- 
bl^  was,  togeUier  with  the  amendments,  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing 
lists  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  several  otS- 
ces  of  his  Department,  with  the  salary,  allowed  to 
each ;  also,  a  Letter  accompanying  certain  state- 
ments relative  to  foreign  loans,  which  have  been 
made  by  the  United  States,  under  the  authority 
of  the  President,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of 
this  House  of  the  34th  and  27th  ultimo;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  an  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  Invalid  Pensions ;  and,  after  some  lime  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 

Satdrdat,  January  £>. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Hud- 
son, in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  slating  the  inconveniences 
under  which  they  labor,  from  being  obliged  to  re- 
gister, enter,  and  clear  their  vessels  at  the  port  of 
New  York,  and  praying  that  the  said  city  of  Hud- 
son may  be  made  a  port  of  entry.  Referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  make  compensation  to  tha 
widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons  who  were 
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kUled  by  Indbns,  under  the  sanction  of  flags  of 
truce,  was  read  the  third  time  and^ssed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  the 
copy  of  a  message  of  Cornplanter  and  New  Ar- 
row to  Major  General  Wayne,  dated  the  8lh  of 
December  last,  relative  lo  the  measures  which 
they  have  taken  to  conclude  a  Pe^e,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  with  certain  tribes  of  hostile 
Indians;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  for  reducing  the  military  establishment 
of  the  United  Slates: 

Mr.  MooBB  said,  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
information  before  the  House  respecting  the  pros- 
pect of  a  peace,  to  warrant  a  sudden  reduction  of 
the  Army.  He  referred  lo  the  abuses  which  had 
been  hinted  at  in  some  of  the  branches  dependent 
on  the  War  Establishment,  but  he  did  not  believe 
there  had  been  any  worth  much  notice.  He  also 
mentioned  the  abslruseness  of  attempting  an  in- 
vestigation into  the  origin  of  the  war — whether 
the  irontier  settlers,  or  the  Indians,  were  in  fault, 
was  a  difficult  thing  to  determine ;  but  from  many 
circumstances,  it  appeared  to  him,  the  white  peo- 
^e  were  often  guilty  of  committing  depredations. 
This  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  good  reason  why  the 
protection  of  those  frontiers  should  not  be  in- 
trusted to  the  miticia  that  would  be  raised  there. 
Shall  we  intrust  the  conduct  of  that  matter  to 
the  very  persons  whom  it  has  been  alleged  are 
often  the  ag^essors  ?  Can  the  Presiuekt,  at  the 
distance  he  is  situated  from  the  Western  Terri- 
tory, check  all  the  irregular  proceedings  that  might 
happen  amongst  such  a  militia  1  There  were  two 
obvious  reasons  for  passing  the  law  of  the  5ih  of 
March,  1792,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  by 
regular  forces.  First,  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  militia  would  always  prove  successful  against 
the  Indians,  because  the  latter  are  gaining  more 
experience  every  day  in  the  mode  ot  warfare,  and 
there  can  be  no  dependence  on  a  treaty  between 
those  militia  and  the  Indians.  The  second  reason 
was,  that  the  President  was  strongly  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  establishiog  the  greatest  de- 
gree of  harmony  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Indians,  by  encouraging  and  protectinga  trade 
with  them,  and  that  this  could  be  easiest  and  best 
effected  by  establishing  a  line  of  forts  along  the 
frontiers,  to  be  garrisoned  by  regular  troops.  Mr. 
M.  next  mentioned  something  of  the  manners  and 
customs  of  the  Indians,  whose  practice  it  is  to 
spend  most  of  their  time  on  ibeir  hunting  grounds, 
leaving  their  old  men,  women,  and  children,  in 
their  towns.  They  have  no  ru^ular  plan  of  Go- 
vernment, and  can  only  be  attached  by  influencing 
some  of  their  chiefs.  The  system  of  harassing 
them  by  burning  and  destroying  their  towns  at 
the  time  they  are  employed  in  hunting,  has  come 
recommended  to  us  by  experience,  and  regular 
troops  are  the  best  to  be  emjiloyed  in  this  service. 
Their  present  inexperience  will  soon  be  done  away 


by  a  proper  mode  of  discipline,  and  why  may  itoi 
these  troops  be  soon  instructed  1  Are  they  not  as 
capable  of  receiving  instructions  as  militia,  and 
may  we  not  expect  more  subordination  amongst 
them,  than  could  possibly  be  established  over  nu- 
litia  ?  He  concluded  by  declaring  himself  against 
the  motion. 

[Here  the  Speaker  informed  the  Chair  that  he 
had  received  a  confidential  Message  from  the  Pbb- 
siDENT.  The  Commliiee  then  rose,  and  the  gal- 
leries were  closed  for  some  time.] 

The  House  having  gone  into  Committee,  the 
debate  was  renewed  by  Mr.  Williamson,  Sb". 
Madison,  and  Mr.  Steele. 

Mr.  Steele  rose  after  Mr.  Madison,  and  said 
he  was  perfectly  in  sentiment  with  that  gentle- 
man, in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  inserting  an 
amendment  to  the  motion,  whicn  might  secure  a 
sufficient  appropriation  to  carry  on  offensive  ope- 
rations against  the  hostile  Indians,  by  the  militia 
of  the  frontiers ;  and  if  an  alteration  was  pro- 
posed to  (hat  effect,  he  would  second  it.  The  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  this  question  speaks  its 
importance ;  it  is  probable  one  more  important 
win  not  occur  during  the  present  session.  On  its 
decision  are  suspended  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  their  hopes  of  a  speedy  and 
honorable  peace,  and  their  fears  of  a  standing 
army,  with  its  usual  retinue  of  {>olitical  evils. 

Tne  present  is  regarded  as  an  interesting  epoch 
in  the  affairs  of  the  United  States;  and  it  mis  been 
perceived,  with  serious  regret,  that  while  our  na- 
tional character  is  forming,  (he  hoped  it  was  not 
yet  formed,)  it  seems  to  partake,  in  some  respects, 
more  of  the  unnatural  spirit  of  Monarchy,  than  of 
the  mild  and  conciliatory  temper  of  a  Republic. 
The  principle  of  keeping  up  standing  armies, 
thouen  highly  obnoxious  to  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  has  not  been  equally  so  to  the  Govern- 
ment ;  they  have  been  maintained  and  increased 
without  affording  protection,  or  even  defence  lo 
the  frontiers.  The  supplies  necessary  to  support 
the  establishment  begin  to  discover  an  alarming 
derangement  of  the  public  Onances,  and  it  is  now 
incuinbent  on  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
check  this  growing  mischief. 

Mr.  S.  then  adverted  to  the  effects  of  standing 
armies  on  the  morals  and  political  sentiments  m 
the  people,  wherever  they  had  been  employed  ;  of 
the  expensiveness  of  all  such  establishments,  and 
of  the  wicked  purposes  to  which  they  had  been, 
and  might  be,  subservient.  He  said  ne  had  pre- 
pared himself  to  have  spoken  largely  to  this  point, 
and  to  have  quoted  the  pernicious  effects  of  such 
a  policy  in  other  nations ;  but  the  debate  having 
been  already  lengthy,  and  the  Committee  proba- 
bly fatigued,  it  would  be  sufficient  for  his  present 
Surpose,  for  the  members  to  make  their  own  re- 
cctions,  and  to  mark  the  rapid  progression  of  the 
Army  from  1789  to  1792  both  in  numbersand  ex- 
penses. Instances  from  foreign  history  are  super- 
Uuous,  when  our  own  affords  such  ample  testi- 
mony. The  establishment  began  with  one  rai- 
ment: it  is  now  five.  The  House  was  called  on 
1789  to  appropriate  a  little  more  than  S100,00D  for 
that  Department;    in  the  present    year,  above 
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*l,OOOjOOO  is  demanded.  The  reaixni  of  Has  ex- 
traordiuary  additioosl  expeodilure,  ibis  unex- 
pected increase  of  the  Army,  if  not  enveloped  in 
darkness,  iias  been  founded  on  policy  hitherto  not 
satisfactorily  explained.  He  said,  however  lightly 
he  wua  disposed  to  touch  this  part  of  the  suBjeci, 
he  could  not  avoid  reminding  the  Committee  of 
the  memorable  sentiments  of  1776,  in  regard  to 
staotliiig  armies;  of  the  universal  abhorrence  of 
the  Ameticaos  to  them  at  that  time ;  and,  to  illus- 
trate it  more  clearly,  he  read  the  expressions  of 
some  of  the  States  in  their  Bills  of  Right.  These 
were  the  sentiments  of  the  Whigs  of  1776,  and  to 
such  Whigs  he  wished  to.appealon  this  occasion- 
He  also  reminded  the  Committee  of  the  recent 
debates  of  17S8,  of  the  amendments  proposed  in 
several  of  the  State  Conventions,  of  the  unanimity 
ivhich  prevailed  among_  all  ranks  of  people  on  this 
particular 'point;  and  it  is  now  (o  be  lamented, 
said  he,  that  while  the  ink  which  recorded  these 
objectioQE  to  the  Constitution  is  yet  drying,  the 
evil  then  predicted  has  taken  place. 

If  there  is  a  subject  on  which  much  debberalion 
is  unnecessary,  in  order  to  form  a  right  opinioa,ii 
Tvould  be  in  regard  to  military  establishments. 
The  feelings  of  a  free  people  revolt  at  their  con- 
tinuance, and  every  man  who  reads  or  thinks,  can 
point  out  their  dancers.  He  said  he  felt  more 
anxiety  for  the  fate  o7  this  motion,  than  commonly 
marks  his  conduct,  because  this  is  the  last  session 
that  will  ever  afford  him  an  opportunity  to  trouble 
the  House  with  his  sentiments  on  this  or  any  other 
subject.  The  motion  was  brought  forward  to 
discharge  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  his  constitu- 
ents, to  satisfy  his  own  conscience,  and  to  afford 
that  protection  to  the  frontiers  which  they  de- 


porting the  motion,  it  ought  to  be  attributed 
these,  and  no  other  motives. 

The  question  will  now  soon  be  taken ;  if  adopt- 
ed, I  shall  be  among  those  who  rejoice ;  if  rejected, 
among  those  who  have  always  submitted  with  a  i 
pn^r  degree  of  decency  to  the  decision  of  the 
majority.  But  in  any  event,  the  public  will  know 
that  we  have  asserted  the  sense  of  the  people 
against  standing  armies,  that  we  are  anxious  to 
detend  the  frontiers  asainst  their  enemies ;  that 
we  have  recommendea  a  system  of  economy  and 
efficiency,  instead  of  profusion  and  delay ;  that  we 
have  recommendedasystem  calculated  to  produce 
victory  and  peace,  instead  of  disgrace  and  war, 
and  that  we  wish  to  rescue  the  Government  from 
the  intoxication  of  the  times,  and  all  the  apery  of 
military  establishments. 

He  said  he  had  been  attentive  to  the  arguments 
of  the  (qipoaition,  and  they  led  principally  to  four 
points.  If  neither  of  these  positions  be  found  tena- 
ble, the  motion  will  certainly  succeed ;  and  that 
they  are  not  tenable,  is  beUevedand  will  be  shown. 

1st.  It  has  been  boldly  asserted  that  the  Pbebi- 
DEMT  is  the  author  of  theexisting  system. 

Sdly.  They  call  in  question  the  sincerity  of  ont 
declarations  m  wishing  to  afford  effectual  protect- 
ion to  the  frontier*. 

3dly.  They  d^oy  the  competency  of  the  militia. 


4tbly.  The  impolicy  of  reducing  the  establish- 
ment, when  a  treaty  is  expected. 

In  regard  to  the  first,  we  deny  that  the  Pbesi- 
DGNT  is  the  author  of  tnis  plan  of  prosecuting  the 
war,  not  having  avowed  explicitiylkimself  that  he 
is  so,  no  document  appealing  to  confirm  that  opin- 
iim,  we  are  jusliGed  m  attributinga  system  which 
appears  to  us  ineffectual  to  his  Secretary  and  not 

It  is  true,  that  the  Secretary  is  only  a  finger  of 
bis  hand  and  the  intimate  connexion  which  must 
of  necessity  subsist  between  them,  perhaps  b  the 
ground  upon  which  the  assertion  has  been  made. 
The  Secretaries  arc  all  equally  near  to  the  Prbsi- 
DEKT,  and  if  it  be  admitted  that  he  is  the  author 
of  this,  he  may  with  equal  propriety,  be  said  to 
have  been  the  author  of  every  system  on  general 
subjects  which  either  of  them  have  recommended. 

Was  he  the  author  of  the  report  on  the  fisheries'! 
Was  he  the  author  of  the  plan  for  establishing  the 
National  Banki  It  is  known  that  he  was  not,  and 
circumstances  mi^ht  be  mentioned  ^which  are 
withheld  from  delicacy)  to  confirm  this  opinion. 

Was  he  the  author  of  the  Funding  System^ 
Some  gentlemen  in  the  exposition  to  this  motion, 
would  not  be  willing  to  give  the  PaseiDBNT  that 
credit  if  he  claimed  it,  and  some  who  support  this 
motion  would  not  only  be  sorry  that  the  PasBi- 
DENT  had  even  claimed  such  a  credit,  but  believe 
tliat  it  was  in  no  respect  attributable  to  him.  The 
same  gentleman,  [Mr.  WAOswoaTB,]  who  first 
asserted  that  the  President  was  the  author  of  this 
military  plan,  in  the  same  speech  admitted  it  to 
be  the  War,  as  well  as  the  plan  of  the  House,  and 
then  argued  on  the  necessity  of  stability  in  our 
measures.  It  is  not  very  material  to  the  present 
question  whose  plan  it  is,  being  a  public  measure, 
we  are  justified  in  offering  our  objections  to  it,  and 
this  is  the  first  time  that  1  have  heard  it  publicly 
asserted  that  a  Government  should  persevere  in 
an  error,  because  they  bad  undertaken  iL  If  the 
plan  be  a  good  one,  it  may  be  supported  by  reason; 
if  a  bad  one,  no  name  ought  to  Ik  called  in  to  prop 
it  up. 

The  inconsistency  of  that  gentleman's  [Mr. 
Wadswobth's]  arguments  not  only  supports  the 
motion  before  the  Committee,  ml  shows  the 
wretched  shifts  which  have  been  used  to  defeat  it. 

It  has  been  said,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that 
individual  members,  and  even  this  House,  are  in- 
competent to  decide  upon  the  efficacy  or  inefficacy 
of  inilitary  plans.  In  answer  to  Inia  it  may  be 
said,  that  il^  we  are  not  all  Qenerals,  we  are  all 
members,  and  that  we  have  the  privilege  of  think- 
ing for  ourselvesand  for  OUT  constituents.  To  ad- 
mit iliis  doctrine  in  thb  latitude  which  has  been 
expressed,  would  be  to  introduce  military  ideas 
indeed ;  it  would  be  to  make  soldiers  of  us,  instead 
of  Legislators :  nay,  worse  than  that,  it  would  be 
to  revive  the  exploded  doctrines  of  passive  obedi- 

In  regard  to  the  sincerity  of  his  intentions  to 
afford  effectual  protection  to  the  frontiers,  Mr.  S. 
said  that  he  had  been  sufficiently  explicit,  that  a 
feeling  for  the  sufferers  had  dictated  this  motion; 
that  he  was  sorry  that  it  had  been  whispered  in 
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the  ears  of  some  of  the  meittbeTS  that  it  was  in- 
teaded  to  withhold  the  necessary  appropriations, 
and  dirert  them  lo  othei  purposes. 

If  two  re^menls  were  insufficient  to^rrison  all 
the  posts  necessary  for  defence,  he  would  even, 
under  certain  restrictions,  consent  to  continue  the 
three  sub-lemons,  thereby  enabling  the  Prbbioebt 
to  establish  donble  thenumber  of  posts  now  erect- 
ed if  he  should  deem  it  advisable.  Regular  troops 
being  incapable  of  active  expeditions  against  In- 
dians in  the  wilderness,  his  wish  was  to  abandon 
that  system  and  confine  them  endrely  to  th^gar~ 


Then 


t  objectifln  to  the  a 


is  the  it 


the  gentleman  from  Ct . 

worth]  has  made  this  expression,  "  Inat  . 
expedition  under  General  St.  Clair,  the  regulars 
were  few,  and  not  to  be  named  when  compared 
with  the  number  of  the  militia."  The  truth  is, 
there  was  not  a  man  engaged  that  day  as  a  militia 
man,  except  the  advance  guard  commanded  by 
Colonel  Oldham,  which  consisted  of  about  three 
hundred,  perhaps  a  few  more,  ihe  field  return  of 
the  day  preceding  the  action  being  in  the  War 
Office,  this  can  be  ascertained  with  precision.  The 
balance  of  the  army  on  that  unfortunate  day,  had 
been  enlisted  as  regulars,  were  fought  as  regulars, 
even  clothed  as  regulars,  and  poor  fellows,  died 
tike  regulars.  They  suffered  the  fate  which  awaits 
every  rMular  army  destined  for  silnilar  expedi- 
tions. Bven  the  handfiil  of  militia  employed  that 
day,  did  not  deserve  that  name;  they  were  chiefly 
Mfastitutes  for  draughted  men  from  the  ceded  ter- 
ritory. This  draught  became  unavoidable,  from 
a  misfortune  to  General  Sevier,  which  Mr.  Steele 
related. 

The  attack  on  Major  Adair  has  also  been  men- 
tioned, as  a  procf  of  the  incompetency  <A  militia, 
aad  Mr.  S.  insisted  that  the  only  inference  which 
could  be  drawn  from  thence  was,  that  one  hoD- 
dred  militia  were  able  to  repeL  but  not  destroy 
near  two  hnndred  Indians.  Tnis  event  be  eon- 
ceived  was  in  favor  of  and  not  against  his  motion. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  arguments  of  Mr, 
WAnawoR-TB,  in  regard  to  the  war  of  1768;  of  the 
establishment  of  posts  in  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia^  and  of  the  success  of  Colonel  Boquet'e 
peditioD.  If  two  worn  out  regiments  at  that  t 
were  sufficient  to  defend  the  frontiers,  and,  with 
the  aid  of  the  militia,  to  terminate  the  war,  two 
new  regiments,  with  alt  the  vigor  which  the 
gentleman  described  them  to  possess,  with  the  aid 
of  established  posts,  and  a  much  more  effective 
militia,  can  certainly  be  equal  to  the  same  end. 
After  examining  Mr.  W.'s  a^^uraents  for 
time,  Mr,  S.  said,  that  when  analyzed,  it  would  be 
found  that  they  proved  mote  than  they 
tended  to  prove ;  but  the  merits  of  thw  m 
not  require  that  he  should  take  advuitage  of  these 

He  showed  from  the  history  of  1768,  that  though 
posts  were  estaUished,  with  a  handftal  of  regular 
troops  in  each,  they  never  answered  the  purpose 
•f  effeetuat  protection;  bat  the  froUier  people 
were  alwsys  obliged,  in  a  greM  d^ree,  to  defend 


tliemselTes;  that  they  were  best  calculated  for  that 
service,  and  that  they  would  perform  it  now  with 
alacrity  and  success,  if  well  rewarded. 


whi(^  Mr.  W.  had  alluded  to.  The  law  allows  a 
mounted  volunteer,  fViTnishing  himself  with  a  good 
horse,  good  arms,  provisions,  and  every  cither  ne- 
cessary, except  ammunition,  at  his  own  risk  and 
expense,  one  dollar  per  dav.  The  exact  expense, 
of  such  an  expedition  can  ne  calculated.  Whether 
Sal  or  not,  the  charge  to  the  public  canrtot 
be  increased.  The  contractors,  quarter-masters, 
and  hospital  departments,  are  all  avoided,  with  the 
abuses,  expenses,  and  frauds,  attending  such  esta- 
blishments. Mr.  S-  edterged  upon  this  point,  and 
said  that  these  were  always  found  to  be  the  most 
expensive  departments  in  any  army,  and  that  the 
Federal  Treasury  had  fell  their  effects  already.  In 
favor  of  the  militia,  it  may  be  asked,  who  fooght 
the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hilf;  Who  fought  the 
battle  of  New  Jersey?  Who  iiave  fought  the  In- 
dians so  often  with  success,  under  Generals  Wil- 
kinson, Scott,  Sevier,  and  others?  Who  marched 
in  1776  under  General  Rutherford,  through  the 
Cherokee  nation,  laid  waste  their  country,  and 
forced  them  to  peace?  Who  fooght  the  batues  of 
Georgia,  onder  Clark  and  Twiggs?  Who  fought 
the  battles  of  South  Carolina,  under  the  command 
of  an  honorable  member  now  ]:>resent  ?  Delicacy 
forbids  me  to  enlarge  upon  his  successes  in  his 
presence. 

WTio  fought  the  ever-memorable  battles  rf 
Cowpens,  Eing^  Mountain,  Hanging  Rock,  Bltck- 
stocks,  the  pivots  on  which  the  Revolution  turned 
in  the  SonUtran  States?  In  short,  who  fought  all 
the  battles  of  the  Southern  States,  wtiile  we  had 
a  mere  handful  of  regular  tToo]^,  scarcely  the 
shadow,  much  less  the  reality  of  an  army? 

They  were  all  fought  by  freemen,  the  substan- 
tial freeholders  of  the  country :  the  men  attached 
to  the  Revolntion  from  principle:  men  whovrere 
sensible  of  their  rights  and  fought  for  them. 

Such  men  will  not  enlist  in  regular  armies,  nor 
will  »ny  one  who  has  the  disposition  or  the  con- 
stitution of  a  freeman.  It  would  give  me  pain  to 
describe  the  trash  which  composes  all  regular 
armies:  they  enlist  for  three  aollars  a  month; 
which,  in  a  coQUtry  like  the  United  States,  is  a 
sufficient  description  oftheir  bodies  as  well  as  their 
minds.  Such  men  are  not  fit  lo  combat  the  most 
active  enemy  in  (he  world.  Here  Mr.  S.  read 
Major  Gaither'sand  Major  Trueman's  depositions, 
respecting  the  defeat  of  the  4th  November,  1791, 
stating  that  they  could  not  see  the  Indians,  becaaae 
they  were  behind  trees,  &c.;  that  the  r^^lsr  troops 
tried,  but  could  not  fight  that  way;  tltat  they 


seemed  to  be  stupid,  ai 


:T 


ible  of 


and  that  if  any  General  in  the  world  had  ccm- 
manded  such  men  that  day,  he  must  have  beoi 
defeated  as  they  were. 

An  additional  argument,  and  one  of  the  most 
weighty,  too,  against  regntar  expeditions,  in  this 
species  of  warfare,  is,  that,  by  the  slowness  of  their 
movements,  the  force  of  the  enenty  may  be  coo- 
centrated ;  time  is  Bffi>rded  them  to  form  nlliBiKes, 
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and  to  eoBfefcrUe  against  those  irtiom  they  con' 
aider  a  cotdiuihi  enemy.  It  is  otherwise  with 
militia  inciiraiong.  He  offered  a  number  of  rea- 
soDa  to  show  that  it  was  so,  and  how  essential  for 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  adopl  a  policy 
caloulated  to  detach  the  tribes  from  each  other  as 
much  as  possible. 

Bot  it  has  been  said,  these  men  werfe  not  legu- 
ha  troops.  Mr.  S.  asked,  what,  then,  were  they  ? 
They  surely  were  not  militia.  The  last  objee- 
liOB,  tukd  the  leaat  serious  of  bU,  to  this  motion). is 
the  eipeciatimiB  of  a  treaty  in  ttie  Sprine.  Mr.  S. 
said,  if  he  thought  the  gentleman  who  threw  this 
difficidty  in  the  way  oeliered  himself  that  we 
have  any  reason  to  expect  a  permanent  peace 
fyom  the  treaty  now  proposed,  it  may  deserve  an 
Miswer.  Facts  are  more  to  be  relied  upon  than 
irords,  From  the  channel  through  which  these 
propositions  have  come — fVom  the  whote  com- 
ptexioB  of  their  talks,  and  from  the  late  attack  on 
HtLJOT  Adair,  it  may  safely  be  asserted  that  no 
peace  cto  be  effected  in  the  Spring.  He  recapitu- 
taied  someofthedifficulties  which  this  motion  had 
to  conflict  with,  and  said  that  he  could  mention 
others,  if  he  was  at  liberty  to  do  so.  Under  such 
circumstances,  success  is  hardly  to  be  expected ;  but 
he  knew  the  merits  of  the  motion  deserved  it. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusH,  who  had  hitherto  sat  silent, 


observed  that  nothing  new  had  been  advanced, 
hftd  heard  mentioned  l&st  Winter  in  that  House. 


the  whole  c< 


othmg  nev 
«  of  tkii  1( 


e  debate,  but  what  he 


He  was  then  ommsed  in  principlf. 

Hishment,  and  he  still  retained  the  same  opinion ; 
but,  from  the  complexion  of  affairsj  it  appeared  to 
him  that  he  ought  to  submit,  and  give  up  his  own' 
opinion  to  the,  general  sense  of  the  Legislature, 
which  at  present  seemed  to  he  for  persevering  in 
the  system  already  adopted,  and  wtkieh,  as  it  had 
scarcely  had  time  fora  fair  trial,  he  thought,  there- 
fore, ought  not  to  be  arrested,  perhaps  in  Che  veir 
insMnt  ^en  its  efficacy  was  to  be  expected.  U 
peace  should  not  be  established  during  the  next 
Summer,  he  would  then  join  with  such  members 
as  would  propose  a  better  system ;  but  as  the  law 
provides  tor  the  discretionary  powers  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, it  would  be  best  to  rely  on  them.  A 
standing  army,  he  said,  was  a  thing  iiuposeible  to 
be  accomplisned  in  the  United  Stales  whilst  the 
House  of  Representatives  have  the  power  of  grant- 
ing monev  only  for  two  years  at  any  time;  he 
therefore  liad  no  fears  on  that  score.  An  army 
existitig  m  time  of  peace  was  the  idea  he  had  of  a 
standing  army,  and  not  an  army  embodied  for 
only  a  year  or  two.  Upon  the  whole,  it  would  be 
as  expensive  to  disband  the  present  force,  and  to 
institute  another  of  militia,  A«.,  as  it  will  be  to  keep 
ttp  the  existing  establishraent  for  a  little  longer 
time ;  it  was  therefore  his  advice  to  let  the  matter 
rest  where  it  is,  with  the  Executive,  for  the  pre- 
sent. But,  in  case  of  a  peace  no!  being  accomr 
{dished  withitt  s  reasonable  period^  he  would  join 
those  whei  would  be  for  a  chMige  in  the  system ; 
and  he  was  dearty  of  ophiion  that  a  system  m^ht 
easily  be  adopted,  not  onlr  to  protect  our  ftoWiers 
by  repelling  the  savages,  but  to  exterminftte  them 


Mr,  FinDLBY  felt  himself  inclined  to  say  a  word 
or  two  more  in  reply  to  Mr.  Steele.  He  thought 
it  would  be  unjust  to  lay  so  much  of  the  weight 
of  protecting  the  frontiers  on  the  militia  o^y. 
He  expatiated  on  the  meanipg  of  the  word  mUiUa 
as  demied  by  law,  &c.  He  also  remarked  that* 
however  it  might  be  fashionable  to  despise  the, 
levies,  yet  amongst  them  there  were  examples  of 
zreat  bravwy  to  be  found,  and  particularly  m  one 
battalion  of  the  unfortunate  army  on  the  4ih  of 
November,  1791.  He  noticed  the  well-conducted 
retreat  of  Major  Clare,  md  the  success  of  Qene- 
lal  Brodhead  up  the  Alleghany.  It  was  unjust  u> 
expect  to  raise  enough  oimilitia  in  the  back  parts 
of  Penr^lvania ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Virginia 
are  so  dispersed  near  the  frontiers  that  they  can- 
not be  expected  from  that  State.  With  respeot 
CO  the  ra«i  who  went  out  with  General  Harmar, 
and  whose  cime  of  enlistment  expired  soon  after 
they  reached  the  scene  of  operations,  many  of 
chem  remained  and  settled  in  that  country.    He 

Tin  repeated  the  injustice  of  calling  oat  heads 
families  from  one  pert  of  the  frontier ;  and, 
above  all,  he  lamented  the  risk  and  loss  of  lives. 
But,  if  it  should  be  determined  to  cu-ry  on  the  war 
with  militia,  let  them  be  called  from  all  parts  of 
the  United  States.  The  burden  already  laid  on 
a  part  of  the  inhabitants  is  extremely  unequal, 
and  must  not  lay  lon^  on  them.  Let  the  troops 
now  raising  be  disciplined.  I  am  informed  that 
many  of  them  are  con  stdemUy  advanced  in  point 
of  discipline,  and  may  before  Spring  become  ex- 
pert soldiers.  Let  these  go  on  in  the  present  sys- 
tem, and  let  the  militia  also  be  kept  np  or  m- 
cieased,  until  the  objeet  shall  be  attained  for  which 
the  law  was  Jntended,  and  then,  and  ttot  before,  it 
may  be  proper  to  talk  of  redaoing  the  present 
estAblishment.  We  one  now  in  a  siCnMieai  that  it 
would  be  extremely  imprudent  to  retreat  fi-en. 

Mr.  Mdkkay  deEvei«d  some  opinicns  on  the 
preceding  aiguments  of  all  the  members,  and  re- 
mariced  that  the  army,  under  the  present  esta- 
blishment, had  no  right  to  be  compared  to  or- 
called  a  standing  army }  it  bore  no  more  compari- 
son to  a  standing  army  than  a  cameleon  to  an  ovL 

Mr.  Wadswokth  closed  this  tedious  debate 
with  a  few  further  explanations.  He  accounted 
for  the  difference  between  his  cBiculatioos  nod 
those  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  by 
observing  that  be  got  some  of  his  Etatements  fr<»n 
the  War  Office.  Mr.  St-dble's  were  taken  frcnn 
the  appropriation  lawa,  and  in  one  instance  he 
bad  uudenated  the  appropriations.  With  regard 
to  the  opinions  he  had  aelivered  on  the  miTitia, 
he  had  never  meant  to  traduce  the  character  of 
militia,  because  he  had  often  experienced  their 
brilliant  actions ;  his  argtiments  went  no  further 
than  to  show  that  the  operations  of  tegular  troops 
were  in  general  more  effectu^.  He  never  wished 
to  detraet  from  the  honor  of  militia,  but  only  to 
remark  Aat  they  were  not  so  efficient  as  regiilor 
troops. 

Tne  question  (»  the  original  motitm  being  mow 
put  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMiKiN  did  not  entirely  approve  of 
the  motion  in  its  present  form ;  the  blanks  might 
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be  GO  filled,  he  thought,  as  to  import  a  thing  oppo- 
site to  hb  wishes — they  might  import  a  discharge 
of  the  regular  troops  already  raised.  He  beliered 
his  colleague  had  no  such  desire ;  he  thought  the 
measure  would  be  improper ;  but  he  wished  not 
to  have  a  regiment  of  officers  without  soldiers ; 
he  wished  to  fix  a  time  qt  which  the  recruiting 
serrice  should  cease  and  the  supemumeraiy  offi- 
cers should  be  discharged.  As  he  intended  to 
move  that  the  proposition  might  be  so  amended, 
he  should  considet  il  in  that  light,  and  he  heliered 
the  measure  would  not  be  imprudent  nor  incon- 
sistent with  the  most  vigorous  measures  of  defence 
or  ofience. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  House  of 
Representatives,  when  they  had  the  bill  before 
them,  which  last  Winter  passed  into  a  law,  for 
drfending  (be  frontiers,  sent  it  to  the  Senate,  with 
a  clause  importing  that  officers  below  the  rank  of 
field-officers  shoufd  not  be  put  into  commission 
any  faster  than  troops  could  be  enlisted.  The 
Senate,  adhering  to  their  privilege,  refused  to 
agree  to  that  clause  in  the  bill,  and  it  became 
necessary  immediately  to  commission  the  officers 
for  five  thousand  men,  some  of  whom,  if  report 
speaks  truth,  not  covetous  of  honor,  are  content 
with  their  pay,  without  having  raised  three  men. 
"~  the  proposed  amendment  the  officers  only 


would  be  dismissed,  whom  i 


3  wished 


The  proposed  regulation  has  been  censured  as 
implicatiikg  some  kind  of  censure  on  the  Execu- 
tive. He  viewed  it  in  a  different  light.  The 
Executive  had  done  what  was  proper  and  neces- 
sary at  the  time.  But  if  it  should  appear  that 
other  measures  would  fit  the  change  of  cireum- 
staDces,  he  did  not  see  why  those  measures  should 
not  be  adopted.  It  should  be  recollected  that, 
during  the  last  Winter,  when  the  estimate  of  five 
'  thousand  men  as  necessary  for  the  defence  of  out 
frontier  was  handed  to  Congress^  there  was  no 
Militia  law.  A  well-armed  effective  militia,  that 
Palladium  of  Liberty,  had  once  and  again  been 
recommended  by  the  PHBaiDENT  to  the  attention  of 
Congress;  but  Congress,  from  year  to  year,  as  if 
they  wished  for  a  standing  army,  had  neglected 
the  militia.    Towards  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 


law.  It  was  saying,  in  a  few  words,  that  the 
several  States  might  havp  a  good  militia  if  they 
pleased;  and,  if  they  pleased,  they  might  have 
none  at  all.  Was  the  Execative  to  trust  the  de- 
fence of  a  country  to  a  militia  formed  under  such 
a  law?  He  thought  not.  But  he  observed  that, 
since  the  last  Winter,  it  had  come  to  be  generally 
known  that  a  class  of  out  fellow-citizens  exist  on 
the  frontiers  who  are  at  all  times  ready  to  serve, 
not  as  drafted  militia,  but  as  volunteers.  These 
are  the  nlen  by  whom  the  Indians  must  he  elui»- 
tiaed,  or  we  shall  never  have  peace.  They  are 
the  best  woodsmen  and  marksmen,  and  they  nave 
no  professional  interest  in  spinning  out  the  war. 
He  miisi  repeat  the  observation  that  volunteers  of 
the  militia  are  the  only  troops  for  vigorous  offen- 
sive operations.    Figure  to  yourselves  an  army  of 


regulars  creeping  through  the  wilderness,  withaU 
its  cannon  and  other  military  apparatus,  in  chase 
of  a  naked  savage,  who  sees  it  without  being  seen. 
It  b  an  elephant  in  chase  of  a  wolf.  The  troops 
already  raised  may  be  pretty  well  disciplined  be- 
fore the  season  for  action;  ihey  are  sufficient, 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  militia,  to  take  a 
post,  and  build  forts  where  they  please;  every- 
thing else  is  beyond  their  power,  if  they  were  aul 
five  but  fifteen  thousand.  They  will  never  see 
an  Indian  unless  he  chooses  to  be  seen.  He  wbhed 
to  be  indulged  in  a  single  observation  respecting 
a  case  in  which  it  was  said,  the  other  day,  Cfae 
militia  had  been  surprised^  He  was  sorry  that 
hit,  uaiuijig  Major  Adair  had  produced  the  remark. 
He  would  nevertheless  venture  to  repeat  the  case 
as  an  instance  of  vigilance  and  bravery.  Tlie 
Major,  believing  there  was  an  enemy  at  hand,  had 
visited  ail  his  posts  at  midnight  in  person;  his 
Lieutenant,  Madison,  before  the  dawn  of  day, 
roused  all  ihe  men,  telling  them  that  the  Indians 
were  coming.     The  Major,  wishing  to  leave  the 

f round  before  daylight,  called  in  the  sentineb; 
ut  the  Indians,  ruining  in  with  them,  gave  a 
heavy  fire  before  there  was  light  by  which  ihey 
could  be  seen.  The  Major  ha!d  not  the  merit,  as 
he  believed,  of  having  been  a  Continental  officer, 
but  he  had  the  merit,  not  less  honorable,  of  having 
served  bravely  in  the  mililta.  He  questioned 
whether  any  of  the  green  troops  to  be  recruited 
next  Spring  or  Summer  will  make  so  good  a  de- 
fence  as  Major  Adair's  militia  had  made.  They 
had  taken  scalp  for  scalp,  though  ihey  fought 
against  the  odds  of  three  to  one.  He  prayea  it 
might  be  remembered  that  his  ideas  were  not 
founded  on  any  hopes  of  sudden  peace  with  the 
Indians;  on  the  contrary,  every  Motion  of  the 
Indians,  and  every  measure  taken  by  those  wiio 
had  most  influence  over  (he  Indians,  induced  him 
to  regard  an  Indian  war  as  the  perpetual  tax  of  At 
least  one  million  per  annum.  It  is  fortunate,  as 
he  conceived,  that  the  United  States  know  the 
source  of  their  misfortunes ;  and  if  Ihey  ate  com- 
pelled to  spend  one  million  per  annum  in  opposiog 
a  savage  enemy,  who  seems  to  be  bunted  afoa 
them,  perhaps  they  may  be  taught  to  indemnify 
themselves  by  refusing  to  expend  several  millions 
which  they  can  easily  save.  If  a  perpetual  tax 
on  this  head  must  be  raised,  sound  policy  will 
readily  point  to  the  proper  object  of  taxation ;  but 

mean  time,  believing  that  the  troops  abeady  raised 
are  sufficient  to  maintain  every  fort  that  is  or  may 
be  erected,  and  being  confident  that  volunteers 
may  be  found  at  any  time  sufficient,  if  it  shall  be 
necessary  to  extirpate  every  hostile  tribe  of  In- 
dians, he  should  vote  for  the  proposition  with  the 
proposed  amendment. 
The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  W.'s  amend- 

"  Ruohtd,  That  &  committee  be  appoiatad  to  bring 
in  ■  bill  to  reduce  the  military  MtiMiibment  of  Iha 
United  States  to regimeata,  to  coniiat  of  the  men 


the day  of i 

was  negatived — 3S  t< 


II  who  may  be  recruilad  h 
24.    The  question  then  was 
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on  the  original  resdnlion,  as  mored  by  Mr. 
Steele;  wEich,  being'  put,  ii  was  nefatived — 31 
membets  otAy  rising  in  favor  ot  it.  The  Com- 
noiltee  then  rose,  and  the  Chairnnn  reported  ac- 
cordingly. The  report  was  laid  od  the  table,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 

MoHnAT,  January  7. 

Mr.  LivEBMOBE,  from  the  committee  appoiated, 
presented  a  bill  to  repeal  part  of  a  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  39th  of  AurusI,  1788,  respecting 

the  inhabitants  of  Post  Saint  Vincents ;  which 

received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  LAnRANCB.  from  the  committee  to  wljuui 
was  re-committea  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1793, 
reported  an  amendatory  bill;  which  was  read 
fwice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Who^e  House  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself 
said  Committee,  and,  auer  some  time  ^nt  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideratioD,  and 
made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions ;  and,  after  some 
ttme  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported progress. 

Tdebuat,  January  8. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  tne  year  1793,  which  lay  on  the 
table  J  and  the  said  Sill  being  amended,  was,  to- 
gether with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Judicial  Conrts  of  the  United  States ; " 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence!^  this  House. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
froot  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanying  a  re- 

Krt  of  the  assays  and  experiments  made  by  the 
rector  of  the  Mint,  on  the  gold  and  silver  coins 
of  France,  England,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  pursu- 
ant to  the  order  of  the  29th  of  November  last ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish 
the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States, "  was 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

MILITART  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  28th  ultima,  for  reducing  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment of  the  United  Slates,  to  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  had  reported  their  dis- 
agreement on  Saturday  last.    Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  amend  the 

same  by  striking  out  the  words  "each  of 

non-commissioned  t^cers,  privates,  and  musi- 
cians," and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  tne  words  "  of ' 


non.  commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 

of  the  privates  who  are  now  in  service,  or 

may  be  recruited  before  the day  of 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  passed 
in  the  negative— yeas  26,  nays  33,  as  follows: 

Vbii.— John  Baptist  Aabe,  Ajnaham  Clark,  Etbridge 
Genj,  WUliom  B.  Giles,  Nicbolai  Gilman,  Bemamin 
Goodhue,  Christopher  Greenup.  William  Bair;  Grove, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livel- 
more,  Nnthaaiel  Macon,  Jamea  Madison,  John  Francis 
Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  Aleiander  D. 
Orr,  Josiah  Faiker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  John  Steele,  Tho- 
ma*  Bumpter,  Thomaa  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abrotuun  Venabl«,  Artemts  Ward,  and  Hugh 
Williamion. 

Niia. — Fisher  Ainei,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Bantwelt,  Egbert  BeDKin,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shiw- 
ja«hub  Boume,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
WiUiam  FIndley,  Thomaa  FilxsuiionH,  Andrew  Giegg, 
Tbomsa  Hutlej,  Daniel  Heistsr,  James  HUIbauw, 
Daniel  Hugei,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kitteta, 
John  Laurmnce,  John  MiUedge,  Frederick  Augustas 
Muhlepberg,  William  Vana  Hurray,  Conelius  C. 
Schoonniaker,  Tbaoidore  Sed|;wick,  Peter  Sylveater, 
Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Stenett,  Jona- 
than Sturges,  Qooige  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
Alexander  White,  and  Franda  Willis. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  motion,  it  passed  in 
the  negative — yeas  20,  nays  36,  as  follows: 

TiAs.— John  Bapliat  Ashe,  Abraham  Clark,  Wil- 
liam B.  Giles,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
ChrislotAer  Greenup,  William  Barry  Grove,  George 
Leonard,  Sunud  Ltvejmore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  John 
Francis  Mercer,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  Alexander  D.  Oir, 
Jonah  Parfeei,  Jenmiiah  Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas 
Snmpler,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  VenaUe,  and 
Artemas  Waid. 

Nils. — Fiaher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Beiuon,  Ellas  Bondiaot,  Sheajja- 
rimb  Bonme,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitisimons,  Elbridge  Geny, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhonse, 
Daniel  Huger,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
John  Lanrance,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vena  Murray,  Comehns  C.  Schoonmaker,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylveiter,  Israel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jona^an  Stnrgee,  George 
Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tncker,  Jeremish  Wsda- 
worth,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  WillismsoD.  and  Fran- 
cis Willis. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 

mmitled  the  Letter  and  Representation  from 
the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  referred  to  in 
the  Pbesident's  Message  of  the  7th  of  November 
last,  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  ^ame. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 

e  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions ;  and,  after  some  time 
pent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
-ommittee  had  again  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
ideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto ; 
which  were  read,  and  partly  considered. 
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Ordeivd.  That  the  further  cotwuktatioo  of  the 
said  ameDdmeots  be  put  off  until 


Wednesdiv,  January  9. 

Aa  engrosse  J  bill  makiog  appro;»'iatloDS  foi  the 
support  of  Goverament  for  the  year  1793,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  pasiied. 

INVALID  PENSIONS. 

The  House  resumed  the  cansideralion  of  the  bill 
toregulateCheclaims toIovalidPensioas.  Where- 
upon, a  moiioii  was  niade  and  aecooded  further  to 
amend  the  same  by  adding  Id  the  end  tbereol  the 
following  E«etion,  to  wit : 

"  And  bt  it  further  enaeUiI,  That  no  peraon,  not  on 
the  pension  liit  before  the  twenlj-third  day  dT  MarcA, 
0Q«  thousand  aeren  hundred  and  naulj-two,  ■htU  bs 
entitled  to  •  pension,  who  ahall  not  have  complied  with 
the  mlea  uidTegulationihereinpreaeribedieaTUiK,  how- 
etw ,  to  all  peraom  all  and  ainpilar  their  righta,  founded 
t^n  legal  a^judioatiMia,  under  the  lA  entitled '  An  act 
te  prmide  for  the  aeRlement  of  the  olainu  lA  widows 
and  mphana  baned  by  the  limitationa  herelofbre  nta- 
bliahed,  and  to  regulate  ^w  daima  to  Invalid  Pepaiona ;' 
but  it  ihelibe  tiie  duty  <rfthe  Secretary  of  War,  in  eon- 
junetion  with  the  AttM-ney  General,  to  take  aneb  hhs- 
•urea  as  may  be  necessary  to  obtain  an  adjudication  of 
the  Supreme  Coart  of  the  United  8tatM  on  Ae  validity 
of  any  such  lighta,  claimed  under  the  act  aiweeaid,  \yj 
the  dctenninatioii  of  certain  persona,  styling  thenuelies 
C  ommieiioDera." 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  afBrmative— yeas  40,  nays  20,  as 
follows; 

r>AB.-^ohn  BaptiM  A«he,AhiahaM  Baldwin,  Eliaa 
Boudnot,  Abraham  Clark,  Jon^MU  Daytan,  WilUam 
Findley,  Thonaa  FitxaimoM,  William  B.  Gilea,  Jamaa 
Gordon,  ChriMiqdiar  Oreenop.  Andrew  Gregg,  Sanmel 
GrifGn,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomaa  Hartley,  Daniel 
Heiater,  Daniel  Hnger,  larael  Jacobs,  Aaion  Kitefaell, 
John  Wilkea  iCilten,  Richaid  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mficer,  Jekn 
Miliadge,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Angniliu  Muh' 
lanbseg,  William  Vana  Mnm^,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Jo- 
■iah  Parker,  ComaliDa  C.  Scboonmaker,  Patar  aylraaler, 
Wilfiam  Bmiih,  John  Stasia,  Samuri  StMielt,  Tho- 
maa Simpler,  Tbcnaa  Tredwall,  Abr^am  Venable, 
Alexander  White,  Hugh  WiUiamaon,  and  Francie 
WilHa. 

Nxis,— Fii^t  Amee,  BohertBarawell,  Egbert  Ben- 
aon,  Sheai}aahnb  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bouma,  Blbridge 
Gerry,  Nicholas  Gitnan,  James  Hillhonae,  John  Lan- 
ranca,  Amaaa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Samael  LiTsr- 
more,  Nathaniel  Nilee,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  JeiaDtiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatch- 
er, Thomas  Tudor  Tncker,  and  Aitemas  Ward. 

And  then  the  said  bill  being  further  amended 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  was,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments, ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
lime  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  establishing 
a  Mini,  and  regulating  the  Coins  of  the  United 
States,'  so  far  as  respects  the  coinage  of  copper," 
withseveral  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  ihe  House. 


The  House  proceeded  to  cossider  tite  said 
amendments,  and  the  same  beuig  reftd,  vok 
agreed  to. 

Thobsoav,  January  10. 
INVALID  PENSION  BILL. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  claims  to  In- 
valid Pensions  was  read  the  third  the  third  time. 
and  a  blank  therein  filled  up. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  po^ 
it  was  tesolved  in  the  afBrmative — yeas  36,  nays 
13,  as  follows  r 

Vej,b. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ro- 
bert Barnwell,  Elias  Boudinot,  Abraham  Claik,  WiHiam 
Findley,  Thomas  Filzeunana,  WiUiam  B.  Giles,  NicfaoUs 
Gitman,  James  Gordon.  Chhstopher  Greenup,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Daniel  Heiater,  Daniel  Hnger,  larael  Jaoobo, 
Phihp  Key,  Aaron  KitcfaeU.Janies Madison,  J(^  Fran- 
cis Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augnstni  Molt- 
lenbM^,  William  Vans  Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr, 
Josiah  Parker,  ComeUos  C.  Schoo  "         ~  ' 


ter,  Thomas  Tiedwdl,  lliamaa  Tndor  Tnckiv,  Ala*- 
ham  Venable,  Jeremiah  Wadawoith,  Alaxander  WUla, 
Hugh  WiUianuen,  and  Pranda  WiUia. 

Ntie. — Shaaqashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Goadbne, 
Jamea  HiUhouse,  John  Laurance,  Amaaa  Leantad, 
Geo^e  IiBonatd,  Samuel  Livenaon,  NathanieJ  Nilaa, 
Theodore  Sedgwick.  Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Stuigc^ 
George  Thatcher,  and  Artemaa  Ward. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  relative  to  claims 
a^iost  the  United  States  not  barred  by  any  act 
ol  limitation,  and  which  have  not  been  already  ad- 
justed ;  and,  afler  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an 
amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 
CLAIMS  AGAINST  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comouttee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  (he  ISth  ulti- 
mo, for  opening  a  Loan  to  the  amount  of  the  ba- 
lances which,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  aecoanis, 
shall  be  found  due  from  the  United  States  to  the 
individual  States. 

AfWr  reading  the  report  of  the  Commissioners 
for  settling  the  accounts,  Mr.  Giles  made  some 
opposition  to  providing  for  these  balances  bdbte 
they  were  ascertained^  that  is  not  done  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  PiTZBiMOKa  briefly  stated  Ihe  motives 
which  had  induced  him  to  come  forward  with  the 
resolutions  previous  to  asc«itaiaiDig  Ihe  balances; 
he  thought  that,  while  there  was  an  uncertainty 
in  the  matter,  the  decisions  would  lie  more  readily 
and  impartially  made. 

Mr.  LivERMOHE  objected  to  providing  for  ba- 
lances before  thejr  were  known;  be  thought  the 
resolutions  incomplete,  as  they_  recegnised  only 
creditor  Slates,  and  say  nothing  about  debtor 
States. 

Mr.  FiTZsiHOMH  said  he  did  noi  believe  there 
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Gaimf  agaiiul  the  UniUd  Statu. 
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i  snie  tlwte 
aught  not  to  ie  sny. 

Mjc,  Madison  otgected  to  the  resolutions  on  the 
same  principle  with  Mi.  Litesmobe  ;  he  enlarged 
OQ  the  idea,  and  insistod  that,  without  the  moet 
lurgeot  necessity,  the  provisioo  contemplated  ought 
not  to  be  made  in  the  present  uncertain  stnte  of 
the  subject.  On  the  principles  of  justice  and 
eeoaomy,  he  contended  that  a  system  which  would 
he  so  complex  in  its  operation  ought  not  to  be 
adopted }  it  would  operate  to  the  extenaion  of  tax- 
adoB  in  the  United  States  to  the  greatest  degree, 
as  it  frould  involve  a  further  levying  of  taxes  to 
reimbuise  the  Stales  that  shall  finally  appear  to 
have  larKe  balances  due  them. 

Mr.  FiTESiHOMS  said  be  was  not  uadetstood. 
Adverting  to  the  act  for  assuming  the  State  debts, 
he  observed  that  these  balances  were  there  re- 
cogniaed.  and  the  creditors  to  whom  these  balances 
are  due  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  creditors  of 
the  Union.  Mr.  Fnzautosa  said  he  had  no  idea 
of  the  result  contemplated  by  the  gentleman  in 
teopect  to  the  extension  of  taxes.  No  possible 
difi&rence,  he  conceived,  could  take  place  whether 
the  balances  were  now  assumed,  or  the  ascertain- 
ment of  dtem  waa  made  previous  thereto;  the 
operation  would  be  precisely  the  same  in  both 

Mr.  SssawicK  replied  to  Mr.  Madibon.  He 
stated  Tariou}!  reasons  to  ikoyr  thai  his  objection 
on  the  score  of  inoteased  taxes  had  really  no  found-' 
aiioD.  Mr.  SEnawioz  entered  into  a  sboii  dis- 
cnsaion  of  the  subject,  and  staled  the  real  situation 
of  Bonoe  of  the  Slates,  to  whose  citizens  large  sums 
are  due.  He  said  he  bad  no  doubt  the  Cknetal 
Qovernment  would  consider  themselves  bound  to 
pay  those  demands ;  could  he  despair  of  the  public 
fiuth  in  this  respect,  he  idionld  despair  of  the  Com- 
monwealth; for  he  should  anticipate  the  most 
seinicious  coasequences  (o  flow  from  the  with- 
Lolding  that  justice,  which  those  Stai«s  now 
looked  to  the  General  Government  Lo  obtain. 

Mr.  Mescbr  obs^ved,  that  the  honorable  gen- 
cleman  from  Pennsylvania  bad  brought  forward 
his  jwoposition  in  such  »  shape,  as  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult lo  determine  what  bis  object  was ;  but  he  in- 
ferred from  his  explanations,  unless  he  contradicted 
himaelf,  that  the  real  object  was  a  fbithei  assump- 
tion of  the  State  debts,  and  to  efiect  the  adoption 
(Mfa  question  which  was  rejected  the  last  session. 
Here  Mr.  M.  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the 
various  principles  which  had  been  proposed  as 
bases  for  settling  and  adjusting  the  accounts  be- 
[w«eD  the  United  States  and  individoal  Stai«a. 
He  contended  that  the  matter  was  not  in  such  a 
■late  as  to  justify  adopting  the  principle  of  the 
resolution.  He  adverted  to  the  approaching  dis- 
solution of  the  present  Congress.  He  remarked 
on  the  diSerence  of  the  exertions  which  had  beoi 
made  by.  the  several  States ;  he  inferred  that  (here 
must  oeoeuarily  be  both  debtM  and  creditor 
States,  and  hence  deduced  various  conside  rations 
which  should  influence  a  pastpoaement  of  this 
Mibjeet. 

Mr.  Gbrby  reourred  to  the  Funding  Act,  to 
show  tttai  debtor  and  creditor  States  were  therein 


recognised;  with  respect  to  the  principles  on  which 
the  accounts  are  to  be  settled,  that  matter  rests 
with  the  Commissioners,  whose  decision  by  a  law 
of  the  Government  is  to  be  final ;  but  this  ne  con- 
ceived had  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  propo- 
sition. He  Boticea  several  other  objections  ofie red 
by  Mr.  Mercer,  which  he  thought  appeared  to  be 
brought  forward  merely  to  embarrass  the  subject. 
He  observed  that  the  present  proposition  was 
totally  difl'e rent  from  tlut  agitated  last  session; 
that  now  ofiered  is  reasonable ;  is  founded  on  equal 
principles;  and  its  eSect  will  not  be  to  increase 
the  creditors  of  the  Union,  nor  induce  a  necessity 
for  one  farthing  of  taxation,  which  will  not  be 
wauled  after  the  accounts  are  adjusted  and  the 
balances  known.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
proposition  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  B.  BoDBNE  suppcHted  the  resolution,  as  being 
free  from  the  objections  urged  to  those  ofiered  the 
last  session.  He  noticed  the  remarks  which  had 
been  made  on  the  resources  in  lands  of  the  Stales 
to  whom  the  balances  are  supposed  to  be  due ; 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  South  Carolina 
are  the  States  the  most  interested  in  the  matter ; 
those  States  have  no  lands.  With  respect  to 
exertions  in  the  common  cause,  it  will  not  be  pre- 
tended that  those  States  have  not  made  as  great 
as  any  in  the  Union.  The  present  proposition  in-  . 
valves  this  simple  inquiry,  whether  the  United 
States  shall  pay  the  Slates  as  Slates,  or  whether 
they  will  pay  the  individuarcreditorsl  Justice 
required,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  latter  ought  to 
be  paid;  for  their  demands  are  recogpised  by  a 
law  of  ihe  Union,  and  they  are,  to  alt  mtents  and 
purposes,  creditors  of  the  Union  as  fuUy  as  amy 
description  of  creditois  whatever. 

Mr.  Clabk  said,  when  the  resolutions  were  first 
proposed,  he  thought  no  objection  would  be  Hwde 
to  ihem;  but  he  1^  heard  somelhins  which  had 
alarmed  him,  and  that  was  what  fell  from  the 
gentlemm  from  Pennsylvania,  that  there  would 
be  no  debtor  Stales;  this,  he  said, alarmed  him, 
as  it  appeared  to  convey  a^  idea  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  settling  the  accounts  having  adopted 
the  princii^e ;  this  he  conceived  they  were  not 
authorized  to  do.  He  further  observed,  that  he 
did  not  think  with  those  who  sujqwsed  that  the 
decisions  of  the  Commissioners  were  not  10  be  re- 
vised ;  he  was  pretty  sure  ^ey  would  be  revised, 
if  they  adopted  any  such  principle  as  this,  which 
he  considered  as  involving  great  injustice. 

Mr.  FiTzamOHS  rose  to  explain;  he  said  be 
was  misunderstood ;  he  had  not  said  there  would 
be  no  debtor  States.  Different  principles  of  set- 
tling the  accounts  have  been  mentioned,  but  he 
bad  not  said  whether  the  Commissioners  would 
settle  the  accounts  on  the  principle  of  debtor  and 
creditor  States,  or  make  them  all  debtor  or  all 
creditor  States.  He  had  only  given  his  opmion 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  deilor  States.  The 
question  now  oefore  the  Committee  is,  whether 
the  United  States  shall  pay  the  States  in  their 
corporate  capacities,  or  pay  the  individual  credi- 
tors. He  conceived  the  gentleman  was  totally 
mistaken  in  his  opinion  respecting  a  revision  of 
the  judgment  of  the  Commissioners ;  the  law,  he 


v.^,. 


807 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRKSS. 


H-ofR.] 


doim*  againat  the  Untied  Staie$. 


[Jahoabv,  17^. 


said,  had  put  that  entirely  out  Of  the  power  of  the 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  he  conceived  the  pre- 
sent proposition  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion respecting  dehlor  or  creditor  States ;  it  relates 
simply  to  a  provision  for  the  sums  due  to  the  in- 
dividual creditors  of  the  several  States,  who  are 
really  creditors  of  the  United  States.  He  noticed 
the  objection  from  additional  tixes ;  do  difference, 
he  contended,  would  result  from  the  measure,  the 
balances  are  to  be  provided  for  atatl events.  That 
the  present  was  the  best  time  to  take  up  the  sub- 
ject, he  observed,  was  well  argued  by  ine  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania ;  in  addition  to  which,  he 
thought  the  allusion  to  the  state  of  affairs  on  the 
Representation  bill,  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, was  directly  in  point;  the  difficulties  on  ac- 
count of  the  ratio  were  increased,  when  the  result 
of  the  census  was  known ;  and  this  would  be  the 
case  if  this  mitlpr  should  be  postponed  to  the  time 
when  the  accounts  are  seized.  He  therefore  con- 
tended that  the  present  was  the  most  proper  time 
to  make  the  provision  contemplated.  Mr.  SMrrn 
noticed,  in  order,  the  various  objections  which 
had  been  made  oy  several  gentlemen,  and  con- 
cluded that  he  trusted,  from  what  he  had  said,  it 
would  appear  that  the  proposition  was  entirely 
clear  of  those  difficultie«  which  had  been  urged 
against  it. 

Mr.  LivBRMORB  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
first  resolution ;  the  object  of  which  was  to  exone- 
rate those  States  who  on  a  final  adjustment  of  ac- 
counts shall  appear  to  be  debtor  States. 

Mr.  Qerry  offered  some  objections  to  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  Ames  said  that  the  amendment  appeared 
to  him  irrelative  to  the  subject  now  under  con- 
sideration ;  he  hoped,  therdbre,  the  gentleman 
would  be  induced  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Madison  observed,  that  when  the  amend- 
ment was  first  brought  forward  he  had  supposed 
it  merely  sportive,  but  it  now  appears  that  the 
gentleman  is  serious  in  moving  it.  He  thought  it 
m  this  view  a  proposition  that  might  wel!  excite 
attention ;  for  ne  conceived  it  an  extraordinary 
idea  to  be  advanced,  that  any  of  the  States  who 
should  be  foand  debtor  States  should  be  released 
from  all  obligations  to  pay. 

Mr.  Sedowice  offered  varions  observations  on 
the  subject  generally ;  the  tenor  of  which  was 
this,  that  however  it  might  appear  on  the  final 
adjustment  of  accounts,  that  there  were  sundry 
debtor  States,  yet  it  was  hardly  practicable  to  de- 
vise a  mode  of  compelling  payment  from  such 
States;  nor  could  he  collect  it  to  be  the  opinion 
of  any  gentleman  that  an  idea  of  compulsion  was 
entertained  by  any  one. 

Mr.  LivERMORB  said  his  motion  was  not  under- 
stood -,  he  had  no  idea  of  exonerating  the  debtor 
Stales  in  the  manner  su^ested  by  several  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  remarked  on  it;  by  the  ex- 
planation he  gave  of  his  motion,  it  app^red  that 


release  them  from  their  full  proportion  of  the 
average  charge  of  prosecuting  the  war. 

Mr.  Mercer  said  he  was  more  and  more  con- 
vinced that  there  was  to  be  no  debtor  States;  the 
proposition  from  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire says  so;  the  resolutions  originally  moved 
speak  the  same  language;  the  report  of  the  Secte- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  is  founded  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple. The  meaning  of  all  which  is,  burn  the 
books. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  (hat  the  Commissioners  for 
settling  the  accounts  should  be  instructed  to  re- 
pott  a  statement  of  all  the  debts  and  credits  of  the 
several  States.  He  reprobated  the  idea  of  making 
all  creditor  States,  as  ne  conceived  the  conse- 
quence would  be  a  great  increase  of  the  balances 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Williamson  observed  that  he  could  not 
agree  lo  the  proposilionE,  for  reasons  which  he 
would  give.  In  the  law  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the  several  States,  it  is  provided  that 
(he  States  who  shall  have  balances  placed  to  their 
credit  on  the  hooks  of  the  Treasury  shall,  within 
twelve  mwiths  after  the  same,  be  entitled  to  have 
them  funded.  SUch  are  the  words  of  the  law ;  bat 
we  are  now  requested  to  do  the  thing  by  antjeipa- 
tion  which,  according  to  the  law,  was  to  be  dtme 
afterwards.  Is  there  any  consistency-— is  (here 
any  principle  in  such  conduct?  Whence  this 
haste,  this  speed  of  funding?  Have  gentlemen 
such  a  pleasure  in  bnilding  up  the  ponderons 
structure  of  a  natiooal'debt  that  no  part  of  the 
work  can  remain  for  their  successors  ?  He  hoped 
that  a  Representative  from  North  CaroKna  might 
be  allowed  to  complain  of  this  niuiecessaiy,  un- 
kind, he  prayed  it  might  not  be  fetal  speed.  North 
Carolina,  at  present,  is  not  fairly  represented.  It 
is  known  that,  instead  of  five  members,  she  will 
have  ten  in  the  next  Congress.  The  States  in 
general  are  to  hava  no  such  increase.  Is  it  fair  to 
anticipate  measures  contrary  to  the  intent  and 
promise  of  your  law,  as  if  you  wished  to  tax  our 
citizens  before  they  can  be  properly  represented  ? 
It  is  well  known  that  much  offence  has  been  given 
to  many  good  citizens  by  the  Funding  Act.  It 
has  been  charged  to  motives  which  are  very  im- 
proper, considering  the  regard  which  is  due  to 
Eublic  opinion.  He  thought  they  were  bound  in 
onor  to  postpone  rather  than  to  anticipate  the 
assumption  ot  more  paper.  If  gentlemen,  how-- 
ever,  could  not  trust  this  delectable  business  in 
the  hands  of  a  future  Congress ;  if  they  could  not 
trust  their  own  States  with  the  payment  of  a 
small  debt ;  if  they  wished  to  render  the  National 
(Government  still  more  unpopular  by  giving  it 
exclusively  the  vtaa  hand  of  (axation,  ne  hoped 
they  would  not  make  ihemsdves  accessaries  to 
the  most  abandoned  junto  that  ever  disgraced 
society.  If  the  propositions  before  the  Committee 
sfaottld  pass  into  a  law,  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina would  be  charged  with  something  more  than 
half  a  million  of  dmlars,  interest  inclnded.for  cer- 
tificates that  were  confessedly  issued  by  the  force 
of  bribery  and  corruption.  They  were  not  founded 
on  the  shadow  of  service,  and  are  prohibited  by 
the  laws  of  the  State.    The  most  3l«a^  sot  u 
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life  would  resent  such  conduct.  They  would  sus- 
pect that  such  paper  must  hare  had  some  undue 
influence.  He  was  confident  that  the  propotitiona 
imported  more  than  had  been  intended. 

He  wished  thai  len-handed  fxTors  o(  this  sort 
could  be  more  equally  divided.  It  was  hard 
that  North  Carohna  soould  be  distinguished  by 
her  EufferingB.  In  the  settlpment  of  her  accounts 
he  thought  it  was  probable  that  she  would  lose 
Bear  two  millioits  of  dollars  by  the  manner  in 
-whichheraccouBts  were  lobe  adjusted.  He  sup- 
posed that  a  rule  by  which  a  good  horse  put  into 
the  service  does  not  bring  the  State  more  than 
half  B.  dollar  could  not  be  a  good  rnle.  This  must 
be  a  lo«s.  first^  to  the  citizeos,  aflerw&rds  to  the 
State,  wnich  is  nearly  the  same  thing.  There  is 
another  sum  of  about  a  millioD  of  dollars,  which 
the  citizens  of  that  State  seem  to  be  in  a  fair  way 
oflosingby  the  measures  of  Oovemmeut.  They 
have  received  nothing  for  their  certificates,  and 
they  are  not  permitted  to  fund  them.  Oblige  the 
citizens  ot  North  Carolina,  after  all  those  tosses  or 
oppresKions,  to  piy  half  a  million  that  they  do  not 
owe.  and  ^ou  will  at  least  deserve  the  title  of 
hardy  politicians.  He  said  that  he  should  offer 
DO  ameodmenta  to  the  propositions,  because,  in 
hiK  opinion,  they  were  improper  in  every  part. 

Tbeqtiestion  itas  then  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 

Fnin AT,  January  11. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  g.  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing  his  ri'port  of  a  supplemeutary  statement  of 
loans,  made  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  pur- 
suant to  the  resolution  of  the  27th  ultimo;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Reiolved,  That  the  Attorney  Cieneralbe  direct- 
ed to  report,  at  the  nest  fcssion  of  Conness,  a 
table  t^  costa  and  fees  for  the  Conrts  of  the  United 
States. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the 
12th  ultimo,  for  opening  a  Loan,  to  the  amount  of 
the  balances  whicn,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  ac- 
counts, shall  be  fotmd  due  from  the  United  States 
to  the  individual  Stales;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  asain  had  the  said  motion  tmder 
conaidemtioii,  and  nude  no  amendment  thereto. 

Sathbdav,  Jamiary  IS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  motion,  made  on  the  12th  ultimo,  for  opening 
aLoan  to  the  amount  ofthe  balances  which,  upon 
a  final  settlement  of  accounts,  shall  be  found  due 
from  the  United  States  to  the  individual  States, 
which  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  yesterdajf,  without  amendment. 
Whereupon,  a  motion  being  made  and  seconded 
to  amend  the  first  resolution,  contained  in  the  said 
motion,  by  adding,  to  the  end  thereof,  the  follow- 
ing proviso,  to  wit : 

"  Pmrided,  That  no  >uch  loan  aluH  be  opened  in 

«iT  Stale,  withool  Ihs  Mnnt  of  lbs  Lagidatare  thereof; 

by  •■  act  appiWTBiB  th 

2d  Con.— 87 


Vsts.— FisbeiAmes,  Robert  BsrawsU,  Egbnt  Ben- 
son, Eliaa  Boudinot,  Sheatjashub  Bonme,  Benjunin 
Bourne,  Abrahun  Cluk,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas 
Filuimons,  Blbridge  Geny,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Jamea 
Gordon,  Thotnaa  Hartley,  Jamea  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Hu- 

Ser,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kilchell,  John  Wilkes  Kitteia, 
ohn  Laurince,  Amasa  Leametl.  John  Leonard,  SsmDcl 
LivennorB,  James  Madison,  Frederick  Auguatua  Muh- 
lenberg, Nathaniel  NUee,  John  Page,  Theodore  Bedg- 
wick,  Peter  SyWeater,  WiUiam  Smith,  Bamuel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Stnrgea,  Tlioniiu  Snmptei,  George  Thatcher, 
Thomaa  Tndor  Tucker,  Abrahun  VenaUe,  Jeremiah 
Wadiworth,  ArMmaa  Ward,and  Alexander  While. 

MATB^^ohn  Baptist  Aabe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
bun  Findley,  wyiiam  B.  Qiles,  Njehdaa  Oilman, 
Chriatopher  Oreecap,  Andrew  Oiegg,  Samuel  CMffin,. 
William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  HeiMer,  Kcterd  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  JohnFMncuMercor,  JtriinK^ 
ledge,  Andrew  Moore,  WiUiain  Van*  Mumy,  Aluan- 
derrD.  On,  Joaiah  Parker,  Comeliua  C.  SehoimBMhw, 
John  Steele,  Thomas  Tiedwell,  Hugh  WiUiamaoD,  and 
Francis  Willia. 

And  then  the  main  ^tiestioa  beinc  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  first  resolution,  amend- 
ed to  read  as  follows ; 

"  Sttohed,  That  a  loan,  ta  Ae  amotmt  of  the  ba- 
lances which,  upon  a  final  Mttlemeot  of  aceoonta,  tdiall 
be  found  due  from  the  United  States  to  the  indiridnal 
fitatea,  be  opened  at  the  Loan  Offices  in  the  i«»|iecti(e 

States,  to  commence  ntdnn moutha  after  the  nid 

balances  shall  be  reported  at  the  Treaauiy,  and  to  con- 
tinue open  for  the  term  of months  from  the  time 

of  ita  commancement :  Pmmded,  That  bo  *ach  loan 
ihall  be  opened  in  any  State  without  the  aawnt  of  the 
Legislature  theieot  by  an  act  appniving  the  measure:" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeaa  34,  nays 
28,  at  follows: 

TaAS. — FiAer  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  B«n- 
■on,  BIhu  Boudinot,  Sheanwhub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bonme,  Abraham  m»A,  Jonathan  I^^ton,  Hhubbs 
FiliBmons,  Blbiidge  Oeity,  Niebolaa  Ciilman,  Benja* 
min  Goodhue,  James  Gordcm,  Thomas  HbtUm,  Jamea 
HiUbouM,  Daniel  Hoger,  Phibp  Key,  John  Witke*  KH- 
tera,  Jtdm  Lanrance,  Amsaa  Learned,  George  Leonaid, 
Samuel  Livermore,  Fredariek  Angnatna  Hidilaiibag, 
Theodore  Sedgwick.  Peter  Sylvester,  WiUiam  Saiith, 
Samuel  fiteiiett,  Jonathan  Stnrges,  Thomaa  Bumpier, 
George  Thatcher,  Thomaa  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth.Artemss  Ward,  and  Alexander  White. 

Nais.— John  BaptirtAihe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  William  B.  Gilog,  Chriatopbei  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Daniel  Heiiter,  Aaron  KJtcbell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Jamea  Madison,  John  Franda  Mercer, 
John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray, 
NaAaniel  Nilea,  Aleiender  D.  On,  John  Page,  Joaiah 
Paiker,  Com^us  C.  Schoonroaker,  larael  Smith.  John 
Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Hugh 
William«ni,  end  Franeia  WUIb, 

The  second,  third,  and  fourth  resolutions,  con- 
tained in  the  said  motion,  were  also  again  read; 
and,  on  the  qaestion  severally  ptit  thereon,  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

"  ttetolved,  That  the  sums  to  be  subscribed  to 
such  loans,  be  [Hiyabte  in  the  principtil  or  interest 
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of  the  certificates  or  notes  issued  by  aojr  of  the 
said  States,  as,  upon  the  Goal  settlement  of  ac- 
counts, shall  have  a  balance  due  to  them  from  the 
United  Stales,  and  which  shall  have  been  liqui' 

dated  to  specie  value,  prior  to  the day  of 

last 

"  Retolved,  That  every  subscriber  to  the  said 
loans  shall  be  emitted  to  ceritficates,  according  to 
the  sum  subscribed,  of  the  like  tenor  and  descrip- 
tion, in  the  like  proportions,  and  upon  the  like 
termsj  as  are  specified  and  directed  by  the  fifteenth 
and  sixteenth  sectione  of  the  act,  entitled  '  An  acl 
makingprovisionfor  theDebt  of  the  United  States,' 
except  tliat  interest  on  such  of  the  certificates  sub- 
scribed to  the  said  loan,  as  bear  interest,  shall  be 
computed  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  inclusively,  and 
that  interest  shall  not  b^n  to  accrue  upon  any 
of  the  certificates  which  shall  be  issued  in  lieu 
thereof,  till  the  first  day  o<  January,  one  thousand 
■evoi  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

"Reaolned,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  sum  sub- 
scribed in  the  evidences  of  the  debt  of  any  State, 
■hall  exceed  the  balance  due  to  such  State,  the 
same  shall  be  reduced  (in  equal  proportitNis)  to 
the  sum  actually  due  to  such  State." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
snaiit  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Fmsi- 
MOHs.  Mr.  Seoowick,  and  Mr.  William  Shits, 
do  prepare  aad  bring  in  the  same. 


MoNUAY,  January  14, 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Delaware 
line  of  the  Continental  Army,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  the  soldiers  of  the  said  line,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the 
depreciation  which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of 
debts  granted  them  for  military  services  rendered 
during  the  late  war,  may  be  made  good  to  them, 
or  such  other  relief  afforded  them  as  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  United  States  will  admit. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whoio 
are  referred  the  memorials  of  the  late  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  lines  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
ehnsetts.  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendment  reported  on  Thursday  last,  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  rela- 
tive to  claims  a^inst  the  United  States,  not  barred 
bv  any  act  of  limitation,  and  which  have  not  been 
already  adtusted ;  and  the  said  amendment  being 
twice  reaa,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 


The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Che 
amendments  reported,  on  the  2Tth  ultimo,  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  the  bdl  to 
r^ulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

OnUa^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
meols,  do  lie  on  the  table. 


PAT  OP  THE  LATE  ARMY. 
Mr.  BocniNOT  moved  for  the  order  of  the  dajr 
1  the  Bankrupt  law.  The  importance  of  this 
subject  to  the  general  interest,  and  that  of  a  num- 
ber of  individuals  in  several  of  the  States,  who, 
bv  reason  of  the  State  Gkivemmenis  being  pre- 
cluded from  passing  bankrupt  laws,  are  in  a  very 
distressed  situation,  was  urged  by  several  of  the 
members.  It  was  further  observed,  that  it  had 
long  been  before  Congress;  and  if  it  was  not  takea 
up  at  the  present  session,  it  was  very  probtem- 
aticai  whether  it  would  be  completed  at  the  next 

In  opposition  to  the  motion,  it  was  observed, 
that  though  the  subject  has  been  a  long  time  on 
the  earpet,  yet  it  had  not  been  reduced  to  any  ape- 
cific  form  Ull  very  lately.  That  the  bill  had  been 
laid  before  the  public  for  the  express  purpose  of 
collecting  the  ^neral  sense  of  the  people  on  the 
subject.    Sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  for  this 

Eurpose,  and  therefore  it  was  not  possible  for  the 
legislature  to  proceed  in  the  matter,  aided  by  die 
general  sense  of  their  coastitueots  relative  theretot 
The  motion  was  at  length  withdrawn;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  GEBity,  the  Houae  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Daytom  in 
the  Chair.)  and  took  into  consideration  the  me- 
morials of  the  officers  of  the  several  lines  of  the 
late  Army,  on  the  subject  of  a  deficiency  of  their 
pay.  The  several  memorials  were,  from  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  New  York^ennsyl- 
vania,  Delawaie,  and  Maryland  lines.  The  New 
Hampshire  and  Pennsylvania  memorials  being 
read — 

Mr.  Gerry  said,  in  order  to  bring  the  subject 
before  the  Committee,  heshould  move  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  viz: 

"  Raohed,  As  the  opinion  of  this  committse,  that  tha 
contract  between  CongieM  and  put  of  the  officen  aad 
nIdieiB  of  llu  smues  laiaed  br  Uie  eatabliibmeDl  of  the 


thfl  put  of  Congieai." 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Parker. 

Mr.  Grrbv  accompanied  his  motion  by  seven! 
observations,  in  which  he  showed  that  a  d^weci- 
ated  medium  could  never  be  ccHisidered  as  an 
equivalent  for  services  and  supplies  which  were 
contiacted  to  be  paid  for  in  specie. 

Several  members  objected  to  the  iodefiniteneas 
of  this  resslution.  They  suggested  the  propriety 
of  the  mover's  bringing  forward  a  sketch  of  the 
plan  for  which  he  intended  the  resolution  as  a 

Mr.  Maoisoh  suggested  a  variation  of  the  pro- 
position, to  the  simple  question  on  the  propriety 
of  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitions. 

After  several  observations  from  other  members, 
and  the  Chairman  had  remarked  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Gerry  was  not  in  order,  as  referring 
to  a  part  of  the  officers,  whereas  the  memorials 
made  no  distinction, 

Mr,  Clark  moved,  in  order  to  lake  the  sense  of 
the  Committee,  the  following; 
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late  American  utnj  cmnot  be  gnntod,  snd  that  the 
petittonon  have  le*>«  ta  withdraw  IheiT  petitioiu." 

Mr.  S&DowicK  obserred,  that  he  did  ool  rise  to 
express  an  opinioc  as  ta  any  vote  which  he  might 
ultimatelp  gtre  on  the  subject  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee. It  was  undoubtedly  an  important  subject ; 
importBat,as  it  respects  the  character  of  the  appli- 
cants, and  as  it  involred  a  consideration  of  the  ser- 
vices which  had  been  rendered  by  them.  No  man 
had  a  more  respectful  opinion  than  he  entertained 
of  the  honorable  patriotism  of  those  brave  and 
meritorious  citizens  who  had  ventured  their  lives 
in  defence  of  their  country.  No  man-wouid  more 
regret  than  himself,  that  those  Services  should  re- 
main unremunerated.  Thus  feeling,  he  should  be 
sorry  if  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  should  preclude  a  discussion  of  the  various 
questions  which  might  otherwise  arise  in  the  con- 
templation of  this  subject. 

He  said  he  knew  several  gentlemen  who  be- 
Keved  that  it  was  impracticable  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  memorials,  without  producing  evils,  soniEtny 
and  so  great,  as  infinitely  more  than  to  counter- 
balance the  benefits  intended.  That  it  would  be 
a  criminating  reflection  on  ^;entlemen  who,  with 
■o  muchwarmthof  declamation,  had  espoused  the 
canse  of  the  applicants,  to  suppose  that  they  fore- 
saw those  evils  and  were  not  prepared  to  guard 
against  them.  It  would  be  indirectly  charging 
apon  them  as  the  motive  of  their  conduct,  to  give 
an  approving  countenance  to  an  impracticable  ob- 
ject, an  intention  of  acquiring  popularity  at  the 
expense  of  the  reputation  of  the  GfoTernment.  This 
was  a  charge  he  had  no  disposition  to  make ;  he 
would  therefore  suppose  the  gentlemen  jiad  di- 
gested some  scheme,  in  their  opinion,  of  practica- 
ble compensation,  whichj  by  what  they  have  said, 
they  have  pledged  to  bring  forward  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Committee;  but  they  would  be  pre- 
cluded from  doing  it,  should  the  mover  of  the  pre- 
sent question  persist  in  having  the  fate  of  the 
memorials  decided  on  his  motion. 

He  said  that,  confident  in  the  hope  that  the  gen- 
tlemen would  gratify  the  wishes  of  bis  friends,  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  some  of  the 
embarrassingqDestions  which  theCoiamittee  must 
meet  in  the  progress  of  this  business. 

The  whole  merit  of  the  present  application,  in 
his  opinion,  rested  on  the  supposition  that  by  the 
terms  of  the  Fnnding  law  the  Government  had  made 
a  saving  to  itself;  or,  to  speak  with  more  precision, 
to  the  debtor  part  of  the  community.  In  other 
words,  that  by  the  terms  of  the  loan  an  adequate 
provision  was  not  made  for  the  public  debt.  This 
supposition  is  denied  by  many  gentlemen,  who  did 
not  hesitate  expressly  todeclare  that  the  provision 
is  ample,  and  ought  to  be  satisfactory.  Others,  be 
said,  went  further,  and  even  insinuated  that  there 
existed  a  sympathetic  sensibility  between  (he  ma- 
jority of  Congress  and  the  public  creditors,  inju- 
rious to  the  great  body  of  the  people.  This  saving 
cocstituted  tlial  residuum  of  the  original  contract, 
which  was  the  subject  of  the  present  demand.  If, 
then,  there  was  no  saving  there  was  no  residuum, 
no  subject  of  distribution.  On  this  idea  the  appli- 
cation is  to  the  generosity,  ool  the  justice,  of  Con- 


gress. On  this  ground  the  memorials,  be  pre- 
sumed, were  not  advocated  by  those  gentlemen. 
Shoula  it,  however,  be  demonstrated  that  the  con- 
templated saving  had  been  made  to  the  public,  he 
asked  vrhether  this  was  the  only  descrijilion  of 
creditors  to  whom  injustice  had  been  done?  And 
would  not  the  same  arguments  which  should  de- 
monstrate their  rights  prove  equally  the  title  of 
every  oilier  original  holder  to  further  provision? 
Was  there  any  discriminating  principle  by  which 
it  would  appear  that  these  men  alone  were  enti- 
tled to  redress  for  a  violation  of  justice?  These 
questions  were  important,  and  bemg  obvious,  they 
must  have  occurred  to  the  gentle meti,  who,  it  might 
reasonably  be  presumed,  had  come  prepared,  if  not 
satisfactory,  at  least  with  plausible  answers. 
:  saidj  that  among  the  evils  which  had  been 
endured  during  our  struggle  for  freedom  and 
independence,  was  a  lapse  of  public  credit,  by 
which  there  had  been  apportioned  a  severe  tax  on 
the  citizens;  and  although  this  was  not  in  exact 
proportion,  yet  it  was  generally  more  equal  than 
protably  any  reapportionment  would  mate  it  It 
was  said,  at  least  by  some,  that  by  comparing  the 
relative  clrcomstancesofthe  army  before  and  since 
the  war,  with  the  community  at  large,  it  might  be 
presumed  that  they  had  not  coutrihuled  to  this 
tax  beyond  their  proportion.  If,  on  the  whol& 
the  claim  of  the  army  could  not  be  distinguished 
from  that  of  the  other  original  creditors,  and  if 
justice  required  the  provision  contended  for,  then 
it  would  follow,  inesistibly,  that  an  account  was 
to  be  opened  with  each  original  creditor ;  that 
"■■'"T  if  a  distinction  could  be  discovered  which 
lid  authorize  a  difference  between  the  army 
every  other  descriptionof  creditors,  it  was,  he 
said,  further  asked  by  ^ntlemen  who  believed  the 
project  to  be  impracticable,  whether  it  was  in- 
tended, by  a  further  distinction,  to  separate  the  offi- 
cers from  the  soldiers,  to  provide  for  the  former 
and  not  for  the  latter?  If  one  part  of  the  dilemma 
was  chosen,  it  would  operate  manifest  injustice; 
if  the  other,  the  Government  would  open  those 
sources  of  speculation  which  seemed  to  threaten 
to  inundate  the  country  with  enormous  evils.  He 
said  gentlemen  who  were  disposed  to  afford  a  fa- 
voraMe  countenance  to  the  present  applications 
had  undoubtedly  considered  these  efTects,  and  had 
also  considered  the  means  of  prevenlins  those  evils, 
and  candor  required  that  they  shouldlte  indulge*! 
with  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  their  system. 

He  said  that  it  was  further  objected,  that  the 
proposed  measure  would  materially  alter  the  Fund- 
ing system,  a  strict  adherence  to  which  was  gua- 
ranteed to  the  public  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote 
of  both  Houses. 

He  said  the  objections  he  had  mentioned  were 
among  the  most  important  of  those  which  bad 
occurred  on  this  subject;  that  a  discussion  of  them 
would  open  an  extensive  field  of  argument.  He 
thouaht  it  would  be  of  public  utility  that  they 
should  be  discussed ;  he  therefore  again  solicited 
the  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  that  an  opportunity  might  be  afforded  to 
gentlemen  to  bring  forward  a  digested  system. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  assured  the  Committee  that  he 
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had  delennjued  not  to  trouble  them  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  he  should  have  carried  that  determina- 
tion into  execution,  did  he  not  find  thai  the  ques* 
tioa  was  likely  to  be  taken  in  a  manner  not  alto- 
gether pleasing  to  him.  He  had  expected  that  the 
claims  of  the  officers  would  have  been  fairly  met, 
and  if  decided  in  the  nu^atire,  those  gentlemen 
would  have  gone  awav  lully  satisfied  that  their 
claims  had  received  a  lair  and  candid  discussion. 
But  he  feared,  from  the  aigumenis  of  gentlemen, 
that  the  idea  that  the  United  States  had  unjustly 
&iled  in  performing  the  contract  with  the  Army, 
would  take  place,  and  an  ungrounded  imputation 
of  partiality  (at  least  in  the  minds  of  the  petition- 
ers) would  be  left  on  the  Qovemmentj  wnen  Mi. 
B.  thought  a  fair  statement  of  the  matter  would 


ward  as  creditors  of  the  United  Stales 
cent  and  becoming  manner,  and  presented  their 
claims  fouoded  on  former  contracts,  which  they 
conceived  had  not  been  fulfilled,  and  therefore 
they  called  on  GovsmmenI  to  do  what  was  right 
and  just  on  the  occasion.  Congress  were  the  in- 
dependent representatives  of  the  whole  Union,  to 
whom  every  citizen  ought  to  have  free  access; 
and  where  every  citizen  was  to  be  considered  as 
equally  entitled  to  an  impartial  hearing.  If,  od 
examination,  it  should  appear  that  justice  required 
a  fUrther  compensation  to  the  petitioners  as  a  class 
of  public  creifitors,  when  considered  OD  a  general 
scale,  no  man  in  the  House  would  be  more  ready 
than  himself  to  eive  his  voice  for  such  a  measure. 
But  if  it  should  appear  that  the  contract  on  the 
part  of  the  public  Bad  been  complied  with,  as  far 
as  distributive  justice  would  permit,  he  wished 
the  petitioners  to  be  convjnced  of  it,  and  that  those 
losses  they  had  met  with,  were  such  as  had  been 
equally  borne  by  other  creditors  of  the  Union,  and 
therefore  a  general  burden,  by  which  he  hoped 
they  would  receive  full  satisfaction  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  B.,  while  he  acknowledged  the  patriotism 
and  virtue  of  the  American  Army,  and  subscribed 
fuUy  to  their  eminent  services  and  patient  sufier- 
ings,  he  could  not  join  in  decrying  the  essential 
services  and  suflerings  of  the  other  public  credit- 
ors of  the  United  States,  who,  in  the  day  of  her 
distress,  had  administered  their  property  to  the 
support  of  that  Army  and  the  defence  of  the 
UnioiL 

AH  public  creditors  who  presented  themselvei 
in  the  day  of  distress  to  the  reUef  of  the  Union, 
were  equally  entitled  to  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress; but,  as  the  officers  in  their  memoiisb  bad 
applied  in  behalf  of  the  army  alone,  he  wished 
to  consider  their  case,  in  the  first  instance,  abstract- 
ly, without  connecting  it  with  any  other  clasa  of 
creditors,  and  then  compare  it  with  others  of  their 
fellow-citizens. 

He  undertook,  therefore,  in  the  first  place,  to 
state  the  public  conduct  towards  the  Army  from 
the  beginning  to  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent Government.  He  would  then  examine  the 
conduct  of  the  present  Government;  and  lastly. 


nility  of  iiaiisfying  it. 


The  Committee  wete  well  acquainted  with  tbe 
rise  and  progress  of  the  late  war.  At  the  fiiw 
alarm  the  patriotic  citizens  of  the  Colonies  fle'w  to 
their  arms  and  formed  in  the  field,  without  terms 
or  stipulations  as  to  their  services.  In  1775,  Con- 
gress turned  their  attention  to  the  Army  as  the  first 
great  object,  and  having  organized  it,  fixed  the 
pay  at  the  rate  of  fifty  dollars  for  a  Colonel,  and 
twenty  dollars  for  a  Captain.  In  1776,  desirous  of 
encouraging  citizens  who  were  so  zealous  In  theii 
country^  Bervice,  they  gave  a  bounty  of  twenty 
dollars  to  each  private,  amounting  in  the  whole  i* 
upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  besides 
a  promise  of"  one  hundred  acres  of  land;  and  to 
the  officers  at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  acres  to  a 
Colonel,  and  the  rest  in  proportion.  In  October  of 
the  same  year,  desirous  of  Keeping  up  the  zeal  of 
the  officers,  they  increased  the  pay  in  the  proportion 
of  seventy-five  dollars  to  a  Colonel,  and  forty  dol- 
lars to  a  Captain,  and  gave  a  suit  of  clothes  per 
annum  to  every  private,  or  twenty  dollars  in  caalL. 
In  December,  1777,  Congress  showed  their  deute 
of  encouraging  the  service,  by  giving  a  month's 
extra  pay  to  the  Army.  The  officers,  anxious  tea 
their  future  support  afler  the  war  was  over,  ex- 
pressed an  earnest  desire  of  having  some  provision 
of  this  sort  anticipated,  and  Congress,  in  compli- 
ance with  their  desires,  after  a  consideration  of 
three  months,  or  more,  agreed,  in  May,  1778,  to 
give  each  officer  half-pay  for  seven  yearsafler  the 
end  of  the  war,  on  condition  that  they  did  not 
hold  any  office  of  profit  under  any  individual  State, 
and  eighty  dollars  to  each  private.  In  November 
foUowmg  they  gave  to  each  supernumerary  offi- 
cer one  year  s  pay  extraordinary,  and  increased 
the  allowance  for  every  retained  ration  to  Ss.  6d. 
in  money.  The  Army,  not  being  sasisfied  with 
this  provision,  in  August,  1779.  a  committee^  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  leportea  further  provision 
of  half-pay  for  life,  without  any  condition  in  favor 
of  those  who  should  continue  to  the  end  of  the 
war,  and  recommended  to  the  States  to  provide 
for  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  who  should  be 
killed  in  the  service.  Congress  likewise  mcieaaed 
the  allowance  of  monthly  subsistence  for  officers 
to  five  hundred  dollars  for  a  Colonel,aCaptain  two 
hundred  dollars,  and  a  private  ten  dollars;  and, 
added  to  all  this,  Consress  allowed  the  officers  to 
receive  from  the  pubTic  stores  one  hat,  a  watch- 
coat,  body  coat,  four  vests,  four  pair  oi  breeches, 
four  shirts,  four  stocks,  six  pair  of  stockioss,  and 
four  pair  of  shoes,  per  annum,  nearly  at  former 
prices ;  and  the  soldiers  in  proportion.    The  half- 

afor  life  was  adopted,  to  the  great  offence  of 
ividual  States,  who  sent  forward  petitions 
against  the  measure  as  impolitic  and  unjust.  The 
war  continuing,  the  distresses  of  the  country  in- 
creased, which  reduced  the  public  credit  so  low, 
as  to  produce  great  uneasiness  among  all  classes  ot 
public  creditors,  both  in  the  Army  and  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Habt- 
LEY,]  in  his  argument,  represented  (m  Mr.  B.'s 
opinion)  his  own  feelings  on  the  occasion,  rather 
than  a  comparative  view  of  the  sofferings  of  the 
citizens  at  large;  for  it  is  not  uncommon,  when 
gentlemen  are  connected  with  a  particular  claw 
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of  aufferers,  to  view  what  h«  sees  and  hears  w  an 
ezcliuive  and  peculiar  evil,  without  coQsid«Mng 
what  passes,  elsewhere.  Thus,  the  soldiei-con- 
aiders  the  sacrifice  of  the  Arm;  as  the  only  in  tole- 
rable burden;  white  the  merchant,knowing  his  own 
losses  beet,  considen  others'  complaints  as  trifling 
compared  to  his ;  and  thefarmer,  whoearnsevery 
farthing  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  blames  the  Go- 
venunent  for  not  giving  him  the  first  place  in  alt 
their  systems.  Yet  the  tail  conclusion  is,  that  the 
burden  has  been  generally  nearly  equal,  and  a 
common  tax  for  the  defuice  of  our  country.  And 
although  Mr.  B.  readily  subscribed  to  the  great 
sufferings  and  patriotic  exertioos  of  the  Army,  yet 
the^  should  also  give  credit  for  the  attention  of 
their  country  to  the  utmost  of  her  abilities.  As 
the  ^ndeman  from  Pennsylvania  is  best  acquaint- 
ed vrith  the  line  of  hisownState, Mr. B.  undertook 
to  mention  what  was  done  by  PennsylTonia  for  her 
own  oflicers  in  addition  to  the  allowance  of  Con- 
gress. During  the  war,  stores  were  provided,  from 
^rhich  they  received  a  partial  supply  at  the  bard 
mctfiey  prices.  The  depreciation  of  their  pay  was 
fully  made  up  to  them;  at  the  sales  of  the  ccxtfls- 
cated  estates  their  certificates  were  received  as 
hard  money ;  the  same  for  lands  in  the  laud  office ; 
the  interest  of  six  per  cent,  was  paid  on  their  cer- 
tificates forannmberof  years;  an  additional  bouD- 
n  of  land  was  given  to  them,- ready  surveyed  and 
iree  from  expense;  and  when  the  Funding  System 
look  place,  they  had  their  three  per  cent,  and  de- 
ferred debt  made  good  to  six  per  eent.  by  addi- 
tional certificates  from  the  State,  which  were  af- 
terwards redeemed  at  about  fifty  and  thirty-seven 
per  cent,  in  hard  money. 

In  AoguEt,  17B2,  a  memorial  bata  the  State  trf 
Pennsylvania  called  loudly  oa  Congress  for  fresh 
exertioBs  towards  the  sMtlement  of  all  accounts, 
and  mahing  provision  for  the  paying  off  the  pub- 
lic debt.  It  IB  supposed  the  Army  took  the  hint. 
and  in  December  following,  a  deputation  of  field 
officers,  with  a  strong  memorial  on  behalf  of  the 
Army,waitedonCongresa.  Tbesnbstanceof their 
request  was— first, 'some  present  pay;  secondly,  a 
■ettlement  of  their  accounts  and  security  for  their 
balances;  and  thirdly.acommutation  of  their  half- 
pay  for  Ufe;  as  they  found  that  the  measure  was 
odious  to  their  fellow'citizens,  and  would  preveni 
the  happy  intax^ourse  they  expected  on  their  re- 
turn  to  private  life.  The  present  pay  and  settle- 
ment of  occonnts  were  immediately  provided  for, 
and  as  to  security  for  the  balances.  Congress  re- 
solved, "as  to  what  relates  to  the  providing  of  se- 
enrity  for  what  shall  be  found  due  on  such  settle- 
ment, that  the  troops  of  the  United  Stales,  tn  com- 
MOn  viith  ail  the  credittm  of  the  tarnie,  have  an 
andoubted  right  to  expect  such  security,  and  that 
Coikgrets  wifl  maJte  every  effort  in  ^eir  power 
to  obtain  from  the  respective  States  substantial 
funds  adequate  to  the  object,"  Sx.  As  to  the  corn- 
Mutation,  it  was  urged,  on  the  part  of  the  Army, 
that  five  or  six  years  full  pay  was  but  a  reason- 
able sum  to  make  good  their  sufferings,  not  only 
OD  account  of  the  defictencv  of  their  pay,  but  also 
on  other  accounts;  and  that  it  would  be  more 
agreeable  to  dieir  fellow-citizens,  than  that  they 


should  be  pensioners  for  life.  Mr.  B.  mentitmed 
this  from  nis  memory,  which  he  said  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Journals  af  Congress  of  Pebruary, 
1783,  when  a  resolution  proposed  tvas  prefaced  m 
this  manner:  "Wherea^  in  consequence  of  the 
faithful  services  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  their  great  su^er-tngf,  not 
otdy  on  account  of  the  deficiency  of  their  pay,  bid 
on  other  accoimtt,  Coneress  have,  by  divers  reso- 
lutions, promised  them  naif-pay,"  i&«.  The  want 
of  money  having  been  raised  asan  objection  against 
this  measore,  the  officers  contended  that  they  ex- 

Kcted  nothing  more  than  certificates  for  their 
lances,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  creditors  of 
the  United  States  had  received.  Congress  finally 
determined  to  grant  their  request ;  but  to  prevent 
the  Army  from  alienating  their  certificates  at  an 
underrate,  and  thereby  affecting  the  public  credit, 
it  was  proposed  that  they  should  not  be  made 
transferable.  As  soon  as  the  delegation  from  the 
Army  we  re  made  aco  uaintedwiththis,theyspumed 
at  the  idea,  and  justly  asked  if  they  were  not  free- 
men; if  the  baltmces  were  not  their  own  proper- 
ty; whether  they  had  not  the  same  right  to  dis- 
pose of  their  property  as  they  pleased,  with  every 
other  citizen*  They  therefore  insisted  to  be  put 
OB  a  footing  with  every  other  creditor  who  had 
received  certificates.  The  reasoning  was  too  for- 
cible to  be  answered  with  propriety;  and  there- 
fore Congress,  on  die  22d  (rf  March,  1783,  resolved, 
"that  such  officers,  &c.,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  amount  of  five  years'  full  pay  in  money  or  se- 
curities on  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  as 
Congress  shall  find  most  convenient,  instead  of 
the  nalf.^y  promised  for  life ;  the  taxd  »ecuritU» 
to  be  muui  at  ehaU  be  given  to  other  cretHton  of 
the  Ihtited  States,  provided  Hit  at  the  optum  of 
the  lines  of  the  rnpective  States  to  accept  or  re- 
_fiue  the  same."  "  That,  with  regard  to  the  retiring 
officers,  the  commutation,  if  accepted  by  them, 
»hall  be  in  lieu  of  whatever  may  be  n  ' 
well  as  M*a(  it^kt  hereafter  ' 
This  commutatioD  amounted  t( 
nel,  and  $2400  to  a  Captain. 

Mr.  B.  alleged  his  privity  to  this  arrangement, 
having  been  in  Congress  at  the  time,  and  of  course 
one  of  the  parties  to  the  contract.  He  also  ob- 
served very  particularly  on  this  measure  originat- 
ing with  the  Army,  and  especially  the  negotiable 
property  of  the  certificates:  that  in  this  transac- 
tion all  former  demands  were  involved,  and  the 
express  stipulation  of  the  Army  and  the  assent 
of  Congress  was,  not  to  pay  a  specific  sum  in 
specie,  but  to  give  such  seourUiesJor  the  baiofites 
as  should  he  given  to  the  other  creditors  of  the 
United  States.  Here,  then,  was  no  difference  be* 
tween  creditors;  all  were  put  on  a  footing;  and 
every  citizen  who  had  moAe  advances  Stt  the 
Oovamment,  or  had  fought  her  battles,  were  con- 
sidered equally  entitled  to  the  attention  rf  Go- 
vemmenL  Frnn  this  time  the  demands  of  the 
Army  put  on  the  face  irf  a  settled  debt,  end  requi- 
sitions were  made  to  the  difiereot  States  for  a 
fund  on  irtiich  to  found  a  certainty  of  payment, 
at  least  of  the  interest,  from  year  to  year;  all  the 
States  but  one  having  made  the  necessary  arrange- 
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ments,  the  plan  was  frusireCed;  but  manv  of  the 
iDdividual  Stales  made  prorisiaa  for,  and  dii 
liwlly  pay,  the  inlereal  oTsii  per  ceDt  for  sei 
years.  Nol withstanding  these  partial  payments 
the  public  credit  suffered  much,  Bud,  amoug  other 
causes,  the  gieaX  number  of  these  negotiable  secu- 
rities brought  to  market  was  not  the  least.  Thi 
distresses  of  some,  the  diSerenl  objects  of  pursuit 
of  others  which  required  capital,  the  debts  of 
others  which  called  for  payment  as  soon  as  the 
war  was  over,  and  the  fears  of  others  lor  the  fjle 
of  the  GoTernment,  «11  conspired  to  briiis  i 
general  l»nkruplcy.  These  securities  fefl  from 
six  shillings  and  eight  pence  to  two  shillings  and 
six  pence  in  the  pound,  and  cransfets  were  as  com- 
mon as  any  other  merchandise.  The  public  fears 
and  the  universal  complaint  of  creditors  finally 
brought  about  a  change  of  the  Government,  and 
the  new  Constitution  was  formed,  in  which  ' 
material  articles  applied  to  all  creditors:  one, 
the  new  Government  was  to  be  liable  for  the  debts 
of  the  otdi  and  another,  that  all  contracts  should 
be  carried  into  eSect  agreeably  to  the  terms  of 
them.  The  old  Congress  had  so  far  complied  with 
their  engagements  as  to  give  the  securities  re- 
quired by  the  contract,  and  to  apply  to  the  indi- 
vidual States  foe  the  funds  promised.  The  new 
Govenunent,  at  the  earnest  request  of  her  credit- 
ors, turned  an  early  attention  to  the  public  d^bt. 
She  found  the  contracts  were  with  the  original 
creditor,  bearer,  or  assignee."  The  holder  was 
equally  a  perly  to  the  contract,  and  demanded  the 
wnole  debt,  without  regard  to  the  sum  paid  for  it 
to  the  original  holder;  on  the  other  hand,  many 
contended  for  the  right  of  the  first  creditor  as  an 
equitable  demand  to  the  surplus,  for  at  least  a  part 
of  it,)  ailer  paying  the  prmcipal  and  interest  of 
the  sum  for  which  it  was  transferred.  To  this  it 
was  answered,  that  Congress  could  not  consider 
ihemselveE  as  a  Court  ofLaw  or  Equity  to  deter- 
mine these  claims;  they  were  bound  to  A,  B  oi 
bearer,  or  his  assignee;  the  holder  of  the  evidence 
of  the  public  debt  could  alone,  in  law  or  equity, 
give  a  discharge  of  the  debt;  that  it  would  be 
unconstitutiot^  to  destroy  the  contract  of  the 
parties,  when  made  bona  Jide,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  fraud  could  vitiate  every  contract  for  which 
the  Courts  of  Justice  were  adequate.'  therefore  it 
was,  that  all  discrimination  was  refused;  first,  as 
a  matter  without  the  juriiydiction  of  Congress; 
secondly,  as  a  matter  unjust,  on  the  principle  of 
a  lair  cntract  made  on  a  risk  to  be  run;  aud, 
lastly,  as  impracticable  in  its  very  nature.  In  con- 
seauence  of  this,  propositions  were  made  to  the 
holders  of  the  public  securities  on  the  principles 
of  the  Funding  System;  the  substance  of  which 
were,  that  as  ^he  Government  in  its  infancy  could 
not  embrace  a  discharge  of  the  debts,  or,  indeed, 
a  payment  of  full  interest,  without  risking  the 
public  credit  as  heretofore,  and  by  this  means 
again  exposing  the  creditor  to  loss,  it  was  there- 
fore  advisable  to  new-modify  the  debt,  so  that  the 
creditor  should  give  up  three  per  cent,  upon  the 
interest,  and  two  per  cent,  on  the  principal,  for 
ten  years,  for  which  he  should  receive  an  equiva- 
lent in  iKe  following  manner;  It  was  a  very  rea- 


terest  would  fall  in  five  years  to  fire  per  cent., 
and  in  ten  years  to  four  per  cent.;  in  waich  case 
Congress  might,  by  new  loansj  at  that  rate  of  in- 
terest, pay  off  the  whole  national  debt:  but  on 
the  present  plan,  she  would  secure  to  the  holder 
full  four  per  cent,  on  the  principal  for  ten  years, 
and  afterwards  six  per  cent  for  a  certain  number 
of  years,  on  terms,  with  three  per  cent  on  the 
interest  let  the  common  rate  of  interest  be  whM 
it  might.  This  was  accepted  by  the  creditM 
as  a  reasonable  equivalent,  and  the  debt  was  sub- 
scribed. 

The  event  proved  the  truth  of  the  sappositioa, 
and  the  value  of  the  Funded  Debt  at  one  time 
rose  to  twenty-five  shillings  on  the  pound  on  n'x 
per  cent.,  while  loans  have  been  made  by  the 
United  States  at  from  four  to  five  per  cent.  Con- 
gress then  gave  a  certainly  of  six  per  cent,  for  a 
number  of  years,  on  the  terms  of  the  loans  for  a 
partial  reduction  for  ten  years,  and  a  less  interest 
on  the  arrears  of  interest  then  due.  This  wai 
certainly  a  full  and  generous  equivalent;  and  the 
only  advantage  sained  by  the  public  was,  a  modi- 
fication of  the  debt,  by  which  the  burden  would 
be  divided,  and  the  increased  number  of  citizens, 
during  fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  would  bear  their 
proportion  of  the  expense  of  a  war  in  (he  benefit 
of  which  they  so  essentially  particii»ted.  At  the 
time  of  funding  the  public  debt,  the  irredeemable 
quality  was  considered  as  a  full  equivalent  and  a 
compliance  with  the  public  faith.  Mr.  B.  alleged 
that  lie  was  then  a  puldic  creditor,  and  considered 
it  in  that  point  of  light.  He  was  a  creditor  that 
had  a  right  to  feel  a  loss  as  much  as  any  man. 
He  was  a  creditor  of  1776,  when  the  Army  could 
not  be  sent  to  Canada  without  hard  money.  He 
was  a  creditor  in  1777,  when  the  prisoners  were 
perishing  for  want  of  food  and  clothing,  and  the 
Governmeut  could  not  furnish  a  single  suit,  or  a 
tolerable  supply,  for  their  extreme  distress.  He 
was  a  creditor  of  1778,  when,  at  the  Valley  Poige, 
the  tracks  of  the  soldiers  were  biarked  with  blood 
for  want  of  shoes,  which  he  collected  in  different 
parts  of  the  State  by  his  own  exertions,  and  at 
nis  own  expense,  wiUiout  fee  or  reward,  and  was 
not  repaid  till  1779.  He  was  a  large  creditor  of 
1779,  when  Congress  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  Union 
earnestly  calling  on  the  friends  of  their  country 
to  come  forward  with  loans  for  the  public  exigen- 
cies; and  he  was  a  creditor  as  an  officer  of^the 
Army,  in  which  he  had  served.  Under  this  view 
of  the  Bubiect,  Mr.  B.  acknowledged  that  he  had 
enlcrtainea  great  jealousies  lest  some  other  end 
was  aimed  at  by  the  present  resolution  than  the 
ostensible  one;  this  vras  raised  when  he  heard 

Kntlemen  found  the  success  of  the  resolution  on 
e  savings  made  by  the  Funding  System,  when 
those  gentlemen  had  for  years  past  been  c 
ally  representing  that  system  as  founded  o 
extravagant  waste  of  public  treasure;  that  the 
irredeemability  of  the  debt  was  a  tax  on  the  Go- 


which  c 
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mred  to  the  Union.  What  ideai,  (hen,  must  we 
form  of  ■  resolulion  calculated  lo  raise  the  hopes 
of  the  memoiialists,  which,  in  the  end,  would 
certainly  tnni  out  a  mere  shadow,  and  worse  than 
a  shadow?  This,  really,  wsa  triflitts  with  the 
complaiats  of  our  fellow-citizens.  There  had 
been  do  savings.  The  creditors  who  had  posses- 
sioD  of  the  public  contracts  had  received  a  full 
equivalent  for  their  demand  by  ibeir  own  free 
cODseDt,  at  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound.  Where, 
theD,  wus  room  for  a  denuiid  on  the  Qovernmeni 
for  any  saTing?  If  there  was  a  foundation  for  a 
claim,  il  must  be  against  the  possessors  of  the 
certificates;  bat  however  just  it  mi^ht  be,  it  was 
merely  illusory  to  form  the  resolution  on  princi- 
ples that  had  no  existence. 

The  losses  sustained  by  the  line  of  the  Army 
were  not  peculiar  to  them  as  creditors  of  the 
United  States.  All  classes  of  citizens  who  had 
generously  advanced  their  money  for  tiie  support 
of  this  very  Army  in  food,  clothing,  arms,  and 
ammtinition,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Ooveniment 
itself  at  home  and  abroad,  had  been  equal  suffer- 
ers, without  the  emolument  which  the  Army  had 
received,  in  the  most  distressing  times  of  the  war. 
The  Army  had  been  a  refuge  for  many  gentlemen 
driven  from  their  homes,  while  other  citizens 
'were  obliged  to  wander  for  a  considerable  time 
without  emplov  or  relief.  He  extended  his  ob- 
servations to  otner  citizens  who  had  suffered  dnr- 
ing  the  war.  and  particularly  mentioned  the  suf- 
ferers at  Falmouth,  Chariestown,  New  York,  Nor- 
folk, Yorktown,  and  South  Carolina,  as  those  who 
were  of  the  first  class  in  the  United  States)  as 
also  the  aged,  the  widows,  and  the  orfihan  credit- 
ors, who  had  snffered  withooi  receiving  any  ad- 
vantage whatever  from  the  public  bounty. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  piaclica- 
bilitj  of  the  measure,  supposing  its  equality  and 
justice  to  be  fairly  established.  As  (be  application 
was  now  founded  on  the  savings  on  each  man's 
individual  eertificate,  the  principle  equally  reached 
every  public  creditor.  Suroose,  then,  A,  B,  C,  D, 
and  £,  received  their  certincates  together:  A  sold 
his  at  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  in  the  pound 
to  raise  a  capital  to  purchase  public  lands,  which, 
at  one  time  m  this  city,  sold  at  six  pence  per  acre; 
B  sold  his  certificate  at  two  shillings  and  six  pence 
in  the  pound,  to  save  a  wife  and  children  from 
starving;  C  sold  his  to  raise  a  capital  to  go  into 
the  speculating  line;  D  sold  on  one  day  from  ne- 
cessity, but  replaced  it  the  next  day,  and  kept  it 
till  'he  Funding  System  took  place,  and  then  sold 
at  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound;  while  E  having 
confidence  in  the  Qovernment,  and  not  being  under 
a  necessity  of  selling,  funded  it  under  the  present 
system.  How  could  a  discrimination  take  placr 
here?  or  would  it  be  fair  equally  to  remunerati 
all  these  original  holders?  But  suppose  some  had 
sold  at  twenty  shillings,  and  also  had  received  all 
the  emoluments  of  the  Pennsylvania  line;  where 
would  be  the  distributive  justice  of  the  measure 
now  proposedl  If  vou  extend  this  doctrine  to  the 
public  creditors  at  large,  it  will  appear  in  a  strong 
point  <rf  lisht-  It  is  well  known  that  the  common 
ptaetice  of  the  OoveramenI  during  the  war,  was, 


certificates  in  fictitious  names — the  names 
of  clerks  in  c^ce,  of  heads  of  departments,  or  other 
persons — merely  to  make  them  answer  the  pur- 
pose of  a  paper  currency:  as  they  were  payable 
to  bearer,  the  name  was  never  thought  to  be  ma^ 
terial.  The  person  doing  the  service  or  lending 
his  moaey  received  these  certificates,  and  was  re- 
ally the  original  bolder,  yet  the  face  of  the  certifi- 
cate spoke  a  different  language.  In  this  case  a 
discrimiuatioD  would  be  impossibtej  and  much 
the  largest  part  of  the  public  debt  was  contracted 
in  this  way,  at^r  the  war  was  over.  Many  debts 
had  been  paid  by  merchants  and  others  lo  their 
foreign  creditors  and  others,  in  certificates  at  their 
nonunal  value;  and,  in  otner  cases,  individuals 
had  foiled,  and  the  loss  had  wholly  fallen  on  their 
creditors.  Mr.  B.  earnestly  contended  that  the  ei- 
pense  of  a  discrimination  would  exceed  the  reve- 
nues of  the  United  States.  The  nature  of  Irana- 
ferable  slock,  which  is  designed  to  operate  as  cur- 
rent money,  forbids  the  idea  of  a  discrimination, 
and  all  public  credit  must  necessarily  fail  if  such 
a  doctrine  was  to  prevail  in  the  finances  of  the 
Union.  This'vras  a  very  serious  and  important 
idea,  worthy  the  attention  of  the  applicants,  who 
certainly  were  interested  in  the  public  weal.  The 
right  of^  freemen  to  dispose  of  their  own  property 
as  they  please,  was  involved  in  the  question:  for 
if  the  CKJvemment  was  to  make  up  every  loss  on 
a  transfer,  then  it  ought  not  to  be  made  without 
their  consent.  Mr.  B.  hoped  he  would  not  be  un- 
derstood to  deny  either  (he  services  or  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  Army;  but  he  alleged  the  pnHniaed 
recompense  was  given,  which  had  been  tiraas- 
ferred  with  all  the  legal  and  equitaUe  right  to 
the  holder,  who  had  received  from  Oovemment 
the  full  valpe,  and  therefore  no  further  demand 
either  in  law  or  equity  remained  against  the  Ck>- 
vemment.  The  negotiable  quality  was  a  prin- 
ciple in  the  securities  insists!  on  by  (he  Army, 
and  which  they  had  used  as  they  chose,  for  dif- 
ferent purposes,  and  from  different  views.  He 
acknowledged  (bat  the  generosity,  benevolence, 
and  humanity  of  Congress,  had  been  addressed: 
to  this  he  answered,  that  they  were  but  stewards 
of  the  people's  property,  for  which  they  were  an- 
swerable; that  ihey  were  not  sent  here  to  show 
their  generosity ;  it  was  to  do  justice ;  and  that  not 
to  one  class,  but  to  every  description  of  citixeits. 
He  knew  of  but  one  rule  for  every  citizen  of  (he 
United  States.  They  were  all  eqoally  reprenent- 
ed  in  that  House;  butat  all  events  it  became  them 
lo  be  just  before  they  were  generous. 

Mr.  B.  assured  the  House  that  he  had  (aken  up 
so  mnch  of  their  time,  because  he  found  that  no 
one  had  come  forward  foirly  (o  meet  the  question, 
and  he  had  too  great  a  regard  for  tue  memorial- 
ists to  wish  them  to  go  away  under  (he  idea  that 
anything  had  been  refused  to  them  which  ought 
in  propriety  to  have  been  done.  At  any  rate,  he 
had  candidly  and  above-board  given  the  reasons  of 
bis  vote  on  this  important  occasion,  which  would 
be  against  the  question  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia. 

The  CoDBmittee  now  rose,  without  taking  any 
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Tdebday,  January^  15. 

An  engrotwd  biU  relative  to  claims  affainst  the 
United  States,  not  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation, 
aod  which  have  not  been  already  adjusted, 
read  the  third  time  and  pasted. 

Mr.  FiTZSiHONa,ftoin  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  a  Loan  in  the  ceiiifi- 
oateii  or  notes  of  such  Stales  as  shall  hare  balances 
due  to  them,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  accc 
with  the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

"  That  ■  ouamittee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  Inll  for  placing  on  the  pension  li^t  all  such 
oAcera  and  privatu  of  the  Militia  as  have  been  or  shall 
ba  woonded  or  diwtiled  in  the  cerrice  of  the  UniUd 
State!,  and  not  provided  for  by  law :" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  referred 
the  conaideratioD  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  nest. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

"  That  the  mamorial  andpetitian  of  sundry  merchanti 
of  the  city  of  Charleaton,  in  the  State  of  South  Caroli- 
na, engaged  in  coniinerce  prerioiu  to  the  late  Bevidn- 
tioa,  which  was  preaenled  to  this  Hauw  at  the  Uct 
sesaion,  'stating  the  particular  hardstups  under  which 
thsj  labor,  from  the  twofold  causes  of  the  operBtion  of 
the  fourth  article  of  the  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace,  and 
of  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress  for  fiiiiding  the  pubhc 
debt,  as  redeems  the  old  Continental  money,  at  the  rale 
of  one  hundred  dollars  Uiereof  for  one  dollar  apede ; 
the  former  requiring  them  to  pay  theu  British  debts  in 
itethng  money,  with  full  interest  to  the  present  time ; 
and  the  latta  depriving  them  of  all  hope  of  indemnity 
fiom  the  efiwli  of  depreciation  and  lender  laws,  to 
which  they  were  eipoaed  during  the  war,  and  praying 
■aUef;"be  refinredtotbeconsideratiDnof^  Cranmitlae 
of  the  Whole  Hooae  u>  whom  are  referred  the  memori- 
ala  of  the  lines  of  New  Hampshire,  MaHachoaeOa, 
New  York,  Fennaylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland. 

This  motion  occasioned  a  debate  j  those  who 
opposed  it,  contended  that  it  was  a.  distinct  and 
dmetent  case  from  that  of  the  officers;  that  it  in- 
Tolved  a  very  different  investigation  and  could  not 
therefore  be  connected  with  it ;  aitd  that  it  appeared 
to  be  desi«ied  to  embanasaand  perplex  the  appti- 
oaticHi  of  Uie  officers. 

In  support  of  the  motion,  a  rarietj  of  reasons 
wei«  adduced  to  show  that  the  cases  were  parallel, 
and  that  there  was  no  propriety  in  making  a  dis- 
tiiietion  between  different  classes  of  citizens  m  their 
^plication  for  relief  in  Eimilax  cases.  Af^er  con- 
eiderable  debate, 

The  previous  question  being  called  for  by  five 
members,  to  wit:  "Shall  the  main  que^ion,  to 
agree  to  the  said  motion,  be  now  pull" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  30,  nays 
34,  as  follows: 

Yiia.! — Fisher  Amea,  Robert  Barnwell,  Gtiaa  Boudi- 
■ot,  Ebeagaihub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham 
Clark,  Thomai  Piliaimoiu,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas 
Oilnuai,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon.  Chrlsto- 
Bha  Oneunp,  Danist  Heister,  Aaron  Kitoheil,  Amasa 
Leaned,  George  Leonard,  SaJnuel  Livennore,  Natha- 
Biel  Nilea,  Tbradna  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel 
amith,  William  Smith,  Jtdin  Steele,  Samuel  Slerrett, 


Jonadian  Stnrgea,  Thomas  Sompter,  George  TbaUbsr, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tuckar,  Alexander  While,  and  Hng^ 
Williamson. 

NaiB. — John  8q>tiat  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  E|^ 
belt  Benson,  Jonathan  Dayton.  William  B.  Giles,  An- 
drew Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley, 
James  HilUiouse,  Israel  Jacoba,  Rjchaid  Bland  LMi 
Tfathnniel  Macon,  Jamei  Madison,  John  Francis  Mc^ 
cer,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vana 
Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Joaiah  Palker, 
Peter  G^lveiler,  Thomas  TredweU,  Abraham  Vcnahle, 
Artemas  Ward,  and  Frauds  Willis. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  motion,  it  passed  in 
the  negative — yeas  24,  nays  30,  as  follows : 

YiAS.— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Ehas  Bon- 
dinot,  Sheaijaahub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Thomas  Fitxsimons,  Elbridge  Oeny,  W- 
cholas  Gilman,  Be^jaoiin  Goodhue,  Jamee  Gordon, 
Aaron  Kitchell,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  8b- 
mael  Livermore,  Jeremiah  Smith.  laraeJ  Smith,  Wiffiam 
Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thromaa 
Sumpter,  George  Tbalchei,  Thomas  Tudor  Tuder, 
and  Alexander  White. 

Niii. — John  Baptist  Aahe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Eg- 
bert Benson,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  B.  Giles,  Chria- 
topber  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Orovew 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heialer,  James  HiUhouse,  bnsl 
Jacobs,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macm,  Jamaa 
Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Frederick  Angustus 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Nile*, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Joeiah  Parker,  Tbeodote 
Sedgwick,  Peler  Sylvester,  John  Steele,  Thomaa  T^ed- 
well,  Abreham  Venable,  Aiiemas  Ward,  Hugh  Wil- 
liamson, and  Francis  Willis. 

PAT  OF  THE  LATE  ARMY. 

The  petitions  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Army 
being  under  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whue,  the  foUowing  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Gerry,  viz : 

"  Rtaeloed,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
pTOvlaioa  be  made  for  such  officers,  non-commieaoDad 
officers,  and  soldiers  of  the  lat«  Army  of  the  Unilad 
States,  who  rec^ved  certificates  for  the  balances  doe  to 
them  on  a  final  settlement  of  their  respective  aceounts : 
Pmtided,  That  such  provision  shall  not  exceed  the  dif- 
ference between  the  nominal  amount  of  the  said  certifi- 
cates and  the  real  amount,  estimated  at  the  present 
rales  in  the  market,  of  the  certificates  which  are  or  may 
be  issued  for  those  first  mentioned,  pursuant  to  an  act 
making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  die  United  States." 

Mr.  Clark  moved  an  amendment,  which  waa 
to  insert  in  the  first  clause  after  the  word  "for," 
all  pertona  vho  kaoe  received  liquidated  certi^ 
catee  for  termce*  rendered  or  ntpplies  Jurnishtd 
durmg  the  late  war;  and,  on  this  motion  to 
amend,  Mr.  Hartlet  made  the  following  obset- 

Mr.  H.  wished  that  a  question  upon  the  prayer 
of  the  petitions  might  be  fairly  taken,  without  any 
embarrassment  or  ccmnexion  with  another  suh- 
ject.  Let  us,  he  said,  consider  and  discuss  the 
claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  Army, 
and  either  grant  them,  or  dismiss  their  petitioii» 
with  d««ency,    'The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
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yesterday  came  formrd  with  a  rescdatioo,  exprcas- 
ing  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  could  not  be 
f^tutted.  If  this  was  conautent  with  bis  opiQion, 
It  was  candid  {  he  appeared  openly  to  avow  his 
sentimeats.  1  cannot  say  quite  so  much  in.  his 
lavor  to-day  for  withdiawing  his  atotion.  I»- 
de^d.  th«  motion  pfeaenied  by  tW  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  comes  forward  in  so  questionable  a 
shape,  that  1  am  at  a  loss  lo  know  who  are  friends 
or  enemies  to  the  objects  of  the  petitioners.    To 


it  eonteiuplaCea  what  the  Bbilities  of  this  eonntry 
aie  not  competent  to.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  agreed 
to.  The  officers  and  soldiers  attempt  to  show  that 
there  is  a  distinction  between  their  case  and  other 
citizens ;  besides,  what  hare  they  to  hope  from  the 
bounty  and  mag;nanimity  of  the  nation?  li  may 
not  be  amiss  for  me  here  to  meotion,  that  I  have 
never  had  a  certificate,  and  that  i  am  not  person- 
ally interested  in  the  question.  1  was  an  officer  in 
part  of  the  war,  but  have  nothing  to  ask  for  here. 
I  consider  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  have  a 
claim  of  justice  as  well  as  equity,  besides  what 
they  mig'bt  expect  from  the  magnanimity  o(  the 
nation.  1  shaQ  say  but  a  few  words  on  the  suf- 
ferings and  distress  of  the  Army ;  they  were  great, 
aod  unexampled  in  the  history  of  moolciad.  Those 
who  are  now  present,  and  were  either  in  the  Ca- 
binet or  field,  must  know  the  force  of  my  observa- 
tion- I  will  not  detail  the  scenes  of  misery  ex- 
hibited durins  the  war.  To  support  the  rights 
and  liberties  oT  the  country,  officers  and  soldiers 
freely  entered  into  the  service.  In  the  year  1776, 
the  officers  had  half-pay ;  in  the  year  1777,  the  pay 
was.  DominaUy  increased,  but  unfortunately  de- 
preciation came  on,  and  their  actual  compensation 
was  less  than  the  year  before.  1  have  a  respect 
for  a  militiaman,  but  his  case  cannot  be  compared, 
in  point  of  difficulties  and  danger,  to  that  of  the 
officer  and  soldier — the  former  occasionally  called 
forth,  the  Utter  constantly  at  the  post  of  danger 
and  duty.  Theie  was  certainly  an  inequality  in 
their  situations,  which  ought  to  have  been  com- 
poisated  for  to  the  soldier.  The  officer  who  was 
married,  though  he  could  meet  the  dangers  of  the 
field  himself,  yet  could  not  view  with  fortitude 
the  poverty  and  oud'artune  which  threatened  bis 

Congress  had  made  no  prov  ision  to  grant  half- 
pay  to  the  officers  (who  should  serve  lo  the  end 
of  the  wai)  until  some  time  in  the  year  1778. 
Several  officers  who  were  well  attached  to  the 
catise,  owing  to  their  necessities  and  the  circum- 
stances of  their  families,  were  obliged  to  resign. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  saw  the  evils  which 
threatened  his  country  and  the  Army ;  he  stated 
them  to  Congress ;  some  strong  promises  and  ap- 
pearances were  absolutely  necessary  on  the  part 
of  Qovemment,  or  the  Army  would  not  be  Kept 
together.  These  were  made  in  the  most  solemn 
manner.  Many  officers  and  soldiers  were  retained. 
Dmreciation  still  continued.  The  soldier,  huncry 
aaci  forlorn,  was  obliged  to  take  the  paper  mat 
was  offered  him  by  the  Government  This  was 
not  in  genoral  the  esse  with  the  former ;  the  latter 


moat  commonly  parted  with  bis  property  volun- 
tarily. One  kind  of  paper  followed  another  during 
the  war ;  eaoh  depreciated ;  but  still  Congress,  bv 
epeated  resolutioaa,  (in  order  to  induce   t 


sued ;  and  I  believe  Congress,  and  the  whole 
American  world,  expected  they  were  to  be  paid 
in  specie  as  soon  as  there  was  sufficient  ability  in 
the  Oorermnent.  And  1  still  think  there  is  a  dif- 
ference between  their  claims  and  those  of  the 
other  citixensv  At  the  first  session  of  Congress 
under  the  present  Government,  the  House  resMved 
that  they  would  support  th<;  public  credit;  and 
strong  expressions  were  used.  This  gave  great 
c<Hifiaeuce  to  the  puUic;  ceittficatcs  were  en- 
hanced in  value,  and  many  of  them  had  passed 
into  the  hands  of  stranger^  under  the  faith  of  Go- 
vernment ;  so  that,  when  the  Fmiding  bill  passed, 
nothing  could  be  done  without  the  consent  of  the 
holders.  I  wished  exceedingly  for  an  opportunity 
lo  give  my  aid  in  favor  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
who  had  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  It  vras  a 
voluntary  act  in  the  holder  to  iVind  his  debt  at 
about  four  per  cent.,  and  it  appears  there  is  a  con- 
siderable saving  lo  Government  out  of  the  earn- 
ing of  the  officer  and  soldier,  and  which  may 
fairly  and  honorably  be  granted  to  them.  1  mean 
to  reach  this.  Those  who  concur  with  me  in 
sentiment,  ought  to  be  against  the  amendment 
now  nnder  consideration,  and  assist  to  alter  the 
motion  so  as  to  embrace  the  objects  we  have  in 

The  Committee  rose  without  coming  to  any 


WEnKEBBAT,  Janoary  16. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  memorials  of  the 
late  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  lines  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  and  Maryland;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  again  had  the  said  memorials  un- 
der consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolution  there- 
upon ;  which  being  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

"Retohtd,  That  it  is  the  i^ibiion  of  this  CommittM 
that  t)M  prayer  of  the  ntemorial*  of  the  t^csM  and 
soldiers  of  sevenl  of  the  Unas  sf  the  late  Army  of  the 
United  SutM,  oof^t  not  to  b«  granted." 

The  question  vras  taken,  that  the  House  do 
afree  to  the  said  resolution,  and  it  waa  resolved  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  43,  nays  10,  as  follows  r 

YiiB^-Fwhw  Ames,  Robert  Bsmwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Ellas  Bondinot,  Sbeanuhab  Bourne,  Beojaniin 
Boame,  Abrahsm  Clark,  William  Ftndley,  Thomas 
Fitisimons,  NichoUs  Oilman,  Benjamin  Ooodhoe, 
James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Willism  Bany  Ordve, 
Daniel  Heiater,  James  Hillhotue,  Innel  Jacoba,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  KitcheO,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  John  Lsu- 
tance,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  George 
Leonard,  Bamael  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Andrew 
Moore,  Fredwiofc  Angmtna  Mnhlenbe^,  Alexander  D. 
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Orr,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Polrn  Sjlreiter,  Jeremiali 
Smith,  Willimm  Smilh,  John  Steele,  Samud  Steiretl, 
Jonalhan  Stnrge*,  Thomu  Sumpter,  George  Thatcher, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Veoable,  Jeremish 
Wadeworth,  Ale jander  WbiW,  and  Hugh  Willianiaon. 
Naib. — John  Baptiit  Ashe,  Abraham  Batdvrin,  El- 
bridgB  Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  Cbri«lopher  "Greenup, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Jimea  Madiwm,  John  Francit  Mer- 
cer, John  Page,  and  Thomas  Trednell. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gbove  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  the  14th  of  November  last,  to 
take  into  consideration  thai  part  of  the  Fbebi- 
dent's  Speech  which  relates  to  the  transmission 
of  newspapeia,  and  report  whether  any,  and  what, 
alterations  may  be  necessary  in  the  act  rasscd 
last  session,  for  the  regulation  of  the  Post  Office, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Steele,  excused  from  serving 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  MiBcEH  be  added  to  the 
coioxnittee  to  whom  waa  recommitted  the  report 
<A  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the'  failure  of  the  expedition  under  Ma- 
jor General  St.  Clair. 

TatinenAT,  January  17. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  determining  the 
Northern  boundary  of  the  territory  ceded  to  the 
United  Stales  by  the  Stale  of  North  Carolina ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  tne  third  time  10- 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force. 
for  a  limited  lime,  and  to  amend  the  act,  entitlea 
"An  act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations :" 

INDIAN  TRADE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dian tribes,  which  lay  on  the  table, — when 

Mr.  Maoison's  amendment  came  up  for  con- 
sideration, viz :  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section, 
which  provided  that  no  sale  of  luid  made  by 
any  tribe  of  Indians  shall  be  valid  to  any  person 
or  Stale,  whether  sttch  State  may  have  the  right 
of  pre-emption  or  not,  unless  the  same  be  made 
and  executed  at  some  public  treaty  held  for  that 
purpose,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States: 
Ana  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  a  new  section,  declar- 
ing that  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  acquiring 
any  title  to  any  lands  beyond  the  Indian  bounda- 
ries, and.  within  those  of  the  United  States,  by 
purchase,  gift,  or  otherwise,  from  the  Indians 
claiming  the  same ;  and  that  it  shall  be  a  misde- 
meanor in  any  person,  punishable  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment,  at  the  discretion  of  a  jury,  to  obtain, 
accept,  or  treat,  for  any  title  lo  such  lands.  Ana 
when  any  Indiaos  shall  desire,  of  their  own 


cord,  to  sell  any  part  of  their  lands,  and  it  shall  be 
deemed  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  thst 
a  purchase  shall  be  made,  the  same  shall  be  dotoa 
no  otherwise  than  by  a  treaty  to  be  entered  into 
pursuant  to  the  Constitution;  the  lands  so  pur- 
chased to  enure  to  the  use  of  whoever  may  have 
the  right  of  pre-emption  thereto,  and  who  shall 
pay  the  price  thereof. 

Mr.  Madison  observed,  that  misunderstaa dings, 
quarrels,  and  wars  with  the  Indians,  had  origt- 
nated  from  'he  circumstance  of  persons  having 
obtained,  through  fraud,  or  other  improper  loeftiu, 
possession  of  lands  belonging  to  the  Indiani.  This 
consideration  rendered  it  highly  important  that 
this  whole  business  should  be  under  the  absolute 
and  sole  direction  of  the  public  authority,  in  or- 
der to  guard  effectually  against  the  fatal  conae- 
quences  which  may  result  to  the  public  by  being 
precipitated  into  a  war,  throush  the  arts  of  tu- 
princi^ed  persons,  who,  while  the  public  are  made 
'  1  great  calamities,  of^en  find  meaiui  to 
themselves  from  bearing  their  proponkn 

Its  inconveniences  and  expenses. 

Mr.  LivcHMORE  moved,  that  the  words  "at  the 
discretion  of  a  jury ;"  "  and  it  shall  be  be  deemed 
for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  that  a  pur- 
chase shall  be  made,"  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  B&HNWELL  objected  to  the  amendment.  He 
thought  the  original  section  as  comprehensiTe  as 
the  other ;  that  it  was  belter  worded,  and  liable 
to  fewer  exceptions;  for  though  the  latter  is  longer, 
yet,  sales  made  pursuant  to  treaties  held  under  «■ 
authority  not  expressly  pointed  out,  would  be  lia- 
ble tocavil  and  revision  ;  and  the  persons  holding 
a  treaty  for  the  purpose  of  making  purchaaes,  are 
exposed  to  a  penalty. 

Mr.  Giles  preferred  the  substitute,  because  it 
provided  a  penalty  for  improper  purchases. 

Mr.  FiTZBiwoNS  proposed  to  retain  the  original 
section,  and  to  amend  it,  by  inserting  aOer  the 
word  sale,  or  gift;"  and  to  add  the  penalty  coD' 
tained  in  the  suDstitate. 

The  original  section  was  struck  out,  and  the 
new  section  was  amended  as  proposed ;  and  the 
bill  and  amendment  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

FsiDAT,  January  18. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  li- 
mited time,  and  lo  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  determining  the  Northern 
boundary  of  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  vras  read 


the  third  time,  and  passed. 

■gulat 
with  the  Indian  tribes  was  read  the  third 


engrossei 


d  bill  to  regulate   trade  and  i 


time,  and  passed. 

JOHN  TUCKEB. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  at 
the  Whole  Hoiue  on  the  bill  lo  compensate  John 
Tucker. 

Mr.  Sbdswick  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  fire 
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hundred  and  nine  dollars.  Mr.  Tucker's  petition 
staled  that  his  actual  expenses  in  attending  on  the 
Court  fiye  diGTereot  times  amounted  to  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  that  he  paid  nine  dollars  for  a 
aeal  for  ihc  Circuit  Court  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  motion  was  opposed.  It  was  said  that  it 
would  establish  a  dangerous  precedent  for  the  Oo- 
Tcrnment  to  paj'  the  voluntaj-y  expenses  of  an  ap- 
plicanl  for  an  appointment  under  the  United 
States ;  and  that  in  the  present  case  the  acltial 
services  only  ought  to  be  compensateJ  according 
'a  the  provision  made  by  a  subsequent  law.  In 
>ly  it  was  said,  that  ii  wels  taken  for  granted 
'.  Tucker  had  applied  for  the  appointment,  but 
uo  evidence  of  this  is  adduced ;  several  circum- 
stances -were  mentioned  to  show  thai  the  contrary 
was  the  fact,  and  that  he  was  called  to  discharge 
the  duties  oi  the  office.  The  question  is,  whether 
he  outfht  not  to  have  his  necessary  expenses,  in- 
cttrred  in  attending  the  courts  reimbursed? 

The  motion  for  five  hundred  and  nine  dollars 
was  superceded  by  a  motion  for  three  hundred 
and  nine '  dollars,  which  whs  agreed  to.  The 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with  this 
amendment;  which  was  adopted  bv  the  House, 
aud  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading'. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 
"  Tbkt  a  conunittee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
nuke  provision  of  half-pay  fin  sereD  yean,  to  Iha  wi- 
dow* and  orphans  at  auch  officers  of  th«  Army  of  the 
United  States  ■■  have  been  killed  in  the  service,  aace 
the  third  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  ODi  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  htmdrcd  and  eigh^-bur,  or  who  mny 
bereafter  be  killed  in  the  aerrice  of  the  United  Stalob'' 
Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Wednesday  next 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Joaeph  Hen- 
derson ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chaiiman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  directed 
him  to  repOTC  to  the  House  their  disagreement  to 
the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port ;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  House  do 
a^ree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their 
disagreement  to  the  same,  it  passed  in  the  nega- 

And  then  the  spid  report  being  amended  at  the 
Clerk's  table  to  rfead  as  follows : 

"Raohai,  That  then  be  allowed  to  JoaajA  Hender- 
son a  yearly  salary  of  one  hundred  doQua,  for  hii  ler- 
vieu  u  Pi.ynuuter  to  the  Na*y  Board  for  the  Eaatem 
Department,  fbom  the  tenth  day  of  Augnit,  one  thou- 
taai  seven  hundred  and  seven^-eighl,  to  the  tenth 
day  of  Angruit,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sighty- 
twe,  being  four  yeaia ;  and  that  the  afficen  of  the  Trea- 
nry  be  aulhoriied  to  pen  the  mate  to  hii  credit,  and 
to  settle  liis  account  accordingly :" 
It  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 


Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bilb  be  bmught  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Ames, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  and  Mr.  Clari,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,"  in 
which  tney  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Monday,  January  21. 


Mr.  WiLLiAMSOH,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  in- 
firm seamen ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
resecting  fugitives  from  justice^  and  persons  es- 
caping from  the  service  of  their  masters,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

BALANCES  DUE  CERTAIN  8TATEB. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMOHs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  toauthorize  a  Loan  in 
the  certificates  or  notes  of  such  States  as  shall 
have  balances  due  to  them  upon  a  final  settlement 
of  accounts  with  the  United  States,  reported  an 
amendatory  bill ;  which  was  received,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  <n 
the  Whole  House  immediately. 

The  House,  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee ;  when 

Mr.  Giles  moved  that  the  proviso  in  the  second 
section  of  the  bill  should  be  struck  out,  respecting 
the  assent  of  the  individual  States  to  the  new 


founded ;  and,  adverting  to  the  provision  contained 
in  the  Funding  Law  respecting  these  balances,  he 
observed,  that  the  bill  now  reported  interfered 
with  the  disposition  of  the  balances,  whereas  that 
law  has  vested  the  disposition  of  them  exclusively 
in  the  several  States. 

Mr.  PiTzsiNONS  said,  that  there  was'a  variation 
in  the  proviso  in  the  biU,  from  that  In  the  original 
resolution^  which  had  accidentally  taken  place. 
He  said,  that  the  variation  was  certainly  not  in 
order,  and  he  therefore  moved  that  the  provisD  in 
the  bill  should  be  amended  so  as  to  ccmform  to  the 
resolmions. 

Mr.  Sedqwick  remarked,  that  the  gentleman 
last  speaking  was  undoubtedly  right  in  respect  to 
the  point  of  order,  but  he  did  not  draw  the  same 
conclusion.  The  proviso  in  the  bill  may  vary 
from  that  in  the  resolutions ;  bat  if  it  more  com- 
pletely comports  with  the  ideas  of  a  majority  of 
the  Committee,  he  saw  no  good  reason  for  not 
adopting  it.  He  added  some  obaervationa  on  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Giles,  which  he  considered  as 
making  it  a  question,  whether  the  Gkivemment 
should  literally  comply  with  its  engagements  or 
not  ?    This,  he  hoped,  would  never  he  made  a  sub- 
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f'  ct  of  debate  in  the  Xiegislatture  of  the  United 
tates. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONB  said,  he  hoped  the  ameDdmeni 
which  he  suggested,  would  take  place. 
'  Hi.  Clark  observed,  that  he  thought  the  bill 
was  altogether  wrong ;  be  moved,  therefore,  that 
it  should  be  recommitted.  Mr.  C.  entered  into  a 
general  consideration  of  (he  subject. 

Mi.  Lauiiancg  was  in  favor  of  the  Committee's 
rising.  He  cited  an  instance  in  point,  which  oc- 
cuiied  the  last  session.  A  select  committee  on  the 
census  had  exceeded  the  limits  of  the  principles 
agreed  to  in  the  Committee  of  die  Whole )  the 
t^  they  reported  was  accordingly  lecommitted  ; 
the  Home  woold  not  then  consent  to  altering  the 
bill  in  the  House,  as  it  would  sancticm  a  deTiati<»i 
from  established  principles. 

Mi.  Mubba*  WW  opposed  to  the  Committee's, 
lising;  he  saw  no  occasion  for  it;  the  variation 
is  merely  verbal,  and  can  be  easily  corrected. 

The  qQestion  for  the  Committee's  rising  was 
put,  and  agreed  to.  They  accordingly  iwe,  and 
lepoited  piogiess.  On  motion,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  discharged.  The  bill  was  then 
lecommitted  to  the  select  committee  which  re- 
ported it.  The  requisite  alteration  being  made, 
the  bill,  as  amended,  was  reported  to  the  House 
twice  read,  and  lefeired  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Committee  proceeded  in  the  discussion  of 
thebiU. 

Mr.  Mbbcbh,  after  Btatine  that  various  unfiiend- 
ly  remarks  were  made  on  the  Government,  and  on 
particular  members,  in  consequence  of  the  former 
assumption,  and  informing  the  Com 
there  was  a  large  sum  of  the  paper 
particular  State  in  this  town,  which  was  selling  f 
ten  shillings  in  the  pound,  observed  that  this  hill 
would  appreciate  the  value  of  that  paper  perhaps 
to  20s.  in  the  pound.  In  order,  therefore,  to  give 
the  fullest  information  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  to  prevent  those  at  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred miles  distance  from  being  defrauded,  he 
moved  an  amendment,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
prevent  certificates  which  have  been  transferred 
fwithin  a  certain  period  from  being  subKribed  to 
[the  loan. 

Mr.  FiTZBiMONB  aaid,as  be  bad  brought  forward 
the  resolutions  on  which  the  bill  was  founded,  he 
thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  notice  the  observa- 
tions advanced  by  the  gentleman  in  support  of  his 
motion.  He  remarked,  that  with  respect  to  the 
general  sentiment  of  the  people,  perhaps  he  knew 
as  little  about  it  as  others ;  but  this  be  knew,  that 
if  imfavorable  impressions  bad  not  been  made,  it 
was  not  because  attempts  had  been  wantiitg  for 
that  purpose  on  the  part  of  individuals  within  Uiese 
walls.  With  respect  to  himself  he  fell  no  solici- 
tude; but  if  any  member  of  this  House  knew  of 
any  facts  of  the  kind  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman, 
let  the  perscHi  who  knows  of  such  things  boldly 


elling  at 


come  forward  and  charge  openly  the  guiTty ;  v 
— ---•  'o  Uie  present  motion^  ne  would  hevt 


respect 

objectitsis  to  it^  provided  it  di^  not  mienere  witn 
theeeneial  provisions  of  the  Inll. 
Mr.  BoDRHB  sttid,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  the 


motion,  provided  it  was  practicable;  bat  he  did 

not  see  how  it  could  be  carried  into  execution. 

Mr.  Williamson  supported  the  motion.  He 
said  it  met  his  approbation  so  far  as  it  would  con- 
duce to  protecting  the  original  holders  of  the  State 
debts  from  such  speculations  as  they  suffered  at 
the  time  of  the  former  assumption. 

Mr.  Seuqwick  lemaiked  on  the  rapid  rise  of  the 
value  of  the  paper,  in  consequence  of  the  former 
assumption,  and  said,  that, considering  what  humaa 
nature  was  constituted  of,  the  speculations  alluded 
to,  and  which  he  had  lamented  as  much  as  my 
man  whatever,  were  to  have  been  expected.  He 
then  adverted  particularly  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Mercer,  in  which  he  had  said  he  had  his  suspi^ 
cions  even  of  the  members  of  the  House,  Sir. 
Seoq WICK  said,  the  earsof  members  had  been  often 
assailed  by  insmuations  and  suspicions  of  the  baae 
conduct  of  individuals  in  this  House,  as  speculat- 
ing in  their  own  measures.  If,  said  Mr.  Sedo- 
wioK,  there  is  so  base  and  infamous  a  character 
within  these  walls ;  if  there  Is  one  member  of  this 
House  who  has  been  guilty  of  this  abominable 
conduct,  of  plundering  his  constituents  of  theit 
property,  in  the  manner  represented,  let  his  name 
be  mentioned,  let  the  man  be  pointed  out.  From 
the  part  he  had  taken  in  this  matter  from  the  be- 
ginning, and  from  the  suggestions  which  had  been 
circulated,  he  had  some  reason  to  suppose  it  misht 
be  intended  to  implicate  him  in  the  charge.  He 
could  nothelpfeeunghimself  called  upon  to  notice 
such  indiscriminate  insinuations,  such  attempts  to 
affixastigma  on  particular  characters;  men  whose 
reputation  is  their  dearest  possession.  Mr.  Sedo- 
w(CK  then  offered  several  objections  to  the  motion; 
he  remarked  (hat  its  tendency  would  be  to  keep 
open  the  door  of  speculation. 

Mr.  Mercer  replied  to  Mr.  Sedowice;  he  ob- 
served, that  his  remarks  were  directed  to  humuk 
nature  at  large;  he  considered  it  as  a  point  not  to 
be  controverted  that  temptation,  in  proportion  to 
its  extensive  and  flattering  prospects,  would  always 
have  im  influence;  for  nimsdf,  he  could  never 
wish  to  have  his  own  honor  and  integrity  pnt  to 
the  test  He  subscribed  to  the  sentiments  m  Mr. 
Sedgwice,  respecting  the  sacred  nature  of  repatn- 
tion,  ajid  repeated  the  lines  from  Shakspeare: 
"  He  that  lobi  me  of  mj  good  name,"  &c 

Mr.  Wbitb  said  he  disapproved  of  the  principle 
on  which  the  amendment  was  brought  forward. 
He  believed  the  aspersions  on  the  members  of 
Congress  were  totally  unfounded.  He  did  not 
doubt  but  speculations  had  been  carried  on  to  a 
very  great  extent,  during  the  dependence  of  the 
Funding  Act;  but  this  could  not  be  avoided; 
men  would  venture  aceording  to  their  opinicm  of  the 
final  event  of  the  measare,  and  prices  would  conae- 
quently  flactuate.  When  the  proposition  few  dis- 
crimination was  brought  forward,  the  price  of 
paper  fell ;  when  it  was  rejected  the  price  rose 
again.  It  was  probably  the  same  with  regard  to 
the  State  Debts,  in  the  various  stages  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  surely  no  suspicion  of  improper  conduct 
could  fall  on  those  who  voted  uniformly  either  for 
or  against  the  measure.  Indeed  the  above  hai 
generally  fallen  on  those  who  opposed  the  assnmp- 
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tion  in  the  extent  fiist  proposed,  and  roted  For  it 
as  fiaallr  modified.  These  were  but  fire  in  nam- 
ber;  they  were  eanly  known;  three  yet  retain 
their  seats,  two  aie  of  the  same  State  with  the 
gentleman  who  offered  the  amendment,  and  are 
not  now  members  of  the  House ;  thai  he  was  of 
the  number,  and  he  was  confident  that  no  man 
applying:  the  charge  of  speculation  to  himself  or  to 
any  one  of  those  who  voted  with  him,  would  be- 
lieve there  was  the  shadow  of  truth  in  itj  but  he 
irould  attend  to  (he  diRussion ;  and,  however  he 
might  dislike  the  reason  assigned  for  offering  the 
amentlment,  if  he  found  any  good  likely  to  arise 
from  it,  would  give  it  his  rote. 

Mr.  Mebobr'b  remarks  brought  out  several  other 
members,  who,  severally  adverting  to  the  eireom- 
slsBces  attending  the  passing  the  Funding  Act, 
showed  that  though  they  hod  voted  for  the  system, 
that  they  were  not  influenced  by  personal  consi- 
derations. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Mebcbr  vras  repeatedly 
modified  and  altered,  and  then  iWther  deoated, 

Mr.  BAHawBLL  said,  he  disapproved  of  the  mo- 
tion ;  it  aweared  Co  be  a  very  extraordinary  mea- 
sure indeed ;  the  ostensible  motive  is  to  prevent 
apeculation,  but  it  will  have  directly  the  contrary 
eObet.  Theway,in  hisopinion,  to^event  specu- 
latioD,  was  to  appreciate  tke  value  of  the  certificates 
in  the  lundi  of  the  holders;  but  what  will  be  the 
effect  of  this  measure?  il  will  lessen  the  value  of 


r  from  transferring  the  property.  This 
udered  as  a  retrospective  measure,  and  that  the 
Qovernment  had  no  right  to  abridge  the  right  of 
transferring;  it  is  a  quality  of  the  property,  and 
cannot  be  taken  away  by  any  subsequent  law.  He 
considered  the  measure  ascomtteiaeting  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill  ^together,  the  deiigit  of  which 
is  to  give  a  value  to  the  paper  in  the  hands  of  the 
owners.  In  every  view  of  the  proposition  he  was 
opposed  to  it ;  and  though  il  appears  designed  to 
benefit  the  distant  credatora,  yet  he  felt  so  fnlly 
persuaded  that  it  would  operate  to  the  disadvantage 
of  his  constituents,  that  he  should  tmder  every 
modification  vtue  aminst  it. 

Mr.  MADiaoN  rejMted  to  Ur.  Bardwbli.;  he  ob- 
aerved,  that  the  gentleman  argued  from  proper 
principles,  if  they  nad  been  applied  to  a  different 
case.  The  present  proposition  of  providing  for 
these  balances  is  a  voluntary  business,  which  this 
Oovemment  is  under  no  obligation  to  engage  in ; 
bat  bavins  engaged  in  it,  the  measures  it  may 
ad^t  on  the  occasion,  have  no  necessary  reference 
to,  or  coooexioD  with  the  general  regnlalions  nn- 
d^  which  the  paper  now  exists ;  the  Ghtvemment 
aaay  make  just  what  arrangnnents  it  thinks  pro- 
per. The  provision  now  contemplated,  be  re- 
marked, was  however  to  be  joslified  on  its  own 
merits ;  the  uses  and  the  couseqaences  resulting 
from  it,  were  dedgoed  to  be  salutary  j  and  with 
raapect  to  perstms  remote  ftom  the  Beat  of  Qovem- 
■aent,  who  are  equally  entitled  to  protection  in 
every  sense  with  those  who  reside  theie,  they  woald 
evidently  be  benefited  by  the  regulation. 
_  Hr.  Mdirat  opposed  the  motion,  as  being  hos- 
tile to  the  puUic  tiulh,  a*  involving  an  infractiaa 


of  that  faith,  so  far  at  least  as  the  value  of  the  cer- 
tificates have  been  enhanced  in  consequence  of 
what  has  already  been  done. 

Several  other  members  spoke  on  the  occasion ; 
and  the  motion  was  at  length  negatived  by  the 
Committee. 


TDE9DAY,  January  22. 

The  Sfbaksb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  his 
Report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Wisnarl ;  which 
were  read,  ana  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  manufacturers  of  cordage, 
lines,  and  packthread,  of  Providence,  in  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  the  attention  of  Cqnffress  to  the 
said  manufacture,  by  repealing  the  drawback  of 
the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  the  reshipment  and 
exportation  of  cordage,  iwtne.  and  packthread,  of 
foreign  manufiicture;  and  allowing  a  drawback 
of  the  aforesaid  duties  on  foreigii  hem|>,  in  case  of 
its  being  manufactured  and  resoipped  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  otherwise,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress may  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr  Benjamin  Boubne,  Mr.  Goodhue,  and  Mr. 
Moore;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  WiLLitMsoif,  from  the  cotnmiitee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  to  promote  commerce  by  die 
increase  of  American  seamen;  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Henry  Emanuel 
Lutterloh,  made  on  the  8th  of  May  last ;  where- 

Reiolved,  That  the  Accounting  Officers  of  the 
Treasury  cause  the  account  of  Colonel  Henry 
Emanuel  Lutterloh,  for  his  traveling  and  passage 
expenses,  incurred  in  coming  to  Anieiica  and 
joining  the  Army  of  the  Umted  States,  in  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  being 
seven  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars,  to  be  settle^ 
and  the  amount  thereof  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Trea- 
suiy  ot  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  hills  be  brottriit  ia,  put- 
soant  to  the  said  reeolntieo,  and  that  Mr.  Qrovb, 
Mr.  ScBOONHAEEa,  and  Mr.  Bbhjamim  BoORnii, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

BALANCB8  DUE  CERTAIN  STATES, 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  author- 
ize a  Loan,  in  the  certificates  or  notes  of  such 
States  as  shall  have  balances  due  to  them  upon  ^ 
a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  United 
States : 

Mr.  Mbsceb's  proviso  was  again  under  consi- 
deration, some  objection  being  made,  Mr.  MsR- 
C£R  offered  the  proposition  in  a  new  form,  still 
preserving,  the  oiigmai  object  respecting  traos- 
£ers  or  sales  of  certiScates.  The  debate  weh  renew- 
ed on  this  motion.  The  question  beingat  l^Kth 
takoB,  the  profoaitioawaa  aog>tiv«d— ^  to  S&. 
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lo  the  loan.     Tkie  wa^  eereed  to. 

A  proviso  was  moved  by  Mr.  Wi 
[he  followioc  purport :  "  That  do  certificate  of 
any  Stale  ihnll  be  coDsidered  as  the  debts  of  the 
State  which  shall  not  be  leco^ised  as  such  by 
the  Legislature  thereof  withio  twelve  months 
after  the  same  shaU  have  been  subscribed."  With- 
out deciding  on  this,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported progress. 


Wednesday,  January  23. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  enclosing  a  re- 
turn of  the  election  of  William  Hindhan,  to 
serve  as  one  of  the  members  of  this  House,  for 
the  said  State,  in  the  room  of  Joshda  Sbney, 
who  has  resigned  his  seal ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  member,  in  his  place,  laid  before  the  House 
a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Eentacky,  enclos- 
ing a  representation  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
said  State,  respecting  an  adjustmeut  of  a  claim 
of  that  Stale  against  the  United  Slates  for  the 
exfwnse  of  certam  expeditions  against  the  ladians ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 
LOANS  AND  FINANCB8. 

Mr.  O1LE8  submitted  lo  the  consideration  of  the 
House  certain  resotations ;  after  readine  which, 
he  proceeded  to  mention  the  reasoos  which  had 
influenced  bim  in  moving  them.  The  resolutions 
are  as  follows : 

"Xaohed,  That  the  Pbiiiixmt  of  imi  Uritid 
Btatki  be  raqaeaUd  to  uom  to  be  laid,  before  thia 
House  copies  of  the  authoritiea  nndei  which  Iouib  Iikvb 
been  negotiated,  punuant  to  (be  acts  of  the  fbuith  and 
twelfth  of  Augiut,  one  thoiuand  aeven  hundred  and 
ninety,  together  with  copies  of  the  authoritiea  directing 
the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed. 

"Saolvtd,  That  the  FaiaiDiinr  or  t»  Uatm 
SriTii  b«  requested  to  eaujw  this  House  to  be  for- 
nidked  with  the  names  of  the  penoni  by  wbmn,  and  lo 
whom,  the  respective  pairments  of  the  Freach  debt  have 
been  made  in  France,  pnnnant  lo  the  act  for  that  pnr- 
poaej  (pedfyingthe  dates  of  the  reapective  drafts  upon 
the  ComimanonQra  in  Holland,  and  the  datesof  the  re- 
spective peiyments  of  the  debt.  A  aimilar  statement ' 
requested  respecting  the  debts  to  Spain  and  Holland. 

"  Raolttd,  That  the  Seerotaiy  of  the  Tre«*Dl7  be 
diTect«d  lo  lay  before  this  Home  an  account  exhibiting, 
balf-monlhlj,  the  balance*  between  lh«  United  Stales 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  indnding  the  se^  ~ 
ral  Branch  Banks,  &om  the  commencement  of  tht 
Inatitutions,  lo  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two. 

"  Raobxd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry  be 
directed  to  lay  befiire  this  House  an  account  of  all 
moneys  which  may  have  come  into  the  Sinking  Fund, 
from  the  commencement  of  that  InilitatiaD  lo  the  |n«- 
eent  time ;  specifinng  the  paiticDtaT  fiind  bttta  ttiitii 
Ihey  have  accrited,aDd  oihdtiling,hatf'y»sily,the  sum* 
uninvested,  and  when  deponied. 

"  Rfohci,  Tlmt  the  BaenlaiT  of  dtr  TrcMuy  ba 


directed  to  report  to  this  Hoose  the  balance  of  sD  ao- 
applied  revenues  at  the  cod  of  the  year  one  tbooamd 
seven  hundred  and  nine^-two,  speaking  whether  ■ 
money  or  bonds,  and  noting  where  the  money  is  de- 
p08it«] ;  tliat  he  also  make  r^ort  of  all  una^Jied 
moneys  which  may  have  been  obtained  by  the  seveni 
loans  authorized  by  law,  and  whrav  such  moneys  aic 
now  deposited." 

The  reaolutioas,  said  Mr.  Giles,  have  grown  oot 
of  the  embarrassments  I  have  met  with  io  attein|it- 
ing  to  comprehend  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  TTeasury,made  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  this 
House  of  the  2Ttfa  of  December,  1792,  exhibilii^ 
sundry  statements  respecting  foreign  loans.  These 
embarrassments  have  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
attention  which  I  have  bestowed  on  the  satriecl; 
and  a  number  of  official  papers  to  whtofa  I  have 
had  reference  for  information,  instead  of  elaeidat- 
ratber  to  obscure  the  inquiry.    To  ob- 


mediate  applicability  of  this  information  to  a  bill 
now  lying  upon  your  table,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
imbursing the  loan  of  |2,0O0,OOO  made  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stales,  by  opening  a  new  loan  for 
tl^at  sum  abroad,  and  by  changing  the  applicabon 
of  the  like  sum  already  borrowed  and  appropriated 
to  the  discbarge  of  the  debt  to  France  from  ili 
original  destination  to  the  immediate  discharge  of 
the  ddbt  to  the  Bank. 

The  first  resolution  has  arisen  irom  that  part  of 
the  printed  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury which  exhibits  the  temu  apon  which  rarioos 
loans  have  been  made  abroad,  but  neither  preaenti 
the  precise  authorities  under  which  those  negotia- 
tioDs  have  been  made,  nor  the  precise  atDount  of 
the  sums  borrowed  for  the  separate  and  distiacl 
objects  of  the  two  acts  mentioned  in  the  reaotn- 

Another  reason  baa  more  stron^y  suggested  the 
propriety  of  catling  for  the  infomuition  requested 
by  this  resolution.  The  bill  now  upon  your  table, 
which  has  been  Iwfore  alluded  lo.  contemplates  the 
whole  of  the  moneys  borrowed  from  abroad,  and 
now  on  hand,  as  being  oriffinatly  appraprialed  to 
the  discharge  of  the  FreDch  debt,  and  proposes  to 
change  the  original  destination  of  these  identical 
moneys ;  and  the  reason  assigned  for  this  mea- 
sure has  been  the  unsettled  slate  of  a^in  in 
France. 

In  the  printed  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  he  remarks  that  the  same  moneys  ar« 
applieaUe  lo  the  Sinking  Fund.  It  appear* 
strange,  that  after  express  and  distinct  appropria- 


called  for  may  possibly  ex]dain  this  seeming  con- 
tradiction. 

The  second  resdntion  has  arisen  from  that  part 
of  the  printed  Report  marked  B,  and  which  ex- 
hibits the  payments  made  to  F^nce,  Imt  does  not 
furnish  the  names  of  the  persons  engaged  in  those 
negotiations,  nor  does  it  prefeni  to  view  the  length 
of  time  those  persons  have  been  possessed  of  ue 
public  moneys,  by  stating  the  dates  of  the  re- 
spective drafts  in  Holland,  and  the  date*  ^  the 


837 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Jandart,  1793.] 


Loana  and  Pkumce*. 


[:H.opR 


actual  application  of  the  moneTs  to  the  discharge 
of  the  debt ;  and  it  is  evideat  tnat  fiom  the  timea 
the  loans  are  respectively  created,  to  the  times  of 
the  actual  a^ilication  oi  the  moneys  borrowed, 
the  Uaited  States  are  paying  the  usual  interest 
upon  the  debt  iutended  to  be  redeemed,  and  the 
stipulated  iutereat  upon  the  moneys  borrowed  for 
the  redemption.  This  remark  is  equally  applica- 
ble to  the  payments  of  other  forei^  debts  wilh 
the  fMyments  of  the  debt  to  France. 

The  third  resolution  has  arisen  from  ealcula- 
tions  drawn  partly  from  the  last  rage  of  the 
printed  report,  and  from  the  ori^nal  Bank  book  of 
the  United  States,  from  which  tt  appears  that  the 
balances  iu  Bank  in  favor  of  the  United  States 
were  as  follows : 
In  Bank,  Philadelphia,  30th  May, 

1792,  and  16th  June,  same  y«r, 

iu  braacfa  banks  -  -      $676,952  55 

1792,Juue30th,in  all  banks  in  the 

United  Stales      -  -         555,371  23 

July  28th  and  31st,  in  alt 

banks  m  the  United  States         511,423  91 


upon  thereceiptof  such  bills,  although  the  moneys 
may  not  actually  be  in  Bank  for  some  time  after 
the  credit  is  entered,  and  hence  it  is  inferred  that 
the  Bank-book  does  not  conclusively  show  the  teal 
sum  in  Bank,  not  to  mention  that  such  bills  answer 
all  the  purposes  of  cash,  and  ought  therefore  tube 
credited  upon  the  receipt  of  ihem.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked that  there  is  a  regular  and  coutihuai  in- 
flux of  moneys  into  the  Bank  b)^  the  operation  of 
these  bills.  U  is  not  very  material  whether  a  hill 
lodged  in  Bank  to-day,  should  be  paid  to-day,  pro- 
Tided  something  like  the  same  sum  should  be  paid 
in  consequence  of  a  bill  lodged  in  Bank  one  or  two 
months  ago,  and  the  bill  of  to-day  should  be  paid 
or  two  months  hence.  The  following  state- 
itwill,in  some  measure,  explain  this  idea,byex- 
hibiting  half-monthly  the  balances  of  public  monev 
in  all  the  bauks,  about  the  middle  and  end  of  eacf) 
month,  beginning  with  May,  1792,  and  ending 
December  of  the  same  year : 


States       -  -  •         740,903  87 

0&  the  Ist  of  June,  a  loan  was  negotiated  with 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  for  $100,000,  at  5  per  cent,  per  an- 
num.  On  the  1st  of  July,  another  loan  was  made 
upon  the  same  terms  for  the  like  sum.  On  the 
1st  of  August,  another  loan  was  made  upon  the 
same  term^  for  the  like  sum.  On  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, another  loan  was  made  upon  the  same 
terms  for  the  like  sum.  It  appears  from  the  last 
page  of  the  printed  Report,  that  there  had  been 
drawn  into  America,  from  the  15tb  of  December, 
1790,  to  the  27th  of  January.  1792,  of  the  moneys 
borrowed  abroad,  the  sum  of  2,663,631  florins,  2 
stivers,  and  6  denieis.  If  this  sum  were  u 
pendeo,  and  lodged  in  the  bank  at  the  tim 
mnking  these  loans,  (and  Congress  hare  never  yet 
been  informed  of  any  deficiency  of  revenue,)  the 
United  Stales  will,  of  consequence,  have  paid  upon 
the  moneys  borrowed  from  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  from  15  to  17  per  cent,  per  annum,  tc 
wit :  they  wilt  have  paid  5  per  cent,  upon  the  orj- 
giual  debt  to  France,  5  per  cent,  upon  the  monef! 
borrowed  for  its  redemption,  exclusive  of  douceurs 
and  other  charges,  and  5  jper  cent,  upon  the  sum 
borrowed  of  the  tnnk,  which  may  be  deemed  part 
of  this  deposite  made  in  the  Bank  by  the  United 
States.  But,  discarding  these  inferences,  it  n 
at  least  be  admitted  that  the  United  States 
liaying  5  per  cent,  for  the  loan  ol  moneys  from 
the  Bank,  when  a  sum  larger  than  the  loan  itself^ 
is  actually  deposited  in  Bank.  It  is  here  to  be  re- 
marked, that  a  balance  of  cash  is  admitted,  by  the 
Treasurer's  return,  to  have  been  in  his  bauds 
on  the  31st  of  December,  1790,  amounting  to 
$973,342  43,  and  in  July  30,  1791,  the  sum  of 
$583,189  54. 

I  am  informed  tlial  bills  are  often  drawn  in  fa- 
vor of  the  Bank  for  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the 
revenue  officers  in  distant  parts  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  credit  is  entered  in  the  Bank  book 


May 

-       $340,322  11 

May 

332,116  35 

June 

776,107  65 

June 

523,272  23 

July 

«1,637  13 

July 

521,436  91 

August      - 

743,470  19 

August      - 
September 

740,903  08 
695,302  33 

September 

367.961  25 

October     - 

466:895  62 

3ctober      - 

473,388  99 

Sovember 

681,250  09 

November 

811,212  51 

December  15 

-      1.020,824  73 

December  22,  and 

January 

6- 

last  returns        - 

790,642  11 

The  fourth  resol 

tion  has 

irisen  from  Aat  part 

of  the  printed  Report  which  remarks  that  the  re- 
ridue  of  the  turn  drawn  from  Holland,  amounting 
to  $1,668  186  27  i*  apfiicabU  to  the  purchate  af 
the  public  debt.  It  is  known  that  the  sum  of 
$1,374,656  40jbeing  the  sarplusof  the  revenue  up 
to  the  end  of  December,  1790,  was  originally  ap- 
propriated to  the  Sinking  Fund ;  that  toe  surplus 
of  other  appropriations  have  been  applied  to  this 
fund,  and  that  the  interest  of  the  debt  purchased 
has  also  been  wholly  appropriated  to  its  increase. 
It  is  also  known  that  between  $1,100,000  and 
$1,300,000,  and  no  more,  of  the  original  appropria- 
tion, have  been  really  invested  in  the  purchase  of 
the  debt ;  it  is,  therefore,  somewhat  unaccounta- 
ble that  so  large  a  mm  as  $1,668,188  should  be 
drawn  from  the  loans  abroad,  when  the  Sinking 
Fund  has  always  overflowed  from  domestic  re- 
sources, and  when  the  probability  of  purchasing 
is  extremely  lessened  by  the  rise  in  Ine  price  of 
paper  and  tne  limitations  of  the  last  actof  Con- 
gress upon  that  subject.  It  would  not  be  deemed 
an  economical  arrangement  to  make  a  loan  of  so 
large  a  sum  of  money  upon  terms  by  no  means 
honorable  or  advantageous,  and  appropriate  it  to 
the  purchase  of  the  debt  under  limitations  which 
wodd  forbid  its  investiture.  The  information 
celled  for  in  this  lesolntiou  may  possiUy  explain 
these  difficulties. 
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The  fifth  and  last  resolution  haa  atisen  from 
that  part  of  the  printed  Report  (page  5)  which 
states  the  whole  soma  drawn  from  Holland  lo 
amount  to  (2,304,769  13 ;  but  neither  immedi- 
ately preseats  lo  view  the  balance  on  band,  nor 
informs  where  that  balance  i»  depoailed.  It  ap- 
pears by  the  Bank-book,  that  the  whole  deposite  of 
the  United  States  in  Bank  at  this  time,  from  all 
resources, srooimts to  $790,642  11.  Hence,itwill 
appear  from  a  statement  partly  eonjeciut&l,  and 
partly  founded  upon  the  statements  in  the  printed 
ed  Report,  and  some  official  documents,  that 
«1,554,851  43  remain  unaccounted  for,  as  will 
appear  from  the  following  account: 

Sunt  which  ought  to  be  in  the  Trtaaury. 
Whole  moneys  drawn  from  Hoi' 

land,  as  stated  in  the  printed 

Report,  page  5  -  -  -  $2,304,769 

Deduct  paid  for  St.  Domingo,  as 

stated  in  printed  Report,  page  S  455^63 

Leaves  a  batauce  of 
Deduct  to  foreign  officers,  if  paid 


1,859,506 


Leares  a  balance  of       -  1,668,190 

Add   surplus  of  Sinking  Fund, 

conjectural        -  •  -  400,000 

Add  surplus  of  revenue  of  1798, 

reported  at        -  -  -  277,385 


Whole  amount  -  -  2,345,495 

Sums  not  taken  into  this  estimate :  First.  Any 
moneys  not  paid  of  the  $191,316,  due  to  foreign 
officers.  Second.  So  much  moneys  in  Bank  as 
arose  from  the  revenues.  Third.  The  receipts  of 
the  current  year. 

From  this  aggregate  sum  of       -  $2,345,495 

Deduct  in  Bank    -  -  -  790,648 


Balance  not  accounted  for  1,554,853 


In  this  last  estimate,  cents  have  not  been  taken 
into  calculation,  which  makes  an  inconsiderable 

Another  circumstance  appears  somewhat 
gular:  in  the  printed  Repor^  2,986.000  florins  are 
stated  to  have  been  drawn  from  Holland  in  the 
year  1792.  In  the  Bank-book,  it  appears  from  the 
list  of  bills  drawn,  that  8,695^237  florins  were 
drawn  for  in  the  same  time.  This  difference,  I 
presume,  may  admit  of  explanation  probably  from 
the  manner  of  negotiating  this  matter,  or  from 
some  casual  mistake.  It  deserves,  however,  to  be 
explained. 

It  appears  from  another  statement,  made  up 
the  1st  of  April,  1793,  that  there  ouj^t  to  be  at 
that  time  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury to  reimburse  the  loan  of  2,000,000  dollars  ta 
the  Bank,  and  to  answer  all  the  other  purposes  of 
Government. 

TVeaswry,  Dr. 

April  1, 1793.  Balance  of  foreign 

loans     -  -  -  -    $1,668,188  87 


400,000  00 


Bonds  i^yable 
Bonds  payable 
Bonds  payable 
Bonds  payable 
Surplus  of  the 
All  the 


December,  1792 
January,  1793  - 
February 
Marrii  - 

of  1792    - 
the  current 


year,  estimated  at 
These  sums  make  the  si 


460,136  00 
129,33B  00 
87,057  00 
202,447  00 
277,306  27 

1,000,000  00 


aof     4,224,389  54 


TVetMMry, 

Debt  lo  Bank,  if  paid 

One  quarter's  interest,  to  April, 
1793 

Bonds  payable  in  December,  if  ap- 
plied to  the  last  quarter's  interest 

One  quarter's  expenses  of  Army 
ana  Qoremment,  estimated  at  - 

Deduct  this  sum  from 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  Treasu- 
ry^ if  the  debt  of  die  Bank  ba 


Cr. 
$3,000,000  00 

700,000  00 

460,136  00 

400,000  00 


664,363  M 


The  papers  from  which  I  have  collected  these 
statements  may  be  deceptive  in  themselvra,  or 
may  be  subject  to  explanations  from  others.  Can- 
dor, however,  induces  me  to  acknowledge  that 
impressions  resulting  from  my  inquiries  into  this 
subject,  have  been  made  upon  my  mind,  by  no 
means  favorpble  to  the  arrangements  made  by  the 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. But  I  shall  keep  myself  open  to  convic- 
tion, in  case  of  any  sufficient  explanation  which 
may  be  hereafter  given,  and  I  now  avow  that  my 
acknowledgment  of  mistake  shall  be  at  least  com- 
mensurate to  any  conviction  produced. 

I  cannot  help  remarking,  before  I  sit  down,that\ 
we  have  been  legislating  for  some  years  without 
competent  official  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  or  reveiluesi  in  the  course  of  which 
time,  we  have  been  engaged  in  the  most  aa^n-j/ 
ant  fiscal  arrangements;  that  we  have  authorized 
a  loan  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  more 
than  $500,000,  when  probably  a  greater  sum  of 
public  money  was  deposited  in  the  Bank  ;  that  we 
have  passed  a  vote  this  session,  authorizing  a 
further  loan  for  $800,000j  and  that  we  were 
upon  the  point  of  authorizing  a  loan  abroad  for 
$2,000,000,  without  knowing  the  extent  of  the  au- 
thorities at  present  existing  for  borrowing,  the 
amount  of  monevs  on  hand  in  consequence  of 
loans  already  made,  or  the  application  of  the  mo- 
neys which  may  have  been  used ;  and  I  conceive 
it  IS  now  time  that  this  information  be  officially 
laid  before  this  House. 

The  said  resolutions  were  then  severally  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

BAtANCES  Dl/E  CBRTAIN  STATBa 


1  Loan  in  the  certificatai  or  notes  of  such 
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States  as  shall  have  balances  doe  to  them  tmon  a 
Goal  settlement  of  accoante  with  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Williamson's  proviso  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

Mf.  Mkcon  offered  aDother,iiilieuof  Mr.  Wil- 
uamsom's;  the  purport  ■pecifving  puticulailv 
certain  notes  of  the  State  of  Nodh  C^^ina,  which 
that  State  had  proBcribed,  and  iriikh  he  proposed 
should  be  excluded  from  tlie  loan  now  aadei'  ooS' 
sidemtioD.  The  eeniflcaWs  are  thoM  iawcd  at 
Warrenuxi,  io  1766;  oertific«e*  to  {njcfocamy- 
lilta  expadilioB  agaatt  the  Ittdiaaa  in  1388 ;  and 
CBTtificBtM  signed  PrKrecA  TVonnw. 

Ur.  Wiu>iiBtBOffwi(kdrawhi»BMtUio,  audi  hat 
moved'ltf  Mr.  liUeoH  wu  agreed  to. 

Several  other  amendments  were  moved,  bm  not 
agreed  id. 

The  Coomiuee,  bwmg  gone  ihraogh  with  the 
diaoDMMa  of  the  bill,  roae,  and  reported  it,  with' 
anitdry  amtBAnemts.  The  House  took  the  Mar 
into  consideration,  and  agieed  thereto. 

Mr.  Mercer  (hen  renewed  his  motion  forapiD- 
viso  respecline  assignments  or  trMwCeiE  of  State 
ceriifioaies.  Tbe  object  is,  t»exidu(ie^froak  tfae' 
loans  «li  certificateii  m  iraastenol  or  aMgao^ 
fromUte  &st  dnf  of  JanBaar,1793,tgil^flrat4hr 
of  June  foUowiog. 

Botat  fHitbcr  debate  toob  plaea  It  nmt  urged 
in  au^Met  of  the  Motkoi,  tUat  tln'previnoB  now 
t»  be  made  for  a  euitiwt-  d«E«ri|nloB  «f  creditors,  is 
mePelf  *  heneftt;  Jn  em fttring' which,  the  Qo- 
Temcomt  heda  right  to  annex  wtet  condttidm 
they  thoagfet  proper  -,  that  itwas  the'dnty  of  the 
Legisbtiire  to  take  measures  to  prevent  those  ai 
a  distance  ftom  the  Seat  of  Government  from  be- 
iagspecolatednpon,  to' their  great  iujuryand  loss; 
that  imputations  have  been  thrown  upon  the  niiem- 
hers  of  the  Legistatara,  in  respect  to  the  advan- 
tages taken  of  the  uninformed  on  the  first  atsump- 
tioa;  and  therefore,  as  an  opportuuily  is  now 
offered  lo  tbe  House  tv  pnrge  themseWes  of  all 
Buspicions  of  improper  naotives,  the  amendment 
ought  to  take  plaoe,  la  answer  to  t^  cii^eetioa- 
on  the  proviso's  beiag  ietfo«fM«live,  it  was  aid, 
that  it  had  relation  to  sueh  assignments  or  trans- 
fers only,  as  have  taken  flace  since,  this  act  origi- 

tn  oppMition  to  the  prov!so,  itwas  said,  that  the 
present  bill  Was  not  merely  a  hounty  or  benefit 
conferred  on  the  creditors;  rt  is  a  measnre  just, 
reasonaUe,  and  proper  in  itself;  and  on  this  prin- 
ciple only  it  is  to  be  justified.  It  'was  further 
urged,  that  the  proviso  was  nnconstitutionalj  hav- 
ing a  iDOsl  manifest  reirospeetiTe  operation,  inter- 
fering with  contracts  which  the  parties  at  the 
time  had  a  most  utuloubted  right  lo  make,  and 
thus  altering  the  value  of  their  property ;  it  'was 
reririnf  the  principle  of  discrimraation  between 
the  original  holders  aod  the  asisiguees,  a  principle 
that  had  bef  n  so  pointedly  reprobated  by  a  lai^ 
raawrity  of  the  Legislature  on  a  ftrraer  occasion. 
A  motion  was  then  made,  and  seconded,  further 
to  amend  the  said  biH,  and  debate  arising  there- 
upon, an  adjoumment  was  called  for.  and  the 
House  adjoarned. 
Sd  Coif.— SS 


TumStiAT,  January  24. 
BALANCES  DUB  CEM'AIN  8TAT18. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the' 
bill  10  authorize  a  Loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes 
of  such  States  as  shall  have  balances  due  tu  them, 
upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts  'with  (he  Uni- 
ted States;  whereupon  a  motion  was  made,  and 
the  question  being  put,  iVirther  to  amend  the  said 
bill,  by  adding,  to  tne  end  of  the  second  section, 
the  following  proviso,  to  wit : 

"  Prtnidtd,  That  no  mch  notM  or  tertifiotea  dull 
b*  sabacnbaU*  in  any  nune,  other  than  that  of  the 
ongiiud  owner,  if  Uni^,  at  if  dead,  of  his  legal  npre> 
sontatira,  and  euapt  such  u  aia,  or  aiaj  be,  tnnaMr- 
led  by  eiecDtai%  Mminiirtmlon,  or  iMgna,  ondec  «dj 
bankrupt  ad,  wJeu  wconpaoiad  with  on  affidavit,  c«i- 
tified  b;  ■  iiiB(iatrate,  diat  tbe  transfer  or  owigaaent. 
la  the  party,  in  whose  name  snd  behalf  the  subscriptiou 
Is  oSeied,  was  not  made  at  any  linie  between  the  fint 
day  orJsnuBiT  and  tha  first  day  of  June  next,  and  that 
such  party  u  the  true  and  bona  Jlde  proprietoi  thereof:" 

it  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  30,  nays  33,  as 
foUowa: 

y»B'-Job«  Baptist  Asha,  Ataahan  Baldwin,  Akn- 
kam  Clark,  Jonathan  Daylon,  William  Piudtey,  Wil> 
lam  B.  Giles,  Chhatopher  Greenup,  Andren  Gngg, 
Samuel  Griffin.  WiBiam  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister, 
Israel  Jacobs,  i*!ron  Eitche II,  Richard  Blend  Lee,  Na- 
thaniel Maeon,  James  Msdison,  John  Praocis  Mercer, 
John  MUletlgs,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alex- 
ander D.  Orr,  Jalu  Page,  Jonah  Parker,  Cornelius  G. 
Schoonmaker,  John  Steele,  Thomas  TredweU,  Aliraham 
Vehable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and 
Franojs  Willis. 

NiTB^^Pisber  Ames,  Robert  Bamwell.Egbert'Ben- 
•on,  ETIIu  Boudinoi,  Shcatjaahub  Bourne,  Beiuamin 
Bourne,  Thomas  Pitzsimone,  Elhridge  Geny,  Nicholas 
Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Junee  Gordon,  Thomas 
Bartl^,  James  HiUbDUH,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key, 
John  Wilkea  Kittaia,  John  Laurance,  Amisa  Learned, 
Georee  Leonard,  Samuel  Livarmore,  Predeiick  Augos- 
liis  jifuhlenbe^,  WaBam  Van*  Murray,  Theodora  Sedg- 
wick, Peter  Sylvester,  Jeremiah  Smi^  William  SmiA, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Ctargas,  Tltbnns  Somptar, 
OaMfe  TkatiAer,  Tbooisa  Tndf*  Tvduir,  J««Biah 
Wadawarlh,  aad  Aitema  Waid. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put,  further  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  inserting, 
.after  the  word  "Sta^e,"  in  the  secoDd  section,  the 
words  "  for  services  rendered,  or  supplies  furnish- 
ed, during  (he  late  war :"  it  passed  in  the  negative; 
yeas  29,  nays  3D,  as  follows: 

yua^-^iAa  Baptiat  As^  Abodtasa  Baldwn,  Eliaa 
Bondinot,  Abraham  Cla^  JonatbsM  Saltan,  William 
riBdlay,  WiHiam  B.  Giles,  Chriitoffbai  GifMnnp,  Wil- 
Bam  Bany  Grove,  DauM  Haislei,  AaMA  KitcheU,  Na^ 
IhKkiel  Haas " 


C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  John  Steele,  Tho- 
mas Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  WWte, 
and  Hugh  WtHianMon. 
Nits.— FMier  Ames,  Robert  Bamwetl,  Egbert  Ben- 
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min  Cioodhue,  Jamaa  Ooidon,  ThoniM  Hartley,  Ji 
HiUhouae,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacob*,  John  Wilkea 
Kittern,  Ji^  Laurance,  Amaia  Leuned.  Oeoige 
Iiconaril,  Sunuel  Liiennote,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Pe- 
ter SflvoBter,  WiliiuD  Smith.  Samuel  Steirctt,  Jona- 
Ihan  Stuiges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Ocorge  Tbatchel,  Tho- 
nuw  TadoT  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Watbmorth,  Attemaa 
Ward,  and  Franeig  WiUiB. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  coDsideratioD  of  the 
said  bill  be  put  off  until  lo-motiow. 

Fhidat,  January  25. 

Mr.  Ahe8,  from  the  conimittee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  authorize  the  adjustment  of  acUim 
of  Joseph  Henderson  against  the  United  States 
which  iras  read  twice  and  commiiied. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  o: 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  granting  further 
compensatioD  to  certain  Receivers  of  Continental 
taxes;  and,  afler  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  ~~ 
amendment  thereto. 

And  on  the  question,  that  the  said  hill  be 
grossed  and  read  the  third  time,  it  puaed  in 
negative — yeas  22,  nays  34,  as  foUows : 

Till.. — Egbert  Benson,  Benjamin  Boame,  Tbomai 
PituimoDa,  Elbiidge  Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  siaranel 
Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Huger,  Amasa  Learn- 
ed, Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  Jamea  Ma- 
dison, John  Mitledge,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg, 
Ji^D  Page,  Josish  Parker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Peter 
Sylvester,  Samnel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sumptar,  Abraham 
Venable,  uid  Aleiander  White. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ellas 
Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Abraham  Clsrk,  Joni 
than  Dayton,  Nicholas  Gilinan,  Beitjainin  Goodhui 
Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister, 
James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchetl.  John 
Wilkes  Kitten,  George  Leonard,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Andrew  Moore,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  WiUisia 
Smith,  Gcorgo  Thatcher,  Thrauas  Tredwell,  and  Arte- 
mas  Ward. 

So  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

The  Spbakbh  laid  befbre  the  Houm  t  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  Wat,  sccontpuiyii^  bia.r«- 
port  on  the  petition  of  John  Manly ;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BALANCES  DUE  CERTAIN  STATES. 

The  Home  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  a  Loan  in  the  certificates  or  Doles 
of  such  Stales  as  shall  have  balances  due  to  them 
upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounis  with  the  United 
States.    Wherenpem, 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being 
pnt,  further  to  amend  the  said  bill  as  follows,  to 
wit:  strike  out,  in  the  first  section,  the  words 

"within months,"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  after 

the  word  " same,"  insert  "to  commence  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1794,"  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  39,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

YiAi.. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Asbe,  Abrahsm 
Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Shear- 
jasbtib  Bourne,  Benianun  BounM>  Jonathan  Dsyton, 
William  Findkr.  Wpan  B.  CUm,  Ni(^o|ui  Oilman, 


Chiistopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  Barry  Grove,  James  HilUiouse,  Israel  Jsoob^ 
Aaron  Kiti^ell,  John  Wilkea  ECittera,  Amasa Lesmcd, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  James  Ma- 
dison, John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
Cornelius  C.  Schoonmsker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Sanael 
Stetrett,  Jonathan  Stnrgcs,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Abra- 
ham VenaUe,  and  Alexander  White. 

Nat*.— Elias  Boudinot,  Abraham  Clark,  Tliomaa 
FilniidMis,  EUnidge  Oerrr,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Tbo- 
mas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Hugtr,  John  Lau- 
rance, George  Leonard,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Fr«deirii± 
Augustus  Mohlenhorg,  Nathaaiei  Nilea,  Peter  SylvMHnr, 
John  Steele,  GM»ge  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Tito- 
mas  Tudor  Tucker,  Artemaa  Ward,  and  Hugh  Wa- 
liamson. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time,  it  was  resolved  in 
ithe  affirmative,  the  House  being  equally  divided, 
Co  wit ;  ye«B  32,  nays  33,  and  the  Spkaksk  de- 
claring himself  with  the  yeas. 

The  yeas  and  nays  are  at  follows : 

Tsis. — Jonathan  TmmbaQ,  pecker,  PiAer  Ames, 
Robert  Bamwell,  Egbert  Benson,  EHas  Boudinot,  fflmr- 
iuhab  Bonme,  Benjamin  Bonme,  Jmiathan  Dayton, 
ThsRiB*  PitMitnoDs,  ElbiMge  Gtny,  Niefairias  Oilman, 
Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Haaa*s  Baitln, 
James  Hilffieuse,  Danid  Hoger,  John  Wilkea  Kitten, 
John  Lanranoe,  Amass -Learned,  Qemge  Leonttdi,  Sa- 
mnel LivarmDre,  Fredarick  Angulas  Mt^kuberg ,Tb«D- 
doie  Sedgwick,  Peter  SylvMtar,  Wittbun  &naih,  8» 
muel  Sleirett,  Jonathan  Bturges,  Thiimas  SnmptM'. 
George  Thaldter,  Thomas  Tudoi  Tui^er,  Jenoualk 
Wadsworth,  Artemae  Ward,  and  Alexander  While. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Aahe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abn- 
ham  Clark,  William  Fisdley,  William  B.  Giles,  Chris- 
topher Greenup,  "Andrew  Gregg,  Samnel  Giiffin,  Wil- 
Uam  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel  Jactda,  Phi^ 
Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathanid 
Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  John 
Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Monay,  Na- 
tbaniel  Niles,  Aleiander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Joaiah 
Parker,  Com^ns  C.  Srliooomaker,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israri  Smith,  iOm  Sterie,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham 
Tenable,  Hugh  WUIkmson,  and  Francis  WiHis. 

Sato  an  AT,  January  26. 

The  Spbaeeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 

from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes,  aceom- 

E Dying  his  account  of  expetulitures  for  the  Ww 
■^rtment,  from  the  1st  of  October,  to  the  31st 
of  December,  1792,  inclusive;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Mu/nAV,  January  38. 
BALANCES  DOE  CERTAIN  STATES. 
An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  a  Loan  in  the  cer- 
tificates or  notes  of  such  States  as  shall  have  ba- 
lances due  to  them,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  ac- 
lunts  with  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third 
oae,  and  the  bill  being  on  its  passage — 
Mr.  HARTLEYsaid:niBvea(tei)d^to  the  debates 
I  this  bill,  an.d  considered  the  subject,  and  am 
Ailly  convinced  that  the  bill  should  pass.    ^  the- 
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act  for  settling  the  accounts  between  the  United 
Stales  and  iadiTidnal  States,  the  balances  irere 
Bssnmed  to  be  [Mid  to  the  creditor  States.  The 
bill  tmder  coDsider&Iion  gives  the  alternative  to 
the  State  (which  shall  be  fbund  a  creditor)  either 
to  receiTe  the  balance  herself  and  pay  it  to  her 
citizens,  or  sufier  them  to  fond  their  certificates 
with  the  General  Government.  I  believe  it  will 
be  fotmd,  on  experience,  most  coDrenieal  to  the 
creditor,  and  least  expensive  to  the  people,  for  the 
'Cieditors  to  snbscribe  to  a  loan  with  the  Otneral 
Oownimeut.  This,  howeyer,  will  rest  in  a  great 
measnre  opoit  the  individual  States.  Two  ' 
will  be  more  expensive  to  collect  than  one 
if  money  is  to  eo  through  two  hands  instead 
ot  One,  m  generafit  is  attended  with  a  double 

I(  IE  said,  that  the  bill  will  offer  a  neV  field  Tor 
speculation.  It  is  possible  that,  to  a  certain  degree, 
tnere  may  be  weight  in  the  observation ;  but  after 
the  ezpo-ience  we  have  had,  the  holders  of  certifi- 
cates will  not  be  easily  imposed  upon;  and  if  the 
certificates  of  the  individual  Stales  woatd  be 
equalized,  I  am  ted  to  believe,  that  it  woold  be  of 
service  to  the  enmrnuoity.  They  might,  in  a 
-sideraUe  degree,  act  as  a  medium  in  commi 
and  in  the  transfer  of  property  ;  but  whilst  they 
remain  at  difierent  values,  they  will  be  mere  oh. 
jects  of  speculation.  I  regret  exceedingly  the  great 
inequality  of  fortune,  which  has  arisen  among  citi- 
zens, by  the  specBlstions  in  onr  paper ;  but  in  a 
great  and  mighty  revolution,  some  partial  evila 
must  be  ejtpecied,  to  obtain  a  eeneralgood.  We 
are  bound  to  pay  our  debts.  1  do  not  think  chat  a 
large  national  sebt  is  a  blessing,  but  it  is  of  hif  ~ 
importance  that  the  Qovemment  which  is  in  de 
shonld  so  dispose  of  it,  as  to  do  as  tittle  injury  as 
ponible,  and  if  the  same  is  practicable,  produce  a 
putialgood. 

Id  Pennsylvania  onr  affairs  appear  to  be  in  the 
highest  state  of  prosperity;  the  farmer  com  peusa- 
uA  for  his  labor;  the  mechanic  everywhere  fnlly 
emplo)|ed  and  amply  paid ;  commerce  flourishing. 
Objections  have  been  made  against  the  lew ;  yet 
■(■  :r  :,  _..ki:-i j  ._j   .t. >._ 


o  act  upon  principle, 


partially,  1 
have  been 


lagine  if  it  is  published^  and  the  reasons  for 
etmgp  it  known,  the  public  o\'  '       '  '     ~    ' 


opinion 


of  the  Stale 


I  represent,  will  t>e  in  favor  of  it.  If  we  pass  the 
act  this  session,  we  shall  save  the  next  Congress 
from  Biuch  trouble  and  perplexity.  We  act  now 
upon  princi]He,  without  knowing  how  the  Iwlanees 
will  operate.  If  the  creditor  and  debtor  Slates 
were  Imown,  it  would  be  found  exceedin^y  diffi- 
cult to  reconcile  the  several  interests.  Remember 
the  Representative  bill ;  the  Government  had  like 
to  have  been  disscdred,  on  account  of  the  various 


Much  has  been  said  abonl  the  inlerefled  motives 
of  members.  I  mar  here  say  that  I  do  not  belong 
to  that  class  called  aristocrats,  (if  such  there  i!> 
among  us.)  I  liave  always  supported  the  rights 
of  the  peopteg  aocording  to  the  best  of  my  judg- 
ment and  aUlities.  1  nave  almost  in  every  in- 
stance received  their  approbation  of  my  public 
conduct.  In  the  present  question  I  am  not  more 
interested  than  any  other  citizen  ;  I  have  no  cer- 
tificates, I  am  no  public  creditor  of  toy  son.    I 


said  that,  in  nonsequeuce  of  his  aversion  to  waste 
the  time  of  the  House,  which  he  always  regarded 
as  precious,  he  generally  waited  for  the  question, 
witnoul  troubling  the  House  with  his  reasons  for 
his  vote,  always  satisfied  if  what  occurred  to  him 
in  support  of  it  was  offered  by  any  other  member, 
who  might  be  belter  heard  and  understood — but 
that,  when  the  names  of  the  voters  were  to  be 
held  np  to  the  public  viewj  and  when  the  vote  he 
meant  to  give  had  been  represented  by  some 
members,  for  whom  he  had  the  highest  respect,  as 
injurious  to  public  creditors,  as  retrospective,  and 
therefore  unconstitutional  m  its  operation,  he 
thought  himself  bound  to  endeavor  to  justify  his 

If  the  creditors,  Mr.  Spbakeb,  who  are  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  before  you,  were,  by  the  amend- 
ment, excluded  from  an  application  to  their  debtor, 
or  were  the  General  Government  the  only  body 
to  whom  they  could  look  for  payment  or  common 
justice,  I  would  most  scrupulously  avoid  inter- 
ferine  with  their  claims;  or,  did  ine  bill  extend 
inouence  to  all  the  creditors  of  the  States  im- 
illy,  I  might  listen  to  some  objections  which 
been  made  to  a  discrimination,  said  to  be 
produced  by  the  amendment.  But,  sir,  granting 
all  that  has  been  objected  to  have  its  full  force,  I 
only  find  that  such  creditors  of  creditor  States 
(for  no  others  are  to  be  benefited  by  this  bill)  as 
may  not  be  able  to  establish  their  claims  founded 
on  a  speculation^  which  was  grounded  on  a  sup- 
position that  this  bin  would  pass,  without  the 
amendment  now  proposed,  wilt  only  be  left  where 
they  are,  and  where,  in  my  opinion,  they  ought  to 
be  lett — that  is,  to  look  to  their  original  contract ; 
and  I  do  not  contribute  to  seduce  them  from  their 
attachment  to  their  State, and  from  their  reliance 
on  its  plighted  faith.  I  wish  not  to  see  them  de- 
luded into  an  acceptance  of  four  per  cent,  interest 
from  the  Qeneral  Government  of  the  United 
Slates,  instead  of  six  from  their  respective  States, 
which  I  believe  are  willing  and  able  to  comply 
with  their  ensagemeots.  Bnt,  sir,  if  I  were  even 
an  advocate  for  the  assumption  and  for  the  com- 
plicated Funding  System,  I  should  vote  for  the 
amendment  now  proposed ;  because  I  think  with 
my  colleagues  [Messrs.  MAnisoit  and  Gfles]  and 
the  meml^r  from  Marybud  [Mr.  Mehoeb]  that 
it  is  not  only  welt  calculated  to  prevent  an  im- 
proper soi  amble  among  speculators  for  the  sup- 
posed benefit  of  the  bill,  but  is  proper  to  rescue 
the  members  of  Congress  from  temptation, as  well 
as  from  suspicion  of  spectilating  on  their  own 
laws.  I  therefore  think,  sir,  I  can  honestly  and 
eonscieniiously  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Whilst  I  am  up,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  remarking  that  those  gentlemen  who  so 
loudly  and  warmly  replied  to  Ine  member  from 
Maryland,  and  supposed  they  were  vindicating 
the  honor  of  the  House,  in  my  opinion  were  greatly 
mistaken ;  their  conduct  tended  to  check  tree  de- 
bate and  bold  investi^tion,  and  their  remarks 
respecting  newspaper  information  might  be  K  dan- 
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geiouG  check  to  the  freedom  of  the  press.  What 
avails  the  declaration  of  our  Gonstiiution  re^qiect- 
iog  the  freedom  of  the  press,  if  it  may  b«  restrained 
br  the  conduct  of  members  in  either  House  of 
CoDgressI  And  surely  it  maybe  restrained  by 
such  remarks  as  have  been  so  warmly  made  by 
members  here,  merely  on  a  member's  stating  in- 
formation in  bis  place,  and  referring  to  newspapers 
for  further  confirmalioii.  Bold  must  be  the  printer, 
Bad  on  a  broad  basis  of  a  laige  subscription  must 
he  stand,  who  can  repeal  information  so  severely 
qupted  in  this  House.  The  honor  of  the  House 
can  never  be  vindicated  by  such  expressions;  on 
the  contrary,  tbey  may  lead  our  constituents  to 
suppose  that  at  least  passions  prevail  here,  and 
animosities  exist,  wbica  ousht  to  hare  no  jdace 
amone  i)s;  and,  mdeed,  sucli  conduct  may  tend 

direcUy  to  produce  consequences  of  a  ser 

ture  to  members  concerned  in  debate. 

Mr.  MiDiaoN  remarlud,  that  an  anteodment 
now  incorporated  in  the  bill  has  changed  its  prin- 
ciples altogether.  It  wa«  contemplated  bv  thf 
original  biU  to  provide  for  debts  incurred  only  foi 
the  support  of  the  war;  but  hy  this  amendment, 
debts  are  to  be  subscribed  to  the  loan  which  were 
created  subsequent  to  the  period  in  which  those 
debts  Diigioated  that  have  been  hitherto  called 
debts  of  the  United  States.  Aootber  amendment 
has  been  added,  which  postpones  the  sutncription 
to  a  period  so  distant  as  to  aoiicipale  the  proper 
business  of  a  subsequent  Leeislature,  whicn  will 
be  more  competent  to  decide  upon  it  than  this 
House  is.  The  gentleman  who  brought  forward 
this  motion,  assigned  w  a  reason,  that  by  '  * 
pooement  the  Senate  would  have  a  eon 
the  subject  which  they  would  not  have  without 
passing  the  bill,  and  with  this  amendment. 

Mr.  M.  reprobated  the  idea  of  controlling  &e 
deliberationsof  a  subsequent  Legislature.  Heeaid 
the  ground  of  the  bill  was  changed.  The  post- 
ponement of  (he  subscriptions  renders  it  entirely 
nnaccessaiT  for  the  present  Congress  to  decide 
upon  it.  He  was  in  favor,  therefore,  of  postponing 
it,  and  of  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Gerkv  saidhediduotexoect  this  opposition 
10  (he  bill,  at  this  sta^  of  the  Dusiness,  ecjwcially 
from  gentlemen  who  bad  advocated  the  very  prin- 
ciple on  which  Che  bill  is  founded,  viz:  a  provision 
for  the  balances  which  shall  be  found  duea  '  ' 
settlement  of  the  accounts.  The  motion 
previoos  question  is  founded  en  the  remonstrance 
of  the  State  of  Virginia;*  a  State  which  justly 
has  the  reputation  of  being  wise  in  her  councils 
and  decisions,  but  on  the  prosent  ocoasiiw  ii  single 
and  alone  in  her  conduct  in  regard  to  this  subject. 
No  other  State  has  come  forward  with  such  a  re- 
monstrance against  the  act  and  doinss  of  the  Na- 
tional  Legislature.  He  concluded,  therefore,  that 
in  this  instance  at  least,  that  State  is  in  an  error ; 
especiall)[  as  the  grounds  of  her  complaints  have 
been  obviated.  He  then  adverted  to  the  general 
provisions  of  the  bill,  and  showed  that  they  were 
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)y  former  acts  of  the  Giovernment,  respecting  thm 
balances  which  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  the  sere- 
tal  States.  He  alluded  next  to  the  several  novisoc 
and  ametidments  of  the  bill  which  had  been  in- 
grafted in  it,  to  acoommodale  it  to  the  wishes  of 
those  who,  notwithstanding,  appeared  to  be  as  muck 
ipposed  to  it  as  ever.  He  was  really  surprised  and 
:onfounded  at  the  conduct  of  gentlemen  in  (be 
Opposition.  He  noticed  briefly  the  justice  of  tlie 
claua^f  the  creditors;  and  concluded  by  obeerviBg 
that  there  were  already  sufficient  difficulties  to 
embarrass  the  operations  of  this  Goreroment,  aad 
be  conceived  tl^c  the  opposition  to  measures  cal- 
culated to  doing  justice  in  this  particular  oaa^ 
calculated  to  increase  those  difficulties  and 
embar  rassmen  ts. 

Mr.  Ames  ceprobaled  the  idea  of  patting  the 
previous  question.  After  a  discussion  of  three 
weeks,  it  is  now  proposed  to  prevuit  a  decision  of 
tlie  subject  He  considerad  this  as  a  very  unfair 
and  unjustifiable  mode  of  procedure ;  such  aa  one 
as  the  gcntlemea  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  on  na- 
ture reflection,  would  not  themselves  jutltfy.  He 
then  noticed  tiie  scope  of  the  arguments  offered  is 
support  of  the  previous  queaiion,  and  urged  a  va- 
riety of  coosideratiaas  to  show  that  tbe  present 
was  the  most  favorable  lime  todecide  the  queslKM. 
He  deprecated  the  consequoices  of  a  postpoae- 
ment;  it  would  be  considered  asadeniaiof  jusiice 
on  the  part  of  the  present  Legislature,  and  as 
placing  the  creditors  in  the  moat  imcertiun  silua- 
tion  as  to  their  future  fate ;  in  short,  he  conceived 
it  was  such  an  evasion  of  justice  asnught  pat  the 
country  in  a  flame. 

Mr.  Giles  replied  to  Mr.  Ames.  He  cotteeired 
the  eoosequeoces  would  be  directly  the  lerecae 
from  those  he  had  auticipaled',  he  thought  titoae 
who  were  to  be  benefited,  who  were  compara- 
tively but  a  small  number.,  would  not  put  the  ooua- 
try  iu  a  flame:  the  daogef  was,  that  those  who 
wonld  Eufier  by  the  burdens  which  would  result 
from  the  measuie,  would  be  thrown  into  a  flame. 
He  then  entered  into  a  general  coBsideratioB  of 
the  subjeCt,and  ui^ed  a  variety  of  reasons  against 
the  bill,  and  in  favor  of  putting  (he  previous  qnes- 
tiou.  Mr.  G.  also  enlarged  on  the  impropriety  of 
prQcipitating  the  subject  the  present  session. 

Mr,  Whits  said  he  had,  last  session,  votod 
against  the  bill  for  assuming  the  State  ddita,  bat 
be  should  vote  for  the  biU  now  under  considem- 
tion.  In  this  be  thought  he  was  perfectly  eoasist- 
cnt,  as  there  was  a  radical  diflerence  between  the 
two.  The  former  was  a  proposition  for  ■■■""■nj"g 
all  the  debts  of  all  the  States — the  same  whi(£ 
bad  been  originally  proposed  at  New  York,  aad 
which  he  had  uniformly  opposed.  The  present  is 
only  for  assuming  to  the  amount  of  the  balances 
which  may  be  due  to  creditor  States:  this  he 
always  approved.  He  said  he  bad  heard  but  oae 
argoment  against  the  propriety  of  coming  to  an 
inunediale  decision,  which  appeared  to  have  any 
weight — that  was,  the  unequal  and  imperfect  re- 


presentaUon.     This,  he  said,  1 

which  he  f<eLt  a*;  sensibly  as  any  member  of  the 

Hou<;e,  and  <f  tke  pnqMsttioo  was  to  impose  bar; 
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^ns  on  die  people,  or  to  chan^  ftn  esinbltsbed 
syatem,  fae  skonid  heuute  befwe  he  agreed  to  it; 
but  neiihemf  ibesewasttie  presEKt  case;  noaddi- 
tioDal  Bams  were  to  be  raised  bp  the  bilL  and  no 
cbange  made  in  ih«  mode  of  pajmeat  or  tiie  ba- 
lancea  withoot  the  a^opiobation  of  tke  States  to 
which  tbey  may  be  due. 

Having  thtB  obWated  this  objection,  he  said,  tte 
tronld  give  the  reasons  which  indnoed  him  to  be- 
licTe  the  matter  ought  now  to  be  decided.  He 
ohaerred  that,  perhaps,  it  might  liave  been  well 
had  the  subject  not  been  brought  forward,  oob- 
■idering  the  oJ^MwitioB  which  had  taken  place. 
Ha  did  not,  howarer,  ceamre  die  gaitteinan  who 
intHNlDeed  it ;  that  gentleman  had,  as  well  as  him- 
aalf,  been  aoqoam  ted  with  the  prooeedings  reapeci- 
,  ing  th«  assumption,  from  the  oommencement. 
And  he  declared  he  did  not  expect,  when  the  reso- 
Inttooa  were  laid  on  the  table,  that  an  objection 
ivookl  be  made  to  them;  and  it  was  probable  as 
httle  aj^eheuiton  was  entertained  by  the  morer 
of  the  resolutions;  but  he  tboushi  the  ma«uer  in 
wfaioh  the  bill  had  been  oppoiel,  and  in  which  it 
lud  becBL  mpported,  reqniied  an  immediate  de- 
oiaion.  It  had  been  made  the  criterion  of  tke 
^Uic  taith  of  the  Oovernment,  and  of  the  fidelity 
«f  ita  facers.  Those  who  were  im  favor  of  tike 
kdl,  alleged,  as  one  reason  is  muHxt  of  it,  that 
VMS  the  balancw  were  known,  the  debtov  Slates 
wonld  not  affree  to  make  provision  for  those  ba- 
laoou.  agreeably  to  tie  exiiting  law.  He  believed 
that  tais  suggestion  was  unfounded;  he  did  not 
believe  it  vns  poosible  that  any  man,  whom  the 
nnffidrfr  of  hu  fellow-citizens  skouM  place  on 
^is  flow,  would  ever  reAne  to  catry  that  law  into 
■^hoU  He  considered  it  as  one  of  the  pillars  of 
the  Gottstinttimk— «  sdemn  compact  betwean  the 
United  Btalea  and  individual  States — and  he  be- 
lieved if  ever  this  Government  Aonid  be  guilty 
of  so  gross  a  breach  of  iaith,  in  a  matter  of  import- 
ance suffieieat  to  attract  the  genetal  notice  of  the 
«itizcD8,  that  there  was  an  end  to  the  Oovertinient 
itself.  It  was  a  Gavemment  founded  oa  opinipn; 
and  when  the  opinion  of  the  people  ceased  to  su)>~ 
port  it,  the  Government  must  fall.  On  the  other 
band,  the  bill  had  not  been  opposed  on  its  merits. 
_  No  geatlemaa  had  attempted  to  point  out  the  indi- 
'  vidiul  or  the  description  ot  men  who  would  be 
injured  b^  the  operation  of  the  bill;  they  had 
mposed  It  wholly  on  collateral  circumstances; 
they  had  supposed  that  if  tha  States  who  had 
debts  due  to  their  citizemi  should  have  their  ba- 
lances discharged  by  assuming  those  debts,  that 
they  would  oppOEe  the  paymeDl  of  the  balances 
to  Stales  which  have  so  creditors.  It  had  like- 
wise been  aH^^ed,  that  the  Commissioners  for  set- 
tling accounts  might  cooduct  themselTes  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  tender  a  legislative  interposition 
necessary,  to  arrest  the  measures  consequential  on 
the  settlement.  Ue  had  no  amireheBsion  of  such 
eODduci  on  the  part  of  tke  Commissioners,  and 
could  [tot  legislate  on  a  supposition  that  they  would 
conduct  themselves  in  a  manner  so  very  impropa ; 
but  if  they  did,  be  could  not  see  that  the  chuige 


StMes  were eoDcerae^  tbcrmigkl do  the aame  m 
the  case  of  inAividualB.  But  as  jealoMsies  had 
taken  place  in  the  minds  of  the  members,  and  as 
both  stdes  of  the  House  seemad  to  consider  tlie 
passing  this  bill  as  giving  a  greater  force  and  sta- 
Mlity  to  the  act  for  settlmg  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  individual  States,  it  was  a 
strong  reasoq  with  him  to  give  his  assent  to  it. 
It  had  been  said  the  passing  Uie  bill  by  so  small  a 
majority  would  occasion  discontent  and  uneasi- 
ixess  among  the  peojde.  This  might  be  the  case, 
but  tke  same  reason  is  equaUy  applicable  to  a  re- 
jection of  the  bill  by  a  small  majority.  But  who 
are  most  likely  to  be  dissatisfied?  Those  who 
by  a  rejection  of  the  bill  would  feel  c^emselvae 
injured,  at  least  disappointed  in  their  expeclotiaas 
of  advantage;  or  those  who,  notwithstanding  its 
pa:<sage,  would  be  left  in  their  present  condition? 
He  believed,  the  former :  so  that  as  far  as  that  ar- 

«ument  had  any  weight,  it  was  in  favor  of  the 
ill. 

Mr.  MuRBAY  was  in  favor  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion. He  thought  the  present  stage  of  the  busi- 
ness was  the  most  proper  to  call  for  that  qaestlou. 
It  would,  he  said,  have  been  justly  exceptionaUe 
had  the  ijuestion  been  called  previous  to  debate, 
hut  now  It  was  strictly  proper.  Adyerting  to  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  he  objected  to  it  as  an  inftaetion 
of  the  Funding  System;  that  system  provides  for 
funding  the  buaiices  in  favor  of  the  States,  not 
the  individual  creditors.  On  this  priQcijtle  lie  con- 
sideted  the  biil  as  estaMishiog  a  jaogarous^ece- 
dent,  and  as  affording  a  pretext  for  ^lure  intec- 
jioQs  and  mmilations  of  that  syEtem. 

Ur.  M.,  advertiag  to  certain  c4>s«i*a^ns 
which  had  been  thrown  out  respecting  the  UK- 
easiness  which  was  said  to  eiist  in  uos  af  tke 
Btates,  informed  the  House,  that  mth  reepect  tb 
the  State  fae  had  the  honor  tu  represent,  the  gnart- 
est  apparent  satjafection  with  the  measureeof  ttre 
General  Qovemment  prevailed.  It  is  irne,  said 
he,  my  constituents  feel  the  presstrte  of  taxes  th 
common  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow-nitizens,  but 
they  discover  no  disposition  to  complain;  they 
consider  the  public  burdens  as  the  price  of  their 
liberties  and  independence,  and,  under  thla  idea, 
submit  to  them  with  the  utmost  oheerfulneesj  M 
the  same  time  confiding  in  the  wisdom  asd  justice 
of  the  Qovemment  that  their  impositions  will  be 
regulated  according  to  the  exigencies  of  tke  imr 
tion,  and  that  no  unnecessary  taxes  will  ever  be 
laid.  He  thought  it  necessary  to  say  thus  mui^ 
as  he  conceived  too  high  a  cabtriBg  had  been  given 
to  some  representations  which  the  fancy  of  mem- 
bers had  brought  forward  in  their  zettkius  ofqH>- 
sition  to  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  being  ooUed  fix  by  five 
members,  to  wit :'- Shall  the  mam  question,  Aat  (be 
said  bill  do  pnss,  be  now  put  7"  it  was  resolved  ia 
the  affirmative — yeas  33,  nays  31,  as  fc^ows: 

Viis. — Ft^et  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbsrt  B«a- 
son,  Bliss  Boudinot,  Sbea^sshub  Bourne,  Beajsain 
Boume,  Jimathui  Darten,  Thomss  FitninMOs,  Bl- 
bridge  QtoTj,  Nichelss  Oifaaan,  Beajsnin  Ooedkua, 
JaBMsCtoidon,  Tb«nias  Haitlsy,  James  Hillhoaas,  Ds- 
niel  Hugw,   PUUp  Ker,  John  Wibes  Kitten,  j«hn 
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Laanne«>  Amui  Learned,  (Horge  Leonud,  Swiuel 
Livennora,  Fredwtck  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylveater,  WiUiun  Smith,  Samuel 
Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomu  Suoipter,  Geo^< 
Thatcbei,  Thamu  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wada- 
troith,  Artemui  Ward,  and  Alexander  White. 

NiTi. — John  Baptiat  Ashe,  Abraham  BaUnin, 
Abrahun  Clark,  Witliam  Findlej,  WilliaiD  B.  Gilei, 
Chrialopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  Barr;  Giove,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel  Jaeobe, 
Aaron  KitcbeU,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Jamea  Madiaon,  John  Ftancii  Mercer,  John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Nilee, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Jonah  Parker,  Come- 
liua  C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Inael  Smilh,John 
Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Hugh 
Williamaon,  and  Fiancia  Willis. 

The  main  questioD,  that  (he  said  bill  do  pass, 
being  DOW  put,  it  was  resolved  in  the  aiSrinati\'i;,tlke 
House  being  equally  divided^  viz ;  yeas  32,  nays 
32,  and  (he   Speaker  declaring  himself  with  the 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  foUows: 
Ybii. — Jonathan  Trumbull,  Speaktr,  Fiaher  Ames, 
Robert  Bamnell, Egbert  Benaon.EliaB  Boudioot.  Shear- 

Ciib  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
mas  Fitiaiinons,  Glbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Oilman, 
Benjamin  Goodhue,  Jamea  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley, 
James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  John  Wilkes  Kittei*. 
John  Laursnce,  Amsaa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Sa- 
mnel  Liremore,  Frederick.  Augustus  MnhIenberg,Theo- 
dore  Sedgwick,  Peter  SylTcster.  Williatn  Smith,  Samuel 
Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stnrges,  ThoBiM  Sampler,  George 
Tbatdier,  Thomas  Tudoi  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Artemaa  Ward,  and  Alexander  White.  , 
Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abra- 
hun  Cla^  WilUam  Findley,  William  B.  Qitee,  Cbristo- 
iJiBr  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William 
Bany  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key, 
Aaroo  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  liCe,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Jftmea  Madison,  Jcdin  Francis  Mercer,  John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Nilea, 
AUxander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius 
C.  Schootimaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  lerael  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Yonabte,  Hugh 
Williamaon,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  w&s  referred  the  hill  sent  from 
the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act 
entitled  "  Ad  act  to  establiab  (be  Judicial  Courts 
of  the  United  Statea."  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  same ;  and  that  the  said 
bill  be  committed  to  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Hillhoose, 
Mr.  William  Shith,  Mt.  White,  and  Mr.  Kit- 

TIRA. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pkesidbnt 
OP  THE  United  Statbb,  with  an  official  statement 
of  the  expenditures  to  the  end  of  the  year  1792, 
dram  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  granted  to 
defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  Government,  by 
an  act  passed  on  the  26ih  of  March,  1790;  also,  an 
abstract  <A  a  suwiementary  arrangement  made  in 
the  Diatrict  of  North  Carolina,  in  regard  to  cer- 
tain Biuveya,  to  facili(ate  the  execution  of  the  law 


kaWng  a  duty  on  distilled  spirits. 

The  papers  accompanying  the  saia  m 
were  read,  and  otderea  to  lie  on  (he  table. 


HALF-PAY  TO  WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS. 

The  House  resolved  itselfinto  a  Committee  itf 
the  Whole  Mouse  on  the  motion  of  the  18th  in- 
stant,.for  making  provision  of  half-pay  for  seven 
years  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of^such  officers 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates  as  have  been 
killed  in  the  service  since  the  third  day  of  June, 
1764,  or  who  may  hereafter  be  killed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Hartley,  who  brought  forward  the  motioo, 
moved  to  strike  out  June  3, 1784,  and  insert  4cb 
day  of  March,  1789. 

Mr.  LivBRMoSE  said  he  should  be  in  &var  of 
the  motion  if  it  went  as  far  back  as  the  year  1775, 
and  comprehended  the  widows  and  orphans  « 
tbe  officers  of  the  Army  killed  within  two  yean 
from  the  eontmencement  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Williamson  said  he  should  consider  it  hin  ' 
duty  to  move  for  an  amendment  to  the  proposi- 
tion, in  the  progress  of  ita  discussion,  by  inserting 
a  clause  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  ori^ians^ 
the  officers  of  the  militia. 

Mr.  Wadbworth  stated  the  reasans  on  whieb 
he  supposed  provision  had  not  been  made  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  those  officers  which  were 
killed  durioK  the  period  alluded  (o  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire:  one  principal  one 
was.  that  the  new  Government  was  not  authorized 
by  the  Constitution  to  create  any  demands  against 
the  United  States;  the  Government  was  bound  tO' 
take  up  the  debts  as  they  found  them.  The  old 
Government  had  not  recognised  the  claims  OT 
those  widows  and  orphans  alluded  to.  With  re- 
spect to  the  present  resolutitm,  he  was  oppoetd  to 
the  amendment;  he  thought  it  ought  to  go  hack 
to  June,  1784,  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Indian  war.  He  should  move  for  other  amend- 
ments to  the  rest^ution,  that  it  should  provide  not 
only  for  those  who  may  fall  by  the  sword,  bnl  for 
such  as  die  in  the  public  service.  He  should  also 
be  for  extending  the  provision  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  officers  of  tbe  militia.  He  eoosi- 
d^ed  it  as  a  most  disgraceful  thins  to  a  Govern- 
ment not  to  make  provision  for  ^e  familiea  of 
those  who  sacrificea  their  lives  in  the  <:ause  of 
their  country. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  June  3,  1784,  was 
put  and  carried.  The  other  pan  of  the  motion,  to' 
■tsert  4th  day  of  March.  1789,  was  not  put,  being 
iperceded  by  a  motion  for  the  Committee's  rising. 
'he  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  progress.. 

TcEBDAT,  January  29. 

The  HoQse  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 

le  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report 

of  the  Secretary  cf  War  on  the  petition  of  Tho- 

-*-  "'-  hart    Whereupon, 

id,  That  Thomas  Wlshart  is  entitled  to 
the  pay  of  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  15th  of  November,  1776  until  the 
15ih  of  October,  1781 ;  and  that  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  settle  and  adjust 
tbe  account  of  the  said  Thooias  Wuhart  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordertd,  Thatabillor  UUsbebraoght  iB,ptti^ 


853 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


854 


Promotion  of  the  Uiefid  ArU. 


Mr.  Benson,  from  the  Committee  t«  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Heaton^  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  od  the 
taUe. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
entitled  "  An  net  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for 
other  punMses ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, th«  Chairman  le^rted  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  bill  under  coosideraiion,  and 
made  sereral  amendments  thereto ;  which  were 
sererally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  said  bill,  together  with  the  amendments 
thereto,  was  then  i^i  the  third  lime,  and  rassed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hav«  passed  the  bill  entitled  ''  An 
act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  lavalid  Pensions," 
with  sereral  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  coneuTTence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commitlse  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  Use- 
All  Arts;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

WBnnESDAT,  January  30. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Williau  HmnHAN, 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House,  for  the  Stale  of 
Maryland,  in  the  roomof  Jobhca  SENBY,whohas 
leeigned  his  seat,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Tne  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled  -'  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  t^  I 
valid  Pensions."    Whereupon, 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
regulate  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions,  were  tsJien 
into  consideration.    Beingread,  it  was  moved  that 
the  bill  should  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

This  motion  was  objected  to,  as  it  would  set  the 
whole  subject  aftoat,  and  might  in  its  consequence: 
preclude  tne  Senate  from  an  oppoTtunit]r  of  reced- 
me  from  their  amendments,  and  agreeing  to  the 
biO  as  it  passed  the  House. 

In  answer  to  this  objection,  it  was  said,  that  tht 
amendments  involved  an  entire  new  principle,  t 
principle  which  had  not  been  discussed  in  tnt 
House;  and  that  is,  tbev  make  distinction  in  the 
situation  of  those  invalias  whose  cases  have  been 
decided  on  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  that  of 
the  persons  whose  claims  have  been  examined  by 
the  judges.  The  cases  of  the  laltet  are  not  recog- 
nized by  the  amendments. 

The  motion  for  recommitting  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  and  the  subject  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow. 

PROMOTION  OF  THE  U8EPPL  ARTft 


e  Hottse  again 
e  of  the  Whole 


:>  promote  the  progress 


e  motion  offer  id'^by  Mr.  White,  the  purport 
of  which  is,  to  annelid  tue  first  section  by  striking 
t  what  relate»lo  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  a^ 


ctot  of  Patents,"  was  further  considered. 

Mr.  LiTBRHOBE  objected  to  the  form  of  the 
amendment  as  indirectly  providing  for  a  new  es- 
tablishment. 

Mr.  Write  withdrew  his  motion,  and  offered 
the  following,  in  substance,  in  lieu  of  it: 

That  an  office  ihall  be  ntabliihed  for  the  puipoK 
of  grsating  patents,  vesting  in  the  authors  af  ooeAil 
uiil  discovtrisB  the  eicliuive  right  to  lh«ir 
and  discoveries :  said  office  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  ui  officer  to  be  denominatod ." 

Mr.  LivESMORE  said  he  liked  this  motion,  be- 
cause it  brought  the  subject  directly  before  the 
CiJiamittee.  This  object,  however,  he  disliked; 
it  sounded  like  a  provision  for  granting  — 

'-illars  per  annum — a  sound  which  he  was  always 

'erse  tu.  He  was  altogether  iu  favor  of  devfrfv- 
ing  the  business  on  some  officer  already  appointed: 
the  Secretary  of  Stale  he  mentioned  as  a  proper 
officer  t'>  superintend  this  subject, 

Mr.  Paoe  said  he  should  not  agree  to  the  amend- 

ent  it  he  thought  a  salary  would  be  the  conse- 
quence. He  supposed  that  provision  might  be 
made  for  the  officer  without  recurring  to  a  salary: 
he  alluded  to  fees  from  the  patentees.  He  oo- 
jected  to  devolving  the  subject  on  the  officer  of 
the  Mint,  or  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  inter- 
fering with  the  essential  duties  of  those  officers; 
and,  though  the  gentlemen  at  present  in  those 
offices  are  abundantly  qualified  to  execute  the 
duty,  yet  it  may  happen  that  persons  may  hold 
iho.ie  appointments  at  some  futtue  time  not  quali- 
fied for  !h.\s  particular  service. 

Mr,  Mdbray  observed  that  the  amendment  con- 

mplaled  the  appointment  of  one  officer  only,  and 
that  to  be  fijted  at  the  seat  of  Government     He 

iggested  several  considerations  in  favor  of  invest- 

g  the  Judges  of  the  "-  --  - 
of  granting  patents 
greater  accommodation  of  the  citizens,  and  the 
more  extensive  encouragement  of  genius.  He 
was  in  favor  of  giving  greater  facility  to  the  issu- 
ing of  patents  than  has  hitherto  been  considered 
as  advisable. 

Mr.  Wbit 
idea  would  not  do,  as  patents  might  bt 
the  different  parts  or  extremes  oT  the  Union  for 
the  same  invention. 

Mr.  McRBAY  said  that  he  conceived  a  remedy 
for  this  inconvenience  might  easily  be  devised. 

Mr.  BooDiNOT  said  that  one  great  objection  to 
the  present  mode  of  obtaining  patents  was,  the 
great  delay  and  expense  incurred  oy  the  applicanta 
in  being  obliged  to  wait  till  the  officers  now  eni- 
powered  to  decide  on  applications  could  find  lei- 
sure, from  the  special  duties  of  their  offices,  to 
attend  to  them.  With  respect  to  devolving  the 
duty  on  the  judges,  he  hoped  that  would  not  be 
done;  as  it  would  be  found,  judging  from  the  en- 
gagements of  the  District  Judge  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  they  could  not  possibly  attend  to  the  business. 
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Hf.  Baldwin  objecled  generally  to  any  amecd- 
meni  which  should  provide  for  tne  insiitution  of 
a  new  department.  His  opinion  was,  thai  no 
office  should  be  created  till  there  was  an  absolute 
necessity  for  it.  He  entered  into  a  brief  coosider- 
ation  of  the  subject,  and  attempted  to  show  that 
the  business  might  with  ease  and  convenience  be 
attended  to  by  some  officer  already  appointed. 

Mr.  Williamson,  adverting  to  the  principles  of 
the  bill,  said  it  was  an  imitation  of  the  Patent 
System  of  Great  Britain ;  that  the  provisions  were 
such  as  would  circumscribe  the  duties  of  the  de- 
ciding (rfficer  within  very  tiarrow  limits;  the  aet- 
tlement  of  diapales  arisina  from  contested  claims 
will  derolve  on  Teferees  altogether.  He  was  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  creating  a  new  Department — 
expense  to  the  Government  would  be  the  inevita- 
ble consequence.  The  question  on  Mr.  White'b 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  McuHAY  said,  he  intended  to  move  to  strike 
out  "  Director  of  the  Minlj"  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
serting "  the  Judge  of  the  District  wherein  the  afv- 
piicant  might  reside."  As  he  thought  the  bill  of 
great  consequence  as  it  related  to  the  useful  and 
ornamental  arts,  he  would  trouble  the  Ci 
with  his  reasons.  He  thought  it  ■ 
quence  that,  while  the  law  holds  ou 
ID  genius,  the  mode  of  gratifying  the  fair  and  ho- 
nest inventor  should  be  as  easy  as  poBsible.  The 
Director  of  the  Mint  must  reside  at  the  Seat  of 
Government ;  and,  if  he  alone,  or  any  other  per- 
son, were  exclusively  empowered  to  issue  patents. 
die  benefits  of  invention  would  be  but  very  par- 
tially enjoyed  by  the  citixeus  who  reside  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  Seat  of  Government.  The  law 
ought  to  facilitate  the  granting  of  patents;  and,: 
the  right  of  exclusive  enjoyment,  at  least  for  a 
limtted  term,  was  inherent  in  all  equally,  in  every 
part  of  the  nation,  so  all  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
nave  equal  facility  in  making  their  pretensions 
known  and  efiectual.  A  country  in  Europe  (Great 
Britain)  had  afforded,  it  was  true,  much  experience 
on  the  subject ;  but  regulations  adopted  there 
wonU  not  exactly  comport  in  all  respects  either 
with  the  situation  of  this  country,  or  with  the 
rights  of  the  citizen  here.  The  minds  of  some 
members  had  taken  a  wron^  direction,  he  con- 
ceived, from  the  view  in  which  they  had  taken 
up  the  subject  under  its  analogy  with  the  doctrine 
of  patents  in  England.  There  is  this  strong  fea- 
ture which  distinguishes  that  doctrine  in  thai 
counti^  from  the  principles  on  which  we  must 
settle  It  in  this.  These  patents  are  derived  fron 
the  grace  of  the  Monsrcn,  and  the  exclusive  en 
joyment  of  the  profits  of  a  discovery  is  not  so  mucl 
a  right  inherent  as  it  Is  a  privilege  bestowed  am 
an  emanation  of  prerogative.  Here,  on  the  con 
trary,  the  citizen  has  a  right  in  the  inventions  hi 
may  make,  and  considers  the  law  but  as  the  modi 
by  which  he  is  to  enjoy  their  fruits.  England  in 
one  entire  kingdom.  Its  Courtis  the  scene  where 
hs  prerogative  diffuses  its  bounties,  and,  being  sta- 
tioned Bt  London,  the  business  can  be  well  ma- 
naged in  a  single  spot.  Here,  on  the  contrary, 
there  are  fifteen  States,  sovereign  as  to  many  pur- 
poses, and  forming  within  themselves  centres  ol 


atttiiclioii  for  the  ingenious  and  aspiring.  Loo- 
don,  in  that  country,  not  only  attracts  as  the  nwn 
of  genius  and  of  all  that  contributes  to  ease  or 
gain,  but,  by  its  immesse  combination  of  things, 
aids  inveniion,  and  draws  the  genius  into  action 
which  it  may  have  attracted.  But  we  are  difiei- 
ently  circumstanced,  both  as  to  local  situation,  asd 
fks  to  the  thing  as  it  regards  the  priricipU  on  whjch 
'  '  -  be  obtained.  The  distance  liom  the  ex- 
of  ifae  Union,  or  from  its  centre  to  ita  ei- 
tremes,  is  very  great,  if  the  power  ware  lodged 
with  the  District  Judges,  the  citizen  of  ingeniuiy 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  apatent  cer- 
tainly with  more  ease  tixia  if  you  oblige  him  to 
taJcB  a  journey  of  perha^  six  or  eight  hundred 
miles.  The  facility  of  enjoyment  woidd  piore  an 
incentive  to  invention.  Difficulty  and  dietaAce 
would  discourage  jt,  and  would  irequently  over- 
power the  wish  to  obtain  a  patent  for  a  discovery 
the  proils  of  which  would  often  be  doubtful. 

One  and  but  one  objection  had  been  made  to 
this  alteration:  that  if  the  District  Judges  have 
the  power,  patents  may  issue  in  different  places 
for  the  same  discovery.  This  would  be  «n  evU, 
but  is  not  without  a  remedy.  Fatentsare  ntaOeis 
of  record.  Let  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Judge,  un- 
mediately  after  the  granting  of  a  patent,  to  trans- 
mit a  cop]^  of  the  application,  with  ail  the  neces- 
sary description  of  tne  artttue,  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  from  which  it  may  be  easily  dissemmated 
to  every  District  Court,  and  through  the  United 
Btates.  An  inventor  desirous  of  obtaining  a  pa- 
tent, would,  of  course,  examine  the  patent  records 
to  see  whether  be  ii^d  been  anticipated.  The 
grant  of  a  patent  does  not  destroy  a  claim  oi right 
founded  in  priority.  Here  he  would  observe,  thiat, 
if  the  inconvenience  were  not  entirely  removed 
by  this  measnre  which  he  proposed,  neither  w*s 
''  '  of  clashing  claims  as  to  origi- 


ineenuity,  perhaps;  devise  a  complete  mode  in 
which  it  coald  be  obviated.  If  a  man  who  is 
really  the  inventor,  chooses  to  try  his  title  as  to 
the  originality  of  the  invention,  even  after  a  pa- 
tent is  given  to  another,  he  will  make  and  vend 
the  article,  and  the  solid  title  will  he  tried  before 
a  jnry  in  an  action  brought  against  him  by  the 

Satentee.  If  the  measure  he  proposed  were  not 
eemed  a  sufficient  guard,  he  would  suggest  the 
propriety  of  a  further  caution:  Let  the  applica- 
tion be  published  and  remain  in  the  office,  as  in 
England  it  does  (he  believed)  two  months  in  the 
office  of  the  Attorney  General,  that  a  caveat  may 
be  entered  by  any  man  who  might  claim  or  dis- 
pute the  applicant's  title. 

He  believed  that  the  bill,  either  as  it  tended  to 
foster  the  genius  of  men,  or  was  considered  with 
respect  to  distant  emolument  and  national  charac- 
ter, was  extremely  important.  It  was  almost  im- 
mediately one  of  those  laws  that  embraced  nation- 
al views  and  iHittonal  citiienship,  and  looked  to 
an  abject  of  advantage  which  notniiw  but  a  Na- 
tional Government  could  secure,     Wiihwu  tbe 


aid  of  a  General  Government,  the  genius  of  the 
reap  its  fruits.    Noi  had  the 


Americans  could  n 
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Sute  GoveraowDU  ^vea  a  fiiir  occasion  for  tbe 
display  of  the  ingenuity  which  he  believed  exist- 
ed in  the  couQlry.  As  to  this  great  object,  which 
requires  aalional  citizenship,  tbe  State  laws  were 
impotent.  He  thought  that  it  was  of  consequsDce 
tbiu  no  inTentioo,  however  small  or  irrelative  it 
mifkt  at  first  appear,  should  be  lost ;  aod,  where 
tie  saw  the  idea  of  a  pateotUw  ridiculed  by  some, 
and  unattended  (o  by  otbers,  he  believed  they  were 
wMsoslomed  to  take  things  in  their  a^arances, 
«iid  had  not  exerted  their  reflection.  A  little 
flection  would  teach  us  that  whatever  is  ereati 
astonishins-  in  the  works  of  art  was  huioble  in  _._ 
origin,  had  been  opposed  by  ignorance  or  cramped 
by  poverty,  and  had  become  uaporlanl  but  by  gra- 
dual accumulation  and  a  very  slow  progression  j 
and  thai  the  wisdom  of  GoTernmenI  sliould  be  ex- 
erted in  formuis  a  repository,  where  nothinc  that 
might  eventualTy  be  of  service  should  be  steered 
to  perish.  He  therefore  wished  to  see  such  a  law 
aa  would  not  only  secure  what  might  be  offered 
■ear  the  Seatof  Goremment, but  iaviteaad  draw 
forth  the  useful  inTenlion  of  those  who  lived 
distance.  That  it  should  present  an  easy  method 
of  granting  its  prvteetion,  he  therefoce  maved, 
that  the  Judge  of  the  DistncI  whereia  Ike  appli- 
oau  may  reside,  should  be  eubelituted  for  Direc- 
tor of  the  Mint. 

Mr.  WiuJAHaoK  ofieied  a  few  objcetiaas  to 
this  motion,  the  question  on  which  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  ifae  n^ativc. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  8fioow]<x,  "  Director  of  the 
Mint"  was  atricJbBu  out,  and  "  Secretary  of  State" 
inserled. 

Mr.  White  moved  an  amendment  by  way  of 
proviso,  the  piir]Nct  of  which  is,  to  preclude  the 
mventor  of  an  imjttoreineiii  to  a  nachinc  from 
luing  the  original  mvention,  or  the  author  of  the 
original  machine  from  nsing  the  improremant. 
This  motion,  after  some  omiotition,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHsoK  moved  an. amendment  to  the 
second  section,  wkich  provide«  tiiat  the  requisite 
oath  or  affirmation  may  be  taken  before  any  Judge 
ei  the  Uait«d  Suies,  or  of  any  particular  State, 
oi  anv  person  authorized  to  administer  an  oath  in 
the  place  where  the  applicant  resides.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  WiLUAMBON  proposed  another  amendment, 
which  should  rest  a  discretionary  power  in  the 
officer  to  dispeme  with  tbe  production  of  a  model 
when  he  should  think  proper.    Agreed  to. 

The  Committee  pcoeeeded  in  the  discnssion  of 
the  bill  as  far  as  the  seveatb  section ;  they  then 
rose  and  reported  progress,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

THtmsDAT,  January  31. 
A  message  from  the  Sesate  informed  the  Hnoae 
that  the  Seaele  have  agreed  to  to  the  anendments 
proposed  hj  this  House  to  the  bill  eotitled  "  An 
act  resulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," with  an  amendment  to  the  last  amend- 
ment; to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.  The  Secretary  also  braugkc  to  the 
UoHae  a  Letter,  received  and  read  in  the  Senate, 
iiram  Moiwieir  Le  Bmn,  beretofore  Royal  Com' 


at  the  Tribuaal  of  the  District  of  Cou- 
lances,  in  France,  addressed  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  stating  the  delay  of  payment 
of  a  debt  due  to  the  heirs  of  Jerom  Michael  Le 
Brun,  late  an  officer  in  Armand's  Ltmon,  for  ser- 
vices in  the  United  Slates  during  the  ute  war. 

A  petition  of  Brown  &  Francis,  of-Providence, 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Idand,  merchants,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed the  amount  of  tbe  drawback  on  a  quantity 
of  gin  and  codfish,  exported  from  the  port  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  duly  landed  at  Calcutta,  in  tbe  East 
Indies,  and  St.  EusUtia,  in  the  years  1791  and 
1792,  of  which  they  are  possessed  of  sufficient 
evidence,  although  not  in  tne  form  prescribed  by 

Oriiered,  That  the  said  pBtiti<Mi  be  teterted  to 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  vith  instructim  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  hb  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  Houke. 

Mr.  QBOvE,from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  reimburse  Hemy  Emanuel  Cui- 
terloh  for  expenses  incurred  in  coming  to  America 
to  join  tbe  Armv  of  the  United  Stales  i  whinh 
was  received,  read  twi^e,  and  commilled. 

Mr.  Pabkeb,  Irom  the  committee  sppoiniBd, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  ConratroUer  of 
tbe  Treasury  to  settle  the  account  of  Thonas 
Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Army  of  (he 
United  States;  which  was  received,  and  read 
twice  and  committed. 

PROMOTION  or  THE  HSBFUL  ABT8. 

The  House  again  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  promote  the  progress 
of  Useful  Arts." 

The  seventh  section  was  read;  some  amend- 
lents  were  proposed,  but  diuigreed  to. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  8tb  sec- 
tion, for  the  purpose  substituting  another,  which 
should  provide,  ttiat  all  Interfering  claims  for  pa- 
tents, should  be  determbed  at  the  option  of  the 
parties,  either  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  by  arbi- 
trators, &c.  This  motion  gave  rise  to  debate.  It 
was  at  length  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  by 
strikingout  all  ibewordsafter  "Secretary  of  State;" 
this  motion  was  not  agreed  to.  Various  other 
amendments  to  the  motion  were  moved,  and  last, 
it  was  finally  agreed  to  the  following  modification : 
That  interfering  ap^icationa/or  pateitU  shall  be 
determined  by  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  or,  if  ail 
pariiet  require  it,  by  arbitrators,  fc. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  tbe  8th  section,  and 

serting  the  amendment,  was  put,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  finished  the  discussion  of  the 
bill ;  they  then  rose  and  reported  the  same  with 
amendments,  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Fbidav,  February  1. 
The  Letter  fncMi  Monsier  Le  Bmn,  aamnuuu- 
cated  in  a  message  from  the  Senate  yesterday, 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  tne  Secre- 
tarj  of  the  Treasury,  with  instraetion  to  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  i^te  report  tbereapen  to 
theHo«»e. 
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The  House   proceeded  to  ihe  consideration  of 
^  '  "    the  Senate  to  the  last 

o  the  bill  entitled  '•An 


Retolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree 
said  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  HoQse  resolved  itself  into  a  Comm _ 

the  Whole  Hoose  on  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  encicled  "An  act  to  lesu- 
late  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions;"  and,  aner 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  amendments 
under  consideration,  and  directed  him  to  report  to 
the  House  their  agreement  to  some  and  disagree- 
ment to  others  of  the  said  amendments.  The 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  report  and 
amendments:  Whereupon, 

Retolved,  That  this  Hoose  doth  agree  to  the 
amendments  to  the  first  and  second  sections ;  and 
doth  disagree  to  the  amendments  to  the  fourth 
and  fifUi  sections  of  the  said  bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 


an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  promote  the  progress 
of  Useful  Arts;"  and,  the  same  being  read,  were 
agreed  to.  And  then,  the  said  bill  being  further 
amended  at  the  Clerk's  taWe,  was,  together  with 
the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

A  petition  of  James  Moatgomery,  maater  and 
commander  of  the  revenue  cutter  called  the  Ge- 
neral Greene,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  ihe  oflScers 
of  the  said  cutter,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  the  compensation  allowed  by 
law  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  revenue  cutters 
may  be  augmented,  and  rendered  more  adequate 
to  their  services. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  the  manufacturers 
of  cordage,  lines,  twine,  and  packthread,  in  Phila- 
delphia, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read. 


r  the  United  States  as  allows  a  drawback 
on  foreign  cordage,  lines,  twine,  and  packthread, 
may  be  repealed,  and  the  duties  imposed  on  said 
articles  increas^ ;  and  that  the  duty  on  hemp, 
when  manufactured  within  the  United  States, 
and  exported  therefrom,  may  be  refunded  to  the 
exporter. 


red,  on  the  22d  ultimo,  the  memorial  of  the 

facturers  of  cordage,  lines,  and  packthread,  of  Pro- 
vidence, in  the  State  of  Rhode  Isluid ;  that  they 
do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the 
same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houk. 

PROMOTION  OF  THE  USEFUL  ARTS. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  to  amend  the  act. 

entitled  an  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful 

Arts,  were  taken  into  consideration ;  some  amend- 


ments being  made  to  these  amendments,  the  whole 
were  agreed  to  |  additional  amendments  ^vere  pro- 
posed j  among  others, 

Mr.  Mi;bray  moved  to  add  the  words  "  being 
citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,"  afteT  the 
words  person  or  person*  ;  the  object  of  wiiich  is, 
to  prevent  foreigners  from  obtaming  pBtenis  in 
this  country  for  inveutions  which  they  haTC  al- 
ready obtained  patents  for  in  Europe ;  by  ivlueli 
means  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  migbl  ht 
prevented  from  obtaining  patents  for  the  same,  ot 
similar  inventions. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KiTTB HA  moved  to  reduce  the  period  for 
which  patents  should  be  granted,  from  fourteen  hi 
ten  years;  this  motion  was  negatived.  The  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

Mom>&y,  February  4. 

An  engrossed  hill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "Aa 
act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts,"  wac 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  ot 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Contee  Hanson,  which  was  made  oa 
the  30th  of  April  last:  Whereupon, 

Retolved,  That  the  Accounting  Officers  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  to  liquidate  and  pay  tfae 
account  of  Alexander  Contee  Hanson,  for  travel- 
ing expenses  and  attendance  at  New  York  as  one 
of  the  Judges  appointed  by  the  General  Govern- 
mcnt  to  determme  a  controversy  between  the 
States  of  South  Carolina  and  Geor^a,  which  was, 
without  his  knowledge,  compromised;  and  that 
the  allowance  be  the  same  as  that  provided  by 
law  for  the  traveling  expenses  and  attendance  of 
the  present  members  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brotigbt  in  pDr- 
Buant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Mbk- 
Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  STtmaBS,  do  prepare  and 


a  the  St 


Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  aecompaiiT- 
ing  a  report,  and  sundry  statements  marked  A,  B, 
C,  D,  £,  and  F,  made  m  pursuance  of  the  resi^n- 
lions  of  this  House  of  the  23d  ultimo ;  which  were 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
entitled  "  An  act  respecting  fuf  itives  from  justice 
and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their 
masters ;"  and,  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an 
amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 


ToBsnAY,  Febrtiary  5. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  aceotut 
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of  ThtMBBS  Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Aimy  of  the  United  States;  and, after  some  time 
Bpmt  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  tuU  under  considera- 
lion,  and  made  no  ameadment  thereto. 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  bill  be  eogrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Raohed,  That  a  coiomittee  be  apptunted,  to 
joiu  sach  committee  a*  nlay  be  appointed  by  the 
Senate,  to  ascertain  and  report  the  mode  of  ex- 
BMining  the  rptes  for  PasaiDBHT  aad  Vice  Pre- 
siBEHT,  and  of  notifying  the  persons  who  shall 
be  elected  of  their  election,  and  to  r^;nlate  the 
tim^place,  and  manner  of  administering  the  oath 
of  [^ce  to  the  President. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Smitb,  Mr.  Ma- 
MBOH,  and  Mr.  Ladbanog,  be  of  the  said  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Tlie  House  resolved  il^If  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Honse  on  the  bill  to  repeal  part  of  a 
resolution  of  Congress  of  the  S9iii  of  Aucnnt, 
1788,  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Post  St.  Vin- 
cents; and,  after  some  spent  therein,  the  Chair- 
man reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  bilT  under  consideration,  and  made  no  amend- 
ment thereto.  And  then,  the  said  bill  being 
amended  at  the  Clerk's  table,  was.  together  with 
the  amendment,  ordered  (o  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  lime  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  allowing  a 
compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice  Prbsi- 
DBHT  or  TBE  Uhited  Statbs,  to  Commence  from 
the  4th  day  of  March  next ;  and  that  Mr.  Sedo- 
wioE,  Mr.  Dayton,  and  Mr.  Barnwell,  be  the 
said  committee. 

The  Hoow  proceeded  to  eonsider  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  respecting  fugi- 
tiTes  fcom  justice  and  persons  escaping  from  &e 
service  of  their  masters,"  which  la^  on  the  taUe: 
Whereupon,  the  said  bill,  togethw  with  the  amend- 
ment agreed  to  yesterday,  was  read  the  third  time; 
and,  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was 
resolTcd  in  the  afBrmatiTe — yeas  48,  nays  7,  as 

Nats. — Fisher  Amei,  John  Baptist  Aihe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  Bunwell,  Egbert  Benson,  EUu  Bou- 
dinot,  ^heai^sshub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham 
Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Pindley,  Tbomaa 
FttzsimoDB,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman, Benjamin 
Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Chriatapher  Greenup,  Andrew 
Orejg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barrv  Grove,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Jamea  HUIhouee,  WilUun  Kindman,  Daniel 
Hnger,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitcbell,  Amau 
Leuned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  George  Leonard,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Andrew  Moore,  Fivderfi^  Augnstns 
Muhlanberg,  Witbam  Vans  Mnrray,  Aleian^  D.  Orr, 
John  Page,  Comdioa  C.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Peter  Sylverter,  Inad  amith,  Wiiham  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Thomas  Snnpter,  Thomas  Todor  Tni^er, 
Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  Aleunder  While,  Hugh  WU- 
liamson,  and  Frands  Willia. 

Tbas. — Bamnet  Livermore,  John  Frands  Mercer, 
NaOaniel  Niles,  Jouh  Parker,  JonMhan  Sturges, 
George  Thatcber,  and  Thomas  TredwcU. 

The  HoDse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 


the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  ihe  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Woodrop 
and  Joseph  Sims ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  tne  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  report  under  consideration, 
and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  was 
twicere«cl,andagreed  toby  the  House,  as  fbllows: 
Retolved,  That  the  remission  of  dut' 


quantity  of  salt  and  wines  entered  at  the  port  of 
New  York,  which,  together  with  the  ship,  was 
lost  on  the  passage  from  thence  to  Philadelphia, 
in  March  last,  ought  to  be  granted,  agreeable  to 
the  prayer  of  ue  petitioner*. 

Ordertd,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  Kbt, 
Mr.  Qbovb,  and  Mr.  Tdckeb,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Mebcer,  from  the  committee  appointed, 

S resented  &  bill  to  make  compensation  to  Alexan- ' 
er  Contee  Hanson ;  which  was  received,  and 
read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  reoolved  itself  into  a  Committ«e  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  18th  ultimo, 
for  making  provision  of  half-pay  for  seven  years,  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  officers  (A  the 
Army  of  the  United  States;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speakbr  resumed  the  Chair, 
and  Mr.  Key  reported  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  the  said  motion  under  con- 
sideration, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ; 
which  he  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  House, 
as  follows ; 

Retoived,  That  proyision  of  half-pay  for 

years  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  officers 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  an  hare  been 
killed  in  the  service,  since  the  fourth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  xeven  hundred  and  eighth-nine,  or 
who  may  hei%after  be  killed  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  ooght  (o  be  made  by  law. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pnr- 
sUBDt  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Hart- 
ley, Mr.  Wadsworth,  and  Mr.  GBEEHtTP,  do  pre- 
pare and  brins  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  tke  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  authorize  a  L<^  in  the  certiScates  or  notes 
of  such  States,  as  shall  have  balances  due  to  them 
inMn  a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  United 
States."  The  Senate  also  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  fourth 
and  filth  sections  of  toe  bill^  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions,"  and  de- 
sire a  conference  with  this  House  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendments;  to  which  confer- 
ence, the  Senate  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part :  The  Senate  have  also  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ment, proposed  by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  respectii^  fugitives  from  justice,  and  per- 
sons escaping  trom  the  service  of  their  masters:" 
The  Senatehave  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limitea  timCj  and  to 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing  the 
means  of  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  nations."  I 

The  House  pmceeded  to  conaider  so  mtwh  of  the         i 
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aaid  menage,  as  desiresa  conference  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  (he  ameadmeDts  dep«idiDg  betwtesa  the 
two  Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
claims  to  Imalid  PensioDs."    Whereupon. 

Retolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
aaid  conference,  and  tbalMr.SEDOvriCK.  Mr.  Gilbb, 
and  Mr.  Bohdinot,  be  appointed  managers  at  the 
same  on  the  part  of  this  Houbc. 

The  Hotwe  resolved  itasif  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  reimburse  Henry 
Emanuel  Lucterloh,  for  expenses  incurred  in 
coDiiog  to  America,  lo  join  the  Army  of  the  Unitfid 
States  during  late  war ;  and  ai^er  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  repotted  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  no  amendment  thereto.  The  bill  was  then 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  lime  to- 


Mt.  Habtlkt,  from  the  Committee  apimnted 
presented  a  bill  to  make  proTitioa  of  haU-par  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  officers;  which 
was  received,  read  twice  and  cotmaitted. 

The  House,  accordiiu;  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  aa  the  bill  to  authorize  the  adjustment  d'a 
claim  of  Joseph  Henderson,  against  the  United 
States;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chainnan  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  coubI deration,  and  made  no 
araandmint  thereto.  The  bill  was  tlien  orderod  to 
be  engroEBed,  atid  Tead  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  February  6. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  Rhode  Island 
line  of  ibe  late  American  Army,  in  behalf  them- 
selvesand  the  soldiersof  said  line,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the  depreciation 
which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of  debt  granted 
them  for  military  services  during  the  late  war,  may 
be  made  goad,  or  such  other  r^ief  afibrded  them, 
as  the  present  circumstances  oj  the  United  States 
will  a^mit. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  petition  of  John  Rogers  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read  prayinf;  compensation  for  certain 
lands  on  the  Mississippi  river,  granted  him  by  the 
Slate  of  Virginia,  for  his  services  as  an  officer  in 
the  line  of  the  saia  State,  prior  to  the  cession  made 
to  the  Uniled  States,  of  the  Terrilory  Northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio;  the  title  to  which  lands  has 
since  been  ceded  lo  the  Chiakasaw  Indians,  by  the 
treaty  of  HopeweU,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-six. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Paqb,  Mr.  L[veBHOR£,  and  Mr.  Cimbk;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  theieof,  and  report  the 
same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  ihe  House. 

An  engioseed  bill  to  repeal  part  of  a  resolution 
of  CMigress  of  the  twejiiy-ninth  of  August,  one 
thousand  sev^  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  repect- 
ing  the  inhabitants  of  Post  Saint  Vincenis,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Thomas 


Wishart,  late  a  Lientonnt  in  the  Army  of  At 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  time  and  pmbmL 
An  engrosaed  bill  to  reimburse  Henry  EmaBiiri 
Lutterloh  for  expenses  incurred  in  coming  to 
America,  to  joint  the  Army  of  the  United  Stales, 
durioK  the  late  war,  was  read  the  third  time  and 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  adjuatment 
of  ackim  of  Joseph  Henderscai  against  the  United 
Slates,  was  reed  tne  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  SEimwicKj  from  the  comm<llM  appMMad, 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  piovidu^  OOR- 
pensation  to  the  PRBaioBirr  and  VicE-FaaaiBBn 
OF  TBI  UniTBo  States,  which  was  received,  and 
ri?ail  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  r^iort  of  the  BeeretaiT' 
of  War,  to  whom  was  leferred  the  petitios  <rf 
Simeon  Thayerjand,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
ii>,  the  Chairman  reported,  that  the  Ccmmittec 
bad  had  the  said  report  under  considetatioa,  and 
come  (o  a  resolution  thereupon;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Aew^Ded;  That  Simeon  Thayer,  late  a  Major  in 
the  Army  of  the  Uniled  States,  who  was  iUmM—I 
at  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  be  placed  on  the  pea- 
sign  list  of  the  United  States;  that  he  be  sUcnred 
the  half-pay  of  a  Major,  from  the  firai  of  Jaauatf , 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  pto- 
vided  he  return  his  commutation  of  half-pay,  witb 
inletest  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  a  hill  or  bills  be  brought  ia,  pai- 
suanl  to  the  said  reniluiioa,  and  that  Mr.  Bbku- 
HiHBoviiHB,Mr.  GtLMAH.aadMr.teBABLSMiTB, 
)]o  prepare  end  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  pelitioa  of  Elijah  Boatwick : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  ibe 
said  Elijah  Boalwick,  the  sum  of  fifly-eiglitpoiiiuls, 
three  shillinea  and  four  penoe,  ourrent  money  of 
New  YotIc.  lieing  the  amount  of  costs  which  he 
incurred  in  defending  a  suit  commenced  againat 
him,  as  agent  to  the  deputy  Commissary  Oenecal 
of  the  Northern  Department,  on  public  account. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  pursuant  to 
(he  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Sylvester,  Mr. 
Kev,  and  Mr.  Grove,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  engrossed  bill  to  compen- 
sate John  Tucker;  and,  after  some  time  spoit 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee bad  bad  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  an  ameadment  thereto;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordend,  ThattbeBaidbiU,withtheamendment, 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time,  immediniely. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  compensate  John  Tuckar, 
was  read  the  third  time;  ana,  on  the  questioa  that 
the  said  bill  pass,  it  passed  in  the  negaiive.  Aad 
so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

PENSIONS  TO  DISABLED  OFFICBBS,**. 

Mr.  GRECNDP'e  reM^ution  for  placing  on  Ae 
pension  list  all  such  officers  and  privates  of  the 
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nulitw  as  are  oi  may  be  wounded  m  the  service, 
and  who  are  not  provided  lot  by  law,  wai  taken 
np  in  Conunittee  of  the  Whole.  The  resuliKwn 
ws*  lead  bf  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  GHEBHor  supported  thin  resdution  by  ob- 
ssving  that,  be  the  miUtia  was  now  ci.H«l  into 
BK'vice  by  tne  General  Qoremmait,  it  was  tea-- 
B<mable  to  make  prorisitm  for  sueb  as  may  be 
im>iuided  or  disabled.  Except  this  was  done,  he 
conceived  that  the  United  States  would  find  it 
extreotely  difficult  to  procore  an  eHectire  nilitin 
tortx  on  nny  oocaboit.  Indeed,  it  wBs  to  be  im- 
paled to  this  cause  that  the  militia  hAd  hitherto 
aiaeoTetwiM  great  a  backwardnen  in  turning  out  i 
-and  that  those  who  bad  been  in  semee  were  so 
iiidifiietent,beingpnneipaUy MibstituteB.  Headd«d 
Mune  remarits  oti  the  jsstice  and  good  policy  of 
making  the  provision ;  nor  did  he  .coneeiTe  that 
the  increase  of  the  pension  list  was  a  sttKcient 
reasui  to  prevent  maiiug  that  provisioo,  when  it 
ia  considered  how  important  a  subject  is  a  conp»- 
tent  defence  to  onr  frontiers. 

Sevsral  gentlamen  objeeted 
involving  a  very  great  aad  ii 
Tba  inereaae  of  the  pension  list,  it  was  said,  oi 
not  to  b«  thought  lightly  of  in  a  repnblienn  Oo- 
TentBcnt.  It  vrat  said  that,  in  the  Militia  law, 
the  object  of  the  resolution  was  in  a  great  measure 
inovitfed  tor ;  it  does  not,  indeed,  look  b*ck ;  Imt 
provision  for  pattioidar  penon*  may  be  made 
without  goingtD  an  unlimited  tetriMpecUv«  view 
of  the  ease.  Tiw  reeoliitioD  was  mo£led  to  refer 
to  8i»b  offiocis,  noB-caiiniiiin<»ed  officers,  and 

Sivatea  o£  the  mitilta  as  have  been  wounded  or 
gabled  since  the  —  day  of ,  or  who 

hcMniHer  b«  iwainfcd  or  disabled  in  the  seivioe  of 
the  United  StatM. 

The  debaM  was  csntinHed  to  a  considvnble 
leo^h.  in  which  the  difference  between  lite  mili- 
tia mad  the  regtdw  troops  waa-slBtcd.  Thelatter, 
it  was  said,  abandon  every  otlwr  punait  and  oosu- 
patiou  when  they  engage  in  the  service  j  and,  in 
cases  of  inxiadB  and  diaabilkiee  incurred  in  the 
pablie  service,  are  lefl  ahselutely  without  any 
othev  resowce  than  the  provisioD  made  for  them 
by  the  public  as  pcnsioDera.  With  tespeot  to  tbe 
militia;  tbey  aie  oommonly  parsons  ta  property, 
who  leave  their  respective  oeaupations  for  a  time, 
and  when  tbe  service  is  perfoimed  they  l^ve  their 
bmw  and  their  various  ocoupalioos  to  relora  to. 
It  wsa  said  that  it  woidd  be  unspeakably  better  to 
pay  the  militia  at  an  enhanced  rate^-nnch  a  rate 
■a  may  be  sufficient  to  indoee  them  to  mm 
TbmX  extending  the  system  of  pensions  in 
manner  coDtenplatnl,  would  reMsr  the  matter 
complex,  extensive,  atid  enormotoly  expensivfr— 

vUte  M  the  same  time  it  would  sabject  the  public 

to  iBBuiaeraUe  impositions. 
A  motion  was  nuide  that  the  Commineeslioald 

riae^  and  that  the  resolution  should  be  referred 

the  committee  which  reported  the  bill  providing 

balf-pey  to  the  widowsand  orpkons  of  the  ctteers 

of  the  regular  troops.     Aft«  f 

motion  was  put  and  negatived. 
The  qDestiim  on  agreeing  to  the  lesdutiui,  as 

modt&edf  was  then  pot  wid  agreed 


Ur;  BabhWuj.  noved  an  additioaal  ramlntion, 
which  was  agreed  U      ' 


;  the  purport  ot  which  was 


regulate  the  mode  of  ascertsining  t 

and  degree  of  the  disabitities,  and  the  annual 

aHowaoce  to  be  granted  for  the  sam«. 
The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  two 

re:iolntions  to  the  House,  as  follows : 

"  Setoleed,  Thsl  proTision  oDght  to  be  nuJs  hy  law 
'  pladng  inch  officem,  QDnHwnuiuBiioned  officers,  snA 

privates,  of  the  '"'H'",  ss  have  bean  disabled  in  the 

rvico  of  the  United  dutca,  once  the  —  day  of , 

■hall  beiranei  be  diuUed  in  sach  sernca,  on  the 

pension  list. 

"  Baeoed,  That  pravisioa  ought  to  be  made  b;  Uw 

for  eslaUishing  snch  repilatlons  as  may  be  necesssiy 
sseertain  the  nstma  and  degree  of  such  disabilities, 
id  tbe  annual  aUowance  to  be  made  for  the  aasie." 
The  House  adopted  the  resolutions,  and  referred 

them  to  a  select  committee,  with  i    '"     '" 

report  a  bill. 


TansaDAT,  February  7. 

A  mesBUge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Heose 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  <^  Ac  fiftii  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  commitleB  to  ascertain  and  report  a 
mode  of  eximining  die  votes  for  pBEaiuBNT  and 
Vice  PaESiOENT,  and  of  notifying  the  persons  who 
shall  be  elected,  of  their  election,  and  for  regulat- 
ing the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  eulministetiu 
the  oath  of  office  to  tbe  President  ;  and  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  diet  puipose  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Boobvb,  from  the  ccHumittee  (o 
whom  were  referred  the  memorials  o)  the  manu- 
facturers of  cordag^  lines,  twine,  and  packthread, 
of  Philadelphia  and  Providence,  made  a  report ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  m  referred  to  tbe 
etmsidemtion  of  a  CMinoittee  of  the  Wbide  House 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  oa  the  bill  providing  eompenaa- 
tioa  to  the  PnEaiDBnT  and  Vice  PanainBNT  or 
TUB  United  Statbb;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairraan  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
aevcndly  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Honse. 

And  then  a  motion  being  made  and  seconded 
further  to  amend  the  said  bul  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  following  section, 

"  And  be  iifitrther  ertadedt  That  this  set  shall  con- 
tinae  in  farce  for,  mnd  daring  the  term  o^  four  years, 
from  the  third  d^ of  Much  neit,  and  no  longer; 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  27,  nays  33,  as 
follows: 

Tais. — John  Baptjat  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Wdltaiti  Findle;,  William  B.  Giles,  James 
Ooidsii,  AnAew  Gregg,  Ssmoel  OrillNa,  Willisin  Bsr- 
ly  Drove,  TboaMu  Bnttay,  Daniel  Hcaitn-,  Israel 
^eohs,  Awoa  KitdieU,  Kk^sid  Blsnd  Lee,  NadtanM 
MsBOB,  Jawes  Madison,  John  Pnntii  Mercct.  Andrcnr 
Moose,  FVednriA  Augustas  Mnhbnbesg,  Joaiah  Psifcar, 
CsmsBea  C.  Jcbesumshef,  Patia  Q|iiiJa>ii,  John  8«sels, 
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Tbomu  Sumptei,  Thooiu  TiadwuU,  Abnibm  VanaMa, 
and  Alexander  White, 

Nttt. — FUher  Amea,  Robert  Bunwell.  Egbert  Ben- 
aon,  Eliu  Boodiaot,  SheujaMbah  Boume,  Benjamm 
Boume,  JoDsthan  Dayton,  Thomaa  Fitxnmoiu,  Elbridse 
Gerry,  Nicholaa  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Chhalo- 
pherGreenup,  JameaRiUhouee,  William  Hbdmao,  Da- 
niel Huger,  Philip  Key,  John  Laiiraiice,Amaaa  Learned, 
Georga  Leonard,  Samuel  Liiermore,  Williun  Vans 
Mnnay,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  John  Page,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Jonathan  Slurgea,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tndor 
Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadeworth,  Artemu  Ward,  and 
Hugh  Willianuon. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  said  bill,  with  the  amejad- 
meats,  be  eogrossed,  and  read  the  ihiid  time  to- 

Mr.  Key.  frocn  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duty  on  a 
Juanlity  of  wines^  the  property  of  Woodtop  and 
Dseph  Sims;  which  was  received,  and  read  t~''~ 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Benjahin  Bodrhe.  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon 
Thayer';  which  was  leceired,  read  twice  aod 
committed. 

Mr.  Key,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
senied  a  bill  to  refund  to  Jacob  Bell  certain  d) 
on  pickled  fiih;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Heaton; 
'^^ereupon. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  adrisahle  liiat  the  several 
impost  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they 
may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duly  on  horses,  and 
other  useful  beaats  imported  into  the  United  States 
for  breed,  be  repealed. 

Ordertd,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Benson. 
Mr.  Sbdqwiok,  and  Mr.  Madison,  do  prepare  and 
brinK  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolTed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  sixteenth  of  April 
last,  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newarl^  in 
New  Jersey;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  tliat  the  Committee  had 
had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  come 
to  no  resolution  thereupon. 

FsiDAY,  February  8. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  compensation  to  the 
Prehidekt  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sylvester,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  BUjah  Boatwick ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  late  American 
Atmv,  now  residing  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 
in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  said  Army,  wai  pre- 
seAted  to  the  Hoose  and  read,  praying  that  the  de- 
preciation which  accrued  on  the  certificates  (rf* 
debt  granted  them  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war,  may  be  made  good,  or  such  other  ralief 


afforded  them  as  the  preaent  circimistances  of  the 
United  Stales  will  admit. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia^  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  stating  the  moonveniences  under  which  they 
labor  from  the  number  of  sick  and  disabled  aea^ 
men  that  daily  frequent  that  port,  and  praying  ihat 
a  tax  may  be  imposed  on  all  vesseb  or  seamen,  for 
the  purpose  of  eetablishing,  in  or  near  the  seaport 
towns  <H  the  United  States,  marine  hospitals,  for 
the  reception  and  support  of  sick  ahd  disabled  sea- 
men ;  or  that  sQch  other  regulations  may  be  ad<^- 
ed,  as  ID  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom 
is  commitied  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  in- 
firm seamen. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  make  provisioB  o€ 
half-pay  to  the  widows  and  orphan*  of  certain 
officers;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideratian,  and  made  iieTeral 
amendments  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendoieoii, 
do  lie  on  the  taUe. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  die  bilL  entitled  'An 
act  relative  to  claims  against  the  United  Slates, 
not  barred  by  any  act  of  Umitatiou,  and  which 
have  not  been  already  adjusted,"  with  an  amend- 
m^ii;  to  which  Aey  desire  the  concarrenee  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  considerthe  saidamewl* 
mmi ;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  lees  in  tb« 
Trea.iury  Department,  for  the  transfer  of  poblie 
securities,  and  that  Mr.  Clears,  Mr.  FiHnLBT,  and 
Oebry,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  remission  cf 
the  duty  on  a  quantity  of  wine«,  the  property  of 
Woodrop  and  JosepU  Sims ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  repiMted  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  e<»3idera- 
tion,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto.  And,  on 
the  question  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time,  it  passed  in  the  negative ;  nnd 
so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disaeree  to  the  bill,  entttlad  "An 
act  for  determining  the  Northern  boundary  of  the 
territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State 
of  North  Carolina."  The  Senate  hare  puaed  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  enrolling  and  lieensiitg 
ships  or  veseeb  lo  be  employed  m  the  eoastinc 
bvde  and  fineries,  and  for  regulating  the  same," 
with  several  amendments ;  to  whicn  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Saturuai,  February  9. 

A  petition  of  the  French  inhabitants  of  Oallio- 

polis  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pray- 
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iiw  that  the  title  to  cctUud  lands  in  the  lertil(»y 
oithe  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
.which  they  purchased  from  the  agent  of  the  Scioto 
Company,  in  179Q,  may  be  confirmed  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  l>e  lefeired  to 
Mr.  Wadsworth,  Mr.  Sedowice,  Mr.  Fihdley, 
Mr.  White,  and  Mi.  BARNWELLi  that  they  doex- 
amioe  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  their  opinion 
thereupon^  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  Georgia  Une  of 
the  late  Army  of  the  United  States,  on  behalf  of 
themselves  and  the  non-commissioned  officerssnd 
soldiers  of  the  said  line,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  the  depreciation  which  ac- 
crued on  tne  certificates  of  d^t  granted  them  for 
military  services,  during  the  tale  war,  may  be 
made  good,  or  such  other  relief  aSbrded  them  as 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  United  Stales 
will  admit.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  projwsed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''  An.  act  for  enrolli 
ajid  licensing  ships  or  vesseb  to  be  employed 
the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries  and  for  r^pila ting 
the  same,"  De  referred  to  Mr.  GoonnuB,  Iku.  Fit£- 
smOMS,  and  Mr.  Parker;  that  they  do  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  mto  a  Ci 


fkcturers  of  cordage,  lines,  twine,  and  packthread, 
of  Philadelphia  and  Providenee ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under  con- 
sideration,  and  directed  him  to  report  to  the  House 
their  disagreement  to  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port; and,  on  the  question,  that  the  Housedoagree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their 
disagreement  to  the  sarae ;  it  passed  in  the 
affiimative ;  and  so  the  said  memorials  were  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Clahk,  from  the  conuuittee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  establish  fees  to  be  paid  on  the 
transfer  of  public  securities;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  GoonHDE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  enrolling 
and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade  andfisheries,andregulBtuig  the 
same,"  made  a  report;  and,  the  same  being  read, 
the  Hi>nse  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  report 
and  amendments:  Whereupon, 

Seaolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Lewis  Garanger.  for  military  services  rendered 
during  the  late  war." 

Mom  n  AT,  February  11. 


The  Sfeaeek  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  respecting  a  tax  im- 
posed on  the  proprietors  of  the  lines  of  stages,  by 
a  late  law  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  that  part  of 
the  PRBaineitT's  Speech  which  relates  to  the 
transmission  <^  newspapers,  and  report  whether 
any,  and  what,  alterations  may  be  necessary  in  the 
act  passed  last  session,  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Post  Office. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  compensation  for  the  Pbesidbnt 
and  Vice  pRBBinaHT  of  the  United  States." 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Hotue  on  so  much  of  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  the  third  of  De- 
cember last,  as  relates  to  a  plan  for  the  redemption 
of  the  Public  Debt    The  Report  beinff  read  :' 

Mr.  Giles  adverted  to  the  imperfect  state  of 
the  information  before  the  House,  relatire  to  the 
state  of  the  funds,  particularly  as  the  resolutions 
calling  for  this  information  h&d  not  yet  been  com- 
plied with,  and  be  was  apprehensive  the  requisite 
statements  would  not  be  furnished  during  the  pre- 
sent session :  this  being  the  state  of  things,  he 
thought  the  Committee  were  not  in  a  situation  to 
go  into  a  discussion  of  the  subjects  of  the  new 
loans  and  new  taxes,  without  further  lisht ;  he 
moved  therefore  thai  the  Committee  should  rise. 
This  motion  was  seconded. 

Mr.  FiTZBiMOits  was  opposed  to  the  motion- 
Afler  briefly  stating  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  general  expectation  of  the  people  that 
something  would  be  done  the  present  sessionrela- 
tive  to  a  provision  for  reducing  the  Public  Debt, 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  avail  itself  of  lie 
right  reserved  to  it  of  paying  off  a  port  of  the 
Debt,  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  the  material  in- 
formation already  received  from  the  Secretary, 
the  actual  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  &c._,  concludea 
by  saying,  that  he  hoped  the  Committee  would 
not  nse,  but  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  subject, 
take  up  the  propositions  offered  by  the  Secretary, 
and  adopt  or  reject  them,  as  their  merits  shidl 
dictate,  or  agree  to  others  which  may  be  brought 
forward  by  any  member  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  BiiiTH,  of  South  Carolina,  alluding  to  the 
Speech  of  thePsBsineNT  ofthe  United  Stateb, 
respecting  this  particular  object,  and  the  answer 
of  the  House  thereto,  gave  a  short  account  of  the 
proffiess  of  the  buuness  in  the  House ;  it  had  been 
neglected  ever  since  the  30th  November,  though 
the  Secretary's  Report  has  been  in  its  pwsession 
— er  since  that  penod. 

For  the  Commillee  then  to  rise,  would  be  tan- 
tamount to  a  relinquishment  of  the  object  of  the 
present  session.  He  stated  several  particulars  to 
show  that  it  was  probable  the  existing  ftmds  would 
be  adequate  to  the  object  in  some  degree,  without 
being  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  new  taxes.  He 
said,  that  he  had  been  informed  a  gentleman  of 
the  Committee  had  prepared  some  resolutions  re- 
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larive  to  the  subject ;  he  boped,  therefore,  that 
Uie  Committee  trauM  not  rise,  but  thai  the  gen- 
tleman  would  produce  his  resolutions ;  that  the 
Committee  would  take  them  into  consideration, 
and  at  least  take  such  steps  in  the  matter  as 
would  manifest  some  disposition  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  and  justify  the  professions 
made  by  so  great  a  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Legisbiure. 

Mr.  OiLBB  repeated  bis  objections,  arising  from 
the  imperfect  state  of  the  information  before  the 
House:  Bdrerting  to  the  PaBsiDenT's  Speech, 
he  said,  the  propositions  before  the  Committee 
were  in  direct  apposition  to  the  Speech.  The 
Speech  does  not  Conrcmplate  any  new  taxes,  but 
the  reverse.  The  propositioas  djiectly  propose 
them.  He  was  as  much  disposed  as  any  member 
10  go  into  measures  for  a  reluction  of'  the  Debt ; 
it  was  an  object  he  much  desired ;  but  he  called 
on  gentlemen  to  show  bow  this  could  be  done 
with  any  prtiprietv,  when-  the  most  important  and 
moM  necessary  infcrmatiOB  respecting  the  foods 
is  not  in  their  possession. 

Mr.  LAnRAifCB  adverted  to  the  resolutions 
brought  fbrward  a  few  days  "Jace  by  Mr.  Giles; 
and  going  over  them  one  by  one,  he  asked  what 
connexion  the  present  subject  had  with  a  solu- 
tion of  the  pttncrpal  part  of  the  inquiries  con- 
tained in  those  resolutions?  The  most  import- 
ant informBtion  expected  ftoxa  the  requisitions 
contained  m  the  resolutions,  he  observed,  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  House,  particulariy  that 
whicn  had  any  bearing  on  the  present  matter.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  motion  for  the  Committee's 
rising. 

Mr.  Mercer  said    he  saw  no  good  end  that 


mi.  ivit^HVKP  mtiu,   ur    saw    qu    j^ 

would  reauM  fVom  the  Committee's 
he  the  least  snspieion  that  the 


ling.    Had 

.     project  of  ihe  Se 

cretary  of  the  Treasury  would  be  adopted,  hi 


would  be  one  of  the  last  that  would  rise  in  sup- 
iport  of  a  motion  to  go  into  the  discussion  at  the 
present  time;  hut  he  had  no  such  eipectarion. 
Re  then  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the  docu- 
ments before  the  House,  received  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  ;  he  observed  they  were 
inaccurate,  defective,  and  imperfect ;  they  do  not 
furnish  the  requisite  information  hg  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  public  moneys  which  have  been 
already  paid  by  the  people.  He  showed  the  im- 
propriety of  laying  any  new  taxes  until  satis&ction 
was  had  relative  to  the  sums  already  paid ;  the 
people  would  not  consider  their  interest  consulted 
until  this  was  done.  He  then  urged  several  rea- 
sons in  favor  of  a  postponement  of  a  permcmeiii 
provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  PuUic  Debt, 
till  a  more  competent  representation  was  on  the 
floor  i  that  it  was  extremely  improper  for  the  re- 
UqucB  of  an  imperfect  representation  at  Ae  close 
of  the  session  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  so 
important  business.  He  professed  his  wishes  that 
provision  diould  be  made  for  the  redaction  of  the 
PuUic  Debt,  and  concluded  by  suggesting,  that  a 
temporary  provision  only  be  made  the  present  sik- 
aion  i  further  than  this,  he  thought,  it  would  be 
improper  to  go  in  the  present  state  of  aSairs. 
Mr.  FrrzBiHOXB  observed,  ibat  the  gentleman 


last  speaking  furnished  him  with  an  opporttraity 
'o  suggest  to  the  consideratbn  of  the  Conimittee 
lome  ideas  he  had  revolved  in  his  own  miod  re- 
pecting  a  lemiwrary  provision.  He  then  pointed 
lut  resources  within  the  control  of  the  Legislature 
that  might  be  applied  to  this  object,  without  recur- 
ring to  new  taxes,  specifying  the  sum  that  would 
be  wanted  to  begin  the  operation ;  he  mentioned  a 
particular  surplus  and  the  Bank  dividend  as  being 
-.d equate  to  the  object. 

Mr.  CuRK  said,  he  wanted  information  as  well 
.9  the  gentleman  from  Vii^nia ;  but  he  saw  no 
ise  in  the  Committee's  rising;  they  would  get  up 
where  they  sat  down,  if  they  should  now  rise. 
He  wished  the  propositions  which  had  been  men- 
tioned were  brought  forward,  that  they  might  be 
considered ;  but  there  was  another  subject  wfaich 
eh  thou^thad  a  prior  claim  toattention.snd  (bat 
was  the  debt  due  the  Bank :  io  December  that  bu- 
siness was  pushed  with  great  zeal ;  sibce  that  time 
nothing  had  been  said  about  it ;  (his  appeared  mys- 

Mr.  La  01 

Mtter  resp        ^  

subject  had  been  suspended,  in  order  that  ttie 
House  might  receive  complete  lufbrmation  as  to 

the  stale  of  the  public  funds. 

Mr.  PaoE  offered  some  general  remarks  on  die 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which 
he  said,  were  considered  by  many  jjersons  as  ex- 
'n^tionable  in  ail  its  parts.  He  had  his ohjectiont 

It.  He  wished-  the  whole  subject  to  revert  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  and  had 
therefore  seconded  the  motion  fat  the  Committee 
o  rise,  as  the  most  delicate  mode  of  giving  the 
iubject  the  go  by. 

Mr.  Madison  defended  an  observation  brouglit 
forward  by  Mr.GtLEB,  which  was,  that  there  was 
a  manifest  impmpriety  in  bringing  forward  ab- 
Btracl  propositions  for  discussion,  w^en  it  was  uot 
known  what  consequences  were  involved  in  the 
adoption  of  those  propositions.  Mr.  M*.dison 
stated  a  varietj^  of  particulars  to  show  that  such 
abstract  propositions  are  improper.  He  professed 
his  wishes  that  some  provrsion  should  oe  made 
for  reducing  Ihe  debt ;  ne  believed  his  colteague 
was  sincere  in  his  professions  to  the  same  pur- 
pose. He  recapitulated  some  of  the  objectiims 
arising  from  the  imperfect  state  of  the  Informa- 
tion before  the  House. 

Mr.  Giles  withdrew  bis  motion  ;  hi«  object  in 
doing  so  was  to  give  an  opportunitv  for  bnuginr 
forward  the  propositions  which  had  been  alluded 
to. 

Mr.  PiTZfHMona,  after  offering  some  remarkrln 
answer  (o  observations  which  had  been  made, 
tending  to  impeach  his  consistency  and  ^neerily 
in  the  present  case,  read  two  propositions,  the 
purport  of  which  is,  that  an  annual  fund  be  con- 
ttiiuted,to  consist  of  one  hundred  and  three  thou- 
tand  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars  and  six 


dred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be  made. 

,    l^ese  being  read  by  the  Ghairman,  Mr.  OiLve 

renewed  his  motion  fit  Ae  Oonninttee  to  rise. 
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Mr.  Madison  objected  to  these  resolutioas,  as 
beiiW  abstract  propositions. 

Mr.  Venable  objecteil  to  them ;  he  informed 
tbe  Committee  that  in  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion he  should  move  toap^ilv  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
the  obttct  now  under  consideiation. 

Mr.MERCEB  objected  to  diverting  tJie  Sinking 
Pond  from  its  appropriate  olflecL 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  pcogress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  lajgain. 

EXAMINING  VOTES  FOR  PREeaDBNT.dcc 

Mr.  William  Smith  from  the  commlltee  ap- 
pointed On  the  part  of  this  House,  Jointly,  with  a 
■""  s  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Sena.e,  to 

ind  report  a  mode  01  examining  the  votes 

for  pBEsimsT  and  Ticb  Phesidbht  of  flie United 
States,  and  for  other  pwpoa^a  expressed  in  the 
resolution  of  the  fifth  insiabt,  made  a  report;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
follows : 

"  That  tbc  two  Houses  ahall  awemble  in  the  Senate 
ClwnibeT  on  Wedneiday  neit,  H  twelTe  o'clock :  Thu 
two  peraoni  be  appointed  toHen  on  the  p«il  of  tht* 
Honae,  to  make  ■  bat  of  the  vote1.a4.the;  aball  be  de- 
dared  :  that  the  leault  shall  be  debvcred  to  the  Pbui- 
nKHT  of  die  Senate,  who  shall  announce  die  state  oTdie 
vote,  and  the  peraons  elected,  to  bodi  Uouaea,  aaMmlded 
aa  aJbreMid,  which  ahall  be  deemed  a  deelantion  of  the 
jteraona  elected  PaEiiDEiiT  and  Vica  PainDiWr,  and, 
togedter  wilb  a  liat  of  the  vote*,  h«  entered  on  the 
JovmaJ  oTthe  two  Houkea." 

Ordend,  That  Mi.  William  S with,  and  Mr. 
tdtuRAJicE,  be  aiQiointed  tellers  00  the  partof  this 
House,  pnrsuant  10  the  said  report. 

TttfiSDAT,  February  12, 
Mr.  Benson,  from  the  committee  appointed, 

eiesented  a  bill  for  repealing  the  several  impost 
ws  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they  may  be 
deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on  useful  beasts  import- 
ed for  breed,  and  for  remitting  the  duties  hereto- 
fore accrued  on  such  importation^,  in  the  ~  ~  ~ 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eli- 
jah Bostwick ;  and,  after  some  time  spint  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  COnlmittee  had 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an 
amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Hou^e. 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tliat  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  report  of  the 
Joint  Committee  appointed  to  ascertain  and  report 
a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Presiident  and 
Vice  pRBaioENT  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
other  purposes  expressed  in  the  resolution  of  the 
fifth  instant,  and  have  appointed  a  teller  on  their 
part,  parsuant  to  the  said  report, 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  so  much  of  the  Report 
Sd  Con— Sfi 


of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  the  third 
of  December  last,  as  relates  to  a  plan  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  Public  Debt;  and,  after  some 
dme  spent  therein,  the'  Committee  roue,  repotted 
progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

WEDMEeoAY,  February  13. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Bost- 
wick was  read  the  third  lioe,  a&d  passea. 

The  House  resolved  itself  mto  a  Cominiltee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  refund  to  Jacob 
Bell  certain  duties  on  pickled  fish ;  and,  at^er  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossea,  and 
read  the  third  lime  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  make  compensa- 
tion to  Alexander  Contee  Hanson ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  madeaeveTBl  dineAdinefats  thereto; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  toby 
the  House. 

And  on  the  question,  that  the  said  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  he  engrossed  and  read  the  tkiid  time, 
it  jiassed  in  tne  negative;  and  bo  the  said  bill  was 
rejected. 
V0TE8  FOR  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRB- 
SIHfiNT. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  a  Presibest  of  the  Senate  is  riected  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  opening  the  certificates,  and  count- 
ing the  votes  of  tne  several  States,  in  the  choice  of 
a  PsEBrDBHT  and  Vice  Pbebident  of  the  United 
States;  and  (bat  the  Senate  is  now  t«ady,  in  the 
Senate  Chamber,  to  attend,  with  this  House,  on 
that  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  SPeakob,  attended  by  the 
House,  do  now  withdraw  to  the  Seaate  Chamber, 
for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the  said  message. 

The  SpEAKEB  accordingly  left  the  Chair,  and, 
Attended  by  the  House,  withdrew  to  the  Senate 
Chamber,  and,  after  some  time,  returned  to  the 
House. 

The  Sfbacer  resumed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  William  Shitb  and  Mr.  Lacrahce  then 
delivered  in,  al  the  Clerit's  tahkya  list  of  the  votes 
of  the  Ellectorsofthe  several  States,  in  the  choice 
of  a  Pbesident  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  as  the  same  were  declared  by  the  Prebi- 
dent  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate 
and  of  this  House;  which  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
tered on  the  Journal,  and  is  as  follows: 

FOR  GBORGB  WASHINeTtm. 
New  Hampshire         -  -  -  -      6 

Massachusetts 16 

Rhode  Island  -  -  -  -  -      4 

Connecticut    -  -  -  -  -      9 

Vermont         -  -  -  -  -      3 

New  York 12 

New  Jersey     -  -  -  -  -      t 

Pennsylvania  -  -  -  -  -    15 

L.gnzoa,  Google 
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Delaware 
MarjrUnd 

Kentucky 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Georgia 


FOR  JOHN  ADAM8. 

New  Hampshire         -           •           -  -  6 

Massachusetts-           •           -           •  -  IS 

Rhode  Island 4 

Connecticut    -           -           -           -  -  9 

Vermont         ■           ■           -           -  -  3 

New  Jersey     -           -           -           -  -  7 

Pennsylvania  -           -           -         *  -  -  14 

Delaware       -           -           -           -  -  3 

Maryland        -           -           -           -  -  8 

South  Cuolina          -           -           -  -  7 

77 
FOR  OEORQE  CLINTON. 

New  York 13 

Pemuylrania  -          -          -          -          -  1 

Virginia          -           -           -           -           -  21 

North  Carolina           -           -           -           •  iS 

Georgia          -           -           -           -           -  4 

50 
FOB  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 
Kentucky        -  -  -  -  -      4 

FOR  AARON  BURR. 
South  Carolina  -  -  -  -      1 

The  SpGAKEslaid  before  the  House  two  Letters 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  first  ao- 
companyiog  copies  of  certain  powers,  instructions, 
statements,  and  correspondence,  in  relation  to  fo- 
reign loans,  transmitted  pursuant  to  the  resoUilionii 
of  this  House,  of  the  23d  ultimo)  the  second  of  the 
said  Letters,  accompanying  three  several  state- 
ments in  relation  to  the  SinkioK  Fund,  uid 
other  statements  of  cash  in  the  Treasury  during 
the  years  1791  and  1792,  also  transmined  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  resolutions;  which  were  partly 

TuDMBAT,  Febraary  14. 

Mr.  WAt)8W0RTR,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  the  French  inhabit- 
ants of  Galliopohs,  made  a  report;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hou^c 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  abill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplemevtary  to  the  Kct,  en  titled 'Auacttoprovide 
more  effectually  for  the  collectioa  of  the  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  (roods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
ruige  of  ships  or  vessels;"  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House ;  also,  that  the  Se- 
nate have  agreed  to  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  jointly,  with  a  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 


UEKT,  and  tonotify  tohim  of  his  unanimous  re-elec- 
tion to  the  office  of  President  of  the  Umitbi> 
States. 

Mr.  William  Suits,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port the  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Pbbsi- 
DBNT  and  V[CE  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes  expressed  in  the  resolution 
of  the  5ih  instant,  made  a  repon;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

RemAved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  hy  lite 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  PBEsinENT,  and  to  notify 
him  of  his  unanimous  re-election  to  the  office  (n 
President  or  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Ma- 
Di8on,and  Mr.  Laobahce,  be  of  the  said  commit- 
tee,-oa  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Letters 
and  statements  communicated  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  yesterday,  and  made  fuithei  pro- 
gress therein. 

Friday,  Febrirary  15. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  refund  to  Jacob  Bell  cer- 
tain duties  on  pickled  fish,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  printent 
and  booksellers  of  the  citv  of  Philadelphia,  made 
a  report;  which  was  reaa,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  lo 
whom  is  committed  the  bill  for  r^aling  the  se- 
veral impost  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as 
they  may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on  useful 
beasts  imported  for  breed,  ai>d  for  remitting  the 
duties  heretofore  accrued  on  such  imponationa,  iit 
the  cases  where  they  have  only  been  secured  to 

Mr.  Greenup,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  placing  on  the  pension  list 
such  officers  and  privates  of  the  militia  as  may  be 
wounded  and  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  the  third  time,  and  com- 

Ordered.  That  the  hill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessek,'" 
be  committed  to  Messrs. GooDHCE,HiNDMAN,«nd 
Jeremiab  Smith. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Letters 
and  statements  communicated  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  on  Wednesday  last,  and  weitt 
through  the  same. 

Mr.  Benson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  lo 
establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,'" 
reported  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
read,and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Conunittee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 


v.^,. 
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Mr.  Giles,  rrom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted,  od  the  14th  of  November  lint,  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  intiuiTe  ioio 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  under 
Major  General  Si.  Clair,  made  a  revisionary  re- 
port; which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  first 
report,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Wednes- 
day next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  Dtomote  the  progress  of  Dseful  Arts,  and 
t  lieretofore  made  for  that  ptu- 
**  w^ith  several  amendments;  to  which  tney 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  ihesaid  amend- 
ments, and,  the  same  bein^  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wtlliam  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  join  the  committee  appointed  on.  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  FHEeiDENT,  and 
to  notify  him  of  his  unanimous  re-election  to  the 
<^ce  of  PsEeiDBNT  OF  TBS  Uh  1TB D  STATES,  re- 
ported that  the  committee  had  performed  that 


■,  February  16. 
TRANSFER  OP  PUBLIC  SECUMTIEe. 
The  House  lesotred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  establish  fees  to 
be  paid  on  the  transfer  of  public  securities. 

The  bill  was  read  by  the  Chairman.  An  amend- 
ment wa^p.^uposed,  which  w^j  to  strike  out  the 
last  line  of  the  bill,  and  to  subsutuie  a  dau-ie  pro- 
viding for  the  disposal  of  the  fees,  which  are  to  be 
received  by  the  ComptroUei  of  the  Treasury  and 
ihe  Loan  Offices. 

Mr.  FiTzaiHONa  said  he  did  not  know  whether 
he  should  vote  for  the  bill  or  not  At  present  he 
had  his  doubts  on  the  expediency  of  departing 
from  a  principle  established  iu  the  Gorenuneat, 
which  is,  that  public  officers  should  be  compen- 
sated  for  their  services  without  heiuc  authorized 
to  receive  any  fees.  This  principle  has  been  ad- 
hered to  in  all  cases  where  it  was  practicable; 
and  it  must  appear  the  most  eligible  mode,  when 
it  Is  considered  how  difficult  it  is  to  guard  against 
abuses  and  frauds.  He  considered  it  womd  be 
extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  provide 
adequate  checks. 

Mr.  Benson  objected  to  the  provision,  gene- 
rally. He  considered  it  as  laying  a  lai  on  a  par- 
ticular $[)ecies  of  property  already  encumbered 
with  various  restrictions,  in  reaped  to  which 
there  is  no  option  left  to  one  of  the  parties.  The 
Oovernment  has  prescribed  for  its  own  security  a 
particular  process  in  the  subject  of  transferimg 
public  certificates.  He  saw  no  reason  in  imposing 
a  tax  in  addition  to  these  regulations. 

Mr.  Davton  (in  replying  to  Mr.  Fitzsihonb) 
observed,  that  the  process  oi  making  the  transfers, 
at  the  several  Loan  Offices,  would  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity to  provide  complete  and  adequate  checks 
Against  any  abuse  in  the  transaction,  or  embezzle- 
ment of  the  fees;  the  names  of  the  parties  are  al- 
ways entered  in  boohs  kept  for  the  purpose,  and 


these  would  furnish  the  necesBarycrit«rions.  With 
respect  lo  the  objection  arising  from  the  provision's 
operating  as  a  tax,  he  conceived  it  did  not  apply 
with  any  greater  force  than  what  might  be  urged 
against  fees  imposed  on  deeds,  &c.  Mr.  O.  con- 
ceived that,  as  a  host  of  clerks  were  employed  in 
the  Treasury  Department  on  this  business  oi^trans- 
fer,  which  was  done  for  the  benefit  of  individuals, 
be  thought  it  no  more  than  reasonable  that  they 
should  pay  the  expense. 

Mr.  Clabk  fallowed  Mr.  Datton  in  a  train  of 
simitar  observations.  He  said  be  saw  no  difficulty 
a  the  case;  the  expense  will  fall  on  the  specula- 
Mr.  Stokoes  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
ill  would  operate  as  an  infraction  of  the  law. 


that  law  does  not  contemplate  any 
charge  being  paid  by  the  proprietors  of  public 
securities  for  tranaferring  tne  certificates;  thev 

lupposed  that  they  would  be  clogged  with 

;h  charge.  In  this  view  of  the  suojecl,  he 
should  be  opposed  to  the  bilL 
Mr.  Benboh  replied  to  Mr.  DArroN'a  remarks 
I  th«  tax  inuxMed  oq  deeds;  he  said  the  cases 
are  not  parallel.  In  the  tvesent  case,  there  is  no 
option  to  the  public  creaitore;  the  Government 
has  already  prescribed  how  this  business  shall  be 
done;  it  must  therefore  be  considered  as  a  breach 
of  the  rights  of  the  creditors.  With  respect  to 
the  expenses  filling  excloaively  on  speculaton, 
he  said  the  gentleman  was  mistaken,  and  men- 
tioned an  instance  to  show  that  persons  who  are 
not  speculators  will  be  subject  to  the  tax.  Mr.  B. 
doubted  the  propriety,  however,  of  a  regulation 
which  should  operate  so  partially.  He  very  much 
doubted  the  legality  of  framing  a  tax  that  should 
be  pointed  at  any  class  of  citizens  in  particular. 

Mr.  Mebceel  after  a  few  introductory  remarks 
on  the  general  utility  of  public  institutions,  and 
the  obligation  which  every  citizen  is  under  to 
support  them,  remarked,  that  however  true  thb 
principle  is,  yet  it  is  but  just  that  those  who  de- 
~*"~  peculiar  personal  advantages  from  tt^ese  in- 


ooserved,  that  on  this  principle  he  thought  the 
provision  contemplated  by  the  bill  was  reasonable 
and  just.  With  respect  to  taxing  the  property  in 
the  funds,  he  remarked,  that  the  subject  involved 
the  most  extensive  considerations.  He  should  not 
at  present  enter  into  a  discussion  of  them;  but,  he 
observed,  that  it  was  clearly  his  opinion  that  that 
species  of  property  was  liable  to  taxation  in  com- 
mon with  every  other;  and  this  idea  he  said  wa^ 
sanctioned  by  the  usages  and  customs  of  nations. 
Mr.  BtBNWELL  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  particular  regulation  esublisbed  in  the  Trea- 
sury Department  was  made  for  the  public  advan- 
tage; if  so,  he  could  not  see  the  justice  of  throw- 
ing the  expense  on  individuals.  If  the  bill  should 
be  sustained,  he  contended  that  the  individuals 
should  have  the  alternative  of  transferring  or  not, 
as  is  the  case  in  respect  to  deeds.  He  shou^  there- 
fore be  opposed  to  the  bill,  unless  some  proviaion 
for  an  altTnntivB  ^hn'iM  ti^i-omiMnT  it. 
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Mr.  Oerrt  obiected  to  the  bill  on  general  prin- 
ciples. He  stated  sundry  cooaeqnences  extremely 
injuiions  to  the  public  credit^  which  mfght  be 
grafted  on  the  principle  coDlained  in  the  regula- 
tion proposed. 

Mr.  BoDuiNOT  observed,  that  when  the  propo- 
sitioD  was  fifEl  brought  forward,  he  entertained 
a  favorable  idea  of  the  provision;  he  had  not. 
however,  till  this  morninp,  crjtkatty  examined 
the  operation  of  the  principle  in  relation  to  the 
contract  between  the  Government  and  the  public 
creditors.  He  vas  indebted,  he  said,  to  the  gen- 
tleman ftom  New  York,  for  the  idea  of  an  inter- 
ference. Mr,  B.  then  analyzed  the  provision  re- 
specting the  Public  Debt,  m  order  to  show  that 
the  regulations  adopted  were  considered  as  final 
and  conclusive;  full  and  complete  provision  was 
made  to  defray  the  expense  by  the  Government; 
from  hence  he  deduced  this  consequence,  that  the 
tai  contemplated  would  have  a  retrospective  as- 
pect— would  interfere  with  the  stipulanons  of  the 
contract,  and  go  to  injuring  the  puuic  credit  essen- 
tially; for,  said  he,  if  Congress  can  lay  a  tax  on 
the  transfer  of  the  public  securities,  they  may  ex- 
tend the  principle  to  such  a  d^roe  as  to  interdict 
all  transfers  whatever,  yea,  to  taxing  the  Debt; 
an  idea  he  conceived  totally  subversive  of  public 
credit. 

Mr,  Dayton  remarked,  that  the  reasoning  of 
bis  eoUeagne,  and  of  the  gentleman  ftom  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Gbhry,]  went  toofer;  it  would  ap- 
ply to  every  species  of  imposition  whatever;  atid 
the  Government  would  thereby  be  in  effect  preclud- 
ed from  laying  any  duties  on  impost  and  tonnage. 

Mr.  8.  BoDKNE  was  in  favor  of  the  bill.    He 
cited  precedents  from  Probate  and  other  offices 
the  several  States,  to  show  that  payinc  fees  was 
customary,  and  was  submitted  to  by  the  people. 
The  parties  deriving  the  benefit,  it  is  universallv 
conceived,  shonld  bear  the  expense  incurred.  Witti 
respect  to  the  fees,  he  conceived  the  precede: 
already  established  by  the  Government;  fees 
paid  in  the  Department  of  State,  these  fees  are 
accounted  for  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
He  thought  a  similar  mode  might  be  adopted  in 
the  present  case.    Let  the  fees  be  paid  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  let  the  several 
officers  account  with  the  head  c/  the  Treasury 
Department  for  the  saiuj,  who  will  account 
the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Clark  supported  the  bill  by  further  re- 
marks. He  extended  his  ideas  to  taxing  the  publii 
securities;  this  expedient,  he  said,  ibe  public  exi 
gencies  may  possibly  require.  He  repeated  his 
observations  relative  to  the  number  of  clerks  in 
the  Treasury,  employed  on  the  business  of  trans- 
fers: the  great  expense  hereby  incurred,  he  said, 
was  for  the  advanta^  of  speculators,  of  which  a 
host  was  collected  tn  a  neiehbotitig  city,  where, 
as  from  a  centre,  they  extended  their  negotiations 
to  all  parts  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  LAtrH&ncE  said,  he  always  considered  it  as 
indicative  of  the  badness  of  a  canse,  when  a  per- 
son descends  to  general  invectives  against  putiiic 
bodies.  He  alluded  to  Mr.  Clahk'b  reflection  on 
the  City  of  New  York. 


Mr.  Clark  said,  he  had  not  mentioned  New 

ork. 

Mr.  Laurance  said,  his  remark  was  appIicaUe 

to  the  gentleman's  reflection,  let  him  refer  to  any 
city  whatever.  Mr.  L.  then  entered  into  a  general 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and  stated  the  various 
steps  of  the  proceis  prescribed  by  the  Funding  law 
in  relation  to  transfers.     The  deductions  he  drew 

ere  similar  to  those  made  by  Mr.  Benson. 

Mr.  McBRAY  was  against  the  bill.  He  thouf^t 
it  wrong  in  principle,  and,  thinking  so,  no  argu- 
ment speciously  drawn  from  a  small  gain  to  the 
public,  which  it  was  unworthy  in  them  to  de- 
mand, should  tempt  him  to  vote  for  it.  He  de- 
clared, that  when  the  bill  was  first  noticed,  his 
reflections  had  presented  the  provision  merely  in 
a  sort  of  analogy  with  fees  justly  demandea  in 
Courts,  and  in  common  civil  ofGces — as  offices  for 
the  registering  of  deeds;  but  the  moment  the  course 
of  his  reflections  had  traced  the  subject  in  that 
analogy,  he  discovered  a  strong  and  insuperable 
objection.  These  institutions,  for  the  support  of 
which  fees  were  demandable  from  such  as  bul 
business,  were  such  as  the  law  established  for  the 
intercourse  between  one  individual  and  another; 
here,  on  the  cotitninr,  the  la*  relates  to  a  pro- 
ceeding in  which  a  oebtor  puUic  is  to  transfer  its 
promissory  notes  to  individual  creditors.  The 
public  is  a  debtor,  has  isstied  negotiable  paper, 
part  of  the  valu^  of  which  depends  on  the  fkcitity 
of  negotiation;  the  necessity  of  registering  ti 


]  to  force  the  parties  t 


beinz  free  of  eipe 

pay  fees  wotild  diminish  the  value  of  the  property ; 
for,  if  it  be  an  expense  now  to  the  public,  and  that 
expense  be  intended  to  be  taxed  on  me  thing 
transferred,  it  would  amount  to  something  like 
diminishing  of  the  debt  without  dischargmg  it. 
There  is  a  solid  difference  between  laws  that  re- 
gulate fees  to  be  paid  on  the  transactions  between 
man  and  man,  and  such  as  relate  to  transactions 
like  this,  between  a  debtor  public  and  an  indivi- 
dual creditor.  If  a  debtor  constitutes  a  debt  of  a 
negotiable  kind,  and  at  the  time  of  issuing  his 
note  makes  each  transfer  necessarily  to  depend 
on  an  act  of  his  own,  he  cannot  expect  to  be  paid 
for  this;  this  quality  forms  a  part  of  the  value  he 
has  parted  from. 

The  debate  on  the  subject  was  continued  till  a 
late  hour;  several  other  gentlemen  spoke  on  the 
occasion.  The  motion  to  amend  the  bill  was  at 
length  agreed  to.  The  Committee  then  rose,  and 
reported  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 

Monday,  February  18. 
A  petition  of  the  Directors  of  the  Library  Com- 

Eany  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
itwanian  Library,  was  presented  to  the  House 


on  books  imported  for  the  use  of  public  libraries, 
may  be  repealed. 
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Ordered,  That  (he  said  petition  b«  refeiied  to 
Messrs.  FiNDLBi,  Laubandb,  and  Mnfia«v ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  tam&  with  their  opmion  thereupon  to  theHouse. 

Mr.  MoBBtT.  from  (he  commiltAe  appointed  to 
take  into  consideialioD  that  pert  of  the  Pbesi- 
DBMT'a  Speech  which  relatea  to  the  transmission 
of  newapapeis,  and  report  whether  any,  and  what, 
altaratioos  may  be  Becesaary  in  the  act  paused  last 
aeesioD  for  the  regulation  of  the  Post  Office,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  read.  Rod  ordered  to  be  ooio- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  od  the  bill  seat  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "Au  act  in  addition  (o  tbe  act,  enti- 
tled 'Aa  act  CO  establish  tbe  Judicial  Courts  of  the, 
United  States  i"  and,  atler  some  lime  spenti 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Coatinit- 
tee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  ani| 
made  several  amendments  thereto ;  which  were', 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  saidbill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  tbe  pRESinEHT 
OF  THE  United  States,  laying  before  Comrressa 
report  and  plat  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
Stales  on  tiie  Potomac^  as  given  in  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  that  Territory,  together  with  a  Let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  accompa- 
nied them.  The  papers  referred  to  in  the  Mes- 
sage  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

TtTEBDAT,  Februrary  19. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  and  traders  of 
Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  waa 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  stating  the  dis- 
advantages which  attend  the  operation  of  the  ei- 
lEting  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
praymg  that  the  same  may  be  revised  and  amend- 
ed.   Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

A  petition  of  Caleb  Newbold,  John  Black,  and 
Sarah  Newbold,  executors  of  the  last  will  and  les- 


n  of  Thomas  Coit, 
for  the  Second  Division,  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, praying  to  be  exonerated  from  the  payment 
of  a  certain  sum  of  money,  wiiich  he  collected  on 
account  of  the  duties  accruing  on  a  quantity  of 
distilled  spirits,  and  depojiited  m  his  storehouse  at 
Noiwich,  in  the  said  Slate,  as  a  place  of  safety, 
and.  which,  together  with  a  part  of  the  money  so 
d^Misited,  was  consumed  by  fire  on  the  night  of 
the  15th  ultimo. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  with  instructions 
to  examine  the  same,  and  reporthis  opinion  there- 
upon  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  paper-maker*  in  the 
States  of  Pennsvlvaaia  and  Delaware  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  so 
much  of  the  existing  revenue  laws  of  tie  United 
States  as  impose*  a  duty  on  imported  rags  used  in 


the  manutactare  of  paper,  may  be  repealed ;  and 
also,  that  the  present  duty  on  forei^pi  yuper  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  may  remam.  I^d 
on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"Raohtd,  That  the  CoQuaissioners  ibr  pnrchanitg 
tbe  Public  Debt  be  directed  to  lay  before  thu  Hoaw  ■ 
■tateaient  of  all  thaii  piooeedin^  not  heretofore  fiir- 

A  motion  was  made,  and  tbe  (question  being 
put,  to  amend  the  said  original  motion,  by  insert- 
ing, after  the  word  "House,"  tbe  words,  "their 
resolves  as  Commissioners,  approved  by  the  Phb- 
81DENT  OP  THE  United  States,  together  with;" 
it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  30,  nays  31,  a* 

Y)t*s<— FiiAer  Anua,  John  B>[ttirt  Adie,  Hobert 
Bamwdl,  Efbert  BeBwn,  Bins  Boudfaun,  ^ea^a- 
Aub  BoWme,  Benjamin  Bonme,  Jonathui  Dayton,  Tho- 
mu  flliainioiiB,  Ntdudai  GOman,  BaqBiniD  Oood- 
hae,  Jtmea  Onrdon,  Btmuel  Qriffin,  Thomu  Harikr, 
Jenua  HiUboiue,  Danid  Eager,  Amdd  KjIcImH,  Jdu 
Wilkaa  Kittcra,  John  Lamanoe,  Amnne  hMmtt, 
Oaotgu  Leonard,  Samiuil  Lirenmse,  Nathanid  Nitee, 
llieodore  Sedgwick,  Petar  Syliraatai,  John  Bteek,  Jo. 
Bathan  BnugM,  Genga  Thaldw,  JnM&iah  Wade, 
worth,  and  Artcmae  WanL 

Niiiv— Abraham  Baldwin,  Abnbam  CUA,  WiUiBM 
rmdle;,  Blbndge  Oeny,  William  B.  Gilea,  Chiisloiiber 
Gieenof ,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry.  Omvb,  Daniel 
Heiatei,  William  Hindmin,  Philip  Key,  Ridiard  Bland 
Lee,  Nalbaniet  Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Pranci* 
Menair,  Jdin  Milladge,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Au- 
guHtui  Muhlenbere,  William  Vans  Mnmy,  Alexan- 
der D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Jomah  Parker,  Comeliue  C. 
Behoonmaker,  Jeremuh  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Thomaa 
Snmpter,  Thomas  TredweQ,  Thomaa  Tndor  Tadler, 
Abraham  VenaUe,  AJeiander  White,  and  Pnnda 
WiUia. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  to  amend  the  said  original  motion, 
by  striking  out  the  words  "not  heretofore  fur- 
nished," and  inserting,  in  Ijeu  thereof,  the  words 
"  under  tbe  acta  for  the  reduction  of  tbe  Public 
Debt,  since  the  date  of  tbe  purchases  mentioned 
in  their  last  report:" — it  passed  in  the  negative- 
yeas  18,  nays  43,  aa  follows: 

Tus.— Fiaher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
ion,  Eliaa  Boudinot,  Shea^aabub  Bourne,  Be^iainin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benja- 
min Goodbae,  John  Lauiance,  Amasa  Learned,  Oeoi^ 
Leonard,  Samuel  Livennore,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jo- 
nathan Sturgea,  George  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadt- 
worth,  and  Artemaa  Ward. 

Nii8.--John  Baptiat  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin, 
Abraham  Clark,  William  Findley.  Thomas  Fitiaimona, 
Elhridge  Genj,  WilKam  B.  GUea,  James  Gordon, 
Chriatopher  GniBnup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Grifin, 
William  Bany  Grons,  Thomas  Ha.itl<7,  Daniel  H«w- 
ter,  Jamet  Hillhouae,  William  Himbaan.  Daniel  Ha- 
gei,  Philw  Key,  Aenia  KUchell,  Jabn  Wilkea  Kitttra, 
Riduurd  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Jama*  Hadiaan, 
John  Franda  Meica,  John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moon, 
Frederick  Ai^rnatui  Mubleubrag,  William  Vena  Mot- 
ray,  Nathaniel  Nile*,  Alexandar  D.  Orr,  John  Paga, 
Jofliah  Parker,  Coroeliu*  C.  Schoonmaker,  Peter  Syl- 
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tmn,  Jeremiah  StaiA,  Untel  Suith.  Jobn  Bteele,  Tbo- 
mu  Sumplei,  ThomM  Ttedwell,  Thomu  Tudor  Tuck- 
ST,  AbnhuB  Venabte,  AJezuuler  White,  uid  Fnneu 
Willis. 

Anil  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  original  motion,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmaiire — yeas  39,  nays  22,  as 
follows ; 

Ybai. — John  Baptist  Aihe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abn- 
ham  Cluk,  WiUiBin  Finiflej,  Elbridgc  Gerry,  William 

B.  Giles,  James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Banr  Grove,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Daniel  Heiiter,  William  Hindman,  Philip 
Key,  John  Wilkes  Kiltera,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Na- 
thainiel  Macon,  Junes  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
John  Miiledge,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murraj,  Nathaniel  Nilci, 
Alexander  D.  On,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Comelins 

C.  Scboomnakn,  Peter  Sylvester,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Is- 
rael Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomsa 
Tredwall,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Vtnable, 
Alexander  White,  and  Francis  WiUia. 

Nits.— Fisher  AmM,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Bondinot,  Shearjashnb  Bonme,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  JonUhan  Dayton,  Thomas  FitzaiuoDs,  Nicho- 
las Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Hillhouss,  Da- 
niel Hnger,  Aaron  KitcheU,  John  Lanrance,  Ainasa 
Levned,  George  Leonard,  Samuel  Li*ermMe,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Geoige  Thatcher, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Mr.  Sedowick,  from  the  Managers  appointed 
on  the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  conference 
with  the  Senate  on  the  subjectmalter  of  the 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses, 
CO  the  bill,  entitfed  "An  act  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  Invalid  Pensions,"  made  a  report  j  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  receiyed  from  the  President 
or  THB  United  Stateb,  stating  that  it  had  been 
agreed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  that  a 
treat;  or  conference  shall  be  held  at  the  ensuing 
Bea!>oD  with  the  hostile  Indians  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  in  order  to  remove,  if  possible,  all  causes  of 
difierence,and  to  establish  a  solid  peace  with  them; 
and  that,  as  the  estimates  heretofore  presented 
to  the  House  for  the  current  year  did  not  contem- 
plate this  object,  it  would  be  proper  that  an  ex- 
press provision  be  made  by  law,  as  well  for  the 
general  expenses  of  the  treaty,  as  to  establish  the 
compensation  to  be  allowed  the  Commissioners 
who  shall  be  appointed  for  the  purpose ;  and  that 
be  would  direct  the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  which 
may  probably  attend  this  measure. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  the 
estimate  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Message ; 
which,  together  with  the  said  Message,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Mr.  Boddihot, 
Mr,  White,  and  Mr.  WAoiwoBTH.  with  instnic- 
tioa  to  report  cheretw  by  way  of  hilt  or  bills. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  some,  and  insist  on 
others  of  their  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this 
House,  to  the  bilLentitled  "  An  act  to  reenlale  the 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions;"  the  Senate Tiave  also 
pused  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the 


Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  accotuit 
of  Thomas  Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,"  with  an  amendment;  to- 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment, and,  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accampanied 
with  sundry  statements  and  reports,  containing  a 
further  answer  to  the  resolutions  of  this  House,  of 
the  twenty-third  of  January  last;  which  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

WEnifBSDAT,  February  30. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hotise 

that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "  An 


dred  and  ninety-lhri-e."  with  several  aaicndments; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Honse- 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act; 
in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish 
the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  Stales,"  together 
with  the  amendments  agreed  to  on  Monday  last, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petitions  of  the  French  in- 
habitants of  Galliopolis,  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio;  where- 

Hetolvtdj  That  there  be  granted  to  the  said  pe- 
titioners thirty  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  be  divided 
among  them  in  quantities  proportioned  to  their 


late  purchases  of  the  Scioto  Company;  and  that 
the  lurther  quantity  of  twentv  thousand  acres  be 
divided  equally  among  such  of  the  said  petitioners 


suant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Wads- 
worth,  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Fihdlgt,  Mr.  Whitb, 
and  Mr.  Barnweli^  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 

Ordered  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to- 
bring  in  a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  atmnal 
meeting  of  Congress,  and  that  Mr.  McHLEHBEBUr 
Mr.  William  Smith,  and  Mr.  SEnovicE,  be  the- 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  James  Warriiig-- 
lon,  attorney  in  fact  of  Joseph  Blachford,  surviv- 
ing Partner  of  Harris  A-Slachford ;  whereupon, 

Mesohtd,  That  the  Accounting  Officers  of  the- 
Treasury  cause  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars  and  ninety  cents, 
charged  to  John  Banks  on  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  to  be  credited  to  the  said  John  Banks,  and- 
that  the  sum  so  credited  be  charged  to  the  accotmt 
of  such  other  person  as  in  their  opinion  shall  be 
justly  chargeable  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  hills  he  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  lUr.  Gilrs, 
Mr.  LivEBHoBE,  and  Mr.  Fitzbihonb,  do  prepare 


D  thes) 


The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Hooaea  on  tk»- 
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bill,  eatiiled"An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to 
Invalid  Pensions,"  togellier  with  tke  report  of  the 
Conuniltte  of  Coafereace  on  the  subject-matter 
of  the  said  amendmeDts;  thereupon, 

Jteaoived,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  its 
disagreement  I o  the  ameadmeDt  iasistedonby  the 
Senate  to  the  fourth  section  of  the  said  bill. 

Jtetolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  its 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  insiated  on  by  the 
Senate  to  the  fifth  section  of  the  said  bill. 

Tbobsdat,  February  21. 
Mr.  BoDoiNOT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  defray 
the  expense  of  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  North- 
west of  the  river  Ohio;  which  was  received,  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

The  Speaeek  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
froiD  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  his  re- 
port on  the  petitions  of  Rawleigh  P.  Downman 
and  Oliver  Towles ;  and  the  same  being  read, 

Ordered.  That<ao  much  of  the  .said  report 
relates  to  tne  petition  of  Rawleigh  P.  Downman 
be  referred  to  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Suupter,  and 
Mr.  Waru,;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered.  That  so  much  of  the  said  report  as 
relates  to  the  petitioQ  of  Oliver  Towles  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  tc 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  following  purposes:  To  re- 
gulate the  mode  of  takitig  bail  m  certain  cases 
to  regulate  the  recovery  ofcosts  against  informers 
or  realtors,  in  certain  cases ;  to  pomt  out  the  mode 
in  which  suits  for  penalties  under  the  revenue 
laws  of  the  United  Stales  shall  commence ;  to  ex- 
tend executions  on  transcripts  of  judgments  from 
one  district  (o  another,  and  to  reguute  the  costs 
and  fees  in  cases  of  the  commitment  of  witnesses 
and  that  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  BaunmoT,  and  Mr 
Jeremiah  Smith,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  communicating 
tain  reasons  for  delaying  his  Report  on  the  na 
and  extent  of  the  privileges  and  restrictions  of  the 
commercial  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with 
foreign  nations,  as  directed  by  the  order  of  the 
House  of  the  twenty-ihird  February,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  suggesting  that 
he  is  now  ready  to  report  on  that  subject,  if  ttte 
HoDse  shall  be  pleased  to  direct  him  so  to  do. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  referred  to 
Mr.  OiLGS,  Mr.  Laurance,  Mr.  William  Smith, 
Mr.  Balowih,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Bodrne;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

A  memorial  of  Eli  Elmer,  late  a  Captain  Lieu- 
tenant of  Artillery  in  the  Army  of  Uye  United 
States,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read^  pity- 
ing the  li()uidatioo  and  settlement  of  a  claim  for 
depreciation  of  pay,  supplies  of  clothing,  and  other 
stores,  due  tp  bim  ifor  military  services  rendered 
during  the  late  war. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  instruction  to  ex- 
amine the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon 

the  House. 

Mr.  GiLBH,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  directing  the  officers  of  the  Treasury 

pass  to  the  credit  of  John  Banks  the  .sum  of 

le  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty[-eight  dol- 
lars and  ikinety  cents;  which  was  received,  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

SETTLEMENT  OP  BTATE  ACCOUNTS. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
1  the  bill  received  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ad 
act  in  addition  to  and  for  amending  the  act,  for 
extending  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  Slates  and  the  indi- 
vidual States. 

^  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill.  This  section  goes  to  repeal  the 
second  section  of  the  former  act,  which  makes 
the  State  of  Vermont  a  partr  to  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  individnal  States. 
In  support  of  the  motion  it  was  said  that  Ver- 
mont, participetins  in  all  the  advantages  of  the 
independence  of  the  country,  and,  lieing  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union,  is  justly  chargeable  with  its 
quota  of  all  the  expenses  that  have  been  incur- 
red ;  that  as,  on  the  one  hand,  were  she  a  creditor 
State,  she  doubtless  would  come  in  for  her  pro- 
portion of  the  balances  which  shall  appear  to  be  ' 
due  from  the  United  States  to  the  creditor  Stales ; 
so  on  the  other,  if  she  is  a  debtor  State,  it  is  hut 
reasonable  that  she  should  be  liable  to  pay  her 
proportion  of  those  balances ;  a  contrary  princi- 

Sle,  it  was  said,  will  increase  the  burdens  of  other 
itates.  It  was  further  said,  thai  in  all  the  great 
questions  relative  to  the  finances  and  accounts  of 
the  United  States,  the  voice  of  Vermont  has  had 
its  proportional  influence ;  and  she  is  therefore  on 
every  principle  to  be  considered  as  a  constituent 
part  of  the  Union,  and  liable  to  all  the  disadvaur 
(ages  resulting  from  the  connexion. 

In  opposition  to  the  motion,  it  was  said  that 
Vermont,  as  a  Government,  bore  her  proportitm 
of  the  expenses  and  sacrifices  of  the  war.  She 
was  a  frontier  State,  and  the  only  barrier  between 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  Her  exertions 
during  the  war  were  made  by  her  citizens  alone, 
without  assistance  from  the  other  States.  Tha^ 
in  consequence  of  the  peculiar  confusion  which 
prevailed  in  that  State,  the  accounts  of  her  ser- 
vices and  supplies  were  left  in  a  very  deranged 
situation.  That  though  riie  former  act  allowed 
twelve  months  for  her  to  bring  in  her  claims,  yet 
it  is  said  the  other  States  have  hada much  longer 
time.  That,  though  it  should  be  concluded  that 
Vermont  ought  to  he  considered  as  a  part  of  the 
Confederacy  prior  to  her  adoption  of  tne  Federal 
Constitution,  the  time  certainly  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended for  her  to  bring  in  her  accounts.  But  it 
was  urged  that  she  could  not  be  so  considered ; 
and  therefore  is  not  a  party  to  the  accounts,  prior 
to  that  period.  Since  she  came  into  the  Union 
under  the  new  Constitution,  she  has  home,  and 
will  continue  to  bear  her  proportion  of  the  bur- 
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dens  of  the  Uniled  Slates,  and  will  be  obliged 
pay  her  proportion  of  the  balances  vhich  shall 
be  found  due  from  the  Union.  In  answer  to  the 
reasoning  from  her  being  represented  on  Che  fioor 
of  Congress,  it  was  said  that  the  RepresentatiTes 
of  thatBlaie  are  Representatives  of  the  Union  j 
they  act  in  a  Legislative  capacity,  and  not  as  a 
committee  of  accounts,       ^ 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  first  section 
was  negatived.  Some  lYirther  amendments  were 
mored,  but  disagreed  to.  The  bill  was  reported 
without  amen4m«)t.  IntheHouse,Mr.W.SMiTu 
renewed  the  motion  for  striking  out  the  first  sec- 
tion, and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were — yeas  17,  nays  39,  as  follows : 

YiiB^Bobeit  Bamnell,  Etias  BondinoC,  Sheaijo- 
■hub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Ctaik,  Jo- 
nathan Dajton,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gihnan,  Da- 
niel Huger,  John  Wilkes  Ktttera,  Richatd  Bland  Lee, 
Samuel  LiTenDore,  William  Smith,  Jonathan  Stnrgea, 
"nioaiaa  Tudor  Tncbet,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Francii 
WUHb. 

NiTS, — Fisher  Aroee,  John  Baptiat  Aahe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Egbert  Benmn,  Thomas  Fitzaimons,  Wmiam 
B.  GSlea,  Benjamin  Goodtrae,  Jemea  Gordon,  ChriMo- 
^er  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Bany  Grcne, 
Thomas Haitle;, D»n)etIfiewCer,  Jamee HiUhonae,  WH- 
liom  HinduMi,  Aanm  KitdieU,  John  Lo&iance,  Amaia 
Lcunedi,  Oenge  Leonard,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
MaiUaon,  JiAn  Fnuiek  Mercer,  Jobm  MiUedge,  Andrew 
Hoore,  Wi)H«i»  Vans  Mvtra;,  Nalhaniet  Niles,  Alex- 
ander D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Jonah  Parker.  Comdius  C. 
Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  larael  Smith,  John 
Steele,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  lertmiah 
Wadsworth,  Artemaa  Ward,  Alexander  White,  and 
Hugh  WiniaroBon. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  ejempting  from  impost  duties  use- 
ful beasts  imported  for  breed, 

The  bill  being  read,  it  was  moved  to  add  after 
the  words  "  for  breed,"  or  oa  raga. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  objected  to  this  i 
obaerved  that  the  object  of  the  biU  is  to  encouraee 
the  importation  of  stailions,  bulls,  and  boars,  tor 
the  purpose  of  improving  the.  breed  of  useful  ani- 
mals. These,  he  said,  ought  to  stand  alone  j  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  very  odd  association  to  con- 
nect them  with  rags.  Besides,  said  he,  I  do  not 
conceive  there  is  any  necessity  for  bringing  in  the 
article,  for  when  the  rage  of  calling  for  informa- 
tion is  abated,  there  wUl  be  such  a  diminuation 
of  the  business  of  printing,  that  he  doubted  not  a 
sufiScient  quantity  of  rags  might  be  obtained  in 
the  country  by  the  paper-makers. 

Other  objections  were  made  by  several  mem- 
bers, and  the  motion  being  put,  was  lost.  The  bill 
was  then  reported  without  amendment.  Some 
verbal  amenoments  were  made  in  the  House.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

F  HID  AT,  Febrtiary  23. 

A  memorial  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Oovemor  of 

the  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of 


read,  stating  that,  in  the  execution  of  certain 
duties,  and  the  performance  Of  stmdry  sernces, 
prescribed  by  the  late  Congress,  the  memorialist 
made  disbursements,  and  contracted  debts,  wiiieh 
considerably  exceeded  the  funds  placed  ia  his 
hands,  and  praying  that  the  ofiScers  of  the  Trea- 
sury may  be  empowered  to  adjust  his  accoonta, 
and  pay  whatever  balance  may  be  found  due  to 
him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  PiTZaiHONS,  Mr.  Thatcber,  and  Hr. 
HcNDHAN ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon, to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  John  Ross,  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, merchant,  was  presented  to  the  House  aiid 

*""     "'"  { that  a  claim  for  a  balance  due  lo  the 

by  the  United  Stales,  for  sundrj*  pur- 
chases of  merchandise  in  Kurope,  on  commisaion, 
and  for  which  he  rendered  an  account  to  the  late 
Congress,  in  the  mouth  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  may  be  considered 
and  decided  on. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Gerrv,  Mr.  Hcqeb,  and  Mr.  Tdckeb  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  tlie 

A  memorial  of  Hugh  Hughes,  of  the  State  td 
New  York,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  the  liquidation  and -settlement  of  a  claim 
for  services  as  Commissary  of  Military  Stoics, 
and  Assistant  Q,uar  term  aster  Generul  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  the  Society  "for  promoting  the 
Aboliiion  of  Slavery,  for  the  relief  of  persons  un- 
lawfully held  in  bondage,  and  for  improving  the 
condition  of  the  African  race,"  in  the  States  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read,  praying  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  subject  of  their  memorial,  pre- 
sented the  eighth  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one^  relative  to  the  slave  trade. 
Also,  a  petition  of  Elizabeth  Fish,  late  relict  and 
widow  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  George  Derrance, 
of  the  county  of  Luzerne,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, deceased,  praying  relief  in  consideration  of 
the  loss  of  her  late  husUind,  who  was  kilted  in  sn 
igaeement  with  a  detachment  of  British  troops 
id  Indians,  whilst  in  the  mill tia  service ;  as  also, 
that  she  may  be  reimbursed  for  the  loss  of  pro- 

Serty  belonging  to  the  deceased,  which  was  plun' 
ered  or  destroyed  by  the  said  detachment,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight. 

Also,'  a  petition  of  Patrick  Jack,  of  FnoUiD 
county,  in  tne  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  (hat 
the  title  to  a  tract  of  land  of  fifteen  miles  square, 
on  the  aoiith  side  of  the  Tennessee  river,  grantea 
to  the  pethioner,  by  the  late  Province  of  North 
Carolina,  the  seventh  of  May,  one  thousand  si 


r  Ohio,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  )  hundred  and  sixty-two,  and  which  has  since  been 
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ceded  to  the  Cherokee  Indiaas,  by  the  United 
Btatesj  at  a  late  tteaty,  may  be  restored  to  him, 
and  himself  and  his  fiienas  peimitted  to  settle 
thereon,  with  the  consent  of  the  said  iDdians. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Nine 
Mile  and  Baker's  Creek,  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
Territory  of  the  United  states  south  of  the  river 
Ohio,  to  the  like  effect. 

Also,  a  memorial  of.  John  Parker,  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  prayins'  that  such  alterations  may 
be  made  in  the  act  estaolishing  the  Post  Office,  as 
to  place  the  transmission  of  monthly  publications 
on  the  same  fooiioji  with  newspapers  published 
within  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorials  and  petitions 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MouLEHBERa,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  nitng  the  time  for  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  Congress ;  which  was  leceived, 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  MuBRAY,  ftom  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  bail,  process,  and  costs, 
in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
received,  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  GooDRDE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  committed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  cotlee- 
tion  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  voods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  mto  the  United  States. 
and  on  Che  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  reportea 
an  amendment  thereto;  wnich  was  read,  and,  to- 


A  motiouwas  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn  for  half  an  tkour. 

On  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  de- 
manded by  one-fifth  of  tae  members  pres^it,  if 
was  resolved  in  Che  affirmative — yeas  42,  nays  18. 

One  o'clock,  P.M. 

The  House  met,  accordmg  to  adjournment 

Mr.  WADBWOBTB,from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  hik  to  authorize  a  zrant  of  land  to 
Che  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis ;  which  was 
received,  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  Speakeh  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing a  further  statement  in  answer  to  the  late  reso- 
lutions of  this  House;  wbichwas  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  AppropriatioD  Bill  for  the  year  1793  was 
taken  up,  with  some  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
one  of  which  ijas,  that  in  the  bill  sent  to  the  Se- 
nate, the  House  of  Representatives  bad  specified 
all  the  items  of  each  sum  granted  to  the  sup- 
poit  of  the  War  Department ;  but  the  Senate^s 
amendment  condenses  the  whole  into  one  a^re- 
sate  sum.  This  occasioned  some  debate  ;  and  it 
*»  observed  that,  by  thus  making  one  sweeping 
grant,  (he  particular  items  are  kept  out  of  view, 
90  as  to  render  any  future  inquiries  into  the  appli- 
cation of  the  public  money  extremely  difficult, 
and  leaves  too  much  discretionary  power  in  th? 


buidsofthe  Head  of  the  Department;  for,aitbotish 

it  would  be  expected  that  he  should  ^pply  ttie 
money  to  eact  particular  object  of  the  many  ex- 
pressed in  the  estimate  by  nim  furmahed,  yet,  if 
they  were  not  also  specified  in  the  law,  he  would 
not  be  obligated  to  pursue  this  conduct;  in  ftct, 
be  might  apply  Che  whole  to  a  few  of  the  objects. 
perhaps  to  only  one,  and  leave  all  the  others  un- 
supported. Indeed,  it  must  be  granted  that  there 
are  diM^retianary  powers  which  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed, such  as  respect  particular  contingencies 
dbc,  but  this  shoula  never  be  permitted  to  extend 
to  such  an  extravagant  degree  as  the  Senate's 
am  end  men  ts  would  authorize.  Several  members 
spoke  on  the  occasion ;  and  it  was  argued  that  the 
items  had  been  already  examined  and  discussed 
in  the  House,  and  that,  as  the  total  was  not  altered 
by  the  Senate,  there  could  not  be  any  danger  in 
concurring  with  the  amendments.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  objected  that,  as  there  was  an  ex- 
pectation of  peace  with  the  Indians,  and  that 
therefore  the  recruiting  service  would  be  arrested, 
all  these  hopes  of  the  public  might  be  frustrated, 
in  case  the  recruiting  service  was  continued,  ana 
larger  sums  might  be  applied  to  it  thaii  would  be 
proper,  imless  the  law  should  expressly  limit  it. 
And  tnere  was  no  limitation  of  specific  sums 
mentioned  in  Che  Senate's  amendment  but  the 
sweeping  total  of  nine  hundred  and  sixCy-Chree 
thousand  dollars,  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  for 
contingencies — nearly  a  lound  million.  It  was 
again  urged  by  those  who  wished  the  House  to 
concur  with  the  Senate  ChaC  a  discretionary  power 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  PaEsmGNT  OF  ths 
United  States  would  be  a  sufficient  check ;  and 
it  was  tbetefore  suggested  that  a  committee  of 
conference  be  appointed  between  the  two  Houses, 
to  introduce  a  clause  in  the  law  for  this  purpose. 
A  discretionary  power  must  be  lodged  somewhere 
to  meet  contingencies;  for  instance,  it  may  be 
found  expedient  lo  mount  cite  militia,  oi  U)  voir 
the  mjide  of  carrying  on  the  war,  and  therefore  in 
some  cases  Co  apply  Che  money,  jipeclGcally  appro- 
priated for  some  ot  the  objects  waich  raigiiC  upon 
trial  be  discovered  unnecessary,  to  other  objects 
of  real  utility.  The  debate  was  concinued  for  a 
considerable  time ;  and  at  length  the  quesciun  fo( 
concurring  was  negaCived. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  that  the  House  do 
agree  lo  the  said  amendment,  and  passed  in  ih^ 
negative — yeas  30,  nays  31,  as  follows: 


NiTB.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abrahani  Baldwin,  Bt>- 
bart  BamweU,  Abruham  Clmk,  WilliBm  Findlej,  Tho- 
mu  Filzninoni,  William  B.  Giles,  Samuel  GiifBn,  Wil- 
liam Ban;  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindmah 
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niilip  Kaj,  AaioD  Kitchell,  Riclurd  Bland  Lee,  Hb- 
Ibaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francda  Mcrc«i, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Jobn  Page,  Peter 
SylTceter,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Slerrett,  Thomas  Sump- 
tei,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abra- 
ham Venable,  Aleucder  White,  and  Hugh  William- 

Aq  amendment  to  the  section  which  authoiizes 
the  President  to  make  a  Loan  to  the  amount  of 
#800,000.  was  arrested  by  an  □bjection  to  the  sec- 
tion itself,  which  had  already  passed  the  two 
Houses.  Without  deciding  on  this  amendment, 
the  House  adjourned. 

Saturd^Tj  February  23. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  repeal  the  several  impost 

laws  of  the  United  States,  so  fat  as  they  may  hi' 

deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on  useful  beasts  iiu- 

Krted  for  breed,  and  for  remitting  the  duties 
reiofore  accrued  on  such  importations,  in  the 
cases  where  they  have  only  been  secured  to  be 
paid,  was  reed  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  hill,  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  Congress,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  cer- 
tain persons  who  were  killed  bj  Indians,  under 
thesanctionof  flags  of  trace,"  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House, 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
in  addition  to  and  alteration  of  an  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the 
accounts  of  the  United  Stales  with  the  individual 
States,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  was  warmly  opposed. 
The  opposition  arose  from  the  idea  that  if  the 
State  of  Vermont  is  not  considered  as  a  patty  in 
the  Eettlemeni  of  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  individual  States,  as  contemplated 
by  the  bill,  it  will  oj)erate  to  the  injury  of  the 
other  States.  A  motion  for  recommitting  the  bill 
was  made  and  negatived. 

And,  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it 
vaA  ii,  tkn  .a;»...>; — —yeas  39,  nays  17, 


n  the  affirmative- 


itAs, — riaiier  Ames,  Jobn  Bapliat . 
Baldwin,  Egbert  Benson,  Elia*  Boudinot,  Abraham 
ClaA,  Tbomaa  Fitsnmans,  Williun  B.  Giles,  Benja- 
min Goodhue,  Jamm  Gordon,  Chriatopher  Greeuup, 
Andr«w  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Thomai  Hartley,  Philip  Key,  Anion  Kitthell,  John 
Lanrance,  Amaaa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Nathaniel 
Macon.  James  Madison,  John  Pranda  Mercer,  Andrew 
Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vaaa 
Murray,  Nathaniel  Pfilei,  Aleiandei  D.  Orr,  Josiah 
Pariur,  Cornelius  C.  Sdioonmaker,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Peter  Sylveder,  larael  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel 
aierrett,  Thomas  TredwaU,  Artemas  Waid,  Alexander 
While,  and  Hugh  Williamaon. 

Nara,— Robert  Barnwell,  Sheariuhnb  Bonnie,  Ben 
jamin  Bawne,  Jonadian  Dayton,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicho" 


Oilman,  William  Hindman,  Daniel  Huger,  BidiBri 

Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  William  Ehnith,  Jona- 
than SiuTges,  TliomBs  Sumpter,  George  Tbst^s, 
Thomaa  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Ftaad* 
Willis, 

APPR0PRIATIOI1  BILL. 

The  consideration  of  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  Senate  to  the  Appropriation  Bill  was  re- 
sumed by  the  House.  The  amendment  to  the 
section  authorizing  a  Loan,  in  anticipation  of  the 
funds,  was  further  debated.  Their  amendment 
goes  to  vest  a  discretionary  power  in  the  PsB«i- 
nBNT  or  THE  UniTcn  States  to  pay  off  the 
Debt  due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in 
instalments  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dot- 
tars,  having  respect  to  the  public  exigencies  and 
the  state  of  the  Treasury.  The  discretionary 
power  hereby  proposed  to  be  invested  was  op- 
posed, as  not  being  properly  limited,  aa  the  provi- 
sion for  paying  off  the  debt  in  question  was  irre- 
lative to  the  proper  idea  of  an  appropriation  bill, 
and  as  the  Legislature  ought  not  to  delegate  this 
discretion.  It  was  further  opposed,  as  making  an 
arrangement  to  pay  a  debt  to  a  public  bod^  before 
it  was  due,  in  preference  to  rtaying  individuals 
whose  demands  are  already  due.  In  opposition 
to  this  reasoning,  it  was  said  that  the  amendment 
contemplates  a  provision  in  a  case  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  complaint  to  those  who  now  oppose 
it ;  and  that  is,  it  vests  a  power  in  the  PREsinEKT 
OP  THE  United  States  to  employ,  ftom  time  to 
time,  the  revenues  in  the  Treasury  which  may 
not  be  especially  appropriated  for  other  purposes, 
to  pay  on  its  debts ;  so  that  the  revenues  may  not 
at  any  time  lie  useless.  That  the  public  moneys 
should  lie  dormant  and  useless  in  the  Treasury 
(which  it  was  denied  has  ever  been  the  case)  has 
been  a  subject  of  declamation;  and  now  that  an 
unexceptionable  expedient  is  proposed  to  guard 
against  such  a  contingency  as  a  surplus  revenue 
would  present,  the  om>osition  is  continued  from 
the  same  quarter.  After  a  long  debate,  the  qttes- 
don  on  concurring  with  the  Senate  was  deter- 
mined in  the  afiBrmative — yeas  34,  nays  25,  at 
follows: 

YaiB, — Fieher  Ames,  Hobeit  Barnwell,  Egbcxt  Ben- 
ion,  Eliaa  Boudinot,  Sheaiiuhub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Boume,  Abraham  Clark,  Elbridge  Gerij,  Nicholaa 
Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gorcfon,  Chrislo- 

C  Greenup,  Thomas  Hartley,  Jamea  HiUIiouae,  Wil> 
Hiodin&D,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Ke;,  Aann 
Kitchell,  John  Laurance,  Amaaa  Learned,  Ooorg* 
Leonard,  Samuel  LiTennoce,  Nathaniel  Nilee,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylveater,  Jeremiah  Smith.  WilKam 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Slerrett,  Jonathan  6turg«, 
George  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadwivoith,  Artemaa  Ward, 
and  Hugh  WilliamBon. 

NaiB^-John  Baptiat  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Job^ 
than  Dayton,  Wilham  Findley,  Tbomaa  TrlaiLta^, 
WiUiam  B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gngg,  William  Bany 
Grove,  Daniel  Heiater,  Ridiard  Bland  Lee,  NaUMsM 
Macon,  James  Madiaon,  J^m  Franda  Hsroer,  Amkaw 
Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Alexander  D.  Oir,  J<dM 
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Monday,  Februuy  85. 
The  House  proceeded  to  considei  the  amend- 
meats  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  certain  persons  who  were  killed  by  Indians, 
under  the  sanction  of  Bags  of  truce;"  and,  the 
same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ot 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled '  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods. 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels;" 
and,  after  some'time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said 
bin  under  consideration,  and  made  several  amen4' 
ments  thereto ;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

On  motion,  the  said  biil,  lugelher  with  the 
amendments  thereto,  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment,  to 
a  disagreement  to  which  this  House  bare  adhered, 
to  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions."  The 
Senate  also"  recede  from  their  fifth  amendment 
disagreed  to  hy  this  House,  to  the  first  section  of 
the  bill,  entitled  ^^Ao  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  ibe  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  repealing  the  several  impost  laws  of  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  ibey  may  be  deemed  to, 
impose  a  duty  on  useful  beasts  imported  for  breed, 
ana  for  remitting  the  duties  which  have  hereto- 
fore accrued  on  such  importations,  in  the  cases 
where  they  have  only  been  secured  to  be  paid," 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments, and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
The  Speakeh  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Commissioners  for  purchasing  the  Public 
Debt,  accompanying  a  report  and  statement  of  all 
their  proceedings,  not  heretofore  furnished,  made 
pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  tbe  nineteenth  in- 
stant ;  which  were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  an  appro- 
priation to  defray  tbe  expense  of  a  treaty  with  the 
Indians  Northwest  of  the  Ohio;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  an  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  altering  the  places  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Courts  in  the  districts  of  Vermont  and  North 
CaroUna,  and  for  other  pur[ioses,"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  said  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed. 


ILBB,  fn 

referred  the  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  twentieth  instant,  communicating  ceriaia  rea- 
sons for  delaying  his  report  on  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  privileges  and  restrictions  of  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  of  the  United  Slates  with 
foreign  nations,  directed  by  order  of  the  House  of 
the  twenty-third  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  reported  that  ii  is  not  es- 
pedi«it  to  call  for  the  said  report  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress;"  which  report  was 
agreed  to. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

Retolzed,  That  the  term  for  receiving  on  loan 
that  part  of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States 
which  may  not  be  subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day 
of  March  next,  pursuant  to  the  terms  proposed  in 
the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  making  provision  for  the  - 
Debt  oi  the  United  States,"  and  also  an  pet,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  be 
extended  on  the  same  terms  as  is,  by  the  first  re- 
cited act  provided,  to  the day  of ;  and 

books  for  receiving  such  farther  sutecrtptions  shall 
be  opened  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 

only,  and  to  continue  open  until  the  said day 

of ,  inclusively. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  hills  be  broucht  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Goon- 
niJE,  Mr.  Gbiffih,  and  Mr.  Gbego,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

ToBSDAT,  February  26. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  <^ 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  lo  authorize  a  grant 
of  land  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Qalliopolis ; 
and,  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  ibe  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  imd  read  the  third  tiax  to- 


from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  m  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  Stat^" 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  sup- 
porting liffht-houses,  not  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  that  Mr.  FiTzaiMONe,  Mr.  Gbipfih, 
and  Mr.  Tredwbll,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  mnend- 
ment.  reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  to  tbe  bill  nuking  an  appropriation 
to  defray  the  expense  of  a  treaty  with  the  Indians 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio ;  and,  the  same  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
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On  a  molioQ  made  and  seconded,  that  ihe  House 
do  now  resolve  itself  inlo  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Hoiue,  to  take  into  consideration  the  re- 
ports of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  under 
Major  General  St.  Clair,  it  passed  in  the  uegatiTe, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
said  reports. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  jhe  In- 
dian trilKs,"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The 
Senate  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 


Wednesday,  February  27. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  a  grant  of  land 

o  the  French  inhabitants  of  QaUiopolis,  was  read 


the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  making  an  appropriation  to 
defray  the  expense  of  a  treaty  witn  the  Indians 
"    ■'        .    'I     <--'■  J  jggj  ([jg  thifj  time 


Northwest  of  the  Ohio, 
and  passed. . 

Mr,  GooDHDE,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  exteadins  the  time  for  receiT- 
ing  on  Loan  that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the 
United  States  which  may  not  be  subscribed  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three  j  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed- 
Mr.  FiTzaiMONS,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  biU  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 
establishment  and  support  of  ligbt-bouse!^  beacons, 
buoys,  and  public  piers ;  which  was  received,  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  cer- 
tain inaccuracies  in  printing  the  statements  com- 
municated  by  his  first  and  second  Letters,  lately 
presented,  on  the  subject  of  Foreign  Loans,  and 
expressing  a  wish  that  some  reciilation  maybe 
adopted  to  enable  the  Head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment to  secure  the  fidelity  and  correctness  of 
the  printed  copies  of  the  reports  which  shall  here- 
after be  made  lo  the  House,  and  shall  be  com- 
mitted to  the  press  by  their  order- 
Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  referred  tc 
Mr.  FiTzsiHONS,  Mr.  Sedowice,  and  Mr.  D&yton  ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  tc 
the  House. 

Mr.  OiLBB,  af^er  some  pointed  animadversions 
on  the  Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
made  to  tne  House  pursuant  to  the  resolutions 
which  have  been  passed,  read  several  resolutions 
relative  thereto ;  which  were  handed  to  the  Clerk, 
again  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments pToposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes  j"  the  same  was  agreed  "" 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 

t  providing  an  annual  allowance  for  the  educa- 

m  of  Hugh  Mercer :"  to  which   they  desire  the 

e  of  this  Hou 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  amendments 
of  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ad  act  in  addi- 
lo  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish  the 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States."    Where- 

itetolved.  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
id  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
amendments  of  this  House  to  th;  said  bill,  with 
the  following  amendment,  to  wit :  In  Ihe  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  first  amendmeql  of  this 
House,  after  the  word  "  abtent,"  insert  these  words. 
"or  shall  have  been  of  counsel,  or  be  concerned 


menta  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meel- 
ineof Congress."    Whereupon, 

ttetolveef,  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  die 
said  amendments. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Honse  on  the  biU  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  altering  the  places  of  holding 
the  Circuit  Courts  in  the  districts  of  Vermont  and 
North  Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Cnairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  recoouniited  to  Mr.  Litermorb,  Mr. 
SsnowiCK,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne. 

Ordered  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  make  further  provision  for  secur- 
ing and  collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and  do- 
mestic distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas,  and 
that  Mr.  FiTzaiMONS,  Mr.  Tbatcher,  and  Mr. 
Tdckbr,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
providing  an  annual  allowance  for  the  education 
of  Hugh  Mercer,"  was  read  the  first  time;  and, 
opposition  being  made  thereto,  the  question  was 
put, "  Shall  Ihe  said  bill  be  rejected  T'  and  passed 
m  the  negative.  Whereupon,  the  said  bill  was 
read  (he  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  ascertain  the  fees  in  Admiraltv  proceedings 
in  the  District  Courts  of  the  Unitea  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanj- 
ine  a  supplementary  esiiufete  of  certain  sums  (or 
which  appropriations  are  necessary;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  lo  be  referred  to  Mr.  FiTzai- 
HONs,  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr-  William  Smith, 
with  mstructioD  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  hill  or 
hills  pursuant  thereto. 
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Reiminenement  of  Loan. 


[U.  OF  R. 


'  A  Mesnge  was  reoeiTed  &om  the  PnEsmENT 
or  THE  United  Statbb  with  a  copy  of  an  ex- 
empliQcfttion  of  an  Aci  of  the  Le^alaturr  of  New 
York,  cedi^  to  the  United  Stales  the  jarisdiction 
of  eertain  Iwids  on  Montsnk  Point,  for  die  pnr- 
TKMes  me&tioiied  in  the  said  act:  And  a  copy  of  a 
Letter  frtan  the  Oovemor  of  New  York  to  riie 
Secretary  of  State,  which  accompanied  the  tx- 
eno^ification. 

"nie  papers  referred  to  in  the  said  Message  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tne  Speaeeb  laid  before  the  Honse  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales,  accom- 
panying a  copyof  the  ofBcial  report  maae  by  the 
officers  of  Ae  Treasury  Department,  upoa  his  ac- 
count of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  pub- 
UjC  moneys,  from  the  1st  of  October  to  the  31st  of 
December,  1793,  inclnsire)  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  <hi  the  table. 

The  SpBAKBB  laid  before  the  Home  a  Letter 
frotn  the  Secretary  of  the  Treatiuy,  accompany- 
ing an  abemict  of  goods,  wares,  ana  merchandiw, 
exported  from  the  United  States,  fVom  the  Ist  of 
October,  1791,  to  the  SOlh  of  September,  1793; 
also,  two  ntums  of  impost  and  tonnage,  to  die 
end  of  the  year  1791;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin BorBNB,  and  Mr.  Steiwett;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  UDtU  6  o'clock  p.  m. 

EveMiho  Session— 6  p.  m. 
Tbe  Hot»e  proc«eded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menU  propoeed  by  the  SeMle  to  the  bill,  eMhlnd 
"An  ad  to  ascertain  the  fees  in  Admirtthy  pvo- 
ceeOings  in  the  District Cotrrts  of  tkeUnired  ^tltes, 
^id  for  other  porposeB;"  and  the  nnne  being  reed, 
were  agreed  to. 

HElMBURSBMBHT  OP  LOAN. 

The  HoDse  proceeded  to  consider  the  Mil  pT( 
Tiding  fbr  a  reimbursement  of  a  Loan  made  of^th 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  lay  on  the  table. 
Wberenpon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  ti 
a  Cwninittee  of  the  Whole  House  immediately. 
The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee ;  and  the  hill  being  read,  a  motion 
was  made  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  which 
thorizes  a  loon. 

Mr.  Barnwell  said,  ts  lie  bad  been  in  fevor  of 
iiMifc-ing  the  Ion  of  two  milltons,  as  c<mtnD|daied 
in  the  acclion,  he  thoaght  it  dtne  to  himself  and  to 
the  Oonmittee  to  state  the  leaMa  which  will  io'- 
doce  hnn  to.  acree  to  the  motion  for  striking  out 
the  eeettOT.  It  is,  said  he,  became  there  ■-  -" 
time  daring  the  sessimi  to  go  into  such  an 
ligation  of  the  subject  as  it  merited;  such 
Testigaiion,  he  was  persuaded,  would 
every  unprejudiced  mind  that  it  would  be  for  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  to  effect  the  loan. 

Mr.  Madison  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
section,  setting  aside  the  consideration  that  tbe 
United  States  are  not  under  obligation  to  dis- 
chaigethe  ivhole  ram  of  two  miUioDS  at  tbe  pre- 


MUt  time;  he  very  much  doubted  the  policy  of 
making  loans  at  that  amount,  when  the  qaestion 
Whether  any  savinff  could  be  made  thereby?  is 
iroblematical,  considering  the  rate  of  interest  in 
Snropc.  He  thought  it  probable,  that,  before  the 
lime  came  round  when  the  United  States  might 
be  obliged  to  dischaige  the  whole  of  this  debt, 
money  may  be  obtained  on  more  advantageous 
3  than  at  present,  if  it  should  be  found  neces- 
sary to  borrow. 
The  section  was  stmck  out,  nem.  con. 
Several  amendments  were  made  to  the  next 
section.  The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported 
the  same.    The  House  adopted  the  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  diird  time  to- 


The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Commillee  of 
the  Whole  Home,  on  the  bill  directing  the  officers 
of  the  Treasury  to  pass  to  the  cre£t  of  John  Banks 
the  sum  of  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  dollars  and  nioety  cents;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  Ae  said  bill  under  consi- 
deration, and  loade  an  amendment  thereto;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  die  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 


T^  Hoose  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Honse,  on  the  bill  suppleraentary  to 
ihe  act  for  tbe  establishment  and  support  of  ligiit- 
houses,  beacons,  booys,  and  public  piers;  and,  imer 
some  time  spent  therein,  tne  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  several  amendments  thereto ; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  eogrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 


Mr.  WiLLiineVN,  from  the  committee  to  whotn 
were  referred  the  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  accompanying  an  abstract  of  the  eoods. 
wares,  and  merchandise,  exported  from  the  Uniteo 
States,  from  the  Ist  of  October,  1791,  to  the  30th 
of  September,  179S;  also,  two  retnrns  of  impost 
and  tonnage,  to  the  end  of  die  year  1791,  made  a 
report.    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  one  hinidred  copies  of  the  said 
abstract  and  retnras  be  printed  fbr  die  use  of  the 
members  of  tbe  two  HoiueB. 


Thursday,  February  28. 

An  engrossed  bill  diiectii^  the  officers  of  the 
Treasury  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  John  Banks  the 
sum  of  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  dollars  and  ninety  cents,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  enpossed  bill  providing  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  a  Loan  made  of  die  Bank  of  die  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
QAq  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
die  establishment  and  sunion  of  light-houses,  bea- 
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CODS,  buoys,  and  public  pien,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiTseiMONB,  from  the  commiiiee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  iuakiii{[  further  proriaion  for 
securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and 
domestic  distilled  spirit^  stills,  wines,  and  teas; 
which  was  received,  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  and 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  and  that  Mr.  FiTzai- 
HONB,  Mr.  Benjamin  BonariB,  and  Mr.  Mcrray, 
be  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  FiTZBtHONS,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  making  certain  appropriations 
therein  mentioned;  which  was  received,  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  LivERHORB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  altering  theplacet  of  holding 
the  Circuit  Courts  in  the  districts  of  Vermont 
and  North  Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported several  amendments  thereto;  wnich  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  said  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  (be  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  first  amendment  of  this  House,  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  estatdish  the  Judicial  Courts 
of  the  United  States:"  The  Senate  also  adhere  to 
their  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  Congress." 

The  House  mroceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  Ae  bill  last  men- 
tioned. Whereupon, 
_  Raaived,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendments;  that  a  con- 
ference be  desired  with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  same,  and  that  Mr.  Lcvermobb,  Mr. 
McHi^NBERO,  and  Mr.  William  Smith,  be  ap- 
pointed managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Mr,  HiLLBoDas,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  Ephraim  Kimberly 
to  locate  the  land  warrant  issued  to  him  for  ser- 
vices in  the  late  American  Army;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  an  appropriatioo  to  defray  the  expense 
of  a  Treaty  with  the  Indians  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio." 

OFFICIAL  CONDUCT  OF  THE  aECRETARY 
OP  THE  TREASURY. 

The  resolutions  brousht  forward  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Giles,  were  called  for  by  that  gentleman. 
The  reading  being  finished,  Mr.  Ahbb  moved  that 
the  resolutions  should  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  Murray  sugsested  the  necessity  of  giving 
a  preference  to  the  Judiciary  Bill  reported  by  him 
some  days  since.    He  was  aecondea  by  Mr.  Kit. 

The  motion  for  taking  up  the  resolutions  was 


earned,  forty  members  rising  in  fkvor  of  it.  The 
resolutions  were  accordingly  read  by  the  Clerk, 
and  are  as  follow,  viz: 

1.  Rttohed,  That  it  i*  ewenlial  to  the  due  admini*- 
tntion  of  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  Statea,  thai 
laws  making  specific  aiipropristiani  of  money  ■hovld 
be  (Erictly  obeerved  by  (he  ■dminirtrator  of  tb«  fiiunoca 
tbereof. 

2.  Raohtd,  That  a  violation  of  ■  Uw  making  >p- 
propriationa  of  money,  is  a  viirialjon  of  that  sectiDfl  vt 
the  ConBtilution  of  the  United  States  whidi  requiiea 
tliit  no  money  eluil  be  drawn  from  ibe  Treaaury  bat 
in  consequence  of  appropriations  inaileby  law. 

3.  Rttolttd,  That  the  Sccreluy  of  the  Treamiiy  ha* 
violated  the  law  passed  the  4th  of  Au^st,  I7M,  mak- 
ing appropriatioiu  of  certain  money*  autiioiiied  ta  be 
borroned  by  the  same  law,  in  the  foDoning  puticalarB, 
vix;  Firtl,  By  applying  a  certain  portion  it  Ae  prin- 
cipal borrowed  to  the  payment  of  mtereM  faning  dne 
upon  that  priacipd,  which  wta  not  antborited  by  thai 
or  any  olber  law.  Steondlv,  By  drawing  part  of  the 
■ame  money*  into  the  United  StMea,  without  a*  iD*tnM> 
tions  of  the  Preddcnt  of  the  United  Stalaa. 

i.  Reaohtd,  That  the  SMietary  (rf  the  Tmntty  haa 
deviated  &om  the  inatruetlons  given  by  the  Pnaitent 
of  the  United  State*,  in  exceeding  the  authoritie*  iat 
making  toalu  under  the  acta  of  the  4tb  and  ISIh  of 
August,  1790. 

5.  Rooked,  That  the  Secretary  of  (he  Treanuy  has 
omitted  to  discharge  an  enential  duty  of  his  office,  in  ' 
failing  to  give  Congress  ofliFia]  inloTmation  in  due  tiine, 
of  (he  mimeys  drawn  by  him  from  Europe  into  the 
Uidted  State* ;  which  drawing  commenced  December, 
ITSn,  and  continued  till  January,  1793;  and  of  the 
cause*  of  making  such  drafts. 

%.  Remaned,  That  the  Seoietary  of  the  TreaaarThas, 
without  the  insUruotion*  of  the  PieaideBl  of  the  UoiCad 
State*,  drawn  more  monn*  bonowed  in  Holland  inio 
the  United  Stale*  than  the  Pieaidant  of  the  United 
State*  was  antbwited  to  draw,  undo  the  ad  of  the 
ISthof  Auguat,  I7S0:  which  act  appropriated  tsvo  Bail- 
lion*  of  doUar*  on^,  when  borrowed,  to  the  purcfaaae 
of  the  Pnblie  Debt;  And  (hat  he  ha*  oniiHed  to  die- 
charge  an  e**ential  duty  of  hi*  office,  in  faiUaf  to  give 
official  infariDsljai)  to  the  ConuniwooerB  )br  purchaong  . 
the  Public  Debt,  of  the  various  sums  drawn  from  (ime 
(o  time,  suggested  bv  him  to  have  been  intended  fiu- ; 
the  purchase  of  the  Public  Debt. 

7.  Rttohtd,  That  the  Secietar;  of  the  Tieaniry  did 
not  contutt  the  public  interest  in  nego(iating  a  Loan 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  drawing  there- 1 
from  four  hundred  thousand  doUsis,  at  five  per  cent. ' 
per  annum,  when  ■  greater  sum  of  puUic  money  waaj 
depoaited  in  varioui  banks  at  the  respeetive  period*  oft 
making  the  reawctive  drafts. 

8.  Setohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treuury  has 
been  guJI^  of  an  indeeorum  (o  thia  Botue,  in  ondet^ 
taking  to  judge  of  it*  motive*  in  oalHng  for  informatioa 
which  wa*  danandable  of  him,  from  the  eonatitBtian  of 
hi*  office ;  and  in  &lling  to  give  all  the  neceaaaiy  in- 
fbrmation  within  his  knowledge,  relatively  (o  the  anb- 
jeets  of  thu  retaitnee  made  (o  him  of  the  19th  Januuy, 
1793,  and  of  (he  3Sd  November,  17fiS,  during  (he  pra- 

9.  Ruohaed,  That  a  copy  of  the  Ibregobg  reacdutioas     * 
be  transmitted  to  the  PrEsident  of  the  United  Sta((«. 

Mr.  GiLEB  (hen  moved  that  they  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 
Mi.  W.  Smith  wm  decidedly  o^ipoeeA  lo  Mfer 
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riag  those  resolutions  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Coimiiit[eeoftheWholeHouse,because  he  neither 
viewed  a  discussion  of  them  >a  oecessaiy  on 
present  occasion  nor  warranted  by  the  nature  of 
the  inquiry  into  the  Secretary's  conduct.  It  was 
triQinif  with  the  precious  time  of  ihe  House  to 
lavish  it  on  abstract  propositions,  when  the  object 
of  the  inquiry  ought  to  be  into  the  facts.  He  was 
satisfied  that  should  the  House  once  iurolve  itself 


be  exhausted,  and  no  opportunity  reroain  for 
aminin^  the  charges  themseWes.  Those  charges 
being  made,  it  became  the  Hoofe  from  a  sense  of 
duly  to  the  public  and  justice  to  the  accused  to 
proceed  immediately  to  consider  them.  If  the 
loover  intended  to  apply  the  principles  of  the  two 
first  resolutions  to  the  facts  contained  in  the  sub- 
seqtient  ones,  it  was  unquestionably  proper  first  to 
substaDtiate  the  facts,  and  then  establish  the  prin- 
ciples 'which  were  applicable  to  them ;  but  it  was 
surely  a  rcTcrsal  of  order  to  spend  much  time  in 
establishing  principles,  when  it  migh'  happen  that 
the  charges  themselves  would  be  totally  unsup- 
ported.  He  did  not  like  this  mode  of  proceeding, 
because  it  might  lend  to  mislead  the  House;  it  was 
sometimes  a  parliamentary  practice  to  endeavor 
to  lead  the  mind  to  vague  and  uncertain  resvdts, 
by  first  laying  down  theorems  from  which  no  one 
could  dissent,  and  then  proceeding  by  impercepti- 
ble shades  to  move  unsettled  positions,  id  order 
ultimately  to  entrap  the  House  in  a  vote  which  in 
the  first  instance  it  would  have  rejected.  This 
mode  of  coniucting  public  business,  he  considered 
as  inconsistent  witn  fair  inquiry.  The  question 
was,  had  the  Secretary  violated  a  law?  If  so,  let 
it  be  shown ;  every  member  was  competent  to  de- 
cide so  plain  a  question.  He  could  examine  the 
proofs,  read  the  law,  and  pronounce  him  guilty  or 
innocent  without  the  aid  of  these  preliminary  me- 
taphysical discussions. 

If  It  were  urged  that  the  propositions  are  so  i^n 
and  obvious  that  no  time  would  be  lost  in  consi- 
dering them,  he  then  begged  leave  to  observe  that 
all  antecedent  discussions  of  constitutional  ques- 
tions had  never  failed  to  occupy  a  large  portion  of 
their  time,  and  that  however  self- evi^nt  the  reso- 
lutions might  at  the  first  glance  appear,  a  more 
critical  attention  would  satisfy  a  mind  not  much 
given  to  doubt  that  they  were  by  uo  means  socod- 
cliisive  as  to  be  free  from  objections. 

Though  the  position  contained  in  the  first  reso- 
lution, as  a  general  rule,  was  not  to  be  denied;  yet 
it  must  be  admitted,  that  there  may  be  cases  difa 
snfficient  urgency  to  justify  a  departure  from  it, 
and  to  make  il  the  duly  of  the  Legislature  to  in- 
demnify an  officer ;  as  if  an  adherence  would  in 
paniciilar  cases,  and  under  particular  circum- 
stances, prove  ruinous  to  the  public*  redit,  or  pre- 
vent the  taking  measures  essential  to  the  puniic 
safety,  against  invasion  or  insurrection.  In  cases 
of  that  nature,  and  which  cannot  be  foreseen  by 
the  Legislature  nor  guarded  against, a  discretionary 
authority  must  be  deemed  to  reside  in  the  Pacsi- 
DBNT,  or  some  other  Executive  officer,  to  be  exer- 
cised for  the  public  good ;  such  exercise  instead  of 


being  construed  into  a  crime,  would  always  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  National  Legislature.  If 
there  he  any  weight  in  these  remarks,  it  does  not 
then  follow  as  a  general  rule,  that  it  is  essential  to 
the  due  admmistration  of  the  Ooverninent,  chat 
laws  making  specific  appropriations  should  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,  and  under  every  public  circum- 
stance, be  strictly  observed.  Before  the  Commit- 
tee could  come  to  a  vote  on  such  a  proposition,  it 
would  be  proper  to  examine  into  the  exceptions 
out  of  the  rule,  to  state  all  the  circumstances  which 
would  warrant  any  departure  from  it,  to  whom 
the  exercise  of  the  discretion  should  be  entrusted, 
and  to  what  extent.    Did  any  member  wish  at  this 

Criod  to  attempt  this  inquiry?  He  supposed  not. 
:t  every  deviatioa  from  law  be  tested  by  ilsown 
merits  or  demerits. 

The  second  resolution  was  liable  to  stronger 
objections.  It  might  with  propriety  be  questioned 
whether,  as  a  geoer^  rule,  the  position  was  well 
founded.  A  law  making  appropriations  may  be 
violated  in  various  particulars  without  infringing 
the  Constitution,  which  only  enjoins  that  no  mo- 
neys shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  hut  in  con- 
sequence of  the  appropriations  made  by  taw.  This 
is  only  to  say,  that  every  disbursement  must  be 
authorized  by  some  appropriation.  Where  a  sum 
of  money  ispaidout  of  the  Treasury,  the  paymeac 
of  which  is  authorized  by  law,  the  Constitution  is 
not  violated,  yet  tb«e  may  have  been  a  violation 
of  the  law  in  some  collateral  particulars.  There 
may  even  have  been  a  shifting  of  funds,  and  how- 
ever exceptionable  this  may  be  on  other  acooonts, 
it  would  not  amount  to  inat  species  of  offence 
which  is  created  by  the  Constitution.  The  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasurer  must  coantersign  every 
warrant,  and  is  responsible  that  it  be  authorized 
by  a  legal  appropriation ;  yet  it  cannot  be  supposed 
that  he  is  to  mvestioate  the  source  of  the  fund. 

One  of  the  alleged  infractions  stated  in  the  safa- 
sequeat  resolution,  namely,  the  drawing  part  of 
the  loans  into  the  United  Stales  without  the  in- 
structioDs  of  the  Pbebiobnt,  evinces  that  the  op- 
posite construction  is  not  a  sound  one.  For^  sup- 
pose the  fact  proved,  and  suppose  it  a  violation  of 
the  law,  it  certainly  would  be  a  very  different  thing 
from  drawing  money  out  of  the  Treasury  without 
an  appropriation  by  Ihw,  for,  in  this  case,  there 
would  be  no  drawing  money  from  the  Treasury 
at  all,  the  money  never  having  been  is  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  B.  then  said,  he  should  also  object  to  re- 
ferring ihe  last  resolution,  which  is  in  these  words, 

"  JUteittd,  Tbst  *  copy  of  the  (ongmng  leadntiana 
be  traiuBUtted  la  the  Pbisidbbt." 

The  object  of  this  resolution  went  clearly  to 
direct  the  President  to  remove  the  Secretary 
from  office;  the  foregoing  were  to  determine  the 
guilt,  the  ast  to  iuflici  the  punishment,  and  both 
the  one  and  otherwithout  the  accused  being  heard 
in  his  defence.  When  the  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitulioD  was  so  uppermost  in  our  minds,  it  would 
be  indeed  astonishing  that  we  should  be  so  hood- 
winked as  to  commit  such  a  jnlpable  violation  of 
it  in  this  instance.  The  princii^ea  of  that  Consli. 
tmioB,  careful  of  the  lives  and  ubertiea  of  the  citi- 
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'  zens,  and  what  is  dearer  to  every  nuD  of  honor, 
his  reputfttionj  secure  lo  every  individnal  in  every 
class  of  society,  the  precious  advantage  of  being- 
beard  before  he  is  ooa^emned. 

That  Constitution,  peculiarly  careful  of  the  re~ 
puiation  of  great  public  functionaries,  directs  thai 
when  accused  of  a  breach  of  duty,  tne  impeach- 
ment must  be  voted  by  a.  majority  of  the  House  of 
Repreflentatires,  and  tried  by  the  Senate,  who  are 
to  be  on  oath,  and  two  thirds  of  whom  must  con- 
cur before  a  sentence  can  pass,  by  which  the  offi- 
cer is  to  be  deemed  guilty.  The  officer  is  to  be 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  ohargej  and  is  heard 
by  himself  or  his  counsel  in  vindication  of  his  con- 
duct. Such  are  the  solemnities  and  guards  by 
which  ihey  are  protected,  and  which  precede  a 
sentence,  the  only  eSect  of  which  is  a  removal 
Ctota  office.  But  if  the  House  proceed  in  the  man- 
ner contemplated  by  this  resolnrion ;  if  they  first 
vole  the  charges,  and  send  a  copy  of  them  to  the 
Pbeshvemt,  as  an  instruction  to  him  to  remove 
the  officer,  they  will  violate  the  sacred  and  ftinda- 
mental  prmci^es  of  this,  and  every  free  Oovem- 
menl.  They  will  condemn  a  man  unheard,  nay, 
without  his  baviiig  even  been  furnished  with  the 
charges  against  him  ;  they  wilt  condemn  to  inih- 
my  a  high  and  responsitde  officer  convicted  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  people,  of  a  violation  of  the 
important  trusts  committed  to  him,  without  af- 
toraing  him  one  opportimity  of  vindicating  his 
character  and  justifying  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Mfrhay  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  refer- 
ence of  the  resolutions  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  He  had,  as  fiir  as  the  time  nermltted,  ex- 
amined the  several  reports  on  which  the  exami- 
nation depended,  and  was  then  ready  to  vote  on 
them,  thou^  he  confessed,  from  -  tlie  intricacy 
which  was  inherent  in  such  a  subjeet,  ax  well  as 
from  the  vast  variety  of  the  detail  involved,  he 
had  not  had  sufficient  time  for  a  compete  inves- 
tigation. Nor  did  he  imagine  that  any  man  who 
had  not  previously  meditated  on  the  subject  for  a 
length  ortime,  and  made  choice  of  his  ground  of 
attack,  could  say  he  was  completely  master  of  the 
subject.  Some  vote,  however,  was  now  rendered 
essential  to  the  character,  not  only  of  Governmenl, 
but  of  the  gentleman  who  presided  over  the  finances 
of  the  country.  Bat  three  days  were  left  for  this 
inquiry,  and  to  finish  a  great  deal  of  other  busi- 
ness :  and  he  thought  that  despatch  which  was 
usual  in  the  House  ought  lo  be  used  in  preference 
to  the  indulgence  which  a  Committee  afforded. 
Ae  to  the  abstract  propositions,  if  it  were  necessa- 
ry now  to  go  into  them,  he  thought  it  wOnld  be 
proper  to  decide  on  them  firet.  He  tfaoogbt  it 
most  liwical  to  lay  down  principles  of  reasonins 
before  &cts  were  developed.  Were  they  agreed 
to  by  the  House  it  would  be  tmder  provisions  and 
restrictioiis.  They  conld  not  have  the  implicit 
force  of  axionis,  but  at  moel  must  be  yielded  to 
as  wholesome  maiims,  the  application  of  which 
must  be  frequently  modified  by  a  certain  degree 
of  discretion.  With  respect  to  all  the  other  reso- 
lutions, he  imagined  they  would,  tm  examination, 
be  found  to  be  unwarranted  by  facts.  He  hoped 
ihe  movers  and  BOpportsn  of  the  reaolutions  would 


ng  itself  .into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
The  mode  in  which  they  were  brought  forward 
"Inot  entitle  them  to  much  confidence.  He  said 
nore  unhandsome  proceeding  he  had  never  seen 
Congress.  It  had  neen  apractice,derivedfrom 
the  lights  of  common  liberty,  common  right,  and 
the  first  principles  of  justice,  that  whoever  was 
charged  with  a  violation  of  law  on  which  a  paa- 
ishment  ensued,  should  have  some  mode  of  an- 
swering to  the  chaige.  It  had,  in  a  recent  instance, 
been  the  practice  ol  Congress,  when  an  officer's 
conduct  vFHs  even  in  the  first  instance  inquired 
into,  to  aRbrd  the  officer  an  opportunity  of  attend- 
ing upon  the  examination  on  which  his  offence  or 
his  freedom  from  blame  was  to  appear.  He  al- 
luded to  the  conduct  of  the  House  when  an  ex- 
amination took  place  relatively  to  the  failure  of 
General  St.  Clair's  expedition.  Suspicions  were 
entertained  that  blame  lay  somewhere.  A  cam- 
mitlee  vras  appointed  to  examine.  The  three  offi- 
cers particularly  concerned  were,  be  understood, 
invited,  as  it  were,  to  come  before  the  committee, 
to  explain,  to  interrogate,  and  to  give  information. 
Thouffh  the  Secretary  of  War  was  not  permitted 
to  explain  on  this  floor,  justice  and  delicacy,  and 
the  most  common  principles  of  jurisprudence,  to 
which  we  attempted  to  hold  some  analogy,  de- 
manded that  he  should  be  heard  somewhere,  and 
the  committee  was  renewed  fbr  this  puritose. 
The  Qjiartermaster  General  asked  to  be  beard  on 
this  floor.  Though  refused,  he  was  permitted  to 
attend  that  committee,  On  whose  examination  his 
character  as  a  Q,uartermasier  depedded.  Were 
any  man  responsible  as  an  officer  to  this  House  lo 
fall  tmder  the  suspicion  of  its  niembers,  a  r^ard 


decency  and  to  the  established  rights  of  citizen- 
ship, would  teach  gentlemen  to  inquire  fonnaUf 
before  diey  hastily  laid  a  charge  on  the  table,  ti 


which  they  might  move  the  assent  of  the  House. 
But  in  tins  proceeding  a  Legislative  charge  was 
gone  into  before  inquiry  had  been  insticutetl. 
Every  rule  of  justice,  and  all  that  delicacy  which 
ought  ever  to  attend  her  progress,  had  been  dis- 
regarded, and  in  the  very  first  instance,  a  number 
of  charges  are  bronght  forward,  not  for  intjuiry, 
but  conviction,  which,  if  sanctioned  by  a  majority 
of  the  House,  are  to  be  followed  by  the  dismission 
of  one  of  the  highest  officers  in  the  Government. 
This  mode  was  as  tyrannical  as  it  was  new,  and, 
if  any  thing  could  throw  a  bias  against  the  revo- 
lutions, independent  of  inquiry,  it  was  the  partial 
and  unjust  form  in  which  tlie  proceeding  bad  com- 
menced. Resolutions  of  conviction  might  rise 
otlt  of  the  report  of  a  committee  of  inquiry,  vho 
would  act  as  a  Grand  Jury  to  die  Housk  but 
could  never  precede  it  He  hoped  the  House 
would  not  refer  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
what  might  be  decided  in  the  House  with  more 
despatch. 

Mr.  Paoe  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith,  spoKe,  m  sub- 
stance, as  foUoWsf 

Mr.  Chairman:  The morepreciousout time, the 
more  readily  shall  I  vote  for  a  consideration  of 
the  first  resolution ;  for  I  think  it  of  more  conse- 
qnence  that  we  shotdd  decide  on  it,  than  on  any 
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other  before  ns.  We  find,  from  (he  inquiry  which 
baa  been  set  on  foot,  into  the  conduct  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  that  he  differs  from  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  in  opinion  respecting  bia 
powers,  and  the  constitutional  obligation  he  may 
M  under  of  re^rding  acts  of  appropriation;  it, 
therefore,  must  be  the  wish  of  the  Secretary  him- 
self, whether  we  agree  with  bim  or  not;  and  it  is 
our  duty,  as  soon  as  possible,  1  coDceire,  to  let  our 
constituents  know  whether  we  approve,  or  not, 
of  his  opinion.  The  Secretary  hunself,  I  think, 
confesses  "that  a  strict  adherence  to  appropriations, 
in  certain  cases,  would  be  pnsilanimiiy."  He  pre- 
ferred, no  doubt, the  public  good,  which  he  thought 
he  had  in  riew,  (o  a  strict  compliance  with  an  act 
of  appropriation.  Itbecomes  us,  then,  to  determine 
whetJieT  we  wish  that  the  Secretary  shall  hereaf- 
ter be  bound  by  our  acts  of  appropriation  or  not. 
I  cannot  conceive  that  the  rejection  of  the  first 
resolution  can  alter  the  nature  of  the  case  before 
aa,  or  in  any  manner  confirm  or  inmlidate  the 
troth  of  facts  which  some  gentlemen  seem  so  ap- 
prehensive may  lead  to  an  impeach  ment-  For  my 
parL  I  keep  in  view  the  first  resolution,  without 


in^a 


of  the  last,  or  the  intermediate 


pvopoeitions.    When  they  shall  come  under 

siderution,  I  shall  be  ready  to  show  a  proper  atten- 
tion to  them.  How  ibe  first  resolution  can  be 
oalled  an  abstract  proposition,  I  know  not — when 
the  nature  of  the  last  before  us  requires  a  decision 
on  it.  The  Secretary  himself  should  desire  it, 
and  onr  constituents  must  expect  it.  If  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  shall  be  of  opiition  that  ap- 
propriations ought  to  be  sacredly  regarded,  they 
will  agree  to  the  resolution;  if  they  think  they 
may  be  dispensed  with  "in  certain  cases,"  they 
majr  amena  the  resolution,  and  qnalify  it  so  as  to 
justify  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary.  To  call  the 
resolution  a  preamble,  and  to  object  to  it  as  such, 
appears  to  me  as  extraordinary  as  to  call  it  an  ab- 
stract proposition ;  for  I  have  always  thought  it 
inconsistent  with  Republican  principles  to  object 
to  preambles.  I  have  remarked,  sir,  when  they 
have  been  objected  to,  it  became  the  Representa- 
tives of  a  free  people  to  show  on  what  principles 
and  with  what  views  their  laws  are  enacted,  and, 
not  in  a  dictatorial  manner  enact  that  it  shall  be 
so  and  so.  The  framers  of  our  Constitution  have 
set  ns  an  example  of  an  excellent  preamble;  and, 
as  it  has  been  remarked  hy  several  members,  this 
House  has  occasionally  used  them;  !  think,tnere- 
fore,  that  none  of  the  objections  to  the  commit- 
ment of  the  first  resolution  are  of  sofficieol  weight 
to  induce  the  House  to  agree  to  the  motion  Tor 
striking  out  the  two  first  resolutions. 

The  question  was  nowtaken  on  committing  the 
two  first  resolutionsj  and  negatived — 25  to  32.  On 
the  question  of  referring  the  last,  only  fourteen 
members  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  third,  fourth,  fifth  sixth, 
seventh,  luid  eighth  resolutions  contained  in  the 

laid  motion  be  commiiied  to  a  Committee  of  the    that  the  Vtca  President  having  obtained  leave 
Whole.Hooae  immediately.  of  absence,  the  Senate  have  preceded  to  the  choice 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the   of  a  Pbebiqbht  pro  tempore,  and  Jorn  Lanodoh 
said  Committee  ;Bnd,aner  some  time  spent  there-  has  been  dulf  elected. 

ii^  tike  Committee  roie,«]td  had  leave  to  sit  again.       A  menage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
Sd  Con. — SO 


EvBNiNO  Session— 6  P.  M. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference  desired  by 
this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Houses  to  the 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  Congress,"  and  have  appointed 
managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their  part. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  extending  the 
time  for  receiving  on  loan  that  part  of  the  Domes- 
tic Debt  of  the  United  States  which  mav  not  be 
subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  1793; 
id,  afkr  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
se  and  reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  (bird  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  certain  ap- 
propriations dterein  mentioned ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  haa  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  several  amendments  thereto. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

Fridat,  March  1. 
An  engrossed  bill  for  extending  the  time  tor  re- 
ceiving on  loan  that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of 
the  United  States  which  may  not  be  subscribed 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  1793,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PrrzsiMONS,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  addition  to  the  compen- 
satiim  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  conmiitted. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  (he  amendments 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An 
ct  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to 
irovide  more  effeclually  for  the  collection  of  the 
inties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  Stales,  and  on 
Xof  ships  or  vessels,"  with  an  amend- 
:  second  amendment ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  thesaidamend- 
ent  to  the  amendment,  and  the  same  being  read, 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
entitled  "  An  act  providing  an  annual  allow- 
ance for  tbe  education  of  Hugh  Mercer;"  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  report- 
"1  to  the  Honse,  read  the  third  time,  and  Mssed. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
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that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  providing  tor  the  compensetioD  of  Ebenezer 
Storer;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  Hoase. 

Mr.  FiTZBiMONS,  fiont  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  leferTed  the  memorial  of  Arthur  St.  Claii, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  Co 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterdajr  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to  the  bill  making-  certain  ap[)ro- 
priatious  therein  mentioned;  and  the  same  being 
read,  were  a^eed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

OPFICIAL  CONDUCT  OF  THE  8BCBBTARY 
OF  THE  TBEA8URY. 

The  House  ajraiu  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  third,  fourth, 
filib,  sixth,  sevendi,  and  eighth  resolutions  con- 
tained in  the  motion  of  yesterday,  respecting  the 
facial  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  diiid  resolution  b«ing  under  consideration, 
in  the  words  following, "  - 

"  getc^Kd,  ThM  the  8«cretu;  of  tbe  Treuiu;  he* 
violated  the  lew,  peaeed  the  fbnrUi  of  August,  one  thon- 
suid  wien  handnd  end  ninety,  making  appropriationa 
of  certain  moneya  authorized  to  be  borrowed  b;  the 
same  law,  in  the  following  particulara,  to  wit : 

"  1.  B;  apidjing  ■  certain  portion  of  the  principal 
bMTOwed  to  the  payment  of  the  intereat  blling  due  upon 
that  ]»indpal,  which  waa  not  authorized  bj  that  m  i 
Other  law. 

"  2.  B;  dnwing   part  of  iha  wme  UDneTa  into 
United  Statea  without  the  inalnictiona  of  the  Preaident 
of  the  United  Statei." 

Mr.  Seddwick  opened  the  debate,  by  catliag  for 
the  reading  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  Mr.  Short,  of  tbe  1st  of  Sei»ember, 
1790,  showing  the  objects  and  geneiul  views  of 
the  Secretary,  relative  to  the  ne^tiation  of  the 
loans  uodet  lae  two  acts  authorizing  tbem. 

Mr.  Bahnwell,— Mr.  Chaiiman,  before  I  pro- 


1X1-  JJAJlK(»bl.L.. — IVJU.  v/muiiutui)  uciuii::    i    pii/- 

ceed  to  discuss  the  observations  which  yesterday 
fell  from  the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  reso- 
lutions now  before  us,  I  caanoi  refrain  from  say- 
ing that  I  am  extremely  happy  that,  in  pawing 
through  the  medium  of  that  gentleman's  exami- 
nation, this  subject  has  changed  its  hue  from  the 
foul  stain  of  peculation  to  the  milder  coloring  of 
an  illegal  exercise  of  discretion,  and  a  want  oi 
politeness  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  1 
feel  happy,  because  I  always  am  so  when  any 
man  charged  with  guilt  can  acquit  himself;  and 
the  more  so  now,  wnen  a  man  in  a  high  responsi- 
ble office,  and  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  coun- 
trymen, can  reduce  a  charge  from  a  (quality  calcu- 
lated to  have  excited  an  aurm,  even  m  Paudemo- 
aium,  to  such  a  shape  as  I  fancy  will  scarce  serve 
to  satisfy  the  uncommon  curiosity  which  it  ap- 
pears to  tiave  excited.  As  I  have  never  been  in 
tbe  habit  of  taking  notes,  I  shall  depend  upon 
memory  in  answering  the  geutleman  from  Vir- 
ginia; although  I  imagine,  as  that  gentleman 
usually  sticks  very  close  to  his  point,  wbate 


may  be.  that,  in  piusuing  bis  diarges,  1  ah»U  stA- 
stanlialiy  answer  his  arguments-  In  commealing 
upon  the  two  first  resolutions,  to  which  I  aai  by 
order  confined,  I  shall  consider,  in  the  first  ia- 
•.,  what  regards  the  right  of  drawing  money 

-his  country.    The  gentleman  appears  not  to 

have  considered  the  law  properly,  for  there  csmux 
be  a  doubt  that  the  Prebident  had  a  right  to  makt 
what  arrangements  he  pleased,  in  order  to  attu 
what  he  might  consider  a  proper  modification  of 
the  Debt  due  by  the  United  States  abr<«d.  Ht 
might  have  borrowed  the  money  here,  or  have  paid 
it  here ;  he  might  have  borrowed  tne  money  ia 
England,  or  wherever  he  thought  fit  1  will  aA 
the  gentleman  by  what  precise  authoritv  he  bor 
rowed  tbe  money  in  Amsterdam  and  Antwerp 
and  paid  it  in  Paris  1  Certainly  by  utwe  bai  that 
discretion  which  has  been  dvpeaitA  upon  to  sao- 
dify  the  Debt  in  the  manner  most  cmducine  to 
the  interest  of  the  United  States-  I  take  it,  tbem, 
for  granted,  Mr-  Chairman,  that  the  right  of  tbt 
pKBeiOENT  to  draw  tbe  money  borrovred  bere,  or 
to  send  it  anywhere,  must  be  conceded.  The  ques- 
tion will  then  arise,  whether  the  Secretary  rfAe 
Treasury  had  a  riffnt  to  do  this  or  not,  and  whe- 
ther this  has  not  been  done  without,  nay,  agaisM 
the  instructions  of  the  PBGeioGHT?  1  resUy  con- 
sider this  as  one  of  the  most  extraordinaty  caats 
that  1  have  ever  known  exhibited.  Let  ni  OCM- 
sider  its  form.  A  highly  important  trust,  of  no 
less  import  than  the  discretionary  use  of  fourteci 
millions  of  dollars,  is  placed  in  the  Preshhuit  or 
THE  UniTBU  States;  he,  by  a  general  coiauais- 
sion.  and  by  special  instruction,  depntes  this  power 
to  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  slating  tnat  he 
if  to  conform  to  these,  and  whatever  instructioBS 
he  might  from  time  to  time  give  him.  Let  any 
man  seriously  examine  these  powers,  and  I  aro  of 
opinion  that  tbe  Secretary,  under  these,  had  a 
right  to  draw,  if  he  thought  proper,  unless  at- 
Uructed  to  the  contrary ;  for  the  PaasinBirT  otOf 
veys  a  complete  power  lo  modify  the  Debt,  pn». 
vided  that  it  should  be,  with  all  convenient  de- 
spatch, applied  to  pay  the  principal  and  intcrtai 
due  to  France ;  for  where  tlie  payments  are  to  be 
made  are  certainly  left  to  the  Secretary.  If  this 
has  not  been  exercised  advantageonsly,  this  B 
another  circntnstanee  which  the  gentleman  him- 
self has  not  questioned.  But,  says  the  genllemaK 
the  Secretary,  under  these  instructions,  bad  nc 
special  authority  to  draw;  notwithstanding  which, 
be  began  to  draw  in  1790^  and  has  continned  U 
draw,  at  different  times,  into  this  country  tht 
^ormoua  stun  of  three  millions  of  dtdlan,  tat 
therefore  he  must  have  done  this  without,  nay. 
against  the  instructions  of  the  pRGBiDSirr,  who,  it 
is  presumed,  having  delegated  this  great  trtut,  Ut 
never,  for  three  years,  inquired  into  the  perform- 
ance of  it.  Can  this  ne  the  inference  of  eommoi 
sense?  Can  this  be  the  inference  of  the  experi- 
ence which  we  have  had  of  the  PREsinEirr,  one 
of  tiie  prominent  features  of  whose  character 
always  has  been  an  industry  to  investigate  pa^ 
ticulars.  as  remarkable  as  his  sagacity  to  frame 
Qenerals?  If,  then,  instructions  nave  not  beei 
given,  or  hare  been  exceeded,  was  it  necewy 
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fbi  OB  to  come  in  aid  of  the  Pkeuimnt,  he  who 
by  onr  law  fa&s  the  power,  which  we  emiselTei 
cannot  exercise,  of  lemoving  any  of  the  ElxecntiTe 
officers  at  pleasure?  It  certunly  cumot  be  ne- 
cessary ;  for,  as  this  officer  continues  to  act,  we 
must  conclude  that  he  has  eidiei  acted  by  instruc- 
tions, or  in  sucb  manDer  as  to  bare  giTcn  satis- 
Jaction  to  his  pri&cip*!  without  them.  Really, 
Mr.  Cliaicntaa.  I  cannot  but  b^eve  that  if  suspi- 
cion had  not  led  the  geotlenuui  iVom  Virginia 
astray,  the  usual  correctness  of  his  underatandine 
would  have  preTenied  him  from  pursuing  sucS 
an  igrtu/aiuu*  as  this.  Thus,  sir,  1  think  1  have 
shown  that  the  PsEaioBNT  oftbe  Uhitgd  Statbs 
certainly  had  the  authority  to  draw  the  sums  bor- 
rowed here,  and  that,  both  under  his  commissioD 
and  his  instructions  given,  and  inevitably  implied, 
the  Secretary  had  ubo  the  power  to  do  this,  i 
shall  therefore  now  |)roceed  to  a  more  special  cod- 
sideration  of  the  first  chaive,  that  the  Secretary 
liaa  violated  the  law  in  applying  a  portion  of  the 
principal  borrowed  to  the  payment  of  the  intetesi 
Jailing  due  upon  that  pmcipal,  which  was  nol 
authorised  by  law.  Betbre  I  jHOceed,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  wonld  wish  to  remark  that,  whilst  1  con- 
aider  no  jwinciple  in  leeislation  more  correct  than 
that  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
onlv  under  appropriations  by  law^  yet  1  consider 
both  as  impracticable  and  raiichievous  the  doc- 
trine that  the  money  arisiika  from  a  special  tax 
shall,  in  no  instance^  be  used  for  any  other  than 
that  special  purpose  for  which  the  tax  wai  im- 
posed, but  ain  of  opinion  tliat  the  sums  raised 
ought  rather  to  be  c<msidered  as  an  aggregate  fund, 
applicable  to  aggregate  purpose* ;  and,  mdeed,  it 
a  rigid  adherence  to  the  precise  letter  of  the  law 
is  necessary,  there  ha*  t>eeD  no  occasion  to  gc 
abroad  (o  search  for  violations;  for  our  Qovern- 
ment  at  home  has  been  able  to  act  only  by  this 
violation.  Itiswellknownthattbedutiesof impost 
and  tonnage  are  appropriated,  first,  to  produce  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  thooaand  dollars  lor  the  civil 
list  then  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  Foreign  Debt, 
""  ■         3  that,  by  a  rigid  observance  of  this 


been  borrowed,  and  was  already  on  haad  abroatL  in 
a  supply  of  proviskus  from  here  to  the  Island  of 
St.  Domingo.  The  Secretary,  therefore,  and 
doubtless  with  the  consent  of  the  Psbbidbht,  in- 
stead of  transmittiiig  eithet  bills  or  money  from 
this  cenntry  to  France,  in  order  to  pay  the  in- 
terest due  there,  and  bringing  tlie  money  bor- 
rowed to  pay  the  French  Debt  into  this  country, 
in  order  to  furnish  supplies  for  St.  Domingo,  has 
committed  the  great  crime  of  directing  the  money 
borrowed,  and  Mready  upon  the  spot,  to  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  interest  due,  and  has  taken 
the  sums  applicable  to  the  payments  of  that  inte- 
rest, which  was  already  here,  and  made  use  of  it 
10  pay  the  Debt  due  to  France  in  the  produce  of 
the  United  Slates ;  so  that,  although,  apparently, 
a  portion  of  the  prinoipal  Wrowed  has  been  ap- 
pbed  to  pay  an  intet-esi  due,  yet  in  reality  its 
capacity  to  be  thus  u«ed  arose  from  its  conatt- 
toting  u  this  countrv  an  equivalent  sum  apdioa- 
ble,  and  which  has  oeen  applied  to  pay  off  the 
principal  of  the  French  Debt,  the  object  fix  which 
the  money  was  borrowed.  Let  cuidor  investi- 
gate this  transaction,  and  sure  I  am  its  dedncticus 
will  be  directly  the  contrary  oti.  cha^e  of  crimi- 
nation. I  shall  conclude  with  observing  that  1 
should  have  proceeded  to  ezunine  the  other  reso- 
lutions, which  I  coiksider  as  weak  as  those  I  hare 
made  short  comments  uptm,  were  I  not  restzained 
by  the  Rules  of  the  House.  But  this  I  will  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  they  will  be  proved  unfounded  in 
their  investigation,  and  will  merit  the  witty  ob- 
■__  ofacelebtated writer, that  "though they 

.. )..•    tU^.,   :ii  i-„n  l;t_  ik...  _i^I.  I) 


fers,  and  then  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the 

of  me  Foreign  Debt— a  process  which  taily  re- 


I  of  the  law.  Indeed,  Mr. 
Chairman,  if  the  act*  of  common  life  bear  any 
analogy  with  puMic  management,  which  1  be- 
lieve, what  could  be  considered  as  being  more 
extraordinary  than  that  an  individual  should  ap- 
raopriate  the  proceeds  of  one  brm  to  purchase 
bread,  of  another  drink,  and  to  declare,  in  the  face 
of  contingencies,  that,  happen  what  may,  he  would 
starve,  should  the  bread  crop  £ail,  rathef  than  use 
the  surj^as  of  that  appropriated  to  purchase  drink 
for  its  purchase.  But  to  return.  What  is  this 
charge?  A  sum  of  money  was  due  abroad  for 
the  interest  of  1791  and  1792,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
domestic  revenues  of  1791  and  1792 ;  the  United 
Stales  had  an  offer  to  make  a  payment  in  part  of 
what  was  due  to  France,  for  which  money  had 


rose  like  a  rocket,  they  will  fall  like  the  slick." 

Mr.  W.  Smith  regretted  that  so  important  an 
inquiry  had  been  institnted  at  the  very  £lose  of 
the  session,  when  the  members  were  thronged 
with  business  of  an  indispensable  nature,  and  it 
was  loaTcely  possible  for  them  to  bestow  that  at- 
tention and  deliberation  which  the  nature  of  the 
subject  called  for.  But,  while  he  expressed  diis 
regret,  he  assured  the  Committee  tnal  it  was 
mmgled  with  much  satisfaction,  in  finding  that 
the  vagtie  charges  of  mismanagement,  with  which 
the  puolic  had  long  been  alarmed,  were  at  length 
cast  into  a  shape  susceptiUe  of  investigation  and 
decision.  Previous  to  an  examination  of  the  spe- 
cific charge  then  under  consideratioit,  he  claimed 
the  indulgence  of  the  Committee  in  offering  a  few 
preliminary  remarks,  which,  though  they  did  not 
bear  precisely  upon  the  charge  itself,  yet  weic 
intiokalely  connected  with  the  subject-matter  v£ 
the  inquiry,  and  were  iiutiSed  by  the  goteral  re- 
marks of  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  nim. 

In  reoarring  back  to  the  origin  and  progress  of 
this  examination,  it  must  appear  sfMnewhat  stir- 
prising  that  that  which,  in  tne  commencement  of 
the  session,  was  sounded  forth  as  gross  peculation, 
now  turned  out  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
substitution  of  funds,  and  that  that  which  was  an- 
nounced as  abominable  cwniption,  was  dwindled 
away  into  a  mere  drawing  of^money  from  Europe 
into  this  country,  to  be  applied  here  according 
to  law. 

Whatever  credit  might  be  due  to  the.  motives    , 
which  had  originated  this  inquiry,  every  mem)^ 
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■  would  concur  in  the  seotiment,  thu  in  a  OoTein- 
menl  constituted  like  that  of  the  United  States, 
which  had  nothing  but  the  public  coikfidence  tar 
its  basis,  premature  alarms  and  groundless  suspi- 
cions respecting  the  conduct  of  public  officers 
were  pregnant  with  the  most  injurious  conie- 
quences.  This  opinion  was  more  peculiarly  ap- 
plicable to  the  important  station  of  Secretary  of 
the  Treasary.  Intruvted  with  the  management 
of  a  lar^  revenue,  and  necessarily  clothed  with 
some  latitude  of  discretion,  it  was  to  be  expected 
that  he  would  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  public 
Tigilance;  but  as  long  as  he  kepi  in  view  the  iu' 
junctions  of  law,  and  the  public  good,  his  reputa- 
ticHi  wan  entitled  to  that  security  which  is  due  tc 
erery  citizen. 

An  officer,  intnisied  with  the  care  and  distri- 
bution of  public  moneys,  is  generally  looked  at 
with  a  watchful  eyej  mankmn  are  too  prone  to 
•Qspect  the  purity  of  his  conduct;  slight  insinua- 
tions are  but  too  often  sufficient  to  injure  him  in 
the  public  estimation.  Snch  being  the  natural 
projMnsity  of  things,  it  doubtless  behoved  those 
who  wished  for  tranquility  in  the  couittry  to  with- 
Jiold  charges  not  clearly  warmnted  by  proof— (o 
suspend  animadversions  which  were  not  likely  to 
terminate  in  cDDviction.  A  contrary  proceeding 
had  an  inevitable  tendency  unnecessarily  to  alarm 
the  public  mind,  to  inslilinlo  it  suspicions  Against 
the  integrity  of  men  in  high  stations,  to  weaken 
their  puolic  confidence  in  the  Oovenmient,  and  to 
enervate  its  operations. 

There  was  something  remarkable  in  the  nature 
of  the  present  allegations  against  the  Secretary. 
Taking  them  all  into  view,  they  presented  nothing 
which  involved  self-interested,  pecuniary  consider- 
ations; and  in  this,  they  essentially  difieted  from 
accusations  against  financiers  in  other  countries, 
to  whom  motives  of  interest  were  generally 
ascribed  as  the  source  of  their  peculations.  To 
the  Secretary,  no  such  motive  was  imputed;  not- 
withstanding former  insinuations  against  hi: 
t^ity,  the  sum  of  all  the  chaises  now  amounted 
to  nothing  more  than  arrogance,  or  an  assumption 
of  power,  or  an  exercise  of  unautnorized  discretion. 
With  respect  to  discretion,  Mr.  S.  observed  that, 
though  in  the  present  inquiry  it  was  not  necessary 
losay  much  on  that  topic,  being  firmly  {lersuaded 
the  Secretary  had  strictly  pursued  the  bjunciions 
of  law,  yet,  while  on  the  subject,  he  took  occasion 
to  insist  that  in  all  Governments  a  discretionary 
latitude  was  implied  in  Executive  officers,  where 
that  discretion  resulted  from  the  nature  of  the 
office,  or  was  in  pursuance  of  eeneral  authority 
delegated  by  law.  This  principle  was  so  obvious 
that  it  required  no  illustration ;  were  it  contra- 
dicted, he  would  appeal  to  the  conduct  of  the  8e- 
cieta^  of  State,  who,  (hough  directed  to  report  to 
the  House  on  the  commercial  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  bndj  in  the  exercise  of  a  warrant- 
able discretion,  judiciously  withheld  his  ReporL 
He  would  appeal  to  the  Repo.  t  of  the  Committee 
on  the  failure  of  St.  Clair's  expedition,  wherein 
that  failure  was  in  part  attributed  to  the  Com- 


There  was  one  more  observation  wfaieh  he 
thought  proper  to  premise,  before  he  altered  mb 
a  discussion  of  the  cha^^es;  and  that  was  thedit- 
advantageous  situation  m  which  the  finAnciet  of 
this  country  was  placed,  when  epmpared  wak 
that  of  similar  officers  in  other  nations.  Tk 
Minister  of  Finance  in  Qreai  Britain  being  alwayt 
a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  od  a  footia; 
with  other  members,  was  prepared  to  defend  his- 
self  when  attacked.  Mo  charge  could  be  made 
against  his  administration  which  be  bmd  not  u 
immediate  opportunity  of  repelling;  and  the 
charge  and  the  refutation  went  out  to  the  worU 
together.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treuory  wh, 
on  the  contrary,  not  even  permitted  to  come  lo 
the  bar  and  to  vindicate  himself.  Through  the 
imperfect  medium  of  written  reports  he  wasctnt- 
pelled,  when  called  upon  for  informatioD,  to  an- 
swer, as  it  were  by  anticipation,  charges  irhieh 
were  not  specific,  without  knowing  orecisely 
against  what  partof  hisadministrationsutaequent 
specific  charges  would  be  brought  to  bear. 

If  in  his  reports  he  was  concise,  he  was  cenaiucd 
for  suppressing  information ;  if  he  entered  into  i 
vindication  of  the  motives  which  influenced  hii 


conduct,  he  was  then  criminated  for  stuf 
reports  with  metaphysical  reasonings.  A  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  FinnLEv]  hxd  said 
that  the  Secretary's  reports  were  so  volumiiioui 
that  he  was  quite  bewildered  by  them,  and  that 
instead  of  their  throwing  any  light  on  toe  subject, 
he  was  more  in  ^e  dark  than  ever.  It  was  tme, 
the  reports  were  voluminous,  but  not  more  so  than 
the  imputations  on  the  Secretary's  conduct  and 
the  orders  of  the  House  justified.  He  did  not 
think  that  any  member,  who  had  attentively  pe- 
rused them,  could  justly  complain  of  want  of  in- 
formation, or  of  being  more  m  the  dark  than  he- 
fore  ;  he.  on  the  contrary,  believed  that  so  moeh 
light  had  been  thrown  on  the  whole  of  the  Secre- 
tary's fiscal  operations,  that  if  any  member  could 
not  see,  it  must  be  owing  to  the  glare  of  ti^t 
being  too  strong  for  his  eyes.  Having  made  theae 
observations,  Mr.  S.  said  he  should  proceed  to 
examine  the  first  charge,  which,  after  much  reflec- 
tion bestowed  on  it,  appeared  to  him  to  cootain 
nothing  that  was  not  perfectly  authorized  by  the 
strict  letter  of  the  law. 

8.  proceeded  next  to  examine  the  charge 

consideration.    It  consisted  of  two  iieots: 

the  first,  the  application  of  a  certain  portion  of  the 

principal  sum  Borrowed  in  Europe  to  the  payment 

'' '  iterest  falling  due  upon  that  principal,  which 

as  contended  was  not  authorized  by  any  law ; 

second,  the  drawing  part  of  the  same  moneys 

the  United  Slates,  without  the  instructions  of 

the  PREeiuEKT. 

The  first  item  of  this  supposed  violation  of  law 
appeated'of  so  frivolous  a  oatnte  that  it  did  not 
~erii  much  discDssioo ;  at  any  rale,  it  was  m<«e 
I  objection  of  form  than  of  substance.  If  lie 
imprehended  well  the  purjMri  of  the  charg.^,  it 
was  nothing  more  than  ihia — that  the  Secretary 
having  moneys  at  bis  disposal  in  Europe  applica- 


manding  General's  not  being  invested  with  a  dis-  I  ble  lolhe  purchase  of  stock  in  this  country,  and 
^iftion  to  act  according  to  circumstances.  |  having  at  the  same  time  moneys  in  this  country 
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applicable  to  the  psyiBetit  of  the  interest  nbroad, 
had  substituted  the  one  for  the  other.  He  had 
paid  the  foreigB  inleresi  out  of  the  foreign  funds 
and  he  had  purehaaed  stock  with  the  domestic 
funds.  This  was  the  heinous  offence  with  which 
he  was  charB:ed,  and  which  was  thought  sufficient 
10*  remove  aim  from  office.  If  the  moneys  in 
I  BuTopemight  hare  been  drawntothiscountryby 
bills,  lor  the  purchase  of  the  Debt,  it  might  have 
equally  been  drawn  here,  by  ordering  the  applica- 
tion of  a  sum  in  Europe,  for  a  purpose  which 
would  be  represented  by  an  equal  sum  here,  to  be 
applied  to  the  purchase.  The  substance,  not  the 
form,  is  to  decide  whether  this  mode  of  negotiating 
the  matter  was  proper.  Suppose  bills  had  been 
ordered  to  be  drawn  on  the  Commissioners,  and 
remitted  to  them,  on  acconnt  of  the  foreign  in- 
lereat,  would  not  this  have  been  as  re^ar  as  to 
draw  them  for  salel  Did  the  execouon  of  the 
law  require  that  the  Secretary,  having  Amds  ip 
Europe  with  which  the  foreign  interest  might  be 
discharged,  should  nevertheless  remit  moneys 
abroad  tor  that  purpose,  and  then,  having  funds  m 
this  country  wiu  which  the  purchases  of  the  Debt 
might  be  made,  should  draw  bills  to  britig  the 
foreign  funds  here  1  Was  there  any  necessity  for 
this  Comdex  operation,  for  the  expense  of  remit- 
tance, the  probable  loss  on  the  rale  of  bills,  the 
loss  of  interest  while  the  monev  was  in  fronntu 
when  the  whole  matter  could  be  negotiated  by 
the  simple  and  economical  mode  pursued?  So 
for  from  this  arrangement  being  a  ground  of  cen- 
sure, Mr.  S.  assert^  that,  had  the  Becretaiy  pur- 
sued the  other  mode,  he  would  iMve  been  animad- 
rerted  upon  with  great  severity  for  such  an 
extraordinary  course.  Me  would  have  been  ac- 
cused of  ignorance  of  his  duty,  and  every  loss 
incidental  to  the  transaction  would  have  been 
cbarsed  to  his  account. 

The  second  division  of  the  charge,  being  of 
more  magnitude,  required  a  more  lengthy  discus- 
sion. This  instance  of  vioUlion  consisted  in  a 
supposed  deviation  from  the  iikstructions  of  the 
PaEBiDBNT,  or  a  supposed  actmg  withont  any  in- 
struction whatever.  It  was,  however,  b^vrng 
the  question ;  it  was  takine  for  granted  toal  wnicE 
did  not  appear,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed. And  here.  Mr.  S.  observed,  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  Wl  entirely  reversed  one  of  the 
fundamental  maxims  of  criminal  jurisprudence, 
which  declared  that  innocence  should  be  pre- 
sumed and  guilt  proved ;  whereas  they  had  pre- 
sumed guilt,  and  called  uprak  the  accused  to  prove 
his  innocence. 

And  what  was  the  slender  basis  on  which  the 
presumption  was  built  ?  Why,  say  the  gentlemen, 
the  instructions  from  the  Prbsideht  to  the  Secre- 
tary, which  have  been  laid  before  the  House,  re- 
late only  to  the  payment  of  the  French  debt,  and 
convey  m  authority  to  draw  any  of  the  foreign 
loan  into  this  country  for  the  purchase  of  stock ; 
«nd  hence  they  infer,  he  had  no  authority  for  this 
latter  purpose. 

To  comptehend  the  fallacy  of  the  inference,  it 
was  only  necessary  to  racur  to  the  laws,  and  to 
the  pRisiviirr'B  commission  to  the  Secretary  to 


negotiate  the  loans.  Two  acts  of  Congress  t 
passed ;  one  on  the  4th  of  August,  the  other  on  i 
12lh  of  August.  1790.    Thefirst  authorized  a  loan 


of  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  applicable  t 
payment  of  the  French  debt ;  the  other  a  loan  of 
two  millions,  applicable  to  the  purchase  of  the  Do- 
mestic debt.  The  Pbesioent'b  commission  to 
the  Secretary  embraced  both  acts  and  both  ob- 
jects, and  under  that  commission  one  loan  was 
negotiated  applioable  to  both  objects.  True  it  is, 
that  the  Presideht'b  first  instructions  were  con- 
fined to  one  object,  namely,  the  French  debt ;  but 
the  inference  is  not  that  no  other  ii  ' 


lority;  but  the  very  reverse,  that  the  Prbsidbrt 
either  left  the  other  object  to  the  general  discre- 
tion of  the  Secretary,  who  was,  ex  <^cio.  the 
proper  a^nl  and  his  representative;  or  that  he 
reserved  it  for  subsequent  and  occasional  instruc- 

This  inference  must  be  the  true  one ;  first,  be- 
cause a  contrary  supposition  would  impute  to  the 
PRBBinENT  an  ulegaJ  intention,  that  of  applying 
all  the  moneys  borrowed  under  both  acts  to  the 
object  of  one  only ;  secondly,  because  the  commis- 
sion extending  to  the  borrowing  fourteen  miltitms 
of  dollars,  ana  embracing  both  objects,  and  the 
instructions  beinc  confined  to  twelve  millions  of 
dollars,  and  to  only  one  object,  it  followed  that  the 
other  either  was  leA  to  discretionary  management, 
or  to  after  regulation,  for  the  law  enjoined  uie  exe- 
cution of  both. 

If  presumption,  then,  was  to  govern,  the  more 
natunkl  presumption  was,  that  the  officer  acted  ac- 
cording to  some  general  discretion  reposed  in  him, 
or  according  to  instructions  from  time  to  time 
given.  These  instructions  may  have  been  vert»l, 
as  well  as  written.  The  written  instructions  given 
in  the  first  instance  were  evidently  confined  to  the 
object  of  the  first  act.  The  necessary  conclusion 
it,  that  the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed 
under  the  second  act  was  not  meant  to  be  includ- 
ed in  that  instruction,  but  was  left  to  be  regu- 
lated by  a  general  discretion,  or  by  occasional  di- 
rections, verbal  or  otherwise. 

To  presume  that  the  Secretary  acted  without 
the  sanction  of  the  Pbesii>ent  was  to  suppose 
that  the  Prebioent  was  totally  ignorant  of  the 
application  of  any  part  of  the  loan  to  the  pur- 
chase of  the  debt.  But  there  is  in  the  possession 
of  the  House  abundant  testimony  of  the  Prebi- 
BBwr'a  privily  and  co-operation — 

1st  In  his  Speech  to  both  Houses,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1790,  in  announcing  the  loan,  he  expressly  re- 
fers to  its  beins  made  by  virtue  of  both  acts,  there- 
by implying  clearly  that  it  had  reference  to  the 
objects  of  both.  He  therein  likewise  refers  the 
House  to  a  further  communication  Icom  the  Se- 
cretary on  that  subject. 

3dly.  TheSecretarjr,pursuant  to  that  reference, 
informed  the  House,  in  the  name  and  by  order  of 
the  pBBBinBitT,  that  a  part  of  the  loan,  to  wit: 
150,000florins,  was  applied  in  payment  to  France; 
another  part,  to  wit:  160,000  norins,  to  the  Dutch 
debt;  and  that  it  was  deemed  highly  advisable  to 
apply  the  residue  to  the  purchase  of  the  debt,  IT 
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Congress  would  remove  a  doubi  as  to  the  terms 
on  which  the  loan  had  been  negotiated.  Ck>D- 
gress  did  remove  that  doubt  by  their  act  of  Much, 
1791.  It  followed,  then,  of  couTse,  that  the  resi- 
due would  be  applied  according  to  the  intimation 
given.  It  wa«  bo  understood  on  all  hands,  and  the 
money  being  to  beinv^tedin  this  country,  it  like- 
wise followed  of  course  that  it  must  be  drawn 
here.  A  contrary  conduct  would  have  been  cao- 
surable.  And  yet,  notwithstanding  these  facts, 
though  the  pRsaiDBNT  had  infonned  the  House, 
as  far  back  as  December,  1790,  that  the  loan  had 
been  a  conjunct  loan,  under  ihe  authority  of  both 
acts,  and  coaseauently  for  both  objects,  though,  at 
the  same  time,  ne  had  referred  the  House  to  the 
Secretary  for  further  information  in  relation  to 
llut  loan  and  its  applicability,  though  the  Secre- 
tary had,  iu  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Phesi- 
nBNT,  informed  the  House,  by  his  Report  in  Fe- 
bruary, 1791,  that  only  a  part  of  the  money  bor- 
TQwed  had  been  applied  to  the  French  and  Dutch 
debt,  and  that  the  residue  would  be  applied  to  the 
pnicoase  of  stock,  as  soon  as  Congress  removed 
the  doubt ;  though  Congress  passed  a  law  express- 
ly to  remove  that  doubt,  yet  it  had  been  gravely 
and  earnestly  contended  that  the  Secretary  was 
not  authorized  to  apply  any  [lart  of  that  money  to 
the  purchase  of  stock  ;  that  it  was  dona  without 
the  sanction  of  the  President  ;  and  that  Conffress, 
until  the  late  call  for  iofomiation,  were  totaUy  ig- 
norant of  the  application  of  any  part  of  it  to  tlut 
object. 

There  was,  then,  the  fullest  and  most  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  the  privity  and  concurrence  i^ 
the  PHsaiDENT  in  conm'mation  of  the  evidence  re- 
sulting from  official  relation.  Between  the  Chief 
Magistrate  and  his  immediate  agents  either  a  ge- 
neral discretion  or  instruction  must  be  presumed, 
because  it  is  presumable  he  will  do  his  duty,  and 
punish  where  either  a  discretion  has  not  been  al- 
lowed, or  instructions  have  not  been  given,  or 
where  those  instructions  have  been  contravened. 

The  argument  on  the  other  side  implies  in  the 
Chief  Mt^lrate  either  ignorance  or  neglect  of 
duty.  On  the  one  hand,  that  he  was  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  transaction ;  or,  on  the  other,  that, 
being  acquainted,  he  acquiesced  in  a  violation  of 
law,  without  removing  the  transgressor.  Could 
it  be  aeriously  said — would  it  not  be  absurdity  to 
suppose— that  an  operation  of  such  extent,  provid- 
ed for  by  law,  communicated  to  both  Houses,  no- 
torious to  all  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia  and 
New  York,  as  that  of  drawing  and  selling  the  bills 
on  Europe,  was  unknown  to  the  PrbsidentI 
Must  he  not  have  been  weU  acquainted  with  these 
trwKactitms,  and  that  without  daily  frequenting 
the  eoSbe-house,  as  some  of  his  friends  lately  ad- 
vised him?  If  the  instructions  or  the  intentions 
of  the  Pbbbident  had  been  contravened,  would 
he  not  have  vindicated  his  own  authority  by  re- 
moving the  officer?  But  it  had  been  objected 
that  the  bills  were  drawn  previous  to  the  sanction 
of  the  Legislature  by  the  confirmatory  act  of 
March,  1791.  Admit  the  fact,  and  there  was 
nothing  rejweheasibla  in  it.  It  appears,  from  the 
first  gttteral  instructions  to  Mf.  Short,  in  Auguat 


1790,  that  the  Secretary  considered  ordinary 
charges  and  five  per  cent,  interest  as  witbin  the 
meaning  of  the  law.  Pursuing  thia  constmctina. 
and  believing  it  to  be  very  important  to  the  gme- 
ral  operations  of  the  Treasury,  he  drew  for  the 
money,  reserving  himaelf  as  to  the  final  appliea- 
tion  for  an  act  of  the  House  removing  the  aooU. 
The  drawing  for  the  money  was  a  mere  inteme- 
diale  step,  which  amounted  neither  to  a  breach. 
nor  to  a  fulfilment  of  the  law,  which  was  irtioUy 
silent  on  that  point.  Theapnlicadonwaa  the  cri- 
terion whether  the  law  had  been  fulfilled  or  mil. 
If  the  Legislature  had  not  removed  the  doubt,  the 
money  would  have  been  remitted  back  for  the  fo- 
reign object,  and,  from  the  relative  price  of  public 
and  private  bills,  without  loss,  probably  with  ad- 
vantage. It  was  prudent,  in  tne  mean  time^ra 
5 lace  It  where  it  was  l^ly  to  be  most  Bselnl. 
'his  was  done.  It  was  indeed  remarkable  that 
ail  jhe  points  now  raised  as  objections  were  m&de 
known  in  the  report,  before  alluded  to,  of  Pebni- 
ary,  1791,  as  things  done  or  intended.  No  objec- 
tion was  then  made  or  dr^med  of. 

It  has  been  asked.  Why  have  the  ittstnicticais 
not  been  produced,  if  any  existed?  The  call  had 
been  only  for  copies  of  authorities ;  the  inatnie- 
tions  may  have  been  verbal.  The  Secrrtary,  ia 
his  Report  on  Loans,  informed  the  House  "  that, 
"  besides  the  first  general  instroctions,  the  trnn 
"  reposed  in  him  was  to  be  r^ulated  by  sutwe- 
"  quent  and  occasional  direcbons."  A  motive 
very  honorable  to  him  might  be  assi^ed  for  hit 
not  bringing  forward  the  Prbbident'b  instraetioH 
as  a  cover.  Relying;  that  the  province  of  the 
House  was  to  examine  into  the  effects  of  mea- 
sures, their  conformity  to  law  and  the  public  good, 
and  that  the  necessary  Executive  instructions  were 
CO  be  presumed,  the  Secretary  had  evidently  cho* 
sen  to  implicate  the  Presiimnt  as  little  as  pos- 

The  (H'der  requested  the  Pbxbidbnt  to  la^  be- 
fore the  House  copies  of  the  authorities  directing 
the  ap[dication  of  the  moneys  borrowed.  It  was 
evident  that  the  PaEatnaNT  construed  Ais  order 
into  a  call,  not  for  the  instnictions  from  him  to 
the  Secretary,  but  for  the  itMtructions  from  the 
Secretary  to  Kis  agents ;  because,  in  the  repMt 
made  in  pursuance  of  that  order,  the  Secretary 
presents,  by  order  of  the  PKESinatfT,  his  own  let- 
ters to  Messrs.  Short,  Willink,  and  Van  Btap- 
horst,  as  the  authorities  to  apply  the  jwoceeds  of 
the  loans.  It  followed,  therefore,  that  the  paper 
relied  on  was  not  intenaed  to  be  given  as  the  only 
instruciion  respecting  the  application  of  the  loan- 
The  inference  from  it  was  consequently  errane- 
ous.  The  PBBeiDBHT  could  never  conceive  that 
the  House  meant  to  call  for  his  private  instmc* 
tions  from  time  to  time  imparled  to  his  immedi- 
ate agent  under  the  words  of  the  resolution.  That 
link  must  have  been  presumed.  He  therefore  di- 
rected a  trannoission  of  the  authorities  fVom  the 
Secretary  to  his  agents. 

But  what  has  the  want  or  breach  of  instructions 
to  do  with  the  breach  of  the  law  ?  Sa[qxMe  no 
instructions  given,  or  the  instruetiaiu  not  panned, 
and  yet  suppose  the  law  to  have  been  completely 
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muBved,  conid  it  be  said  tbeie  was  any  breach  of 
uw?  Or  suppose  instructions  given  and  strictly 
poTsned.  and  the  law  to  have  been  departed  from, 
would  tlie  adherence  to  instructions  hare  justified 
that  departure  7    Either  what  was  done  wu  nu- 

Oor  it  would  have  been  agreeable  to  law. 
rm  the  contrary,  would  be  to  confound  two 
thinffs  perfectly  distinct— instructions  and  laws. 
The  resolution  imports  that  the  Secretary  has 
violated  the  law  of  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  by  not 
punuioKtiieinstnictionaof thepREaiDBNT.  That 
uw  is  silent  as  to  instructions.  It  does  not  re- 
quire that  the  Pbebident  ihall  give  initractions 
to  the  Secretary ;  nor  does  it  require  that  the  Se- 
cretary shall  be  alone  guided  by  the  instructions 
of  the  pRBSiDBNT.  It  onlv  directs  the  Phebioikt 
to  cause  a  certain  sum  to  be  borrowed,  and  leaves 
it  to  him  to  cause  aproper  a[>plication  to  be  made 
(^  the  proceeds.  The  drawing  money  into  this 
country,  with  or  without  authority,  to  apply  it  to 
the  purchase  of  the  debt,  cannot  be  deemed  a  vio- 
lation of  the  law  of  the  4th  of  August,  for  it  was 
not  loaned  under  the  authority  of  that  act  alone, 
but  under  the  joint  authority  of  the  two  acts.  It 
any  thine  is  meant  by  the  resolution,  it  ought 
mention  oolh  the  acts. 

To  go  further,  Mr.  S.  insisted  that  the  Secre- 
tary had,  virfute  officii,  a  lemil  authority  to  apply 
the  moneys  when  borrow^,  accordiuK  to  law, 
without  instructions.  The  loans  mieht  nave  been 
made  in  the  United  States  as  well  as  abroad. 
Suppose  them  obtained  of  the  Bank  of  Boston, 
would  it  have  been  criminal  fur  the  Secretary, 
without  instructions,  to  have  drawn  the  money  to 
the  places  where  it  would  be  most  advantageouslv 
invested?  Suppose  the  loan  obtained  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  would  it  have  been  deemed 
irregular  to  have,  without  inftructioos,  issued  a 
waiTsnt  to  place  them  in  the  Treasury  1  Why 
was  it  more  irregular  or  more  criminal  to  draw 
them  from  mbroed  fls  a  preliminary  stepi 

The  moment  the  foreign  loans  were  negotiated, 
ai>d  the  moneys  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Secre- 
tary's agents  abroad,  from  that  moment  they  be- 
came as  much  under  his  control  and  superintend' 
ence,  subject  to  legal  appropriation,  as  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury.  It  was  not  necessary,  to  estab- 
lish this  position,  that  the  subject  of  foreign  li 
should  have  been  specially  mentioned  in  the  ' 
Mitvition  of  the  Treasury  Department.  Many 
things  resulted  collaterally  from  the  general  struc- 
ture of  an  institution  which  were  not  expressed 

He  did  not,  however,  intend  that  the  doctrine 
hei«  advanced  should  tottch  the  question  as  to 
wtaM  official  jiwriety  might  have  required  be- 
tween the  Chief  Magistrate  and  the  Secretary. 
It  was  die  point  of  legality  only  which  he  meant 
to  examine.  In  all  fixeentive  functions  relating 
to  die  finances^  the  Secretary  must  be  considered 
as  die  agent  of  the  PKEsinEnr,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture must  lake  it  for  mnted,  where  the  contrary 
ia  BOt  monifett.  that  the  relation  has  been  properly 
attOKted  to.  Justice  to  both  characters  dictated 
the  presitmptioB. 

It  dearly  restated  Awn  these  remarks — 


directly  the  reverse. 

2dlv.  It  as  clearly  resulted,  that  if  there  was,  it 
would  not  follow  (hat  there  nad  oeen  a  violation 

Having  gone  through  this  resolution^  Mr'.  S. 
observed,  that,  if  there  was  as  little  of  criminality 
in  the  subsequent  charges  as  in  that  which  he  had 
'ust  discussed — and  from  an  attentive  examination 
le  sincerely  believed  it— he  was  satisfied  that,  not- 
wilhstandinf  all  the  severe  animadversions  niUi- 
in,  and  all  the  virulent  calumny  without,  the  walls 
ofCoiwress,  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  would 
come  forth  chaste  and  unblemished.  Instead  of 
anything  being  detected  which  would  disgrace 
Pandemonium,  nothing  could  be  chargealSe  to 
him  which  would  sully  the  purest  angel  in  Hea- 
—  Whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  ex- 
10  the  wisdom  and  benefit  of  his  measures, 
is  confident  in  saying,  that  in  every  thing 
the  Secretary  bad  don&  he  had  been  suided  by 
principles  honorable  and  patriotic,  and  he  trusted 
that  a  very  j^reat  majority  of  the  Committee 
would,  by  tiieiT  votes,  evince  the  same  sentiment. 
The  sword  of  justice,  it  was  said,  ought  at  times 
to  be  taken  from  its  scabbard  to  keep  creat  puUic 
functionaries  within  the  pale  of  the  law ;  but  it 
should  be  remembered  thatif  Justice  had  its  swoid 
to  punish  the  guilty,  it  had  likewise  its  shield  to 
protect  the  innocent.  If  the  Secretary  had  com- 
mitted a  wanton  violation  of  law.  let  the  sword  be 
drawu  forth  for  his  punishment ;  but  if  he  has  pur- 
sued the  dictates  oi^an  enlightened  patriotism,  the 
Committee  were  called  upon  to  raise  the  shield 
for  the  defence  of  a  faithful  officer. 

Mr.  FiKULEV  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Bein^  strongly  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  our  time,  w^ch  is  now  so  near 
an  end,  thoueh  I  bad  the  honor  of  secondiuA  the 
resolutions,  1  took  no  part  in  the  debates  oi  yes- 
terday ;  nor  will  I  now  detain  you  with  replies  to 
many  of  the  arguments  which  have  been  offered 
against  the  resolution  now  under  discussion. 

Upon  one  argument  frequently  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  kst  up,  viz :  the  greatness  of  the 
Secretary's  character,  &c.,  I  will  only  make  a  sin- 

tle  remark.  There  is  no  character  officially 
nown  in  Executive  Departments  of  this  Go- 
vernment, who  merits  pre-eminence,  or  to  whom 
a  degree  of  greatness  can  be  ascribed,  but  in  pro- 
portion to  his  prompt  execution  of  the  laws,  and 
the  attention  with  which  he  discharges  the  duties 
of  his  office.  From  this  rule,  the  pREsmBNT  him- 
self is  not  exempted,  much  less  a  subordinate  Se- 
cretary, whose  appointment  is  during  pleasur^ 
and  the  duties  assigned  him  of  a  changeable  and 
temporary  nature.  But  to  come  to  the  resolution 
before  us.  The  first  questions  that  offer  them- 
selves, are :  Was  the  money  in  question  appropria- 
ted to  special  and  distinct  purposes  ?  Did  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  apply  the  money  to  other 
uses  than  the  law  directed? 

In  answer  to  the  first,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
advert  tothe  law  authorizing  the  loans.  Thelaw 
authorizing  the  twelve  milfion  loan,  appropriates 
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whatever  amount  may  "be  borrowed  solely  lo  the 
payment  of  debls  then  due  lo  France  and  Holland. 
The  law  authorising  the  two  million  loan  directs 
the  application  thereof  lo  the  redemption  of  the 
Domestic  Debt,  in  aid  of  about dollars,  aris- 
ing from  the  revenues  previous  to  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary,   .  These  appropriations  are  precise,  dis- 
tinct, and  uDcoaditmnaf.  With  respect  to  the 
uses,  DO  room  was  left  for  the  exercise  of  discre- 
tion. The  will  of  the  Legislature  was  eiprcas 
and  clearly  defined ;  it  left  no  room  for  evasion, 
Dor  any  excuse  for  mbtake ;  nor  did  the  Presi- 
dent transfer  lo  the  Secretary  any  other  author- 
ity or  iDStructioDs  thaD  what  the  law  expressed. 
But  the  geotleman  from  South  Carolina  says, 
that  the  presumplioD  is,  thai  the  PaEsinENT  aid 
give  other  instructions  than  he  has  communica- 
ted ;  ihat,  in  this  case,  presumption  should  be  ad- 
mitted as  conclusive  testimony,  and  that  neither 
the  Secretary  dof  the  Phebideht  is  obliged  ■ 
communicate  the  instructions  ot  authority  to 
The  gentleman  ts  a  lawver :  I  will  appeal  to  hi 
self;  1  Will  appeal  to  all  the  professional  me 
bers  on  the  ooor,  whether  presumptioDs  can  be 
admitted  as  proof,  where,  in  the  oatute  of  the 
ease,  positive  testimony  can  be  procured.  Surely, 
in  Courts  of  Justice,  positive  testimony  is  always 
required,  and  presumptive  is  rarely  admitted ;  but 
in  this  case,  the  presumptive  is  by  the  gentlema 
set  in  opposition  to  the  positive.  However,  thi 
u  not  tue  case  in  fact.  The  President  did  giv 
commission  and  instructions,  and  those  are  fully 
communicated  to  us.  If  he  conceived  we  '  ' 
right  to  demand  them,  he  would  have  told 
iflie  had  kept  any  part  of  them  back,  he  would 
baVe  informed  us,  and  assigned  his  reasons  for 
doiuc  so.  I  presume  that  the  PREsiitENT  has 
acted  the  part  of  a  candid,  honest  man ;  the  gen- 
tlenuD  presumes  the  reverse.  The  suggestion 
that  this  House,  which  has  the  exclusive  right  of 
originating  the  appropriation  of  money,  has  no 
right  to  be  informed  of  the  application  of  it,  is  so 
novel  and  extraordinary,  so  inconsistent  with  every 
idea  of  propriety  and  good  Government,  that  it 
requires  no  reply. 

Did  the  Secretary  apply  the  money  borrowed 
ID  Europe  agreeably  to  the  legal  appropriations 
and  the  instructions  of  the  President?  '^Jo,  he 
did  Dot ;  though  some  of  the  gentlemen  do  not  ac- 
knowledge this,  j'et  the  Seerelary  has  clearly  ac- 
knowledged it  himself,  and  has  filled  his  Reports 
with  labored  and  ingenious  apologies  for  so  doing. 
He  has  suggested  a  variety  of  motives,  and  taken 
infinite  pains  to  charm  us  with  the  mighty  pub1i<' 
advantages  resulting  from  his  doing  so.  He  ai. 
knowledges  combining  the  loaos,  and  direcllDg  the 
application  of  them,  in  the  very  offset,  in  a  way 
contrary  to  law;  he  acknowledges  having  drawn 
to  Ibis  country,  and  applied  in  Europe,  to  uses  for 
which  other  moneys  were  appropriated,  near 
$3,000,000.  Out  of  this  he  has  paid  upwards  of 
»4b0,000  of  the  French  debt,  to  St.  Domingo.  I 
do  not  complain  of  paying  the  ioteresl  due  in  Eu- 
rope out  of  the  money  drawn  here.  The  gentle- 
men apply  the  force  of  their  arguments,  with 
great  attention,  to  support  or  apologize  for  this 


part  of  the  Secretarjr'i  conduct,  as  if  aouDst  tU* 
only  the  charge  ia  tne  resolution  lay-  But  w«  do 
not  object  to  applying  that  moaey  in  Holland, 
which.ought  to  have  Deen  brought  here,  if  the 
money  which,  according  to  the  appropriatioa, 
shoula  have  gone  to  Holland,  had  been  put  to  the 
use  here  for  which  the  other  was  intended.  A 
simple  exchange  of  money  for  the  purposes  of 
conveniency  or  economy,  is  properly  one  of  those 
cases  to  which  Minialerial  discretion  may  safely 
be  extended ;  but  the  question  before  us  is,  the 
money  has  not  been  replaced,  The  amount  of 
money  has  not  been  applied  to  the  uses  intended  j 
consequently,  the  appropriation  has  been  disre- 
garded. It  is  acknowledged  that  though  th^ 
were  upwards  of  $1,300,000  of  the  Domestic  Sink- 
ing Fund,  and  upwards  of  $2,300  000  drawn  froca 
Europe,  besides  the  moneys  applied  to  the  relief 
of  St.  Domingo ;  and  yet,  when  these  inquiriee 
began,  there  was  not  $1,000,000  applied  to  the  re- 
demption of  the  Public  Debt,  ana  even  yet  the 
whole  of  the  domestic  appropriation  has  not  been 
applied  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  notwithstanding 
that  the  Public  Debt  is  now,  and  has  for  sonic 
time  been  under  par.  We  have  it  on  record  that 
the  Secretary  never  informed  the  Commisaioners 
of  the  drafts  he  made  on  Europe,  althouKh  the 
fund  was  exclusively  to  be  at  their  disposaT 

However,  I  will  not  detam  the  Committee  witb 
minute  calculations.  They  are  not  necessary; 
the  Secretary  has  acknowledged  tbat  he  drew 
more  money  from  Europe  than  the  law  author- 
ized him  to  do ;  that  he  was  influenced  to  do  so 
by  motives  not  contemplated  in  the  law,  and  had 
either  applied  itj  or  drew  it  from  Europe  with  the 
design  of^  applying  it  to  uses  not  authoriied,  and 
tbat  he  has  broken  in  upon  the  fund  appropriated 
~    the  discharge  of  the  French  debt. 


Indeed,  the  delay  of  information,  the  reeeiriue 

'iv  piecemeal,  the  abundance  of  reasoning  and 

apologies,  when  only  simple  and  plain  siaiemenft 


,  .  .1,  jt:uu<?fa  a,  scruuijy  m  tui  uu  calcu- 
lations a  work  of  time  and  labor.  Therefore,  I 
have  contented  myself  with  the  facts  which  the 
Secretary  acknowledges  and  vindicates  on  the 
questionable  ground  of  policy.  It  remains  to  be 
mquired,  had  the  Secretary  a  right  to  depart  from 
the  directions  of  the  law  in  the  execution  of  it? 
Could  he,  without  a  violation  of  the  law,  divert 
the  money  from  its  appropriate  uses,  to  purpoaes 
foreign  to  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  ?  He 
"?rtainly  could  not. 

The  application  of  appropriations  is  the  most 
sacred  and  important  trust  the  Legislature  can 
infer.  If  they  may  be  made  to  bend  to  the  will 
or  projecting  policy  of  a  Financier,  there  is  an 
end  of  all  security  and  confidence.  When  the 
Legislature  makes  an  appropriation  of  a  general 
fund  to  a  variety  of  uses,  as  has  been  done  with 
respect  to  the  impost,  tonnage,  excise,  dbc.,  there 
is  necessarily  a  considerable  degree  of  discretion 
left  with  the  Executive,  as  far  as  respects  prefer^ 
ence  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  appropriate  uaea. 
But  where  the  money  is  appropriated  solely  to  a 
special  purpose,  as  in  the  case  of  the  loan^  he 
who  executes  the  law  has  no  d^^ee  of  power 
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over  the  ap^roprialioa.  There  is  am|de  room  for 
disc  rel  ion  m  many  material  ci  re  urns  lances  re- 
specting them,  such  as  the  terms  of  contract,  the 
Ume  ofdrawiug,  the  agents  employed,  Ac.,  but 
aifsume  or  exercise  the  power  of  changing  the  ap- 
propriation is  assuming  a  power  to  repeal  the  law 
itsdr  in  its  most  essential  authority ;  it  is  assum 
iog  (hat  power  of  dispensing  with  the  laws  whicl 
produced  the  late  revolution  in  Britain.  If  the 
will  of  the  Minister  may  control  and  give  another 
diiection  to  the  will  of  the  Legislature,  the  Sove- 
reign Legislative  authority  is  tr&nsferred  from  the 
Representative  of  the  people  to  the  temporary 
Minister.  If  we  admit  that  the  Ministerial  agent 
b  not  responsible  for  his  conduct,  nor  subie  *  " 
censure,  because  he  is  appointed,  and  in  tni 

stance  authorized  by  tlie  President  we  wil 

troduce  the  long-exploded  doctrine  of  Chutes  I.  of 
Britaia,  which  brought  ruin  on  the  King  and  the 
Government.  However,  there  is  an  essential  dif- 
ference, for  in  the  case  before  us,  the  aathorily 
and  inatruetions  given  by  the  PREeioENT  were 
agreeably  to  tbe  law,  but  the  conduct  of  the  Min- 
ister wau  contrary  to  both.  If,  as  I  have  said,  the 
anplicftlioD  of  money  to  its  appropriated  lues,  is 
the  most  sacred  and  important  trust  which  the 
Legislature  can  confer ;  if  the  person  who  can  ap- 
ply the  money  to  what  use  he  pleases,  niay,  by 
that  means,  command  all  the  influence  and  bU  the 
force  of  the  Government^  I  conclude  that  betraying 
the  important  trust  partates  of  the  nature  of  treason. 
The  question  before  us  is,  not  whether  the  Se- 
cretary nas  applied  the  money  to  a  good  or  to  a  bad 
ti*e  ?  Whether  he  has,  by  departing  from  the 
l^al  appropriation,  supported  public  credit  better, 
or  made  a  more  convenient  accommodation  to 
what  he  or  his  friend  may  suppose  to  be  the  oa- 
tionat  interests.  Neither  the  Constitution  nor  the 
laws  have  constituted  him  the  jud^e  of  the  na- 
tional interests,  nor  nubmicted  it  to  his  wisdom  to 
prescribe  the  degree  of  public  credit  which  the 
nation  ou^ht  to  possess.  The  public  credit  and 
other  national  interests  ought  to  be  no  other  than 
the  Legislature  wills  them  to  be,  and  ought  only 
10  be  supported  by  the  means,  and  in  the  manner 
thereby  prescribed.  This  is  tne  voice  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  voice  of  the  law,  and  the  voice  of 
reaaon.  The  Prebideitt  and  bolb  branches  of  the 
Legislature  being  the  real,  as  well  as  the  lezal 
Representatives  of  the  people,  it  is  reasonable 
that  they  ^ould  be  the  sole  judges  of  their  inter- 
ests. When  this  House  repeatedly  called  for  in- 
formation from  the  Secretary,  they  did  not  call 
for  political  essays  nor  labored  apologies ;  tbey 
did  not  constitute  him  the  judge  lor,  nor  the  in- 


e  judge 

-^- ^  re;  they 

about  his  variety  of  motives,  nor  hisextensive  and 
self-important  plans.  These  he  might  have  re- 
ferred to  embellish  a  system  of  finance,  when  he 
would  again  be  called  upon  to  report  one  to  the 
House.  They  only  required  an  account  of  his 
stewardship.  It  was  time  enough  to  make  apolo- 
gies when  he  was  hlamed;  prefacing  his  statements 
with  apologies,  aod  b«ang  irritated  at  inquiries, 
and  artfnlly  evading  so  many  calls  for  infbrma- 
tioB,  discovered  :  -■■    -- 


However,  I  will  admit  that  an  Executive  offi- 
cer, pressed  by  some  urgent  and  unexpected  ne- 
cessity, may  fa«  induced  to  depart  from  the  author- 
ized path  m  duty,  and  have  great  merit  in  so  do- 
ing. This  may  tw  the  case  with  the  General  of 
an  army  or  the  Admiral  of  a  fleet,  and,  though 
more  rarely,  even  with  a  Financier.  But  in  such 
emergency,  the  officer  so  acting  will  embrace  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  explain  the  matter  and  ob- 
tain a  jnstification,  whilst  the  recent  feelings  aris- 
ing from  the  occasion  advocates  his  cause  in  die 
public  mind. 

Has  the  Secretary  done  so  in  the  present  in- 
stance? No:  his  conduct  has  been  the  very  re- 
verse. Notwithstanding  repeated  and  explicit 
calls,  both  at  the  last  session  and  the  present,  the 
extent  of  these  transactions  was  concealed.  A 
bill  passed  this  House  authorizing  another  loan  of 
8800,000 ;  a  second  bill  was  urged  in  an  unprece- 
dented manner,  for  a  loan  of  $3,000,000;  and, 
though  this  was  a  favorite  bill  with  the  Minister, 
the  very  inquiry  after  this  information  induced 
his  friends  to  shrink  from  (he  matter,  and  desert 
the  object  about  which  they  had  discovered  so 
much  solicitude.  But  when  the  disclosure  is 
made,  does  there  aroear  any  urgent  necessity  to 
justify  this  measure?  No;  there  was  none  ex- 
cept what  existed  to  the  unauthorized  plans  of  the 
Financier.  He  informs  us  that  he  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  have  always  (^100,000  or  $600,000- at 
his  command.  1  ask  what  law  authorized  him  to 
think  sol  Did  the  Legislature  judge  thb  neces- 
sary 7  No.  Did  he  ever  state  the  necessity  to 
the  Legisln tare,  and  recommeild  such  a  provision  7 
No,  he  did  not ;  and  we  know  he  has  never  been 
backward  in  recommending  Revenue  Systems, 
nor  iii  contriving  uses  for  revenue.  Supposing  a 
sud<kB  necessity  for  money,  arising  ftom  a  disap- 

DOMled  aid  of  the  BanL  whicn  was  to  have  ad- 
ninistered  aid  in  all  sudden  emergencies  7  Could 
lot  bills  have  been  sold  for  cash  when  the  neces- 
lity  pressed  1  Or  could  not  a  temporary  loan 
have  Men  procured  fromaDyof  thebEuiks7  Cer- 
tainly they  could.  Loans  were  obtained  at  the 
Bank  when  no  necessity  required  such  aid,  and 
when  the  public  money,  to  a  much  greater  amount, 
was  deposited  with  the  Bank.  In  short,  no  ne- 
cessiiv  of  State,  for  purposes  authorized  b^  the 
Legislature,  existed.  If  there  was  a  necessity  at 
all,  it  must  have  arisen  from  another  quarter — 
most  probably  from  the  Bank  itself  and  its 
branches.  A  key  to  this  suggestion  may  be  disco- 
vered from  a  comparison  of  drawing  at  the  times, 
and  the  siination  of  the  Bank  at  such  times? 
[Here  Mr.  Fidolbt  was  called  to  order,  upon  the 
ground  of  hb  arguments  not  being  confined  to  (he 
resolution  before  the  Committee.]  He  alleged 
his  arguments  applied  strictly  to  the  charge  of 
violating  the  law  contained  in  the  resolution ;  but 
as  a  further  opportunity  of  applying  the  arguments 
arising  from  necessity  and  discretion  would  be 
given  when  a  subsequent  resolution  was  brought 
before  the  Committee,  he  would  pass  it  now,  and 
conclude  with  a  very  few  remarks.  He  said  the 
exercise  of  the  power  assumed  by  the  Secretary, 
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was  inconslateot  wiib  that  public  confidence  upon 
which  the  GoTeiDment  alone  was  foanded ;  taat 
it  was  inconsisteDt  with  public  safety  and  a  Oo- 
vemment  of  laws ;  Uiat  the  Secretary  seemed  to 
lake  the  whole  Government  upon  his  sbonldere, 
and  to  consider  all  the  great  intetests  thereof  to 
be  committed  to  his  providence.  His  reports 
spoke  the  langnage  of  a  Frederick  of  Prussia,  or 
some  other  despotic  Prince,  who  had  all  the  poli- 
tical powers  vested  in  himself— not  the  kngiWe 
of  a  dependent  Secretary,  under  a  free  and  weH- 
orderea  Gkivemment. 

Mr.  Giles  rose.— He  was  sensible  that  he  stood 
ina  peculiarly  deUcata  situation,  in  which  nothing 
short  of  the  public  zood  could  have  induced  him 
to  place  himself.  I?  a  public  and  highly  reapon- 
sible  <^cer  had  violated  the  laws,  it  was  necessa- 
ry that  he  should  be  called  to  an  account  for  it; 
and  to  determine  whether  in  the  instances  before 
the  House,  he  had  been  guilty  of  that  violation,  ii 
is  necessary  to  compare  the  testimony  with  the 
facts  alleged  in  the  resolutions  before  the  Com- 
mittee. He  first  adverted  to  the  law  authorizing 
the  Prebident  of  the  United  States  to  borrow 
twelve  millions  of  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing the  foreign  debt.  On  this,  he  remarked  that 
the  authority  of  borrowing  was  expressly  given  to 
the  PBEBinENT,  no  doubt,  with  an  eye  to  the  per. 
sonal  virtues  of  the  character  who  fills  that  office; 
the  loan  is  also  directed  to  be  made  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  Public  Debt.  Here  he  re- 
marked, that  in  every  appropriatiim  law,  the  appro- 
priation is  always  empl^tically  meotioned,  which 
is  an  evidence  that  the  Legislature  intend  to  re- 


sury,  who  was  employed  by  the  Premdbnt 
negotiate  tbb  loan,  to  Mr.  Short,  the  Secretary' 
Foreign  agent  for  this  purpose,  dated  the  9th  of 
May,  179),  in  which  the  Secretary  informs  Mr. 
Short,  thai  one  million  and  a  half  of  the  money 
he  had  obtained  on  loan,  was  destined  for  France 
of  which  stmt  he  was  authorized  to  apply  imme- 
diately one  million,  but  to  reserve  eight  hundred 
thousand  florins  to  answer  such  subs^uent  direc- 
tions as  he  should  receive  from  the  Prebidbht,  He 
cited  this  passage  toshow  that  the  million  andahalf 
which  had  been  obtained  on  loan,  was  destined 
for  France. 

To  remove  any  doubt  that  might  remain  upon 
this  head,  he  referred  to  a  preening  letter  from 
the  Secretary  to  Mr.  Short,  daled  the  13ih  of 
April,  in  which  it  is  also  expressly  said,  that  of 
the  two  millions  borrowed,  one  million  and  a  half 
is  intended  for  Prance,  the  remaining  half  million 
to  wait  for  further  directions.  Having  established 
this  point,  he  adverted  to  the  resolution  before  the 
Committee,  which  says,  that  he  applied  a  portion 
of  the  principal  borrowed  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  falling  due  upon  that  principal,  without 
being  authorized  so  to  do  by  any  law.  To  show 
this,  he  referred  to  a  report  of  the  3d  of  January, 
containing  sundry  statements  respecting  foreign 
loans.  That  part  of  the  Report  to  which  he  al- 
luded in  proofof  the  fact,  stated  in  general  terms, 
a  sum  paid  on  account  of  foreign  loans,  and  thii 


was  taken  from  the  principal  borrowed,  and 
amounted  to  1 833  189  florins.  If  his  statement 
ras  accurate,  the  fact  he  wished  to  establish  was 
iroved.  He  wanted  more  light,  he  confessed^  than 
_Le  could  collect  from  the  Secretary's  official  com- 
munications. He  should  not  go  into  the  eiami- 
of  what  circnmstanees  might  have  induced 
the  Secretary  to  deviate  from  the  positive  injunc- 
tions of  the  law,  or  to  make  any  remarks  upon  his 
conduct,  until  he  had  heard  what  sentlemen  would 
y  to  controvert  the  fact  he  wished  to  establlsli. 
Another  factof  consequence  he  wished  to  prove, 
t:  that  part  of  the  money  obtained  on  loon  in 
Europe  had  been  drawn  over,  though  not  wanted 
here  for  any  public  purpose.  This  appeared  from 
other  papers.  He  turned  to  the  instructions  from 
the  pRBeiDBNT  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
authorizing  him  to  borrow  $14,000,000,  in  which 
the  Secretary  is  cautioned  to  keep  in  viewthe  two 
several  acts  authorizing  the  loans,  and  the  distinct 
conditions  they  contemplate.  By  the  instroctions 
of  the  President,  the  Secretary  is  authorized  to 
apply  the  moneys.  In  the  eiecution  of  the  tnut 
confided  to  him,  the  President  generally  directs 
him  to  employ  Mr.  Short  to  negotiate  the  loam, 
to  borrow  m  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  acts, 
and  to  discharge  immediately  the  arrears  of  inte- 
rest due  to  the  French,  to  which  purpose  and  to 
the  complete  payment  of  that  debt  the  twelve 
million  loan  was  altogether  appropiiated.  If  thb 
money,  then,  was  shown  to  hare  been  drawn  here, 
it  was  neither  warranted  by  law  nor  by  the  Prb- 
sinBHT's  instructions.  The  Secretary  did  begin 
to  draw  as  early  as  1790,  and  had  continued  to 
draw  from  time  to  time,  till  1793,  without  giving 
notice  of  this  to  the  Legislature.  Having  shown 
that  the  Secretary  had  drawn  without  authority 
to  draw,  he  next  proceeded  to  confiider  the  porpOM 
of  those  drafts. 

The  money  thus  drawn  for  was  not,  he  stated, 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  Public  Debt.  No 
money  obtained  from  foreign  loans  was  thus  ap- 
plied until  this  year ;  the  £imestic  resources  ap- 
fropriated  to  itus  object  were  never  exhatisted. 
'hese  were  the  facts  involved  in  the  first  resolu- 
tion, which  he  wished  to  escaUial).  Before  fae 
-proceeded  further  into  the  discussion,  he  wished 
to  hear  what  gentlemen  had  to  say  to  controvert 
them.  He  wished  to  see  justice  done  in  the  mat- 
ter before  the  House;  he  wished  justice,  also,  lo 
be  tempered  with  moderation  and  mercy;  and  if 
gentlemen  could  show  the  necessity  for  deviatiooa 
from  positive  law.  which  he  had  endeavored  to 
point  out,  it  would  exonerate  the  Secretary  from 
a  very  great  share  of  blame. 

Mr.  Babhwell  called  for  the  reading  of  certain 
parts  of  the  two  acts  authorizing  the  loans.  One, 
of  the  4th  of  August,  authorizes  a  loan  of  $13,000- 
000,  to  be  obtained  without  limitation  as  to  the 
interestjfor  the  purpose  ofpayingtheForeign debt] 
the  other  is  of  the  12ih  of  August,  for  $2^,000, 
the  interest  to  be  not  more  than  five  per  cent,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  Domestic  debt. 

Mr.  SEoawicx,  to  disprove  that  the  drafU  al- 
luded to  had  been  made  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  Legislature,  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
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PRSfRDBitT's  Speech  to  both  Houses  on  the  6th 
of  December,  1790,  and  a  subsequent  report  of 
the  Secreiarr  of  <he  Treasury  to  the  same  point 
By  this,  it  appeared  that  the  power  of  borrowing 
haling  been  eiercised  under  the  joint  authority 
of  the  two  aots,  the  Secretary  states  a  difficulty 
that  had  occurred  lohim  on  the  subject  of  the  drafts 
aUuded  to.  The  money  having  been  obtained  on 
an  interest  of  five  ^  cent.,  exelusiTe  of  douceurs, 
he  wished  the  Legislature  to  determine  whether  it 
might  strictly  be  considered  as  borrowed  under 
the  second  act,  which  limited  the  interest  at  five 
per  cent  This  was  sufficient,  he  conceived,  to 
show  thai  the  Legislature  were  not  ignorant  of 
those  drafts,  and  an  act  was  passed  solving  the 
Secretary's  doubt,  and  sanctioning  his  construc- 
tion of  the  law. 

Mr.  QiLGB  remarked,  that  he  had  dnvrn  before 
4hal  sanction  was  obtained. 

Mr.  FiTZBiHONa  observed,  on  the  first  charge  in 
the  resolution,  that,  as  the  interest  of  the  money 
bonowed  in  Europe  is  payable  where  borrowed, 
it  was  economical  in  the  Secretary  to  pay  that 
interest  with  moneys  there,  which  were  to  be 
drawn  here,  and  replace  the  sum  by  taking  the 
amount  from  the  funds  here  destined  for  that  pay- 
ment. A  financial  operation  of  this  nature  is  sim- 
ple, and  saves  the  trouble  of  drawing  with  one 
hand  and  remitting  with  the  other.  He  conceived 
there  was  no  just  foundatiiui  for  the  first  charge. 

Mr.  Ladrance  said,  that  when  the  resolutions 
calling  for  information  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment were  first  brought  forward,  the  public  mind 
was  impressed  with  an  idea  that  there  were  mo- 
neys unaccounted  for.  This  chaige  is  now  drop- 
ped, and  it  is  honorable  to  the  officer  concerned 
that,  after  much  probing,  nothing  is  found  to  sup- 
ptwt  it.  The  inquiry  now  is,  whether  a  debt  was 
paid  out  of  this  or  that  fund.  He  did  not  admit  the 
&ct,  that  It  was  paid  out  of  any  other  moneys  than 
what  law  strictly  warranted.  He  went  into  a  his- 
tory of  the  subject  ftom  its  origin.  He  stated  the 
nature  and  purposes  of  the  loans.  There  was  no- 
thing to  prevent  the  PRBfliDnifT  from  consolidat- 
ing the  two  loans,  provided  such  an  arrangement 
did  not  interfere  with  the  purposes  intended  by 
them.  The  FaBsiDERT  employed  the  Secretary 
to  obtain  the  loans  under  the  joint  authority  of 
both  acts,  as  it  was  found  that  the  objeot  could 
best  be  carried  into  effect  by  such  an  arrangement. 
The  money  thus  borrowed  became  subject  to  the 
apivapTiations  of  both  acts,  and  not  e^^clusively 
for  the  payment  of  the  Foreign  debt.  Then,  as 
part  of  that  money  was  subject  to  be  drawn  here 
for  the  redemption  of  the  Domestic  debt  and  the 
interest  of  the.loan  was  to  be  paid  with  Di 
fimds,  it  was  perfectly  reasonable  to  avoid  further 
drsfts  and  remittances  to  pwy  the  debt  there  with 
money  there,  and  replace  it  here  with  money  al- 
ready here:  The  fact  stated  in  the  first  pan  of 
the  resolution  is,  by  this  plain  statement  of  the 
case,  stibstantially  refuted,  and  appears  altogethe 
nnfonnded ;  bnt  if  the  fact  ii  proved,  what  is  im 
plied?  No  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  commu 
nity;  the  intenii(»i  of  the  Legislature  has  been  ii 
every  point  fulfilled.    If  the  Secretary  bad  acted 


differently,  he  would  have  been  guilty  of  an  ab- 
surdity,and  to  Uame  for  sacrificing  the  public  in- 
terest and  neglecting  the  spirit  of  a  law  for  a  strict 
and  unprofitable  .observance  of  its  letter. 

Mr.  Sedgwic;,  by  adverting  to  the  Speech  of 
the  President  and  Report  ot  the  Secretary,  had 
shown  that  the  Legishiinre  had  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  drafts,  and  sanctioned  future  ones 
on  the  same  principles.  The  latter  part  of  the  first 
resolution  criminates  the  Secretary  for  making 
them  without  instructions  from  the  Phesioent. 
Even  if  this  whs  the  case,  be  did  not  know  whe- 
ther this  was  really  reprehensible.    He  defended 

the  ground,  that  the  Secretary  is  the  officer 
appointed  by  law  to  superintend  the  finances  and 
apply  all  moneys  agreeably  to  appropriations.  He 
look  a  view  of  the  subject,  as  stated  by  Mr.  L»ij- 
RANCE,  and  concluded  by  asking,  whether,  if  the 
Secretary  was  found,  on  a  critical  examination,  to 
have  deviated  in  a  trifle  from  the  letter  of  the  law, 
such  a  deviation  was  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
alarm's  being  sounded  from  St.  Cioix  to  St.  Ma- 
ry's, and  whether  the  precious  time  of  the  House, 
at  the  close  of  the  session,  with  a  vast  variety  of 
business  on  their  hands,  should  be  taken  up  in  so 

ifitable  and  frivolous  an  investigation?     . 

.  GiLEB  said,  the  transaction  alluded  to  by 
the  gentlemen  to  controvert  the  fact  laid  down  in 
the  first  part  of  the  resolution  before  the  Commit- 
tee was  not  immaterial,  as  they  had  endeavored 
to  show  it.  It  was  not  merely  a  financial  opera- 
tion to  avoid  the  necessity  of  drawing  and  remit- 
ting. The  truth  was,  that  the  Secretary  haddtawn 
over  neariy  $3,000,000.  The  Phebident's  au- 
thority was  limited  to  $2,000,000. 

Mr.  Laorance  was  of  opinion,  that  if  the  Prg- 
sioENT,  or  his  agent,  bad  drawn  tne  whole  amotuit 
of  the  money  obtained  under  both  loans,  he  could 
not  be  said  to  have  gone  beyond  his  author- 
ity. He  was  authorized  to  borrow  $12,000,000  to 
pay  the  arrears  on  the  Foreign  debt,  and  to  modify 
the  whole.  In  the  execution  of  this  trust,  he  might 
have  found  it  advisable  to  draw  to  the  country  uie 
whole  of  that  sum.  It  had  been  found  advisable 
to  draw  for  part,  and  to  pay  the  French  by  ship- 
ping produce  to  St.  Domingo.  If  the  money  ex- 
pended for  supplies  to  St.  Domingo  is  deducted, 
the  balance  will  be  found  less  than  $2,000,000. 

Mr.  L.  contended,  that  the  interest  of  the  mo- 
neys borrowed  was  not  paid  out  of  the  principal 
of  the  loan,  as  set  forth  in  the  first  caarge  of 
the  resolution  before  the  Committee.  If  gentle- 
men would  attend  to  the  history  of  the  transaction, 
they  would  find  this  strictly  true.  This  interest 
was  paid  out  of  the  moneys  borrowed  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  Public  Debt,  and  not  out  of  those 
intended  to  pay  the  French,  and  the  fluids  appro- 
priated for  the  payment  of  that  interest  were  Sere 
to  replace  the  former  and  be  applied  as  those  were 
appropriated.  He  referred  to  the  President's 
Speeches  at  the  commencement  of  the  two  last 
sessions,  to  show  that  the  loan  was  obtained  under 
the  joint  authority  of  both  acts;  and  adverted  to 
the  act  of  Congress,  in  consequence  of  a  doubt 
suggested  by  the  Secretary,  explaining  that  the 
moneys  first  obtained  might  be  considered  as  bor- 
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rowed  Dnder  the  act  authorizing  the  two  million 
loaD.  Having  shown  the  first  charge  in  the 
Teaolntion  to  be  unfounded,  he  turned  to  the 
second. 

The  Secretary  ia  accused  of  drawing  moneys  to 
this  country  without  instructions.  In  this  tren- 
SBCtion,  the  PiteatDEKT  must  be  considered  as  the 
principal,  and  the  Secretary  the  agent,  or  the  Se- 
cretary must  be  looked  upon  as  the  principal.  If 
the  President  is  the  principal,  and  ne  be  author- 
ized to  obtain  the  loans,  as  soon  as  the  money  is 
obtained  it  naturally  falls  under  the  direction  of 
the  financier ;  but  ir  it  be  contended  that  the  Pre- 
eiDEMT  was  to  have  applied  the  moneys  as  well  as 
to  borrow  them,  then  we  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  agent ;  that  a^ent  is  accountable  to  his  princi- 

Cal,  and  as  this  prmcipal  is  not  called  to  an  account 
•f  the  Legislature  for  any  improper  exercise  of 
discretion,  he  must  be  considered  as  having  acted 
strictly  within  the  law.  If  the  Secretary  is  con- 
sidered as  the  principal  (and  by  a  strict  attention 
lo  the  law,  he  believed,  it  would  be  found  so,  for 
the  President  is  by  it  authorized  to  borrow,  and 
it  is  not  expressed  who  shall  apply  the  money) 
then  it  was  not  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Secretary 
to  procure  the  instructions  of  the  PctcsioEHT,  be- 
ing the  principal,  and  consequently  having  the 
direction  of  the  money  borrowed,  he  is  made  the 
judge  ot  the  time  of  drawing,  to  fulfil  the  inten- 
tion of  the  law.  Was  the  money,  be  asked,  to 
have  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  banker  in  Eu- 
rope? Since  it  was  borrowed  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Public  £>ebt,  the  sooner  it  was  drawn  over  the 
better,  and  the  Secretary  having  the  direction  of 
those  moneys,  could  do  it  without  consulting  the 
PRESiDEirr.  He  proceeded  to  show,  however,  that 
the  Secretary  had  by  no  means  acted  entirely 
without  regard  to  the  PRESioEnT'e  insCractions. 
His  letter  to  Mr.  Short,  'n^hich  had  been  read,  ex- 
pressly says,  that  he  is  waiting  for  instructions 
from  the  President,  and  the  only  instructions 
brought  forward  clearly  shows,  that  he  did  not  act 
without  them.  On  this  occasion  it  was  not  ne- 
ces.'^ry, he  conceived,  that  all  theprivate commu- 
nications between  those  two  officers  should  be 
brought  forward;  indeed  many  of  the  instructions 
might  have  been  verbal,  and  of  a  private  nature. 
Another  proof  lies  before  the  Committee,  to  show 
that  the  Secretary  did  not  act  independent  of  in- 
structions. A  Report  of  the  Secretary  mentions 
that  some  matters  relative  to  the  loans  were  un- 
der consideration  of  the  President  of  tbe  UniT' 
ED  -States.  This  document,  the  gentlemen  were 
in  possession  of  when  they  framed  the  resolutions; 
and  it,  in  his  opinion,  left  very  little  ground  in- 
deed to  suppose  that  the  Secretary  had  acted  with- 


neys)  to  apply  to  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt. 
The  other  act  eave  the  President  power  to  draw 
every  doUarofthe  loan  it  established,  if  he  thonefat 
fit,  if  those  who  were  to  receive  the  money  wished 
to  be  paid  here.  Will  the  remittance  which  af- 
forded so  seasonable  a  relief  to  St.  Domingo  be 
found  fault  with?  If  this  mode  of  t«ying  was 
within  the  authority  vested  in  the  Prbbidbmt, 
surely  the  power  of  drawing  must  have  accom- 

Canied  it.  He  concluded  by  observing,  that  he 
ad  stated  his  ideas  on  the  subject  in  a  nasty  maa- 
ner,  for  the  waat  of  time  to  go  more  fully  into  the 


Mr.  Mbhcbh  next  rose.  None  of  the  comrnu- 
nications  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
had  removed  his  suspicions  relative  to  the  trail' 
sactions  of  that  Department.  What  had  fallen  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion,  bad  not  removed  his 
doubts.  He  confessed  himself  more  at  a  loss  thRn 
ever  to  account  for  the  conduct  of  that  officer.  To 
judge  of  the  propriety  of  his  conduct,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  consider  wnat  his  duties  are,  and  inTest- 
Ete  whether  a  necessity  existed  to  justify  the 
wing  complained  of.  Gentlemen,  in  their  *r- 
Kments,  had  alluded  to  some  observations  that 
d  fallen  from  him  on  other  occasions  expressive 
of  his  opinion,  that  there  had  been  corruption  in 
that  Department.  Thisopinionhesiillentertained. 
He  suggested  that  some  irre^artiea  had  taken 
ly  apprwnated  to  the  Sinking 


That  officer,  he  contended,  had  strictly  obeyed 
the  Appropriation  law;  he  had  not  drawn  one 

dollar  that  the  act  did  not  warrant.  On  the  au- 
thority of  one  act,  the  Secretary  drew  two  mil- 
lions (by  the  by  he  wished  to  remark,  that  the  Se- 
cretary is  not  the  officer  who  actually  draws,  who 
sells  the  bills  or  who  receives  the  money ;  this 
falls  within  the  province  of  the  Treasurer,  the 
Secretary  does  not  touch  a  penny  of  those  lao- 


'und.  This  might  be  the  iact,  and  his  suspicitau 
were  sufficiently  urgent  to  warrant  him  m  sug- 
gesting that  it  miffht  be  possible.  At  the  close  of 
1792,  be  stated  tnere  was  a  balance  of  cash  in 
the  Treasury  of  $2,331,182,  and  the  bonds  due 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year  would  produce 
a  sum  of  aboat  12,369,000.  Yet  a  proposition  was 
made  in  the  Houae,  predicated  on  a  total  want  of 
money  in  the  Treasury,  to  borrow  $800,000  in  ad- 
dition to  the  $400,000  already  borrowed  of  the 
Bank. 

Slere  Mr.  Boddinot  interrupted  the  membei, 
iog  out  of  order.  The  Chairman,  conceiving 
Mr.  Mbrcgr'b  remarks  to  be  introductory  to,  and 
connected  with  the  observations  he  intended  to 
make  on  the  resolution,  declared  him  in  order.] 

Mr.  Mercer  proceeded  to  show,  by  sundry 
statements  and  eaiculatians,  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity fo;  this  loan  of  $800,000.  The  House,  he 
said,  to  discharge  their  duty,  should  be  satined 
how  the  money  appropriated  was  applied,  before 
they  consented  to  repeated  addition^  appropria- 
tions. When  calls  for  information  had  been  made 
by  the  House,  with  a  view  to  comply  with  this 
their  indispensable  duty,  the  Secretary  nad  thought 
it  sufficient  to  balance  money  actually  received, 
by  calculations  of  sums  that  would  probably  be 
wanted  agreeably  lo  appropriations.  Were  dollars, 
heasked,  to  be  balanced  oy  absolute  appropriations? 
Can  things  certain  be  balanced  by  things  uncer- 
tain? Actual  expenditure  would  alone  balance 
actual  receipt.  Appropriations  founded  only  on 
uncertain  calculations  eould  not  show  the  money 
actually  laid  out.  He  adverted  to  some  calcula- 
tions made  to  ascertain  the  probable  expenses  of 
the  War  Department. 
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FHere  the  member  was  again  called  to  order, 
and  was  declared  out  of  order  by  ^e  ChairmaD.j 

Mr.  M.  confined  his  obserratioa  more  immedi- 
Mely  to  the  resolotion  before  the  Committee.  It 
had  been  said,  that  the  interest  paid  was  paid  out 
of  moneys  thai  were  to  be  drawn  to  this  Country, 
and  were  replaced  licre  by  fands  fVom  the  do- 
mestie  resources  oriffinally  appropriated  for  that 
object,  and  that  the  dead  letter  of  the  law,  if  any 
put  of  it.  bad  alone  been  violated.  He  contended 
■    there  haa  been  an  essential  violation. 

The  sums  drawn  for  and  appropriaied  to  redace 
the  Public  Debt,weTe  not  applied  to  that  puriMse; 
the  domestic  resontces  appropriated  to  that  object, 
never  were  exhausted.  Lf  this  is  the  cose,  conclu- 
sions sorely  unfaTorable  to  that  officer  must  natu- 
rally follow. 

He  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks  on  the 
question,  whether  the  Secretary  had  acted  under 
instructirais  from  the  Prbbidert.  It  was  disa- 
greeable, he  premised,  to  criminate  the  character 
of  any  officer.  He  bore  a  great  respect  for  the 
PsBStDBifT,  for  his  virtues,  talents,  and  servict 
bat  however  grating  to  his  feelincs  it  might  be 
find  bolt  with  any  pan  of  his  coaduct  in  this  ma 
ter,  he  was  unable  to  discharge  his  duty  under  his 
present  impressgons,  unless  he  avowed  that  he 
conceived  that  officer  had  violated  the  law,  though 
he  allowed,  without  intention,  by  not  iUquitin^ 
into  the  subject,  while  transacting,  as  it  was  his 
duty  to  do.  He  mnst  declare  that  he  saw  no  proof 
that  the  Secretary  had  acted  under  the  PRsai- 
nsMT's  instructions.  On  the  contrary^  he  saw  the 
reverse,  there  was  even  no  presumptive  proof  of 
the  fact.  The  House  had  called  for  information 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  authority  delej^ted  by 
the  Phesidbut  to  the  Secretary.  Either  the 
Secretary  has  produced  the  proof  of  this 
thority,  or  he  has  not  complied  with  the  order  of 
the  House;  it  does  appear  that  he  has  gone  be- 

Fond  it  in  making  the  arafts  complained  of.  The 
KEBiDENT  directed  that  the  proceeds  of  the  loan 
he  immediately  applied  to  pay  the  French ;  vet  a 
sreai  portion  of  [hat  money  was  brought  over  nere. 
It  was  said,  that  he  might  have  brought  the  whole 
here  if  he  chose,  and  paid  it  to  the  French  here. 
This  argument  goes  on  the  presumption  that  the 
PBasiDBNT  mignt  do  wrong  without  incurring 
Uame.  But  the  pREaiDENT  expressly  directed  it 
to  be  paid  immediately  to  France ;  and  the  House 
had  no  right  to  presume  that  he  did  direct  the 
money  to  he  drawn  here,  when  proof  to  the  con- 
trary appears.  Upon  the  whole,  he  concluded 
that  the  law  had  been  broken  in  letter  and  sub- 
stance, and  that  the  Secretary  had  acted  without 
proper  instructions  from  the  PREeiDBHT. 

Hr.LtvBBMOBBobserved,thftt  the  charge  against 
the  Treasury  Department  was  at  first  well  calcu- 
lated to  beget  serious  alarm.  When  misapplica' 
tions  of  the  pnblic money  are  sounded  in  the  public 
ear,  all  feel  mterested,  knowing,  that  what  affects 
the  public  purse,  must  in  a  d^ree  affect  the  purses 
-  of  eacli  private  individual,  fa  the  present  slaee 
of  the  subject,  he  waa  happy  in  being  able  to  le- 
licitate  himself  and  his  felfow-citizens^  that  even 
■hoold  the  whole  of  the  charges  contamed  in  the 


resolutions  be  proved,  it  WQuld  not  appear  that 
they  had  lost  a  ihrthing  by  the  conduct  so  loudly 
complained  of.  What  is  the  chargel  That  the 
Secretary  has  paid  an  interest  that  was  justly  due; 
^ly  then,  he  presumed,  we  should  not  have  it 
agam  to  pay.  If  the  Secretary  has  paid  what  was 
due,  what  then  is  the  complaut?  It  was  surely 
not  intended,  that  it  should  not  have  been  paid. 
This  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress;  for  they 
nissed  an  act  providing  funds  for  its  payment. 
The  Secretary  was  then  right  to  pay  it.  But  it  is 
said,  he  paid  with  the  wrong  money.  He  saw  no 
barm  in  not  paying  it  with  the  very  dollars  appro- 
priated, and  approved  of  the  operation,  which 
saved  drawing  with  the  one  faandand  remitting  with 
the  other;  in  thb  there  was  no  crime  committed, 
no  loss  incurred.  It  appears,  on  the  contrary,  that 
something  was  gained  by  it.  So  far,  then,  he  was 
clear,  no  bw  had  been  violated,  nor  was  any  rule 
of  propriety  departed  from.  He  then  touched  upon 
the  Secretary's  disputed  right  to  draw.  He  con- 
tended, that  he  had  that  right.  The  loans  were 
obtained  under  the  joint  authority  of  the  two  acts. 
It  was  said  that  more  than  two  millions,  the 
amount  appropriated  for  the  Sinking  Fund,  were 
drawn  over ;  but,  he  insisted,  he  might  have  drawn 
the  other  twelve  millions,  it  it  bad  been  for  the 

Eublic  interest  so  to  do.  The  French  wished  to 
e  paid  here,  and  it  bein|f  no  loss  but  rather  a  profit 
to  comply  with  their  wish,  where  was  the  harm 
in  so  doing?  If  any  pnblic  loss  had  been  incurred 
owing  to  tkese  drafts,  then  blame  would  lie.  He 
concluded,  by  expressing  his  hearty  approbation 
of  the  conduct  of  the  o^er  who  is  crimmated  by 
the  resolutions,  and  declared  it  as  his  firm  intention 
to  give  thero  his  negative. 

Mr.  HiLLBOUBB  argued,  that  Che  interest  paid, 
was  not  paid  out  of  the  j^,000000  loan,  and  that 
the  drafts  were  made  agreeably  to  the  directions 
of  the  PaEaisENT.  He  showed  this  by  the  docQ' 
ments  which  had  been  already  referred  to.  He 
put  in  a  clear  point  of  view  the  propriety  of  avoid- 
ing the  expense  and  risk  of  dtahs  and  correspond- 
ent remittances,  and  concluded  by  giving  his  ap- 
probation to  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  in  the 
transactions  complained  of,  and  by  expressing  it, 
ashisfirmbeliefitiat  a  majority  of  the  Committee, 
irom  the  evidence  before  them,  would  imdoobtedly 
he  of  opinion,  that  the  charges  brought  forward 

e  nnfoundea. 

Mr.  Sedowiok  rose  to  correct  a  mistake  of  Mr. 
Mercer's.  ThaCgenileman  bad  asserted,  that  tlie 
Secretary  had  drawn  on  Europe,  before  the  loan, 
obtained  by  the  Commissioners  under  the  old  Qo- 
vernment,  was  ratified.  This  was  not  the  cose. 
The  loan  had  been  ratified  in  pursuance  of  the 
'  tions  of  the  act  authorizing  it.  The  Prebi- 
in  his  Speech,  December  8, 1790,  says. "  that 
agreeably  to  the  pow  ers  vested  in  him  at  the  last 
"saion,  the  loans  id  Holland  had  been  completed." 

By  existing  acts  of  the  Legislature,  and  from 
express  communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry,  it  appears,  that  all  the  moneys  borrowed 
were  deemed  borrowed  under  the  joint  authority 
of  both  acts,  and  not  to  be  solelv  appropriated  for 
the  payment  of  the  Foreign  Deot. 
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Mr.  Mebceb  explained,  that  he  had  Raid,  that 
the  Secretary  had  drawn  fiom  the  loan  obtained 
under  the  authority  of  the  old  Government,  before 
said  loan  was  legalized  by  law.  If  the  Legjskturs 
had  the  right  to  legalize  it,  they  had  the  right  to 
reject  it. 

Mr.  Lee  next  rose.  He  observed  that  as  he 
found  himself  under  the  necessity  of  differing  from 
his  friend  who  bad  moved  the  resolution,  with 
whom  he  eaierallv  agreed  in  opinion,  and  was 
accustomed  10  act,  ne  beg^d  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  for  a  few  minutes.  To  determine 
whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  acted 
legally^  it  was  necessary  to  examine  whether  the 
authority  from  the  President  and  his  st)b$equenl 
inslructionsauthorizediumtoconsolidate  the  loans 
under  the  acts  of  the  4th  and  12th  August,  1790. 

On  this  question  Mr.  L.  obseired,  that  there 
seemed  to  be  no  objection  to  such  a  construction, 
except  that  which  arose  from  the  difference  of  in- 
terest allowed  by  those  acts.  That  the  first  loan 
was  conunenced  without  any  regular  authority  by 
a  company  in  Amsterdam,  that  il  received  its  au- 
thenticity from  the  acceptance  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  The  interest  and  douceurs  on  this 
loan  amounted  to  more  than  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent.,  which  was  the  only  tM'emium  contemplated 
by  the  act  of  the  12ih  of  August.  It  could  conse- 
quently be  accepted  only  under  the  act  of  the  4th 
of  August,  whicli  gave  no  limitation  to  the  inter- 
est which  was  to  be  allowed.  This  money  seemed 
dierefore_solely  aipplicable  to  the  payment  of  the 


Foreign  Debt. 
February, ' "" 
have  baa 


I  his  report  q1  the  24th  of 


Congress  seemed  ^1*^ 
to  have  had  this  impression,  as  on  the  3d  of  March 
foUowing  they  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  ap- 
plication of  this  loan  to  the  object  of  theactof  the 
12th  of  August,  1790.  After  the  3d  of  March, 
1791,  therefore,  the  Secretaryof  the  Treasury  had 
a  rigiit  to  bring  this  money  Co  America  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  The  interest  <^ 
the  Foreign  Debt  becoming  due,  for  which  do- 
mestic revenues  were  pledged,  be  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  pay  that  interest  out  of  this  loan,  relying 
on  the  domestic  revenues  to  replace  it  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Sinking  Fund.  This  was  a  mode  of 
bringing  the  money  here,  and  he  was  not  limited 
in  his  discretion  as  to  the  mode ;  and  therefore 
had  a  right  to  follow  that  which  appeared  to  him 
most  advantaceous.  The  payiiw  of  the  foreign 
interest  out  of  this  loan  was  ma£  after  the  3d  of 
March,1791. 

Mi.  L.  had  no  doubt  as  to  the  t^alily  of  all  the 
proceedings  relative  to  moneys  drawn  '      ' ' 
'       ""rd  of  "" 


On  this  point,  Mr.  L.  acknowiedced,  that  he  hsd 
not  time  to  examine  minutely  afl  the  statements 
and  reports  of  the  Secretary  to  judge  of  those  exi- 
gencies which  induced  the  drawing  of  all  th«  mo- 
ney which  had  been  drawn  to  America. 

Whether  it  had  been  consistent  or  not  with  the 
teres!  of  the  United  Slates,  Mr.  L-  was  of  oihb- 
□,  that  the  Secretary  had  legally  a  right  to  brii^ 
all  the  money  he  had  drawn  for  to  America,  ex- 
'  what  was  drawn  prior  to  the  third  of  Maiefa, 
This  money  was  drawn  out  of  the  first 
loan ;  it  was  drawn  as  declared,  for  the  Sinkioc 
Fund ;  the  first  loan,  for  the  reasons  before  stated, 
could  not  be  applied,  and  consequently  till  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1791,  this  money  could  not  be 
legally  drawn  for  the  Sinking  Fund.  Perhaps  this 
act  caused  the  irregularity  of  this  proceeding. 

But  is  not  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lub- 
jecl  to  blame  1  Mr.  L.  obaerved,  he  thou^t  be 
was  not  altogether  free  from  it.  At  the  mcctiBg 
of  Congress  on  the  8th  day  of  December  1790,  the 
Fbgbidbht  in  his  Speech  informed  bota  Houses, 
that  the  first  loan  had  been  accepted,  aod  thai  ^ 
Secretaryof  the  Treasury  had  directums  to  lay  Ike 
pariiculaix  before  them-  But  what  did  he  do?  On 
the  l&th  of  December  following,  he  began  to  ioM 
money  on  account  of  this  loan  U>  America,  foe  the 
Sinking  Fund ;  though  from  bis  Report  or  the34lb 
of  February,  1791,  he  Sjppears  tohave  had^donbt 
as  to  the  l^iality  of  this  [Mroceading.  He  delared 
giving  infonnalioD,  in  conformity  to  the  Pum- 
0£NTs  Speech,  till  a  few  days  before  the  disaoln- 
tion  of  Congress.  This  conduct,  Mr.  L.  Mid, 
seemed  to  argue  a  distrust  of  the  Legislative  Coiu- 
Mr.  L.  dilated  on  thenecessity  of  the  purest 
tost  confidential  commtmication  between  dK 


o  the  third  of  March,  1791 ; 


because  an  higher  interest  than  five  pet 
stipulated  for,  on  any  of  the  subsequent  loans,  and 
because  the  Prebident,  in  bis  instructions  to  the 
Secretary,  leaves  the  mode  of  paying  the  PoieiKn 
Debt  to  nis  discretion.  If  he  judged  it  for  the 
advantage  of  the  United  States  to  bring  this  mo- 
ney in  the  first  place,  to  America,  the  legality  of 


then  under  consideration,  there  was  one,  subae- 
quent  to  it,  relating  to  this  point,  which  he  was 
sorry  to  find  himsdf  under  the  necessity  of  voting 
for. 

Mr.  BoDDiHOT  considered  it  as  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  in  the  discussion  of  the  charges  brou^t 
forward  to  confine  themselves  strictly  to  the  points 
in  question.  The  present  examination  diSered 
from  ordinary  L^ialaiive  business.  Specific 
charges  are  brought  forward  against  a  hignly  re- 
sponsible ofiiceri  the  facts  brought  forward  to 
support  those  charges  should  be  understood  aad 
considered,  to  form  a  right  judgment  on  them. 
The  Secretary  is  charged  with  Iwving  rioUted  a 
law,  by  paying  the  interest  due  on  a  loan  out  of 
the  principal  of  that  loan.  He  went  into  some 
statements  and  calculations  to  show  that  the  mo- 
ney paid  on  account  of  foreign  loans,  as  stated  in 
official  documents,  could  not  have  been  paid  on 
account  of  interest  of  the  late  loons,  from  the  dispro- 
portion of  the  sums. 

He  need  say  nothing  more,  he  conceived,  to 
show  that  the  first  cha^  in  the  resolution  imme- 
diately before  the  Committee  is  unfounded.  If 
what  ne  said  was  not  sufficient  to  disprove  it,  he 
asked  where  is  the  evidence  to  support  itl 

He  next  turned  to  the  second  charge  in  the  reso- 
lution, viz :  that  the  Secretary  had  nude  the  diafii 
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complaioed  of  without  the  Prebidemt'b  instroet- 
ioDS.  Here  he  noticed  amiatake  some  gentlemen 
had  fallen  icto,  when  speaking  of  the  ^11  of  the 
House  for  infonnatioQ.  This  wasa  request  to  the 
President,  and  not  an  order  to  the  Secretary. 
From  the  information  communicaied  in  conse- 
quence of  this  call,  it  did  not  appear  that  the  Se- 
cretary had  acted  without,  or  contrary  to  instruct- 
ions, and  he  insisted,  that  he  ouaht  to  be  presumed 
ijmoceni  till  he  was  prored  guilty. 

He  ar^ed,  that  the  authority  given  to  the  Pre- 
atnENT  in  the  subject  put  it  in  his  power  to  draw 
the  -vrtifde  fourteen  mulions  to  this  country,  if  he 
thought  fit;  it  could  not,  therefore,  he  contended, 
be  insisted,  that  the  amount  of  the  drafts  had  passed 
the  limits  of  the  authority  given.  It  is  not  denied, 
he  proceeded,  that  there  was  a  right  to  draw  for 
the  t'wo  millions  appropriated  (bi  tne  reduction  of 
the  Public  Debt.  Well,  it  has  appeared,  on  a  oer- 
'      ~o  the  House,  that  our  Minister  in 


semblr,orlheiromceie.lortbe  payment  of  9800,000 
of  the  debt  due  them,  neie  j  then  ccstamly,  the  ex- 
igency of  the  ease  required  that  this  Muu^iiould 
be  drawn  here  for  the  purchase  of  provisions  for 
St.  Domingo,  in  which  this  peyment  was  to  be 
Htade.  Here  then  was  a  positive  neeessily  of  draw- 
ing  for  $3,800,000,  and  as  a  discretionary  power  in 
the  subject  had  been  left  to  the  Eiecutive,  they 
nkight  nave  found  it  advisable,  perhaps,  under  an 
expectation  of  additional  payments  m  the  same 
manner,  to  have  drawn  over  as  much  more  as  they 


might  have  thought  prudent. 
He  adverted  to  the  applies 
to  the  Legislature  to  declare  whether  the  loan  ob- 


e  adverted  to  the  application  of  the  Secretary 


tained,  for  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.,  excliisi 
of  douceurs,  mifht  be  considered  as  borrowed  un- 
der authority  of  the  $2,000,000  act.  Il  WIS  his  (Mi. 
jBoDDiMox'a)  (qiinion  at  the  tinte,  that  no  ezpoma- 
tbrv  law  was  necessary ;  and  that  the  Executive 
haa  power  to  cwissrue  Uie  act  in  thai  sense.  This 
was  also  the  Secretary's  (^dnion,  and  in  coDse> 
eneoce  of  that  opiuiaii  he  had  drawn  bills.  He 
thought  it  however  right  to  anriy  to  die  House 
and  nave  every  doubt  renoved,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture sanctioned  his  construction  of  the  law. 

It  had  been  said,  thst  if  the  Legislature  had  a 
right  to  confirm,  they  also  had  a  right  to  reject  the 
construction  put  upon  the  law  by  the  Executive. 
This,  he  cCHiceived^  they  would  not  have  been  war- 
ranted in  doing,  after  a  contract  agreeably  to  that 
construction  had  been  made;  such  a  proceeding 
must  have  inv<dved  a  breach  of  contract. 

It  had  been  repeatedl;f  asserted  and  strenuously 
insuted  oik,  that  the  L^islature  were  totally  in  the 
dark,  as  to  the  drafts  from  Europe.  To  disprove 
this  assertion,  he  read  several  items  from  sundry 
Hepcffia  of  the  Secretary,  where  sums  received  on 
account  of  loans  are  specified.  It  had  also  been 
said,  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  any  part  of 
the  loan  was  andied  to  or  intmded  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Public  Debt. 

This  also  appears  unfounded,  from  a  note  dated 
25th  of  Aogoit,  1790,  laid  before  the  Trustees  for 
Itorchasing  the  Public  Debt,  which  expressly  men- 
titHU,  that  a  loan  had  been  negolialed,  part  of 


which  was  destined  for  the  purchase  of  the  PnUic 
Debt,  and  that  some  points  relative  thereto  were 
before  the  PaEaiDENT  for  his  approbation.  This 
also  showed  that  the  Prb0ideht  had  knowledge  of 
such  intentitms.  His  Speech,  and  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary,  in  consequence  of  part  of  that 

peech,  whicD  had  been  so  repeatedly  referred  to, 

so  tinequivooatly  prove  this  point. 

He  recapitulated  the  heads  of  his  arguments, 
and  concluded,  that  if  nothing  further  could  be 
broBght  in  supiwrt  of  the  charges  now  before  the 
Committee,  tbey  should  haveliis  decided  nega- 

Mr.-  Madison.— He  wished  not.  he  sAd,  to  waste 
a  moment  c^  the  small  portion  of  lime  left,  by  re- 
gretting its  insufficiency  for  a  full  discussion  m*  the 
subject  before  the  Coianiittee.  But  he  thought  it 
due  to  truth,  and  to  the  honorable  and  independ- 
ent motives  of  his  colleague  [Mr.  GiLBal  in  pro- 
posing the  resolutions,  to  remark,  that  the  late- 
ness of  the  day  to  which  they  had  been  postponed 
did  not  justify  the  siriotiires  which  had  been  made 
on  it  If  the  delay  was  not  to  be  considered  as 
unavoidable,  some  bUme,  at  least,  would  foU  else- 
where. The  inqniries  in  which  the  whc^  matter 
originated,  had  been  moved  by  his  coIleaToe,  and 
paMed  the  House  some  we^s  ago.  The  Heports 
in  answer  to  these  inquiries  had  not  been  fin^y 
made  and  printed  a  «ngle  day  before  the  present 
resolutions  were  submitted  to  the  House.  He  ad- 
mitted that  it  might  have  been  impracticable  to 
report  the  information  called  for,  as  early  as  was 
draired  by  die  House.  He  was  sensible  of  the 
anxiety  that  would  be  naturally  felt  by  the  Offi- 
cer called  npmi,  to  present  eve^  ctmsideradon 
that  might  place  his  conduct  in  the  moM  ftvora- 
ble  point  of  view;  yet,  with  bU  ^ese  aBcwancet, 
it  was  impoanble  to  deny  that  the  Reports  con- 
tained things  which  did  not  belong  to  them,  and 
therefore  consumed  time  yrbieh  ^on^  to  the 
period  for  disciianoa.  He  woold  menlion  one  in- 
sKUM  on  which  there  could  not  poasibly  be  a  dif- 
ference of  opinioB,  via :  the  vindication,  formally 
undertaken  by  the  Secretary,  of  the  policy  of  bor- 
rowing money  abroad.  Whether  this  policy  wis 
right  or  wrong,  the  Legislature  had  taemselTes 
decided  in  fiivor  of  il ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  . 
Secretary,  in  complying  with  the  orders  of  the 
House,  to  inform  the  House  how  the  law  had 
been  executed— not  why  it  had  been  made ;  to  ex- 
pJain  his  own  conduct,  not  to  juitiiy  that  of  Ae 
Legislature. 

U  had  been  asked  why  the  call  for  information 
had  not  twen  sooner  made  1  The  answer  was  ob- 
vious aad  iirojde.  It  was  not  sooner  perceived  by 
the  House,  that  there  was  such  a  necessity  for  it. 
The  want  of  information  was  first  snggeated  br 
the  biU  for  paying  $2,000,000  to  the  Bank,  al- 
thoi^  l^pob  (mly  were  immediately  due,  and 
for  amhonzing  another  foreign  loaDtotbeamoimt 
of  $&,0QOiOOO.  Ftom  the  davm  of  light  thrown 
by  some  oircnmalUkceB  incident  to  the  ocoanon, 
on  the  darkness  in  vrtiich  the  House  had  remauied, 
proceeded  those  doubts  and  inquiries  which  had 
led  to  the  information  now  possessed.  His  col- 
league had  great  merit  in  having  brought  sbont 
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this  development.  He  bad  rendered  a  ■« 
highly  valuable  (o  the  Legislature,  and  no  lesa 
iinportani  and  acceptable  to  the  pnblJc.  Ooe  good 
effect  of  the  iaformalion  had  oeea,  that  it  jae- 
vented  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  borrowing 
t2,000j000  as  an  anticijiated  payment  to  the  Bank. 
The  bill  had  dropped  Irom  the  hand  of  its  pal 
with  the  first  light  that  broke  in  opon  the  Ho 
What  other  measures  would  have  been  prevented 
or  varied,  if  a  like  knowledge  of  our  funds  and 
finances  nad  been  sooner  obtained,  was  mati 
serious  consideration. 

Another  consequence  of  the  Reports,  taken  to- 
gether, wfe,  that  the  face  of  them  presented  to 
his  colleague  an  evidence  of  the  cnarges  con- 
tained in  the  resolutions.  Whether,  at  so  late  a 
day,  it  was  best  to  leave  the  subject  as  exhibited 
by  the  various  documents  in  print,  for  the  exat 
natios  and  opinion  of  the  public,  or  to  press  it 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  was  a  point  which 
every  member  had  a  right  to  decide  for  himself. 
His  colleague  had  viewed  the  positions  statei; 
his  motion  as  too  important  to  oe  suspended,  and 
as  supported  by  such  clear  and  authentic  proofs 
that  a  small  portion  of  time  would  suffice  lor  thi 
subject.  Under  this  impression,  what  was  his 
right  became  his  duty  ;  and  he  had  discharged  it 
by  offering  his  resolutions  to  the  House. 

As  the  House  had  refused  to  commit  the 
introductory  resolutions,  which  established  the 
rule  of  judgment  to  be  applied  to  the  case,  and  the 
last  abo,  which  declared  the  inference  to  be  drawn, 
the  task  of  the  Committee  wtts  limited  to  a  sim- 
ple inquiry  into  the  facts  stated.  They  were  to 
make  out  and  report  a  special  verdict  of  these, 
and  leave  it  to  the  House  to  pronounce  the  proper 
judf^itent  arising  from  ibem. 

The  resolution  immediately  before  the  Com- 
mittee imported,  "  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  violated  the  law  passed  on  the  4th  of 
August,  1790,  making  appropriations  of  cei 
moneys,"  first,  "by  applying  a  certain  portion  of 
the  principal  borrowed  to  the  payment  of  interest 
on  that  prmcipal;"  secondly,  by  drawing  part  of 
the  same  moneys  into  the  United  States,  without 
the  instruction  of  the  Pbesident." 

The  questions' here  are  questions  of  fact;  and 
whatever  quality  may  be  attached  by  difiereni 
gentlemen  to  the  several  facts,  it  would  seem  as  if 
the  facts  themselves  are  too  clearly  supported  by 
the  Reports  of  the  Secretary,  and  the  documents 
attending  them,  to  be  denied  or  controverted. 

The  law  of  August  4, 1790,  authorized  the  Pre- 
stDENT  to  cause  to  be  borrowed  $12,000,000^  to  be 
applied  to  the  Foreign  E>ebt  of  the  United  Slates. 
A  subsequent  law  of  August  12  1790,  authorized 
auothei  loan  of  $3,000,000,  to  be  applied  to  the 
Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States.  A  power  to 
make  these  loans  was  delegated,  on  the  28th  of 
August,  1790,  to  the  Secretary,  bja  general  com- 
mission, in  the  usual  form,  refernng  to  the  several 
acts  above  mentioned,  but  without  any  further 
discrimination  of  the  loans  to  be  made.  As  the 
law,  however,  for  applying  loans  to  the  foreisn 
object  was  prior  in  date.  Uie  presumptim  would 
trnther  be,  tluu  it  wa*  to  have  a  pitnity  of  cxeen- 


tion;  that  the  first  money  borrowed  wa.'ito  belong 
to  the  first  object  provided  for.    It  was  u^oects- 
sary,  however,  to  dwell  on  this  consideration,  be- 
cause the  Phebidgnt  had  removed  all  uncertamtT 
by  the  precise  explanations  and  mstructions  which 
accompanied  the  power  to  the  Secretary,  anil 
which  ought,  in  truth,  to  be  deemed  a  part  of  the 
commission.    The  instruction  having  been  mwe 
than  once  read  to  the  Committee,  he  would  coo- 
tent  himself  with  referring  to  it. 
The  part  referred  to  is  in  the  following  vrords : 
"  I  do  hereby  maka  known  to  yon  thai,  in  the  axe- 
cution  of  the  wid  trust,  you  sre  to  otserve  and  fiiOow 
the  orders  uid  directioas  foilowing,  vix  :  Except  whore 
□thennu  eq)«cia]l7  directed  b;  me,  Jou  shall  employ 
,ia  the  negotiation  of  any  loan  or  loans  nbich  maj  be 
made  in  any  foreign  country,  William  Short,  Eaq. ;  joa 
shall  borrow,  or  cause  to  be  txirrowed,  on  the  best  leima 
which  shall  be  fbtiiul  practicshle,  and  within  the  timita- 
tioiu  preaciibed  by  law  as  to  time  of  repayntESl  mad 
rate  of  intereat,  sudi  sum  or  snmi  aa  diall  be  raSatmX 
to  discharge,  ■*  well  all  instalments  or  psiti  of  Uie 
principal  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  which  are  now  dne,  oc 
■hall  become  payable  to  die  end  of  the  year  1791,  aa«0 
interest  and  arrears  of  intereat  which  now  are,  or  shall 
become  due,  in  reaped  to  the  aid  Debt,  to  Ibe  nme 
end  of  the  year  1791.     And  you  shall  tffij,  or  caaas 
to  be  applied,  the  moneya  nUcb  shall  be  so  bomnted, 
with  all  convenient  despatch,  to  the  twyiOMit  of  the  mI 
inatalmenis,  and  parts  of  the  principal  and  interest,  and 
arreais  of  interest  of  the  said  Debt.    Tou  shall  not  Ex- 
tend the  amount  of  the  loan  which  you  dull  malu,  or 
cause  to  be  made,  beyond  the  sum  which  shall  be  ne- 
cessary for  completing  such  payment,  nnleaa  it  can  be 
done  upon  terms  more  advantageous  to  the   United 
States,  than  those  upon  which  the  residue  of  the  a^ 
Debt  jiall  stand  or  be.    But  if  the  said  residuo,  or  any 
part  of  the  same,  can  be  paid  off  by  new  laena,  apoa 
terms  of  advantage  to  the  United  Stales,  yon  iaH 
canie  BUch  farther  leans  as  may  be  reqniaite  to  be  made, 
and  the  proceeds  thereof  to  be  applied  aecoidingfy.  And 
for  carrying  into  efiect  tlie  objecta  and  puiposaa  afom- 
■aid,  I  do  hereby  further  empower  you  to  make,  or 
cause  to  be  miiile,  with  wbcanaoever  il  may  coneem, 
■Dch  contract  or  contracts,  being  of  a  natnre  relative 
thereto,  as  shall  be  found  needfiil  and  conduove  to  A* 
intereat  of  the  United  State*." 

By  this  formal  act,  issued  along  with  the  ctm- 
missioo  to  the  Secretary,  the  PaBBinEHT  de»gna- 
ted  the  object  to  which  the  loans  to  be  made  were 
to  be  applied ;  and  by  declaring  the  object  to  be 
that  provided  for  by  the  act  of  August  4,  1790,  he 
expressly  placed  the  loan  under  the  authority  and 
provision  of  that  act ;  so  that  the  moment  the 
money  should  be  borrowed,  it  was  10  stand  legally 
appropriated  to  its  specified  object — as  much  as  if 
another  taw  authorizing  another  loan  for  another 


hadn 


his  arrangement  of  the  Prebideht  was  the 
■e  proper,  not  only  because  provision  for  the 
payment  of  the  Foreign  Debt  had  been  the  pri- 
mary object  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  payment 
of  the  French  debt,  theanxious  wish  of  their  con- 
stituents, but  because  payments  to  France  were 
no  longer  matter  of  option,  but  of  strict  and  posi- 


e  obligation  on  the  United  States.    In  proof  of 


this,  he  stat^  that  the  debt  to  Fiance,  c 
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lo  the  end  o(  1791,  and  compuiiog  tbe  livre  at 
5  4-10  10  a  dollar,  amoUDled  to  %i,8U,8U,  whilst 
the  payments  actually  made,  computing  the 
florin  at  2}  to  a  dollar,  amounted  to  more  than 
$3,372,717,  leariug,  as  a  baiaace,  at  the  end  of 
1791, 11,442,097.  Adding  to  this  balance  the  in- 
stalneDts  due  for  1792.  amounting  to  $638,888, 
there  weip  to  be  paid  within  that  year  $2,080  985. 
The  entire  payments,  however,  composed  of 
$656,500  in  Europe,  and  $726,000  put  to  tbe  ac- 
count of  Sl  Domingo,  (although  $444,263  83 
were  actually  paid,)  amuunted  to  1 1,382,500, leav- 
ing due  at  the  end  of  1792,  a  balance  of  $698,485. 

Here.Mr.M.  adverted  to  and  read  a  paragraph  in 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary,  paae  16,  where  in 
allusion  to  the  measure  of  drawing  lulls  in  the 
latter'part  of  1792,  he  says :  "  1  feel  myself  the 
more  at  liberty  lo  do  it,  because  it  did  not  inter- 
fere with  a  complete  fulfilment  of  the  public  en- 
gagements in  regard  lo  the  Foreign  Debt.  It 
could  be  done  consistently  with  a  full  reimburse- 
ment of  all  arrears  and  instalments  which  had  ac- 
crued on  account  of  that  Debt," 

Mr.  M,  observed,  that,  as  he  could  not  reconcile 
this  paragraph  with  the  calculations  which  he  had 
stated,  and  which  were  drawn  from  official  docu- 
ments, he  must  regard  it  as  an  unqnestionalble  er- 
ror, produced  by  some  hasty  view  of  (he  subject. 

Returning  to  the  Commission,  Mr.  M.  repealed 
that  all  the  monev  which  that  instrument,  defined 
and  qualified  by  tne  instruction  anbeied  to  it,  au- 
thorized the  Secretary  to  borrow,  was  actually 
and  sfKcifically  ^propriated  to  tne  payment  of 
the  Foreign  Debt,  and  under  circumstances  parti- 
cularly urgent,  in  relation  to  a  part  of  it. 

In  what  manner  had  this  trustbecu  carried  into 
execution  7  It  was  to  be  observed,  with  regret, 
that,  on  the  very  day  on  which  the  commission 
and  instruction  issued  from  the  President,  the 
Secretary  commenced  his  armngemeni  for  divert- 
ing part  of  a  loan,  accepted  and  ratified  by  virtue 
ofnts  cotnmission^  to  a  purpose  different  from  that 
mcified  and  required  by  his  instruction.  That  a 
tact  of  so  extraordbary  a  complexion  might  be 

Bounded  on  the  most  unexceptionable  proof,  Mr. 
.  said  he  should  take  the  liberty  of  supporting  it 
by  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  himself.  Heie 
be  read  from  the  Secrelaiy's  Letter,  dated  August 
28, 1790,  (o  the  Dutch  houses  from  whom  the 
Loan  had  been  accepted,  the  following  passages, 
viz: 

"I  (tumid  alia  wiA,  far  paitieiilai  ra— ani,  that  iIm 
kUBDCM  ma;  ba  w  regulatM  a*  to  giva  it  the  form  of 
twoloa«a — one  hi  two  miUiona  under  thefintact,iud 
die  otfier  fbi  tme  million  imdsr  theaseonii  Batneilhar 
■boat  iliii,  am  I  «o  aolicitous  ai  to  be  wiUmg  that  it 
■hould  coiKtitute  an  ciabanaMaieDt." 

"  I  destine  a  million  and  a  half  ^  thia  mm  "  ■  pay- 
ment to  France,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Short,  our 
Charg^  i' Attain  at  that  Conrt,  vthoae  orders  for  that 
pmpoee  yon  i*SI  fdeaae  to  IbUow," 

The  aspect  here  presented  by  a  comparison  of 
(he  several  documents,  was  singular  and  remark- 
able. The  subordinate  Officer  appeared  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  Chief  Magistrate.  The  agent 
was  seen  oyerruling,  by  his  own  orders,  the  orders 
Sd  Com.— 31 


of  his  principaL  Tbe  language  of  the  PBEaioEMT 
was  "By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by 
law,  I  destine  the  money  to  be  borrowed  to  the 
discharge  of  the  instalments  and  interest  of  the 
Foreign  Debt."  The  language  of  the  Secretary 
was  :  ^  I  destine  a  part  of^tbe  money  only  to  that 
purpose^  and  a  part  to  be  brought  to  the  United 
States  for  other  purposes."  He  left  every  mem- 
ber to  make  his  own  reflections  on  the  subject. 
He  would  only  observe,  in  general,  that  it  demon- 
strated the  truth  asserted  in  the  proposition  that 
the  Secretary  had  violated  both  the  law  of  Au- 
gust 4,  1791^  and  the  iuEtruction  of  the  Pkesidemt 
relating  to  it 

He  then  proceeded  to  a  more  distinct  view  of 
the  two  points  particularly  stated  in  the  resolu- 
tion. The  first  was,  "  That  a  certain  portion  of 
the  principal  borrowed  under  the  act  of  August  4, 
1790,  had  been  applied  lo  ihe  payment  of  the  in- 
tetes;.  falline  due  on  thai  principal."  As  the  fact 
would  not,  he  presumed,  be  denied,  he  forebore  to 
quote  (h&t  part  of  the  documents  which  admitted 
and  authenticated  it.  He  would,  however,  pre- 
mise to  any  observations  on  it,  a  cursory  view  of 
the  nature  of  appropriations. 

It  was  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  ernphatie  re- 
marks on  this  subject,  whicn  had  fallen  from  the 
member  from  Pennsylvania,  {iir.  Finulet.]  It 
was  sufSciently  understood.  He  concluded  that 
appropriations  of  money  were  of  a  high  and  sacred 
character )  thai  they  were  the  great  bulwark 
which  our  Constitution  had  carefully  and  j^- 
lousty  established  against  Executive  usurpations. 
He  meant  only  to  lace  notice  of  the  different  plana 
into  which  appropriations  might  be  moulded,  and 
of  the  particular  operatitm  which  ought  to  be  given 

One  of  the  plans  was  that  of  appropriating  spe- 
cified funds  to  specified  objects,  in  which  the  sup- 
posed certainty  of  the  funds  was  adjusted  to  the 
supposed  importance  of  the  objects. 

The  other  plan  formed  all  ine  branches  of  reve- 
nue into  an  aggregate  fund,  on  which  the  several 
objects  should  nave  a  priority  of  claim  according 
to  their  superiority  oi  importance.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  in  both  these  cases,  the  Legislature  alone 
possessed  tbe  competent  authority.  Tue  exclu- 
sive right  of  that  Department  of  the  Qovemment 
to  make  the  proper  regulations,  was  the  basis  of 
the  utility  and  efficacy  of  appropriations. 

There  was  a  third  question  incident  to  Ihe  doc- 
trine of  appropriations,  viz;  Whether,  under  spe- 
cific appropriations,  such  as  had  been  adopted  ny 
Congress,  the  Executive  authority  could,  without 
special  permission  of  the  law,  apply  the  excess  of 
one  fund  to  the  aid  of  a  deficient  one,  or  borrow 
from  one  fiind  for  the  object  of  another.  On  this 
question,  there  mieht  perhaps  be  a  difference  of 
opinion.  He  woiiid  only  remark,  that,  admitting 
such  a  discretion  to  be  implied  in  the  trust  of  exe- 
cuting the  laws,  it  would  still  be  requisite  that  the 
due  sanction  of  the  Executive  should  be  given, 
that  a  regular  account  should  be  kept  between  the 
different  funds,  and  that  all  advances  from  one  to 
the  other  should  be  replaced  as  soon  aa  ponible. 
This  was  equally  necessary  to  Ihe  preaerraiion  of 
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order  in  the  public  6naDces,  and  to  a  proper  re- 
spect foe  ihe  authority  Ofihe  taws. 

In  the  present  case,  it  did  not  appear  that  ihe 
moneys  talcen  at  different  times  from  the  Loans 
designaied  by  the  PsEBiDEnT,  and  thereby  placed 
UDder  the  appro[)  rial  ion  of  the  act  of  Augiist  4, 
1790,  to  the  PoieisD  Debt,  had  ever  been  replaced. 
It  did  not  appear  tlidt  any  such  replacement  was 
regularly  planned  or  provided  for.  Il  was  parti- 
eiuarly  worthy  of  obserration,  moreover,  that  the 
only  use  within  the  United  States  for  which  any 
loan  in  Europe  could  be  assigned,  was  that  of  the 
Sinking  Fund;  that  the  Trustees  of  this  Fund 
had  never  been  even  informed  of  the  drafts ;  that 
if  the  moDeys  drawn  had  been  carried  to  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  the  limited  sum  of  ((2,000,000  would 
have  been  exceeded  ;  and  that  the  statements  and 
accounts  had,  in  fact,  been  so  wound  up,  as  men- 
tioned by  the  Secretary,  that  not  a  single  dollar  of 
the  money  laid  out  in  purchasing  the  Public  Debt 
had  been  charged  on  loans  drawn  into  the  United 
States,  although  such  was  the  only  purpose  to 
which  they  were  le^Ily  applicable,  and  such  the 
principal  reason  assigned  for  making  the  drafts. 

He  did  not  go  into  a  particular  proof  that  the 
sum  drawn  into  the  United  Stales,  after  subtract- 
ing the  whole  sum  placed  to  a  foreign  account, 
exceeded  the  sum  of  22,000,000,  because  the  fad 
had  been  conceded  on  the  other  side,  particularly 
by  the  statement  of  Ihe  member  from  Connecticut, 

[Mr.  HiLLHODBE.] 

Thus  it  appeared  clearly,  in  confirmation  of  the 
first  point,  that  the  application  of  a  certain  portion 
of  ibe  principal  borrowed  in  Europe,  to  payment 
of  the  interest,  was  not  a  mere  transposition  of 
moneys,  to  prevent  the  sending  them  backwards 
or  forwards,  nor  an  advance  of  money  from  an 
overflowing  fund  in  favor  of  a  deficient  one  ;  but 
an  absolute  diversion  of  appropriated  money,  and 
consequently  a  violation  of  the  law  making  the 
ap^opiiatiiHi. 

The  second  point  in  the  resolution  related  to  the 
drawing  of  moneys  into  the  United  States  with- 
out the  instruction  of  the  PHEBiDBiiT.  This  point 
had  been  fully  established  by  the  documents  and 
explanations  applied  to  the  first.  They  had  done 
mote:  they  had  demonstrated  that  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  pRESioENT,  which  dedicated  the  loans 
to  be  made  under  his  commission,  to  a  foreign  ob- 
ject, were  an  express  prohibition  of  drafts  for  any 
domestic  object.  It  was  sufficient,  therefore,  to 
refer  to  the  instructions  of  the  President,  and  to 
the  contradictory  steps  taken  by  the  Secretary. 
Two  attempts  had  been  made  to  elude  the  force 
of  these  official  proofs.  The  first  appealed  to  the 
President's  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session 
in  1790 ;  to  the  Report  of  the  Secretary,  made  in 
consequence  of  it  to  the  House ;  and  to  the  sup- 
plementary act  of  Congress  passed  ia  conformity 
to  the  Report. 

Had  the  circumstances  involved  in  this  transac- 
tion been  attended  to  by  those  who  seemed  ti  rely 
on  it  Mr.  M.  was  persuaded  that  a  reference  to  it 
would  never  have  been  made  by  gentlemen  on 
that  side.  As  they  had  thought  fit,  however,  to 
draw  arguments  from  that  source,  it  was  proper  to 


give  an  answer  to  them  j  and  the  best  answer 
would  be  a  naked  statement  of  (acts. 

The  instruction  of  the  Pbesidbnt  lo  the  Se- 
cretary was  given,  as  has  been  sect  on  the  38tb 
of  August,  1790.  The  Letter  of  the  Secretary 
contravening  this  instructioii,wasdated,as  has  also 
been  seen,  on  the  same  28th  day  of  August,  I79a 
The  actual  drawing  of  bill.''  by  the  Secretary  coii»- 
menced  the  15th  of  December,  1790-  The  law 
now  pleaded  in  justification  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Secretary,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1791, 

There  are  other  facts  material  to  a  correct  snd 
full  view  of  the  subject.  The  Speech  of  the 
President  was  delivered  on  the  8th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1790.  It  briefly  informed  the  two  Houses 
that  "  a  loan  of  3,000,000  of  florins,  towards  which 
some  provisional  measures  had  previously  taken 
place,  had  been  completed  in  Holland," and  "that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  discreU'm  to 
communicate  such  further  particulars  as  might  be 
requisite  for  more  precise  information."  The 
consequent  Report  of  the  Secretary,  recommend- 
ing the  provision  in  the  supplementary  act,  was 
not  received  till  the  25th  or  February,  1791— six 
days  only  before  the  constitutional  dissolulioa  of 
the  House.  Id  the  interval  between  the  Speech 
of  the  pREaiDENT  and  the  Secretary's  Report,  he 
lud  proceeded  to  draw  bills  to  the  amoniit  tf 
793,392  florins.  His  Report,  notwithstanding 
what  bad  been  said  of  it,  contained  not  a  word 
from  which  it  could  be  known  that  a  single  florin 
luid  been  actually  drawn  over  to  the  United 
States. 

The  other  attempt  to  elude  the  evidence  before 
the  Committee,  recoiled  with  equal  force  on  Ae 

SDllemen  who  had  hazarded  it.  In  the  report 
ely  made  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
is  a  statement  laid  before  them  by  the  Secretary, 
in  which  it  is  noted  "  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
loan  of  3  000,000  of  florins,  and  the  application  of 
one-third  of  it  to  the  purpose  of  that  Ftmd,  was 
under  the  consideration  of^the  President."  From 
this  fact,  it  had  been  inferred,  not  only  that  the 
Secretary  had  withheld  no  proper  informatiwi 
from  the  Trustees,  hut  that  the  result  of  the  Pke- 
sidgnt's  deliberations  on  the  subject  had  varied 
the  purpose  signified  by  his  first  insiructions  to  the 
Secretary. 

It  happened,  however,  most  unfortunately  for 
the  gentlemen  who  exulted  in  this  argument,  that 
they  had  entirely  overlooked  the  dates  of  the  two 
papers.  The  paper  laid  before  the  Trustees,  and 
alleged  to  nave  explained  the  final  purpose  of  the 
pRESttiENT,  was  aated  on  the  2dth  of  August, 


of  the  will  of  the  President,  was  dated  the  28th 
of  August,  1790.  The  gentlemen,  therefore,  in- 
stead of  the  inference  they  had  made,  .should  have 
reversed  their  premises,  and  joined  with  (heir  op- 
ponents in  concluding  that  the  President  wasted 
by  a  consideration  of  the  subject,  not  to  do  what 
the  Secretary,  in  his  note  to  the  Trustees,  seemed 
to  anticipate,  but  what  had  been  evinced  by  the 
President's  own  act  of  posterior  date- 
The  second  point,  then,  as  well  as  the  first,  rests 
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OD  the  moat  solid  proofs,  taken  from  a  collective 
view  of  auiheDtic  aocumeots. 

Much  haa  been  said  on  the  necessity^  of  some- 
times departing  from  the  strictness  of  legal  appro- 
priations, as  a  plea  for  any  freedoms  that  may 
have  been  taken  with  ihem  bj  the  Secretary.  He 
ivould  not  deny  that  there  might  be  emei^eneies, 
in  the  course  of  human  affairs,  of  so  extraordinary 
aad  pressinga  nature,  as  to  aliaolve  the  Kiecutire 
from  an  innexible  conformity  to  the  injunctions 
of  the  law.  It  was,  nevertheless,  as  essential  to 
remember,  as  it  was  obvious  to  remark,  that  in  all 
such  cases,  the  necessity  should  be  palpable ;  that 
the  Executive  sanction  should  Sow  from  the  su- 

K erne  source;  andlhat  the  first  opportunity  should 
seized  for  communicating  to  the  Legislature 
the  measures  pursued,  with  the  reasons  explaining 
the  necessity  of  them.  This  early  communica- 
tion was  equally  enforced  by  prudence  and  by 
duty.  It  was  the  best  evidence  of  the  motivesfoi 
assuming  the  extraordinary  power ;  it  wa^  a  re- 
spec!  manifestly  due  to  the  Legislative  authority^ 
and  it  was  more  particularly  indispensable,  as  that 
alone  would  enable  the  Legislature,  by  a  provident 
amendment  of  the  law,  to  accommodate  it  to  like 
emergencies  in  fiiture. 

In  the  proceedings 
quiry,  no  necessity  ap, 

bad  been  taken,  the  money  appropriated  m  e>u 
rope  being  more  wanted  there  than  at  home.  ] 
appeared  that  the  instructions  of  the  Suprem 
Kxecutive,  instead  of  warranting  those  libertie 
bad  precluded  them ;  noi  huJ  the  propt^i  explani 
tions  been  disclosed  in  due  time  to  the  Legisit 
ture.  To  j>lace  the  subject  in  a  more  distinct 
point  of  view,  it  was  proper  to  advert  to  the  pre- 
cise authorities  and  duties  of  the  Secretary,  as  ' ' 
office  is  defined  by  the  act  establishing  the  Ti 
sury  Department.  For  this  purpose^  Mr.  M.  read 
the  second  section  of  that  act,  which  "  "  *'— 
words  following: 

"  That  it  shall  b«  the  du^r  of  the  Secretuy  of  the 
Traaaujy  lo  <%eat  and  prepare  plan*  for  the  im}SatB- 
nent  and  toaaagement  of  the  revenue,  and  for  the  >up- 


The  case  of  loans,  as  an  occasional  and  extraordi- 
nary resource,  was  left  to  be  provided  for  by  par- 
ticular laWs  for  the  purpose.  The  authority,  with 
respect  to  the  loans  in  question,  was  accordinely 
committed  to  the  President,  in  order  to  secure  Tor 

I  special  a  trust,  the  highest  responsibility  to  be 
found  in  the  Government.   And  vvhen  it  was  con- 

idered  that  the  whole  sum  contemplated  waa  no 
less  than  fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  when 
the  latitude  as  to  the  terms  and  contracts  was 
combined  with  the  vastness  of  the  sum,  it  might 
well  be  questioned  whether  so  great  a  power 
would  have  been  delegated  to  any  man  in  whom 
the  Legislature  and  the  people  of  Am 


illine  under  the  present  ii 
o  necessity  appeared  for  the  liberties  whit 


eipenditurei ;  to 
(uperintend  the  collection  of  the  revenue  j  to  dedde  on 
the  form*  of  keeping  and  itating  Bccounti  ind  making 
returns,  and  lo  grant,  under  the  timitationi  herein  esta- 
blished, or  to  be  hereafter  provided,  all  warrants  for 
moneys  to  be  isnied  from  the  Treaanr;,  in  punuance 
of  appropriations  by  law ;  to  execute  aneh  lervicea  rela- 
tive to  iht  nle  ef  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States  as  may  be  by  law  required  of  him ;  to  make 
report  and  give  hiformatjon  to  either  branch  of  the  Le- 
giJUtnre,  in  parsou  or  in  writtng,  (ae  he  may  be  re- 
quired,) rmeetillg  aU  maNaia  reftrred  lo  him  by  the 
Senate  m  Ho«aa  of  RepreaentatlTea,  or  which  shall  ap- 
pertain to  hii  oAoe ;  and  generally  to  perform  all  such 
•errkei  relalive  to  the  financee  ea  he  aball  be  directed 
toparfcnn." 

This  establbhment  of  the  office  evidently  had 
no  reference  beyond  the  case  of  superintending 
the  regular  and  ordinary  collection  of  the  revenue, 
Is  tor  moneys  issued  from  the 
e  of  appropriations  by  law. 


than  they  so  justly  reposed  in  the 
existioig  Chief  Magistrate,  and  whether  a 


less  confiden  ,       ,       ,      . 

„  equal 
will  ever  be  committed  to  a  successor, 
istinction  between  the  case  of  ordinary 
and  that  of  loans  is  not  only  cr     -   


and  disbursement  of  the  ordinary  «.    .  .    . 

arising  from  taxation,  the  business  flows  in  official 
channels,  is  subject  in  every  stage  to  official 
checks,  and  the  money,  being  in  constant  influx 
and  efflux,  nowhere  accumulates  in  immense 
sums.  The  case  of  loans  is,  in  all  these  respects, 
different.  In  settling  the  terms  and  arranging  the 
negotiations,  there  is  always  an  important  discr^ 
tion  involved.  When  the  loans  are  foreign,  as 
well  as  great,  regulations  concerning  the  bills  of 
exchange  form  another  occasion  where  great  lati- 
tude is  implied  in  the  trust  j  whilst  the  magni- 
tude of  the  sums,  falling  under  the  same  direction 
at  the  same  moment,  present  a  further  and  mate- 
rial variance  beiween  the  two  cases.  The  tend- 
ency of  these  observations  is  to  show  that,  as  the 
permanent  law  establishing  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment does  not  extend  the  authority  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  case  of  loans,  and  as  the  law  author- 
izing loans  exacts,  for  special  reasons,  a  responsi- 
bility from  the  pREsmEHT  himself,  the  authority 
of  the  Secretary,  io  executing  the  loans,  and  the 
appropriation  of  them,  must  he  derived  from  the 
Pbebident  ;  and,  consequently,  where  that  au- 
thority fails,  there  can  be  no  resort  to  the  law 
establishing  the  Department,  much  less  to  any 
general  discretion  incident  to  his  ofiBciat  charac- 
ter. It  is  evident  that  the  Prebibemt,  although 
no  doubt  guided  by  the  moat  proper  considerationa 
in  employing  the  agency  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  the  business  of  the  loans,  might,  if  he 
had  judged  fit,  have  subatiiuted  the  agency  of 
another;  and  that,  whatever  agency  he  might 
prefer,  his  own  instructions  would  always  regu- 
late the  extent  and  exercise  of  the  power  confer- 
red. The  want  of  any  apparent  authority  from 
the  Pbebident  had  led  several  gentlemen  to  insist 
on  presumed  authorities,  superceding  the  instruc- 
tions joined  with  the  commission  to  toe  Secretary. 
But  here,  again,  the  fair  inference  was  to  be  re- 
versed. A  communication  of  the  authorities  given 
by  the  Prb91dbnt  to  the  Secretary,  as  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  foreign  loans,  bad  been  expressly 
requested  by  the  vote  of  the  House,  it  wat  not 
to  be  supposed  that  the  Secretary,  if  he  had  re- 


943 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


944 


aopR.] 


Official  conduct  <if  the  Secretary  <^  fAe  TVeofitry. 


[Mahch,  1793. 


ceired  further  authorities  or  iostmctiQiis,  would 
have  failed  to  produce  them,  or  to  refer  to  them, 
in  the  justification  of  his  conduct.  Far  less  could 
it  be  presumed  that  the  President,  if  he  had 
giren  any  superceding  authorities  or  instructtoas. 
would  not  have  caused  them  to  he  communicatea 
to  the  House,  or  that  he  would  have  suffered  a 
partial  commuDication  to  mislead  the  House  into 
an  error  as  to  so  important  a  fact.  The  Presi- 
dent was  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  whom  any 
measure  whatever  of  a  deceptive  tendency  could 
be  credibly  attribnted. 


of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  terms  of  the 
last  clause,  which  spoke  of  orafts  generally,  to 
take  a  more  particular  notice  of  those  recently 
made ;  in  doing  which,  he  considered  himself  sate 
within  the  Rules  of  the  House,  which  were  so 
rigorously  enforced  affainst  the  affirmative  side  of 
the  question.  The  whole  amount  of  foreign  loans 
tranaTerrpd  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  United 
States  appeared  from  the  several  statements  to  be 
about  $3,000,000.  The  amount  of  the  direct 
drafts  was  ^2,304,769  13.  Of  the  drafts  made 
since  the  16th  of  April,  1792,  and  sold  by  the 
Bank^  the  proceeds  now  in  the  Bank,  or  payable 
into  It,  before  the  1st  of  April  neit,  amount  to 
$1,220,476  01.  Of  this  sum  $510,000  have  been 
drawn  in  Che  course  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress. With  respect  to  the  times  and  the  amount 
of  these  draf^  hitherto  absolutely  unknown  to  the 
L^slaiure,  because  the  account  of  tbem  bad  re- 
mamed  in  the  books  of  the  Bank  without  ever 
appearing  in  the  books  of  the  Treasurer^  Mr.  M. 
confessed  that  he  had  found  no  explanatkons  that 
were  satisfactory  to  him.  He  had  looked  through 
all  the  reports  and  all  the  communications  before 
the  House,  without  discovering  either  that  they 
bad  been  been  made  by  the  authority  or  with  the 
knowledge  of  (he  pREsrnGNT.  or  had  been  required 
for,  or  applied  to  the  purcnaae  of,  the  Public 
Debt,  or  had  been  ever  communicated  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  who  had  the  di- 
rection of  such  purchases,  or  that  they  were  the 
effect  of  any  necessity  that  could  justify  them. 
And  if  there  was  no  evident  necessity  for  the  pro- 
ceeding, it  was  the  more  to  be  lamented  tnat, 
whilst  we  were  everywhere  sympathiziiu  with 
our  allies  in  their  arduous  struggles  for  Iibertf, 
and  echoing  from  every  part  of  the  Union,  our 
coDgralulations  and  good  wishes,  the  pecuniary 
succors  so  criticidly  necessary  to  their  canse,  and 
the  most  substantial  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  our 
professions^  should  M  silently  withdrawn  across 
the  Atlantic  from  the  object  for  which  they  were 
intended — succors,  too,  which  were  not  merely  a 
tribute  of  gratitude,  of  generosity,  or  of  benevolent 
leal  for  the  triumph  of  liberty,  hut  a  debt  more- 
over of  strict  and  positive  obligation,  for  value 
acknowledged  and  received.  In  contemplating 
•'•"  -Tibjecl  in  this  point  of  view,  he  felt  a  pain 
1  he        ■ .      .       ■■  ,  .       .  ■  . 


the  subj 

which  he  could  not  easily  express,  and  to  which, 


a  stranger.    Laying  aside,  however. 


all  these  unfavorable  considerations,  the  important 
question  still  remained,  why  the  Legislature  bad 
been  uninformed  of  the  moneys  so  unexpectedly 
drawn  into  the  Bank,  and  to  so  very  great  an 
amount?  If  the  drafts  had  received  every  requi- 
site sanction,  if  they  had  been  produced  by  ine  most 
justifiable  causes,  the  eiistence  of  $1,220,476,  in  a 
situation  so  different  from  what  had  been  coniein- 
plated,  was  a  fact  which  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  had  a  right  to  know,  which  it  was  import- 
ant to  them  and  their  constituents  that  they  should 
know,  and  which  it  was  the  indispensable  duty  cf 
the  officer  charged  with  it  to  have  made  known. 
This  omission  was  the  more  remarkable  when 
considered  in  relation  to  the  measure  above-men- 
tioned, of  paying  off  at  once  the  whole  sum  of 
$2,000,000,  payable  to  the  Bank  by  instalments  in 
ten  years.  A  bill  for  this  pnrpose  had  been  in- 
troduced, and  was  on  its  passage ;  tbe  object  of  il 
had  been  patronized  by  a  report  of  the  Seeretniy 
not  lone  since  made.  In  one  of  \h-  last  reports  he 
expressly  states,  among  tbe  inducements  to  sncli 
extensive  drafts  of  money  from  Europe,  that  they 
were  made  "  with  an  eye  to  placing  within  the 
reach  of  the  Legislature"  the  means  necessary  foe 
this  object.  Was  it  not  extraordinary,  was  it  not 
unaccountable,  that  so  important  a  measure  should 
be  recommended,  and  be  actually  introduced,  and 
that  money  otherwise  appropriated  in  Europe 
should  be  transferred  to  this  country  and  deposited 
in  the  Bank,  in  order  thai  it  might  be  within  the 
reach  of  being  applied  by  the  Legislature  to  that 
measure,  and  yet  chat  no  disclosure  should  be 
made  to  the  Legislature  of  the  fact  that  Che  money 
was  so  drawn  and  lay  at  the  Bank,  within  their 
reach,  to  be  so  applied?  If  anything  could 
heighten  astonishment  on  this  occasion  ic  most  be 
the  reason  assigned  by  the  Secretary  for  any  ob- 
scurity that  miffhc  have  hung  over  our  finances — 
"  that,  till  the  last  resolutions,  no  call  had  been 
made  on  the  Department  which  rendered  it  pro- 
per to  exhibit  a  general  view  of  the  public  moneys 
asd  funds,  or  to  show  ^e  amount  and  situatton  of 
such  as  were  Tutapplied."  Mr.  M.  would  not  de- 
cide that  the  Legislature  was  free  from  blame  in 
not  using  more  full  and  efficacious  means  of  ed)> 
taining  such  information  as  would  have  removed 
all  obscurity.  But,  whatever  degree  of  blame 
might  fall  on  them,  it  never  could  be  admitted 
that  their  calls  on  the  Department  had  furnished 
no  proper  occasion  for  exhibiting  a  full  view  of  the 
public  finances.  He  referred  generally  to  the  va- 
rious resolutions,  which,  without  the  least  force  of 
construction,  would  have  extended  to  every  pri>- 
per  article  of  information.  He  reminded  the  Com- 
mittee ot  the  latitude  of  reports  under  certain 
other  orders  (^  the  House,  and  asked  whether  leas 
freedom  of  construction  was  to  be  allowed  when 
information  was  to  be  given,  than  when  power  oc 
discretion  was  to  be  exercised'?  Bat.  indepcnd' 
ently  of  this  view  of  the  matter,  Mr.  M.  held  it  to 
be  clear  and  palpable  that  the  very  situation  of  the 
money  affordea  an   occasion  which   rendered  it 

E roper  that  the  House  should  be  informed  of  il. 
!'  a  liberty  could  be  taken  of  removint;  money, 
from  Europe,  where  it  slood  appropriated  by  law, 
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to  this  country,  where  ihere  was  no  legal  object 
that  required  it,  and  with  an  ejre,  as  was  stated,  to 
an  object  to  which  no  money  was  applicable,  with- 
out the  aulhoriir  of  the  Legislature,  how  could  it 
possibly  be  supposed  improper  to  take  the  further 
liberty  of  eommunicating  what  was  done  to  the 
Xiegislatuie  1  He  concluded  with  recurring  to 
the  particular  form  in  which  the  subject  presented 
itself  to  the  Committee,  and  repeating  that,  what- 
ever quality  might  be  attached  to  the  facts  charged, 
or  however  improper  it  might  be  thought  by  some 
to  proceed  in  haste  to  any  affirmative  decision  on 
them,  it  appeared  irreconcilable  with  the  evidence 
which  had  Deea  produced,  to  decide,  by  a  negative 
vote,  against  the  Iruth  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  Auee  prefaced  his  remarks  on  the  subject 
before  the  Committee  by  some  obserratiohs  on 
the  nature  of  the  charges  broXighl  forward.  He 
was  happy  that  they  were  determinate,  and  con- 
ceived that  the  defence  could  be  crowded  In  a 
nutshell.  As  to  the  first  cbarge  in  the  resolution 
immediately  before  the  Committee,  be  had  seen 
no  proof  in  support  of  it  brought  forward.  It  is 
foDoded  only^  on  aasertiouj  and  ne  conceired  that 
«Datra-assertion  was  sufficient  to  meet  it.  No 
aathority,  it  was  said,  was  given  to  the  Secretary 
to  obtain  the  Loan  under  the  blended  authority 
of  both  acts.  This  is  not  one  of  the  charges 
included  in  the  resolutions  before  the  Committee, 
And  therefore  this  is  not  the  time  to  answer  it. 
However,if  this  were  fact,  nothius  criminal  could 
in  consequence  be  imputed ;  an^  since  the  pur- 
poses of  both  laws  were  carried  into  execution, 
there  coold  be  no  ground  for  saying  that  either 
iras  violated.  He  said  mach  on  the  impractica- 
bility of  the  line  of  conduct  which  some  gentle- 
men appeared  to  think  ought  to  have  been  follow- 
ed by  the  Secretary.  It  was  impossible  to  keep 
different  funds,  differently  appropriated,  so  invio- 
lably separate  as  that  one  might  not  be  used  for 
the  object  of  the  other;  all  was  tight,  he  con- 
ceired,  provided  what  was  taken  was  to  be  re- 

£  laced.  He  was  also  of  opinion  that  the  over- 
awing of  one  fnnd  could  be  applied  to  make  up 
the  deficiency  of  another;  and  that  all  that  is  De- 
cessory  is  to  give  priority  to  the  appropriation. 
The  money  paid  in  Europe  for  interest  on  the 
Loan  was  said  to  have  been  improperly  applied, 
because  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  purpose  was 
here.  He  insisted  that  that  money  was  absolutely 
represented  here  by  an  ei^ual  sum:  and  he  con- 
tended that^  though  the  interest  was  not  paid 
in  the  identical  coin  appropriated,  yet,  by  allow- 
ing a  very  reasonable  latitude  of  expression,  it 
-could  be  said  that  the  interest  was  paid  with  the 
money  appropriated,  for  the  applicabihty  of  the 
suma  ihere  depended  on  the  existence  of  the  fund 
here.  He  next  turned  to  the  second  charge  in 
>he  resolution ;  and,  after  showing  that  the  natural 
presumption  was.  'that  the  Secretary  either  was 
instructed  or  haa  a  discretionary  power,  he  then 
vindicated  his  conduct  in  respect  to  tbe  drafts  of 
money  to  this  country.  He  did  hooor  to  the  mo- 
tives of  the  gentlemen  who  had  instituted  tbe 
inquiry,  and  concluded  an  elegant  speech,  by 
a  contrasted  picture  of  our  former  and  present 


as  a  country,  dwelling  upon  the  import- 
ance of  preserving  harmony,  and  insisting  od  the 
danger  of  giving  rise  to  suspicions  against  a  highly 
responsible  officer,  and  of  bringing  forward  charges 
not  to  be  supported  by  proof. 

Mf-  FiNDLEY. — If  my  hopes  respecting  (he  Go- 
vernment have  not  been  equally  elevated  with 
those  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Ameb,]  neither  are  my  apprehensions  so  much 
depressed  with  fears.  But  I  hope  I  am  equally 
anxious  for  the  stability  and  prosperity  of  the 
Government;  and  though  we  differ  la  opinion  on 
this  question,  yet  I  am  firmly  persnaded  that  the 
part  1  take  is  the  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
necessary  confidence  in  Government,  and  secure 
the  virtue  of  its  Administration.  As  the  gentle- 
man, in  an  elegant  discourse,  has  explained  no 
difficulties,  nor  adduced  any  proofs  in  support  of 
his  opinions,  I  will  ordy  aad,  that  I  believe  the 
Government  to  be  so  weQ  established,  and  so  much 
beloved  by  the  citizens,  as  not  to  be  endangered 
by  the  House  of  Representatives'  examining  how 
liie  laws  have  been  obeyed  in  the  application  of 
public  money,  and  giving  their  opinions  upon  the 
result  ol  that  examination. 

That  the  Secretary  has  not  reported  f\illy  to 
this  House,  in  due  time,  is  so  much  within  the 
knowledge  of  every  member,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  doubt  of  the  trntn  of  the  fact,  however  we  may 
differ  about  the  propriety  of  tbe  conduct  To  go 
no  further  back  than  last  session — besides  the  re- 
ferences to  the  Secretary  to  report  upon  the  Ways 
and  Means,  and  inform  the  House  what  revenues 
were  necessary,  oa  the  30ih  of  February,  1791.  a 
standing  order  was  resolved,  directing  that  ne 
should  report  to  the  Hoose,  within  a  few  days 
after  the  meeting  of  the  next  session,  "  an  accurate 
statement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expend- 
itures of  all  the  public  moneys,  in  which  shall  be 
distinguished  the  expenditures  which  fall  under 
each  head  of  appropriation,  and  that  it  shall  be 
shown  the  sums,  if  any,  which  remain  unexpend- 
ed," &q.  Were  not  the  moneys  drawn  upon  loan, 
public  mon&/8,  and  were  not  those  loans  appropri- 
ated 1  Undoubtedly,  they  were  strictly  so.  ft  a 
a  straoge  evasion  to  say,  thai  by  these'expressions, 
only  the  current  revenue  is  intended.  Arguments 
must  be  scarce  when  this  becomes  necessary.  It 
requires  no  refutation. 

On  the  19ih  of  January  last,  he  was  called  upon 
to  "lay  before  the  House  sucd  information  with 
respect  to  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  as 
will  enable  the  Leeislature  to  judge  whether  any 
or  what  additionaf  revenues  will  be  necessary. 
In  consequence  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
PBESii>ENT,and  the  wishes  of  this  House,  to  com- 
mence the  discharge  of  the  redeemable  part  of  the 
Funded  Debt,  a  reFerence  was  made  to  the  Secre- 
tary, requiring  him  to  report  a  mode  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  public  money  for  that  purpose ;  the 
House  beingassuredjbythe  gentleman  who  moved 
the  resolution,  that  no  new  tax  was  intended  or 
necessary.  But  the  Secretary,  so  far  from  inform- 
ing the  House  how  much  money  he  had  subject 
toliis  discretion,  in  the  Bank,  in  notes,  &Cy  pro- 
posed a  new  and  partial  tax,  as  the  foundation  of 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


B4» 


tt.] 


C^ciai  amduct  of  tht  Secntary  iff  the  Treamry. 


[Habcb,  17931 


a  new  system  of  loans.  When  the  memorBble  bill 
to  authorize  another  loan  of  $2,000,000,  was  be- 
fore the  House,  a  few  weeks  ago,  we  were  told  by 
eentlemen  on  this  Soor,  that  there  was  not  time 
for  argument ;  that  the  bill  must  be  passed  in  three 
or  four  days,  &c.i  aJid  when  we  wanted  informa- 
tion, we  were  told  by  sopie  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill  that  it  was  not  convenient  togive  informalion 
there — that  we  might  procure  information  else- 
where, as  they  had  done.  I  confess  I  did  not  com- 
prehend this  method  of  legislating  j  but  the  Secre- 
tary has  since  explained  it,  in  one  of  his  Reports, 
by  complaining  of  the  House,  because  the  mem- 
bers did  not  go  to  bis  office  and  ask  infonoation, 
instead  of  requiring  it  to  be  publicly  reported. 
Even  when  this  favorite  bul  for  a  new  loan  was 


Tided  near  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  for  that 
purpose }  he  did  not  inform  us  how  obligiugly  he 
had  drawn  bills  upon  our  bankers  in  Holland,  to 
hare  the  money  put  in  our  way.  Thus,  in  order 
to  anticipate  the  payments  due  to  the  Bank,  he  did 
what  he  could  to  mduce  Congress  to  break  the 
public  faith,  by  repealing  the  existing  appropria- 
tion made  (or  securing  the  discharge  of  a  debt  of 
justice  and  gratitude  to  the  French  nation.  From 
this  and  other  instances,  it  appears,  that  however 
high  the  Secretary's  regard  for  public  credit  may 
1k^  there  are  other  considerations  which  have  ob- 
tamed  a  higher  degree  of  his  attention  than  obedi- 
ence to  the  taws.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  MAntaoN}  has  so  clearly  explained  the  na- 
ture  of  that  discretion  with  wliich  the  Secretary 
is  vested,  and  so  fully  proved  that  there  was  no 
necessity  to  justify  a  departure  from  the  appropri- 
ations made  by  law,  that  it  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  explain  furiher  on  this  head.  However,  I 
cannot  help  remarking,  that  the  discretionary 
powers  were  pretty  freely  exercised.  The  draw- 
mg  of  bills  began  early  indeed,  and  were  continued 
to  a  recent  period.  The  times  of  drawing  fortu- 
nately corresponded  with  the  necessities  of  the 
Banl^  and  the  power  of  employing  agents  was 
pretty  freely  used.  The  sameagents  were  frequent 
ly  both  the  sellers  and  the  purchasers  of  the  bilh 
Perhaps  this  was  necessary :  no  doubt  it  was  con 
venient.  Probably  it  was  safe;  but  who  can  sa; 
it  will  be  always  so. 

I  have  not  said  so  much  to  prove  the  truth  of  the 
facts  expressed  in  the  resolution,  for  of  this  there 
can  be  no  doubl — it  is  as  clear  as  the  sun,  shining 
in  day-light, — but,  in  order  to  prove  the  propriety 
of  this  Commillee  expressing  its  disappcohat'  ~ 
of  a  conduct  so  unjustifiable.  That  informal 
was  withheld  unduly,  is  evident,  from  the  lateness 
of  this  discussion;  that  it  was  obtained  with  diffi- 
culty, is  evident,  from  the  numerous  applications 
we  were  obliged  to  make  in  order  to  obtain  It. 

Mr.  BonniNOT  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  ihe  change  in  the  usual  situation  of  the 
House.    Tbey  were  no  longer  acting  in  a  Legi- 
lative  capacity,  but  were  now  exercising  the  in 
portant  office,  of  the  fi:rand  inouest  of  the  Natio 
It  was  necessary  to  advert  to  tnis  circumstance, 
prevent  rurming  into  the  diffuse  mode  of  argu- 


mproperly  be 


that  had  it 

thought  proper  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  th« 
conduct  of  an  officer  of  the  Government  in  a  very 

iportaut  and  highly  responsible  station.  He  had 

[hibited  hie  charges  agamst  him  in  writing — had 
reduced  them  to  cercam  and  specific  facts.  To 
these,  and  to  these  alone,  he  had  pointed  his  eri- 
dence,  and  we  were  bound  in  honor  and  in  con- 
science (o  give  a  iust  and  decisive  opinion  on. 
each  independent  cnarge.  In  the  first  place,  the 
truth  of  the  facts  must  be  settled  and  established  ; 
their  &vor,  the  criminality  would  then  ne- 
'ily  require  a  second  consideration.  The 
honor  and  reputation  of  the  officer  thus  charged, 
as  well  as  the  respect  due  to  the  ^ntleman  ivho 
had  brought  forward  the  accusation,  required  c 
steady,  uniform,  and  disinterested  examination  of 
every  question  from  us.     Under  this  view  of  the 

'  -  -  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  avoid  the  desultory 
argumentation  that  had  been  run  into  on 
both  sides,  and  confine  himself  to  the  nature  of 
Ihe  facts  charged,  and  the  evidence  adduced  in 
support  of  them.  The  short  time  that  yet  re- 
mained of  the  session  was  too  precious  to  waste 
in  collateral  arguments,  or  the  consideration  of 
merely  presumptive  proofs.  The  first  charge  in 
"he  resolution  now  before  the  Committee  was. 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  violatea 
the  lawpasKed  on  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  mahing 
appropriations  of  certain  moneys  authorized  to  be 
borrowed  by  the  same  law,  in  the  following  par- 
ticulars, to  wit:  1st.  By  applying  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  principal  borrowed  to  the  pavment  of 
interest  falling  due  upon  that  principal,  which 
was  not  authorized  by  that  or  any  other  law.  2d. 
By  drawing  pari  of  the  same  moneys  into  the 
United  Stales,  without  the  instruction  of  the  Phe- 
aiDENT."  These  specific  charges  make  it  neees' 
sary  for  us  to  understand  determinately  the  terms 
of  the  act.mentioned  in  the  resolution,  and  the 
nature  of  the  proof  offered  in  its  support  Br  the 
act  of  the  4th  August,  1790,  section  2— 

"The  PaiBiDisT  or  Tai  Uhitid  Stiti*  ii  an- 
thorited  U  caUM  to  be  borrowed  a  bdid  or  mmi  uoi 
exceeding  in  the  whole  twelve  millioiu  of  dollus ;  and 
that  (0  much  of  this  sum  ai  may  be  neceamj  to  tlu 
discharge  of  the  anears  of  inteievt  on  loans  heretofiin 
made  by  the  United  Stalea  in  foreign  couDtriea,  and 
the  inatalmcnt*  of  the  principal  of  the  laid  Poiugn 
Debt,  and  (if  it  could  be  effected  upon  terms  advan- 
tAgeouB  to  the  United  States)  to  the  paying  off  the- 
nhole  of  the  wid  Foreign  Debt,  be  appropriated  aolely 
to  these  puipoaeii  and  the  PaiBrDiiTT  wa*  moreover 
farther  authorised  to  cause  to  lie  made  mch  odier  eon- 
tnu^  respecting  Ihe  said  Debt  as  ^auld  be  found  be 
Ihe  interest  of&e  said  States." 

It  is  asserted  by  the  prosecutor  of  these  charges 
that  this  act  contained  an  emphatic  appropriation 
of  the  whole  of  the  twelve  millions  of  dollars  to 
the  payment  of  the  Foreign  Debt.  By  a  Letter  (o 
Mr.  Short  of  May  9, 1791,  read  in  the  Ctmmittee, 
it  appears  that  a  Loan  of  three  millions  of  florins 
haa  been  made,  and  that  one-half  only  was  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  our  debt  to  Prance, 
and  that  eight  himdred  tliousand  florins  were  t» 
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be  dr&wn  to  this  country.  Thit  waa  said  to  be 
contrary  to  the  terms  of  the  appropriaiion,  and 
witliout  BUtboricy ;  and  the  Secretary's  Report  of 
January  3, 1793,  folio  3,  was  referred  to  in  proof 
of  the  &xt  "  that  the  iuierest  arising  on  the  pi" 
cipal  borrowed  under  this  act  w«a  paid  — *  -^'' 


of  thai 


domeBtie  revenues  ol  the  United  States 
propriaied  to  that  purpose.  The  words  of  the 
Report  are,  "payments  on  account  of  other  Fo- 
reign Loons  maae  and  to  be  made  to  the  Ist  Jauu- 
ary,  1793,  inclusive.  February  1, 1791,  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three  florins  six  stivers,  with  several  other 
payments  on  the  same  terms,  till  January  1, 1793, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred and  iDirly-three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty  oioe  florins  two  stivers  eight  deniers. 
These  payments  were  asserted  to  be  on  account 
of  interest  on  the  princiral  bofrowed,  but  without 
further  proof.  By  the  Report,  folio  4,  it  appears 
t^t  on  the  1st  of  February,  1790,  there  w^s  bor- 
rowed no  moie  than  oae  million  one  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  thousand  florins,  on  which  wns  due 
the  1st  of  February,  1791,  one  year's  i  merest, 
amoUDting,  at  five  per  cent.,  to  finy-eight  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  fifty  florins  j  hut  t  lus  evi- 
dence proves  that  two  hundred  and  eig'>(y-aiue 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -ihieii.  florins 
veiepaidon  that  day.  Can  gentlemen  be  serious 
when  they  assert  that  this  was  for  interest  on  this 
principal  borrowed,  being  almost  twenty-Qve  per 
cenL  per  annum,  instead  of  five.  This  certainly 
is  an  inattention  to  the  subject  thai  the  serious 
nature  of  the  charge  cannot  justify.  Mr.  B.  then 
asserted  that,  on  a  critical  examioaiion  of  these 
items,  they  will  be  found  to  be  instalments  of  the 
Dutch  Loans  made  by  the  old  Congross,  and 
which  this  money  was  expressly  appropriated  to 
discharge  i  but  he  said  he  did  not  mean  to  avoid 
the  fact,  had  it  been  proved,  but  he  denied  that 
any  evidence  of  it  arose  from  this  testimony. 
The  Prebioent  was  generally  authorized  to  make 
the  loans.  Money  arising  from  a  domestic  fund 
was  appropriated  to  pav  the  interest.    It  happened 


that  the  Loanw 


a  Europe,  to  the  amount 


drawn  to  this  country,  but 
rest  becamedue;  this  was  paid  out  of  the  money, 
intended  to  be  drawn  into  inis  country,  and  repaid 
by  the  fund  here,  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  send- 


is  authorized  to  catise  t6  be  borrowed  a  sum  or 
sums  not  ezeeediug  two  millions  of  dollars,  at  an 
interest  not  exceeding  five  per  cent.,  and  that  tbe 
interest  should  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States.  The  difference  be- 
tween these  acts  was,  by  that  of  the  4th  of  Au- 
gust, the  Pbbbidbkt  had  a  discretion  as  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  sum  bonowed  towards  payment 
of  the  whole  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  over  and  above 
tbe  instalments,  depending  upon  terms  of  advan- 
tage to  tbe  United  States.  By  the  second  act 
there  was  no  discretJai),  the  whole  moneys  being 
positively  directed  bv  law  to  be  applied  lowaroB 
the  purchasing  of  the  Domestic  Debt.  By  the 
first  there  was  no  restriction,  in  point  of  interest, 
to  be  paid,  but  an  injunetiou  that  the  terms  of 
repayment  should  be  stipulated  within  fifteen 
vears.  By  the  second,  interest  was  restricted  to 
five  per  cent.,  and  no  terms  of  repayment  enjoined. 
By  the  preamble  to  the  first  law,  the  object  of  it 
app^rs  to  be  the  doing  of  justice  and  supporting 

Biblic  credit,  by  tbe  payment  of  the  Foreigit 
ebt ;  b^  that  of  tbe  second,  "  the  reduction  of 
the  Public  Debt,  which  would  be  beneficial  to  tbe 
credit  of  the  Union,  by  raising  the  price  of  their 
stock,  and  be  productive  of  savitigs  to  the  United 
States,"  By  virtue  of  these  acts  tbe  PaEeiOBHT 
thought  i^oper  to  constitute  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  his  agent  to  make  the  loans ;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, on  the  28th  of  August,  1790,  by  a  com- 
mission under  his  hand  and  seal,  reciiins  both  tbe 
said  laws,  authorized  him,  "by  himself  or  any 
other  person  or  persons  generally,  to  borrow, 
within  tht  United  States  or  elsewhere,  a  sum  or 
exceeding  in  the  whole  fourteen  millions 
of  dollar*,  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  limita- 
tions in  the  said  several  acts  contained."  With 
this  commission  the  Secretary  received  instruc- 
tions relative  to  the  said  loons,  in  these  words : 
"  You  shall  borrow,  or  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on 
the  best  terms  which  shall  be  found  practicable. 
Bod  within  the  limitations  prescribed  by  law,  as 
to  the  time  of  repayment  and  rale  of  interest, 
such  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  dis- 
cbaTRe  as  well  all  instalments  or  parts  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  Foreign  Debt  which  now  are  due,  or 
shall  become  payable  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791, 
as  all  interest  and  arrears  of  interest  which  now  are 
or  shall  become  due,  in  respect  to  tlie  said  Debt, 
to  the  same  end  of  the  year  1791.  And  you  shell 
apply,  or  oause  to  be  applied,  the  moneys  iriiicb 
shall  be  so  borrowed,  with  all  convenient  detpstch, 
to  the  payment  of  the  said  instalments  and  parts 


worthy  of  the  trust  committed  to  him?  But  the 
gentleman  has  proceeded  on  this  charge  (and  has 
so  expressed  himself)  as  if  this  loan  was  exclu- 
sively made  under  the  act  of  the  4th  August, 
meniioned  in  the  resolution  before  us,  and  there- 
fore was  wholly  appropriated  by  law  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Foreign  Debt,  and  ought  not,  in  any 
part,  to  have  been  drawn  into  this  couatry  for 
other  purposes.  This  brings  to  consideration  the 
act  of  the  13th  August,  1790,  passed  eij^t  days 
after  the  act  alluded  to.  By  the  4th  seetioo  of 
this  act  the  PaasiBBHT  op  the  Uhitbb  St^itbb 


of  the  principal  and  interest,  and  arrears  of  the 
interest  of  the  said  Debt.  You  shall  not  extend 
the  amount  of  the  said  Loan  beyond  the  sum 
which  shall  be  necessary  for  completing  snch  pay- 
ment, unless  upon  terms  more  advimtageous  to 
the  United  States,"  Ac. 

These  iDstrnctions  related  solely  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  twelve  millions,  the  two  millions,  as 
before  observed,  being  applied  by  law,  without 
any  discretionaiT  power,  to  the  reduction  of  the 
Public  TMm.  Under  this  commission,  it  is  in 
proof  the  Secretary  caused  three  millions  of  fl<viiu 
to  be  borrowed  in  Europe  generally,  without  cx- 
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pressing  particularly  under  which  law,  bat  t 
ing  under  them  both.  He  directed  half  of  this 
sum  to  be  appiied  to  the  payment  of  the  Foreign 
Debtj  and  part  of  the  other  half  he  appropriated, 
for  the  pdrposes  meutioned,  towards  the  reduction 
of  the  Public  Debt.  But  it  is  insisted  that  the 
whole  of  this  money  was  borrowed  under  the 
«f  the  4th  August,  and  therefore  it  was  highly 
criminal  to  apply  any  part  of  it  to  the  discharge 
of  the  interest  arising  on  the  principal  bo  bor- 
rowed, there  being  another  fund  designed  for  that 
purpose.  But  it  has  clearly  appeared  that  the 
Secretary  made  this  Loan  in  Europe,  where  the 
interest  was  to  be  paid  and  had  become  due)  the 
fund  for  its  payment  was  in  this  country ;  and 
therefore,  if  he  wb^  authorized  (o  draw  any  part 
of  that  principal  into  the  United  States,  it  was  a 
mere  economical  operation,  to  pay  the  interest 
there  out  of  those  moneys  on  the  spot,  and  repay 
them  out  of  moneys  here,  where  they  were  to  * 
applied,  and  by  that  means  prevent  the  loss  of 
Burance  and  interest,  that  must  have  arisen  by 
another  negotiation.  Thi^  question,  then,  depends 
wholly  on  the  fact  whether  this  money  was  bor- 
TOwea  by  rirtue  of  both  acts,  or  under  that  of  the 
12th  of  August  exclusively. 

The  Loan  was  made  at  five  per  cent.,  subject  to 
charges  and  douceurs  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent. 
on  the  whole.  The  Secretary  thotight  this  within 
Ae  act  of  the  twelfth  of  August,  limiting  him  to 
an  interest  not  exceeding  five  per  cent.  This  was 
the  opinion  of  others  besides  tbe  Secretary.  Mr. 
B.  himself  had  been  of  that  opinion,  and  at  the 
time  thought  an  application  to  the  Legislature 
tuinecesgary.  But  the  prudence  and  caution  of 
the  Secretary  led  him  to  state  this  fact  to  Con- 
gress for  their  consideration  and  determination, 
who,  by  an  act  of  the  3d  March,  1791,  declared 
their  sense  of  the  act  of  the  12th  of  August,  and 
that  the  Loan  was  legally  made  under  that  act. 
The  preamble  to  this  act  removes  all  doubt  on 
this  question: 

"  Whereas  U  hath  ban  made  kjioum  to  Congrtu 
th»t  the  P«EBiD»i>T  OF  TB«  Uhitsd  Statj.,  in  eon- 
■equence  of  an  set  making  proTision  for  the  reduction 
of  the  Public  Debt,  (that  ii,  that  of  the  twelfth  of  Au- 

nt,)  hath  caused  a  certain  loan  to  be  made  in  Hot- 
d,  on  acconnt  of  the  United  States,  to  the  amount 
of  three  milhont  of  florins,  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
per  cent,"  dec.  "And  wherea*  it  haXb  been  alio  stated 
to  Congren  that  the  charges  upon  said  loan  have 
■snxaited  to  Sam  and  a  half  per  cent,  whereby  a 
doubt  hath  ariMD,  whether  the  said  loan  be  wkhin  the 
meaning  of  the  said  bat-mentienBd  act,  which  limits 
the  rale  of  interest  to  fite  per  cenL  per  annum.  And 
whereas  it  is  expadient  tfiat  the  said  doobt  ihauld  be 
removed,  be  it  enacted,"  Suu,  "  that  the  loan  aipra- 
nid  ahalJ  be  deemed  and  construed  to  be  vrithjn  the 
true  irUent  and  meaniTig  of  thtiaid  act  making pren- 
timi/or  the  rtduetion  iftnepubiie  debt,"  4c. 

This  puts  an  end  to  any  dispute  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  if  this  money  was  borrowed  under  both 
acts  jointly,  or  eiclusirely  under  the  act  of  the 
tweltth  August,  there  CBn  b«  no  propriety  or  jus- 
tice io  the  charge,  that  the  Secretary  liad  vio- 
lated the  «ct  of  the  fourth  of  August  in  applying 


p&rt  of  this  money  to  the  purposes  of  the  act  of 
the  twelth  of  August,  under  which  the  LoaBj  bs  to 
a  greater  sum,  was  certainly  made.  By  this  act 
also  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  tDeanmg 
of  the  act  of  the  twelfth  of  August  as  to  the  re- 
striction of  the  interest  to  five  per  cent,  was  con- 
firmed, and  of  course  all  his  proceedings  under  it. 
There  can  then  be  no  foundation  for  the  charge, 
and  it  remains  unsupported  by  proof. 

The  next  part  of  the  accusation  attempted  to 
be  supported,  was  the  drawing  part  of  the  sune 
"  moneys  of  the  United  States  witl^out  instriK- 
tions  Irom  the  Phesidekt-"  The  instructjons 
from  the  Phebident  as  to  the  tnakiug  the  loans 
and  ap^dying  them  were  only  called  for,  he  has 
therefore  only  reported  these  to  the  House  ;  from 
this  negative  testimony,  it  was  presumed  that  no 
other  instructions  have  been  given.  This  iswvak 
support,  indeed,  to  a  criminBl  charge  of  this  na- 
ture. 1  know  it  has  been  urged  by  one  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Mbbceh]  that  the  Secretary  has  been 
callea  upon  for  the  instructions,  and  if  he  has 
failed  to  report  them  to  the  House,  he  ought  to 
suffer:  this  shows  bow  feUible  gentlemen^s  me- 
mories are.  There  has  been  cm  call  whatever  of 
the  House  on  the  Secretary  for  this  purpose — onr 
Journals  do  not  show  any.  The  requisition  was 
to  the  Prbsioent,  and  he  has  complied  with  dte 
terms  of  it.  But  if  we  are  to  rest  on  presumptive 
evidence,  the  presumption  is  in  favor  of  the  Se- 
cretary. The  PREaiDEirr  has  not  made  objec- 
tions to  the  conduct  of  his  agent.  He  has  men- 
tioned the  loans  to  Congress,  without  disapproba- 
tion. Tbe  agent  was  properly  accountable  to  bim, 
and  he  has  not  found  fault  with  him  ;  but  in  his 
Speech  at  the  opening  of  this  and  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  has  expressed  great  satisfaction  in  the 
state  of  public  affairs.  But  if  the  gentlemen  who 
advocate  this  prosecution  really  believed  this  ftct. 
bad  thev  it  not  in  their  power  to  hare  rendereo 
the  evidence  certain  to  demonstration,  by  request- 
ing, by  resolutions  of  the  House,  that  the  PuBai- 
DBHT  would  declare  whether  this  money  was  or 
was  not  drawn  in  consequence  of  his  instructions, 
or  with  his  approhation  and  consent  ?  Can  any 
man  suppose  that  so  responsible  an  agent  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  presume  (for 
his  own  sake)  to  proceed  in  so  important  negotia- 
tion^ without  tbe  Knowledge,  approbation,  and  di- 
rections of  the  PnEBioEHT  OF  TBE  UstTED  Statbb? 
But,  for  arzument  sake,  suppose  the  feet  to  be 
true,  is  not  Hie  Secretary  an  officer  to  superintend 
the  collection  of  the  public  rcYenuC?  As  soon  as 
this  Loan  was  made  under  the  act  of  the  twelfth 
August,  was  it  not  his  duty,  without  further  in- 
structions, to  draw  the  money  into  the  United 
States  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  act? 
Wotild  he  not  have  been  highly  culpable  if  he 
had  left  this  money  tn  Holland  till  the  next  ses- 
of  Congress,  and  waited  for  a  law  authorizing 

.  so  to  do?  It  is  really  a  reflection  on  the 
whole  Legislature  to  suppose  they  would  have  di- 
rected a  Loan  which  should  remain  inactive  on  an 
interest  of  five  per  cent,  without  giving  a  power 
of  application. 
"  It  it  has  been  said  that  a  targer  sum,  viz.,  al- 
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most  three  mUlions  of  dollars,  bas  been  drawo 
into  this  country,  which  was  more  than  the  Pbebi- 
DEMT  himself  was  authorized  to  do.  If  this  is 
meant  to  crimioate  the  Psesident,  we  ought  to 
know  it.  How  does  the  fact  stand  i  It  is  agreed 
that  the  Pbgsjdent  had  a  right  to  draw  the  mo- 
neys loaned  under  the  act  of  the  Iwellh  of  Au- 
goM  ....     92,000,000  00 

He  bad  »  right  to  make  such 
otber  contracts  reBpecIingtheDebl 
■ff  Bhotild  be  for  tha  interest  of  the 
United  States,  in  cooseguence 
whereof  the  agent  in  Kurope 
aereed  with  the  National  Assem- 
bly or  the  Executive  of  Prance,  for 
the  payment  of  four  millions  of  li- 
rre-s,  part  of  their  debt,  in  the  pro- 
dnce  of  die  United  Stales,  for  the 
surmly  of  St  Domingo     -  -         800,000  00 

The  interest  to  foreign  officers 
amounted  to  about  -  •         191,3X6 


1,316  90 


This,thcQ  Toakes  about  the  sum  that  itisproTed 
w»a  drawn  for  by  the  SecretBry,  and  shows  that 
he  did  not  exceed  the  powers  vested  in  the  Pbe- 
sitoEirr  for  this  purpose. 

ft  has  been  also  held  up  as  highly  criminal  in 
-the  Secretary,  that  althougb  he  began  to  draw  for 
this  money  in  December,  1790,  yet  he  never  gave 
information  to  Congress  or  to  the  Trustees  for 

Iiurchasing  the  Public  Debt  on  th«  subject;  but 
en  them  wholly  in  the  dark  with  respect  to  so 
importa.nt  a  measure,  when  it  was  bis  duty  par- 
ticularly to  have  kepi  the  House  constoudy  in- 
formed, and  that  this  could  only  have  happened 
for  the  purpose  of  covering  some  iioproper  aesign, 
or  aidmg  individuals  with  the  public  moneys  of 
the  United  States. 


I,  for  as  on  the  one  nand  he  would 
be  ready  to  bring  every  defaulter  in  public  office, 
however  exalted  in  character,  to  condign  punish- 
ment,  where  found  guilty  :  on  the  other  hand,  he 
wished  ever  to  be  found  giving  Ml  support  to 
every  good  ofBcer  of  Govemment  a^nst  un- 
founded charges  of  peculation  and  mismanage' 
meat  of  the  public  revenue.  He  bad  satisfied  liis 
mind  an  the  subject,  not  being  able  to  find  a  scin- 
tilla of  evidence  to  support  the  charge,  but  abund- 
ant testimony  to  the  contraiy. 

1.  Congress  knew  that  this  money  was  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  the  debts  m  this  eona- 
try,  that  the  Loan  was  madein  Holland,  and  there- 
fore that  it  must  necessarily  be  drawn  here  for 
the  purposes  of  the  act, 

2.  By  the  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  foiio  12,  under  the  date  of  the  25th  of 
August,  1790,  is  the  following  entry  r 

"  It  is  probatile  that  it  nitl  be  deemed  adviaaUe  to 
My  the  interest  for  the  year  1791  on  the  amount  of  the 
fereign  debt  out  of  foreign  loaiu.  There  U  one  now  ma- 
tured for  ibe  aeceptuice  of  the  United  State*,  unouut- 
mg  to  three  milliona  of  floiinii,  the  pnetatt  of  which 
BWy  be  ai  command  in  Uu  eoune  ' 


The  expediency  of  an  acceptance  of  the  loan,  and  of 
an  appkealion  of  oat  third  of  it,  to  thepurpote  of  the 
aet.for  the  rtdaetiim  of  the  TabHe  Debt,  i>  under  the 


This  entry  affords  !>ttong  presumption  against 
all  the  suggestions  of  the  want  of  instructions  from 
the  PaGaiDEHT,  or  bis  ignorance  of  the  proceed- 
inM  of  the  Secretary. 

3.  The  Speech  of  the  Presfdent  delivered  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  on  the  8th  of  December, 
1790,  has  the  following  paragraph : 


rinj,  towordj  which  some  provisional  i 
OTeviondy  taken  piece,  has  been  completed  in  HoUuid. 
The  Setielary  of  the  TreuDiy  hw  my  directjooa  to 
— •'—■-  euch  further  paitwulars  ■■  may  be  requi- 


4.  The  Report  of  the  Secretary  in  conformity 
to  that  direction,  dated  24th  February,  1791,  men- 
tioning terms  of  the  loans  and  application  of  mo- 
neys. 

5.  The  preamble  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1791, 
already  read. 

6.  In  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  reeeipta  and  expenditutes  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Qovernment  to  the  31st  of 
December,  1791,  is  the  following  article  of  re- 
ceipts : 

"Foreign  Loans. 

"  Prom  the  Pteaideiit,  Directors,  &  Co,  of 
the  Bank  of  North  Ameiica,  being  the 
produce  of  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  on 
the  Bgenja  tn  aegotUtlng  Foreign  losOi 
in  Bdluid        •  -  -  -  9319,869  47 

"  Fnnn  the  Praiident,  Directon,  Sl  Co.,  of 
the  Bank  of  New  York,  being  the  pro- 
duce of  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  on  the 
agents  albreuid  •  •  -     133,131  87 


$361,391  34 
7.  In  the  Treasurer's  account,  commencing  Ja- 
nuary l,lT92,aad  ending  on  the  31st  March,  1793, 
are  found  the  following  entries  of  receipts ; 
"  On  the  proceeds  of  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  on  Witl- 
helm  &  Jan  Willuik,  Nicholas  and  Jacob  Van  SMp- 
bont  to   HubtMid,  of  Amsterdam,  on  oeoount   of 
loans  mode  for  the  Uailed  States,   per  etoteoient, 
9402,003  89." 

In  his  account  commencing  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1798,  and  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1792 : 
"  On  the  proceed*  of  bills  of  exchange,  &c^  in  same 
words,  91,400,000." 

In  his  account  commeoclng  on  the  1st  ol  July, 
1792,  and  ending  on  the  30th  of  Sepiembec,  1792 : 
"  On  the  proceeds  of  bills  of  exdunge,  dtc,  in  mbm 
words,  91,000,000." 


convinced  my  mind,  at  first  much  alarmed  at  the 
severity  of  the  charges  and  the  positive  assertions 
of  gentlemen,  that  discoveries  would  be  made, 
showing  corruption  at  the  very  heart  of  the  Oo- 
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TemmeDl;  these  have  conTtuced  me  fully  that 
this  proseculion  has  been  rashly  brought  forward, 
without  a  propel  examination  of  the  iransaciioo. 
My  mind,  in  a  conscientious  research  into  the 
bets,  has  not  been  able  to  raise  a  donbt;  on  which 
I  to  found  even  a  suspicion  of  the  integrity  or  abi- 
lities of  the  Secretary  in  this  whole  negotiation. 
So  far  am  I  from  considering  those  charges  sup- 
ported by  testimony,  that  I  consider  the  conduct 
of  the  officer  concerned  in  this  transaction,  not  only 
wholly  cleared  up,  but  the  measures  he  has  pur- 
sued as  stamped  with  wisdom  and  official  know- 
ledge. So  far  am  I  from  iudging  him  reprehen- 
sible for  the  manner  in  wnicn  he  has  negotiated 
and  applied  these  loans,  that  I  think  hint  deserving 
of  the  thankful  approlmtion  of  his  country  for  his 
economy  and  strict  attention  to  the  true  mterests 
and  credit  of  the  United  States.  I  rejoice,  sir, 
that  af\er  so  full  and  zealous  an  investigation,  this 
officer,  though  uuheard,  appears  to  be  free  from 
even  a  suspicion  of  malconduct  in  the  whole 
transaction ;  this  is  not  only  honorable  to  him,  but 
does  credit  to  our  country.     On  the  whole,  there- 


John  Lauranee,  Amua  I^Mrned,  Ridiud  Bland  Lea^ 

George  Leonard,  8»inuel  Li«niiore,  Frederick  Ansn*- 
tDi  Muhlenberg,  Williun  Vana  Murmy,  Nathsnid 
Nilea,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  I>ra«l 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Jobn  Steele,  Suauel  Storett. 
Jonathan  Sturgee,  George  Thatcher,  Thomaa  Tadim 
Tucker,  Artemas  Ward,  Hugh  Wiltiamwm,  and  PivD- 
■  WilK.. 
fiT«^^<4wBapliKAihe,AbTahun  Baldwin,  VT^- 
liam  Findley,  Wilhun  B.  Gilea,  Andrew  Gregg,  Itmr- 
thaniel  Macon,  Jame<  Madiaon,  John  Franda  Meroer, 
Andrew  Moore,  Aletuidc^  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  mai 
Joaiah  Parker. 

on  was  then  made,  and  the  question  puL 
that  the  House  do  agree  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  in  their  disagreement  to  the 
fourth  resolution,  in  the  words  foUowing : 

Benhei,  That  the  Secreta^  of  the  Treuuij  hu 
deviated  frooi  the  iiutnctiBna  given  Urn  t^  the  Pmm- 
siDKiiT  or  TBI  UfliTHii  Stitib,  In  Biecutuig  the  ao- 
thoritiei  for  making  loans,  under  the  acts  of  the  bnitb 
and  twelfth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hnndmd 


fore,  1  am  decidedly  against  the  present  resolnlti 
and  shall  give  them  my  hearty  negative. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  seven  o'cl 
post  meridian. 

EvBNiNo  Sebbion — 7  P.  M. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  certain  appropriati 

therein  mentioned  was  read  the  thud  tmie,  and 

The  bin  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An 

providing  for  the  compensation  of  Ebenezer  Sto- 

rer,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

OFPICIAL  CONDUCT   OF  THE   SECRBTARy 

OF  THE  TREASURY. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  resolulioos  con- 
tained in  tne  motion  of  Thursday  last,  respecting 
the  official  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. The  third  resolution  being  still  under  con- 
sideration, in  the  words  following,  viz; 

Saeked,  That  the  Becretar?  of  the  Treasury  bts  vi- 
aUted  the  law  passed  the  4th  of  Augiist,  1T90,  making 
qijwopriattonB  of  certain  moneys  authorized  to  be  bor- 
mwed  by  the  said  law,  in  the  following  particnisrs,  vii ; 
First,  by  applying  ■  certain  portian  of  the  principal  hot- 
nwed,  to  ue  paTment  of  intetcat  EUling  due  upon  thai 
principal,  which  was  not  anthoriied  by  that  or  any  other 
taw.  Secondly,  by  drawiog  a  part  of  the  said  ntoneva 
into  the  United  Slates,  without  the  instructiona  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutea. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  puL 
that  the  House  do  agree  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  in  their  disagreement  to  the 
resolution,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — 
yeaa  40,  naya  12,  as  follows : 

YiAs.— Fiaher  Amea,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elisa  Boudinol,  Shea^ashnb  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bomne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitasimons,  Bl- 
bridge  Gerry,  ^Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhoe, 
Jame*  (lordon,  Chiiato^er  Oreennp,  Samuel  Griflfin, 
WiUiam  Barry  Grove,  Thamas  Hartley,  James  Hill- 
hOQse,  William  Hindman,  PhiHp  Key,  Aaron  Kitehell, 


resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  39^ 
nays  13,  as  follows: 

lAs^— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  BeB- 
Eliaa  Baadinet,  Sheaijaahub  Bonnie,  BenjanuM 
me,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomaa  Filzaimaiia,  El' 
bridge  Gerry,  Nicbolas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhoe, 
Junes  Gordon,  Christopher  Greennp,  **"'""''l  Griffin, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  Jamea  Hflt 
house,  William  Hindman,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitehell, 
John  Lauranee,  Amaaa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Frederick  Angua- 
tna  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mnrrey,  Nathanie] 
Nileg,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Imd 
Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Sturgea,  George  Tbaleher,  Thomaa  Tudor 
Tncket,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Hogh  Williamaon. 

Nats.— JiAn  Baptiat  Aahe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  WUUam  B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  Na- 
thaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  J<dm  Piands  MercR', 
Andrew  Moore,  Alexander  D.  On,  John  Page,  aad 
Joaiah  Parker. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  qaev 
tion  being  put,  that  the  House  do  agree  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  fifth  resolution,  in  the  words  foUow- 
ing: 

"  Retohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
omitted  to  disdisrge  an  essential  du^  of  his  ofBce,  in 
biling  to  give  Congreea  official  infiniDation,  in  due 
time,  of  the  moneys  drawn  by  him  from  Europe  into 
the  United  State*;  which  drawing  omnmenced  Oecon- 
bar,  one  thonsand  seven  himdred  and  nine^,  and  orat, 
tinned  imtU  January,  one  thousand  seven  himdicd  and 
nine^-threeiand^tfae  cause  of  making  mdi  drafted 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that,  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the 
night,  he  was  unwilling  to  detain  the  Committee 
unnecessarily.  He  trusted,  however,  that  they 
would  grant  bim  their  indulgence  and  attention 
for  a  few  moments  before  the  vote  was  takeD. 
The  resolution  upon  which  the  sense  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  about  to  be  expressed  contained  a  di- 
rect charge  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  having  "tailed  to  give  Congress  official  infor- 
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motion  in  due  time  of  the  moneys  drawn  by  him 
from  Europe  into  the  United  Stales,  and  of  the 
cause  of  such  dmfts."  He  rose  principally  lo  re- 
mark, that  the  arffumeuts  which  had  beea  used  by 
the  advocates  of  these  resolutions,  in  support  of 
the  first  which  had  been  discussed,  and  particular- 
ly by  the  member  from  Virginia,  JMr.  MAniaoN,] 
were  of  such  a  nature  as  must,  if  applied  to  the 
one  now  under  debate,  compel  that  gentleman  to 
abandoa  this  charge,  and  give  it  hia  negative,  if 
he  would  preserve  any  sort  of  consisteacyDeCween 
his  arguments  and  his  vote. 

It  had  been  asserted  by  him,  and  seemed  to  be 
relied  upion  as  an  important  fact,  that  the  Secre- 
tary's a^Dcy  in  respect  to  foreign  loans  did  not 
necexsanly  result  from  the  duties  of  his  office,  or 
the  constitution  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
which  on  that  head  was  silent,  but  thai  it  was 
founded  upon  a  special  commission  and  instruc- 
tion? given  to  that  officer  by  the  Prehidgnt,  in 
whom  the  laws  had  vested  an  authority.  Under 
that  view,  then,  it  was  deemed  convenient  and 
proper  to  regard  the  President  as  the  principal, 
and  the  Secretary  as  his  agent,  in  order  that  there 
might  appear  to  be  some  foundation  for  the  charge 


without  the  express  instructions  of  ihe _ 

this  was  truly  the  relationship  in  which  the  Se- 
cretary stood  to  the  pREBiDBNT— if  the  Pbbbi- 
dent's  commission  was  his  authority,  and  the 
President's  instructions  his  law  and  guide — if 
the  case  of  loans  was,  in  respect  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  an  extraordinary  and  extra-official 
one,  not  necessarily  falling  under  the  head  of  it, 
hut  distinct  from  the  ordinary  revenues  which 
bounded  his  legal  authority,  as  had  been  declared 
hy  a  member  from  Virginia  and  another  from 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  D.  called  upon  those  two  gen- 
tlemen to  explain  with  what  propriety  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  could  be  censured  for  not 
comprising  in  his  annual  official  statement  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  public  monevs  in  his 
Department  a  report  of  his  agency  in  a  business 
unconnected  therewith,  which  he  transacted,  not 
in  quality  of  financier,  but  of  agent,  and  for  which 
he  was  directly  responsible  to  the  President,  who 
was  his  principal,  and  who  could,  and  doubtleKS 
would,  hare  dismissed  him  from  office,  if  he  had 
acted  unfaithfully.  There  appeared  to  his  mind 
(Mr.  D.  said)  such  inconsistency  and  coniredic- 
tion  between  the  reasoning  he  had  quoted  and  the 
resolution  on  the  table,  as  induced  him  to  believe 
that  all  who  gave  their  assent  to  those  arguments, 
but  especially  those  who  had  expressed  and  sup- 
ported them,  would  join  with  him  in  voting  against 
this  proposition. 

Bat  there  were  other  reasons  (Mr.  D.  added) 
which  seemed  to  his  judgment  to  lead  irresisti- 
bly to  the  same  conclusion.  The  House  of  Re- 
presentatives had  already  expressed  their  sense 
upon  this  subject  Their  resolutions,  passed  on 
the  23d  of  January,  without  any  opposition,  evi- 
dently recognised  certain  principles  which  direct- 
ly miliiated  against  those  contained  in  this  reso- 
lution. The  President  op  the  United  States 
was  there  requested  to  communicate  the  informa- 


tion wanted.  It  is  well  known  to  every  member 
that  this  mode  was  never  adopted  in  any  call  for 
information  respecting  our  fiscal  concerns,  or  other 
matters  relating  tothe  ordinary  business  of  the  De- 
partment, but  that  it  was  always  observed  when  the 
mformation  wanted  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  ren- 
der it  improperfor  either  of  the  subordinate  Execu- 
tive officers  to  give  it  without  the  order  of  their 
head,  the  PREaineHT.  Shall  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  then,  be  censured  for  not  reporting  to 
Congress  transactions  unasked  for,  which  it  is  ad- 
mitted he  was  not  at  liberty  to  report,  even  upon 
the  order  of  the  Hou^e,  without  the  sanction  and 
express  direction  of  the  Presiuent  1  Shall  he  be 
censured  for  not  giving  information  of  the  moneys 
drawn  by  him  from  Europe,  and  of  the  causes  of 
making  such  drafts,  when  the  very  laws  which 
authorized  the  loan  of  fourteen  millions,  point  out 
the  causes,  declare  the  purposes,  and  designate  the 
appropriation?  The  act  of  the  12th  of  August 
directed  the  application  of  two  millions  to  the 
purchase  of  the  Public  Debt,  Was  not  this  coun- 
try the  only  proper  place  for  that  operation  7  And 
would  any  one  say  that  those  purchases  could  be 
made  advantageously  for  the  United  States  unless 
the  money  was  drawn  here  7  Was  there  not  a 
discretionary  power  given  to  the  Executive  over 
the  other  twelve  milCons  destined  to  the  payment 
of  our  debt  to  France,  in  virtue  of  which,  such 

Sortion  of  it  might  be  drawn  here  as  might  be 
eemed  contistent  with  the  public  good?  Had 
not  events  fully  justified  Congress  in  having  grwit- 
ed  that  discretionary  power,  and  the  Executive 
in  the  use  they  had  made  of  it?  Through  the  in- 
strumentality of  those  drafts,  we  had  been  enabled 
lo  purchase  nearly  two  millions  of  our  own  debt, 
and  to  pay  in  this  country  (principally  in  our  own 

Eroduce)  about  half  a  milUon  of  the  French  debt, 
y  which  the  CoIuby  of  St.  Domingo  had  beoi 
relieved  from  its  sufferings,  and  the  Government 
and  people  of  France  hignly  gratified  and  benefit- 
ed. Far  from  meriting  censure  for  arrangements 
so  provident  and  beneficial,  the  man  who  had  ef- 
fected dieta  was  (Mr.  D.  asserted)  entitled  to  the 
commendation  and  thanks  of  his  countrymen. 
That  Ihe  Secretary  had  discharged  both  his  ordi- 
nary and  extraordmary  duties  with  ability  and  tn- 
tegrity^  had  been  directly  denied  by  none ;  that  he 
had  miBconstraed  the  act  of  the  4th  of  August 
and  departed  irom  its  true  spirit,  had  been  urged 
and  supported  by  very  few;  but  that  the  arrange- 
ments which  he  made  bad  proved  beneficial  lo 
France,  and  highly  favorable  to  the  interesb  of 
the  United  States,  seemed  to  have  been  admitted 


Mr.  D.  concluded  with  saying  that  he  was  hap- 
py to  find  he  should  be  with  a  very  large  majo- 
rity of  the  House  in  the  vote  that  the  Secretary 
was  not  chargeable  with  the  omission  and  failure 
which  the  resolution  aimed  to  fix  upon  him. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  33,  nays 
15,  as  follows; 

YiiB.— Fiiher  Ames,  Robnt  Bunwell,  Egbort  Ben- 
ton, Eliai  Boudinot,  SbMijashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,   Jonathin   Dayton,  Thomu  FitMinioiw,  El- 
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biidge  GcTTj,  Nicholu  Gilmui,  BeDJunin  Goodhue, 
Jua«  Gordon,  Thomu  Baitle;,  Jamei  Hillhouse,  Wil- 
liam Hindman,  Philip  Key,  Anon  Kitchell,  John  I.au- 
rance,  Amaia  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Samuel  Liver- 
more,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vana 
Morny,  Theodore  Sedgnick,  Jeremiah  Smilh,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  John  Steele.  Samuel  Stenett,  Jonathan 
Sturgea,  Qeorge  Thatcher,  Thomaa  Tudor  Tucker,  Ar- 
tmnas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Nati. — John  Bsptial  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
tUm  Findley,  William  B.  GUes,  Samuel  Griffin,  Wil- 
liam Banj  Qrore,  Richard  Bland  Lee.  Nathaniel  Ma- 
oon.  Jamas  Madison,  John  Pranda  Mercer,  Andnw 
Moore,  Nathanial  Niies,  John  Page,  Jonah  PaAer,  and 
Isnel  Smith. 

Anollier  tootion  was  then  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  that  the  House  do  agree  with  the 
Comiaittee  of  the  Whole  House  in  Ineirdisagree- 
ment  to  the  sixth  resolution,  in  the  words  foUow- 

"  Eaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasun  has, 
without  the  instruction  of  the  PnisrDiKT  or  thiUiiit- 
ID  Stitis,  drawn  more  monays,  borrowedin  Holland, 
into  the  United  State*,  than  the  PauiDaiiT  of  thi 
Uhitsd  Stitis  was  authorized  to  draw,  under  the  act 
of  the  twelfth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety,  which  act  appropriated  two  milliona  of  dot- 


duty  of  hia  office,  in  fiuling  to  give  official  information 


hj  him  to  have  be«u  intended  for  the  pttrchaae  of  the 


Yiis,— Fisher  Amea,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
•on,  Eliaa  Boudinot,  Shea^aahub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bonma.  Jooatilan  Dayton,  Thomas  Pitutmons,  El- 
bridge  Gen?,  Nicholas  Gihnan.  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley, 
Jamea  Hillhoow,  WiDiam  Hindman,  Aaron  Kitchell, 
John  Launnce,  Amasa  l>eanied,  George  Leonard,  Sa- 
muel Livermore,  Frederick  Auguatua  Muhlenberg,  Na- 
thaniel Nilaa,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Bterrett,  Jonathan 
Stojges,  George  Thatcher,  Thomaa  Todot  Tticker,  Ak 
temaa  Ward,  and  Hugh  Wilhamson. 

Naib.~JoIui  Baptist  Aahe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  William  B.  Oilei,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Jamea  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  and  Joaiah  Par- 
ker. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  that  the  Honse  do  agree  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  seventh  resolution,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

"  Raolved,  That  the  Secielaiy  of  the  Treuory  did 
not  consult  the  public  interest,  in  negotiating  a  Loan 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btatea,  and  drawing  there- 


n  four  hundred  thousand  dolUra,  at  five  per  centum 
per  annum,  when  a  greater  sum  of  public  moiiey  was 
deposited  in  various  banks,  at  the  respectiie  periods  of 
making  the  respaotrve  drafta:" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatiTe — yeas  33,  na^: 
S,  as  follows : 


Yeas.— Fisher  Ames,- Robert  Barnwell,  Egbart  BeA- 
son,  Elias  Boudinot,  Sheaijaehub  Bourne,  BeDJ»mm 
Bourne.  Jonathun  Dayton,  Thoinaa  Pitumona,  Et 
brii^e  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  BenUmin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  WQliara  Banr  Grove,  Thomas  Hsittley, 
James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Aaron  Kitijiefl; 
John  Laurance,  Amaaa  Learned,  George  LBonartl,  Sk- 
mufl  Livermore,  Frederick  A ngiutiia  Muhlenberg,  Na- 
thaniel Niles,  Theodore  Sed^rkk,  Jeremiah  Sttoilfc, 
WiUism  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samnel  Sterrett,  Jimw 
than  Sturgea,  George  Thatcher,  Thomaa  Tudor  Tucka; 
Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Williamaon. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Nathanid  UmMm, 
James  Madiaim,  John  Fiancta  Mercer,  aitd  Joaah  Par- 
ker. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  qtiea- 
tion  being  put,  that  the  House  do  agree  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  eighth  resolution,  in  the  words  foJ- 

"  Rooked,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Tieamry  k*s 
been  guilty  of  an  indecorum  to  this  House,  in  tmdao- 

laking  to  judge  of  its  moliveain  calling  lor  inibrmatioii, 
which  was  demandable  of  him,  from  the  constitutiaa  of 
his  allica,  and  in  biling  to  give  all  the  neeeaaaiy  infbna- 
ation  within  his  knowledge  relatively  to  the  aubjects  of 
reference  made  to  him,  of  the  nineteenth  of  Janoaiy, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  of 
the  twenty-second  of  Norembcf,  one  thouaand  aerea 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  during  the  present  seaaion  ;" 
Mr,  WiLLiAU  Smith  said,  (hat,  after  the  vote 
which  had  just  prevailed  bv  so  considerable  a  nut- 
joriiy  on  the  preceding  resolutions,  the  Committee 
could  not,  witn  any  propriety,  criminate  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  for  failing  to  give  the  iofona- 
ation  alluded  to,  because  by  that  vote  it  had  been 
established  that  the  Secretary  had  only  acted  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  Pbcsioeht,  and  conform- 
ably to  his  instructions.  If  there  had  been  anjr 
amission  to  communicate  information  (o  Congress, 
that  omission  was  surety  not  chargeable  to  the 
Secretary.  But  it  had  been  already  clearly  shown, 
by  documents  in  the  possessionof  the  House,  that 
the  necessary  information  had  been  communi- 
cated. The  Treasurer's  account.^  which  had  been 
from  time  to  time  laid  before  the  Houk,  exhibited 
the  amount  of  moneys  proceeding  from  the  sale  of 
bills,  and  the  Secretary's  Report  of  February, 

1791,  conveyed  full  information  of  the  drawing. 
It  was  true,  there  was  a  sum  of  about  (600,000. 
the  proceeds  of  bills  which,  as  bad  been  remarkea 
by  a  gentleman,  [Mr.  M&D]80H,J  did  not  appear  in 
the  Treasurer's  account,  but  (his  was  owing  to  the 
»ales  of  the  bills  by  the  Bank  not  having  been 
closed  at  the  time  the  last  quarterly  account  waa 
rendered,  and  consequently  that  sum  could  not 
appear  in  the  Treasurer's  account. 

[Mr.  MAniaoN  said,  he  bad  not  toeaot  to  blame 
the  Treasurer.] 

Mr.  Smith  proceeded.  The  gentletnan,  how- 
ever, bad  attributed  misconduct  to  the  Secretary, 
for  withholding  information  of  the  amount  of 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  accruing  from  Foreign 
loans,  when  directed  by  the  House,  January  lOth, 

1792,  to  report  whether  the  existing  reventies  were 
adequate  to  face  the  additional  expense  of  the 
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IndiftD  war.  Mr.  S.  could  not  forbear  ezpressiag 
ffrest  surprise  at  this  remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virmnia,  [Mr.  Madison,]  when  he  recollect- 
ed whatliad  been  just  before  said  by  the  eame 
¥:iiUeman  in  support  of  the  former  resolution. 
he  gentleman,  on  that  occasion,  in  his  Httempt 
to  dwpro»e  the  right  of  the  Secretary,  e:F  <^cw., 
to  snperiolend  the  nioneys  derived  from  the  Piv 
reign  loans,  had  endeavored  to  establish  a  nice 
distinction  between  the  ordinary  internal  reve- 
nues of  the  country,  and  the  resources  resulting 
from  Foreign  loan«  The  law  constituting  the 
Treasury  Department,  he  bad  said,  gave  the  Se- 
cretary power  only  over  the  revenues,  which  em- 
bracea  only  the  ordioarv  resources,  whereas  loans 
were  distinct  things,  the  management  of  which 
was  specially  intrusted  by  law  to  the  Supreme 
Magistrate,  and  in  relation  to  which  the  Secretary 
Ctnud  ezerciM  no  authority  whatever  that  was  not 
deriradframthePaiaiDBirT.  The  gentleman  bow 
argued  that  the  Secretary  wat  btameaUe  in  Dot 
giving  iaformalioB  of  the  ttate  of  1he*e  extrar- 
ordiBary  rewnrees,  which  wwe  not  within  his 
DepartmeDt,  when  only  called  upon  to  statu  the 
amount  of  the  ordinary  revenues,  which  were 
within  his  Department.  He  left  it  to  the  gentle- 
man to  reeoncile  this  contradiction,  for  certainly 
his  doctrine  was  erroneous  on  the  former  occa- 
(ion,  or  it  must  be  so  now.  If  the  moneys  obtained 
from  Foreign  loans  were  to  be  deemed  the  reve- 
nues of  the  country,  then  they  fell  of  course  under 
the  management  of  the  Head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  it  was  wrons  in  the  B:eDtIeman  to 
impute  mtKonduct  to  the  Secretary  for  exercising 
a  legal  authority;  if,  on  the  contrary,  IhoM  mo- 
neys were  viewed  as  an  extra  resource,  and  not 
within  the  purview  of  the  Secretary's  fanctitms, 
tlum  it  waj  wrong  to  censure  him  for  not  commn- 
nicating  a  state  of  those  moneys,  when  required 
only  to  report  the  ordinary  revenues. 

Withoat  admitting  the  sonndnes*  of  the  dis- 
tiaction  set  up  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir^ota, 
Mr.  8.  said  that  it  was  never  in  the  iatentjon  of 
the  HouHe.  nor  in  the  idea  of  any  individual  mem- 
ber, to  call  for  a  stale  of  the  moneys  prooeading 
from  the  Foreign  loans,  when  they  passed  the  order 
of  the  ISth  January,  179S.  That  order  was  in 
Aeae  terms: 

"  Ordtrtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  TmMliry  b« 
direeted  to  laj  befw*  this  Honse  such  information  with 
'  '  a  of  (he  Unitod  Stalea,  as  will 
~  «  wImUmt  any  aMHioBal 
be  nacMMn  in  tmamumc*  ot  Ibe  pt»- 
w  oT  dM  laaiiMy  aatablMBMart." 
This  call  waaftiUy  complied  with,  for  the  Secre- 
tary laid  before  the  House  an  estiiilate  of  the  in- 
ternal revenues— which,  nnqnestionably,  were  the 
only  revenues  in  contemplaiion  of  the  House  at 
the  time — and  the  House  oeinf;  utiafled  that  they 
were  incompetent,  laid  additional  duties.  The 
House  knew,  as  well  as  the  Secretary,  that  loans 
Iwd  been  made,  and  that  moneys  had,  ander  them, 
been  drawn  into  this  country;  but  they  knewthat 
those  moneys  had  been  specially  appropriated  to 
the  Sinking  Fimd,  and  it  itever  entered  into  the 
idea  of  any  member  to  divert  them  tnm  that  bene- 


ficial object,  in  order  to  apply  them  to  the  current 
service.  It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  Secre- 
tary would  have  recommended  .luch  a  diversion. 
To  impute  blame  to  him  for  not  communicating 
the  amount  of  moneys  drawn  from  time  to  time, 
there  must  have  been  some  law  or  order  of  the 
House  requiring  the  communication,  or  it  must 
have  been  necessary  to  some  object  depending 
before  the  House.  What  law  or  order  of  the  House 
made  it  necessary?  None.  The  laws  authorized 
the  loans,  end  prescribed  their  objects ;  the  rest 
was  mere  Executive  business;  and  no  communi- 
cation was  necessary  to  any  measure  depending 
before  the  House. 

But  though  the  Secretary  would  not  have  been 
censurable  Tor  omitting  to  give  the  information, 
the  truth  was,  that  the  Phesideht'b  Speech  of 
8th  December,  1790,  the  Secretary's  Report  of 
35th  February,  and  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1791,  were  conclusive  proola  that  the  Legislature 
knew  thai  the  proceeds  of  the  loans  were  in  a 
train  of  being  brought  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures  pre- 
sented in  the  first  week  of  the  session,  informed 
the  HoU!ie  that  a  large  sum  had  been  drawn  for, 
and  the  Treasurer's  quarterly  account  contained 
further  information  on  the  subject,  all  which  was 
prior  to  any  call  of  the  House  for  such  informa- 
tion. Hence,  Mr.  S.  deduced,  that  ^t  was  not  a 
fact  that  the  Secretary  had  failed  to  gire  the  in- 
formation, as  stated  in  the  resolution,  and  that  had 
he  even  so  failed,  he  would  not  have  been  censura* 
ble  for  a  breach  of  an  essential  duly  of  his  office. 
It  had  been  nid,  by  a  member  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr.  PisnLVT,]  that  the  lateoew  of  the  in- 
formation from  the  Secretary  made  it  inconveni- 
ent to  go  into  Ml  inquiry  of  his  official  conduct  m 
near  the  close  of  the  sestiion.  To  this,  Mr.  S.  re- 
plied, that  he  did  not  espect  such  a  remark  ftom 
that  quarter  of  the  House.  If  the  gentleman  had 
not  been  prepared  for  the  inquiry,  or  thought 
it  an  improper  season  to  enter  upon  it,  whv  did 
he  second  the  motion  for  bringing  forward  the 
chirges  T  If  suspicion  had  so  long  existed  against 
the  miegrity  of  the  Secretary,  why  was  not  in- 
formation called  for  at  the  beginning  of  the  ae»- 
siool  Why  was  the  call  delayed  till  the  session 
was  within  a  few  weeks  of  lU  termination  1  It 
was  admitted  that  the  Secretary  had  obeyed  the 
order  of  the  House  with  wondnful  alacrity  and 
promptitude,  it  was  indeed  strange  that  the  gen- 
tleman who  brought  forward  the  charges,  ahoold 
be  the  first  to  complain  that  there  was  not  time 
for  their  consideration. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  noticing  the  observation 
of  Mr.  Mercer  and  Mr.  MAOiaON,  that  the  opinion 
of  the  House  on  the  preceding  resolutions  would 
not  change  the  troA  of  fkcts,  and  that  the  public 
would  ultimately  decide  whether  the  Secretary's 
conduct  was  criminal  or  not  This,  said  Mr.  S., 
vras  like  the  conduct  of  a  prosecutor,  who  having 
chosen  his  jurisdiction,  and  beinjf  nonsuited,  wish- 
ed to  appeal  to  another  tribunaC  Why  were  the 
resolotions  brought  before  the  House?  Was  it 
not  to  substantiate  the  truth  of  them  by  a  vote? 
And  had  the  prooecution  succeeded,  would  the 
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Secretary  haTe  had  an  appeal  to  the  publici  No; 
the  resolutions  would  have  been  sent  to  the  Pre- 
sident, and  the  Secretary  would  have  been  re- 
moved, disgraced,  and  ruined  forever,  without 

Mr.  FiNDLEVsaid:  Since  these residutions  were 
laid  on  the  tabic,!  hare,  upon  reflection,  been  con- 
vinced of  the  impropriety  of  cotmecting  il  with  the 

others,oroflreatmg  this  part  of  the  Secretary's  con- 
duct in  (hi)i  manner.  It  is  solely  in  the  power  of  (his 
House  topunish  all  cODtemptuousorindecent  treat- 
ment of  itsauthority  or  orders;  for  this  purpose,  it  is 


fore  the  public,  report  them  lo  ibi  PsEbiuon .,  u. 
make  them  a  foundation  of  impeachment.  We 
mieht  have  ordered  him  to  the  bar  of  this  House, 
ana  obliged  him  to  make  proper  acknowledgments. 
1  have  known  some  hi|;n  in  office  treated  in  this 
manner  for  infinitely  less  impropriety.  Il  is  true, 
in  the  case  to  which  1  allude,  I  thought  the  afiair 
was  carried  too  far;  the  offence  was  only  a  letter 
lo  the  House  respecting  the  conduct  of  a  member, 
whom  the  officer  charged  with  making  free  with 
his  character  in  an  insidious  manner  among  the 
members.  I  would  be  sorry  to  see  this  House  pur- 
sue such  trifles.  Though  the  indecorum  of  the 
Secretar_y  to  this  House  is  of  a  higher  nature,  I 
think  it  is  best  to  treat  it  with  silent  contempt;  I 
will  vote  against  this  resolution,  lest  it  should  be 
interpreted  as  a  relinquishment  of  our  authority 
to  punish  contempts. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  resolv 
ed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  34,  nays  7,  as  fallows : 

Yiii^Piibar  Amea,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben< 
■on,  Eliai  Boudinot,  Sheanuhub  Boomc,  Benjunin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Wfltiuii  Findley,  Thomu 
Fitnimons,  Elbridge  Genj,  Niebala*  Oilmui,  Bci^k- 
mill  Goodhue,  Jamee  Goidoo,  Thomu  Huilej,  Jamea 
Hillhoiue,  Williun  Hindnun,  Auon  Kitchell,  Jolui 
Laurance,  Amau  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Samuel 
Livennore,  Frederick  Auguatui  Muhlenberg,  Na^uiiei 
Hile»,  Josiah  Purker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah 
emith,  William  Smilh,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Slerretl, 
Jonathan  Sturgcs,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Artemu  Ward,  and  Hugh  WilJinmson. 

Naib. — John  BaptiM  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam B.  Gilei,  Wiltism  Barry  Grove,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  and  Jamea  Madiaon. 


8t,TtifiDAT,  March  3. 
The  Spbaeer  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  on  the  petition  of  Lewis  Garangi 
I  .11.    ».  -  .      .!,„  (-I 1 n iri 


PUBLIC  PBIWTmG. 
Mr.  FiTzsiMOHs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  stating  certain  inaccuracies  in  printing 
the  statements  communicated  by  his  first  and  se- 
cond Letters  lately  presented,  on  the  subject  of  Fo- 
reign loans,  and  expressing  a  wish  that  some  re- 
guUtion  may  be  adopted  to  enable  the  Head  of 
the  Treasury  Department  to  secure  the  fidelity 


„ of  the  printed  copieaof  the  reports 

which  shall  hereafter  be  made  to  the  Houoe,  aaJ 
shall  be  commined  to  the  press  by  their  ordes 
made  a  report ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

"That  the  committee  have  axanined  into  tbe  cir- 
conwbuiceB  vtaied  in  tbe  Letter,  and  find 

"That  the  standing  order  of  the  Cleikof  thi*  Houaa 
lo  the  printer,  ia,  to  aend  the  proof  aheeta  of  all  reports  and 
atatemenla  to  the  Department  Enmi  whence  tliij  woe 
made,  and  that  tbi«  practioe  haa  bem  generaDj   M- 

at  it  ha*  been  dinxinlinued  during  the  pareaent 
(ao  far  aa  reapecti  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaao- 
17)  &om  an  opinion  of  the  printer,  that  the  delay  whkb 
die  examination  would  occaaion,  might  ialBifati  witli 
the  intention  of  tbe  Honae,  of  having  the  buaineai 
■peedil;  accom|diriied. 

<■  It  did  not  appear  to  the  committee,  HM  any  Dime- 
ceaaary  delay  had  taken  placsat  tbe  office  of  die  Cotnp- 
troUcT,  by  reaaoti  of  the  eiamtnation  at  the  paeof  dieeta, 
nor  in  the  printer,  in  theazecution  of  hia  biMliiia 

"  The  committee  are  of  oj^nion,  Uml  il  i*  nM  neeaa- 
aary  for  them  to  raconuneod  any  new  ragulatkai  for  Aa 
future  elecntkm  of  thia  buaineas  1  but,  in  order  to  racli^ 
the  errora  which  have  taken  piece  in  tbe  printed  rapaatt 
and  atatemenla,  the  commiltee  recommend  tbe  fciBow- 
iug  resolution : 

"  Saohed,  That  there  be  printed  under  the  diracbon 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  three  hundred  copie* 
of  the  repoita  and  itatementa  made  by  him  during  the 
[n«eent  aeiaion,  and  that  the  aame  be  delivered  to  the 
Clerk  lo  thia  Houae." 

Sesoloed,  Thai  the  Clerk  of  the.Houae  ttf  Re- 
presentatives shall  be  deemed  to  contiaue  in  office 
until  a  successor  be  appointed. 

RMolved,  That  the  Doorkeeper  and  tssistau 
Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta lives  ahall 
be  deemed  lo  continue  in  office  until  succeaaon  to 
those  officers,  respectively,  be  apoointed. 

Raoived,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  au- 
thorized to  pay  to  Thomas  ClaxtoB,  out  of  tKe 
money  ttpproprialed  to  defray  the  contingent  ex- 
peoseaof  this  House,  the  sum  of  eighty  d(JlUB,fac 

The  House  leaolved  itaelf  into  ■  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  additiwi  R> 
the  compensation  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treaaary. 
and  the  Commiaiioner  of  the  Revenue;  and,  aAer 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideratKHk,  and  made  several  ameudmenia 
thereto;  which  were  severally  twice  read,- and 
agreed  to  by  the  Houae. 

And  on  the  question,  that  the  said  bill,  wilk  the 
amendments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  24,  nays 
17,  as  follows  r 

Tiia^-Fiaber  Amea,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Rabat 
BamweU,  Bgbert  Benain,  SbaanMlHib  Bauroa,  Ba^ia- 
nin  Boome,  Jooallian  Dajton,  William  Fmdiej,  TImk 
mas  FiliaimoQa,NicMM  Gilinaii,  Benjamin  Goodhna, 
Tbomaa  Hartley,  Flulip  Key,  loba  Lanranca,  RicbBid 
Bland  Lao,  Pradarick  Aiigurtw  MuUenbarg,  WilfiaiB 
Van*  Murray,  Joaiab  Parker,  Th«>di»e  aedgwick,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  John  Steele,  Ga«i(e  Thatcher,  'niOMas 
Tudor  Tuekar,  and  Franda  WiUia. 
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Nats..— Abnham  Cluk,  WiUiain  B.  Giles,  Jun«a 
Gordon,  CbrialopbflT  Oraenup,  Willius  Buipf  Gtore, 
Janive  HiUhouiB,  Auon  KitchdJ,  Sunnel  LtvanDore, 
NathaiiMl  HaooD,  Nadunial  Nile*,  Aleiandar  D.  Ott, 
Peter  ByUtHa,  ieremiih  Smith,  Jookthan  Storgn, 
Thonua  SompUr,  Thomu  Ttedwall,  and  Artemu 
Wmld. 

Mr.  LtTERUOBE,  from  the  managers  appointed 
on  the  part  of  thU  House  to  attend  the  conference 
with  (tie  Senftte,  od  the  subject-ma  Iter  of  the 
ftmendaients  depending  between  the  two  Homes, 
to  the  bill,  enlitted  "  Ad  act  fixing  the  time  for  the 
next  anatial  meeting  of  Coneress,"  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  OQ  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Thayer,"  with  an 
amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concuirence 
of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  thesaid  amend- 
ment, and,  the  same  being  read,  was  disagreed  to — 
yeast  17.  nays  21,  as  follows : 

Ta&a. — Fiihm  Aoxa,  Robert  Bunirell,  Egbert  Ben- 
■on,  Shea^adiub  Bonne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Nicholu 
Gilman,  Andrew  Gi«gg>  Thomu  Hutley,  Jolin  Lan- 
lenee,  Richai4  Bland  Lee,  fltmuel  Liveimore,  Jonah 
PaAer,  Tbeodme  Sedgwick,  Williun  Smith,  George 
Thaeher,  ThoaasTrcdnBll,  and  Fivid*  WiUii. 

Nata. — Elias  Bondinot,  Abraham  Clark,  William 
Fiudley,  TliiHnaa  Fibaimoiu,  Chriitoidier  Oreenup, 
William  Baitjr  Oro*e,  Daniel  HeiMer,  Aaron  Kitchdl, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Jamec  MadkoD,  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Augnstiu  Huhlenberc,  William  Tans  Hur- 
ray, Nalhaniel  Nilea,  Alexander  u.  Or,  Peter  Syhester, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Stnrges,  Tho- 
ma*  Sumptei,  and  Hngh  William^n. 

A  mestage  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
thai  the  pBBSinfiHT  or  tbb  United  States  will, 
on  Monday  next,  take  the  oath  of  office  required 
by  the  ConsiitutioD,  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  ar 
twelve  o'clock. 

An  engrossed  biU  making  addition  to  the  corn- 


time  and  passed. 

Betolved,  That  the  Secietary  of  the  Treasury 
report  to  Coogreas,  on  the  first  Monday  of  January 
next,  the  number  of  stills  in  the  respective  districts, 
diatinguishing  those  that  are  eiaploved  in  distilling 
spirits  from  materials  of  the  growtti  of  the  United 
States;  and  also,  thenettproduct  of  rerenue  arising 
from  the  respective  Districts  and  States,  particu- 
larizing the  drawbaclcs,  and  distinguishing  the 
Foreign  from  American  materials,  and  the  pro- 
duct by  the  gallon,  month,  and  year.  Also^  t' 
number  of  officers,  and  amount  of  their  salanes. 

The  Hotise  then  adjourned  until  seven  o'clock 
post  meridian. 

EvBNiNO  Sebbiok — 7  p.  H. 
The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House,  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Reveeue  to  him;  also,  a  report  ot  the  gnieral 
state  of  the  revenue  on  stills,  and  on  spirits  distill- 
ed, within  the  United  States,  nude  in  pursuance 


of  theorder  of  this  HousCj  of  the  eighth  of  May  last; 
which  were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  thb  House  be  direct- 
ed, to  suffer  such  persons  as  have  given  in  state- 
of  their  puolic  conduct,  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failure 
>f  the  expedition  under  General  St.  Clair,  to  take 
copies  or  all  or  any  such  statements. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  marking  farther  pro- 
rbion  for  securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on 
Foreign  and  Domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
and  teas ;  and,  al^er  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  said  bill. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  his 
reports  on  sundry  petitions ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 

at  the  Senate  having  completed  the  Legislative 
business  before  them,  are  now  about  to  adjourn. 

Betalved,  That  Mr.  Boddinot,  Mr.  SEnowm:, 
andMt.  HiNDMAN,  be  appointed  a  committee,  joint- 
ly, with  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  SraTss, 
and  inform  him  that  Congress  is  ready  to  adjourn 
without  day,  unless  he  may  have  any  fcrther  com- 
munications to  make  to  them. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
thai  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  rf 


and  inform  him  of  the  intended  recess  of  Congress, 
and  have  appointed  a  committee  for  that  pnrpoae, 
on  their  part. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

"  That  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  RefHeseUa- 
tives  be  presented  to  Johathah  Tbuhbull,  in 
testimony  of  their  approbation  of  his  conduct  in 
the  Chair,  and  in  the  execution  of  the  d^cult  and 
important  trait  reposed  in  him,  as  Spbakeb  of  the 
sain  House," 

It  was  resolved  unanimously:  Whereupon, 

Mr.  SpEAEBHmadehisacknowledgments  to  the 
House,  in  manner  following: 


Yonhavemadeiaeveiyhappy  b^  this 

leatimony  of  yoni  apprdMtion  of  my  condact  in  the  Chair. 
1  feel,  at  the  rame  time,  an  additional  pleanire  in  the 
oppoitonitj  of  rendering  to  jou  aij  aincere  acknowledg- 
ment! Ibi  )he  kind  candw  and  indulgence,  a*  wril  aa 
the  constant  aid  and  support,  which  I  have  eiperiencsd 
in  the  peribrmance  of  the  duty  which  von  we^  pleaMd 
to  urign  me.  Be  assured,  gentlemen,  I  shall  ever  retain 
a  gratefiil  sen*  oi  jour  goodneae— and  yon  will  anf&r 
me  to  add,  that  my  beat  wishes  for  your  wdiare  and 
happineH,  in  public  and  private  life,  will  attend  each 
member  ot  this  honorable  body." 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  Pbbbident  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  of  the  intended  recess  of 
Congress,  reported  that  the  Commiiiee  had  per- 
formed Uial  duty,  and  that  the  PsBSiDEirr  was 
ideased  to  say  he  had  no  farther  cemmunicatioo 
to  make  during  the  present  session:  Whereupon. 

Mr.  Speakeb  adjourned  the  House  rine  die. 


.Google 


APPENDIX 

TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SECOND  CONGRESS, 


OOHranONG  THE  HOOT  MPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  0RIGINAT1N0  DUUNG  THAT  CCM 
I,  AND  l^E  PUBUC  ACTS  PASSED  BT  IT. 


TaEABnRT  DEPAvnuUTT,  Nov.  4, 1791. 
Sir  :  I  have  ibe  honor  to  tmumit  tierewitli  a 
Report  to  the  House  of  Represeatauves,  tccom- 
[Muifing  certain  estinutee  of  sums  neceasaty  to  be 
^propriated  for  Tarious  objects  tbereia  specified, 
incluaing  the  service  of  the  year  1792. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sit, 
your  most  obedient  and  bumble  serraDl, 

ALEXAHDEa  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Jonathan  Tscmbdll,  Esq., 

^^eaker  of  the  Houte  of  Repraentatieet. 

ESTIMATES  OF  APPROFSIATIONS. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lespecrfuUr  re- 
portE  to  the  House  of  RepreoeBtaliTes  the  Esti- 
mates herewith  transaaitted,  Nos.  1,  2.  3,  and  4 : 
The  first  relating  to  the  Civil  List, or  the  expeadi- 
tiue  f<n  the  support  of  OoremmeDt  during  the 
jevr  1792,  (including  incidental  and  contingent 
expenses  of  the  sereral  DepartnMntsand  offices,) 
aatountiDg  to    -  -  •     tX3B,S53  66 

The  aeeood  relating  to  certain  li- 
qoidated  claims  upon  the  Trea- 
sory ;  to  cotain  deficiencies  ia 
former  ertimstes  for  Ae 


service  and  to  a  proriiion  in  aid 

lepayn 
officers  of  me  Courts,  jurors. 


ated  Am  the  payment  oTctnttin 


The  third  relating  to  Ae  Depart- 
ment of  War,  showinr  the  stated 
ezponditnre  of  that  Department 
for  the  year  1792 

Tbe  amount  of  a  year's  pensions 

Pay  and  subsislenoe  to  sundry  «&■ 
oets,  for  which  no  aj^n^iation 
has  y«l  been  made 

Amamges  dne  upon  Indian  ASuTs 
for  the  year  1791,  and  the  sum 
rappoMd  to  be  necessary  for  the 
year  1792 

Bxpenses  iikciirted  for  the  deCen- 
siT«  protection  of  the  frontiers 
for  the  years  1790  and  1791,  and 
for  which  no  appropriation  has 
yet  been  made  >  -  - 

Total  -  -  ( 

»d  Cor.— 38 


%7,731  61 
87,403  «» 


As  appears  by  No.  4,  which  contains  a  Sam- 
mary  ol  the  three  preceding  ones — exhibiting  in 
one  view  the  total  som  as  alwve  sttted,  for  which 
an  apprqptiatiau  is  requisite. 

The  funds  out  of  which  the  nid  apptopriatioii 
may  be  niade  are,  first,  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
tbotuand  dollars  reserved  annually  out  of  the  du- 
ties on  Imports  aad  Tonnage,  bT  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  support  of  tbe  Qovernment  thereof;  and,  s»> 
c<»idly,  such  suridus  as  shall  have  accrued  to  the 
end  of  tbe  present  year  upon  the  revenues  hereto* 
fore  established,  over  vid  above  the  sums  neces- 
BSTT  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  Publio 
Deel  daring  the  some  year,  and  for  the  satisfying 
of  other  puor  appropriations. 

Judging  from  tbe  returns  heretofore  received  at 
the  Treasury,  ibeie  is  good  ground  to  conclude 
that  that  surplus,  together  with  the  above  men- 
tioned sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  doUars,  will 
be  adequate  to  the  object. 

All  which' is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Trecuury. 

QENEEIAL   ESTIHATT  FOR    THE    e£RVICB8    OF   THS 
ERfrUINQ  TEAB. 

CIVIL  LttT. 
For  compensation  to  the  President,  Vice  Pretir 
dent-  Chief  Justice, 


amlAssoeiateJndgea 

Wl,iSO0 

Ditto  to  Iha  Distnet 

JtldfN 

31,300 

Members  of  the  Se- 

nate, House  of  Ee- 

piesentatives;     and 

their  officers 

129,730 

00,300 
6^300 

^600 

13,100 

Qovernment    of    the 

Western  Territory  - 

11,000 

Grant  to  Baron  Steu- 

ben -           -      .     - 

8A»' 

2,767  73 

gent  expenses  of  the 
Civil  List  establish- 

ment 

20,555  63 

t328,653  56 
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EttimatM  <if  Apprcpriations. 


For    duchi 


BXTEAORDIN  ARIES. 

■chknin^  cei- 
GqnidBted 
claims  on  ihe  United 
States  -  -117,825  70 

To  makiog  good  defi- 
ciencies in  the  Civil 
List  establishmeat  - 

Clerks  of  Courts,  ju- 
rors, witnesses,  &c.  - 

Haiateuance  of  lij[ht- 
houses  and  repairs  • 

Keeping;  prisoners 

AnangiD^  the  public 
securities     - 

Purchase  of  hydrome- 


-  49,043  79 

5,000 


2,450 


Building  and  equ  ipping 


1,000 
3,000 


WAS  DEFABTMBNT. 

Stated  annual  expenses  357,731  61 
Annual  allowance  to 

invaUds       -  -   87,463  60} 

Vor   former   deficient 


■  47,a 


I  84 


)epattment    •  39,^4  71 


Tbbasdhv  Departubht, 

Regitter'g  office,  Noo.  4,  1791. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  RegvOa: 

REPORT  ON  MANUFACTURES. 
Tha  SicmcTABi  or  tbs  TamiiuaT,  in  obedience  to  Ihe 
order  of  tile  House  of  RepraeentUivM  of  the  16lh  day 
of  Jumsij,  1790,  hss  applied  his  stlentiaD,  *t  s*  Bsrij 
e  period  u  his  other  duties  would  permit,  to  the  sub- 
ject of  Hanu&etuns ;  eiul  pertictdarlj  to  the  meett* 
ef  promotiDg  sod)  es  will  tend  to  render  the  United 
Steles  independent  of  Fonopi  Nations,  ibr  miUtsiy 
and  other  cssentiel  supplies.    And  he  thereupon  re- 
spectfoll;  submits  the  bUowing  Report : 
The  eijkediency  of  encoora^ng  manufactures 
in  the  United  States,  which  wits  not  Ions  since 
deemed  very  questionable,  appears  at  this  tuie  to 
be  pretty  generally  admitted.  The  embairassments 
which  have  obstructed  the  progress  of  our  exter- 
oal  trade,  have  led  Co  serious  leflections  on  the 
necessity  of  enla^ng  the  sphere  of  our  domestic 
commerce:  the  reatncltre  regulations,  which  in 
foreign  markets  abridge  the  vent  of  the  increasing 
surplus  of  our  agricultural  produce,  serre  to  beget 
an  earnest  desire  that  a  more  eiiensive  demand 
for  that  surplus  may  be  created  at  home.  And  the 
complete  success  which  has  rewarded  manufac- 
turing enterprise,  iu  some  valuable  branches,  con- 
airing  with  the  promising  symptoms  which  at- 
tend some  less  mature  essays  in  others,  justify  a 
hope  that  the  obstacles  to  (he  growth  of  this  spe- 
cies of  industry  are  less  formidable  than  they  were 


apprehended  to  be;  and'  that  it  is  not  difficult  to 
find,  in  its  further  extension,  a  full  indemnificatiaB 
for  any  external,  disadvantages  which  are  or  may 
be  experienced,  as  well  as  an  accession  of  resources 
&Toiable  to  natiooal  independence  and  safety. 

There  still  are,  nevertheless,  respectaUe  p«troas 
of  opinions,  unfriendlv  to  the  encourageioent  of 
manufactures.  The  following  are,  sulwtaBtiaUy, 
the  arguments  by  which  these  opinicms  are  de- 

"In  every  country,'  (say  those  who  entertaia 
them,)  agriculture  is  the  most  beneficial  and  pro- 
ductive object  of  human  industry.  This  ptniaon, 
.  generally,  if  not  universally  true,  applies  with  pe- 
culiar emphasis  to  Ae  United  States,  on  accooDt 
of  their  immense  tracts  of  fertile  territorr,  nuin- 
habited  and  unimproved.  Nothing  can  affind  ao 
advantageous  an  employment  for  capital  and  labor, 
as  the  conversion  of  this  eitenaive  wildemeBiato 
cultivated  farms.  Nothing^  equally  with  this,  can 
contribute  to  the  population,  strength,  and  real 
riches  of  the  country." 

"To  endeavor,  by  the  extraordinary  patroaage 
of  Oovemment,  to  accelerate  the  growth  of  ma- 
nufactures, is,  m  fact,  to  endeavor,  fay  force  and 
art,  to  transfer  the  natural  current  of  inoostry  &om 
a  more  to  a  less  beneficial  channel.  Whatever 
has  such  a  teodencv,  must  necessarily  be  unwise : 
indeed  it  can  hardly  ever  be  wise  in  ■  Qovera- 
m«it  (o  attempt  to  give  a  direction  to  the  indna- 
try  of  its  citizens.  This,  under  the  quick-sighted 
guidance  of  private  interest,  will,  if  left  to  itsell^ 
mfallibly  Sna  its  own  way  to  the  most  profitable 
employment;  and  it  is  by  such  employmeui.  that 
the  puUic  prosperity  will  be  most  effectually  pro- 
moted. To  leave  mdustry  to  itself,  therefore,  is, 
in  almost  every  case,  the  soundest  as  wdl  as  the 
sim^est  policy." 

"This  policy  is  not  only  recommended  to  the 
United  States  by  considerations  .which  affect  all 
nations)  it  is,  in  a  manner,  dictated  to  them  by 
the  imperious  force  of  a  very  pecutiai'  situatiou- 
The  smallness  of  their  population,  compared  with 
their  territory;  the  constant  allurements  to  emi- 
gration from  the  settled  to  Ihe  unsettled  parts  of 
tne  country;  the  facility  with  which  the  less  in- 
dependent  conditionof  an  artisan  can  be  exehan{^ 
for  the  more  independent  condition  of  a  farmer; 
these,  and  similar  causes,  conspire  to  produce,  and 
for  a  length  of  time  must  continue  to  oecasioni,  a 
scarcity  of  hands  for  manufacturing  occupatioa, 
and  deamess  of  labor  generally.  To  these  disad- 
vantages for  the  prosecution  of  manufactures,  a 
deficiency  of  pecuniary  capital  being  added,  the 
prospect  of  a  successful  competition  with  the  ma- 
nufactures of  Europe  must  be  regarded  as  little 
less  than  desperate.  Extensive  manufactures  can 
only  be  the  ofispring  of  a  redundant,  at  least  of  a 
full  population.  Until  the  latter  shall  characterize 
the  situation  of  this  country,  it  is  vain  to  hope  for 
the  former." 

"  If,  contrary  to  the  natural  course  of  things,  ao 
unseasonable  and  oremature  spring  can  be  givea 
to  certain  fabrics  by  heavy  duties,  prohibitioBL 
bounties,  or  hf  other  forced  expedients,  this  will 
only  be  tosacnfice  the  interests  of  the  commuoity 
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to  those  of  particular  clagaes.  Besides  the  misdi- 
rection of  labor,  a  virtual  laooopoly  will  be  given 
to  the  persons  employed  on  such  fabrics;  and  an 
eohaDcemeot  of  price,  the  ineTilable  coasequeiice 
of  every  monopoly,, must  be  defrayed  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  other  parts  of  the  society.    It  is  far 


procure,  in  exchange  for  its  productions,  the  com- 
modities with  which  foreigners  are  able  to  supply 
lis  in  greater  perfection^  and  upon  better  terms." 

This  mode  of  reasomng  is  founded  upon  facts 
and  principles  which  have  certainly  respectable 
pretensions.  If  it  had  governed  the  conduct  of 
nations  more  generally  than  it  has  done,  there  is 
room  to  suppose  that  it  might  have  carried  them 
&ater  to  prosperity  and  greatness,  than  they  have 
attained  by  tne  pursuit  of  maxims  too  widely  op- 
posite. Most  general  theories,  however,  admit  of 
numerous  exceptions;  and  there  are  few,  if  an^, 
of  the  political  kind,  which  do  not  blend  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  error  with  the  truths  they  in- 
culcate. 

Id  order  to  an  accurate  judgment  how  far  that 
which  has  been  just  stated  ou^ht  to  be  deemed 
liable  to  similar  imputation,  it  is  necessary  to  ad- 
Tert  carefully  to  the  considerations  whicn  plead 
in  favor  of  manufactures,  and  which  appear  to 
recommend  the  special  and  positive  encomage- 
ment  of  them  in  certain  cases,  and  under  certain 
reasonable  linutatioas. 

It  ought  readily  to  be  conceded  that  the  culti- 
ration  of  the  earth,  tu  the  primary  and  most  cer- 
tain source  of  national  supply;  as  the  immediate 
and  chief  source  of  subsistence  to  man ;  as  the  prin- 
cipal source  of  those  materials  which  constitute 
the  nutriment  of  other  Itinds  of  labor;  as  including 
a  state  most  favorable  to  the  Cieedom  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  human  mind;  one,  perhaps,  most 
conducive  to  the  multiplication  of  the  human  spe- 
cies; has  intrinsically  a  strong  claim  to  pre-emi- 
nence over  every  other  kind  of  industry. 

But,  that  it  has  a  title  to  anything  like  an  ex- 
clusive predilection,  in  any  country,  ought  to  be 
admittea  with  great  caution.  That  it  is  even 
more  productive  than  every  branch  of  industry, 
requires  more  evidence  than  has  yet  been  given 
in  support  of  the  position.  That  its  real  interest^ 
precious  and  imiMrtant  as  without  the  help  of 
exaggeration  they  truly  are,  will  he  advanced 
ther  than  injured  by  the  due  encoura^ment  of 
manufactures,  may,  it  is  believed,  be  satisfactorily 
demonstrated.  And  it  is  also  believed,  that  the 
expediency  of  such  encouragement,  iu  a  general 
view,  may  be  shown  to  be  recommended  by  the 
most  cogent  tuid  persuasive  motives  of  national 

It  has  been  maintained  that  agriculture  is  not 
only  the  most  productive,  but  the  only  productive 
species  of  industry.  The  reality  of  thb  suggestion. 
in  either  respect,  has,  however,  not  been  verifiea 
by  any  accurate  detail  of  facts  and  calculations; 
and  the  general  arguments,  which  are  adduced  to 
prove  it,  are  rather  subtle  and  paradoxical  than 
solid  or  convincing.  Those  which  maintain  its 
exclusive  productiveuess  are  to  this  effect: 


Labor,  beatowed  upon  the  cultivation  of  land, 
produces  enough  not  only  to  replace  all  the  neces- 
sary expenses  incurred  in  the  business,  and  to 
maintain  the  persons  who  are  employed  id  it,  but 
to  afford,  together  with  the  ordinary  profit  on  the 
stock  or  capital  of  the  farmer,  a  nett  surplus  or 
rent  for  the  landlord  or  proprietor  of  the  soiL 
But  the  labor  of  artificers  does  nothing  more  than 
replace  the  stock  which  employs  them,  or  which 
furnishes  materials,  tools,  and  wages,  and  yield 
the  ordinary  profit  upon  tnat  stock.  It  fields  no- 
thiuK  equivalent  to  the  rent  of  land.  Neither  does 
it  add  anything  to  the  total  value  of  the  whole 
annual  produce  of  the  land  and  labor  of  the  coun- 
try. The  additional  value  given  to  those  parts  of 
the  produce  of  land  which  are  wrought  into  ma- 
nufactures, is  counterbalanced  by  the  value  of  those 
other  parts  of  that  produce,  which  are  consumed 
by  the  manufacturers.  It  can  therefore  only  be 
by  saving  or  parsimony,  not  by  the  positive  pro- 
ductiveness of  their  labor,  that  the  classes  of  eiti- 
Gcers  can  in  any  degree  augment  the  revenue  of 
the  society.    To  this  it  has  been  answered — 

1.  "That,  inasmuch  as  it  is  acknowledged  that 
manufacturing  labor  reproduces  a  value  equal  to 
that  which  is  expended  or  consumed  in  carryiiw 
it  OIL,  and  continues  in  existence  the  original  stock 
or  capital  employed,  it  ought,  on  that  account 
alone,  to  escape  being  considered  as  wholly  un- 
productive: that  though  it  should  be  admitted,  a* 
alleged,  that  the  consumption  of  the  produce  of 
the  soil  by  the  classea  of  artificers  or  manufactu- 
rers is  exactly  equal  to  the  value  added  by  their 
labor  to  the  materials  upon  which  it  b  exerted, 
yet  it  would  not  thence  follow  that  it  added  no- 
thing to  the  revenue  of  the  society,  or  to  the  ag- 
gregate value  of  the  annual  produce  of  its  land 
and  labor.  If  the  consumption  for  any  given  pe- 
riod amounted  to  a  given  sum,  and  the  increased 
value  of  the  produce  manufactured  in  the  same 
period  to  a  like  sum,  the  total  amount  of  the  con- 
sumption and  production  during  that  period  would 
be  equal  to  the  two  sums,  and  ccHtsequeatly  double 
the  value  of  the  agricultural  produce  consumed. 
And  though  the  increment  of  value  produced  by 
the  classes  of  artificers  should  at  no  time  exceed 
the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  land  consumed  by 
them,  yet  there  would  be  at  every  moment,  in 
consequence  of  their  labor,  a  ^eatei  value  of  goods 
in  the  maiket  than  would  exist  independent  of  it." 

2.  "That  the  position,  that  a 
menl  the  revenue  of  a 

equally  applicable  to  husbandmen  or  cultivators. 
It  may  be  alike  affirmed,  of  all  these  classes,  that 
the  fund  acquired  by  their  labor  and  destined  for 


augmentations  of  the  wealth  or  capital  of  the  com- 
munity (except  in  the  instances  of  some  extraor- 
dinary dexterity  or  skill)  can  only  proceed,  with 
respect  to  any  of  them,  from  the  savings  of  the 
more  thriAy  and  parsimonious." 

3.  "That  the  annual  produce  of  (he  laud  and 
labor  of  a  country  can  oaiij  be  incietsed  in  two 
ways,  by  aamt  uofirovemant  in  the  productive 
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powen  of  the  mcAil  bbor  which  acranUr  eiists 
witUn  it,  or  by  some  iocreaae  in  dte  quantity  of 
sucb  kbor.  Thai  with  regard  to  the  first,  the 
labor  of  artificers  being  capable  of  greater  mbdi- 
"^  Tision  and  Eimi^icity  of  operation  than  that  of 
oultivatort,  it  is  susceptible,  ia  a  proportioimUy 
pettxt  decree,  of  impToTemeDt  in  its  prodnctiTe 
powers,  trhether  to  be  derired  from  an  aoceeaion 
of  skill,  01  from  the  ap^ication  of  iDgenioiia  ma- 
chineryj  in  which  paiticular.  therefore,  the  labor 
employed  in  the  culture  of  land  can  pretend  to 
no  advantage  over  that  engaged  in  mannfu; tares. 
That  with  regard  to  an  augmentation  of  the  qmn- 
tity  of  aseful  labor,  this  (excluding  adventitious 
eiTcnmstmnoes)  mast  depend  essentially  upon  an 
inorease  of  capital;  which,  again,  must  depend 
upon  the  saTin^  made  out  of  the  rerennes  of 
those  who  furnish  or  manage  that  which  is  at 
any  time  employed,  whether  in  agriculture  or  in 
manafactarcs,  or  in  aay  other  way." 

But,  while  the  exclusive  product! venese  of  ag- 
ricultural labor  has  been  thus  denied  and  refuted, 
the  superiority  of  its  productireness  has  been  con- 
ceded without  hesitation.  As  this  coneesBJon  in- 
volves a  point  of  considerable  magnitude  in  re- 
lation to  maxims  of  public  adminislration,  th( 
grounds  ou  which  it  rests  are  worthy  of  a  distinct 
and  particular  examination. 

One  of  the  arguments  made  use  of  in  support  of 
the  idea,  may  be  pronounced  both  qu^nt  and  su- 
perficial; it  amounts  Co  this:  That  in  the  produc- 
tions of  Che  soil  Nature  co-operates  with  man,  and 
that  the  effect  of  their  joint  labor  must  be  greater 
than  that  of  ihe  labor  of  mati  altme.  This,  how- 
ever, is  far  from  being  a  necessary  infevnoe.  It  ie 
very  couceivabie,  that  the  labor  ot  man  alone,  laid 
out  upon  a  work  requiring  great  skill  and  arc  to 
bring  it  to  perieclion,  may  be  more  productive,  in 
value,  than  the  labor  of  Nature  and  man  combined, 
when  directed  towards  more  simple  operations  and 
objectx:  and  when  it  is  recdlected  to  what  an  ex- 
tent the  agency  of  Nature,  in  the  application  of  the 
mechanical  powers,  ii  made  auxiliary  to  the  prose- 
cution of  maoufaetures,  the  suggestion  whicu  has 
been  noticed  loses  even  the  appearance  of  plausi- 
iNlity. 

It  might  also  be  oboerred,  wi  A  a  contrary  view, 
that  the  labor  employed  m  agriculture  is  in  a 
f^reat  measure  periodical  and  occasional,  depmd- 
ing  OD  seosoQs  liable  to  various  and  long  inter- 
misBiMis;  while  thai  occupied  in  many  raanufiic- 
tures  is  constant  and  regular,  extending  through 
the  year,  embracing,  in  some  instances,  night 
well  as  day.  It  is  also  probable  that  there  ak,., 
among  the  cultivators  of  land,  more  examines  of 
remissness  than  among  artificers.  The  Jarmer, 
from  the  peculiar  ferUlity  of  his  land,  or  some 
other  favorable  circumstance,  may  frequently  ob- 
tain a  livelihood,  even  with  a  considerable  degree 
of  caretesaneas  in  the  mode  of  cultivation;  but  the 
artisan  can  with  difficulty  eSecc  the  same  object 
without  exerting  himself  pretty  equally  with  all 
those  who  are  engaged  in  Ihe  same  pursuit.  And 
if  it  may  likewise  be  assumed  as  a  fact  that  ma- 
aofacturei  o^n  a  wider  field  to  exertions  of  inge- 
muity  than  agiicnllure,  it  wovld  not  be  a  iliained 


ctmjecture,  that  the  tabor  employed  in  the  fonner 
being  at  once  more  constant  more  OBiform,  and 
more  ingenious,  [ban  that  which  is  emjrfoyed  in 
the  lalier,  will  be  found  al  the  same  time  more 
productive.  But  it  ia  not  meant  to  lay  stress  on 
observations  of  this  nature:  they  ought  only  to 
serve  as  a  counterbalance  to  those  of  a  similaT 

mi^cxion.  Circumsbinces  so  vague  and  general, 

well  as  so  abstract,  can  afford  fittle  instructioa 

a  matter  of  this  kind^ 

Another,  and  thai  wliieh  seems  to  be  the  uith- 
cipnl  argument  offered  for  the  superior  prodnct- 
iveness  of  agricultural  labor,  turns  upon  the  alle- 
gation that  labor  emploved  on  manufectnres  yieMs 
nothing  equivalent  to  tne  rent  of  land ;  or  to  thai 
Belt  surplus,  as  it  is  called,  which  accrues  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  soil.    Btti  this  distinciion,  ira- 


what,iDlhefirst  instance,  is  diviaed  into  two  part^ 
under  the  denominations  of  the  ordinary  profit  at 
the  stock  of  the  farmer  and  rent  to  the  landlord. 
is,  in  the  second  instance,  united,  under  the  general 
appellation  of  the  ordinary  profit  on  the  stock  of 
the  undertaker^  and  that  this  formal  or  verbal  £9- 
tribution  constitutes  the  whole  difference  in  ike 
two  cases.  It  seems  to  have  been  overlooked  that 
the  land  is,  itself,  a  stock  or  capital,  advanced  or 
lent  by  its  owner  to  the  occupier  or  tenant,  and 
that  the  rent  he  receives  is  only  the  ordinarv  profit 
of  a  certain  stock  in  land,  aot  managed  by  the  pro- 
prietor himself,  but  by  another  to  whom  he  lends 
or  lets  it,  and  who,  on  his  part,  advances  a  second 
capital  to  scock  and  improve  the  land,  upon  which 
he  also  receives  the  usual  profit.  The  rent  of  (he 
landlord  and  the  profit  of  the  farmer,  are,  dtere- 
fore,  nothing  more  than  the  ordinary  profits  of  two 
capitals,  belonging  10  two  different  persons,  and 
united  in  the  cultivation  of  a  farm.  As  in  the 
other  case;  the  surplus  which  arises  upon  any 
manufactory,  after  replacing  the  expenses  of  car- 
rying it  on,  answers  to  the  ordinary  profits  of  one 
or  more  capitals  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of 
such  maou&clory:  it  is  said  oDe  or  more  capitals, 
because,  in  &ct,  the  same  thing  which  is  contno- 
jdated  in  the  case  of  the  farm,  sometimes  hanMni 
in  that  of  a  manufactory.  There  is  one  who  fter- 
nishes  a  part  of  the  capital,  or  lends  a  part  of  tbe 
money  by  which  it  is  carried  on,  and  another  who 
carries  it  on,  wiih  the  addition  of  his  own  c^tal. 
Out  of  tbe  surplus  which  remains  after  defraying 
expenses,  an  interest  is  paid  to  the  moner-leiider 
for  the  portion  of  the  capital  furnished  by  him, 
which  exactly  agrees  with  the  rent  paid  to  the 
landlord;  and  the  residue  of  that  snrplus  consti- 
tutes the  profit  of  the  undertaker  or  manufacturer, 
and  agrees  with  what  is  denominated  the  ordinary 
profits  on  the  stock  of  the  farmer.  Both  togeths 
make  the  ordinary  profits  of  two  capitals  em^oyed 
in  a  manufactory;  as,  in  the  other  case,  the  rent 
of  Ihe  landlord  and  the  revenue  of  the  farmer  com- 
pose the  ordinary  profits  of  two  capitals  tm^oytA 
m  Ihe  cultivation  of  a  farm.  The  rent,  therefwe, 
accruing  to  the  proprietor  of  the  lond^  far  from 
beinf  a  criterion  of  exclusive  productiveness,  m 
I  has  been  argued,  is  no  criterion  ev«n  of  tnperior 
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moductiTeness.  Tlu  quettiou  ouist  still  be,  whe- 
uer  the  surpliu,  a/tei  defraying  eipeoKS  of  a 
givsD  capiuu  employed  in  the  puicbase  and  im- 
pioTemeot  of  a  piece  of  land,  ie  oieatei  or  less 
Ihnn  that  of  a  li^e  capital  employe  in  the  piose- 
ciuiou  of  a  maoufactoiy?  or  whether  the  whole 
value  produced  from  a  giren  capital  and  a  giYto 
quaotity  of  labor,  em[Joyed  inooe  way,begteatar 
Of  less  than  the  whole  tbIug  pioduced  baca  an 
eqoal  capital  and  an  equal  quantity  of  labor  em- 
ployed in  the,  other  wayl  or,  rather,  perhaps, 
vhether  the  business  of  agriculture  or  that  of 
inanu&ctures  will  yield  the  greatest  product,  »e- 
cording  to  a  coiupound  ratio  of  the  quantity  of 
the  capital  and  tne  quantity  of  labor,  which 
annoyed  in  the  one  or  in  the  other? 

The  sotuiioo  of  either  of  theso  questions  is 
easy;  it  involves  numerous  and  complicUed  d«- 
tam,  depending  on  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
objects  to  be  compared.    Ii  is  not  knowa  that  the 
comparison  has  even  yet  been  made  tqion  svffi- 


Ti«us  inquirf  and  ioTestigaticii  than  there 
been  hitiverta  either  leisure  or  owortunity  to  ac- 
complish. Some  essays,  howerv^,  nave  been  made, 
tDvard£  acquiriJig  tihe  raquisiie  infoimatlon,  which 
hare  lather  served  to  throw  doubt  npoa  tlum  to 
confirm  the  hypothesis  under  examioatioB.  But 
it  ou|[ht  to  be  acknowledged  that  they  have  been 
too  little  diversified,  and  are  too  imperfect,  to  bu- 
thoiize  a  definitive  conclusion  either  way ;  leadii^ 
lather  to  raobable  coojecture  than  to  certaio 
duction.  They  reader  it  probable,  that  there 
various  branches  of  manufactures  in  which  a  givea 
capital  will  yield  a  greater  total  product,  and  a 
considerably  greater  netc  product,  than  an  equal 
capital  invested  in  the  purchase  and  improvement 
of  landsi  and  that  theie  are  ^so  some  branches  ' 
which  both  the  gross  and  the  nett  produce  w 
exceed  that  of  agricultural  industry,  according  to 
ft  compound  ratio  of  capital  and  latwf.  But  it  is 
on  this  last  point  that  there  ^pears  to  be  the 
^atest  room  for  doubt.  It  ia  &i  lesn  diC&cult  to 
infer,  generally,  that  the  nett  produce  of  capital 
engaged  in  manufacturing  enterprises  is  greater 
tbu)  that  of  capital  engaged  in  agriculture. 

The  fott^ing  sugeestions  ar«  not  designed 
inculcate  an  opinion  that  mannJacturing  industry 
ii  more  productive  than  that  of  agriculture.  They 
are  intended  rather  lo  show  thai  the  reverBC  of  this 
proposition  is  not  ascertained;  that  the  general  ar' 
guroents  which  are  brought  to  establish  it  are  not 
satisfactory;  and,  consequently,  that  a  supposition 
of  the  superior  pi'oductiveness  of  tillage  ought  to 
be  no  obstacle  to  listening  to  any  sutetantial  in- 
dni^ements  to  the  encouragement  of  manufactuies, 
which  maybe  otherwise  perceived  to  exist,  through 
an  apprehension  that  they  may  have  a  tendency 
to  divert  lahor  from  a  more  to  a  less  orofitable 
employment.  It  is  extremely  probable,  tnat,  on  a 
lull  and  accurate  development  of  the  matter,  on 
the  ground  of  fact  and  eakutatiiui,  it  would  be 
■diccovered  that  there  is  no  material  difierence  be- 
tween the  aggregate  productiveness  oJ'  the  one  and 


of  the  other  kind  of  induBtryi  and  that  the  pio- 
prietv  of  the  encouragements  which  may  in  aaf 
case  be  proposed  to  be  ^ven  to  either,  ought  to  be 
determined  uoon  cosMderations  irrelative  to  Uf 
comparison  of  that  nature. 

But,  without  eoatending  for  the  superior  j^ 
ductiveness  of  manufocturi^  industry,  it  mur 
conduce  to  a  better  judgment  of  the  policy  wbica 


ought  lo  be  Dunued  respeeting  ita  NuouragemeuL 
to  contemplate  the  subject  imder  some  additienal 
aspects,  tradiaz  not  oo^  to  confiim  the  idea  th»t 
tliiE  kind  of  inaustry  has  been  improperly  re^c- 
senled  ae  unproductive  in  itself,  but  to  evinee,  in 
addition,  that  the  eslabli^mwl  and  diffusion  of 
Dwnufsctutas  have  the  effect  of  rendering  the 
total  mass  of  useful  and  productive  labcKT^  in  a 
cammunity,  greats  than  it  would  otherwise  be. 
In  prosecuting  this  discossiui,  it  may  he  Deceaory 
briefiy  to  resume  and  review  eotae  of  the  topics 
which  h«Te  been  alceady  touched. 

To  affirm  that  the  labw  of  the  mi  _  _ 
unproductive,  because  he  consumes  as  much  of 
the  produce  of  land  as  he  odds  value  to  th«  raw 
materials  which  be  mEuiu&ictarea,  is  not  belter 
founded  than  it  would  be  to  affirm  thai  the  labvr 
of  the  farmer,  which  furnishes  materials  to  the 
raaBuiaclurer,  is  uaproductive,  because  be  ctw- 
sumes  an  equal  ^cjue  of  manuiaotured  artulee. 
Each  furnishes  a  certain  portion  of  the  produoe«f 
bis  tabor  lo  the  othejr,  and  each  destrays  a  eoaw- 
epondent  portion  of  the  {Hrodnee  <^  the  Ubqr  ol 
the  other.  In  the  mean  time,  the  maattwa^e  of 
two  citizens,  instead  of  cue.  u  CCiBg  on ;  ike  State 
has  two  laeinben,  insteaa  of  one ;  and  they  to- 
gether consume  twice  Ae  Ttlne  of  wbM  is  pnk- 
duced  from  the  land-  U,  iaetead  of  a  fitrmet  and 
artificer,  there  woe  a  nrmer  only,  be  wwild  be 
under  lae  necessity  of  devotiAg  a  part  of  faia  labvr 
to  the  fabrication  of  clothing  ania  other  artieles, 
which  he  would  procure  of  the  artifieu,  ta  the 
case  of  there  being  such  a  persos,  and  of  course 
he  would  be  able  to  devote  less  labor  to  the  cuM- 
vation  of  his  farm,  ajid  would  draw  from  it  a  pro- 
porlimably  less  product.  The  whole  quantity  of 
production,  in  this  stale  of  things,  in  pioviHass, 
raw  materials,  and  manufactures,  wmim  certainly 
not  exceed  in  value  the  amouiU  of  what  would  be 
produced  in  provisions  and  raw  moMaials  only,  if 
there  were  an  artificer  aa  well  as  a  ftisMr. 
Again:  if  there  were  bothanartificeraadaAmer, 
the  latter  would  be  left  at  liberty  to  pame  ex- 
clusively the  cidtivatioB  of  his  iMm.  A  gMater 
quantity  of  provisioos  and  row  materials  would 
of  course  be  produced,  equal,  at  least,  as  has  been 
already  observed,  to  (he  whole  amount  of  the  Mt>- 
visions,  raw  matNials,  and  manaiacaiD^  inieh 
would  exist  on  a  contrary  suBpociiioii.  The  tni- 
ficer,  at  the  same  time,  woma  be  goin^  (w  in  the 
production  of  manufactured  commodities,  to  an 
amount  sufficient  not  only  to  repaf  the  fiuner  in 
those  commodities  for  the  provisiwe  and  mate- 
rials which  were  proctued  from  him,  but  to  ftir- 
nish  the  artificer  himself  with  a  s«pply  of  inailar 
commodities  for  his  own  nee.  Thos,  ibaft,  tKen 
would  be  two  quantities  or  valaes  in  eiititfSMWr, 
instead  of  one;  wd  the  reTeaiw  mi  eonwirapliwi 
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muld  be  double  in  one  case  what  it  would  be  in 
the  other. 

ir,  in  place  of  both  these  suppositioDs,  there 
were  supposed  to  be  two  farmers  and  no  artificer, 
each  of  whoih  applied  a  pan  of  his  labor  to  the 
culture  of  land,  and  another  part  to  the  fabrication 
of  manufactures ;  in  this  case,  the  portion  of  the 
labor  of  both  bestowed  upon  land  would  prodace 
the  same  quantity  of  provisions  and  raw  materials 
(mly,  as  would  be  produced  by  the  entire  sum  of 
the  ubor  of  one  applied  in  the  same  manner,  and 
the  portion  of  the  labor  of  both  bestowed  upon 
Htanufactures,  would  produce  the  same  quantities 
ofmanuihcturesfHily,  as  would  be  produced  by  the 
entire  sum  of  tbelaoor  of  one  applied  in  the  same 
manner.  Hence,  the  produce  of  the  labor  of  the 
'  two  &rmers  would  not  be  greater  than  the  pro- 
duce of  the  labor  of  the  farmer  and  artificer;  and 
hence  it  results,  that  the  labor  of  the  artificer  is  as 
positively  promictive  as  that  of  the  farmer,  and, 
as  positively,  augments  the  revenue  of  the  so- 
tie^. 

l^he  labor  of  the  artificer  replaces  to  the  farmer 
that  portion  of  his  labor  with  which  he  provides 
the  materials  of  exchange  with  the  artificer,  and 
which  he  would  otherwise  have  been  compelled 
M  ep)^f  to  manufactures;  end  while  the  artificer 
thus  Hiablee  the  farmer  to  enlarge  his  stock  of  ag- 
ticultaral  industry,  a  portion  irf  whi,;h  he  pur- 
chhses  for  his  own  use,  he  also  supplies  himself 
vjlh  the  manufactured  articles  of  wliich  he  stands 
in^ed.  He  does  still  more;  besides  thisequiva' 
lent,  which  he  gives  for  the  portion  of  agricultural 
labor  eonsimied  by  him,  and  this  supply  of  manu- 
factured commodities  for  his  own  consumption, 
he  fumi^es  still  a  surplus,  which  compensates  for 
the  use  of  the  capital  advancAl  either  by  himself 
or  some  other  person,  for  carrying  on  the  business. 
This  is  the  ordinary  profit  of^the  stock  employed 
in  the  manufactory,  and  is,  in  every  sense^  as  ef- 
fective an  addition  to  the  income  of  the  society  as 
the  rent  of  land. 

The  produce  of  the  labor  of  the  artificer,  conse- 
quently, may  be  rt^rded  as  composed  of  three 
parts;  one  by  which  the  provisions  for  his  subsist- 
ence and  the  materials  for  his  work  are  purchased 
of  the  farmer,  one  by  which  he  supplies  himself 
with  manufactured  necessaries,  and  a  third  which 
constitutes  the  prc£t  on  the  stock  employed.  The 
two  last  portions  seem  to  hare  been  overlooked  in 
the  system,  which  represents  manti&ciuring  in- 
dostry  as  barren  and  unproductive. 

In  the  course  of  the  preceding  illustrations,  the 
poducts  of  equal  quantity  of  the  labor  ofthe  farmer 
and  artificer  have  been  treated  as  if  equal  to  each 
other.  But  this  is  not  to  be  understood  as  intend- 
ing to  assert  any  such  precise  equality.  Jt  is  mere- 
ly a  manner  of  expression  adopted  for  the  sake  of 
aunnlicity  and  perspicuity. 

Whether  the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  labor 
ofthe  former  be  somewhat  more  or  less  than  that 
of  the  artificer,  is  not  material  to  the  main  scope 
td  the  argument  which  hitherto  has  only  aimed 
U  ahowing  tiiat  the  one,  as  well  as  the  other,  oc- 
eaaioiu  «  podtive  aucmeBt&tioD  of  (he  total  pro- 
duoe  and  rercuiM  of  the  society. 
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to  enumerate  tlie  principal  circumitances,  from 
which  it  may  be  infened.  That  manufactDring 
establishments  not  only  occasion  a  positire  aug- 
mentation ofthe  produce  and  reveune  ofthe  soci- 
ety, but  that  they  contribute  essentially  to  render- 
ing them  greater  than  they  could  possiblf  be, 
without  such  establishments.  y/ 

These  circumstances  are — 

1.  The  division  of  labor. 

2.  An  extension  ofthe  use  of  machinetr. 

3.  Additionalemploymenttoclasses  ofthe  com- 
munity not  ordinanty  enga;^  in  the  business. 

4.  The  promoting  of  emigralion  from  fcwtign 


5.  The  furnishing  greater  scope  for  the  direr- 
sity  of  talents  and  dis^isitions  which  discriminate 
men  from  each  other. 

6.  The  afibrding  a  more  ample  and  various  field 
for  enterprise. 

7.  The  creating,  in  some  instances,  a  new,  and 
securing  in  all,  a  more  certain  and  stMdy  demand 
for  the  surplus  produce  of  the  soil. 

Each  of  these  circumstances  has  a  considerable 
influence  upon  the  total  mass  of  industrious  ^on 
in  aeommunity;  together,  they  add  to  it  a  degree 
of  energy  and  effect,  which  are  not  easily  con- 
ceived. Some  comments  upon  each  of  them,  in 
the  order  in  which  they  have  been  stated,  may 
serve  to  explain  their  imjportance. 

I.  As  to  the  division  of  labor. 

It  has  justly  been  observed,  that  there  is  scarce- 
ly any  thing  of  greater  moment  in  the  econcmj 
of  a  nation,  than  the  proper  division  of  labor.  The 
separation  of  occupations  causes  each  to  be  car- 
ried to  a  much  greater  perfection  than  it  cooU 
possibly  acijuire,  if  they  were  blended-  This 
arises,  principally,  from  three  circumstances. 

1st.  The  greater  skill  and  dexterity  naiarallf  re- 
sulting from  a  constant  and  undirided  application 
to  a  smgle  object.  It  is  evident  that  these  pro|ier- 
ties  must  increase,  in  proportion  to  the  seinratioB 
and  simplification  of  objects  and  the  steaainese  fiC 
the  attention  devoted  to  each ;  and  must  be  Ica^ 
in  proportion  lo  the  complication  of  objects,  and 
the  number  among  which  the  attention  is  di»- 

2d.  The  economy  of  time,  by  avoiding  the  low 
of  it,  incident  to  a  frequent  transition  from  one 
operation  to  another  of  a  different  nature.  This 
depends  on  various  circumstances;  the  transitioa 
itself,  (he  orderly  disposition  of  the  implementx, 
machines,  and  materials  employed  in  the  opeia- 
tioD  to  be  relinquished,  the  preparatory  steps  to 
the  commencement  of  a  new  one,  (he  interruption 
ofthe  impulse,  which  the  mind  of  the  workman 
acquires,  from  being  eneaged  in  a  particular  ope- 
ration; tne  distractions,  hesitations,  and  reloctance, 
which  attended  the  passage  from  one  kind  of  ba- 
siness  to  another. 

3d.  An  extension  of  the  use  of  machinery.  A 
man  occupied  on  a  single  object  will  have  it  m<ne 
in  his  power,  and  will  be  more  naturally  led  to 
exert  his  imaeinatioD  devising  methods  to  facili- 
tate and  abri^  labor  than  if  he  were  per|dexed 
by  a  variety  of  indq>endent  and  dissimilar  opera- 
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ticms.  BesideE  this,  the  &bnc&tton  a{  uuu^iiiws, 
in  namerous  imtancet,  becoming  itself  a  distinct 
ttade,  tlie  artisi  who  follows  it,  has  oil  the  adT^n- 
tages  which  liave  been  enamerated  for  improTC- 
ntent  in  hia  paiticntar  ait,  and  in  both  ways  the 
invention  and  application  of  nuohinery  are  ex- 
tended. 

And  from  theae  eaoses  united,  the  mere  sepa- 
ration of  the  occupation  of  the  cultiTRtor  from 
that  of  the  artificer,  has  the  effect  of  alimenting 
the  productiTe  powers  of  labor,  and  with  them, 
the  total  mass  of  the  produce  or  revenue  of  a 
coantrf.  In  this  single  Tiew  of  the  subject,  there- 
fore, the  utility  of  artificers  or  manubcturers,  to- 
irarda  pttHnotuig  an  increase  of  [Hoductive  indus- 
try, is  apparent. 

II.  As  to  an  extension  of  the  use  of  machinery, 
a  point  wUch,  though  partly  anticipated,  requires 
to  be  placed  in  one  or  two  additional  limits. 

The  employment  of  machinery  forms  an  itmi 
of  fteat  importance  in  the  general  mass  of  nation- 
al tndustry.  It  is  an  artificial  force,  brought  in  aid 
of  the  natural  force  of  man;  and,  to  all  the  pur- 
poses of  labor,  is  an  increase  of  hands ;  an  acce»- 
sitm  of  the  strength,  unincumbered  too,  by  the  ex- 
pense of  maintainui^  the  laborer.  May  it  not, 
therefore^  be  fairly  uferred,  that  those  occDpa- 
ticHi^  which  give  greatest  scope  to  the  use  of  this 
ftuxmary,  contribute  most  to  the  general  stoclt  of 
industrious  effort,  and,  in  consequence,  to  the  ge- 
neral product  of  mdustryl 

It  shall  be  taken  for  sranted,  and  the  truth  of 
the  poeition  referred  to  ooserratitm,  that  manufac- 
toriag  pursuits  are  susceptible  in  a  greater  Aegtte 
of  the  application  of  machinery,  than  those  of  ag- 
riculture. If  so,  all  the  difference  is  lost  to  a  com- 
munity, which,  instead  of  manufacturing  for  itself, 
procures  the  fabrics  requisite  to  its  supply  from 
other  countries.  The  substitution  of  ioreign  for 
domestic  manulactures  is  a  transfer  to  foreign  na- 
tioDS  of  the  advantages  accming  from  the  employ- 
ment of  machinery,  in  the  modes  in  which  it  is 
eapaUe  of  being  employed,  with  most  utility  and 
to  the  greatest  extent. 

The  cotton  tnill  invented  in  Engluid,  within 

'     last  twentyjrear*,isaiigiulillustntionof  the 

eral  proposition^  which  has  been  jnsl  adranc  ed. 
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■  ooosequence  of  it,  alt  the  different  {Hocesses  for 
sninniiig  cotton  are  performed  by  means  of  ma- 


hine^  wliiefa  are  pat  in  motion  bV  water,  and  at- 
Buded  chiefly  by  women  and  children ;  and  by  a 
smaller  number  of  persons,  in  the  whde,  than  are 
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requisite  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  spinning.  And 
it  IS  an  advantage  of  great  moment  that  ibe  ope- 
rations of  this  mill  continue,  with  convenience, 
daring  the  night,  as  well  as  through  the  day.  The 
prodigious  effect  of  such  a  machine  is  easiljr 
conceived.  To  this  invention  is  to  be  altributeu, 
esBcntially,  the  immense  prosreM  which  has  been 
so  suddenly  made  in  Qreat  Britain,  in  the  various 
&brie«  of  cotton. 

III.  As  to  the  additional  employment  of  classei 
of  the  community,  not  originally  engaged  in  the 
panionlar  bonnets. 

This  is  not  among  the  least  valnable  of  the 
meani  by  which  manufacturing  institntions  con- 


tribute to  auf^enl  the  general  stock  of  industry 
and  production.  In  places  where  those  institu- 
tions prevail,  besides  the  persons  refi;ularly  eugared 
in  them,  they  afford  occasional  and  extra  em|Moy- 
ment  to  industrious  individuals  and  &milies  who  * 
are  willing  to  devote  the  leisure  resulting  from 
the  intermissions  of  their  ordinary  pursuits  to  col- 
lateral labors,  as  a  resource  for  mulii^ying  their 
acquisitions  or  their  enjoyments.  The  husband- 
man himself  experiences  a  new  source  of  profit 
and  support  from  the  increased  industry  of  his 
wife  and  daughters;  invited  and  stimulated  by  the 
demands  of  the  neighboring  manufactories. 

Besides  this  advantage  of  occasional  em^oy* 
ment  to  classes  having  (Efferent  occumtions,  Uiete 
is  another  (rf"  a  nature  allied  to  it,  and  of  a  similar 
tendency.  This  is  the .  employment  of  persons 
who  would  otherwise  be  idle,  (and  in  many  casea 
a  burden  on  the  community,)  either  from  tne  bias 
of  temper,  habit,  infirmity  of  body,  or  some  other 
cause,  mdisposing  or  disqualifying  them  for  the 
toils  of  the  country.  It  is  worthy  of  particular 
remark,  that,  in  general,  women  and  children  are 
rendered  more  useful,  and  the  latter  more  early 
useful,  by  manufacturing  establishments,  tban'they 
would  otherwise  be.  Of  the  number  of  persons 
employed  in  the  cotton  manufactories  M  Oreat 
Britain,  it  is  computed  that  four-sevenths,  nearly, 
are  women  and  children;  of  whom  the  greatest 
proportion  are  children,  and  many  of  them  of  a 
tender  age. 

And  thus  it  appears  to  be  one  of  the  attributes 
of  manufactnres,  and  one  of  no  small  consequence, 
to  give  occasion  to  the  exertion  of  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  industnr,  even  by  the  lAme  number  of  pei^ 
sons,  where  they  hajqien  to  prevail,  than  would 
exist  if  there  were  no  such  establishments. 

IV.  As  to  the  promoting  of  emigration  from 
foreign  countries. 

Men  reluctantly  quit  one  course  of  occupation 
and  livdihood  for  another,  unless  invited  to  it  by 
very  apparent  and  proximate  advantages.  Many 
who  would  go  from  oue  country  to  another,  if  they 
had  a  prospect  of  continuing,  with  more  benefit, 
the  callings  to  which  they  have  been  educated, 
will  oAen  not  be  tempted  to  change  their  sitoation 
by  the  hope  of  doing  better  in  some  other  way. 
Msnu&cturer^  who,Usteaiagto  the  powerflil  invi- 
tations  of  a  better  price  for  their  fabrics  or  their 
labor,  ot  greater  cheapness  of  jwovieions  and  raw 
maierials,  of  an  exemption  froDi  the  chief  port  of 
the  taxes,  burdens,  and  restraints,  which  they  en- 
dure in  ttie  Old  World,  of  greater  personal  mde- 
pendence  and  consequence,  under  the  operation  of 
a  more  e^ual  Qovemment ;  and  of  woiat  is  far 
more  jweeious  than  mere  religious  toleration,  a 
perfect  equality  of  religious  privilues ;  would, 
probaUy,  Sock  from  Burope  to  the  United  States 
to  pursue  their  own  trades  or  profesritms,  if  they 
were  once  made  sensible  of  the  advantages  they 
would  enjoy,  and  were  inspired  with  an  assurance 
of  enconragetnent  and  employment,  will,  with 
difficulty^  he  induced  to  transplant  themselres, 
with  a  view  to  becoming  cnltivators  of  land. 

If  it  be  true,  then,  that  il  is  the  interest  of  the 
Umted  States  to  open  every  posnUe  'aventte  to 
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emi|;ratioa  from  abioad,  it  aSoidi  a  weshl)'  ai- 
fwpeoi  for  the  BncDuragemeiit  of  manuHuitiiiea ; 
which,  for  the  rea&on  just  aasignod,  will  have  the 
UrougeBtleDdeDcytomuliiplytheiiiducemeBUtoit. 

Here  is  petoeiTed  an  importaDt  Tewuice,  not 
only  for  extending  th«  populaliMt,  and  with  it  the 
nseml  and  productire  laboi  of  tne  country,  tmt 
likewise  for  thepro*ecu(ionof  maaulaeiures,  with- 
out deductinf  from  die  number  of  hands  which 
might  otherwise  be  drawn  to  tillue,  and  eren  for 
(he  indemnificatiou  of  wiDulturewrsuchu  might 
ha{>pen  to  be  divorted  from  it.  Many,  whom  ma- 
nufacturing riews  would  induce  to  emigrate, 
would  Hfterwacds  yield  to  the  tnnptationH,  which 
the  particular  situation  of  tbia  couotry  holih  out 
to  africulluial  purmits.  And  while  af[ricultare 
wouU,  in  other  Tespeets,  derive  many  signal  and 
unmingled  advantages,  from  the  growth  of  manu- 
factuies,  it  is  B  proUem  whether  it  would  gain  or 
lose,  as  to  the  article  of  the  number  of  penons 
amployed  in  carrying  it  «n. 

V.  Aa  CO  the  furnishiug  grMUer  scope  for  the 
direisity  of  talents  and  diapooiiions,  which  diacri- 
mtnate  men  from  each  other. 

Thi*  is  a  nutoh  more  powerful  meau  of  au^ 
menting  the  fond  of  national  Induaby  than  may 
at  first  wht  anpeai.  It  is  n  just  otawvatioa,  that 
minds  oftbe  etrongeit  and  most  aetive  powers  for 
tlwii  proper  objeots  &11  Wow  mediocnty  and  la* 
bor  without  efiect,  if  confined  to  unooootsiat  pur- 
suits.    And  it  is  thence  to  be  ioferreo,  that  the 


diffarenl  kinds  of  industry  obtain  in  a  community, 
eaeh  individual  can  find  his  proper  elemrait,  and 
oan  call  into  activity  the  whole  vigor  of  his  i 
ture.    And  the  community  is  benefited  by  the  si 
vioes  of  its  respective  members,  in  tlie  mauier 
which  each  can  serve  it  with  most  effieot 

If  there  be  any  thing  in  a  remark  often  to 
met  with,  namely :  that  there  is,  in  the  gmios  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  a  peculiar  aptitude  for 
mechamc  improvemeoMs,  it  would  operate  as  a 
forcible  reascxi  for  giving  opportunitiea  to  the  ex- 
erciee  of  that  species  of  talent,  by  the  propagation 
of  manufactures. 

VJ.  As  to  the  affording  a  more  ample  and  va- 
rious field  for  enterprise.  ' 

This,  also,  ia  of  greater  eimsequence  in  the  ge- 
neral scale  of  Bational  exertion,  than  mij^t,  per- 
huis,  on  a  superficial  view  be  supposed,  and  has 
eflects  not  aitcwether  dissimitar  from  those  of  the 
circumstance  Tasi  noticed.  To  cherish  and  sti- 
mulate the  activity  of  the  human  mind,  by  multi- 
Jilying  the  objects  of  snterprise,  is  not  among  the 
east  considerable  of  the  expedients,  by  which  the 
wealth  of  a  nation  may  be  prom'oted.  Even  things 
in  themselves,  not  positively  advantageous,  some- 
times become  so,  by  their  tendency  to  provoke 
exertion.  Every  new  scene  which  is  opened  to 
the  busy  nature  of  man  to  rouse  and  exert  itself, 
is  the  addition  of  a  new  energy  to  the  general 
stock  of  effort 

The  spirit  of  enterprise,  useful  and  prolific  as  it 
is,  must  necessarily  be  contracted  or  expanded  in 
propimion  to  the  simplicity  or  variety  of  the  oc 


CBpotions  and  prodaetions.  which  ai«  to  be  SaaaA 
in  a  society.  It  Knat  be  less  in  a  aadoB  id  meac 
ouKivators,  than  in  a  nation  of  edtivMMi  anl 
merchants ;  less  in  a  nation  of  eoltivMor*  and  xam- 
cbants,  than  in  a  nadcm  of  euUrralors,  artile^K, 
and  nterdumia. 

VII.  As  to  the  creating,  in  some  instaaeea,  a 
new,  and  securing  in  all  a  more  certain  and  atoady 
demand  tor  Uie  surplne  prodnce  of  the  soiL 

This  is  amon^  the  most  important  of  the  eir- 
comstances  which  has  been  mdieated.  It  is  a 
principU  mean  by  wliioh  the  establishiMnt  of 
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manufactures  ctmtribates  to  an  angmentttioB  of 
the  prodnce  or  rcventM  of  s  eonaoy,  and  has  ai 
immediate  and  direct  relation  to  tfw  prosperity  ef 
agriculture. 

It  is  evident  that  the  exertioni  of  the  hasband- 
man  will  b«  steady  or  floetualiBg,  vigortMs  or  iee- 
bte,  in  proportion  to  the  Bteadiaess  or  flncnadoi^ 
ade*]ualeness  or  inadeqaateness  (rfthe  maiketa  on 
which  he  must  dqmid,  (or  the  ventof  theaarpins^ 
which  may  be  inoduced  by  his  It^KV;  and  that 
such  surplus  in  the  ordinary  eonrse  of  things  will 
be  greater  oi  less  in  the  some  proportion. 

For  the  pmi>ose  of  this  ven^  a  domntic  maikM 
is  greatly  to  he  prcferrod  to  a  foreign  one ;  b«- 
cause  it  IS,  in  the  nature  of  things,  far  more  to  ha 
relied  upcm. 

It  is  a  primary  otigeotof  thepc^evof  natiims  to 
be  able  to  sii^ly  themselves  with  subsiitcaee 
from  their  own  soils ;  and  manufactniing  nations^ 
circimistanoee  permit,  endeavor  to  pro- 
Bure,  from  the  same  source,  the  raw  maleriala  ne- 
eesstry  for  their  own  fabrics.  This  dispisitian, 
urged  by  the  sfiirit  of  mon<q»ly,  is  sometimes  evan 
oarfied  to  an  injudicioos  extreme.  It  seems  not 
always  to  be  recollected  thai  nations  who  haxe 
neither  mines  nor  manu&ctures,  can  only  obtaiv 
the  manu&ctured  articles  of  which  they  stand  in 
need,  by  an  exchanse  of  the  products  of  thnr  soiis  ; 
and  that^  if  those  mm  can  best  funtuh  then  wil^ 
such  articles  are  unwilling  m  give  a  dne  coarse  to 
this  exchange^  they  most,  trf' necessity,  make  eve* 
rv  possible  effort  to  manufacEure  for  themseiTes; 
the  effect  of  which  is,  that  the  manufacturing  na- 
tions abridge  the  aaitmd  advantages  of  their  sito- 
ation,  through  an  unwillingiMBs  to  permit  the  a^ 
ricnltural  countries  to  enjoy  the  advantages  at 
theirs,  and  sacrifice  the  interests  of  a  mutually 
bene&ial  intercourse  to  the  vain  project  of  sellbig 
every  thing  and  baying  nothing. 

But  it  is  alsoa  consequence  of  the  policy  which 
has  been  noted,  Chat  the  foreign  demand  for  the 
products  of  agricultural  countnes  is,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, rKther  casual  and  occasioital,  than  certain  or 
constant.  To  what  extent  injuriuias  intermptions 
of  the  demand  for  some  of  the  staple  commoditiea 
of  the  United  States  may  have  t^en  esperieaeed 
from  tliat  eause,  must  be  referred  to  the  judgment 
of  those  who  are  engaged  in  carryiagon  the  com- 
merce of  the  country ;  but  it  may  be  safely  afibm- 
ed,  that  sueh  intermptions  are  at  times  very  in- 
ly felt;  and  that  oases  not  unfrequcntlj 
hich  markets  are  sijcuofined  aad  r»- 
Btiieted,  as  to  render  the  deiitnud  veiy  unequal  to 
the  supply. 
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ludei^ndeaUri  likawin,  of  tk«  artifiewl  inpe- 
diments,  whiefa  an  emted  by  the  polief  in  qaes- 
tien,  tbne  are  nuural  canaes  tendbg  torendet 
<be  octernftl  demand  for  the  Burplua  of  wionltMnl 
■Mlioiis  a  pmsrioas  rdianee.  The  dinmticee  of 
■eaabiu,  in  the  eoHD tries  which  are  the  conrasien 
make  immenBe  diffBrencee  in  dte  prodKe  oftheii 
«wn  ttMli,  in  d^eieat  yam;  and,  luntsequently,  in 
the  d^ees  of  their  neomsity  for  fmeign  sappty 
Plttttiiul  haTTMta  with  than,  aapeoially  if  nmiiar 


t  the 


the 


^^ich  ore  the  Ausishers,  oooanon, 
gtm  in  lh«  marketa  tf  the  luter. 

Considering  how  fast  and  how  nrach  ihe  pro- 
ngs of  new  3etd«meBtsof  the  United  StatesHiust 
Increase  the  eiu^us  produce  of  the  soil,  and  weigh- 
ing seriowty  the  lendenay  of  tjie  tystem,  wbKh 
merails  wnotig  nost  of  the  coounerolal  tMtioDsof 
Sarme;  whatever  dependence  tnay  be  placed  on 
Ike  ioice  of  nMoral  eiratuBstaneei  to  oomnteracl 
Ike  (rfl^u  of  aa  arttfieiai  policy,  there  anteai 
ationg  reasons  to  regard  the  foreign  denund  for 
that  sorplus  as  too  uKcertaia  a  r^anoe,  *«d  to  de- 
aiM  a  subttitMe  fbr  it,  is  aa  ezMssive  domestic 
ibarket 

To  Beenre  roth  a  nutet,  there  is  do  other  ex- 
pedient than  CO  promote  manafaetarittg  ealaUieh- 
ments.  Masofaeturen  who  constiwte  ike  mo$t 
DomsrowB  claas,  after  the  etiltiraivrfl  of  land,  are, 
for  that  reason,  the  princqial  ooi»iimers  of  the 
NTplne  of  their  labors. 

This  idea  of  an  extennTe  domestic  market  for 
the  surplos  produce  of  Ike  soil,  is  of  the  first  con- 
sequcBce.  It  is  of  all  things,  that  wUeh  most  ef- 
IwUially  ccckduces  to  a  flouiisbtng  ttate  of.  afri- 
ctJtUfe.  If  die  effect  of  manufiictories  shoola  be 
to  detach  a  portion  of  the  hands  which  wonid 
Mkerwise  be  engaged  in  itllagB,  it  might  possibly 
eatise  a  stoaUer  quantity  of  land  to  m  under  atu- 
tiration;  hut  by  their  tendency  MproeoK  a  note 
eertain  denund  for  the  surplvs  pnxmee  of  the  soil, 
thef  would,  at  Ihesaroe  times,  cause  thelands  which 
were  in  onnivation,  -    ■    •   -  .  ...i 

pioductiTs.  Awl  \  . 
condition  of  each  indiTii 
liorated,  the  total  maas  of  asriciltUTal  produotiou 
wiMild  probably  be  increased.  For  this  mnst  evi- 
dently depend  aa  mndi,  if  not  more,  )q»n  the  de- 
gree of  improvement,  than  npon  tne  number  of 
aMes  mtder  culture. 

It  meriiB  partietiiar  observation,  that  the  multi- 
plication of  manufactories  not  only  furnishes  a 
Market  for  those  articles  which  have  been  aecUs- 
laaaed  to  be  prodnced  in  abundance  in  a  country, 
hut  it  likewise  creates  a  demand  for  such  as  were 
eithw  unknown  or  produced  w  coosiderable  oman- 
tities.  The  boweb  ai  well  as  the  surface  ta  At 
nrth,  are  ranaacked  for  articles  irtiich  were  he- 
five  negleeted.  Aniauds,  plants,  and  minoals  ae- 
quire  a  utility  aad  rei^e,  which  were  before  nu- 
cndored. 

The  foiegoing  considerations  seem  sufficient  to 
eMabliih  the  propositions,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  [ 
utims  to  dtvemfy  the  indnitrioue  pursuits  of  the 
individuals  who  compose  them;  dial  the  eetablish- 
ment  of  manu&cMres  is  calciilated,  not  only  te  1 


n,  to  be  better  imjproved  and  more 
I  wkil^  by  their  ioflaence,  [he 
indivi amI  farmer  would  be  me- 


uenase  the  geocnl  (lockof  usaftil  and  productive 
labor,  bni  even  to  imnroTe  the  state  of  agricnkore 
in  particdsr,  certainly  to  advance  the  intCTests  of 
theee  who  are  engaged  in  it.  Thet«  are  other 
views,  that  will  beliereafler  taken  of  the  sabiect, 
iriiich,  it  is  conceived,  will  serve  to  con&Tn  tnese 
inferenoes. 

Previously  lo  a  furAer  diBcunion  of  the  ob- 
jections to  the  enoouraeement  of  annuiactures 
which  have  been  stated,  il  will  be  of  use  to  see 
what  can  be  said  in  reference  to  the  particidar 
MIttation  of  the  United  States,  against  the  conolu- 
sions  appearing  to  result  from  wnat  has  been  al- 
ready offered. 

ll  may  be  observed,  and  the  idea  it  of  no  inoon- 
nderable  weight,  that  however  true  it  mi^t  be, 
that  a  State,  which,  possessing  large  tracts  of  va- 
cant and  fotile  temtory,  was  at  the  same  time 
secluded  from  foreign  commerce,  wotdd  find  ifs 
iiuerest  and  the  interest  of  agricuhure,  in  divert- 
part  of  its  populatian  fretn  tillage  to  manu- 
ts;  yet  it  will  not  follow,  that  the  same  » 
true  of  a  State,  which,  having  sueb  vacant  and 
fertile  teiritory,  has  at  the  same  time  amide  (q>- 
poTtonity  of  procuring  from  abroad,  on  good  tcnu, 
all  the  fabrics  of  wluob  it  stands  m  need,  for  the 

ipply  of  its  inhabitants.    The  power  of  doin^ 

IS  at  least  secures  the  great  advantage  <rfa  divi- 
sion of  labor,  leaving  the  former  free  to  punoe 
•xchuivcty  the  culture  of  his  land,  and  enablirw 
him  to  procure  wMi  its  products  the  manuftctnrM 
supplies  requisite  either  to  his  wanl&  or  to  his  en- 
joyments. And  tbonirh  it  shoold  be  troe,  that  in 
settled  countries,  ike  dSversifieation  of  industry  is 
conducive  to  an  increaae  in  the  productive  powers 
of  labor,  and  to  an  awnentation  of  revenue  and 
capital,  yetitiseoaree^couoeivablelhBtthereaaa 
be  an  yibiag  of  so  soUd  and  permanent  advantage  10 
an  imcultivated  and  muieopled  countrr,  as  lo  eon- 
vert  its  wastes  into  cultivated  and  inhabited  di»- 
iricts.  If  the  reveme,  in  the  mean  time,  should  be 
less,  the  eapilal,  in  the  event,  must  be  greater. 

these  observations,  the  following  ^pean  to 
be  a  satiafhetory  answer : 

1.  If  the  system  of  perfoct  liberty  to  indnstn 
and  commeree  were  the  prevailing  aystea  of  na- 
tioos,  the  arguments  which  dissui^e  a  country,  in 
the  predicament  of  the*  United  Stales,  from  the 
icalous  pursuit  of  manufaetnres  would  doubtless 
have  great  force.  It  will  not  be  affirmed,  that  they 
might  not  be  pennilted,  with  few  exceptions,  to 
serve  as  a  rule  of  natioeni  ccnducl.  In  such  a  state 
of  things,  each  country  would  have  the  full  bene- 
fit of  its  peculiar  advuitagee  to  compensate  For  its 
deficiencies  or  disadvantages.  If  one  nation  wete 
in  eonditimi  to  supply  manufoctated  articles  on 
better  terms  than  aaotherj  that  cXher  might  find 
>aadant  indenmifieation  in  a  superior  capaci- 
ty to  fnmish  the  produce  of  the  seil.  And  a  free 
ezohange  untuallv  bnefleiol  of  the  commodities 
which  each  was  able  to  supply  on  the  best  terms, 
might  be  carried  on  between  them,  supporting  in 
full  vigor  the  industry  of  each.  Aud  though  the 
circumslaaces  which  have  been  mentioned,  and 
others  which  will  be  lufolded  hereafter,  render  it 
probable,  that  nations  nwrely  agricultwal,  wouM 
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not  enjov  the  same  degree  of  opolence,  in  propor- 
tioa  to  their  numbers,  as  those  which  united  ma- 
Duiactures  with  ogricuhure ;  yet  the  progressive 
improTemeai  of  the  lands  of  the  former,  might  in 
the  end,  atone  for  an  inferior  degree  of  opiueace 
ID  the  mean  time  >  and  in  a  case,  ia  which  oppo- 
site conaiderations  are  pretty  equally  balanced,  the 
option  ought  perhaps  always  to  be,  in  favor  of 
leaving  industry  to  its  own  direction. 

Bni  the  system,  which  has  been  mentioned,  is 
far  from  characterizing  the  general  policy  of  na- 
tions. The  prevalent  one  has  been  regnlaied  by 
an  opposite  apiriL  The  consequence  of  it  is,  thai 
the  United  States  are  to  a.  certain  extent  in  the 
situation  of  a  country  precluded  froRi  foreign  com- 
merce.  They  can  mdeed,  without  difficulty,  ob- 
tain from  -abroad  the  manufactured  supplies,  of 
which  they  are  in  want}  but  they  experience  nu- 
merous and  very  injurious  impediments  to  the 
emission  and  vent  of  their  own  commodities.  Nor 
is  this  the  case  in  reference  to  a  single  foreign 
nation  only.  The  reTUktioas  of  several  countries, 
with  which  we  have  the  most  extensiveinlercouise, 
throw  serious  obstructions  in  the  way  of  the  "ptm- 
cipal  staples  of  the  United  States. 

In  sucn  a  position  of  things,  the  United  States 
cannot  exchange  with  Europe  on  equal  terms ;  and 
the  want  of  reciprocity,  would  render  them  the 
i|lctim  of  a  system  which  would  induce  them  to 
confine  their  views  to  agriculture,  and  refrain 
from  manufactuies,  A  constant  and  increasing 
necessity  on  their  part,  for  the  commodities  of 
Europe,  and  only  a  partial  and  occasional  demand 
for  their  own,  in  return,  could  not  but  expose  them 
to  a  slate  of  impoverisiimeat,  compared  with  the 
opulence  to  which  their  political  and  natural  ad' 
vantages  authorize  them  to  aspire. 

Remarks  of  this  kind  are  not  made  in  the  spirit 
of  complaint.  It  is  for  the  nations,  whose  regu- 
lations are  alluded  to,  to  judge  for  themselves, 
whether  by  aiming  at  too  much,  they  do  not  lose 
more  than  they  gam.  It  is  for  the  United  States 
to  consider  by  what  means  they  can  render  them- 
selves least  dependent  on  the  combinations,  right 
or  wrong,  of  foreign  policy. 

It  is  no  small  consolation,  that  already  the  mea- 
Biures  which  have  embarrassed  our  trade,  have 
accelerated  internal  impi'oTements,  which  up<(Hi 
the  whole  have  bettered  our  affairs.  To  diversify 
and  extend  these  improvements,  is  the  surest  and 
safest  method  of  indemnifying  ourselves  for  any 
incouveniencies,  which  those  or  simUar  measures 
have  a  tendency  to  begeL  If  Europe  will  not 
take  from  us  the  products  of  our  soil,  upcui  terms 
consistent  with  our  interest  the  natural  remedy 
U  to  contract  as  fast  as  possible  our  wants  of  hei. 

2.  The  conversion  <^  their  waste  into  cultivated 
lands  is  certainly  a  point  of  sr^t  moment  in  the 
political  calculations  of  the  United  States.  But 
the  degree  in  which  this  may  possibly  be  retarded 
by  the  encouragement  of  manufactories  does  not 
appear  to  countervail  the  powerful  inducements 
to  affording  that  encouragemenL 

An  obsovatioD  made  in  another  place  is  of  a 
nature  to  have  great  influence  upon  this  qnestion. 
If  it  canitot  be  denied  that  the  interests  even  of 


agriculture  may  be  advanced  more  by  having  sach 
of  the  lands  of  a  State  as  are  occupied  under  good 
cultivation,  than  by  having  a  greater  qoantity  oc- 
cupied under  a  much  inferior  cultivation,  amd  if 
manufactories,  for  the  reasons  assigned,  most  be 
admitted  to  have  a  teDdenc;[  to  promote  a  more 
steady  and  vigorous  cultivation  of  the  lands  oeca- 

Jiied,  than  would  happen  without  them,  it  will 
allow  that  they  are  capable  of  indemnifying  a 
country  for  a  diminution  of  the  progress  of  new 
settlements;  and  may  serve  to  increase  both  the 
capital  value  and  the  income  of  its  lands,  cvea 
though  they  should  abridge  the  number  of  acre* 
under  tillage. 

But  it  do€«  by  no  means  follow,  that  the  pro- 
gress of  new  settlements  would  be  retarded  by  the 
extension  of  manufactures.  The  desire  of  being 
an  independwt  proprietor  of  land  is  founded  oa 
such  strong  principles  in  the  human  breas^  thai 
where  the  opportunity  of  becoming  so  is  as  gr^ 
as  it  is  in  the  United  States,  the  proportion  will 
be  small  of  those,  whose  situations  inwld  other- 
wise lead  to  it,  who  would  be  diverted  from  it  to- 
wards manuiactures.  And  it  is  highly  probahle, 
as  already  intimated,  that  the  accessions  of  foreign- 
ers, who  orieinally  drawn  over  by  maaufactuiu^ 
views  would  afterwards  abandon  them  for  agn- 
culturalj  would  be  more  than  an  equivalent  for 
those  of  our  own  citizms,  who  might  happen  to 
be  detached  from  them. 

The  remaining  objections  to  a  particular  en- 
couragement of  manufactures  in  the  United  States 
DOW  require  to  be  examined. 

One  of  these  turn  on  the  proposition  that  in- 
dustry, if  left  to  itself,  will  naturally  find  its  way 
to  the  most  useful  and  profitable  employmeBt: 
whence  it  b  inferred,  that  manufactures,  withont 
the  aid  of  Qovemment,  will  grow  up  as  soon  and 
as  fast  as  the  natural  state  of  things  and  the  intei- 
est  of  the  community  mayr^uire. 

Aeainst  the  solidity  of  this  hypothesis,  in  the 
full  latitude  of  the  terms,  very  cogent  reasons  ma^ 
he  offered.  These  have  relation  to  the  strong  in- 
fluence of  habit  and  the  spirit  of  imitation,  the  fear 
of  want  of  success  in  untried  enterprises,  the  in- 
trinsic difBcultiea  incident  to  first  essays  towards 
a  competition  with  those  who  have  previously 
attained  to  perfection  in  the  business  to  be  attempt- 
ed, the  bounties,  premium^  and  other  artificial 
encouragements,  with  which  foreifp  natioDs  se- 
cond the  exertions  of  their  own  citizens  in  die 
branches  in  which  they  are  to  be  rivalled. 

Experience  teaches  that  men  are  often  so  muck 
governed  by  what  they  are  accustomed  to  see  Bad 
practice,  that  the  simjuest  and  most  obvious  im- 
provements, in  the  most  ordinary  occupationa,  aiv 
adopted  vriui  hesitation,  reluctance,  and  by  slow 
gradations.  The  spontaneous  transition  to  new 
pursuits,  in  a  commtmily  long  habituated  to  difo- 
ent  ones,  may  be  expected  to  be  attended  with 
proportionably  greater  difficulty.  When  fitnaa 
occupations  ceased  to  yield  a  pr^l  adequate  to  the 
subsistence  of  their  followers,  or  when  there  was 
an  absolute  deficiency  of  employment  in  tfaem, 
owing  to  the  superabundance  of  hands,  changes 
would  ensue ;  hat  these  changes  would  be  likety 


v.^,. 


APPENDIX. 


Jteport  on  Manufacture. 


to  be  more  tardf  than  might  cooeist  with  the  inte- 
rest either  of  individnala  or  of  the  society.  In  tns- 
ny  cases  (hey  would  not  happen,  while  a  bare 
support  coula  be  insured  by  on  Bdherence  to  aD- 
cient  courses ;  though  a  resott  to  a  mote  profitable 
employment  might  be  practicable.  To  produce 
the  desirable  changes  as  early  as  may  be  expe- 
dient,  may  therefore  require  tne  incitement  and 
patronage  of  QoremroenL 

The  apprehension  of  tailing  in  new  attempts  is 
perhaps  a  more  serious  impediment.  There  are 
dispositions  apt  to  be  attracted  by  the  mere  nOTel- 
tr  of  an  undertakinff ;  but  these  are  not  always 
those  best  calculated  to  give  it  success.  To  thu, 
it  is  of  importance  that  the  confidence  of  cautions, 
sagacious  capitalists,  both  citizens  and  foreigners, 
ahould  be  excited.  And  to  inspire  this  descrip- 
tion of  persons  with  confidence,  it  is  essential  that 
they  ahould  be  made  to  see  in  any  project,  which 
is  new,  and  for  that  reason  alone,  if  for  no  other, 
piecanous.  the  prospect  of  such  a  degree  pf  coont- 
enauce  and  support  from  Government,  as  may  be 
capable  of  overcoming  the  obstacles,  inseparaUe 
from  first  experiments. 


br^ch  of  industry,  constitates  a  njore  formidable 
obstacle  than  either  of  those  which  have  been 
mentioned,  to  the  introduction  of  the  same  branch 
into  a  cotintry  in  which  it  did  not  before  exist. 
To  maintain,  between  the  recent  establishments 
of  one  coontry  and  the  long  matured  establish' 
ments  of  another  country,  a  competition  upon 
equal  terms^  both  as  to  quaUty  and  price,  is  in 
most  cases  impracticable.  The  disparity  in  the 
one,  or  in  the  other,  or  in  both,  must  necessarily 
be  so  considerable  as  to  forbid  a  successful  rival- 
ship,  without  the  extraordinary  aid  and  protection 
of  Government. 

But  the  greatest  obstacle  of  all  to  the  successful 
prosecution  of  a  new  branch  of  industry  in  a 
country  in  which  it  was  before  unknown,  consbts, 
as  far  as  the  instances  applr,  in  the  bounties,  pre- 
miums, and  other  aids  wnieh  are  granted,  m  a 
TBriety  of  eases,  by  the  natbns  in  which  the  esta- 
Uishments  to  be  imitated  are  previously  intro- 
duced. It  is  well  known  (and  particular  exam- 
ples in  the  course  irf  this  Report  vrill  be  cited)  that 
certain  nations  grant  bounties  on  the  exportation 
of  particular  commodities  to  enable  iheir  own 
worVmen  to  undersell  and  supplant  all  competi- 
tors in  the  countries  to  which  those  commodities 
are  sent.  Hence  the  undertakers  of  a  new  mann- 
facttire  have  to  contend,  not  only  with  the  natural 
disadvantages  of  a  new  nndertaking,  bnt  with  the 
gratuities  and  remunerations  which  other  Qovern- 
ments  bestow.  To  be  enabled  to  contend  with 
success,  it  is  evident  that  the  interference  and  aid 
of  their  own  Qovernment  are  indispensable. 

Combinations  by  those  engaged  m  a  particular 
hanch  of  busmess  in  one  country,  to  frustrate  the 
first  efforts  to  mtrodace  it  into  another,  by  tempo- 
rary sacrifices,  recompensed  perhaps  by  exti 
dinary  indemnifications  of  the  Oovernmen.  __ 
such  country,  are  beliered  to  have  existed,  and 
are  not  (o  be  regarded  as  destitute  of  probability. 


The  existence  or  assurance  of  aid  from  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  country  in  which  the  business  is 
to  be  mtroduced,  may  be  essential  to  fortify  ad- 
venturers against  the  dread  of  sach  combinations, 
to  defeat  their  efi'eots,  if  formed,  and  to  prevent 
their  being  formed,  by  demonstating  tluit  they 

ust  in  the  end  prove  Ihiitless. 

Whatever  room  there  may  be  for  an  expecta- 
tion that  the  industry  of  a  people,  under  the  di- 
rection of  private  interest,  will  upon  equal  terms 
find  out  the  most  beneficial  employment  for  itself, 
there  is  none  for  a  reliance  that  it  will  stru^e 


cessfiil  competition,  which  may  have  been  erected 
either  by  the  advantages  naturally  acquired  from 
practice  and  previous  possession  of  the  ground,  or 
by  those  which  may  have  sprung  from  positive 
regulations  and  an  artificial  policy.  This  general 
reflection  mifht  alone  suffice  as  an  answer  lo  the 
objection  under  examination — exclusively  of  the 
:ighty  considerations  which  have  been  particu- 
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selves  to  discussieiL  represent  an  impracticability 
of  success,  arising  from  three  causes ;  scarcity  of 
hands,  deamess  of  labor,  want  of  capital. 

The  two  first  circumstances  are  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent real,  and,  within  due  limits,  ou^t  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  obstacles  to  the  success  of  manufac- 
turing enterprise  in  the  United  States.  Bnt  there 
are  various  considerations  which  lessen  their  force, 
and  tend  to  eflbrd  an  assurance  that  they  are  not 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  advantageons  prosecution 
of  many  very  useful  and  extensive  manufoctories. 

With  regard  to  scarcity  of  hand^  the  fact  itself 
must  be  applied  with  no  small  qualification  to  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  United  States.  There  are  large 
districts,  which  may  be  considered  as  pretty  fofly 

nled;  and  which,  notwithstandinff  a  continuu 
1  for  distant  settlement,  are  thickly  inter- 
spersed with  fiourishing  and  increasing  towns.  If 
these  districts  have  not  already  reached  the  point 
at  which  the  complaint  of  scarcity  of  hands  ceases, 
they  are  not  remote  from  it,  and  are  approaching 
fast  towards  it ;  and,  having  perhaps  fewer  attrac- 
tions to  agriculture  than  some  other  parts  of  the 
Union,  they  exhibit  a  proportionably  stronger  ten- 
dency towards  other  kmds  of  industry.  In  these 
districts  may  be  discerned  no  inconsiderable  ma- 
turity for  manufacturing  estabtishments.v 

But  there  are  circumstaneea  which  ttaVe  been 
already  noticed  with  another  view,  that  materially 
dimiush  every  where  the  efifect  of  a  scarcity  oiF 
hands.  These  circumstances  are  the  great  use 
which  can  be  made  of  women  and  chiloren;  on 
which  point  a  very  ptwnant  and  instructive  fact 
has  been  mentioned ;  the  vast  extension  given  by 
late  improvements  to  the  employment  of  ma- 
chines, which,  substituting  the  agency  of  fire  and 
water,  has  prodigiously  lessened  the  necessity  for 
manual  labor  j  the  employment  of  persons  ordi- 
narily engaged  in  other  occupations  dnrin^  the 
seasons,  or  hours  of  leisure,  which,  besides  giving 
occasion  to  the  exertion  of  a  greater  quantity  of 
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labor  b)r  the  *ame  number  of  persons,  vaA  tberebf 
iocreflsing  the  geneial  stock  oT  labor,  as  has  been 
elsewhere  remuked,  may  also  be  taken  into  the 
calcni&tion  as  a  lesource  for  obviatiiie' the  scarcity 
of  hands:  lastly,  the  attmclion  of  loreign  emi- 
graats.  Whoever  inspects  with  a  careful  eye  the 
composition  of  our  towns,  will  be  made  sen^bLe 
to  what  an  extent  this  reajuioe  may  be  relied 
upon.  This  exhibits  a  lafge  propoitioa  of  iage- 
Dious  and  valuable  workmen,  m  aiflaTeat  arts  and 
trades,  who  by  ezpairiating  from  Europe  hare 
improved  their  own  couditioa,  and  added  to  the 
industry  and  wealth  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
a  natural  inference,  from  the  ezpeiieoce  we  have 
already  had,  that,  a^  soon  as  the  United  States 
shall  present  the  countenance  of  a  serious  prosecu- 
tioD  of  manufactures,  as  soon  as  forei^  artists 
shall  be  soade  sensible  that  the  state  of  things  here 
affords  a  moral  certainty  of  employment  and  en- 
couragement, competent  numbers  of  Kuropean 
workmen  wilt  transplant  themselves,  effeotuallv 
to  insure  the  success  of  the  detigo.  How,  indeeu, 
can  it  otherwise  happen,  considering  the  various 
and  powerful  inducements  which  the  situalioa  of 
this  country  offers;  addressing  themselves  to  so 
many  strong  passions  and  feelings,  to  so  many 
general  and  particular  interests  1 

It  may  be  affirmed,  therefore,  in  respect  to  hands 
for  carrying  oa  manu&etures,  that  we  shall  in  a 
great  measure  trade  upon  a  foreign  stock — reaerv* 
mg  our  own  for  the  cultivation  d*  oar  lands,  and 
the  manning  of  our  ships,  as  far  as  character  and 
circumstances  shall  incline.  It  is  not  unworthy 
of  remark,  that  the  ohjeotiim  to  the  eucccss  of 
manufactures,  deduced  from  the  scarcity  of  hands, 
is  alike  applicable  to  trade  and  navigation,  anu 
yet  these  are  perceived  to  flourish  without  any 
sensible  impedimeut  from  that  cause. 

As  to  the  dearness  of  labor,  (another  of  the  ob- 
stacles alleged,)  this  has  relation  piincipally  to 
two  circumstances ;  cme,  that  which  has  been  just 
discussed,  or  the  scarcity  of  haikds ;  the  other,  the 
greatness  of  juofits. 

As  far  as  It  is  a  consequence  of  the  acaicity  of 
hands,  it  is  mitigated  bv  all  the  considerations 
which  have  been  adduced  as  lessening  that  defi- 
cieqcy.  It  is  certain,  too,  that  the  disparity  in 
this  respect,  between  some  of  the  most  manumc- 
turiuK  parts  of  Europe  and  a  large  proportion  of 
the  United  States,  is  not  nearly  so  sreatasis com- 
monly imagined.  It  is  also  much  less  in  regard 
to  arti£certt  and  manufacturers  than  in  regard  to 
country  laborers ;  and,  while  a  careful  comparison 
shows  that  there  is  in  this  particular  much  exag- 

Seration,  it  is  also  evident  that  the  effect  of  the 
^ee  of  disparity  which  does  truly  exist,  is  di- 
minished in  proportion  to  the  use  whiioh  can  be 
made  of  machinery. 

To  illustrate  this  last  idea,  let  it  be  supposed 
that  the  difference  of  price  in  two  countries,  of  a 
givui  quantity  of  manual  labor  requisite  lo  the 
Fabrication  ofa  given  article  is  as  tea,  and  that 
some  mechanic  power  is  introduced  into  both 
countries,  which,  performing  half  the  necessary 
labor,  leares  only  half  to  be  done  by  hand,  it  is 
evident  that  the  differtxtce  in  the  cost  of  the  fabri- 


cation of  the  aiticle  in  qoestion  in  the  two  cosk- 
tries,  as  far  as  it  i*  connected  with  the  price  «f 
labor,  will  be  reduced  from  ten  to  five,  in  oniw» 
quence  of  the  introduction  of  that  power. 

This  citoumslance  is  worthy  of  the  most  puti- 
culJu  atlention.  It  diminishes  uauoBnael)r  one  of 
the  objections  most  strenuously  urged  against  the 
success  of  manufactures  in  the  Umted  Slate*. 

To  procure  all  such  machines  as  are  known  in 
any  part  of  Burope,  can  only  require  a  proper  pro- 


of the  most  important  ol 
The  preparation  of  them  here  is,  in  iaoat  oatei, 
practioable  on  nearly  equal  term*.  Aa  br  as  thAjr 
depend  on  water,  some  supericHity  of  admit«geE 
may  be  claimed,  from  the  uncommoB  variety  and 
greater  cheapness  of  situations  adapted  to  mill 
seats,  vrith  which  diSeieat  parti  of  the  Uniled 
States  abound. 

So  far  as  the  deamess  of  labor  may  beaeoass- 
quence  of  the  greatness  of  jKofits  in  aoybrattch  «f 
business,  it  is  no  obstacle  to  its  success.  The  Oft- 
dertaker  can  aflord  to  pay  the  price. 

There  are  grounds  to  conclude  that  undertmken 
of  manufactures  in  this  country  can  aX  this  time 
afford  to  pay  higher  wages  to  the  workmen  they 
may  employ  than  are  paid  to  similar  worksMn  a 
Europe.  The  prices  of  foreign  fabrics  in  tkc 
markets  of  the  United  States,  which  will  Un  a 
long  time  regulate  the  prices  of  domestic  ones, 
may  be  coasidwed  as  compounded  of  the  follow^ 
ing  ingredients:  the  first  cost  of  materials.  »- 
eluding  taxes,  if  any,  which  are  paid  upon  tftf 
where  they  ate  Bade ;  the  expense  o/  grouadi^ 
buildings,  machinery,  and  tools;  the  wagus  of  the 
persons  employed  in  the  manufactory ;  uie  profits 
on  the  capital  stock  so  employed;  tfae  commia- 


of  ^nts  lo  purchase  them  where  they  an 
maae ;  the  expense  of  transportation  to  the  United 
States,  including  insurance  and  other  ineideatai 
charges;  the  taxes  or  duties,  if  any,  and  fees  of 
office  which  are  paid  vn  their  expiHiation ;  the 
taxes  or  duties,  and  fees  (rf  o^e,  which  are  paid 
on  their  imporiatioo. 

As  to  the  first  of  these  items,  the  cost  of  mate- 
rials, the  a^Ivantaffe,  upon  the  whole,  isat  preaw* 
on  the  side  of  the  Uniled  StatesjBBd  the  dinerenoe 
in  their  favor  must  increase  in  proportion  as  a 
certain  and  exleosive  domestic  demand  rhall  in* 
duce  the  proprietors  of  laud  to  ^f*^*'^  UOte  aT 
their  attention  to  the  production  <^tDOBe  materidc 
It  ou^ht  not  to  escape  observation,  in  a  compBiisoa 
on  this  point,  that  some  of  the  priHoipal  masn- 
facturing  eouniries  of  Euri^ie  are  much  more  de- 
pendent on  forei^  supply  for  the  materials  of 
their  manu&ctnres,  than  would  be  the  Uniled 
States,  who  are  capable  of  sullying  themselves 
with  a  greater  abundance  as  well  as  a  greater  va- 
riety oithe  requisite  materials. 

As  to  the  second  item,  the  expense  of  grounds, 
buildings,  machinery,  sod  tools,  an  eqi^ity  al 
least  may  be  assumed ;  since  advantages  in  some 
particulars  will  counterbalance  temporary  disad- 
vantages in  others. 

As  to  the  third  item,  or  the  article  of  waM 
the  comparison  certainly  turns  against  t^  UwM 
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SiMa ;  (hough,  ■»  before  obserred,  not  in  BO  gKfflt 
a  daree  u  >■  waoxaatAj  aopyMed. 

Tbe  foarth  item  ia  «lifceap^iesbte  to  the  fonign 
aad  to  the  doaM«iic  Bwanuonire.  It  is,  iidaed, 
moK  praperiy  a  reeull  thut  a  particular  to  be 


Bat,  with  reipeot  to  all  the  regyining  items, 
they  are  alone  applicable  to  the  fore^  manufiMi- 
nue,  and  in  dM  Miicteat  wnae  ex^undiDuies ; 
constituting  a  sum  of  anni  chaive  <hi  the  foteiga 
&bric,  whieh  caniMK  be  eetimaled  tt  lees  dwn  from 
ifteen  to  thirty  per  e«M.  on  the  dmi  of  it  at  the 

m^^niifiif  tOry . 

Tbtc  fom  of-  MEtn  eharge  nay  eonfideatly  be 
imrded  as  mora  dkan  a  eonouvpoiee  for  the  real 
difibrence  in  the  prioe  of  labor,  and  is  a  satisfacto- 
ry proof  that  maDuhetures  may  proeper  in  defi- 
uioe  of  it  in  the  United  States. 

To  the  gaoeral  alle^tim,  connected  with  the 
eiacvmstanoee  of  scarcity  of  hands  and  deantcBs  «f 
labor,  that  extensive  manufactures  can  only  grow 
ont  of  a  redondant  or  fall  popolation,  it  w3l  be 
safficimt  to  answer,  geoMBlly,  (bat  the  Act  has 
been  Qlhenrise;  ^at  the  siluatioD  allwed  to  be 
an  asaential  eoDditioDof  soeeesB,  has  mot  been  that 
of  sereial  nations,  at  periods  when  they  had 
already  attained  to  matarity  in  a  variety  ai  mann- 


The  supposed  waM  of  capital  fitr  dte  proseeB- 
tiM  «f  laaonfhctnres  in  the  United  States,  is  the 
moel  indefinite  of  the  objeottons  which  are  Q8«ally 
cq^NMod  to  it.  It  is  veff  dittenlt  to  pronounoe 
anything  precise  coacantmg  the  real  esteotof  the 
monay^  eaptial  of  a  country,  and  still  more  con- 
cotaing  the  proportion  wfaica  it  bears  to  the  ob- 
jecto  Mat  innte  the  em^oyment  of  caiMtal.  It  te 
not  less  diflNult  to  ptcnowtee  how  far  the  effect 
of  any  given  quantity  of  money,  ae  capital,  or,  in 
other  words,  as  a  mMinm  for  circulating  the  in- 
dustry and  property  of  a  nati<»,  nay  be  increased 
by  the  very  cireusastaiice  of  the  adduional  molioit 
which  is  giren  to  it  by  new  objects  of  amploy- 
mant  That  effect,  like  the  momenton  u  de- 
wcadijig  bodies,  tnar  not  improperly  be  te|*eBeM- 
ed  as  in  a  eompooM  ratio  to  mase  and.  velocity. 
It  seenu  pretty  eerlain,  tbat  a  ^ven  sum  of  OKaey, 
in  a  sitoatioB  in  which  the  quick  iaapdseaef  can' 
mareial  aciiTity  were  little  felt,  would  appear  in- 
adequate to  the  circulation  of  as  greet  a  quantity 
of  iMustry  aad  prcqierty^  as  in  one  inwhish  their 
fhU  i^uanee  wys  axpenensed. 

It  is  not  obvioua,  iny  the  same  ohjeetimi  aa^ht 
not  aa  well  be  made  to  external  coeamerM  a*  to 
manufactnre8,siM«  it  is  manif^t  that  out  hamenfe 
tracts  of  land,oocnpied  and  unoooupicd,  are  capa- 
Uc  of  giving  employmeiit  to -more  eapMal  thm  is 
aetnaUy  bestowed  npon  them.  It  is  certain  that 
the  Uoitad  Blates  oSsr  a  laet  fidd  for  the  advaa- 
lageoBs  em^c^meni  of  capital,  but  it  does  not 
fnHlow  that  there  will  not  be  fbund,  in  one  way  or 
anotiwr,  a  lafflcieni  find  for  Ae  sneeeBsfnl  Pfoeo- 
euiion  of  any  speoiee  of  industry  whieh  is  likdy 
to  prove  truly  benf&iaL 

The  ftdlowing  eoundBralHUis  are  of  a  nature  to 
remove  aU  inqmetsde  on  tlie  score  of  want  of  capi- 
tal.   The  inlFodnotioB  aC  bwks,  as  Imb  been  diown 


on  another  oocbMob,  has  a  poworfal  lendeocy  te 
extend  tbe  active  catutal  oi  a  country.  Experi- 
ence of  tiw  utility  of  tlteee  institutions,  ia  muttftly- 
ing  than  in  the  United  States.  It  is  probable  that 
ther  will  be  establi^ed  wherever  they  can  exist 
with  advantage ;  and  wherever  they  can  be  sop- 
ported,  if  admmtstered  wHh  prndeeee,  they  will 
add  new  oiergies  to  all  pecuniary  operations. 
The  aid  ti  foreign  capital  may  safely,  and  with 
coasideraUe  latitude,  be  taken  into  caienlation. 
lainsarumentalitybasbcenlongexperieiKedtnouT 
exieraal  oommeroe ;  and  it  hasHie^m  to  be  felt  in 
various  otber  modee.  Not  only  our  ovni  funds,  bnt 
our  BOTictitture  and  other  internal  improvements, 
have  oeen  Climated  by  it.  It  has  already,  in  a 
few  instances,  extended  even  to  our  manofaotures. 
It  is  a  w«ll  knows  fact,  that  there  are  parts  of 
Burope  which  have  more  capital  than  profitable 
domestic  objects  of  employment.  Hence,  amon^r 
other  proofs,  the  large  loans  continually  furnished 
te  foreign  Statee.  And  it  is  e<iDally  certain  that 
the  oapilal  of  other  parts  may  find  more  profit* 
M*  em]rioyp)tDt  in  the  United  Statee  than  at 
home.  And  notwithstanding  thwe  an  weighty 
inducMuents  to  prefer  the  employment  of  c^tal 
at  hoeae.  even  at  less  profit,  (o  an  investment  of 
it  abroad,  thOa^  widi  greater  gain,  yet  these  in* 
ducements  are  overndM,  either  by  a  deficieacyof 
employment,  or  by  a  vury  matenal  difference  in 
profit.  Both  Aese  caneea  opente  to  produce  a 
ttaaefer  of  foreign  capital  to  the  United  States. 
It  iu  certain  that  various  objeete  in  this  country 
hold  out  advantatfes  which  are  with  diflkuhy  to 
be  equalled  ebew&ere;  aad  under  the  increasingly 
fiiTorafale  impressifwe  which  are  entertained  of 
our  OoretmBent,  theattraetioas  will  beeooM  more 
and  more  strong.  Theee  impression*  will  prove  a 
rich  mine  (rf  proeperity  te  ttM  country,  if  they  are 
confirmed  and  nrengdKned  by  the  prog  i we  <ff 
our  a&irs.  And  to  eeenro  Ais  adyanti^c,  little 
more  is  neecasnry  than  to  Ebeter  indoetiT,  and  cul- 
tivate order  and  tnnqinhty,  atiiona  and  abreud. 

It  is  not  impossiUe  that  Aeee  may  be  persons 
dispoenl  to  look  with  a  iealmts  eye  on  the  intro- 
duettou  of  foreign  eapiRu,  as  if  it  w«r«  an  instru- 
ment to  deprive  Mr  cttisens  of  the  profits  of  our 
own  indUBtry;  hut,  pei^^K,  there  never  could  be 
a  more  uur^sooaMe  jealousy.  Instead  of  being 
viewed  as  a  rival,  it  (>Bght  %o  be  considered  as  a 
most  valnatfie  auxiliary,  canduaiag  to  pot  in  mo- 
tion a  greater  ^puntity  of  productive  labor,  and  a 
greater  portion  of  useful  enterprise,  Aan  could 
exist  without  it  It  is  at  least  vrident,  that  in  a 
country  situated  tike  the  United  SiatM,  with  an 
infinite  fund  of  resources  yet  to  be  imfoUed,  every 
&i4ingoffot«wttcapltal  which  is  laid  out  in  " 
ternal  amelietattons,  and  in  induMrious  ealatli 


nents  oTa  pettnaneot  nature,  is  a  precious  acqui- 
sition. And  whatever  be  the  ottjecte  whieh  engi- 
nally  attract  foreign  capital,  when  once  intiodnoM 
it  may  be  diteeted  towanb  any  puifose  of  beoe- 
Aolal  exertioa  which  is  desired.  And  to  detain  it 
aeaoBg  us,  thera  can  be  no  expedient  so  effeotual 
as  to  enlarge  the  sphere  within  which  it  may  be 
aselbUy  employed:  though  iotreducad  lucTdy  with 
views  to  specuUtions  in  the  fbnds,  it  may  after- 
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wards  be  rendeted  subBervient  to  the 
agriculture,  comnierce,  and  mRnufactures. 

Out  the  atiraciion  uf  foreign  capital  for  the  di- 
rect purpose  of  naaaufaciures,  ought  nol  to  be 
deemed  a  chimerical  eipectatioa.  There  are  al- 
ready examples  of  it,  as  remarked  in  another  place ; 
and  (he  examples,  if  the  disposition  be  culLvated, 
can  hardly  fail  to  multiply.  There  are,  also,  is' 
stancefl  of  anothet  kind,  which  serve  to  streogUieD 
the  expectation ;  enterprises  for  improving  the 
public  communications,  by  cutting  canals,  opening 
the  obstructions  in  rivers,  and  erecting  bridges,  have 
received  very  material  aid  from  the  same  source. 

When  the  manufacluriiig  capitalist  of  Europe 
shall  advert  to  the  many  important  advantages 
which  have  been  intimated  in  the  course  of  this 
Beport,  he  cannot  but  perceive  very  powerful  in- 
ducements to  a  transfer  of  himself  and  bis  capi- 
tal to  tbe  United  States.  Among  the  reflections, 
which  a  most  interesting  peculiarity  of  situation 
is  calculated  to  suggest,  it  cannot  escape  his  ob- 
servation, aa  a  circumstance  of  moment  in  the 
calculation,  that  tbe  pri^essive  population  and 
improvement  of  the  United  States,  maure  a  con- 
tinually increaaing  domestic  demand  for  the  fa- 
brics which  be  shall  produce,  not  to  be  affected  by 
any  external  casualties  or  vicissitudes. 

But  while  there  are  circumstances  sufficiently 
strong  to  authorize  a  considerable  degree  of  reh- 
ance  on  the  aid  of  foreign  capital,  towards  tbe  at- 
tainment of  the  object  in  view,  it  is  satisfactory 
to  have  good  grounds  of  assiu-ance  that  there  are 
domestic  resources  of  themselves  adequate  to  it. 
It  happens  that  there  isaspeciesof  capital,actually 
eiisiuw  within  the  United  States,  which  relieves 
from  a&  inguiecude  on  tbe  score  of  want  of  capi- 
tal—this is  tbe  Funded  Debt. 

The  effect  of  a  Funded  Debt,  as  a  species  of 
capital,  has  been  noticed  upon  a  foimer  occa«i(Mi ; 
but  a  more  particular  elucidation  of  tbe  point 
seems  to  be  required  by  the  stress  which  is  here 
laid  upon  it :  this  shall  accordingly  be  attempted. 

Public  funds  answer  the  pumise  of  capital 
from  tbe  estimation  in  wbicn  they  are  usually 
held  by  mcmeyed  men,  and  consequently  from  the 
ease  and  despatch  with  which  they  can  be  turned 
into  money.  This  capacity  of  prompt  converti- 
bility into  money  causes  a  transfer  of  stock  to  be 
in  a  great  number  of  cases  equivalent  to  a  pay- 
ment in  coin ;  and  where  it  does  not  happen  to 
suit  the  party  who  is  to  receive,  to  accept  a  trans- 
fer of  stock,  the  party  who  is  to  pay  is  never  at  a 
loss  to  find  elsewhere  a  purchaser  of  his  stock, 
who  will  furnish  him  in  lieu  of  it  with  the  coin 
of  which  he  stands  in  need. 

Hence  in  a  sound  and  settled  state  of  tbe  public 
funds,  a  man  poasessed  of  a  sum  in  them  can  em- 
brace any  scheme  of  business  which  ofi^ts  with 
as  much  confidence  as  if  he  were  possessed  of  an 
equal  sum  in  coin. 

This  operation  of  public  funds^as  capital,  is  too 
obvious  to  be  denied ;  but  it  is  objected  to  the  idea 
of  their  operating  as  an  augmentation  of  the  capi- 
tal of  the  commnnity  that  they  serve  to  occasion 
the  demtmction  of  some  other  capital  to  an  equal 


The  capital  which  alone  they  can  be  snpi 
to  destroy  must  consist  of  the  aimual  revi 
which  is  applied  to  the  payment  of  interest  on 
the  Debt,  and  to  tbe  gradual  redemption  of  tbe 
principal.  The  amount  of  tbe  coin,  which  i* 
employed  in  circulating  tbe  funds,  or,  ut  otha 
words,  in  effecting  the  different  alienations  which 
tbey  undergo. 

But  the  following  appears  to  be  the  true  and 
accurate  view  of  tbis  matter: 

1.  As  to  the  point  of  tbe  armual  revenue  reqai- 
site  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  redemption  (tf 
principal. 

As  a  determinate  proportion  will  tend  to  pei- 
smcuity  in  the  reasoning,  let  it  be  supposed  that 
the  annual  revenue  to  be  implied  corresponding 
with  the  modification  of  the  six  per  cent.  stocE 
of  the  United  States  is  in  the  ratio  of  eight  npoQ 
the  hundred ;  that  is,  in  the  first  instance,  six  « 
account  of  interest,  and  two  on  account  of  pria- 
cipal. 

Thus  far  it  is  evident  that  the  capital  destroyed 
to  the  capital  created  would  bear  no  greater  jho- 
portion  than  eight  to  one  hundred.  Tbere  would 
be  withdrawn  from  the  total  mass  of  other  caat- 
tals  a  sum  of  eisht  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  public 
creditor,  while  he  would  be  possessed  of  a  stun  of 
one  hundred  dollars,  ready  to  be  applied  to  anv 
purpose,  to  be  embarked  in  any  enterprise  which 
mignt  appear  to  him  eligible.  Here,  then,  the 
augmentation  of  capital,  or  tbe  excess  ot  that 
which  is  produced  beyond  that  which  is  destroyed, 
is  equal  to  ninety-two  dollars. 

To  this  conclusion  it  may  be  objected,  that  the 
sum  of  eight  dollars  is  to  be  withdrawn  annuaUy, 
until  the  whole  hundred  is  extinsuisbed ;  and  it 
may  be  interred  that  in  process  lu  tiow  a  ca|Htal 
will  be  destroyed  equal  to  that  which  is  at  fim 

But  it  isnevertheless  true  that  during  the  whtde 
of  the  interval  between  the  creation  of  the  eapttal  of 
one  hundred  dollars  and  its  reduction  to  a  sum 
not  greater  than  that  of  the  annual  revenue  ap- 
propriated to  its  redemption,  there  wiUbe  a  Ereatei 
active  capital  in  existence  than  if  no  debt  had 
been  contracted.    The  sum  drawn  from  other  ca- 

Cis  in  any  one  year  will  not  exceed  eight  dol- 
;  but  (here  will  be  at  every  instant  of  time 
during  the  whole  period  in  question  a  sum  cor- 
responding with  so  much  of  the  principal  as  re- 
mains unredeemed  in  the  bands  of  some  person 
or  other  employed,  or  ready  to  be  employedj  in 
some  profitable  undertaking.  There  wilf  therefore 
constantly  be  more  capital  incapacity  to  be  employ- 
ed than  caintaltakenfrom  employment.  Theexcess 
for  the  first  year  has  been  stated  to  be  ninety-two 
dollars;  it  will  diminish  yearly;  but  there  always  will 
beouexcessuntiltheprincipaloftheDebtis  brought 
to  a  level  with  the  redeeming  annuity  ;  that  is,  in 
the  case  which  has  been  assumed  by  way  of  euun- 
ple,  to  $8.  Tbe  reality  of  this  excess  becomes  palpa- 
ble, if  it  be  supposed,  as  often  happens,  that  the 
citizen  of  a  foreu^n  country  imports  mto  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  $100  for  the  purchase  of  an  equal  sum 
of  Public  Debt ;  here  is  an  abK^ute  augmematioa 
of  the  mass  of  circulating  ooln  to  the  extent  of 
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cue  haiidreil  dollan.  At  the  end  of  a  yew  the 
foreigner  is  presumed  to  deaw  back  eight  doUan 
on  accouui  of  hii  principal  and  interest,  but  he 
atill  leaves  ninety-two  of  nis  original  deposiie  in 
circulation,  as  he  in  tike  mannei  leaves  eighty- 
foiu  at  the  end  of  the  second  yesT,  drawing  oack 
then  also  the  annuity  of  eight  doUars;  and  thus 
the  matter  proceeds;  the  capital  left  in  circulation 
diminishing  each  year,  and  ccHniog  nearer  to  the 
level  of  the  annuity  drawn  back.  There,  are  how- 
ever some  differences  in  theuhimateoperalicai  of  the 


But  the  general  effect  in  each  case,  though  in  dif- 
ferent degrees,  is  to  add  to  the  active  capital  of 
the  country. 

Hitherto  the  reasoning  has  proceeded  on  a 
cession  of  the  position,  that  there  is  a  destruc 
of  some  other  capital  to  the  extent  of  the  anc 
appropriated  to  Uie  payment  of  the  interest 
tae  redemption  of  the  principal  of  the  Debt ;  but 
ia  this  too  much  has  been  conceded.  There  is  at 
most  a  temporan-  transfer  of  some  other  capital, 
to  the  amount  of  the  aanuity,  from  those  who  pay, 
to  the  creditor  who  receives;  which  he  again  re- 
stores to  the  circulation  to  resume  the  offices  of  a 
capital.  This  he  does  either  immediately  by  em- 
ploying the  money  in  some  branch  of  industry,  or 
immediatelyby  lendingit  to  someother  person,  who 
does  so  employ  it,  or  oy  spending  it  on  his  own 
maimtenance.  In  either  supposition,  there  is  no 
destruction  of  capital ;  there  is  nothing  more  than 
a  suspension  of  its  motion  for  a  time ;  that  is, 
while  it  is  passing  from  the  hands  of  those  who 
pay  into  the  pnbUc  coffers  and  thence  through  the 
punlic  creditor  into  some  other  channel  of  circu- 
ulion.  When  the  pevments  of  interest  are  peri- 
odical and  quick,  and  made  by  the  instrument- 
ality of  banlcs,  the  diversion  or  suspension  of 
capital  may  almost  be  denominated  momentary. 
Hence  the  deduction  on  this  accoimt  is  far  less' 
than  it  at  first  sight  appears  to  be. 

There  is  evidently, as  faf  as reg^T^  theumoity, 
no  destruction  or  transfer  of  roy  other  capital 
than  that  portion  of  the  income  of  each  indivi- 
dual, which  goes  to  make  np  the  annuity.  The 
land  which  lurnishes  the  farmer  with  uie  sum 
which  he  is  to  contribute  remains  the  same ;  and 
the  like  may  be  observed  of  other  eajutals.  In- 
deed, as  far  as  the  ta^  which  is  the  object  of  con- 
tribution (as  frequently  happens  when  it  does  not 
oppress  by  its  wetght)imay  have  been  a  motive 
to  greater  exertion  in  any  occupation ;  it  may 
even  aerve  to  increase  the  contributory  capital: 
this  idea  is  not  without  importance  in  the  general 
view  of  the  subject. 

It  remains  to  see  what  further  deduction  ought 
to  be  made  from  the  capital  which  is  created  by 
the  existence  of  the  Debt  on  account  of  the  coin 
which  is  employed  in  its  circulation.  This  is  sus- 
ceptible of  mncn  less  precise  calculation  than  the 
article  which  has  been  just  discussed.  It  is  im- 
possible to  say  what  proportiou  of  coin  is  nece«- 
tary  to  carry  on  the  alienations  which  any  species 
ot  properly  usually  undergoes :  the  quantity,  in- 
deed, varira,  according  to  circumatattces.    Bat  it 


may  still,  without  hesitatipnj  be  {nonotmced,  from 
the  quickness  of  the  rotation,  or  rather  of  the 
transitions  that  the  medium  of  circulation,  always 
bears  but  a  small  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the 
property  circulated.  And  it  is  thence  salisftcto- 
rily  deduciUe  that  the  coin  employed  in  the  ne- 

Stiations  of  the  funds,  and  wnicD  serve  to  sire 
em  activity  as  cmpital,  is  incomparaUy  less  tnan 
of  the  Debt  negotiated  tor  the  purpose  of 


It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  omitted,  that  the 
negotiation  of  the  funds  becomes  itself  a  distinct 
business,  which  employs,  and  by  employing  di- 
verts a  portion  of  the  circulating  ci»n  from  other 
pursuits ;  but,  making  due  allowance  for  this  cir- 
cumstance, there  is  no  reason  to  conclude  that 
the  effect  of  the  diversion  of  coin  in  the  whrfe 
operation  bears  any  considerable  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  the  captal  to  which  it  gives  activity. 
The  sum  of  the  Debt  in  circulation  is  continually 
at  the  command  of  any  useful  enterprise ;  the  coin 
itself  which  circulates  it  is  never  more  than  mo- 
mentarily suspended  from  its  ordinary  functions. 
It  experiences  an  incessant  and  rapid  flnz  and  re< 
thix  to  and  hom  the  channels  of  industry  to  tboae 
of  speculations  in  die  fimds. 

There  are  strong  circumstaiicea  in  confirmation 
of  thiatheory.  Theforceofmoneyedcapital which 
has  been  displayed  in  Great  Britam,  and  the  height 
to  which  every  species  of  industry  has  grown  up 
under  it,  defy  a  solution  from  the  quantity  of  coin 
which  that  Kincdom  has  ever  possessed.  Ao- 
cordingly  it  has  Men  coeval  with  its  Funding  Sys- 
tem, the  prevailing  opinion  of  die  men  of  busi- 
ness, and  of  the  generality  of  the  most  sagacious 
theorists  of  that  country^  Uial  the  operauon  of  the 
public  funds  as  capital  has  contributed  to  the  ef- 
fect in  quesdon.  Among  ourselves  appearances 
thus  far  favor  the  same  conclu^on.  uidnstry  in 
general  seems  to  have  been  reanimated.  There 
are  symptoms  indicating  an  extension  of  our  com- 
merce. Our  navigation  has  cetlainly  of  late  had 
a  considerable  snnDg ;  and  there  appears  to  be  in 
many  parts  of  tne  Union  a  command  of  capital, 
which,  till  lately,  since  the  Revolution  at  least, 
was  unknown.  But  it  is  at  the  same  dme  to  be 
acknowledged  that  other  circumstances  hare  con- 
curred, and  in  a  great  degree,  in  producing  the 
present  state  of  thiogs,  and  that  the  appeaianoes 
are  not  yet  sufficiently  decisive  to  be  entirely  re- 
in the  ipiestjon  under  discussion,  it  is  import- 
ant to  distinguish  between  an  absolute  increase  of 
capital,  or  an  accession  of  real  wealth  and  an  arti- 
ficial increase  of  capital,  as  an  engine  of  business 
or  as  an  instrument  of  industry  and  commerce. 
In  the  first  sense,  a  Funded  Debt  has  no  j«eten- 
sions  to  being  deemed  an  increase  of  capital;  in 
the  last,  it  h^  pretensions  which  are  poi  easy  to 
be  cODtroTerted.  Of  a  similar  nature  is  bonk  cre- 
dit, and,  in  an  inferior  degree,  every  species  of 
private  credit- 
But  though  a  Funded  Debt  is  not  in  the  first 
instance  an  absolute  ineteaM  of  capital  or  an  ang- 
mentatton  of  real  wealth,  yet  by  *erviiu>  as  a  new 
power  in  the  operations  of  industry,  it  has,  within 
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certain  hniwiiii,  a  tendency  to  inereaae  the  raal 
wealth  of  a  commonity ;  in  like  manner  as  sioney 
bonowed  by  a  titnfty  numer,  (o  be  kid  oi^t  in  the 
improYement  of  his  fanu  may,  in  the  end,  add  to 
his  itoek  of  real  richei. 

Tliere  are  respectable  individuals  who,  irom  a 
jtut  avertion  to  an  nccumulation  of  Public  Debt, 
are  imwilUng  to  concede  to  it  any  kind  of  utility, 
who  can  discern  no  good  to  alleviate  the  ill  wiu 
which  they  suppose  it  pcegnant,  who  cmmot  b« 
persuaded  that  it  ought  m  any  auise  to  be  viewed 
as  an  increase  of  capital,iett  it  should  be  inferred 
that  the  more  debt  (ne  more  oapital— the  greater 
the  burdens  the  gteatcr  the  blessings  of  the  oom- 
aity. 


Neither  will  it  follow  that  an  ae«umalation  of 
Debt  is  desirable,  because  a  certain  detpree  of  it 
operates  as  capilaL  Thore  maV  be  a  pTechora  in 
the  political  as  in  the  naioial  body  |  there  may  be  a 
state  of  things  in  which  aay  siwn  artificial  capital 
is  unnecessary.  The  Debt,  too,  may  he  swelled 
to  such  a  siae  as  that  the  greatest  pMt  of  it  may 
cease  to  be  useful  as  a  capital,  aerviag  only  to 
pamper  the  dissipalion  of  idle  and  disnoTule  indi* 
vidtwls ;  as  that  the  sums  re<|uired  to  pay  the  in- 
terart  vpm  it  nwy become  oppressive,  ana  beyond 
th«  mean*  which  a  GoTecnm«i>t  can  emfrioy  cmi- 
si«t«ntly  with  its  ttanqnilily  to  raise  them;  «« 
that  the  leaonrees  of  taxation  to  iace  the  Debt 
may  ba'n  been  strained  too  far  to  a^nit  of  extm- 
siona  adcqtMe  to  exigeaeiM  which  regtvd  the 
public  aa&tr. 

^f%cre  tkis  erilical  point  is,  caanot  be  pro* 
nouneed ;  but  it  is  impoetihle  to  beUere  diat  there 
is  not  Auch  a  poinL 

And  as  the  viciaeitadas  «f  nations  beget  a  pet- 
p«tMid  tendency  to  the  aocamulatiaa  of  Debt, 
there  oagbt  to  be  in  ewy  Qovemment  a  pw- 
peoial,  aniiouB,  and  unceatuDg  effort  to  redoce 
that,  much  at  any  titne  exials,  as  &st  as  shall  be 
practicable,  conaistently  wilk  integrity  and  good 

ReaaoningB  on  a  solyeet  eompiehending  ideas 
so  afaitraet  and  complex,  so  little  reducible  to  pre- 
cise ealcolatioa  as  those  which  enter  into  the 
question  jtist  discussed,  are  always  attended  with 
a  daager  of  nmning  into  fallacies ;  doe  allowance 
ought  therefore  to  be  ma^  fbr  this  poMiUlily. 
Bob  aa  far  BE  the  nature  of  Dm  mlqeet  admits  of 
it,  twre  appeaiv  to  be  sati^otory  gnoad  for  a 
belttf  that  the  public  fonds  operate  as  a  resotirce 
of  cantal  to  the  citizens  at  the  United  Btatts, 
and  if  they  aie  a  reaonice  at  all,  it  is  an  extensive 

To  dl  the  argTOMOtB  which  are  bronght  to 
CTinee  tlu  impractiealMlity  of  socoess  in  manu- 
facturing establishments  in  the  United  States,  it 
ought  have  been  a  saCcient  answer  to  have  re- 
fernd  to  the  experience  of  iriiat  has  been  already 
done.  It  is  certtia  that  several  important  branches 
hsnegfown  up  andftowished  with  a  laptdky  wlueh 


I.  Wains.  Tanited  and  tawed  leader,  dressed 
skins,  shoes,  boots,  and  slippers ;  harness  aiMl  ^^ 
dlery  of  all  kinds  iportaHnteaos  and  trmks;  ka- 
thei  breeebee,  gloves,  muft,  and  tippets ;  parch- 
ment and  glue. 

li.  Of  iron.  Bar  and  sheet  iron,  steel,  nail  nA, 
and  nails;  imfdements  of  husbandry ;  stoves,  pots 
and  other  household  utensils ;  the  steel  and  ova 
work  of  carriages  and  for  ship  building ;  anehon 
scale  beams  and  weis^ts,  and  various  loc^  at 
artificers;  aims  of  dilferent  kinds:  thou^  the 
manu&ctuie  of  these  last  has  of  tote  diminished 
for  want  of  demand. 

III.  Of  wood.  Ships,  caUnet  wares,  and  tnme- 
ry ;  wool  and  cotton  cards,  and  other  machin«y 
for  manofactiires  and  btisbasdry;  mathematical 
instruments ;  coopers'  warea  of  every  kind. 

IV.  Of  flax  and  hemp.  Gables,  sailcloth,  cor^ 
age,  twiniL  and  packthread. 

V.  Bricks  ana  coarse  tiles,  and  potters'  wares. 

VI.  Ardent  spirits  and  malt  liquors. 

VII.  Writing  aid  miBttittpaper,  sheathing  and 
wrappin^^per,  pa8tnK]ards,nllers  or  presspapers, 
paperhawBgs. 

VIIL  Hats  of  fur  and  wool  and  of  mixttuee  et 
both.  Woman's  stoffand  silk  shoes. 

IX.  Refined  Migara. 

X.  Oils  of  aniinala  aad  seeds;  soap,  spermaceti 
and  tallow  candles. 

XI.  Copper  and  Iwass  wares,  particularly  nten- 
sils  for  distillers,  sunr  refiners,  and  brewers ;  andi- 
n>DB  and  other  articite  for  househcdd  use  ;  philo- 
so^eal  aj^Mratas. 

XII.  Tin  wares  for  most  purposes  of  ordinary 
use. 

XIII.  Oanieges  of  all  kinds. 

XIV.  Snn^  dMwiag  aad  smoking  tobacco. 

XV.  Staroh  aad  bairpowdct . 

XVI.  Lampbtack,and  other  painters'colors. 
XVU.  Ouapoanler. 

Besides  manofhctories  of  these  articles,  which 
are  carried  on  as  regular  trades,  aad  have  attained 
to  aconadei^ledegreeof  maturity,  there  is  a  vast 
scene  of  boaselurid  maDofacturtng,  which  ceo- 
tribute*  more  toi^y  to  the  supply  of  the  comma- 
niiy  than  coold  be  imagined  witiiont  having  made 
it  an  object  of  |i«rtieutor  inqniry.  This  obsova- 
ticB  is  tne  pleanag  tcnilt  m  the  investigation  to 
whwh  the  street  of  this  Rimort  has  led, and  is  ap* 
plicable  as  well  to  the  Southern  as  to  the  HiddW 
and  Northern  States.  Great  qnantities  of  coane 
cloths,  ooMtngs^  serges,  and  flannels,  tinsey-wocd- 
eey^  hosiery  of^  wool,  cotton,  and  thread,  coarse 
fustians,  jeans  aad  mu^ns,  checked  and  striped 
cottMi  and  linen  goods,  bedticks,  coverlets  and 
conutopanes,  tow  Imens,  coarse  shirting  sheeV 
ings,  towelins  and  table  linen,  and  various  miz- 
lures  of  worn  and  cotton,  and  erf  cotton  and  flax, 
are  made  in  the  hoosehoU  way,  aad,  in  many  in- 
stances, to  an  extent  not  oal^  suSeient  for  the 
supply  of  the  families  in  which  they  are  made, 
but  for  sale,  and  even  in  stnne  coses  for  exporta- 
tion.   It  is  computed,  in  a  numberof  districts,  that 
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two-thirds,  three-fonrlha,  and  eveD  four-fifths  of 
ali  the  clothioe  of  ihe  inhabitaots  are  made  by 
themselves.  The  importance  of  so  great  a  pro- 
gress as  appears  to  have  been  made  in  family  ma- 
nufactures, within  a  few  yeara,  both  in  a  moral 
and  political  view,  readers  the  lact  highly  iate- 

Neither  does  the  above  enuibnation  compre- 
hend all  the  articles  that  are  manufactoreo  as 
tegular  trades.  Many  others,  occur,  which  are 
equally  welt  established,  but  which  not  being  of 
equal  importance  have  been  omitted.  And  there 
are  many  attempts,  still  in  their  infancy,  which. 


thoiu 


Ther 


have  been  properly  comprised 

n  of  manufactories  already  established. 

other  articles,  also,  of  great  importi 


are  omitted,  as  being  i aimed ialely  connected  with 
husbandry — such  are  flour,potana  pearl  ash,  pitch, 
tar,  turpentine,  and  the  like. 

There  remams  to  be  noticed  an  objection  to  the 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  of  a  nature  dif- 
ferent from  those  which  question  the  probability 
of  success.  This  is  derived  from  its  supposed  ten- 
dency to  give  a  monopoly  of  advantages  to  par- 
ticular classes,  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the 
community,  who,  it  is  affirmeiL  would  be  able  to 
procure  the  requisite  supplies  of  manufactured  ar- 
ticles on  better  terms  from  foreigners  than  from 
our  own  citizens,  and  who^  it  is  alleged,  are  re- 
duced to  a  necessity  of  paying  an  enhanced  price 
for  whatever  they  want  bj[  every  measure  which 
obstructs  the  free  competition  of  foreign  commo- 

It  is  not  an  utu:easonable  supposition  dtat  mea- 
sures which  serve  to  abridge  the  free  competition 
of  foreign  articles  have  a  tendency  to  occasion  an 
enhancement  of  prices,  and  it  is  not  to  be  denied 
that  such  is  the  effect  in  a  number  of  caaes;  but 
the  fact  does  not  uniformly  correspond  with  the 
thewy,  A  reduction  of  prices  has,  in  several  in- 
stances, immediately  succeeded  the  establishment 
of  a  domestic  manujacture.  Whether  it  be  that 
foreign  manufacturers  endeavor  to  supplant  by  un- 
derselling our  own,  or  whatever  else  nc  thecause, 
the  effect  has  been  such  as  is  slated,  and  Ihe  re- 
Terse  of  what  might  have  been  expected. 

But  though  it  were  true  tliat  the  immediate  and 
certain  effect  of  regulations  controlling  the  com- 
petition of  foreign  with  domestic  fabrics  was  an 
mcrease  of  price,  it  is  universally  true  that  the 
contrary  is  the  ultimate  effect  with  every  success- 
ful manufacture.  When  a  domestic  numufacture 
has  attained  to  perfection,  and  has  engaged  in  the 
^osecution  of  it  a  competent  number  of  persons, 
tt  invariably  becomes  cneaper.  Being  free  from 
the  heavy  charges  which  attend  the  importation 
of  foreign  commodities,  it  can  be  afforded,  and  ac- 
cordingly seldom  or  never  fails  to  be  sold  cheaper, 
in  process  of  time,  than  was  the  foreign  article  for 
which  it  is  a  snbsiitute.  The  internal  competi- 
tion which  lakes  place  soon  does  away  every  thing 
like  monopoly,  and  by  degrees  reduces  the  price 
of  the  article  to  the  mmimum  of  a  reasonable  pro- 
fit on  the  capital  employed.  This  accords  with 
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community,  with  a  view  to  eventual  and  perma- 
nent economy,  to  encourage  the  growth  uf  manu- 
factures. In  a  national  view,  a  temporary  en- 
hancement of  price  muai  always  be  wefl  compen- 
sated by  a  permanent  reduction  of  it. 

It  is  a  reflection  which  may  with  propriety  be 
indulged  here,  that  this- eventual  diminution  c^ 
the  prices  of  manufactured  articles,  which  is  the 
result  of  internal  manufacturing  establishments, 
bas  a  direct  and  very  important  tendency  to  bene- 
fit agriculture.  It  enables  the  farmer  to  procure 
with  a  smaller  quantity  of  his  labor  the  manufac- 
tured produce  of  which  he  stands  in  need,  and 
consequently  increases  the  value  of  his  income  and 


The  objections  which  are  commonly  mode  to 
the  expediency  of  encouraging  and  to  the  proba- 
bility of  succeeding  in  maoutacttuing  pursuits  in 
the  Uoited  States,  having  now  been  discussed,  the 
consideration  a  which  have  appeared  in  the  course 
of  the  discussion,  recommending  that  species  of 
industry  to  the  patronage  of  the  QovemmenL  will 
be  materially  strengthened  by  a  few  general  and 
some  particular  fopics,  which  have  been  naturally 
reserved  for  subsequent  notice. 

1.  There  seems  to  be  a  moral  certainty  that  the 
trade  of  a  conatry  which  is  both  manufacturing 
and  agricultural  will  be  more  lucrative  and  pros- 
perous than  that  of  a  country  which  is  merely  ag- 
ricultural. One  reason  for  this  is  found  in  that 
general  effort  of  nations  (which  has  been  already 
mentioned)  to  procure  from  their  own  soils  the 
articles  of  prime  necessity  requisite  to  their  own 
consumption  and  use,  and  which  serves  to  render 
their  demand  for  a  foreign  supply  of  such  articles 
inagreatdegreeoccasionalandcontingent.  Hence, 
whue  the  necessities  of  nations  exclusively  devot- 
ed to  agriculture  for  the  fabrics  of  manufacturing 
States  are  constant  and  regular,  the  wants  of  the 
latter  for  the  products  of  the  former  are  liable  to 
very  considerable  fluctuations  and  interruptions. 
The  great  inequalities  resulting  from  difference  of 
seasons  have,been  elsewhere  reparked.  This  uni- 
fonnily  of  demand  on  the  one  side,  and  unsteadi- 
ness of  it  on  the  other,  must  necessarily  have  a 
tendency  to  cause  the  Eeneral  course  of  the  ex- 
change of  comoiodities  between  the  parties  to  turn 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  merely  agricultural 
Slates.  Peculiarity  of  situation,  a  climate  and 
soil  adapted  to  the  production  of  peculiar  commo- 
dities, may  sometimes  eontiadict  the  rule;  but 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be 
found  in  the  main  a  jusi  one. 

Another  circumstance  which  gives  a  superiori- 
ty of  commercial  advantages  to  States  that  manu- 
facture as  wefl  as  cultivate,  conusts  in  the  more 
numerous  attractions  which  a  more  diversified 
market  offers  to  foreign  customers,  and  in  the 
greater  scope  which  it  affords  to  mercantile  enter- 
prise. It  is  a  position  of  indisputable  truth  in  com- 
merce, depending,  too,  on  very  obvious  reasons, 
that  the  greatest  resort  will  ever  be  to  those  marta 
where  commodities,  while  equally  abundant,  are 
most  various.    Eacn  difference  of  kind  holds  out 
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an  additional  inducemeal ;  uid  it  is  a  poeitioD  not 
less  clear,  that  the  field  of  enterprise  must  be  en- 
larged  lo  themerchantsof  a  country  in  proportion 
to  the  variety  as  weU  as  the  abandance  of  com- 
modities which  they  find  at  home  foT  exportation 
to  fotei^  markets. 

A  third  circumstance,  perhaps  not  ioferior  to 
eilber  of  the  other  two,  conferring  the  anperiority 
which  has  been  stated,  has  relation  to  the  stagna- 
tioDS  of  demand  for  certain  ioilniuodities  whicn  at 
Gome  time  or  other  interfere  more  or  less  with  the 
sale  of  all.  The  nation  whic^  can  bring  to  mar- 
ket but  few  articles  is  likely  to  be  more  qUickly 
and  sensibly  affected  by  sucn  stagnations  than  one 
which  is  alwap  possessed  of  a  great  variety  of 
commodities.  The  former  frequently  finds  t 
great  a  portion  of  its  stock  of  materials  foi  sale 
exchuige  lying  on  hand,  or  is  obl^ed  to  make 
injurious  sacrifices  lo  supply  its  wants  of  foreign 
articles,  which  are  numerous  and  urgent  in  pro- 
portion to  the  smallness  of  the  number  of  its  own. 
The  lallet  commonly  finds  itself  indemnified  by 
tb<e  high  prices  of  some  articles  for  the  low  prices 
of  others;  and  the  prompt  and  advantageous  sale 
of  those  articles  which  are  in  demand  enables  its 
merchants  the  better  to  wait  (<x  a  favorable  change 
in  respect  to  those  which  are  not.  There  is  ground 
to  believe  that  a  difierence  of  situation  in  this  p«J- 
ticular  has  immensely  different  effects  upon  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  nations. 

From  these  circumstances,  collectively,  two  im- 
portant inferences  are  to  be  drawn— one,  ihal  there 
IB  always  a  higher  probability  of  a  favorable  ha- 
lance  of  trade  m  regard  to  countries  in  which  ma- 
ituhcture«t,  founded  on  the  basis  of  a  thriving  agri- 
culture, flourish,  than  in  regard  to  those  which 
are  confined  wholly  or  almost  wholly  to  agricul- 
ture ;  the  other  (wnich  is  also  a  consequence  of 
the  first  J  that  countries  of  the  former  descripti 
are  likely  to  possess  more  pecuniary  wealth, 
money,  tnan  those  of  the  latter. 

Facts  appear  to  correspond  with  thisconclusii 
The  importations  of  manufactured  supplies  seem 
invariahly  to  drain  the  merely  agricultural  people 
of  their  wealth.  Let  the  situation  of  the  manu- 
facturing countries  of  Europe  be  compared  in  this 
particular  with  that  of  countries  which  only  cul- 
tivate, and  the  disparity  will  be  striking.  Other 
causes,  it  is  true,  tielp  to  account  for  this  disparity 
between  some  of  them,  and,  among  these  causes, 
the  relative  state  of  agriciilture;  but,  between 
others  of  them,  the  most  prominent  circumstance 
of  dissimilitude  arises  from  the  comparative  state 
of  matt ufac lures.  In  corroboration'  of  the  same 
idea,  it  ought  not  lo  escape  remark,  that  the  West 
India  Islands,  the  soils  oi  which  are  the  most  fer- 
tile, and  the  nation  which  in  the  greatest  degree 
supplies  the  Test  of  the  world  with  precious  me- 
tals, exchange  to  a  loss  with  almost  every  other 
country.  As  far  as  experience  at  home  may  guide, 
it  will  lead  to  the  same  conclnsion.  Previous  to 
the  Revolution,  the  quantity  of  coin  possessed  by 
the  Colonies  which  now  compose  the  United 


manufactures  have  most  increased  have  recovered 
safest  from  the  injuries  of  the  late  war,  and  abound 

OBt  in  pecuniary  resources. 

It  ought  to  be  admitted,  however,  in  this,  as  in 
the  preceding  case,  that  causes  irrelative  to  the 
state  of  manufactures,  account  in  a  degree,  fbr 
the  phenomena  remarked.  The  continue  pro- 
grets  of  new  settlements  has  a  naiura)  lendeoey 
[0  occasion  an  imfarorable  balance  of  trade,  thouga 
it  indemnifies  for  the  inconvenience  by  that  in- 
crease of  the  national  capital  which  fiows  from 
the  conversion  of  waste  into  improved  lands ;  and 
the  different  degrees  of  external  commerce  which 
are  carried  on  by  the  difibrent  Btates  may  make 
material  differences  in  the  comparative  state  of 
their  wealth.  The  first  circumstance  has  refer- 
ence to  the  deficiency  of  coin  and  the  increase  of 
debt  previous  to  the  Revohilion ;  the  last  to  the 
advantages  which  the  most  manufacturing  Slates 
appear  to  have  enjoyed  over  the  others  since  the  ter- 
mination of  the  late  war.  But  theuniform  appeal- 
ance  of  an  abundanee  of  specie,  as  the  concomitant 
ofaflourishiiiKstateofmanutactnresjaDd  of  there- 
verse,  where  iney  do  not  prevail,  afford  a  stnng 
presumption  of  their  favorable  operation  upon  the 
wealth  of  a  country.  Not  only  the  wealth,  bnl 
the  independence  and  security  of  a  country,  ap- 
pear to  be  materially  connected  with  the  pro»- 
petity  of  manufactures.  Eveiy  natioii.  with  a 
view  lo  those  great  (Ejects,  ought  to  endeavor  lo 
possess  within  itself  all  the  essentials  of  national 
supply.  These  comprise  the  means  of  subsistence, 
haoitation,  clothing,  and  defence.  The  possession 
of  these  is  necessary  to  the  perfection  of  the  body 
politic,  to  the  safety  as  well  as  to  the  welfare  of 
the  society.  The  want  of  either  b  the  w«nt  of 
an  important  organ  of  political  life  and  motion; 
and  in  the  various  crises  which  await  a  Slate  it 
must  severely  feel  the  eSects  of  such  d^ciency. 
The  extreme  embarrassments  of  the  United  Stales 
dniing  the' late  war  from  an  incapacity  of  supply- 
ing themselves,  are  still  matter  of  keen  recdlec- 
tion.  A  future  war  might  be  expected,  again  to 
exemplify  the  mischiefs  and  dangers  of  a  situa- 
tion to  which  that  incapacity  is  still  in  too  great 
a  degree  applicable,  unless  changed  by  timely  and 
vigorous  exertions.  To  effect  this  change^as  fast 
as  shall  be  prudent,  merits  all  the  attention  and 
all  the  zeal  of  our  public  councils.     It  is  the  next 

S'eal  work  to  be  accomplished.  The  want  of  a 
avy  to  protect  our  external  commerce,  as  long 
as  it  shall  continue,  must  render  it  a  pecttliatly 
precarious  reliance  for  the  supply  of  essential  ar- 
ticles, and  must  serve  to  strengthen  prodigiously 
the  arniments  in  favor  of  manufactures. 

To  these  general  considerations  ar&addedsome 
of  a  more  particular  nature.  Oar  distance  from 
Europe,  the  great  fountain  of  manufactured  sup- 
ply, subjects  us,  in  the  existing  state  of  things,  to 
inconvenience  and  loss  in  two  ways.  The  bulki- 
ness  of  those  commodities  which  are  the  chief 
productions  of  the  soil,  necessaril)[  imposes  very 
heavy  cbarses  on  their  transportation  to  distant 
markets.  These  charges,  in  the  cases  in  which 
the  nations  to  whom  our  products  are  sent,  main- 
tain a  competition  in  the  supply  of  their  own  mar- 
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kets,  priacipally  Tall  upon  us,  and  form  materia' 
deduciions  froin  tbe  primitiTe  value  of  the  arti- 
cles furnished.  The  charges  on  manufactured 
supplies  brought  from  Europe  are  greatly  eubanc- 
ed  Dy  the  same  circumstance  of  distance.  These 
charges,  again,  in  the  eases  in  which  our  own  in- 
dustry mamtains  no  competition  in  our  own  mar- 
ker also  principally  fall  tipoa  us,  and  are  an  ad- 
ditional cause  of  extraordinary  deduction  from 
the  primitive  value  of  our  own  products,  these 
bein^  the  materials  of  exchange  for  the  foreign 
fabncs  which  we  consume. 

The  equality  and  moderation  of  individual  pro- 
perly, and  the  growing  settlements  of  new  dis- 
trict, occasion,  m  this  cotmtry,an  unusual  demand 
for  coarse  manufactures — the  charges  of  which, 
being  greater  in  proportion  to  their  greater  bulk, 
augment  the  disadvantage  which  has  been  just 
described, 

Asii  -       -  -  _.  . 

foreign  productions  of  the  soil  as  are  imported  fot 
sale.  If  the  extensive  establishment  of  manufac- 
tories in  the  United  States  does  not  create  a  simi- 
lar competition  in  respect  to  manufactured  arti- 
cles, it  appears  to  be  clearly  deducible,  from  the 
considerations  which  have  t>een  mentioned,  that 


flvorable  balance  of  trade^  and  very  prejudicial  to 
their  interests.  These  disadvant^^s  press  with 
no  small  weight  on  the  landed  interest  of  the 
country.  In  seasons  of  peace,  ihey  cause  a  seri- 
ous deduction  from  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  soil.  In  the  time  of  a  war,  which 
should  either  involve  ourselves  or  another  nation 
possessing  a  considerable  share  of  our  carrying 
trade,  the  charges  on  the  transportation  of  out 
commodities,  bulky  as  most  of  them  are,  could 
hardlr  fail  to  prove  a  grievous  burden  to  the  farm- 
er, wnile  obliged  to  depend  in  so  great  a  degree  as 
he  now  does,  upon  fbreign  markets  for  the  vent  of 
the  surplus  of  his  labor.  As  &r  as  the  prosperity 
of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States  is  impeded  by 
the  want  of  an  adequate  market,  there  arises 
another  i^cial  reason  for  desiring  the  exieasion 
of  manufactures.  Besides  the  fish,  which,  in  many 
places,  would  be  likely  to  make  a  part  of  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  persons  employed,  it  is  known  that 
the  oils,  bones,  and  skins,  of  marine  animals  ~" 
of  extensive  use  in  various  manufactures.  He 
the  prospect  of  an  additional  demand  for  the  pro- 
duce of  the  fisheries. 

One  more  point  of  view  only  remains,  in  which 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  encouraging  m 
faciures  in  the  United  States,  It  is  not  un< 
mon  to  meet  with  an  opinion,  that  though  the  pro- 
moting of  manufactures  may  be  the  interest  of  a 
part  of  the  Union,  it  is  contrary  to  that  of  another 
pan.  The  Northern  and  Southern  regions  are 
sometimes  represented  as  having  adverse  interests 
in  this  respect.  Those  are  called  manufacturing, 
tjiese  agricultural  States,  and  a  species  of  opposi- 
tion is  imagined  to  subsist  between  the  manufac- 
turing and  agricultural  interests.  This  idea  of  an 
opposition  between  those  two  interests  is  the  com- 


error  of  the  early  periods  of  every  country; 

but  experience  gradually  dissipates  it.  Indeed, 
ihey  are  perceived  so  olten  to  succor  and  to  be- 
friend eacn  other,  that  they  come  at  leitgth  to  be 
considered  as  one — a  supposition  which  aas  beeo 
frequently  abused,  and  is  not  universally  true. 
Particular  encouragements  of  particular  manufac- 
tures may  be  of  a  nature  lo  sacrifice  the  interests 
of  landholders  to  those  of  manufacturers ;  but  it  is 
nevertheless  a  maxim  welt  eetablished  by  experi- 
ence, and  generally  acknowledged  where  tnete 
has  Deen  sufficient  experience,  that  the  "  aggre- 
gate" prosperity  of  manufaclutes,  and  the  '  ae- 
ite"  prosperity  of  agriculture  are  intimateiv 
.  .  ectea.  ua  the  course  of  the  discussion  whicn 
has  had  place,  various  weighty  considerations  have 
been  adauceil,  operating  in  support  of  that  maxim. 
Perhaps  the  superior  steadiness  of  the  demand  of 
a  domestic  market  for  the  surplus  produce  of  the 
soil,  is  alone  a  convincing  argument  of  its  truth. 

Ideas  of  a  contrariety  of  interests  between  the 
Northern  and  Southern  regions  of  the  Union,  are, 
in  the  main^as  unfounded  as  they  are  mischievous. 
The  diversity  of  circumstances  on  which  such 
coatrariety  is  usually  predicated,  authorizes  a  di- 
rectly contrary  conclusion.  Mutual  wants  con- 
stitute one  of  the  sirtingest  links  of  political  con- 
nexion, and  the  extent  of  these  bears  a  natural 
proportion  to  the  diversity  in  the  means  of  mutual 
supply.  Suggestions  of  an  opposite  complexion 
are  ever  to  be  deplored,  as  unftiendly  to  the  steady 
pursuit  of  one  great  common  cause,  and  to  the 
perfect  harmony  of  all  the  parts. 

In  proportion  as  the  mind  is  accustomed  to  trace 
the  intimate  connexion  of  interest  which  subsists 
between  all  the  parts  of  a  society,  united  under 
the  same  Government,  the  infinite  variety  of  chaa- 
nels  which  serve  to  circulate  the  prosperity  of 
each  to  and  through  the  rest,  in  that  proportion  it 
will  be  little  apt  (o  be  disturbed  by  solicitudes  and 
apprehensions  which  originate  in  local  discrimi- 
nations. It  is  a  truth  as  important  as  it  is  agreea* 
ble,  and  one  to  which  it  is  not  easy  to  imasine 
exceptions  that  everything  tendioff  to  establish 
substantial  and  permanent  order  in  the  affairs  of  a 
country,  to  increase  the  lotalmassof  industry  and 
opulence,  is  ultimately  beneficial  lo  every  part  of 
it.  On  tne  credit  of  this  great  truth,  an  acquies- 
cence may  safely  be  accorded,  from  every  quar- 
ter, lo  all  institutions  and  arrangements  which 
promise  a  confirmation  of  public  order,  and  an 
augmentation  of  national  resource. 

But  there  are  more  particular  considerations, 
which  serve  to  fortify  the  idea  that  theencourage- 
ment  of  manufactures  is  the  interestof  all  parts  of 
the  Union.  If  the  Northern  and  Middle  States 
should  be  the  principal  scenes  of  such  establish- 
ments, ihey  would  immediately  benefit  the  more 
Southern,  l>y  creating  a  demand  for  productions, 
some  of  which  they  uave  in  common  with  the 
other  States,  and  outers  of  which  are  either  pecu- 
liar to  them,  or  more  abundant,  or  of  better  q^uality 
than  elsewhere.  These  productions,  principally, 
are  timber,  flax,  hemp,  cotton,  wool,  taw  silk,  in- 
digo, iron,  lead,  furs,  hides,  skins,  and  coals.  Of 
these  articles,  cotton  and   indigO  are  peculiar  tQ 
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the  Soulhern  States,  as  are  hitherto  lead  and  coal. 
Flax  and  hemp  are,  oi  nay  he  raised  in  greater 
abundance  there  than  in  the  mote  Northern  States; 
and  the  wool  of  Virginia  is  said  to  be  of  belter 
quality  than  that  of  any  other  Stale — a  circum- 
stance rendered  the  more  probable  by  the  reflec- 
tion that  Virginia  embraces  the  same  latitudes 
with  the  finest  wool  counlrie:;  of  Europe.  The 
climate  of  the  South  is  also  better  adapted  to  the 
production  of  silk.  The  extensive  cuftivatiou  of 
cotton  can  perhaps  hardly  be  expected,  but  from 
the  previous  establishment  of  domestic  manofac- 
toiies  of  the  article  j  and  'he  surest  encouragement 
and  vent  for  the  others,  would  result  from  similar 
establishments  in  respect  to  them. 

If,  then,  it  satisfactorily  appears,  that  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  United  Slates,  generally,  to  encou' 
rage  manufactures,  it  merits  particular  attention, 
that  there  are  circumstances  which  render  the 
present  a  critical  moment  for  enterioe  with  zeal 
upon  the  important  business.  The  effort  canaot 
fail  to  be  materially  seconded  by  a  considerable 
and  increasing  influx  of  money,  in  consequence  of 
foreign  speculations  in  the  funds,  and  by  the  disor- 
ders which  exist  in  different  parts  of  Europe. 

The  first  circumstance  not  only  facilitates  the 
execution  of  manufacluriug  enterprises,  but  it  in- 
dicates them  as  a  necessary  mean  to  turn  the  thing 
itself  to  advantage,  and  to  prevent  its  being  event- 
ually an  evil,  n  useful  employment  be  not  found 
for  the  money  of  foreigners  broucbt  to  the  country 
to  be  invested  in  purcnases  of  the  Public  Debt,  ' 
will  quickly  be  re-exported  to  defray  the  expen 
of  an  extraordinary  consumption  of  foreign  lux 
riea ;  and  distressing  drains  of  our  specie  may 
hereafter  be  experienced  to  pay  the  inlereai^and 
redeem  the  principal  of  the  purchased  Debt.  Thi 
useful  employment,  too,ougnt  to  be  of  a  nature  t 
produce  solid  and  permanent  improvements.  I 
the  money  merely  serves  to  ^ve  a  temporary 
spring  to  foreign  commerce,  as  it  cannot  procure 
new  and  lasting  outlets  for  the  products  of  thi 
countryj  there  will  be  no  real  or  durable  advan 
tage  gatned.  As  far  as  it  shall  find  its  way  it 
agricultural  ameliorations,  in  opening  canals,  and 
in  similar  improvement.'^,  it  wiu  be  productive  of 
substantial  utility.  But  there  is  reason  to  doubt 
whether,  in  sucb  channels,  it  is  likely  to  find  suf- 
ficient employment,  and  still  more  wnether  many 
of  those  who  possess  it,  would  be  as  readily  at- 
tracted to  objects  of  this  nature,  as  manufacturing 
purstiits.  which  bear  greater  analc^y  to  those 
to  whicu  they  are  accustomed,  and  to  the  spirit 
generated  by  them.  To  open  the  one  field  as  well 
as  the  other,  will  at  least  secure  a  better  prospect 
of  useful  employment,  for  whatever  accession  of 
money  there  nas  been  or  may  be. 

There  is  at  the  present  juncture  a  certain  lb- 
mentation  of  mind,  a  certain  activity  of  specula- 
tion and  enterprise,  which,  if  properly  directed, 
may  be  made  subservient  to  useful  purposes,  but 
which,  if  left  entirely  to  itself,  may  be  attended 
with  pernicious  effects. 

The  disturbed  state  of  Europe  inclining  its  citi- 
zens to  emigration,  the  requisite  wcAkmen  will  be 
more  easily  acquired  than  at  another  time;  and 


the  effect  of  multiplying  the  opportunities  of  em- 
ployment to  those  who  emigrate,  may  be  an  in- 
crease of  the  number  and  extent  of  valuable  ac- 
quisitions to  the  population,  arts,  and  industry  of 
the  country.  To  find  pleasure  in  the  calamities  tk 
other  nations,  would  be  criminal;  but  to  benefit 
ourselves,  by  opening  an  asylum  to  those  who 
suffer  in  consequence  of  them,  is  as  justifiable  as 

A  Aitl  view  having  now  been  taken  of  the  ii>- 
ducements  to  the  promotion  of  manufactures  in 
the  United  States,  accompanied  with  anezamina- 
liou  of  the  principal  objections  which  are  com- 
monly urgea  iu  opposition,  it  is  proper,  in  the  next 
place,  to  consider  tne  means  by  which  it  may  be 
effected,  as  introductory  to  a  specification  of  the 
objects  which,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  ap- 
{lear  the  most  fit  to  be  encouraged,  and  of  the  par- 
ticular measures  which  it  may  be  adriiaUe  lo 
adopt,  in  respect  to  each. 

In  order  to  a  better  judgment  of  the  means  pr<>- 
per  to  be  resorted  to  by  the  United  States,  it  wUI 
be  of  use  lo  advert  to  those  which  have  been  em- 
ployed with  success  in  other  cooDtries.  The 
principal  of  these  are — 

I.  Protecting  duties,  or  duties  on  those  foreign 
articles  which  are  the  rivals  of  the  domestic  ones 
intended  to  be  encouraged.  Duties  of  this  nature 
evidently  amount  to  a  virtual  bounty  on  the  do- 
mestic fabrics,  since,  by  enhancing  the  charges  on 
foreign  articles,  they  enable  the  national  manu- 
facturers to  undersell  alt  their  foreign  competitors. 
The  propriety  of  this  species  of  encouragement 
need  not  be  awelt  upon,  as  it  is  not  only  a  clear 
result  from  the  numerous  topics  which  have  been 
su^ested,  but  is  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  variety  oi  instances.  It  has 
the  additional  recommendation  of  being  a  resource 
of  revenue.  Indeed,  all  the  duties  imposed  od  im- 
ported articles,  though  with  an  exclusive  view  to 
revenue,  have  the  effect  in  coniempJalioo,  and, 
except  where  they  fall  on  raw  materials,  wear  a 
beneficent  aspect  towards  the  manufactures  of  th« 
country. 

II.  Prohibitions  of  rival  articles,  or  duties  eqai- 
valent  to  prohibitions.  This  is  another  and  an 
efficacious  mean  of  encouraging  national  manu- 
factures, but  in  general  it  is  only  fit  to  be  employed 
when  a  manufacture  has  made  such  a  progress, 
and  is  in  so  many  hands  as  to  insure  a  due  com- 
petition, and  an  adequate  supply  on  reasonable 

Of  duties  equivalent  to  prohibitions,  there 
amples  in  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 


there  are  other  cases  to  which  the  principle  may 
be  advantaaeously  eitended,  but  they  are  not  nu- 
merous. Considering  a  monopoly  of  the  domes- 
tic market  to  its  own  manufacturers  as  the  retgo^ 
ing  policy  of  manufacturing  nations,  a  similar  po- 
licy on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  in  every 
proDcr  instance^  is  dictated,  it  might  almost  be 
lia,  by  the  principles  of  distributive  justice — 
srtainly  by  the  duty  of  endeavoring  to  secure  to 
their  own  citizens  a  reciprocity  of  advantage. 

III.  Prohibitions  of  the  exporution  of  £e  ma^ 
terials  of  manufactures.  The  desire  of  securing 
-  cheap  and  plentiful  supply  for  the  national  wtwk- 
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men,  and,  irhere  the  article  is  eilber  peculiar  to 
the  couQiry,  or  of  peculiar  quality  there,  the  jea- 
lousy of  enabling  loreigD  workmen  to  riral  those 
of  the  nation,  with  its  own  materials,  are  the  lead- 
ing motives  to  this  species  of  regulation.  It  ought 
not  to  be  affirmed,  that  it  is  in  no  instance  proper ; 
but  it  is  certainly  one  which  ought  to  be  adopted 
with  great  circumspection,  and  only  in  very  plain 
cases.  It  is  seen  at  once,  that  its  immediate  ope- 
ration IK,  to  abridge  the  demand,  and  keep  doMm 
the  price  of  the  produce  of  some  other  branch  of 
industry — generally  speaking,  of  agriculture — to 
the  prejudiceofthosewhocarry  it  on;  and  though, 
if  it  be  really  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  any 
Terjf  imponani  national  manufacture,  it  may  hap- 
pen that  those  who  are  injured  in  the  first  in- 
staitce  may  be  eventually  indemnified  by  the  su- 
lerioT  steadiness  of  an  extensive  domesti 


de|>eDding  on  that  prosperity ;  yet,  in  a  matter  in 
which  there  is  so  mnct  room  for  nice  and  diffi- 
cult GombioBiions,  in  which  sUch  opposite  consi- 
dejations  combat  each  other,  prudence  seems  to 
dictate  that  the  expedient  in  question  ought  to  be 
indulged  with  a  sparing  hand. 

IV.  Pecuniary  bounties.  This  has  been  found 
one  of  the  most  efficacious  means  of  encouraging 
iDanufactures,  and  it  is  in  some  views  the  best. 
Though  it  has  not  yet  beMi  practised  upon  by  the 
OoTeroment  of  the  United  Statesj  (unless  the  al- 
lowance on  the  exportation  of  dned  and  pickled 
fish  and  salted  meat  could  be  considered  as  a 
bounty,)  and  though  it  is  less  favored  by  public 
opinion  than  some  other  modes.    Its  advantages 

First.  It  is  a  species  of  encouragement  mote 
positive  and  direct  than  any  other,  and  for  that 
very  reason,  has  a  more  immediate  tendency  to 
stimulate  and  uphold  new  enterprises,  increasing 
the  chances  of  profit,  and  diminishing  the  risks  of 
lots  in  the  first  attempts. 

Second.  It  avoids  the  inconvenience  of  a  tem- 
porary augmentation  of  price,  which  is  incident 
to  some  other  modes,  or  it  produces  it  to  a  less 
degree,eitherbymakin^  no  addition  to  the  charges 
on  the  rival  foreign  article,  as  in  the  case  of  pro- 
tecting duties,  or  by  making  a  smaller  addition. 
The  first  happens  when  the  fund  for  the  bounty  is 
derived  from  a  different  object,  whichmay  or  may 
not  increase  the  price  of  some  other  article,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  that  object ;  the  second, 
when  the  fund  is  derived  from  the  same  or  a  simi- 
lar object  of  foreign  manufacture.  One  per  cent. 
duty  on  the  foreign  article  converted  into  a  bountv 
on  the  domestic,  will  hare  an  eqnal  effect  with 
a  dutv  of  two  per  cent.,  exclusive  of  such  bounty ; 
and  tne  price  of  the  foreign  commodity  is  liable  to 
\e  raised  in  the  one  case  in  the  proportion  of  one 

Er  cent. :  in  the  other,  in  that  of  two  per  cent. 
deed,  the  bounty,  when  drawn  from  another 
source,  is  calculated  to  promote  a  reduction  of 
price ;  because,  without  laying  any  new  charge  on 
the  foreign  article,  it  serves  to  introduce  a  compe- 
tition with  it,  and  to  increase  (he  total  quantity  of 
the  article  in  the  market. 

Third.  Bounties  have  not,  like  hi^h  protecting 
duties,  a  tendency  to  produce  scarcity.    An  in- 


crease of  price  is  not  always  the  immediate(though 
where  the  prepress  of  a  domestic  manufaclute 
does  not  counteract  a  rise,  it  is  commonly  the  ulti- 
mate) effect  of  an  additional  duty.  In  the  inter- 
val between  the  laying  of  the  duty  aad  a  propor- 
tional increase  of  price,  it  may  discourage  importa- 
tion, by  interfering  with  the  profits  to  be  expected 
from  tne  sale  of  tne  article. 

Fourth.  Bounties  are  sometimes  not  only  the 
best,  but  the  only  proper  expedient,  for  uniting  the 
encouragementofa  new  object  of  agriculture  with 
that  of  a  new  object  of  manufacture.  It  is  the 
est  of  the  farmer  to  have  the  production  of 
aw  material  promoted;  by  counteracting  the 
interference  of  the  foreign  material  bf  the  same 
kind.  It  is  the  interest  of  the  manufacturer  to 
have  the  materia!  abundant  and  cheap.  If.  prior 
to  the  domestic  production  of  the  material  in  suf- 
ficient quantity  to  supply  the  mannfacturer  on 
good  terms,  a  duty  be  latd  upon  the  importation 
of  it  from  abroad,  with  a  View  to  promote  the 
raising  of  it  at  home,  the  interest  both  of  the  farmer 
and  mantifacturer  will  be  disserved,  by  either  de- 


given  for  it  by  the  conductor  of  an  infant  manu- 
facture, it  is  atiendoned  or  fails ;  and,  there  being 
no  domestic  manufactories  to  create  a  demand  for 
the  raw  material  which  is  raised  by  the  farmer,  it 
is  in  vain  that  the  competition  of  the  like  foreign 
article  may  have  been  destroyed. 

It  cauAOf  escape  notice,  that  a  dutjr  upon  the 
importation  of  an  article  can  no  otherwise  aid  the 
domestic  production  of  it,  than  by  giving  the  tatter 

K eater  advantages  in  the  home  market.  It  can 
,Ye  no  influence  upon  the  advantageous  sale  of 
the  article  produced,  in  foreign  markets — no  ten- 
dency, therefore,  to  promote  its  exportation. 

The  true  way  to  conciliate  these  two  interests 
is,  to  lay  a  duty  on  foreign  mannfactures  of  the 
material,  the  growth  of  which  is  desired  to  be  en- 
couraged, and  to  ap^ly  the  produce  of  that  duty 
by  way  of  bounty,  eitoer  upon  the  production  of 
the  material  itself,  or  upon  its  manufacture  at 
home,  or  upon  both.  In  this  disposition  of  the 
thing,  the  manufacturer  commences  his  enter- 
prise under  every  advantage  which  is  attainable, 
as  to  quantity  or  price  of  the  raw  material.  And 
the  farmer,  if  the  bounty  be  immediately  to  him, 
is  enabled  bv  it  to  enter  into  a  successful  compe- 
tition with  the  foreign  material ;  if  the  boimty  be 
to  the  mailnractureT  on  so  much  of  the  domestic 
material  as  he  consumes,  the  operation  is  nearly 
the  same :  he  has  a  motive  of  interest  to  prefer  the 
domestic  commodity,  if  of  equal  quality,  even  at 
a  higher  price  than  the  foreign,  so  long  as  the  dif- 
ference of  price  is  anything  short  of  the  bounty 
which  is  allowed  upon  the  article. 

Except  the  simple  and  ordinary  kinds  of  house- 
hold manulacture,  or  those  for  which  there  are 
very  commanding  local  advantages,  pecuniary 
bounties  are  in  most  cases  indispensable  to  the  in- 
troduction of  a  new  branch.  A  stimulus  and  a 
support  not  less  powerful  and  direct  is,  generally 
speaking,  essential  to  the  overcoming  of  the  ob- 
stacles ^ich  arise  from  drecompctitioniof  nipe- 
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not  skill  and  malurity  elsewhere.  Bovuilics  are 
especially  essential,  in  regard  to  articles  upon 
wliich  those  foreigners  who  have  been  accustocaed 
to  supply  a  country,  are  in  the  practice  of  grant- 
inglhem. 

The  coDtinuance  of  bounties  on  manufactures, 
long  established,  must  almost  always  be  of  ques- 
tionable policy;  because  a  presumption  would  arise 
in  erery  such  case,  that  ^here  were  natural  and  in- 
herent impediments  to  success.  But  in  new  un- 
dertakings, they  are  as  justifiable  as  they  are  of- 
tentimes necessary.  There  is  a  degree  d"  preju- 
dice against  bounties  from  an  appearance  of  giv- 
ing away  the  public  money,  without  an  immedi- 
ate consideration,  and  from  a  supposition  that  they 
serve  to  enrich  particular  classes  at  the  expense  of 
the  community.  But  neither  of  these  sources  of 
dislike  will  bear  serious  examination.  There 
no  purpose  to  which  public  money  con  be  luo 
beneficially  applied,  than  to  the  acquisition  of  a 
new  and  useful  branch  of  industry — bo  considera- 
tion more  valuable  than  a  permanent  addition  to 
the  general  stock  of  productive  labor. 

As  to  the  second  source  of  objection,  it  equally 
lies  against  the  other  modes  of  encouragement 
which  are  admitted  to  be  eligible.  As  often  as 
a  duty  upon  a  foreign  article  makes  an  addition 
to  its  price,  it  causes  an  extra  expense  to  the  com- 
mtmity,  for  the  benefit  of  the  domestic  manufac- 
turer. A  bounty  does  no  more-  But  it  is  the  in- 
terest of  the  society,  in  each  case,  to  submit  to  a 
temporary  expense,  which  is  more  than  compen- 
sated by  an  increase  oi  industry  and  wealth,  by  an 
augmentation  of  resources  and  independence,  and 
by  the  circumstance  of  eventual  cheapness,  which 
has  been  noticed  in  another  place. 

It  would  deserve  attention,  bowever,tD  the  em- 
ployment of  this  species  of  encouragement  in  the 
United  Stales,  as  a  reason  for  moderating  the  de- 

Sree  of  it  In  the  instances  in  which  it  might  be 
eemed  eligible,  thai  the  great  distance  of  this 
GDUDiry  from  Europe  imposes  very  heavy  charges 
on  all  the  fabrics  which  are  brought  from  thence, 
amounting  from  15  to  30  per  cent,  on  their  value, 
according  to  their  bulk. 

A  question  has  been  made  concerning  the  con- 
stitutional riffht  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales  to  apply  ibisapecies  of  encouragement,  but 
there  is  certainly  no  good  foundation  for  such  a 
question.  The  National  Legislature  has  express 
ftudioriiy  ■'  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
•nd  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare,"  with  no 
Other  qualifications  than  that  "all  duties,  imposts, 
•nd  excises  shall  be  imiform  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed States ;  that  no  capitation  or  other  direct  tax 
shall  be  laid  unless  in  proportion  to  numbers  as- 
certained by  a  census  or  enumeration,  taken  on 
(he  priociples  prescribed  in  the  Constitution,  and 
that  "  no  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  ex- 
p<)rted  from  any  State." 

7hese  three  quaIi6calions  excepted^  the  power 
to  raise  money  is  plenary  and  indefinite;  and  the 
o}^^'' to  which  it  may  beapproprialfdarepoless 

Sompreheoaive,  than  the  payment  of  the  public 
ebtS]  ^d  the  providinf  [or  the  common  defence 


and  general  weliare-  The  terms  "general  wel- 
fare were  douhtleis  intended  to  sigiiiiy  more  than 
was  expressed  or  imported  in  those  which  preced- 
ed ;  otherwise,  numerous  exisencies,  iocideni  to 
the  afiairs  of  a  nation,  would  have  been  left  with' 
out  a  provision.  The  phrase  is  as  comprehensive 
as  aiiy  that  could  have  oeen  usedj  because  it  was 
not  St  that  the  constitutional  authority  of  tbc 
Union  to  appropriate  its  revenues,  should  iuTe 
been  restricted  within  narrower  limits  than  the 
■'general  welfare;"  and  because  this  neeesiarii; 
embraces  a  vast  variety  of  particulars,  wliich  are 
susceptible  neither  of  specification  nor  of  definition. 
It  is  therefore,  of  necessity,  left  to  the  discreticai 
of  the  National  Legislature  to  pronounce  lunn 
the  objects  which  concern  the  jfeneral  weUare, 
and  for  which,  under  that  description,  an  appro- 
priation of  money  is  requisite  and  proper ;  and 
there  seems  to  be  no  room  for  a  doubt  tliat  whai- 
ever  concerns  the  general  interests  of  learning,  of 
agriculture,  of  manufactures  and  oi  commerec, 
are  within  the  sphere  of  the  National  Councils,as 
far  as  regards  an  ajiplication  of  money. 

The  only  qualiSation  of  the  generality  of  tlte 
phrase  in  question,  which  seems  to  be  admissjUe, 
13  this ;  That  the  object  to  which  an  appropriate 
of  money  is  to  he  made,  he  general,  and  not  local} 
its  operation  extending,  in  fact  or  by  posaibili^, 
throughout  the  Union,  and  not  being  confined  Ift 
a  mirticular  spot. 

No  objection  ought  to  arise  to  this  caostructioD 
from  a  supposition  that  it  would  imply  a  power  to 
do  whatever  else  should  appear  to  Coiigress  con- 
ducive to  the  general  welfare.  A  power  to  a^no- 
priate  money  with  this  latitude,  wnicb  is  granted, 
too,  in  express  terms,  would  not  carry  a  power  to 
do  any  other  thing,  not  authorized  in  the  Consti- 
tution, either  expressly  or  by  fair  implication. 

V.  Premiums. 

These  are  of  a  nature  allied  to  bounties,  ibougjt 
distinguishable  from  them  in  some  importtnt 
features. 

Bounties  are  applicable  to  the  whole  quantity 
of  an  article  produced,  or  manuEactored,  or  ex- 
ported, and  involve  a  correspondent  expense.  Pre- 
miums serve  to  reward  some  particular  excellence 
or  superiority,  some  extraordinarv  exertion  or  skill, 
and  are  dispensed  only  in  a  small  nurnber  of  casea. 
But  their  effect  is  to  stimulate  general  effort :  con- 
trived so  as  to  be  both  honorary  and  lucrative,  they 
address  themselves  to  difierent  passions,  touching 
the  chords  as  well  of  emulation  as  interesL  They 
are  accordingly  a  very  economical  mean  of  el- 
citii^  the  enterprise  ofa  whole  community. 

There  ate  vanoua  societies  in  difierent  countries, 
whose  object  is  the  dispensation  of  premiums  for 
the  encouragement  of  agriculture,  arts,  manuiac- 
tures,  and  commerce ;  and  though  they  are,  fo^ 
the  most  part,  voluntary  associations,  with  com- 
paratively slender  fonds,  their  utility  has  beea 
immense.  Much  has  been  done  by  thb  mean  in 
Great  Britain.  Scotland,  in  particular,  owes  ma- 
terially to  it  a  prodiffiousamelt  oration  otcooditiou. 
From  a  similar  establishment  in  the  United  States, 
supplied  and  supported  by  the  Govemtnent  of  the 
Union,  vast  benefits  nughl  re^toi^bly  be  exp«ct«d. 
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Some  rurlhet  ideas  oa  this  head,  shall  accotdiugly 
be  snbmitled,  in  the  conclusion  of  this  Repoit. 

VI,  The  exemption  of  the  materials  of  dtanu- 
fociures  from  duty. 

The  policy  of  that  exemption  as  a  general  lule, 
particufarlj  m  reference  to  new  esiablishnients,  is 
obvious,  it  can  hardly  evei  be  advisable  to  add 
the  obstructions  of  iiscBi  burdens  to  the  di&culties 
irhiob  naturally  embarrass  a  new  manufacture  j 
and  where  it  is  matured,  and  in  condition  to  be- 
come an  obiect  of  revenue,  it  is,  generally  speak- 
ing, belter  tnat  the  fabric^  than  the  material,  should 
be  the  subject  of  taxation.  Ideas  of  proportion 
between  the  quantum  of  the  tax  and  the  value  of 
the  article,  can  be  more  easily  adjusted  in  the 
former  than  in  the  latter  case.  An  argument  for 
exemptions  of  this  kind  in  the  United  States,  is  to 
'  be  derived  from  the  practice,  as  far  as  their  neces- 
sities have  permitted,  of  those  nations  whom  w« 
are  to  meet  as  compeiitors,  in  our  own  and  in  fo- 
rewi  markets. 

There  are,  however,  exceptions  toitj  of  which 
some  examples  will  be  given  under  the  next 
bead- 

The  laws  ot  the  Unioa  afford  instances  of  the 
otMBTvance  ot  the  policy  here  recommended,  but 
it  will  probably  be  tbund  advisable  to  exiew)  it  to 
soDK  other  aaiea.  Ot  a  oatuie  beari^  some  affi- 
aity  to  thai  poliny  is  the  reg ulation  which  exempts 
from  duty  the  tools  and  iaaplemeBli,  as  w«U  ai  the 
books,  clothes,  and  household  fiimiture,  of  foreign 
artists,  who  come  to  reside  in  the  United  States ; 
an  adranloge  already  secured  to  Ihem  by  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  and  which  it  is,  in  every  view,  pro- 


Vll.  Drawbacks  of  the  duties  which  are  im- 
posed on  the  materials  of  mannfactures. 
■  It  has  already  been  observed,  as  a  general  rule, 
that  duties  on  those  materiaU  ought,  with  certain 
exceptions,  ip  be  fprbome.  Of  3»ese  exceptions, 
three  cases  occur,  which  may  serve  as  examples: 
One,  where  the  material  is  itself  an  object  of  gene- 
ral or  extensive  consumption,  and  a  fit  and  pro- 
ductive source  of  revenue.  Another,  where  a 
manufacture  of  a  simpler  kind,  the  competition  of 
which  with  a  like  domestic  article  is  desired  to  be 
lestraineil,  partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  raw  materi- 
al, from  bemg  capable,  by  a  further  process,  to  be 
converted  into  a  manufacture  of  a  aifierent  kind, 
the  introduction  or  growth  of  which  is  desired  to 
be  encouraged.  A  tnird,  where  the  material  itself 
is  a  production  of  the  country,  and  in  sufficient 
abundancetofarntsbacheapaud'plentifnl  supply 
to  the  national  manufacturers.     J 

Under  the  first  description  comes  the  article  of 
molasses.  It  is  not  only  a  fair  obiect  of  revenue, 
but  beine  a  sweet,  it  is  just  that  the  consumers  of 
it  should  pay  a  duty  as  welt  as  the  consumers  of 

Cottons  and  linen,  in  their  while  state,  fell  un- 
der the  second  description ;  a  duty  upon  such  as 
are  imported  is  proper,  to  promote  the  domestic 
matyfacture  of  similar  articles  in  the  same  state ; 
a  drfwback  of  that  duty  is  proper,  to  encourage 
the  printing  and  staining  at  home  of  those  which 
are  brought  from  abroaoT    When  th^  first  of  these 


mannfactures  has  attained  sufficient  matuiity  in  a 
country  to  furnish  a  full  supply  for  the  second,  the 
utility  of  the  drawback  ceases. 

The  article  of  hemp,  either  now  doe&  or  may 
be  expecled  soon  to  exemplify  the  third  case,  in 
the  United  Slates. 

Where  duties  on  the  materials  of  nunuiacluree 
are  not  laid  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  compe- 
tition with  some  domestic  piodi^ction,  the  same 
reasons  which  recommend,  as  a  general  rule^  the 
exemption  of  those  materials  &om  duties,  would 
recommend  as  a  like  general  rule,  the  allowance 
of  drawbacks,  in  favor  of  the  manu&cturer.  Ac- 
cordingly, such  drawbacks  are  familiar  in  coun- 
tries which  systematically  jjursne  the  business  of 
manufactures ;  which  furmshes  an  argument  for 
the  observance  of  a  similar  policy  in  the  United 
States;  and  the  idea  has  been  adopted  by  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  in  the  instances  of  ^II  and  molasses. 
It  is  believed  that  it  will  be  found  advantageoua 
to  esctend  it  to  some  other  articles. 

VIII.  The  encouragement  of  new  inventions 
and  discoveries  at  home,  and  of  the  introductioB 
into  the  United  States  of  such  as  may  have  bees 
made  in  other  countries,  particularly  those  which 
relate  to  machinery. 

This  is  among  the  most  useful  and  unexceptioo- 
able  of  the  aids  which  can  be  given  to  mauufoe- 
tures.  The  usual  means  of  that  encouragemeM 
are  pecuniary  rewards,  and,  for  a  time,  exclusive 
privileges.  The  first  muit  be  employed  according 
to  the  occasion  and  the  utility  of  the  invention  or 
discovery.  For  the  last,  so  far  as  respects  "authora 
and  inventors,"  provision  has  been  made  by  law. 
But  it  is  desirable,  in  regard  to  improvements  and 
secrets  of  extraordinary  value,  tollable  to  extend 
the  same  benefit  to  introducers,  as  well  as  authois 
and  inveutors;  a  policy  which  has  been  practised 
with  advantage  in  other  countries.  Here,  how- 
ever, as  in  sani£  other  cases,  there  is  caube  to  Te- 
fet  that  the  c<Hnpeteacy  of  the  anihority  of  tke 
ational  Qovernment  to  the  good  which  might 
be  done,  is  not  without  a  question.  Many  aids 
might  he  given  to  industry,  many  internu  iior 
provements  of  primary  magnitude  might  be  pro* 
moled,  by  an  authority  operating  throughout  the 
Union ;  which  cannot  be  effected  as  weU,  if  at  all, 
by  an  authority  confined  within  the  limits  of  a 
single  State. 

But  if  the  Legislature  of  the  Union  cannot  do 
all  the  good  that  might  be  wished,  iiis  at  leait 
desirable  that  all  may  be  done  which  is  practioBr 
bte.  Means  for  promoting  the  introduction  of 
foreign  improvement^  though  less  efficaciously 
than  might  be  accomplished  with  more  adequata 
authority,  wilt  form  a  part  of  the  plan  intended  to 
be  subimtted  in  the  close  of  ttiis  Report. 

It  is  customary  with  manufacturmg  nations  to 
prohibit,  under  severe  penalties,  the  exportation  <iS 
implements  and  machines,  which  they  nave  either 
invented  or  improved.  There  are  already  objects 
for  a  similar  regulation  in  the  United  States,  and 
others  may  be  expected  to  occur  trom  time  to 
time.  Theado[)tiQnofitseemEtobedictatedbythe 
principle  of  reciprocity.  Greater  liberality  insnoll 
respects  might  beltet  compart  with  the  gOMlftl 
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spirit  of  the  coantry;  but  a  selfish  and  exclusive 
policy  in  otber  quarters  will  not  always  permit 
the  free  indulgeace  of  a  spirit  which  would  place 
Ds  on  an  UnequRl  footing.  As  far  as  prohibitions 
lend  to  prevent  foreign  competitors  from  deriving 
the  benefit  of  the  improvements  made  a.t  home, 
they  tend  to  increase  the  advantages  of  those  by 
whom  they  may  have  been  introduced,  and  operate 
as  an  encouragement  to  exertion. 

iX.  Judicious  regulations  for  the  inspection  of 
manufactured  commodities. 

This  is  not  among  the  least  important  of  the 
Tneans  by  which  the  prosperit)^  of  manufactures 
may  be  promoted  It  is  indeed,  in  many  cases,  one 
of  the  most  essential.  Contributing  to  prevent 
frauds  upon  consumers  at  home,  ana  expoTiers  to 
foreign  countries ;  to  improve  the  quality  and  pre- 
serve the  character  of  the  national  manufactures ; 
it  cannot  fail  to  aid  the  expeditions  and  advan- 
tageouissleofihenijand  to  serve  as  a  guard  against 
successful  competition  from  other  quarters.  The 
reputation  of  the  flonr  and  lumherofsome  States, 
andof  the  potash  of  others,  hasbeenestablisbeil  by 
an  attention  to  this  point ;  and  the  like  sood  name 
might  be  procured  for  those  articles,  wtieresoever 
produced,  by  a  judicious  and  uniform  system  of 
mspection  throughout  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  A  like  system  might  also  be  extended 
with  advantage  to  other  commodities. 

X.  The  facilitating  of  pecuniary  remittances 
from  place  to  place — 

Is  a  pomt  of  considerable  moment  to  trade  in 
seneral,  and  to  manufactures  in  particular,  by  ren- 
dering more  easy  the  purchase  of  raw  materials 
and  provisions,  and  the  payment  for  manufactured 
supplies.  A  general  circulation  of  bank  paper — 
■which  is  to  be  expected  from  the  institution  lately 
established — will  be  a  most  valuable  mean  to  this 
end.  But  much  good  would  accrue  from  some 
additional  provisions  respecting  inland  bills  of  ex- 
change. If  those  drawn  in  one  State,  payable  ia 
another,  were  made  n^otiable  everywhere,  and 
interest  and  damages  allowed  in  case  of  protest,  it 
would  greatly  promote  negotiations  between  the 
citizensof  different  States,  by  rendering  them  more 
seoure,  and  with  it  the  convenience  and  advantage 
of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  each. 

XI.  The  fecilitating  of  the  transportation  of 
commodities. 

Improvements  fcvoring  this  object  intimately 
concern  all  the  domestic  interests  ofa  community; 
but  they  may,  without  impropriety,  be  mentioned 
as  having  an  important  relation  to  manufactures. 
There  is,  perhaps,  scarcely  anything  which  has 
been  better  calculated  to  assist  the  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain  than  the  umeliorations  of  the 
public  roads  of  that  Kingdom,  and  the  great  pro- 
gress which  has  been  of  Tate  made  in  opening  ca- 
nalH.  Of  the  former,  the  United  States  stand 
much  in  need,  for  they  present  uncommon  fa- 
cilities. 

The  symptoms  of  attention  to  the  improvement 
of  inland  navigation,  *hich  have  lately  appeared 
in  some  quarters^  must  fill  with  pleasure  every 
breaat  warmed  with  a  true  zeal  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  country.    These  examples,  it  is  to  be  hoped. 


will  stimulate  the  exertions  of  the  GoTerame&l 
and  citizens  of  every  Stale.  There  can  certainly 
be  DO  object  more  worthy  of  the  cares  of  the  local 
administrations;  and  it  were  to  be  wished  that 
there  was  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  National 
Government  to  lend  its  direct  aid,  on  a  compte- 
hensive  plan.  This  is  one  of  those  improTemenl* 
which  could  be  prosecuted  with  more  efficacy  by 
the  whole,  than  by  anjr  part  or  paru  of  the  tfnioiL 
There  are  cases  in  whicn  the  general  interest  wiU 
be  in  danger  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  collision  of 
some  supposed  local  interests.  Jealousies,  in  mat* 
ters  of  this  kind,  are  as  apt  to  exist,  as  they  are  apt 
to  be  erroneous. 

The  following  remarks  are  sufficiently  jadieiooi 
and  pertinent  to  deserve  a  literal  quotation: 

"  Good  loads,  canali,  and  navigable  riren,  bj  dimin- 
iahing  the  expense  of  carriage,  put  the  remote  parts  of  ■ 
country  more  nearly  upon  a  level  nith  thoie  in  (1m 
neghboiiiood  of  the  town.  The;  are  upon  thai  accoant 
the  giealeat  of  all  improTements.  They  encoorage  the 
cultivation  of  the  remote,  which  muit  alwaja  be  the 
tenaive  circle  of  the  country.  They  are  advan* 
the  town,  by  breaking  down  the  monopoly  of 
the  country  in  ita  nedghborhood.  They  are  adTuitaga* 
even  to  that  part  of  the  country.  Thongh  tbey  mlny 
dace  amne  liTal  comtnoditiM  into  the  old  market,  tfaciy 
open  many  new  maHcela  to  j(«  produe 
bMidea,  11  a  great  enemy  to  good  mana), 
can  never  be  nnivenally  eetahliihed,  but  in 
of  that  &ee  and  nnivenal  competitiou,  whtdi  fotcM 
reiybody  to  have  reoouiae  to  it  fin  the  aake  of  wM- 
ifence.  It  i*  not  mora  than  My  yean  ^o  that  aama 
of  the  couutiss  in  the  neighborhood  of  London  petition- 
ed the  Parliament  against  the  eiteiuion  of  the  tur>)iika 
roadi  into  the  remoter  coontiea.  Thoae  remoter  c«i>- 
ties,  they  pretended,  from  the  cheapneas  of  labor,  would 
be  able  to  sell  theli  grass  and  com  cheaper  in  the  Loo- 
don  market,  than  themselves,  and  they  would  Iherelv 
reduce  their  rents,  and  niin  their  cnltivatioa.  Their 
rents,  however,  have  risen,  and  their  cultjvatioo  faaa 
been  improved,  unce  that  time." 

Specimens  of  a  spirit  similar  id  that  which 
governed  the  counties  here  spoken  of,  present  them- 
selves too  frequently  to  the  eye  of  an  impartial 
observer,  and  render  it  a  wish  of  patriotism  that 
the  body  in  this  country,  in  whose  councils  a  local* 


^^ 


or  partial  spirit  is  least  likely  to  predominate,  were 
at  liberty  to  pursue  and  promote  the  general  inte- 


e  principal  of  the  n 


The  foregoing  are  th 
by  which  the  erowth  of  manulactures  is  ordina- 
rily promoted.  Mt  is,  however,  not  merely  neces- 
sary that  the  me&ures  of  Government  which  have 
a  oirecl  view  to  manufactures,  should  be  caJcn^ 
lated  to  assist  and  nroiect  them,  but  that  those 
which  only  collaterally  affect  them,  in  the  general 
course  of  the  Administration,  should  be  guarded 
from  any  peculiar  tendency  to  injure  thein^ 

There  are  certain  species  of  taxes  which  At.  apt 
to  be  oppressive  lo  different  parts  of  the  commu- 
nity, and,  among  other  ill  eflects,  have  a  very  un- 
friendly aspect  towards  manufactures.  AI|paU 
orcapitaliontaxesare  of  this  nature.  They  either 
proceed  according;  to  a  fixed  rate,  which  o^rates 
unequally,  and  injuriously  to  the  industrious  poor; 
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or  thef  real  a  discretion  in  certain  officers,  to 
make  estimates  and  assessments  whicb  are  neces- 
sarily vague,  cooiecturat,  and  liable  to  abuse. 
They  ought,  thereloie,  to  be  abstained  f^om,  in  all 
but  cases  of  distressing  emergency. 

All  sucii  taxes  (includine  alt  taxes  on  occupa- 
tions) which  proceed  according  to  the  amount  of 
capital  tuppoged  to  be  employed  in  a  busbess,  or 
of  profits  mippoeed  to  be  made  in  it,  are  uaaroid- 
ably  hurtful  to  industry.  It  is  in  vain  that  the 
evil  may  be  endeavored  to  be  mitigated,  by  leav- 
ing it,  in  the  first  instance,  in  the  option  of  the 
parly  to  be  taxed,  to  declare  the  amount  of  his 
capital  or  profits. 

Men  engaged  in  any  trade  or  business  have  com- 
tDonly  weighty  reasons  to  avoid  disclosures,  which 
-would  espoee,  with  auythins  like  accuracy,  the 
real  state  of  theii  affairs.  Tiev  most  fieqaently 
find  it  better  to  risk  oppression,  than  to  avail  them- 
selves of  so  inconvenient  a  reitige;  and  the  conse- 
quence  is,  that  they  oRen  suffer  oppression. 

When  the  disclosure,  too,  if  made,  is  not  defini- 
tive, but  controllable  by  the  discretion,  or,  in  other 
words,  by  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the  reve- 
nue officers,  it  is  not  only  an  inefiectual  protection, 
but  the  possibilily  of  its  being  so  is  an  additional 
reason  lor  not  resorting  to  it. 

Allowing  to  the  public  officers  the  most  equita- 
ble dispositions,  yet  where  they  are  to  exercise  a 
discretion  without  certain  data,  they  cannot  fail  to 
be  oilen  misled  by  appearances.  The  quantity  of 
business  which  seems  to  be  going  on,  is,  in  a  vast 
number  of  cases,  a  very  deceitful  criterion  of  the 
profits  which  are  made  j  yet  it  is,  perhaps  the  best 
they  can  have,  and  it  is  the  one  on  which  they 
will  most  naturally  rely.  A  business,  therefore, 
which  may  rather  require  aid  from  the  Govern- 
ment than  be  in  a  capacity  to  he  contributory  to 
it,  may  find  itself  crushed  by  the  mistaken  con- 
jectures of  the  assessors  of  taxes. 

Arbitrary  taxes — under  which  denomination  are 
comprised  all  those  that  leave  the  quaittuini  of  the 
tax  to  be  raised  on  each  person  to  the  discretion  of 
certain  officers — are  as  contrary  to  the  genius  of 
liberty,  as  to  the  maxims  of  industry.  In  this 
light  they  have  been  viewed  by  the  most  judicious 
oBserversonGovernmenl,whohave  bestowed  upon 
them  the  severest  epithets  of  reprobatioD,  as  con- 
stituting one  of  the  worst  features  usually  to  be 
met  with  in  the  practice  of  despotic  governments. 
It  is  certain,  at  least,  thai  such  taxes  are  particu- 
larly inimical  to  the  success  of  manufacturing, 
industry,  and  ou^ht  carefully  to  be  avoided  by 
a  government  which  desires  to  promote  iL 

The  great  copiousness  of  the  subject  of  this 
Report, lias  insensibly  led  to  a  more  lengthy  pre- 
limmary  discussion,  than  was  originally  contem- 
plated or  intended.  It  appeared  projier  to  investi- 
gate principles,  (o  consider  objections,  and  to 
endeavor  to  establish  the  mility  of  the  thing  pro- 
posed to  be  encouraged,  previous  to  a  specification 
of  the  objects  which  might  occur,  as  meriting  or 
requiring  encouragement,  and  of  th 
which  might  be  jiroper  in  respect  to 
first  purpose  havmg  been  fnlnlled,  it 
pursue  the  second. 


In  the  selection  of  objects,  five  circumstances 
seem  entitled  to  particular  attention:  The  ca- 
pacity of  the  country  to  furnish  the  raw  material — 
the  degree  in  which  the  nature  of  the  manufacture 
admits  of  a  substitute  for  manual  labor  in  ma- 
chinery—the  facility  of  execution— the  extensive- 
uess  of  the  uses  to  which  (he  article  can  be  ap- 
plied— its  subserviency  to  other  interests,  particu- 
larly the  great  one  of  the  national  defence.  There 
are,  however,  objects  to  which  these  circumstances 
are  little  applicable,  which,  for  some  special  rea- 
sons, may  have  a  claim  to  encouragement. 

A  designation  of  the  principal  raw  material  of 
which  each  manufacture  is  composed,  will  serve 
to  introduce  the  r^natks  upon  it;  as,  in  the  first 
place, 

Iron. — The  manufactures  of  this  article  are  en- 
titled to  pre-euunent  rank.  None  are  more  essen- 
tial in  their  kinds^  nor  so  extensive  in  their  uses. 
They  constitute,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  imple- 
ments or  the  materials,  or  both,  of  almost  every 
useful  occupation.  Their  instrumentality  is  every- 
where conspicuous. 

It  is  fortunate  for  the  United  States  that  they 
have  peculiar  advantages  for  deriving  the  full  be- 
nefit of  this  most  valuable  material,  and  they  have 
every  motive  to  improve  it,  with  systematic  care, 
tl  is  to  be  found  m  various  ports  of  the  United 
States,  in  great  abundance  and  of  almost  every 
Quality ;  and  fuel,  the  chief  instrument  in  manu- 
iaciunng  it.  is  both  cheap  and  plenty.  This  parti- 
cularly applies  to  charcoal;  but  there  are  produc- 
tive coal  mines  already  in  operation,  and  strong 
indications,  that  the  material  is  to  oe  found  in 
abundance,  in  a  variety  of  other  pbces. 

The  inquiries  to  which  the  subject  of  this  Re- 
port has  led,  have  been  answered  with  proofs  that 
manufactories  of  iron,  though  gener^ly  under- 
stood 10  be  extensive,  are  far  more  so  than  is 
cominonly  supposed.  The  kinds  in  which  the 
greatest  progress  has  been  made,  have  been  men- 
tioned in  another  place,  and  need  not  he  repeated; 
but  there  is  little  doubt  thai  every  other  kind,  with 
due  cultivation,  will  rapidly  succeed.  It  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  several  of  the  particular  trades,  of 
which  it  is  the  basis,  are  capable  of  being  carried 
on  without  the  aid  of  large  capitals. 

Iron  works  have  greatly  increased  in  the  United 
States,  and  are  prosecuted  with  much  more  ad- 
vantage than  formerly.  The  average  price  before 
the  Revolution,  was  about  sixty-four  dollars  per 
ton;  at  present  it  is  about  eighty;  a  rise  which  is 
chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the  increase  of  manufac- 
tures of  the  material. 

The  still  further  extension  and  multiplication 
of  such  manufactures  will  have  the  double  effect 
of  promoting  the  extraction  of  the  metal  itself, 
and  of  converting  it  to  a  greater  number  of  pro- 
fitable purposes. 

Those  manufactures,  too,  unite  in  a  greater  de- 
gree, than  almost  any  oihera,  the  several  requi- 
sites, which  have  been  mentioned,  as  proper  to  be 
consulted  in  the  selection  of  objects. 

The  only  further  encouragement  of  manufac- 
tories of  this  article,  the  propriety  of  which  may 
be  considered  as  uaqueslionable,  seems  to  be  an 
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e  of  the  duties  oa  foreign  rivai  commo- 

Sceel  is  a  branch  which  has  already  made  a 
considerable  progress,  and  it  is  asceruiaed  that 
some  new  enterprisesj  on  a  more  extensive  scale, 
have  been  lately  set  on  foot.  The  facility  of  car- 
rying it  to  an  extent  which  will  supply  all  inter- 
nal demands  and  furnish  a  considerable  surplus 
for  exportation,  cannot  be  doubted.  The  duty 
upon  tne  importation  of  this  article,  which  is  at 
present  seveniy-five  cents  per  cwt.,  may,  it  is  con- 
ceived, be  safely  and  advantageously  extended  to 
one  hundred  cents.  It  is  desirable  by  decisive  ar- 
rangements, to  second  iheefibrts  which  are  making 
in  so  very  valuable  a  branch. 

The  United  States  already,  in  a  great  measure, 
supply  themselves  with  nails  and  spikes.  They 
are  able,  and  ought  certainly,  to  do  it  entirely. 
The  first  and  most  laborious  operation  in  this  ma- 
nufacture, is  performed  by  vrater-mills;  and  of  the 
persons  afterwards  employed,  a  great  proportion 
are  boys,  whose  early  habits  of  industry  are  of 
importance  to  the  community,  to  the  present  sup- 
port of  their  families,  and  to  ineir  own  future  com- 
fort. Ii  is  not  less  curious  than  true,  that,  in  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  country,  the  making  of  nails  is  an 
occasional  family  manulacture. 

The  exfKdiency  of  an  additional  duty  on  these 
articles  is  indicated  by  an  important  fhcl.  About 
1  S00,000  pounds  of  them  were  imported  into  the 
United  Slates  in  the  course  of  a  year,  ending  the 
30th  of  September,  1790.  A  duty  of  two  cents 
per  pound  would,  it  is  presumable,  speedily  put  an 
end  to  so  considerable  an  importation.  Ana  it  is 
in  every  view  proper  that  an  end  should  be  put 
toil. 

The  manufocture  of  these  articles,  like  that  of 
some  others,  suffers  from  the  carelessness  and  dis- 
honesty of  a  pari  of  those  who  carry  it  on.  An 
inpection  in  certain  cases  might  tend  lo  correct  the 
enl.  It  will  deserve  consideration  whether  a  re- 
gnlation  of  this  sort  cannot  be  applied,  without  in- 
convenience, to  the  exportation  of  the  articles 
either  to  foreign  countries,  or  ftom  one  State  lo 
another. 

The  implements  of  husbaitdry  are  made  in 
several  States  in  great  abuodance.  In  many  places 
it  ii  done  by  the  common  blacksmiths.  And  there 
is  no  doubt  that  an  ample  supply  for  the  whole 
country  can  with  great  ease  be  procured  among 
ourselves. 

Various  kinds  of  edged  tools  for  the  use  of  me- 
chanics are  also  made,  and  a  considerable  quantity 
of  hollow  wares;  though  the  business  of  castings 
has  not  yel  attained  the  perfection  which  might  Be 
wished.  It  is  however  improving,  and  as  there  are 
respectable  capitals  in  gooa  hands,  embarked  tn  the 
prosecution  oi  those  branches  of  iron  manufacto- 
ries, y^ich  are  yet  in  their  infancy,  they  may  alt 
be  contemplated  as  objects  not  difficult  to  be  ac- 
quired. 

To  insure  the  end  it  seems  equally  safe  and  pru- 
dent to  extend  the  duty  ad  valorem  upon  all  ma- 
nufactures of  iron,  of  which  iron  is  the  article  of 
chief  value,  to  ten  percent. 

Fire  arms  and  other  military  weapons  may,  it 


conceived,  be  placed  without  inc 

class  of  articles  rated  at  fifteen  per  ceot.     Then 

exist  already  manufactories  of  these  articles,  which 

only  require  the  stimulus  of  a  certain  demsnd  to 

render  tnem  adequate  to  the  supply  of  the  United 

States. 

It  would  also  be  a  material  aid  lo  maniifactoriei 
of  this  nature,  as  well  as  a  mean  of  public  security 
if  provision  should  be  made  for  an  annuaJ  purchase 
of  military  weapons,  of  home  manufacture  (o  a 
certain  determined  extent,  in  order  to  the  forma- 
tion of  arsenals;  and  to  replace  from  time  to  time 
such  as  should  be  withdrawn  for  use.  so  as  alwayi 
to  have  in  store  the  quaQtity  of  eacn  kind,  which 
should  be  deemed  a  competent  supply. 

But  It  may  hereafter  deserve  Legislative  con- 
sideration, whether  manufactories  of  all  the  ne- 
cessary weapons  of  war  ought  not  to  be  establish- 
ed on  account  of  Government  itself.  Such  esta- 
blishments are  agreeable  to  the  usual  ptaciice  of 
nations,  and  that  practice  seems  founded  on  soffi- 

There  ap^rs  to  be  an  improvidence,  in  leaving 
these  essential  instruments  of  national  defence  to 
the  casual  speculations  of  individual  adventure;  a 
resource  which  can  less  be  relied  upon,  in  this 
case  than  in  most  others ;  the  articles  in  questim 
not  being  objects  of  ordinary  and  indispensable 
private  consumption  or  use.  As  a  general  rule, 
manufactories  on  the  immediate  account  of  Oo- 
vemment  are  to  be  avoided;  but  this  seems  to  be 
one  of  tl^  few  exceptions,  which  that  rule  admits, 
depending  on  very  special  reasons. 

Manufactures  of  steel,  generally,  or  of  whidi 
steel  is  the  article  of  chi«  value,  may  with  adnn- 
tage  be  placed  in  the  class  of  goods  rated  at  seven 
and  anhalf  per  cent.  Asmaniuactures  of  ibis  kind 
have  not  yet  made  any  considerable  progress,  it  is 
a  reason  for  not  rating  them  as  high  as  those  of 
iron ;  but  as  this  material  is  the  basis  of  them,  and 
as  their  extension  is  not  less  praticable,  than  un- 
poriaot,  it  is  desirable  to  promote  it  by  a  some- 
what higher  dut_y  than  the  present. 

A  question  arises,  how  far  it  might  be  expedient 
to  permit  the  importation  of  iron  m  pigs  and  bar* 
free  from  duty  1  It  would  certainly  V  favorable 
to  manufacturets  of  the  article;  hut  the  doubt  is 
whether  it  might  not  interfere  with  its  production. 

Two  circumstances,  however,  abate  if  they  do  not 
remove  apprehension,  on  this  score,  one  is  tne  con- 
siderable mcrease  of  price,  which  has  been  already 
remarked,  and  which  renders  it  probable  that  the 
free  admission  of  foreign  iron  would  not  be  incon- 
sistent with  an  adequate  profit  to  the  proprietor* 


crease  of  manufactures  of  the  article,  i 
quence  of  the  additional  encouragements  proposed 
to  be  given.  But  caution,  nevertheless,  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind  is  most  advisable.  The  measure  siv- 
gested  ought  perhaps  rather  to  be  contemplate, 
subject  to  the  lights  of  further  experience,  than 
immediately  adopted. 

Copper.— The  mauuikctures  of  which  this  arti- 
cle is  susceptible  are  also  of  great  extent  and  uti- 
lity.   Under  this  description,  those  of  brass,  of 
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which  it  is  the  principal  ingiedi^nt,  aie  iDlended 
to  be  iacluded. 

.The  material  is  a  natural  production  of  the 
country.  Mines  of  copper  have  acloally  been 
wroiifht,  and  with  a  profit  to  the  undertakers, 
thou^  it  is  not  known,  that  any  aie  now  in  this 
condition.  And  nothin^g  is  easier,  than  the  intro- 
duction of  it]  from  other  countries,  on  moderate 
terms,  and  in  great  plenty. 

Coppersmiths  and  brass  founder^  jmrticularly 
the  Jormer,  are  numerous  in  the  United  States; 
some  of  whom  carry  on  business  to  a  respectable 

To  muUij)ly  and  extend  manufactories  of  the 
materials  in  question  is  worthy  of  attention  and 
eflbiL  In  order  to  this,  it  is  desirable  to  facilitate 
a  plentiful  supply  of  the  materials.  And  a  proper 
mean  to  this  end  is  to  place  them  in  the  ckss  of 
free  articles.  Copper  in  plates  atidbrass  are  already 
ia  this  predicament ;  but  copper  in  bars  aud  pigs 
is  not  i  neither  is  lapU  oalminarie,  which  together 
with  copper  and  charcoal,  constitute  thecomponent 
ingredients  of  brass.  Tne  exemption  &om  duty 
by  parity  of  reason,  ou^ht  to  embrace  all  such  <u 
these  articles,  as  are  objects  of  importation. 

An  additional  dul^  on  brass  wares,  will  lend  to 
the  general  end  in  view.  Thes?  now  stand  at  fire 
per  ceut^  while  thote  of  tin,  pewter,  and  copper, 
are  rated  at  seven  aod  an  haltT  There  a[^>eus  to 
be  a  propriety  in  eyery  view  in  [dacin^  brass  wares 
vfoa  the  same  level  with  them;  and  it  merits  con- 
sideration whether  the  duly  upon  all  of  them 


material  abounds  in  the  United  States,  and  require* 
little  to  unfold  it  to  an  extent,  more  than  equal  to 
every  domestic  occpision.  A  prolific  mine  of  it 
tuis  lon^  been  opeq  in  the.  Southwestern  parts  of 
Viigima,  and  under  a  public  administialion,  dur- 
ing the  late  warvieldeo  a  considerable  supply  for 
nulilary  use.  Tnis  is  now  in  the  hands  of  mdi- 
viduals,  who  not  only  carry  it  on  with  spirit,  but 
have  establishedmanufactortesofitjalKichmond, 
in  the  same  Stat^. 

Tl^e  duties  already  laid  upon  the  inwortation 
of  this  article,  either  in  its  unm^nufiutureo,  or  man- 
nfaclured  state,  insure  it  a  decisire  advantage  in 
the  home  market — which  amounts  to  considerable 
encouragement.  If  the  duty  on  pewter  ware« 
should  be  raised,  it  would  aflbrd  a  luriher  encou- 
ragement Nothing  else  occurs  proper  to  be  ^ded. 

FoeaiL  C04t~ — 'This  as  an  important  instrument 
of  manufactmes,  may,  without  impropriety,  be 
mentioned  among  the  subjects  of  this  Report. 

A  copious  sup^y  of  it  would  be  of  great  conse- 
quence to  the  irm  branch.  As  an  article  of  house- 
hold fueL  also,  it  is  an  interesting  production  i  the 
utility  of  which  must  increase  in  proportion  to  the 
decrease  of  wood,  by  the  (M'ogreBs  of  settlement 
and  cultivation.  And  its  imiiortance  to  naviga- 
tion, as  an  immense  article  of  tranaportation  coast- 
vlae^is  signally  exemplified  in  Great  Britain. 

It  IS  known,  that  there  are  several  coal  mines 
in  Virginia,  now  worked,  and  appearances  of  their 
existence  are  familiar  in  a  nuniber  of  places. 

The  expediency  of  a  bounty  tm  all  this  spepm 


itf  coal  of  home  production,  and  of  pieoatums  on 
the  opening  of  new  mines,  under  certain  qualifi- 
cations, appears  to  be  wortny  of  particular  exami- 
nation. The  great  importance  of  the  article  will 
amply  iustify  a  reasonable  expanse  in  this  way,  if 
it  shall  tu^ar  to  be  necessary  to,  and  shall  be 
thought  likely  to  answer  the  end. 

Wood.— Several  manu&ctures  of  this  article 
flourish  in  the  United  States.  Ships  are  no  where 
built  in  greater  perfection,  and  cabinet  wares,  gene- 
rally, are  made  little  if  at  al)  inferior  to  those  of 
Europe.  Their  extent  is  such  as  to  have  admitted 
of  considerable  exportation. 

Au  exemption  from  duty  of  the  several  kinds 
of  wood  ordinarUy  used  in  these  mauulactaxes 
seems  to  be  all  that  is  requisite,  by  way  of  encoa- 
ragement.  It  is  recommended  by  the  consideration 
of  a  similar  pcJicy  being  pursued  in  other  couor 
tries,  and  by  the  expediency  of  giving  equal  ad- 
vantwes  to  our  own  workmen  in  wood-  The 
abmnlance  of  timbn  proper  for  ship  buUduig  in  the 
United  StatM  does  not  appear  to  be  any  objection 
to  it.  The  increasing  scarci^  and  growing  im- 
portance of  that  atticte  in  the  European  countries, 
admonish  the  United  States  to  commence,  anil 
systematically  to  pursue  measures  for  the  preser- 
— •■ —  of  their  stock.  Whatever  may  promote  the 

stabliahmi'  "    '  "'         '  '^"'   '' 

ber,  IS  m  various  v  .    . 

SxiNS.— There  are  scarcely  any  manufactories 
of  greyer  importance  than  of  this  article.  Their 
direct  aud  very  happy  influence  upon  agricultuie, 
by  promoting  the  raising  Mi  cattle  of  different 
kinds,  is  a  very  material  teeommeodation. 

It  is  pleasing,  loQ,  to  observe  the  extensive  progress 
they  have  made  in  their  principal  branches ;  which 
arc^so  far  matured  as  almost  to  defy  foreign  com- 
pelititm.  Tanneries  in  particular  are  not  only  car- 
ried on  as  a  regular  bustoese  in  numerous  insumicea 
and  in  varioits  parts  of  the  country,  but  tliey  con- 
stitute in  some  places  a  valuable  item  of  incidodlal 
family  manufactures. 

Bepreaenlations^  however,  have  been  made  im- 
porting the  expediency  of  further  enaoura^ement 
to  the  leather  branch  in  two  ways;  one  by  lucreaa- 
ing  the  duly  on  the  manufactures  of  it,  which  are 
imparted,  the  other  by  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  nark.  In  support  of  the  latter  it  is  alleged  that 
the  price  of  bark,  chiefly,  in  consequence  of  large 
expoitations,  has  risen  within  a  tew  years  from 
about  three  dollars  to  four  dollars  and  a  half  per 

These  sua^estions  are  submitted  rather  as  inti- 
mations, w^h  merit  consideration,  than  as  mat- 
ters, the  propriety  of  which  isoaanifesf.  It  is  not 
clear,  that  an  increase  of  duty  is  necessary ;  and  in 
regard  to  thf  prohibition  d^red,  llieTe  is  no  evi- 
d^ce  of  any  considerable  exportation  hilherto; 
and  it  is  most  proboUe  that  whatever  auemeotar 
tion  of  price  may  hare  taken  ^ace,  is  to  K  attri- 
buted to  an  extension  of  the  tMHoe  demuut  from 
increase  of  manuiaclures,  uid  to  a  decrease  of  the 
supply  in  conseatieiceof  ine  progrew  of  settlement, 
rather  than  to  the  t^iantities  which  h«ve  been  ex- 
ported. 

It  is  meitfieDed,  however,  aa  an  additional  rea- 
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Mm  for  the  probibilion,  that  one  speciesof  the  bark 
Qsoallj'  exported  is  in  Bome  soit  peculiar  to  the 
country,  and  the  material  of  a  very  valuable  dje, 
of  great  u»e  in  some  other  manufactures,  in  which 
the  United  States  hare  begun  a  competition. 

There  may  also  be  ibis  arjcument  in  ftrat  of  in 
increase  of  duty.  The  object  is  of  importance 
enough  to  claim  decisire  eDcouragement,  and  the 
progress  which  has  been  made,  leaTes  do  room  to 
apprehend  an;  iuconTenieDce  on  the  score  of  sup- 
ply from  sach  an  increase. 

It  would  be  of  benefit  to  this  branch,  if  glue 
which  is  now  rated  at  five  per  cent,  were  made 
the  object  of  an  excluding  duty.  It  is  already 
made  in  targe  quantities  at  various  tanneries ;  and, 
UKe  paper,  is  anentireeconomy  of  material,  which, 
if  not  manufactured,  would  bie  left  to  perish.  It 
may  be  placed  with  advantage  in  the  class  of  arti- 
des  paying  fifteen  per  cent. 

Orain. — Manufactures  of  the  several  species  of 
this  article  have  a  title  to  peculiar  favor;  not  only 
becense  they  are  most  of  them  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  subsistence  of  the  citizens,  but 
becanse  tney  enlarge  tbe  demand  for  the  most 
precious  products  of  the  soil. 

Though  flour  may,  with  propriety,  be  noticed 
as  a  manufacture  of  grain,  it  .     .    ■- 


r  fhe  purpose  of  submitting  the  expediency 

general  system  of  inspection  thronghoul  the 

ports  of  the  United  Slates;  which,  if  established 


upon  proper  principles,  would  be  likely 
prove  the  quaKty  of  our  flour  everywhere,  and  to 
raise  its  reputaiion  is  foreign  markets.  There 
are,  howerer,  considerations  which  stand  in  tbe 
way  of  such  an  arrangement.  Ardent  spirits  and 
malt  liquors  are,  next  to  flour,  the  two  principal 
manufactures  of  grain.'  The  first  has  made  a  v^ry 
extensive,  the  last  a  considerable  progress,  in  the 
United  States.  In  respect  to  botn,  an  exclusive 
possession  of  the  home  market  ought  to  be  secured 
to  the  domestic  manufacturers  as  fast  as  circum- 
stances will  admit.  Nothing  is  more  practicable, 
and  nothing  more  desirable.  The  existing  laws 
of  the  United  Slates  have  done  much  toward 
attainingthis  valuable  object;  but 


effectually  secure  it ;  acd  there  does  not  occur  any 
very  weighty  objection  to  either.  An  augmenta- 
tion of  the  duties  on  imported  spirits  would  fevor 
as  well  the  di^lillation  of  spirits  from  molasses  as 
that  of  CTain.  And  to  secure  to  the  nation  the 
benefit  of  a  manufacture,  even  of  foreign  materi- 
als, is  always  of  great,  though  perhap-  of  secondary 
importance,  A  strong  impression  prevails  in  the 
minds  of  those  concerned  in  distilleries  (including, 
toOj  the  most  candid  and  enlightened)  that  greater 
diflerences  in  the  rates  of  auty  on  foreign  and 
domestic  spirits  are  necessary  completely  to  se- 
cure the  succeBsfiil  manufacture  of  the  latter ; 
and  there  are  facts  which  entitle  this  impression 
II  is  known  that  the  price  of  mty- 


laues,  for  some  years  post,  has  been  successively 
riling  in  the  West  India  markets,  owing,  partly, 
to  &  competition  which  did  not  fomeny  exitt, 


and  partly  to  an  extension  of  demand  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  it  is  evident  that  the  late  disturfaanea 
in  those  islands  fVom  which  we  draw  our  prin- 
cipal supply  must  so  far  interfere  with  the  pro- 
duction of  the  article  as  to  occasion  a  mate- 
rial enhancement  of  price.  The  destmction  and 
devastation  attendant  on  tbe  insurrection  id  Hisja- 
nitda,  in  particular,  must  not  only  contribute  very 
much  to  that  effectbut  may  be  expected  to  gin 
it  some  duration.    These  ciictimstnnce^,  and  ^ 


to  maintain  with  adequate  profit,  a  conipetiltiM 
with  the  rum  brought  from  the  West  Indies^tbt 
quality  of  which  is  so  considerably  superior.  The 
consumption  of  Geneva,  or  gin,  in  this  coai)lr]r  ii 
extensive.  It  is  not  long  since  distilleries  tw  ii 
have  grown  up  among  us  to  any  importance. 
They  are  now  becoming  of  consequence,  but  beiiw 
still  in  their  infancy,  tney  require  protection,  fi 
is  represented  that  toe  price  of  some  of  the  mate- 
rials is  greater  here  than  in  Holland,  from  which 
iilace  large  quantities  are  brought ;  the  price  of 
ibor  considerably  greater;  the  capitab  engaged 
in  the  business  there  much  larger  than  ihoM 
which  are  employed  here ;  the  rate  of  profits  at 
which  the  undertakers  can  afford  to  carry  it  on 
much  less;  the  prejudices  in  fevor  of  imported 
gin,  strong.  These  circumstances  are  alleged  to 
outweigh  ^he  charges  which  attend  Ae  bnnging 
of  the  article  from  Europe  to  the  United  States 
and  the  present  difference  of  duty,  so  as  to  obatract 
the  prosecution  of  the  manufacture  with  due  ad- 
vantage. Experiment  could,  perhaps,  alone  decide 
with  certainty  the  justness  of  the  suggestitmi 
which  are  made;  but,  in  relation  to  branches  of 
manu&cturc  so  important,  it  would  sewn  inexpe- 
dient to  hazard  an  unfavorable  issue,  and  better  to 
err  on  the  side  of  too  great,  than  of  too  small  a 
difference,  in  the  particular  in  question,  ft  is, 
therefore,  snbmittea  that  an  addition  of  two  cents 
per  gallon  be  made  to  tbe  duty  on  imported  spirits 
of  the  first  class  of  proof,  with  a  proportioimble 
increase  on  those  of  higher  proof)  and  that  a  de- 
duction of  one  cent  per  gallon  be  made  from  tbe 
duty  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
beginning  with  the  first  class  of  proof,  and  a  pro- 

fartionable  deduction  from  the  duty  on  those  of 
ighei  proof  It  is  ascertained  that  by  far  Ae 
greatest  part  of  the  malt  liquors  consumed  in  the 
United  States  are  the  prodnce  of  domestic  brew- 
eries. It  is  desirable,  and,  in  all  likelihood,  attain- 
able, that  the  whole  consumption  should  be  snp- 
Elied  by  ourselves.  The  malt  liquors  made  at 
orae,  tDongh  inferior  to  the  best,  are  equal  to  a 
great  part  of  those  which  have  been  usually  its- 
ported.  The  progress  already  made  is  an  earnest 
of  what  may  be  accomplished.  The  grooving 
competition  isan  assurance  of  improvement.  Tius 
willoe  accelerated  by  measures  tending  to  invite 
a  greater  capital  into  this  channel  of  eruplor- 
ment.  To  render  the  encouragement  of  dotrtestic 
breweries  decisive,  it  may  be  advisable  to  substi- 
tute to  the  present  rates  of  duty  eight  cents  per 
^lon  generally ;  and  it  will  deserve  to  be  con- 
sidered, as  a  guard  against  invasions,  whether 


1025 


APPENDIX. 


1026 


fteipmt  on  Matu^cuturet. 


there  ought  not  to  be  a  prohibition  of  their  im- 
portatioD,  except  Id  casks  of  considerable  capacity. 
II  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  a  duty  would  Danish 
from  the  market  foreign  malt  liquors  of  inferior 
quality,  and  that  the  hest  kind  only  would  con- 
tinue 10  be  imported,  till  it  ahould  be  Mipplanted 
by  the  eSbrts  of  equal  skill  or  care  at  home.  Till 
that  period  the  importaiion  so  qualified  would  be 
an  useful  stimulus  to  improvemenl ;  and,  in  the 
meaattme,  the  payment  oi  the  iocreased  price,  for 
the  enjoyment  of  a  luxury,  in  order  to  the  encou- 
ragement of  a  most  useful  Dranch  of  domestic  in- 
d(isIr]r,couldD0l  reasonably  be  deemed  a  hardship. 
As  a  further  aid  to  manufactures  of  grain,  thougn 
upon'  a  smaller  scale,  the  articles  of  starch,  hair 
powder,  and  wafers,  may  with  great  propriety  be 
placed  among  ttio&e  whtch  are  rated  at  fitleen  per 
ceut.  No  manufactures  ate  more  simple,  nor  more 
completely  within  the  reach  of  a  full  supply  ftQm 
domestic  sources;  and  il  is  a  policy,  as  common 
as  it  is  obvious,  to  nukke  them  the  objects  either  of 
prohibitOTf  duties  or  of  express  prohibition. 

Flax  and  Hemp. — Manufactures  of  these 
de*  have  so  much  affinity  to  each  other,  and  they 
are  so  often  blended,  that  they  may  with  adran- 
tage  be  considered  m  conjunction.  The  import- 
mace  of  the  linen  branch  to  agriculture,  its  precious 
effects  upon  household  industry,  the  ease  with 
which  the  materiab  can  be  produced  at  home 
any  requisite  extent,  the  great  advances  which 
have  been  already  made  in  the  coarser  ''  '  ' 
them,  especially  in  the  family  way,  c 
clainis  of  pecuLar  force  to  the  pairoDage  of  Go- 
veroment.  This  patronage  may  be  anotded 
various  ways,  by  promotiDg  the  erowth  of  the 
niaterials,  by  increasing  the  impediments  to  an 
aJdvantageuos  competituin  of  rival  foreign  articles, 
by  direct  bounties  or  premiums  upon  the  home 
manulacture.  First,  as  to  promoting  the  growth 
of  the  materials.  In  reuiect  to  hemp,  something 
has  been  already  done  bf  the  high  doty;  upon 
foreign  hemp.  U  the  facilities  for  domestic  pro- 
duction were  not  unusually  great,  the  policy  of 
Ike  duty  on  the  foreign  raw  material  would  be 
hijghly  questionable,  as  mterfering  with  the  growth 
of^manufac lures  of  it  But,  making  the  proper 
allowances  for  diose  facilities,  and  with  an  eye  to 
the  future  and  natural  progress  of  the  country,  the 
measure  does  not  appear,  upon  the  whole,  ex- 
ceptionable. A  strone  wish  naturallv  suggests 
itself  that  some  methoa  could  be  devised  of  afford- 
ing a  more  direct  encouragement  to  the  growth 
both  of  Qax  and  hemp,  such  as  would  be  effectual, 
and  at  the  same  time  not  attended  with  too  great 
inconveniences.  To  this  end  bounties  and  premi- 
ums offer  theoiselves  to  consideration ;  but  no 
modification  of  them  has  yet  occurred  which 
would  net  either  hazard  too  much  expense  or 
operate  nnequally  in  reference  to  the  circum- 
stances of  different  parts  of  the  Union,  and  which 
would  not  be  attended  with  very  great  difficulties 
in  the  execution.  Secondly,  as  to  increaaiog  the 
impediments  to  an  advantageous  competition  of 
rival  foreign  article*.  To  ihis  purpose  an  aug-| 
mentation  of  (he  duties  on  importation  is  (he  o&- 1 
vioos  expedient;  whioh,  in  retard  to  certain  arti- 1 


cles,  ^peats  to  be  recommended  by  sufficient  rea- 
sons. The  principal  of  these  articles  is  sail  cloth, 
one  intimately  connected  with  navigation  and  de- 
fence, and  of  which  a  flourishing  manufactory  is 
established  at  Boston,  and  very  promising  ones  at 
several  other  places.  It  is  presumed  to  be  both 
safe  and  advisable  to  place  this  in  the  class  of  arti- 
cles rated  at  ten  per  cent.  A  strong  reason  for  it 
results  from  the  consideration  that  a  bounty  of 
two  pence  sterling  per  ell  is  allowed  in  Qreat 
Britain  upon  the  exportation  of  the  sail  cloth  ma- 
nufactured in  that  Kingdom.  Il  would  likewise 
appear  to  be  good  policy  lo  raise  the  duty  to  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  following  articles: 
drillings,  osnaburgs,  licklenburgs,  dowms,  canvas, 
brown  rolls,  baggiw  and  upon  all  other  linens 
tbe  first  cost  of  whieh  at  (he  place  of  exportation 
does  not  exceed  thirty-five  cents  per  yard.  A 
bounty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  an 
average,  on  Uie  exportation  of  such  or  similar 
linens  from  Great  Britain  encourages  the  ma- 
nufacture of  them  in  that  country,  and  increases 
the  ol^tacles  to  a  succeuful  competition  in  the 
countries  to  which  they  are  sent  The  quantities 
of  tow  and  other  household  linens  manu&ctured 
in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
expectations  which  are  denved  from  some  late 
experiments  of  being  able  to  extend  the  use  of 
laljor-saving  machines  in  jhe  coarser  fabrics  of 
linen,  obviate  the  danger  of  inconvenience  from 
an  increase  of  the  duty  upon  such  articles,  and 
authorise  a  hope  of  speedy  and  complete  success 
to  the  endeavors  which  may  ^  used  for  procuring 
an  internal  supply.  Thirdly,  as  to  direct  bounties 
or  premiums  upon  the  manufactured  articles.  To 
afford  more  efiectual  encoun^menl  to  the  manu- 
facture, and  at  the  same  time  to  promote  the 
cheafiness  of  the  article,  for  the  benefit  of  naviga- 
tioD,  it  will  be  of  great  use  to  allow  a  bounty  of 
two  cents  per  yard  on  all  sail  cloth  which  ii  oiade 
in  the  United  States  froiii  materials  of  their  own 
growth.  This  would  also  assist  the  culture  of 
those  materials.  An  encouragement  of  this  kind, 
if  adopted,  ought  to  be  established  for  a  moderate 
of  years,  to  invite  to  new  undertakings,  and 
extension  of  the  old.  This  is  an  article  of 
importance  enough  lo  warrant  the  employment  of 

itraordinaiy  means  in  its  favor. 

Cotton. — There  is  something  in  the  texture  of 
this  material  which  adapts  it,  in  a  peculiar  degree, 
'■     -       '        '■  -Lesig--'--'^-- 


to  the  applic 


>n  of  machines. 


I  signal  utility 


vented  in  England,  has  been  noticed  in  another 
place ;  but  there  are  other  machines  scarcely  infe- 
in  utility,  which,  in  the  different  manufacto- 
of  this  article,  are  employed  either  exclusive- 
ly or  with  mpre  uian  ordinary  effect    This  very 
important  circumstance  recommends  the  fabrics 
of  cotton,  in  B  more  particular  manner,  to  a  coun- 
try in  which  a  defect  of  hands  constitutes  the 
greatest  obstacle  to  success.     The  variety  and 
'    It  of  the  uses  to  which  the  manufactures  of 
irticle  are  applicable  is  another  powerful  ar- 
gument in  their  favor.    And  the  faculty  of  the 
United  States  to  produce  the  raw  material  in 
abundance,  and  of  a  quality  which,  though  alleged 
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to  be  inferior  to  some  ihst  ia  produced  in  other 
quBTtera,  is,  oeverlfaeless,  capable  of  being  nsed 
with  adTantaee  in  many  fabrics,  and  is  probably 
susceptible  of  being  carried,  by  a  more  experienced 
culture,  to  much  greater  perfection,  suggests  an 
additional  and  a  very  cogent  inducement  to  the 
vigorous  pursuit  of  the  cotton  branch  in  its  several 
saDdivieioDS.  How  much  has  been  alreBdy  done 
has  been  stated  in  a  [treceflinK  part  of  this  Report. 
In  addition  to  this,  it  may  be  announced  that  a 
society  is  formins  with  a  capital  which  is  expect- 
ed to  be  eitendetf  to  at  leftst  half  a  million  of  dol- 
lars ;  on  behalf  of  which  measures  are  already  in 
trmin  for  ^osecuting,  on  a  large  scale,  the  making 
and  printing  of  cotton  goods.  These  circum- 
stances conspire  to  indicate  the  expediency  of  re- 
moving any  obstructions  which  may  happen  to 
exist  to  the  advanta^ous  prosecution  of  the  ma- 
nufhetories  in  question,  and  of  adding  such  ea- 
couragements  as  may  appear  necessary  and  pro- 
per. The  present  duty  trt  three  cents  per  pound 
on  the  foreign  raw  material  is  undoubtedly  a  very 
serious  impediment  to  the  progress  of  those  ma- 
nufactories. The  injurious  tendency  of  similar 
duties,  either  prior  to  the  establishment,  oi  in  the 
infancy  of  the  domestic  manufacture  of  tne  article, 
as  it  regards  the  manufacture,  and  their  worse 
than  inutility,  in  relation  to  the  home  production  of 
the  material  Itself,  ha»e  been  anticipated,  particu- 
larly in  discussing  the  subject  of  pecaniary  boun- 
ties. Cotton  has  not  the  same  pretensions  with 
hemp  to  form  an  exception  to  the  general  rule. 
Not  being,  tike  hemp,  an  universal  production  of 
the  country,  it  affords  less  assurance  of  an  ade- 


u  the  doubts  wbich  are  entertained  concerning 
the  quality  of  the  national  cotton.  It  is  ailegetT 
that  the  fibre  of  it  is  considerably  shorter  and 
weaker  than  that  of  some  other  places ;  and  it  has 
been  observed,  as  a  general  rule,  that  the  nearer 
the  place  of  growth  to  the  Equator  the  belter  the 
quanty  of  the  cotton.  That  whicn  comes  from 
Cayenne,  Surinam,  and  Demerara,  is  said  to  be 
prefetable,  even  at  a  material  difference  of  price, 
to  the  cotttm  of  the  island: 


may  be  made  to  approach  nearer  than  it  now 
does  to  that  of  regions  somewhat  more  favored  by 
climate;  and,  while  facts  authorize  an  opinion 
that  very  great  use  may  be  made  of  it,  and  that  it 
b  a  resource  which  gives  greater  security  to  the 
cotton  fabrics  of  this  country  than  can  be  enjoyed 
by  any  which  depend  wholly  on  external  supply, 
it  will  certainly  be  wise,  in  every  view,  to  let  our 
infant  manufactures  have  the  iutl  benefit  of  the 
best  materials  on  the  cheapest  terms.  It  is  obvi- 
ous that  the  necessity  of  having  such  materials  is 
proporticmed  to  the  unskilftilness  and  inexperience 
of  the  workmen  employed,  wbo,  if  inexpert,  will 
not  fait  to  commit  g^l  waste  where  the  materi- 
als they  are  to  work  with  are  of  an  indifferent 
kind.  To  secure  to  the  national  manufacturers  so 
essential  an  advanta^,  a  repeal  of  ihe  present  duty 
on  imported  cotton  is  indispensable.  A  substitute 
for  this,  ftr  more  encourtiging  to  domestic  pro- 


ducdoD,  will  also  grant  a  bounty  on  the  aationd 
cotton,  when  wrought  at  a  home  manufactory ;  to 
which  a  bounty  on  (he  exportation  of  it  may  bi 
added ;  but  either  or  both  would  do  much  more 
towards  promoting  the  growth  of  the  article  thai 
the  merely  nominal  enctiutagement  which  it  b 

Sroposed  to  abolish.  The  first  would  also  havet 
irect  infiuence  in  encouraging  the  manufacioier. 
The  botinly  which  has  been  mentioned  as  existia; 
in  Great  Britain  upon  the  exportation  of  coarse 
linens  not  exceeding  a  certain  value,  applies  also 
to  certain  descriptions  of  cotton  goods' of  similat 
valae.  This  furnishes  an  additional  arguntsit  Av 
allowing  to  the  national  manufacturers  the  species 
of  encouragement  just  suggested,  and,  indeei],  for 
adding  some  other  aid.  One  cent  per  yaiid,  not 
le;<s  than  of  a  given  width,  on  all  goods  of  cottta. 
or  of  cotton  and  linen  mixed,  which  are  mano- 
fActnred  in  the  United  States,  with  the  addfiioa 
of  one  cent  pef  pound  weight  of  the  material,  if 
made  of  national  cotton,  would  amount  to  an  aid 
of  considerable  importance  both  to  the  productioa 
and  to  the  manufacture  of  that  wluable  article. 
And  it  is  conceived  that  the  expense  woidd  be 
well  justified  by  the  magnitude  of  the  object 
The  prinltng  and  staining  of  cotton  goods  is  known 
to  be  a  distinct  business  from  the  fabrication  of 
them.  It  is  one  easily  accomplished,  and  which, 
as  it  adds  materially  to  the  value  of  the  article  ■■ 
its  white  state,  and  prepares  it  for  a  variety  of 
new  uses,  is  of  importance  to  be  promoted.  At 
imported  cottons,  equally  with  those  which  are 
made  at  home,  may  be  the  objec 


mi\  I 


Lsideraiio 


ought  not  fo  be  allowed  to  be  drawn  back  in^ 
of  those  who  print  or  stain  them.  This  meastire 
would  certainly  operate  as  a  powerful  encourage' 
ment  to  the  business;  and,  though  it  may  in  ■ 
decree  counteract  the  original  fabrication  of  the 
articles,  it  would  probably  more  than  competisate 
for  this  disadvantage  in  the  rapid  growth  of  a  col- 
lateral branch,  which  is  of  a  nattire  sooner  to  at- 
tain to  maturity.  When  a  sufficient  prc^ess  shall 
have  been  made,  the  drawback  may  be  abrogated, 
and  by  thai  time  the  domestic  supply  of  the  arti- 
cles to  be  printed  or  stained  will  have  been  ex- 
tended. If  the  duty  of  seven  and  a  half  per  cent. 
on  certain  kinds  of  cotton  goods  were  extended  Id 
all  goods  of  cotton,  or  of  which  it  is  the  principal 
material,  it  would  probably  more  than  coaalei^ 
balance  the  effect  of  the  dMwback  proposed  in 
rdation  to  the  fabrication  of  the  articfe.  And  no 
material  objection  occurs  to  such  an  extension. 
The  duty,  then,  considering  all  the  circumstances 
which  attend  goods  of  this  description,  could  not 
be  deemed  inconveniently  high ;  and  it  may  be 
inferred,  from  various  causes,  that  the  prices  of 
them  would  still  continue  moderate.  ManuAe- 
tories  of  cotton  goods  not  long  since  estaUisbed 
at  Beverly,  in  Massachusetts,  and  at  Providence. 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  conducted  with 
a  perseverance  corresponding  with  the  patriotic 
motives  which  began  them,  seem  to  have  over- 
come the  first  obstacles  to  success,  prodtKiDg 
corduroys,  velverets,  fuaiians,  jeans,  and  other 
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similar  articles,  of  a  quaiitj  which  will  bear  a 
comparison  with  the  like  articles  brought  from 
Manchester.  The  one  ai  Providence  has  the 
merit  of  being  the  first  in  introducing;  into  the 
United  States  the  celebrated  cotton  mill,  which 
not  only  furnishes  mBlerials  for  thai  manufactory 
itself  but  for  the  supply  of  private  families  for 
household  manufacture.  Other  manufactories  of 
the  rame  material,  as  regular  businesses,  hare  also 
been  begun  at  different  places  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, bnt  all  Upon  a  smaller  scale  than  those 
above  mentioned.    Some  essays  are  also  making 


kind  already  on  foot 

Wooi^ — In  a  country  the  climate  of  which  par- 
takes of  so  considerable  a  proportion  of  Winter  as 
that  of  a  great  part ,  of  the  United  States,  the 
woollen  branch  cannot  be  regarded  as  infenor  to 
any  which  relates  to  the  clothmg  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. Household  manufactures  of  this  material 
are  carried  on,  in  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  to  a  very  interesting  extent ;  but  there  is 
only  one  branch  which^  as  a  regular  twsiness,  can 
be  said  to  have  acquired  maturity;  this  is  the 
making  of  hats.  Hatsof  wool,  and  of  wool  mixed 
with  fur,  are  made  in  large  quantities  in  different 
States;  and  nothing  seems  wanting  but  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  materials  to  render  the  manufac- 
ture commensurate  with  the  demand.  A  promls- 
ittg  essay  towards  the  fabrication  of  cloths,  cassi 
meres,  and  other  woollen  goods,  is  likwise  going 
on  at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut:  Specimens  <^ 
the  different  kinds  which  are  made,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Secretary,  evince  that  these  fabrics 
hare  attained  a  very  considerable  degree  of  per- 
fection. Their  qnalltr  certainly  sur^sses  any 
thing  that  could  have  been  looked  for  in  so  short 
a  tirne  and  under  so  great  disadvantages,  and  con' 
spires,  with  the  scantiness  of  the  means  which 
hare  been  at  the  command  of  the  directors,  to 
form  the  eulc^um  of  that  public  spirit,  perseve- 
rance, and  jndgment,  which  nave  been  able  to  ac- 
complish so  much.  To  cherish  and  bring  to  ma- 
turity this  precious  embryo  must  engage  Uie  most 
ardent  wishes,  and  proportionable  regret,  as  far  as 
the  means  of  dbing  it.  may  appear  difficult  oi 
oncertain.  Measures  which  should  tend  to  pro- 
mote an  abundant  supply  of  wool,  of  good  quality, 
would  probably  afford  the  most  emcacions  aid 
that  present  circumstances  permit  To  encourage 
the  raising  and  improving  the  breed  of  sheep  at 
home  would  certainly  be  the  moat  desirable  expe- 
dient for  that  jiurpose;  but  it  may  not  be  alont 
sufficient,  especiallv  as  it  is  yet  a  problem  whethei 
oar  wool  be  capable  of  such  a  degree  of  improve- 
ment as  to  render  it  fit  for  the  finer  fabrics.  Pre- 
minms  would  probably  be  found  the  best  means 
of  [vomoting  the  domestic,  and  bounties  the  foreign 
supply ;  the  first  may  be  within  the  compass  of 
the  institution  hereafter  to  be  submitted;  the 
last  would  require  a  specific  Lefislative  provision. 
If  any  bounties  are  granted,  they  otight,  of  course, 
t )  be  adjusted  with  an  eye  to  quality  as  well  as 

Juanlity.    A  fund  for  this  purpose  may  be  derived 
rom  the  addition  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  to 


present  rate  of  duty  on  carpets  and  carpeting, 

mcrease  lo  which  the  nature  of  the  articles 

^gests  no  objection,  and  which  may  at  the  same 

time  furnish  a  motive  the  more  to  the  fabrication 

of  them  at  home,  toward  which  some  beginnings 

have  been  made. 

Silk.— The  production  of  this  article  is  attend- 
ed with  great  facility  in  most  parts  of  the  United 


-lufactnre  of  what  is  produced.    Stockings,  band- 
kerchiefs,  ribbons  and  buttons,  are  made,  though 


ifactory  of  lace,  upon  a  scale  not  very 
,  has  been  long  memorable  at  Ipswich, 

the  State  of  Massac htisetts.  An  eiemption  of 
the  material  from  the  duty  which  it  now  pays  on 
''mportation,  and  premiums  upon  the  production 
:o  be  dispensed  under  the  direction  of  the  institu- 
ioD  before  alluded  to,  seem  to  be  the  only  species 
of  encouragement  advisable  at  so  early  a  stage  of 
the  thing. 

Oi^sB. — The  materia  for  making  glass  are 
found  everywhere.  In  the  United  States  there  is 
no  deficiency  of  iliem.  The  sands  and  stones 
called  Tarso,  which  includes  flinty  and  christaLUne 
snbstancesgenera]ly,and  the  salts  of  Various  plants, 
particularly  of  the  sea-weed  kaK  or  kelp,  consti- 
tute the  essential  in^edtents.  An  extraordinary 
abuodacKe  of  fuel  is  a  particolar  advantage  en- 
joyed by  this  country  for  suchmaHuiictures.  They, 
nowever.  require  large  capitals  and  involve  mscn 
manual  labor. 

Different  manu&ctories  of  glass  are  now  on  foot 
in  the  United  States.  The  present  duty  of  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent,  on  all  imported  articles  of  glass 


manufaclor 
eligible,  the  n 


laiderable  encouragement  ti 
If  anything  in  addition  is  judged 
t  proper  would  appear  to  be  a  di- 


bounty  on  window  glass  and  black  bottles. 
The  first  recommends  itself  as  an  object  of  general 


;  the  last  adds  to  that  character,  the 
circumstance  of  being  an  importantitem  in  brewe- 
ries. A  complaint  is  made  of  great  deficiency  in 
this  respect, 

GrsPownER.— No  small  progress  has  been  at 
late  made  in  the  manufaerare  ofthb  very  import- 
ant article.  It  may,  indeed,  be  considered  as  al- 
ready established ;  but  its  high  importance  renders 
its  further  extension  very  desirable.  The  encou- 
ragements which  it  already  enjoys,  are  a  duty  of 
ten  per  cent,  on  the  foreign  rival  article,  and  an 
exemption  of  sah-petre,  one  of  the  principal  ingre- 
dients of  which  it  IS  composed,  from  duty.  Alike 
exemption  of  sulphur,  another  chief  ingredient, 
woula  appear  to  Iweqiially  proper.  No  quantity  of 
this  article  has  yet  been  produced,  from  internal 
sources.  The  use  made  of  it  in  finishing  the  bot- 
toms ofsh(ps,isan  additional  inducement  to  placing 
it  in  the  class  of  free  goods.  Regulations  for  the 
careful  inspection  of  the  article  would  have  a  fa- 
vorable tendency. 

P  AFER . — Manufactories  of  paper  are  amon^  those 
which  are  arrived  at  the  greatest  maturity  m  the 
United  States,  and  are  most  adequate  to  national 
supply.    That  of  paper-hangings  is  a  branch  in 
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which  respectable  progress  has  been  made.  No 
thing  material  seems  wanting  to  the  further  suc- 
cess of  this  valuable  braDch,  which  is  already  pro- 
tected by  a  compeleai  duty  on  similar  imported 
articles. 

Id  the  enumeration  ol  the  several  kinds,  made 
subject  to  that  duty,  sheetioff  and  cartridge  papei 
have  been  omittedl  These  being  the  most  simple 
manufactures  of  the  sort,  and  necessary  to  military 
supply,  as  well  as  ship-building,  recommend  them- 
selves equally  with  those  of  other  descnpti 
couragement,  and  appear  to  be  as  fully  within  the 
compasa  of  domestic  exertions. 

Printed  Books.— The  great  number  of  presses 
disseminated  throughout  the  Union,  seem  to  afford 
an  assurance  that  there  is  no  need  of  being  indebt- 
ed to  foreign  countries  for  Uie  printing  of  the  books 
which  are  used  in  the  United  Slates.  A  duty  of 
ten  per  cent,  instead  of  five,  which  is  now  charged 
upon  the  article,  would  have  a  tendency  to  aid  the 
business  internally. 

It  occurs  as  an  objection  to  this,  that  it  may  have 
an  unfaTorable  aspect  toward  literature,  by  raising 
the  prices  of  books  in  universal  use  in  private 
families,  schools,  and  other  leminaries  of  learnio. 
But  the  difference,  it  is  conceived,  would  be  will 
out  eSect.  As  to  books,  which  usually  fill  the 
libraries  of  the  wealthier  classes  and  of  professional 
men,  such  an  augmentation  of  prices,  as  might  be 
occasioned  by  an  additional  duty  of  five  per  cent. 
would  be  too  little  felt  to  be  an  impediment  to  the 
acquisition. 

And  with  regard  to  books  which  may  bespecially 
imported  for  toe  use  of  paiticalar  Seminaries  of 
Leaming,and  of  Public  LilraTie$,a  total  exemption 
from  duly  would  be  advisable,  which  woufd  go 
far  toward  obviating  the  objection  just  mentioned. 
They  are  now  subject  to  a  duty  of  five  per  cent 
As  to  the  books  in  most  general  family  use,  the 
constancy  and  universality  of  the  demand  would 
insure  exertions  to  furnish  them  at  home,  and  the 
means  are  completely  adequate.  It  may  also  be 
expected  ultimately,  m  this  as  in  other  cases,  that 
the  extension  of  the  domestic  manufacture  would 
conduce  to  the  cheapness  of  the  article.  It  ought 
not  topass  unremarked,  that  to  encourage  the  print- 
ing of  books  is  to  encourage  the  maoufacture  of 
paper. 

Refined  SuoARBANn  Chocolate — Are  among 
the  number  of  extensive  and  prosperous  domestic 
manufactures.  Drawbacks  of  the  duties  upon  the 
materials  of  which  they  are  respeclivelyniade,  in 
cases  of  exportation,  would'have  a  beneficial  infiu- 
ence  upon  the  manufacture,  and  would  conform 
to  a  precedent  which  has  been  already  furnished 
in  the  instance  of  molasses  on  the  exportation  of 
distilled  spirits. 

Cocoa.  therawmaterial,nowpaysadutyof  one 
cent  per  Ib.j  while  chocolate,  which  is  a  prevailing 
and  very  simple  manufacture,  is  comprised  in  the 
mass  ofarticles  rated  9t  no  more  than  nve  per  cenL 
There  would  appear  to  be  a  propriety  in  encou- 
raging the  manufacture  by  a  somewhat  higher 
duty  on  its  foreign  rival  than  is  paid  on  the  raw 
material.  Two  cents  per  lb.  on  imported  chocolate 
would,  it  is  presume)!,  be  without  inconvenience. 


of  the  several  kinds  of  manufactures,  whi 
have  occurred  as  requiring,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
as  most  proper  for  public  encouragement ;  a:  I  sneb 
measures  for  affording  it  as  have  appeared  best 
calculated,  to  answer  the  end,  have  been  suggest- 
ed. The  observations  which'  have  accompanied 
this  delineation  of  objects,  supercede  the  oecesaty 
of  many  supplementary  remarks.  One  or  two, 
however,  may  not  he  altogether  superfluous. 

Bounties  are  in  various  instances  proposed  as 
one  species  of  encouiafement.  It  is  a  similar  ob' 
jection  to  tbem  that  tney  are  difficult  to  be  ma- 
naged and  liable  to  frauds.  But  neither  that  diA- 
culty  nor  this  danger  seems  suEQciently  great  u> 
coimlervail  the  advantages  of  which  they  are  pro- 
ductive, when  rightly  applied.  And  it  is  presumed 
to  have  been  shown  that  they  are  in  some  cases, 

Sirlicularly  in  the  infancy  Of  new  enterprises,  in- 
ispensable. 

It  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  guard  with  ex- 
traordinary circumspection  the  manner  ofdifpens- 
ing  them.  The  requisite  precautions  have  been 
thought  of;  but  to  enter  into  the  detail  would 
swell  this  Report  already  voluminous,  to  a  size  too 
inconvenieut.  u  the  principle  shall  not  he  deemed 
inadmissible^  the  means  of  avoiding  an  abuse  o(  it 
will  not  be  likely  to  present  insurmountable  obsta- 
cles. There  are  useful  guides  from  practice  in 
other  quarters.  It  shall.  theTefore,only  be  remarked 
here,  m  relation  to  this  point,  that  the  bounty 
which  may  be  applied  to  the  manufacture  of  an 
article,  cannot  with  safety  extend  beyond  tboBt 
mariufactories  at  which  the  making  of  the  article 
is  a  r^ular  trade.  It  would  be  impossible  to  an- 
nex adequate  precautions  to  a  benefit  of  that  na- 
ture, if  extended  to  every  private  family  in  which 
the  manufacture  was  incidentally  carried  on.  and 
its  being  a  merely  incidental  occupation,  wliich 
engages  a  portion  of  lime  that  would  otherwise  be 
lost,  It  can  be  advantageously  carried  on  wilboni  so 
special  an  aid. 

The  possibility  of  diminution  of  the  revenue 
may  also  present  itself  as  an  object  to  the  arrange- 
ments which  have  been  submitted.  But  there  i> 
no  truth  which  may  be  more  firmly  relied  upon 
than  that  the  interests  of  the  revenue  are  promot- 
ed by  whatever  promotes  an  increase  of  natioaal 
industry  and  wealth.  In  proportion  to  the  degree 
of  these,  is  the  capacity  of  every  country  to  con- 
tribute to  the  public  treasury ;  and  where  the  ca- 
pacity to  pay  is  increased,  or  even  is  not  decreased, 
the  only  consequence  of  measures  which  diminish 
any  particular  resource,  is  a  change  of  the  object. 
If,  t>y  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  an  article  at 
home,  the  revenue  which  has  been  wont  to  accrue 
mportation  should  be  lessened,  an  indem- 
nification can  easily  be  found,  either  out  of  the 
manufacture  itself,  or  from  seme  other  object 
which  may  be  deemed  more  convenient.  The 
measures,  however,  which  have  been  submitted, 
taken  aggregately,  will,  for  a  long  time  to  come, 
rather  augment  than  decrease  the  public  revenue. 

There  is  little  room  to  hope  thkt  the  progress 
of  manu&ctutes  will  so  equally  keep  pace  with 
the  progress  of  population,  as  to  prevent  even  a 


v.^,. 


1038 


ARPENDIX. 


Report  on  Mamtfacturet—The  PubUc  Lands. 


gradual  anrmentatioD  of  the  prodnct  of  the  duties 
on  imported  articles.  As,  nevertheless,  an  aboli- 
tion ID  some  iostaaces,  and  a  reductioa  in  others 
of  di  Lies  which  tiave  been  pledged  for  the  Public 
Debt  is  proposed,  it  is  essential  that  it  should  be 
Mcompaoied  with  a  competent  substitute.  I: 
der  to  this,  it  is  requisite  that  all  the  additional 
duties  which  shall  be  laid,  be  appropriated  in  the 
first  instance,  to  replace  all  defalcations  which  may 
proceed  from  any  such  abolition  or  diminution.  It 
IE  erident,  at  first  glance,  that  thejr  will  not  only 
be  adequate  to  this,  but  will  yield  a  considera- 
ble nir^us.     This  surplos  will  serve, 

Ist.  To  constitute  a  fund  for  paying  the  boun- 
ties which  shall  have  been  decreed. 

2d.  To  constitute  a  fund  for  the  operations  of  a 
Board  to  be  established,  for  promoting  arts,  agri- 
culture^ manufactures  and  commerce.  Of  Uiis 
institution,  different  intimations  have  been  given 
in  the  course  of  this  Report.  An  outline  of  a  pit 
for  it  shall  now  be  submitted. 

Let  a  certain  annual  sum  be  set  apart,  and  placed 
luder  the  management  of  Commissioners,  not  less 
tlum  three,  to  consist  of  certain  officers  in  the  Go- 
Temment  and  their  successors  in  office.  Let  these 
Commissioners  be  empowered  to  apply  the  fund 
confided  to  them  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
emigration  of  artists  and  manufacturers  in  particu- 
lar branches  of  extraordinary  importance,  to  in- 
duce the  prosecution  and  iniroduction  of  useful 
discoveries,  inventions  and  improvements,  by  pro- 
portionate rewards,  judiciously  held  out  and  ap- 
plied, to  encourage  by  premiums,  both  honorable 
and  niciativ^  the  exertions  of  individuals,  and  of 
classes,  in  relation  to  the  several  objects  tney  are 
charged  with  promoting,  and  to  afford  such  other 
aids  to  those  ORJects,  as  may  be  generally  designat- 
ed by  law.  The  (Jommissioners  to  render  to  the 
Lwslature  an  annual  account  of  their  transactions 
and  disbursements ;  and  all  such  suras  as  shall  not 
have  be  enapplied  to  the  purposes  of  their  trust,  at 
the  end  of  every  three  years,  to  revert  to  the  Trea- 
sury. Itmayalsobeenjoined  upon  them  nollodnw 
out  the  money,  but  for  the  purpose  of  some  specific 
disbursement.  It  may  moreover  be  of  use,  to  au- 
thorize them  to  receive  voluntary  contributions; 
making  it  their  duty  to  apply  them  to  the  particu- 
lar objects  for  which  ihey_  may  have  been  made, 
if  any  shall  have  be«n  designated  by  the  donors. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  progress  of 
particular  manufactures  has  been  much  retarded 
by  the  want  of  sfcilfut  workmen.  And  it  often 
happens  that  the  capitals  employed  are  not  equal  to 
the  purposes  of  brioging  from  abroad  workmen  of 
a  superior  kind.  Here,  in  cases  worthy  of  it,  the 
auxiliary  agency  of  Government  would  in  all  pro- 
bability be  useful.  There  are  also  valuable  work- 
men in  every  branch,  who  are  prevented  from 
emigrating  by  the  want  of  means.  Occasional 
aids  to  such  persons,  properly  administered,  might 
be  a  source  of  valuable  acquisitions  to  the  country. 

The  propriety  of  stimulating  by  rewards  the 
invention  and  introduction  of  useful  improve- 
ments, is  admitted  without  difficulty.    But  the 


Sts  in  this  way  must  evidently 
le  manner  of  conducting  them. 


It  is  probable,  that  the  placing  of  the  dispensation 
of  those  rewards  under  some  proper  discretionary 
direction,  where  they  may  be  accompanied  by  col- 
lateral expedients,  will  serve  to  give  them  the 
surest  efficacy.  It  seems  impracticable  to  appor- 
by  general  rules,  specific  compensations  for  dis- 
jries  of  unknown  and  disproportionate  utility. 
The  great  use  which  may  be  made  of  a  fund  of 
this  nature  to  procure  and  import  foreign  improve- 
ments is  particularly  obvious.  Among  these,  the 
article  ormachinea  would  form  a  most  important 


adverted  to,  nwether  with  the  advantages  which 
have  resulted  Irom  their  dispensation,  under  the 
direction  of  certain  public  and  private  societies. 
Of  this,  some  experience  has  been  had  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  Pro- 
motion ofManufactures  and  Useful  Arts;  but  the 
funds  of  that  association  have  been  loo  contracted 
to  produce  more  than  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
good  to  which  the  principles  of  it  would  have  led. 
It  may  confidently  be  affirmed  that  there  is  scarcely 
any  thing  which  has  been  devised,  better  calculated 
to  excite  a  general  spirit  of  improvement  than  the 
institutions  of  this  nature.  They  are  truly  invdn- 
able. 

In  countries  where  there  is  great  private  wealth, 
much  may  be  efifected  by  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  patriotic  individuals;  but  in  a  community 
situated  like  that  of  the  United  States,  the  public 
purse  must  supply  the  deficiency  of  private  re- 
source. In  what  can  it  be  so  useful,  as  in  promoting 
and  improvins  the  efforts  of  industry? 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  1^  the  Trtamtry. 


TBE  PUBUC  LANDS. 
Tax  Snarriav  vt  SrxTt,  to  whom  wa>  refcried  bj 
the  Pbisidimt  or  rMs  Uritid  Statxb  the  roolntion 
of  CongtwB  lequesting  the  pTBodent "  to  cauN  an  eati* 
Mate  to  b«  laid  befcra  OwifWH,  ■tduk  nait  nwrni 
of  Aequantirr  auddtuatlanorilM  bud*  not  daimad 
by  the  Indiana,  nor  granted  to  nor  daimed  by  anj 
cttiiBiu  of  the  United  Stalea,  within  th«  Tanitiny 
ceded  to  the  United  Stalea  by  the  Stats  of  North 
Cuoiina,  and  within  the  TenibHy  of  the  UnlMd 
etatet  NorthwMt  of  Ibe  river  Ohio,"  nakea  thweoi 
the  ftDowing  RepOTt: 

The  Territory  ceded  by  the  State  of  North  Ca- 
rolina to  ibe  United  States,  by  deed  bearing  date 
the  25th  day  of  February^  1790,  is  bounded  as  fol- 
lows,  to  wit :  Beginning  in  the  boundary  between 
.  .._inia  aud  Noith  Carolina,  that  is  to  say,  in  the 
parallel  of  latitude  36  degrees  30  minutes  north 
from  the  Equator,  on  the  extreme  height  of  the 
Stone  Mountain,  where  the  said  boun&ry  or  pa- 
rallel intersects  it,  and  running  thence,  along  tbe 
said  extreme  height,  to  the  place  where  Wataugo 
river  breaks  througn  it ;  thence,  a  direct  course  to 
the  top  of  the  Yellow  Mountain,  where  Bright's 
road  crosses  the  same ;  thence,  along  the  ridge  of 
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the  said  mountain,  between  the  waters  of  Doe 
lirer  and  the  waters  of  Rock  eteek,  to  the  place 
where  the  road  crosses  the  Iron  Mountaia;  from 
tbeace,  along  the  extreme  height  of  said  moun- 
tain, to  where  Nidichuckey  rirer  runs  through  the 
same  J  thence  to  the  top  of  the  Bald  Mountain; 
thence,  along  the  extreme  height  of  the  said  moun- 
tain, to  the  Painted  Rock,  or  French  Broad  rirer ; 
thence,  along  the  highest  ridge  of  the  said  moun- 
tain, to  the  mace  where  it  is  called  the  Great  Iron 
or  Smoky  Mountain ;  thence,  along  the  extreme 
height  of  the  said  mountain,  to  the  place  where  it 
is  called  the  Unaka  Mountain,  between  the  Indian 
towns  of  Cowee  and  Old  Chota ;  thence,  along  the 
main  ridge  of  the  said  mountain,  to  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  said  State  of  North  Carolina,  that 
is  to  say,  to  the  parallel  of  latitude  35  degrees 
Borthfiomthe  Equator;  thence,  westwardly,uong 
the  said  boundary  or  parallel,  to  the  middle  of  the 
river  Mississippi  j  thence,  up  the  middle  of  said 
rirer,  to  where  ii  is  intersected  by  the  first-men- 
tioned parallel  of  36  degrees  30  minutes;  thence, 
along  tne  said  parallel,  to  (he  beginnins:  which 
tract  of  country  is  a  degree  and  a  naif  of  latitude 
from  north  to  south,  and  about  three  hundred  and 
sixty  mile^  in  general,  from  east  to  west,  as  near- 
ly as  may  be  estimated  from  such  maps  as  exist 
of  that  country. 

The  Indians  haring  claims  within  the  said  tract 
nf  country  are  the  Cherokees  and  Chickasaw^ 
whose  bouudaiiea  are  settled  by  the  Treaties  of 
Hopewell,  concluded  with  the  Cherokees  on  the 
28th  day  of  November,  1785,  and  with  the  Cbtcka- 
saws  on  the  lOtb  day  of  January,  I786j  and  br  the 
Treaty  of  Hobton,  concluded  with  the  Cherokees, 
Julr  3, 1791.  These  treaties  acknowledge  to  the 
saia  Indiana  all  the  lands  westward  and  southward 
of  the  following  tines,  to  wit :  Beginning  in  the 
boundary  between  South  and  North  Carolina, 
where  the  South  Carolina  Indian  boundary  strikes 
the  same;  thence,  north,  to  a  point  from  which  a 
line  is  to  be  extended  to  the  river  Clinch,  that 
shall  pass  the  Holston,  at  the  ridge  which  divides 
the  waters  running  into  Little  river  from  those 
running  into  the  Tennessee ;  thence,  up  the  river 
Ciinch,  to  Campbell's  line,  and,  along  the  same,  to 
the  top  of  the  Cumberland  Mountain ;  thence,  in  a 
direct  course,  toward  the  Cumberland  river,  where 
the  Eentucky  Toad  crosses  it,  as  far  as  the  Vir- 
ginia line,  or  parallel,  aforesaid,  of  36  degrees  and 
30  minutes ;  thence,  westwardly,  or  eastwardly, 
ai  the  case  shall  be.  along  the  said  line  or  parallel, 
to  the  point  thereof,  which  is  due  northeast  from 
another  point  to  be  taken  on  the  dividing  ridge  of 
Cumberland  and  Duck  rivers,  forty  miles  from 
Nashville ;  thence  southwest,  to  the  point  last  men- 
tionedj  on  the  said  dividing  ridge,  and  along  the 
■aid  dividing  ridge  northwestwardly,  to  where  it 
ia  intersected  by  the  said  Virginia  line  or  parallel 
of  36  degrees  30  minutes.  So  that  there  remained 
to  the  iMited  States  the  right  of  pre-emption  of 
the  !ands  westward  and  southward  of  the  said 
lines,  and  the  absolute  right  to  those  northward 
thereof,  that  is  to  say,  to  one  parcel  to  the  east- 
ward, somewhat  triangular,  comprehending  the 
counties  of  Sullivan  and  Washington,  and  parts 


of  those  of  Greene  and  Hawkins,  running  abotf 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  east  to  west,  oa 
the  Virginia  boundary  as  its  base,  and  betweea 
eighty  and  ninety  miles  from  north  to  south  where 
broadest,  and  containing,  as  may  be  conjecttued, 
without  pretending  to  accuracy,  between  seven 
and  eight  thousand  square  mites,  or  about  five 
millions  of  acres :  And  to  one  other  parcel,  to  the 
westward,  somewhat  triangular  also,  coiophehertd- 
ing  parts  of  the  counties  of  Sumner,  Davidson, 
and  Tennessee,  the  base  whereof  extends  about 
one  hundred  and  filly  miles  also,  from  east  to  west, 
on  the  same  Virginia  line,  and  its  height  tma 
north  to  south  about  fifty-five  miles,  and  so  may 
comprehend  about  four  thousand  square  miles,  or 
upwards  of  two  and  a  half  millions  of  «crea  of 
land. 

Within  these  triangles,  however,  are  the  fol- 
lowing claims  of  citizens,  reserved  by  the  deed  of 
cession,  and  consequently  forming  excepdon*  to 
the  rights  of  the  United  States : 

I.  Appropriations  by  the  Slate  of  North  Caio- 
iina  for  their  Continental  and  State  officen  and 
soldiers, 

II.  Grants  and  titles  to  grants  veated  in  indi- 
viduals by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

in.  Entries  made  in  Armstrcnig^  office,  under 
an  act  of  that  State,  of  1783,  for  the  redemption 
of  specie  and  other  certificates. 

The  claims  covered  by  the  first  reservatiaB 

Isl.  The  bounties  in  land  ^ven  by  the  said 
State  of  North  Carolina  to  their  Continental  line, 
in  addition  to  those  given  by  Congress.  These 
were  to  be  located  within  a  district  bounded  noith- 
wardly  by  the  Virginia  lint  and  southwardly  by 
a  line  parallel  thereto,  and  GAy-five  miles  distant; 
westwardly  by  the  Tennessee ;  and  eastwardlf  by 
the  meridian  of  the  intersection  of  the  Virginia 
line  and  Cumberland  river.  Grants  have  accord- 
ingly issued  for  i;339,49e  acres,  and  warrants  for 
the  further  quantity  of  1,549,726  acres,  making, 
together,  2,789,224  acres. 

be  noted  that  the  southwestern  and  south- 


lines  established  by  the  treaties  of  Hopewell  and 
Holston,  and  consequently  in  a  country  wherein 
the  Indian  title  is  acknowledged  and  guar«nleed 
by  the  United  States.  No  information  is  received 
of  the  exact  proportion  of  the  locations  made  with- 
in these  angles. 

2d.  Bounties  in  land  to  Evans's  battalion,  raised 
for  State  purposes.  These  were  to  be  taken  west 
of  Cumberland  Mountain.  The  locations  are  not 
yet  made. 

The  second  reservation  covers  the  following 

1.  Lands  for  the  Surveyor  General's  fees  for 
laying  out  the  military  bounties,  to  be  located  in 
the  military  district.  The  grants  already  issued 
on  this  account  amount  to  30,203  acres. 

8.  Grants  to  Isaac  Shelby,  Anthony  Bledsoe, 
and  Absalom  Talum,  Commissioners  for  laying 
out  the  military  bounties;  and  to  guards,  chain- 
carriers,  markers,  and  hunters,  v^lto  attended  them 
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already  issued  to  the  amount  of  63,932  acres,  lo- 
cated in  the  military  district. 
•  3.  Entries  in  Washington  county,  amounting 
to  746,382j  acres ;  for  214  541}  of  which,  grants 
bBTC  already  issued.  Of  the  remainiiw  531,821) 
acres,  a  Qoosiderable  proportion  were  declared  void 
by  the  laws  of  tbe  State,  and  were  particularly 
excluded  from  the  cover  of  the  reserration  in  the 
deed  of  cession  by  this  clause  in  it,  .to  wit:  "  Pto- 
vidtd,  Thatnothinghereincontainedshallextend, 
or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  the  making  good  any 
entry  cr  entries,  or  any  grant  or  grants,  heretofore 
<leclarcd  void  by  any  act  or  acts  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State."  Still  it  is  to  be  conud- 
ered  that  many  of  these  persons  hare  settled  and 
improved  the  unds,  are  willinE,  as  is  said,  to  com- 
ply with  such  conditions  a*  sb^  be  required  of 
other  purchasers,  forma  strong  barrier  on  thefiew 
frontier  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  HoUton,  and 
are,  therefore,  objects  meriting  the  consideraticm 
of  the  Legislature. 

.4.  Entries  in  Sulliran  county,  amounting  to 
840,634  acres;  for.  173,338  acres  of  which  pants 
have  .already  issued.  Of  the  remaining  entries, 
many  are  certified  void,  and  othen  understood  to 
be  lapsed,  or  otherwise  voidable  under  the  laws 
of  the  State. 

5.  Certain  -pre-emption  ri^ts,  granted  to  the 
first  settlers  of  Dsvi^n  cotmty,  on  Cumberland 
river,  amountine  to  309,760  acres. 

6.  A  grant  or200,000  acres  to  Bicbard  Hender- 
son and  others,  on  Fowel's  and  Clinch's'rivers, 
extendiug  up  Powel's  river  in  a  breadth  of  not 
less  than  four  miles,  and  down  Clinch's  from  their 
jimction  in  a  breadth  not  less  than  twelve  mile*. 
A  great  part  t^  this  is  within  the  Indiaa  territory. 

Amon^  the  grants  of  the  State  now  under  re- 
capitulation, as  forming  exc^tinns  out  of  the  ab- 
solute rights  of  the  United  States,  are  not  to  be 
reckoned  here  two  sraats  of  3,000  each  to  Alex- 
ander Martin  and  David  Wiliion,  adjacent  to  the 
lands  allotted  to  tbeofficert  and  soldier* ;  nor  a  grant 
of  25,000  acres  on  Duck  river  to  the  late  Major 
Qeaeral  Greene ;  because  they  are  wholly  within 
the  Indian  territory,  as  acknowledged  by  the  trea- 
ties of  Hopewell  and  HoUton. 

The  extent  of  the  third  reservatioa  in  favor  of 
entries  made  in  Armstroitg's  office  is  not  yet  en- 
tirely known,  nor  can  be  until  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1792,  the  last  day  given  for  perfecting  them. 
The  sum  of  certificates,  however,  which  had  been 

giid  for  these  warrants  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
Ute,  before  the  20th  day  of  May,  1790,  reaches, 
in  all  probability,  near  to  their  whole  amount. 
This  was  £373,649  Ss.  5d.  currency  of  that  State, 
and,  at  the  price  of  £10  the  hundred  acres,  estab- 
lished by  law,  shows  that  warrants  had  issued  for 
3,736,493 acres.  Forl,762,6e0acresoflheM,granls 
have  passed,  which  appear  to  have  been  located 
partly  in  the  counties  of  Greene  and  Hawkins, 
and  partly  in  the  county  from  thence  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi, as  divided  into  Eastern,  Middle,  and  West- 
ern Districts.  Almost  the  whole  of  these  locations 
are  within  the  Indian  territory.  Besides  the  war- 
rants paid  for  as  before  mentioned,  it  is  known 
that  there  are  Mnae  others  outstanding  and  not 


psid  for ;  but,  perhaps,  these  need  not  be  taken  into 
account,  as  payment  of  them  has  been  disputed, 
on  the  ground  that  the  lands  being  within  the  In- 
dian territory,  caimot  now  be  delivered  to  the 
holders  of  the  warrants. 

On  a  review  of  alt  the  reservations,  after  mak- 
ing such  conjectural  allowance  as  our  informa- 
''~~i  authorizes,  for  the  proportion  of  them,  which 
may  be  within  the  Indian  boundaries,  it  appears 
probable  they  cover  all  the  ceded  lands  suscepti- 
ble of  culture  and  cleared  of  tbe  Indian  title,  that 
is  to  say,  all  the  habitable  parts  of  the  two  triangles 
before  mentioned,  excepting  only  the  lands  south 
ofFrench  Broad  and  Big  Pigeon  rivers.  These 
part  of  the  tract  appropriated  by  the  laws  of 
the  Stale  to  the  use  or  the  Indians,  whose  title 
being  purchased  at  the  late  treaty  of  Holston,  they 
are  now  free  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  United  States, 
and  are  probably  the  only  lands  open  to  their  dis- 
posal within  this  Southwestern  Territory  which 
can  excite  the  attention  of  purchasers.  They  are 
supposed  to  amount  to  about  300,000  acres,  and 
we  are  told  that  three  hundred  families  have  al- 
ready set  down  upon  them  without  right  or  11- 

The  territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of 
the  Ohio  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  that  river, 
on  tlte  east  by  Pennsylvania,  on  the  north  ana 
west  by  the  lines  which  divide  the  United  States 
from  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain. 

The  part  of  this  territory  occupied  by  Indiani 
II  north  and  west  of  the  following  lin^  establish- 
ed with  (he  Wyandota,  Delawares,  Chippewas, 
and  Ottawas,  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Mcintosh,  and 
with  the  Shawanese,  by  that  of  the  Great  Miami,  to 
wit :  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyahoga,  and 
running  up  the  river  to  the  portage  between  that 
and  the  Tuscaroras  branch  of  the  Muskingum ; 
then  down  the  said  branch  to  the  forks  at  the  cross- 
ing pkce  above  Fort  Lawrence ;  then  westwardly, 
towards  the  portage  of  the  Big  Miami,  to  the 
main  branch  of  that  river ;  then  down  the  Miami 
to  tbe  fork  of  that  river  next  below  the  Old  Foit 
which  was  taken  by  the  French  in  1752;  thence 
doe  west  to  the  river  De  la  Panse,  and  down  that 
river  to  the  Wabash.  So  far,  the  lines  are  pre- 
cisely deBned,  and  the  whole  country  southward 
of  these  tines  and  eastward  of  the  Wabash  cleared 
of  the  claims  of  those  Indians,  as  it  is  also  of  those 
of  the  Pottawatomies  and  Sacs  by  the  treaty  of 
Muskingum.  How  far  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Wabash  the  soathem  boundary  of  the  Indians  has 
been  defined  we  knownot.  It  is  only  understood, 
in  general,  that  their  title  to  the  lower  country, 
between  that  river  and  the  Illinois,  has  been  for- 


riy  extinguished  by  the  French  while  in  their 
possession.  As  to  that  country,  then,  and  what 
lies  still  beyond  the  Illinois,  it  would  seem  expe- 
dient that  nothing  be  done  until  a  fair  ascertain- 
ment of  boundary  can  take  place  by  mutual  con- 
sent between  Us  and  the  Indians  interested. 

The  country  within  the  Wabash,  the  Indian 
line  before  described,  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and 
tbe  Ohio,  contains,  on  a  loose  estimate,  about 
55.000  square  milo,  or  35,000,000  of  acres. 

During  the  Britisb  government,  great  niimben 
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«f  penons  had  formed  themselves  m  companies, 
under  differeoi  names,  such  as  the  Ohio,  the  Wa- 
ba^  the  Illinois,  the  Mississippi,  or  Vandalia 
CoiDpanies,  and  had  covered  with  their  applica- 
tions a  gieac  part  oi  this  territory.  Some  of  them 
had  obiaiaed  orders,  on  certain  con ditiona,  which, 
bavins  never  been  fulfilled,  their  titiea  were  never 
competed  by  grants;  others  were  only  in  a  state 
of  negotiation  when  the  British  authority  w»sdis- 
coDlinued.  Some  of  these  claims  being  already 
under  aspecial  rsference,  by  order  of  Congress,  and 
all  of  them  probably  falling  under  the  operation 
of  the  same  principles,  they  will  not  be  noticed  in 
ihe  present  Report. 


ofce _ 

IL  Those  which  have  arisen  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stales  themselves. 

Under  the  first  head  presents  itself  the  tract  of 
country  from  the  completion  of  the  41sl  degree  to 
42  degrees  2  minutes  of  north  latitude,  and  extend- 
ing from  the  Pennsylvania  line  before  mentioned 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  westward,  not  men- 
tioned in  the  deed  of  Connecticut,  while  all  the 
oouuiry  westward  thereof  was  mentioned  to  be 
ceded.  About  two  and  a  half  millions  of  acres  of 
this  may,  perhaps,  be  without  the  Indian  lines  be- 
fore mentioned. 

1.  A  reservation  in  the  deed  of  Virginia  of  the 
possessions  and  titiea  of  the  French  and  Canadian 
inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  of  the  Kaakaskias, 
St.  Vincennes,  and  the  neighboring  villages,  who 
had  profesaed  themselves  citizens  of  Virginia, 
which  rifthts  have  been  settled  by  an  act  ot  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
amnting  lands  to  the  inhabitants  and  setdersal 
Vincennes  and  the  llliDois  country,  in  the  Terri- 
tory Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  for  confirming 
them  in  their  possessions."  These  lands  are  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  several  villages. 

2.  A  reservation  in  the  same  deed  of  a  quantity, 
not  exceeding  150,000  acres  of  land,  for  Qeneral 
Oeor^  Rogers  Clark,  and  the  officers  and  sobjier* 
of  his  regiment,  who  were  at  the  reduction  of 
Kaskaskias  and  St.  Vincennes,  to  be  laid  off  in 
such  place,  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio,  as 
a  majority  of  the  officers  should  choose.  They 
chose  they  should  be  laid  off  on  the  river  adjacent 
to  the  rapids,  which  accordingly  has  been  done. 

a  A  reservation  in  the  same  deed,  of  lands  be- 
tween the  Sciota  and  Little  Miami,  to  make  up  to 
the  Virginia  troops  on  Continental  establishment 
the  quantity  which  the  good  lands  in  their  southern 
allotment  might  fall  short  of  the  bounties  given 
them  by  the  hiws  of  that  Stale.  By  a.  statement 
of  the  16th  September,  1788,  it  appears  that 
734,045)  acres  had  been  surveyed  for  them  on  the 
southeastern  side  of  the  Ohio;  that  1,395,385^ 
acres  had  been  surveyed  on  the  northwestern  side; 
that  warrants  for  649  649  acres  more,  to  be  laid  off 
on  the  same  side  of  the  river,  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  Surveyor,  and  it  was  supposed  there  might 
still  be  some  few  warrants  not  yel  presented;  so 
that  this  reservation  may  be  stated  at  2,045,034^ 
acres,  or  perhaps  some  itnall  matter  more. 


III.  The  claims  of  individual  citizens,  derived 
from  the  United  States  themselves,  are  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1.  Those  of  the  Continental  Army,  founded  on 
the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  September  16, 1776^ 
August  12,  and  September  30,  1780,  and  fixed  by 
the  ordinance  of  May  20, 1786.  The  resolution  of 
October  22,  1787,  and  the  supplementary  ordi- 
nance of  July  9,  1788,  in  the  seven  ranjges  of 
townships,  b^iiming  at  a  point  on  the  Ohio,  due 
north  from  the  western  termination  of  a  line  thm 
lately  run,  as  the  southern  boundary  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  or,  in  a  second  tract  of  1,000,000  of  acreis 
bounded  east  by  the  seventh  rcuige  of  the  ^d 
townships,  south  by  the  lands  of  Cutler  and  Sar- 
gent, north  by  an  extension  of  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  the  said  townships,  and  going  towards  the 
west  so  &r  as  to  include  the  above  quantity ;  or, 
kstly  in  a  third  tract  of  country,  begetting  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and  running  up  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  river  Au  Vause;  thence  np  the 
some  till  it  meets  a  west  line  from  the  moQth  of 
the  Little  Wabash ;  thence  along  that  line  to  the 
Great  Wabash ;  thence  down  the  same  and  ike 
Ohio  to  the  beginning.  The  sum  total  of  the  said 
militatv  claims  is  1,851,800  acres. 

2.  Those  of  the  individuals  who  made  purchase* 
of  land  at  New  York,  within  the  said  seven  ranges 
of  townships,  according  to  the  resolutiona  of  Coo- 
gresE  of  April  21,  1787,  and  the  supplementary 
ordinance  of  July  9,  1788;  which  claims  anoont 
to  150,896  acres. 

3.  The  purchase  of  one  million  end  a  half  acres 
of  land  by  Cutler  and  Sargent  on  behalf  of  cer- 
tain individuals  associated  under  the  name  of  the 
Ohio  Company.  This  bwns  where  the  Ohio  is 
intersected  by  the  western  boundary  of  the  seventh 
range  of  townships,  and  runs  due  north  on  thai 
boundary  1,306  cbams  and  25  links;  thence,  doe 
west,  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  seventeenth 
range  of  townships;  thence,  due  sooth,  to  the 
Ohio,  and  up  that  river  to  the  beginning;  the 
whole  area  containing  1,761,760  acres  m  land^ 
whereof  281,760  acres,  consislitu  of  various  lots 
and  townships,  are  reserved  to  the  United  Sutea. 

4.  The  purchase  by  the  same  Cutler  and  3«r- 
eent,  on  behalf  also  of  themselves  and  others. 
This  begins  at  the  northeastern  angle  of  the  tract 
of  their  purchase  before  described,  and  runs  due 
north  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  tenth  town- 
ship from  the  Ohio ;  thence,  due  west,  to  the 
Scioto ;  thence,  down  the  same,  and  up  tke  Ohio, 
to  the  southwestern  angle  of  the  said  purchaae 
before  described,  and  alone  the  western  and  notth- 
ern  boundaries  thereof  to  the  begitming ;  the  irhole 
area  containing  4,901,480  acres  of  land ;  out  of 
which,  however,  five  lots,  to  wit:  Nos.S,  11, 16,26, 
and  29,  of  every  township  of  six  miles  square,  are 
retained  by  the  United  States,  and  out  of  the 
whole  are  retained  the  three  townshipsofOoaden- 
hutten,  Schoenbrun,  and  Salem ;  and  certain  lands 
around  them,  as  wiU  be  hereafter  mentioned. 

5.  The  purchase  of  John  Cleves  Symmes, 
bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Great  Miami ;  on  the 
south  by  the  Ohio.;  on  the  east  b^  a  line  which  is 
to  begin  on  the  bank  of  the  Ohio,  twenty  miles 
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from  the  mouth  of  the  Oreat  Miami,  «s  meuored 
&I01UF  the  sereral  courses  of  the  Ohio,  and  to  run 
parallel  with  the  general  course  of  the  said  Great 
Miami ;  and  on  the  north  by  an  east  and  west  line 
so  run  as  to  include  1,000,000  of  acrea  in  the  whole 
area,  whereof  Gre  lots,  numbered  as  before  men' 
tioned,  are  reserved  out  of  every  town^ip  by  the 
United  States. 

It  is  suggested  that  this  purchaser,  under  color 
of  a  first  «nd  larger  proposition  to  the  Board  of 
Treasury,  which  was  never  closed,  (but,  pending 
that  proposition,)  sold  sundry  parcels  of  land  be- 
tween his  etutem  boundary,  before  mentioned, 
and  the  Little  Miami,  and  that  the  ptuchasers 
have  settled  thereon.  If  these  suggestions  jwova 
true,  the  settlers  will  perhaps  be  thought  to  merit 
the  &vor  of  the  Legislature,  as  pnrchasns  for 
valuable  consideration,  and  without  noUce  of  the 
defect  of  title. 

The  contracts  fat  lands,  which  were  at 
time  under  consideration  with  Messrs.  Flint  and 
Parker,  and  with  Colonel  Moigan,  were  never  so 
far  prosecuted  as  to  bring  either  party  under  any 
obli^tion.  All  proceedings  thereon  were  discon- 
tinued at  a  very  early  stage,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
uofurtherviewsexistwi^anyoiherporty.  These, 
therefore,  are  not  to  be  enumerated  ammg  ex. 
isting  claims. 

6.  Three  townshHw  were  reserved  by  (he  ordi- 
nance of  May  30, 1765,  adjacent  to  Lake  Ehe,  for 
lefogees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for 


other  purposes,  according 
gress,  made  or  to  be  made 
.would,  of  course. 


restdutions  of  Con- 
1  that  subject.  These 
,120  acrcL 


7.  The  same  ordinance  of  May  30, 1789,  appro- 

Eriated  the  three  townsoran«de[ihatten,Schoeu 
run,  and  Salem,  on  the  Muskingum,  for  thi 
Christian  Indians  formerly  settled  there,  or  thi 
remains  of  that  Society,  with  the  grounds  round 
about  them;  and  the  quantity  of  the  said  circum- 
jacent ^oimds,  for  each  of  the  said  towns,  was 
delermued  by  the  resolutioa  of  Congress,  of  Sep- 
tember 3, 1788,  to  be  so  much  as^  with  the  plat  of 
its  respective  town,  would  make  up  4,000  acres; 
so  that  three  towns  and  their  circumjacent  lands 
were  to  amount  to  13,000acres.  This  reservation 
was  accordiflgly  made  oat  of  the  larre  pnrchase  of 
Cutler  and  Urgent,  which  ctnnprehended  them. 
The  Indians,  however,  for  wh<m  the  reservation 
was  made,  have  chosen  to  emigrate  beyond  the 
limits  erf'  the  United  States,  so  that  the  lands 
reserved  for  them  still  remain  to  the  United 
States. 

On  the  whole,  it  appean  that  the  United  States 
may  rightfully  dispose  of  aU  the  lands  between 
the  Wabash  and  the  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  the 
forty-first  parallel  of  latitude,  and  the  Indian  tines 
described  m  the  treaties  of  the  Great  Miami,  and 
Fori  Mcintosh,  with  exceptions  only  of  theruhts 
saved  by  the  deed  of  cession  of  Virginia,  and  oT  all 
rishts  legally  derived  from  the  GoTerameai  of  the 
l^ted  States;  and,  supposing  the  part  south  of 
the  Indian  lines  to  contain,  as  before  conjectured, 
about  35,000,000  of  acres,  and  that  the  claims  of 
citizens  before  enumerated  may  amoiml  to  be- 
tween 13^000,000  and  14,000j000,  there 


the  dispoaal  of  the  United  SttiM  upwards  of 
21,000.000  of  acres  in  this  northwestern  qimter. 

Ana  ihouch  the  want  of  actual  surveys  of  some 
parts,  and  ofa  general  delineation  of  the  wbtde  on 
paper,  so  as  to  exhibit  to  the  eye  the  locations, 
forms,  and  relative  positions  of  the  rights  before 
described,  may  prevent  onr  forming  a  well-defined 
idea  of  tnem  at  this  distance,  yet.  on  the  spot, 
these  difficulties  exist  bnt  in  a  small  deeree.  The 
individuals  there  employed  in  the  detaOs  of  buy- 
ing, selling,  and  locating,  possess  local  informations 
of  the  parts  which  concern  them,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  keep  clear  of  each  other's  rights ;  or,  if  in  some 
intances  aconBieitrf'claimsGhoaldBrise,  from  any 
want  of  certainty  in  their  definition,  a  local  Judge 
will  doubtless  be  provided  to  decide  them  without 
delay,  at  least  provinonally.  Time,  instead  of 
ctearing  up  these  uncertainties,  will  cloud  diem 
the  more,  by  the  death  or  removal  of  witnesses 
the  disai^>earanca  of  lines  and  marks,  change  of 
parties,  and  other  oasualties. 

TH.  JEFFERSON, 

SecnUoTi  Iff  Slate. 

NOVBHBBR  B,  1791. 

OBTAINING  PRE8H  FHOM  8ALT  WATER. 

"Hie  BacammT  at  Stiti,  to  whom  was  refenedbf 
the  House  of  H^resentatires  of  the  United  Stales^ 
the  petition  of  Jacob  IsMcts,  of  Newport,  in  Rliodo 
Island,  hs*  sxauiined  into  the  truth  and  in^MCtSBM 
of  the  allegatioiu  therein  set  Ibrth,  and  makea  tkan* 
on  the  fbUowing  B^ort : 

The  petition  sets  forth,  thai,  by  various  experi* 
menis,  with  considerable  labor  and  expense,  he 
has  discovered  a  method  of  converting  salt  water 
into  ftesh,  in  the  proportion  of  ei^t  pints  out  of 
ten,  by  a  ptoetas  so  simple  that  it  may  be  per- 
formed on  board  of  vessels  at  sea^  by  the  common 
caboose,  (with  small  alteration,)  by  the  same 
fire  and  in  the  same  time  which  is  used  for  cook- 
ing the  ship's  provisions;  and  offers  to  convev  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  a  faithM 
account  of  his  art,  or  secret,  to  be  used  by  or 
itbin  the  United  States,  on  their  giving  to  him 
reward  suitable  to  the  importance  of  the  db- 
covery,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  Qovernment,  ade- 
quate to  his  expenses  and  the  time  he  has  devoted 
to  the  bringing  it  into  effect. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  merit  of  the  petition- 
er's discovery,  it  becomes  necessary  to  examine 
the  advances  already  made  in  the  art  of  convert- 
ing salt  water  into  fresh. 

Lord  Bacon,  to  whom  the  world  is  indebted  for 
the  first  germs  of  so  many  branches  of  science, 
had  observed,  that,  with  a  heat  sufficient  for  dis- 
tillation, salt  will  not  rise  in  vapor,  and  that  salt 
water  distilled,  is  fresh.  And  it  would  seem  that 
all  mankind  might  have  observed,  that  the  earth 
is  supplied  with  fresh  water  chiefly  by  exhalation 
from  the  sea,  which  is  in  fact  an  insensible  distil- 
lation effected  by  the  heel  of  the  sun.  Yet  this, 
though  the  most  obvious,  was  not  the  first  idea  in 
the  essays  for  converting  salt  water  into  fresh. 
Filtration  was  tried  in  ram,  and  congelation  conld 
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Obtaimng  DtAfrom  Salt  Water. 


be  leaorted  to  onlr  in  the  coldeil  re^ona  mod  ira- 
aona.  In  all  the  eailier  trials  by  distillation,  Eome 
mixture  was  thought  necessary  to  aid  the  opera- 
tion by  a  partial  precipitation  ot  the  salt,  and  other 
foreign  matteis  contamed  in  sea  water.  0/  this 
kind  were  the  methods  of  Sir  Richard  Hawking 
in  the  sixteenth  century ;  of  Glauber,  Ha«ion,  and 
Lister,  in  the  seventeenth  century ;  and  of  Hales, 
Appleby,  Butler,  Chapman,  Hoffman,  and  Dove, 
in  the  eighteenth  century:  nor  was  there  anything 
in  these  methods  worthy  noting  no  the  present 
occasion,  except  the  very  simple  still,  contrived 
extempore  by  Captain  Chapman,  and  made  from 
sticb  mateikls  as  are  to  be  founa  on  board  every 
ship,  great  or  small.  This  was  a  common  pot 
with  a  wooden  lid  of  the  ustial  form,  in  the  cen- 
tre of  which  a  hole  was  bored  to  receive  perpen- 
dicnlarl  V  a  short  wooden  tube,  made  vrith  an  inch 
and  hid/ auger,  which  perpendicular  tube  received 
at  its  top,  and  at  an  acute  angle,  another  tube  of 
wood  abo,  which  descended  till  it  joined  a  third, 
of  pewter,  made  by  rolling  u^  a  dish,  and  passii^ 
it  obli^nely  through  a  cask  ot  cold  water.  Wim 
this  simple  machine  he  obtained  two  quarts  uf 
fresh  water  an  hoar,  and  observed,  that  the  ex- 
pense of  fuel  would  be  very  trifling,  if  the  still 
was  contrived  to  stand  on  the  fire  along  with  the 
ship's  boiler. 


I  water,  which  he  supposed  would  be  the 
purest,  and  then  sea  water,  without  any  miitu 
which  he  expected  would  be  the  least  pure, 
order  10  arrange  between  these  two  supposed  i 
tremes  the  degree  of  merit  of  the  several  ingre- 
dients he  meant  to  try.  "To  his  great  surprise," 
as  he  confesses,  "the  sea  water,  distilled  without 
any  mixture,  was  as  pure  as  the  rain  water."  He 
pursued  the  discovery,  and  established  the  fact 
that  a  pure  and  potable  fresh  water  may  foe  ob- 
tained 'rom  salt  water  by  simple  distillation,  with- 
out the  aid  of  any  mixture  for  fining  or  precipi- 
tating its  foreign  contents.  In  1767,  he  proposed 
an  extempore  still,  which,  in  fact,  was  Chapman's, 
only  substituting  a  gun-barrel  instead  ol  Chap- 
man's pewter  tube,  and  the  hand-pump  of  the 
ship  to  ne  cut  in  two  obliquely,  and  joined  again 
at  an  acute  angle,  instead  of  Chapman's  wooden 
tubes  bored  express;  or,  instead  of  the  wooden  lid 
and  upright  tune,  he  proposed  a  tea-keltle  (with- 
out its  lid  or  handle)  to  be  turned  bottom  upward 
over  the  mouth  of  the  pot,  by  way  of  still-head, 
and  a  wooden  tube  leading  from  the  spout  to  a 
gun-barrel  passing  through  a  cask  of  water,  the 
whole  luted  with  equal  parts  of  chalk  and  meal 
moistened  with  salt  water. 

With  this  apparatus  of  a  pot,  tea-kettle,  and 
gun-barrel,  the  Dolphin,  a  twenty-gun  ship,  in  her 
voyage  round  the  world,  in  1761,  from  nftv'six 
gallons  of  sea  water,  and  with  nine  pounds  of 
wood  and  tixty-nine  pounds  of  pit-coal,  made 
forty-two  gallons  of  good  fresh  water,  at  the  rate 
of  eight  gallons  an  hour.  The  Dorsetshire,  in  her 
passage  irom  Gibraltar  to  Mahon,  in  1768,  made 
nineteen  quarts  of  pure  water  in  tour  hours,  with 
tea  pounds  of  wood.    And  the  Slambal,  in  1773, 


between  Bombay  and  Bengal,  with  a  hand-piimpi, 
gun-barrel,  and  a  pot,  of  six-gatlons  of  sea  water 
made  ten  quarts  or  fresh  water  in  three  hours. 

In  1771,  Dr.  Irvin,  putting  together  Lind's  idea 
of  distilling  without  a  mixture.  Chapman's  stiU, 


ration,  obtained  a  premium  of  £5,000  f 
British  Parliament.  He  wet  his  tube  constantlr 
with  a  mop,  instead  of  passing  it  through  a  cask 
of  water.  He  enlarged  its  bore,  also,  in  order  to- 
give  it  a  freer  passage  to  the  vapor,  and  thereby 
increase  its  quantity  by  lessening  toe  resistance 


pressure  on  the  evaporating  surface.    Thi&  last 

STOvement  was  his  own,  and  it  doubtless  coi^ 
uted  to  the  success  of  his  models;  and  we  may 
suppose  the  enlargement  of  die  tube  to  be  usefhl 
to  that  point  at  which  the  central  parts  of  the 
vapor,  [nssing  through  it,  would  begin  to  escape 
condensation.  Lord  Mulgrave  used  his  metboit 
in  bis  voyage  towards  the  North  Pole,  in  1773, 
making  from  thirty-four  to  forty  gallons  of  fresh 
water  a  day,  without  any  great  addition  of  fuel, 
as  he  says. 

M.  de  Bougainville,  in  his  voyage  rcrand  the 
world,  used,  very  successfully,  a  still  which  had 
been  contrived  in  17^,  by  Foyisonier,  so  as  to 
guard  against  the  water  being  thrown  over  from 
the  boiler  into  the  pipe  by  the  agitation  of  the 
ship.  la  this,  one  singularity  was  that  the  fur- 
nace ot  fire-box  was  in  the  middle  of  the  boiler, 
so  that  the  water  surrounded  it  in  contact.  This 
still,  however,  wa9  expensive,  and  occupied  mncb 
room. 

Buch  were  the  advances  already  made  iti  the 
'  of  obtaining  fresh  from  salt  water,  when  Mi- 


experiment  only,  the  Secretary  of  State  asked  tbe 
favor  of  Mr.  Riitenhouse,  President  of  the  Ame- 
rican Philosophical  Society,  of  Dr.  Wistsr^  Pre- 
sident of  Chemistry  in  the  College  of  PhtladeJ- 
phiL  and  Dr-  Hutchinson,  Professor  of  Chemistry 
m  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  present 
at  the  experiments.  Mr.  Isaacks  fixed  the  pot  of 
a  small  caboose,  with  a  tin  cap  and  straight  lube  of 
tin  passing  obliquely  through  a  cask  ot  cold  wa- 
ter;  he  made  use  of^a  mixture,  the  composition 
of  which  he  did  not  explain,  and  from  twenty- 
four  pints  of  .wa  water,  taken  up  about  three  miles 
out  of  the  Capes  of  Delaware  at  flood  tide,  he 
distilled  twenty-two  pints  of  fresh  water  in  four 
hours,  with  twenty  pounds  of  seasoned  pine,  whicb 
was  a  little  wetted  oy  having  lain  in  the  rain. 
In  a  second  experiment^  of  the  21st  of  March, 

Sirformed  in  a  furnace  and  five  gallon  still  at  the- 
oUeg^  from  thirty-two  pints  of  sea  water  he 
drew  thirty-one  pints  of  fresh  water  in  seveit 
hours  and  twenty-four  minutes,  with  fifty-wie 
pounds  of  hickory,  which  had  been  cut  about  six 
months.  In  order  to  decide  whether  Mr.  Isaacks's 
mixture  contributed  in  any  and  what  degree  to 
the  success  of  tbe  operation,  it  was  thought  proper 
to  repeat  his  experiment  under  the  same  circum- 
stances exactly,  except  the  omission  of  the  mix- 
ture. Accordingly,  on  the  next  day,  the  same 
quantity  of  sea  water  wu  put  into  the  same  still. 
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the  same  furnace  was  used,  and  fuel  from  the 
iame  parcel.  It  yielded,  as  his  hitd  done,  ibiny- 
one  pints  of  fresh  water  in  eleven  minutes  more 
of  time,  and  with  tea  pounds  less  of  wood. 

Od  tne  24th  of  Match,  Mr.  Isaaeks  performed 
a  third  experiment.  Pot  this,  a  common  iron  pot, 
of  three  and  a  half  gallons,  was  fixed  in  bnck- 
work.  and  the  flue  from  the  hearth  wound  once 
round  the  pot  spirally,  and  then  passed  off  up  a 
chimney.  The  cap  was  of  tin,  and  a  straight  tin 
tube  of  about  two  inches  diameter,  passing  ob- 
liquely thioa^  a  barrel  of  water,  served  instead 
of  a  worm.  Tram  sixteen  pints  of  sea  water  he 
drew  off  fifteen  pints  of  fresh  water,  in  two  hours 
and  fifty-five  minutes,  with  three  pounds  of  dry 
hickory  and  eight  pounds  of  seasoned  pine.  This 
experiment  was  also  repeated  the  next  day,  with 
the  same  apparatus  and  fuel  from  the  same  parcel, 
but  without  die  mixture.  Sixteen  fiatu  of  sea 
water  yielded,  in  like  manner,  fiReen  pmts  of  fresh, 
in  one  minute  more  of  time,  and  with  hiif  a  pound 
leas  of  wood.  On  the  whole,  it  was  evident  that 
lir.  Isaacks's  mixture  produced  no  advantage, 
either  in  the  process  or  result  of  the  distillaiioa. 

The  distilled  water  in  all  these  instances  was 
found,  on  experiment,  to  be  as  pure  as  the  best 
pomp  water  of  the  city.  Its  taste,  indeed,  was 
■tot  as  agreeable,  but  it  was  not  such  as  to  pro- 
duce any  disgust.  In  fact  we  drink,  in  common 
life,  in  many  place;^  and  under  many  circum- 
stances, and  almost  always  at  sea,  a  worse  tasted 
and  probably  a  less  wholesome  water. 

The  obtaming  fresh  from  salt  water,  for  ages 
was  considered  as  an  imponant  desideratum  for 
the  use  of  navigators.  The  process  for  doing  xhu 
by  simple  distil&tion  is  so  efficacions,  the  erecting 
hh  extempore  stiU  with  such  utensils  as  are  found 
on  board  of  every  ship,  is  so  practicable,  as  tc 
thorize  the  assertion  tnat  this  desideraium  is  satis- 
fied to  a  very  useful  degree.  But,  though  this  has 
been  dtme  for  upwards  of  thirty  years;  though  its 
reality  has  been  established  by  the  actual  experi- 
ence of  several  vessels  which  have  had  recourse 
to  it,  yet  neither  the  fact  nor  process  is  known  to 
the  mass  of  seamen,  to  whom  it  would  be  the  most 
osefuL  and  for  whom  it  was  principally  wanted. 
The  Secretary  of  State  is  therefore  of  opinion 
that,  since  the  subject  has  been  brought  under  ob- 
servation, It  should  be  made  the  occasion  of  dis- 
•eminaliog  its  knowledge  generally  and  effectu- 
ally among  the  sea-fario^  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  The  following  is  one  of  the  many  me- 
thods which  might  be  proposed  for  doing  this: 

Let  the  clearance  for  every  vessel  suling  from 
the  ports  of  the  United  Stales  be  printed  on  paper, 
on  the  back  whereof  shall  be  a  printed  account  of 
the  essays  which  have  been  made  for  obtaining 
fresh  from  salt  water,  mentioning  briefly  those 
which  were  unsuccessful,  and^  more  fully,  those 
which  have  succeeded;  describing  the  methods 
which  have  been  found  to  answer  ior  constructing 
extempore  stills  of  such  implemeDts  as  are  gene- 
rally on  board  of  every  vessel,  with  a  recommend- 
ation, in  all  cases  where  they  shall  have  occasion 
to  resort  to  this  expedient  for  obtaining  water,  tc 
publish  the  reiiUt  of  their  trial  in  some  gazette 


their  return  to  the  United  States,  or  commu- 
nicate it  for  puMieation  to  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  order  that  others  may,  by  their 
success,  be  encouraged  to  make  similar  trials,  and 
be  benefited  by  any  improvements  or  new  ideas 
which  may  occur  to  them  in  practice. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

PniLADELFHIA,  Nov.  21, 1791. 

INDIAN  HOBnUTIES. 

DsiTiD  8TAtx»,Jaauarff  19,  17»3. 
Sib:  As  the  circumstances  which  have  engaged 
the  United  States  in  the  present  Indian  War  may 
I  of  them  be  outof  the  pubUc  recollection,  and 
others  perhaps  be  unknovrn,  it  may  appear  advisa- 
ble that  you  prepare  and  publish^  from  authentic 
documents,  a  statement  of  those,  circumstances,  as 
well  as  of  the  measures  which  have  been  taken, 
from  lime  to  time,  for  the  re-establishment  ot' 
peace  and  friendship. 

When  the  community  are  called  upon  for  con- 
siderable exertions,  to  relieve  a  part  which  is  suf- 
fering under  the  hand  of  an  enemy,  it  is  desirable 
to  manifest  that  due  pains  have  been  taken  by 
those  intrusted  with  the  admiuistralion  of  their 
afiairs  to  avoid  the  evil. 

Q.  WASHINGTON. 
The  Secretary  for  the 

Department  of  War. 

The  CsuMs  of  the  eiiiting  Hosdtities  between  th« 
United  States  and  certain  Tribes  of  Indkna,  Noith- 
vrett  at  the  Ohio,  Mated  and  exjdained  from  oScUl 
and  authentic  Documenia,  and  publii^ed  in  obadJeoM 
to  the  Olden  of  the  Preodent  of  tbe  United  Btstea. 
A  recurrence  to  the  Journals  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  of  the  early  stages 
of  the  late  war,  will  evince  the  public  solicitude  to 
preserve  jpeace  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  pre- 
vent their  en^ging  in  a  contest  in  which  tney 
were  no  wise  interested. 

But  though  partial  treaties  or  conventions  were 
formed  with  some  of  the  Northern  and  Western 
tribes,  in  the  years  1775  and  17T6,  yet  those  treat- 
ies were  too  feeble  to  resist  the  powerful  impulses 
o(  a  contrary  nature,  arising  from  a  combination 
of  circumstances  at  that  time ;  and  accordingly  all 
the  various  Indian  nations  ^the  Oneidas,  Tuscato- 
ras,  and  a  few  individuals  of  the  Delawares,  ex- 
cepted) lying  on  cur  frontiers,  from  Qeorgia  to 
Canada,  armed  against  us. 

It  is  yet  too  recent  to  have  been  forgotten,  that 
great  numbers  of  inoffensive  men,  women,  and 
children,  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  barbarous  warfare 

Sractised  by  the  Indians,  and  many  others  were 
raffged  into  a  deplorable  captivity. 
Notwithstanding  that  these  aggressions  were 
entirely  unprovoked,  yet  as  soon  as  the  war  ceased 
with  Great  Britain,  the  United  States,  instead  of 
indulging  any  resentments  against  the  Indian  na- 
tions, sought  only  how  to  establish  a  liberal  peace 
with  all  the  tribes  throughout  their  limits. 
Elarly  measures  were  accordingly  taken  for  thii 
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panose.  A  treaty  was  held,  and  a  fttme  eonclud- 
ed,  IS  the  re&r  1784,  with  th«  kosute  part  of  the 
Northern  Indiaiu,  or  Six  Natioa*,  at  F«t  Stan* 
wiz. 

1b  January,  1785,  another  treaty  was  formed 
with  part  of  the  Westem  tribes,  at  Fort  Mctotosh, 
on  the  Ohio,  to  wit  t  with  the  Wyaodols,  Dela- 
wares,  Ottawas,  and  Chippewas. 

During  the  same  year,  treaties  were  formed  at 
Hopewell,  on  the  Keowee^  with  alt  tiie  powerful 
tribes  of  tne  South, eicepling  the  Creeks,  to  wit: 
the  Cberokees,  the  Choc  taws,  and  Chickasaws. 

In  January,  17S6,  a  treaty  was  formed  with  the 
Sbawanese,  at  the  confluence  of  lb»  Great  Miami 
wiUi  the  Ohio, 

It  was  not  long'  before  certain  turbulent  and 
malignant  characters  residing  among  some  of  the 
notihem  and  western  tribes,  which  had  formed  the 
treaties  of  Fort  Staowix  and  Fort  Mcintosh,  ex- 
cited uneasiness  and  complaints  against  those  treat- 
ies. In  consequence  of  representations  upon  this 
subject,  on  the  5th  of  Octooer,  1787,  Congress  di- 
rected, "  That  a  jg«neral  treaty  should  be  held  with 
the  trmes  of  Indians  within  the  limits  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales,  inhabiting  the  country  Northwest  of 
llie  Ohio,  and  about  Lake  Erie,  as  soon  after  the 
first  of  April  next  as  conveniently  might  be,  and 
at  such  place  aud  at  such  particular  time  as  the 
Oorernor  of  the  Westem  Territory  should  ap- 
point, for  the  purpose  of  knowing  the  causes  of 
uneasiness  among  the  said  tribes,  and  hearing  their 
complaints;of  regulating  trade,  and  amicably  set- 
tling all  afikirs  conoerninf^.  lands  and  boundaries, 
between  them  and  the  United  Stales." 

On  the  2d  day  of  July,  1788,  Congress  apjao- 
priatcd  "  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in 
addition  to  fourteen  Thousand  dollars  before  appro- 
priatad.  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  treaties 
which  Iiad  been  ordered,  or  which  misht  be  order- 
ed to  be  held  in  the  present  year^ilh  the  several 
Indian  tribes  in  the  Northern  Department,  and 
for  extinguishing  the  Indian  claims;  the  whole  of 
the  said  twenty  thousand  dollars,  together  with 
six  thousand  doUars  of  the  said  fourteen  thousand 
jdoUars,  to  be  applied  solely  to  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tineuiabina  the  Indian  claims  to  ue  lands  they 
hadatreai^  ceded  to  the  Uikiied  States,  by  obtain- 
ing regular  conveyances  for  the  same,  and  for  ex- 
tending a  purchase  beyond  the  limits  theretofore 
fixed  by  treaty ;  but  that  no  part  of  the  said  sums 
should  be  applied  for  any  purpose  other  than  those 
above  mentioned." 

Accordingly  new  treaties  were  held  at  Fort 
Harmat  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1788,  and  con- 
eluded  on  the  9th  day  of  January,  1789,  with  a 
representation  of  all  the  Six  or  Northern  Nations, 
the  Mohawks  excepted ;  and  with  a  representation 
of  the  following  tribes,  to  wit :  the  Wyandots,  the 
Delawares,  Ottawas,  Cbippewas,  Pottawatomies, 
and  Sacs.  By  these  treaties,  nearly  the  same 
boundaries  were  recognised  and  established  by  a 
principle  of  purchase,  as  had  been  stipulated  by 
the  former  treaties  of  Fort  Staowix  ana  Fort  Mc' 

Thus  careful  and  atteutire  was  the  Oorerument 
of  the  United  States  to  settle  a  boundary  with  tbe 


Indians  on  the  basis  of  ttii  ireaij,  to  obviMc  tbe 
dissatisfactions  which  had  beea  excited,  and  t» 
establish  its  claim  to  the  lands  relinquished,  <n 
the  principle  of  equitable  purchase. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  right  <^  the  Northern 
and  Western  Indians,  who  formed  tbe  sererai  be- 
fore mentioned  treaties  to  the  lands  thereby  relia- 
qnished  to  the  United  States,  has  been  questioned 
by  any  other  tribes ;  nor  does  it  amwar  that  the 
present  war  has  been  occasioned  by  any  ttispnte 
relatively  to  the  bonndaries  established  by  the  said 


mproroked 


But,  <Hi  the  conbary,  it  appears  that  the 
sd  ■ggressions  of  the  Hiarai  and  WabeA 


innians,  upon  Kentucky  and  other  parts  of  the 
frontiers,  I(K|ether  with  their  associates — a  bandit- 
ti, formed  or  Sbawanese  and  outcast  Cherokeea, 
amounting  in  all  to  abont  one  tboosaod  two  hun- 
dred men — are  solely  thecaiuesofthewar.  Hence 
it  is  proper  that  their  conduct  should  be  more  par- 
liculaiiy  adverted  to. 
In  the  year  1784,  when  messages  were  sent  to 


the  Wyandots  and  Delawares,  inviting-  them  la 
meet  the  Commissionen,  first  at  Cuyahcwa,  and 
afterwards  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  the  Miam  maianM 


also  included  in  the  said  invitations,  but  they 
ma  not  attend. 

In  the  year  1786,  these  invitations  were  repeal- 
ed ;  but  lae  KtessMwera,  upon  their  arrival  at  the 
Miami  village,  had  their  horses  stolen,  were  other- 
wise treated  with  insolence,  and  prevented  from 
fulfiUing  their  mission. 

In  the  years  1787  and  I788,new  endeavors  wa« 
used  tt)  bring  those  Indiana  to  treat.  They  were 
ur?ed  to  be  present  at  the  treaty  appointed  to  be 
held  at  Fort  Harmar ;  but  these  endeavors  proved 
as  fruitiest  as  all  the  former. 

At  a  Council  of  the  Tribes,  convened  in  1788, 
at  the  Miami  river,  the  Miami  and  Wabash  Indi- 
ans were  pressed  to  repair  to  the  treaty,  with  great 
earnestness,  by  the  chiefs  d  the  Wyandots  and 
Delawares ;  the  Wyandot  chiefs  particalarly  pre- 
sented them  with  a  large  belt  of  wampum,  holdii^ 
one  end  of  it  themselves,  and  offering  the  other  \» 
the  hostile  Indians,  which  was  reftis«L  The  Wy> 
andois  then  laid  it  on  the  shoulders  of  a  prineipl 
chieA  recommending  to  him  to  be  at  peace  wUh 
the  Amraicaos ;  but,  without  makitig  any  answer, 
he  leaned  himself,  and  let  it  fall  to  the  ground; 


In  the  mean  time  the  frontier  settlements  were 
disquieted  by  frequent  de^edations  and  murdeia, 
and  the  complaints  of  thetr  inbabilants  (as  might 
be  expected)  of  the  pacific  foibcarance  of  the  Go- 
vernment, were  loud,  repeated,  and  distressing — 
their  calls  for  protection  incessant — till  at  length 
they  appeared  determined  by  their  own  efforts  le 
endeavor  to  retaliate  the  injuries  they  were  con- 
tinually receiving,  and  which  had  become  in  tolera- 


for  the  peace  and  security  of  the  frontier. 

But  notwithstanding  the  ill  success  of  form« 
experiments,  and  the  invincible  spirit  of  asimositv 
which  bad  appeared  in  certain  tribes,  and  iriiiBa 
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was  of  a  nature  to  jtutiff  a  petmaaimi  tbat  no  iiot 

Sreasion  eotdd  be  made  upon  them  by  pacific  ecpe- 
ients,  it  was  still  deemed  adrisable  to  make  one 
more  euajr. 

Aecordrnglf,  to  Aptil,  1790,  Ant hoay  Oameltn, 
■n  inhabiiaot  of  Post  VinceBnes,  and  a  man  of 
good  character  was  despatched  to  all  the  tribes 
and  rillaffes  of  the  Wabash  river,  and  to  the  In- 
dians of  the  Miami  village,  with  a  message,  pur- 
portii^  that  the  United  Stales  were  desirous  of 
establishing  a  Keaeral  peace  with  all  the  neighboT- 
ing  tribes  of  ladians,  aad  of  treatinA  them  in  all 
tespects  with  perfect  buniaDiiyaad£iQdnesa;and 
at  the  same  time  warning  them  to  abstain  from 
further  depredatidns. 

The  Indians  in  some  of  the  villages  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  Wabash,  ^peared  to  listen  to 
him ;  others  manifested  a  diobrent  disposition ; 
pthers  confessed  their  inability  to  restrain  their 
young  warriors;  and  all  referred  the  messenger 
lo  the  Indians  at  the  Miami  village.  At  this  vil- 
We  some  appeared  well  disposed,  but  the  chiefs 
of  the  Shawanese  returned  the  messages  and  belts, 
informing  themessengerjhowever,  that  Ibey  would, 
after  consultation,  within  thirty  nights,  send  an 
answer  to  Post  Vincennes.  The  promised  answer 
was  never  received.  While  the  messenger  was 
at  the  Miami  village,  two  negroes  were  brought  in 
from  our  settlements,  prisoners;  and  upon  his  re- 
turn to  L'Anguile,  a  chief  informed  him  that  a 
party  of  seventy  frarriois,  ^m  the  more  distant 
Indians,  had  arrived,  and  w4re  gone  agaiaat  the 
•ettlemenls. 

Id  three  days  after  his  departnre  from  the  Mi- 
ami village,  a  prisoner  was  there  burnt  to  death. 
Similar  cruelties  were  exercised  at  the  Ouittanon 
towns,  about  the  same  lirao;  and,  in  the  coune  of 
three  months,  immediately  afWr  the  last  mentkn- 
od  invitation,  upwards  of  one  hundred  person)) 
were  killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners,  upon 
the  Ohio,  and  in  the  district  of  Kentucky;) 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  previously  to  the  laet 
invitation,  the  people  of  Kentucky,  who,  in  conee- 
qoenea  of  their  injuries,  were  meditating  a  blow 
against  the  hostile  Indians,  (as  before  intimated,) 
were  restrained  by  the  Prgbident  of  the  Umit- 
■D  States  fVom  eroraing  the  Ohio,  until  the  effect 
of  die  friendly  overture,  intended  to  be  made, 
should  be  known. 

s  also  to  be  observed,  that  the  Wyandots  and 


_ .  .  n  evidence  that  the  conduct  of  the  DOatile 
Indians  hat  been  oeeasioned  by  other  motives 
than  a  claim  relatively  to  boundaries,  it  is  to  be 
obterved  that  iheir  depredations  hare  Deen  princi- 
pally upon  the  district  of  Kentucky,  and  the  eoun- 
ties  of  Virginia,  lying  along  the  south  side  of  the 
Ohio,  a  country  to  which  they  have  no  claim. 

It  appears,  by  respectable  evidence,  that  from 
the  year  1783,  until  the  month  of  October,  1790, 
dte  time  the  United  States  commenced  offensive 

SteratiotM  against  the  said  Indians,  that  on  the 
hio,  and  the  fronlien  on  the  south  side  thereof. 


they  killed,  wtwaded,  and  took  prisoners,  about 
one  thousand  five  hundred  men.  women,  and  ehil' 
dren,  beaides  carrying  off  two  thousand  horses,  md 
other  property,  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

Tbe  particulars  of  the  barbarities  exercised  upon 
many  of  the  prisoners,  of  different  ages  and  sexes, 
although  supported  by  indispntable  evidence,  are 
of  too  shocking  a  nature  to  be  presented  to  the 
public.  It  iisuftioient  upon  this  head  to  oiraerve, 
that  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  have  been 
the  mildest  instruments  of  death.  That  in  some 
eases  torture  by  fire,  and  other  execrable  means, 
have  been  used. 

But  the  ontragee  which  wereeommitted  upon  the 
frontier  inhabitants  were  not  the  only  injuries 
that  were  sustained;  repeated  attacks  upon  de-' 
tacbments  of  the  troops  <rf'  the  United  States  were 
at  different  times  made.    The  folloning,  from  its 

Seculiar  enormity,  deserves  recital.  In  April,  1790, 
[ajor  Doughty  was  ordered  to  tbe  friendly  Chick- 
asaws,  on  public  business.  He  performed  thb  duty 
in  a  boat,  having  with  him  Ensign  Sedam,  and  a 
party  of  fifteen  men.  While  ascending  Ae  Ten- 
neseee  river,  he  was  met  by  a  party  irf  fbtty  In- 
dians, in  four  canoes,  coneistmg  principally  of  the 
aforesaid  banditti  of  Shawanese  and  outcast  Che- 
rokees.  They  annroaehed  imder  a  white  flag.  th« 
well  known  emblem  of  peace.  They  came  on 
board  the  Major'a  boat  received  his  presents,  con- 
tinued with  him  nearly  one  boor,  and  then  de- 
parted  in  the  most  tWendly  manner ;  but,  they  had 
scarcely  cleared  his  oars,  brfore  ihey  ponred  in  a 
fire  upon  his  crew,  which  was  returned  as  soon  as 
eircumilances  would  permit,  and  a  most  unequal 
combat  was  enstained  for  several  hours,  wnen 
they  abandoned  their  design,  but  not  until  they 
bad  killed  and  wounded  elev«i  out  of  fifteen  of 
the  boat's  crew.  This  perfidious  conduct,  in  any 
age,  would  have  demai>ded  exemplary  punish- 
All  overtures  of  peace  filing,  and  the  depreda- 
tioDs  still  continuing,  an  attempt  at  coercion  be- 
came indtspensaUe.  Accordingly  the  expedition 
under  Brigadier  Oeneral  Harmar,  in  the  month  o( 
October,n90,wasdirecied.  The  event  is  known. 
After  this  expedition,  the  Governor  of  tbe  West- 
em  Territory,  in  ordet  that  nothing  might  be 
omitted  to  effect  a  peace  withoni  further  confliet, 
did,  cm  his  arrival  at  Fort  Harmar,  in  Deeeraber, 
1790,  send  through  the  Wyandots  and  Delawares 
conciliatory  messages  to  the  Miamies,  bat  stiS 
without  effecl. 

The  Gornplanter,  a  war  chief  of  the  Seneca^ 
and  other  Indians  of  the  same  tribe,  beiiig  in  Pbi- 
ladelpkia  in  the  moath  of  February,  1791^  were 
engaged  to  undertake  to  impress  the  hostile  In- 
dians with  the  consequences  (^  their  persisting  in 
the  hostilities,  and  also  of  the  jiulice  and  modera- 
tion of  tbe  United  States.  In  pursuance  of  this 
design,  Colonel  Procter,  on  tbe  14th  of  March, 
was  sent  to  the  Corai^anler,  to  hasten  his  depart- 
ure, and  to  accompany  him  to  the  Miami  village ; 
and  measages  were  sea  I  to  the  Indians,  declaratory 
of  the  pacKc  sentiments  of  the  United  States  to* 
wards  them.    Bat  bolk  Colonel  Procter  and  the 
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Cornplanler,  although  zealously  desirous  of  exe- 
cuting their  niisbion,  encountered  difficulties  of  a 
pfttticuUr  oaiure,  which  were  insunaoun  table, 
and  prevented  the  execution  of  their  oideis. 

Major  Oeaeral  Sl  Clair,  in  Ike  month  of  April, 
sent  messages  from  Fort  Harmar  to  the  iJela- 
wares,  expressive  of  the  pacific  designs  of  the 
United  States  to  aU  the  Indian  tribes. 

A  treaty  was  held  at  the  Painted  Post,  by  Colo- 
nel Pickering,  in  June,  1791,  with  a  put  of  die 
Six  Nations,  at  which  the  humane  intentions  of 
the  General  Government  towards  them  particu- 
larly, and  the  Indian  tribes  generally,  were  f\illy 
explained. 

Captain  Hendricks,  a  reqteclable  Indian  residing 
with  the  OneidaSj  appearing  zealoud^  disposed  to 
attempt  convincuig  the  hostile  Indians  of  their 
misiakeD  conduct,  was  accordingly  sent  for  that 
porpose,  but  was  frustrated  by  unlbreseen  obsta- 
cles in  his  laudable  attempts. 

The  diSetent  measures  which  have  been  recited, 
must  evince  that,  notwithstanding  the  highly  cul- 
pable conduct  of  the  Indians  in  question,  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  Slates,  uninflueDced  by 
the  resentment  or  any  false  principles  which  might 
arise  from  a  consciousness  of  superiority,  adopted 
eyery  proper  expedient  to  tenoinate  the  Indian 
hostiliUes,  without  having  recourse  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity ;  ajid,  after  being  compelled  to  resort  to  it, 
has  still  kept  steadily  in  view  the  re-establishment 
peace,  as  its  primary  and  sole  object. 

Were  it  Beceasory  to  add  proofs  of  the  pacific 
and  humane  dispositions  of  tne  General  Govern- 
ment towards  the  Indian  tribes,  the  treaties  with 
the  Creeks  and  with  the  Cherokees  might  be  cited 
as  demonstrative  of  its  moderation  and  uberality. 

The  present  partial  Indian  war  is  a  remnant  of 
the  late  geneial  war,  continued  by  a  number  of  se- 
parate banditti,  who,  by  the  iacesamt  practice  of 
ween  years,  seem  to  have  formed  inveterate  and 
incurable  habits  of  enmity  against  the  frontier 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 

To  obtain  protection  against  lawless  violence, 
was  a  main  object  for  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment was  instituted:  it  is,  indeed,  a  main  object 
of  all  Gtovemmeots.  A  frontier  citizen  possesses 
as  strong  claims  to  protection  as  any  other  citizen. 
The  frontiers  are  the  vulnerable  parts  of  every 
country ;  and  the  obligation  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  afford  the  requisite  protec- 
tion^  cannot  be  less  sacred  in  reference  to  the  in- 
habitants of  their  Western,  than  to  those  of  their 
Atlantic  frontier. 

It  will  appear,  from  a  candid  review  of  this 
subject,  that  the  General  Government  could  no 
longer  abstain  from  attempting  to  punish  the  hoe- 
tile  Indians. 

The  ill  success  of  the  attempts  for  thu  purpose, 
is  entirely  unconnected  with  the  justice  or  policy 
of  the  measure.  A  perseverance  in  exertions  to 
make  the  refractory  Indians  at  last  sensible  that 
they  cannot  continue  their  enormous  outrages  with 
impunity,  appear;  to  be  as  indispensable,  in  the 
existing  posture  of  thiom,  as  it  will  be  advisable, 
whenever  they  shall  manifeat  symptoms  of  a  more 
amicable  disposition,  to  coavince  them,  by  decisive 


proofs,  that  nothing  is  so  much  desired  by  tbe 
United  Statesastobeat  liberty  to  treat  them  with 
kindness  and  beneficence.  H.  KNOX, 

Secretary  o/*  H'ar. 
Wam  Dbpahtkent,  Jail.  28,  1792. 


DEFEAT  OF  GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR. 

Uniteo  STaTES,  December  12, 1791. 
Oentiemen  oftKe  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hoase  cf  Bepre»eTdative»  : 

It  is  with  great  concern  that  I  communicate  to 
you  the  information  received  from  Major  GenNal 
St.  Clair,  of  the  misfortnne  which  hasbefallen  the 
troops  under  his  cMnmand. 

Although  the  national  loss  is  considerable,  ac- 
cording to  the  scale  of  the  event,  yet  it  may  be 
repaired  without  great  difficulty,  excepting  as  to 
the  brave  men  who  have  fallen  on  the  occasion, 
and  who  are  a  subject  of  public  as  well  as  private 

A  further  communication  will  shortly  be  made 
of  all  such  matters  as  shall  be  necessary  to  enable 
the  LegLslaiure  lo  judge  of  the  future  meaeuies 
which  It  rnay  be  proper  to  pursue. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

A  Letter  from  Oenerat  Sl  Clair,  dated 

FoBT  Wabhinoton,  October  6,  1791. 

Sir:  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  inform  yon 
that  the  Arm]^  moved  frtHn  Fort  Hamilton,  the 
name  I  have  given  to  the  fort  on  the  Miami,  on  tbe 
4th,  at  ei^l  iu  the  morning,  under  the  command  of 
General  Butler. 

The  order  of  march  and  encampment  I  had  re- 
gulated before,  and  on  the  third  returned  to  this 
place  to  get  up  the  militia.  They  maixJied  ye»- 
lerday,  and  consist  of  but  about  three  hundred 
men,  as^ou  will  see  by  the  enclosed  abstract  of 
the  muster.  I  have  reason  to  believe,  however, 
that  at  least  an  equal  number  will  be  up  here  by 
the  lOlh,  and  I  have  left  orders  for  their  foUoiriBg 
us.  The  monthly  return  should  have  accompam^ 
this  Letter,  but  it  was  not  ready  when  1  left  camp^ 
and  has  not  been  forwarded  since.  1  have  hitherto 
found  it  impossible  to  reduce  the  officers  com- 
manding corps  to  punctuality  with  respect  to  their 
returns,  nut  tney  are  mending.  Our  number,  afW 
deducting  the  nrrisons  of  this  place  and  Fori 
Hamilton,  are  about  two  thousand,  exclusive  tii 
the  militia.  I  trust,  I  shall  find  them  sufficient 
and  should  the  rest  of  the  militia  come  on,  it  'wili 
make  the  matter  pretty  certain ;  but  the  season  is 
now  so  far  advanced^  that  I  fear  the  intermediate 
posts,  which  would,  mdeed,  hhve  been  highly  ne- 
cessajy,  it  will  be  impossible  to  establish.  Is  that 
however,  I  must  be  governed  by  circumstance*,  ta 
which  I  will  take  care  that  you  shall  be  appriaed 
in  due  time.  Should  the  enemy  come  to  meetn^ 
which  seems  to  be  expected,  and  be  discmnfited, 
there  will  be  so  difficulties,  Irat  if  they  expect  ns 
at  the  Miami  villages,  the  business  will  wear  aa- 
other  face,  and  the  mtermediate  posts  become  atoic 
easentiaL 
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Since  the  Q,uailermastei  hag  been  here,  and 
got  into  his  geers,  which  it  took  him  a  little  time 
to  do,  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  him,  and  do 
believe  he  will  answer  the  description  which  you 
was  pleased  to  gire  me  of  him ;  hia  business  seems 
now  to  be  well  arranged. 

In  order  to  commuaicale  with  some  decree  of 
certainty  with  your  office,  I  have  directed  Captain 
Buel,  when  he  arrives,  to  send  a  Sergeant  and 
twelve  men  to  a  house  that  has  been  newly  erect- 
ed, half-w«y  between  this  place  and  Lexington,  to 
each  of  which  two  men  are  to  be  sent  off  on  every 
Monday  morning  to  carry  despatches.  Those  for 
the  War  Office,  or  any  other  public  letters,  to  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Charles  Wilkins,  mer- 
choQt  of  Lexington,  who  has  engaged  to  forward 
«]|  I  have  occasion  to  send,  regumly,  once  a  fort- 
night ;  and  should  yon,  sir,  think  proper  (o  use  the 
same  route  for  any  of  your^,  if  they  are  sent  to  his 
care,  he  will  forward  them  to  me.  I  have  been 
led  to  prefer  this  channel  of  communication  to 
that  of  the  river,  because  it  appears  to  be  rather 
the  more  certain  of  two,  though  it  may  be  a  little 
more  tedious,  and  because  desertion  continaes  to 
prevail  among  the  troops,  and  the  sending  small 
parties  to  such  a  distance  gives  great  opportunity 
to  effect  it  Oeneral  Bnller  informs  me  tbal  no 
less  than  twenty-one  went  off  the  night  befbre  the 
Army  moved  from  Fort  Hamilton.  I  am  this 
moment,  setting  oat  for  the  Army,yhich  1  hope 
to  overtake  to-morrow  evening,  and  will  write  to 
jrou  again,  as  soon  after  as  may  be. 

With  great  regard  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR. 
The  Hon.  H.  Knox,  Secretary  of  War. 

A  LtOerfrom  General  St.  OatTj  dated  Camp.Sl 

mites  advanced  of  Fort  tVaahmgton,  NovenAer 

■L  1791. 

Sir  :  Since  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on 
the  31$l  instant,  nothing  very  material  has  hap- 
pened, and  indeed,  I  am  at  present  so  unwell,  and 
have  been  so  for  some  lime  past,  that  I  could  ill 
detail  it,  if  it  had  happened,  not  that  that  space  of 
time  has  been  entirely  barren  of  incidents,  but  as 
few  of  them  have  been  of  the  agreeable  kind,  1 
beg  you  to  accept  a  sort  of  journal  account  of  them, 
which  will  be  the  easiest  for  me. 

On  the  22d,  the  indisposition  that  had  hung 
about  me  for  some  time,  sometimes  appearing  as 
s  bilious  cholic,  and  sometimes  as  a  rheumatic 


,  ivmi  ..  .  _..  ..  _. 
stomach  perfectly  relieved,  and  the  cougb,  which 
had  been  excessive,  entirely  gone.  This  day,  Mr. 
EUlis,  with  sixty  militia  from  Kentucky,  joined  the 
Army,  and  brought  up  a  quantity  of  flour  and  beef. 

23d.  Two  men  taken  in  the  act  of  deserting 
the  enemy,  and  one  for  shooting  another  bo|£< 
and  threatening  to  kill  an  officer,  were  han^cu 
npon  the  grand  parade,  the  whole  Army  being 
drawn  out ;  since  the  Army  has  halted,  the  country 
around  thi^  and  a-head  for  fiiUen  miles,  has  been 
well  examined,  it  is  a  coimtry  which,  had  we  ar- 
rived a  month  sooner  in  it,  and  with  three    ' 


the  number  of  animals,  they  would  have  been  all 
fat  now. 

24lh.  Named  the  fort,  Jefferson,  (it  lies  it  lat. 
50.  4.  33  N.)  and  inarched  the  same  Indian  path, 
serving  to  conduct  os  about  six  miles,  and  encamp* 
ed  on  good  ground  and  an  excellent  position  ;  a 
rivulet  in  front  and  a  very  larse  drain,  which  would 
at  the  proper  season  afford  lorage  for  a  thousand 
horses  on  the  lefL  So  ill  this  day  that  I  had  much 
difficulty  in  keepbg  with  the  Army. 

25ih.  Very  hard  rains  last  night,  obliged  to  halt 
to-day  on  account  of  provisionsj  for  though  the 
soldiers  may  be  kept  pretty  easy  incamp'trnderthe 
expectation  of  provisions  arriving,  they  cannot  bear 
to  march  in  advance,  and  take  none  along  with 
them ;  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hodgson,liy  ez- 
-  'ess;  1,300  pounds  flour  will  arrive  the2Tth. 

36[h.  A  parly  of  militia,  sent  to  reconnoitre,  fell 

.  with  Eve  Indians  and  suffered  them  to  shp 
ihrough  their  fingers.  In  their  camp,  articles  to 
the  value  of  ^23  were  found  and  divided.  The 
Virginia  battalion  is  melting  down  very  fast,  not- 
withstanding the  promises  of  the  men  to  the  offi- 
cers. Thirteen  have  been  discharged  by  Colonel 
Darke  to-day. 

S7th.  Gave  orders  for  enlisting  the  levies,  with 
the  condition  of  serving  oul  their  lime  in  the  pre- 
~  '  corps.  Pay amingo  arrived  in  camp  with  his 
riors,  I  was  so  unwell,  could  only  see  him 
and  bid  him  welcome ;  but  entered  on  no  business. 
Considerable  dissatisfaction  among  the  levies  abont 
their  enlistments. 

S8th.  Some  clothing  sent  for  to  Fort  Washing- 
ton for  the  recruits  arrived ;  was  begun  to  be  di»- 
tributed.  and  wiU  have  a  good  effect;  but  the  en- 
listing the  levies  does  not  meet  with  the  encou- 
ragement that  might  have  been  expected.  It  is 
not  openly  complained  of  by  the  officers,  but  it  is 
certainly  privately  by  some  of  high  rank ;  and  the 
measure  of  tempting  them  with  warm  clothing, 
condemned.  Mr.  Hodgson  writes  me,  that  he  is 
sending  forward  a  quaaiity  of  woolen  overalls  and 
socks,  by  Oeneral  Butler's  orders.  I  have  ordered 
them  to  be  deposited  at  Fort  Jefferson.  Some  few 
Indians  about  us,  probably  those  the  militia  fell  in 
with  a  day  or  two  ago.  Two  of  the  levies  were 
fired  upon  about  three  miles  off;  one  killed ;  two 
of  the  militia  likewise.  One  of  them  got  in,  and 
the  other  missing,  supposed  to  be  taken. 

29th.  Payamiiigoaodhispeople,accorapaniedby 
Captain  Sparks,  and  four  good  rinemeti,  going  on 
a  scout,  they  do  not  propose  to  return  under  ten 
days,  unless  they  sooner  succeed  in  taking  prison- 

30th.  The  Army  moved  abont  nine  o'clock,  and 
with  much  difficulty  made  seven  miles,  having 
left  a  considerable  part  of  the  tents  by  the  way ; 
the  provision  made  by  the  doartermaster  for  that 
purpose  was  not  adequate — three  days'  flour  issued 
to  tne  men,  to  add  the  horses  that  carried  it  to  his 
arrangements — the  Indian  road  still  with  us ;  the 
course  of  this  day  N.  35  W. 

Slst.  This  morning  about  sixty  of  the  militia 
deserted ;  il  was  at  first  reported  that  one^alf  of 
them  had  gone  off,  and  that  their  design  was  to 
plunder  the  convoys  which  were  upon  the  road. 
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I  d«uched  the  first 
with  orders  to  Maji 
cieat  guard  back  with  Benham  (a  Commissaty) 
whenever  he  met  with  tbem,  and  follow  them 
about  tweDly-fire  mites  below  Fort  Jefferson,  oi 
until  he  met  the  second  convoy,  and  then  retun 
and  join  the  Army.  Benbam  arrived  last  night 
and  to^ay,  November  1st,  the  Army  is  hait^  tt 
give  the  road-cutters  an  opportunity  of  getting 
some  distance  a-bead,  and  tliat  I  might  write  to 
you.  I  am  this  day  considerably  recovered,  and 
nope  thai  it  will  turn  out,  what  I  at  first  expected 
it  would  be,  a  friendly  fit  of  the  sout  come  tr  ~~ 
lijve  me  from  every  other  com^aint. 

Yesterday  I  was  favored  with  your's  of  the 
and  29ih  of  September.  1  have  enelosed  my  < 
munications  with  the  old  and  new  contractors,  and 
their  answers.  My  orders  from  the  posts  to  them 
are  not  yet  definitive,  but  they  will  be  very  soon. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  expect  they  are  both  at  work. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  ST.  CL4IR. 
To  the  Hon.  H.  Knox,  Secretary  of  War. 

F.  S.  Your  Letters  for  General  Wilbimon  and 
Geneial  Scott,  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Brown, 
back;  and  the  public  thanks,  in  the  name  of  the 
Pbbsidbht,  presented  to  General  Wilkinson,  agree- 
ably to  your  directions. 

Copy  of  a  Letterfimn  Majvr  Generai  St.  CSair, 

to  Uie  Secretary  for  the  itepartment  of  War. 
Fort  Wabhimqtow,  November  9, 1791. 

Sib:  Yesterday  afternoon  the  remains  of  the 
Army  under  my  command  got  back  to  this  place, 
and  I  have  now  the  painful  task  to  give  you  an 
account  of  as  warm,  and  as  unfortunate  *n  action 
as  almost  any  that  has  been  fought,  in  which  every 
corps  was  engaged  and  worsted,  except  the  first 
regiment,  that  had  been  detached  upon  a  tervice 
I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  in  my  last  de- 
spatch, and  had  not  joined  me. 

On  the  3d  instant,  the  Army  bad  reached  a  creek 
about  twelve  yards  wide  running  to  the  southward 
of  west,  which  I  believe  to  have  been  (he  river  St. 
Mary,  that  empties  into  the  Miami  of  the  lake; 
arrived  at  the  village  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  having  marched  near  nine  miles,  and 
were  immediately  encamped  upon  a  very  com- 
manding piece  of  ground  in  two  lines,  having  the 
above-mentioned  creek  in  front,  the  right  wing 
composed  of  Butler's.  Clarke's,  and  Patterson's 
battalions,  commanded  by  Major  Oeneral  Butler, 
formed  the  first  line,  and  the  left  wing  consisting 
of  Bedinger's  and  Gaither's  battalions,  and  the 
second  re^ment  commanded  by  Colonel  Datke 
formed  the  second  linn,  with  an  interval  between 
them  of  about  seventy  yards,  which  was  ell  the 
ground  would  allow. 

The  right  flank  was  pretty  well  secured  by  the 
creek,  a  steep  bank,  ana  Faulkener's  corps,  some 
of  the  cavalrj^  and  their  picquets  cover  the  left 
flank;  the  nulitia  were  thrown  over  the  cieel^ 
and  advanced  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile,  ana 
encamped  in  the  same  order ;  there  were  a  few 


Indians  who  appoired  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
creek,  but  fiedwith  the  utmost  precipitation  oa 
the  advance  of  the  militia;  at  this  place,  which  I 
judged  to  be  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  Miami 
village,  I  had  determined  to  throw  up  a  slight 
work,  the  plan  of  which  was  concerted  that  even- 
ing with  Major  Ferguson,  wherein  to  hare  de- 
posited the  men's  knapeacks,  and  every  thing  ebe 
that  was  not  of  absolute  necessity,  and  to  have 
moved  on  to  attack  the  enemy  as  soon  as  the  fint 
regiment  was  come  up,  but  they  did  not  permit  me 
to  execute  either,  for  on  the  4tn,  about  half  an  boor 
before  sunrise,  and  when  the  men  had  been  JUH 
dismissed  from  the  parade  (for  it  was  a  coDstant 

Sractice  to  have  them  all  under  arms  a  ctmsi- 
erable  time  before  day-li^t)  an  attack  w»s  made 
upon  the  militia ;  those  gave  way  in  a  very  little 
time,  and  rushed  into  camp,  through  Hajor  But- 
ler's battalion,  which,  together  with  part  ot  Clark's, 
they  threw  into  considerable  disorder,  and  which, 
notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  both  those  offi- 
cers, was  never  altogether  remedied,  the  Indiana 
following  close  at  their  heels;  the  ore,  howev«T, 
of  the  front  line  checked  them,  but  almost  instant- 
ly a  very  heavy  attack  began  upon  that  line,  and 
in  few  minutes  it  was  extended  to  the  second  like- 
wise ;  the  great  weisht  of  it  was  directed  against 
the  centre  of  each  wnere  the  artillery  was  pUced, 
and  from  which  the  men  were  repeatedly  driven 
with  great  slaughter ;  finding  no  great  efleet  bom 
our  fire,  and'onfusion  beginning  to  spread  from 
the  great  number  of  men  who  were  falling  in  all 

Suarters,  it  became  necessary  to  try  what  could  be 
one  by  the  bayonet. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Darke  was  accordingly  or- 
dered to  make  a  charge  with  part  of  the  secoa4 
line,  and  to  turn  the  left  flankof  the  enemy.  This 
was  executed  with  great  spirit.  The  Indians  in- 
stantly gave  way,  and  were  driven  back  three  or 
foni  hundred  yards ;  but,  for  want  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  riflemen  to  pursue  this  advantage,  they 
soon  returned,  and  the  troops  were  obliged  togivc 
beck  in  their  turn.  At  this  moment,  they  bad 
entered  our  camp  by  the  left  flank,  having  pursued 
back  the  troops  t^aiwere  posted  there. 

Another  charge  was  made  here  by  the  second 
regiment,  Butler's  and  Clark's  battalions,  with 

3,ual  efiecLand  it  was  repeated  several  times, and 
Ways  with  success ;  but  in  all  of  them  many 
men  were  lost,  and  particularly'  the  officers,  whic^ 
with  tome  raw  troops^  was  a  loss  altogether  irre- 
mediable. In  that  I  just  ispoke  of,  made  by  the 
second  regiment  and  Butler's  battalion,  Major 
Butler  was  dangerously  wounded,  and  every  ^■ 
cer  of  the  second  regiment  fell,  except  three,  o&e 
of  which,  Mr.  Greaton,  was  shot  through  the 
body. 

Our  artillery  being  now  silenced,  and  all  the 
officers  killed,  except  Captain  Ford, who  was  badly 
wounded,  more  than  half  of  the  Army  fallen,  be- 
ing cut  off  from  the  road,  it  became  necessary  to 
attempt  the  regaining  it,  and  (o  make  a  retreat,  if 
possible.  To  this  purpose,  the  remains  of  tnc 
Army  were  formed,  as  well  as  circumslancea 
would  admit,  towaros  the  right  of  the  encamp- 
';  from  which,  by  the  way  of  the  aecoai 
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line,  another  ehar^  was  mode  \xpoa  the  enemy, 
U  if  with  the  design  to  turn  their  li^t  flank,  but, 
in  fact,  to  ^n  the  road ;  this  was  effected ;  and, 
aa  soon  BB  it  was  open,  the  militia  to(A  along  it, 
fcdlowed  by  the  troops,  Major  Clark,  with  his  bat- 
talion, covering  the  rear. 

The  retreat,  in  those  circumstances,  was,  yi 
may  be  sore,  a  very  precipitate  one :  it  was, 
&ct,  a  flight.    The  camp  and  the  artUlery  we 
abandoned,  but  that  was  vmavoidable,  for  nol 
borse  was  left  alive  to  hare  drawn  it  ofl",  had 
otherwise  been  practicable.    But  the  most  d 
graceful  part  of  the  business  is,  that  the  greatest 
part  of  the  men  threw  away  their  arms  and  ac- 
CDQtrementB,  even  afler  the  pursuit,  which  conti- 
Baed  about  four  mites,  bad  ceased.    I  found  the 
road  strewed  with  them  for  many  miles,  but  was 
notable  to  remedy  it;  for,  having  hadall  my  horses 
killed,  and  being  mounted  upononeAat  could  not 
be  pricked  out  of  a  wxlb,  I  could  not  get  forward 
myself,  and  tike  orders  1  sent  forwanl,  either  to 
halt  the  front,  or  to  prevent  the  men  from  parting 
with  their  arms,  were  imattended  to.    The  route 
continued  quite  to  Port  Jefl'erson^  39  miles,  which, 
was  reached  a  little  after  sun-settmg.    The  action 
began  about  half  an  hour  before  sunrise,  and  the 
retreat  was  attempted  at  half  an  hoar  after  niue 
o'clock. 

I  hare  not  yel  been  able  to  set  retumsof  the  killed 
and  wounded;  but  Major  General  Butler,  Liea- 
tenant  Colonel  Oldham,  of  the  militia,  Major  Fer 
gusoD,  Major  Hart,  aud  Major  Clarke,  are  among 
the  former.  Colonel  Sargent,  my  Adjutant  Ge- 
neral, Lieutenant  Colonel  Darke,  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Gibson,  Major  Butler,  and  the  ViscotmtMa- 
lertie,  who  served  me  as  an  aid-de-cainp,  are  among 
the  latter,  and  a  great  number  of  Captains  and 
subalteruB  in  both. 

I  have  now.  air,  finished  my  melancholy  tale — 
a  lale  tlwt  will  be  felt  seasibly  by  every  one  that 
has  sympathy  for  private  dislrtss,  or  for  public 
nkfortane.  1  have  nothiufj,  sir,  to  lay  to  the 
charge  of  the  tro*^  bat  their  want  at  discipUiie, 
which,  &OID  the  sheet  time  they  had  been  in  ser- 
Tice,  it  was  imBoasible  they  should  have  acquired, 
and  which  rendered  it  very  difficult,  when  they 
were  thrown  into  confusioii,  to  reduce  them,  again 
K>  order,  which  is  one  reason  why  the  low  has  fukn 
so  heavy  upon  the  ofEcers,  who  did  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  efeet  it.  Neither  were  my  own 
exertions  wandos ;  bat,  won  down  with  illness, 
and  suffering  under  a  painful  disease,  unable  either 
to  mount  or  to  dismount  a  horse  without  assistance, 
they  were  not  so  great  as  they  otherwise  would, 
and  perhape  ought,  to  have  been.  We  were  over- 
powered oy  numbers,  but  it  is  no  more  than  jus- 
tice to  observe,  thaL  though  composed  of  so  many 
difl'erent  species  o(^  troops,  the  utmost  harmony 
prevailed  through  the  whole  Army  during  the 
campaupi. 

At  Fort  Jefierson,  I  found  the  first  regimeni: 
which  had  returned  from  the  service  they  had 
been  sent  upon,  withont  either  oTeitakiog  the  4e- 
serters,  or  meeting  the  convoy  rf  proviaioDS.  I 
am  not  eertain.  sir,  whether  I  ought  to  consider 
tbc  ibaaoeo  of  tnis  regiment  from  the  field  of  ac- 


tion as  tbrtunate  or  otherwise.  I  incline  to  think 
it  was  fortunate  ;  for  I  very  much  doubt  whether, 
had  it  been  in  the  action,  the  fortune  of  the  day 
had  been  turned :  and,  if  it  had  not,  the  triumph 
of  the  enemy  would  have  been  more  complete, 
and  the  country  would  have  been  destitute  of 
every  means  of  defence. 

Taking  a  view  of  the  situation  of  our  broken 
troops  at  Fort  JeSerson,  and  that  there  were  bo 
provisions  in  the  fort,!  called  on  the  field  offi- 
cers, viz :  Lieutenant  Colonel  Darke,  Major  Ham- 
iiamck,  Miyor  Zeigler,  and  Major  Goiiher,  to- 
gether with  the  Adjutant  General,  for  their  ad- 
vice what  would  be  proper  further  to  be  done ; 
and  it  was  their  unanimous  opinion  that  the  addi- 
tion of  the  first  regiment,  unbroken  as  it  was,  did 
not  put  the  Army  on  so  respectable  a  footing  ta  it 
was  in  the  morning,  because  a  great  part  of  it  was 
now  unarmed;  that  it  had  been  then  found  une- 
qual to  the  enemy,  and,  should  they  come  on, 
which  was  probabta,  would  be  found  so  again ; 
that  the  troops  could  not  be  thrown  into  the  fort, 
both  because  it  was  toosmaU,  and  that  there  were 
no  provisions  in  it ;  that  provisions  were  known 
to  be  upon  the  road,  at  the  distance  of  one,  or,  at 
most,  two  marches ;  tliat,  therefore,  it  would  be 
proper  to  move,  witboat  loss  of  time,  to  meet  the 
provisions  when  the  men  might  have  the  soonfer 
an  opportunity  of  some  refre^ment,  and  that  a 

E roper  detaehineot  might  be  sent  back  with  it,  to 
ave  it  safely  deposited  in  the  fort.  This  advice 
was  acceptea,  and  the  Army  was  put  in  motion 
again  at  ten  o'clock,  and  marched  all  night,  and 
the  succeeding  day  met  with  a  q^oantity  trt  flour ; 
part  of  it  was  distributed  immediately,  part  taken 
Wk  to  supply  the  Army  on  the  march  to  Fort 
Hamilton,  and  the  remamder,  about  filly  horse- 
loads,  sent  forward  to  Fort  Jefferson.  The  next 
day  a  drove  of  cattle  was  met  with  fm  the  satne 
^ce ;  and  I  have  information  that  both  got  in. 
The  wounded  who  had  baen  left  at  that  place 
were  oidered  to  be  brought  here  by  the  retnm  of 

1  have  said,  sir,  in  a  formei  part  of  this  letter, 
that  we  were  overpowered  by  nuinhets ;  of  that, 
however,  I  have  no  evidence ;  but  the  weight  of 
the  fire,  which  was  always  a  most  deadly  one,  and 
generally  delivered  from  the  ground,  few  of^  the 
enemy  showing  themselves  uoot,  except  when 
they  were  charged,  and  that  in  a  few  minotes.  our 
whole  camp,  which  exlenoed  above  three  nun- 
dred  and  fifty  yards  in  length,  was  entirely  sur- 
rounded and  attacked  on  all  quarters. 

The  loss,  sir,  th*^  public  has  sustained,  by  the 
fall  ot  so  matij  t^&eers,  particularly  General  But- 
ler and  Major  Fergaaoa,  cannot  be  too  much  re- 
gretted ;  but  it  is  a  eitcomstance  that  will  allevi- 
ate the  misfntutie  in  some  measure^  that  all  of 
them  fell  most  gallantly,  doing  their  duty.  1  have 
liad  very  particular  obligations  to  many  of  them, 

well  as  to  the  survivors ;  but  to  none  more  than 

Ct^onel  Bargant.  He  has  discharged  the  va- 
rious dtrtiss  of  his  officewith  zeal,  with  exactness, 
and  widi  intelligence ;  and^  on  all  oceasioos,  af- 
forded Hte  every  assistaDce  m  his  power,  which  I 
Iwve  also  expeneneed  from  my  Aid-de-«amp,  Lien- 


v.^,. 
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teoBnl  Dennf.  and  the  Viscount  Malenie,  who 
tenei  with  m<!  in  the  station  as  a  volunteer. 

With  erery  sentiment  of  respect  and  regard,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 

ARTHUR  St.  CLAIR. 
The  Hon.  H.  Khoz,  Secr^ary  o^  War. 

P.  S.— Some  orders  that  had  been  gtreo  to  Co- 
lonel Oldham  over  night,  and  which  were  of  much 
consequence,  were  not  executed,  and  some  very 
material  intelligence  was  communicated  by  Cap- 
'    n  Slough  to  General  Butler^  '-    '      ' 

•  night  Defore  the  action,  whic 


the  night  liefore  t 


did  I  hear  of  it  until  after  my 


lAtt  of  the  kHied  and  wounded  t0cir$  in  the  bat- 
tU  o/the  4th  of  November,  179L 

Haior  Qeneml  Richard  Butler  g  Colonel  Old- 
ham, Kentucky  Militia ;  Majors  Ferguson,  Clarke, 
and  Hart ;  Captains  Bradford,  Phelao,  Kirkwood, 
Price,  Van  Sweariogen,  Tipton.  3mith,  Purdy, 
Piatt,  Guthrie,  Cribbs,  and  Newman ;  Lieuten- 
ants Spear,  Warren,  Boyd,  MacMath,  Burge&s, 
Kelso,  Rrad,  Little,  Happer,  and  Liekins;  £n- 
aigos  Cobb.  Balch,  Cbace,  Turner,  Wilson,  Brooks. 
^alty,aQd  Purdy;  Quaitermasters  Reynoldsaod 
Ward;  Adjutant  Anderson;  Doctor  Qrasson. 

WODNDBD. 

Lieutenant  Colonels  Qibsoo,  Darke,  and  Sar- 

Ent  adjutant  general ;  Major  Butler ;  Captaiaa 
>yle.  Trueman,  Ford,  Buchanan,  Darke,  and 
Slough;  Lieutenants  Greaton,  Davidson,  De 
Butts,  Price,  Morinn,  McCrae,  Lysle,  and  Thomp- 


SEDUCTION  OF  THE  PTTBLIC  DEBT. 

The  BicaariBT  or  tbi  Tbuhhbi,  in  obedienca  to 
the  onler  of  Ac  Houaeof  RepreMntative*  of  the  Iflth 
inatant,  rs^)«ctfnllj  makes  the  fallowing  Report  i 
At  the  eloae  of  the  year  1790  there  wa«  a  con- 
siderable surplus  of  revenue  beyond  the  objects  of 
expeodituie  which  had  required  a  provision  to 
that  period ;  which  surplus,  by  an  act  of  the  12th 
of  August  in  that  year,  was  appropriated  to  the 
reduction  of  the  Public  Debt.    The  statement  (A) 
herewith  submitted  will  show,*in  one  view,all  the 
sums  which,  according  to  the  establiahments  here- 
tofore made,  and  corresponding  appropriations, 
luve  required  and  will  require  to  oe  deirayed,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1791  to  the  end  of  the 

¥!ar  1792,  amounting  together  to  (7,082,19: 
he  statement  (B)  will  also  show,  in  one  i 
the  nell  product  of  all  the  public  revenues  for  the 
same  period,  according  to  the  best  calculation  and 
estimate  which  can  now  be  forioed  of  it,  amount- 
ing to  S7,02S,755  36  cents.  The  statement  (C) 
euibits  a  summaiy  of  the  total  annual  eipendi- 
ture  of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  to  exist- 


lag  eMablishments,  amoumtng  to  $3  688,043  50. 
rfie  statement  (B)  includes  a  view  of  the  piolia- 
ble  product,  durmg  the  year  1792,  of  the  existing 
revenues  of  the  United  States,  amounting  to 
(3,700,000.  From  these  statements  will  result 
substantially  the  information  which  is  desired  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  as  far  as  it  is  wnr 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  to  give  it.  One  or 
two  matters,  however,  may  be  proper  to  be  added, 
with  a  view  to  greater  accuracy.  There  are  c<r- 
.  1  in  which  the  estimates  for  apprt^ri- 
ations  have  exceeded,  and  will  exceed,  the  (ami 
actually  expended.  Hence  the  apparent  excest«f 
the  expenaiture:,  as  exhibited  in  the  statement, 
([A)  beyond  the  product  of  the  revenue,  as  shown 
la  the  Statement,  (B,)  will  probably  not  be  foond 
reaL  But  the  amount  of  these  snrplusses  or  over- 
'  oale  is  not  stated,  because  it  is  not,  and,  in 
e  cases,  cannot  now  be  ascertained,  and  it  is 
likely  to  be  very  considerable ;  «ad  because, 
if  it  should  do  more  than  counterbalance  the  ex- 
alluded  to,  it  will  be  safest  to  set  off  the  sur- 
plus against  those  contingent  demands  which  ftom 
time  to  time  occiu.  No  deduction  has  been  made 
from  the  annual  interest  on  account  of  the  Dtkt 
purchased.  This  has  proceeded  from  a  suppos- 
tion  that  it  will  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  Le- 
gislature to  appropriate  invjobhlvthe  *  "  "  ' 
any  part  of  the  Debt  which  shall  be  t 
ixtineuished  towards  the 

nainder.  This  point  wiJI  be  more  particulaily 
submitted  in  a  Ret>ort  on  the  subject  of  the  Public 
Debt.    All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEIXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Setretary  of  the  TVeanry. 
Tbeasdry  Dbpabtmbht,  January  23, 1792. 


at  any  tiiae 


ot  the 


SttUement  <^  expenditurei  made  and  to  be  madt 
jmrnMnt  to  apmvftriatiatu  herttafyre  made  m 
ati^ormitil  to  Ae  exit^ttg  ettabHtkmenUof  tlie 
Vnittd  Statu,  from  the  beginning  ^  the  year 
1791  to  the  end  of  the  year  1793,  vie  .- 
kmount  of  moneyi  ■fpropriatvd  by  an 
act  of  the  11th  Fcbruaiy,  ITSl.makiBg 
^tpropriationi  fiir  the  lupport  of  Go- 
'.  dniing  the  yaar  1791,  and 


Sun  ■mnopriaied  by  an  act  of  the  ad  of 

March,  17S1,  l4n»uda  efieding  a  rscog- 

nition  of  the  trea^  with  the  Emperoc 

ofMonWGo  ....  30,000  OQ 
Sum  >pjpn>pii»tad  bj  an  act  of  the  sam« 

dale  for  raising  another  ngiment,  and 

making  a  further  proTunon  far  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  -  31S,«8S  M 
Amount  of  monejs  aiqirojoialed  by  an 

act  of  the  33d  of  December  last  past, 

making  provimon,  among  other  Ihmga, 

Sir  the  BUppoit  of  Ooi^mient  far  the 

year  ITM  ....  l,069,S»  SI 
Sum  to  be  advanced  puraoant  to  (be  act 

making  proriiion  fti  deftaying  the  in- 

terooura*  bMw«en  the  United  Slatee 

and  faiMgn  nalionB    -  -  40,000  00 


S,17M41  •! 
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tatt   on    the  Pnblk 

Debt,  foreign  and  do- 
*    meitic,  dohng  the  jeu 

1791    ■  '  -  9it,0e0,B61  U 

Amount  of  one  jeu'i  in- 

tocM   on    die    PnMic 

Debt,  Ibreign  mnd  do- 

tneatic^  (inclndtng  that 

of  the  reepecthe  Statea 

Hnuned,)   daring  dke 

ftai  ITin  ■     3M9,19*  TS 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Seentary  ofiht  TVeonity. 
I  DKUBTMurr,  January  33,  I79S. 


(f  the  ntttprodact^tht  public  r\ 
Uirhie  (Ac  year*  1791  om  1792. 


(jwnnf  (Ae  year* 


icmenue* 
11792. 

rDDTiES  roR  1791. 

Quarter  ending  Slit  Mtnh  •  014,881  11 

Qoaiter  ending  30th  Jnne,  (A)  -  •  1,316,809  40 

Qtuittf  ending  30th  September  919,670  M 

Qnaiter  ending  Slit  December,  (B)  SOO.Omt  00 


Total  nettpradactaloT  ITS],  of  impotti'  a,179,7U  M 
Italiee  on  home 'me  J«  W^  fiein  the 

lit  Jntf  to  the  hat  of  December,  (C>  -      160,000  00 


Total  nett  rerenne,  1791  •  -  8, 

Dntiee  en  impceti  fat  the 

Tear  1703  eMimated  at, 

(D)     •  «3,900  00 

Dutiei  on  home-made  epi- 

liti  for  the  aame  year 

ertimated  at  (E)  -       400,000  00 


Note*  to  etatement,  (B.) 

(A.)  Th«  produce  of  these  three  quarters  may 
be  considered  as  ascertained.  Though  returns 
have  not  been  received  from  all  the  ports  for  the 
entire  period,  fet  so  many  have  been  receired 
(including  the  principal  ports)  as  to  have  admit- 
ted of  a  catctdaticM,  with  remd  to  the  rest,  not 
liable  to  material  error.  The  produce  for  the 
year  1790  has  served  as  a  ^de  in  respect  to  ports 
uom  which  retnms  bare  not  been  received. 

fB.)  The  sum.  here  stated  is  altogether  npon 
estimate,  the  time  which  has  elapted  since  the 
end  of  the  qaarter  not  admitting  of  the  proper 
docnments.  It  exceeda  the  produce  of  the  same 
quarter  for  the  preceding  year  (55,773  19.  [fthe 
ratio  a[  increase  of  any  preceding  q^uarter  during 
the  year  1791  bad  been  applied  to  thu  quarter,  the 
■um  would  have  been  considerably  ereater.  But 
it  is  believed  that  this  would  not  furnish  a  just 
rule.  It  is  understood  that  the  importations  for 
the  last  quarter  of  1790  were  much  increaaed  to 
avoid  the  additiooal  duties  which  were  to  take 
place  on  the  firat  day  of  the  year  1791.    And, 


though  the  additional  duty  on  distilled  spirits 
might  at  first  view  be  expected  to  add  to  the  pro- 
duct  for  the  Quarter  in  question,  yet  it  is  far  from 
certain  that  tbis  was  the  effect  of  it.  Extraordi- 
Bary  exeitionB  were  made  to  import  distilled  spi- 
rits prior  to  July,  when  the  additional  duty  took 
effect,  which  may  be  supposed  to  have  lessened 
the  quantity  afterwards,  so  as  to  leave  it  a  ques- 
tion whether  this  article  was  more  or  less  pro- 
ductive in  that  quarter  than  in  the  same  quarter 
of  the  former  year.  Making  allowance  for  these 
circimislances,  it  does  not  appear  probable  that 
the  last  quarter  of  1791  will  exceed  the  last  auar- 
ter  of  1790  in  so  great  a  proportion  as  any  of  the 
preceding  corresponding  quarters. 

(C.)  This  sum  is  materially  short  of  the  ori- 
finally-estimated  product;  but,  from  the  returns 
hitherto  received,  it  does  not  appear  likely  to  be 
greater.  This  is  owing  partly  to  a  decreased  dis- 
tillation of  spirits  from  lorei^  materials,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  sudden  rise  in  the  price  of  mo* 
lasses,  and  partly  to  the  obstacles  which  have  re- 
tarded the  complete  execution  of  the  law. 

(D.)  The  sum  here  estimated  cannot,  in  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  be  accurate.    It  includes  a 


duty  on  imported  spirits,  which  will  be  fully  ope- 
rative during  the  present  year.  Secondly,  it  con- 
templates the  possibility  that  the  disturbances  in 
Hispaniola  may  tend  to  diminish  the  supply  of 
several  articles  which  are  objects  of  considerable 
duties,  and  may  proportion  ably  diminish  the  reve- 
nue. Hence  about  one-third  of  the  probable  in- 
crease of  the  duties  on  spirits  is  added  to  the  prO' 
duce  of  the  year  1791,  and  the  an^egate  is  taken 
as  the  produce  of  the  year  179S,  abating  two-thirds 
of  that  increase  as  an  equivalent  for  other  defi- 
ciencies. 

(E.)  The  samedialurboncesin  Hispaniola  may 
be  expected  to  diminish  Ae  product  of  the  duties 
on  home-made  spirits,  by  considerably  reducing 
the  aupfdy  of  molasses  ;  which,  added  to  the  ol^ 
stacles  already  alluded  to,  (and  which  it  will  re- 
quire yet  some  time  completely  to  nirmount,) 
cannot  fait  to  render  the  real  product  of  these 
duties,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  materi- 
ally less  than  ibe  estimated  product.  According- 
ly, an  abatement  of  about  one-third  is  made  in  th« 
present  estimate. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  the  TVetutay. 

Tbkabdbv  Departmekt,  ya?)tMry23,  1793. 


EgtimtOe  ofammal  expenditure  on  the  grotmd  <^ 

exiitiag  ettabU^iment;  vi*  : 
For  the  snppoct  of  the  wril  eetiMiahmenta 
of  Government,  indndinf  «40,000  far 
fcreign  aflUn  -  •SOS.tUS  H 

Stated  eipenditme  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, mdading  ^MfiOO  far  Indian 
a&iiB  ....     3S>,781  01 

ivalidi      -  •       87,403  H 


.o.oyGoogle 
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IntetMt  on  the  Public  D«bt,  fbnign  mxl 
domaatk,  including  the  unoiint  of  the 
awe  debt!  aavmed  •  -  2^9,1M  73 


Totd  mnnoal  expenditure 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Setrttary  of  the  Trtuury. 
TkiiinBT  DuASTxiXT,  Jmuarif  33,  1763. 


THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Treabhrt  Dbpabtment,  Feb.  ft,  1T92. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  a  Re- 
port on  the  subject  of  the  Public  Debt,  pursuant 
to  the  order  of  the  House  of  RepreseotativeE  ot 
the  litst  of  November,  1791,  and  to  subsequent 
references  therein  mentjonei] ;  and  to  be,  with 

fjrfecl  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  mc 
umble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  the  TYeamry. 
The  Hod.  the  Speaker 

i^the  Houte  of  RepreKtOatitxf. 

Tbe&sdbv  Depabtment,  Jan.  23, 1792. 
PurstMDt  to  the  order  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  first  of  November,  1791,  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "to  report  to  the 
House  the  amount  of  the  subscriptions  to  the  loans 
proposed  by  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
Public  Debt,  as  well  in  the  debts  of  the  respective 
States  as  in  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  parts  which  remain  unsub- 
scribed, together  with  such  measures  as  are,  in  his 
o{>iiiioii,  expedient  to  be  taken  oa  thesubieot,"  the 
said  Secretary  respectfully  submits  the  iollowing 

1.  The  whole  amount  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of 
the  United  States,  principal  and  interest,  which 
has  been  subecribed  to  the  loan  oroposed  concern- 
ing that  Debt,  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making 
proriiion  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  ac- 
cordiae  to  the  statement  herewith  transmitted, 
marked  A,  and  subject  to  the  obserratitms  accom- 
panying that  statement,  is  $31,797,481  22. 
Which,  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  that  act,  has 
been  converted  into  stock  bearing  an  imme- 
diate interest    of  six   per    cenL    per    annum 
$14,177,450  43 
Slock  bearing  the  like    interest 
from  the  first  of  January,  1801,      7,088,727  79 


bearmg  ai 
t  of   tiin> 


per  cent,  per 


10,531,303  00 


Of  which  there  stands  to  the  credit  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  conaequanoe  of  pur- 
chases of  the  PuUic  DebL  made  under  their  direc- 
tion, Ae  mm  d'  $1,131,364  76. 


The  unsubscribed  residue  of  the  said  D«U,  ac- 
cording lo  the  statements  herewhh  transHiitied. 
marked  B  and  C,  and  subject  to  the  obserratioK 
accompanying  the  statement  C,  appears  to  arDooai 

to  $10,616,ti04  65. 

Consisting  of  registered  Debt,  principal  and  in- 
terest    -  -  .  .    $^,795,815  S6 

Unsubscribed  stock  on  the  books 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans 


and  Maryland,  principi 

terest     ....  15,674  « 

Credits  on  the  books  of  the  Trea- 
sury, for  which  no  certificates 
have  been  issued,  principal  and 
interest ...  -         107,648  63 

Outstanding  or  floating  evidences 
of  Debt  estimated,  per  state- 
went  C,  at        -  -  -      3.697,466  14 


for  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvaaia, 
...ju.^u.j  —^-Bipalandin- 


Tota] 


-  $10,616,604  e 


Concerning  which,  some  farther  arrangemeM 
is  necessary. 

The  greatest  pan  of  the  registered  Debt,  hither- 
to unsubscribed,  is  owned  by  citizens  of  foieigD 
countries;  most,  if  not  all,  of  whom  appear  now 
disposed  to  embrace  the  terme  held  out  by  tlte  aot 
above  mentioned;  estensiTe  orders  havittg  betm 
received  from  those  creditors  to  subacribe  to  the 
loan,  after  the  time  for  receiving  subscriptions 
had  elapsed. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  outstanding-  or  ioal- 
ing  Debt  consists  of  loan-office  eenifiestes,  iaraed 
between  the  first  of  September,  1777,  and  the  first 
of  March,  1778,  bearing  interest  on  the  nominal 
sum.  Manyol^the  holders  of  this  species  of  Debt 
have  come  id  upon  the  terms  of  this  act,  but  other* 
have  hitherto  decliaed  it;  alleging  that  the  spe- 
cial nature  of  their  contract  gives  a  peculiarity  to 
their  case,  and  renders  the  commutatitm  proposed 
not  so  fair  an  equivalent  to  them  as  in  othn  in- 
stances. They  also  complain  that  the  act  has 
had,  towards  them,  a  compulsory  aapect,  by  re- 
fusing the  temporary  paymesit  of  interest  unlesa 
they  shouU  exchange  tiieir  old  for  new  ceriiK- 
cates,  essentially  varying  the   nature    of  their 


A  resolution  of  Ccmgres*  of  the  lOth  of  S 
bet,  1777,  stipulates  in  favor  of  this  claaa  <rf  craof 
tors,  interest  np>on  the  nominal  instead  of  the  real 
principal  of  their  Debt,  until  that  principal  be  dia- 
eharged.  This  certainly  renders  their  contract  of 
a  nature  more  beneficial  than  that  of  other  enJA- 
tors;  but  the?  are,  at  the  same  time,  liable  to  ba 
divested  of  the  extra  benefit  it  gives  thera  by  a 
payment  of  their  speeie  does ;  and  it  may  be  ob- 
served,  that  they  have  actually  enjoyed,  and  by 
aecepimg  the  terms  offered  to  ^em  were  eoablaa 
to  realize,  advanrnges  superior  to  other  creditorv. 
They  have  been  paid  interest  by  billa  on  Prance, 
from  the  lOtb  of^  September,  1777,  to  the  1st  of 
March,  1782,  while  other  creditors  reonved  ihor 
interest  in  depreciated  biUs  of  the  oM  emisaioasj 
Mid  the  terms  of  the  lout  propaaed  pM  it  in  ihcit 


pcnmt  to  m^ae  the  be«efil  af  inlBreet  <m  the 
noaiBal  amoBnt  of  theit  reqieelivQ  debts,  at  rates 
Sma  sii  aitd  twenly-oae  nondredths  ncarlf 
tea  atd  forty-seTen  one  htmdredtlu  per  cent, 
their  leol  or  wecie  capital,  down  to  the  Iwt  of 
December,  1790. 

n  does  not,  ttiercToTe,  amatr  to  have  been  an 
Tinrea»Mable  expectation  thai  they,  as  readily  as 
any  otlier  descnptioa  of  puUio  credit*^  WDold 
hare  acquietced  m  a  mtainre  cakuialed  for  the 
■ecommodaiion  of  the  QoTerament,  ^der  circoai- 
■tances  ia  retpect  to  -whiA  it  has  been  demon- 
otrated,  by  subsequent  events,  that  the  BcconiHio- 
datioQ  detdted  was  ooositteiit  with  the  best  in- 
t»est  of  the  poUic  credkots.  A  luse  j^rofortiaa 
of  the  parties  iotareated  have,  indeed,  riewed  the 
matter  ia  this  light,  and  hare  embraced  the  pro- 
posttion.  It  is  pcolmble  that  thepmgtess  of  thin^^ 
will  satisfy  the  remainder  that  it  is  equally  their 
iatereat  to  conenr,  if  a  farther  opporlunity  be 
sfforded.  Bai  it  is,neTeitlieleis,  for  Aetnaelres 
only  to  judge  haw  far  the  equiraleat  propoeed  is 
ID  their  ease  a  nasOBable  aad  fttir  one ;  Iiow  fiu 
way  citcniastaiKes  in  thei^  elaiia  toay  snggast 
nasoos  for  moderatioa  en  Ilwir  part;  or  bow  far 
any  other  motires,  pnUk  or  private  ought  to 
i*<iaae  aa  aaceptaacb  Aitd  the  principles  of 
nod  faith  require  that  their  election-  should  be 

On  this  grotad,  the  ooa^)laiat  which  re^^ds 
the  inthbplding  of  a  tKnaonry  payatnt  oC  in- 
teraai,  except  on  the  condition  of  surrender  of 
the  old  certificates  for  new  ooea,  imporliag  a  eiai- 
met  stAstantiaUy  differeai,  appears  lo  the  Secre- 
tary not  destitute  of  fiMindatioa.  He  presumes 
that  the  operation  of  Uiat  proviaioa.  in  the  pani- 
•alor  cas&  was  aot  adrertaa  to ;  or,  tlMt  an  excep- 
tioB  would  hare  been  introduced  as  msBt  oonsoaaat 
with  the  acaend  spirit  and  design  of  the  «ei. 
AecordiiMljr,  th»  ftutllMr  naeaaaiet  which  will  be 
■^nsdttsd  will  ooBleBfdate  a  velbad  of  obviating 
the  objeotion  in  SMstion. 

From  the  couidaration  that  an  ertnaiinm  of  the 
tine  for  reeeirmg  stlpolaticmt,  upon  the  (emu 
of  the  act  making  provisioD  fyt  ine  Debt  of  the 
United  Slates^  ia  dnked  by  a  l^ge  propartimi  of 
ihatioo-tubMnbiDgDreditorei  aodfrom  toe  further 
eoBsideration  dut  snfficieat  experience  has  not  yet 
becB  had  of  the  piodaetiTeness  of  a  consideraUc 
hran^  of  tha  revaiaes  irtiieh  have  been  esta^ 
bliiihad,  to  afford  the  li^bt  neee«ary  to  a  final  to- 
nqgemtat,  it  is^  ia  the  jadgatenl  or  l^  Becretary, 
adnsable  to  renev  the  ptnpositioo  for  a  loan  u 
the  Doueetio  Debt,  on  the  aame  terau  with  the 
MK  which  has  been  closed^  Mid  ■»  aUam  time  for 
receiving  subscriptions  to  it  until  the  bst  i»f  of 
September  next,  iuehniTely ;  making  prorision 
for  «  tempoiary  payment  of  interest  to  such  who 
may  not  think  fit  to  ssbseribe,  for  the  year  17fia, 
of  die  Bke  nat«re  with  that  which  was  made  in 
the  nme  ease  for  the  year  1791— except  as  to  the 
hoUnt  of  LoBD'office  certifieales,  issued  between 
the  1st  of  September,  1777,  and  the  lit  of  Sfareh, 
1778 ;  in  topcBt  to  wnom  it  is  mbmitled  as  praper 
10  dispnaec  wuh.itfce  obligation  of  exchanging 


their  old  cettificartes  for  new,  as  the  ooaditicm  of 
their  teeeiring  interest  in  capacity  (rf  non-eub- 
seribers,  and  to  allow  them,  without  such  ex- 
change, to  receive  the  same  interest,  both  for  the 
years  1791  and  1792,  as  if  they  had  subscribed  to 
the  first  loan.  It  will  not  be  materially  difficult 
so  to  regulate  the  opeiation  at  the  Tieaauiy  as  to 
avoid,  in  the  particular  case,  tliat  dangn  of^in^o- 
sitioD  by  coanlerfeits,  whicn  was  the  lootive  to 
the  geacial  pravisitm  for  an  exchange  of  ceitifi- 

11.  The  amonnt  of  the  subscriptions  in  the 
Debts  of  tite  reapeetiTe  Stales,  withm  the  limits  of 
the  anm  assumed  in  each,  i^ipears  by  the  statemcat 
marked  D  to  be  $17,072,334  39,  subjecl  to  the  oh- 
■ervalioos  accompanying  that  statement.  Conse- 
qnently,  the  difference  tetwten  the  aggregate  of 
MM  sums  sabacribcd,  and  the  aggregate  of  the 
snma  assumed,  is  $ii,4£!l,665  61. 

This  difiercBoe  is  to,  be  attributed  to  sevetml 
causes,  the  principal  of  which  are  the  fallowing: 
First,  that  the  nuns  assumed  in  respect  to  certam 
States,  exceeded  the  aotual  amount  of  their  ex- 
isting iebth.  Second,  that  in  various  ittatances  a 
pan  of  the  existing  Debt  was  in  a  form  which  ex- 
cluded it  from  Iwing  received  without  contra- 
ag  paiticnlar  proririons  of  the  law — as  in  tlw 
of  eertifieates  iesaed  after  the  Ist  day  o(  Jan- 
uary, 1790,  in  liea  of  certiScates  which  nad  been 
issueid  prior  to  that  period,  whieh  was  reported 
upon  by  the  Secretary  on  the  25th  day  of  Pehiu- 
ary  last.  Third,  ignorance  o^  or  inEtttention  to, 
the  limitation  of  tuae  for  receiving  aubscriptiont. 
It  appears  that  a  number  of  persons  lost  the  o^ot- 
tunity  of  sut»cribing  trom  the  one  or  the  etiwr  of 


A  attmg  desire  that  a  further  opportunity  may 
h»  afiiwded  for  subacriplions  in  the  debts  of  the 
Btatc^  has  been  manifested  by  the  individuals  in- 
terested. Amd  the  States  ol  Rhode  Island  and 
New  Hampshire  have,  by  the  public  acts  referred 
to  the  Secretary,  indieaicd  a  similar  desire.  The 
afibnjuig  of  soeh  further  opportunity  may  either 
he  restricted  within  the  limit  as  to  amount,  which 
iplated  by  the  aot  iteelf,  or  may  receive 

_   non  which  will  embrace  the  residuary 

debts  of  the  States. 

The  first  may  be  conaidaml  as  nothiug  more 
than  giving  full  edcet  to  a  measure  already 
adopted.  The  kst  appears  to  have  in  its  lavor  aU 
the  leading  fndncements  to  what  hu  been  already 
done.  The  embarrassments  which  might  arise 
from  cendicti^  systems  of  finance  are  not  en- 
tirely obviated.  The  efficacious  command  <^  the 
national  reaonrces  for  national  exigencies,  is  not 
nnequivoeally  aecored.  The  equalizing  of  the 
oonditioB  of  the  cifiaens  of  every  State,  and  ex- 
onerating those  of  the  States  moat  indebted,  from 
partial  hardens  which  would  press  upon  them  in 
enee  of  exertions  in  a  cMnmon  cause,  is 
plelely  fulfilled  until  the  entUe  Debt  of 
every  State,  contractod  in  relation  to  the  war,  is 
embraeed  in  one  general  and  comprehensive  dan. 
—  '       -  --  -v-it-:— J  ci^.„.  of^dis- 
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States  0 


bnrdening  the  States,  which  are  still  encumbered 
ible  debts,  would  bear  no  proportion 


witheoni 


to  the  iaconveoieuce  which  the;  would  feel  if  left 
to  struggle  with  those  debts  unaided.  More  gen- 
eral conteDtment,  therefore,  io  the  public  mind 
may  be  expected  to  attend  such  an  exoneration, 
than  the  reverse,  in  proportion  as  the  experieace 
of  actual  inconveaieDce  would  be  greater,  though 
only  appUcable  to  parts,  in  the  one  than  in  the 
other  cue. 

With  regard  to  States,  parts  only  of  the  debts 
of  which  haTe  been  assumed,  and  in  pnwortionB 
short  of  those  which  have  prevailed  in  favor  of 
Slates,  and  odier  short  also  of  what  would  have 
results]  from  a  due  apportionmeDt  of  the  entire 
stun  assumed,  the  claim  to  a  further  assuinpticai 
is  founded  on  considerations  of  equal  justice,  as 
relative  to  the  measure  itself,  considered  ia  a  sepa- 
rate and  independent  light. 

But  there  is  a  further  reason  of  material  weight 
for  an  immediate  general  assumption.  Honeyed 
men,  as  well  foreigners  as  citizens,  through  (he 
expectation  of  an  eventual  assumption,  or  that  in 
some  shape  or  other  a  substantial  provision  will 
be  made  for  the  unassumed  residue  of  the  State 
debts,  will  be  induced  to  speculate  in  the  purchase 
of  them.  In  proportton  as  the  event  is  unsettled, 
or  uncertain,  the  price  of  the  article  will  be  low, 
and  the  f^'eeent  pro[»ietors  will  be  under  disad- 
Tantage  m  the  sate.  The  loss  to  them  in  favor  of 
the  purchasers  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  evil ;  and, 
as  far  as  it  is  connected  with  a  transfer  to  foreign- 
ers, at  an  undervalue,  it  will  he  a  national  evil. 
By  whatsoever  authoritv  an  ultimate  provision 
may  be  made,  there  will  Ik  an  absolute  loss  to  the 
community  equal  to  the  total  amougt  of  such  un- 
dervalue. 

It  may  appear  an  objection  to  the  measure,  that 
it  will  reqiure  an  establishment  of  additional  funds 
by  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States.  Bat 
this  does  not  seem  to  be  a  necessary  consequence. 
The  probability  is,  that  without  a  supplementary 
assumption,  an  equal,  or  very  nearly  eqmJ  aug- 
mentation of  funds  will  be  requisite  to  provide  for 
.greater  balances,  in  favor  of  certain  States,  which 
"would  be  poportionaUy  diminished  by  such  as- 
sumption.  The  destination,  not  the  quantum  of 
the  mnd,  will,  therefore,  he  the  chief  distinction 
between  the  two  cases. 

It  may  also  amwar  an  objectioD  to  a  total  a»- 
sumptioD,  that  tne  ma^^iiude  of  the  object  is  not 
ascertained  with  precision.  It  is  not  certainly 
known  what  is  the  sum  due  in  each  State,  nor  has 
it  been  possible  to  acquire  the  informa  ti<Mi,  owing  to 
different  causes.  But,  though  precise  data  are  de- 
ficient, there  are  materials  which  will  serve  as 
guides.  From  the  returns  received  at  the  Trea- 
sury, assisted  by  information  in  other  ways,  it  may 
be  stated,  without  danger  of  material  raror,  that 
the  remaining  debts  of  the  States,  over  and  above 
the  sums  a^ady  subscribed,  will  not  exceed 
the  amounts  speciSed  in  statement  D,  acoompa- 
nyins  this  Report;  and  that,  including  sums 
already  subscribed,  the  total  amount  to  De  ulti- 
mately provided  for,  io  the  event  of  a  general  as- 
sumption, will  not  exceed  t2d,403,3e3  71,  which 
would  constitute  an  addition  of  t3.903^  71  to 
the  sum  of  921,500,000,  already  assumed.  Should 


a  total  aaeomptiou  be  deemed  eli^)le,  it  maty  aiSI 
be  advisaUe  to  aaiign  a  determinate  sum  for  tmA 
Stale,  that  the  utmoet  limit  of  the  operatioo  may 
be  pre-estaUi^ed ;  and  it  is  necessary  in  order  to 
the  certainty  of  a  due  nrovisira,  in  proper  tine, 
that  interest  should  not  begin  to  be  payable,  on  (be 
additiuial  sums  assumed,  until  alter  the  year  ITftt. 
It  will  occur,  that  provision  has  been  made  ftr 
paying  toeach  State,  in  trust  for  its  non-fiubaerih- 
mg  cnditon,  an  interest  upMk  the  diRerenee  be- 
tween the  sum  assumed  for  such  Slate,  aitd  that 
actually  subscribed,  caual  lo  what  wooU  have 
been  payaUe,  if  it  had  Deea  nibaerib«d. 

In  the  event  of  a  further  asainaptioii,  either 
within  the  limits  already  established,  or  caaunim- 
surate  with  the  remaining  debt*  of  the  States,  it 
is  conceived  that  it  will  not  be  inccnapatifale  wiA 
the  provision  just  mentioned,  to  retaiiij  at  the  end 
of  each  quarter,  during  the  pronesa  of  the  ftuther 
subscription,  out  of  the  money  direclnl  to  be  paid 
to  cneh  State,  a  aotn  corresponding  with  the  in- 
terest upon  BO  much  of  its  debts  as  dtall  have  beca 
subecri1>ed  to  that  peiiod,  paying  the  oreiplna,  if 
any,  to  the  State.  An  aba^nie  saspeBaoB  of  oat 
payment  does  not  aj^ear  eoDsistent  with  the  na- 
ture of  the  Bturalation  included  ia  that  prorisioa ; 
for,  though  the  money  to  be  paid  to  a  State  he 
expressly  a  trttst  for  the  son-eDWribiDCcrediMfa, 
yet^  as  it  cannot  be  certain  befcnvhand  that  they 
will  elect  to  ehaage  Iheir  condition,  the  pooUabty 
ot  it  will  not  justify  a  sntpcDsioB  of  paynMBt  to 
the  State,  which  m^t  operate  as  suspenainB  tit 
payment  lo  the  creditma  tnem^«lTes. 

A  further  objeetitm  to  sueh  asnspenaioti  reaolts 
from  the  idea  that  the  provision  in  question  ap- 
peals to  have  a  secondary  object,  namely:  as  a 
pledge  for  securing  a  provision  for  whatever  ba- 
loace  may  be  found  due  lo  a  State  on  the  general 
settletnent  of  acconnia.  The  paym^t  directedto 
be  mode  to  a  State  is  "  to  continue  mitii  theie 
shall  be  a  settlement  of  accounts  betweea  tbe 
United  Stales  and  the  individual  Slates;  and,  in 
case  a  balance  should  then  appear  in  &Tar  of  a 
Stale,  until  provinun  shall  be  made  for  the  mid 
halanee."  This  secondary  opentioB  as  a  plete 
or  security  (consistcinlT  with  the  intent  ot  me 
Pondmg  Act)  can  on)y  be  superseded  in  &*ar  vt 
the  primary  object,  a  proviidMi  for  the  crediWdv 
and,  as  far  as  tnay  ne  nccenary,  to  admit  theaa  lo 
an  effectual  partieijtation  of  it.  But,  as  whatever 
money  may  ne  paid  to  a  State  is  to  be  paid  over 
to  its  creditors,  proportioBal  deductions  may,  wiik 
propriety,  be  made  from  the  debts  of  thoae  eredil- 
ors  who  may  hereafter  subscribe,  so  as  that  the 
United  States  nay  not  have  to  pay  twiee  for  the 
same  purpose. 

If  It  shall  be  judged  expedient,  either  to  0|MB 
again,  or  extend  the  asstunption,  it  will  be  iwcea- 
sary  to  vary  the  description  of  the  debts,  wUch 
may  be  subscribed,  so  as  lo  comiH«bend  all  tihoae 
which  have  relation  lo  services  or  supplies  during 
the  war,  under  such  restrictions  as  are  requisite  to 
guard  against  abuse. 

In  ihe  original  proposition  for  an  ossumptian  itf 
the  State  debts,  and  in  the  suggestions  aow  made 
on  the  same  subject,  the  Seerctary  las  coatMa- 


v.^,. 


APFENDIX. 


1070 


|»lBi«d,  and  still  coatempUtes,  as  a  mateiUl  part 
of  the  plan,  an  efiectual  prontioa  foi  the  safe  of 
the  vEtcant  iHiids  of  the  United  Stales.  He  has 
considered  ^his  resource  as  an  important  mean  of 
nuking  a  part  of  the  Debt,  and  facililstinff  ultimate 
anangements  concenting  the  residue.    If 


f  supple 


C 


mptioik,  the  prorision  wil 
CMireQiently  be  made  al  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, when  the  prodticttTeuess  of  the  existiiv 
r«Tenues,  and  the  extent  of  the  som  lobe  prorided 
for  will  be  better  ascertained. 

There  is  a  part  of  the  Public  Debt  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales  which  is  a  cause  of  some  perplexity  to 
the  Treasury.  It  isnot  comprehended  within  the 
existing  provision  for  the  Foreign  deb^  which  is 
confined  to  loans  utade  abroad ;  and  it  is  ques- 
tioikable  whether  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  portion 
of  the  Domestic  debt.  It  is  not  only  due  to  fo- 
reigners, but  the  interest  upon  it  is  payable,  by  ex- 

-i  stipulation,  in  a  foreign  country;  whence  it 

mes  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  it  be  at  all 
templated  by  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
Debt  or  the  United  States.  The  j»n  alluded  to 
is  that  which  b  due  to  certain  foreign  officers  who 
served  the  United  States  during  the  late  war.  In 
consequence  of  a  resolution  of  Confess,  directing 
their  interest  to  be  paid  to  them  m  Prance,  the 
certificates  which  were  issued  to  them  s)>eciiy 
tikat  "  in  pursuance  of,  and  compltaoee  with,  a 
certain  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  third  day  of 
February,  1784,  the  said  intetest  is  to  be  paid  an- 
nually, at  t'.ie  house  of  Monsieur  Le  Grand,  bank' 
et,  in  Paris."  Interest  has  accordingly  been  paid 
to  them  at  Paris,  down  to  the  31st  u  Decemoer, 
1788,  by  virtue  ofaspecialresolution  of  Congress, 
<tf  the  20th  of  August  in  that  year ;  since  which 
period,  no  payment  has  been  itiade. 

It  has  been  heretofore  suggested,  as  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to 
cause  the  whole  of  this  description  of  debt  to  be 
paid  ofi*,  among  other  reasons,  because  it  bean 


r:r  annum,  payabli 
with  a  saving.  The 


:  both 


interest  at  six  per 
abroad,  and 

other  reasons  alluded  _.  _  _ 
weighty  and  delicate^  and  too  obvious,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, to  need  a  apecifieation.  Some  recent  cir- 
cumstances  have  served  to  strengthen  the  induce- 
ments to  the  meaMie ;  bat,  il  it  should  finally  be 
deemed  onadTisaUe,  it  is  necessary,  at  least,  that 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  interest,  which 
IS  now  suspended,  tmder  the  doubt  that  has  been 
stated,  ana  (rom  uie  want  of  authority  to  remit  it 
pursuant  to  the  contract.  The  amount  of  this 
debt,  with  the  arrears  of  interest  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1791,  is  (230,646  81. 

IV.  The  act  makiog  provision  for  the  Debt  of 
ike  United  States  has  appropriated  the  proceeds 
of  the  Western  lands  as  a  fund  for  the  discharge 
of  the  Public  Debt.  And  the  act  making  provi- 
sion for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt  has  ap- 
pnnniated  all  the  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  to  the  end  al  the  year  1790,  to  die 
purpoM  ofpurehasing  the  Debt  at  the  market  price, 
and  has  authorized  the  President  to  borrow  tbe 
iUrthei  sum  of  $3,000,000  for  the  sune  object. 


These  measures  serve  to  indicate  the  iulentian 
of  the  Legislature,  as  early  and  as  &sl  as  possible, 
to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  existing 
Debt.  In  pursuance  of  that  intention,  it  appears 
advisable  that  s  systematic  plan  should  be  Degon 
for  the  creation  and  establishment  of  a  Sinking 
Fund. 

An  obvious  basis  of  this  establishment,  vrhich 
may  be  immediately  contemplated,  is  the  amounl 
of  tne  iaterest  on  so  much  of  the  Debt  as  has  been  or 
shall  be,  from  time  to  tim^  purchased  or  paid  ott, 
or  received  in  discharge  of  any  debt  or  d^nand  of 
the  United  Slates,  mue  payable  in  public  secnri- 
liesj  over  and  above  the  interest  of  any  new  debt, 
which  may  be  created  in  order  to  such  purchase, 

payment. 

The  purchases  of  the  Debt  already  made  have 
left  a  sum  of  interest  in  the  Treasury,  which  will 
be  increased  by  future  purchases,  certain  sums 
payable  to  ibe  United  States  in  their  own  securi- 
ties, will,  when  received,  have  a  similar  effect. 
And  there  is  ground  to  calculate  on  a  saving  npoD 
the  operations  which  are  in  execution  with  regard 
to  the  Foreign  debt.  The  sale  of  the  Western 
lands,  when  provision  shall  be  made  for  it,  may 
be  expected  to  produce  a  material  addition  to  BUcn 

It  is,  therefore,  submined  that  it  be  adopted  as 
a  principle,  that  all  interest  which  shall  have 


ceased  to  be  payable,  by  any  of  the  means  above 
specified,  sh^  be  set  apart  and  appropriated  in 
the  most  finn  and  iaviofabls  mannei,  as  a  faai  fot 


sinking  the  Public  Debt,  by  purchase  or  payment  i 
and  tMl  the  said  fund  be  placed  under  the  dirae- 
tioa  of  the  officers  named  in  the  second  aectioa  of 
the  act  making  provision  fot  the  rednctioa  of  the 
Public  Debt,  to  be  by  them  apjdied  towards  the 
^hase  of  the  said  Debt,  until  the  annual  pro- 
of the  said  fund  shall  amount  to  two  per 
of  the  entire  portion  of  the  Debt  which  bears 
a  present  interest  of  six  per  centum,  and  thence- 
forth to  be  api^ied  towards  the  redemption  of  that 
KrtioB  of  the  Debt,  according  to  the  right  which 
s  been  reserved  to  the  Government 
It  will  deserve  the  consideration  of  the  L^fida- 
tnre,  whether  this  fund  ought  not  to  be  so  rested 
as  to  acquire  the  nature  and  quality  of  a  proprie- 
tary Imst,  incapable  of  being  diverted  without  s 
violation  of  the  principles  and  sanctions  of  pro- 
perty. 

A  rapid  aceumulatim  of  this  fund  would  arise 
from  its  own  operation ;  but  it  is  not  doubted  that 
the  progressive  development  of  the  resources  of 
the  country,  and  a  reduotion  of  the  rate  of  inte- 
rest, by  the  progress  of  public  credit  already  exem- 
Elified  in  a  considerable  desree,  will  speedily  ena- 
le  the  Government  to  make  important  adaitions 
to  it,  in  various  ways.  With  due  attenti(»i  to  pre- 
serve order  and  cultivate  peace,  a  strong  expeola- 
tion  may  be  indulged,  that  a  reduction  oT  the  Debt 
of  the  country  will  keep  pace  with  the  reasonable 
hopes  of  its  citizens. 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 


Afmmnx. 
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auUemeni  ofOit  Debt  of  the  Umted  StaU»,Junded  agreeail!/  to  the  act  of  Oongret  t^  th^tth  <^  Am- 
gttiA.  1790,  of  lft«  TVetuw^  and  the  leverai  Lorn  Officetjrom  the  Ut  of  October,  1790,  to  the  30tk 
of  SeptenOer,  1791. 


Funded  6  per 
centitock. 

Deferred  6  per 
centitocE. 

Funded  3  per 
teatttock.. 

TohdamonnU 

Treasury    -          -          -          - 

$5,184,011  41 

$2,592,018  72 

$3,973,865  10 

$11,749,935  23 

New  Hampshire    - 

Massachusetls 

2,126,062  40 

1,063,034  94 

1,984,457  41 

5,173,554  75 

Rhode  Island 

279,609  72 

139,803  55 

179,577  71 

598,990  96 

Connecacut 

461,644  31 

230;e23  38 

342,760  99 

1,035,22s  68 

N.wYoA 

2,204,016  07 

1,102,012  12 

New  Jersey 

472,728  51 

236,358  96 

271,749  71 

980,837  18 

PeniiBylvaiiia 

1,871,455  80 

935,730  39 

865,216  21 

3,672,402  40 

Delaware   -           .           .           . 

26,191  19 

13,095  64 

16,242  76 

55,529  58 

Maryland   .           -           -           - 

717,818  71 

358,903  15 

621,188  48 

1,697,910  34 

Virginia      ...           - 

453,079  69 

226,996  35 

343,128  22 

1,024,104  26 

North  Carolina      - 

13,064  03 

6^682  68 

South  Caroluw     - 

135,366  33 

96,060  87 

299,109  88 

Georgia      -           - 

40,149  82 

20,074  92 

37,008  29 

97^  03 

14,177,450  43 

7,088,727  79 

10,531,303  00 

31,797,481  22 

The  HmouDt  of  stock  funded  at  the  Treasury  to  30th  September,  1791,  haa  been  ascertained  with 
accuracy  ;  hot,  at  that  time,  many  snbscriptious  had  been  made,  which  have  not  yet  been  adjusted 
for  want  of  proper  powers  (rf  attorney,  ana  other  documents.  It  is,  therefore,  probable  that,  on  settle- 
ment of  all  the  Loans,  the  amount  will  be  foimd  somewhat  difierent  from  what  is  now  represented. 

The  sums  fiaiiled  at  the  several  Loan  Offices,  it  is  presumed,  are  ascertained  with  accuracy;  but, 
as  the  loans  had  not  been  adjusted  in  all  instances  when  the  returns  were  made,  some  immaterial 
difliirMices  will  prohably  hernfler  appear. 

TBeABtmr  Depahtheut,  Reoibtem'b  Office,  Sei^ember  30,  1791. 

JOSEPH  NOURBE,  Rtguter. 


Statement  of  the  Regitttred  and  EAtmAmrOed  Debt  of  the  United  State*,  wUcA  remained 
apott  the  elote  of  the  Loan  on  the  30th  September,  1791. 


HEOISTERED  c 


imrrwDED  dest. 


s  stated  to  Congress  on  the  3d  of  Marah, 


"nie  amount  of  this  debt,  i 
1789,  was 

There  were  Treasury  certificates  issued  in  exchange  for  Loan  Office 
settlement  certiBeates,  cancelled  by  the  Auditor  of  die  Treasury, 
from  the  3d  of  Mareh,  1789,  to  the  80th  of  April,  1791 

There  have  been  certificates  issued  to  invalid  pensioners  and  others 
entitled  thereunto,  on  final  settlement.  In  pursuance  of  acts  of  Oon- 
gresa  of  the  present  and  late  Govemmeni     .  -  -  - 

Of  the  said  debt,  there  has  been  loaned  as  follow,  viz : 
Fnm  the  opening  of  the  Loan  to  the  31st  of  March, 

1791 *1,W1,979  S7 

Vnm  the  1st  April  to  30th  June,  1791  -  -  -    l,08a4«6  60 

From  the  Ist  July  to  30th  September    -  -  -    1,611,194  82 


$4,596,462  78 

4,716,376  45 

134,883  18 
9,449,722  41 


Which,  being  dedoeKd,  leaves  a  balance — principal  sum  due  the  w 
Ml  'creditors  on  the  Treaaury  books   .  -  -  - 
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The  intorest  onmid  Debt  to  December  31, 1790,  uufbUtnn,  viz : 
Arreanfea  to  the  31st  December,  1787-  •     t47^d77  88 

Three  yean'  inlereit,  fnm  In  Jannarr,  1788,  to  31st 

Dfwember,  1700 968,064  7S 

'  1,417,732  M 

Roistered  Debt,  ivineipftt  and  interest  -  .....  _    (6,799,81$  g^ 

ONBUBOCBIBBD    DEBT. 

The  Debt  nnsubeeribed  upon  the  hoAa,  New  Jerwy,  Pennsylranu, 

and  Maryland,  amounts  to      -           •           -           -  $12,539  70 

Intttetf 3,is4  n 

i6,(rHm 

Ctedito  OB  the  TreasuTT  books  to  invalid  peKMoner*  aid  sereiml 
oorpa,  for  tAuch  certificates  trf' Roistered  Debt  arc  yet  to  be  isBoed. 

iNTALtD  pnfaioNBBa. 

For  tbe  amount  due  to  them  sader  the  act  ot  CoBgnss  pnmding  for 

the  paymeat  of  their  anean^  .....        1iX,lSi  76 

The  foUoiring  corps  have  credit  on  the  Tnasury  books,  beings  for  cer- 
tain certificates  of  final  s^ement,  returned  Co  the  Treasury  asd 
cancelled,  and  which  certificates  had  ismed  to  Don-^ommisnoned 
offieets  and  aotdiers  of  said  corps,  respeetirely,  for  their  pay: 
Fourth  regiment  Pennsylvania  artillery  ....  fSH  37 

Corps  of  lifht  dragocms  ••...-.  1,000  S3 

Invalid  regiment  .......  3,803  3S 

Artillery  officers 386  38 

Wlllefs  regiment 2^  42 

Hazen's  regiment  .--....  11,267  49 

Baldwin's  regiment  of  artificers  -  -  -  -  -  381  28 

Corps  of  sappers  and  miners      ---..-  41693 

Annand's  legioii  •-.....  S34  17 

l^e's  lesiou        -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -,893  17 

Fourth  PeRDsylvania  ifcmuBat,  Captan  Noilh's  com- 
pany    -------  »487  67 

Fourth  PentuylTania  regiment,  Captain  Lacy's  com- 
pany     1,062  97 

1,660  64 

Franklin's  company  of  miliiia  ......  38067 

IndtTidual  creditors  of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Htryland 
hare  credit  on  the  Treasury  books,  being  for  certificates  of  fliMd  set- 
tlement, returned  to  the  Treasury  and  cancelled,  and  which  certifi- 
cates  had  issued  <o  them  respectively. 
By  Benjamin  Steele,  Commissioner  of  Pennsylvania         $6^436  66 
John  White,  Maryland    -  -  -  -  693  89 

6,130  66 

8^118  91 
Interest  on  the  foregoing  credits  .....  31,629  73 

407(648  U 

6,919,138  51 

Trbabdrt  DBPABTinxT,  Rboistbb's  Officb.  fUnember  30, 1791. 

JOSEPH  NOURSB,  B^iHer. 


Ettimate  of  the  Outitaaiding  Bebt,  m  Os  3(MA  ofSepttmbtr,  vm,  «£>.- 

The  amount  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States,  as  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  TreanDy, 
in  his  Report  of  the  9th  itfJantury,  1790^  to  the  House  of  RepteMUtatires,  relaiive  to  a  prorision-for 
the  sonxxt  of  the  public  credit*  ia  a*  foUom : 
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LiqnidBted  and  Loan  Office  debt,  m  p«r  Khedule  C      -           -           -                       -  ^,383,917  67 
InterotthereoD  to  the  31st  of  Decembei,  1790,  per  schedule  D            -           -           -    13,030,168  » 
Additioiul  snm  for  sinking  the  CoDtinental  biOs  of  credit,  and  for  the  discharge  ai  the 
Other  parts  of  the  unliqiudated  debt 2,000,000  00 


From  which  deduct  amount  as  per  statement  A  •  -  - 131,7'    , 

Amonnt  of  Uie  registered  debt  and  credit,  with  interest,  per  statemeniB     6,919,138  M 


«3,414tOa5  87 


Balance  01 


3.697,466  14 

NoTi.— 'The  balance  abore  stated  to  be  ontstanding,  probably  exceeds  the  real  sum.  In  the  orwi- 
Bal  entimate,  the  old  emission  bills  were  computed  at  forty  for  one ;  but  they  hare  been  provided  wt, 
at  one  hundred  for  one.  There  are  also  Loan  Office  certincatea,  which  were  sent  to  nibnc  officers,  to 
be  ap[died  to  the  public  service,  and  which  were  supposed  to  hare  been  so  ap[died,  but  which  har* 
since,  upon  settlements  of  their  accounts  si  the  Treasury,  been  returned  and  cancelled. 

In  addition  to  this,  payments  in  public  securities  are  expected  lo  be  made  into  the  Treasury,  which 
will  thereupon  be  cancelled.  And  it  i&  presumable  that,  m  the  course  of  the  war,  sums  have  been  lou 
and  destroyed,  which  are  included  in  the  estimate;  but,  as  there  is  some  arrearage  of  interest  not  in- 
cluded in  me  csJcnlation,  and  as  there  are  certain  claims  on  the  Treasury,  the  event  ot  amonnt  of 
which  is  not  yet  determined,  it  is  not  possible  now  to  make  a  precise  estimate  of  the  difleroKe  be- 
tween the  sum  computed  to  M  oulstandingi  and  what  will  be  really  found  so. 

THEA8DBT  DEPABTMBitT,  REQiaTEB'B  0FPICB,  Novembor  30, 1791. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Segiutr. 


Statement  o/ttJitcriptivn*  to  the  Lotm,  paj/able  in  ceriifieatM  or  witet  iMued  by  the  rtepecHve  SKofaa, 
'n  the  aeveral  Loan  qffi<xtjfivm  tiu  lit  <if  October,  il90,  to  the  ^Oth  of  SeplmUter,  1791,  aereeaUg 


m  the  aeveral  Loan  Offi<xt,jTomue  littffi 
totkeaa  paued  the  Wt  ofAvgutt,  1790. 


AmoDntu- 

Amonnt  tumb- 

Remaining  un- 

SubKribedbe- 

■umedbythe 

■aibed. 

vond  the  unonnl 

oftheremainiiiK 

«ompl-e.bs 
■moont  sinmied. 

New  Hampshire  - 

$300,000 

$242,601  25 

»57,4g8  76 

_ 

•loojnooo  a 

lUiode  Island       - 

200,000 

344,269  49 

144,269  49 

349,259  69   c 

Cimnecticat 

1,600,000 

1,456,331  81 

1M,668  19 

458,436  52  a 

New  York 

1,200,000 

1,038,238  76 

171,761  26 

195,639  79  a 

800,000 

599,703  56 

200,296  44 

207,647  78  o 

Pennsylvaoia 

2,200,000 

675,101  33 

1,58^898  67 

500,000  00  a 

200,000 

53,305  84 

146,694  16 

None. 

800,000 

299,225  40 

600,744  60 

430,000  00  (c 

Virgin*    -           - 

2,658,570  88 

947,429  12 

1,178,666  25  id 

North  Carohna     - 

8,400,000 

1,160.356  57 

733,644  43 

713,192  30  U 

South  Carolina     - 

4,000,000 

4,63^578  52 

634,578  62 

1,965,756  33  h 

300,000  00 

- 

- 

400,000  00  (fy 

81,500,000 

18,328,186  31 

4,427,665  61 

1,255,851  82 

8,331,028  32 

I,  The  sums  marked  a,  in  the  column  of  remaining  debts,  are  inserted  upon  recent  official  ctsta- 


2.  Tbow  marked  b,  are  founded  upon  official  statements  some  time  since  received,  and  reported  to 
the  House  of  Repreaentativea,  on  the  9th  of  January,  1790,  adding  interest  for  the  subsequent  period. 

3.  Those  marked  c,  are  founded  on  informal  information,  but  such  as  is  deemed  substantially 
anthentic  and  accurate. 

The  estimate  for  Rhode  Island  includes  a  sum  not  ascertained,  which  has  been  cancelled  in  conse- 
qnence  of  former  laws  of  the  State,  enjoining  the  creditors  to  bring  in  their  certificates,  and  receive 
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poTiBeni  in  fxiper  money,  bat  hss  been  Tevired  by  a  iMe  Ikw  of  the  State,  direeting  the  nuna  pud  t» 
Im  liqaidated,  ■ccordias  to  a  certain  scale,  and  deducted  from  the  orieiual  amount. 

4.  That  marked  d,  u  founded  on  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  llth  Norember,  1791,  to  the 
Hooae  of  Del^atea  of  Tirgiaia,  compared  with  aformerretura  to  the  Treasury,  and  other  iikformatioiu 

(.  That  marked  e,  is  founded  npon  a  statement  of  the  Comptroller  of  North  Carolina,  of  the  30th 
of  Mar.  1790. 

6.  Taat  marked/ is  fomded  onaatatement  ofthe  Treasurer  itfOeo^ia,  of  the  30th  of  April,  1790, 
compared  with  other  infofmati<Hi. 

T.  The  rams  expressed  in  roond  numbers  are  not  meant  to  be  onderHood  as  precisely  aceurate,  but 
as  Terr  near  the  truth. 

8.  The  Foreign,  a«  well  as  the  DomeMie  Debt  of  the  States,  is  ineloded. 

TKBAeunT  Departhbht,  Jamtaru  S5, 1798. 

ALBXANDBR  HAMILTON,  Steretary^tte  TreoMrf. 


evaiFe,  foseion  and  DOMEerric. 

h  ottedience  to  the  orders  of  Ae  House  of  Kepraanita- 
ti*M,  of  the  fint  and  second  days  of  November  last, 
lbs  first  diradiiig  the  SeaetBiy  of  the  TmJtatj  to 
report  to  the  Hodss  such  mfinmatiiHi  as  he  ma;  have 
oblaiiwd  respaeting  any  dUBcnhiss  iMtii  may  have 
occvnedin  the  execution  of  Ae  act "  repealing,  after 
the  last  day  of  Jane  nsit,  the  dntiea  heretofore  laid 
nptHi  distilled  qiirils  imported  from  abroad,  and  lay- 
ins  odiMS  in  thsb  stead;  and  also  upon  spirits  dis- 
tSad  wiOhi  Hu)  Untied  Btates,  sad  for  ^profniating 
the  same,"  together  widt  his  ^nion  Aerenpon. 
The  seoond  directing  him  to  report  to  the  House 
whether  anj  and  what  alleratioas  in  &Tor  of  the 
tfinta  which  dull  be  distilled  ftom  artielea  ef  the 
growtti  or  prodnoe  of  Ae  United  States,  or  from  fo- 
reign articles  within  tlie  same,  can,  in  his  i^niuon, 
be  made  in  the  act  for  laying  duties  upon  *fm\M  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  consistently  with  its 
■aindsrign,  and  with  the  maintaoanoaof  the  pnbtic 
fidth.  The  said  Secretary  reapectftilly  sabmita  the 
IbUowing  Report: 

From  the  sereral  petitions  and  memorials  which 
have  been  referred  to  the  Secretary,  as  well  as 
from  rarioas  representations  which  hare  been  mad  e 
to  him,  it  appears  that  obieetioos  hare  arisen  in 
difiinent  qtnurters  against  the  above-mentioned  act, 
which  have,  in  some  inatanees,  embarrassed  its 
execmtioa,  and  inspired  a  de«re  of  its  being  re- 
pealed }  in  others,  have  induced  a  wish  that  alter- 
MKHu  may  be  made  in  some  of  its  proTiaions. 
ThMe  objecdoos  have  reference  to  a  supposed  ten- 
daacy  of  the  act — Isi.  To  contravene  the  princi- 
pin  of  liberty;  My.  To  injure  morals ;  3dly.  To 
omress  by  heavy  and  exeessivc  penalties ;  4thlf . 
To  injure  industry  and  interfere  with  the  bnai- 
nesa  of  distiUing. 

As  to  the  supposed  tendency  of  the  act  to  coo- 
invene  the  prmcipies  of  liberty,  the  discuseionB  of 
the  sulqect  which  have  bad  pbce  ="  -"-'  "■"  "^ 
tbe  Lesialanire  aapertede  the  nece  , 
than  afew  brief  general  obaervatioos. 


Itv 


presumed  that  a  reviaion  of  the  point  can- 
this  respect  we^en  the 


ofiginally  dicuued  the  law. 


There  can  sm«ly  be  nothins  in  the  nature  of 
an  internal  duty  on  a  consnmabk  commodity  more 
incompatible  with  liberty  than  in  that  of  an  ex- 


(usoally  denomiikated  excises)  are  inconsistent 
with  the  genius  of  a  free  Government  is  too  vio- 
lent and  too  little  reconcilable  with  the  necessi- 
ties of  society  to  be  true.  It  would  tend  to  deprive 
the  Goremment  of  what  is  in  most  countries  a 
principal  source  of  revenue,  and,  by  narrowing 
the  distribution  of  taxes,  would  serve  to  oppress 
particular  kinds  of  industry.  It  would  throw,  in 
the  first  instance,  an  undue  proportion  of  the  nub- 
ile burden  on  the  merchantandon  the  landholder. 
This  is  one  of  ihoae  cases  in  which  names  have 
an  improper  inflaence,  and  in  which  preposses- 
sions exclude  a  due  attention  to  facts.  Accord- 
ingly, the  law  under  consideration  is  complain- 
ed of,  though  free  from  the  features  which  have 
served  in  other  cases  to  render  taws  on  the 
same  subject  exceptionable.  And  though  the  dif- 
ferences nave  been  pointed  out,  they  have  not  only 
been  overlooked  but  the  very  things  which  hare 
been  studiously  avoided  in  the  formation  of  the 
law  arc  charged  npon  it,  and  that,  too,  from  quar- 
ters where  its  operation  would,  ftom  circumstan- 
ces, have  worn  the  least  appearance  of  them. 

It  has  been  heretofore  noticed  that  the  chief 
circtmiilances  which,  in  certain  excise  laws,  hare 
given  occasion  to  the  charge  of  their  being  un- 
iriendl^  to  liberty,  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  act 
which  IS  the  subject  of  the  Report,  namely :  1st,  a 
summary  and  discretionary  jtuisdiction  in  the  ex- 
cise officers,  contrary  to  the  course  of  the  common 
law,  and  an  abridgement  of  the  right  of  trial  by 
jury ;  and,  secondly,  a  general  power  in  the  same 
officers  to  search  and  inspect  indiscrinunalety  all 
the  houses  and  buildinss  of  the  persona  engaged 
in  the  business  to  whicn  the  tax  relates. 

As  to  the  first  particular,  there  is  nothioc  in  the 
act  evm  to  give  color  to  a  charge  of  the  kind 
uiaiost  it,and  accordingly  it  has  not  been  brought 
But  as  to  the  second,  a  very  different  power  has 
been  mislaken  for  it,  and  the  act  is  complained  of 
as  conferring  that  very  power  of  indiscriminate 
search  and  mspection.  The  fact,  nevertheless,  is 
otherwise.  An  officer,  under  the  act  in  question, 
can  inspect  or  search  no  house  oi  buildins,  or  even 
apartment  of  any  house  or  building,  which  baa 
not  been  previously  entered  and  marked  by  the 
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pe««eMor  as  B  pface  wed  for  dMUtBg  or  keeping 
spirits.  And  erea  the  power  so  qoMed  i*  oulf 
applicable  to  ditfillenea  Iran  roKtgo  materials, 
and  in  cities,  towns,  and  viUages,  Grom  domestic 
Baierials ;  that  it,  only  in  eases  in  vbioh  tbe  lav 
contemplates  that  the  business  is  carried  on  upon 
such  a  teak  as  efieetaaliy  to  separate  the  distil- 
lery from  the  dwelling  of  the  distiller.  The  dis- 
tilleries scattered  over  die  conntry,  whidi  (om 
mneh  the  greatest  part  of  the  whole,  are  in  no  de- 
gree inbject  to  discretionary  inapeotiin  and  Mueb. 
The  true  principles  of  the  objection  which  may 
be  railed  to  a  ganeral  diaomiooary  po»ei  of  In- 
spection and  search  is,  that  die  domicil  or  dwel- 
ling of  a  citizen  onght  to  be  free  from  rezatious 
inqnisitton  and  Intrusion.  This  principle  cannot 
apply  to  a  ease  in  which  it  is  put  in  his  own  pow- 
er to  separate  the  place  erf'  his  business  from  the 
place  of  his  hatatatiOTi,  and  by  desi^[nating  the 
nnner  visible  public  marks,  to  aroid  all  inter- 
mediUing  with  the  latter.  A  distillery  seldom 
forms  a  put  of  the  dwellingof  its  proprietor,  and, 
eren  where  it  does,  it  depends  on  him  to  direct 
and  limit  the  power  of  viaiting  and  search,  by 


But  the  requisition  upon  the  distiHer  to  set  marks 
OB  tbe  building  or  ajiaHments  which  be  makes 
Qse  of  in  his  business  is  one  of  the  topics  of  com- 
i:4aint  against  the  law.  Bnch  marks  are  repre- 
sented as  a  dishonorable  badge.  And  thus  a  regu- 
lation deiagned  as  much  to  conform  wilh  the  feel- 
ings of  the  citizen  as  for  the  security  of  the  reve- 
nue is  conmted  into  matter  of  otgection. 

It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  what  maxim  of  liber- 
ty is  vlohted  by  requiring  persons  who  carry  on 
Mrticatar  trades,  which  are  made  contritratory  to 
the  revenue,  to  designate  by  pnUie  marks  the 
places  in  whieh  they  are  carried  on.  There  can 
certainly  be  nothing  more  harmless  or  less  ineon- 
▼enient  than  such  a  r^inlation.  The  thing  itself 
is  fireqaentlv  done  by  persons  of  varioas  oaltings, 
for  the  inrormatitHi  of  customers  j  and  why  it 
should  become  a  hardship  or  grievance,  if  required 
foraimblic  purpose,  can  with  difficulty  beimagined. 

The  supposed  tendency  of  the  act  to  injure  mo- 
rals seems  to  have  relation  to  theoaths^whichare 
in  a  variety  of  cases  required,  and  which  are  Ha- 
Ue  to  the  objection  tbat  ihey  give  occasion  to  per- 
juries. The  necessity  of  requiring  oaths  is,  when- 
ever ii  occurs,  matter  of  regret.  It  it  certainly 
desirable  to  avoid  them  as  often  and  as  far  as  pos- 
sible. But  it  is  more  easy  to  desire  than  to  find 
a  substitute.  The  requiring  of  them  is  not  pecu- 
liar to  the  act  in  question.  Tfaey  are  a  commmi 
appendage  of  revenue  lavrs,  and  aM  among  the 
usual  ruards  of  those  laws,  as  they  are  of  pub- 
lie  and  private  rights  in  Courts  of  Justice.  They 
constantly  occur  m  jury  trials,  to  which  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  are  so  much  and  so  just- 
ly attached.  The  same  objection,  in  different  de- 
grees, lies  against  them  in  both  cases.  Yet  it  is 
not  perceivable  how  they  can  be  dispensed  with 
in  either.  It  is  remarkable  (hat  both  the  kinds  of 
security  ttJ  the  revenue  whieh  are  tft  be  foiad  in 
the  act,  the  oaths  of  parties  wad  the  iaspaction  of 


cA<Mn,8te  ot^Ktai  to.  1£  limy  an  both  to  W 
abandaned.  it  is  not  easy  to  imagiDe  what  seciuiiy 
there  can  be  for  any  species  of  rerenne  which  is 
to  be  colleoled  from  artidea  of  oontUBption.    If 

firecautions  of  this  nalure  are  iaooDsistent  with 
iberty,  and  imrooial,  as  there  are  ren  few  iadi- 
reet  taxes  vriiioh  caa  be  collected  without  then, 
the  consequence  must  be,  that  the  entire  or  almort 
entire  weight  of  the  public  burdens  must,  n  tfce 
first  instance,  fall  upon  fixed  and  visible  profierty, 
honaei  and  lands,  a  csnseqaence  which  wo^  be 
found,  in  experiokeM,  productive  ef  ^eai  injus- 
tice aod  iiMquality,  and  ruinous  to  agriculture. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  sotne  distillers  that 
both  the  topics  of  complaint  which  hare  been 
mentioned  might  be  obviated  by  a  fixed  rMe  of 
duty,  adjusted  according  to  a  ratio  compounded 
of  the  upaoiiy  of  each  still,  and  the  number  and 
capacities  of  the  cisterns  employed  with  it;  but 
this  end  every  similar  method  aie  objected  to  by 
other  dblillers,  as  tending  to  great  inequatity  aris- 
ing from  uneqnal  sapilies  of  the  mauiialat  dif- 
fnent  times  nd  at  diffeiBOt  places,  from  the  difiisT- 
«at  methods  of  distitlatjoa  piactised  by  difluoil 
distillers,  and  from  the  different  degrees  of  activi- 
ty in  the  business  which  arise  fVom  capitals  more 
or  less  adeqtwte. 

The  resrit  of  aDexsouwimi  of  this  pnim  ap- 
pesn  to  be,  that  every  sncli  node,  ija  ewta  m 
which  the  business  is  carried  on  upon  an  exten- 
sive scale,  would  necessarily  be  attended  wilh  coo- 
siderable  laequalities,  and,  upon  the  whole,  woold 
be  less  satisfactory  thaB  the  plan  whicfa  has  been 

li  is  proved  by  the  ftiUeet  iuibttBaiion  that,  in 
regard  to  distilleries  which  are  rated  in  the  law 
according  to  the  capacity  of  each  stilly  the  alter- 
native ofpaying  according  to  the  quantity  actually 
distilled  is  viewed  in  many  parts  of  Oe  Uwied 
States  at  easeniial  to  the  cqaitidde  epeiMMB.«f 
the  daty.  And  it  is  evident  that  such  an  alienk- 
tive  could  not  be  allowed,  but  upon  the  condition 
of  the  party  rendering  upon  oaUi  an  account  of 
the  quantity  of  spirits  distilled  by  him,  withosi 
entir^  defeatJBg  the  daty. 

As  to  the  charge  that  the  penalties  of  the  act 
are  severe  and  oppressive,  ft  is  made  in  such  m- 
neral  terms,  and  so  absolntely  without  the  mii  iij 
cation  of  a  MiglB  parliealar,  that  it  is  diffieidt  te 
imagine  where  it  points.  The  Bcereiary,  hoir- 
ever,  has  carefuUy  revierwed  the  provisions  of  the 
act  in  this  respect,  and  he  is  not  able  to  diaoevet 
any  fooiulBtion  for  the  charge.  The  penalties  it 
inflicts  are  in  their  natitre  the  same  with  thaac 
which  ore  common  in  revenue  laws,  and  in  tbiir 
degree  comparatively  moderate.  Peeuwry  iisw 
from  fifty  to  five  b«udi«d  doUan,  and  fwfeiturv  « 
ihe  article  in  respect  to  which  there  has  baaa  a 
ftilurc  to  comply  with  the  law,  are  the  aerwost 
penalties  infiicted  npon  ddinqueat  pertieB,  extwl 
m  a  very  few  esses.  In  two,  a  foiieiiare  of  Me 
value  of  the  article  is  added  to  thai  of  the  aniik 
itself;  and,  in  some  ofkcrs,  a  forfesnee  ol  the  dap 
or  vessel  and  of  the  wagon  or  otkac  inslrumieMei 
conveyaace,  aaeistant  in  a  bf«aeh  of  Uv,  ia  tik»- 
wise  involved. 
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PoaalliM  like  theae  for  wHAil  and  CnndnleKt 
bnaeb«i  of  an  impoftaU  Uw  eonnot  tiviy  be 
ianuA  either  mmimuI  or  excenir«.  They  tie 
loas  tkaa  those  which  seeiue  the  laws  of  impost, 
axti  as  modarate  as  ean  piouise  BMivity  to  anv 
olHMt  of  reveiuie  wiuoh  is  capable  of  being  eTadeo. 

There  appears  to  be  bat  one  proriaioa  in  the 
Uw  which  admtti  (^  a  question  whether  the  pe- 
naJty  prescribed  may  jiot  puakm  of  serw-ity.  It 
is  toM  which  inflicts  thej»ina  of  pnjiirr  on  any 
pvrsoB  who  ahall  be  o<»Tic4ed  of  "  wiUuUy  taUag 
a  &lse  «ath  or  affirmaliDn,  in  uy  of  the  caws  in 
which  oathf  or  lAiatationB  aie  reqairad  by  the 
■c^  Precedent!  in  retetien  to  thiapertioolaTTaiy. 
In  many  of  them  the  penalliea  are  I«n  serere  than 
fbt  perjurpin  CiflinsofJuatiec;in  others  they  are 
1^  same.  The  latter  are  gcHstally  of  the  latest 
date^  and  seem  to  hare  been  the  rcaalt  of  expe* 

The  United  Statei  have  in  oiber  cases  pursued 
the  same  principle  as  in  the  law  in  question ;  and 
the  practice  is certamly  founded onMroagieasons. 

1st.  The  addkional  security  whioh  it  ^res  to 
the  rerenue  cannot  be  doubted.    Many  who  would 


Bezed  to  perjwy. 

2d.  There  seems  to  be  no  solid 

tween  mie  &liie  oath  in  nolation  of  law  and  right 
and  another  febe  oath  in  Tiotation  (k  law  and 
right. 

A  4isUQCtion  in  the  ^ttnisbmenls  odiSeteal  spe- 
cies of  false  swearing  is  calculated  Co  beget  fuse 
opinions  concerning  ihe  sanctity  of  an«aui ;  and, 
by  eonatenancittg  an  impression  that  a  vji^tion 
•fit  is  leas  heinous  in  the  cases  in  which  it  is  leas 
jMuished,  it  tends  to  imtuii  in  the  mind  that  acrn- 
pttlont  veneration  for  the  oblisation  of  an  oa^ 
which  ought  always  to  prerau,  and  not  only  to 
fitciUtate  a  brettcb  of  it  in  the  cases  which  the  laws 
hare  marked  with  leu  odham,  but  to  prqiare  the 
mind  for  committing  the  crime  in  other  oases. 

So  iar  is  the  law  uider  consideration  from  being 
chargeable  with  particdu  aerarity,  that  theraaie 
to  be  found  in  it  marks  (rf  more  dun  common  at- 
tsntian  to  prevent  iu  opwating  aererely  or  of- 
preaeirely.  Ttie  43d  section  of  the  act  contains  a 
ifpeeial  proTision(and  one  which  it  is  bcUeTedis  not 
M  be  found  in  any  law  enacted  in  thiseountry  prior 
to  the  present  Gonttitation  of  the  United  States) 
by  which  forfeitures  and  penalties  inentred  with- 
eut  an  iotcnUoa  of  fraud  orwilfiilne^igenoemay 
be  mitigated  or  remitted.  Thie  mild  and  equita- 
Ue  prorision  is  an  efieotual  guatd  against  suffer- 
ing or  inconvenicBee  i  n  oonse^aeBce  of  undesigned 
traasgieastons  of  the  law. 

Tlu)  30th  aection  contains  a  proiision  in  ftrot 
of  penons  who,  though  iftnoeott,  may  accideM- 
idly  lofler  by  seizures  of  ^eir  pioperty,.(ai  in  the 
execution  <m  the  revenue  laws  sometiBes  unavoid- 
ably hapfMBs,)  whioh  is  perhaps  entirely  peculiar 
to  Ute  law  under  convdnatioD.  When  there  has 
aven  been apiofaahle cause  of  suzure, sufficient  to 
aaquii  an  oScet,  the  jury  are  to  assess  whatever 
daTMgei  Bwy  have  aeerued  from  any  iajatj  to 
the  articles  seized,  with  an  ^lowaaee  for  the  de-. 


tcBtiosof  itat  tkeiateof  six  per  ceqUun  per  annum 
of  the  value,  which  damages  are  to  be  paid  gut  of 
the  public  Treasury. 

There  are  other  provisions  of  the  act  which 
QUtrk  the  scrupulous  attentioti  of  the  Oovcrume^kt 
to  protect  the  parties  concerned  &om  iuconvem- 
ence  and  injury,  and  which  conspire  to  vindicate 
the  law  from  imputations  of  seventy  or  oppression. 

The  tupposad  tendency  of  the  act  to  injure  in- 
dustry, and  to  interfere  with  the  businei<3  of  distil- 
ling, IS  eadearosed  to  be  supported  by  some  seno- 
—  1  and  some  sneoial  reasons,  both  having  leUtion 

the  efieet  oi  the  duty  upon  the  maaufactnre. 
Those  of  the  first  kind  affirm  geiterally  that  du- 
ties on  home  manufactures  axe  impolitic,  because 
they  tend  to  ditcoHrage  them ;  that  they  are  par- 
ticularlv  BO  when  Aey  are  laid  on  articles  manu- 
faclnrea  from  the  produce  of  the  country,  because 
ihey  have  then  the  additional  eifect  of  injuring 
agruultuie ;  that  it  is  ibe  general  policy  of  oations 
to  protect  and  promote  their  own  manufactures, 
especially  those  which  are  wrought  out  of  domes- 
tic mataiials)  that  the  Uw  in  question  interferes 
with  this  policy. 

Obeeivaitions  of  this  kind  admit  of  an  easy  an- 
swer. Duties  on  mannfacturea  tend  to  discourage 
th«a  (a  not,  according  to  the  circomaianoes  under 
which  they  are  laid,  uid  ate  impolitic  or  not,  ac- 
cording to  the  same  circumstancea.  When  a  ma- 
nufacture is  in  its  infimcy,  it  is  impolitic  to  tax  il^ 
because  the  tax  would  be  both  unproductive  ana 
would  add  to  the  difficulties  which  natutatly  im- 
pede the  first  attempts  to  establish  a  new  ma«u- 
laeture,  so  as  to  endanger  its  success.  But  whea 
a  manufacture,  as  iu  the  case  of  distilled  spirits, 
in  the  Uijited  Slates,  is  arrived  at  maturity,  it  is 
as  fit  an  article  of  taxationas  any  other.  No  good 
reason  can  be  assigned  whv  (he  consumer  of  a  do- 
mestic comnKidity  should  not  contrilHite  some- 
thing to  the  public  revenue,  when  (he  coasumei 
of  albreigii  commodity  contributes  to  it  Urgely; 
and,  as  a  general  rule,  it  is  not  to  be  disputed  that 
duties  on  articles  of  consumption  are  paid  by  Ihe 


To  the  manu&cture  itsdf  the  duty  is  no  injury, 
if  an  equal  duty  be  Uid  on  the  rival  foreign  arti- 
cle. And  when  a  greater  duty  is  laid  upon  the 
Ulter  than  upon  the  lormer,  as  in  the  present  in- 
stance, the  diierence  is  a  bounty  oo  the  domestic 
article,  and  operates  as  an  encouragement  of  the 
manufacture.  The  manu&cturer  can  afford  to 
sell  bis  fabric  the  cheaper,  in  proporiion  to  that 
difference,  and  is  so  far  enabled  to  uodeiseU  and 
supplant  the  dealer  in  the  foiei^  article. 

The  principle  of  the  objection  would  tend  to 
confine  all  taxes  to  imported  articles,  and  would 
denrive  the  Govemmrait  of  resources  which  are 
indispensable  to  a  due  provision  for  the  public 
safety  and  welfare ;  contrary  to  the  plain  intention 
ot  the  Coostittttiau,  which  gives  express  power  to 
employ  those  tesoureea  when  necessary :  a  power 
which  is  found  in  all  Ooremmcnts.  and  is  essen- 
tial 10  their  efficieDcy,aDd  even  to  their  existence. 

Duties  on  articles  of  internal  production  and 
maau&cture  foira  in  every  country  the  princmal 
sowcae  of  reTMtoe.    Those  on  imported  firtioles 
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tma  only  be  e&rried  to  &  certain  extent,  'without 
defeating  their  object ;  by  openling  eitheTaspro- 
hibilions,  or  as  bounties  upon  smuggling,  l^e; 
are  moreover  in  some  d^free  temporary ;  for 
•3  the  growth  of  manufactures  diminishes  the 
quantum  of  duty  on  imports,  the  public  revenue, 
cosiag  to  arise  from  that  source,  must  be  deriTea 
from  articles  which  the  national  industry  hasEub- 
stitated  for  those  previously  imported.  If  the  Go- 
vernment cannot  then  resort  to  internal  meanEfor 
the  additional  supplies,  which  the  exigencies  of 
every  nation  call  for,  it  will  be  unable  to  perform 
its  duty  or  even  to  preserve  its  existence.  The 
community  mutt  be  nnprotected,  and  the  social 
compact  be  dissolved. 

For  the  same  reasons  that  a  duty  ought  not  ._ 
be  laid  on  an  article  roannfiutured  oat  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  coantrv  (which  is  the  point  moat  in- 
sisted upon)  it  ought  not  to  be  laid  upon  the  pro- 
duce itself,  nor  consequently  upon  the  land,  which 
ii  the  instrument  of  that  produce ;  because  taxes 
are  laid  upon  land  as  the  fund  out  of  which  the 
income  of  the  proprietor  is  drawn,  or,  in  other 
words,  on  account  of  its  produce.  There  ought, 
therefore,  on  the  principle  of  the  objection,  to  be 
neither  taxes  on  land,  nor  the  produce  of  land^  nor 
on  articles  manufactured  trom  that  produce. 
And  if  a  nation  should  be  in  a  condition  to  supply 
itself,  with  its  own  manufactures,  there  could  then 
be  very  little  or  no  rerenne,  of  course  there  must 
be  a  want  of  the  essential  means  of  national  just- 
ice and  national  security. 

Positions  like  these,  however  well  meant  by 
those  who  urge  them,  refute  themselves,  because 
they  tend  to  the  dissolution  of  Government,  by 
rendering  it  incapable  of  providing  for  the  ob- 
jects for  which  it  IS  instituted. 

However  true  the  allegation  that  it  is  and  oi  ^ 
to  be  the  prevailing  policy  of  nations  to  chensh 
their  own  manufactures,  it  is  equally  true  that  na- 
tions in  general  lay  duties  for  the  puri>ose  of  reve- 
nue on  their  own  manufactures ;  and  it  is  obvious 
to  a  demonstration  that  it  may  be  done  without 
ijigury  to  them.  The  most  successfiil  nations  in 
manobctures  have  drawn  the  largest  revenues 
fh>m  the  most  usefol  of  them.  It  merits  particu- 
lar attention,  that  ardent  spirits  are  an  article, 
which  has  been  generally  deemed  and  made  use 
of,  as  one  of  the  fittest  objects  of  revenue,  and  to 
an  extent  in  other  countnes,  which  bears  nocom- 
mrison  with  what  has  been  done  in  the  United 
States. 

The  special  reasons  alluded  to  are  of  different 
kinds: 

I.  It  is  said,  that  the  act  in  question  by  laying  a 
smaller  additional  duty  on  foreign  spirits,  than  uie 
duty  on  home-made  spirits,  has  a  tendency  to 
discourage  the  manufacture  of  the  latter. 

This  objection  merits  consideration,  and  as  far 
as  it  may  appear  lo  have  foundation,  ought  to  be 
obviated.  The  point,  however,  seems  not  to  have 
been  viewed  in  all  its  aspects  in  a  correct  light. 

Before  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United 
Btates  began  to  operate,  the  regatations  of  the 
different  States,  respecting  distiQed  spirits  were 
very  dissimilar.    In  some  of  thwi  duties  were 


laid  OB  foreign  spirits  only,  in  othai,  o: 
as  well  as  foreign.  Theabsotatedutyinthefomo 
instances,  and  the  diffenmce  of  duty  in  the  lattct, 
was  upon  an  average,  considerably  less  than  the 
present  difference  m  the  duties  on  forcipi  and 
home-made  spirits.  If  to  this' be  added  the  efiect 
of  the  uniform  operatioo  of  the  """'"g  daties 
throughout  the  Uiiited  States,  it  is  easy  to  infet 
that  the  situation  of  our  own  distilleries  i>  in  the 


main  much  better,  as  far  as  they  are  affected  by 
(he  laws,  than  it  was  previous  to  the  paKtn^  of 
any  act  of  the  Uoitea  States  upon  the  subject. 
Thev  have,  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  gained  ma- 
terially imder  the  system  which  has  been  purstied 
by  the  Nalicmal  GoTerament. 
The  first  law  ot  the  United  States  on  this  head 


on  those  of  Jamaica  ivoof^ 
the  duty  on  foreign  spirits  to  twelve  cents  per 
(^OD  m  the  lowest  proof,  and  by  ceiiain  giaoa- 
titms  to  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  of  Jamaica  proo£ 
The  last  act  ^ces  the  duty  at  twenty  cents  per 
gallon  of  the  lowest  proof,  and  extenos  it  by  the 
Uke  gradations,  to  twenly-^ve  cents  per  gallcm  of 
Jamaica  proof^  laying  also  a  duty  of  eleven  eeab 
per  gallon  on  tiome-made  spirits  distilled  from  fo- 
reign materials  of  the  lowest  proof,  with  a  like 
nadual  extension  to  fifteen  cents  p«r  gallofi.  of 
Jamaica  proof  i  and  a  duty^  of  nine  cents  per  gaBoB 
on  home-made  spirits  distilled  from  domestic  ma- 
terials of  the  lowest  proof,  with  the  like  gradml 
extension  to  thirteen  cents  per  gallcm  (^  Amaiea 

If  the  transition  had  been  immediate  from  the 
first  to  the  last  law,  it  could  not  have  failed  to 
have  been  considered  as  a  change  in  favor  of  oar 
own  distilleries,  as  &r  "as  the  rate  of  dnty  is  cob- 
cemed.  The  mean  duty  on  foreign  epints  by  the 
first  law  was  nine  cents,  by  the  last  the  mean  ex- 
tra duty  on  foreign  spints  is  in  fact  about  elorea 
cents,  as  it  r^ards  spirits  distilled  from  forei^ 
materials,  andabout  thirteen,  as  it  regards  spints 
distilled  from  domestic  materials.  In  making  this 
computation  it  is  to  be  adverted  to,  that  the  fonr 
first  degrees  of  proof  mentioned  in  the  law  corre- 
spond with  the  different  kinds  of  sprits  asBally 
imported,  while  the  genetality  of  those  made  in 
the  United  States  are  of  the  lowest  class  (tf  prooC 

Spirits  from  domestic  materials  derived  a  £>iiMe 
advantage  from  the  last  law,  that  is,  from  the  in- 
creased rate  of  duty  on  foraga  imported  spirits, 
and  from  a  higher  rate  of  duty  on  home-autde 
spirits  of  foreign  materials. 

But  the  intervention  of  the  second  lair  haa 
served  to  produce  in  some  places  a  different  im- 


without  it.    By  a  ctmsiderable  addition  U 

ties  on  foreign  spirit&j  without  laying  anythiagon 


irits,  wit 
luuntcta 


pression  of  the  business  than  would  have  hamieiied 
itedo- 

„     .       1 laying  anyt" " 

those  of  home  mauuntctiire,  il  Iws  serveid  to  give 
*o  the  last  law  the  appearance  of  taking  away  a 
lart  of  the  advantages  previously  secured  to  the 
lomestic  distilleries.  It  seems  to  have  been  over- 
looked, that  the  second  act  ou^ht  in  leality  to  be 
reviewed  only  as  an  intermediate  step  to  the  ar- 
rangement finally  contemplated  by  the  L^jiala- 
tare;and  lhat,as  pattof  a  Byatem,it  basapoalhe 
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whole  operated  in  AtTor  of  the  national  dbtilleries. 
The  thine  to  be  considered  is  the  substantial  ez- 
iatiDgdifiereDceinfaroTof  thehome  mannbctare, 
a«  the  law  now  sOuiils. 

The  adranta^,  indeed,  to  the  distillation  of 
spirits  iroia  the  produce  of  the  country  arising 
from  the  difference  between  the  duties  on  spirits 
distilled  from  forei^  and  those  distilled  from  do- 
mestic materials,  is  ezclDsiTely  the  work  of  the 
last  act,  and  is  an  adTantage  wnich  has  not  been 
_ly  ap[veciated  by  those  distillers  of  spirits 
home  produce,  wno  have  complained  <^  the 
taw  as  hurtful  to  iheir  maotifiieture. 

Cause*  entirety  foreign  to  the  law  itsdf  have 
■1k>  aasisted  in  producing  misapprehension.  The 
approximation  of  the  price  of  bome-made  spirits 
to  Uiat  of  foreign  spiritsj  which  has  of  late  taken 
place,  and  which  is  altnbuted  to  the  operation  of 
the  act  in  question  is  in  a  great  degree  owing  to 
the  circumstances,  which  have  [ended  to  raise  the 
price  of  molasses  in  the  West  India  market,  and 
to  an  extra  importation  of  foreign  spirits  prior  to 
the  first  of  July  last_,  to  avoid  the  payment  of  the 
additional  duty  which  then  took  place. 

It  is  stated  in  the  petition  from  Salem,  that  pre- 
Tious  to  the  last  act,  the  price  of  domestic  to  fo- 
reign spirits  was  as  Is.  9d.  to  3s.  4d^  of  the  money 
of  HaMacbusetta,  per  gallon,  and  that  since  that 
act  it  has  become  as  Ss.  3d.  to  48.  Sd. 

ll  is  evident  that  a  rise  from  Is.  9d.  to  3s.  3d. 
pet  gallon,  which  would  be  equal  to  twenty  cents, 
u  not  to  be  attributed  wholly  to  a  duty  of  eleven 
cents.  Indeed  if  there  were  a  concurrence  of  no 
other  cause,  the  inference  would  be  very  different 
from  that  intended  to  be  drawn  from  the  fact,  for 
it  woald  erinee  a  profit  gained  to  the  distiller  of 
more  than  eighty  per  cent,  on  ihe  duty. 

It  is,  however,  meant  to  be  understood,  that  this 
approximation  of  prices  occasions  a  greater  im- 
portation and  consumption  of  foreign,  and  a  less 
consumption  of  domestic  spirits  than  formerly. 
How  far  this  may  or  may  not  be  the  case,  the  Se- 
cretary is  not  now  able  to  say. with  precision ;  but 
DO  facts  have  come  under  his  notice  officially, 
irtuch  serve  to  authenticate  the  suggestion.  And 
it  must  be  considered  as  possible^  that  representa- 
tions of  this  kind,  are  rather  the  effect  of  sppre- 
kension  than  of  experience.  It  would  even  be  not 
unnatural,  that  a  considerable  enhancement  of  the 
pices  of  the  foreign  article  saould  have  led  to  a 
greater  consomption  of  the  domestic  article,  as  the 
cheapest  of  the  two,  though  dearer  itself  than 
ftmoerly. 

But  while  there  is  ground  to  beUeve  that  the 
si^jgestions  which  have  been  made  on  this  point, 
are  in  many  respects  inaccutate  and  misconceived, 
iheteare  known  cireumstanees,  wliich  seem  to  ren- 
der advisable,  some  greater  difference  between  the 
dntieacu  foreign  anaon  home-made  spirits.  These 
eircumstances  have  been  noticed  in  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary  on  the  subject  of  manufactures,  and 
an  alteration  has  been  proposed  by  laying  two 
cents  in  addition  upon  imported  spirits  of  the  low- 
est proof,  with  a  proportional  increase  on  the  high- 
er proofs,  and  by  deducting  one  cent  from  the  duty 
on  the  lowest  proof  of  home-made  spirits,  with  a 


proportional  diminution  in  respect  lo  the  higher 
proofs. 

This  alteration  would  bring  the  proportion  of 
the  duties  nearly  to  the  standard,  which  the  peti- 
tioner^  Hendrick  Dover,  who  appears  likely  to  be 
well  mformed  on  the  subject,  represent"  as  the 
proper  one  to  enable  the  distillation  of  geneva  to 
be  carried  on  with  the  same  advantage  as  before 
Ihe  passing  of  the  act.  He  observes  that  the  dutif 
on  home-made  geneva  being  nine  cents,  the  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  ought  to  have  been  twelve 
cents.  By  the  alteration  proposed,  the  proportioa 
will  be  as  ten  to  eight,  which  is  little  lufierent  to 
that  of  twelve  to  nine. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  same  petitioner 
states,  that  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  act  of 
which  he  complain^  he  "could  sell  his  geneva 
sixteen  and  a  quarter  per  cent,  under  the  price  of 
Holland  geneva,  but  that  he  cannot  do  it  at  pre- 
sent, and  in  future,  lower  than  fourteen  per  cent." 
If,  as  he  also  states,  the  quality  of  his  geneva  be 
equal  to  that  of  Holland,  and  ii  his  meaning  be  as 
it  appears  to  be,  that  he  can  now  afford  to  sell  his 
geneva  lower  by  fourteen  per  cent,  than  Ihe  gene- 
va of  Holland,  it  will  follow  that  the  mannfi^tnre 
of  that  article  is  in  a  very  thriving  train,  even  un- 
der the  present  rate  of  tluties.  For  a  difference  of 
fourteen  per  cent  in  the  price  is  capable  of  giving 
a  decideo  preference  to  the  sale  of  the  domestic 

II.  It  is  objected  that  the  duty,  by  being  laid 
in  the  first  instance  upon  the  distiller,  instead  cf 
the  consumer,  makes  a  larger  capital  necessary  to 
carry  on  Ihe  business,  and  in  this  country,  where 
capitals  are  not  la^e,  puts  the  national  distillet 
under  disadvantages. 

Bui  this  inconvenienee,  as  far  as  it  has  founda- 
tion, in  the  state  of  things,  is  essentially  obviated 
by  Ibe  credits  given.  Where  the  duty  is  payable 
unni  the  quantity  distilled,  a  credit  is  allowed, 
'miioh  cannot  be  less  than  six,  and  may  extend  to 
nine  months.  Where  the  duty  is  charged  on  the 
capacity  of  the  still,  it  is  payable  half  yearly. 
Sufficient  time  is,  therefore,  allowed  to  raise  the 
duty  from  the  sale  of  the  article,  which  supeiaedea 
the  necessity  of  a  greater  capital.  It  is  well  known, 
that  the  article  is  one  usually  sold  for  cash  or  at  a 
short  credit.  If  these  observations  are  not  appli- 
cable to  distiUeries  in  the  interior  country,  the  same 
may  be  said  in  a  great  degree  of  the  objection  it- 
self. The  course  of  the  Business  in  that  quarter, 
renders  a  considerable  capital  less  necessary  than 
elsewhere.  The  produce  of  the  distiller's  own 
farm,  or  of  the  neighboring  farms,  brought  to  be 
distilled  upon  shares  or  compensations  in  the  arti- 
cle itself,  constitute  the  chief  business  of  the  dis- 
tilleries in  the  remote  parts  of  the  country.  In  the 
comparatively  few  instances,  in  which  they  may 

f  force  of  c 


be  prosecutea  as  a  regnlar  business,  upon  a  large 
scale,  by  force  of  capital,  the  observatior-  ■"►■'"*> 
have  been  made  will  substantially  apply. 


ital,  the  observations  which 

.substantially  apply. 

The  collection  of  the  duty  from  the  distiller  has, 
on  the  other  hand,  seveial  advantages.  It  contri- 
butes to  equality,  oy  charging  the  article  in  the 
first  stage  of  its  prcwress,  which  diffuses  the  duly 
among  all  classes  alike.    It  the  better  secuNs  the 
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collectioQ  of  the  reyenue  bjr  confiaiDg  the  le^Hm- 
sibilU;  to  a  smaller  DumMr  of  persoos,  and  sim- 
plifyiog  the  process.  And  it  avoids  the  Decewitf 
of  so  great  a  aumbei  of  officers  as  would  be  re- 
quiiea  in  a  more  diffuse  system  of  collection,  ope- 
rating immediately  upon  putcbasers  and  consum- 
ers. Besides,  that  the  btter  plan  would  transfer, 
whatever  inconveniencies  may  be  Incident  to  the 
Collection,  from  a  smaller  to  a  greater  number  of 

III.  It  is  alleged  that  (he  inspection  of  the  offi- 
cers is  injurious  to  the  business  of  distilling,  by 
layins  opea  its  secrets  oi  mysteries. 

DiSerent  distilletB,  there  is  no  doubt,  practice  in 
certain  respects  different  melliods  in  tne  course  of 
their  buiioess,  and  hare  different  degrees  of  sUll. 
But  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  in  a  business 
so  old  ana  so  much  diffused  as  that  of  the  distilla- 
tion of  spirit^  there  are  at  this  day  secre 
sequence  to  .the  possessors. 

There  will  at  least  be  no  hazard  in  taking  it  for 
granted,  ihat  none  such  exist  in  regard  to  the  ^s- 
tillalion  of  rum  from  molasses  or  sugar,  or  of  the 
spirits  from  grain  usually  called  wniskey,  or  of 
brandies  from  the  fruits  of  this  country.  T&e  cases 
in  which  the  allegations  are  made  with  most  color 
apply  to  geneva,  and  perhaps  to  certain  cordials. 
It  is  probable,  that  the  course  of  the  business 
might  and  would  always  be  such,  ae  in  fact  to  in- 
voke no  incouvenience  on  this  score.  But  as  the 
contrary  is  affirioed,  and  as  it  i«  desirable  to  obvi- 
ate complaint  as  far  as  it  can  be  done,  consistently 
with  essential  principles  and  objects,  it  may  not 
be  unadrisable  to  attempt  a  rem*edy. 

It  is  to  be  presumed,  that  if  any  secrets  exist, 
they  relate  to  a  primary  process,  particularly  the 
mixCure  of  the  ingredients ;  this,  it  is  supposable, 
cannot  take  a  greater  time  each  day,  than  two 
hours.  If,  therefore,  the  officers  of  inspection  were 
enjoined  to  forbear  their  visits  to  the  part  of  the 
distillery  commonly  made  use  of  for  such  process, 
'  duringa  space  not  exceeding  two  hours  in  each  day 
to  be  notified  by  the  distiller,  there  is  ground  to 
conclude  that  it  would  obviate  the  objection. 

IV.  The  letrtilations  for  marking  of  casks  and 
vessels,  as  welt  as  houses  and  buildings,  also  fur- 
nish matter  of  complaint.  This  comprint,  as  it 
regards  houses  and  buildings,  haa  been  already  ad- 
verted to ;  but  there  is  a  light  in  which  it  is  made 
that  has  not  yet  been  taken  notice  of. 

It  is  said  that  the  requiring  the  doors  of  the 
apartments  as  well  as  the  outer  door  of  each  bnild- 
ing  to  be  marked,  imposes  imoecessary  trouble. 
When  it  is  considered  how  little  trouble  or  ex- 
pense attends  the  execution  of  this  provision,  in 
the  first  instance,  and  that  the  marks  once  set  will 
endure  for  a  ereat  length  of  time,  the  objeoi 
it  oDpears  to  be  without  weight. 

Sut  the  provision,  as  it  relates  to  the  apartments 
of  buildings,  has  for  its  immediate  object  the  con- 
venience of  the  distillers  themselves.  It  is  calcu- 
lated to  avoid  the  very  evil  of  an  indiscriminate 
search  of  their  houses  and  buildings,  by  enabliikg 
them  todesisnate  the  particular  Bputments  which 
are  employed  for  the  purposes  of  their  business,  and 
lo  secure  all  others  from  inspeclioo  and  riaitation. 


The  ctHUplaint,  u  it  leipects  du  mKritiiig  of 

casks  and  vessels,  hat  toiaewhat  more  foundUu*. 
It  is  represented  (aad  upon  careful  inquiiy  ,«m»M 
to  be  true)  that  through  lon«-est^>liah«d  pmiidjce, 
home-made  spirits  of  equal  quality  with  iweigB, 
if  known  to  be  home-made,  will  not  comiiuuut  w 
equal  price.  This  particularly  addles  (o  ([«nev& 
If  the  want  of  a  distinction  betw^n  fiweini  and 
home-made  spirits  were  an  occasion  of  fraud  upon 
consumers,  by  iruposing  a  worse  fur  a  better  ccxsr 
modity,  it  would  oe  a  reason  for  continuing  it ;  but 
as  far  as  such  a  distinction  gives  c^rmUontoa 
mere  prejudice,  fav<»ablB  to  a  fotei^  and  injati- 
ous  to  a  domestic  mauufacture,  it  fumiabes  a.  rea- 
son for  abolishing  it. 

Though  time  might  be  expected  to  remoTs  the 
prejudice,  the  progress  of  the  domestic  manafaci- 
ure,  in  the  interval,  might  be  materially  checked. 
It  appears,  therefore,  expedient  to  remove  tbu 
ground  of  complaint  by  authorizing  the  samemarka 
and  certificates,  both  for  foreigii  and  for  hoaae' 
made  eeneva.  Perhap^  iadeet^  it  may  not  be  ub- 
odvisable  tovestsomewnereadiscr^viuuTperwH 
to  regulate  the  forms  of  certificates,  wlncli  are  t» 
accompany,  and  the  particular  marks,  wliich  are 
to  be  set  upon  casks  and  vessels  coiuaiaing  spiiii^ 

Snerally,  as  may  be  found  convenieat  in  praetiee. 
oother  source  of  objection  with  regard  to  the 
marking  of  casks  is,  that  there  is  a  genenJ  pcoki- 
bitioB  against  defacin^f  or  alleriitg  the  marks,  ^mI 
"penalty  upon  doing  it,  which  prevents  the  usiag 
It  the  some  casks  more  than  once,  aad  occauoM 
vaste,  loss,  and  embarrassment. 

It  is  conceived,  that  this  prohibition  does  nM 
iXtend  to  the  efiacing  oi  old  marks  and  placing  <i 
lew  ones  by  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  or  in  tttek 
presence  and  hy  their  authority.    But  as  real  ia> 

iveniencies  would  attend  a  contrary  constnKt- 

\^  and  there  is  some  room  for  question,  it  ^n>eaia 
desirable  that  all  doubt  should  be  removed,  or  an 
explicit  provision  to  enable  the  officer  to  eJmee 
old  marks  and  substitute  new  ones,  when  eaaka 
have  been  emptied  of  their  former  eonleiUa,  and 
are  wanted  for  new  use. 

V.  The  requisition  to  keep  an  account  from  dap 
to  day  of  the  quantity  at  spirits  distilled  is  repn- 
sented  both  as  a  hardship  and  impossible  to  be 
complied  with.  But  the  Secretary  is  unfile  to 
perceive  that  it  can  juErlly  be  viewd  either  ia  the 
one  or  in  the  other  fight.  The  tronUe  of  sotting 
down  in  the  evening  the  work  of  the  day, inabook 
prepared  for  and  furnished  to  the  party,  nuut  be 
inconsiderable,  and  the  doing  of  it  would  eves 
conduce  to  accuracy  in  business. 

The  idea  of  impiacticohiliiy  must  have  aiiMa 
from  some  misconception.  It  seema  to  inyolve  a 
supposition  that  something  is  required  diffeceai 
from  the  truth  of  the  fact.  S^its  distilled  aie 
usually  distinguished  intohigh  wme^  proof  spuiii, 
and  low  wines.  It  is  certainly  possiole  to  expicM 
each  day  the  quantity  of  each  )und  prodooed,  and 
where  one  kind  is  converted  into  anotber,  to  explain 
it  by  brief  notes,  showing  in  proper  columns  the 
results  in  those  kinds  of  spirits  which  are  ultimate- 
'-  -prepared  for  sole. 

revidon  i*  now  iMltinc  of  the  fofm*  at  fint 
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transmitted,  aad  it  is  not  doubted  that  it  'mil  be 
easy  lo  obriaie  the  objection  of  impracticability. 
On  full  reflection  the  Secretary  is  of  opinion,  that 
ihe  requisition  in  this  respect  is  a  reasonable  one, 
and  Uiat  it  is  of  importance  to  the  due  collection 
of  the  revenne.  especially  in  those  cases,  where,  bv 
the  aliematire  allowed  in  favor  of  country  distil- 
leries, the  oath  of  a  party  is  the  only  evidence  of 
the  quantity  produced.  11  is  useful  in  every  such 
case  to  give  the  utmost  possible  precision  to  the 
object  which  is  to  be  attested. 

Vl.  It  is  alleged  as  a  hardship,  that  distillers  are 
held  responsible  for  the  duties  on  spirits  which  are 
exported,  till  certain  things  difficult  to  be  perform- 
ed, are  done,  in  order  to  entitle  the  exporter  to  the 
drawback. 

Tills  is  a  misapprehension.  The  drawback  is 
at  all  events  to  be  paid  in  sii  months,  which  is  as 
early  as  the  duty  can  become  payable,ajid  frequent- 
iy  earlier  than  it  does  become  payable.  And  the 
Qovernment  relies  on  the  bond  of  the  exporter  for 
a  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  u|>on  wnich  the 
drawback  is  allowed.  An  explanation  to  Ihe  seve- 
ral collectors  of  this  point,  which  has  taken  place 
since  the  complaint  appeared,  will  have  removed 
the  cause  it.  The  same  explanation  will  obviate 
another  objection  founded  on  the  supposition  that 
the  bond  1^  the  distiller  and  that  of  the  exporter 
are  for  a  like  purpose.  The  latter  is  merely  to 
secure  the  landing  of  the  goods  in  a  foreiga  coun* 
try,  and  will  often  continue  dependinc  aAer  every 
thine  relative  to  duty  and  drawback  has  been 
liquidated  and  finished. 

vll.  It  is  an  article  of  complaint  that  no  draw- 
back is  allowed  in  case  of  shipwreck  when  spirits 
Are  sent  from  one  port  to  another  in  the  United 
States.  There  does  not  occur  any  obiectiiH)  to  a 
provision  for  making  ah  allowance  of  that  kind, 
which  would  tend  to  alleviate  misfortune  and  give 
■atlshction. 

VIIL  Tbenecessityoftwenty-fourhoors'notice, 
in  order  to  the  benefit  of  drawback  on  the  export- 
ation of  spirits,  and  the  prohibition  to  remove  taem 
from  a  distillery  after  tun-set,  except  in  the  pre- 
tence of  an  officer,  are  represented  as  embarrass- 
ments to  buainesB. 

The  length  of  notice  required  appears  (creater 
than  is  necessary.  It  is  not  perceived,  that  any 
ioconvenieuce  could  arise,  from  reducing  the  time 
to  six  hours.  But  it  is  not  conceived  to  be  neces- 
sary or  expedient  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  last 
mentioned  particidar.  The  prohibition  is  of  real 
eonsequence  to  the  security  of  the  revenue.  The 
course  of  business  will  readily  adapt  itself  to  it, 
and  the  presence  of  an  c^cer  in  extraordinary 
cases  will  afToij  due  accommodation. 

IX.  It  is  stated  as  a  hardship,  that  there  is  no 
allowance  for  leakage  and  wastage  in  the  case  of 
spirits  shipped  from  one  State  to  another.  The 
law  for  ibe  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage  allows  two  per  cent,  for  leakage  on  spirits 
imported.  A  similar  allowance  on  home-made 
opirits  at  the  distiUery,  does  not  appear  less  proper. 

X.  It  it  mentionea  as  a  grievance,  that  distil- 
lers are  required  to  give  bond  with  surety  for  Ihe 
amount  of  the  duties,  and  that  the  sufficiency  of  the 


surety  is  made  to  depend  on  the  discretion  of  the 
chief  officer  of  inspection.  The  requiring  of  sure- 
ties can  be  no  more  a  hardship  on  distillers  than 
on  importing  merchants,  and  every  other  person 
to  whom  the  public  afibrd  a  credit.  It  is  a  natural 
consequence  of  the  credit  allowed ;  and  a  very 
reasonable  condition  of  the  indulgence  which. 
without  this  precaution,  might  be  imprudent,  ana 
injurious  lo  the  United  States. 

The  party  has  his  option  to  avoid  it  by  prompt 
payment  of  the  duty,  and  is  even  entitled  to  an 


As  to  the  second  point,  if  sureties  are  to  be  given, 
there  must  be  some  person  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  judge  of  their  sufficiency,  otherwise 
Che  thing  itself  would  be  nugatory  ;  and  the  dis- 
cretion cannot  be  vested  more  conveniently  for  the 
party  than  in  the  chief  officer  of  inspection  for  the 
survey.  A  view  has  now  been  taken  of  most,  if 
not  of  all,  the  objections  of  a  general  nature,  which 
have  appeared.  Some  few  of  a  local  complexion 
remain  to  be  attended  to, 

The  representation,  signed  Edward  Cook,  chair- 
man, as  on  behalf  of  the  four  most  western  coun- 
ties of  Pennsylvania,  states,  that  the  distance  of 
that  part  of  the  country  from  aroarket  for  its  pro* 
duce  leads  to  a  necessity  of  distilling  the  giain, 
which  t>  raised,  as  a  principal  dependence  of  its 
inhabitants  i  which  circumstance  and  the  scarcity 
of  cash  combine  to  render  the  tax  in  question  un- 
equal, oppressive,  and  particularly  distressing  to 
them. 

As  to  the  circumstance  of  equality,  it  may  safely 
be  affirmed  to  be  impracticable  to  devise  a  tax 
which  shall  operate  with  exact  equality  upon  eve- 
ry part  of  Che  community.  Local  and  other  cir- 
cumstances will  inevitably  create  disparities  more 
or  less  great.  Taxes  on  consumable  articles  have, 
upon  Ihe  whole,  better  pretensions  to  equality  than 
any  other.  If  some  of  them  fall  more  heavily  on 
particular  parts  of  the  community,  others  of  taem 
are  chieQy  borne  by  other  parts.  And  the  result 
is  an  equalization  of  the  burden  as  far  as  it  is  attain* 
able.  Of  this  class  of  taxes  it  is  not  easy  to  con- 
ceive one  which  can  operate  with  sreater  equality 
than  a  tax  on  distilled  spirits.  There  appears  to 
be  no  article,  as  far  as  the  information  of  the  Se- 
cretary goes,  which  is  an  object  of  more  equal 
consumption  throughout  the  United  States. 

In  particular  districts  a  greater  use  of  cider  may 
occasion  a  smaller  consumption  of  spirits;  but  it 
will  not  be  found  on  a  close  examination  that  it 
makes  a  material  difierence.  A  greater  or  let* 
nse  of  ardent  spirits,  as  far  as  it  exists,  seems  to 
depend  more  on  relative  habits  of  sobriety  or  in- 
temperance than  on  any  other  cause. 

As  far  as  habits  of  less  moderation,  in  the  use 
of  distilled  spirits,  should  produce  inequality  any- 
where, it  would  certainly  not  be  a  reason  with  the 
Legislature  either  to  repeal  or  lessen  a  tax  which, 
by  rendering  the  article  dearer,  mieht  tend  to  re- 
strain too  free  an  indulgence  of  suet)  habits. 

It  b  certainly  not  obvious  how  this  tax  can 
operate  particularly  unequal  upon  the  part  (tf 
tte  country  in  qneatioo.    At  a  general  rale  it  U  a 
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true  one,  thai  duties  on  articles  of  eonsomption 
fell  on  the  cODsumeis,  by  bein^  added  to  the 
price  of  the  commodity.  This  is  illustrated  in 
the  present  instance  by  facts.  Previous  lo  the 
law  Lying  a  duty  on  home-made  spirits  the  price 
of  whiskey  was  about  thirty-eight  cents;  it  is  now 
about  fi[ty-siz  cents.  Other  causes  msy  hare 
coDlribuied  in  some  degree  to  this  effect,  but  it  b 
evidently  to  be  ascribed  chiefly  to  the  duty. 

Untessj  therefore,  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
tries, which  have  been  mentioned  are  greater  con- 
sumers of  spirits,  than  those  of  other  parts  of  the 
CDuntiy,  they  cannot  pay  a  greater  proportion  of 
the  tax.  If  they  are,  it  is  their  interest  to  become 
less  so.  It  depends  on  themselves  by  diminishing 
the  couEiimption  to  restore  equality. 

The  argument,  that  they  are  obliged  to  convert 
their  grain  into  spirits  in  order  to  transportation 
to  dbtant  markets,  does  not  prove  the  point 
alleged.  The  duty  on  all  they  send  to  those 
markets  will  be  paid  by  the  purchasers.  They 
will  still  pay  only  upon  their  own  consumption. 

As  tar  as  an  advance  is  laid  upon  the  duty,  or 
as  far  as  the  difference  of  duty  between  whistey 
and  other  spirits  tend  to  favor  a  greater  consump- 
tion of  the  latter,  they  as  greater  manufacturers  of 
the  article,  supposing  this  fact  to  be  as  stated,  will 
be  proportionably  benefited. 

The  duty  on  home-made  spirits  from  domestic 
materials,  if  paid  by  the  gallon,  is  nine  cents. 
Prom  the  commumcatioDS  whicn  have  been  re- 
ceived, since  the  passing  of  the  act,  it  apfiears  that 
paying  the  rale  annexed  to  the  capacity  of  the 
still,  and  using  great  diligence,  the  duty  may  be  in 
fiict  reduced  to  six  cents  per  gallon.  Let  the  ave- 
rage be  taken  at  seven  and  a  half  cents,  which  is 
probably  higher  than  is  really  paid. 

Qenerally  speaking,  then,  for  every  gallon  of 
whiskey  whicn  is  consumed,  the  consumei  may 
be  supposed  to  pay  seven  and  a  half  cents;  but  for 
every  gallon  of  spirits  distilled  from  foreign 
terials,  the  consumer  pays  at  least  eleven  ci 
and  for  every  gallon  of  foreign  spirits  at  least 
twenty  cents.  The  consumer,  thereloie,  of  fo- 
reign spirits  pays  nearly  three  times  the  duty,  and 
the  consumer  of  home-made  spirits  from  foreign 
mateiiala  nearly  &hy  per  cent,  more  duty,  od  the 
same  quantity,  than  the  consumer  of  spirits  from 
domestic  materiaU  exclusive  of  the  greater  price 
in  both  cases,  whicn  is  an  additional  charge  upon 
each  of  the  two  first  mentioned  classes  of  consu- 
mers. 

When  it  is  considered  that  8-21  parts  of  the 
whole  quantity  of  spirits  consumed  in  the  United 
States  are  foreign,  and  7-Sl  parts  are  of  forei^  ma- 
terials, and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Atlantic  and 
Midland  countries  are  tba  principal  consumers  of 
these  more  highly  taxed  articles,  it  cannot  be  in- 
ferred that  the  tax  under  consideration  bears  par- 
ticularly hard  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western 
country. 

This  majr  serve  as  an  exemplification  ofa  gene- 
ral proposilioQ  of  material  consequence,  namely, 
Chat,  if^the  former  description  of  citizens  are  able 
from  situation  to  obtain  more  for  their  proiuat 
than  the  Utter,  they  comribute    prvpottionally 


I  to  the  revenue.  Numerous  other  exkmplea 
in  the  confirmation  of  this  might  be  adduced. 

As  to  the  ciicumsiance  of  scarcity  of  mtnef ,  w 
far  as  it  can  be  supposed  to  have  foundation,  it  is 
as  much  an  objection  to  any  other  tax  as  the 
in  question.  The  weight  of  the  tax  is  itot 
certainly  such  as  to  involve  any  peculiar  difiicidiT. 
It  is  imposible  to  conceive  thai  nine  cents  per  gal- 
lon on  distilled  spirits,  which  is  stating  it  at  the 
highest,  can,  from  the  magnitude  of  the  taj^distrea 
any  part  of  the  country,  which  has  an  ability  to 
pay  taxes  at  all,  enjoying  too  the  unexampled  ad- 
vantage of  a  total  exempticHi  from  taxes  on  houxi^ 
lands,  or  stock. 

The  population  of  the  United  States  being  about 

ur  mulions  of  persons,  and  the  quantity  of  spirita 
annually  consumed  between  ten  and  eleven  nut- 
lions  of  gallons,  the  yearly  proportion  lo  each 
family,  if  consisting  of  six  persons,  which  u  a  Aill 
ratio,  would  be  aMut  sixteen  galloas,  the  ilDty 
upon  which  would  be  less  than  one  dollar  and  a 
half.  The  citizen  who  is  able  to  maintain  a  family, 
and  who  is  the  owner  or  occupier  of  a  farm,  can- 
not feel  any  inconvenience  from  so  light  a  contri- 
bution, and  the  industrious  poor,  whether  artisans 
or  laborers,  are  usually  allowed  spirits  or  an  equi- 
valent in  addition  to  tneir  wages. 

The  Secretary  has  no  eviBence  to  satisfy  hii 
mind,  that  a  real  scarcity  of  money  will  be  foand, 
on  experiment,  a  serious  impediment  to  the  pay- 
may  of  the  tax  anywhere,  ia  the  quarter  w^liere 
this  complaint  has  carticularly  prevailed,  the  ex- 
penditures for  the  aefence  of  the  tirontier  irooU 
seem  alone  sufficient  to  obviate  it.  To  this  it  is 
answered,  that  the  contractors  for  the  supply  of 
the  Army  operate  with  goods  and  not  with  money. 
But  this  still  tends  to  keep  at  home  "whatevn 
money  fiads  its  way  there.  Nor  is  it  a  bet,  if  the 
information  of  the  Secretary  be  not  materially 
erroneous,  that  the  purchases  t^  the  contractors  of 
fiour,  meat,  dbc,  are  wholly  with  goods.  But  if 
they  were,  the  Secretary  can  aver,  that  more 
money  has.  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  been  sent 
into  iQe  Western  country  from  the  Treasury,  in 
specie,  and  bank  bills  which  answer  the  same 
purpose,  for  the  pay  of  the  troops  and  militia,  and 
for  Uuartermaster's  supphes,than  the  wholeamount 
of  the  tax  in  the  four  Western  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  district  of  Kentucky  is  likely  to 
equal  in  four  or  five  years.  Similar  remittances  are 
likely  to  be  made  in  future. 

Hence  the  Government  itself  furnishes,  and  in 
all  probability  will  continue  to  furnish,  the  n 


.y  foster  the  industry  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned, if  they  avail  themselves  of  il^  under  the 
guidance  of  a  spirit  of  economy  and  exertion. 

Whether  there  be  no  part  of  the  United  Sutes, 
in  which  the  objection  of  want  of  money  may 
truly  exist,  in  a  degree  to  render  the  payment  at 
the  duty  seriously  distressing  to  the  mhahitant^ 
the  Secretary  is  not  able  to  pronounce.  He  can 
oDly  express  bb  own  doubt,  of  the  fact,  and  refer 
the  matter  to  such  infornution  as  the  membeia  of 
any  district  so  situated,  may  have  it  in  their  power 
to  offer  to  the  Legislaliva  body. 
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Yolre  the  oecmily  of  a  loeuuie  ia  the  abstract 
very  ioeligible.  that  it,  the  receipt  of  the  duty  in 
the  article  itself. 

If  an  alteroatire  al  this  sort  were  to  be  allowed, 
it  would  be  pcopet  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  partv 
paying,  to  deiiTei  the  article  at  the  place  in  eacb 
county  where  the  office  of  inspection  ia  kept,  and 
to  Kgnlala  the  price  according  to  Midi  standard, 
as  would  induce  a  prefereuce  of  paying  in  cash, 
except  from  a  real  impfacticability  of  otrtaining  it. 

In  rcArd  to  the  petition  irom  the  diatiict  of 
Kenlucky,  after  what  has  been  said  with  reference 


,_sssproTiiionof  the  Constitution,  which  declares, 
that  all  duties,  impcsts  and  excises  shall  be  uniform 
througboui  the  United  States. 

In  tne  course  of  the  forexoing  examination  of 
the  oUectioui  which  have  been  made  to  the  law, 
■tnne  alterations  hare  been  submitted  for  the  pnr- 
poMofremoringapartof  them.  The  Seoretary 
wfll  DOW  proceeJ  to  submit  rach  farther  altera- 
tiaiu  as  appear  to  him  adTisable,  arising  either 
from  the  sumestiMis  of  the  officers  of  ue  reve- 
nne,  or  fium  hu  own  reflections. 

L  It  a^Mars  expedient  to  alter  the  distinction 
respecting  diatiUeriea  ftoni  doaoeatic  materials  in 
citWB,  towM  and  Tilwes,soastocoafiite  it  to  one 
or  more  stiUs  worked  at  the  same  distillery,  the 
capacity  or  capacitiea  of  which  loyether  do  not  fall 
•hon  01  four  hundred  gallons. 

The  effectual  execution  of  the  pieseni  proTisiouB 
respecting  distiUeries  from  bomematertals  in  cities, 
towns,  and  Tilla^fes,  would  occasion  an  ineonre- 
nient  multiplieaiton  oT  officers,  and,  would  in  too 
great  a  degree  exhaust  the  proHluct  of  the  duty  in 
tae  expense  <^  collection.  It  is  also  probable  that 
the  alteration  su^ested  would  also  conduce  to 
public  satisfaction. 

Q.  The  present  prorisions  concerning  the  enter- 
ing of  stills  are  louad  by  e^»erience  not  to  be 
adequate,  and  in  some  inalaocee  not  convenient. 

It  appears  adrisaUe,  that  there  shall  be  one 
office  of^inspection  for  each  county,  with  authori- 
ty to  the  supervisor  to  establish  more  than  one,  if 


he  shall  judge  itnecessary  for  the  accommodation 
<tf  the  iiuiahitantaj  and  that  every  distiller  or  pet- 
soo  having  or  keeping  a  HtiU,  shall  be  required  to 


make  entry  of  the 
lion  for  the  county,  within  a  certain  determinate 
period  in  each  year.  It  will  be  proper  also  to 
enjoin  upon  every  peniMi,  who,  residing  within 
the  county,  shall  procure  a  still,  or  who  removing 
into  a  county,  shall  bring  into  it  a  still,  within 
twenty  days  after  such  procuring  or  removal,  and 
before  he  ot  she  begins  to  use  the  still,  to  make 
entry  at  the  office  ofinspeciion.  Svery  entry,  be- 
sides describing  the  stil^  should  specify  in  whose 
possession  it  i^  and  the  parpose  for  which  it  is 
intended,  as  whether  for  sale  or  ior  use  in  distil- 
ling }  ana  in  the  case  of  a  removal  of  the  person 
from  another  plaoe  into  the  county,  shall  speciiy 
the  place  from  which  the  still  shall  have  been 
brol^^L    Aforfeiuira  «f thftstill oiightin«T«rf 


case  in  which  an  entry  is  required,  to  attoid  an 


This  regulation,  bv  simplifying  the  business  of 
entering  stills,  would  render  it  easier  to  compre- 
hend and  comply  with  what  is  required,  would 
furnish  the  officers  with  a  better  rule  for  ascertain- 
ing delinquencies  and,  by  avoiding  to  them  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  unnecessary  trouUe,  will  facili- 
tate the  retaining  of  proper  characters  in  the  offices 
of  collectors. 

111.  It  is  represented  that  difficulties  have  in 
s^me  instances  arisen  concerning  the  persotks  re- 

Sousible  for  the  duty.  The  apparent,  not  being 
ways  the  real  proprietor,  an  oj^rtuoity  for 
collusion  is  afforded; and  without  collusion  the 
uncertainty  b  stated  as  a  source  of  embairose- 

It  also  sometimes  happens,  that  certain  itinerant 
persons  without  property,  complying  with  the 
preliminary  requisitions  of  the  law  as  to  entry, 
&c_  erect  and  work  stills  for  a  time,  and  before  a 
half-yearly  period  of  payment  arrives,  remove  and 
evade  the  duty. 

It  would  tend  to  remedy  these  inconveniences, 
if  possessors  end  proprietors  of  stills  were  made 
jointly  and  severally  liable,  and  if  the  duty  were 
made  a  specific  iien  on  the  still  itself;  if  also  the 
proprietor  of  the  land,  upon  whichany  still  may  be 
worked  should  be  made  answerable  for  the  duty, 
except  where  it  is  worked  by  a  lawful  and  bona 
Jide  tenant  of  the  land  of  an  estate,  not  less  than 
"'  a  term  of  one  year,  or  unless  such  proprietor 
I  make  it  appear,  that  the  possessor  of  the  still 
s  during  the  whole  time,  without  his  privity  or 
luivauce,  an  intruder  or  trespasser  on  the  land; 
and  if,  in  the  last  place,  any  distiller  about  to  re- 
move from  the  division  in  which  he  is,  should  be 
required  previous  to  such  removal  to  pay  the  tax 
for  the  year,  deducting  any  prior  payment  or  give 
bond  with  approved  surety,  conditioned  for  the 
payment  of  toe  full  sum  for  which  he  or  she  should 
he  legally  accountable  to  the  end  of  the  year,  to 
the  collector  of  the  division  to  which  the  removal 
shall  be,  rendering  proof  thereof  under  the  baud  o£ 
the  said  collector,  within  six  months  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  year. 

As  well  with  a  view  to  the  forfeiture  of  the  stills 

r  non-entry,  as  to  give  effect  to  a  specific  lean  of 
the  duty  (if  either  or  both  of  these  provisions 
should  he  deemed  eligible)  it  will  be  necessary  to 
injoin  it  upon  the  offers  of  the  revenue  to  iden- 
tify by  proper  marks  the  several  stills  which  shall 
have  been  entered  with  them. 

.  The  exemptions  granted  to  stilts  of  the  capa- 
city of  fifty  galloDs  and  under,  by  the  36th  section 
of  the  law,  appear  from  experience  to  require 
revision.  Tenduig  to  produce  inequality,  as  well 
frustrate  the  revenue,  they  have  excited 
complaint.  It  appears  at  least  advisable,  that  the 
obligation  to  enter,  as  connected  with  that  of  pay- 
ing duty,  should  extend  to  stills  of  all  dimen* 
siona,  and  that  it  should  be  enforced  iu  every  case 
by  the  same  penalty. 

V.  The  38th  section  of  the  act  makes  provisioa 
for  the  seizure  of  spirits  unaccompamed  with 
marks  and  certificates  in  the  cases  in  which  they 
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are  required ;  bot  u  they  are  required  only  in  cer" 
tain  cases,  and  there  is  no  method  of  diatinguish- 
iag  the  spiriti,  in  respect  to  which  they  are  neees- 
Mry,  ftom  those  in  respect  to  which  they  are  not 
necessiTf ,  the  provision  becomes  Dunitory,becauje 
■D  attempt  to  enforce  it  would  ee  oppresaire. 
Hence  not  only  a  ereai  security  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  law  islost,  but  seizures  very  dtstreas- 
in^  to  unoffending  indiTiduals  muit  happen,  n<M- 
withstandiog  great  precaution  to  avoid  them. 

It  would  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  of 
great  importance  to  provide,  that  all  spirits  what- 
soever in  casksoriesselsoftbecapacity  of  twenty 
tnllons  and  upwards  shonid  be  marked  and  certi- 
fled,  on  pain  of  seizure  and  forfeiture,  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  officers  to  furnish  the  requisite  cer- 
tificates gratis  to  distillers  and  dealers  in  all  eases, 
in  which  the  law  shall  hare  been  complied  with. 

In  those  eases  in  which  an  occasional  recurrence 
to  the  officers  for  certificates  might  be  inconreni' 
eut,  blanks  may  be  furnished,  to  be  accounted  (or. 
And  it  may  be  left  to  the  parties  themselves,  in 
the  like  cases,  to  mark  their  own  casks  or  vessels, 
in  some  aimple  manner,  to  be  defined  in  the  law. 
These  cases  may  be  designated  generally.  They 
will  principally  relate  to  dealers,  who,  in  the  course 
of  their  business,  draw  off  spirits  from  larger  to 
smaller  casks ;  and  to  distillers,  who  pay  according 
to  the  capacities  of  theii  stills. 

As  a  part  of  a  regulation  of  this  sort,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  require,  that  within  a  certain  pei' 
sufficiently  long  to  admit  of  time  to  know  and  c 

Sly  with  the  provision,  entry  shall  be  made,  by  all 
ealers  and  distillers, 'of  all  spirits  in  '    ' 

ive  possessions,  which  shall  not  hat ^  .  _ 

ouEly  matb^  and  certified  nccordiog  to  law,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  marked  and  certified  as  old 
stock. 

The  regulations  here  proposed,  thongii  product- 
ive of  some  trouble  and  inconvenience  in  the  out- 
set, will  be  al^wards  a  secority,  both  to  iudiTidn- 
als  and  to  the  revenue. 

VI.  At  present  spirits  may  not  be  imported 
from  abroad  in  casks  of  less  capacity  than  fifty 
gallons.  The  size  of  these  casks  is  smaller  than 
IS  desirable,  so  far  as  the  security  of  the  revenue 
isconcemed;  and  there  basnot  occurred  any  good 
objection  to  confining  the  importation  to  larger 
casks,  that  is  to  sav,  to  casks  of  not  less  than  ninety 
rallons.  Certainly,  as  iar  as  respects  rum  from 
the  West  Indies,  it  may  be  done  without 


cover  other  spirits  than  those  aiigHuBy  coniuaed 
in  such  casks.  Appe«raw;es  which  eonntemaaec 
suspicion  oa  this  point,  have  been  the  snbjedB  rf 
representation  from  several  quarters. 

The  danger  ma;  be  obviated,  by  fmkAitiBff  the 
importation  in  such  marked  caska,  o*  ^d  atUm- 
feitnre  both  of  tbe  spirits  and  «f  lay  sbio  or  vcMci 
in  which  they  may  be  brongfat.  A  imAibitioB  «t 
this  sort  does  not  appear  liable  to  any  good  oAgce- 

\k.  The  iaVf  of  sixty  ecnta  per  gallon  of  the 
Mcily  of       ■""  '-->  1   -   - 

n  thaia 


1,  that  the 

exception  as  to  this  particular  in  £avor  of  gin 
may  be  abolished.  Bbonld  any  alteration  on  tbia 
subject  take  place,  it  ought  not  to  begin  to  operate 
till  after  the  expiration  of  (he  year. 

VII.  There  is  ground  to  suppose  that  the  allow- 
ance of  drawback,  without  any  limitatian  as  to 
qnantity,  has  been  abused.  It  is  submitted,  that 
Hone  be  made  on  any  lets  qnantity  ttian  one  him- 
dred  and  fifty  gallons. 

VIII.  There  is  danger  that  Acility  may  be  given 
to  illicit  importations,  by  making  use  of  casks 
which  have  been  once  regularly  marked,  end  the 
certificates  which  have  bwn  issued  with  them,  to 


Jour  months  in  the  year — which  is  the  nsnal  peri- 
od of  coontry  distillation — would  yield  a  qoaMiB 
<A  spirits  which,  at  the  rate  of  nine  oettis  pei  nf- 
Ion,  would  eorremond  with  sixty  cents  per  gaUoa 
of  the  capacity  of  the  still.  It  wiUdeserTe  ecv- 
sideration,whether  it  wiH  not  he  ezpeAenl  lo  give 
an  option  to  country  dirtiUert,  at  the  anuaal  sitry 
of  their  stills,  to  take  out  a  lieeuBO  for  any  portios 
of  die  year  which  Ihey  mayTespectively  think  fit, 
and  to  nay  at  the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  naif  ceoto 
per  gallon  of  the  capacity  per  month,  duiug  so^ 
period.  This  to  stand  in  lienof  dte  aUeinntivcirf' 
paying  by  the  gaUon,  distilled.  It  wooU  obviate 
in  this  case  the  neceaatyof  aceountingBpoa  cuh, 
and  ironld  leave  it  in  the  power  ot  each  diatilla 
to  cover  the  precise  time  he  meant  to  wort  his 
stiti,  with  a  license,  and  to  pay  for  that  time  only. 
A  strict  prohibition  lodistil  at  any  other  time  tbM 
that  for  which  the  lieenae  vras  given,  vonM  be  of 
course  necessary  to  accompany  die  rwnlatian,  aa 
far  as  regarded  any  such  licensed  dietilMr. 

The  only  remaining  pcttnts  which  have  oexatnA, 
a  psroper  to  be  fnbmitted  to  Ae  oonsideratioB  oi 
the  Legislatare,  reepect  the  lAeers  of  the  revo- 
lt is  repreaenled,  that  in  lone  itetaaccE,  fran 
the  ill  humor  of  iaAvidaali,  the  oficers  hnra 
experienced  much  embarrassment,  in  respeot  to 
the  filling  at  ttiUa  with  water,  lo  asoertaln  theii 
capacity— iriiieh,  vjion  examiiiatitm,  is  Iboud  tk« 
most  simple  and  praetioable  mode.  The  pronrt> 
MOTS  have,  in  soote  instances,  not  oidy  r^nsea  to 
aid  the  officers,  but  have  even  pat  out  it  their  way 
the  means  by  which  the  filling  mi{^t  be  etmvem' 
endy  accomplished. 

It  would  condnce  to  the  easy  exeeslicn  ef  the 
law,  and  to  the  very  important  purpose  of  retain- 
ing and  procuring  respecl^ile  diaractera  as  «ol- 
leotors,  if  the  proprietors  and  poesessora  of  sdlli 
were  required  to  aid  them  in  the  eseontion  of  this 
part  of  their  duty,  or  to  pay  a  certain  sum  aa  a 
compensition  for  the  doing  (^  it 

~'he  limits  assigned  in  the  law  rnpcociag  com- 
peosatioM,  are  found,  in  praotice,  esacntialiy  in- 
adequate to  the  object. 

This  is  so  fat  the  case,  that  it  beeomee  the  doty 
of  the  Beoretary  to  state  that  greater  latitude  in 
this  panicnlar  is  indispensable  to  the  eSectnal  ex> 
ecotion  of  the  law. 

la  the  most  productive  diviaiaas,  the  oommie- 
sions  of  the  colfectors  aflbrd  bat  a  mecletate  e<xD- 
pevntion.  In  -the  greattat  pan  of  them,  iheeova- 
penntiOD  ie  gtaringly  diqinipanioned  to  tlw  •»• 
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vice;  in  many  cf  than  it  iidfa  materially' short  of 
tbe  exptaae  of  the  officer. 

It  is  believed,  that  id  no  coontry  whal«f9  bas 
the  ooU«ctioQ  ot  a  similar  ^uiy  been  eSleeted  with- 
in the  limit  asMgoed.  Applying  in  (he  United 
States  toa«t^^  artiele  only,  ana  yielding  c< 
wiently  ft  leas  lots!  prodactlbui  where  many  — 
etes  are  comprebended,  the  ezpenie  of  ooQeotion 
must  of  neeesuty  be  pi^»orti(uially  greater. 

It  appears  lo  the  Secretary,  that  mvm  and  ^ 
half  per  cent,  of  the  total  prodoet  of  ihe  duties  on 
diatiusd  spirits,  foreign  as  well  as  domestic,  and 
not  less,  wiU  suffice  to  driray  the  compouatieu 
to  <^car8,  and  other  expenies  incidental  to  tbe 
eoUection  of  the  doty.  Tnis  it  to  be  undnaiood  as 
anppIeiuentaltathepicsenloustom-hoaaeexMnMi. 

It  is  onneeeBBiry  to  utcb  to  the  House  of  R«pr«- 
se&tatiTes^  how  essential  it  must  he  to  the  exe- 
ODtioB  of  die  law,  in  a  manner  efTectoal  to  I 
parpoaes  of  ike  UoTeramem  and  nrtwfectory 
the  community,  to  secure,  hy  competent  tboogb 
aodemte  rewards,  the  diluent  servnes  of  respect- 
aU*  aad  Inutwortby  ebatnelera. 

AIL  which  is  humhly  sabmitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
SeerHar. 

TRBamttT'DBPAXTHH(T,  i 


REPOBT  ON  THE  SlNKmO  PDNO. 

Ik  Sdnatb,  Novbmbeb  7, 1791. 
The    Vice   Prerident  of  the  Unitad  Stataa  uid  Tn^ 
dent  or  the  Senate,  the  Chief  Jostice,  die  Secretary 
of  Sute,  tbe  Secretai;  wT  the  Tieuorj,  and  the  At- 


utikt  UnilsdStalMof  Aaerioa— 

Thai,  pursuant  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing jjroTision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt," 
and  in  conformity  to  two  resolutions  agreed  up(Hi 
by  theni,  one  on  tbe  15th  day  of  January,  and 
another  on  the  15th  of  August  last,  and  severally 
approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
they  have  caused  purchases  of  the  said  Debt  to  be 
maae,  through  the  agency,  respectively,  of  Samu- 
el Meredith,  Treasnrerof  tbe  United  States:  Wil- 
liam Selon,  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  New  York; 
Benjamin  Linct^n,  Collector  of  the  District  of 
Boston  and  Charlestown ;  and  William  Heth,  Col- 
lector of  the  District  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  to  the 
amount  of  $852,677  46,  for  which  there  have  been 

C'd  (540,^  14,  in  specie,  as  will  more  particu- 
ly  appear  by  the  several  documents  (Nos.  1  toSJ 
herevnth  submitted  as  part  of  this  report,  ana 
which  specify  the  places  where,  tbe  times  when, 
Ae  prices  at  which,  and  the  persons  of  whom  the 
said  purchases  have  been  made. 

That,  though  the  statements  of  William  Seton 
and  Benjamin  Lincoln  have  not  yet  passed  through 
the  forms  of  settlement  it  appears,  by  the  docu- 
ment No.  B,  being  a  certified  transcript  from  the 
books  of  tbe  Treasury,  that  the  amount  of  the 
stock  by  them  respectively  reported  to  hare  been 
Durchased  ha.^  been  duly  transferred  to  the  said 

»d  Colt— 3« 


That  the  purchases  now  and  heretofore  report- 
ed amount,  in  the  whole  to  91,131,364  76,  for 
which  there  htfre  been  paid  1609,163  38,  in  specie. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Board, 

KtHN  ADAHS. 
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follow  aeveral  other  aiateraents,  con 
the  details,  wliiei),  being  volominoiu,  ai 


1099 


APPENDIX. 


not 


ADDnTOHrAL  SUPPLIES  FOB  I7S9. 

TuAniBV  DsTABTMur,  JUarek  IS,  1793. 
The  SiCKiTABT  or  tmi  TmiAiBmr,  jnamnt  to  > 
MMtntton  of  the  Homtof  RepreaonUCiTea  of  the  8th 
initant  direcling  the  ujil  Secretai;  to  report  to  the 
House  hii  opiiiion  of  tba  belt  mode  of  raiiiiig  the 
•dditioD*!  lappUeB  requiiite  for  the  oDniing  year, 
reepectfuU;  nibmit*  the  foUonuag  Report : 
Tiie  sum  whick  a  estimated  to  be  oecessaiy  for 
earrfing  into  efitct  the  purpoKs  of  the  act  fbi 
making  fimber  aod  more  efiectual  ptovision  for 
the  protectioD  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  State*, 
'beyond  the  provision  made  by  the  act  making 
apptopriatioDa  for  the  support  of  GoTemment  for 
the  yearl79S,is  9675,950  OS.  The  returns  which 
have  been  received  at  the  Treasury  subsequent  to 
the  Secretary's  Report  of  the  23d  Df  January  laM, 
(among  which  are  those  of  some  principal  ports,) 
afford  satisfactory  ground  of  awurance  that  the 
ffuarter  ending  the  last  of  December  was  cott- 
stderably  more  prodoctiTe  tlun  it  was  aopposed 
likely  to  prove ;  authorizing  a  rebance  ttiat  the 
revenues  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791  will  yield  a 
surplus  of  $I50,00(^  which  may  be  applied  in  poit 
of  the  sum  of  t6T^90  08,  above  sUted  to  be  ua- 
cessory.  Provision  reraatns  to  be  made  for  the 
residue  of  this  sum,  viz :  |635|950  08.  Three  ex- 
pedients occur  to  the  option  of  the  Oovernment  fbr 
providing  this  sum :  one,  to  dispose  of  the  intereU 
to  which  the  United  State*  are  entitled  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  This,  at  the  present 
market  price  of  Bank  stock,  would  yield  a  clear 
gain  to  tne  Government  much  more  than  adequate 
to  the  sum  required.  Another,  to  borrow  the 
money,  i^u  an  establishment  of  funds,  either 
merely  commensurate  with  the  interest  to  be 
paid,  or  aSbrdini^  a  surplus  which  will  discharge 
the  principal  by  inslalments  widiin  a  ^ort  term. 
The  third  is,  to  raise  the  amount  by  taxes.  The 
first  of  these  three  expedients  appears  to  the  Se- 
cretary altt^ether  uuadvisable.  F'ust.  It  is  bis 
present  opinion  that  it  will  be  foundj  in  various 
respects,  permanently  the  interest  of  Ifae  United 
States  to  retain  the  interest  to  which  they  are 
entitled  in  the  Bank;  but,  secondly.if  this  opinion 
should  not  be  well  founded,  it  would  be  improvi- 
dent to  dispose  of  it  at  the  pieseot  juncture,  since, 
upon  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  subject,  it  can 
Mrdly  admit  of  a  doubt  that  its  future  value,  at  a 
period  not  very  distant,  wiU  be  considerably  greater 
than  its  present  while  the  Government  will  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  whatever  dividends  shall  be  declared 
in  the  interval ;  and,  thirdly,  whether  It  shall  be 
deemed  proper  to  retain  or  dispose  of  this  interest 
the  most  useM  BH)lication  of  the  proceeds  wiH  be 
u  a  f^nd  for  ejitii^uishing  the  Public  Dd)t.    A 


serious  r^ret.  The  second  expedient  would,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Secretwy,  be  preferable  to 
the  nrst;  for  this,  the  following  reason,  if  there 
were  no  other,  is  presumed  to  be  conclusive,  viz: 
that  the  probaUe  increase  of  the  ralite  of  the 
stock  may  itself  be  estimated  as  a  considerable,  if 


lufficicM  AiBd,  for  the  nwrnnent  <d  tbe 

lich  might  be  bortoTed.    Uthe  tamumr 

of  a  Loan  sbouil  be  thonght  eligible,  it  ia  aobnit- 


led  as  most  sdviaable  to  aceompwav  it  with  a  pn- 
vision  Miffieient  nM  oAly  to  pay  tae  intereat,  b« 
to  discharge  the  principal  within  ■  vheit  penad. 
This  will  at  least  mitigate  ihc  inconyenjeroc*  «f 
niUlilg  an  addition  to  Ae  Pnbtie  Debt.  Bmit  tit 
result  of  mafure  refleetieD  is,  in  the  miitd  o£  At 
SecKtory,  a  strons  coBvietioit  that  the  iMfrof  the 
three  expediteitlE  lAieb  iiare  been  tn«iitkHi«d  i*  m 
be  prsfenied  lo  either  of  tbe  other  two,  Notkny 
ouiiDore  inteieat  the  aatimtal  credit  udpnKpai- 


ha*d  idl  the  meau  prevtoualy  powcaoed  for  tx6mr 
guuhing  die  preaent  Odbt,  aM  to  woid,  a*  wwit 


irdebL  He- 
,  .  Jti>» 
of  any  of  Ae  public  property,  c 
anal  revoiSM,  (o  the  oomnt  serriee,  to  the  tum- 
ponry  and  caima]  eiiguMies  of  the  oo— tij,  or 
the  toatniQtiag  of  an  addbional  debt,  by  kav^  U 
provide  for  those  exi^eaciM.  Gnat  ameiBitm 
mdeed,  might  «xi«t  in  whiek  loau  imud  be  ia- 
dispeasride.  Bnt theoooaaioiuThiefa wiUiBs% 
them  miut  be  truly  of  that  description.  The  jn- 
sent  is  not  of  sueh  a  oanrei  the  em  to  be  pro- 
vided is  not  of  magnitude  enon^  to  (umiah  the 
plea  of  necessity.  Taxes  are  never  welcome  lea 
community ;  they  addon  flul  10  UMke  oneasy 
sensations,  more  or  less  ^tefuive.  Hence  a  too 
strong  propensity  in  4be  GeronmenlE  of  natiiMis  to 
anticipate  and  ttvrlgHge  the  lesottnws  sf  potfeiiq^ 
rather  than  encounter  the  inconveniences  of  a 
present  increase  of  taxes.  But  this  policy,  wkea 
not  dictated  by  very  peculiar  circumstances,  is  «f 
the  worst  Um.  Ita  i^mom  tendcBer  is,  bv  en- 
hancing the  permanenl  )HU>de»  itf  the  jieofJe^  to 
produce  lasting  distress,  and  its  naliual  issue  is  in 
national  bankruptcy.  It  will  be  happy  IT  the 
councils  of  this  country,  sanctioned  by  Uie  roice 
of  an  enlightened  community,  shall  be  able  to  pux' 
sue  a  different  course.  Yielding  to  ihis  impreB- 
sion,  the  Secretary  proceeds  to  state,  for  the  con- 
sideratvoB  of  the  House,  the  objects  which  have 
occurred  to  him  as  most  proper  to  be  resorted  lo 
for  raising  the  requisite  sum  by  taxes.  From  the 
most  careful  view  which  he  is  ahle  to  take  of  all 
the  circumstances  that,  at  the  present  juncture, 
naturally  enter  into  consideration,  he  is  led  to 
conclude  that  the  most  eligible  mode  io  which  the 
necessary  provision  can  at  this  time  be  made  is  br 
some  additional  duties  on  imported  articles.  This 
conclusion  is  made  with  reluctance,  for  leastou 
which  were  noticed  upon  a  former  occasion,  and 
from  the  reflection  that  frequent  and  unexpected 
alterations  in  the  rates  of  duties,  on  the  objects  ct 
trade,  by  inducing  uncertainty  in  mercantUe  ape- 
culations  and  caTculations,  are  really  injurious  to 
commerce  and  hurtful  to  the  interests  of  those 
who  carry  it  on.  The  stability  of  the  duties  to  be 
paid  by  the  merchants  is  in  ^ct  of  more  conse- 
quence to  them  than  their  quantum,  if  within 
reasonable  bounds.  It  were,  therefore,  moch  to 
have  been  wished  that  so  early  a  resort  to  new 
demands  on  that  class  of  citizens  could  hare  been 
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avoided,  and  especially  that  they' could  hare  been 
deferred  onti]  a  general  tariff  coald  have  been  ma- 
turet^r  digested  upon  principles  which  miglit  with 
propriety,  render  it  essentially  stationary.  But 
while  there  are  these  motives  to  r^ret,  tiiere  are 
others  of  a  consoling  tendency,  some  of  which  in- 
dicate that  an  angmentation  of  duties,  at  the  pte- 
sent  juncture,  may  have  the  effect  of  lessening 
some  public  evils  and  produciiig  some  pablic  be- 
nefits. It  is  a  pleasing  fikct,  if  the  iufonna' 
tion  of  the  Secretary  be  not  very  erroneous,  that 
the  improTed  state  of  the  credit  of  this  country 
enables  our  merchants  to  procure  the  supplies 
which  they  import  from  abroad  upon  much  more 
cheap  and  advantageous  terms  than  heretofore — a 
circumstance  which  mast  alleviate  to  them  the 
pressure  of  somewhat  higber  rates  of  duty,  and 
mnsicontribate,at  the  same  time,  to  reconcile  them 
to  burdens  which,  beinc  connected  with  an  effica- 
cious discharge  of  the  duty  of  Government,  are  of 
a  nature  to  give  solidity  and  permanency  to  the 
advunta^  they  enjoy  under  it.  It  is  certain,  also, 
that  a  spirit  of  manafacturtngprevails  at  this  time 
in  a  greater  degree  than  it  lias  done  at  any  ante- 
cedent period;  and,  as  far  as  an  increase  or  duties 
shall  tend  to  second  and  aid  this  spirit,  they  will 
serve  to  promote  essentially  the  industry,  the 
weslth,  the  strength,  the  independence,  and  the 
substantial  prosperity  of  the  country.  The  returns 
for  one  year  ending  with  the  30th  of  September 
last,  (an  abstract  or  which  is  in  preparation,  to  be 
eoAmunicnted  to  the  Legislarnre,)ermce  a  much 
increased  importation  during  that  year,  greater, 
far,  than  can  be  referred  to  a  naturally  increasing 
demand  trora  die  progress  of  populaticHi,  and  an- 
nounce a  probabiUty  of  a  more  than  proportional 
increase  of  consumption,  there  being  no  appear- 
ance of  an  eztraorainary  abnn^nce  of  goods  in 
the  market.  If,  happily,  an  extension  of  the  duties 
shall  operate  as  a  restraint  upon  excessive  con- 
sumption, it  will  be  a  salutary  mean  of  preserving 
the  commonity  from  future  embarrassment,  pub- 
lic and  private.  But  if  this  should  not  be  the 
case,  it  is  at  least  prudent  in  the  Oavernment  to 
extract  from  It  the  resources  necessary  for  current 
exi^ncies,  rather  than  postpone  the  burden  to  a, 
penod  ■when  thatTeir  circumstance  may  cause  it 
to  be  more  grievously  felt.  These  different  con- 
siderations unite,  with  others  which  will  suggest 
themselves,  to  Induce,  in  the  present  state  of 
things,  a  preference  of  taxes  on  imported  articles, 
to  any  other  mode  of  raising  the  sum  required. 
It  is  tnerefore  respectfully  submitted  that  the  ex- 
isting duties  on  the  articles  hereafter  eunmerated 
be  repealed,  and  that,  in  place  of  them,  the  follow- 
ing be  laid,  viz : 

WtNEa. 

Madeira,  quality  of  Loudon  Par.  per  eall.  (0  56 

Madeira,  London  market  -  do  49 

Other  Madeira  wine     -  •  do  40 

Sherry  -           -           -  -  do  33 

St.  Lucar          -           -  -  do  30 

Lisbon  •           -           -  -  do  25 

Oporto  -           -           -  -  do  25 

Teneriffe  and  Faya!  -  -  do  20 
All  other  wines  Vt  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 


Thote  dittiiitd  itholiy  or  chiefly  jTijm  grain. 

Of  the  fini  class  of  proof  -  pergall.tOSS 

Of  the  seoood  dam  of  pnof  -  do  89 

Of  the  thiid  olaat  of  ntoof  •  do  SI 

Of  the  fourth  ckss  of  proof  -  do  34 

Of  the  fifth  class  of  proof  •  do  40 

Of  the  sixth  class  of  proof  -  do  60 

OTBBB  DI8TILLED  SPIRITS. 

Of  the  2d  class  proof  and  under      pergalLtO  24 

Of  the  3d  class  proof  aod  under           do  27 

Of  the  4lh  class  proof  and  under           do  ^1 

Of  the  &ih  class  proof  and  under           do  37 

Of  theOtbclassproofandunder           do  45 

Beei,  ale,  and  porter     -           -      per  gall.  B 

Steel     -           -           -           -      per  cwL  1  00 

Nails      -           -           .           -        per  lb.  3 

Cocoa    ....           do  3 

Chocolate          •           -           -           do      .  3 

Flaying  cards    -           -           .     per  pack  25 

Shoes  and  slippers  of  silk         -           -  20 
Shoes  and  slippers  of  stained  or  colored 
leather,  other  than  black,  for  men  and 

women           ....  10 
Shoes  and  slippers  of  stained  or  colored 

leather,  other  diaa  black,  for  children  .    7 


Chin 


ARTIOLSB  av  VALOKBH. 


Ills  wares ;  looking'^laas,  window,  and  other 
and  all  manufactures  of  glass,  black  quart 
wHues  excepted;  muskets;  pistols;  swords,  cut- 
lasses, hangers,  and  other  fire  and  side  arms; 
starch;  hair  powder;  wafers;  and  glue — 15  per 
cent,  ad  valorem. 

Cast,  slit,  and  rolled  iron,  and  generally  all  ma- 
nufactures of  iron,  steeL  tin,  pewter,  copper,  brass, 
or  of  which  either  of  tnese  metals  is  the  article 
of  chief  value,  not  being  otherwise  particularly 
enumerated;  cabinet  wares ;  leather,  tanned  and 
tawed,  and  all  manufactures  of  leather,  or  of  which 
leather  is  the  article  of  chief  value,  not  bein*  oth- 
erwise particularly  enumerated ;  medicinal  drugs, 
except  those  commonly  used  in  dying ;  hats,  caps, 
and  Donneis,  of  every  sort;  gloves  and  mittens; 
stockings;  millinery, ready* made;  artificial  flow- 
ers, feathers,  and  otner  ornaments  for  women's 
head  dresses;  fans;  dolls,  dressed  and  undressed ; 
toys;  buttons  of  every  kind;  carpets  and  carpet- 
ing mats,  and  floor  cloths;  sail  cloth;  sheathing 
aoa  cartridge  papery  all  powders,  pastes,  balls, 
balsamsj  ointments,  oils,  waters,  washes,  tinctures, 
essences,  liquors,  or  other  preparation  or  composi- 
tion, commonly  called  sweet-scents,  odors,  per- 
fbmes,  or  cosmetics ;  all  denirifice,  powders,  tine- 
tures,  preparations,  or  compositions  whatsoever, 
for  the  teeth  or  gums ;  printed  books,  except  those 
specially  imported  for  a  college,  academy^  or  other 
public  or  incorporated  seminary  of  leamme  or  in- 
stitution, which  shall  be  whoHy  ezempttS  from 
duty— 10  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

The  foregoing  duties  to  be  permanently  esta- 
bliAed,  and  to  be  appropriated,  m  the  first  place  , 
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to  the  paymeat  of  the  ioteiest  of  the  Public  Debt; 
in  the  second,  to  such  other  grants  and  appropria- 
tions as  have  been  heretofore  made :  and,  in  the 
third,  to  the  purposes  of  the  kct  for  making  Air- 
tber  and  more  effeciual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  ibe  United  States.  An 
addition  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valoi 
be  made  to  the  duty  on  all  goods  heretofore  rated 
at  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  This  addiliiw  to  ' 
temporary,  and  accoidiugly  to  be  so  established 
that  it  shall  not  continue  Longer  than  till  the  pre- 
tent  Indian  war  shall  terminate,  and  the  expenses 
of  carrying  it  on  shall  have  been  defrayed,  which 
vill  of  course  include  the  reimbnriement  of  any 
sums  thai  may  haye  been  borrowed  by  way  of 
anticipation  of  ihe  product  of  the  duties.  It  is 
represented  that  the  present  duly  on  salt  operate: 
miequallf,  from  the  consideraole  difference  b 
weight,  m  proportion  to  quantity  of  different 
kinds  of  salt,  a  bushel  weighiiw  from  about  fifiy- 
•ix  to  upward  of  eighty  weight.  It  would  have 
an  equalizing  effect,  if  the  bushel  were  defined 
by  weight ;  and,  if  fifitv-siz  pounds  were  taken 
aa  the  standard,  a  valuacile  accession  to  the  reve- 
nue would  result.  This  regulation  is,  therefore, 
submitted  as  a  resource  upon  the  present  occasion, 
the  rate  of  duty  to  remam  as  it  is.  It  will  be  a 
reasonable  accommodation  to  trade,  if  it  is  made 
a  part  of  this  arrangement,  to  extend  the  credit 
for  the  duty  on  salt  to  a  longer  term.  It  is  an 
article  which,  from  the  circumstanees  of  its  im- 
Dortation,  frequently  lies  on  hand  for  a  considera- 
Dle  time ;  and,  in  relation  to  the  fisheries,  is  uiu- 
ally  sold  upon  a  credit  of  several  months. 

Some  remarks  may  be  proper  in  regard  to  the 
proposed  duties.  Those  on  spirits  and  wines  may 
appear  high ;  they  are  doubtless  considerable ;  but 
there  are  precedents  elsewhere  of  much  higher 
duties  on  the  same  articles.  And  it  is  certamly 
in  every  view  justifiable  to  make  a  free  use  of 
them  for  the  purpose  of  revenue.  Wines,  Kene- 
rally  speaking,  are  the  luxury  of  classes  of  the 
community  who  can  afford  to  pay  a  considerable 
duty  upon  them.  It  has  appeared  advisable  to 
adhere  to  the  idea  of  a  speciGc  duty,  per  quantity, 
on  all  the  species  of  wines  in  most  common  con- 
Hmipiion  in  the  country,  and  those  most  suscepti- 
Ue  of  precise  designation,  as  affording  greatest 
certainly  to  the  revenue,  and  to  adopt  a  general 
ad  valorem  Tate  for  other  kinds  proportioned  to 
the  specific  duties;  this  rate  is  forty  per  cent. 
The  distinction  has  proceeded  from  the  difficulty 
of  a  precise  enumeration  of  all  the  other  kinds  of 
wine  which  are  and  may  be  imported^and  of  such 
an  adjustment  of  specific  rates  as  will  bear  some 
reasonable  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  article. 
The  present  lowest  rate  of  duty  on  wines  amounts 
to  two  hundred  and  three  hundred  per  cent,  on 
the  value  of  certain  kinds,  which  may  be  consi- 
dered as  equivalent  to  a  prohibition.  While, 
therefore,  ideas  of  proportion  will  be  better  coo- 
suited  than  heretofore,  bv  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment, it  is  probable  that  the  revenue  will  be  bene- 
fited, rather  than  injured,  by  a  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  low-priced  wines.  The  considerations 
which  renderardeot^ritsa  proper  object  of  high 


duties  have  been  repeatedly  dwelt  npoo.  It  nar 
be  added,  that  it  is  a  familiar  and  a  just  remark 
that  the  peculiarly  low  price  of  ardent  spiiit*  it 
this  country  is  a  great  source  of  iniempenuKC. 
To  bring  the  price  of  the  article  more  nearly  i*i 
level  with  the  price  of  it  in  other  markets,  byu 
increase  of  duty,  while  it  will  contribute  to  At 
advancement  of  the  revenue,  CHunot  but  prove,  ii 
other  respects,  a  public  benefit.  The  rates  jai>- 
posed  will  be  still  moderate,  compared  with  a- 
amples  in  other  countries;  and  the  article  iscl t 
nature  to  enable  the  importer,  without  difficulty, 
to  transfer  the  duty  to  the  consumer.  A  diicn- 
minatioo  is  suggested  in  respect  to  duties  on  sp- 
rits distilled  from  grain.  To  this  there  havebeea 
two  inducements:  one,  that  the  difference  in  iIk 
duty  is  conformable  to  the  difference  between  thf 
cost  of  the  grain  spirits  usually  imported  aod  that 
of  West  India  rum ;  another,  that  it  is,  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  the  interest  of  the  United  Staiei 
to  favor  the  distillation  of  its  own  grain  in  con- 
[letitioo  with  foreign  spirits  from  the  same  male- 
rial.  In  the  second  division  of  spirits,  the  fint 
class  of  proof  is  dropped,  because  none  of  it  comei 
from  the  West  Indies,  and  because  any  otker  ^ 
tits  usually  imported,  which  mtty  be  of  so  lovt 

Eroof,  are  higher  priced  even  than  some  of  the 
igher  proofs  of  West  India  spirits.  The  6nf- 
ping  of  that  class  of  proof,  therefore,  in  this  tut 
IS  favorable  to  the  revenue  and  favoraUe  to  eqai- 
lity.  Several  of  the  other  specific  doties  which 
are  proposed,  besides  the  inducements  to  themu 
items  of  revenue,  are  strongly  recommended  bf 
coosi derations  which  have  been  stated  in  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  on  the  subject  of  a 
tures.  The  same  report  states  indncenx 
fifteen  per  cent,  duty  on  some  of  the  ara'cles  which 
are  mentioned  as  proper  to  be  compriBcd  under 
that  rate.  With  r^;ard  to  china  and  glass,  there 
veiehty  reasons  for  a  comparatively  fai^ 
duty  upon  them.  The  use  of  them  is  very  limit- 
ed, except  by  the  wealthier  classes ;  and  both  their 
bulk  ana  liability  to  damage  in  transportation  arc 
~[reat  securities  against  evasions  of  the  levenoc. 

t  will,  however,  merit  consideration  whe&er,  toe 
the  aecoRimodation  of  importers,  a  longer  term  of 
credit  ought  not  to  be  allowed  on  these  articles. 
A  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound  on  cocoa  it  leas,iB 
~^q)orlion  to  the  value,  tnan  the  present  duty  on 

ifiee ;  as  an  extensive  article  of  consumptioo,  it  is 
a  productive  one  of  revenue.  The  duty  on  play- 
ing cards  can  give  rise  to  no  question  except  as  to 
practicability  of  a  safe  collection.  In  order  to 
this,  it  will  be  proper  to  superadd  certain  precau- 
tions, which  w^l  readily  occur  in  regulating  the 
details  of  a  bill  for  the  purpose.  A  similar  uten- 
will  be  requisite  in  regard  to  the  duties  m 
wines.  The  emplOTmeut  of  marks  and  certificsut 
may  advantageously  be  extended  to  this  article. 
The  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  it  is  hoped 
will  not  be  deemed  immoderate  in  relation  to  the 
sirticles  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  apply  it.  It  is 
difficult  to  assign  rules  for  what  ou^t  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  just  standard.  Bnt,  after  the  beat 
consideration  which  the  Secretary  has  been  able 
'-  bestow  upon  it,  he  caimot  discover  that  any 
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real  iBcoDrenieneeia  lAtij  permanently  to  remit 
fiom  the  extensioQ  oi  that  rate  to  the  casea  pro- 
posed. The  addition  of  lwt>  and  a  half  per  cent, 
to  the  dot;  on  the  masa  of  articles  aoyr  rated  at 
fire  will  constitute  an  important,  tbou^^h  not  an 
exeewive  augmentation.  NeTertheless,  it  is  pro- 
posed that  it  shall  be  only  tem^rary ;  and  there 
13  reasonable  ground  of  eipectalion  that  the  cause 
for  haTing  reeourae  to  it  will  not  be  o£  very  long 
eonlinnance.  It  will  not  have  escaped  the  ob- 
serratiOD  of  the  House  that  the  duties  which  were 
suggested  in  the  Secretary's  report  on  that  sub- 
ject, as  encouragements  to  manufactures,  are  for 
the  most  part  incladed  amon^  the  objects  of  this 
report.  It  may  lend  to  aroid  future  embairesft- 
meat  if  such  abolitions  and  drawbacks  as  shall  be 
deemed  expedient,  with  a  view  to  promoting  ma- 
nabcturesj  shall  accompany  the  establishment  and 
appropriation  of  whatever  further  duties  may  be 
laid  for  the  object  in  contemplatiaii.  And  it  may 
be  found  convenient  to  qualify  the  appropriation 
of  the  surplus  which  is  to  be  applied  to  that  ob- 
ject, so  as  to  let  in  such  other  appropriations 
during  the  session  as  occurrences  may  suggest. 
An  estimate  of  the  additional  revenue  which  may 
be  expected  from  the  proposed  duties  is  subjoinea. 
It  wiO  occur  to  the  House  that  the  credit  allowed 
for  the  dniies  will  require  an  anticipation  of  their 
wodact  by  a  temporary  loan,  for  which  provi! 
m  the  law  will  be  requisite.  All  which  "  >•"" 
snbmitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 


s  hmnbly 


Ettimaie  ofprobabU  additional  revenuefrom  the 
propoted  dutiee, 

Madeira  wine,  900,000  gallons,  areiage 

increase  13  cents  per  gallon    -  -  $36,000 

Other  wines,  700,000  gallons,  average  in- 
crease 3  cents  per  gallon  -  -     S1,000 

Distilled  spirits,  3,600.000  gallons,arerage 
increase,  allowmg  for  proposed  deduc- 
tion from  the  duties  on  domestic  s^nrits, 

'  a  cents 7i 

Salt,  from  the  equalizing  reeutation  pro- 
posed, will  probably  yield  one-sixth 
more,  or  2  eta.  per  bushel,  on  2,000,000 
bushels 40,000 

Malt  liquors,  300,000  gallons,  at  2  1-8  cts.       5,000 

Nails  and  spikes,  1,800,000  lbs.,  at  1  cent     18,000 

Cocoa,  800,000  lbs.,  at  1  cent      -  -       i 

Playing  cards,  20,000,  at  15  cents 

Other  enumerated  articles  ad  valorem,  at 
15  per  cent.      -  -  -  -     V 

Increased  duty  on  articles  rated  perma- 
nently at  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  eom- 
puted  at  t2,000,000  in  valne,  at  3  per 
cent.     -  -  -  -  -     6 

Temporary  addition  of  2  1-2  per  cent,  on 
the  articles  now  rated  at  5,  CMnpnted 
on  »10,000,000  -  -  -  35 


DEFEAT  OF  GENERAL  ST.  eLAIR. 

Hi.  Fitziihoks,  from  the  oominittee  appointed  to  in- 
qniie  into  Ihe  canias  of  the  bilure  of  the  late  expedi- 
tion nnder  Major  Genenl  St.  Clair.Teported  that  the 
committee  had  proceeded  to  exsaiine  all  the  papen 
fbmished  by  the  Exeeutrre  Department  lelatire  there- 
to, mndry  papen  and  accounts  fumiihed  by  the 
Tieaauij  and  Wu  Dqiaitmenti,  with  exfJanatiDna 
of  the  nme  bj  the  Heads  of  Ams  Dapastznasla 
in  petaon,  to  bear  the  teitimony  of  witneues  apon 
oath,  and  written  remarks  by  Oetwral  8t  Olsir, 
upon  the  &etB  eatablished  by  the  nhole  evidence; 
and  that,  as  the  nault  of  theii  inqniiiea,  the  Eommit- 
tae  had  agreed  to  tha  Ubnring  R^ort : 

The  contract  for  the  supplies  of  the  Army  on 
the  route  from  Fort  Pitt,  was  made  by  Theodo- 
sius  Fowler,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  bears  date  the  28ih  day  of  October,  1790 ;  that, 
at  the  same  time,  a  bond,  in  the  penalty  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  Waller  Livings- 
ton and  John  Cochran  securities  thereto,  was  en- 
tered into  for  the  due  execution  of  the  contract; 
that  on  the  3d  day  of  January,  1791,  the  con- 
tract was  wholly  transferred  from  the  said  Fow- 
ler to  William  Duer,  a  copy  of  which  trans- 
fer was  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  ;  that,  by  Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of 
War,  bearing  date  the  S5th  of  February,  1791,  ad- 
dressed to  William  Duer,  it  appears  that  he  was 
considered  as  the  conliacior;  tnai  no  correspond- 
ence appears  to  have  taken  place  subsequently  to 
that  time  between  Theodosius  Fowler  and  either 
the  Treasury  or  War  Departments;  that  on  the 
6th  day  of  March,  1791,  a  contract  was  entered 
into  by  William  Duet  with  the  Secretary  of  War 
for  supplying  the  troops  with  provisions  until 
their  arrival  at  Fori  Pitt ;  and  at  Fort  Pitt  a  bond 
was  at  the  same  time  entered  into  by  the  said 
William  Duer  for  the  due  execution  of  the  aaid 
contract,  in  the  penalty  of  four  thousand  dollars, 
without  any  security  whatsoever ;  that  the  act 
making  provision  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
received  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  Qie  3d  of  March,  1791 ;  that  Ge- 
Detal  Si.  Clair  was  appointed  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Army  destined  for  the  expedition  on  the  4th 
day  of  the  same  month,  and  on  tbe  38th  left  Phi- 
ladelphia, foi  Fort  Pitt,  at  which  place  he  arrived 
the  16lli  day  of  April,  and  from  thence  proceeded 
to  Lexington,  and  from  thence  to  Fort  Washing- 
ton, where  he  arrived  on  the  15th  day  of  May. 

At  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  General  at 
Fort  Washington,  the  garrison  there  consisted  of 
75  non-commissioned  i^cets  and  privates  fit  for 
duty;  the  garrison  at  Fort  Harmar,  of  45;  at  Fort 
Steuben,  of  61:  at  Fort  Knox,  of  83;  and  on  the 
15th  day  of  July,  the  whole  of  the  first  United 
Slates  regiment,  amounting  to  299  non-oommia- 
sioned  officers  and  privates,  arrived  atFort  Wash- 
iuKton,  under  orders  from  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  General  Butler  was  appointed  the  second 
in  command  in  the  month  of  Rutrch,  and  immedi- 
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tXfAj  iwoccedad  to  make  tke  aeceMiy  amiige- 
menU  for  the  recruiting  service;  that  he  arrired 
in  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Mary laod,  the  20th 
of  Apiit,  and  cODtinoed  there  till  the  30th  of  the 
same  month ;  that  he  amved  at  Carlisle,  is  the 
8tUe  of  Feimarlvaikia,  oa  lfa«  9tk  of  May.  aad  U 
Fort  Piu  oa  the  23d  (tf  tlw  same  mooth.  It  ap- 
pears that  no  moneys  for  puTcliasingsuDplieB  were 
inraished  at  Carlisle,  nrhich  was  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous for  the  enlisted  soiilierjr,  on  the  dtb  of 
May ;  and  that  Mr.  Smith,  agent  for  the  contract- 
or, WM  actively  ea^aged  intunuehiligivpfiliaihr 
the  troops,  oo  eredit. 

It  appears,  by  letien  from  John  Kea«,  another 
of  the  contractor's  agents,  that  no  moneys  had 
been  received  by  him  on  the  8th  of  May ;  and  it 
appears  that  on  the  2M  of  March,  there  was  ad- 
vanced to  William  Doer,  apon  the  last-meationed 
contract,  from  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of  fifteen 
tbonsand  doIlaiE  ]  that  there  was  advanced  upon 
the  first'iaentioned  contract,  the  stun  of  seventy 
thousand  dollars,  in  the  following  sums,  and  at  the 
following  dates,  to  wit:  March  22,  ten  thousand 
dollars;  April  7,  fifteen  thousand  dollars;  April 
25,  fifteen  thousand  dollars;  May  7,  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars;  July  SO,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

It  appears  from  the  correspondence  of  Qeneral 
Bntler  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  the  9th  of 
May  to  the  9th  of  June,  repeated  complaints  were 
maae  of  fatal  mismanagements  and  ni^lects  in  the 
duailermaster's  and  Military  Stores  Department, 
particularly  as  to  tents,  knapsacks,  camp-kettles, 
cartridge  boxes,  pack-saddles,  &«.,  all  of  which  ar- 
ticles were  deficient  in  quantity,  and  bad  in  quali- 
ty; the  pack-saddles,  particularly,  were  made  in 
Philadelphia,  which,  with  the  transportation, 
amoimted  to  mote  than  double  the  price  at  which 
they  might  have  been  procured  at  Fort  Pitt,  and 
were  found,  upon  exammation,  to  be  unfit  for  use; 
the  arms  sent  forward  appear  not  to  have  been 
duly  examined,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt  eitTemetv 
out  of  order,  and  many  totally  unfit  for  use:  whicn 
circtuostances  rendered  repairs  absolutely  neces- 
sary, and  added  to  the  delay  of  the  troops  at  Port 
Pitt. 

It  appears  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  powder 
supriiedfor  the  use  of  the  Army,  was  not  of  good 
quality,  though  an  experiment  was  made  by  Ma- 
jor Ferguson,  at  Pott  Pill,  with  a  howitz,  who 
reported  in  favor  of  the  quality  of  the  powder. 
On  the  9th  of  June,  General  Neville,  another  of 
the  contractor's  agents,  informed  General  Butler 
that  he  had  not  at  that  time  received  any  moneys 
from  the  contractors  for  the  purchase  of  provi- 
sions, &c.  for  the  troops,  and  was  obliged  to  sup- 
ply inem  on  credit;  that  the  country  furnished 
provisions  in  abundance  at  a  cheap  rate  when 
money  was  had  for  the  purchasej  that  shortly  af- 
ter this  information  was  communicated  to  cieneral 
Butler,  at  his  request  four  hundred  dollars  were 
advanced  to  General  Neville  bj  the  Q,uarlermas- 
ter,  for  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  the  troops. 

The  troops  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt  in  the  following 
order,  to  wit :  May  16,  Captain  Slough,  69  men ; 
May  18,  Captain  Powers,  78  men;  May  19,  Cap- 
lain  Cribbs,  40  men ;  same  day,  Captain  Guth- 


rie, 33  men :  Maj;  aS^ptau  ArastrMgi  76  dmb  ; 
same  day.  Captain  Kirkwood,  67  meu;  May  36, 
Captain  Snowden,  101  n^n;  June  3,  Captait 
Sparks.  83  men  ;  June  3,  Captam  Butler,  61  ma; 
same  day.  Captain  Brock,  83  men;  auoe  day, 
Captain  Van  Swearingvn,  88  men;  Juite  5,  Cap- 
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Armstrong's  company,  about  the  1st  i 
Captain  &iowde«,  with  the  trooiK  UKler  bia  com- 

maiid,  on  the  —  day  of  ■ ;  Major  Quther,  with 

about  500  men,  12th  of  July ;  and  on  the  aad  dt 
Aiunst,  the  taet  of  the  troops,  under  the  coiamand 
of  Captain  Phelou,  and  Gea^ral  Butler,  -with  the 
Quartermaster  General,  cm  the  26th  of  Angnat. 

It  appears  that  Geaeral  Bntler  had  orders  fram 
the  Department  of  War  to  protect  the  frontien 
with  the  troops  under  bis  conuoand ;  and  that  the 
delays  in  sending  forward  the  troops  from  Fort 
Pitt,  arose  partly  from  that  circumstaBce,  and 
partly  from  the  temporary  want  of  sappbes  <rf 
proTuion*  and  other  necessaries,  and  ucuaa  the 
want  of  the  neceasary  boats  for  their  tran^orta- 
tion,  which  were  not  in  readiness  as  aooa  a*  the 
tTOc^  were.    It  appears  that  General  Bntler  acted 

with  ability,  activity,  and  zeal,  in  *■' ■*•• 

Fort  Pitt,  and  that  the  delays  <^  the  Uoo^  there 
cawioi  be  imputed  to  his  want  of  jud^iauil  orbit 
want  of  exertKHi.  The  troo{w  met  with  eoBsider- 
able  difficulties  and  delays  in  going  down  the 
river,  from  the  low  state  of  the  water,  and  anired 
at  Fort  Washington  in  the  following  order :  Cap- 
tain Munford,  from  lYorth  Carolina,  with  about  sO 
men,  on  the  —  day  of  — -— ;  Major  Fe^uaoo, 
with  Captain  Annstrong'E  company,  on  the  —  dajr 

of ;  Major  Gaither,  with  the  troops  under  his 

command,  on  the  —  day  of ;  Colonel  Darke, 

with  the  troops  under  his  command,  on  the  —  day 

of ;  and  the  Kenincky  militia,  on  the  —  day 

of . 

The  Army,  consisting  of  about  2,000  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates,  moved  from  Fort 
Washington,  by  orders  from  the  Conunandei-in- 
Chief,  to  a  place  about  five  or  six  mUes  from 
thence,  called  Ludlow's  Station,  where  they  coo- 
tinned  till  the  17th  day  of  September;  at  which 
time,  the  whole  Army  amounted  to  about  2,300 
hon-commissioned  officers  and  privates  fit  for  duty; 
that  the  price  of  rations  at  Fort  Wa^ingtoo. 
agreeably  to  contract,  was  Oj-Wths  of  a  dollar  per 
ration:  the  price  of  rations  at  Ludlow's  Station 
was  lS)-90(hs  of  a  dollar  per  ration  ;  that  the  in- 
ducements of  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  thti 
movement  appear  to  have  been,  to  furnish  greea 
forage  for  the  horses  and  beef  cattle  for  the  Army, 
—  ---ruct  the  soldiery  in  field  exercise  and  other 
iry  discipline,  and  to  deprive  them  of  the 
of  intoxication,  which  were  very  plentifully 

pplied  at  Fort  Washington^  and  used  to  an  ex- 
cessive d^ree  by  the  soldiery,  to  correct  the 
excessive  use  of  which  the  most  rigid  attention  to 
discipline  was  found  incompetent. 

Mr.  Hodgdon  was  appointed  Qjiartermasier 
General  in  the  month  of  March,  and  continued  at 
Philadelphia  until  the  4th  of  June ;  he  then  pro- 
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eeeded  to  Fort  Pitt,  Wheie  he  amved  the  10th  of 
the  some  numlb.  No  suffipienc  causes  hare  ap- 
peared to  the  cammitlee  to  juatLfythis  delay,  and 
his  piesence  nith  the  Army  appears  to  have  been 
essentially  necessary  previous^  to  that  time;  the 
duties  of  the  Commandei-ia'Coief  were  much  iu- 
cieaMd  ia  cousequence  of  the  absence  of  the  Q,uar- 
termas  ter  Geoeral  and  afteraoontinued  expectai  ion 
of  hi£  aiiival  at  Fort  Washingtou,  foi  more  than 
six  weeks,  the  Commander-in-Chief  gave  him  ex- 
press orders,  by  tettei,  to  lepaii  to  camp  without 
delay.  The  receipt  of  the  tettei  ia  acknowledged, 
but  the  orders  contained  therein  were  neither  an- 
swered nor  obeyed,  and  hts  arrival  at  camp  was 
not  until  the  tenth  of  September.  The  Com- 
mander-in-Chie^  ontil  that  time,  in  addition  to 
the  daties  of  his  offica  discharged  those  of  the 
duarteimaster  Oenersh  end  the  military  stores 
furnished  by  that  Department  w«re  so  deficient, 
frwu  mismanagement  aud  neglect,  that  many 
things  essential  to  the  moTements  of  the  Army, 
'weie  either  wholly  made  or  repaired  at  Port  Wash- 
ington, and  even  the  tools  for  the  artificers  to  work 
with,  the  ^uaiteim^ster  particularly  informed  the 
Commander-in-Chi^,  that  twotjomplete  traveling 


h  of  them  were  found  to  be  without  an  anvil. 
Many  other  things,  equally  necessary,  were  either 
wholly  omitted,  or  unfit  for  their  intended  a^- 

There  were  six  hundred  and  seventy-fire  stand 
of  arms  at  Fort  Washington,  the  first  of  June,  and 
most  of  them  totally  out  of  repair.  The  Com- 
mander-in-Chief appears  to  have  been  correct  and 
attentive  in  all  his  communications  with  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  and  to  have  discharged  the  vari- 
ous duties  which  devolved  upon  him  with  ability, 
activity,  and  zeaL 

The  Army  moved  from  Ludlow's  Station,  on 
the  sevedteenth  day  of  September,  aud  arrtved.at 
the  place  where  Fort  Hamilton  is  now  erected  on 

the— diyof ;  they  employed  about  fifteen 

days  building  that  fort,  and  then  proceeded  on  their 
inarch  to  the  place  where  Fort  Jefferson  is  now 
erected,  forty-four  miles  distant  from  Fort  Hamil' 
ton,  where  they  arrived  on  the day  of  Octo- 
ber, and  commenced  their  march  from  that  place 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  the  same  month ;  that  the 
Army  at  this  time  consisted  of -•-  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  fit  for  duty.  At  this 
time  the  Army  had  not  more  than  three  days  sup- 
ply of  fiour,  atid  were  sometimes  at  one-fourth,  and 
sometimes  at  one-half  allowanca  of  that  article, 
the  deficiencies  of  which  allowance  were  made  up 
by  increasinf  the  quantity  of  beef,  witn  which  they 
were  plentifully  supplied-  The  Army  w«s  de- 
layed five  or  six  days  on  the  march  from  Fort 
Jefienoo  for  the  want  of  provisions,  and  the  sea- 
son was  so  far  advanced  Uiat  sufiicient  green  fo- 
rage for  the  horses,  could  not  be  procured,  from 
which  circumstance  many  of  the  horses  were 
tally  lost,  and  others  rendered  unfit  for  service. 

The  orders  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  expedition,  were  express  and  u"  ~ 
fuivocal,  so  much  so.  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Cinu- 
mittee,  to  preclude  the  Commandet-ia-Chief  from 
uenising  any  ducretion  relatively  to  tl^at  object 


On  the  31st  of  OoWbei,  a^t  wUf  of  the  Kn- 
tucky  militia  deserted  in  a  body,  the  first  regiment 
consisting  of  about  three  hundred  effective  nni 
was  detached  with  a  view  to  corer  a  convoy  o( 
provisions  which  was  expected,  and  which  it  waa 
supposed  was  in  daitger  trom  the  deserted  toilidiR 
and  to  MBVest  further  desertions.  On  the  3d  of 
November,  after  detaching  the  first  regiment,  the  , 
Army  consisted  of  about  fourteen  himdred  eiuei- 
ire  men,  ajid  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  about  ti^jf 
an  hour  after  sunrise,  a  general  attack  was  com- 
meoeed  sod  in  a  few  minvtes  thereafiec  nearly  Uie 
whole  Army  was  surrouitded  by  the  enemy ;  the  aa- 
'■"-  loatinued  about  four  hours  during  which  sevfr- 
uuges  were  made  by  part  of  theArmy,  which 
caused  the  enemy  to  give  way,  hot  prodttced  no 
good  effect ;  the  attack  was  unexpected,  the  troops 
having  been  just  dismitsed  from  the  moriung  ^r 
rade;  it  commenced  opoo  the  militia  who  were 
in  advance  of  the  main  Army,  and  who  fled  through 
the  main  Army,  without  firing  a.  gun :  this  eip* 
cumsiance  threw  the  troop*  into  some  disorder, 
which,  it  appears,  they  never  completely  recovered 
during  the  action ;  the  fire. of  the  Army  was  con- 
stant, but  not  well  directed;  and  it  appears  that  m 
part  of  the  troops  behaved  as  well  as  coi^d  ha  ex- 
pected from  their  state  of  duuipliQe,tuid-the  mao*. 
ner  and  suddenness  of  the  attsch.  Th«  Com- 
mander-in-Chief a|ipears  to  have  been  cool  and 
deliberate  in  the  whole  of  the  action,  and  the  offi- 
cers in  geaeral  active  and  iotrepkL  The  whole 
order  ofmarch,  as  far  as  the  Committee  are  calla- 
ble of  expiessioff  an  opinion,  appears  to  have  been 
judicious,  and  the  ground  for  action  well  chosen. 
The  retreat  was  disorderly  in  the  extreme;  after 

commenced,  no  orders  were  obeyed,  iJT  any  were 
given,  the  men  having  lost  all  regard  to  discipline, 
or  control ;  all  the  precaution  appears  to  have  been 
taken  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  (h^  wounded, 
which  the  circumslant'es  of  the  case  would,  admit 
ot, 

.  The  C'^'^^n^ttee  have  had  no  competent  evi- 
dence before  them  to  ascertain  the  nniolwr  of  the 
enemy  in  action ;  there  were  various  co^ectutes 
as  to  the  number,  from  different  persons,  from  five 
hundred  the  lowest  to  one  thousand  or  twelve 
hundred  the  highest. 

Mr.  Barton,  a  witness  examined  by  the  Com- 
mittee, conversed  with  a  chief  at  Niagara  who 
was  in  the  action,  and  was  by  him  informed  that 
the  number  of  the  enemy  in  ac^n  was  one  thou- 
sand and  forty,  and  that  six  hundred  more  had 
convened,  but  were  engaged  in  hunting,  at  the 
time  of  the  action.  He  was  also  informed  that  the 
]/  had  not  collected  in  any  considerable  uun- 
until  a  few  days  before  the  action ;  this  in- 
formation appears  to  be  corroborated  by  some  other 
circumstances  sufGcieut  to  induce  a  belief  of  the 
(act  in  the  Committee. 

The  contractor  for  supplies,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  contract,  was  to  furnish  horses,  itc^tor 
the  transpiirtatioQ.  of  the  supplies;  in  this  condi- 
tion of  the  contract  there  was  a  total  &ilute,  which 
compelled  the  Commander-in-C^ief  to  direct  be< 
tween  six  and  seven  hundred  horses  to  be  pui- 
chase4l  by  Israel  Ludlow,  one  of  the  contiacloi'a 
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tgtaUi  to  draw  bills  on  Hr.  Daei.  tbe  actinjc 
eoatnctoi,  for  payment,  which  billa  endorsed 
br  the  Commaiider-in-Chief,  to  the  amoaat  of 
■bout  Beventeen  thousacd  doliiirB,  were  protested 
bj  tbe  contractor  and  paid  at  tbe  Treasurp.  Thi 
persMis  employed  by  tne  agents  of  the  coatractoi 
(0  drive  the  horses,  appear  to  have  been  totally 
-unacqtuiiiited  with  ibat  business,  and  from  the 
want  of  bells,  hopples,  and  other  necessaries  of  that 
ikind,  as  well  as  from  other  gross  mismana^meni, 
many  of  the  borsea  were  lost,  and  others  rendered 
unfit  for  semce;  from  whicn  eauses  there  ' 
not  pack-horses  sufficient  to  iransportthe  necessary 
quantity  of  flour  from  Fort  Washington,  for  the 
use  of  the  Annv  on  theii  march;  this  circum- 
■taace  retarded  tne  execution  of  the  expedition. 

The  officers,  agreeably  lu  the  terms  of  contract, 
had  an  election  of  drawing  the  whole  of  the  rations 
tu  which  their  rank  entitled  thetn.  or  of  receiving 
tbe  contract  price  of  them  in  cash ;  the  contract- 
or's agents  not  being  furnished  with  money  for 
this  purpose,  gave  rise  to  a  general  order  by  which 
the  officers  inxe  directed  to  receive  a  certificate 
from  the  contractor's  agent,  called  a  due  IhI),  of 
one  of  which  bills  tbe  fulowiiig  is  a  copy : 

"  Due  Major  H.  Gaithei  one  hnndred  and  seventy- 
thraecompleta  rations,  on  theronte  to  Miami  village,  as 
anwars  6om  Mr.  Wilaan'i  certificate. 

MATT.  EARNEST, 
1^  WIL.  DUER. 

"  PoBT  WisaiBaToa,  November  37,  17M." 

This  due  bill  issaed  upon  the  officer's  signing 
some  acknowledgment  of  satisfaction  for  his  whole 
retained  rations,  which  acknowlegroeat  of  satis- 
faction forms  a  voucher  for  settlement  to  the  con- 
tractor, with  the  Treasury  Department ;  and  the 
officer  IS  refused  payment  for  tnese  due-bills  at  the 
Pay  Office.  All  casualties,  by  which  these  evi- 
dences of  debt  become  lost  or  destroyedgare  thegain 
of  the  contractor  and  the  loss  of  the  officer. 

It  is  suggested  by  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
though  not  with  positive  certainty  that  a  sufficient 
sum  will  be  found  due  from  the  Treasury  to  the 
contractors  upon  a  final  settlement,  to  cover  all 
these  debts  to  the  officers;  the  general  order^  which 
had  the  operation  before  stated,  continued  in  force 
about  five  or  six  weeks,  and  was  abolished  about 
the  19th  of  October.  The  privates  of  the  levies 
received  but  three  dollars  pay  each,  from  the  time 
of  Aeir  respective  enlistments  to  the  time  of  their 
respective  tuscharges,  and  were  actually  discharged 
witliout  fVirtber  payor  eelClement;  notes  of  dis- 
charge were  given  ifaem,  specifying  the  time  of 
their  service  and  bearing  endorsations  rtiat  some 
advancements  had  been  made  to  them  in  account, 
without  stating  the  amount,  the  object  of  which 
is  BUgoested  to  have  been  to  prereni  transfers;  the 
intended  efi'ect  was  not  produced  by  the  measure ; 
the  notes  were  sold  for  trifling  considerations;  the 
real  sums  due  on  tbe  notes  were  various,  from  ten 
to  twenty-fifre  dollars,  and  they  were  frequently 
sold  for  five  dollars,  or  one  gallon  of  whiskey ;  the 
moneys  for  the  pay  of  the  levies,  did  not  leave 
Philadelphia  till  4lh  December,  nor  arrive  at  Fort 
Washiugton  till  3d  of  January,  1792.  Some  lime 
after  tbe  last  enlisted  lerieswere  known  to  be  en- 


titled to  their  disehaq^;  two  reasons  were  as- 
signed by  the  Secretary  of  War  fbr  this  delay  of 
nyment,  the  one  because  there  was  no  r^ular 
Paymaster  in  the  Army .  and  tbe  diffiul  ties  of  trans- 
mitting moneys  to  the  Army  at  so  great  a  distance, 
in  consequence  of  the  want  of  such  an  officer ;  the 
other  because  it  was  supposed  the  Army  would  be 
at  that  time  at  the  Miami  villa^  so  far  advanced 
in  the  wilderness  as  not  to  admit  of  tbe  practicm- 
bility  of  discharging  the  levies,  the  total  defeat  <^ 
the  Army  not  navmg  been  previously  counted 

Tbe  clothing  for  the  levies  appears  to  hare  been 
of  a  very  inferior  quality,  particularly  coats,  hat^ 
and  shoes,  tbe  last  of  which,  in  many  cases,  lasted 
not  more  than  four  days,  and  better  clothing  wax 
tumisbed  npon  their  enlisting  into  the  regular  ser- 
vice, which  was  for  a  time  countenanced  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

Various  modes  appear  to  have  been  pursued  by 
the  officers  in  enlisting  the  levies,  whicn  occasion 
great  uneasiness  and  some  confusion ;  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  Virginia  battalion  was  so  enlisted 
that  the  terms  of  their  enlistments  appear  to  have 
expired  tbe  first  of  November;  the  orders  to  the 
recruiting  officers  appear  not  to  have  been  suffi- 
ciently explicit  upon  this  point,  whether  the  terms 
of  enlistment  were  to  commence  at  tbe  time  of 
enlistment,  or  at  the  arrival  at  a  place  of  rendez- 
vous. The  militia  were  principally  substitutes, 
and  totally  ungovernable,  and  regardless  of  mili- 
tary duty  or  subordination.  It  appears  Ibat  the 
Cbmmander-in- Chief  had  it  in  contemplation  to 
cotnmence  the  expedition  at  least  one  month  ear- 
lier than  it  was  commeaced,  with  tbe  few  he  then 
bad,  which  was  not  rery  different  from  the  real 
force  in  action;  butw«s  prevented  for  the  want 
of  the  Q,uarlermaster  and  contractor,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  the  extreme  deficiencies  and  derange- 
ment of  the  business  of  their  Departments,  the  per- 
son sentforward  by  the  CLuartermaster being  totally- 
incompetent  to  the  business;  and  the  contractor^ 
agents  not  being  sufficiently  supplied  with  money 
to  enable  them  to  execute  tbeir  duties. 

It  appears  to  tbe  Committee  that  in  the  wilder- 
ness where  vegetables  are  not  to  be  bad,  and  the 
duties  of  the  soldier  uncommonly  barA  the  rations 
allowed  by  law,  if  completely  supplied,  are  insuf- 
ficient. This  ciTcmnstance,  with  others.  pToduc<Ml 
discontent  and  desertion  among  tbe  soldiers. 

It  appears  to  tbe  Committee  that  there  were 
appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Wnr  Department, 
for  the  year  1791,  the  sum  of  $653,761  61,  and  that 
there  have  been  advanced  by  the  Treasury  to 
the  War  Department,  upon  that  appropriation, 
$575,906  57  to  wit: 
February,  1791,  advanced  - 
March,        do  do 


April, 

May,  no 

June,  do 

July,  do 

August,  do 
September,  do 
October,  do 
November,  do 


-  $15,000  00 
•  46,008  20 
- 100,106  SO 

-  80,109  80 

-  55,887  44 

-  14,109  39 

-  lijsusa 

■  14,796  &3 
184  81 
107  S8 


oyGoogle 
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33,763  00 
43,562  61 
1,741  16 


Juuary,  1792,        do 
Februuy,  do  do 

March,        do  do 


Amoimtingto         -        -        -       -419,311  10 
To  which  ftdd  monejiB  borrowed 
ftmn  the  Bank  of  North  Americs,  on 
lowi,  without  interest,         -       -        -156,595  56 


576,906  57 


And  tbst  the  Tteasuif  ha»  always  Wn  in  readi- 
neaa  to  make  ibe  requisite  advancea,  upon  the  re- 
quest of  the  Secretary  ofWar.  It  doesnotappear 
to  Ibe  Committee  in  what  Buucutei  and  Co  what 
amount  these  adrancements  Itave  been  disbutsed, 
tbe  accounts  not  haring  been  yet  settled  at  the 
Treasury ;  nor  was  it  possible,  &om  the  nature  of 
tbe  ease,  that  they  conld  at  this  time  have  received 
any  conclosive  or  satisfactory  information  on  that 
pomt. 

From  the  foregoing  state  of  facts,  the  CkHsmit- 
tee  suggest  the  fMlowing  as  the  principal  causes, 
in  their  opioini,  of  the  &ilure  of  the  late  eipedi- 
tion  under  Major  General  St.  Clair. 

The  delay  in  furnishing  the  materials  for,  and 
inpesaingtheactfor  the  protection  of  the  frontiers, 
the  time  after  the  passing  of  which  was  hardly 
sufficient  to  complete  and  discipline  an  Annv  for 
■uch  an  expedition,  during  the  summer  montns  of 
tbe  same  year. 

The  delays  consequent  upon  the  gross  and  vari- 
ous mismanagements  and  n^lects  in  the  Quarter- 
master's and  Contractor's  Deparltnenta,  the  late- 
ness of  the  season  at  which  the  expedition  was 
undertaken,  the  neen  forage  haviiig  been  pre- 
viously destroyed  oy  the  frost,  so  that  a  su£Scieitcy 
of  subsistence  for  the  horses  necessary  for  the  Ar- 
my could  Dol  be  procured. 

The  w«tit  of  iliseipliae  and  experience'  in  the 
troops. 

The  Committee  conceive  it  but  justice  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  to  say,  thai  in  their  opinion, 
the  failure  of  the  late  expedition  can  in  no  respect 
be  imputed  to  his  ccoiduct,  either  at  any  time  be- 
fore or  during  the  acticm ;  but  that  as  his  conduct 
in  all  the  preparatory  arrangements,  was  marked 
with  pecuIiHT  ability  and  zeal,  so  his  conduct  dur- 
ing the  action  furni^d  strong  testimonies  of  his 
coolness  and  intrepidity. 

.  The  Committee  invest,  as  reasons  for  leaving 
the  oambeis  of  the  troops  at  particular  periods, 
asd  the  dates  of  some  lacls,  blank,  the  want  of 
sufficient  tinke  to  complete  the  Report  with  minute- 
twGS,  and  in  some  instances  the  want  of  the  neces- 
sary eridenoe. 

The  a«id  Report  being  read, 

Setolixd,  That  this  Houn  Kill,  Mrij  in  dw  next  sw- 
daa,  (nocevd  W  lake  th«  nme  into  eoniideiatioii. 


COUBT  OF  INQUISY  ON  GEN.  HAEMAH. 


a  Court  of  loqnii?,  hdd  at  the  special 
•mpmt.at  Biigadiar  Oenenl  Jmiab  Hcbkab,  to  in- 
TMtigate  hJB  aendnct  u  Comiaanding  Officer  ei  4te 


EvpeditiaD  agaiiut  the  Miami  Indians,  1700,  tiie 

same  having  been  transmitted  by  Major  General  Br. 

Claib  to  the  Secretary  of  the  United  SlatM  fbr  the 

Department  of  War. 

FoBT  Washinotok,  Sejptember  24, 1791. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  Proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry 
which  sat,  agreeably  to  the  General  Older  <»  the 
14th  instaht,  '^to  inquire  into  the  personal  conduct 
of  Brigadier  General  Habuab,  Commanding  Offi- 
cer on  the  late  expedition  against  the  Miami  In- 

The  Court  have  taken  the  utmost  pains  to  in- 
vestigate the  subjects  committed  to  them,  and  have 
expected  that  some  peisons  would  have  attended 
from  Kentucky  on  die  occasion,  as  mentioned  in 
your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  15th.  Finding  no 
pers(»al  eridence  come  iorward  liom  that  quar- 
ter, thb  day  closed  their  proceedings,  and  present 
to  your  Excellency  their  opinion,  as  specially  di- 

There  are  some  depositions  handed  in,  but  as 
they  are  not  authenticated  vra&w  the  seal  of  any 
Court  of  Record,  or  by  the  Prothonotary  of  any 
county,  the  Court  conceive  they  can  only  subjoin 
them  to  the  proceedings  for  inionuation  to  your 
Excellency,  as  they  tuve  been  to  the  Court.  They 
are  numbered  1,  2,  3,  and  4. 

I  have  the  honor  to  i»e,  with  great  respect,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  BUTLER^ 
Major  General,  Prendent. 

His  Bicellency  Maj.  Gen.  Abtbob  St.  Claib. 

Proceedinga  of  a  Court  of  hqtnry  hdd  at  fbrt 
Wtuhingtoa,  Septemier  15,  1791,  agreedbljf  to 
the  Order  of  the  i.4th  vutant,  of  which  tht  fol- 
lowing t*  a  copt/ : 

"  A  Court  of  Inquiry,  of  which  Major  Oeneiat 
BiTTLEB  is  appointed  President,  and  Lienteoant 
Colonels  Gibboit  and  Dabkb  members,  will  sit 
to-morrow  at  13  o'clock,  at  the  southeast  block- 
house, Port  Washington." 
Major  General  Richard  Butlbb,  Prendent. 
Lieutenant  Colonels  Gbobqb  Qibson,  and  Wil- 
liam Dabeb,  Membere. 

AfUrCMert. 
HBAnaDABTBBa,  September  14. 
Lieutenant  Warren,  of  the  Second  United 
States  Regiment,  is  appointed  to  record  the  pro- 
ceeding^ of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  directed  to  sit  at 
Fort  Washington  by  the  orders  of  this  day. 

W.  SARGENT,  Jc/ftdoni  General. 

The  Court  met,  agreeably  to  the  above  order, 
and  were  duly  swoni  according  to  law. 

The  following  Letter  was  read  from  his  Excel- 
lency Major  Genera]  SL  Clair,  directed  to  Major 
General  Butler,  President  of  the  Court  of  In- 
quiry: 

Fort  Washinotoh,  •September  15,  1791. 

Sir:  The  Court  of  which  you  are  appointed 
Presidttil  is  ordered  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
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into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  Qenersl  Harmir, 
the  CommaadtDg  Officer  npoK  the  late  expedition 
againal  the  Mismi  IndJans. 

In  the  course  of  your  investisatioa^  all  the  oii- 
cumstances  of  the  campaign  from  the  time  the 
Aimr  departed  until  it  retarned  to  Fort  Wafhing- 
um  are  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  These 
will  embrace  the  personal  conduct  of  the  Oenenl ; 
the  organization  of  the  Army;  the  orders  of  march, 
Nicampment,  end  battle ;  the  motives  which  in- 
fluenced the  detaohments  of  the  14th,  the  19th, 
and  31*t  of  October  j  and  whether  the  said  detaeh- 
metita  were  duty  supported^  and,  if  not,  the  rea- 
sons which  prerented  the  aaid  support.  The  Arti- 
cles of  War  specify  that  Coiuta  of  Inquiry  shall 
not  give  their  opintoa  (w  the  merits  of  any  caae, 
excepting  they  shall  be  specially  thereto  required. 
This  seems  to  be  one  of  the  cases  in  which  an 
opinion  is  requisite ;  yon  will,  therefore,  please, 
sir,  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Court  on  all  and 
erery  of  tbe  points  aboTe  specified,  and  convey 
the  same  to  me  when  the  inquiry  shall  be  closea. 

Bome  witnewea  hare  been  expected  from  Ken- 
tucky. Whether  they  will  attend  or  not,  1  oannol 
inform  the  Court ;  but  the  principal  officers  of  the 
militia  who  sevTed  in  the  Army  of  General  {far- 
mar  hare  had  notice  that  the  Oonn  wtnild  meet 
thia  day.  I  have  heard  from  none  of  them,  ex- 
cepting Lieoteikant  CtJouel  Trotter,  who  writes 
to  me  that  hia  attendanee  is  donbtful ;  that  Colonel 


Brigadier  Oeneral  Hanuar  being  caUed  upon 
for  hia  eridences,  furnished  tbe  Court  with  a  list 
of  persons ;  whereupon,  the  Court  ordered  them 
to  be  fmatiaoatd  to  attend. 

The  Conn  then  adjounied  to  meet  at  3  o'clock 
P.  M. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Tbe  Conrt  met  agreeably  to  adjournment. 

The  gentlemen  lAo  were  summoned  not  being 

ready  to  give  in  their  eTidences,  the  Court  af 

joumed  to  meet  at  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

September  16. 

The  Couil  met  agreeably  to  adjournment,  and 
Major  Ferguson  being  called  in  and  sworn,  de- 
posed as  follows:  That  sometime  about  the  15(h 
July,  it  was  determined  to  carry  on  an  expedition 
against  the  BiGami  Tillages.  One  thousand  militia 
tVom  Kentucky,  and  five  hundred  from  Pennsyl' 
nnia,  with  what  could  be  collected  of  the  Ist 
United  States  regiment,  and  one  company  of  ar- 
tillery, was  to  form  the  Army.  The  militia  from 
Kentucky  bema  to  assemble  at  Fort  Washington 
about  the  middle  of  September.  Those  were  very 
ill  equiroed,  being  almoct  destitute  at  camp  ket- 
tles and  axes  j  nor  could  a  supply  of  these  essen- 
tial articles  be  procured.  Their  arms  were  gene- 
rally Tery  bad,  and  unfit  for  service.  That,  as  he 
was  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Artillery,  they 
came  under  his  inspection,  in  making  what  repairs 
the  time  would  permit ;  and  as  a  specimen  of  their 
badness,  he  informed  the  Court  that  a  rifle  was 
brought  to  be  repaired  without  a  lock,  and  another 
without  a  stock.    That  he  asked  the  owners  what 


induced  them  to  think  that  those  gtms  eeoU 
be  repaired  at  that  time,  and  they  gave  btm  for 
answer  that  they  were  told  in  Kentucky  thmt  all 
repairs  wonld  be  made  at  Fort  Washington.  Ha- 
UT  of  die  (dScers  told  him  that  they  had  ito  idea 
of  their  being  half  the  number  of  bad  anas  in  the 
whole  District  ot  Kmtucliy  as  were  then  in  tkc 
bands  of  their  men.  As  soon  as  the  priiKiy^  pan 
of  the  Kentucky  militia  arrived,  the  Ooieral  be- 
gan to  organize  them.  In  this,  he  had  manydiflt 
cultiee  to  encounter. 

Colonel  Trotter  aspired  to  the  comBud,  (al- 
thou^  Colonel  Hardin  was  the  eldest  cOeer  J  and 
in  ttus  he  was  encouraged  both  by  men  and  <A- 
cers,  who  op«ily  declared  mless  Colonel  TraOer 
ccHnmanded  them,  they  wwdd  ratnm  bome.  At- 
ter  two  or  three  davs,  the  bnsineas  was  aettM, 
and  they  were  formed  into  three  battalions,  under 
the  cmnmond  of  Colonel  Trotter,  and  Colooel 
Hardin  had  the  command  of  all  the  militia.  Aa 
Bson  as  they  were  arranged,  they  were  mustered, 
crossed  the  Ohio,  and  oa  the  2ath  maiched  and 
encamped  about  ten  miles  frmn  Fort  WaBhington. 
The  last  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia  nrrtred  oa 
tbe  35th  of  Se[rtember.  These  were  eqo^pcd 
nearly  as  the  Kenmckians,  but  were  worse  armed, 
seTcial  were  without  any.  The  Oeneral  ordered 
all  the  arms  in  store  to  tie  delivered  to  tboae  wte 
had  none,  and  those  whose  gnns  could  not  be  t*- 

Kired.  Amongst  the  militia  were  a  greU  many 
rdly  able  to  bear  arms,  such  as  old  mfirm  dkb 
and  young  boys.  They  were  not  such  aa  might 
be  expect  from  a  frontier  oouotry,  viz :  the  smart 
active  woodsmen,  well  acenstcHned  to  anns,  eager 
and  alert  to  revenge  the  injuries  done  them  and 
their  oonnexions.  No )  there  were  a  great  num- 
ber of  them  substitutes,  ^iriio  prc^nbl^  had  never 
fired  a  gun.  Major  Paul,  of  Fomsyivaiua,  told 
him  (Major  Ferguson)  that  many  of  fabmen  were 
so  awkward  that  they  could  not  take  th«r  gun- 
locks  ofi'  to  ail  them  and  put  them  on  again,  nor 
could  they  pot  their  flints  so  as  to  be  oscnil ;  and 
even  of  such  materials  the  numbers  cante  Ear 
short  of  what  was  ordered,  as  may  be  seen  by  the 
returns. 

That,  on  the  31sl  Septnnber,  the  Oeneral,  with 
the  Continental  troops,  marched  frnn  Fort  Wash- 
ington to  join  Colonel  HanUn,  who  had  advanced 
into  the  cotmtry  for  the  s^e  of  food  for  the  eotde 
and  to  open  the  road  for  th«  artillery.  On  the  3d 
October  the  whole  Army  joined,  and  were  arranged 
in  orderof  marGh,encampmenl,andbattle.  These 
would  appear  by  the  (Merly-Book,  with  this  diSer- 


open,  was  always  to  be  filled  up  with  their  fires, 
---  -vere  any  intervals  to  be  left  betweot  fautal- 
This  wBs-done  to  prevent  in  some  mensure 
tbe  cattle  and  horses  from  getting  ont  of  onmpi 
and  the  sentineb  round  camp  had  orders  not  to 
let  (he  cattle  or  horses  pass  out  afrer  dark,  just  be- 
fore which  time  they  were  brought  withm  their 
fires.  Those  precaution^  aided  oy  the  care  and 
industry  of  Mr.  Wells  and  his  assistant^  succeed- 
ed well  in  preventing  loss  of  catde.  He  (depo- 
a*at}  WIS  infonned  mere  were  only  two  oxenust 
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{rom  the  lime  the  whole  Army  took  up  the  line  of 
march  until  it  returned  to  Port  Washmgton ;  biit 
he  was  sorry  to  say,  it  was  ttot  the  case  with  the 
pack-horses,  the  ^aeralitfj  of  the  people  enkployed 
m  that  departmenl  were  ignorant  of  iheii  duty, 
indolent,  and  inactive;  nor  was  it  in  the  power  <rf 
the  Qeneral  to  remedy  these  defects.  The  short- 
ness of  the  time  for  assemhling  and  oizanizing  the 
Army  pat  it  out  of  his  power  to  Iook  about  and 
select  fit  chancters;  he  was  of  course  obliged  lo- 
take  those  that  offered.  Aflerbewasinthe  woods, 
it  was  out  of  his  power  to  exchanfe  them  for  bet' 
ter,  and  punishmenls  for  oeglect  of  duty  were  out 
of  the  question.  The  principles  vpaa  which  th« 
horses  vere  emftloyed  induced  the  drivers  who 
were  chieflr  parties  in  the  busineiia  to  lose  and 
otherwise  destroy  them,  rather  than  return  them 
to  their  owners.  By  this  meass,  the  proprietors 
had  a  hish  appraisement  paid  them  for  their  horses 
apd  dai^  pay  for  services  until  they  were  lost. 
By  adding  to  the  above  the  negligence  of  sentl- 
nels,  he  accounted  for  the  number  of  horses  lost, 
which,  in  bis  opinitw,  it  was  out  of  General  Har- 
mar's  power  to  prevent 

After  the  Army  was  arranged,  they  continued 
their  march,  wiukout  any  material  occurrence, 
until  the  I3th,  when  the  horse  fell  in  with  two 
Indians,  and  took  one  of  them  prisoner,  who  in- 
formed them  that  the  Indians  were  not  in  force  at 
the  Maumee  village.    This  day  they  reached  a 


guide,  had  lived.  He  informed  that  the  village 
was  about  ten  leagues  distant  From  this  place, 
on  the  morning  of  the  litb,  Colobel  Hardin  wai 
detached,  with  six  hundred  men,  to  endeavor  to 
surprise  the  Miami  village.  The  Army  moved  at 
the  same  time,  and,  although  it  rained  the  whole 
day^  they  continued  their  march  with  diligence 
until  late.  The  horse  were  ordered  to  be  tied  up 
this  nifht,  to  enable  the  Army  to  move  early  the 
next  £ty,  which  it  did.  This  diligence  of  the 
Army  on  its  march  induced  him  to  believe  the 
General  was  endeavoriitg  to  guard  against  any 
dwaster  that  might  happen  lo  Colonel  Hardin, 
which  he  was  tyi  opinion  would  have  been  in  his 
power  J  for  Colonel  Hardin  had  not  gained  more 
than  four  miles  of  the  Army  on  the  first  day's 
march. 

On  the  17th,  the  army  arrived  at  the  Miami 
village.  Here  were  evident  signs  of  the  enemy 
having  quitted  the  piace  in  the  greatest  confusion. 
Indian  dews  and  cows  came  into  their  camp  this 
day,  whichinduced  the  belief  that  the  &mjlieswere 
not  &ir  off.  A  party  of  three  hundred  men,  with 
three  days'  provisions,  under  the  command  of  Co- 
lonel Trotter,  was  ordered  (as  he  understood)  to 


ind  their  camp,  but,  con- 


meet  the  General's  approbation,  and  Colonel  Har- 
din, anxious  for  the  character  of  his  countrymen, 
wiuied  to  have  the  command  of  the  same  detochr 
ment  for  the  remaining  two  days,  which  was 
given  him.  This  eommuid  marched  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  19th,  and  was  ibe  same  day  shamefhUy 


defeated.  Colonel  Hardin  told  him  fdeponeat) 
that  the  number  which  attacked  him  aid  not  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  that,  had  kU  peo- 
ple fought,  or  even  made  a  show  oi  forming  to 
Dght,  he  was  certain  the  Indians  would  have  run. 
But.  on  the  Indians  firing,  which  was  at  a  great 
distance,  the  militia  ran,  nuiobcrs  throwing  aw«y 
their  arms ;  not  could  he  ever  rally  them.  Major 
Ray  confirmed  the  same.  He  did  not  know  what 
influenced  the  detachment  on  the  21sl ;  but,  tram 
the  enemy  being  flushed  with  success  on  the  Idth, 
it  became  necessary,  if  in  his  power,  to  give  them 
a  check,  to  prevent  the  ATmjr  from  being  harassed 
Da  its  return,  wkuch  tltey  might  have  d<me,  will 
readily  be  granted  by  every  one  who  has  the  Imut 
knowledge  of  the  Indians,  and  an  Army  encum- 
bered with  cattle  and  pack-horses,  much  worn 
down ;  and,  although  the  detachment  was  not  so 
fortunate,  as  was  reasoDaUy  to  have  been  expect- 
ed, yet  he  firmly  believed  it  prevented  the  savages 
from  annoying  their  rear,  as  they  never  made  tfeir 
appearance  siter.  Witk  respect .  to  supporting 
that  detachment,  which  consistedof  four  hundred 
chosen  troops,  he  always  believed  than  superior 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  IiMlians,  the  greatest  num- 
ber yet  discovered,  had  it  not  been  for  miseondnct 
and  disobedience  of  orders  by  the  officers  who 
were  on  the  command.  He  understood  that  Ma- 
jor Eay's  battalion  had  been  advanced  to  cover 
them,  which  was  as  many  as  could  possibly  have 
been  spared,  taking  into  view  that  those  in  camp 
could  not  be  depended  on,  and  many  were  without 
arms,  having  thrown  them  away.  To  support 
the  whole  Army  was  impcactioable,  the  pack-hones 
beinsweak  ana  greatly  reduced  in  numbers  j  the 
ariiUery  horses  very  much  reduced,  and  anaUe  to 
undergo  much  more  fatigue,  but  at  the  certain 
loss  of  the  artillery )  as  it  was,  they  were  obliged 
to  send  to  Fort  Waabingtwi  for  horses  to  assist  in 
hauling  it  in.  The  march  of  the  Army  was  regu- 
lar ana  well  conducted  as  was  possible  to  be  done 
with  miliiia.  With  respect  to  the  General's  con- 
duct, report  says  that  he  was  intoxicated  all  the 
campaign,  and  unable  to  execute  the  important 
duties  of  nis  staiioo.  He  (deponent)  had  men- 
tioned his  commanding  the  artillery,  which  was 
posted  at  the  head  of  the  centre  column,  and  here 
the  Qeneral  chiefly  was  during  the  march.  Of 
course  he  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and  being 
with  him  through  the  day.  In  the  morning  he 
received  his  onlers  from  him,  and,  when  they 
halted  to  encamp,  he  chieflr  pointed  out  the  ground 
where  the  artillery,  should  be  posted.  His  duty 
called  him  often  to  his  tent  before  they  marched 
in  the  morning,  and  after  they  halted  in  the  even- 
ing ;  in  short,^ad  he  been  ^van  to  drnnkennass, 
he  had  as  good  an  opportumty  of  seeina  it  as  any 
other  officer  in  the  Army.  Yet  he  declared,  that, 
from  their  leaving  Fort  Washiagton  until  their 
return,  he  never  saw  General  Harmar  intoxicated, 
or  so  as  to  render  him  unfit  for  the  execution 
of  any  duties.  In  him,  and  his  abilities  as  an  offi- 
cer, he  placed  thegreatest  confidence,  never  doubt- 
ing in  his  orders,  out  obeying  with  cheerfutness, 
bemg  conscious  they;  were  the  produeiioa  of  ex- 
perience and  sound  judgment. 
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Court  of  Inquiry  on  Generai  Earmar. 


duesttoa  first  b^  the  Coun.  What  weie  youi 
reasons  for  thinking  pUQisbmeiit  for  neglect  of 
dot;  out  of  the  question  7 

Answer.  The  state  of  the  AnuT  being  such  that 
it  obliged  the  Geaeral  not  to  do  anything  that 
would  tend  to  irritate  the  militia. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Is  it  your  opinion  that 
theorgaaizBtionof  the  Army  was  a  judicious  one; 
such,  alone,  as  was  well  ealculated  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  troops  7 

Answer.  It  iu  my  opinion  that .  it  wbs  the  most 
jtidicious  organization  that  could  be  made,  and 
calculated  for  the  interest  of  the  United  Slatea. 

(Question  by  the  Court.  Is  it  your  opinion  tliat 
the  order  of  encampment  was  a  judicious  one, 
and  that  the  extreme  parts  were  so  disposed  as 
were  calculated  to  give  security  to  the  Army  and 


:s  appendages  1 
Answer.  1  thini 


Answer.  1  think  no  better  disposition  could  have 
been  made. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  yon  think  the  order 
of  battle  calculated  so  as  to  have  been  easy  of  ex* 
ecution  and  easily  formed  1 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  best  that  could  hare 
been  formed,  and  well  calculated  for  covering  the 
...  r.i_  . 


tpendages  of  the  Army  7 
Sluesnonbyil     " 


y  the  Court.  Do  you  know  the  Qe- 
neral's  motives  for  making  the  detachments  of  the 
14th,  19th,  and  31st  October  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  General's  motives 
for  making  the  detachment  of  the  14ih,  btlt  I  sup- 
pose it  was  for  the  purpose  of  Rurprisin^  the  Mau- 
mee  village,  as  we  had  taken  an  Indian  the  day 
before^  who  gave  us  information  that  the  Indians 
were  m  great  confusion  there,  and  that  they  were 
not  in  force,  and  very  much  divided  in  their  coun- 
cils. We  expected  to  surprise  them  before  they 
separated. 

Question  by  the  Court.  What  were  the  move- 
ments of  the  Army  after  that  detachment  was 
made? 

Answer.  We  continued  our  march  next  day 
unlit  an  express  arrived  to  inform  us  that  the  In- 
dians had  evacuated  the  village,  when  we  baited. 

Question  by  the  Court.  What  was  the  distance 
between  the  main  body  and  the  detachment  7 

Answer.  About  four  miles. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Do  you  think  that  the 
Army  was  within  supporting  distance  when  the 
detachment  was  made  7 

Answer.  On  the  first  day  we  were. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  know  what  in- 
duced the  General  to  make  the  detachment  of 
the  19th7 

Answer.  The  day  preceding  that  on  which  the 
detachment  was  mad&  Indian  dc^,  and  cattle 
came  into  our  camp,  wnich  led  us  to  believe  the 
Indians  were  near  us,  more  especially  as  they  had 
left  their  village  in  such  haste.  I  suppose  it  was 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  country  around 
the  camp.  A  detachment  of  three  hundred  men, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Trotter,  with  three 
days'  provision,  was  made  on  the  18th,  with  orders 
to  continue  out  three  days,  but  which,  neverthe- 
less, returned  into  camp  tne  same  evening.  The 
Geitera]  appeared  dispfeased  at  their  disohedience 


of  orders.  Colonel  Hardin,  wishing  to  relrieTC 
the  character  of  the  militia,  asked  the  General's 
permission  to  take  out  the  same  detachment  on 
the  19th,  which  was  granted. 

Question  by  the  Court  What  motives  led  Col- 
onel Hardin  at  such  a  distance  as  filWn  miles 
from  camp  7 

Answer.  I  understood  that  he  got  <hi  the  traik 
of  the  Indians,  and  that  he  bad  discovered  an  In- 
dian on  horsetack  about  one  mile  from  where  be 
fell  in  with  their  main  body. 

Question  by  the  Conrt.  Upon  hearing  of  the 
defeat  of  that  detachment,  did  you  understand  that 
the  General  ordered  any  support? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  he  did;  the  first  in- 
telligence of  the  defeat  was  brought  us  by  thoae 
who  were  defeated,  late  in  die  evening. 

Question  br  the  Conrt  Do  you  know  the  mo- 
tives for  the  detachment  of  the  21st,  either  from 
the  General  himself,  or  any  of  his  confidoitial 
officers? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  from  the  General;  bat 
it  was  my  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  other  officers, 
that  the  deieat  of  the  19th  had  so  panic-struck  the 
Army,  that  bad  the  Indians  attacked  on  the  retreat 
it  might  have  been  lost,  which  induced  the  Gen- 
eral to  send  the  detachment  in  the  rear. 

Question  by  the  Conrt.  Had  the  General  or- 
dered another  detachment  upon  thegroimd  where 
the  defeat  of  the  19lh  happened,  do  von  think  the 
militia  would  have  gone,  or  would  tney  have  mu- 
tinied? 

Answer.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  they 
would  not  have  gone. 

Question  by  Uie  Court.  With  respect  to  the 
generai  conduct  of  General  Harroar,  in  the  eotuse 
of  the  campaign,  is  it  your  opinion  that  it  was  ju- 
dicious, and  in  every  respect  commendable? 

Answer.  I  do  think  it  was  perfectly  so ;  I  hare 
the  greatest  confidence  in,  and  good  opinion  of, 
his  military  abilities. 

Captain  Strong  bebg  sworn,  deposed:  That  he 
knew  of  no  circumstance  during  toe  whole  cam- 
paign that  could  in  his  opinion  affect  the  military 
character  of  the  General;  that  the  organizatim  of 
the  Army  appearedtohis  judgment  extremely  ju- 
dicious, and  such  he  believed  was  the  general 
opinion  of  the  officers ;  that  the  order  of  the  inarch 
seemed  to  him  no  less  judicious  and  military  in 
all  parts ;  that  the  order  of  encampment  and  battle 
met,  if  he  mistook  not,  with  the  approbation  of 
every  officer  able  to  judge  of  it ;  that  the  motives 
which  influenced  the  detachments  of  the  14tli. 
I9th,  and  21si  October,  appeared  to  hisa  to  be  a 
question  that  could  only  be  answered'by  the  Gen- 
eral, or  perhaps  by  his  confidential  officers,  or  those 
more  immediately  attached  to  bis  person ;  that  he 
bad  reason  to  believe  that  those  detachments  were 
not  properly  supported,  but  it  was  his  opinion,  at 
the  same  time,  that  tne  fault  lay  not  with  the 
General,  who  had  given  orders  in  each  case  that 
were  not  complied  with,  at  least  until  it  was  too 
late. 

Question  by  the  Court.  With  respect  to  support 
in  the  action  of  the  31$t  was  there  any  support 
ordered  that  you  know  of  7 
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Court  <^  hiquiry  on  General  Bamar. 


Answer.  1  ma  pnauit  when  th«  ordet 
given  to  Major  Rav  to  move  with  lus  baualioa  to 
support  Major  Wyllyp. 

ftaestion  by  tbe  Court  Do  you  know  what 
distance  they  marched  for  that  purpose,  or  how 
long  they  were  gone  from  the  Army  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  perfectly  how  long, 
but  I  think  itwas  not  lonf. 

Question  b^  Oenenl  Harmar.  Is  J  t  your  opinion 
that  the  making  the  detachment  under  Major 
WyUys  was  aUended  with  good  oonaeqaeoces  '- 
the  Army,  or  ooti 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  attended  widi  useful 
,  consequences  to  the  Army. 

The  Court  then  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Tbbbg  o'clock,  p.  M. 

Tbe  Court  met  agreeably  to  adjournment. 

Lieutenant  Hartshom  was  sworn,  and  deposed: 
That  he  koew  of  no  circumstance  during  the 
wiiole  campaign  that  could,  in  hii  opinion,  affect 
the  military  conduct  of  tbe  General ;  that  the  or~ 
ganizatioa  of  the  Army  appeared  to  his  judgment 
extremely  judiciouB,  and  such,  he  belieTed,wasthe 
general  opinion  of  the  officers;  that  the  order  of 
naarch  seemed  to  him  no  less  judicious  and  mili- 
tnrv  in  all  its'  parts ;  that  the  order  of  encampment 
and  battle  met,  if  he  mistook  not  widi  the  appro- 
bation of  every  officer  able  to  judge  «f  it ;  that  the 
modTes  which  influenced  the  detaehments  of  the 
14th,  19th,  and  21st  of  October,  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  qnestion  that  could  only  m  answered  by 
tbe  Oenetal,  and  perhaps  b^  bis  confidenbal  offi- 
cers, or  those  more  immediately  attached  to  bis 
person ;  that^  as  to  the  question  of  support,  he  had 
leasm  to  believe  the  detachment  was  not  properly 
supported,  but  it  was  bis  opinion,  at  the  aame  time, 
that  (he  &tilt  lay  not  with  the  Qeneral,  who  had 
given  orders  in  each  ease  that  was  not  complied 
with,  at  least  until  it  was  too  late. 

QueatioD  by  the  C>ourt.  Do  yOn  know,  sir,  in 
the  eourw  of^  the  campaign,  from  the  time  the 
Army  lef^  Fort  Washington  tmti]  its  letum  to  that 
place,  any  circumstance  that  could  militate  against 
the  military  character  of  the  General  t 

Answer.  I  know  of  none. 

Question  by  tbe  Court.  Do  yon  know  of  any 
unnecesttry  delays? 

Answer.  None  at  all;  far  from  it;  every  thing 
was  done  to  get  forward  the  Army. 

^estion  by  the  Court.  Does  any  instance  oi 
inebriety  in  the  General  come  within  ^ont  know- 
ledge, during  the  course  of  the  campaign? 

Answer.  I  know  of  none. 

^nestion  by  the  Court.  Bo  far  as  you  are  a 
judge  of  the  organization  of  the  Army,  do  you 
think  it  was  proper  and  jadicious  1 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  could  judge,  1  think  it  was 
extremely  judicious. 

QnesLon  by  the  Court.  Had  you  any  cooversa- 
tion  with  the  officers  of  the  Army  on  the  subject 
of  the  organization  of  the  Armvl 

Answer,  i  had ;  and  with  those  who  1  think 
were  judges,  who  thoueht  it  to  be  very  good. 

QoestioQ  by  die  Comrt  Did  the  amuigement 
of  march  appear  to  be  so  connected  as  to  be  able 
to  support  each  other  in  case  of  attack  1 


Answer.  1  think  it  did^  and  seemed  no  less  ju- 


Q,uestioD  by  the  Court.  Did  the  extreme  parts 
of  the  encampment  appear  to  be  so  formed  as  to 
be  competent  to  cover  tlie  main  body  of  tbe  Army 
in  case  of  attack  by  the  enemy  7 

Answer.  Perfectly  so. 

QjieatiiHi  by  the  Court.  Was  you  in  the  first  en- 
gagement of  the  Army  ? 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  action  of  the  19tb  of 
October. 

Question  by  theCourt.  Wasyou  in  thedetach- 
mentof  the  14tb? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question  by  (he  Court.  Did  the  order  of  battle, 
on  the  19th,  appear  to  you  to  be  a  judicious  one  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  not  a  ju<£cions  one. 

^estion  by  the  Court.  Who  was  the  officer 
who  commanded  the  tooops  in  that  action? 

Answer.  Colonel  Hardin. 

Question  by  the  Court.  In  what  manner  did 
you  attack  the  enemy ;  was  it  in  columns,  or  did 
yon  display  in  any  regular  order? 

Answer.  We  were  attacked  in  front  of  columns. 

Queetion  by  the  Court.  When  you  were  at' 
lacked,  were  you  ordered  to  display,  or  form  in 
any  regular  order? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  Court.  In  nhaX  manner  did 
you  oppose  tbe  enemy  when  you  were  attacked? 

Answer.  By  endeavoring  u  form  the  line  to 
charge  them. 

Question  by  the  Court.  What  troops  came 
within  ^our  notice  that  att<sapted  to  form  when 


trged? 


Not  more  than  thirty  Federal  trot^ 
and  ten  militia- 
Question  by  the  Court.  How  many  militia  had 
you? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question  br  the  Court.  What  beenme  of  the 
rest  of  themilitial 

Answer.  Tbey  gave  way  and  tan. 

Qaestion.  Do  you  think  that  it'  the  militia  in 
that  action  had  been  properly  formed,and  in  time, 
that  ifaey  would  have  been  suffident  to  have  beat 
tbe  enemy? 

Aiuwer.  They  were. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Do  you  know  the  mo- 
tives for  makmg  the  detadwtent  on  the  14th? 

Answer.   It  was  supposed  for  the  purpose  of 

lining  the  Maumee  village  before  the  Indians 

ft  it,  as  we  were  informed  they  were  preparing 

leave  it. 

Question  by  the  Court,  b  that  your  ovm  opinion? 

Answer.  It  is,  and  was  the  general  opinion  in 

Question  by  the  Court.  What  was  the  result  of 
the  action  <tt  the  19ih}  were  the  Contiirental 
troops  and  the  ten  militia  defeated  ? 

Answer.  They  were  cnt  to  [aeoes,  except  six 

^estion  by  the  Court.  Do  yon  know  from 
headquarters,  or  liom  any  ^incipal  officers  of  the 
Army,  what  were  the  motives  for  making  the  de- 
tachment of  the  19th  1 
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Camt  tflnqmry  on  Qtneral  Bannar. 


Aamv«r.  It  was  for  th« 
partj  of  Indians,  whose  tn 
Question  by  the  Court.  Wu  there  waj  kttempt 


laade  to  support  [hat  detachnent  from  die  mun 
bodrf 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  oT. 

Cluestion  by  the  Court.  What  was  the  distance 
between  dw  maio  body  of  the  Army  and  the  de- 
tachment attacked? 

Answer.  Pourteen  or  fifteen  milee. 

Question  by  the  Court  Prom  the  conduct  of 
the  miitlia,  do  ycu  think  that  the  Qenerel  had  a 
tight  to  expect  any  great  support  from  them,  if  he 
had  been  attacked  1 

Answer.  1  don't  think  he  had. 

Question  by  die  Court.  Was  you  in  the  action 
of  the  SlM? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Q,uesdon  by  the  Court.  Do  yoa  know  the  mo- 
tives for  making  the  detachment  ^  the  21itf 

Answer.  It  was  for  the  purpeee  of  seeing  if  any 
Indians  were  in  the  rillise. 

Question  by  Qen«»}  mramr.  Did  yon  not  ihiiA 
thattbe  detaonment  tent  back  under  Major  Wrllys 
competent  to  engage  any  body  of  the  enemy  ? 

Answer.  It  was  siAueK  tor  any  body  of  In- 
dians in  that  country. 

Question  by  Qeneral  Harmar.  To  what  cause 
was  it  owing  that  the  detachment  did  not  succeed 
so  perfeetlyas  I  eonld  hare  wished  fbri 

Answer.  Because  they  did  not  i^y  your  or- 
ders, they  did  not  march  at  the  time  they  were 
directed. 

Qneatkn  by  Oenenl  Harmar.  Upon  the  fintt 
intelUgence,  do  you  recollect  any  snppott  1  or- 
dered? 

Answer.  1  recollect  you  ordered  a  battalion,  I 
think  vnder  Mi^r  Ray. 

Ensign  Morgan  being  sworn,  deposed  as  ftl- 
loweth:  That,  as  he  dia  not  Join  the  Army  under 
the  eomnMod  of  Oeneral  Harmar  until  the  13lh 
October,  he  was  unacquainted  with  its  [irogreea 
'  until  that  time,  when  the  Army  appeared  in  good 
order;  as  he  was  an  Ensign,  and  carried  thi 
standard  every  fourth  or  fifth  day  after  hisjoinini 
the  Army,  he  was  frequently  near  the  deoeral 
and  always  observed,  as  &r  as  be  could  judge,  the 
greatest  propriety  of  conduct;  as  to  the  oiganiza- 
tion  of  the  Army,  the  order  of  march,  encamp- 
ment, and  batde,  they  are  peifccdy  explained  in 
the  general  wders ;  as  to  the  motives  which  io- 
flnenced  the  General  in  sending  out  the  difl^ent 
detachment*  of  the  14th,  IBtb,  and  £lsl,  he  was 
unacquainted ;  the  opinion  he  took  up  concerning 
the  one  of  the  14(h,  was,  that  the  Ooieral  finding 
the  Amy  disoorered,  resolved  to  make  a  push  for 
the  towns  before  they  were  abandoned,  and,  as  he 
eetdd  not  do  it  with  his  whole  Army,  formed  the 
detaduaent  on  the  Utb  under  Colonel  Hardin; 
the  motive  for  the  detachment  of  the  19th,  he  was 
ntlerly  Dnacqnainted  with;  tbalof  theSlst,  a*  he 
suppcned.  was  to  pick  up  any  straggling  Indians 
who  mirat  have  come  to  the  towns,  to  see  what 
Uwy  bad  been  about,  but  without  an  idea  of  the 
Indians  beiu  in  force. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Do  you  think  that  the 


of  militia  that  were  attached  tn  Unje 
'y&vs>  detachment  was  sofficient  to  have  f 


Oj -       - 

feated  the  Indians  if  they  had  done  their  dnty? 
Answer.  If  they  had  been  together,!  think  diey 

^estioB  by  the  Goart  What  time  did  you  re- 
tuns  to  the  Army  from  the  action  of  the  ftlst? 

Answer.  About  9  o'clock,  P.  M-i  the  actkn 
commenced  soon  after  day-li^ht. 

Qnestion  by  the  Court  Did  yon  see  any Aing 
of  dte  detaclunent  nnder  Major  Ray  on  your  re- 
lomi 

Answer.  I  saw  only  a  parl^  three  nilee  from 
the  camp,  nnder  Captain  Cinig,  that  wen  going 
to  our  support 

Question  by  the  Court  What  was  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  militia  after  they  returned  lo  the 
Army ;  were  diey  well  afieetad  to  the  service  ud 
orderly  1 

Answ«.  1  think  they  weie  very  disorderly,  awl 
very  inalteutive  to  their  duty,  aiM  soma  e^or- 
ances  of  miuiny  amnng  them,  with  bodi  Aeets 
and  men,  and  turned  out  upon  one  occastna,  pu- 
utiolarly,  to  oppow  a  ponishment  that  had  been 
ordered  by  the  OnneniL 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  renembcr  any 
thing  of  Gea«al  Hannar's  ordering  his  cnnntK  to 
fire  upon  them  T 

Answer.  I  remenbcr  that  Genend  Harmar  enee 
said,  that  if  the  militia  behaved  again  in  so  scanda- 
lous a  inanner,  that  he  would  order  his  cannon  to 
fire  DO  them. 

Ensign  Biltt  being  sworn,  d^naed:  That,widi 
reqiect  to  the  personal  eondvct  of  General  Har- 
mar, he  knew  that  be  was  indefttigaUe  in  makiH 
artangemenn  for  the  exeoution  oftke  plana  whidi 
bad  been  foimed  for  the  ezpeditieii ;  and  he  also 
knew  thftt  the  difficulties  were  great  which  the 
General  had  to  encouiUsr  in  ornniiiag  the  mili- 
tia, and  in  endeavoring  to  estabOsh  thai  hannony 
which  was  wanting  in  their  commanding  officers, 
Cotonels  Hfrdio  uid  Trotter,  which  he  aeeem- 
pli^ed  anparently  lo  their  satisfaction ;  that  he 
was  at  all  times  diligent  in  attending  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  in  the  difierent  departmcats  of 
the  ATmy,aDd  that  be  was  always  ready  to  attend 
to  such  occurrences  as  were  consMoent  lo  the 
same,  and  the  necessary  exations  to  hare  bis  or- 
ders carried  into  exeoutitm  were  not  wanting ;  bnt 
that  thesre  were  great  deficiencie*  on  the  part  of 
the  militia,  either  owing  to  the  want  of  antbority 
in  some  of  their  officers,  or  from  their  ignorance 
or  inattention ;  that  (he  Keoetaliiy  of  them  sentce- 
Iv  deserved  the  name  of  anything  like  scddiets; 
thai  they  were  mostly  substitutes  for  others,  iriio 
had  nothing  to  stimulate  them  to  do  their  duty; 
that,  as  to  the  dispositions  for  the  order  aS  match, 
form  of  encampmem,  and  order  of  hatde,  they 
were  matters  which  he,  being  a  yoimg  offioer. 
could  say  little  about ;  he  presumed  they  would 
answer  for  themselves;  that  tbe  Oenenl's  mo- 
tives for  detaching  Ctdonel  Hardin  on  the  14th 
October,  when  they  were  told  they  were  but  tea 
leagues  from  die  Indian  towns,  he  supposed  to  be, 
from  inftMinatioB  they  leceived  bya  pritaBer  who 
was  taken  on  tbe  13tbj  that  the  iuAaus  at  the 
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.Maumee  Tillage  were  in  great  consteniatien  and 
confusion,  and  the  prosjKcts  were,  they  miffht  be 
easily  defeated  if  found  m  that  lituation ;  that,  io 
order  to  support  this  detachment,  the  horses  of  the 
Army  were  ordered  to  be  tied  up  at  night,  so  that 
the  whole  Amy  might  be  ready  to  march  early  in 
the  momins.  which  was  done  accordingly  i  and 
that,  when  Colonel  Hardin  reached  the  villaee, 
the  main  body  was  not  more  than  five  or  sis  miles 
in  his  rear;  that  the  detachment  under  Colonel 
Trotter  was  ordered  to  reconnoitre  for  three  days 
the  neighborhood,  tp  endeavor  to  find  out  the  sa- 
rages,  who  had  fled  from  theii  towns;  that  this 
party  returned  the  evening  of  the  same  day  they 
started,  and  next  morning  Colonel  Hardin  marched 
'  with  the  same  party  and  fell  in  with  the  Indians; 
that  an  engagement  ensued,  in  which  he  was 
routed,  owing  to  the  cowardly  behaviour  of  the 
militia  under  hia  command;  that  the  motives 
which  be  conceired  led  to  detaching  the  party 
under  Major  Wylljrs,  on  the  SIst,  were  that  the 
Indians,  baring  avoided  engaging  the  whole  Army, 
would  collect  at  their  towns,  and  harass  the  rear 
and  flanks  as  much  as  possible  on  its  return,  and  a 
stroke  at  them  before  they  could  assemble  in  large 
bodies,  would  prevent  their  doing  it  with  much 
effect ;  that  the  pwiy  accordingly  met  with  the 
Indians,  and  a  battle  followed,  in  which  numbers 
%'ere  killed  on  both  sides;  that  the  moment  the 
news  of  this  arrived  in  camp,  Major  Ray,  with  hb 
battalion  of  Kentucky  militia,  was  ordered  to 
march  to  the  support  of  Major  Wyllys,  but  that 
he  did  not  proceed  far  before  ne  returned. 

Cluestioo  by  the  Court.  Did  you,  at  any  time 
in  the  course  of  the  campaign,  perceive  that  Gen- 
eral Harmar  was  intoxicated? 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  I  lived  in  the  General'; 
family,  and  should  have  known  it,  had  anything 
ot  that  kind  happened. 

Doctor  Allison  being  sworn,  deposed:  That  the 
organization  of  the  Army,  the  orders  of  march,  en- 
campment, and  battle,  were  questions  which  would 
be  more  amply  answered  by  a  reference  to  the 
Orderly  Book^  than  they  could  be  from  the  mere 
relation  of  an  individual,  or  from  any  other  official 
information;  that,  as  to  the  motives  which  in- 
fluenced the  detachments  of  the  Uth^  19th.  and 
^st  October,  those  were  questions  which,  it  an- 
swered at  all,  must  be  mei^y  speculative  opinions, 
which  it  -was  not  always  prudent  to  divulge, 
would  they,  in  his  judgment,  be  admitted  as 
deuce,  or  even  perused  hy  any  tribunal,  imd  there- 
fore were  nugatory ;  as  he  bad  not  the  bonoT  of 
being  in  the  Cabmet,  it  was  utterly  ont  of  his 
power  to  give  any  other;  that,  as  soon  as 
news  arrived  of  the  misfortune  of  the  third  de- 
tachment, a  reinforcement  was  immediately  or- 
dered by  the  General,  but  whether  it  actually  set 
out,  ottrtiat  induced  it  to  return,  he  could  not  say, 
or  whether  sufficiently  strong,  he  did  not  conceive 
himself  a  judge;  his  situation  as  surgeon  pre- 
vented a  mmute  attention  to  every,  or  indeed  any 
of  the  arrangements  of  the  Army ;  yet,  as  far  as 
they  came  within  his  view  or  knowledge,  they 
were  judicious  and  uniform ;  that  every  attention 
was  paid  to  the  Army,  by  the  Genera^  in  every 


;  that  every  step  n 


taken  by  him  that 
prudence  and  military  knowledge  could  surest, 
the  circumstances  of  the  Army  would  permit,  or 
that  necessity  required. 

Lieutenant  Denny  being  sworn,  deposed:  That 
General  Harmar  began  hjs  preoarations  for  the 
campaign  soon  ai\er  the  15th  July,  and  that  every 
day  was  employed  in  the  most  industrious  man- 
ner; that  the  calculations  for  provisions,  horaes, 
and  stores  were  immediately  made  out,  and  orders 
given  accordingly  ;  that  great  exertions  were  used 
by  Captain  Ferguson  to  get  in  readiness  the  artil- 
lery and  mihtary  stores;  and,  indeed,  every  officer 
was  busily  engaged,  under  the  eye  of  the  Gteneral, 
in  fitting  out  necessary  matter  for  the  expedition, 
but  particularly  the  Q,nartermBst«f — not  a  mo- 
ment's time  appeared  to  be  lost;  13tb  and  16th 
September,  the  Kentuc^  militia  arrived,  but  in- 
stead of  seeing  active  riflemen,  such  as  is  sujHpDsed 
to  inhabit  the  ftontiers,  they  saw  a  parcel  of  men, 
young  in  the  country,  and  totally  inexperiencea 
m  the  business  they  came  upOn,  so  much  so  that 
many  of  them  did  not  even  know  how  to  keep 
their  arms  in  firing  order ;  indeed,  their  whole  ob- 
ject seemed  to  be  nothing  more  than  to  see  the 
country,  without  rendering  any  service  whatever. 
A  great  many  of  their  gims  wanted  repairs ;  anci, 
as  mey  conla  not  put  them  in  order,  our  artificers 
were  obliged  to  be  employed ;  a  considerable 
number  came  without  any  guns  at  all;  Kenxucky 
seemed  as  if  she  wished  to  com^y  with  the  re- 
q^uisitions  of  Government  as  ineuectually  as  pos- 
sible, for  it  was  evident  that  about  two-thirds  of 
the  men  served  only  to  swell  their  numbers— lOth 
September^  a  small  detachment  of  Pennsylvania 
militia  arrived,  and  the  35th  of  September  Major 
Doughty,  with  two  companies  of  Federal  troops, 
joined  them  from  Muskingum.  Governor  St 
Clair  had  arrived  from  New  York  the  22d,  and 
the  remains  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia  came  on 
the  25tb.  The  militia  last  mentioned  were  simi- 
tar to  the  other — too  many  substitutes.  The  Gen- 
eral lost  no  lime  in  organizing  them,  though  he 
met  with  many  diffic^ties — the  Colonels  were 
disputing  for  the  commandj  and  the  one  most  po- 
pular was  least  entitled  to  it.  The  General's  oe- 
sien  was  to  reconcile  all  parties,  which  be  accom- 
pUshed  after  much  trouble.  The  Eentnckians 
composed  three  battalions,  under  M^ors  HalL 
McMullen,  and  Ray,  with  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Commandant  Trotter  at  their  head.    The  Penn- 

Slvanians  were  formed  into  one  battalion  under 
eutenant  Colonel  Trubey  and  Major  Paul,  the 
whole  to  he  commanded  by  Colonel  John  Hardin, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  General  Harmar.  That, 
on  the  36th  of  SeptembeTj  the  militia  marched  on 
the  route  towards  the  Indian  towns ;  the  30th,  the 
General  having  got  forward  all  the  supplies  thM 
he  expected,  he  moved  out  with  the  Federal 
troops,  formed  into  two  small  battalions  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Major  Wyllys  and  Major 
Doughty,  together  with  Captain  Ferguson's  com- 
pany of  artillery,  and  three  pieces  of  ordnance. 
On  the  3d  of  October,  General  Harmar  joined  the 
advanced  troops  early  in  the  morning;  the  lamain- 
ing  part  of  the  day  was  spent  in  forming  the  Una 


APPENDIX. 


Omrl  of  Inquiry  on  OenertU  J^irmar. 


of  march,  the  order  of  eneampmeDl  and  battle, 
and  explaiuine  the  same  to  the  militia  field  offi- 
cers. Oeneral  Haimat's  orders  will  show  the 
several  fonnalioiis.  Od  the  4th,  the  Army  took 
op  the  order  of  match,  as  is  described  in  the  or- 
ders. On  the  5th.  a  reinforcement  of  horsemen 
and  mouQlcd  infantry  joined  from  Kentucky. 
The  dtaeoons  were  formed  into  two  troops;  the 
inounteif  riflemen  made  a  company,  and  this  small 
battalion  of  light  troops  were  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Fonlamc.  The  whole  of  General 
Harmar's  command,  then,  ma^  be  staftd  thut 
3  battalions  of  KentncKy  militia  } 

1        do  PennsylTania  militia        \  1,133 

1  do    light  troops,  mounted  militia  ) 

2  do    Federal  troops  - 

Total  -  -  -1.453 

Tlie  line  of  march  was  certainly  one  of  the  best 
that  could  be  adopted,  and  great  attention 
paid  to  keep  the  officers  with  their  command 
proper  order,  and  the  pack-horses,  dec.,  as  compact 
as  possible.  The  order  of  encampment  appeared 
well  calculated  both  for  defence  and  to  preserve 
the  horsea  and  cattle  from  being  lost;  however, 
notwithstanding  every  precaution  taken,  and  re- 
peated orders  given  to  the  horfe-masters  to  hopple 
well  their  horses,  and  directions  to  officers  and 
men  not  to  suffer  any  to  pass  through  the  lines, 
maD]r  of  them,  owing  to  the  carelessness  of  the 
militia,  and  the  scarcity  of  food,  (though  great  at- 
tention was  paid  in  the  choice  of  grouoiQ  broke 
loose  and  strayed  through  the  lines  after  night, 
and  even  passed  the  cham  of  sentries  which  en- 
circled the  camp,  and  were  lost.  Patrols  of 
horsemen  were  ordered  out  every  morning  by 
day-li^ht  to  scour  the  nei^hbormg  woods,  and  to 
bring  m  any  horses  that  might  have  broke  through 
the  lines,  and  a  standing  order  directed  the  pickets 
to  rarn  out  small  parties  and  drive  in  every  horse. 
This  was  done,  he  believed,  lo  expedite  the  move- 
ment of  the  Army.  There  was  no  less  attention 
paid  to  securing  the  cattle;  every  evening  when 
the  Army  halted,  theguard,  whica  was  composed 
of  a  commissioned  ofi^er  and  thirty  or  thirty-five 
men,  built  a  yard  always  within  the  chain  of  sen- 
tries, and  sometimes  in  the  square  of  encampment, 
and  placed  a  sufficient  number  of  sentries  round 
the  enclosure,  which  efiectoally  preserved  them ; 
there  was  not  more  than  two  or  three  head  lost 
during  the  whole  of  the  campaign. 

On  the  13ih  of  October,  early  in  the  morning, 
a  patrol  of  horsemen  captured  a  Shawnee  Indian. 
On  the  14tb  of  October.  Colonel  Hardin  was  de- 
tached with  six  hundrea  li^ht  troops  to  push  for 
the  Miami  village ;  he  believed  that  this  detach- 
ment was  sent  forward  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
telligence gained  of  the  Shawnee  prisoner,  which 
was  that  the  Indians  were  clearing  out  as  fast  as 
possible,  and  that  if  they  did  not  make  more  haste, 
the  towns  wonld  be  evacuated  before  their  arrival. 
As  it  was  impossible  for  the  main  body  of  the 
Army,  with  all  their  train,  to  hasten  their  march 
much,  the  General  thoaeht  proper  to  send  on  Co- 
lonel Hardin,  in  hopes  of  taking  a  few  before  they 
wouh]  all  get  off.    This  night  the  horses  were  aA 


ordered  to  be  tied  up,  that  the  Army  might  start 

S'  day-light,  on  purpose  to  keep  as  oear  Coload 
ardin  as  possible;  the  distance  to  the  tndiui 
towns,  when  the  detachment  marched  ahead,  wu 
about  thirty-five  miles.  On  the  15thj  every  eiet- 
lion  was  used  to  get  forward  the  main  body  thii 
day :  they  found  that  the  advanced  party  bad 
gained  but  very  few  miles.  On  the  16tli,in  the 
evening,  met  an  express  from  Colonel  Hardin. 
who  had  got  into  the  villase,  informing  the  Ge- 
neral that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  every  place. 
On  the  17th,  about  noon,  the  Army  arrived  at  the 
Omee  towns.  On  the  18tb  Colonel  Trotter  was 
ordered  out  with  three  hundred  men,  militia  md 
regulars,  to  reconjioitre  the  country,  and  to  ea- , 
deavor  to  make  some  discoveries  oi  the  enemy; 
he  marched  but  a  few  miles,  when  his  advanced 
horsemen  came  upon  two  Indians^  and  killed 
them;  the  Colonel  was  contented  with  this  vic- 
tory, and  returned  to  camp.  Colonel  Hardin  was 
displeased  because  Colonel  Trotter  did  not  exe- 
cute his  orders,  and  requested  the  General  to  give 
him  the  command  of  tlie  party ;  it  was  gramed, 
and  accordingly  Hardin  marched  next  morning; 
but  he  believea  he  bad  not  two-thirds  of  his  aaat- 
her  when  two  miles  from  camp ;  for  to  his  certain 
knowledge,  many  of  the  militia  left  him  on  the 
march,  and  returned  to  their  companies;  whether 
he  knew  it  or  not  he  could  not  tell,  but  that  he 

Sroceeded  on.  with  a  determination  to  trace  some 
'esh  signs  of  the  enemy ;  he  believed  the  plaa 
was  merely  to  gain  some  knowledge  of  the  sava- 
ges. He  at  length  came  upon  a  party,  not  ex- 
iCeding  one  hundred,  but  was  worsted ;  owing  (»- 
irely,  as  he  was  informed,  to  the  scandalons 
behaviour  of  the  militia,  many  of  whom  never  fired 
a  shot,  but  ran  off  at  the  first  noise  of  the  Indian*. 
and  leA  the  few  regulars  to  be  sacrificed ;  some  of 
them  never  haltea  until  they  crossed  the  Ohio. 
The  Army,  in  the  mean  time,  was  employed  bam- 
ing  and  destroying  the  houses  and  com,  sbiAmg- 
their  position  from  one  town  to  another;  that,  oa 
the  2lBt  of  October,  the  Army  having  homed  five 
villages,  besides  the  capital  town,  and  consumed 
or  destroyed  near  twenty  thousand  busheb  of  com 
in  ears,  took  up  the  line  of  march  on  the  route 
back  to  Fort  Washington,  and  encamped  alnnt 
eight  miles  from  the  ruins;  that,  about  9  o'clock, 
P.  M.,the  Oeneral  ordered  outfour  hundred  choice 
men,  militia  and  regulars,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Wyllys,  to  return  to  the  towns,  intending 
to  surprise  any  parties  that  might  be  aesemUea 
there,  supposing  that  the  Indians  would  collect  m 
see  how  things  were  left  The  General  had  felt 
the  enemy,  knew  their  strength,  and  calculated 
much  upon  the  success  of  this  enterprise;  that  it 
was  the  general  opinion  the  force  of  the  savages 
was  nothing  equal  to  this  detachment,  and,  udSss 
by  some  such  means,  there  was  no  possibility  of 
geltinc  any  advantage  of  them ;  however,  the  best 
Faid  plan  was  in  some  measure  defeated  by  the 
disobedience  of  the  militia,  who  ran  in  pursuit  of 
small  parties,  and  left  Major  Wyllys  nnsupported; 
the  consequence  was.  that  the  Major  witn  most 
part  of  the  regulars  were  killed,  and  our  loss  was 
equal  if  not  greater  than  the  savages;  that  the  in- 
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tenttoo  of  this  detachmeDt  was  erident  to  all  the 
Army,  aod  would  bave  antwered  the  fullest  ez- 
pectatioDS,  provided  a  doe  obedience  had  been  ob- 
served on  the  part  of  the  militia;  to  proTide 
■i^inst  disobedience  of  orders  was  what  he  be- 
lieved DO  oaewonld  Chinb  of;  and,  had  it  not  been 
the  case:,  the  Major  in  his  opinion  migbt  have  re- 
tOTDed  crowned  with  laurels ;  that  the  main  body 
waited  for  the  return  of  this  detachment ;  but,  to 
tbeit  mortificatioB,  about  II  o'clock  A.  M.  of  the 
asd,  a  felhtw  who  ran  bock  from  the  field,  gave 
them  ioformation  of  Major  Wyllys'  misfortune; 
General  Hannat  immediately  despatched  Major 
Ray  with  his  batialion  to  the  assistance  of  the 
parties,  but  the  Major  did  not  get  the  length,  be- 
lore  he  met  Colonel  Hardin  returning  to  camp 
with  his  wounded.  He  was  led  to  believe  that 
about  this  time  the  General  loei  the  confidence  he 
had  in  the  militia;  those  of  them  among  the  dead 
were  of  the  best  men ;  that  ihe  effective  strength 
was  very  much  reduced  by  sickness  and  other- 
wise ;  the  regular  troops  did  not  furnish  more  than 
two  hundred;  they  were  in  bis  opinion  very  in- 
sdfficieuc ;  and  he  was  also  cleaily  of  opinion,  that 
had  the  enemy  made  an  attack  upon  their  camp 
that  «vening|,  or  the  morning  following,  the  militia 
were  so  pasic-strock  that  very  few  of  them  would 
have  stood;  the  consequences  that  would  have 
happened  startled  every  person  with  horror;  the 
sicK  and  wouDded,and  altthestorea,artillery,  &c., 
wtiuld  have  hUen  a  prey  to  thr  savages ;  that  this 
WHS  also  the  opinion  of^  several' of  the  principal 
officejN,  who  advised  Qencral  Harmar  of  the  dan- 
ger of  attempting  to  return  to  the  town,  from  the 
time  it  would  lake  up,  and  the  probability  that 
the  delay  would  give  the  savages  time  to  collect 
from  distant  quarters.  He  observed,  that  the  32d 
of  October  was  employed  in  fixing  biers  for  the 
wounded,  and  in  making  repairs.  He  also  ob- 
served, that  the  frost  had  destroyed  the  food  early 
on  their  march  out,  and  that  the  horses  of  the 
Army  ware'Bow  become  very  much  reduced ;  so 
much  so,  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  th* 
main  body  to  perform  any  thinf  lapidly,  and  to 
get  back  upon  the  road,  which  they  had  so  lately 
passed,  was  attended  with  difficulty ;  he  said  that 
the  greatest  attention  was  paid,  the  little  Army 
was  bent  compact,  and  vigilance  was  the  wcvd 
from  all  who  had  any  renutatiDn  to  lose ;  that  the 
militiB  on  their  return  oegan  to  be  refractory, 
sbovring  great  si«ns  of  a  revolt,  discharging  their 
pieces  in  open  defiance  of  the  Qeoeral^s  orders ; 
tome  of  them,  however,  were  detected  and  pun- 
ished, which  gave  umbrage,  and  was  afterwards 
the  cause  of  many  ill-nalnred  reports,  spread 
without  any  foundation,  to  injure  tne  QeneraPs 
reputation.  He  further  observed,  that  the  Army 
returned  by  slow  marches  back  to  Fon  Washing' 
ton ;  that  General  Harmar's  conduct  during  the 
campaign  was  observed  to  be  sober,  ateady,  and 
attentive  to  the  service ;  and,  as  his  dnty  required 
him  to  be  frequently  near  the  General,  snonid 
certainly  nave  discovered  it  had  he  been  at  any 
time  intoxicated,  as  has  been  reported.  Every 
evening,  as  duly  as  the  Army  halted,  the  General 
made  his  remarksfor  that  day,  and  issued  orders 
ad  CoH.-— 37 


for  the  movement  ftnd  arrangements  for  the  next, 
and  every  morning  he  was  found  among  the  first 
prepared  for  the  field. 

The  Court  adjounted  until  to-morrow  morning, 
9  o'clock. 


September  18,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 


t,and 


again  adjourned  to  September  19,  at  three  o'clook, 
p:  M. 

September  19,  three  o'clook,  p.  M.~The  Court 
having  met  again,  adjourned  to  to-morrow  mont- 
inff,  9  o'clock. 

Sepiembrr  gOth,— The  Court  having  met,  ac- 
cordmg  to  adjournment : 

Major  Zieglerbeine  sworn,  deposed:  That  some 
time  had  elapsed  before  the  difiisrent  corps  and 
battalions  could  be  organized,  oo  account  of  rank; 
the  miUtia  officers  disputing  for  the  command; 
and  after  a  good  deal  of  exertion  by  CJeneral  Har- 
mar, they  commenced  their  march  on  the  30th 
September,  1790— the  militia  under  Colonel  Har- 
din, having  been  sent  on  a  few  days  before ;  and  on 
the  3d  October  they  joined  the  militia,  and  toc^ 
up  their  line  of  march,  and  encamned  as  men- 
tioned in  the  General's  orders.  He  obeerved  that 
the  orders  of  march  and  encampment,  motions, 
&c_  ftCi,  were  such  as  would  have  done  honor 
to  the  first  officers  either  in  America  or  Europe. 
All  necessary  precautions  were  obeerved  to  gain 
the  point  General  Harmar  set  out  for.  On  the 
14ih  of  October  he  was  ordered  to  advance,  with 
Colonel  Hardin,  commanding  fifty  rank  and  file  of 
the  Fedetai  troops,  being  part  of  six  hundred  men. 
At  10  o'clock  they  took  up  their  march,  and  be- 
fore they  left  the  ground  the  rest  of  the  Army 
was  ordeied  to  parade  and  follow  them ;  he  ra- 
membered  to  have  seen  the  Army  from  an  emi- 
nence, as  he  incUned  towards  the  left,  with  the 
column  to  which  he  was  attached.  The  15th,  at 
aboitt  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  they  arrived  at  the  Miami 
villages,  and  at  Ihe  same  time  Colonel  Hardin  sent 
an  express  to  General  Harmar,  to  inform  him  that 
the  villages  were  evacuated.  It  was  his  opinion 
that  the  motive  for  this  mantenvre  was  in  conse- 
quence of  a  Shawanese,  whom  they  took  a  few 
days  before,  and  who  acquainted  the  General  that 
the  Indians  were  ready  to  move  away.  The  Army 
arrived  the  17th,  in  the  forenoon;  and  that  day, 
as  well  as  the  rest,  they  were  all  busy  in  destroy- 
ing the  Indian  corn,  An.  He  further  observed, 
that  on  the  18th,  Colonel  Trotter  was  detached, 
with  three  hundred  men  of  the  militia,  including 
thirty  Federal  troops,  but  that  the  Colonel  return- 
ed the  same  day,  without  brinKing  any  informa- 
tion ;  and  that  on  the  morning  following,  Colonel 
Hardin  took  the  command  of  the  Eame  party,  and 
advanced  to  procure  some  knowledge  of  the  ene- 
my; and  on  htsdiscoveringlhe  enemy,  those  which 
were  in  the  tear  would  not  come  up  and  support 
those  engaged  in  front,  and  very  few  of  those  in 
front  stopped,  but  ran,  and  the  militia  fled  in  a 
shameful  manner,  and  the  few  Federal  troops  not 
supported,  fell  a  sacrifice.  The  Major  saiii^  that 
a  sergeant  sd  militia  behaviBg  very  improperly  at 
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tint  time,  couM  not  be  tnoVwht  to  ttkl,  on  account 
of  a  brother  of  bis  beiag  a  Captain,  and  who  made 
parties  that  would  have  been  attended  with  bad 
eoDsequences,  ihould  he  be  punished,  ai  his  brother 
declared  he  would  raise  some  men  and  ^sA.  defi- 
ance. That  on  Ihe  Slat  October,  1790,  after  they 
had  destroyed  a  great  quantity  of  corn  and  five  or 


[affes,  they  took  up  their  line  of  march 
Fort  WaihJnston;  and  at  night.  Major 
detached  with  four  huBared  choice 


nai^t  be 


wardi 

WyUyi 

men,  in  hopes  to  surprise  s  body  that 

the  ruins :  this  party  was  supposed  to  bi 

atrong  for  any  number  of  the  eaemr  ombodied. 

Major  Wyllys  marched  in  three  columns,  with 

intentioD  to  join  with  the  right  and  left  columns 

at  the  Miami  Tillage,  but  that  the  column  mder 

the  cMunand  of  M^or  M'MuUen  fell  in  with  a 

Bmall  pATly  of  Indians  \  they  followed  tlMm,  and 

disobeyed  the  orders  of  M^or  WyUy*  in  pursaiDg 

them  and  leaTing  the  othen  uoau|^FtM,  and  so 

WOH  the  Ld't  wing ;  which  would  not  hare  been  if 

they  had  joined  them,  as  he  suppoaed  it  to  be  mf-- 

ficientlv  strong  for  that  party. 

o  renembered  rery  well  being  on  picket, 


Ugence  that  their  party  had  nitted  groand,  aod 
at  that  very  instant  General  HaimBr  vrdered  Mk- 
jor  Ray  with  his  battalim  vo  the  awiitaBce  df 
thoec  engaffed,  teal  that  infonBatim  skoiild  not 
Move  trae,buthewen(  but  two  miles  oi  two  and  a 
Aolt,  then  meeting  the  scattered  detachment  re- 
turned, to  the  great  surinise  of  Generat  Harmor; 
(bat  the  succeas  of  the  deiacfament  was  defeated, 
in  a  gveat  measere,  by  the  militia  running  ahead, 
and  leaving  Major  Wyllya  onsupported.  The 
Army  remained  this  day  in  dressing  and  fixiogth* 
wounded.  The  militia  behaving  so  bad  in  sere- 
ml  instances,  destroyed  every  confidence  the  Ge- 
nenl  had  in  .them,  otherwise,  he  would  hare  re- 
lumedwith  the  AiTay,but^as  things  were  sitnated, 
it  would  have  been  running  loo  great  a  haznrd. 
Ibe  Army  retnmed  back  to  Fort  Wadiington. 
Nodiingappeared  wanting  on  the  port  of  the  Ge- 
iMal.  Every  attention  was  paid  totheAnnytO 
g«ard  against  surprise.  The  Major  observed  that 
Uere  had  been  very  injurious  reports  spread  abont 
General  Harmar,  tmt,  if  he  was  to  be  credited,  he 
knew  of  nothing  that  could  be  alleged  against  him, 
or  that  could  possibly  injure  his  reputation  in  any 
respect.  The  good  of  the  service  appeared  to  be 
his  constant  stady. 

Question  by  the  Court.  I  think,  sir,  you  said 
that  on  the  ISih,  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M-  you  arrived 
at  the  Miami  village,  what  did  yon  do  after  your 
arrival  there'?  were  the  militia  in  good  otder? 

Answer.  When  we  arrivedwewereverr  much 
fttigued.  having  marched  twenty-«ighi  miks  tlMt 
day,  I  directed  that  my  own  men  should  not  go 
thirty  yards  from  camp.  The  militia  like  a  raV 
ble  strolled  into  the  neighboring  riHages,  in  parties 
of  thirty  or  forty  after  plunder,  such  was  the 
situation  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  warriors  might 
have  beat  us  off  the  ground. 

Q,uestion  by  the  Court  Did  you  see  any  desire 
in  the  mililin  to  return  to  the  ground  where  Miyor 


3  appeared  toW  paiuc-Btmck. 
uestion  by  the  Court.  Are  you  of  opution  tbv 
the  personal  conduct  of  the  G«aierat  w»a  ragviu, 
steady,  and  tended  to  the  good  of  the  aerrice  t 

Answer.  Undoubtedly  to,  and  very  much  to  ihe 
credit  of  the  OmeraL 

duesdon  by  the  Court.  From  your  hmc  knov- 
ledge  of  service  do  you  think  that  from  tne  c<m- 
I^zion  of  the  troops  General  Hanac  bad  to  «>- 
gonize,  that  the  formation  of  the  Amur  **"  J*'*' 
oious? 

Anawer.  1  think  it  was. 

Question.  Eh)  yon  think  that  Ihe  order  of  TOMttk 
and  encao^ment,  were  calculated  to  aeeun  crciy 
part  of  ike  Army  and  its  appendagea? 

Answer.  Yea,  very  much  ho. 

Question  by  the  Court.  From  yoor  exponoa, 
do  you  think  that  the  order  of  battle  directed  bf 
General  Harmar,  was  judicious  1 

Answer.  Yea,  peifectly  so. 

Captain  Doyle  bfangswora,  deposed ;  TlMt^n- 
vioui  to  the  oMmpaign  going  ont  last  Fall,  ciciy 
day  was  employed  in  the  nuisl  iBdnstrioaamanMr ; 
on  Ihe  arrival  of  the  KentticAy  militia  they  w«k 
all  much  disaKKMfited;  that  instead  of  aeeJHr 
complete  riflenen,  many  vrere  armed  wiA  sH 
muskets,  much  out  of  repair;  the  Qemial  mm»- 
diatcly  ordered  them  repaired  witk  all  txpediiiaa. 
Ue  referred  the  Court  at  to  the  line  of  narek,  B 
the  Geneval's  Orderly  Book,  and  infunned  tke 
Court,  diat  the  personal  eoMuet  of  the  Genenl 
through  the  campaign  was  uiulbrm  aad  sieadr, 
and  tbat  bad  the  Oeoeiol's  ovd^s  been  stiiel^ 
obeyed,  he  was  confident  be  Ktuat  eome  boBM 
witn  honor.  As  to  wlial  inluenced  ibe  OcMfal 
to  make  detachments  he  could  not  aqr ;  be  was  m 
the  detachment  of  the  14th  Octobe*,  and  that  tbc 
behaviour  of  the  militia  in  that  detaehneut,  was 
very  disgracelul;  they  ran  ftam  town  to  town  ia 
pursuit  of  jplundMr,  contrary  to  orders,  and  oB  the 
arrival  of  Qenerid  Hannor  at  the  town,  rmMhkds 
of  them  dispersed  in  the  same  nuancr ;  the  GeBa> 
ral  ordered  cannon  to  be  fired,  BKiety  to  eotlaat 
them,  and  beet  the  same  tiine  haiugtted  ibe 
officers,  mfonning  them  of  the  ill  eooseqncBccs  «f 
such  conduct.  That  the  General's  not  returning 
to  the  village  after  the  ill  soooesaoir  the  last  d»- 
tachment,  he  believed  was  owing  to  bis  not  bat* 
ing  confidence  in  his  Army.  At  that  time  tbetc 
a  great  mmor  in  camp,  Ihe  general  voiee 
for  retumiiig,  their  horses  were  much  won 
down,  and  the  mUiiia  showed  great  signs  of  revuk. 
The  reports  that  the  militia  cuculated  after  their 
I  home,  uid  which  wot  much  to  the  prejodiee 
of  General  Harmar,  was,  he  believed^  DWiiw  to  the 
General's  having  a  few  of  them  punished  for  diso- 
bedience of  orders;  he  thought  it  certain,  that  they 
had  no  grounds  for  their  Ul-natured  rework,  and 
''~at  General  Harmar  would  have  been  justifiafake 

arresting  one  or  two  of  the  most  popular  fieM- 
(^cers,  and  sending  them  home  with  dismee; 
but  a  thing  of  that  kind,  he  observed,  woiddfaave 
brakm  up  the  Army.  He  knew  of  no  poM  <£  the 
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Ctenenl's  ctnkhiet,  during  Ae  whole  of  ihe  cinn- 
psigiij  thu  could  be  eengured,  without  it  «raa 
showing  too  much  leaity  to  the  militia,  and  thank- 
ing them  it>r  Ihut  coudnet,  when  they  merited 
punish  ment. 

duestion  by  the  Court.  Do  you  think  that  the 
sending  the  detachment  under  Major  WfUfs. 
tended erentnailr  to  iIm  prnemtion  of  the  Armjr7 

Answer.  I  think  the  Indians  would  hare  harass- 
ed us  very  much  on  our  return  if  ^t  detachment 
had  trot  been  made. 

Question  by  C^eneral  Harmar.  Did  the  enemy 
ajuay  the  Army  at  all  after  that  detachment  was 
made? 

Abswer.  No,  they  did  not 

<lttestion  by  General  Haimar.  Did  we  see  any 
Indians  afterward? 

Answer.  We  did  not. 

Lieutenant  Sedam  being  iworn,  deposed ;  That 
he  b«d  the  honor  of  serring  under  General  Har- 
mar last  Fall,  on  a  campaign  against  the  Indians  of 
the  Meumee  vfll&Kc,  and  that  he  saw  nothing  in 
hi*  conduct,  but  what  he  thought  was  vetr  proper; 
that  retatire  to  the  organization  of  the  Army  he 
"Was  bnt  little  acquainted,  and-  therefore  referred 
the  Conrt  to  the  General's  Ordeiiy  Book ;  that  he 
waseutirely  noacqnainted  with  General  Harmar's 
motires  for  sending  oat  the  different  detachments, 
SOA  if  those  detacnmeikts  were  not  properly  sup- 

red,  it  did  not  appear  lo  him  to  be  Ae  Ault  of 
General,  for  the  militia  were  apoor  set,  and  be- 
hared  very  ill  upon  all  occasions;  that,  after  the 
first  action^  he  heard  Major  Paid,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
Tania  militia,  say :  he  hoped  General  Harmar 
would  not  put  any  confidence  in  them,  for  he  was 
sute  thffy  would  not  flfffat: 

QnestioabyGeneralHaniiBT.  When  I  was  upon 
the  return  at  Chilicothe,  I  ordered  one  of  themtCtia 
to  be  whipped,  I  was  informed  that  Colonel  Trot- 
ter and  Major  M'Mnllen  said  I  had  no  right  to 
ponish  them.  Did  yon  hear  me  reprimand  them 
for  that  conduct? 

Answer.  After  the  man  was  punished,  I  heard 
you  say  to  Cidonel  Trotter  and  Akjor  M'Mullen, 
tkkt  yoo  wanld  send  them  both  home  with  dis- 
gr7U:e  for  their  bad  conduct. 

Knsisn  Armstrong  being  sworn,  deposed  as  fol- 
lows: That  the  militia  being  ordered  into  battalions. 
ftnd  organized,  in  which  he  knew  the  General  met 
with  great  difficalty ;  that  the  order  of  march  and 
emcampment  could  be  belter  ascertained  by  a  re- 
f^nce  to  the  Orderly  Book,  than  any  tbing  he 
could  add  on  the  subject ;  that  the  conduct  of  (be 
raihtia  in  erery  instance  seemed  calculated  to 
obstruct  every  measure  adopted  by  General  Har- 
mar; that  the  conduct  of  the  General  in  erery 
particular,  was  perfectly  consistent  and  uniform, 
and  erery  step  taken  by  him  appeared  lo  be  the 
dictate  of  prudence  and  sobriety;  that  what 
induced  the  General  to  send  oat  the  detachments, 
was  wholly  unknown  to  him,  and  therefore  unan- 
swerable by  him. 

~  Captain  Armstrong  being  sworn,  deposed :  That 
on  report  being  made  to  General  Harmar,  by 
Major  M'Mullen  and  others,  that  the  tracks  of 
women  and  children  bad  been  seen  on  the  route 


leading  towards  the  Eickapoo  towns,  aNorthwest 
course,  and  supposing  the  enemy  had  left  their 
families  and  baggage  not  far  distant  from  camf^ 
General  Harmar,  on  the  morning  of  October  ISlh, 
detached  Colonel  Trotter,  Colonel  Hall,  Major 
Ray.  and  Major  M'Mullen,  with  thirty  Federal 
troops,  themouD ted  infantry, part  ofthecBValry.and 
a  detachment  of  militia,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  300  men.  After  they  had  proceeded  about  one 
mile,  the  carahT  gave  chase  to  an  Indian  who  was 
mounted ;  him  they  overtook  and  killed ;  before  they 
returned  to  the  column,  a  second  one  appeared,  an 
which  the  four  field  officers  left  their  commands, 
and  ptirsued,  leaving  the  troops  near  half  an  hour 
wiAout  any  directions  whatever.  The  cavalnr 
came  across  the  second  Indian,  and  after  wound- 
inr  one  of  their  party  killed  him  also.  When  the 
infantry  came  up  to  this  place,  they  immediately 
fell  into  confusion,  and  he  gained  permission  to 
leave  them  some  distance  on  the  road,  where  he 
formed  an  ambuscade.  After  he  had  been  some 
time  al  his  station,  a  fellow  on  horseback  came  to 
him,  who  had  tost  the  party  in  pursuit  of  the  first 
Indian;  he  was  much  frigbtened,  and  said  he  had 
been  pursued  by  fifty  mounted  Indians.  That  on 
his  telline  this  story  to  Colonel  Trotter,  notwith- 
standing bis  observations  to  him,  he  changed  hii 
route,  marched  in  various  directions  until  Dight 
when  he  returned  to  camp.  That,  on  their  arnvat 
in  camp,  General  Harmar  sent  for  him ;  and  after 
answering  him  many  questions  ordered  one  snbal- 
tem  and  twenty  militia  to  join  his  command. 
With  those  he  (tossed  the  river  St.  Joseph  about 
ten  at  night,  and  with  a  guide  proceeded  lo  an  In- 
dian town,  about  two  miles  distant,  where  he  con- 
tinued witn  his  party  until  the  morning  of  the  19th. 
His  party  fired  Upon  an  Indian  and  retook  f^om 
him  two  horses.  About  nine  o'clock  he  joined  the 
remainder  of  the  detachment  iinder  Colonel  Har- 
din. They  marched  on  the  route  Colonel  Trotter 
had  pursued  the  day  before,  and  after  passing  a 
morass  abo(it  fire  miles  distant,  they  came  to 
where  the  enemy  had  encamped  the  day  before. 
Here  they  made  a  short  halt,  and  Ae  command- 
ing officer  disposed  of  the  parties  at  a  distance 
from  each  other;  after  a  haltof  half  an  hour,  they 
were  ordered  to  move  on,  and  Captain  Faulkner's 
company  was  left  on  the  ground,  the  Colonel  hav- 
ing neglected  giving  him  orders  to.move  on.  After 
they  had  proceeded  about  three  miles,  they  fell  in 
with  two  Indians  on  foot  who  threw  off  their  packs, 
and  the  brush  being  thick,  made  their  escape.  He 
then  asked  Colonel  Hardin  where  Captain  Faulk- 
ner was?  He  said,  he  was  lost,  and  then  sent  Ma- 
jor Fontaine  with  part  of  the  cavalry  in  search  of 
him,  and  moved  on  with  the  remainder  of  the 
trotms.  That,  some  time  after,  he  informed  Colo- 
nel Hardin  agun  had  been  fired  intheir  front,  which 
might  be  considered  as  an  alarm  gun,  and  that  he 
saw  where  a  horse  had  come  down  the  roa^  and 
returned  again;  but  the  Colonel  still  moved  on, 
giving  no  orders,  nor  making  any  arrangements  for 
an  attack.  That,  some  time  after,  he  discovered 
the  enemy's  fires  at  a  distance,  and  informed  the 
Colonel,  who  replied,  that  they  would  not  ^ht, 
and  rode  in  front  of  the  advance,  until  firedon 
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from  betiind  the  fires;  when  he  the  Cotonel  retteat- 
ed,  a,ad  with  him  all  the  militia  except  nine,  who 
continued  with  him,  and  were  iastaally  killed, 
with  twenty'foui  of  the  Fedeml  tigopsi  and  see- 
ing his  Isft  man  fall  and  being  surrounded  by  the 
tevages,  he  threw  himself  into  a  thicket  and 


mained  there  three  hours  in  daylight;  during  that 
time  he  had  an  opporlunity  of  seeing  the  enemy 
pass  and  repass,  and  conceived  their  Dumhers  did 


e  hundred  menj  that 
mounted,  others  armed  with  rifles,  and  the  advance 
with  tomahawks  only.  He  was  of  opinioa  that  had 
Colonel  Trotter  proceeded  on  the  ISth,  agreeably 
to  bis  orders,  having  killed  the  enemy's  sentinels, 
they  would  have  surprised  their  camp  and  with 
ease  defeated  them,  or  bad  Colonel  Hardin  ar- 
ranged his  troops,  or  made  any  military  disposi- 
tion on  the  I9th,  that  they  would  have  gained  a 
victory;  their  defeat  he  therefore  ascribed  to  two 
causes,  the  unofficer-tike  conduct  of  Colonel  Har- 
din (who  he  believed  was  a  brave  man)  and  the 
cowardly  behaviour  of  the  militia;  many  of  them 
threw  down  (heir  arms  loaded,  and  he  believed 
that  none,  except  the  party  under  his  command, 
fired  a  gun.  ^^at  be  saw  of  the  conduct  of  the 
militia  on  that  day,  and  what  he  felt  by  being  un- 
der the  command  of  a  man  who  wanted  miStary 
talents,  had  caused  him  to  determine,  that  he 
would  not  willingly  Gght  with  the  one,  or  be 
commanded  by  the  otheT.  That  he  referred  the 
Court  to  the  Orderly  Book  which  pointed  out  the 
line  of  march,  encampment  and  battle. 

Q,nestion  by  tbe  Court  Are  you  clearly  of 
opinioa  that  if  the  militia  had  done  their  duty, 
they  were  fully  competent  to  have  defeated  the 


Indi 


Auswer.  1  think  they  were  fully  so. 

Question  by  the  Court.  According  to  your  idea^ 
as  an  officer  of  experience,  was  the Tormaiion  and 
arrangement  of  the  difierent  corps  of  the  Army 
by  General  Harmar  at  the  commencement  of  the 
eipeditioQ  judicious? 

Answer.  1  think  they  were. 

Q.uestion  hy  the  Court.  Did  tbe  line  of  march 
appear  to  you  to  be  a  iudicioua  one,  calculated  for 
the  protection  of  the  Army  in  all  its  parts  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Do  you  think  the  mode 
of  encampment  was  calculated  both  for  defence 
and  protection  1 

Answer.  As  much  so  as  any  one  that  could  pos- 
sibly be  adopted  1 

Question  by  the  Court.  What  was  your  opinion 
of  the  General's  order  of  battle  7 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  a  judicious  one. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Do  you  think  that  the 
making  the  detachment  of  the  2lEt,  was  in  its  con- 
sequences useful  to  the  return  of  the  Army  ? 

Answer.  I  can  judge  from  circumstances  only; 
that  we  were  not  harassed  by  the  enemy  after- 
Question  by  the  Court.  Do  you  know  if  any 
detachment  was  made  lor  the  purpose  of  support- 
ing Major  Wyltys  ? 

Answer.  As  soon  as  information  of  the  Major's 
misfortune  arrived  in  «amp,  the  General  ordered 


all  the  troope  under  arms,  but  whether  any  de- 
tachment was  tn«de  from  them  or  not,  1  do  not 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  suppose  that  if 
General  Harmar  had  ordered  the  Army  back,  the 
militia  would  have  gone  1 

Answer.  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  a  serious  attack 
had  been  made,  in  fifteen  minutes  the  militia 
would  have  deserted  usand  left  the  Federal  iroopi 
aad  artillery  to  be  sacrificed. 

Question  by  General  Harmar.  Do  yon  recoiled 
the  proceedings  of  the  militia  at  Chilicothe  oaooi 
return? 

Answer.  I  recollect  your  saying  to  Colonel 
Trotter  and  Major  M'Mullen,  that  you  would  post 
them  in  their  country  for  their  unsoldier-like  con- 
duct and  that  they  ouzht  to  be  hanged. 

Ensign  Shamburgh  being  sworn,  deposed:  That 
the  organization  of  uie  Army  under  General  Har- 
mar was,  as  far  as  be  was  capable  of  judging  in 
military  aSairs,  exceedingly  well;  that  the  march, 
encampment,  and  order  of  tattle  were  also,  in  his 
opLnion,  very  well  planned;  that  he  was  not  capa- 
ble of  judgmg  of  the  motives  which  influenced 
the  detachments  o^  the  14th,  19tb,  aitd  21si  Octo- 
ber; but  it  was  his  opijiion,  at  that  time,  that  the 


the  preceding  engagemenu, 
they  would  harass  his  Army  oo  bis  retum;  in 
consequence  thereof  he  ordered  the  party  cr-"- 
maiidedby  Major  WyUvs  in  order  to  check  thi 

which  he  believed  iaa  iu  effect;  h~ "— 

that  tbe  different  detachments  sent  .       .  . 
merous,  and,  he  believed,  sufficient  to  fight  stich 
number  of  Indians  aa  were  then  together,  if  the 


ct3 


nding  officers  thereof  had  taken  roofe  pn- 
i  he  had  been  told  at  the  time  that  Majw 
Ray  was  ordered  to  support  Major  Wyllys,  bat 
he  could  not  determine  whether  that  officer  had 
obeyed  his  orders.  He  observed,  that  the  loss  of 
so  many  pack-horses  was  owing  to  the  neglect  of 
horsemasters,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  orders 
of  the  General  on  that  head;  it  appeared  to  him 
'S  they  were  parties  concerned,  and  glad  to  \oK 


duty  in  tbe  Ordnance  Department  at  that  time, 
and  had  fifty  pack-horses  under  his  diiecdon, 
which  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  know  the  ne^i- 
g^ce  and  incapacity  of,  both  boiwmasten  and 

Question  by  General  Harmar.  Do  you  think 
after  the  last  detachment  was  cuade  under  Majcc 
Wyllys,  and  the  remains  of  his  party  returned  to 
camp,  that  the  militia  would  have  gone  back  if 
they  had  been  ordered? 

Answer.  I  think  not 

Question  by  the  Court  Was  the  appearance  of 
the  militia,  alter  the  action  of  the  31st,  orderly  <x 
disorderly  i 

Answer.  Very  disorderly. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Was  there  any  paiticD- 
lar  cause  ascribed,  that  you  heard  of,  for  their  di»- 
orderly  conduct? 

Answer.  Not  that  [  know  of,  the  militia,  both 
ofiScers  and  men,  seemed  determined  to  go  nome, 
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Court  af  InptitTf  on  Oeturat  Hsrmar. 


add  Mid  frequently  that  ten  Federal  raiments 
should  not  keep  them. 

Q,nestiDn  by  the  Court.  Did  you  obaerre  vriie- 
ther  the  militia  were  as  well  treated  as  the  Fede~ 
nd  troopB  1 

Answer.  Perfectly  the  tune. 

EnsiffD  GaiDes,  who  was  Captain  of  hone  in 
Oenenu  Hannar's  expedition,  being  sworn,  depos- 
ed ;  That  onthe  expedition  he  was  almost  erery 
evening  at  Oenerml  Hirmar's  teni  nntil  the  24th 
October,  wBen  he  was  detached  forward  to  Port 
Wasbingtdn,  and  that  during  the  whole  time  he 
did  not  see  Oeneial  Harniar  mthe  least  intoxicat- 
ed with  liquor,  but  that  on  the  contrary  the  Ger 
neral  conductM  the  Army  in  a  raanner  which,  in 
his  estimation,  did  him  great  honor. '  He  fuitner 
obeerred,  that  ne  had  served  on  a  number  of  eipe- 
ditione  against  the  savages,  undertaken  by  the 
militia  of  Kentucky,  and  that  he  never  mw  in  any 
of  them  the  like  good  order  and  military  arrange- 
ment  which  accompanied  General  Harmar's  eipe- 
ditiDn;he  also  observed,  that  the  peopk  in  Kentucky 
never  alleged  any  cfaai^  ogsinst  Oenersl  Har- 
mar,  nntil  Colonel  John  Hardin  had  acqnitied 
himself  before  a  Board  of  Inquiry  of  several 
charges  exhibited  against  him,  respecting  his  coo- 
dnct  on  that  expedition;  that  the  populace  finding 
nothing  they  could  say  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Colonu  would  be  believed,  levelled  their  malice 
at  General  Harmar.  He  did  not  conceive  that  any 
thing  would  have  been  said  against  the  General  in 
that  couDtrv,  if  a  Baptist  preacher's  son,  who  re- 
aides  there,  (lad  not  been  whipped  in  the  Army  for 
disobedience  of  orders. 

Questimi  by  the  Coort.  1  think  you  sav  you 
have  been  in  several  expeditions  against  tne  In- 
dians; did  the  militia  who  were  with  General 
Harmar  condnet  better  or  worse  than  those  in 
other  expeditions? 

Answer.  Much  better,  air. 

Question  by  the  Coon.  Was  yon  in  the  action 
of  the  19th? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question  by  the  Court  Is  it  yonr  opinion,  that 
if  the  miUiia  had  been  properly  arranged  "  '■" " ' 


Answer.  Yes;  for  it  appeared  to  me  that  the 
Indianswere  surprised;  that  if  Colmel  Trotter  on 


Iv  defeated  them ;  for  I  had  taken  two  of  their  spies 
me  day  before,  which  appeared  to  be  the  only  two 
they  had  out. 

Qjieslion  by  the  Court.  Do  yon  think  that,  if 
General  Hawnw  had  ordered  the  Army  back,  after 
the  action  of  the  Slat,  that  the  militia  woul4  have 

Answer.  They  would  not  have  gone  willingly. 
I  think  in  that  case  there  would  have  been  danger 
of  mutiny.  When  the  militia  of  Major  Wyl^s' 
detachment  were  ordered  to  march,  they  appeared 
nnwillii^t  to  go,  and  some  were  so  much  so  as 
to  cry. 

Question  by  the  Gonrt.  Is  it  your  opinion  that 
the  movement  of  die  detachment  tmder  Major 


Wytlys  had  a  good  effect  in  securing  the  Army 
from  being  attacked  and  harassed  on  it*  return? 

Answer.  I  think  it  had  a  verv  good  effect. 

Question  by  the  Coort.  Dia  the  Indians  evn 
attack  you  afterwards? 

Answer.  Not  while  I  continued  with  the  Array. 

Captain  Asheton,  being  sworn,  depoMd :  That 
the  oi^anization  of  General  Harmar's  Army  was 
a  sonrce  of  trouble  and  difficnliy,  arising  from 
disputes  among  the  militia  officers  tbi  precedency, 
bu^  when  effected,  was  in  all  its  parts  systemati- 
cal ;  that  the  organization  of  the  Army,  the  order 
of  march,  encampment,  and  battle,  when  duly 
considered,  oannot  iail  to  raise  the  General  in  the 
estimationofeveryniilitarTmao.  That  it  had  been 
basely  reported  that  the  General  was  in  a  state  of 
intoxication  nearly  the  whole  of  the  eamnaignE 
this  he  asserted  to  be  a  malicious  falsehood ;  and 
he  averred  that  his  persraal  cmduct  during  that 
time  will  ever  do  him  honor.  He  said  the  motirea 
which  influenced  the  detachments  of  the  14th. 
19th,  and  2lBt  of  October,  could  only  be  accounted 


taken  on  the  morning  of  tite  13th,  and  from  a 
Frenchman  emido^ed  as  a  guide,  who  reported 
that  it  was  something  more  than  half  a  day's  ride 
from  a  place  caUed  the  French  Store  (at  which 
place  the  Army  encamped  the  night  of  the  IStb) 
to  the  Maumee  villages.  This  detachment  was 
supported  by  the  whole  Army,  and  moved  off  the 
ground  at  the  same  time  with  as  much  rapidity 
as  possible,  and  arrived  at  the  villages  on  the  17tn, 
where  the  Army  encamped.  On  the  morning  of 
the  18th  I  mounted  guard  in  front  of  the  encamp- 
ment In  the  course  of  that  day  I  was  informed 
that  a  detachment  of  three  hundred  men  were  or- 
dered out  under  Colonel  Trotter,  with  three  days' 
proviuons,  with  orders  to  scour  the  country ;  but 
they  returned  the  same  evening  to  camp,  without 
effecting  anything.  Colonel  Hardb,  disgusted  at 
the  conduct  of  Colonel  Trotter,  and  anxious  to 
retrieve  the  loet  honor  of  hiscountrymen,  solicited 
the  same  command,  which  was  granted.  He 
marched  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  while  he 
was  yet  on  guard,  and  was  defeated  the  same  day 
by  the  Indians.  He  could  not  say  what  influenced 
the  General  to  send  out  a  detachment  on  the  21st, 
but  be  observed  that  the  Indians  were  flushed 
with  success  in  the  action  of  (he  19th.  That  it 
had  become  necessary  to  mve  them  a  sudden 
check,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Anny  from  being 
harassed  on  its  return;  and  thai,  if  this  was  the 
General's  intention,he  was  fully  pursuaded  it  had 
its  desired  effect  On  the  21st  the  Army  marched 
eigbt  miles  from  the  Maumee  villages,  on  its  re- 
turn. Late  that  nigbt  a  corps  of  three  hundred 
and  forty  militia  and  sixty  of  the  Federal  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Wyll^rs,  were  ne-- 
lached,  that  they  might  gam  the  vicinity  of  the 
Maumee  viUases  before  tEe  morning,  and  surprise 
any  Indians  who  might  be  found  there.  The  de- 
tachment marched  in  three  columns,  the  Federal 
troops  in  the  centre,  at  the  head  of  which  he  was 
posted,  with  Major  Wyllyi  and  Colonel  Haidin 
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Omt  of  Atfiwy  on  Ottund  ifanwr. 


orders  and  plan  of  Utock 
Of  <dBoeM  of  corps ;  those 
Bleated  to  him  i  tlutt  Ma- 


iBUnfraM;  tke  Btilitia  fonned  the  e<d«iiuii  to 
the  right  aad  left.  Fiom  serenl  deUys,  ocoa- 
aioned  by  the  milicia's  halting,  they  did  not  reach 
tlw  baoAS  o{  the  Omee  till  some  time  after  sun- 
rise. The  spies  then  discoTered  the  enemy,  and 
reported  to  Major  Wyllys,  who  halted  the  Federal 
troops,  and  mored  the  militia  on  some  dtstauce  in 
ftow,  wltsK  he  gare  his  orders  and  plan  of  attack 
to  the  several  comma  \, 
otdna  vere  ftol  eommunicated 
jot  Wyllvs  rascTTed  the  comma 
tRX^  lo  himwlf.  Biajor  Hal),  with  hiabatulion, 
WW  directed  to  take  a  eiienitous  route  rcund  the 
bokd  of  the  One*  river^  cross  the  Pickaway  Fort, 
(«r  8t.Mary's,)irtiichhroaghthim  directly  in  ihe 
Kar  <tf  Ihe  enemy,  and  there  wait  until  the  attack 
ahould  oompaeoee  wUh  M^joi  McMuUea's  batta- 
lioD,  M^er  Fontaiae's  caTalry,  and  Major  Wrl- 
Itn  with  the  Federal  troops,  who  all  croued  ike 
vmec  at  and  near  the  common  fording  place. 
Alilar  the  attack  ooameneed  the  troops  were  fay 
aa  ncaas  to  sepamte,  but  were  to  embody,  or  tM 
ttttulioiu  to  aui^ion  each  other  at  eiroumatanoes 
■cquifcd.  From  this  di^Meition  it  apf«ared  eri- 
4aiit  that  it  was  the  iBtention  of  Marar  Wyllys  to 
sORDund  the  enemy;  and  that  if  Colonel  HalL 
who  had  gained  hw  grouad  tmdiacoTeMd,  had 
KM  waMooly  disobejred  his  orden,  by  firing  on  a 
atn^a  bdiain,  Aa  MiTpiise  moat  hare  been  oom- 
•teie.  The  Indiana  then  fled  with  precipitation, 
UA  bMtalioBS  of  militia  punning  in  different  d' 
nctions.  Major  Fontaine  made  a  charge  upon 
nwU  party  of  saragee;  he  fell  the  first  fire,  and 
hit  troop*  dii^eTsM.  The  Federal  troopa,  who 
wera  then  lelt  unsapported,  became  an  easy  sacri- 
fiCB  to  much  the  laigest  party  of  Indians  that  had 
taen  seen  that  day.  It  waa  hii  opinion  that  the 
■Dtsfortuoes  of  that  dav  were  owing  to  the  se- 
paration of  troops  ana  disobedience  of  orders. 
After  the  Federal  troopa  were  defeated,  and  the 
fiijne  m  all  quarters  itearly  ocaaed,  Colonel  Hall 
and  Haj<w  McHuflen,  with  their  battalions,  met 
in  the  town,  and,  after  discharging,  cleaning,  and 
Iwah  loading  their  arms,  which  took  ap  about  half 
an  hour,  proceeded  to  join  the  Army  unmoleeted. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  detachment,  if  it  had 
hew  kqK  embodied,  waa  sufficient  to  hare  aa- 
awered  the  AiUesl  expeelatious  of  the  Q»eral, 
and  needed  no  sunmrt ;  but  he  was  informed  that 
a  battalion  under  Major  Ray  was  mrdeied  oat  for 
that  purpose. 

Qnaation  by  the  Court.  Is  it  your  opiuiim  that, 
if  the  (jlaaeral  had  ordered  the  Army  back,  the 
militia  would  haTeg<»e? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

Lieutenant  Kersey, being  ewom,  deposed;  Toat 
when  the  militia  aTrivad  at  Fort  Washington, 
they  were  formed  into  battalions  and  properly 
ocganixed.  He  knew  that  General  Harmar  had 
a  great  deal  of  difficulty  to  get  them  aimnged ; 
tMir  aims  and  accoutrement*  were  in  very  bad 
Qtdet.  He  wished  to  refer  the  Court  to  the  Qe- 
neraTs  Orderly  Book  for  information  rdalive  to 
dm  order  of  nutnh.  In  hii  opinion  OMeral  Bar- 
mar's  conduct  was  uniform,  steady,  and  sober, 
dnting  the  whole  expedition.     He  waa  also  of 


(pinion  that  the  detachment  of  the  14th  waa  in 
consequence  of  information  received  frooa  a  pai- 
soner,  taken  the  morning  before,  which  wwa,  mat 
the  enemv  were  running  away;  and  the  dettirit- 
ment  of  tne  19th  was  to  gain  some  knowledge  of 
them,  and  the  detachment  of  Ae  2JM  wns  to  sur- 
prise and  take  adranlage  of  them ;  wUeh^  in  his 
opinion,  would  have  happened  bad  the  militia  a^ 
tended  to  the  directions  and  plan  laid  down  for  ihni 
enterprise.  He  observed  dial  the  redoced  ainta  ef 
the  pack-horses,  notwithstanding  every  att^tian 
was  paid  to  secure  and  keep  them  in  good  oofub- 
tion,  rendered  it  impoamble  foe  the  Annv  to  t^ee 
any  advantage  of  tne  enemy.  The  militia  had 
proved  that  they  were  wt  tn  be  depended  apon ; 
their  dastardly  behaviour,  in  three  insUaees^  de- 
strayed  every  confidence  the  OenemI  had  in  tMrn. 
He  therefore  demmined  to  return,  and  a>Dt  to 
hazard  another  engagement,  unless  the  eneay 
came  in  reach  of  the  main  body.  That  the  Army 
took  up  the  march  to  mturn  to  Fort  Waahiagtea. 
and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  Osmcu 
kept  them  togedicr  until  they  arrived  there 

Question  1^  the  Court  Wnni  your  hnowledgn 
of  service,  is  it  your  opinion  dwt  the  orgnniintiaa 
of  the  Army  was  judicious  t 

Answer.  I  think  it  was. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Do  you  think  that  all 
the  moTcsncnle  of  the  Army  were  so  oonn  anted  aa 
to  be  ahle  to  sustain  each  other  in  caae  of  attach 
byihe«iemyT 

Aikswer.  1  think  tbey  wea& 

duesdon  by  the  Court  Do  you  think  dmt 
through  the  course  of  the  campaign  the  QuBeml^ 
ctmduct  wns  open  and  decisive  tmtMighoutl 

Aaswer.  I  think  it  was. 

Q,uestion  bv  the  Court  Was  the  eondnct  of  thn 
militia  toLeraUy  regular  on  their  advance  towntda 
the  Maumee  towns  t 

Answer.  It  was  more  regular  than  it  wn*  oo 
the  return ;  but  it  wis  very  irsegular. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  sttapoee  it  wns 
necessary  to  make  the  detachment  of^  ^e  Slat,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  Indiana  haiaesiitg  the  Army 
on  its  return  1 

Answer.  I  think  it  was,  and  ibr  that  parpow. 

Quesdon  by  the  Court  If  the  Onneral  had  or- 
dered the  Army  to  return  lo  th«  towns,  after  BU- 
joi  Wyllys'  misfortune,  would  the  mtlitin  hnvn 

Answer.  I  think  they  would  not ;  Aey  would 
have  mutinied. 

Quesdon  by  the  Court  Was  the  Army  hnmaeed 
by  the  Indians  after  the  21st.  on  its  return  1 

Attawer.  Not  to  my  knowWge  j  I  bdieva  tbare 
was  not  one  seen. 

The  Court  adjourned  to  meet  at  9  o'clock,  to- 


SlPTEMBER  21. 

The  Court  met  nocording  to  adjouronuni. 

Major  Heart  was  swon,  and  deposed :  Thni 
Qeneral  Harmar's  conduct  cm  his  expedition  in 
October,  179(S  was  at  all  times  steady,  ealn>,  and 
deliberate,  and  wns  always  attantiTe  to  the  ar- 


v.^,. 
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Cturt  if  *nu»y  «i  flafMuJ  aarmttr. 


,  .  Bs  came  under  his 
obseivation ;  that  nc  wax  often  ai  his  quariers  and 
loaiched  in  front  of  the  right  column,  which  wa* 
generally  witbio  fifty  yards  of  him.  That  the 
organization  of  the  Armr  being  published  in  the 
dodf  orders,  would  speak  for  itself;  he,  however, 
Berer  h<urd  an  ind>Tidwl  find  fault  with  it  diuv 
ing  the  campaign,  of  poist  out  auy  defects,  ex- 
cept in  the  commistary  and  pack-hone  deparl- 
m«iil«,  and  in  those  the  execution,  and  not  the 
urangements  were  found  fault  with ;  thst  the 
order  of  march  was  in  three  columns,  covered 
with  front,  rear,  end  flank  guards  which  order 
was  generally  preserTed,  and  aa  well  executed  as 
cooldbe  expected  with  a  nody  composed  mostly  of 
militia,  aikd  embarrassed  with  pack-hoisea;  that 
the  encampment  was  in  a  square  with  the  bag- 
gage, horses,  cattle,  and  itores  in  centre ;  gtmtaa 
were  posted  in  such  maimer  as  to  form  a  Cue  of 
sentries  round  the  whole,  field  officers  appointed 
to  dispose  those  giuuds,  and  to  see  duty  well  done, 
and  tney  were  so  disposed  as  to  preTeul  surprise, 
and  had  the  horse  department  followed  orders, 
would  hare  secured  tne  horses ;  as  they  had  not 
occasion  to  form  the  line  of  battle,  be  could  not 
determine  bow  it  would  hare  been  executed,  but 
it  ma  aiaqtle,  easy  to  be  understood,  and  untver- 
wUy  apprared.  With  respect  to  makiog  the  de- 
tacniDenta,  he  had  aerer  been  in  council,  and  could 
onl«  asaign  such  motires  as  offered  theiuselTes 
at  ue  time  from  a  concurrence  of  circuE 
The  detachment  of  the  14tb,  be  presumed,  at  that 
tune,  was  made  in  c9nHqueuce  of  information  ob- 
tained from  B.  prisoner,  that  the  Indians  were 
fused  and  distracted  in  their  councils,  and  wa; 
signed  to  surprise  them,  prevent  their  concerting 
measures  to  unite,  and  attack  them,  and  not  gite 
them  time  to  secure  their  prorisions  and  property, 
and  that  the  desired  effect  rras  answered,  so  far  as 
to  prevent  their  securing  eo  much  as  they  would 
otherwise  haredone.  Tnewhote Army  wasputin 
motion  the  moment  the  detachment  mor^  ofi| 
and  .followed  with  as  much  rapidity  as  artillery 
and  stores  would  admit  of,  to  support  the  detach- 
ment i  that  the  detachment  of  the  19th  was  made 
in  consequence  of  repeated  informHtion  of  having 
discovered  a  trail  of  men,  women,  and  children, 
and  on  the  fullest  assurance,  as  he  was  theu  iu- 
formed,  that  the  detachment  was  adequate  for  at- 
tacking the  patty  thay  were  in  quest  of.  A  carpt 
de  reterve  was  ordered,  but  never  came  up;  it  was 
dark  before  information  was  brought  to  the  Gkne- 
ral  that  the  parly  were  defeated  and  a  support 
Coold  not  he  sent  that  night ;  a  detachment  wae 
ordered  to  march  next  momin^r  but  for  wbatpnr- 
pose  he  could  not  say.  The  detachment  of  the 
91st,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe,  was  made 
the  general  system,  viz :  to  find  the  enemy,  and 
sive  them  a  cheeky  to  prevent  their  attacking  and 
Harassing  the  Army  on  the  retreat,  and  on  that 
f«neq;il«  the  detaching  was  inevitable;  he  did 
%ot  know  that  any  sui^port  was  ordered ;  he  was 
gn  the  lef^  but  he  knew  that  the  greater  part  of 
ihe  detachment  came  in  rery  soon  after  the  inlel- 
Ugmoa  of  the  defeat  was  htougbt,  and  it  was  too 


late  for  giving  any  aMinanes.  He  did  not  asptct 
that  the  Qenend  would  make  a  detachment  to 

ijwrt  them,  after  the  repeated  proofs  that  the 

[itia  would  not  sland,and  lie  presumed  the  situa- 
tion of  the  horses  would  not  admit  of  retnming 
with  the  Army.  He  supposed  the  detacbmenl 
calculated  to  cover  itself,  and  doubtless  would  hare 
balmily  succeeded,  had  the  right  and  left  columns 
obeyeo  the  orders  which  it  is  said  M^or  Wylly» 
had  given.  He  knew  of  no  one  circumstance  in  me 
General's  conduct  during  the  expedition,  which 
ought  to  injure  his  reputation;  and,  though  the- 
misfortunes  of  the  31si  were  to  be  lamented,  yet 
he  believed  the  salvation  of  the  remainder  of  the 
Army,  the  baggvse,  and  stores,  were  due  oi^y  to 
the  maki^  that  detaehnient. 

ftoettion  l^  the  Court  On  the  arrival  at  the 
troops  in  camp,  who  were  defeated  on  the  Slst,  da 
you  think,  from  the  stale  of  mkd  the  militia  vero 
in,  that,  if  the  General  had  ordered  the  Army, 
back,  the  militia  would  hare  gone  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  would  or 


but,  if  they  had  gone,  and  i 
place  to  retieftt  to,  I  s 


le  and  not  having  anr 
of  opinion  they  would    . 
soon  as  they  were  attacked,  and  ba>e 
left  the  Federal  troops  to  be  sacrificed. 
The  CcHUt  then  adjourned  to  to-morrow  mom- 
g,  at  9  o'clock. 


SBPTZmBH  33. 
The  Court  havtBg  met  acsording  to  adjouni- 
ment,  directed  the  Recorder  to  write  die  folwwiag 
letter  to  hb  Excellency  General  St.  Clair : 

Fort  Washington,  September  22, 1701. 
Sin ;  1  am  directed  by  the  Court  of  Inqniry  now 
sitting  in  this  place,  to  inform  your  KJ^eUeiuy 
that  tne  Coort  have  gone  through  the  examioa' 
tioa  of  all  the  witnesses  that  have  been  adduced, 
and  thai  those  from  Kentuoky,  who  were  refecma 
to  in  your  Excellency's  letter  to  the  President  of, 
the  Court,  have  not  appeared.  The  Court  are 
DOW  ready  to  close  their  proccadings,  uiile^  your 
Bxcelleney  has  information  of  any  fVuther  evi- 
dence being  ready,  of  which  the  Court  b^  to  b«, 
informed. 

1  hare  the  Imsoi  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect, 
respect  youi  Bxcelleacy'B  most  obedient  servant^ 
WINSLOW  WARREN, 

Recorder  to  the  Court. 
To  His  Excellency  Oenenl  St.  Ci^ia. 
To  which  letter,  his  Excellency  General  St. 
Glair  sent  the  following  answer:  ' 

FoET  WAeHiiaoTOM,  £:Bf<(«i»&er22,17gi. 
Sib:  You  wiir please  to  inform  the  Court  that 
1  kMW  of  no  evidences  here,  other  than  thoM  that 
hare  been  befbre  them,  and  thai  it  is  not  {WofaaUd 
those  from  Kentucky  will  come  forward.  1  Uiei»- 
fore  see  no  rMion  why  the  [woeeaiUiigi  shonld 
not  be  closed. 
1  am,  rir,  yonr  very  humble  servant, 

AHTHUK  St.  CIAIR. 
Mr.  WAHim, 
JUeofder  to  lie  Couri  of  Inquiry, 


v.^,. 
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Onirf  o^  Iftpiiry  on  GeBtral  Haratar. 


Sochi  after,  the  followinf  letter  «u  received : 

Septbmbeb  22, 1791. 

Smr  Since  I  wrote  to  you  a  moment  ago,  I 
have  been  informed  that  it  is  probable  more  testi- 
mony will  be  offered  to  the  Court  in  the  course  of 
this  day.  If  the  Court,  then,  have  not  already 
closed  their  proceeding,  I  wish  they  would  be 
pleased  to  defer  it  until  to-morrow  morning,  of 
which  please  to  inform  them. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

'  A.  St.  CLAIR. 

Mr.  WiBHEN. 

To  which  the  following  answer  was  relumed : 
FoBT  Wabbimotoh,  September  22, 1791, 

Sib  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the 
Court  of  Inquiry  to  inform  your  Eicellency  that, 
ID  consequence  of  the  last  letter  with  which  you 
were  pleased  to  honor  them,  they  have  adjourned 
to  meet  to-morrow,  at  9  o'clock,  a.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  servant, 

WINSLOW  WARREN. 

His  Excellency  General  St.  Claib. 

The  Court  then  adjourned  to  September  23d,  9 
o'clock,  a.  m. 

SGPTEHaEH  23. 

The  Court  met  iLCCording  to  adjournment ;  and, 
DO  further  evidences  appearing,  came  to  a  resolu- 
tion to  close  their  proceedings. 

The  Court,  having  deliberately  considered  the 
evidence  before  them  separately  and  aggregately, 
are  unanimous  in  the  following  opinion : 

1st.  That  the  personal  conduct  of  the  said  Bri- 
gadier Oeneral  Harmar  was  irreproachable. 

2d.  That  the  oricanizalion  of  the  Army  was  cal- 
ctUated  to  support  harmony,  and  give  mutual  con- 
fidence to  the  several  parts. 

3d,  That  the  order  of  march  (a  copy  of  which 
is  annexed  to  these  proceedings)  was  perfectly 
adapted  to  the  country  through  which  the  Army 
had  to  pass. 

4th.  That  the  order  of  encampment  and  battle 
(plana  of  which  are  also  subjoined)  were  judi- 
cious, and  well  calculated  to  give  security  to  the 
camp,  energy  to  the  troops  in  case  of  attack,  and 
simple  in  its  execution. 

5th.  Thai  there  were  just  reasons  for  the  de- 
tachments of  the  14th  and  19th  of  October  ;  thai 
the  detachment  of  the  21st  was  made  on  good 
principles,  and  had  the  designed  effect  of  securing 
the  return  of  the  Army,  and  preventing  the  enemy 
iVom  harassing  their  rear ;  that  the  Oeneral  had 
ordered  support  for  the  said  detachment  in  lime, 
but  that  his  orders  were  not  .properly  executed ; 
and  thai  the  conduct  of  thesaid  Brigadier  General 
Josiab  Hannar  merits  high  approbation. 
RICHARD  BUTLER, 

Major  General,  Prendeat. 

Attest:  WiNBLOw  Warrbk, 
lAtut.  and  Adfl  to  tke  2d  U.  S.  TtgH, 

Recorder  to  the  Omrt. 


[Here  follow  Dkgrama  of  the  order  trf'  faftttlcj 

The  depositions  Nos.  1,  2,  3^  and  4,  have  been 

handed  in,  and  read  to  the  Court    They  have 

thought  proper  to  subjoin  them  to  their  proceed' 

ings,  for  your  Excellency's  information. 

No.L 


a  BalUlion  of  iCentucky  MiUtia, 
commanded  by  Major  McMuIlen,  on  the  late  ex- 
pedition undertaken  against  the  savages  of  the 
Omee  towns ;  and  that  he,  this  deponent,  had  very 


rith  Biigamer  General  Barmar,  who  ci 
the  whole  forces  so  employed.  And  this  deponent 
saith,  that  he  never  did,  to  the  best  of  his  \now- 
ledge,  see  the  said  General  Harmar  in  a  state  of 
intoxication,  nor  wanting  in  that  duty  and  atien- 
n  which  he  6wed  to  the  safety  and  order  of  the 


Sworn  the  5lh  day  of  May,  1791,  at  Cincinnati, 
in  the  county  of  Hamilton,  before  m^  GeorM 
Turner,  one  of  the  Judges  in  and  over  the  T«tn- 
tory  aforesaid.  O.  TURNER. 

No.  3. 


John  Thorp^  Superintendent  of  Artificers  in  the 

Army  of  the  United  States  now  serving  at  Fort 
Wasnington,  in  the  county  of  Hamilton,  makelh 
oath  and  saith :  That  he,  this  deponent,  com- 
manded the  Corps  of  Pioneers  on  the  late  expedi- 
tion against  the  Omee  towns^ under  the  command 
of  Brteadier  General  Josiah  Harmar )  thaLdurinK 
the  whole  march  of  the  forces  so  under  the  said 
General  Harmar's  command,  both  advancing  and 
returning,  it  appeared  to  him^  this  deponent,  that 
the  said  General  conducted  himself  in  a  regular 
and  truly  military  manner ;  that  the  GeneraFs  de- 
portment was  on  all  occasions  no  less  reg:ular,  be- 
coming, and  military,  while  in  camp,jhsn  on  the 
march,  to  the  best  of  this  deponent^s  knowledge 
and  belief ;  and  that,  although  it  was  a  part  of  this 
deponent's  duty  to  attend  personally  on  the  Gene- 
ral early  every  momin?,  and  also  at  the  encamp- 
ment every  night,  yet  he,  this  deponent,  does  not 
remember  that  he  ever  perceived  the  said  General 
Harmar  in  a  slate  of  intoxication  during  the  whole 
eKpedilii>n,but,on  the  contrary,  verily  believes  thai 
the  said  General  Harmar's  conduct  tbroughont 
the  expedition,  was  marked  with  great  sohrietv 
and  eminent  vigilance.  JOHN  THORP. 

Sworn  at  Fort  Washington  aforesaid,  the  37th 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1791,  befm^ 
me,  one  of  the  Judges  in  and  over  the  Territoiy 
aforesaid. 

O.  TURNER. 


v.^,. 
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Oowi  of  loguiry  on  General  Harmar. 


William  Wells  Esq^  of  the  North  Bend,  ia  the 
county  of  Hamilioa,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Coaaaoa  Pleas  held  io  and  for  the  said  couoty, 
and  superintendeac  of  commissary's  stores  during 
tlie  late  expedition  against  the  Omee  sarages, 
being  duly  sworn,  maseih  oath,  and  saith  as  Tol- 
loirs.  that  is  to  say :  First,  this  deponent  saith  that 
the  duties  of  his  late  ap^intmeat  as  superintend- 
ent, aforesaid,  required  nim  to  be  about  the  person 
of  the  General  commanding  the  troops  on  that 
expedition  every  morning  and  nicht,  and  that  the 
aaid  Commanding  General  (Joaian  Harmar,  Esq.,) 
uniformly  appeared  to  him  (this  deponent)  in  a 
state  of  sobiiety,  competent  Co  the  ttaosaciion  of 
any  business  peitaiaine  to  his  station.  And  fur- 
ther this  deponent  saith  not. 

WILLIAM  WELLS. 
Sworn  at  Cincinnati,  ia  the  connty  (if  Hamil- 
ton, and  Territory  aforesaid,  this  19th  day  of  May, 
1791,  before  me,  Oeorge  Tuner,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
Judges  in  and  ovet  the  said  TerritOTy. 

Na4. 

The  affidavit  of  Col<»iel  John  Hardin,  taken  in 
eonaequence  of  a  Court  <rf'  Inquiry,  to  be  held  at 
Fort  Washington,  respecting  the  conduct  of  Briga- 
dier General  UaJmar  on  the  eKpedition  against 
the  Manmee  towns,  in  October,  1790. 

This  deponent,  being  first  iwom,  deposeth  and 
saith :  That,  on  his  airiral  with  the  Kenlocky 
militia  at  the  mouth  of  Licking,  he  ciuumenced 
an  Bcquainiaude  with  Qeneial  Harmar;  fanad, 
from  his  eonversaiion,  that  he  had  the  good  of  his 
country  and  the  expedition  very  much  at  heart ; 
business  was  carried  on  regularly,  and  with  as 
much  expedition  as  the  nature  of  tne  case  would 
admit.  Aboat  the  1st  of  October  we  jKoceeded 
on  our  march ;  after  the  line  of  march  was  formed 
the  deneral  issued  his  ordera  regularly,  and  ob- 
serred  Tery  strictly  that  they  were  executed;  on. 
our  march  there  was  an  Indian  prisoner  taken, 
irho  gave  information  that  the  Indians  and  French 
were  repoiriiw  the  Old  Fort  at  the  Maumee  town, 
and  that  the  Indians  were  oot  likely  to  ^t  any  of 
tike  neighboring  tribes  to  join  them ;  this  prisoner 
also  informed  us  they  did  not  know  that  Cieneral 
Harmar  had  any  artillery.  After  receiving  this 
inforiOation  the  General  and  this  deponent  cod- 
«ulted  upon  the  matter,  and  it  was  agreed  to  de- 
tach six  hundred  men,  leaving  all  nieir  heavy 
baggage,  and  march  rapidly  to  the  towns,  hoping 
that  the  enemy  would  fly  to  their  fort,  provided 
the  artillery  was  not  discovered,  and  that  six  hun* 
died,  rank  and  file,  would  be  sufficient  to  keep 
them  in  their  fort  imtil  General  Harmar  arrivea 
with  the  artillery  and  balance  of  the  Atmv.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  General  was  informed  by  the 
guidei  that  they  were  within  thirty  or  thirty-five 
^iles  of  the  towns,  there  was  a  detachment  ordered 
to  make  ready  with  all  possible  expedition)  those 
orders  were  so  pleasing  to  the  <mceTS  that  they 
disrated  who  ahottld  go,  and  some  cast  lots  in 


order  to  setde  the  dispute ;  this  deBooent,  beuic 
honored  with  the  command,  left  the  General  with 
his  detachment,  and  saw  him  no  more  until  he 
arrived  at  the  Maumee  village,  which  be  thinks 
was  about  three  or  foiu  days  after  he  left  him, 
during  which  time  he  heard  no  complaints  of  Ge- 
neralHarmar.  After  the  General's  arrival  at  the 
Maumee  village,  and  the  Indians  all  fled,  he  ex- 
pressed a  very  great  desire  to  make  his  route  by 
the  Wea  town,  on  the  Wabash ;  for  this  pur- 
pose there  was  a  council  ordered  to  be  held;  but 
Wore  the  council  met,  finding  the  Indians  had 
stolen,  the  night  before,  a  number  of  pack-hones 
end  some  of  tue  light-horemen's  horses,  there  was 
a  stop  put  to  the  business,  and  the  thoughts  of  the 
route  by  the  Wea  towns  laid  aside.  There  was 
an  old  French  captive  that  was  taken  informed  us 
the  Indians  were  scattered  in  the  woods,  and  were 
not  able  by  any  means  to  fight  us^  and  that  thej 
had  not  got  any  assistance  from  other  tribes ;  this 
induced  this  deponent  to  solicit  the  General  for  a 
command  of  about  three  or  four  hundred  men.  to 
range  the  woods  for  ten  or  twelve  miles,  which 
he  granted,  and  ordered  the  three  hundred  men  , 
to  b«  furnished  with  three  days' provisions ;  these 
orders  were  as  pleasing  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
as  the  former;  Colonel  Trotter  insisted  he  had 
been  promised  a  command;  and,  as  it  appeared 
this  would  be  productive  of  somethring  very  clever. 
he  wished  to  be  indulged  with  the  command  or 
the  detachment  then    ordered  out,  which  was 

S anted  by  the  General,  this  deponent  consentinj^ 
ereto.  Colonel  Trotter  marched  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th  October,  equipped  for  a  tour  of 
two  or  three  days,  in  order  to  hunt  up  Indian 
camps;  he  returned  on  the  evening  of  me  same 
day,  at  the  time  the  General  and  the  deponent 
were  about  fixing  the  guards,  in  order  to  capture 
any  of  the  enemy  that  might  come  to  steal  horses. 
The  General  appeared  much  displeased  with  the 
conduct  of  Colonel  Trotter,  and  ordered  the  tame 
party  out  again  that  evening,  and  foi  this  deponent 
to  go  next  morning  and  take  charge  of  them.  This 
deponent,  agreeably  to  the  orders  given,  collected 
what  he  could  of  the  party  next  morning;  and, 
after  proceeding  about  ten  miles,  fell  in  with  a 
party  of  Indians,  who  began  a  very  brisk  fire  on 
the  detachment,  who  retired  without  making 
but  very  little  resistance,  notwithstanding  all  e~ 


he  returned  to  camp^  ii 
bad  happened ;  that  it  was  owing  to  the  cowardly 
behaviour  of  the  militia,  and  insisted  on  another 
party  being  sent  to  the  battle-around.  The  Ge- 
neral informed  this  dep<»ient  fie  would  let  him 
know  in  the  morning.  Accordingly  he  told  him 
that  he  had  notconi^eted  the  object  that  he  was 
ordered  to  do,  and  that  if  anything  should  happen 
to  prevent  him,  he  should  be  reflected  on,  as  he  had 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  towns  so  long,  and 
had  not  destroyed  them,  that  he  would  first  give 
orders  for  that  purpose,  and  then  he  would  be  better 
able  to  judge  what  was  best  to  be  done.  On  the 
mMuingof  the  20th  orders  were  given  for  destroy- 
ing the  towns,  which  was  executed  accordingly. 
At  this  time  the  men  a{q»eared  more  timid  than  M- 
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Chart  t0  Atfuiry  on  Snicral  Bormar. 


f(we :  tke  Ocwnl  vM  thia  depcment  be  thm^t 
would  QOt  answer  a  good  purpoae  to  go  to  dte  Mttle- 


Kund,  as  the  spirits  of  tne  m 
'  at  beRTiog  of  m>  d 


„  _-ja  appeared  to berery 

J  men  oeing  killed,  aad 
ed  bodies  would  make 
tbem  muc%  more  so ;  aniTthe  Indiaui,  if  not  aUe 
to  flght  ui,  would  be  gone ;  and  tbat  he  should 
give  orders  to  take  up  the  line  of  march  to  Fort 
Washington.  Accorduigly,  on  the  moniiDg  of  the 
silt,  we  lefl  the  towns  and  b^an  our  march  for 
the  mo«tb  of  Ijicking,  in  about  eight  or  niue 
milea  encamiwd.  The  night  beingTery  dear,  and 
tlw  moon  KiTing  light,  this  deponent  iufbrmed  the 
General  that  he  thought  it  would  be  a  good  op- 
portunity to  steal  a  march  on  the  ludiaus,  as  he 
bad  rea*aa  to  believe  they  returned  to  the  towns 
as  soon  as  the^  knew  the  Armv  had  left  it. 
The  Qeneral  did  not  <^>pear  fond  of  sending  a 
pvty  back,  Imt  this  deponent  urged  the  matter, 
informing  ihe  Qeneral  that,  as  he  had  been  un- 
fommale  the  other  day,  he  wished  to  bare  it  in 
his  power  to  pick  the  militia  and  try  it  again; 
and  at  the  same  time  endeavored  to  account  for 
the  men's  not  fighting,  and  desired  an  opportunity 
to  retriere  the  credit  of  the  militia;  the  General 
appeared  not  to  be  of  opinion  the  enemy  would 
rctnm  so  won,  bat  lold  this  deponent  he  might 
take  about  one  hundred  men  and  go  back;  this 
depMkeat  reined  he  did  not  wish  to  go  back  with 
less  than  five  or  six  hundred  men ;  the  General 
asswoed  that  the  troops  were  very  mtich  fatigued, 
and  tbat  it  would  not  answer  any  valuable  pur- 
poae  to  send  so  many  men:  this  denonent  th«i 
left  the  General;  in  about  naif  an  nour  he  weis 
sent  for,  when  the  General  informed  him  that  be 
intended  to  send  Major  Wyllya  back  with  all  the 
Federal  troops  that  could  be  spared,  saying,  at  the 
«me  time,  they  were  the  men  tbat  woidd  stand 
ta  the  work,  and  tbat  he  wanted  about  one  hun- 
ibed  of  oar  best  militia.  Aftw  some  ooBTersa- 
tka  between  the  General  and  thia  depon«il,  the 
lattn  wept  to  Major  Wyllys  and  told  nim  he  did 
Bol  like  his  going  back  with  so  few  men;  the 
Major,  also  thmking  the  number  too  few.  wished 
this  depinent  to  q»Mk  to  the  General  on  the  sub- 
wotj  which  was  done.  Major  McMuUen  and 
Major  Hall  were  then  sent  for,  and  the  design 
made  known  to  tbem ;  they  both  appeared  well 
pleased  with  the  afiair ;  it  was  then  proposed  what 
number  of  men  would  be  sufficient,  this  deponent 
racommending  from  four  to  six  nundred ;  they 
both  concluded  that  four  hundred  men  were  fully 
sufficient.  The  Goieral  seemed  perfectly  satis- 
fied that  any  number  of  troops  that  were  thought 
adequate  to  the  purpose  should  be  ordered;  ac- 
oordingly,  fom  hundred  men,  consisting  of  sixty 
ngulars,  three  hundred  foot  milituu  and  forty 
htutemen,  rank  and  file,  prcocriy  officered,  were 
tsdcred  to  be  ready  to  march  at  midnight;  this 
dapooenl  was  honored  with  the  command  of  the 

The  troops  marched  agreealdy  to  orders  about 
two  o'clock,  and  aiter  proceeding  to  the  towns  they 
Ml  in  with  ajiorty  of  Indians,  (a  battle  enstied,Uie 
tasult  of  which  is  generaUy  known ;)  as  they  re- 
tntned,  about  one  and  a  hau  miles  before  w«  got ; 


to  camp.  This  deponent  seat  a  hoiseman  forward 
to  iuform  the  Qeneral  what  was  done,  and  Teiy 
shortly  after  he  had  despatched  this  boreEman,  met 
Major  Ray,  with  about  thirty  men,  who  infcMmed 
him  there  had  come  a  horseman  into  camp^  and 
had  acquainted  (he  General  that  the  party  was 
nearly  all  cut  ofi^  that  the  General  bad  sent  him  wiA 
what  men  he  could  get  out  of  the  militia  to  meet 
what  had  escaped  gf  the  detachment,  tbat  dioae 
with  him  were  all  thatwouldtuni  out:  this  depo- 
nent informed  the  Major  otherwise,  and  requeued 
him  to  wait  untU  Major  M'Mullen,  Major  HaH, 
and  Major  Ormsby  should  come  up,  that  iney  w«t« 
hut  a  small  distance  behin^  and  he  would  go  for- 
ward to  Ihe  GeneraL  When  this  deponeat  ar> 
rived  at  camp  and  informed  the  General  what  was 
done,  be  appeared  to  be  well  satisfied  i  he  also 
asked  the  General  if  he  would  not  send  back  an- 
other pBJiT  to  keep  possessitm  of  the  battle  groniiA 
he  replied,  he  would  not  divide  his  Army  any 
more,  when  this  deponeat  insisted  on  the  whcde 
Army's  T<<pn-hi»g  back,  no  person  being  pmcat, 
except  the  General,  Major  Dou^ty,  aiM  this  d»- 
ponenl :  the  General  answered,  You  see  the  ait»> 
ation  of  the  Army,  we  ate  now  scaredy  ^>U  lo 
move  our  baggage,  it  will  take  up  three  uys  logo 
and  return  to  this  [dace,  we  have  no  more  forage 
for  our  horses,  and  if  the  Indians  intend  to  coUaet, 
which  he  apprehended  lb«y  wooU,  from  tbeit  wm^ 
cess  on  the  19th,  it  would  give  Inem  a  Reat  o^ 
portunity ;  that  they  had  got  a  very  good  •eotU' 
ing,  and  he  would  keep  the  Army  in  perfect  r<a£- 
ness  to  receive  tbem,  should  they  tbuk  proper  U 
f^ow;  and  finally  concluded  that  under  the  pre- 
seat  circumstances,  it  was  best  to  move  forward 
to  Fort  WashiagttMk,  and  if  the  Indians  did  follow, 
he  would  make  every  exertion  in  his  power  to  de- 
feat their  intentions;  Major  Doughty  appeared 
perfectly  to  affree  with  the  General  m  opinioii. 
The  bounds  of  the  camp  were  made  Less;  ue  Ar- 
my continued  at  the  same  camp  until  next  mom- 
iuf,  orders  were  given  to  march  9X  the  usual  hoto-, 
which  was  eight  o'clock ;  during  this  lime  thia 
deponent  never  heard  any  person  expr«K  a  denr« 
to  go  back  to  the  towns,  except  two  B«^iers  of  H»> 
jor  Ray's  party,  by  the  names  of  Hillcr  and  Han^ 
mond.  Next  morning,  at  the  hour  appointed  to 
march,  the  Qeueml  moved  witb  the  bont  of  the 
Army^  and  halted  at  a  very  small  distanoc,  litien 
not  Ming  ready  for  all  the  wounded.  This  depo- 
nent, with  the  rear  guard,  and  m  "'         ■■■      - 

leave  the  can —  "-•■'  • >-' — <■ 

and  joist 


my  odiers,  did  not 

iny ;  (be  wb 
ceeded  on  towards  Fort  Washingbn,  with 


the  Army ;  the  whole  then  pnH> 

■""*■*  thasmock 

It,  until  we 


the  old  Chilicothe , 

a  number  of  militia,  contrary  to  orders,  fired  i^ 
their  guns.  This  dmoneni  endeavored  to  pat  a 
slop  to  such  disorderly  behaviour ;  and  command- 
ed that  thoae  offenders  that  could  be  taken  should 
be  punished  agreeably  lo  general  orders,  and  bav- 
iog  caught  a  soldier  himself  in  the  very  act  i£ 
firing  hif  sun,  ordered  a  file  of  men  to  take  him 
immediately  and  carry  him  to  the  aix-poonder, 
and  for  the  drummer  to  de  him  up  and  giva 

la^es.    This  deponeil  was  diwtly  afioi 


v.^,. 
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CanMvce  with  Oreat  BriUatk. 


met  by  Colonel  Trotter  aad  Ma^or  M'Mullen,  and 
&  nuiDDer  of  militia  wldiers,  who  in  an  abrupt  msa- 
aer  asked  him  by  what  authority  he  ordered  that 
(oldiei  whii^edT  he  replied,  in  support  of  general 
orders ;  on  which  a  very  warm  disput«  etuued  be- 
tweea  Colonel  Trotter,  Major  M'Mullen,  and  this 
deponent.  The  General,  being  informed  of  what 
haa  happened  came  forward  and  gave  Colonel 
Trotter  and  Major  U'Mollen  a  Tery  severe  repri- 
mand, ordered  the  Federal  troops  to  parada  and  the 
dtununer  to  do  his  duty,  sweating  he  would  risk  biB 
life  in  support  of  his  orders.  The  man  received 
theaiynDer  of  lashes  ordered,  and  several  that  were 
Qonfined  were  set  at  liberty ;  numbers  of  the  militia 
RBBmed  much  pleased  with  what  was  done.  This 
iiu«aded  matmy  being  soon  quashed,  the  Anny 
noeeeded  in  good  order  to  Foit  Washington. 
When  the  Army  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Licking, 
tl»e  Genefal  informed  this  deponent  be  had  deter- 
mined  to  aneit  some  of  the  militia  officers  for  their 
bod  Gondnct,  and  send  them  home  with  disgrace ; 
biU  this  deponent  opposed  his  iitteittion,  aUogiog 
that  it  wotHd  be  a  disgrace  to  tlu  whole  miCtia, 
tlwt  he  would  perhaps  stand  in  need  of  their  assist- 
4n«eoo«oaaefuttireoccaaion,and  it  would  soui  their 
OUnds  and  cause  them  to  turn  out  with  reluctance, 
a/oA  that  bis  dischargii^  then)  generally  with  hcuer, 
ferhapa  would  aiuwet  a  better  punwae ;  the  QenC' 
nl  readily  induUed  the  request  of  this  deponent 
This  deponent  lurth«T  obaeives,  that  dunng  the 
•nedititm  he  never  heard  officer  nor  soldier  find 
Umt,  or  give  the  most  distant  hint  of  being  di»- 
pleased  with  the  General's  conduct  in  any  respect, 
nor  cbai^  bin)  with  cowardice  or  drunkenness, 
and  expected  the  General  had  given  general  satis- 
faction :  and  what  more  confirmed  his  opinion,  was 
after  their  arrival  at  Fort  Washington,  the  Gene- 
ral invlMd  all  the  field  ud  some  otbrM  ttfcers  to 
dine  with  him,  amongst  whom  was  Colonel  Trot- 
ter, Major  Doughty,  Major  Hall,  and  Major  Mc- 
Mullen.  Dinner  being  over,  wine  was  introduced^ 
Ae  General  itepftin^  om  on  some  oceeaian.  Major 
Hall  arcipmed  ormking  hit  health,  it  was  nnani- 
mousiy  agreed  to,  and  with  as  much  ok«eifulness 
aa  any  other  health  that  wa^  proposed.  Tbis  depo- 
nent continued  at  Fort  Washington  afewdays  after, 
and  never  heard  any  person  speak  a  disrepectful 
word  of  General  Harmar,  or  find  fault  in  the  least 
with  his  conduct  whilst  on  the  expedition.  When 
this  deponent  returned  home  in  Kentucky,  hearinff 
such  reports  respecting  the  expedition,  was  much 
amaze(L  but  concluded  it  arose  from  a  want  of 
knowledge  and  proper  information,  or  from  preju- 
dice. Tbis  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  looked 
<m  General  Harmar  to  be  avery  brave  and  experi- 
enced officer.    And  (Urthet  saitb  not. 

JOHN  HARDIN. 
Nblbon,  •«. 

This  day  came  Colonel  John  Hardin  before  me, 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  said  county,  and  made 
oatb,  that  the  above  affidavit  was  just  and  true  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge,  and  subscribed  his  name 
in  my  presence.  Given  under  my  band,  thisfour- 
teeun  day  of  September,  1791. 

JOHN  CALDWELL. 


1  have  read  the  aboveaffidavil,  and  what  comes 
within  my  knowledge  of  it,  I  know  to  be  tfue,  and 
the  rest  I  believe  to  be  true.  Giveu  under  my  hand, 
this  fifteenth  of  September,  1791. 

STEPHEN  ORMSBY. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Nelson  county.  BENJAMIN  FRTE. 


COMMEBCB  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
MtMage  &om  the  Pbhuixt  aw  tii  Uvi^d  St^tbi, 


Bridsk  Hiniatar  Plaupatentiaiy  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  rdatjon  to   the   Coaunercs   of  ttw   two 


(?«Rffeme»  ^  Ae  iSbn* 

and  House  of  Sepntmtaiivea  : 

1  have  thought  it  prcxier  to  lay  befiaie  you  a, 
communication  of  tbe  llth  iiutant,  hem  the  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Ser 
cretary  oi  State,  relative  to  the  Oommerea  of  the 
two  couiUries;  together  with  their  explanatory 
correspondence,  and  the  Secretary  of  State's  Let- 
ter to  me  on  the  subject 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

Afiii.  13, 1792. 

Phii.adei.phu,  April  13,  1792. 

Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Hammond,  Minister  Pleui' 
potentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  covering  a 
clause  of  a  statute  of  that  country  relative  to  its 
Commerce  with  this,  and  notifying  a  determina- 
tion to  carry  it  into  execution  henceforward. 
Conceiving  that  the  determination  announced 
could  not  De  really  meant  as  extensively  as  the 
words  import,  I  asked  and  received  an  explanation 
from  tbe  Minister,  as  expressed  in  tbe  Letter  and 
answer  herein  enclosed ;  and,  on  consideration  of 
all  circumstances,  1  cannot  but  confide  in  the 
opinion  expressed  by  him,  that  its  sole  object  bro 
exclude  foreign  vessels  from  the  islands  of  Jersey 
and  Guernsey. 

The  want  of  proportion  between  the  motives 
expressed  aikd  the  meaiura,  its  magnitude  and  con- 
sequences, total  silence  as  to  tbe  proclamatioD  on 
which  tbe  intercourse  between  the  two  couittriea 
has  hitherto  hung,  and  of  which,  in  this  broad 
sense,  it  would  be  a  revocation,  and  the  recent 
manifestations  of  tbe  disposition  of  that  Govern- 
ment to  concur  with  tbis  in  muttaal  offices  of 
Irieadship  and  good  will,  support  hia  eonatruction. 

Tbe  Bliniater,  moreover,  assured  me  verbally 
that  he  would  iouBediatdy  write  to  his  Court  for 
an  expUnotion,  and  in  the  mean  time  is  of  opinion 
that  the  usual  intercourse  <^  Comtqerce  between 
the  two  countries  (Jersey  and  Guernsey  excepted) 
need  not  be  suspended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the 
most  profound  reqiect  and  attachment,  air,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  hiunUe  aervant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  PhebideMt  of  the  U.  8. 
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Petition  ^  Catharitte  Grtem. 


Philadblpbia,  August  11, 1793. 

SiH:  I  have  Teceived,  bj  a  circular  despatch 
from  my  Court,  directions  to  inform  this  Govern- 
ment toat,  coiuiderable  iucoDTenieDces  haying 
arisen  from  the  importation  of  tobacco  in  foreign 
resaels  into  the  ports  of  hia  Majestf's  dominions, 
contnry  to  the  act  of  the  ISlh  Charlea  II,  chapter 
18,  section  3,  (commonly  called  the  Narigation 
act)  it  has  been  determined,  in  fature,  strictly  to 
enforce  this  clause,  of  which  I  take  the  liberty  of 
enclosing  to  you  a  copy. 

And  I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  with  perfect 
oaieem  and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 


Mr.  Jeffebsoh. 


GEO.  HAMMOND. 


Act  13  Car.  2,  Chap.  18,  Sec.  a 
And  U  it  Jvrlher  enacted  by  the  autfutrity  qfort- 
taid,  That  no  goods  or  commodities  whatsoever, 
of  the  growth,  production,  or  manufacture  of 
Africa,  Asia,  or  America,  or  of  any  part  thereof. 
which  are  described  or  laid  down  m  the  usual 
mapB  or  charts  of  those  places,  be  imported  into 
Biuland,  Ireland,  or  Wales,  islands  of  Onernsey 
and  Jersey,  or  town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  in 
any  other  ship  or  ships,  vessel  or  vessels  whatso- 
ever,  but  in  such  as  do  truly  and  without  fraud, 
belong  only  to  the  peofde  ot  England  or  Ireland, 
DommioD  of  WaW  or  town  of  Berwick-upon- 
Tweed,  or  of  the  knds,  islands,  plantatioits.  or 
territories  in  Asia,  Africa,  or  America,  to  his  Ma- 
jesty belonging,  as  the  proprietors  and  right 
owners  tbereotyand  whereof  the  master  and  three- 
fourths  at  least  of  the  mariners  are  English,  under 
the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  all  such  goods  and 
commodities,  and  of  the  ship  or  vessel  m  which 
they  were  imported,  with  all  her  guns,  tackle, 
fiimiture,  ammunition^  and  apparel — one  moiety 
to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  him  or  them  who  shall  seize,  in- 
form^  or  sue  for  the  same,  in  any  Court  of  Record, 
by  bill,  information,  plaint,  or  other  action,  where- 
in no  essoine,  protection,  or  wager  of  law,  shall  be 
allowed. 

Pbilavblpbia,  April  12, 1792. 
Sir  :  I  am  this  moment  favored  with  the  Letter 
joa  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  yesterday,  cover- 
ing the  extract  of  a  British  statute  forbidding  the 
admisaion  of  foreign  vesseb  into  any  ports  o?  the 
British  dominions,  with  goods  or  commodities  of 
the  growth,  jtrod  act  ion,  or  manufacture  of  Ame- 
rica, The  effect  of  this  appears  to  me  so  exten- 
sive, as  to  induce  a  doubt  whether  I  understand 
rightly  the  determination  to  enforce  it,  which  you 
notify,  and  to  oblige  me  to  ask  of  you  whether  we 
are  to  consider  it  as  so  far  a  revocation  of  thepro- 
clamatitM  of  your  Government,  reflating  the 
Commerce  between  the  two  countnes,  ana  that 
henceforth  no  articles  of  the  growth,  production, 
or  manufactare  of  the  United  States  are  to  be  re- 
ceived in  the  ports  rf  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  in 
vessels  belmigiDg  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  1 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentimenla  of  ike 
most  perfect  esteem  and  respect,  sir,  yoor  moit 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  MiNISTEB  PLBWIPOTEKTIART 

qf  Great  Britain. 

pHit.AiiBLPBi*,  April  12, 179S. 

Bib:  InanswertoyourLetterofthisdBy,llwrp 
the  honor  of  observina:,  that  1  have  no  oth^  in- 
structions upon  the  subject  of  my  communicatioa 
than  such  as  are  contained  in  thecircular  despatch, 
of  which  I  stated  the  purport  in  my  Letta  dated 
yesterday.  I  have,  however,  no  difficulty  in  as- 
suring you  that  the  result  of  my  personal  eoovic- 
tion  IS,  that  the  determination  of  his  Majesty^ 
Government  to  enforce  the  clause  rf  the  Act  of 
Navigation,  (a  copy  of  which  I  transmitted  to 
you,)  with  respect  to  the  importation  of  commo- 
dities in  foreign  vessels,  has  originated  in  conse- 
quence of  the  many  (Vauds  that  nave  taken  ptace 
in  the  importation  of  tobacco  into  hta  Majes^'s 
dominions,  in  foreign  vessels,  and  is  not  intenoM 
to  militate  against  the  proclamation,  or  ordei  of 
the  King  in  Council,  regulating  the  commeieiat 
intercourse  between  Gt^at  Britain  and  the  United 
Stales,  which  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  stiU 
exists  in  full  force,  as  1  have  not  had  the  moot 
distant  information  of  its  beins  revoked. 

I  have  (he  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perftei 
esteem  and  consideration,  sir,  your  moat  obedient 
humble  servant, 

OBO.  HAMMOND. 

Mr.  Jepfehsoh. 


PETITION  OP  CATHARINE  GREENE. 

Th«  SacBKTABi  OT  TBS  Tatisvai,  to  whom  was  i«- 
ferred  a  petition  of  CBthariiM  Greene,  d*  the  <th  of 
Hard),  1780,  rMpedftdly  anbaut*  the  bUowinf  Bb- 


The  .said  petition  seeks  to  obtain  an  indemnifi- 
cation from  the  United  Stales  against  the  effects 
of  certain  engagements  which  were  entered  into 
by  the  now  deceased  husbaad  of  the  petitioner, 
the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Greene,  while 
commanding  officer  in  the  Southern  Department ; 
and,  for  the  circumstances  on  which  it  b  founded, 
refers  to  a  representation,  of  the  22d  of  August, 
1785,  which  was  made  by  the  said  Gen.  Greene 
to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled ;  a 
copy  of  which  representation,  marked  A,  is  here- 
wttn  submitted. 

The  following  are  the  principal  (acts  which 
appear  in  relation  to  this  application : 

1.  The  Department  of  War,  in  the  Fall  of  the 
year  1782,  authorized  the  said  Major  Geneial 

Greenetor"^--  "-    -  ■--'      '^--'^ 

under  his  i 

2.  In  consequ 
ber  or  Decembc 

a  contract  for  the  supply  of  clothing  xo  the  Army 
with  John  Banks,  a  partner  in  the  boose  of  Hunt' 


sequence  of  this  authority,  in  NoVen>- 
!mber  of  the  same  year,  he  entered  into 
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ei,  Banks,  A,  Co.,  who  contTscted  cm  behalf  ofihe 
eompaDV  ;  and  upon  account  of  ihe  contract  ad- 
7anced  htm  eleven  hundred  guineas  in  money, and 
drew  bills  upon  the  Superintendent  of  Finance 
for  the  residue.  This  traosActiou  was  duly  noti- 
fied to  the  Department  of  War,  and  received  the 
approbation  olthat  department. 

3.  The  goods  for  completing  this  contract  were 
purchased  on  credit  by  the  contractors  from  cer- 
tain British  merchanu  then  in  Charleston. 

4.  About  the  same  period,  the  Superintend  eat 
of  Finance  empowered  G«nsral  Greene  to  contract 
for  the  supply  of  all  such  provisions  as  might  be 
wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  in  the  States  of 
North  and  South  Carolina  and  Ueore:ia,  wi|h  per- 
mission, if  more  convenient  to  him,  tocommittbe 
execution  of  the  business  to  Edward  Carrington, 
£^.;  to  whom  it  was  accordingly  committed. 

5.  An  engagement  which  haif  been  taken  by  the 
State  of  SouQi  Carolina,  for  the  supply  or  the 
Army,  was  to  expire  at  the  end  of  the  year  1782. 
It  became  uisent  to  complete  a  ccHitraet  for  the 
■upi)ly  after  that  period.  Advertisements  for  re- 
ceiviug  proposals  were  published;  and  particular 
applicationa  were  made  by  Oeneral  Oreene  to 
suodry  characters  erf*  property  and  influence,  who 
bad  been  formerly  men  of  business,  to  endeavor  to 
engage  them  to  enter  into  a  competition  for  the 
contract.  -  But  these  efforts  did  not  produce  the 
desired  effect,  owing  partly  to  the  distressed  and 
deranged  situation  of  the  country,  and  partly  to 
the  then  state  of  public  credit.  No  offer  was  made, 
except  by  the  same  John  Banks,  who  was  the  con- 
tractor for  supplying  the  troops  with  clothing,  act- 
ing on  behalfof  the  same  copartnership  of  Hunter, 
Banks,  A.  Co.  The  terms  proposed  by  him,  being 
thought  too  disadvanUfeoiis,  were  not  accepted 
in  the  first  instance.  The  State  of  Sout  Carolina 
having  consented  to  extend  its  measures  for  sup- 
plying the  Army  to  the  2tHh  of  February  foDow- 
lug,  advantage  was  taken  of  the  extensicw,  to  en- 
deavor to  procure  better  terms.  A  conclusion  was 
delayed  to  give  a  further  opportunity  for  other 
ofiers,  and  n^^iiaiions  were  carried  on  with  Mr. 
Banks  to  induce  him  to  moderate  his  terms.  He 
fell  somewhat  in  his  demands;  but  as  they  still 
continued  to  be  thought  too  high,  Gen.  Cfteeoe 
would  not  suffer  a  contract  to  be  concluded  till 
every  possible  effort  to  obtain  more  favorable 
terms  had  failed.  As  a  last  expedient  for  this  pur- 
foee,  a  letter  was  written  by  the  said  Edward  Car- 
rington  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  South  Carolina,  stating  the  then  situation 
of  the  business,  and  askmg  through  him  the  opi- 
nion of  the  House,  whether  there  was  a  probability 
of  obtaining  from  any  part  of  the  country  more 
advantageous  terms ;  and  whether  it  would  be  ad- 
visable, in  the  expectation  of  such  an  event,  to 
keep  open  the  contract  for  any  loitger  period.  It 
appears  to  have  been  an  object  of  tnis  letter, 
throueh  the  medium  of  that  body,  to  excite,  if 
possible,  some  further  competition.  But  Ihe  end 
was  not  answered.  The  Speaker,  in  his  reply, 
states  that  no  competition  had  been  excited  in 
consequence  of  it,  and  that,  though  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  Banks  were  tl^ought  too  high,  yet  i 


other  propoaals  had  been  made,  and  as  the  pressing 

Bities  of  the  Army  called  for  immediate  re- 

t  was  deemed  needless  to  keep  open  the  ctai- 
any  longer,  under  an  idea  that  more  advan- 
tageous propositionsmightbemade.  Under  these 
circumstances,  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month  of 
February,  a  contract  with  Hunter,  Banks,  &.  Co- 
was  concluded,  and  was  immediately  aAer  notified 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Finance. 

6.  It  is  stated  by  General  Greene,  in  his  repre- 
__ntation  to  Congress,  that  the  company's  fimds 
were  inadeouate  to  the  execution  of  what  they 
had  undertaxen ;  that  bills  sold  greatly  under  par, 
and  few  could  be  sold  at  any  rate ;  that  the  funds 
of  which  the  company  were  possessed  were  tied 
up  by  prior  engagements;  that  the  creditors  in- 
sitteo  on  further  security,  before  they  would  eon- 
sent  to  an  a]qdicBti(Ki  of  those  fVmds  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Army.  That  he  was  reduced  to  a  choice 
of  difficulties,  either  to  turn  the  Army  loose  upon 
the  country,  or  take  upon  himself  the  risk  of  sup- 
porting the  contractors;  that  he  chose  the  latter, 
as  the  least  evil,  and  baeame  bound  for  them  to 
their  creditors  for  a  sum  of  upwards  of  thirty  thou- 
sand poundssterling;  that  to  render  the  hazard  as 
small  as  possible,  he  made  the  company  give  an 
order  on  their  agent  in  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Petlit, 
for  all  the  contract  money  and  sums  due  upon  the 
clothing  department,  to  be  paid  into  the  lunds  of 
the  persons  whose  debts  he  had  guaranteed,  and 
that  one  of  the  creditors  was  sent  forward  to  re- 
ceive them ;  but  that  these  funds  were  diverted 
into  other  ehatmels. 

And  it  appears,  in  proof  that  public  bills  were, 
as  alleged,  of  very  difficult  sale,  being  subject  to 
a  discount  of  15  per  cent,  for  prompt  payment, 
(as  much  as  25  being  sometimes  demanded ;)  that 
the  Army,  at  the  time  when  this  engagement  irw 
entered  mto  by  Oeneral  Greene,  was  in  a  very 
critical  situation ;  that  discontents,  from  various 
causes  bad  produced  several  instances  of  actual 
mutiny ;  that  if  the  contractors  had  &iled,  there 
was  no  ground  to  count  on  any  other  resource  as 
a  substitute,  and  if  a  want  of  provbions  bad  been 
added  to  other  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  there  vras 
reason  to  apprehend  a  dbbanding  or  dissolution  of 
die  Army.  That  General  Oreene,  on  or  about 
the  Bth  of  April,  1783,  did  become  surety  for  the 
contractors,  to  different  persons,  in  very  consider- 
able  sums ;  and  it  is  to  be  inferred,  as  well  from 
the  fact  itself,  as  fttan  the  evidence,  that  the  doing 
of  it  was  necessary,  by  quieting  their  creditors,  to 
enaUe  them  to  proceed  iaihe  supply  of  the  Army. 

It  further  appears,  in  proof^  tlut  Mr.  Burnet,  one 
of  the  company,  had  informed  Mr.  Pettii,  their 
agent,  that  they  had  purchased  a  quantity  of^  goods 
from  JBritish  merchants  in  Charleston;  that  these 
goods  had  enabled  them  to  undertake  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  Army  in  clothing  and  provisions ;  aiid 
that  they  had  stipiilated  with  those  merchants 
"  that  the  moneys  arising  from  theccmtract  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  con- 
tracted by  that  purchase."  That  repeated  instruc- 
tions, by  letter,  in  the  name  of  the  company — 
sometimes  in  the  handwriting  of  Banks,  and  some- 
times of  BoisetH-"  nniformly  held  up  to  him  (Mr. 
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Petlit)  ihe  idea  of  paying  tke  piodnee  of  the  cob- 
tnct  to  the  game  meretumti,  in  proportion  to  their 
reapeotive  dainu,  of  which  they  Mat  ■  lift  nmoiuit- 
ata  t«)  upwards  of  £33,000,  due  to  thret  honan." 
That  two  pftymMts,  ope  for  tl^S^^andtheo^er 
for  $4^2,  wwe  made  hy  him  to  the  Biitiah  mer- 
ehaata ;  that  a  Mr.  WarriBstam,  one  of  th«n,  had 
come  forward  to  Philadd|ihia  to  receive  die  mo- 
ney, both  oD  his  own  aeeount,  and  as  an  agent  for 
others  i  but  that,  ia  coueqauKe  oS  sulMeaiient 
anangementa  and  inBiruetioos,  the  residue  a  the 
c<»tnct  money  was  dirertcd  to  other  porpoMs. 

7.  Precautiooa  wHe  taken  ky  QenenJ  Qieene, 
when  he  became  apsriied  of  hia  danger,  to  «lMaiD 
counter  secniity.  This  was  aetnally  eSecled  to  a 
eonaideniUe  extent ;  but  it  Mems  now  redoeed  to 
a  eertainty,  that  a  low  of  not  less  than  eicfat  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  will  be  suMained  by  his  etute, 
in  consequence  of  uie  ttansactioo,  nnleas  iodem- 
nified  by  the  Goremment ;  and  ll^t  the  pnAeble 
result  will  be  the  entire  niin  of  the  estate. 

8.  No  docnmeal  ai^ears,  showing  that  the  no- 
tice of  his  haTiag  be«Mne  sately  for  the  company, 


Seen  by  Geneml  Gmcne  to  CcngreK, 
e  Public  Dcpartmenb,  prior  "  "^^ 
represcDtationa  of  the  3Sd  Aogust,  1786,  eli 


r  any  of  the  Public  Dcpartmenb,  i 
_  eprescDtationa  of  the  2Sd  Aogust,  178  , 
an  indemnity  in  ease  of  such  eTeutnal  loss.  The 
osnission  of  such  notice,  is  indeed  to  be  inferred, 
from  the  rilence  «tf  that  representation  on  the 
point.  The  erideace  of  the  foregoing  facts  is  to 
be  found  in  the  documents  herewith  submitted, 
marked  &om  A  to  Z  indusirely. 

Under  ibia  state  of  f&cts^  it  lemaioa  10  be  con- 
sidered whethef  it  be  incumbent  upon  the  Oorem- 
ment  of  the  United  Stales  to  grant  the  indemnifi- 
cMion  to  the  estate  of  Major  Geneml  Greene, 
which  is  sotight  hy  the  petition. 

Objeotioos  to  such  an  indenuMcabon  might 
arise  trom  three  soniees. 

I.  Want  of  authority  from  the  Oorerament  to 
enter  into  the  suretyship  in  question. 

But  (his,  it  is  conceired,  would  not  be  a  Tslid 
objeelion.  There  certainly  are  oumerons  cases 
in  which  the  eommandia^  officer  of  an  Army  b 
justifiable  in  doing  more  than  be  has  a  regnhr 
authority  to  do,  from  the  exigency  of  partioahr 
conjunctures.  And  where  it  appears  that  the  un- 
atttnorittd  procedure  was  pradeat  and  necessary 
in  itself^  and  was  wamated  b^  motives  soffieienl- 
Ivimporiaat  and  emergent,  it  IS  just  and  proper  in 
tlta  OoTemment  to  ratify  .what  has  beui  done,  and 
to  indemnify  the  officer  from  injury  on  account  of 
it.  That  an  eroergeneir  of  this  kind  did  exi>t,  to 
justly  the  mcasuie  wluoh  was  adopted  hy  Gene- 
__       =,.   .    ^-Jye^'y 


I  be  aatislhctonly  estahlished. 


The  keeping  of  the  Atmy  from  disbandiiig,  may 
be  presumed,  upon  strong  ffiwutds  of  cridttice,  to 
bare  naierially  depended  upon  it.    And  there 


]  here  been  a  deficiency  of  pie- 
caation  in  guarding,  as  far  as  was  practicaole, 
against  eTeutnal  loss. 

II.  A  personal  or  private  interest  indoingwhat 
was  foreign  to  the  duties  and  relations  of  a  com- 
mandiug  officer. 

This,  if  il  should  exist,  would  be  a  deciotTe  ob- 
jeetion.    The  existence  of  it  having  been  alleged. 


the  atlegatioD  being  well  founded, 
traced  to  a  letter  of  John  Banks,  containii^  ■ 
suggestion,  or  eonjecture,  that  General  Qneam 
was,  or  probably  woold  be,  concerned  in  the  co- 
partnenhip  of  Hunter,  Banks,  A  Co. 

But  this  circumstance  loses  all  force  tma  the 
fdlowing  cODsideraiioDs : 

I.  From  a  letter,  which  General  Oree&e  ■wrott 


_  leral  makes  Us  a< 

to  Mr.  Banks,  for  the  services  he  had  rendered  n> 
the  Army,  in  respect  to  clothing,  and  invites  him 
to  become  a  competitor  for  tuppiying  it  with  pm- 
TieioBs.  The  scope  and  lannage  of  this  letta 
strongly  indicate  that  General  Qreait  had  then 
ao  interested  connexion  with  Mr.  Banks,  in  reto- 
tion  to  any  of  the  matter:  which  are  the  sul^eets 
of  it  As  this  concluatDD  results  rather  from  the 
general  tenor  o(  ihe  letter  than  from  pnrliciilar 
expressioDs.  its  justness  will  best  appear  by  m 
'^-'  lener.    It  is  in  these  words: 

"  BiUMvaAwnu,  Dse.  Sfi*  ITU. 


"?,Ki 


"Dub  ub:   TIiib  t 


jouhawpMlhs  Anay.ftcsBthslsnuaefflyof  M— fc- 

M*  and  dothing  Amuifaed  it,  clahBa  laj  wsffiiwlis 


ukDowIedgnMnla ; 

will  make  foa  ■  seaaonable  campeDaalisn,  jat  ■■  jia 

were  the  only  persoD  who  hsd  tlu  will  aod  f*- 

to  lerve  us,  otir  oblif&tian  is  eqnaltj  giest. 
P7  to  find,  also,  that  moat  if  not  *U  oiu  officera 
to  get  auppliea  of  clothing  thioOEh  your  Sfency. 
Curingt«n,  who  ia  sppainted  to  m^  the  contradiCK 
the  n^siatence  of  the  Soalhcrn  Army,  also  iutoma  mt 
jDOT  bonaa  fasn  it  m  coniemplation  to  engage  in  dw 
boafaMaa.  Great  aa  bD  sur  other  oUigaliMia  an,  if  yen 
cmtiMl  far  the  mppliesiir  Ae  Anny,  Ada  wiB  ba  gteaHc 
dianaU  the  raat;  ibrtha  present  nu>ds,inirtndt  we  ■!■ 
■allied,  ia  tanly  diatreaaing.  boA  to  Ihe  peenia  Buf  to 
the  Am*.  The  manDer  ^eoBecdBg,  bj  nStarype^ 
ties,  rendara  il  ilialiMeiiig  to  the  eitiaens,  sad  from  d» 


.    .                                  lysetfyoBwa, 
fiom  yooT  sttathmeai  to  the  cans*,  as  w«U  aa 
Ibr  the  Army,  serve  the  pnblie  en  Um  lowest  U 
"I  am,  dear  air,  yoiir  w^  -i-i^ — ■ 


"  Mr.  Joax  BjUtks." 


"NATE.  GREENE. 


competition  from  other  qnarten ;  the  delay* 
which,  with  his  participation  and  direction,  a^ 
toided  an  acceptance  ot  the  prc^osals  made  by 
Hanter,  Banks,  <ft  Go- after  the  time  for  reeerviiur 
proposals  had  expired,  in  order  to  afford  a  stifi 
ranner  opportunity  for  other  propooals,  and  to 
bring  that  company  to  more  moderate  terms;  the 
reference  whica,  in  the  last  resort,  was  had  to  the 
Assembly  of  Booth  Carolina,  as  tne  only  renaiB- 
iug  expedient  ttn  excitii^  a  competition,  irtiieh 
had  in  vain  been  sought  by  other  means;  and  re- 
sjpecting  which  Colonel  Carringtra,  in  his  affida- 
vit, (doeoment  R,}  expresses  himself  in  these 
atrongtenns;  "General  Greene  wmtld  not  soBbt 
a  COB  tract  to  be  closed,  without  making  eveiT  pa» 


v.^,. 
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wMe  efibrt  to  tatiu  a  eoiiipeiiti<»i,  «ad  mt  a.  lut 
i^KVt,  m  letter  wu  writieo  to  the  Aoatmblf  of 
8outhC«roliiia,''*c.;  cireumituiees  which  satis- 
ftctorily  (kotg  that  Oeneral  Oieeae  had,  ia  the 
first  instance,  do  common  interest  with  Htmler, 
Banks,  &  Co.,  in  the  coatraet  for  supplying  the 
Anny  with  proTtMOUB. 

3.  From  a  letter  of  Mt.  FoTsjrtb,  one  of  the 
Bartnen,  to  Qennal  Oreene,  December  a9th,  1782, 
(daemnent  Fj^  in  which  be  thanks  Qeaeral  Greene 
tot  a  letter  of  approbation  of  his  pofalie  ooiulnet, 
aad  expresses  a  hope  at  that  eonntsnaBce  ai>d  aid 
fren  the  General,  ta  fBti<nte  life,  which  he  had 
otjoyed  while  serring  under  his  commaad ;  and 
then  proceeds  to  mention  the  case  of  a  biig,  be- 
Unging  U>  (be  company,  wluch  had  been  seiied  at 
Sararaah,  and  aalu,  as  a  favor,  a  letter  from  the 
OeneEal  ta  the  Jtidge  before  whom  the  cause  of 
the  vMaet  was  eipected  to  be  tried,  to  remove  a 
ivejadiee  against  Mr.  Banks,  (as  beii^  a  p 
ntimical  to  the  American  cause,)  which,  it  watt 
her  coodemnatioa.    The 


■Mr  writingtoanotber,  onasMl^ect  of  mutoi..  _ 
tecest.  It  is  that  of  a  persM  who  had  recctred 
&Tors  from  a  patrcm,  asking  a  Airther  EiTor. 

4.  From  the  eoiuter-teeunlieB  which  General 
Greene  too^  in  eonseqaenoe  of  hb  haTing  become 
surety  for  the  eampany.  to  tbai  creditors ;  one 
being  a  bood,  from  Banu,  Patton.  and  Hunter, 
three  of  the  partners,  beating  date  the  7tli  of  May, 
1783,  (docameat  M,)  in  wl^b  it  ift  aeknowledgnl, 
as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  dtat  General  Oreeae  had 
no  concern  in  the  debts  for  which  he  had  become 
batmd;  and  the  patties  aecordingly  engage  to  exo- 
netate  bin  bom  those  debto,or  any  damamwbkh 
wght  arise  frpm  hi*  becoming  seenrity  hh'  tl 
another  beiiw  an  asstgameni  fma  Robm  Fonyth, 
aaotber  of  tGe  aattners,  ta  General  Greene,  bear- 

iag  date  the  M  of  September,  1784,  (doom 

H^  of  debts  due  to  the  parOMMhip^  as  a  eoai 
security  to  him ;  in  which  it  is  stated,  that  Gene- 
nl  Greene,  at  the  special  instance  end  request  of 
the  company,  had  become  their  MKUrsty  to  eertaiD 
persons,  to  whom  they  were  indebted.  The  lat- 
ter, however,  being  a  considerable  time  after 
the  transaction,  is  iar  leas  coaelasiTe  than  the 
forowr. 

5.  From  the  affidavits  of  John  Banks  and  James 
Hunter,  two  of  the  parffien.  one  dated  the  3d  of 
JMHttry,  1783,  (document  OJ  the  other  96th  cf 
Beptamber,  1785,  (docnmeBt  P ;)  tha  first,  denying 
explieitly  all  connexion  of  Oeneral  Greene  in  the 
amiirsof  the  company;  the  last,  declaring  that  tbe 
deponent  never  considered  General  Greene  as  di- 
rectly or  indireoll;^  interested  ia  the  putchaaa  of 
the  goods  tip<Hi  which  the  debts,  for  which  he  had 
haeomc  boand,  appear  to  hare  been  founded :  that 
this  porehaae  was  on  tbe  proper  acooont  of  John 
Banks,  Robert  Forsyth,  lehabod  Bnmet,  John 
Ferrie,Roben  Patton,  and  the  deponnt:  and  that 
he  never  beard  aor  aaderatood,  from  cither  of  the 
other  partners,  that  Oeneral  Greene  was  any  way 
eonenned  iff  interested  in  that  pvrehase.  There 
b  also  a  cerliSeate  from  Robert  Forsyth,  of  tbe 
3d  ttf  March,  1786,  (doMmaat  O,)  dadaring  that 


the  Oenaral  wm»  not  interested,  ^ber  ia  that  pnr- 
ehase,  or  in  the  contract  for  the  Amy. 

>.  Prom  a  suit  in  Cbascery,  which  was  brmght 
by  Ganeral  Greene,  and  after  his  death  preeecuted 
bjr  his  executors  ta  a  recoverv,  against  Jobn  Fer- 
ne,  one  of  the  partners  of  the  house  of  Hunter, 
Bank^  &  Oo. ;  which  suit,  it  appears,  might  have 
been  defeated  by  proof  of  interest  in  the  partner- 
ship^ on  the  pan  of  General  Ctaeene;  but  not  only 
no  such  proof  was  made,bnt  it  isaaserted  mioMh, 
by  Gbarfca  C.  Piockney^doenment  Y,)  who  was 
solicitor  and  connoel  for  Ferrie,  and  who  profesKs 
to  hare  obtained,  in  a  raofessioDal  capacity,  con- 
sideraUe  knowledge  of  their  affiun,  that  Varrie 
had  assisted  Banks  in  the  pnrehase  of  the  goods 
■Tl  question,  had  been  insinuncntal  in  hisabtannng 
redit,  had  kept  the  bo^  of  the  eompaay,  and  sp- 
eared to  have  knownall  the  otMCems  .of  the  com- 


pany moat  intimately  and  mianielT ;  that  if  Ga- 
neral Greene  bad  beien  concerned  u  the  speenln- 
tion,  he  (Ferrie)  most  have  known  it,  and  that, 
knowing  it,  he  woold  have  made  it  known.  That 
be  was  under  no  obUgatien  to  eonee^  it,  having 
bean  put  at  defiance  by  die  stut,  and  could  he  have 

Cved  the  fact,  he  would  have  been  snceissfal  in 
defence;  but  he  neither pndmted  one  little  of 


show,  that  the  Oeuttal  had,  u  any  manner,  been 
concomed  in  the  purcbaae.  Tbe  conseimenee  of 
which  was,  that  tM  bill  was  sustained,  the  luids 
wen  decreed  to  be  sold,  and  aAer  denaying  the 
expenses  of  the  suit,  and  discbamag  the  money 
-*-"  —  -  mortgage  which  had  beoi  given  by  a 


c  baknce  <tf  tbe  sale  was  diieMed 


due  Ml  a 

prior  owner,  tl  __.      _    

to  be  paid  over  into  tbe  bands  of  the  eonplainant, 
towards  an  indemnification  of  tha  Oeneral.  This 
statement  has  pecoUar  fmee,  especiaUv  as  tbe 
General,  by  commencing  the  sniL  exposM  btmadf 
to  the  hazard,  if  any  c<anexian  of  tbe  interest  had 
subsisted,  either  f^  being  defeated,  by  a  diseevary 
oi  that  eonn^on,  on  oath,  upon  a  cross  bill,  or  of 
jury,  in  the  concealment  and  denial  of  it 
.  Fr<Hn  a  certificate  (doctmient  X,)  of  the  two 
Chancellors  of  South  Carolina,  which,  after  stating 
the  insinuatitHis  that  had  been  made  of  Geno^ 
Greene's  connexion  with  Hunter,  Banks,  ft  0(k, 
proceeds  thus : 

*■  We  think  oDiselres  saAoiind  Id  say,  Asl  w«  at* 
•a  eompsleat  to  his  vindication,  &an  mj  sspanion  of 
that  nslwa,  ss  say  two  penons  m  tbs  Btsts  tit  thvA 


snil  in  Cbsnceiy  hss  since  been  broD^  to  is 

as  sa  ChaBMllon,  in  ^prosecntion  of  which,  these 

rml  fronndSr  piiniaplsa,  and  (dilifali«M  of  the  tt- 


cDtflred  into,  wore  wtrj 
fnDj,  sblj,  and  minuldj  diMuased,  by  some  of  the 
most  eminent  solidtot*  in  tiia  Court.  And  we  have  no 
hentatian,  in  the  most  faievaBTe,  unreaerred,  and  nn- 
eqinvocal  manner,  to  declare,  that  we  never  had,  fitnn 
our  own  observation,  or  from  the  strictest  and  most 
scmtmirinK  investigstioa  en  tha  Ohsneeiy  bench,  die 

_  ion  to  eonceiTe,  that  the  Hraiorsble 

General  Greene  was  ever,  either  directly  or  indireetlj, 
saffsffad  la  sa^  of  the  ateMsid  s| 


ArPENDIX. 
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Petitum  oj  Catharitie  Greetu. 


than  u  nirat;  fiir  Mr.  Baalu.  W«  think  ouraetfea 
WBit«nt«d  Ktao  in  umtinf ,  that  the  contract  with  Ur. 
Bank*,  for  the  lupply  of  the  Anny,  wa«  the  moct  ad- 
vantageoui  ha  could  obtain,  at  a  time  when  the  want 
of  praviaioiu  threatened  ■  mutinv. 

"JOHN  MATHEWS, 
"RICHARD  HUTSOH. 
"  Ca«Bt>STOi>,  October  30,  1790." 

8.  From  the  concurrent  opinirais  of  other  re- 
spectable eharacterSj^trho  had  ibe  best  opportunities 
of  judging  of  circunutances,  that  General  Gh'eene 
was  totally  unconnected  in  interest  with  that  com- 
pany. On  this  point,  the  documents  S,  T,  U,  V, 
W,  Z, are  interesting;  that  marked  V,state8seTe- 
ral  pattkularB  as  ai^mentative  of  the  opinion 
eiivessed,  which  merit  particular  attention. 

From  the  foregoing  circumstances  combined, 
there  is  conceived  to  1^  conclusive  evidence  that 
General  Greene  was  not  interested,  either  in  the 
purchase  of  the  goods,  which  had  created  the  debts 
afterwards  guaranteed  by  him,  nor  in  either  of  the 
conttacis  for  elothinff  or  jKovisions;  was  not  a 
partner  in  the  house  of  Himtei,  Banks,  &  Co.,  nor 
had  any  concern  whatever  in  the  affiiira  of  that 
company  further  than  as  aurety. 

There  is  nothing  to  oppose  these  conetusions, 
but  the  uiggeation  in  Bants's  letter,  and  the  fact 
of  the  suretyship.  The  former  is  obviated  by  the 
contradiction,  on  oath,  of  the  party  himself;  and 
the  circninslances  of  this  contradiction,  as  repre- 
sented by  General  Wayne  and  Colonel  Carnng- 
ton,  in  their  affidaTits,  (documents  T  and  S.)  give 
it  every  possible  appeaiance  of  genuineness.    A 

rstion  naturally  arises.  What  could  have  been 
iiulncement  to  the  suggestion  made  by  Banks '? 
This  is  answered  by  Colonel  Carringtou,  who  re- 
presents him  as  a  man  of  "excessive  vanity,  much 
oisposett  to  make  a  show  of  connexions  with  high 
eharaclers."  It  is  also  possible  that  he  may  have 
expected  to  derive  advantage  from  the  reputation 
of  such  a  connexion.  The  observation,  moreover, 
is  of  great  force,  that  if  General  Greene  had  been 
a  secret  partner,  unknown  to  the  partners  in  gene- 
ral, Banks's  character  precludes  the  supposition 
that  he  would  have  been  the  selected  depositary 
of  the  secret. 

The  fact  of  the  suretyship  is  accounted  for,  by 
the  necessity  of  the  measure,  as  it  related  to  the 


priation  of  the  funds,  which  should 

contracts  with  the  public,  to  the  payment  of  the 
persons  to  whom  he  had  become  bound,  it  wan 
natural  that  he  should  have  considered  the  risk  as 


He  conceived  to  exculpate  General  Greene  from 
the  imputation  of  being  concerned  in  the  transac- 
tion, has  appeared  not  only  essential  to  placing  the 
nxenta  of  tae  subject  properly  before  the  House, 
but  a  debt  due  to  the  memory  of  an  officer  who 
had  rendered  essential  service  to  his  country;  and 
of  a  man  who,  by  a  life  of  probity,  had  secured  to 
himself  the  strongest  of  all  titles  to  a  candid  con- 
struction of  his  conducL 

It  remains  to  advert  to  the  third  source  of  ob- 
jection which  had  been  intimated,  as  capable  at 


put  tt 


bringing  into  question  the  propriety  of  an  indes- 
nificatioD — namely,  the  omission  of  notice  to  tke 
Government,  at  or  about  the  time  of  the  tiuMW- 
tion,  that  the  suretyship  in  question  had  been  ca- 
tered into. 

Mere,  in  the  jud^ent  of  the  Secretary,  lies  the 
only  difficulty  which  attends  the  qnesuon  of  i&> 
demnifioatim. 

It  appears  to  have  been  incumbent  upon  Qetw- 
ral  Greene,  if  he  meant  to  look  to  the  Government 
for  indemnification,  in  case  of  eventusJ  loat,  » 
have  given  early  notice  of  the  step  he  had  tskes. 
In  proportion  as  that  step  was  unauthorized  or  nan- 
BUal,  the  necessity  for  the  commomoation  wai 
increased.  It  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  obvioBs 
propriety,  that  a  public  officer,  who  expeeii  ihc 
sanction  of  the  Government  to  an  unauthorized 
proceeeing — especially  aa  indemnification  aninst 
pecuniary  loss,  on  account  of  it— ought  to  embrace 
the  first  convenient  opportunity  to  make  known 
the  object  for  which  aucn  sanction' and  indenuiifi- 
cation  are  desired.  And  the  motives  on  the  pat 
of  the  Government  to  require  a  due  observance  of 
that  precaution,  are  of  great  force  in  regard  to  tb 
security  of  the  public.  It  is  necessary,  to  enable 
the  Government  to  investigate  the  ciicumstMiccs, 
at  the  time,  when  the  truth  can  best  be  discovered, 
and  unfounded  pretensions  best  be  detected.  Aad 
where  an  indemnification  against  pecuniary  ka* 
is  expected,  a  prompt  disclosure  is  necesstiiy  to 
Government  in  a  condition  to  lake  caiei^ 
intereslSj  in  the  maimer  which  shall  aiqiear 

It  is,  indeed,  to  be  observed,  that  General  Grane 
was  naturally  led  to  iuMgine  that  all  hazard  in  the 
a&ir  was  obviftted  by  the  measures  which  had 
been  taken  to  secure,  as  he  supposed,  an  applica- 
tion of  the  moneys  to  be  received  from  the  paUw, 
on  account  of  the  contract,  to  the  payment  of  die 
debts  for  which  he  had  become  aurety,  and  '' 
fore  omitted  a  communication  to  the  Gover 
as  not  necessary  to  his  safety. 

But  whether  this,  which  appears  to  be  a  suia- 
fiuitory  explanation  of  the  motive  for  the  omiaaiou, 
which  did  take  place,  be  also  a  sufficient  ground  for 
dispensing  with  the  observance  of  a  precaution 
which,  as  a  general  rule,  would  be  proper  to  he 
made  a  condition  of  indemnification ;  or  how  &i 
the  peculiar  merit  of  the  officer,  or  the  pecnliar 
hardship  and  misfortune  of  the  case,  may  renda' 
advisable  a  deviation  from  that  rule,  are  pw^ 
which  the  Secretary  begs  leave  to  submit,  withoot 
observation,  to  the  contemplation  of  Legidntm 
discretion. 

If  B  direct  indemnification  should  be  conceived 
inadmissible,  as  a  public  precedent,  a  questiai 
would  still  present  iuelf,  whether,  under  ail  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  the  family  of  Gen.  Qreeac 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  ruinous  consequences  of  am 
act,  which  was  dictated  by  e  well-advised  zeal  for 
the  public  service,  because  he  omitted  a  precantioa 
which  the  rules  of  public  policy  may  require  u 
have  been  observed. 

The  Secretary  is  not  certain,  whether  an  opuuon 
on  this  point  be  within  the  province  assigned  h^ 
by  the  nicrenoe,  witich  is  the  subject  of  thia  Rc- 


Dvemment, 
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pon,  and  he  tbereAire  forbrars  an  explicit  senti- 
ment He  hopes,  bowever,  to  be  thoa^hl  justified 
by  (he  occasion,  when  he  permits  hiraselfto  ob- 
serve, that  strong  and  exiraordiiiary  motives  of 
national  gratitude  for  the  very  signal  and  very  im- 
portant services  rendered  by  Qeneral  Greene  to 
nis  country,  must  serve  to  give  a  keener  sting  to 
the  regret  which  ought  ever  to  attend  the  neces- 
sih'  of  a  strict  adherence  to  maziras  of  pnHic 
policy,  in  opiKMitioO  to  claims  fbunded  on  useful 
acts  of  zeal  for  the  public  service,  if  no  means  of 
protecting  from  indigence  and  penury  the  famil)' 
of  that  most  meritorions  oSicer  shtil,  npon  eianu- 
nation,  be  found  admissible. 
AD  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  TVwwary, 

To  the  Hononble  the  Senale  and  iha  Honmbie  the 
HoOH  sf  RoiHMBMiVM  of  Om  VmUi  StUM,  in 
CoBgiMi  uKBUad;  Ae  feMm  of  C*IlMriiu 
Oieme,  rritet  of  lb*  late  Oenar^  Omene,  hanM; 

That  the  object  on  which  her  petition  is  founded 
is  generally  stated  in  the  representation  hereunto 
annexed,  made  by  her  bte  husband  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  the  23d  day  of 
Aiffiust,  I7S5. 

That  it  will  appear,  by  the  said  represeolation, 
that  it  was  the  kntention  of  her  late  husband  to 
have  ascertained  the  loss  on  the  transaction  there- 
in slated,  previously  to  his  making  application  to 
the  United  States  for  indemnification ;  and  in 
pursuit  of  this  intentioiL  he  instituted  suits  for 
the  recovery  of  the  bonus  and  mortgages  by  him 
received  from  Messrs.  Banks  and  Company,  as 
collateral  securities;  but  his  designs  in  this  and 
all  other  earthly  respects  were  frustrated  by  his 
untimely  death. 

That  the  suits  for  the  recovery  of  the  said  bonds 
and  other  collateral  securities  have  been  protract- 
ed by  the  death  of  the  debtors,  and  various  other 
circumstances  entirely  without  the  contnd  of  your 
petitioner. 

That  while  the  recovery  of  the  said  bonds  and 
other  collateral  sectfriiies  are  placed  at  a  future 
distant  period,  and  their  amount  uneettain,  not 
only  the  estates  conferred  on  her  late  husband,  bv 
the  munificent  gratitude  of  the  States  of  Soutn 
Carolina  and  G^rgia,  but  his  paternal  estate,  will 
be  legally  wrested  from  youi  petitioner  and  her 
children,  m  ordertosatisfytbose  obligations  which 
her  late  huaband  was  constrained  to  enter  into  for 
the  public  service;  whereby  your  petitioner,  and 
hei  helpless  children,  will  be  exposed  to  all  the 
bitter  effects  of  poverty. 

That  your  petitioner  thus  brings  forward  her 
situation,  and  thai  of  her  children,  with  the  firm- 
est hope  and  expectation  thai  the  United  States 
will,  after  a  full  examination  into  the  transaction 
stated  in  her  late  husband's  representation,  grant 
her  effectual  relief,  by  assoming  the  payment  of 
the  said  obligations  entered  into  for  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States;  or  in  such  other  manner, save 
bar  and  her  children's  estate  from  impending  rain, 
8d  Con — 38 


as  m  the  Judgment  of  Congress  shall  appear  meet 
and  proper. 

And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall 
continue  to  pray. 

CATHARINE  GREENE. 

New  Tobk,  March  4, 1790. 

[The  documents,  referred  to  in  the  Report,  are 
omitted.] 

THE  FUBUC  DEBT. 

[Coinnrankated  (o  the  House  of  Repreeenlatives,  D»- 
CMubei  S,  1793. 
TnE&SDRv  Department, 

Afceemier  30, 1792. 
Six:  I  have  the  hauH  to  tnnsmit  herewith  a 
Report,  ptuwant  lo  two  resolnti«as  of  the  HoiMe 
Reptesenlatiresf  one  «f  the  Slst  instaM,  respect* 
ing  the  redamptmn  of  the  Public  Debt ;  the  other 
or  tba  23d  instant,  reepeeong  the  reimbursement 
of  ths  Loan  made  of  tite  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
purauaol  to  the  elerenth  aeetion  of  the  act  by 
whiijhitisiiuorporate4;  and  lobe,  with  the  mmt 
nerfect  respect,  sir,  your  moat  obedient,  and  iBOet 
humble  servaat, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretargt^the  TVetuary. 
The  Hmiorable  the  Sfbaheii, 

of  the  Ho«Be  of  RepresenUtlves. 

In  obedience  to  two  resolntions  of  the  House  of  R^a- 
aralatiT«*i  •»  of  tlw  Slit  iutant,  directinB  tho  8b- 
oaauXT  oi  TWB  Taaisnarlo  Ka^rt  ■  plan  fat  the 
redemption  of  so  much  of  flie  PuMic  Debt,  ss  by  the 
set,  entitled  "  An  set  making  provision  fbi  die  Debt 
of  tba  United  States,"  the  United  Stale*  have  lenrved 
the  li^  ta  Mdeen ;  ih«  alh«c  of  the  9Sd  hiMMt,  di- 
netint  km  to  Bapoit  the  ptsa  of  a  peoTUon  tot  die 
Tcimbuiseuieitl  of  the  Loen  mide  of  the  Bank  of  the 
TTnited  States,  punoanl  to  the  eleventh  •eetion  of  the 
■ct,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  ■ubaerflMre 
to  the  Bsnk  of  the  United  Stale*  :"--th«  said  Sscaa- 
TJiKT  teqMCtfliliy  nibauta  (be  MIowfaig  Bepott : 
The  expediency  of  taking;  measures  for  the  re- 
gular redemption  of  the  Public  Debt,  according  ta 
the  right  which  has  been  reserved  to  the  Govern- 
ment, beinc  wisely  predetermined,  by  the  resolu- 
lioB  of  the  House  of  Representatives  refhrrins  the 
subject  to  the  Secretary,  nothing  remains  forliini, 
but  to  endeavor  to  select  and  mbmil  the  most  eli- 
gible means  of  providing  for  the  execution  of  that 
imporiani  object. 

With  this  vieWj  the  first  inqniry  which  natural- 
ly presents  itself,  is,  wheAer  the  existing  revenues 
are,  or  are  not,  adequate  to  the  purpose? 

The  estimates  which  accompany  the  Report  of 
the  Etecretary  of  the  14th  instant,*  will  show  that, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  present  Indian  war, 
the  appropriations  for  interest  and  the  demands 
for  [he  current  service  are  likely  to  exhaust  the 
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nodoet  of  the  cxiating  reTv^aes:  though  they  tf- 
ford  a  ralaable  surplus  bejrond  tne  permBnent  ob- 
i«cts  of  ezpeodiluie,  which,  it  ia  hoped,  ma;  eie 
lon^  be  advuitageouslr  applied  to  accelerate  the 
eituuraiahmeot  of  the  Debt. 

In  the  meao  time,  howerer,  and  until  tl^e  reato- 
imtion  of  peace,  the  employmeDt  of  that  reaouroe, 
in  thia  war,  mnat  of  neeesait)^  be  suapended ;  and 
either  the  Muineaa  of  redemption  moat  be  defeired, 
or  recourse  moat  be  had  to  other  eipedieikts. 

Bat  did  DO  BUCb  lempDmr  necenttr,  for  reaort- 
iaf  Id  other  ezpedienta,  exiat,  the  doing  of  tt  would 
etu^  be  Tecommended  by  frviiiXf  emiideintioni. 
It  would  appeal,  in  the  abslract,  aJlviaable,  to  leave 
the  surplus  of  the  present  revenues  free,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  such  caaual  exigencies  as  may  fV<»n  time 
to  time  occur,  to  occasional  purchases  of  the  Debt 
whatt  not  eihauatoA  bf  aveh  ezigencies,  lo  the 
twinncBt  of  inteNst  mi  anv  bahmeeB,  which  may 
M  foqud  dae  to  partieulM'  States,  upon  the  gene- 
ral icttlemant oraeooanta,  and  flnaHf  to  thepar- 
ment  of  iatsreat  on  the  deferred  part  of  the  Debt, 
when  the  peoiod  tor  loeh  parment  arrives.  There 
ia  a  rcaaonablc  prwpeet,  that  if  not  diverted  it  wilt 
be  (mtai  adequate  to  the  cwo  last  important  pur- 
poaea. 

Relinquishing  then  the  idea  of  an  immediale 
application  of  me  present  revenaes  to  the  object 
in  view,  it  ramunt  to  aaamiae  what  other  modes 
are  in  the  option  of  the  Lcgialatufe. 

Loans,  from  time  to  time,  tqaal  la  the  annuan' 
Dually  redeemable,  and  bottomed  on  the  same 
revenue!,  which  are  now  appropriated  to  pay  the 
interest  upon  ttioae  snms,  oner  themselves  as  one 
dpediont,  whieh  may  be  emfdoyed  wfth  a  degree 
ofadnaiuage.    AaAareieaivobabilHyofborraw- 
iqg.  at  &  lower' rsu  of  tMierMt,ainMeoal  aaring 
would  result ;  and  even  this  resource,  if  none  bet- 
ter could  be  devised,  ought  not  to  be  neglected. 
But  it  is  obvious,  diat  to  rely  upon  this  resor 
riane  wvuld  be  to  da  Httle  towards  %b«  final 
OBBration  of  the  natioit,    To  stof  at  tkat  pouat 
wpuld  coiweiiufatly  be  neither  provident,  tkorsatis- 
fsctory.    The  interests  as  well  as  the  exneatations 
of  the  Union  require  something  mure  effectua]. 

The  establishment  of  additional  revenues  is  the 
remaim^  resource,  "niis,  if  the  business  is  to  fte 
nndertakniineanieit,isanareidabl<.  AndafnU 
confidence  may  reasonably  be  entertained,  that  the 
coronxnaity  will  see  with  satisfaction  the  employ- 
ment of  those  means,  whichalone  can  be  effectual, 
for  accomplishing  an  end,  in  itself  so  important, 
and  so  mueh  an  object  of  Keneral  desire.  It  can- 
not fail  to  be  universally  felt,  that  if  the  end  ' 
be  attained,  the  necessary  means  must  be 
ployed- 

ll  can  only  be  expected  that  care  be  tahen  to 
choose  such  as  are  liable  to  fewest  objections,  and 
that  in  the  modifications  of  the  basinus  ia  oUter 
respects,  due  regard  be  had  to  the  present  and  pro- 
gressive  circumstances  of  the  country. 

Assuming  it  as  the  basis  of  a  plan  of  redemption, 

that  additional  revenues  are  to  be  pro  video,  the 

further  inquiry  divides  itself  into  the  following 

blanches : 

L  Shall  a  i«Tenue  be  immediately  coaetituted, 


equal  to  the  full  sum  which  may  at  praent  be  »- 
deemed,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  eontr«Ql7 

IL  Shall  a  revenue  be  constituted  from  y«u  to 
year,  equal  only  to  the  interest  of  the  sum  to  ba 
redeemed  in  each  year,  coupling  with  thia  <qica*- 
tii»i  an  annual  I^oan,  comnaeoinrate  with  swJh 
aum?  or, 

in  Shall  a  revenue  be  oonatitated  each  yeu 

much  exceeding  the  interest  of  the  sum  to  be 
redeemed,  as  to  ht  suffieient,  within  a  ahftrt  dA- 
nite  term  of  time,  to  discharge  the  principal  itcctf ; 
coupling  with  thic  operation  aW,  apasnnal  '  —. 
equal  to  the  sun  to  be  annually  redeemed,  aad  ap- 
propriating the  revenue  created  to  it*  diaehaigc^ 
within  the  term  which  shall  have  been  pn-daler- 
mined) 

The  first  plan,  besides  being  coro|d«lelr  efict- 
ual,  would  be  eventnally  most  economical ;  Hit  eoo- 
sidering  to  wtiat  a  magnitude  the  revenues  of  the 
UmtetTSMttei  hare  grown  in  a  shwt  period,  rt  is 
oat  eaay  to  acaaonnwTww  ftuhe  fawdty  »f  aayiajg 
might  not  Da>atiaine4  by'  any  aaMea  eoamiimtmi 
v/^namtaitoaf  wjkerMoeTai  imitwdimdy  plaeaA-, 


the  necessary  augmentation  may  be  i 
with  convenience,  by  successive  steps,  within  a 
moderate  term  of  time ;  and  invites  to  tempoiarf 
and  partial  suspensions,  as  capable  of  concilitating 
the  reasonable  accommodation  of  the  commnniiy 
•mth  the  vigorous  proaecutiori  of  the  main  desi^L 
For  these  and  tat  other  reasons  which  will  reafily 
occur.the  course  ofproviding  immediately  the  entire 
sum  to  be  redeemed,  is  conceived  not  to  be  the 
most  eligible. 

The  second  plan,  though  much  more  elKcacioiia 
than  that  of  annual  Loans  bottomed  on  the  reve- 
nues now  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  interest 
on  the  sums  to  be  redeemed,  does  not  a[Q)eartobe 
BullllicieDtty  efficacious.  The  schedule  A  will  show 
the  effect  of  it  to  the  1st  of  January,  180S,  when 
the  Deferred  Debt  will  become  redeemable  in  the 
proportions  stipulated.  Supposing  the  investment 
of  the  interest  which  is  each  year  liberated,  to- 

Gther  with  that  which  has  been,  and  will  be  re- 
ised  by  purchases,  pursuant  to  provisions  here- 
tofore maae,  in  thepurchaseofHiz  per  cent,  stock: 
a  snm  of  principal  equal  lo  t3,043,837  07  would 
be  sunk,  and  a  clear  annuity,  equal  to  1459,312  82 
would  be  created,  toward  further  redemptions;  but 
the  fund  then  necessary  for  (he  future  pro^essive 
redemption  of  the  Debt,  according  to  the  right  re 
served,  would  be  $1,136,616  44,  exceeding  by 
t667,4u3  62,  the  amount  of  the  redeeming  fund. 
Something  more  effectual  than  ibis  is  certainly 
desirable,  and  appears  to  be  practicable. 

The  last  of  Ine  three  plans  best  accords  with 
the  most  accurate  view,  which  the  Secretary  has 
been  able  to  take  of  the  public  interest. 

In  its  application,  it  is  of  material  consequence 
to  endeavor  to  accomplish  these  two  points: 

1st.  The  complete  discharge  of  the  sums  uinu- 
ally  redeemable,  within  the  period  prefixed,  and 
the  reimbursement,  within  the  same  period,  of  all 
auxiliary  Loans,  which  may  have  been  made  for 
that  purpose. 


,,^.- 
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M.  The  eoortitutiog,  b7  die  expUBtion  of  that 
period,  a  clear  annual  fund  competent  to  the  ta- 
ture  redemption  of  the  Debt,  to  me  extent  of  the 
rirtt  Teaeired, 

^he  period,  to  i^ich  it  is  CfmceiTcd  the  plan 
otlght  to  refer,  that  is,  Jannarr  1st,  180S ;  because 
then  the  flnt  parment,  on  aocoant  of  the  principal 
of  the  Defined  Debl,  may  rightfiifly  be  made. 

In  coaformitv  to  these  ideas,  the  ibltowing  plan 
is  meet  respectrnUy  submitted ;  pr«iidsing,  that  the 
sum  redeemable  for  die  first  year  </  the  six  per 
cent,  atock,  bearkura  present  interest,  is  computed 
at  •060,000. 

Let  an  annual  fund  be  eonstitated  dariar  the 
pretent  sesnon,  equal  to  $103,199  Oe^and  to  begin 
lo  aoct^  ^m  tbe  lal  of  Jannary,  1793.  Let  the 
sum  of  tSSOiOOO  be  borrowed  npon  the  credit  of 
this  annuity,  reimfanmble  within  fire  years,  that 
is,  by  the  Ist  of  Janoary,  1799.  The  snm  borrow- 
ed to  be  BppKed,  on  1st  of  Jantiuy,  17M,  to  the  first 
payment  on  account  of  the  principal  at  the  Debt. 

The  )»opoied  annuity  will  tetmourse  the  sum 
bWToired  with  interest,  by  the  1st  of  Janosry, 
1790.  and  will  thenceforth,  be  fVee  for  any  fbrther 
appllcadon. 

The  sam  redeemaUe  the  second  year,  that  is, 
Jannary  1,  1796,  is  compmed  at  $583,000. 

liet  an  annual  fund  be  constituted,  durins  the 
s^OBd  session  after  the  present,  eqiiat  to  (109,- 
391  60,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  the  Ist  of  Janu- 
ary, 1794.  Jjet  the  sum  of  $583,000  be  borrowed 
upon  the  eredit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursable  with- 
in Sre  years,  that  is.  by  the  IkI  of  January,  180D. 
The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on  the  Ist  of 
JtBnaty,  1795,  to  the  second  payment  on  accoubt 
of  the  principal  of  the  Debt 

Tbe  proposed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
benowed,  with  imereet,  by  the  1st  of  January, 
1800,  and  will  he  thenceforth  free  for  any  fiirther 
ap]^«atloa. 

The  snm  redeemaUe  the  third  year,  dtat  is, 
Jnroary  1, 1796,  is  computed  al  $617980. 

Let  an  annual  fund  oe  constituted,  during  Hie. 
third  session- aner  the  present,  equal  to  $115,995 
17,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  the  lat  of  January, 
1795.  Letlbcsomof  •ei?,9e0beborrowed  upon 
the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursable  wiioiu 
fi«  years,  that  is,  by  rhe  lal  of  January,  1801. 
Tbe  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on  the  1st  of 
Jnmary,  1796,  to  the  third  payment  on  account 
of  the  principal  of  the  Debt, 

Tbe  proposed  annnity  will  reimburse  the 
bcntowed,  with  interest,  by  the  Ist  of  January,  1802. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  fourth  year,  tna~ 
January  1st,  1797,  is  computed  at  $6S5,05S  & 

Let  an  annual  fand  be  constituted,  during  the 
fotirih  session  after  the  present,  equal  to  $132,- 
918  4B,  to  b««iD  to  accrue  from  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1796.  Let  the  sum  of  $655,098  80,  be  bur- 
rowed upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  rcimbnrsa- 
tde  withm  fire  years,  that  is.  by  the  1st  of  January, 
190S.  Tbe  sum  borrowea  to  be  applied,  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1797,  to  the  fourth  payment  on  ac- 
coooi  of  the  prinetpal  Ot  the  Debt. 

The  proposed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  som 
Bd,wiihiirt«est,Vihel3iofJanuary,1803. 


The  Hum  redeemable  the  fifth  year,  that  is, 
January  1st,  1798,  is  computed  at  $694,332  33. 

Let  an  annual  fund  be  constitided,  during  the 
fifth  session  after  the  present,  equal  to  $lS,743 
13,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  toe  1st  of  Janiunr, 

1797.  Let  the  sum  of  $6M,362  33,  be  bmtowed 
upon  the  eredit  of  this  annuity,  reimbarsable  with- 
in four  years,  that  is,  by  die  1st  of  January,  1802. 
The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on  the  1st  rf 
January,  1798,  to  the  fifUi  payment  on  account  of 
theprincipal  of  die  Debt. 

The  proposed  annuitv  vIU  reimborse  the  sum 
borrowed,  with  interest,  oy  thelst of  Jantiary.  1802. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  sixth  year,  that  is, 
January  1st,  1799,  is  computed  at  $736,024  07. 

Let  an  annual  fund  be  constituted,  during  tfce 
sixth  session  after  the  present,  equal  to  $197,680 
20,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  the  Ist  of  January, 

1798.  Let  the  sum  of  $730,084  07,  be  borrowad 
upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursable  with- 
in three  years,  that  is,  by  the  Istof  Janaary,  1802. 
The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  oo  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary,, 1799,  to  the  sixth  payment  on  account  of 
theprmcipat  of  the  Debt. 

The  proposed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
borrowed,withintetest,bylhelstof  January,1802.   . 

The  sum  ledeemable  the  seventh  year,  that  is, 
January  IsIjlSOO,  is  computed  at  $780,185  S2. 

liCt  an  annual  fund  be  constituted,  during  the 
seventh  session  after  the  present,  equal  to  $272,- 
848  38,  lo  begin  to  accrue  from  die  1st  of  Jaaii- 
ary,  1799.  Let  die  sum  of  $780,185  5S,  be  bor- 
rowed upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reuabursa- 
ble  withm  two  years,  that  is,  by  the  Isl  of  Janu- 
ary, 1802,  The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on 
the  lit  of  January,  1800,  to  the  seventh  paymemt 
on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  Debt. 

The  ptopoeed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
borrowed,  with  interest.by  the  1st  of  January,  1802. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  eighth  year,  that  is, 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1801,  is  computed  at 
$826,996  65. 

Let  an  annual  fund  be  conatHuied,  during  the 
ei^th  session  after  the  present,  equal  to  $423,583 
64,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  (he  1st  of  January, 
IGOO.  Let  die  sum  of  $826,996  66  be  borrowed 
upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimDursable  with- 
in one  year,  that  is,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1803. 
The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on  the  Isl  of  Ja- 
auary,  1801^  to  the  eighth  payment  on  account 
of  the  principal  of  the  Debt. 

The  proposed  aimuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
borrowed,  with  interest,  on  the  Isl  of  January,  1802. 

The  snm  redeemable  the  oioth  year,  that  is, 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1802,  is  computed  at 
$1,126,616  44. 

The  then  existing  means  for  the  discharge  of 
diis  sum,  arising  from  the  operation  ot  the  plan, 
will  he- 
ist. The  amount  of  the  annuity  constituted  the 
third  year,  which  will  have  been  liberated  by  re- 
imborsement  of  the  the  third  Loan. 

2d.  The  arrears  of  interest  not  previously  ap- 
propriated, and  which  are  computed  at  $300,000. 

There  will  consequently  be  a  deficiency  this 
year  of  $810,061  27,  which  wtR  require  to  be  sup- 
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plied  by  a  temporary  Loan,  to  be  reimbursed  out 
of  the  surplus  of  the  fUad  which,  od  the  1st  of 
January,  1602,  will  eiist  for  future  redemptions, 
and  which  surplus  will  be  sufficient  to  reimburse 
this  temporary  Loan  in  about  thirteen  years  and  a 
half. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  this  deficiency 
upon  one  year  is  suffered  to  exist,  to  avoid  on  un- 
necessary augmentation  of  revenue^  materially  be- 
yond the  sum  permanently  requisite.  No  incon- 
venience ensues,  because  this  temporary  deficiencr 
is  made  up  by  the  surplus  of  the  permanent  fund, 
within  the  period  mentioned.  And  that  fund, 
from  (he  1st  of  January.  1802,  is  adequate  to  all 
future  redemptions,  in  the  full  proportion  permit- 
ted by  the  coo  tract. 

The  table  in  the  schedule  B,  herewith  submit- 
led,  will  show  in  one  view,  the  principles  and  ope- 
tation  of  this  plan. 

The  schedule  C,  will  exhibit  the  means  of  con- 
stituting the  several  annuities  proposed  to  be  esta- 
blished. From  it,  will  be  seen,  that  the  proposed 
annuities  are  to  be  composed  partly  of  taxes  to  be 
successively  laid,  at  the  respective  periods  of  cre- 
ating them,  partly  of  the  surplus  uvidend  to  be 
expected  on  the  stock  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  beyond 
the  interest  to  be  paid  on  account  of  it,  and  partly 
of  the  funds  heretofore  pledged  for  the  payment  of 
interest,  which  will  have  been  liberated  upon  so 
much  of  the  Debt  as  will  have  been  extinguished. 
The  respective  amounts  of  the  taxes  to  be  seve- 
rally laid,  will  be — 
In  the  1st  year,  -  -  .  ^  43,199  06 
In  the  2d  year,        -       -        -  109,391  SO 

In  the  3d  year,        -       -        -  116,955  17 

In  the  4ih  year,       -       -        -  102,912  48 

In  the  5th  year,       -       -       -  102,743  12 

In  the  6th  year,       -        -        -  107,680  20 

In  the  7th  year,       -       -        -  109,649  32 


<691,530  96 


Making  together,  - 

The  sum  which  will  have  been  redeemed  prior 
to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1802,  will  be  15,443,- 
607  37.  The  earn  redeemable  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
arv,  1902  will  be  $1 126,616  44  i  and  the  fund, 
which  will  thenceforth  exist  for  the  purpose  of 
future  redemption,  as  is  particularly  shown  by  the 
schedule  D,  will  be  $1,210,744  34 ;  exceediug  the 
nm  strictly  necessary  by  $84,127  90;  a  fund, 
iriiich  including  the  mterest  from  year  lo  year 
liberated,  will,  as  already  intimated,  be  completely 
adequate  to  the  final  redemption  of  the  whole 
amount  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  as  well  the  deferred 
>s  thai  bearing  a  present  interest,  according  to  the 
riffht  which  has  been  reserved  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  meantime,  a  further  impression  will  be 
made  upon  the  Debt  by  the  investment  of  the  resi- 
due of  the  funds,  heretofore  established,  in  the 
purchase  of  it;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  restoration 
(rf' peace  with  the  Indians  will  enable  the  applica- 
tion of  the  surplus  of  the  existing  revenues,  to- 
Mther  with  the  proceeds  of  the  ceded  lands  in  our 
Western  Territory,  to  the  same  object.  These, 
whenever  they  can  be  brought  into  action,  will  be 


important  aids,  matemlly  accelerating  the  nbt- 
mate  redemption  of  the  entire  Debt.  The  employ- 
ment of  these  resources  when  it  can  be  done,  by 
increasing  the  Interest  fiind,  will  proportionnbly 
lessen  the  necessity  of  using  die  resource  of  taxa- 
tion for  creating  the  proposed  annuities^  if  the 
Government  sluul  iui^  it  advisable  to  avail  its^ 
of  the  substitute  wnicn  may  accrue  from  that  cir- 


Heving  now  given  a  general  view  of  the  plan, 
which  has  appeared  upon  the  whole  the  moM  eli- 
gible, it  is  necessary  in  the  next  place  to  preaent 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House  the  reqoieate 
funds  for  commencing  the  execution  of  it.  These 
will  embrace  a  provision  for  the  first  annuity  only; 
that  alone  requiring,  by  the  plan,  immediate  pro- 
vision. With  regard  to  a  provision  for  the  suboe- 
quenl  annuities,  which  is  proposed  to  be  suceea- 
sive,  the  Secretary  will  content  himself  with  this 
eeneral  observation,  that  he  discerns  no  intiinoic 
difficulty  in  making  provision  for  them,  as  fast  aa 
shall  be  necessary,  with  due  convenience  to  the 
people,  and  consistently  with  the  idea  (tf  abstain- 
ing from  taxing  lands  and  buildings,  ^with  the 
stock  and  implements  of  farms,)  reaervmg  them 
as  a  resource  for  those  great  emergencies,  which 
call  for  a  full  exertion  ofall  the  contiibutive  Acui- 
ties of  a  country. 

The  following  means  for  constitnting  the  fint 
annuity,  are  respectfully  submitte<L  viz: 

Annual  surplus  of  the  dividenti  on  the  stock 
of  Government  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  3l^«^ 
beyond  the  interest  to  be  paid  out  of  the  said  divi- 
dend, estimated  at  $60,000. 

Tax  on  horses,  kept  or  used  far  the  purpoae  «f 
tiding,  or  of  drawing  any  coach,  chariot,  fAstoa, 
chaise,  chair,  sulkey,  or  other  carriage,  for  convey- 
ance of  persons;  excepting  and  exempting  all 
horses  which  are  luually  and  chiefiy  employed  for 
the  purposes  of  husbandry,  or  in  drawing  mgooa, 
wains,  drays,  carts,  or  other  carriage*,  for  the 
transportation  of  produce,  goods,  merchandise,  and 
cominodities,  or  in  carrying  burdens,  in  the  courae 
of  the  trade  or  occupation  of  the  perwnu  to  wheat 
thev  respectively  belong,  and  the  horses  of  perKoi 
in  the  military  service  oC  the  United  Sates,  viz : 

For  every  hots^^  not  above  excepted  and  exempt- 
ed, at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  annum,  whece 
only  one  is  used  or  kept  by  the  same  person ;  with 
an  addition  of  fifty  cents  per  annum  per  horse, 
where  more  than  one  and  not  more  than  two 
horses  are  kept  or  used  by  the  same  person ;  with 
an  addition  of  one  dollar  per  annum  per  hone 
where  more  ihoa  two,  and  not  more  than  four  are 
kept  or  used  by  the  same  person;  and  with  an 
addition  of  one  dollar  and  a  half  per  horse,  per 
annum,  where  more  than  four  are  kept  or  used  by 
the  same  person:  Provided,  That  this  addition 
shall  not  be  made  in  respect  to  horses  usually  em- 
ployed in  public  stages,  for  the  conveyance  of 
passengers. 

This  progressive  increaseof  rates  on  the  higher 
numbers,  has  reference  to  the  presumption  of 
greater  wealth,  which  arises  from  the  possession 
of  such  higher  numbers. 

The  product  of  this  tax  will  probably  be  about 
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equal  to  the  residue  of  the  jwoposed  anouily,  which 
is  (43,199  06.  Hov  neat  the  truth  this  esiiioBte 
may  prore,  experiment  alone  can,  in  so  untried  a 
case,  decide.  An  aid  to  this  fund  may  be  deriyed 
from  the  surplus  diridead  on  the  Bank  stock,  for 
the  half  year  ending  the  last  of  December  next, 
which  it  is  presume  will  be  not  less  than  twenty 
thousand  dollars.  Should  a.  deficiency  appear  upon 
trial,  it  can  be  supplied  by  a  faiure  provision. 

Proper  re^pilations  for  the  collection  of  this  tax 
will,  it  is  beliered,  be  found  not  difficult,  if  the  tax 
itself  shall  be  deemed  eligible.  Its  simplicity  has 
been  a  considerable  recommendation  of  it.  Quali- 
fied M  it  is,  it  is  not  likely  to  fall  on  any  but  such 
who  can  afford  to  pay  it.  The  exemption  from 
the  tax,  in  regard  tonorses  which  are  appropriated 
to  the  purposes  of  husbandry,  or  of  any  trade  or 
occupation,  or  to  the  transportation  of  commodo' 
ties,  seems  to  obviate  all  reasonable  obiectioii. 

If,  however,  there  should  appear  to  the  L^isla- 
ture,  reasons  for  preferring  a  tax  on  carriages  for 
pleasure — which,  it  may  be  observed,  will  operate 
on  neatly  the  same  description  of  persons — the 
sum  required  may,  it  is  believed,  be  produced  from 
the  following  arrangement  of  rates,  viz: 

Upon  every  coach,  the  annual  sum  of  four  dol- 
lars ;  upon  every  chariot,  the  annaal  sum  of  three 
dollars ;  upon  every  other  carriage  for  the  convey- 
ance of  persons,  having  four  wheels,  the  annual 
sum  of  two  dollars ;  and  upon  every  chair,  sulkey, 
or  other  carriage,  for  the  conveyance  of  persons, 
having  less  than  four  wheels,  the  aoQual  sum  of 
one  dollar. 

The  collection  of  this  tax  will  be  as  simple  and 
easy,  and  perhaps  mote  certain,  than  that  which 
has  been  primarily  submitted. 

With  regard  to  the  second  abject  referred  to 
the  Secretary,  namelv,  the  plan  of  a  provision  for 
the  reimbuf  sement  of  the  Loan  made  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  eleventh 


section  of  the  act  by  which  it  is  incorporated,  the 
following  is  respectfully  sul»niited,  to  wit;  Tl»l 
power  be  nven  by  law  to  borrow  the  sum  due,  to 
be  applied  to  that  reimbursement:  and  that  so 
much  of  the  dividend  on  the  stock  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  Bank  aa  may  be  neceBtary,  be  appro- 
Eriated  for  paying  the  interest  of  the  sum  to  be 
arrowed. 

F'rom  this  operation,  it  is  obvious  that  a  saving 
to  (he  Oovernment  will  result,  equal  to  the  differ- 
ence between  the  interest  which  will  be  payable 
on  the  new  Loan  and  that  which  is  payable  on 
the  sum  now  due  to  the  Bank.  If  the  proposed 
Loan  cBQ  be  ejected  at  the  rate  of  those  last  taad« 
in  Holland,  the  nett  saving  to  the  GoTenmenl 
may  be  computed  at  the  annual  sum  of  135.000; 
which  saving,  whatever  it  ma^  bCj  is  coutemjuated 
as  part  of  the  means  for  constituting  t^ie  proposed 


The  benefit  of  this  arrangement  will  be  accele- 
rated, if  provision  be  made  for  the  application  of 
the  proceeds  of  any  Loans  heretofore  obtained,  to 
the  payment  suggested,  on  the  condition  of  re- 
placing  the  sums  which  may  be  so  applied  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  Loan  or  Loans  which  shall  he 
made  pursuant  to  the  power  above  proposed  to 
be  given. 

n  will  also  conduce  to  the  general  end  in  view, 
if  the  Legislature  shall  think  proper,  to  authorize 
the  investment  of  the  funds  deetined  for  the  par- 
chases  of  the  Debt,  in  purchases  of  six  per  cent. 
stock,  at  the  market  price,  though  above  par.  The 
comparative  prices  of  the  several  kinds  of  stock 
have  been,  and  frequently  may  be,  such  as  to  ren- 
der it  more  profitable  to  make  investments  in  the 
six  per  cents,  than  in  any  other  species  of  stock. 

All  which  is  humbly  submittea. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secrtlary  of  the  Treattiry. 

Treabuby  Dbfartmekt,  Nov.  30, 1792. 


T^Me  ehomng  the  effect'  of  a  mm  anmiaiiy  created,  equal  to  the  mtere*t  of  the  mm  to  be  redeemed 
■within  each  year,7or  a  period  of  nine  yeart,  c<»tmKncing  from,  the  l»t  of  January,  179i  on  the 
wappoaition  that  the  interett  an  the  tum  anaaaUy  redeemed  m  inve»ted  otitic  liberated  in  we  pur- 
cnaae  of  six  jter  cent,  lock,  at  the  price  of  tiBeaty-two  thUlingi  on  the  pound. 


Fsiiodf  of  redemptioii. 


January  1, 1794 

Do      1796  .      - 

Do      1796 

Do      1797 

Do      1798 

Do      1799 

Do      1800 

Do      1801 

Do      1802 
Interest  on  Debt  paid  in  and  purchased 


(550,000  00 
583,000  00 
617.980  00 
655;058  80 
694,362  33 
736,024  07 
780,185  Si 
826,996  65 

1,1S6,616  44 


•33,000  00 
34,980  00 
37,078  80 
39,303  62 
41,661  73 
44,161  44 
46,811  13 
49,619  79 
67,596,41 
65,000  00 


(391.172  04 
262;523  05 
331,016  56 
199Ji33  86 
164,349  30 
137,139  IS 
87,432  33 
46,108  00 
61,451  28 
572,530  70 
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Ttte  Pvblic  Dtbt. 


TiMe  exhibitiag  a  m 


f  tAeprcpoiedplaa^  redemption. 


, 

it 

i 

11 

1 

Period*  afnimtftion  or 
p.jmM.t. 

i 

'Si 

1^ 

1 

1 

fcauwy  1,179*     -       - 
D6^1795     -        - 
Do       1796     -       - 
Do       1797     -        - 
Do       1798     -       - 
Do      1799     -        - 
Do       1800     -        - 
Do       1801      -        - 
Do       1808     -        - 

1st  Joaiur)',  1803 

9550,000  00 
583,000  00 
617,980  00 
665,058  80 
694,362  33 
736,024  07 
780,186  52 
826,996  65 

1,186,616  44 

Jmn.  1, 1799 
Do     1800 
Do      1801 
Do      1808 
Do      1802 
Do     1S02 
Do     1802 
Do      1802 

5 
6 
S 
6 
4 
3 
2 
1 

9701,954  00 
744,071  84 
788,715  51 
836,038  44 
843,997  41 
682,01  46 
860,154  53 
868,346  48 

1793 
1794 
1795 

1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 

6 
6 

9103,199  Oft 

lislfe  17 
128:913  48 
152,743  IS 
197,680  20 
878,848  38 
423,583  64 

96,570;383  81 

Trngnw  DiruTHBHT,  November  30, 1798. 

ALEXANDBB  HAMILTON- 

N.  B.  All  the  nlfiuUtionB  in  tfaia  uUe  pnieeed  upon  a  nte  of  five  per  cent,  interest. 


3lode  of  cofutituttnf  (ftefnvfWMd  amnritin. 

1793.  Surpliu  dividend  of  Bink  stock  beyond  the  interest  which  will  be 

payable  cstimited  at        -----           -  960,000  00 

Tax 43,199  06 

17«..  Tw '. 

1799.  Tax 

1796.  Pait  of  annual  ioletest  converted  into  annuity       ...  201)00  00 

Tax 102,912  48 

IWI.  Pvi  of  annual  interest  cwverted  into  annuity       ...  W,000  00 

Tb« 108,743  12 

1796.  Part  of  annual  interest  conrened  into  annuity      -           -           .  90,000  00 

Tsx 107,680  20 

17091  Part  of  annoal  interest  converted  into  annuity       ...  60,000  00 
Annuity  of  the  fireC  year  now  liberated  by  reimburaeineiit  of  first 

Loan 103,199  06 

Tax 109,649  32 

1800.  Fart  of  annual  interest  converted  into  annuity      ...  220,000  00 
Annuity  of  Hctmd  year  now  liberated  by  reimbursement  of  second 

Loan 109,391  60 

Part  of  arrears  of  iniereat  to  be  applied  for  balance  of  annuity  of 

tfci»  year 94,198  04 


9103,1»  0& 
109,391  60 
115,955  17 


182,918  48 
152,743  12. 
197,660  30 


tits 
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But  ft  anpplementsry  prtmncn]  "wiU  be  to  be  made  for  the  Eecdnd  r^ai, 

eqii^  to  the  sum  ot  t94,19S  04,  as  the  fund  iu  that  paitienlu  is  not 

umirat.    This  may  alto  arise  trom  the  arrears  of  interest 
The  psyraent  to  be  made  on  the  Ixt  of  Jannary,  180S,  may  proceed  from 

the  folloviDg  fnods : 
Anunuit  of  ammilr  of  ditid  year  tibwled  by  reimbursement  of  third 

Loui      -.----...     116,966  17 
Dnafprapriated  airears  of  interest  .....     ^OOjWO  00 

Temjuiaiy  Laoon  .-.--.--     810,6fil  37 

'     ■■  ■  —       14a6,«16  A4 

Tbkju&bt  Depaktkemt,  Noveisber  30^  1768. 

ALEXANDER  HAIULTON. 

D. 
View  cfrtdtemingjimd  trtmd  vpm  the  Ijf  Jaimafif,  1802. 

Interest  which  will  hare  been  liberated  bv  parehMM  and  payments  into  the  Treaaury, 

exclnaiTeofr«dempliocEaccocdiiigto  toenroMMd  jilaa           ....  ^QAjMO  00 

Uauuary  1,1791,  by  redemption  of    $550,000  00,  mteaix  pat  eeiH.         •  -  •  33,060  00 

Do      1796           do                      583,000  00           do           -           -  .  .  34,060  00 

Do      1796           do                      617,980  00           do           -           -  -  -  37,078  SO 

Do      1797           do                      655,066  80           do           -           -  -  .  39,303  63 

Do      179S           do                      601,308  33           do           •           -  -  -  41,661  73 

Do      17W           do                      736,024  07           do           •           -  •  -  44,1«1  44 

Do      1800           do                      78(^186  62           do           .           -  -  -  4»,B11  13 

Do      laOl           do                      836,906  65           do           -           -  ~  .  49,6H  79 

Do      1803           do                   1,136,616  44           do           •           -  -  -  (f7,%i6  bS 

Total f|69,S13  «9 

TaoM  ^rtneh  will  hare  been  laid— 

1793 #l3,19»ee 

IW* 109,39160 

1796 116,966  !7 

1796 I62,01S  48 

1797 108,743  12 

1798 107.680  20 

1799  109,640  32 

69^90  95 

Saqdna  diridend  of  Bank  stock  beytad  the  interest  which  wilt  bepaysJileontofit     -      60,000  00 

Total $1,210,744  34 

AHOnNT  OF  INTIRE8T  COHVEBTBD  INTO  ARKUITIBB. 

1796  ------           -  $20,000  00 

1797 80,000  00 

1798 90,000  00 

1800 220,000  00 

Annual  sum  at  the  end  of  1800  -  -$380,000  00 

TxBABDHT  Dbpartiiekt,  Nooember  30, 1792, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 


[Communieal»d  to  tl 
Ik  tie  Hoi 


I  Honaa  of  RepraaentativaB,  January  4,  1703.] 

n  or  Rbprebektatitbb  or  the  Unitbd  States, 

Monday,  Decen^er  24,  1792. 


Aeao^veii,  That  the  Becretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  an  account  of 
the  application  of  the  moneys  oorrowed  in  Antwerp  and  Amsterdam  for  the  Untied  Statu  within 
the  present  year. 

T^nday,  December  27. 

Aesoltwd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be  requested  to  cause  this  House  to  be  fur- 
niahed  with  a  particular  account  of  the  aereral  sums  borrowed  under  his  authority  by  the  United 
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States ;  the  tcmu  on  which  enek  Loan  has  been  obtained ;  the  applicklions  u>  which  tmj  pt  the 
moneys  have  been  made,  agreeablf  to  appropriations;  and  the  balancei,  IT  any,  which  temam  uaap- 
plied.  In  this  sialement^  it  i»  requested  tnat  ii  may  be  specified  at  what  times  interest  commenced 
oa  the  several  supis  obtained,  and  at  what  times  it  was  stopped,  by  the  several  payments  made. 

TBuaoBT  DiPiBTHBHT,  January  3,  1793. 

8iB :  In  obedience  (o  an  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  Imnamit 
stmdiy  statements,  Nos.  I,  IL  III,  IV,  respecting  the  several  Foreign  Loans  which  hare  been  madB 
under  his  aathorily,  by  the  United  States,  showing,  ia  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  Hooae  of 
Representatives  of  the  27th  of  December,  as  Jar  as  the  materials  in  the  possession  of  the  Treasury 
wUl  now  permit,  the  several  particulars  specified  in  that  resolnlion.  These  statements  will  eqttally 
fnlltl  the  object  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  S4lh  of  December. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  serrant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakeb  of  the  Hook  of  RepntoUativtt. 

.  No.  1. 
BlatemaU  of  the  letercd  mtmt  vAich  have  bee»  borrovedfor  the  uk  ofSte  'United  Statta,  6y  virtue  <f 
the  acta  of  the  itk  and  12th  of  Avgvet,  1790,  ghtneing  the  particular  appUcatum  of  the  moneya  to 
the  let  ofJaKuarj^  1793,  tnc^mvely,  lifid  the  balance  remammg  unapfiUd. 

Loans,  (a.)  Florvu.  «t.p. 

First  Loan,  made  at  Amsterdam,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  February,  1790,  at  5 

per  cent,  interest,  and  41  per  cent,  charges         -  .  .  .  .         3,000,000  00  0 

Second  Loan,  made  at  Amsterdam,  commencing  on  the  Ist  of  March,  1791,  at  5 

Sa  cent,  interest,  and  4  per  cent,  charges  -  .  .  .  .  2,500,000  00  0 

rd  Loan,  made  at  Amsterdam,  commeitcing  on  the  1st  (rf  September,  1791,  at 
5  per  cenL  interest,  and  4  per  ceat.  char^       .....         6,000,000  00  0 

Fourth  Loan,  made  at  Antwerp,  commencing  on  the  Isl  of  December,  1791,  at  4^ 
per  cent,  interest,  and  i  per  cent,  charges  .....         2,090,000  00  0 

Filth  Loan,  loade  at  Amsterdam,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  January,  1793,  at  4 

per  cent,  interest,  and  5J  per  cent  charges  .  -  .  ,  .  3,000,000  00  0 

Sixth  Loan,  made  at  Amsterdam,  commeocing  on  the  Ist  of  June,  1792,  at  4  per 
cent,  interast,  and  6  per  cent,  charges     ......  3,000,000  00  0 

19,550,000  00  0 
Charge*  upon  the  Loan: 
On  3,000,000  florins,  -  -       at  4}  per  cent.        •  -    135,000  DO  0 

2,500,000    do  -  -        at  4        do  -  .    100,000  00  0 

6,000,000    do  '  -        at  4        do  -  -   240,000  00  0 

2,050,000    do  -  -       at  4         do  -  .     82,000  00  0 

3,000,000    do  -  -       at  ^      .do  -  -    165,000  00  0 

3,000,000    do  -  -       at  5        do  -  ~    150,000  00  0 


872,000  00  0 

Nett  amoun 

ol  the  Loans 

-        18,678,000  00* 

Payments  made  to  Prance,  (6.) 

Livree  touraou.  i.  d. 

Floriru.  st.p. 
1,500,014  09  0 

1700.   Dec.     3, 

Remitiance  from  Amsterdam, 

3,611,950  00  0 

1791.  June  10, 

do 

do 

8,696,629  04  0 

1,005,000  00  0 

Aug.  11, 

do 

do 

941,176  09  0 

352,187  10  0 

Sept.  12, 

do 

do 

642,896  09  9 

238,233  06  0 

15, 

do 

do 

1,060,874  12  6 

400,531  12  0 

22, 

do 

do 

1,457,734  IS  4 

539,414  10  0 

22, 

do 

do 

907580  15  2 

335,726  14  0 

29, 

do 

do 

616,212  14  7 

229,500  15  0 

Oct.     3, 

do 

do 

220,680  10  0 

81,957  10  0 

6> 

do 

do 

806,«0  03  3 

300,961  09  0 

13, 

do 

do 

1,139,053  14  1 

429,550  16  0 

20, 

do 

do 

811,154  <&  8 

302,291  04  0 

24, 

do 

do 

487,692  02  8 

160,608  13  0 

Nov.  10, 

do 

do 

1,540,909  02  0 

567,625  00  0 

Dec.  10, 

do 

from  Antwerp, 
from  Amsterdam 

5,367,278  14  6 

1,968,000  00  0 

1792.   Aug.    9, 

do 

6,000,000  00  0 

1,641,250  00  0 

26,327,937  09  6  10,073,043  08  D 
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CJioTfti  <M  the  TtTnUtaneettofVartce. 
Braktnge  on  K^fifJMiS  ioiiiu,  8  ttinn,  at  1  pec  loille    -  -     10,073  01  0 


Paymtntt  on  accmtnt  of  other  Foreign  Loam  made  and  to  be 
made,  to  the  Itt  ofJamtary,  1793,  indutively. 

1791.   Febnuiy     1  .  ■  .  .  289,783  06  0 

June  1  -  .  .  ,  360,000  00  0 

1798.   February    1  ■  -  .  -  330,000  00  0 

March         i  .  .  .  .  119,879  04  0 

June  1  .  -  ,  -  350,000  00  0 

September  1  .  .  -  ■  294,566  13  0 

December  1  ...  -     93,350  00  0 

1793.  Jwiiwry      l  -  -  .  -  106,709  19  8 

1,833,189  02  8 
Ftom  which  deduct  so  much  remitted  to  the  Com- 


10,083,116  09  0 


nmsioQen  from  the  Treasury,  pursuant  to  spe- 
cial approprialioDS  by  the  acts,  entitled  "An 
t  maJcing  appropriatians  for  the  s 


OoTemment  for  the  year  1700,"  and  "An  act 
makinf  certain  appropriations  therein  men- 
tioned"   100,000  00  0 


CommiasioD  on  the  payment  of  1,917,250  florins,  interest  at  1 

per  cent. 19,172  10  0 

For  postage  and  advertising        .....  S13  og  g 

For  interest  oU  the  Debt  due  to  certain  foreign  officers,  payaUe 

in  Paris,  (c) 105^0  00  0 

Reimbursement  of  the  Spanish  Debt,  estimated  at  (d)  -  680,000  00  0 

Bills  drawn  upon  the  Commissioners  in  Amsterdam,  by  the 


Treasurer  (i 


r- 


Leavingabalancein  thehaudsof  theCommissioner9,offlorins    .  407;a87  07  8 

REMARKS. 

(a.)  The  dates  here  mentioned  are  those  for  commencing  pavmenu  cm  accoimt  of  the  respective 
Lonns.  The  usage  is  to  allow  a  certain  time  to  the  subscritwra  (ordinarily  from  three  to  sii  months) 
to  pay  in  (he  sums  subscribed,  the  sums  paid  in  in  each  month  oearinff  interest  from  the  beginning 
of  the  month.  The  schedule  No.  2  shows  the  monthly  periods  of  actual  payment.  The  first  of  these 
Loans  was  set  on  fool  by  our  bankers  in  Holland,  without  previous  authority,  for  reasons  of  weight, 
[erests  and  credii  of  the  United  States.    A  due  regard  to  the  motives  and  considera- 


respecting  the  interests  and  credii  of  the  Uniied  States.    A  due  regard  ti 

tions  relative  to  the  yet  unascertained  effect  of  our  financial  arrangements  in  their  first  stages,  led  to 
an  acceptance  of  that  Loan  on  account  of  the  Qovernment  The  fourth  of  these  Loans  was  originally 
contracted  for  3,000,000  of  florins,  but  950,000  florins  were  afterwards  suppressed,  in  consequence  of 
its  being  found  that  money  had  become  obtainable  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest. 

(h,)  The  conversion  of  florins  into  livres,  in  each  ca$e,  is  regulated  by  the  actual  market  rate  of 
exchange  at  the  time  of  payment.  It  is,  however,  understood  that  there  is  to  be  a  re-limiidation,  with 
a  view  to  certain  equitable  considerations.  The  rate  of  ezchanf^e  for  the  proceeds  of  the  Antwerp 
Loan  is  stated  by  analogy,  no  more  certain  rale  being  at  present  in  possession  of  the  Treasury. 

(c.)  The  actual  payment  of  this  interest  is  not  yet  known  at  the  Treasury,  but  an  appropriation 
has  been  made  for  it,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  in  Fiance. 

(d.)  Advice  is  received  that  this  payment  was  going  on,  though  it  had  not  been  completed.  There 
is  no  cause  to  doubt  that  it  has  been  since  carried  into  full  effect. 

(e.)  The  produce  of  the  bills  drawn  for  this  sum,  and  other  particulars  respecting  it,  will  appear 
from  the  schedules  Nos.  3  and  4. 

According  to  the  lermsof  all  these  Loans  the  United  States  are  bound  to  reimburse,  in  fifteen  years, 
hy  equal  instalments,  the  first  beginning  the  eleventh  year;  but  the  United  States  have  reserved  a 
right  upon  all  except  the  two  last  to  reimburse  at  any  time  at  their  pleasure.  The  reimbursement  of 
the  two  last  (accordine  to  the  general  usase  of  the  country  observed  in  all  Loans  by  the  United  States 
prior  to  the  present  Government)  cannot  begin  till  the  eleventh  year. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Tnamjy. 

Triasdrt  DBPaRTifBHT,  JaMOty  3, 1793. 


IIM 


BtaXemtid  du»mng'OwjiaTtiadar  period*  whmthtbondtitere 
upon  t  A«  different  Loan*. 


1790.  February, 
March, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

Navember, 

December, 

1791.  January, 


IE  riRST  LOAN,  IU.TED  FXBBnAAT  1, 1790. 

Received  by  the  Commissioners 


OM  THE  SECOND  LOAN,  DATED  MARCH  1,  1791. 


1791.   Felmiary, 
Uansh, 


Received  by  the  CommiBtioDen 


I,  DATED  eEPTBMBBIt  1,  1791. 


1791,   AvgnitSl,       Received  by  the  Oomttiinioiiers 
September  30,  do  do 

October  31,  ia  do 

NoTembei  30,  do  do 

December  31,  do  do 


OirTHB  TOTTSTH  LOAN,  MADE  AT  ANTWERP,  DATED  DBCEHBBJt  1,  1791. 

^e  details  of  this  Loan  are  deficient.    Paid,  at  received,  to  France 
OJI  TBB  riiTH  uMlx,  datbb  jakdaby  1, 1790. 
.,  Reoeired  bjr  the  CommiBHOBen 


1791.   December  a 
1793.  JanuaiySl, 

Febmarv, 

Uareh, 

i& 

Jane, 
Joly, 


do 
do 


do 
do 
do 


113,000^ 
52,000$ 


Do 


OX  THE  SIXTH  LOAN,  DATbA  JDME  1,  1793. 

ReceiTed  by  the  CommissioDeii 


My,  do                      do                   •           - 

Angiut,  do                      do             -      -           - 

September,  Payable 

October,  do 

november,  do                                            -           . 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTCW, 
Trhabitrt  DGTAR-niEirr,  JoKuary  3,  1793. 


1,167,000 
515,000 
332,000 
230,000 
I9t,000 
191,000 


1,058,000 
317,000 
456,000 


1,379,000 
870,000 
30,000 


509,000 
701JWO 

439,000 
378X00 
386,000 
104,0(90 


705,000 

468,000 
223,000 
•281,000 
•281,000 


3.000,000 


ThMs  Uiree  loni  an  ttalsd  apm  ODOjectiire,  the 


I  ncehed  not  coming  lower  down  tbu  the  Ml  of 


AIVBNOIK. 


■A  wtrntameitt  tfUte  Mk  vkiah  have  bten  drmm  bf^e  TWtuwrer  </Me  Hated  Aolt*  upon  the  Cbin- 
MtMiMcn i*  itMUfcrdoMj  tkimmg  Ae qypHcflti'aw  eftht  mmufi  arM»g  ^om  Aetaim  ^  thote 
bHi»,  and  the  balance  leKteh  remouu  unappUed. 


Amooat  et  inleiest  m 


1  the  cTodit  allowed  ti 


IMU.  eU. 
907,443  63 


AmooDt  of  bills  fiinushed  the  Seeretarf  of  State 


99,000  00 
9^947  10 


194,947  10    0  78,766  67 


3,903,681    3    S      1,084,293  03 


Amowa  ofbitU  <a^>oied  ^by  t^e  BattJt  iifthe  JJniUd  Stata. 


fUrint.  DoUs.  eU. 

500,000  fitvoi  J.  Kean,     ai  36  4-a  1  eta.  203,0S0  BO 
133,7S0  T.Jeflfenon,    do  50,000  DO 

^"ooltis  \  I'l**.***^  '•  ^«*^         «■  '^Octs-  «7,70S  00 

"  -         ""      1,237,500  T.  WaUii,   38  4-11  ct«.  600,000  00 

34,750  X  Eeu,  do  lO^OaO  06 


J792. 
April 


Dec. 


iMeteat  ivkicli  will  a 
teMu  pteaciiWd 


fl  on  the  sbIbs,  emapttei  acvocdiog-  tc 


i,290,?30SO 
10,755  W 


5,649,^1    a    «      3,384^769  13 


Pajrawnt*  made  on  account  o/*  the  Dvttth  IMt,  prmdpalfy  for  Oe  nppijf  (f  Ae  FVtmA  Cehnji  of 
StDomingv. 

t79S.   Pebruaiy  21,  to  the  Minister  Plenipotendaiy  of  Prance 

December  15,  do  do  do 

FebTuary  21,  the  Comal  Q«netal  of  France 

March  12,  do  do  -  - 


September  17, 

28, 

October      IS, 

Nor  ember     1, 


DeMmber  1^ 
31, 


S  00 
[5  OD 
n  00 
WOO 
WOO 

e  00 

16  00 

w  oe 

11  00 
18  00 

17  00 
16  01 


Payment  of  the  Debt  due  to  certain  forMgn  o 


I,  mad«  and  to  be  made 


^445,263  83 
tl91,316  90 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretirn,  t^tht  TVeowry. 
TiiEAenRT  DbpartmbwTj  JtmHory  3, 1793. 


nU/cf  FvMioi,  of  Ik*  *Slh  of  Jnne,  trn,  conMapIMM  a  mif Ijr  from  the  VAtd  BtaW  ef  4,0e0,«M 
tntm,  or  VntfiOt. 

tPnmnon  hu  baan  mtdefin  the  pBTincinlof  ths  pimeipalpaitflf  tkemttrMtofthMlWitiBt  Padi,MKVding 
Til  iliiiiiliaiiii      latwaM  vp«n  Ab  irtnia  GMMd  OB  the  lit  of  J(iMU7,  1798. 

The  randne  of  the  nun  drawn  lor  «■  ^tpfieablc  to  tha  ptiiriUM  «f  the  Mdia  OaM.  !%«•  Wlina  U  be 
(•Mtred,  uootdiiig  10  tha  tamii  <^a>la,  9683,183  03. 
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A  particular  tUOement  of  the  bilb  drawn  bythe  Treatmtr  of  the  Vnittd  StaUt,Aowi»fAe  fl_ 
periodt  when  dnam  amd  paid  m  Amtterdain,  and  tke  baianee  remaintng  mpatd  on  the  €A^ 


D>toof 

Amoimtofbilb 

When 

In  whoae  bTor. 

Amount  of  biHt 

WbMt  pwi  in  Am. 

the  Sera* 

ainctMl  tobe 

dnwn. 

drawn  bribe 

AunbiB. 

p«d  m    A» 

•SL* 

drann. 

Treamirer. 

1790. 

Fhrint  tt.  V. 

1790. 

Fhritu 

u 

1791— 

Fb«u   wLf. 

Dec  IB 

36,000 

od 

Dk.   17 

T.Pruidi      - 

36,000 

fiom  31  to  38  Feb. 

378,978   13  9 

10 

36,000 

0  0 

17 

Wm.  Beton    ■ 

36,000 

0  0 

14  to  S3  Mu. 

164,608  11  0 

SO 

3,0S3 

10  0 

30 

T.  rrmdi      . 

8,063 

10  0 

4  to  30  April 
18  to  36  M>7 

339,788  18  * 

n 

7,000 

00 

S3 

Do 

7,000 

00 

96,000     •• 

90 

S,840 

00 

30 

Do 

8,840 

0  0 

81  May 

99,000     «• 

81 

1791. 

Ita.     1 

36,000 

0  0 

31 

Do 

MfiM 

0  0 

6  to  37  July 

3Sa,340  18  8 

110,000 

0  0 

Do            1 

1  to  34  Ang. 

186,003  It  9 

e 

100.000 

0  0 

W.8el«B 

IS  to  36  Snrt. 

40,966  11  8 

18 

100,000 

0  0 

1791 

T.Frsnd. 

710,006 

0  e 

8  to  31  Oct. 

46,600    0  9 

87 

100,000 

00 

Jmn.  ■ 

Do 

6to3BDec 

39,640     0  0 

27 

300,000 

0  0 

W.SMon 

I79S— 3  to  81  Jan. 

793,416     S  9 

S9 

100,000 

0  0 

T^Fnneii 

11  to  SO  Feb. 

83,644  16  0 

Mm.  18 

90,000 

0  0 

Mu.  19 

T.Jeflenon    . 

98,000 

0  0 

6  to  ao  Mar. 

I9M0O    9* 

M.T     8 

SOO,000 

0  0 

T.  P>*ncU      ■ 

T^ 

96,947  10  1 

3 

SI 

300,000 
100,000 

0  0 
0  0 

;■    Do  . 

W.  Seton 
Do 

S00,000 

0  0 

4,000    t  t 

S) 

100,000 

0  0 

T.  Prande 

v«w 

dicMtion 

W,381 

S  8 

June 

Do 

66,381 

3  8 

Oct.    31 

600,000 

0  0 

>  Oct.  it 

Do            i 

1,000,000 

0  0 

31 

600,000 

00 

J    Ho».  J 

W.  Seton       ( 

1793. 

1793. 

Jm.   37 

86,947 

10  0 

Jan.   37 
April 

T.Jcfinon    - 
JohnKeui     - 

86,847 

10  0 

179S_ 
from    3  to  36  July 

3.863,631 

3  8 

9.863,631 

3  8 

8.663,631     »  8 

April  17 

600,000 

0  0 

600,000 

0  0 

378.946  19   0 

June  SO 

133,750 

0  0 

J.[^.30 

T.Jeffencn    - 

133,760 

0  0 

8  to  37  Ang. 

346303      1    0 

July   12 

600,000 

0  0 

July 

John  Kean     - 

600,000 

0  0 

Aug.  30 

300,000 

0  0 

Angu«t 

Do 

300.000 

0  0 

to  be  paid  on  the 

Oct.      8 

800,000 

0  0 

ObtoW 

Do 

300,000 

0  0 

6th  8ep^  1793    ■ 

3.383,360     «  • 

16 

100,000 

0  0 

Do 

Do 

100,000 

0  0 

Not.  30 

1,337,600 

0  0 

Dec 

T.  WilHng     - 

1,337,600 

0  0 

Doc.  38 

34,760 

00 

Do 

JohnKeui    - 

34.760 

0  0 

3,986,000 

00 

3,986,000 

0  0 

8.986,000    0  6 

The  bOl*  drawn  from  the  15th  December,  1790,  to  June,  1791  .incluwTely,  h«Te  been  sold  «t  36  4-11 
ninetieths  <rfa  doUai  per  guilder,  payable  in  sixty  days,  or  in  ninety,  with  interest  for  thirty  days. 

Those  drawn  in  October  and  November,  1791,  have  been  sold  at  the  same  rate  of  exchange  for 
cash,  or  on  a  credit  not  exceeding  ninety  days,  the  purchaser  paying  interest  for  the  whole  term  of 
the  credit.  The  terms  upon  which  the  bills  u  April,  1792,  have  been  disposed  of  were  a  credit  ot 
six  months ;  the  first  two  months  with  out 'interest,  and  the  last  four  months  with  an  allowance  of  six 
per  cent,  by  the  purchaser,  the  rate  of  exchan^  as  before.  In  July,  August,  and  October,  1793,  the 
late  of  exchange  was  forty  cents  and  seven  mills  per  guilder,  one  moiety  to  be  paid  in  twio,  and  the 
other  moiety  in  four  months,  with  iutereat  from  the  time  of  each  sale.  In  Noyember  and  Dec«tubet, 
1798,  the  exchange  was  36  4-11  ninetieths  ofa  dollar. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  3ecrttarg  ofOu  1 

TnnABim  DEPAamBNT,  January  3, 1793. 
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I,  Jumaqr  li,  17»S.} 

Tbbabdbt  DfiPABTUBNT,  January  10, 1793. 

Sib  :  The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  37th  of  December  lut  twring  been 
considered  as  contemplating  Foreign  Loans  ontp,  the  st&tements  rendered  to  the  House  on  the  3d  in- 
stHDt,  were  confined  merely  to  those  objects. 

Butj  lest  a  greater  latitude  should  have  been  intended  by  that  resolution,  1  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit,  herewith,  a  ntiipteinaitaiy  statement,  No.  V.,  which  contains  the  several  sums  that  have  been 
borromd  in  tM  United  States,  under  the  authority  of  the  Presideni ;  and  to  be,  with  perfect  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Siecretory  of  the  Trvonty. 

The  Hon.  Spgakbb  of  Ok  Bbiue  oj  JtepreierUative*  of  the  IMOed  l^aiet. 

No.  V. 
A  itaUmefd  of  the  moneyt  vMch  have  been  borrowed  in  the  llTUted  States,  by  the  Qoeemment,  atid 
appUed  purmuuU  to  teveral  ode  of  Cdngrtet. 
Under  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  "wV'"g  appropriations  fiH  the  support  of  Oovemnant  fmr  Ihft  year 
1790,"  the  folkwing  sums  were  borrowed  from  the  Bank,  of  New  York,  and  a|qilied  as  speeified  in 
the  said  act,  viz  : 
1790,  Marcb  31,  »30,000 
April     B,    25,000 

55,000,  at  the  me  of  9  per  eesl.  pei  aanum,  from  the  reqMcttve  datea  mentioned, 
to  the  14th  Hay,  1790,  when  the  Loan  was  reimbuned. 

.  PanoMrt  tQ  the  aet,  entitled  "Aa  act  foe  nising  a  furtlwr  sum  of  mone^  for  the  proteciMw  of  the 
ftoDtiera,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  menttooeo,"  a  Loan  has  been  obtaued  from  Che  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  agreeably  to  a  contract  with  the  said  Bank,  dated  the  25th  of  May,  1792,  of  #523,000* 
at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  anniun,  retmbunaMe  M  the  pteasHie  of  the  United  Stalea.;  upon  which 
Loan  there  has  been  received  in  the  Treasury,  in  the  following  instalments,  and  applied  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  appropriated — 

|J  00,000  on  the  1st  of  June,  1792. 

100,000  IslofJuly,  1792. 

100,000  ist  of  August,         1792. 

100,000  1st  of  September,    1792.t 

The  iatereal  a«eniing  on  the  said  inst^sMats  to  the  1st  of  JanoBry,  1793,  was  made  payable  on  that 
iax,  and  tbtttceforth,  onlil  the  Kimbtuwmcnt  of  the  priacipal,  the  interest  on  the  whole  is  to  be  paid 
half-yearly,  namely,  on  the  1st  of  Jnly  and  eu  the  1st  of  Jannary.  in  each  year. 

The  surplus  of  the  duties,  laid  bf  the  act  before  mentioned,  to  be  applied,  as  the  «ame  shall  aceroe, 
to  the  reiDihuraement  of  the  principal  and  interest. 

Ponuaul  to  the  act,  entitl^  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bmk  of  the  United 
States,"  a  Loan  has  been  made,  by  the  said  Bank  to  the  United  Slates,  of  $2,000,000,  at  the  rale  oi  6 
per  cent,  per  annum,  reimbutsaUe  in  ten  years,  b^  equal  anaaal  instalments,  or  at  any  time  sooner,  or 
la  any  greater  proportinu  that  the  Goremaieni  may  tfcink  it. 

This  Loan  has  been  applied  as  directed  by  the  act  undei  which  it  was  borrowed. 
The  time  when  the  interest  commenced  on  $1,000,000  of  the  said  Loaa,isc<Mncident  with  the  time 
when  the  dividend  upon  the  stock  of  the  Bank  began  to  aecroe,  namely:  the  iiOth  of  December,  1791. 
Upon  the  remaining  $1,000,000,  interest  comEoeaeed  on  the  Isi  of  Jaly,  1792. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secr^^j^  (fthe  TWomry. 
TsBABDBT  DiFABTMBNT,  JaHnarg  10, 1793. 

[ComiQiiBiaaled  to  the  Senate,  Jannaiy  18, 179S.], 


The  Senate  passed  the  following  order,  Jannarr  15, 1793 : 
Ordered,  That  the  Secrelarjr  of  the  Treasury  hy  before  th 
States  with  the  iBank  of  the  United  States,  ^eoifyii^  the  precise  aama,  with  the  dates  of  the  debits 


Ordered,  That  the  Secrelarjr  of  the  Treasury  ky  before  the  Senate  the  aceonnt  of  the  Umied 
3tates  with  the  iBank  of  the  United  States,  ^eoifyii^  the  precise  aama,  witl  '  ''  "  '  ' "' 
and  credits,  from  the  institotion  of  the  Bank  (o  the  day  the  retam  ia  made. 


That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  also  lay  before  the  Senate^  aaaccomit  of  the  surplus  of  rerenne 
ipmopriated  to  the  pofchase  of  the  Public  Ekbt,  to  the  same  penod,  speciiying  the  sums  and  dates. 
That  he  lay  before  the  Senate,  a  statement  of  the  money  borrowed  by  virtue  of  the  law  passed 


AnsiHt  the  4th,  1790,  with  the  appropriation  of  the  amonnt,  and  the  precise  dates. 

That  he  lay  before  the  Senate  uk  amotmt  and  an>lication  <^  the  mmtey  borrowed  by  yiitue  of  t^ 
law  of  August  the  13ih,  1790. 


fHiisfi 


rhe  tme  sum,  aneeaN;  to  contmet,  wss  91 
WM  aet  reeamd  till  the  Itth  of  BaptHDber. 
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IjaanMamA  ftnoncM. 


And  that  he  alw  hr  WfoN  tW  SmmM,  u  •nwwit  oAMtbtt  ««  pwMfa  mOpliu,  utd  niMnn- 
prwted  KVCDue  of  the  year  1793,  stuing,  ai  fu  u  poMible,  the  dates  and  the  auou. 

Tbeasdbt  Depaetmbnt,  January  16, 17tQ. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inuumit,  herewith,  porsuant  to  the  order  ef  the  Senate  of  re*terd*r,  the 
foUowina  daeumeni*.  vis : 

Books  Not.  1  and  S,*  containiBg  the  eiuient  cash  aecoant  between  the  United  States  and  the  Baak 
of  the  United  States,  fumi  the  eoumcacement  of  the  opeationi  of  that  iiatitiitien  imiil  this  d«|r. 
Files  A,  B,  C,  D .• 

A.  Containing  a  series  of  accounts  beginuing  the  16th  of  Jose,  1792,  to^  ending  the  5lh  of  JnnUMT, 
1793,  showiitff  the  cash  account  of  the  United  Buies  with  the  Oaice  orDiscount  and  Depoeite  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  at  Boston. 

B.  Containiiut  a  series  of  accounts,  becinninK  the  33d  of  May,  179S,  and  ending  the  6(h  of  Janoarjr, 
1793,  sbowiiur  the  cash  account  of  the  imted  States  with  the  Office  of  DiMsounl  and  DqMsiu  of  the 
Bank  of  die  United  States  at  New  York. 

C.  Contaioioc  a  series  of  accounts,  b^tnaing  the  t>th  of  Augtist,  179S,  and  ending  the  Sth  of  Jaaa- 
arv,  17M^  showing  sinilar  KotMBU  whh  ibe  dEBee  of  Discount  ead  Itepeaite  nt  Baltinora. 

If.  Gaatainiag'ftspriMolaeeotinta^  beginainc  the  9lh  of  Jtnei,  md  ending  the  SU  ef  DceemlMr, 
1793,  showingsuuilar  esish acconnts  with  the  CHfice of  Discoani  and  Deposite  at  Chartestoa. 

Statement  B,  being  an  abettacl  of  the  balances  remaining  in  the  seTeraT  Offiees  ef  DIseaun  nad 
Depodte,  at  the  respective  periods  of  the  last  retuins. 

Statements  AB  and  Nos.  1,  3,  3,  being  accoimts  of  the  sates  of  bills  on  Amsterdam,  by  the  Butkcf 
the  United  flttw,  and  ibe  sercm  ^oes  of  Dtsaonnt  and  Deposite. 

These  documents  fulfil  the  first  object  of  the  order  aboTe  nntlOBBd; 

Statement  F,  showing  the  saridu*  of  revenue  apprepriated  M  the  Dnrchaae  of  the  PubBe  DelH. 
This  saralna  aeese  at  the  end  of  the  year  179*,  andw»  appropriated  \j  wa  act  of  the  IMi  of  A»- 
t,  179Q. 
« lUfils  the  second  object  of  the  order,  as  I  MderttMndtte  mewng. 

SutemenU  (printed)  No*.  1,  3,  3, 4.t 

These  have  been  heretofore  presented  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatires,  and  show,  with  as  mud 

detail  and  accuracy  as  is  now  m  the  power  of  the  Treasury,  the  different  Loans  wnich  hare  beta 

made  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  the  4th  and  13th  of  August,  1790,  and  their  application,  as  br  as  it 

■- "le, 

e  Loau  h^tiag  been  eontraoted  io  viftne  of  the  pews  oommunleated  by  boA  aete,  wiiha« 

Kucuiar  reference  to  either,  ■  specnflcatioD  of  tfaeLowia  made  npon  eaeh  ia,  ef  coivse,  not  pwetio- 
Thismode  of  proceeding  was  indicated  bsi,  by  an  indmatioa  AwmourlMnkMsin  H<d^dthat 
a  diatinction  might  prove  an  cnbamMsmeot,  (being  a  novelty,  the  reason  ef  i^eh  wooU  not  be 
obvious  Id  the  money-leaders.  J  Secondly,  by  the  consideration  diat,  if  the  Loahe  wore  made  opon 
both  acts  indiscruainatdy,  their  appUcation  could  be  regnlnted  as  eircmnstuKes,  from  time  to  tiaoe, 
shoold  render  advisable. 

These  documents  fulfil,  a*  fiu  as  is  pntcticaUe,  the  third  and  fourth  oliijeet*  of  the  erdR. 

Statement  G  showing  the  probable  unappropriated  sundue  of  the  piiblic  revirave  durjnc  the  venr 
1793.  This  fulfils,  as  £tr  as  can  now  be  done,  the  liM  of  the  objects  coraprocd  in  the  wder  or  the 
Senate.  But,  by  wny  of  expUiutton,  I  beg  leave  to  rder  to  the  priMed  slatemeBt  D.  which  accom- 
panied the  estimsle  Jor  the  service  of  the  present  year,  tepofted  to  the  Howe  of  Re[H«sentati*«e  on 
the  14th  of  November  last,  and  which  is  herewith  tiaoMnitied. 

The  books  Noa.  1  and  3,  the  papers  coatained  in  the  81es  M,  B,  C,  and  D,  and  those  marked  AB, 
Nos.  1,  2,  3,  are  originals.  Thev  are  sent,  rather  than  transcriptc,  to  anid  delay,  as  it  is  aodenstoed 
that  the  statements  called  for  nave  reference  to  the  deliberations  of  the  Senate  on  the  bill  "'fiking 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  current  year. 

I  suppose  it  would  be  most  agreeable  to  the  Senate  to  be  enabled,  as  soon  as  possible,  by  the  recetpl 
of  the  infonnation  they  have  required,  to  proceed  te  a  decision  cB  that  itnpoitant  anWect ;  and,  ex- 
poeed  as  1  am  to  very  petplezaag  dilemmas,  for  the  want  ef  the  re^^jiisite  appropriMions,  in  ctmse- 
qucBc*  of  arrangements  which  it  was  my  duty  to  enter  into,  to  be  aUe  to  keep  ]mkb  with  tite  exigcB- 
cies  of  the  pubhc  service,  I  oo«U  not  bnt  feel  a  solictlnde  to  hasten  the  oommonioation. 

As  the  onginah  which  \xn  been  mentioned  are  necessary  documents  of  office,  I  requestthnt  the 
Senate  will  be  pleased  to  oause  them  to  be  retnmed  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  answned  the  purpose 
for  which  they  have  been  required.    With  the  meet  perfect  renwct,  1  have  the  hc»or  to  bfc  Ac. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  atcntary  iftht  TWomw. 

The  Viix  PHBlomiT  t^tkt  IMtad  Statesmd  PrtmdtM  t^Ae  Smatt. 


"^1 


«  gofie. 


^.oogle 


xtm 


AFKflMX. 
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EWat  ^  Oamrmmmtbmom  Asuttrdam,  at  At  Qfflw^  BiKtmdmndD^otitewt/tm  l^n^vte.- 
225,000  gialden,  at  36  4-11  ntutuAa  ^  •  daOor  per  fMtlAr,  on  a  crtdU  ofne  mmithi,  wtM  inU- 
Tt»tji>r  tJte  but  four  rnonA*. 


Wh^Mid. 

Towfcon,  »U. 

AnaantiB 
fiuUer.. 

ABwmtin 
doUtn. 

Wb«np«d 

Amouitof 
inienat. 

Bn».p«d. 

ApS^as 

H«y         4 

10 
13 

Rowlett  &,  Corp  - 
NnHnm  Btttfw    - 
WiUiamEflmt    - 
Samuel  W*S&.BK>dieB 
George  ScnilA     - 

163,000 
8^ 

1,000 
26,000 

:      38,000 

65,464  54 
^a»3S 
404  04 
10,505  05 
11,313  13 

Oct.     16 
Aog.     6 
Jply      4 

Not.    13 
31 

1,301  36 

iH5  35, 
331  03 

66,655  90 

404  Oi 
10,780  40 
11,545  05 

aaa^ 

00,909  06 

1,670  17 

92,679  36 

Brron  excepted.  JONATHAN  KJRRALt,  Ouhier. 

OFnoE  OP  DiacoDKT  txn  Qbpositi,  Aw  Yorie,  Jaauaty  12, 1791 


N.  B.  The  Secretarf  of  the  Ti«a»arf  gave  pemtiasion  i 
on  interest  at  any  time  ttefote  they  l^ecafiio  due. 


rsceiie  pajqunt  qf  tbu  notes  that  were 


Saleaof  Ofvenrntent  bi^ on  AmtUrdam,  at  tk»  Office  ^ SliattmM mdSaponte inUta  Vttic,vix: 
2S0,d00  ptilden,  at  40  dMiM  7  ouO*  jkt  ««iUcr,>ayaM*IJb«0M4alf  JR'tiepmoNMi^  and  Ae  oOkt 
haffinfiw  Moaihi,  lOiUuimltTeit. 


Wben 
aoM. 

TowboVMdd. 

Am'tin 
VMm. 

Attowlin 
dolhn. 

ynmfM. 

Atoaaatot 

to.,  paid. 

1793. 
July  27 

Ang.    7 

21 
.        37 

lept.   3 

4 

6 

!         7 

10 

SamL  Ward  «,  Brothers  > 

Do 
Obadiah  Bowen 

Do 
Nicholas  Cook  &  Go.    - 

Do 
Jo<nahAdama«..Co.     • 

Jaoobd^  Philip  Mwk     - 

.    Do        '^- 
Joh>  IdnfiftT      - 

Do 
Daauel  Bideotk- 

Mknhe^  ClaiM^n        ■ 

Do 
Le  Rot  A-  Bayard 

Tan  Home  &.  Clarkson  - 

Do 
Nicholas  HoOinan 

Do 
John  P.  Mumford  &  Co. 

Po 

85,0« 
»5,0» 

t5,o«e 

85,000 
85,000, 
15,000 
25,000 
10,000 
35,000 
26,000 
3,090 
83,000 

(     5,087  50 
[    5,087  50 
5,087  50 
5,087  50 
5,087  60 
5,087  50 
&fierj  50 
5,087  50 
5,087  50 
5,087  50 
3J)55  00 
3,060  00. 
5,087  50 
5,087  60 
2,035  00 
3,035  00 
5,087  60 
6,087  50 
6,087  50 
6,087  60 
.610  50 
610  50 
4,477  00 
4,477  00 

Dec.  93 
Oct.  29 
Dk.  97 

Not.    4 
1T93,  Jan.     6 

1792,  Ntrr.    5 

1793,  Jan.     9 
1793,  Not.    5 
1793,  Jan.     S 

1792,  Not.    7 

1793,  Jan.     6 
1798,  Not.    9 
1793,  Jan.     8 
1792   Not.  12 
1793,  Jan.  12 

I     w 

1    » 
„  11 

1M29 
38  87 
08  53 
53  42 

IM  30 
20  35 
40  70 
50  87 

101  74 
S3  41 

104,39 

43.,01 
9177 

5,140  87 
5,101  79 
5,140  89 
6,191  79 
Stt40  89 
6,191  79 
&140  87 
5,191  79 
5,140  91 
6,lSd.  70 
3,087  07 
3,112  53 
5,140  93 
6,191  80 
8,056  36 
2,075  70 
6,138  37 
5,189  34 
5,140  91 
6,191  79 
616  90 
623  01 
4,524  01 
4,568  77 

260,000 

101,750  00 

1,5W71 

103,319  71 

Enors  ezcmed.  JONATHAN  BURRALL,  OuMtr^ 

Orrm  or  Discotnrr  ahd  DBPOfliTB,  f/ita  Tvrk,  Jtmuary  12, 1793. 
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r  Trtfumy  MU»  m  Atiula'dam,  lotd  by  tit  Btmk  ^  M«  IMttd 
Di»coutU  and  Depomif. 


Snam  (Md  Ogien^ 


GviMenand 

Money. 

neehed. 

■tiren. 

ABOttntof 
note. 

IntmMon 
note. 

Amotnt. 

1793. 

April    as 

88,063     1 

Matthew  McConneQ 

36,677    0 

981     4 

•^        S7 

ie6,M3  16 

J<»i.th«.  WiUUffli 

68,160    0 

1,318  30 

6,409    i 

Anthony  Butler  - 

«,IB8  16 

48  66 

S8 

3SS,000    0 

Office  >t  New  Tork. 

16,000    0 

10,101     1 

814  SI 

Jnlj         » 

14,000    0 

P™jb™  *  Co.     - 

9,7S8    0 

166  61 

SI 

60,000    0 
16,000    0 

Office  of  New  York. 
Office  of  Billiniore. 

81 

613    0 

349    9 

6  91 

39,000    0 

JoMph  Anthony  A  Bon  - 

10,176    0 

163  S3 

36,000    0 

W>id  A  Brothen 

10,176     0 

163  63 

isjm  0 

Anthony  Batler  •             ) 

•106    0 
6,000     0 

1     .,  . 

34,000    0 

WillUm  Bell 

8,768    0 

146  63 

Ancwt    1 

60,000    0 

Office  of  New  ToA. 

» 

36,000    0 

• 

i,ua   0 

WiBim  MeFhemon         ■ 

M4    3 

B  78 

10 

8,833  10 

Heuy  Hill 

3,391  33 

83  11 

u 

60,000    0 

Office  of  New  Yotk. 

16 

8,000    0 

B>ke  ft  Co. 

1,111     0 

18  83 

1« 

60,000    0 

OSoROfMBwYoriu 

11 

3,000    0 

Leonud  Jaoohj   ■ 

«I4    0 

1134 

13,668  10 

Fred.  W.  Btanmmn 

6,161    0 

79  86 

1.000    0 

CMh         -              -              - 

814    0 

» 

11,000    0 

Do          -            -            . 

4,884    0 

Si 

10/JOO    0 

Bohlen     - 

:  4,070    0 

69    6 

ai 

60,000    0 

Office  at  New  York. 

10,000    0 

Thomw  KetUnd  - 

8,140    0 

13«  IS 

Sept.       fi 

18,000    0 

Geoi^e  Mettle      - 

4,884    0 

7JS  70 

u 

16,000    0 

10,176    0 

167  Tl 

16 

36,000    0 

Niion  A.  PoMei  - 

10,176    0 

167  71 

39 

16,000    0 

GeorieOid 

10,176    0 

107  71 

86,000    0 

Thomt.  M.  Willing 

10,175    0 

16T  71 

0,006    0 

Leonaid  Jtooby    - 

1,331     0 

18    0 

1,311     0 

Jul       38 

0«tob«r    % 

16,000    0 

Geom  H»m»ii  - 
F.  W.  Stummi  - 

3,063  60 

S3    4 

8,061  60 

19 

6,800    0 

1,383  80 

14  63 

1,388  M 

Fek.        S 

9 

16,000    0 

WilKng,  Moiri.,  &  8l«n. 

wick    - 

6,087  SO 

63  40 

6,087  H 

i 

10,000    0 

M.^'^'**": 

3/136    0 

31  SO 

S/W6    0 

t 

13,000    0 

3,646  60 

ST  77 

3.645  60 

' 

lfi,000    0 

George  BickhuQ- 

8,063  60 

S3    4 

8,061  60 

13,311    0 

1,484  »4 

SO    7 

3,484  M 

le 

7,116    0 

Conyngfaun,    HtMtt,  A. 

Co.       - 

1,448  11 

15  30 

1,448  11 

36.000    0 

Pragem  ft  Co.     - 

6,087  60 

63  41 

6,087  60 

36,000    0 

F.  ft  J.  Weft      - 

6,087  60 

68  41 

6,087  60 

36,000    0 

Ju>«.  ft  W.  MiUer 

6,087  60 

63  41 

6,087  60 

11 

3,000    0 

610  60 

6  40 

610  60 

K 

18 

16,389    0 

BerthierftCo.    - 

3,111  33 

33  67 

3,111  83 

IS 

90,000    0 

Robert  Morrii       - 

4,070    0 

48  78 

4,070    0 

IS 

16,000    0 

LewuDeUoi.      - 

3^84  60 

tl«87 

1,609  67 

IS 

130,000    0 

C»k        -            -            - 

48,840    0 

lelnteieHonllia  twop«ried*of60uid  lSOday>,ibrbi)li  mUL.  II 
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Lootu— SColenfent  AB,  ctmtituied. 


Mkmj. 

uttiwd. 

N«l««effMimDgiinp«d. 

Pnrdioei.i'nun^ 

Amount  of 

Intenrton 

Amount 

note. 

noCe. 

piTtUe. 

16 

S,000    0 

1,017  60 

10  68 

1,017  SO 

Feb.       14 

iCfiOO    0 

Anthony  Butler  - 

S,?M    0 

34  18 

3,!IS8    0 

17 

407    0 

IB 

1» 

M,ooo  e 

10,000    0 

Do 

18,838    e 
4,070    0 

SO 

10,000    0 

Do 

4,070    0 

U 

10,000    0 

tftro  0 

M 

16,000    0 

Do         •            -            ■ 

Moe  0 

i,e«»,ooo  0 

6,0B»  11 

61,408    4 

'TottluaouDt  of  Koildetsjold  tt  the  office  at  New  York  JB 

Total  amount  of  guilders  sold  at  the  office  at  Baltimore  -  .  . 

Amount  of  mmefa  rweived  at  the  Bank  of  (he  United  States  for  Amstfr- 


_ .    .     of  moneys  rcceired  at  the  Office  of  DtacouQt  and  Depoeite  at 

pew  York,  pet  accoww  No.  1 ^579  iS 

'Do    '  '^  '  do  do  peTacoottntNcS     103(819' 71 

t  the  Office  of  Diacoant  and  Deporite  at  Baltimore,  pw 

Total  amount  of  moneys  received  by  the  Da)4  and  .Oftces  tot  AmitentatB  bUU 
Thete  still  vemain  dne  on  account  of  Amsterdam  bills,  notes  payaUe  at  Bank,  ai  aiioye 


195,898  96 
20,635  74 


N.  B.— Aa  these  notes  are  not  always  pai^  jhe  day  .t^ey  fall  doe,  the  interest  is  not  carried  out 
"     I,  January  15,  mi  ^  •  .r.^  -    ™,.,™.«    .    .. ... 


■Bane  or  xas  U.  I 


51,408  04 

^-,  __  ,_^  , ed  out 

DAVID  S.  FRANKS,  Aanttamt  CatMer. 


Accouni  Sale*  o/^flOO  gttUdert,  GapertmaU  billt,oa  Ainsterdam,at  tlte  Baitimore  Office  <^  Bit- 
count  and  Depemite. 

Date. 

No*.   '            Pnrehains. 

AnMont 
foiUers. 

^sr 

cMdU. 

PffaM^ 

htonrt. 

TMaL 

1798. 

86 

26 

36 

Au^.    6 

6 
6 

053       Oheqnire  &  Holmes  - 
664                Do                    - 
\m.\    George  Grwdy         - 
641 ':  William  Van  Wrck- 
085    '  Ratieh  A  Konecke    - 
060    '  Henry  Sckroeder      - 
664       WiUiam  Taylor        - 
696       Adrian  Valct 
713      Nicholas  Blnbeyft  Co 

1 

4,000 
4,000 

^000 
3,000 
6,0Q0 
4,000 
5^000 
7,000 
9,000 

Ctt,  Itt. 

at  40  07 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 

Da9* 

60 

m 

BOA.  120 
60  &  120 
90  4180 
(0  4^190 
to  &  ISO 
60dtl20 
SO  &  ISO 

•!;g 

a;*56 

1,221 
2,442 
^628 
2035 
2,849 
3:663 

»16S8 
32  66 

29  34 
IB  31 
3«  63 
24  42 

30  52 
42  74 
54  91 

•1,644  28 
1,660  56 

•3^34 
1,239  31 
2,478  63 
1,652  42 
2,066  « 
2,891  74 
3,717  94 

50,000 

90,350 

S85  74 

tS0,635  74 

WiAich«IMO  wan  paid  «1  Ac  time  of  nfe,  whkii  k  the  louos  for  Ae  h 
-"■  IJatdyibWfc  tTal»t,mdpaU«gn<ab(«l      ' 

'      ■"  "™  D. 


B&1.TIM0BB  Office  of  Dii 

2d  Gob— 89 


□  DBF.,  Jan.  12, 1793. 


SSxs, 


AVID  HARRIS,  OwWer. 
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K/Slalemtnt  of  Balance  tn  tht  teterai  Ogiee*  sf  DitcmmU  and  DepotiU. 


D«tMofn» 

Officofbi- 

DMiut  wdDe- 

ponto. 

Juuarr      5 

Boston       - 
New  York 

Bftltiroore- 
CharleBton 

Amount  ot  drafb  not  yet  paid     - 

Received  for  biUa  sold  on  Amsterdam      - 

DraiUunpud    -             -         t60,000  00 
Inveited  in  the  Pubbe  Debt      W.OOO  00 

*15«,029  67 
70,375  00 

•68,853  61 

6 

224,734  51 
190,700  78 

416,435  39 
110,000  00 

AnottDtvfdrant  not  yet  paid     - 
Amount  of  draA«  not  yet  paid     - 

305,435  89 

4SyO»«( 

39,065  8S 

5 

55,058  04 
10,000  00 

1798. 
Decemb'i  22 

93,015  86 
63,360  00 

460,81)  4( 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 


TausuBT  DapABTiiENT,  January  6, 1793. 

Vj—A  ttatemmt  thawing  the  turpba  </  tht  rwwwar  t^^npriated  to  thejpurehatt  tf  the  AtUtc 
JMa,  by  the  act  of  Cmgrett  o^  the  \m,  of  Augutt,  1790. 


1789. 
August  80 

Sept     89 

1790. 
Marok  26 


Nett  amouDi  of  duties  arising  from  imports  and  hmnage, 
from  the  first  day  of  August,  1789,  to  the  last  day  of 
December,  1790,  inclusivelT     .  .  .  - 

Amount  of  moneys  received  fVom  Nathaoiel  CKIman, 
late  receiver  rf  ContinentBl  taxes         ... 

AFFROPRIATIOIM,  TM  : 

An  act  providing  for  the  expenses  which  may  attend  ne- 
goliaiions  or  treaties  with  the  Indiau  tribes,  and  the 
appointment  of  Commissiimers  for  managing  the  same 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  present  year 

An  act  making  appiMHiatious  for  the  support  of  Goreru- 
menl  for  the  year  1790  .  -  -  -  - 

An  act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  between  ike 
United  States  and  foreign  nations        ... 

An  act  to  satisfy  the  ckumsof  John  McCord  against  the 
United  StMes    -.-... 

An  act  providing  for  holding  a  treaty  or  treaties  to  esta- 
blish peace  with  the  Indian  tribes         -  .  - 

An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  coUectioo  ef 
duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  meK;liaLn- 


An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  fin- 
ish the  light-h<Hise  on  Portland  bead,  in  the  Dtstiict  of 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  disabled  soldiers  and  seamen 
lately  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  of  cer- 
tain other  persons  -  .  -  .  . 

An  act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned 


Surplus  of  the  revenne  on  Ihe  Imi  day  of  December,  W90 


•754,668  99 
80,000  00 
1,309  71 
20,000  00 

10,000  00 

1,500  00 


«3,131,«6T  M 
3,SSS70 


IS  of  Coupess,  which.  lmn«ned  in  di* 
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A  ttaiemml  oj  the  tumt  which  hate  been  appUtd  to  the  jMircAoM  <f  the  PtibUc  Debt. 
The  amount  heretofore  reported  to  CoDgrecs  by  the  CommiMioDen  Ant  porelmaiiw 

the  Public  Debt,  down  to  the  ITtk  oi  Sowtmber,  1792,  ia,  in  speeie  -      t«67JSl  66 

Since  tlutt  dale,  there  ha»  b«eii  applml  to  the  Mine  purpoee,  tuoogh  the  nftmr  (^ 

Samuel  Meredith,  the  Mm  of  ----...  1509811 

Aiul  through  Jonauaa  BunaU,  in  New  York  -•-...  So'oOO  00 


Tottl  amount  ia  specie  - 
TaBASokt  DKPAaTwaiiT,  Jnmiwry  16,  ITM. 


1,03^919  76 


A  timemiiH  ihmeiitg  tke  jmbable  wiylw  ^  Ae  n 


\etflh^  United  atatei»,/m- the  ]/^n9». 


Nett  product  of  duties  on  imports  aod  tonnage,  Irom  the  Ut  of 
January  tp  the  Slat  of  Decemoer,  1792,  at  estimated  (a) .  .  - 

Nett  proaucta  of  dutiea  on  home-made  ^irilt,  ai  eitipiwea 


APPnOPaiATIOHB. 

Interest  on  the  Public  Debt  for  the  year  1792 

For  the  support  of  Ooveroment  for  the  Mme  yen,  aj^opriatad  by 


Towards  carrying  into  execution  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  makiiv 
further  and  more  efieciual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers,"  appropriated  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  May,  1792 

To  defray  any  expense  incurr«d  in  lalation  to  tke  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  appropriated  by  the 
aclof  thcSlhofMay,  179S  -  -     .       - 


Surplus    . 


«S,84»,1M  73 
.    600,000  00 


52^600  00 


277,305  27 


(a)  Thia  aum  is  ealimaied  by  addi^  to  the  aacerauned  nrodnei  of  the  vear  1791,  an  aaoeitaiBed 
■  azcess  of  piodact  of  Ike  first  two  auuten  of  the  year  178B,  oeyotid  Ike  product  of  the  first  two  anar- 
ters  of  the  year  1791,  bein;  •252,319  11,  and  the  estimated  product  for  a  half  year,  ot  fke  addituwal 
duties  00  impacts^  laid  dnrm;  the  last  semoD  of  Congress,  and  commencing  on  tae  1st  of  July  laet, 
baiag  |e01,7SO.  Aeeording  to  the  infwnatiDn  hiikerto  reeeiTed  at  the  Treasury,  there  ia  erwy  pro- 
bskiluy  that  tke  amowit  </the  dotiaa  for  the  leU  half  year  of  1792,  will  fally  eqnal  this  «ak>alMioa  of 
tkeir  indaat,  if  in  the  ratio  ef  tke  first  half  year,  will  exceed  it, 
TuasuRV  DaPAttnUNT,  Jbrwary  16, 1793. 

ALfiXANDSR  HAMILTON. 


'  POommonteatsA  to  the  Hbow  of  Beprwataflres,  F*- 

bnuiy  4,  1TB8.] 

Ik  TBS  Hausi  o>  BsnisssTATiTis  U>  8. 

WtJaad^,  Jamuwy  9a,  1T03. 

AmsAwW,  That  the  PraridnH  of  the  UmM  States  In 

wyissMJ  to  <MM—  to-bs  Ised'bafira  Ois  Hcnua  eopiea 

•f  the  aoSkoiliBa  ai^er  wUeh  '  --'-  han  been  oego- 


reqoestMl  to  canes  this  Howe  to  b«  ftimiAed  with  the 
names  of  the  pnsou  bjr  wbim  end  to  whom  the  r«- 
spw^e  pkymenU  of  ibe  Frendi  Debt  hsTe  been  msde 


in  Frsnee,  pnraoanl  to  the  act  Ibr  Ast  paTpoee;  naA' 
tj^  the  dales  of  the  reepcctire  dnfts  Dpon  the  Com- 
iDMsienefs  b  Holbmd,  sad  the  dates  «f  the  n^eetlTo 
peyaMtilsordwDalit;  A  similar  sMIenentbreqaeeted 
ramc4iag  t)w  Debts  t»  SpUa  and  HoOind. 

gfaJMrf,  That  Iks  Seoetaiy  of  the  Traeaarr  be  di- 
rected to  hj  befne  ttiis  Hoaae  an  aeoMat,  eaUithif , 
helf-nwnth^,  the  WleoMS  betveen  the  United  Stales 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  Staler  indudiag  tke  seve- 
rel  Brsmdi  Banks,  from  the  ceBunenosowat  of  Ikoee 
institntions  to  the  end  of  the  year  1793. 

Saohed,  That  die  Secretary  of  the  Treuui;  d#  di- 
rected to  lay  before  IbJs  House  en  seeoDnt  of  all  moneyi 
which  may  have  come  into  the  Sinking  Fund,  bma 
tlu  enmnencemenl  of  thst  institutimi  to  Ae  pieeent 


"a- 


M99 


XBTEVOIX. 


1900 


intcated,  ukd  wkire  difMtpdL 

ffi^^>irf.  Ttul  the  Swrelu;  of  Ihe  TwMory  be  ^- 
i«eted  to  report  U  tfaii  Heiue  th*  Uluce  of  all  ututp- 
pl»d  TwennM  at  the  end  of  the  jeu  1T9S ;  apect^B 
wbelherin  monc;  oi  bouda,  and  notmg  where  the  in»- 
ne;  ia  depodtal:  Thatbe  tlrc  make  rapoit  of  all  nnap- 
plied  mouva  which  mav  haie  been  obtained  b;  t£e 

id  bj  l>Wi  and  where  such 
neja 


Report  of  die  SicuvAmT  or  Taa  TmiiauBT,  in  pnnn- 
■nce  of  the  Ibregoulg  reaolutiom : 
TiBASHHT  Depabtmeht,  Feb,  4, 1793, 
Sib  :  I  l»Te  lost  no  time  in  preparing,  as  far  as 
has  been  practicable,  consistently  with  The  coarse 
of  facts,  ft«  several  statements  required  bytbe 
resotntions  of  the  House  of  Re  presents  tires  m  the 
S3d  of  last  month ;  and  I  have  concluded  to  add 
to  Aem  Biich  fbrtber  statements  as  appeared  to  me 
necessary  to  convey  fnllv  the  information  whicb 
is  understood  to  be  the  object  of  those  resolutions. 
It  was  my  first  intention  to  submit  these  state- 
ments collectively,  with  sucb  eiplnatory  wmaiks 
■s  the  occasion  m^ht  demand;  but  finding  on 
experiment,  fmm  the  extent  and  Ttriety  or  the 
matter  invdlved  in  tbe  resolnlionsj  that  more  time 
will  be  requisite  for  a  foil  development  of  it  than 
I  had  anticipated,  considerations  of  wei|^t  in  my 
mind  hare  determined  me  to  present  the  different 
parts  of  tbe  subject  successively.  Among  other 
adnAnees  inaident  to-tfais  coarse  of  proceeding, 
-witt  be  Ui&rirf  having  it  in  my  power  to  give  a 
mnvacenrate  ^nd  mature  view  of  the  entire  sub- 

('  ict,  without  too  great  a  dereliction  of  the  current 
usiuess  of  the  Department.  In  executing  the 
taak  I  propoM  to  inyaaU;  I  shall  ivly  on  tbe  taddl- 
guicefff  the  House  to*  hitit«de  of  ohservMion, 
cMrMpondiag  with  ike  peeuliai-  circtmitiaBoei  of 
nke  cub. 

The  resolatioiK  to  wkteh  1  un  to  answer,  were 
.■MiDOT«d  wtdMutapretty  oofnoasdisBWof  the 
reasons  on  which  they  were  founded.  These  i««- 
■OUs  are  before  the  public,  through  the  channel  of 
tke  pt«t*-  Thav  are  «f  t  aatur«  to  excite  atten- 
tion, to  beget  alarm,  tu  inspire  doubts.  Deduc- 
tions of  a  very  extraordinary  complexion  may, 
without  forcing  the  sense,  be  drawn  from  them. 

I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  meet  the  sug- 
gestiooaiKbuslt.kova  wen  Utrawu  wU  with  de- 
cisioa  wd  cxi^dicitnesa.  And  while  1  hope  I  ak«U 
Jet.  bll  Botliing  inooniistcat  W4lh  .that  cerAialaBd 
ftuiiwUfisd  EMpetlwluBli  Heel  ftr  the  UoMe  of 
Representuim,,vhUB  l.«Maieaee-tii  Ik*  aoft- 
ekMv  ot  Ik*  nmWe«  that  iddMed  «n  their  ^rt 
.•he  Mviag  a  frannt  aad  free  coBNe  to  the '  ]BTe»- 
tiMaoir  propoMd,  1  eamot  bat  resolve  to  treat  the 
■wtfeet  with  a  freedom  whieh  ie  doe  to  truth  and 
«o  «he  oemekHiMew  of  a  pure  zekl  for  the  public 

I  begin  with  the  last  of  the  four  resolutions,'  be- 
cattse  It  IB  that  whicb  seeks  information  relating 
1o  the  moat  delicate  and  important  of  the  sugges- 
tions itiat  have  been  hazarded. 


HerCj  however,  I  have  to  rf^ret  the  utter  im- 
,  jssibmty  of  a  strict  compliance  with  the  tenns 
of  the  rescrfutioD.  Yhe  praotioabilitf  of  sseh  a 
campliance  waald  suppose  nothing  less  thaA  that, 
riooe  the  last  day  of  Deeember,  17BS,  all  the  ac- 
counts of  all  the  OoUecttm  of  the  Guctoms,  aod 
other  offieen  of  the  rarenae  throughoai  the  wimU 
at  of  tbe  United  States,  could  be  digeated. 
made  upj  and  forwarded  to  the  Treasary — cosld 
be  exammed  there,  aettled,  and  carried  into  the 


heads,   ia  Bword, 

eceipts-and 

expenditurea  of  this  extensive  country,  cotdd  have 


puUiC'  booka  Wider  thevprafwih 

that  all  the  accounts  of  the  revenues,  leceipl 


passed  through  a  complete  exhibitioD,  < 
liiin,  aad  adjiuuawt  vithin  the  ahoit  | 
twenty-three  dayn. 

It  was  made  (as  I  presume  from  the  resnll) 
satisfactorily  to  appear  to  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  llepresentatives,  who  were  charged 
daring  Ae  laslwssion  with  framing  a  direetion  to 
the  Treasury  for  bringing  forward  an  anngal  ac- 
couni  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  that  the 
course  oF  public  tuts!  ness  would  not  admit  of  iIk 
rendering  of  such  an  accoimi  jn  less  than  niae 
months  after  Ae  expiration  of  each  year ;  in  cca- 
'fOtittitf  to  vrhich  idea,  their  report  was  formed 
and  an  order  of  the  House  established. 

I  need  do  nothing  more,  to  evince  the  impradi- 
cabiiity  of  an  exact  compliance  with  the  resohi- 
tion  in  question,  than  to  observe,  that  it  is  eves 
more  comprehensive  (though  with  less  detain  Aaa 
the  order  at  the  House  to  which  I  have  atmded. 
To  evince,  nevertheless,  my  readiness  to  do  all  in 
my  power  towards  fulfilling  the  views  of  the 
House^and  throwins  light  upon  tbe  tnuuactioni 
of  the  Department,  IsmU  now  offer  to  their  in- 
soection  sundry  statements, marked  A.  AB,*B,C, 
D.  E,  F,  which  eontain.  as  ut  as  is  at  this  time  poe- 
■ibte,  the  'iafenmitioa  Miied,  and  with  raSeienl 
eattaintTaodaeOTtraoy  lOaAbind  satMMftieD  on  (k« 
pokita  of  lAquiry  invoived  iir  the  raHdiMND. 

The  itatetnent  A  shows  ita  absimet  the  whole 
of  the  veaeiptt'  Into  and  .expend! tuea  boat,  Ae 
Tretsnry,  oommencti^  with  Ae  first  of  Jaavary, 
aad  eudibg  with  (he  kM  of  December,  179S,  oor- 
reiponding  viththe  aeooixKa  of  the  Tremrer. 
These  accounts  have  been  regularlv  settled  ns  to 
the  end  of  September,  and  copies  have  been  laid 
before  'he  two  Houses  of  Cou^reiB.  The  aeeatmt 
for  the  quarter  terminating  with  the  year  has  aot 
yet  passed  through  the  forms  of  settlement,  but  is 
wader  e.xami  nation,  and  will,  no  dauht,  be  acUltd 
as  it  stands — tbe  raaanef  of  conducting  the  busi- 
ness,  Bod  the  usual  care  and  accuracy  M  the  offiecr 
concerned,  leaving  very  lilde  room  to  apprehend 
misBtatensnt  or  error.  A  copy  of  this  account  is 
hemtith  antauMtMl.in  (heMfaetltda  mariMd  C. 

Thia natement  takes  np  thehalaaae  of  tbagaa- 
ecal  aoeaoDt  of  'Bcceipto  and  Pipiwiktm  to  the 
end  of  the  year  17W,  a*  reported  to  the  HotMeW 
Representatives  within  the  first  week  of  the  pre- 
sent eessiOB,  and  contiBoing  it  dtnra  to  the  end  ti 
1792,  shows  a  balance  then  in  the  Treasarr  cf 
fT83,444  51. 


(m: 


APPBNbCt. 


Tie  enttemaul  Bis*  moic  ct)mpKh«iMi<r«  docn- 
mtvt.  It  is  a  general  aecotHit  of  Intome  aBd  Elx* 
peoditure,  li  ^owa  not  merely  the  aetval  t«- 
eeipts  of  money  into  tbe  Treaaiuy,  but  the  whole 
amount  of  tke  dsmbbI  Terenoet  from  the  oom- 
mencement  of  the  pwtmau.  Qnvemmmt  to  the  con- 
doNon  of  tbe  year  1793,  a*  well  DuUtMding  as 
coU«ei«d-Mtie  proceeds  of  Domeuio  Loaa*— the 
iritole  amotmt  <^  tin  sums  which  hare  been  drawn 
into  the  United  Bmte*  on  aeeoont  of  the  Foreign 
Lotti9~«nd  all  other  mimeys,  from  wbufcTer 
sooKe,  wbieh  hare  aecnied  witfaio  the  period  em- 
bnoed  by  the  stateeiBnt. 

These  items  form  th«  debit  side  of  the  aeoonin, 
MMonting  to  •17,S7e,8S9  3S, 

Tbe  etedit  side  eonsiKs  of  two  ite«M>  First, 
tbe  whole  aiODnnt  erf  the  aeturi  ecpcodttims  to 
tbe  end  of  tiib  ydat  1701,  m  stated  in  tb«  seMml 
account  of  Receipts  and  BxpeBditnres  before  i«< 
fen«d  to.  Seoen<i  the  whcAe  amount  of  tbe  Mttml 
expenditures  diurmg  the  ye«r  1798,  »  specified 
generaily  in  iTie  staKment  A,  and  flartioularly  i* 
tii«  svrer^  qaarterly  aocoants  of  the  TreaMirer, 


VII.  Uncolleoted  rcsidna  of  dutiea 
on  ipirits  distilled'  irithinihe 
United  Sutes,  per  abstract  F, 


pendilnre  is,  consequently,  filW.Wft  50;  wbiA 
correspcmdH  with  tire  eacess  of  the  public  incocne 
{iMlnding  the  proceeds  of  Loaw  fbre^  and  do- 
SlMtic)  Iwyotid  tbe  actual  expenditure,  or,  more 
pto^ly  ineakin^  diiborsement  to  tbe  end  of 
th«  year  1793.  This  of  course  is  eialnsive  of 
tlMW-pans  of  the  noeeeds  of  Poreisri  Loans  wfaiefa 
bare  bean  left  in  Bnrape  to  be  applied  there ;  the 
amosm,  applieationi  and  balance  of  which  are  ex~ 
liHiitad,  ■>  Jar  as  tkey-  are  known  at  tbe  Treasury, 
in  Ae  stttemntt  No.  1  of  my  late  Report  on 
Foreign  Loans. 

This  balance,  as  noted  in  the  statement 
composed  of  tbe  foUowiog  particulars : 
L  Cash  in  the  Treasury,  per  state- 

mant  A  -  -  - 

XL  Cash  in  the  Bai^  of  the  United 

States,  and  the  offices  of  Dis- 

oount  and   Depoeilft  of  New 

York  and  Baltunore,  not  yet 

passed  to  the  aocouut  of  the 

Treaaoiei,  per  statement  A  B, 

III.  Proceeds  of  AmaterdaiB  biUn 
remainlDK  ia  deposite  in  the 
Bulk  (^oitJi  4 
eluding  tbe  aun  of  ||I5C 
eents  advanced  \ty  the  nwu. 
without  intetest,  which  i»i»e- 
dited  in  tbaganerBl  ueountirf 
RecaipU  and  Bzpokditures, 
statameot  A    - 

IV.  Proceeds  of.  Amsterdam  bill* 


r83,444  51 


Customs,  per  abstract  D 
VL  BoBdBUB|»idatthaeBdofthe 

Sent  1792,  on  ascouBt  of  the 
utiea  OB  imports,  and  Uling 
due  betwaaa  that  time  ana 
Uay,  17H,  PH  abetMCt  El     ' 


Tofel  -  •  -  t5,116,«97  00 

This  aggregate  somewhat  exceeds  tbe  baknee 
of  tbe  account ;  but,  in  a  case  where  eetiratates  must 
neeessarily  supply  the  deficieiKy  of  aaeertaiaed  re- 
sults, diffentKM  of  this  nature  an  ot  oouaw.    It 
is,at  the  same  time.  satisiBetory  to  obesrae  that, 
tbe  estimates  which  lave  bMnberMoforecinama- 
nicated  are  proved,  by  the  c^&cmI  docuBCM*  al> 
ready  received,  to  hwe  itta  crwttiallr  ciHrecH 
It  will  n»  doabt  raadUy  occur  t«  thalloiise  that 
venr  small  part  of  the  excess,  which  bm  beea: 
■ted,  ia  a.  real  surpliu  of  ineome.    There  teauia 
<  be  satiefied  numsoas  objects  of  expatidituie' 
.  jarved  npon  tbe  fUad  by  the  approiKiatkais  wbi«fc 
have  Men  made,  that  cannot  nil  ultimately  to  ex- 
haust it.  probably  withinXoui  otfirehimdredthoa* 
sand  dollars ;  wtiiek  will  be  enWaeed  in  the  apnn» 
piations  for  the  service  of  the  year  1793.    AOa* 
ther  explanation  on   this  p«int  is   tascrved  foe 
future  comnunieation. 

A  due  coatprabttision  of  the  statameote  wnn 
presented,  must  obviate  every  idea  of  a  bakace 
uncwcoanled  for,  in  irtialeTer  sense  the  aUegUiot' 
may  have  been  mtended  to-be  made. 
If  there  was  before  any  obacnii^  on  the  subject,! 
wu  certainly  not  tbe  ftult  of  this  Et^nTlmeal.i 
Till  the  last  resohitionB,  no  call  has  been  made 
upoB  it  wbidi  rendered  it  proper  to  exhibit:  ageir 
erat  view  of  the  ptdilic  money*  aad  funda,  or  to, 
show  the  amount  and  situation  of  sach  aa  weter 
unapplied.  Partioular  oalls  for  pnrtioular  objentar 
were  made,  w^ich  as  I  conceive  woe  oonptied. 
with ;  but  taev  were  not  oooapMhenave  eaonah 
to  embrase  a  disokwote  of  that  nature.  It  cotud 
not,  theiefiim,  with  proiHicly  have  been  alleged 
that  there  was  a  balance  nnaaceniMed  fln^  To  m« 
fer  it  ftom.  doetunents,  whiob  contained  only  U 
part  of  the  necessary  informatioB,  v*aa  not  juatt' 
nabl^  nor  aould<  it  otbeiwise  happen  tlmni  that 
caadaNons  wholly  MToneous  would  be  tbe  catt>i 
sequences  of  taking  such  imperfectdala  for  goidect 
It  may  be  of  ikse,  by  way  of  elncidatioBftopokt 
ow  •one  of  the  moat  palpable  feasnas  et  tlur 
enot'whieb  has  been  eatestained^ 

Thefi)llowing)iteeBa«t«stMed«E  the  baaiv.or 
dte  supposed  ddcii^»y: 

Residue  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Foteij[n  bills  sup- 
posed to  be  unap^ied,  (afier  deducting  the  simis 
nimished  for  St.  Domingo,  and  the  amount  of 
the  Debt  to  Foreign  officers)  -  »l,6e8,190' 

Surplus  of  Sinking  Fund,  meaniD^  I 
presUfne,  that  pHt  of  the  surpbu  of 
the  reTcuoe  to  the  end  of  tM  year 
1T90,  which  had  not  been  applied  in 
purcLasea-    -  -  •  -       400,MO 

Surpk*  of  revenue  of  du  yaar  ITflO, 
asivported    ...  -       Sn,38» 


Total 


)y  Google 


ia«s 
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BolaBce  unaccouoteil  foe  -  (1,554,933 

It  appesTE  in  the  firat  place  to  have  been  ovti- 
lookn^  that  in  ttstemeiit  No.  S,  of  inflate  Report 
coBceining  Foreign  Loans,  mention  u  made  tlutt, 
on  the  3d  of  January,  there  remained  to  be  received 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  Foreign  bills  (632,132  OS} 
consequently  that  mun  coold  not  be  considered  as 
in  the  Treasury,  and  ought  to  be  deducted  from 
the  suf^NMed  deficiency. 

Among  the  official  papers  which  it  ii  intitnated 
were  otHisulted,  was  an  original  account,  rendered 
by  the  Bank  of  the  UmiedBtales,  of  the  sales  of 
Amrteidam  bills,  showing  a  sum  ot  $605,883  08,  u 
having  been  received  by  the  Bank  and  two  of  its 
offices  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  for  the  proceeds 
of  those  bills.  Had  the  document  been  nodei 
stood,  it  would  have  been  known  that  this  snt 
was  in  Bank,  over  and  above  the  balance  of  the 
Treasurer's  cish  account)  and  this,  also,  would 
have  served  to  account  f<H  a  la^e  part  of  the  sap- 
posed  deficiency,  namely,  tS05,m3  08.  The  course 
of  this  transaction  will  De  hereafter  explained. 

But  among  the  misconceptions  whien  have  ob- 
tained, what  relates  to  the  surplus  of  revenue  of 
the  year  1792  is  not  the  least  striking.  The  laws 
inform  (and  consequently  no  information  on  that 
point  from  this  Department  could  have  been  ne- 
cessary) that  credits  are  allowed  upon  the  duties 
on  imports  ot  four,  six,  nine,  twelve  months,  and 
in  some  cases  of  two  years.  Reason  dictates,  tbai 
a  sur^us  in  such  case  must  be  considered  as  post- 
poned in  the  collection  ot  receipt  till  all  the  ap- 
propriations  upon  the  fund  have  been  first  satisfied. 
The  account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditnrea  to  the 
end  of  1791,  in  possession  of  the  House,  shows  that 


Bt  that  time  no  less  a  snm  than  (1,8^89  28  of 
the  antecedent  duties  were  outstanding  in  bonds. 
How,  then,  could  it  have  happened  that  the  sur- 
plus of  1792  was  sought  for  m  the  Treasury  at  the 
very  instant  of  the  expiration  of  the  year?  [  for- 
bear to  attempt  to  trace  the  source  of  a  mistake 
so  estnordinary. 

Let  me,  however,  add  that  of  the  surplus  ii_ 
qaeslMKi,  (172,564  82,  are  not  payable  tiU  April 
and  Hay,  1794,  as  vrill  be  seen  by  the  abstract  E. 

ThosnavelnotoBlvfumiiheda  Just  and  affirm- 
ative view  of  the  real  situaticm  ot  the  public  ac- 
count, but  hare  likewise  shown,  I -  -  "' 


In  this  I  might  haVe  gone  still  further, 

there  being  scarcely  a  step  of  the  wiiole  proci 
i^ch  is  not  liable  to  the  imputation  of  misappre- 
hension.   Bat  I  wish  not  unnecessarily  to  weary 
the  patience  of  the  House. 

Another  eireumstance  to  which  importance  has 
been  given,  and  which  was  notieed  in  connexion 
with  the  suggestion  last  discussed,  is  a  disagree- 
matt  between  a  memorandum  in  the  Treasurer's 
Bank  Book  and  the  statement  reported  by  me,  of  { 


t  the  TtMaury  n 


the  ameiuit.«f  biUa  drawn. a 

the  Foreign  Fund.    A  disi, 

exists,  and  to  the  extent  of  5,760,138  floritis  oc 

But  the  following  circumstances  contain  the  s(k 
lution  of  this  disqmeting  appearance. 

There  will  be  found  in  the  statemeiu  A  rwo- 
leveral  ciadits,  each  for  $2,000,000,  as  for  n 
received  into  the  Treasury,  with  conespc  ^ 
debits  of  equal  sums  as  for  moneys  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury.  But  neither  the  one  nor  the  olhez  did 
in  reality  take  place.  The  whole  is  a  ma«  ope- 
ration to  accomplish  the  purposes  of  the  etevoith 
section  of  the  "Actto  incorporate  the  subscribers  lo 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  without  an  ineak- 
vcnient  and  unneceswry  displacement  of  fuoda. 

That  section  authorizes  a  ■ubaeriMim  to  the 
stock  of  the  Bank,  on  account  of  the  Oovcnuneal, 
exceeding  in  amount  $2,000,000,  aad  provide* 
for  the  payment  of  it  out  of  the  moneys  which 
should  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  either  ot  tke  aei> 
of  the  4th  and  12th  of  August,  1790— the  fint 
■T"^'''g  provision  for  the  Public  Debt,  the  last  foe 
reducing  it;  enjoinine,  at  the  same  time,  that  *. 
Loan  should  be  made  of  the  Bank  to  an  equal 
amount,  to  rei^aee  the  moneys  which  were  to  b» 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  subscription. 

It  is  evident  that  oothiug  could  have  been  move 
useless  fat  the  same  time  Uial  it  would  have  beaa 
attended  with  obvious  disadvantages  to  the  Go- 
vernment) than  actually  to  draw  from  Europe, 
out  of  the  moneys  borrowed  there,  the  sum  necea-- 
sary  for  the  payment  of  the  subscription  to  the 
Bank,  and  again  to  remit  out  of  the  Loan  which 
was  to  be  obtained  of  the  Bank  a  sufficient  sum  to 
replace  such  moneys,  or  sach  part  of  them  as  may 
have  been  destiiied  for  the  Foreign  object.  Losa 
upon  exchange  in  consequence  of  oierstocking  of 
the  market  with  bills — loss  in  interest  by  the  de- 
lays  incident  to  the  operation,  and  which  wtHiId 
necessarily  have  suspended  the  useful  emplaymesi 
of  the  funds  for  a  considerable  time — these  are 
some  of  the  disadvantages  to  the  Oovenmctd. 
To  the  Bank  alone  could  soy  benefit  have  aecraed, 
which  would  have  been  in  proportion  to  the  dday 
in  restoring  or  applying  the  fund  to  its  primitive 
destination.  Such  an  onefatton.  therefore,  eould 
only  have  been  jostifieJ  by  an  inoisposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Bank  to  facilitate  the  principal  object, 
without  the  intervention  of  actual  payment.  But 
no  such  disposition  existed.  On  this,  as  on  every 
other  occasion,  a  temper  liberal  lovvds  the  Qo- 
vernment  has  characterized  the  ctHiduct  of  the 
directors  of  that  institution. 

It  was  accordingly  proposed  by  me,  and  acreed 
to  by  them,  that  the  object  to  be  accomp&hed 
should  be  carried  into  effect  by  a  merely  formal 
arraagement.  In  this,  however,  it  was  necessary 
to  consult  the  injunctions  of  law,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution  of  the  Treamry  Depart- 

These  points  then,  were  to  be  effected— a  pajr- 
ment  of  the  suDsctiption  money,  to  vest  tbe  Go- 
vernment with  the  property  of  the  stock  *,  ptmaea 
sion  of  the  means  of  paying  it,  which  were  to  be 
I  derived  ftom  the  Foreign  Fund,  and  of  eonrae 
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were  first  to  be  in  the  Trearary  before  payment 
could  bemkde; the replaciiiffWMtBhoutdDe taken 
from  that  fund  by  a  Loan  of  the  Bank. 

The  following  plan  for  these  porpows  wa«  de- 
Tised'  and  executed  by  pierioos  concert : 

The  Treasurer  drew  bills  upon  our  Commio- 
■ionen  in  Amsterdam  for  the  sums  requisite  to 
complete  the  payment  on  ■ecount  of  the  subscrip' 
tion.  These  bills  were  purchased  by  the  Bank, 
aod  warrants  in  fovor  of  the  Treasurer  upon  the 
Bnnk  aerred  to  place  the  proceeds  in  the  Treasury. 
Warrants  afterwards  issued  upon  the  Treasurer, 
in  ftror  of  the  Bank,  for  the  amount  of  the  suV 
•eriptioB  money,  which  was  receipted  for  on  the 
put  of  the  Bank  as  paid.  Other  warrants  then 
iMued  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  upon  the  Bank, 
for  equal  sDins,  is  upon  accooni  of  a  Loan  to  the 
Go7«nunent ;  which  warrants  were  satisfied  by  a 
renleliTery  to  the  Treasurer  Oi  the  bills  that  had 
been  drawn  upon  the  CommissioDers.  In  the  last 
place,  wanants  were  dr«wn  upon  the  Treasurer 
to  replace  the  moneys,  supposed  by  the  arran^ 
ment  to  be  dnwn  from  the  Foreign  fund,  which 
perfected  the  operation.  But,  ham  the  detail 
which  has  been  giren,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  &ct 
no  moneys  were  either  withdrawn  from  or  re- 
turned to  that  fund.  The  bills  were  cancelled, 
annexed  to  the  warrants,  and  are  lodged  in  the 
Treastuy  as  vouchers  of  the  irftosBCtion. 

These  bills  were  for  two  separate  sums,  each 
'2,475,000  guilders,  equal  to  tl,uOO,OOOi  the  pay- 
ment baring  been  divided  into  two  parts,  tqton 
certain  eqnitable  considerations,  relative  to  the 
dividend  of  the  first  half  jear. 

This  ttaniaetion  explams  4,950,000  guilders,  of 
the  sum  which  forms  the  disagreement  between 
the  memorandum  in  the  Treasurer's  Bank  Book 
and  the  statement  reported  by  me. 

The  residue  is  thus  explaiaed.  The  sum  of 
1,237,600  guilders,  directed  to  be  drawn  for  on  the 
Sbth  of  November,  was  directed  to  be  comprised 
in  otte  or  more  bills,  as  the  Baolc  should  desire.  It 
WW  at  bst  placed  m  one  bill;  but  this  bill  was 


afterward  returned,  with  a  request  that  it  might 
he  converted  into  smaller  sums.  The  bill  retomed 
was  cancelled,  and  in  lieu  of  it  there  had  been  ftir- 
nished,  prior  to  the  first  of  January  of  the  present 
year,  dSt^SOO  gnilder^-the  balance,  303,000,  then 
remaming  to  be  Atmished.  The  sum  of  934,600 
guilders  consequently  appears  twice  in  the  nw- 
morandnm. 

These  two  sums  of  4,590.000  and  934,500  guil- 
ders, exceed  the  tiifferenee  u  question  by  12062 
guilders. 

The  Treasurer  informs  me  (hat  there  are  two 
bills  not  included  in  the  memorandum ;  one  for 
123.760,  and  the  other  for  St2  guilden,  iritich 
make  up  the  above  mentioned  excess.  The  farmer 
of  these  two  biUs  was  furnished  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  purpose  eoBtemplated  by  die  3d 
section  of  the  act  oTdie  last  session,  entitled  "An 
act  making  certain  a{^ropriatiohs  therein  spe- 
cified." 

Is  it  not  truly  matter  of  regret,  that  so  formal 
an  explanation  on  such  a  point  should  have  been 
made  requisite^  -Could  no  personal  inquiry  of 
either  of  the  officers  coneemed  have  superseded 
the  necenity  of  pnUicly  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Hotise  of  Representatives  to  an  appearance,  in 
truth,  so  little  signifieantf  Was  it  seriously  snp- 
poeable  that  there  could  be  any  real  difficulty  m 
explaining  that  appearance,  when  the  very  dis- 
closure of  it  proceeded  from  a  v<duntary  act  oi  the 
Head  of  this  Department  ? 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  yonr  most  obedient  and  most  humble  semnt, 
ALEXANDER  HANULTON, 

Seeretary  <^  the  TVetMury: 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakek 

of  tte  Binue  <^  ReprttetOaUTa. 

[P.  S.  Another  statement  of  Income  and  Ex- 
penditure having  been  made,  which  presents  the 

subject  under  another  aspect,  *•"'  ' '• —  ■'-  •'■- 

result  with  the  statement  B,  i: 
mitted,  marked  Ba.] 


Qenertd  mxount  of  Beeeiptt  and  ExpenditmtM  (^PuUic  Money*,  commeiKing 
n92,  ana  endmg  ike  3l9l  of  December,  i-m. 


the  1«(  ofJamutry, 


1793. 
September 


To  the  amount  of  expenditures  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the 
30tb  of  September,  179S,  agreeabljr  to  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
counts, settled  at  the  Treasury,  copies  of  which  have  been 
by  him  transmitted  to  the  House  of  RepresentaliTes,  viz : 
In  tne  quarter  ending  the  aiit  of  March,  1792  - 
*In  the  quarter  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1792 
*  In  the  quarter  ewling  the  30th  of  September,  1793    - 
To  the  amount  of  expenditures  from  the  1st  M  October  to  the 
31st  of  December,  1792,  agreeably  to  the  TreasuMt's  ac- 
counts tendered  for  settlement  t  -  - 
Balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 


«1,191,909  38 
3,552,430  35 
3,973,750  81 
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Loant. — StattmetU  A,  amttaued. 


1793. 
HT  1 


By  bkUvM  in  the  Tmsury,  agree&blv  to  the  general  atateioeiK 
of  Rcce^ts  snd  ExpeDditnreti,  to  the  end  d  the  year  1791  - 

By  ajnonnl  of  moneya  leceived  into  the  Treasury  frota  the  fint 
day  of  January,  1798,  to  thi»  dale,  vix : 

For  balances  due  by  lundry  penom  on  moneys  adraiioed  to 
them  under  the  present  Ooiremilicnt  ... 

For  balancaa  doe  hy  sundry  persoaa  on  Mcounia  which  origi- 
nated under  the  late  Government      -  -  -  . 

Ftw  arms  snd  aocontT«ments  sold  to  tb«  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, ont  of  the  public  stores,  by  direction  of  the  President   - 

For  amoam  received  for  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures 

Fm  uuxoU  receired  on  account  o(  a  Lc«n  of  t&23,300,  made 
by  the  Ehuk  of  the  United  States,  in  pur*uance  of  an  act 
puKd  on  the  3d  of  May,  1793  -  -  -  - 

For  amount  of  a  Loan  nude  by  the  Bask  of  North  America, 
without  interest,  for  the'  use  of  the  Department  of  War 

For  amount  received  on  acoount  of  proceeds  of  bills  of  ex- 
ohonge,  drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  on  the  CommiMionen  in 
Amsterdam    -.----- 

For  the  mlue  of  billi  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  on 
the  Commissioners  in  Amsterdam,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing a  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  But^  agreeably  to  an  act  passed  February  25, 1791 

For  amount  of  a  Lioan  obtained  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  agreeably  to  the  last  mentioned  act    - 

For  the  excess  of  the  first  half  yearly  dividend  on  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  held  by  the  United 
States,  beyond  the  interest  payable  to  the  Bank 

For  amount  received  from  sundry  supervisors,  on  accoimt  of 
daiies  on  distilled  apirits        -  -  .  . 

For  amoimt  received  from  the  Collecton  of  the  Customs,  on 
account  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage      - 


5,629  8A 
4,703  83 


400,000  00 
156,595  56 


3,000,000  00 
2,000,000  00 


208,943  81 
3,443,070  85 


JOSEPH  NOURSB,  BegMer. 
Tbeabvrt  Dbpabtmbnt,  Seguter'i  Office,  January  88, 1793. 

*  In  the  expenditnns  for  ttw  qnsrter  andmjr  Joob  SO,  and  8«ptanib«r  30,  1799,  an  iDcInded  wanMIs  la  lh» 
amoont  of  Ibni  tnillioDsof  dolUn,  which  an  drawn  for  the  pnrpoM  of  effiteting  tha  lUtMcription  of  five  "V-— -^ 
■hsni  to  Ae  capital  stock  of  ths  Bank  of  tha  United  States,  and  to  cover  the  Loan  oMaiued  in  coueqiiatoe 
thereof;  two  milliaiu  of  dollan  bajng  dnwn  to  eSect  the  subecriptian,  and  two  millions  for  the  amoant  of  the 
Loan;  tba  biU*  of  ez<]liaDfe  drawn  by  the  TiCMOier,  on  whkh  these  tntuactiani  were  predicated,  have  bees 
canceUed  at  (be  Treanuy. 


B. — General  accoimt  offacome  and  Expenditure. 


To  netl  amount  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  of  fines,  penalties,  and  fo^ 
TeitDres,  as  per  account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1791,  reported  to  the  House  of  Rejiresentatives  the  10th  November,  1798 

To  amount  of  moneys  which  came  mto  the  Treasury  to  the  same  end  of  the  year 
1791,  from  other  soarces  than  tha  general  revemea,  as  per  the  same  tceoimt  of 
RMeipfs  and  Expenditures,  viz : 

Totd  of^receipts         -- ^771,343  43 

Deduct  diis  sum,  received  for  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  betng 
Inehidtd  in  the  nett  amount  above  changed  ...    4,399,472  99 
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Loata.— Statement  B,  contvaied. 


Dr.— Coitinued. 

To  firadoiit  ot  duties  on  spirit*  distilled  withia  (be  United  State*  for  a  halt  year, 
endiiiff  the  31st  Deeetobei,  1791 

To  pr04mct  oT  duties  oU  import*  aad  tamnge,  fof  (ke  y«u  179^  u  cMimftied 

To'itTixlDel  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  witbin  the  UnUeA  8t«te«,  for  the  suae 
peHod,  M  estimated  ----.... 

To  amount  of  moneys  Thich  came  into  A»  Treamry  ihiring  the  yeai  1798,  Gtom 
other  sources  than  the  geberal  revenues,  as  per  general  account -of  Receipts  and 
Expenditures,  herewith  tiaunained,  maTked  A,  vii: 

Total  receipts,  (inchidiog  the  balance  in  cash  at  the  end  of  1791,)  as  ctedited  in 
said  iccount $9,751,136  56 

Deduct  this  sum,  which  was  the  halaUce  ill  the  Treasury  at  tb«  end 
of  1791,  the  same  being  includea  in  the  abore  totals  of  revenues 
and  receipts  for  the  same  period   -  *         -  -      $973,905  75 

T6is  sum,  receired  of  sapervisors  of  the  revenue,  on 
account  of  duties  on  distilled  spirits,  being  included 
in  the  total  products  abovd  cnaived  -  -        eOS,94a  81 

Deduct  this  sum,  received  from  Collectors  of  the 
Customs,  on  account  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage,beingalBoiucladedinthetataIabovecharged      3,443,070  85 

4,625,919  41 


To  proceeds  of  bills  drawn  and  disposed  of  upon  our  Commissitwers 
in  Holland,  on  aceoont  of  Foreign  Loans,  as  per  statement  Na.  3, 
reported  to  the  Hcmse  of  lUpresentatives  the  3d  instant,  viz : 

2,304,769  13 

To  which  add,  f«r  on  error  iit  suting  the  amount  of 
interest  which  atOM  ott'  the  credit  allowed  to  pur- 
chasers of  bills,  by  the  Banks  of  North  America 
ttad  New  York 1,000  00 


Deduct  this  sum,  iifcladed  In  the  receipra  hito  cbe  TreaMiry  to  (he 
ehd  of  the  year  1791  as  pei'  icceuM  of  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tures reported  to  the  House  of  Represetttatires  the  10th  Novem- 
ber, 1792 961,391  M 

Deduct  also  this  sum,  included  in  the  leceipis  during 
the  yeai  1792,  per  general  account  or  Receipts 
an^feipenditures  herewith  transmitted,  marked  A         545,902  89 


Cb. 

By  nno((nt  of  eipendfmres  >»  the  end  of  the  ye«  1791,  aa])araoc(MUof  Recei^ 
and  E^pendhutes  to  the  end  trf  Aal  yen,  iv^^oiled  to  cbe  Hdwe  of  Beyus-Bl*- 
tlves  tfce  10th  of  November,  1798  ..--.. 

By  amount  of  expenditures  during  fhe  year  1793,  M  wr  gmienil  aceotmt  of  Re- 
ceipts and  Eipendttures  herevTith  tranarained,  marKed  A,  viz : 

Total  debit  side  of  said  acconbt #9,751,136  56 

Deduct  cash  od  hand 7^,444  SI- 

Balaoce,  being  the  excess  of  income  beyond  the  expenditure,  (o  the  end  of  the 
year  1(792   -  -  -  -  -  -  .    '       . 


150,000  0» 
3,900,000  04 


9,K6,217  16 


1,^474  90 
»17,879,a8i5  33 


8,967,698  05 

5,114,606  50i 

#17,S'^9,jia6  3} 
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ThefortgorngbaUmetUcompotdlufoiioiM: 
I.  Of  cub  in  theTreanuy,  uper  gcnenl  account  of  Recaiptj  uid  Expeii£tiir«a,  nuked  A    • 

3.  Of  euh  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btatea,  uid  th«  Office!  of  Dinnmit  and  DeuMilc  of  New 

Toik  ud  BdtimoTe,  per  account  rendered  bj  the  Bank  herewith,  marked  A  B       - 

5.  OftheptoceediofbiUeonAiDHerdam,  remaining  in  depoatte  in  the  Bank  of  North  America, 

inclnifing  (he  mat  of  ^WifiW  H,  loaned  withont  inKnat,  which  Lo«n  ia  erediled  in  tbe 
general  account  of  Rrceipla  and  Eipeadttwea        ...... 

4.  OftheprcHMedaofbiUaotl  Anialariam,  DOtTetreceiTCd  '  •.         - 

6.  Uncollected  reeidue  of  dntiea  on  ipirita  diattUed  within  the  United  Stataa,  tb  : 


to  the  Treaaniy,  and  erediled  in 


6.  Cailiinhandaof  Collecton  of  Cuatoma,  per  abeliaet  of  weekly  retonu  .  .  • 

7.  Bondianpaid  at  the  end  of  the  year  17B3,  on  account  of  datiM  on  impocta  and  tonnage,  and 

Uling  <hke  between  tli»t  time  and  May,  1794 


Placttofiepodletftktahottnteationedeatk,  Nm.  I  imd% 
..  ChIi,  being  balance  of  Treaauier'a  acoonnti 

Bank  of  Umted  Stataa,  PhDadel[dii> «1M,1M  48 

Bank  of  North  Ametiwi,        do 6 1, Ml  90 

Bank  ofNew  York,  New  York 68,0 1»  08 

Bank  of  Proridence,  ProTidenee  .....       W,157  87 

Oflioe  of  Di«»ont  and  Depoaite,  Beaton  -  ,  .  .      164,860  67 

Do  do  New  ToA       ....     «34,7S4  61 

Do  do  Baltifflare         ....       7tfi6a  64 

Do  do  Charieaton        ....       ttfiU  86 

SSS  14 


S>  Caabonacconnt  of  Pondgn  billa: 

Bank  of  United  Btataa,  Philadelphia 
Office  of  Diaconnt  and  Depoatle,  New  York 
Office  of  Diaconnt  and  DepoMte,  Baltimore 


889,848  38 
1V6,B96  H 
«>,08&  74 


606,888  68 

9i,aB»,srr  si 

3.  Of  thia  anm,  9166,606  66  are  cooaidered  aa  in  deRoale,  by  way  ofconnletbalanoe  to  an  adtmnoe  nude  kj 
the  Bank  for  the  naeoftbe  Department  ofWar.fbrlhcpurpoaea  of  the  act  paaaed  the  3d  of  Mandi,  1701,  fee 
raiang  and  »Hi<;ng  another  regiment  to  the  MiUlary  Eitabliahinent  of  the  United  Stales,  and  for  '"-*'"g  Anther 
poriaion  fat  the  piotectioD  of  the  famlien.  It  h«a  ramained  without  final  adioftaeot,  tntm  a  doubt  whether  the 
Rinda,  apon  whidi  the  appropriationa  which  ootnprehend  the  Mir^aa  of  dutiea  to  the  end  of  1701  are  bottameJ, 
we  folly  niffident.  A  aom  of  abont  tseiOOO  mint  dqMnd  on  the  ezirtence  of  certain  anndnnea  npon  ■otseedenl 
qi^irqmationB,  whicb  it  ii  believed  will  not  reqtiire  the  liiD  aama  appropriated  j  but  the  pnrpoaee  of  thoae  appao- 
pnalicaia  not  being  yet  flnaUy  aatMfted,  the  real  atate  of  the  bofiiMaB  ia  not  ;r«*  completely  aecertained.  An  ex- 
ample of  thia  exieta  in  the  eaae  of  •  anm  of  940,000,  af^nnpriatad  for  paying  off  certain  apeds  claimi  oo  th> 
Qoartermasler'a  Department,  incurred  during  the  late  war.  It  ia  known  thai  Airther  daima  exiat,  bat  iMt  to 
what  extent.  There  are  aerenl  other  caaea  attoided  with  amilar  uneertainQr.  A  recent  examination  Imttm 
aome  doubt  whetiier  warrant!  can  y«l  aafelT  tame  to  wind  op  the  tranaadioi). 

6.  Whedier  the  anm  here  itsted  aa  ontatanding  be  conect,  muat  io  a  degree  depend  on  the  aecttnuy  of  Aa 
eatinutted  product  of  the  duties.  It  will  be  obserVed  that  the  product,  aa  carried  into  the  statement,  was  arigiD> 
ally  fixed  ^  estimation ;  and  e*en  now  the  msleriala  in  poaaession  od*  the  TteaKOT,  re^Mcting  a  teanefa  of  rv- 
lenue,  for  knowQ  leaMns  not  yet  reduced  to  pwfect  order,  are  luwToidably  imperfect,  and  liatde  to  eMne  trtm. 
The  eatimate  may  exceed  or  &U  shnt  of  the  mlity,  and  pn^urtionB^  aflaet  the  oulatanding  balance.  Bat, 
howefes  thia  may  torn  out,  it  eannot  afieel  dke  mmls  ot  the  itatumimt  The  ezoese  or  deficient  of  oim  ode  af 
th«  aoeoani  would  oofrespond  with  •  tike  exoeea  or  deficiency  on  the  other.  The  auziliaiT  statement,  howaves, 
marked  P,  aerree  to  show  that  there  can  be  IM  material  enor  in  the  -^■"'■- 

e  and  7.  Theee  two  itena  are  alto  UaUe  to  aome  di«ree  of  uncertain^.  The  cadi  returns  of  the  CoOectan 
not  being  all  received  up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  aome  diabnraements  which  wa«  to  be  made  lolhat  tioM  aot 
baring  been  completed,  the  amount  which  waa  then  in  diur  hands  cannot  b«  pronounced  with  uecMOU.  Tlw 
diflfernee,  boweTcr,  which  may  ^>pear  upon  a  aeUlemeBt  of  dkeir  aocotuts,  cannot  be  material.  In  like  naimer, 
•ammlhly  abetncts  of  bond*  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  bne  not  yet  been  reeeiTed  frcM  some  perls,  and  it  Imm 
been  found  necessary  to  supply  the  deficient  by  BcomparatiTeestinale,theresuK  mayTaiy  aont 

fact     But  enough  iaaaeertamed  to  pronounce  that  the  dUbnnce  moat  be  inconsidsrable ;  and,  ir  

to  Oie  cadi  and  bonds  in  the  handa  of  the  GoOectora,  whaterM  dillinenee  may  bereafter  appear,  is  Gable  to  tka 
same  lemark  *■  to  Ibe  merits  of  &e  statement,  whidi  baa  been  made  in  regard  to  the  dutiea  mi  diatilled  tfU^, 
Ttu  diflnencea  in  bodi  caaee  must  neqlre  themsehee  bio  tlv  drcumatance  of  Ibe  estimated  amonnta  of  A*  tt- 
tiaaproring  grealo'  or  leea  than  the  real  amonnta.  A.  HAMILTON, 

TKUSDRY  DipABTHBHT,  Fisbruary  4,  1793. 

Hon.— Tm  or  Ihie*  aocsnqiujlic  Tald«t  Mt  dHOwl  oecMiBrj, 


•Secretory  of  Ac  TVtamry. 


v.^,. 
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LOANa 

[CeauanniMttd  to  the  Senale  Palnlui7  6,  1793.} 
Theasdrt  Department, 

February  5, 1793, 

SiK :  Id  punuanee  of  the  first  part  of  the  order 
of  the  Seti&te  of  the  S3d  of  Jaaoary.  put,  I  h«Te 
the  honor  to  send,  benwiih,  sandry  statements, 
marked  A,  AB,  B,  B  a,  D,  E.  F,  and  I  beg  Oie 
pemiisuon  of  tlw  Seitaie  to  add  the  copjr  of  a  let- 
ter dated  yeateiday,  which  served  to  cnuumit  du- 
plicates of  the  same  documents  to  the  House  of 
RepresevtatiTea,  and  which  ctHituni  wme  expla- 
Bations  of  them,  a  repetition  of  which  here  will 
be  thetehy  rendered  tmnecessary.  The  doenmeni 
C,  referred  to  in  that  letter,  was  also  sent  to  the 
Hoiue  of  Representatives,  but  being  of  considera- 
ble length,  a  duplicate  is  not  yet  ready ;  and  I  did 
not  think  it  adrisable  to  detain  the  other  papers 
till  it  w»s  ready. 

The  documents  now  transmitted  will  answer 
tlie  whole  of  the  inquiry  cmtained  in  the  first  part 
of  the  order  abore  referred  to,  exoept  what  regards 
•  distribution  of  the  expenditures  under  eachnead 
of  appropriation,  which  is  in  preparation,  and  will 
be  forwarded  as  sooii  as  it  can  be  ready. 

Tbe  aitttation  in  which  I  am  placed  renders  ftir* 
iker  delay  absolutely  necessary  to  the  fulfilment 
ottitie  second  part  of  the  order. 

There  is  a  point  in  my  Letter  of  the  ISlh  of 
January  to  the  Senate,  conceniiag  which  some 
expUnation  is  re<]uisite.  I  stated,  a*  one  motive 
to  the  joint  negotiation  of  the  Loans,  under  both 
acts, "  an  intimation  from  our  bankets  in  Holland 
that  a  distinction  might  prove  an  embarrasament, 
being  a  novelty,  the  reason  of  which  would  not  be 
obvioos  to  the  money-lenders."  Thia  was  done 
from  memory,  without  recurrence  to  documents, 
and  in  a  degree  of  hurry  occasioned  by  my  anxie- 
tyfor  the  speedy  passing  of  the  Appropriation  bill, 
mi,  upon  a  revision,  prares  to  be  not  ax^curaie. 
The  mistake  arose  in  the  following  manner :  My 
original  idea  was,  to  nudnlsin  a  separation  be- 
tween the  two  acts.  This  will  appear  from  my 
Ijetler  of  the  28th  of  Auattst,  1790,  to  our  bank- 
ers, in  which  I  express  a'  desire  tiiat  they  would 
enaeavor  to  place  part  of  the  first  Loan  npcHi  one 
aet,  and  another  part  upon  the  other  act.  But 
they  did  not  carr^  this  idea  into  execution,  for  the 
reason  assigned  m  their  answer,  now  before  the 
Boiate,  which  is,  that  the  subdivision  proposed 
would,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  tend 
(o  excite  speculations  and  doubts  among  the  mo- 
ney-lenders. 

But,  prior  to  the  receipt  of  their  answer,  I  had 
made  further  inquiry,  and  had  reflected  more  on 
the  subject  The  restilt  of  my  inquiry  was,  that 
the  money'lenderL  havmg  been  accustomed  to 
lead  on  tlie  general  credit  of  the  Goremment  bor- 
rowing, with  a  sort  of  general  pledse  <^  its  reve- 
naes  and  resourcea,  the  attempt  to  Bottom  a  Loan 
apM  any  panicolar  law,  mi^t,  as  a  novelty,  oc- 
caaion  some  hesitation  itnd  embarrassment  among 
them,  eapeeially  as  they  are  known  to  be  a  de- 
aoriptton  o(  Mtea  moeh  inJtieated  by  habit  and 


precedent;  and  the  conclusions,  from  mwe  full 
reflection,  wet«^  that  tike  distinguishing  of  the 
Loans  with  reference  to  each  act,  might  not  only 
embarrass  the  business,  in  the  Grst  stages  of  nego- 
tiation, but  misht  interfere  with  an  application  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  Loans  in  the  moat  convenient 
and  beneficial  manner,  acc<wdii 


al  intention,  and,  in  my  first  instruction  t 
Short,  was  silent  on  the  point. 

These  diflerent  positions  of  the  subject  in  the 
mind,  at  different  lime^and  what  actually  took 
place  vrith  re^rd  to  the  first  Loan,  produced  some 
confusion  in  Ibe  recollection  of  &cti,  and  led  me 
to  assign  as  a  cause  what  had  been  only  a  collate- 
ral circmnstance,  and  to  aaerAe  to  the  bankers 
intimatitHis,  or  rather  information,  which  I  had 
received  from  other  quarters. 

I  submit  this  explanation  of  tbe  matter  to  the 
candor  of  the  Senate,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  perfect  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 

^"'  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

The  VicD  PsBainsHT  ^the 

United  Slaiei  and  PrendetU  of  the  aenaU. 

TbBASDBT  DErABTMEHT, 

February  5, 17^ 

Sib  :  By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 

States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith — 

1.  Copies  of  a  power  given  by  him  to  the  B*- 

cteury  of  ilie  Treasury  Tor  the  time  being,  dated 

the  38th  of  August,  1790,  for  the  negotiation  of 

the  Loans  auth<wizedby  the  laws  of  the  4th  and 

12th  of  August,  1790,  and  of  certain  instruotionB 

relative  thereto,  dated  on  the  same  dar. 

S.  Copies  of  an  authority  founded  upon  the 

Ewer  of  the  President  from  me  to  William  Short, 
iq.,  dated  the  1st  of  September,  1790,  and  of 
sundry  letters  from  me  to  the  said  William  Short, 
of  dates  from  the  29th  of  May,  1790,  to  the  31st 
of  December,  1792,  inclusively,  relating  to  the  ne- 
gotiation and  appbcation  of  the  above-mentioned 

3.  Originals  of  sundry  letters  from  William 
Short  to  me,  under  dates  from  the  3d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1790,  to  the  2d  of  November,  1792,  inclusive- 
ly, relating  to  the  same  uibjeet 

4.  Copy  of  an  authority  from  me  to  Messrs. 
Wilhem  and  John  WUlinks,  Nichoks  and  J.  Van 
Staphorst,  and  Hubbard,  bankers  of  the  United 
States  at  Amsterdam,  dated  the  38th  of  August, 
1790,  relating  to  the  first  of  the  Loans'  made  under 
the  above-mentioned  acts,  and  copies  of  sundrr 
letters  to  the  said  bankers,  of  dates  from  the  28tk 
of  Au^st,  1790,  to  the  Slst  of  December,  1793, 
inclusively. 

5.  OrigmalsofstrndrylettersfriKiithesaidbank- 
ers  to  ma,  of  dates  from  the  35th  (rf  January,  1790, 
to  the  5ih  of  November,  1792. 

6.  Copies  of  sundry  tetters,  of  dates  from  the 
18th  of  June  to  the  24th  (rf*  September,  17^  in- 
olosivcly,  between  O.  Morris  and  W.  Short,  Eaqs., 
having  relation  to  the  above  subjects. 

The  general  power  from  the  Preodeal  to  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Tnasmy,  of  tbe  28di  of  Awiut, 
1790,uidtbecommuiiiea(ioDsfrom  William  Snort, 
Baq.,  who  has  been  the  only  CommiMioDer,  would, 
it  ii  presumed,  iotvt  folfilfed  the  tetms  of  the  r»- 
solutUHi  of  the  SenMe  of  the  33d  c^  lax  month, 
and  are  nansmitled,  ^ariuaiK  to  the  reqaest  con- 
tained in  that  resdvlKHi. 

Bat  the  Pteiident  has  been  pleased  to  direct  the 
tnatsmiKsion  of  the  other  documents  also,  in  tbe 
supposition  that  the^  will  serve  to  throw  light 
Upon  tbe  general  Bubject  of  that  resolution. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  hmTe  the  honor  to  be, 
or,  roars,  Ax., 

ALBXANDER  HAMILTON. 
8ea^»iy  of  the  TVewury. 

The  Vice  PReeteBNT  ef  lAe 

,  UhUgtt  StatMoKd  Pratdent  efthe  Senate. 

[Note.— Of  the  paoeis  referred  to  in  this  Re- 
port, none  are  now  to  be  found,  eicept  those  pub- 
lished with  the  Secretary's  second  Report,  of  the 
13th  February,  1793.] 


LOANS. 


Treasury  Depastheht,  Fdtniary  13, 1793. 

Sib  :  The  next  most  important  article  of  inqui- 
ry involved  in  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Re- 
piesentatiTeB  of  the  tweiltj>AiTd  of  Jaaoary  last, 
and  in  tbe  obeermtions  which  have  been  made 
respeetiiif  tbe  conduct  of  this  DepMrtmeut,  relates 
to  the  Lmids  n^otiated  under  the  acts  of  the  4tfa 
and  13th  of  August.  1790. 

The  papers  which  h«Te  been  tnuasmttted  to  tbe 
House  by  order  of  the  Presidebt,  diMloee  the  f<i^ 
lowius  pBrtiealar» — 

I.  That  the  immediate  saperintendence  of  the 
business  al  the  Lmns  was  confided  to  the  Depu^- 
ment  of  the  Treasury,  being  naturally  connected 
with  it.  This  trust,  besides  (he  original  instrac- 
tloiw  for  regulating  the  execntion  of  it.  which  have 
been  eommtuiioated,  was  of  course  subject  to  sUch 
directions  from  lime  to  lime,  aa  the  President 
should  ihinb  fit  lo  give,  or  as  occasion  should  re- 
qme.  A  considerab^  latitude  of  discretion,  never- 
toeless,  frOBi  the  very  uatnre  of  the  case,  attended 
it ;  M  as  justly  to  leave  on  the  head  of  this  De- 
partment a  complete  responKaitility  in  all  inatMieas, 
where  speeiat  eiceptions  do  not  a|^>ear. 

II.  TMt  the  first  Loan  which  wu  obtained. 
was  undertaken  and  completed  by  the  agency  of 
WillMm  and  Jan  WUlink,  and  Nicholas  and  Jacob 
Tu  Staphorat,  and  HuUxird,  who,  both  under  the 
f»nii«r  and  present  OoTemment,  have  been  and 
are  the  bauers  of  the  United  Slates  at  Aratter- 
dam. 

in.  That  with  the  single  exception  of  the  first 
Loan,  William  Short,  Esq.,  Am  Cbargi  des  Af- 
faires at  the  Court  of  France,  now  nsident  Minis- 
tei  at  the  Hague,  was  constituted  the  sde  aguni 
of  this  Depamneni,  for  eanyittg  into  effect  Ae 
fowen  ooDoded  to  it ;  with  this  Ratification  oaly, 
thw  if  any  negmialiott  with  a  Prince  or  State,  to 
whom  any  pan  of  the  Debt  to  be  disohargod  by 
the  Loaaa,  ww  due^  should  be  reyiisite^  the  game 


was  to  be  carried  on  thronkh  the  petittn  wbo  ia 
capacity  of  Minister,  ChMgcdes  Auirea,  or 


trotker- 


ted  States,  whk 
such  Prince  or  State. 

IV.  That  all  payments,  which  have  been  madt 
oat  of  tbe  proceeds  of  the  Loans,  haTe  been  madt 
by  the  imoaetUaie  and  speeitJ  ordra  of  fiSr.  Short 
except  those,  upon  the  Dills  of  Ihe 
the  moneys  drawn  lo  this  country, 
the  moneV-lendeis  in  Holland;  wiuck  were  iBade 
in  oourse  nr  our  bankers,  at  the  perioda  tfceiy  m- 
Epeotivelv  Mcame  due.  l%is  «maequcsidy  oo- 
braoesall  thep>yinents  toFtmnce;  AeTirylaM 
of  which,  thoogfa  agreed  forby  Mr.UorTiB,t>c«> 
sequence  of  his  haviag  been  ttapiojed  for  a  wpmd 
pwpose  by  Mr.  ^tort,  was  dm,  R»d  conld  mt,  it 
completed,  but  by  the  same  iHinediaDe  aodl  spend 
direction  of  Mr.  Short. 

it  moteerer  autews,  from  tke  same  pajten,  aid 
more  fully  fiom  tne  correspondence  ai  Ivgt^  m* 
beftire  the  Semce,  that  eaeept  in  die  j«rQeid*t 
iuetaRce  wbicb  has  beta  nut  stated,  with  rcgHd 
to  Mr.  Morris,  dteie  has  been  no  odier  agnney  is 
Ac  whole  bMuness,  than  thatof  Mr.  Sk(]n,attdrf 
tke  bankers  at  Amsterdam  aikl  Aatwcipi,  iiksa 
he  necessarily  employed  as  instmraenta  id  tke  at- 
godatioas  widi  the  moneylenders,  and  ia  tke  it- 
ceipt  and  ditbursetnent  of  the  moneys  bortowad. 


These,  asalready  mentioned,  were,  al , 

[he  two  houses  of  Wilbem  and  Jaa  Willink,  and 
of  Nicholas  and  Jae^  Van  Staphorst  and  Hak- 
bard }  at  Antwopj  a  Mr.  O.  De  Wotf  waa  tbe 
banker. 

It  may  itot  be  widiout  its  uses  to  add,  that  the 
moneys  proceeding  from  tbe  Loan*,  have  eooKaat- 
ly  remained  in  the  hands  d' the  reepectiTcbanketi^ 
till  they  have  been  paid  over  to  tke  ereditan; 


namely,  the  French  treasury,  or  tkeir  baaket&  ik* 
money-lenders  or  their  repteaenlaiive%  tke  hoJifcaa 
of  the  bills  drawn  from  this  ooiantry  br  the  Tf«»> 


Neither  Mr.  Short  nor  Mr.  Uoi 
ever  had  possession  of  a  single  guilder.  Tke  lattccj 
indeed,  has  nerereven  had  power  orei  one,  taut  ft 
iaa  merely  a  sum  of  105,000  guilders,  by  wtian  <t 
mme,  dated  the  )3th  Sept4unber  last,  placed  at  his 
disposal  for  paying  at  Paris,  aocordtng  to  stipula- 
tion, the  interest  on  the  Debt  due  to  foreigii  (A- 
ccra.  The  fact  is,  and  it  is  so  demonstrated  by 
the  correspondenae  already  referred  to,  tbat  I  never 
wrote  a  line  lo  Mr.  Morris  on  the  subject  of  ike 
Loan*  or  their  proceeds,  but  in  refercaee  la  tke 
case  just  mentioned  of  the  interest  pa^bla  a 
foreign  officers,  in  respect  to  which,  local  stlnatioB 
governed. 

One  more  cincnmslanoe  only  is  nedeasaiy  ta  bt 
noticed  in  this  place,  with  a  view  to  the  ^eida- 
lion  inieoded.  It  is  this :  ikat  the  last  [lajiiaai, 
though  originating  prior  to  the  ehaace  ia  tue  poli- 
tick poution  of  Franee  at  tbe  16th  oT  Aagiu*  M, 
not  having  been  coasnBnnaled  andl  tke  6lb  of 
S^eiaber  to\iovimg,  Ml  of  ooane  nader  tke  di»> 
poaitiDB  of  thesa  thm  m  poasesaioit  of  tbe  ptmu 
of  the  uaiimi. 

It  eoald  not  bnt  have  been  nae^s 
that  exoaptioa  shoaid  ke  takea  to  tka  it 
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jBwde  by  me  on  tke  subject  of  Foieign  Lobbci,  fgt 
the  omusiou  of  details  wfaich  Idid  not  at  that  tune, 
aod  do  not  yeU  conceive,  to  have  been  called  for, 
.by  the  tenQ2  of  the  resolutions  vpon  vhich  it  was 
founded.  The  request  addressed  to  the  President, 
by  those  resotution^  was,  that  he  would  c»use  to 
he  laid  befoie  the  House  a  larticular  account  of 
the  sums  hortowed  under  hi*  authority  by  the 
United  States,  the  leans  on  which  uoh  Loan  «aa 
(plained,  the  s^ications  which  had  been  made 
of  the  men^s,  agieetbly  to  appropriation*,  the 
bdaacea,  if  aa.y,  wnich  remiinM  uni^iplied,  speci- 
tviag  also,  at  vhat  times  inteieat  conunenced  on 
tae  several  sums  obtaiiwd,  and  at  what  times  it 
vas  sUM^d  by  the  tevenl  paypieats  made.  It  was 
not  naturid  to  inumine  that  these  expressions  were 
designed  to  comprehend  a  specification  of  tba'pre- 
(:iee  authorities,  uitder  which  the  Loans  wue  m- 
eoti&ted,  of  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom 
they  were  negatiated,  of  the  particuiai  rdaoe  or 
^acea,  where  Ute  biJanoe  i)aexpen4ed  of  tlte  sums 
H^  bad  been  drawn  for  to  the  United  Statas, 
,weie  deposited.  SlUl  leu  Juuutal  was  it  for  me  to 
anticipate  aotmwet,  which  coohi  give  m  such  par-' 
tionlars  the  iihadow  of  importance.  But  as  ani- 
madve):sions  have  alteadea  the  omiseiaa  of  those 
details,  I  ought  to  regard  it  as  an  aJmoaitian  (o 
mB,  to  be  more  full  iu>d  precise  in  my  piiesent 
eotamuaicatiani  a  motive  which  co-ooeraies  with 

■  1,(0  throw  aU         '^ 

lahject.. 


.o  be  notioeS  and  exidain/ed,  after  the  particulars 
that  have  twea  coi«muaic«ted,  is  this:  tW  all  ttte 
LoaJM  which,  have  been  hitherto  <^>laijied,  have 
been  made  jaadv  iheuithoriiy  of  both  Acts,  wilh- 
outparticaiar  J^ercace  to  either. 

I'm  idaa  originallv  snterlained,  was  to  conduct 
them  on  a  different  pUu,  founding  each  Loan  upcui 
one  or  iheother  of  the  act?,  as  will  be  seen  by  my 
iMtfiT  of  the  2S>h  of  August,  1790,  to  our  baokera 
at  AiMterdam ;  at  the  same,  time,  tb«t  it  wiJl  a^ 
peu,  from  the  »ate  kttet,  that  the  separatioin  did 
lOot appear  to  meamatter  of  coiueqneBo«,«tid  that 
1  anticipated  the  pouibility  of  a  difficulty  in  ad- 
hering to  it  in  the  panCtcular  case.  That  difficuity, 
proTM  in  the  (qanioQ  of  the  bankets,  to  benf  wiffi- 
cieal  monwni  tnjtendei  the,  arrangement  oontem- 
plated,  tuder  the  eircamatancce  ol  the  Gaae,,«nad-' 
vi»Ue,  as  they  iafocm  lae  in  their  aiwwei  to  tif/a 
abovementionM  tetter. 

Bnt  piior  to  the  receipt  of  that  answer,  further 
Anqairy  and  r«Aeclioa  had  determined  me  (o 
abandon  my  original  ide«,  as  likely  to  produce 
embariMamcat  and  inconvenience,  both  in  tha  ae- 

Stiation.of  the  Loans,  iwd  in  the  a^lication  of 
eir  proceeds.  It  was  aocordingly  eoncluded  to 
let  the  Loa«s  proofed  indiscriminately,  npim.both 
acts. 

These  Loans  wwe^to  have  reference  to  two 
MirpoaMi  fir^  ^^  reimhwKcoent  ot  the  Foreigii 
Debt ;  second,  the  purcha«e  af  the  Dotowtjc  Owt 
at  its  market  ftict. 

There  were  weighty  reasons  for  carrying  on 
both  these  onratioBSGOikcurTeatly.  Theamanto 
Ftawejttd  Decna  canwdaraUe  time.aoouwnlat' 


iug.  It  was  in  every  sbok  pr^xir  that  a  rnn- 
bursement  of  them  should  begin  without  dehw. 
and  desirable  for  obvious  reasons,  that  it  shouta 
go  on  without  any  very  considerable  cbuou  or 
— -iimissioDS.  Tnis  manner  of  proceediu;  could 
but  have  the  direst  chance  of  being  Iheqiopt 
satisfactory  and  coaventeat  to  France;  uiUms,  in- 
deed, the  busMiesG  were  to  have  proceeded  vpon 
the  prioc^le  of  an  entire  postponement  of  the  clo- 
■"esiic  object,  to  that  of  th^  reuab)us«)xwU. 

But  very  cogent  reasons  rendered  this  course 
_jt  the  most  elieible-  The  early  coaunenccment 
of  purchases  pfute  Debt  wasamat^of  real  and 
great  imttoxtance. 

It  was  important  jn  two  relaticvs ;  as  it  regarded 
the  advantages  to  the  Qovernment,  fromiweain- 
ing  a  portion  of  the  Debt  at  low  prices; and  still 
more,  «s  it  renrded  the  saviitfi  to  the  countcy 
from  raising  the  price  of  stock  on  foreign  pur- 
chasers -J  the  beneficial  influence  upon  the  credu.pf 
the  natiop  abroad  and  at  home,  to  be  sxpecl^d 
from  a  iquick  awreciatioa  of  the  public  ebliffltitw  i 
the  benefit  to  the  public  creditors  in g^neuj,  and 
to  the  most  mariioauu  classes  of  tton  in  parti- 
cular, which  would  result  from  the  same  eauas; 
all  wnich  objects  were  suggested  from  the  Treasu- 

... ''vestotheprorisimireHWCtingpuroheGe*, 

id^tly  coQt^tp)a(ed  m  the  preamble 

of  the  act  which  makes  that  provision- 
exclusive  of  the  other  advantagas  which  have 
been  cited,  and  which  are  of  a  nature  truly  pw 
ci^us  and  important,  that  of  preventing  foretgaers 
&om  acquiiiog  the  property  uf  our  citizens  at  a 
great  uuner- value,  is  tooobviwtisnot  tobe  eatiioM- 
ed^asit  ought  to  be,  at  first  tight.  It  cannot  re- 
anue^  argmoeot  to  show  hew  gieal  an  evil  it  mas, 
that  foreigners  should  be  aU,o  to  acquire  with  nine 
or  ten,  that  for  which  the  country  would  ^imaie- 
ly  have  to  pay  them  twmty,  jrith  full  iateref t  in 
the  inteual;  nor  how  much  it  mariled  the  attfp- 
lion  of  the  G^anunent  to  fireveat  or  l«paeB  ao 
serious  an  evil. 

But  the  influence  which  the  yurshasiee  by  the 
Qovecamwt  may  have  had  apon  this  event  may 
not  be  eqqally  oovioos.  It  is,  howei^,  not  dlB- 
citlt  to  be. traced.  Price  naturally, keeps  paoe  with 
competition  and  demand;  wkMayer  moreaaea  the 
latter,  i^cwsarily  tends  to  an  an^qenlationof  the 
former.  Merely  then  as  another  purchaser,  by 
adding  lo  the  conpetituw  and  domand,  the  par- 
cbases  of  the  Oovenmient  were  calcuUied  to  infla- 
enca  a  rise  df  price.  But  they  had  aaaSeat,nrare 
than  projKirtionAdfntheirextent  Imagiaaiionhas 
much  to  do  in  all  such  questions,  and  in  auaraoly 
aqy  thing  so  much  as  in  what  relates  to  pu^  funds. 
Bxpatioice  pr^as,  that  >>  ■■  Iwo  ewmd  with 
tiefihrt.  Tfaeapfearanceof  theGoreis- 

^-.  pwehaaff  has  notfailed  to  excite  the 

expectation  of '»  greater  demasd  than  wa*  leaL 
because  theextewof  the  resouroeatobe  i^aiidoycd 

__-_i..  V an4wa«.unknown;whioh,hy 

,      ^  of  thppe  whowaaJtedWW. 

lest  the  price,  should  rise  nidd«nly  and  ooiwideif- 
Uy  upon  them,  and  by  encouragjng  those  who 
wanted  to  seU,  under  the  hope  of  a  better  paoe,  to 
hoU  hack  the,  c«nmo4Ur,  has  in  both  wnys-seae- 
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■pring  to  ti 
loanded  ot 


nlly  contributed  to  gire  a 
Priecf  once  rabed,  when 


E'ren  them,  are  for  tiie  most  pan  in- 
^rangthem  up.  AndcTerynev  im- 
poke,  whicb  iney  receire,  serrea  to  carry  tbem 
tamdly  to  their  just  lerd. 

Thow  who  hare  been  moat  attratire  ._  .__ 
(qieratkm  oT  the  pnblie  purchase*,  will  hsTe  the 
Irast  doobt  that  tbey  had  a  material  agency  in 
,  Mcderatiiig  the  appreciation  of  the  public  stock. , 

An  inquiry  natntaHy  aiitcf  here.  Were  the 
moM-yi  which  were  drawn  from  Europe  on  ac- 
count or  the  Forei^  Loans,  the  inttnunent  of  the 
purchases,  to  which  these  beneficial  effects  are 
ascribed  T 

I  answer,  that  these  porchaset  are  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  instmmentality  of  that  Aind;  that  had 
it  Bol  been  for  this  resource  they  could  not  have 
boM  made  at  the  early  perioda  when  moat  of 
dwm  wne  made.  The  course  of  the  transaction 
will  be  Ailly,  and  with  more  propriety,  explained 
In  anodwr  place. 


An  attention  to  both  objects— to  the  reimburse- 
BCBUioFtanGe,andtotbepatehaaesof  the  Debt, 
reitdered  expedient  a  nibdinsion,  eren  of  the  fint 
Loan.  Considerations  of  the  moment  seconded 
those  of  a  general  nattue,  to  induce  an  immediate 
iwyment  to  that  country.  The  Loan  had  been 
undertaken  withoat  previous  an  thorily  from  hence, 
with  a  Tiew  to  such  payment.  This  was  known, 
and  a  eorrcspondenl  einectation  excited.  The 
immediate  aiiuation  of  the  French  finances  ren- 
dered a  payment  at  the  j«rticular  juncture  more 
than  oruioarily  iniereiting.  '  In  such  a  state  of 
things,  there  could  be  no  hesitation  about  applying 
a  lai^  part  of  the  Loan  to  that  object.  Another 
part  of  ii  was,  of  necessity  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  sums  that  were  tailing  due  on  the  Dutch 
Loans.  And  it  is  prentraedtlut  the  reasons  which 
hare  been  assigned,  will  appear  to  have  been  suf- 
ficiently  powerful  to  have  dictated  the  drawtngof 
a  pan  of  it  to  the  Uoiied  States. 

Accordingly,  a  million  and  a  half  of  the  three 
millioRs  borrowed,  were  appropriated  to  France, 
something  more  than  eight  hundred  thousand 
guilders  were  drawn  for  here,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  Loan  wm  left  to  be  disbursed  in  Holland. 

It  shall  D«t  be  concealed,  though  I  am  aware 
that  the  acknowledgment  may  be  a  subject  of  eri- 
tieism,  that  the  conduct  wbich  was  pursued.  boiJi 
with  regard  to  this  and  to  the  succeeding  Loan, 
was  m  some  degree  infiaencedbya  eolUteralcon- 
sidention.  The  Qoremment  had  but  just  admt- 
edajdan  for  therestorationofpnbliccredtt.  I'he 
penodioal  payment  of  interest  was  to  commence 
on  the  1st  of  April,  1741.  A  consideraUe  part  of 
the  revenue,  out  of  which  the  moneys  were  to 
arise,  was  only  to  begin  to  accrue  on  the  first  of 
J^nury  preceding.  This  rcTenoe  was  liable  to 
credits  of  four,  six,  and  twelve  months. 

How  ftr  its  eventual  product  would  answer  ex- 
pectation— how  far  the  puncioality  of  payments 
eould  be  relied  upon — were  points  unascertained, 
and  which  icquired  to  their  ascertainment  much 
more  experience  than  hkd  been  Obtained.   In  such 


only  natural  bat  n 
if  the  Finances  to  doabi; 
and  doubting,  it  was  his  duty  to  call  to  the  aid  of 
the  Public  Credit  every  auxiliary  whieh  it  was  ii 
his  power  to  command.    He  was  bound  to  reflect, 


fiitaj  to  the  dawniu[  credit  of  the  cotmtry — to  the 
reputation  of  the  Qovemmeni — just  becmiiiiigto 
rise.  That  a  wound  inBieted  upon  either,  at  m 
early  a  stage,  under  all  the  eireumstancea  of  of- 
position  to  the  Constitation,  which  had  listed  n 
the  eommiuily,  would  have  been  detfij  felt,  and 
might  either  not  have  admitted  of  a  cure  at  afi, 
or  not  till  after  a  lenrth  of  time,  and  u  aeiiea  el 
mischiefs;  that  it  could  not  but  bean  imporlaet 
service  rendered  to  the  country  to  ward  off  as 
great  a  misfortune  by  the  lempmry  use  of  any 
extraordinary  resource,  which  might  be  at  ^*mi, 
till  time  was  given  for  more  effectual  prorinoB. 

If,  in  the  course  of  such  reflections,  a  doubt  b^ 
occurred  about  the  strict  r^nlarily  of  what  was 
eontem^ted  as  a  possible  resort,  «  mind  mA- 
ciently  alive  to  the  public  interest,  and  ■oficicBilT 
firm  m  the  pursuit  of  it,  woaM  have  diiiDisaea 
that  doubt  as  an  obstacle,  su^ested  by  ■  posilaBi- 
mons  caution,  to  the  exercise  of  those  hi^er  mo- 
tives, which  ought  ever  to  govern  a  man  invested 
with  a  great  ptiblie  trust.  U  would  have  oecorted 
diat  tk«e  was  reasonable  ground  to  rely  that  the 
Mcessity  of  the  ease,  and  the  magnitude  of  ike 
occasion,  would  insure  a  justification;  and  (bat 
if  the  contrary  should  happen,  there  remained  sou 
the  consolation  of  having  sacrificed  personal  ia- 
teresl  and  tranquility,  no  matter  to  what  eitcat, 
to  an  important  tmuic  interest;  and  of  havi^ 
avoided  the  humiliation  which  would  have  bees 
justly  due  to  an  opposite  and  to  a  feeble  coadoet 
The  disposition  which  was  resolved  upon,  with 
regard  to  the  first  Loan,  invtrfred,  necessarily,  a 
decision  of  the  point,  that  the  Loans  might  be 
placed  on  the  joint  foundation  of  both  acts.  That 
Loan  having  oeen  undertaken,  as  already  men- 
tioned, without  previous  audtorily,  and  conse- 
quently without  a  particular  eye  to  either  act,  it 
was  probable  that  it  would  be  fmind  too  late  to 
make  an  apportionment  of  me  pari  of  the  mm 
borrowed  to  one  act,  of  another  port  to  the  other 
act.  In  that  ease,  tne  distributive  aj^icatioD  tk 
the  fund  to  the  different  objects  was  to  be  reUn- 
quished,  or  the  possibility  was  to  be  admitted,  of 
tne  Loon  being  \eh  to  stand  upon  the  authority  at 
both  Bets.  The  same  disposition  of  the  first  Loon 
wilt  also  iltustrste  the  coDvenience  and  expediea- 
cv  of  the  plan  which  was  finally  adopted ;  tbat  is, 
M  placing  the  Loans  on  the  boats  of  both  acts. 

The  i(Ma  of  a  concurrent  execution  of  both  tbe 
objects  to  which  the  Loans  were  destined,  coidd 
not  conveniently  have  been  pursued  upon  thepUa 
of  a  separation  of  the  Loans ;  which,  to  be  effectti- 
aL  would  include  the  strict  application  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  each  to  the  purposes  of  the  particular  act 
upon  which  it  was  iounded. 

Amsterdam  was  naturally  looked  to,  as  the  great 
scene  of  the  intended  Louts.  There,  as  everyvrhere 
else,  thne  is  but  a  certain  quantity  of  money  fioat- 
'-~  in  the  market,  from  time  to  time,  beyond  iiu 


v.^,. 


iisi 


necessary  demands  of  trade  sod  industry,  seeking 
for  employment  tnLoaas.  Thu  quantity,  ctf  coarse:, 
varies  at  different  periods,  from  a  rariety  of  causes. 
CM' the  qnantity  at  any  time  afloat,  but  a  certain 
proportion  can  be  commanded  b)[  any  one-borrow- 
ing Power,  owing  to  the  competition  of  other  bor- 
rowers, who  have  each  their  connexions,  Ihroogh 
their  bankers,  with  different  sets  of  midertakerB. 
Nor  is  it  always  that  considerable  Loans  can  be 
had  at  any  rate.  There  are  certain  seasons  only 
when  diey  are  practicable. 

To  have  broi^^ht  two  Lotns  upon  the  market  at 
one  lime,  as  an  opportunity  of  Iwrrowing  offered, 
trfaich  must  have  been  the  case,  in  order  to  make 
concurrent  proTiuon  for  both  the  objects  in  ques- 
tion, if  the  principle  of  a  separation  of  the  Loans 
had  been  adopted,  would  hare  been  to  exhibit  to 
the  money-lenders  a  very  nnusual  appearance. 
With  men  known  to  be  much  influenced  by  {de- 
cedent and  habit,  such  an  appearance  could  not 
hare  failed  to  prove  a  source  of  speeolation  and 
conjecture;  ana  mi^l  have  led  lo  a  confused  idea 
that  the  wants  of  the  United  States  were  exi 
iTe ;  a  supposition  by  no  means  calcuhited  to  pro- 
mote their  credit.  It  would,  moreover,  haTe  been 
a  departure  from  that  simplicity  of  procedure 
whicn,  where  numbers  are  concerned  is  always 
tjf  moment  to  a  right  conception  of  the  bnsiness 
to  be  accomplished,  and  ought  not  to  be  abandon- 
edjbut  for  reaioiu  of  real  utility  and  weight. 

To  haTe  instituted  the  Loans  soccessiTetf, found- 
ing each  upon  one  or  the  other  of  the  acts,  would 
have  had  a  tendency  to  occasion  longer  internals  be* 
'  tween  the  payments  to  France  than  was  desiraUe. 
The  intervention  of  a  Loan  for  the  purpose  of  par- 
chases  would  have  created^ of  course,  a  very  consi- 
derablechasm.  Itmaybeobjec(ed,that  such  chasms 
did  happen  on  the  plan  which  was  pursued.  This  is 
tnie  in  two  instanceii,  but  the  most  material  of  the 
two  proceeded  from  casualties  foreign  to  the  plan 
itself,  which  are  detailed  in  the  correspondence 
iDore  than  once  alluded  to. 

It  is  possible,  too,  that  a  separation  of  the  Loans 
might  have  rendered  it  less  easy  to  take  advan- 
tage of  a  state  of  the  market,  nvorable  to  their 
extension  at  a  particular  juncture.  The  Loan  to 
be  brought  on  the  market  might  relate  to  the  pur- 
chase or  the  Debt.  The  moment  might  be  faror- 
alile  to  a  more  considerable  Loan  than  was  within 
the  limits  prescribed  for  that  object,  and  the  op- 
portunity might  slip  before  a  second  could  be  in- 
Etitnled.  In  this  business  moments  are  ofYen  of 
:  importance,  and  are  lo  be  embraced  with  prompt- 
itude and  dexterity. 

Thus  it  appears  that,  in  different  ways,  the  ne- 
gotiation of  the  Loans  might  iiave  betm  embar- 
rassed by  their  separation. 

But  the  most  obriou^  if  not  the  most  serious  of 
the  inconveniences  which  would  have  attended  it, 
respects  the  application  of  the  sums  borrowed. 
This  could  not  then  have  been  moulded,  as  the 
interest  or  policy  of  the  GoTernmcnt  might  dic- 
tate. A  Loan  for  the  purchase  of  the  Debt  might 
have  been  made  under  prospects  promising  a 
naiy  and  beneficial  investment  of  itj  but,  before 
the  mveslment  was  made,a  change  of  the  market  I 


might  render  it  ineligiUe — involving  thesltema- 
tive,  either  of  a  disatTvantageons  investment,  or  of 
leaving,  perhaps,  a  larse  sum  of  money  a  long 
time  unemployed.  Such  a  state  of  things  might 
have  produced  to  the  banks  an  advantage,  and  to 
the  CJovemment  a  toss  of  magnitude,  si&ci< 


had  been  sacrificed  to  the  profit  of  those  institu- 
tions. The  contrary  course  has  essentiailv  avoided 
that  evil;  which,  m  this  and  in  other  mstances, 
would  have  been  incident,  in  a  far  greater  degree, 
to  the  modes  of  proceeding,  contrasted  with  uose 
diat  have  been  parsned,  than  has  in  reality  atteitd- 
ed  them. 

Or  political  considerations  mijghthave  rendered 
it  adfisable  to  transfer  the  application  of  the  f^d 
from  one  object  to  the  other. 

Of  this,  the  case  of  St.  Domingo  presents  an 
example.    It  might  have  happened  on  the  plan 

~' Kte  Loans,  that  there  was  no  fund  in  hand 

u»^  ivi  the  purchase  of  the  Debt.    Then,  on  the 

Cici^e  of  that  plan,  there  would  have  been  no 
d  in  the  disposition  of  the  Execative,  apfdica- 
ble  to  the  other  object,  which  would  have  embar- 
rassed the  performance  of  a  duty  towards  a  fHend- 
ly  Power,  and  in  a  way  which  included  tjie  posi- 
'  ve  advantage  to  the  eonntrif  of  paying  directly 

part  of  its  Foreign  Debt,  in  its  own  productions. 

Such  were  the  embarrassments  avoided,  and 
such  the  conveniences  secured,  by  the  plan  of 
making  the  Loans  indiscriminately,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  both  acts. 

In  the  oppoaite  plan,  I  can  diacem  no  comttet- 
balancing  advantage  nor  convenience. 

Consequently,  if  both  are  equally  legal,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  iriuch  of  them  ougbt  to  have 
been  preferred. 

If  there  be  any  want  of  legality  in  the  ^an 

hich  has  been  pursued,  I  wns  not  at  the  time, 

id  am  not  yet,  sensible  of  it. 

of'^no  rule  which  renders  it  illegal  in  an 


anient,  having  from  the  same  principal  two  autho- 
rities to  borrow  money,  whether  for  one  or  differ- 
""'  purposes,  to  unite  the  Loans  he  may  make 
a  the  foundation  of  both  authorities,  provided 
terms  of  them  be  consistent  with  botn  or  either 
of  his  commissions.  If  the  purposes  are  different, 
it  will  be  incumbeiit  upon  him  to  take  care  that 
the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed  makes  the 

f>roper  separation,  and,  dom^  this,  he  will  have 
ulnlled  his  trust.    To  test  this  position,  it  seems 
onlv  necessary  to  ask,  whether  the  principal,  in 
BUcn  case,  would  not  be  f\iUy  bound  to  the  lenders  t 
In  reflecting  originally  upon  the  regularity  of 
the  proceeding  meditated,  there  was  but  one  source 
'le  difference  in  the  funds  u^n 
I  were  to  rest.    Bat  the  foUowmg 
reasoning  satisfied  the  scruple:  The  pledging  oT 

Prticnlar  funds  is  for  the  security  of  the  lenders. 
they  are  willing  to  waive  the  special  security  by 


lending  on  the  eeueral  credit  of  the  Government,  or 
to  dispense  with  the  preference  of  one  fund  to  an- 
other, where  two  are  pledged,bylending  indiscrimi- 
nately  on  the  credit  of  both,  ue  one  or  the  other 
circamstance  must  be  alike  indifferent  to  the  Oo- 
vemmeni.    The  authority  will  have  been  well 
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execal^  to  the  ezieoi  necessary  for  pablic  pur- 
poses, and  ifany  thing  remains  unexecuted,  it  will 
be  in  enlargement,  not  in  abridgment  of  the  pub- 
lic rights.  It  is,  however,  presumed  that  the  prac- 
tical construction  in  the  Resent  casn  will  be,  that 
the  two  funds  pledged  will  constitute  an  aggre- 
gate for  the  joint  security  of  the  moneys  borrowed 
upon  both  acts. 

The  second  general  circumstance  respecting  the 
Foieisn  Loanii  n^otiated  under  the  acts  of  the  4th 
and  12th  of  August,  which  requiiea  attention,  re- 
lates to  the  terais  on  which  thev  have  been  ob- 
tained.   These,  it  appears,  have  been  represented 


_„  neither  honorable  nor  advBniaeeot__. 

The  following  facts,  witnessed  by  the  oqne- 
spondence  before  the  Senate,  more  tnan  once  re- 
ferred to,  and  well  known  to  all  who  have  had  op- 
portonities  of  jnfonnation;  demonstrate  that  the 
terras  of  those  L<»n£  have  been  both  honorable 
and  advantageous: 

1.  There  is  not  qne  of  thein,  which  originated 
under  the  acts,  that  was  not  effected  upon  condi- 
tions equally  favorable  with  those  attending  the 
Loans'  of  the  cotemporary  borrowing  Powers  of 
the  most  tried  resources  and  best-established  cre- 
dit, and  more  favorable  than  were  obtained  by 
some  Powers  of  great  ie^>eclability. 

2.  The  UnitedStales  took  a  lead  in  the  market 
in  regard  to  the  subsei^uent  reductions  of  interest, 
havinf  had  either  earlier  or  more  complete  suc- 
cess tnfui  any  other  borrowing  Power. 

3.  From  a  rate  of  five  per  coit.  interest  and 
four-afld-a-half  per  cent,  charges  which  msr^e4 
the  level  of  the  market  when  they  began  thcdt 
Loans,  they,  in  the  course  of  a  single  year,  brought 
down  the  terms  to  four  per  cent,  interest  and  five 
percent,  charts;  that  is,  from  an  interest  on  the 
Belt  sum  received  (including  an  indemnification 
for  charges)  of  5.5012,  aomethiing  more  than  £ve- 
and4-half  per  cent.,  to  an  interest  on  the  like  sun) 
of  4.A9S1,  something  Less  than  four-ajid-s-ha^  pet 
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remment  only  in  the  third  yepr  of  its  ezistenccL 
and  to  a  country  which  had  so  recently  emerged 
from  a  total  derangement  of  its  finances,  it  would 
^em  impossible  to  deny  that  the  issue  is  not  only 
hoDorabte  but  flattering ;  unless,  indeed,  it  can  he 
denied  that  a  sound  and  vigorous  state  uf  credit  it 
honorable  to  a  nation. 

I  forbear  a  comparison  between  theLoansof  the 
present  and  of  the  fonner  Qovemment  of  this 
country,  because  an  immense  disparity  of  circum- 
■tances  would  render  it  an  improper  one,  further 
than  to  take  notice  of  a  very  great  error  which 
has  been  upon  some  occasions  advanced.  It  bat 
been  alleged,  to  disparage  the  management  under 
the  present,  that  the  Loans  of  the  former  Govern- 
ment, in  a  lituation  comparatively  very  disadvan- 
tageous, have  been  effected  upon  equal  terms ; 
aoa  in  proof  of  this  an  appeal  has  been  made  to 
the  Loan  of  2,000  000  of  guilder^  at  four  per  cent- 
which  is  that  of  the  9th  March,  1784. 

Nothing  can  manifest  more  clearly  than  this 
the  very  precipitate  and  superficial  views  with 
which  luggestions  on  important  puUic  subjects 


I  sometimes  made.  The  last  four  per  eeal. 
«o  obtained  under  the  existing  lawa,  iDcludiBf 
charges,  is  a  real  four-and-a-half  per  cent.  Loan, 
or,  more  exactly,  a  4.4951  per  cent.  Loan.  The 
four  per  cent.  Loan  of  March,  1784,  is  a  real  6.6466 
per  cent.  Loan.  The  difference^  which  exceeds 
two  per  cent.,  arises  principally  from  extra  pre- 
oiums  and  gratifications  which  were  allowed 
ipon  this  poan,  and  which  are  unknown  to  tke 
other. 

Much  praise  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  exeniosi 
which  efleated  the  Loqns  under  the  former  Go- 
yernment.  A  superiority  of  merit  shall  readily 
be  conceded  to  them,  from  the  circumstances  ut- 
der  which  they  were  made^and  their  signal  utili^ 
in  the  Revolution.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  their 
luloeium  to  affirm  that  they  were  nuule  opa 

3u^  terms  with  those  of  the  Loans  lately  oblaiii- 
,  or  to  deny  the  goodness  of  the  terms  of  the  tot- 
ter.   Truth  will  not  justify  the  one  or  the  other. 
The  facts  which  ^ve  been  stated  prove  thai 
the  terms  of  the  Loans  are  advanta^ous  as  well 
as  hooorable.    They  are  comparatively    advan- 
tageous, because  they  are  as  moderate  as  other 
Powers  in  the  best  credit  have  allowed  ;  and  they 
absolutely  advantageous,  because  the  higbea 
1  not  nominal  rate  of  interest  which  has  beea 

fiven  does  not  exceed  5.5012,  a  fraction  more  ihn 
ve-and-a-half  per  cent^  while  the  lowest  real  rate 
is  4.4951,  a  fraction  lest  than  four-and-a-half  pei 
cent 

If  the  question  whether  advantageous  or  not  U 
tested  by  the  purposes  for  wnich  the  Lioans  ban 
been  made,  the  couclusioo  is  equally  in  their  &vix. 
The  payments  on  account  of  the  Foreign  Dabi 
were  an  indispeniiBble  obligation.  Unless  it  can 
be  sbowD  that  they  might  have  been  derived  frotn 
another  and  mo  re,  advantageous  source,  it  will  Al- 
low that  il  w^  ih^  interest  of  the  GovemmeU  to 
avail  itself  of  the  resource  which  has  been  em- 
plo^ed^  because  it  was  its  duty  to  discharge  il* 
obligations. 

It  it  sometimes  urged  that  Foreign  Loans,  ffar 
whatever  purpose,  are  pernicious,  Mcaiue  they 
serve  to  drain  the  country  of  its  specie  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest,  and  for  the  final  reimbursement 
of  principal ;  that  it  would  be  preferable,  for  that 
reason,  to  procure  Loans  at  home,  ^ven  at  a  high- 
er rate  of  interest. 

To  this,  several  answers  may  he  given,  some  of 
a  special,  others  of  a  general  nature. 

In  reference  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  Fo- 
reign Debt,  it  may  be  observed,  that,  as  a  Debt  had 
already  been  incurred  abroad,  upon  which  interat 
vras  payable,  the  oontiacting  oi  new  Loans  dieie 
for  the  reimbursement  of  that  Debt  would  Icaye 
us,  as  to  the  demand  for  the  exportation  of  ow 
specie,  just  where  we  originally  stood.  Moreover, 
if  the  money  could  have  been  borrowed  at  hone 
for  that  reimbursemant,  the  remittance  ofltwotM 
have  been  ruinous  to  the  country.  The  mere  k- 
cessity  of  remitting;  could  not  alpne  have  increaacd 
the  foreun  demand  for  our  commoditket,  so  as  to 

I  deduce  from  an  extra  exportation  of  th'ebi  the  rie- 
qnisite  means  of  paymeDi ;  and  if  our  specie  was 
to  perform  the  office,  the  country  would  spfedfly 
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b»Te  been  exbstuted  to  a  degtee  iacpoasteot 
witb  the  Eupport  of  its  commerce  and  industry. 
The  quantity  of  c(Md  in  the  United  States  has 
nevei  been  considerable  enough  for  such  on  o|>e- 
lation- 

But  due  very  state  of  things  would  hare  len- 
deied  the  procoriog  of  the  monejr  from  demeatic 
resources  impiacticabte.  These,  a  may  be  safely 
affirmed,  are  too  limited  foi  extensive  Loans  of  any 
considerahle  duree  of  perraanency. 

In  the  last  ^ace,  the  expedient  of  Domestic 
Loans  would  not  prevent  the  eviliriiich  is  desired 
to  be  pieveuced.  Foreigners  would  either  in  the 
fiisl  instance  bring  their  moneTs  to  subscribe  them 
to  the  Loans,  ai  they  would  afterwatds  putchase 
the  stock  arising  from  them,  and,  in  either  case, 
they  wonid  equiuty  draw  away  tJie  money  of  the 
country  on  account  of  theic  Interest  and  principal. 
The  only  consequence  of  giving  a  disproportion- 
ate i&te  of  int^re&t  for  Domestic  Loans  would  be 
uat  our  specie  would  be  carried  away  so  much 
the  faster. 

Elxperieacehaviug  shown  thht  uatiansaometimes 
pay  more  regard  to  ibeu  external  than  to  their  in- 
Minal  credit— this  consideration  cooperates  with 
taasons  of  coDrenience  to  induce  moaayed  men 
alnoad  to  be  coatent  with  a  lower  rate  of  interesti. 
slifolated  to  be  paid  (n  their  own  country,  than  if 
die  place  of  payment  be  in  another  country ;  task' 
ing  even  a  greater  difference  than  is  an  equivalent 
for  the  expense  and  risk  of  oblainiiu  remittaQcef. 

The  clear  infeicAce  from  Aesc  observations  is, 
that,  with  r^ard  to  th^  reimbursement  of  the  Po- 
f«i^  Debt,  no  ^ther  expedient  than  that  of  Fo- 
rest Loans  was  pieciicable  or  eligible. 

The  utility  of  iliat  port  of  th;  Loans  which  has 
Ftieieace  to  the  purchase  of  the  Debt  has  already 
been  explaiaed  in  certain  viewi.  So  fox  as  then 
■frency  ■am  been  hitheito  cmicemed  in  that  <»era- 
tiAo,  it  is  a  sufficient  demMtstration  of  the  eanui- 
taga  of  the  measure  to  state  that  the  sum  invesla^ 
in  purchases  up  to  th|e  period  of  the  last  Report  to 
CoBgteas  has  rcdeenied  what  is  equal  to  an  an- 
nuity ctf  6.15  p«r  cenL,  including  also  the  advan- 
ULge  of  siukkie  a  eapital  more  (MB  fifty  per  cent, 
greater  tbaa  the  sum  expended. 

A  valuable  profit  will  arise  from  the  investment 
of  the  sums  on  haad,  either  in  a.  pU'menl  to  the 
Bank  or  in  the  puieltaM  of  «t«ek.  Ttte  liberation 
of  an  BuBuitjF  of  six  oerc^it.  can  be  secured,  while) 
upon  a  great  part  of  the  fund  which  is  to  effect  it 
no  more  thaa  foar-«ad.a-hnlf  per  cent  is  payable, 
■nd  less  thaa  Gve-aitd-a-half  upon  the  other  part 
The.ni^ean  of  these  rates  being  Ove  per  ceBti,,an 
annual  saving  of  one  per  cent,  may  be  effected, 
•K^ah,  upon  $2,000,000,  interest  at  five  per  cent., 
la  equal  to  a  capital  or  gross  sum  of  t400,000-^an 
item  certainly  of  no  inconsiderable  consequence. 

Against  the  advantages  which  are  claimed  in 
&vor  of  the  Loan,  it  is  natural  to  place  ijie  loss 
of  interest  incident  to  the  delays  which  have  at- 
Sended  their  application  to  the  purposes  for  which 
tbey  were  oblamed.  This  leads  to  an  examina- 
tioB  of  the  caites  of  delay,  their  causes,  the  circum- 
stances, if  any,  which  counterbalance  them. 

There  ue  three  instances  of  material  delay— 
ad  Cos.— 40 


one  respecting  the  first  Loan,  another  the  secood 
Loan,  and  a  third  a  part  of  the  two  last  Loans. 

Tte  first  Loan,  it  will  be  seen,  was  not  applied 
till  a  considerable  time  afier  its  commencement* 
It  has  been  already  intimated  that  it  W3s  under- 
taken without  previous  authority  from  this  coun- 
try- The  motives  to  the  measure  are  detailed  in 
a  letter  from  our  bankers  of  the  25di  of  January, 
1790,  a  copy  ot  which  accompanies  the  commu- 
nications herewith  made  by  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent. A  regard  to  those  motives  led  to  aa  accept' 
aoce  of  (he  Loan.  Nor  could  it  have  been  deemed 
an  unfortunate  circumstance  that  such  an  auxili- 
ary CO  the  operatioos  of  the  Treaaury  had  been 
previously  prepared. 

The  laws  authorizing  the  Loans  passed  the  4tb 
and  12th  of  August.  As  early  as  the  SSthof  that 
month,  the  acceptance  above  mentioned  was  com- 
municated, and  thewaUcaum  C|f  1^,000  fLorios, 
b  a  payment  to  iPranee,  directed.  So  far,  iw 
time  was  lost,  more  than  couM  not  have  been 
avoided. 

But  the  bills  for  the  sum  to  be  biooght  bn« 
were  aol  drawn  till  some  monthe  after.  This  pro> 
ceeded  from  an  unwiUingnass  to  ri^  the  publie 
credit,  by  drawing  Wore  there  was  a  cenainty  at 
f\inds  to  answer  the  drafts.  It  was  not  impossible 
that  the  great  deby  which  had  attended  the  pas»- 
iug  of  the  law  for  borrowing  might  have  lea  the 
bankers  to  come  to  some  arrangement  with  the 
money-leaders  tor  suriendering  Uie  moaeye  paid 
in  and  terminating  the  Loan.  Independent  ofuii* 
source  of  apin^ensioa,  they  had  expressed  th«B- 
■elveS)  in  their  letter  communicating  the  step  they 
bad  taken,  to  this  effect :  "  To  spare  the  UnilM 
"  States  all  possible  advance  of  interest,  while  tba 
"money  s^U  remain  unappropriated,  we  shall 
"  issue  the  recjpisses  at  the  option  of  the  buy«n 
"  to  take  them  m  late  as  tUey  pt«ajM,  on  tht  ex- 
"  pectation  the  three  milli«)a  wouU  be  plao^  in 
"  a  few  months."  This,  dmugh  it  aimouaced  an 
txpeotacion  that  the  mboays  wouU  be  paid  in  in 
a  lew  months,  did  iiot  render  the  event  certain. 
And  as  the  bankers  appeared,  from  that  wecaik- 
tion,  ui  ha^e  advernd  lo  the  idea  of  saving  tlie 
United  States  an  advance  of  interest,  it  was  sup- 
pombte  that  they  might  have  foond  meana  stUl 
furt^r  to  procrastinate  the  payments,  or  a  con- 
siderable part  of  then^  till  tney  had  received  a 
confirmation  of  the  Loan.  This  potidy  would 
have  been  the  mere  iiataral,  as  th<^  tisked  tlw 
loss  of  interest  themselve^if  the  UaosaotiQa  should 
not  have  been  finally  ratinad. 

Under  such  circumstances,  I  thought  it  most 
prudent  to  defer  the  drafts  until  advice  was  ra- 
ceived  of  theactualprogranof  tlMLoaiu.  Theifl 
was  no  room  to  hesitate  between  the  loiaofa 
small  sum  in  interest  and  tl)e  danger  of  commit- 
ting the  public  credit  by  a  premature  operaticu. 

The  second  case  of  deUv  relates  to  the  secoad 
Loan.  It  ms  occasioned  ny  a  determination  to 
suspend  the  orders  for  its  apjilication  till  informa- 
tion was  received  of  its  having  been  contracted 
tot.  One  motive  to  this  determination  baa  been 
already  intimated,  namely,  the  yet  untried  and 
lature  state  of  our  fiscal  ariangemeaU.    The 
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geaenl  Feanoning  on  diia  head  waa  strengthened 
by  *a  occurrence  altogether  unlooked  for,  which 
diMloaed  iiKlf  on  the  23d  of  August,  1790,  cleTen 
iajB  after  the  rising  of  Congress— «n  occurrence 
which  the;  had  not  coDtemplated  in  their  pecu- 
niary dispositioiis.  I  allude  to  the  commencemeDl 
of  an  Indian  war,  which  was  announced  in  a  Let- 
ter from  OoTemor  St  Clair,  d«l«d  on  the  above- 
mentioned  day,  the  pTcq[res8iTe  extent  and  conse- 

inencea  of  wbieh  conld,  of  course,  not  be  foreseen. 
Fnder  such  circumstances,  1  judged  it  for  the  pub- 
lic interesi  and  safety  to  hold  the  resource  which 
the  prMvecl  of  a  Loan  presented  under  the  power 
trfthe  Ireasary  till  adnce  shonld  be  received  of 
the  actual  insDtatioii  ot  the  Loan,  with  intention 
then  to  dispose  of  it  as  should  appear  adrisable, 
tmder  a  better  matured  riew  of  onr  pecuniary  situ- 
ation and  prospects. 

H«ce  ue  delay  which  attended  the  api^cation 
«f  the  second  Loan ;  the  first  in  fket  that  originated 
subsequent  to  the  laws  for  borrowing.  But  after 
advice  had  been  received  of  its  having  been  set  on 
foot,  no  time  vras  lost  in  converting  ii  with  due 
despatch  to  its  proper  uses.  There  was  only,  not 
an  anticipatioo  of  its  application.  As  early  as  May 
24th^  1791,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Short  (a  copy 
rf  which  is  in  possession  of  the  House)  empower- 
ing him  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  all  fntoie  Loans,  as 
they  should  accrue,  in  payments  to  France ;  ex- 
cept as  to  such  sums  Mtherein  were,  or  afterwards 
ahould  be  prerioudy  and  speciallr  reanred.  This 
anangement  was  calcahtM]  to  ebriate  the  ineon- 
venience  of  leaving  the  proceeds  of  the  Loans,  for 
any  cimaidersMe  time,  unemployed.  At  the  period 
of  making  it,  and  not  s4Xiner,  the  puUic  prospects 
appeared  to  me  sufficiently  unfolaed,  to  render  a 
geatrti  and  pennanent  disposition  tnt  from  ha- 
lard.  TUs  instruotlon  preceded  in  due  season  at! 
the  Loans  sobeequent  to  that  of  March,  1791. 

Whatever  delay,  dterefore,  may  have  attended 
succeeding  tnv  eelmtnis  for  paying  the  French  Debt, 
is  not  attributaUe  to  this  Department.  And  I 
think  it  will  not  appear,  that  any  h»n  heen  incurred, 
in  respect  to  Ae  sums  which  were  destined  for  the 
publie  service  here>  In  judging  of  this  point  it 
will  be  proper  to  observe,  that  a  latitude  of  sis 
months,  tor  making  their  payments,  has  been  re- 
•erved  to  the  money-lenden,  Plough  with  liberty 
to  make^thetn  earlier.  It  wa^  howevA,  necessary 
for  the  Treasury  to  regulate  its  bills  according  '- 


that  the  dday  proceeded,  in  the  first  jriaee,  ftnm 
expectation  given  to  Mr.  Short,  and  kept  up  from 
time  to  time  oy  the  French  Minister  of  Marine 
that  a  plan  would  be  adopted,  to  which  a  decree 
of  the  National  Assembly  was  requisite,  few  con- 
verting a  laree  sum  into  supplies  for  St.  Domingo^ 
which  Mr.  Short  concluded  justly  must  come  out 
of  the  Foreign  Fund,  and  consequently  suspradcd 
its  application  in  Europe.  In  the  second  place, 
from  a  desire  to  settle,  previously  to  further  pay- 
ment^ a  definitive  rule,  by  which  the  moneys  pud. 
should  be  liquidated  and  credited  to  the  nnited 
Slates. 
Both  the  one  and  the  other  apftears  to  bare  be«9 

Srocrastinaled  from  period  to  period,  by  the  diaor- 
ered  state  of  French  a&irs,  and  to  have  finally 
issued  contrary  to  expectation.  It  woald  be  aa 
unnecessary  commitment  of  my  opinion  to  dcctaie, 
howbrthedelayappears  tome  to  have  been  jnsti- 
fled  by  the  causes.  But,  beLn^^  led  by  the  occasioB 
to  take  notice  of  it,  I  ihmk  it  improper  to  send  h 
abroadj  liable,  perhaps,  to  miseonetmctioa,  wi&dot 


the  possible  delay,  teat  they  shoidd  not  meet  ade- 

Suate  funds.    The  general  pc^cy  adopted  was  to 
!t  them  fall  upon  the  rear  of  each  Loan ;  this  giving 


a  freer  course  for  early  [layments  to  Prance,  and 
best  conciliating  a  certainty  of  funds  for  answer- 
ing the  bills,  vntfa  as  little  dooUe  interest  as  pos- 
it will  appear,  that  not  with  standing  the  arrange- 
ment whion  was  made,  a  considerable  time  inter- 
vened between  the  two  last  payments  to  France, 
while  there  were  ftinds  in  hand  waiting  for  em- 
rioyment.  It  may  be  expected,  that  the  causes  of 
rais  procrastination,  though  as  I  have  said  not  im- 
putable to  this  Department,  should  be  unfolded  to 
the  House.  Particnlar  circumstances,  however, 
indace  me  to  confine  myself  to  slating  genetally, 


observing  that  the  indnceiheBts  appear  to  aoe,  to 

**  —  '     n  weighty ;  Aat  the  delays  natoiwly 

of  die  circumstances,  and  tnat  I 


have  been  weighty;  Aat  the  dela] 
grew  out  of  the  circumstances,  and  t 
tirely  persuaded  of  the  goodness  ef  the  i 
which  governed.    The  correspcHidence  before  tbe 
Senate  contains  the  particulars  cS  the  transacticii. 

Having  pointed  out  die  instances  of  loaterial 
delay  which  happened,  and  the  causes  of  them,  it 
remains  to  state  what  circnmsiances  then  an  to 
counterbalance  the  loss  on  that  account 

These  cirenmstances  are  of  two  kinds. 

I.  Gain  by  exchange  in  the  sale  of  the  biUadimwB 
by  the  Treasury  and  upon  the  higher  rate  ot  inter- 
est oa  the  credits  which  were  given  for  diooe  bmi, 
dian  was  payable  on  the  ftmd  upon  iriiieh  Aey 
were  drawn. 
'  2.  Oain  by  exchange  on  the  payments  to  F^asec 

According  to  my  ealeuhUKm,  founded  on  the 
best  infbmiBtion  extant,  the  r^  parof  ibe  netak 
between  the  Dnited  States  and  Amsterdam,  make* 
a  current  jrnilder  equal  to  3fiS9-IO0  ainetiettM  of 
a  dollar.  Tbe  lowest  rate  which  has  be»obaiik«d 
for  the  bills  has  been  86  4-11  ninetietha,  widi  a* 
allowance  of  sixty  days  credit  witbom  interesL 
Making  a  deduction  for  the  interest  the  bills  were 
stiO  sold  above  the  true  par.  In  some  instances 
they  have  been  sold  as  nigh  as  forty  cents  and 
seven  mills  per  guilder,  with  interest  tor  the  whole 
term  of  the  credit  given. 

The  rateof  interest  for  Iheeredits  allowed  upon 
the  bills  was  six  per  cent.,  themean  interest  pnd 
apon  the  t\ind  five  percent  producing consequait- 


ty  a  gain  of  oi 
With  regar 


regard  to  the  payments  to  France,  if  tk« 
rate  of  exchange  between  Paris  and  Am- 
sterdam at  the  moment  of  eaeh  remittance  or  pay- 
ment were  to  govern,  a  la^e  profit  would  lesait 
to  the  United  States.  But  certain  eqoitaUe  ccB- 
siderations  will  produce  deductions,  which  wiD 
greatly  lessen  this  advantage;  yet,  making  a  liberal 
allowance  for  them,  there  is  ground  to  calculate 
that asaving  maybe  made  in  this  particular, nme 
than  sufficient  to  indemnify  for  the  loss  of  interest. 
Hence,  any  positive  advantage  which  will  hare 
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been  otherwise  ^iaed,  will  ptobablr  be  midimt- 
nished  by  that  circumstaDce. 

1  proceed,  in  ihe  next  place,  to  ilate  the  Tiows 
vhich  prevailed  respecting  tne  sums  that  hare 
been  ftam  time  to  time  drawn  for;  the  purposes 
they  have  hitherto  answered,  and  the  farther  ad- 
Tantages  to  be  expected  from  the  measure. 

The  direct  object  of  all  the  snma  drawn  for  prior 
to  July,  1792,  was  ihe  purchase  of  the  Debt.  A 
et^tetal  cmsideration,  which  operated  in  the  first 
Ktages  of  drawing,  has  abo  been  mentioned.  It 
has  like*ite  been  stated,  that  the  earl^  purchases 
of  the  Debt  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the  msinimenl- 
«lity  of  the  fund  derired  from  the  Loans.  This 
idea  shall  now  be  explained. 

Two  mistakes  appear  to  hare  influenced  the 
impressions  which  hare  been  entertained  in  rela- 
tion, directly  or  indirectly,  to  this  subject. 

lit.  It  seems  to  have  been  all  along  forgotten, 
that  a  considerable  part  of  the  duties  is  always 
ODtotanding,  on  account  of  the  credits  which  are 
ffiTen ;  whence  the  assertion,  tlial  the  Sinking 
Pond  has  continually  orerflowed  frmn  domestic 


3d.  It  seems  to  hare  been  taken  for  granted  that 
thejHOceeds  of  the  Loans  hare  remained  ap>rt, 
distutct  from  the  mass  of  the  money  in  Ihe  Trea- 
niry ;  while  in  truth  die  course  (rf  the  business 
has  been  to  torn  them  over  to  the  Treasurer  by 
warrants  as  they  have  been  received,  so  as  to  form 


have  been  the  agents  employed  for  selling  the  bills, 
somelinies  warrants  on  aeconnt  have  issued  tipon 
them,  from  the  sums  accruing  from  the  sales,  H 
other  times  the  warrants  have  been  deferred  till 
Ike  whole  prooeeds  <^  any  parcel  bave  been  re- 
ceived, and  the  accounts  or  Ae  Bank  settled  at 
dke  Treasury,  as  the  state  of  the  Treasury  has 
iMppened  to  render  the  one  or  the  other  most  con- 

Tbe  Banks  of  North  America  and  New  Tork 
were  the  agents  for  the  sale  of  all  the  bills,  which 
were  sold  prior  to  April,  1792,  amounting  to 
$1,006,536  36.  Of  this  sum  $301,391  34  were 
passed  over  to  the  Treasurer  in  1791 ;  $387,136  22 
m  March,  1792,  and  $140,000  in  June  following ; 
the  residue  having  remained  as  heretofore  stated, 
ind«poeitewith  the  Bank  of  North  America,  upon 
I  specif  consideration.  This  is  exclusive  of  cer- 
tain bills  furnished  for  the  nse  of  the  Department 
of  State,  amoanting  to  tn'8,766  67. 

The  remainder  of  the  bilU  which  hare  been  sold, 
beginning  in  -April,  1798,  were  sold  fay  the  Bank 
of  the UniledStatesand its branchesatNew York 
and  Baltim<»e.  Tbeaccountsof thesaleshad just 
been  made  out  for  settlement,  when  the  present 
inquiry  began,  but  warrants  had  not  yet  issued  for 
ptaeins  the  proceeds  in  the  Treastuj.  J(  will  be 
remarked  that,  from  the  terms  of  credit  allowed, 
they  only  began  to  be  receivable  in  October  last ; 
the  26th  day  of  which  month  the  first  return  made 
by  the  Bank  showsa  sum  of  $137,225  53  received; 
and  that  the  collection  had  not  been  completed 
when  the  accounts  of  the  sales  were  rendered. 

There  are  diffraent  views  of  tbesabject,  which 


will  enable  the  House  toj»ercetve  that  the  posses- 
sion of  the  fiind  in  question  was  necessary  to  en- 
able the  Treasury  to  furnish  the  means  of  malting 
all  the  ptirchases  which  were  made  prior  to  July, 
1792. 

It  is  true,  that  there  was  a  surplus  of  revenue  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1790,  equal  to  $1,374,666  40, 
vriiich  was  appropriated  to  purchases  of  the  Debt ; 
and  from  the  credits  then  siven  upon  the  duties, 
this  surplus  would  naturally  come  into  the  Trea- 
sury in  the  course  of  the  year  1791. 

But  the  Legislature,  foreseeing  that  the  revenue 
of  1791,  from  the  same  cause,  could  not  actually 
be  in  the  Treasury,  within  that  year,  to  face  the 
appropriation  upon  it,  (which  it  is  to  be  observed 
were  nearly  commensurate  with  the  fund,)  insert- 
ed a  clause  in  the  law,  appropriating  the  surplus 
of  1790,  to  the  purchase  of  the  Debt,  which  antbor- 
ized  a  reservation  of  so  much  of  that  surplus  as 
migbt  be  necessary  to  make  the  payments  of  in- 
terest during  179L  in  case  of  a  deficiency  in  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  the  cur- 
rent revenue  of  the  year. 

It  will  appear  to  the  House,  upm  a  recurrence 
.  the  Treasurer's  quarterly  account,  endinf  the 
30tfa  of  September,  1791,  that  the  balance  otcash 
then  on  hand  was  $662;g33  99. 

At  that  time  dtere  had  been  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, npon  warrants,  fVom  the  proceeds  of  the  hills 
drawn  upon  the  Foreign  Puna  $361,391  34.  Con- 
sequently, the  balance  of  cash,  tutd  it  not  been  for 
that  anxthary.  would  have  been  only  $300,842  65, 
considering  (be  iriiole  balance  in  the  Treasurf 
as  representing  an  equal  sum  of  the  proceeds  of  the 

Even  in  a  time  of  complete  peace,  in  a  country 
where  a  small  extent  d  moneyed  capital  forbitu 
a  reliance  upon  large  pecuniary  aids  to  be  sudden- 
ly obtained,  a  pmdeot  administrolor  of  the  finances 
coutd  not  (eel  entirety  at  ease,  with  a  less  sum  at 
all  times  in  the  certain  command  of  the  Treasury, 
than  $500,000j  for  meeting  current  demands  and 
extra  exigencies,  which,  in  the  a&iis  of  a  nation, 
are  every  moment  to  be  expected.  But  with  a 
war  actually  on  hand,  and  a  possibility  of  its  ex- 
tension to  a  more  serious  length,  he  would  be  in- 
excusable, in  leaving  himseo'  with  a  less  sum  at 
command ;  unless  from  an  impracticability  of  do- 
ing otherwise.  It  would  be  always  his  duty  to 
combine  two  considerations — the  cnance  of  extra 
calls  for  money,  and  a  possibility  of  aome  failure 
in  the  receipts  which  were  ei}>ected.  Derange- 
ments of  various  kinds  may  happen  in  the  com- 
mercial circle,  capable  of  interrupting  for  a  time 
the  punctual  course  of  payments  to  the  Treasury. 
It  is  necessary  to  a  certain  extent  to  be  prepared 
for  such  casualties. 

Bui  durW  the  year  1791,  there  was  a  circum- 
stance which  operated  as  an  additional  reason  for 
keeping  a  respectable  sum  always  on  hand.  The 
Loans  of  the  Domestic  Debt  were  gp'utg  on  till  the 
last  of  September  of  thai  year,  while  at  the  same 
time,  the  mteresi  was  in  a  course  of  payment.  It 
was,  therefore,  always  uncertain  what  sum  would 
be  payable  al  the  end  of  aquarter;  this  depending 
on  the  eagnness  or  backwnrdness  of  the  public 
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Giedttors  in  briu^iinf  forward  their  snbscripdoqs, 
OT  their  claims  as  noa-subscribers.  The  onussioas, 
at  the  end  of  a  preceding  quarter,  mi^ht  be  expect- 
ed 10  &U  on  a  subsequeat  one,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  be  prepared  lor  that  possibility;  of  course 
to  Keep  in  hand  a  larger  sum  for  contingent  de- 
mands. Thisnecessityextendedto  the  termination 
of  the  period  for  receiving  subscriptions,  becauite 
the  Treasurywaslobe  prepared  on  the  siuiposition 
that  the  whole  of  the  Domestic  Debt  nouid  then  be 
in  a  state  to  receive  interest  either,  as  subscribed  or 
unsubscribed.  But  this  did  not  in  fact  happen. 
A  part  of  the  sums  which  were  presented  were 
crowded  into  the  last  days  of  the  ^uarter,and  were 
too  late  for  a  dividend.  A  considerable  sum  re- 
mained ultimately  in  a  form  which,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  provision,  did  not  entitle  it  to  in- 
terest, either  as  subscribed  or  ma  uunbsoribed 
Debt. 

Hence  the  cash  in  the  Treasury  on  the  lit  of 
October,  1791,  was  by  a  consideraue  siun  {rsater 
than  was  to  have  been  counted  uponcr  than  might 
have  happened. 

The  conclusion  which  results  from  the  foiefgo- 
ing  obsetvations  is  this,  that  the  purchases  which 
preceded  the  1st  of  October,  1791,  and  which 
amounted  to  $699,984  33  in  sMcie.  could  not  have 
been  hazarded,  but  for  the  aiJ  of  tne  Eums  which 
had  actually  accrued  from  the  uroceeds  of  the  tnlls 
and  the  ezpectaiioo  of  those  vakh  were  toacc/ue 
from  the  yet  uncollected  proceeds  of  otber&i 

Had  it  not  been  for  this  aid,  the  Treasury  would 
have  been  left  more  bare  thanwasconsistentirith. 
the  security  of  Dublic  credit  and  the  certain  exe- 
cution of  the  puolic  serrice. 

There  is,  however,  a  later  period  in  the  state  of 
the  Treasury,  which  wiH  more  completely  illus- 
trate the  idea  iotended  to  be  established.  Thi«  is 
thegdof  July,  1792. 

On  that  day,  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  Treasury. 
comprehending  the  deposites  in  all  the  Banks,  aa« 
including  a  sum  of  $200,000,  received  on  Loan  of 
the  Bank  of  the  tJnited  States,  together  with  a 
sum  of  1230,900  in  bills  drawn  upon  Domestic 
Funds,  the  jiroceeds  of  which  had  not  been  re- 
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IS  }623,i: 
o  this  period  a  furliier  sum  of  t54&Jdt 


arising  from  the  sales  of  Foreign  bills  had  beeif 
placed  in  the  Treasurv,  by  waxrants,  making  with 
the  former  sums  places  there  from  the  same  source, 
1907,294  23. 

Had  it  not  been  for  this  auxiliary,  and  that  of 
the  Loon  from  the  Bank,  the  Treasury  would  then 
have  beea  in  atrear  $4S4,1S0  62.  It,  therefore, 
necessarily  follows,  that  for  the  purchases  to  that 
period,  which  amounted  in  specie  to  (942,672  54, 
at  least  ]f484,160  62  must  have  come  from  the  Fo- 
reign Fund. 

But  when  it  is  considered,  for  the  reaiona  which 
have  been  stated,  and  which  will  heieaAer  be  for-, 
tified  by  others,  tending,  as  I  conceive,  to  giv 
them  conclusive  force,  that  the  sum  in  the  Tni 


supply  of  current  demands ;  it  will  follow  that  the 
whole  or  neuly  the  whola  of  the  purcbaaes  which 


were  made  previous  to  July,  1792,  were  made  by 
the  means  or  instrumenlali^  of  the  Foreion  Fund. 

A  similar  view,  extended  to  the  subsequent 
quatter^will  exhibit  this  point  in  a  still  clearet 
lighL  Xhe  balance  then  in  the  Treaaury,  includ- 
ing a  further  Loan  from  the  Bank  of  (100,000,  was 
oiOy  (420,914  61.    . 

What,  tneu,  it  may  be  asked,  became  of  the  £or- 
plus  of  revenue  to  the  end  of  17907  Wliat  was 
the  office  perfonaed  by  that  fund  during  the  peri- 
od in  question  1    ' 

The  answer  is,  that  it  served  exactly  the  pur- 
pose which  was  anticipated  by  the  L^staXnte.  It 
came  in  aid  of  the  current  receipts  for  satiafying 


easily  be  comprehended  when  it  is  recollected  that 
the  appropriations  made  during  1791,  upon  the  re- 
venues of  that  year,  and  some  small  surplusses  of 
antecedent  appropriations,  amounted  to  uiree  rail- 
lion  six  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  and 
fifty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-four  oenU;  that  the 
revenues  themselves  amounted  to  no  more  tlian 
(3,553,195  18 ;  and  that  at  the  end  of  1791,  there 
were  outstanding  in  bonds  for  the  dutiea  on  im- 

S oris,, besides  the  chief  part  of  the  proceeds  ei  the 
utiei  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  EUues, 
then  also  uncollected,  (1,838,269  28. 

On  this  point  likewise,  of  the  surplus  of  re- 
venue to  the  end  of  1790,  it  is  presumable  a  mis- 
apprehension has  been  enterlamed.  It  seems  to 
have  been  sumwsed,  tbal  that  surplus  as  well  as 
the  jHoceeds  oTthe  Ftveign  Fund,  bara  be«n  kepi 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  common  mass  of  the 
moneys  appearing  irom  titne  to  time  lo  be  in  the 
Treasury.  It  ha*  beea  already  obsarved,  that  this 
waa  not  the.  ctue  with  regard  to  tbe  Foreion  Fua^ 
It  isnow.projwr  loftdd.  that  it  has  not  been  tbe 
case,  either,  with  leptrdto  the  aunlua  in  quntioo. 
That  surplus,. as  recaired  by  the  CoUecicn  at  the 
Customs,  has  regtilarly  passed  into  the  Treasury, 
and  aweon  in  tha  quarterly  aevoimts  of  th^  Ti^- 
turer  ior  the  periods  to  which  they  retake. 

It  is  the  course  of  the  Treasury,  lesuUing  froB 
the  constitution  of  the  DepaitiiKBt,  for  all  auMtjt 
from  whatever  source  to  be  bronffht  into  ii,  to 
constitute  an  aggregate,  stdiject  to  uie  dispoaitwiis 
prescribed  by  law.  The  moneys  to  be  employed 
in  the  Sinkma  Fund  have  consequently  only  bees 
separated,  as  tney  have  been  called  for.  for  actnal 
investment.  The  only  exception  to  this,  rdales 
to  that  part  of  the  Smhiag  Fund  which  is  created 
by  the  mterest  of  the  D%bl  purchased.  This  has 
been  included  in  the  quarterly  dividends,  and  co- 
vered by  the  warrantB,  ia  bvor  of  the  cashiers  of 
the  Banks  for  paying  those  dividends,  aAer  wbieh, 
they  have  pessea  into  a  distinct  accounL  in  the 
books  of  the  Bank  opened  with  Samuel  Meredith, 
as  afont  to  the  Commissioners  oj  the  Sinking 
Fund. 

To  the  foregoing  representation,  it  may  seem 
an  objeclioD  tJMt  the  purchases  to  the  end  tn  1791t 
appear  to  have  been  carried  to  the  aecotm.t  of  the 

irplus  at  the  ead  of  1790. 

The  ultimate  form  which  it  has  been  judged 
conveQient  to  give  to  the  transaction  in  theaecotiota 
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:  facta.  The  proceeds  of  the  abort 
mentioned  surplus  and  of  the  Ffyteiga  Loans  form' 
edtt^dierthefund  for  purchases.  In  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasary,  the  thing  vaasoaceptible  ofyari- 
■oas  modiftcations  at  pleastirti.  The  t<ro  perts  of 
Ihe  (bnd  might  have  neen  united  in  one  account, 
or  dirided  into  distinet  accounts.  Being  separated, 
moneys  issued  for  purchases  might  hare  been 
legally  carried  to  cither  of  them. 

It  vas  judged  most  advisable,  in  the  forms  of 
the  Treasury,  to  plnce  the  purchases  to  the  end  of 
1791,  to  the  account  of  the  Domestic  Fund,  be- 
-eanse  it  wms  calculated  to  sire  greatei  latitndi 
and  energy  to  Ihe  Sinking  Fund.  Had  not  thL 
^ovirsebeen  pursued,  the  business  would  hare  taken 
the  following  shape:  the  Foreign  Fund  to  the 
^tent  of  the  purchases,  would  have  been  exhaust- 
ed— the  whole,  or  the  greater  part  of  the  sorfrfus 
«f  1790,  would  bftve  continued  wrapt  up  in  the 
expenditure  of  1791,  not  liable  to  be  Uberated,  tUl 


the  n 
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respondent  surplus  beyond  the  BCtnal  diabui 
meats — which  couH  not  hare  been  the  case,  while 
the  war  with  the  Indians  continues  to  cali  for  ex- 
traordinary^ expenditures. 

From  the  form  into  which  the  thing  has  been 
thrown,  the  Foreign  Fund  has  been  set  free  to  be 
applied  to  fitrther  purchases ;  and  a  necessity  pro- 
dnced  of  anticipating  the  outstanding  duties,  by 
temporary  Loans  for  the  current  service. 

I  trust  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  course 
pursued  was  regidar.  and  within  the  discretion  of 
the  Deportment.  I  nope,  also,  that  it  will  appear 
to  the  House  to  have  been  the  most  eligible.  The 
expediency  of  giving  the  earliest  and  greatest  pos- 
sible extent  and  activity  to  whatever  concerns  the 
Sinking  Fund,  will,  it  is  presumed,  unite  alt  opin- 

Wfaat  has  been  said  hitherto  respecting  the  em- 
plovment  of  the  Foreign  Pmid  is  applicable  only 
to  that  part  of  it  which  was  drarra  for  prior  to 
April^  17%;  the  residue  standing  in  a  niSerent 
situation,  and  requiring  a  separate  examination. 

From  the  statement  which  has  been  ^ren,  it 
may  be  perceired  that  the  fund  in  question  has 
neither  been  idle  nor  useless.  A  confirmation  of 
this  will  be  found  in  the  foUowlng'  details. 

The  whole  srum  successively  reeeired  on  ac- 
count of  Amsterdam  biUs,  up  to  the  17th  of  Au- 
gust, i791,  was  «381,391  34.  The  amomit  of  the 
moneys  inrested  in  ptirchases,  priot  to  that  day, 
was  9990,000,  chiefly  by  anticipation  of  those  re- 

The  ^ole  simi  suceessirely  received  on  ac- 
count of  Amsterdam  bills,  from  August  1?,  1791, 
to  Maiwh  1, 1792,  was  »40e,722  69.  The  amonnt 
of  the  moneys  invested  in  purchases  between  those 
periods,  was  $349,984  33;  chiefly  in  the  month 
of  September,  ana  by  anticipation  of  those  re- 
eeip^. 

The  wholte  sum  successively  reeeired  on  ac- 
count of  Amsterdam  bills,  subsequent  to  the  1st 
of  March,  and  prior  to  July,  179B,  was  $835,413 
33.  The  amount  of  the  moneys  inrested  in  pur- 
elkaws  between  Aose  ))eriods,  wu  |S«S,688  31. 


It  was  stated  in  mr  first  letter,  that  $177,99S  80, 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  Foreign  bilb  were  left  b 
deposite  with  the  Bank  of  Norrti  America ;  and  in 
a  note  upon  statement  B,  accompanying  that  tet- 
ter,the  occasion  of  it  was  shown  to  be  an  advance 
without  interest,  made  br  that  Bank,  for  the  use 
of  the  Depwtmeni  of  War;  which  could  not  yet 
be  eererea,  in  consequence  of  a  doubt  still  remain- 
ing  whether  the  ftiod  appropriated  for  satisfyins 
that  object  was  adequate  to  it;  the  snfficieacy  of 
that  fond  depending  m  part  on  certain  unexpend- 
ed residues  of  antecedent  appropriations,  which  it 
was  expected  would  not  be  finally  necessary  for 
satufying  the  purposes  of  those  apprcq)riations. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  delay  of  the  em- 
^oymeut  of  this  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Fo- 
reign Fund,  has  been  compensated  bra  sarinj^.'of 
interest  on  the  sum  advanced  by  the  Bank,  which 
otherwise  mnst  hare  been  procured  upon  a  Loan, 
with  an  allowance  of  interest,  probably,  at  the 
time  of  die  advance,  at  a  rate  of  six  per  cent.;  so 
that  eren  in  this  particular,  the  fund,  though  tetn- 

Krarily  suspends!  from  its  destination,  na*  not 
en  idle  or  nnproductire.  I  reserve  for  another 
place  some  additional  observations  and  statements, 
which  win  be  calculated  to  show  that  opportu- 
nities of  investing  the  moneys  at  anr  time  <» 
hand,  applicable  to  purchases  of  the  Debt,  were 
not  sufiered  to  pass  tlnimproved ;  and  that  as  mnch 
in  tbi»  respect  was  done,  as  the  state  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  the  state  of  the  market  would  permit. 

It  has  been  said,  that  a  tUstinct  eiamtnatiou 
would  be  proper  widi  regard  to  the  bills  which 
bare  been  drawn  upon  the  Foteign  Fund,  aubse- 
qoent  to  March,  1792.  I  proceed  now  to  this  ex- 
amination. 

The  expediency  of  what  has  been  in  this  re- 
spect done,  seems  to  have  been  called  in  question. 
under  a  suggestion  that  an  application  of  the  fond 
to  purchases  had  ceased  to  be  advantageous. 

The  drawing  of  these  bills  has  been,  at  different 

Griods,  influenced  by  various  considerations.  A 
iding  motive  was  always  the  purchase  of  the 
Debt ;  and  a  correct  view  of  the  subject  will,  1 
dou%t  not,  satisfy  the  House,  that  the  measure  was 
recommended  by  an  adequate  prospect  of  advan- 

It  is  lobe  observed  that  all  these  drafts  were 
predicated  upon  the  two  four  per  cent.  Loans ;  be- 
ing, as  already  stated,  real  four-and-a-half  pet  cent. 

'  nans. 

There  was  good  ground  to  presume  that  oppot- 
..nities  woulabe  found  of  investing  the  moneys 
drawn  for  in  purchases  which  would  yield  at  least 
five  per  cent^with  a  possibility  of  doing  still  bet- 
ter. The  difference  of  half  ^r  cent,  was  altwe  an 
object  of  importance;  but  it  would  be  cou^ed 
with  the  further  benefit  of  reducing  a  Drincipal 
sum  materially  exceeding  the  sum  invested.  When 
the  three  per  cents,  are  purchased  at  twelve  shil- 
lings in  the  pound,  there  is  not  only  a  redemption 
of  an  annuity  of  fire  per  cent.,  but  a  sinking  of  a 
capital  of  twentr  shillings  for  twelve.  And  though 
this  might  not  be  material  if  the  mtukel  rate  of 
interest  should  never  fall  below  fire,  because  in 
that  case  the  three  per  cents,  might  always  be 
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puickased  at  the  same  rate;  yet  if  it  should  at 
any  time  happen  thai  inteieit  fell  below  five,  it 
would  be  a  gain  to  the  Ghiverament  to  have  par- 
chased  at  five,  in  exact  proportion  to  the  diflerence 
betneED  five  and  the  tnea  market  rate.  Add  to 
this,  that  the  three  per  cents.have  generally  a  value 
in  tne  market  more  than  proportioned  to  the  in- 
come they  produce,  which  arises  from  (hecapacity 
of  the  capital  to  appreciate  even  to  par. 

These  obserrationa  are,  also,  for  the  most  part, 
applicable  to  the  deferrei^  with  this  circumstance 
in  addition,  that  when  interest  begins  to  be  pay- 
able on  that  species  of  stock,  the  money  investeA 
and  which  in  (he  mean  time  would  have  produced 
five,  would  then  begin  to  produce  to  the  Govern- 
ment six  pet  ceut^.  with  the  advantage  of  having 
anticipated  the  reaemption  of  a  species  of  stock  (n 
right  only^aduallyredeemable.  Combining  these 
considerations,  it  appears  to  be  clearly  and  even 
eminently  for  the  interest  of  the  Government  to 
purchase  within  the  limits  sugeesled,  with  a  fund 
_!.■.■.._.  .    joje  ti|gii7Quj,and-a-half  per 


which  doea 

That  this  was  the  view  of  the  subie 
governed,  is  deducible,  not  only  from  thi 
stances  of  the  &cL  but  from  my  letter  of  the  2d 
of  April,  1792,  to  Mr.  Short,  announcing  my  in- 
tention to  draw,  in  which  1  assign,  as  the  sround 
of  that  intention,  "that  I  considered  it  for  the  inte- 

St  of  the  United  States  to  prosecute  purohafcs  of 


:t  which 


Ist  of  January,  1792,  at  four  per  cent 

If  the  event  be  taken  as  a  criterion,  the  antici- 
pation will  be  more  than  justified ;  the  present 
juncture  offering  an  opportunity  for  purchases 
peculiarly  advantageous. 

But,  without  insisting  on  a  state  of  things  occa- 
sioned by  extraordinary  circumstances,  it  wa« 
morally  certain  that  the  common  course  of  event! 
would  render  the  operation  a  beneficial  one, 
And  it  would  not  argue  peculiar  foresight  if  a 
calculalitui  was  even  rc^e  on  the  eflect  which  the 
situation  and  probable  progress  of  affairs  in  Eu- 
rope might  produce  upon  our  market.  A  pretty 
general  war  there,  by  extending  the  demand  for 
money,  would  naturally  divert  from  our  stocks 
a  portion  of  what  might  otherwise  be  employed 
upon  them,  and  afiect  injuriously  their  prices.  It 
is  also  a  familiar  fact,  that  during  the  winter,  in 
this  country,  there  is  always  a  scarcity  of  money 
in  the  towns;  a  circumstuice  calculated  to  damp 
the  prices  of  stock. 

A  consideration  which  collaterally  influenced 
the  drawing  of  the  latter  bills,  was  the  situation  of 
the  French  Colony  of  St.  Dominga 

This  not  only  produced  an  early  application  for 
a  considerable  advance,  which  was  promised,  but 
it  was  to  be  foreseen  that  still  further  aids  would 
be  indisnensable. 

Indeed,  sundry  letters  from  Mr.  Short—the  first 
dated  at  Paris,  the  28tb  of  December,  17S1— an- 
noimced  the  daily  probability  of  an  arrangement, 
requiring  an  advance  here  of  J8W),000,  for  the  use 
of  that  Colony.  A  sum  of  four  millions  of  livres 
has  in  &ct  been  successively  stipulated  for  that 


J  furnished. 
:  is  known  that  these  supplies  could  proeeed 
from  no  other  source  than  the  Foreign  Fond. 

The  pavment  to  the  foreign  officers  of  near  two 
hundred  tnousand  dollars,  by  which  an  intereat  of 
six  per  cent,  would  be  released,  was  another  ob- 
ject for  which  provisioD  vfa  to  be  made  oat  of 
the  same  fund. 

These  several  purposes  conspired,  with  the  ob- 
ject of  purchasing  the  Debt,  to  mdnce  the  latitude 
of  drawing  which  took  place. 

But  there  was  still  a  farther  induceiaeiit,  which 

jue  in  aid  of  the  others.  The  time  for  reim- 
bursing the  first  instalment  of  the  two  millions  of 
dollars  due  to  the  Bank,  was  approaching,  when. 
by  positive  stipulation,  the  GVremment  irould 
have  to  pay  two  hundred  thousand  dolUra,  for 
which  there  was  no  Domestic  Fund  that  could  be 
spared  from  the  current  exigencies.  I  thot^t  it 
incumbent  upon  this  Department  to  have  an  ere 
to  placing  within  the  reach  of  the  Legislature  tne 
means  of  fulfilling  this  engagement ;  the  object  of 
which  bore  a  strict  analogy  to  that  for  which  the 
two  millions,  authorized  oy  the  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,  wen 
to  be  borrowed. 

I  did  not  even  scruple  to  take  into  the  csleolir 
tion,  that  if,  from  the  extent  of  the  dnfts  npon  the 
Foreign  Fund,  there  should  happen  to  be  fonnj 
on  hand  a  larger  sum  than  was  necesrary  fm,  fx 
could  be  advantageously  employed  towards,  the 
several  purposes  which  were  the  immediate  and 
direct  objects  of  the  operation,  the  surplus  would 
facilitate  to  the  OovernmeDi  a  measure  manifestly 
and  unequivocally  beneficial — an  additional  pay- 
.-  (jjg  Bank,  on  account  of  a  Debt,  upon 


which  an  annual  interest  of  six  per  cent,  was  pay- 
hich  a  certain  saving  of  one 


able ;  a  measure  b 


to  the  extent  of  the  payment  that  miglit 

be  made  would  be  accomplished. 

The  possibility  of  this  application  of  the  fund, 
afforded  a  perfect  assurance  that  the  piUic  inte- 
rest could  in  no  event  fail  to  be  promoted. 

I  felt  myself  more  at  libertv  to  do  it,  because  it 
did  not  interfere  with  a  complete  fulfilment  c^  the 

Biiblic  engagements  in  regard  to  the  FotaigB 
•ebt.  It  could  be  done  ccmsistentlv  with  a  full 
reimbursement  of  all  arrears  and  instalments  whi^ 
had  accrued  on  account  of  that  Debt. 

The  detail  which  has  been  given  comprehends 
a  full  exposition  of  the  views  and  motires  that 
have  regulated  the  conduct  of  this  Department  in 
relation  to  those  parts  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Fo- 
reign Loans  which  have  been  transferred  to  the 
United  States,  except  as  to  the  last  sum  of  one 
millitoi  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand 
five  hundred  florins,  directed  to  be  drawn  for  on 
the  30th  of  November  last ;  in  regard  to  which, 
special  nature  co-operated,  as 


e  upon  the  copy  of  my  letter  of 


is  explained  ii ^ n 

the  26th  of  that  month,  toJtlr.  Short,  forming  a  part 
of  the  communication  herewith  made  by  order  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  will  perceive  that  the  variety  of 
matter  comprised  in  this  letter,  has  not  been  col- 
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lected  and  digested  into  its  present  form  without 
mvich  l&bor,  utd  unavoidable  expense  of  time. 
1  trust  the^  will  be  sensible  that  no  delar  has  been 
unnecessarily  incurred.  It  is  certain  tnat  t  have 
made  every  exertion  in  mjr  power,  at  the  hazard 
of  mr  health,  to  comply  with  the  re<}uisitions  of 
the  House  as  early  as  possible;  and  it  has  even 
been  done  with  more  expedition  than  was  desira- 
ble lo  secure  the  perfect  accuracy  of  the  commn- 
nication. 

Yet  I  have  still  to  regret  that  some  part  of  the 
subject  mutt  remain  to  be  presented  in  a  subse- 
quent letter.  To  lessen,  however,  the  incoDTe- 
nieuce  of  thb  farllker  delay,  I  shall  trusmtU  with 
the  present  letter,  the  statements  required  by  the 
Srst  and  second  of  the  resolutions  of  the  23d  of. 


Janua,ry,  which  will  be  found  in  the  schedules 
herewith  marked  No.  1  lo  V ;  those  required  bf 
the  last  of  the  resolutions  having  been  already 
forwarded. 

There  re  main,  however,  some  particulars  to 
complete  the  information  conlemputted  by  those 
resolutions,  that  mast  be  reserved  for  another 
communication.  This  I  may  venture  to  assure 
the  House  will  not  be  deferred  beyond  the  pre- 
sent, or  at  least  the  first  day  of  the  ensuing  week. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretory  of  the  Trauury, 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker, 

o^  the  BouK  (^  Bepreaetitativet. 


No.  L — A  Statement  o/  the  Appropriation  Jin-  re(bKinr  ths  Pubtic  Debt,  anutitvted  by  the  act  of 

"- '  'nihe\2thdayof  Augutt,nw. 

the  last  day  of  December,  1790^ 
-..^ ide  during  the  first 


To  the  surplus  of  the  products  of  duties  on  iniports  and  tonikage, 
after  reserving  a  sufficieBtmniifiom  said  pfodnets  to  suiaiy  Ibe  appropriati 
and  second  sessions  of  Congress,  as  ascertained  at  the  Treasury 


1790. 

Dec.  16.  By  warrant  No.  776,  on  the  Treasuier,  in  his  iavoi,  to  be  apidied  in  pur- 
chases of  the  Pubhc  Debt  ...... 

1791. 

Bv  warrant  No , 

869,  on  tha  Treasurer,  m  favor  of  B.  Lincohi, 
—  '  infavonrfWrn-Heth, 


Jan.  26.  By  ^ 

No.  856, 

Feb.    5.  By 

do. 

9S.i 

By 

do. 

870, 

Sept.  30.  By 

do. 

1265, 

By 

Mar.  31.  By 

da. 

1606, 

June  30.  By 

1864, 

By 

do. 
do. 


Dee.  29.  By       do. 


J»  his  favor, 

in  favor  of  Wm.  Seton, 

in  his  fkvor, 

in  his  bvoi, 

in  favor  of  Win.' Beion, 

in  his  iavor, 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


60,000  00 
50,000  00 
50,000  00 
149,984  23 
200,000  00 

28,915  S3 
62,673  90 
151,098  89 
15,098  11 

967,770  66 

406,885  76 


Tbbabdht  DapaBTMENT,  Fkbraary  13, 1793. 


A.  HAMILTON,  SeerOary  </  the  Trtamry. 


No.  U.—A  StaUment  of  the  appiicaiwn  of  Ihefimde  drawn  on  the  approprtatian  of  the  napbu  of 
duties  to  the  end  of  the  year  n90,for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt. 
To  appropriations  for  reducing  the  Public  Debt,  constituted  by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
12th  day  of  August,  1790,  for  the  amount  drawn  from  said  appropriation  by  warrants  on  the  Trea* 
surer,  from  December  15th,  1790,  to  December  29th,  1792,  viz : 

1790.  Dec.  15.  No.    776,  in  favor  of  Samuel  Meredith,  to  be  applied  in  purchases  of 

the  Public  Debt 

1791.  Jan.  26.  No.    856,  in  faror  of  Samuel  Meredith,  ditto 
Feb.   5.  No.    B99,  in  favor  of  Benjamin  Lincoln, 

870,  in  favor  of  Wm.  Heth, 
Sep.  30.  No.  1265,  in  &vot  of  S.  Meredith, 
'"■"■  ■    favor  of  Wm.  Sel<», 


17{«.  Mar.  31.  No.  1605, 

June  30,  No.  1864, 

1667, 


1  favor  of  S.  Meredith, 
I  favor  of  S.  Meredith, 
I  favor  of  Wm.  Seton, 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


200,000  00 
60,000  00 
50,000  00 
60,000  00 

149,964  23 

200,000  00 
28,915  5a 
62,673  90 

151,008  89 


/o.oyGoogle 
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LoanM.—Statematt  No.  II,  amtinaed. 

1792.  Dec.  29,  No.  3328j  in  b-vot  of  8.  Meredith,  to  be  applied  in  pui«htses  of  the    - 

Public  Debt 15^  U 

957,770  6S 
To  this  sum,  invested  in  purchaBes  by  Benjamin  Lincoln,  being  in  part  of  a  sum 
of  interest  received  by  Mm  on  stock  purcHa^d      -  ...  -  5  $1 

'  ♦957,776  16 

By  Samuel  Meredith's  account  of  purchases  to  the  7th  day  oi  December,  1790,  as         

reported  to  Congresi  by  the  Commissioners  for  reducing  (be  Public  Debt,  on  the 

21si  day  of  December,  1790 190,239  » 

By  sundry  purchases  raparted  by  said  Commissioners  to  Congress,  on  the  7th  day 

of  Piovember,  Iral,  viz: 
By  Samuel  Meredith,  from  the  7th  De«.  1790,  to  19lh  SepL  1791     -      248,984  71 
By  WiUiam  Setoo,  from  the  igth  August,  1791,  to  12th  Sept.  1791  -      300,000  00 
By  William  Heth,  from  the  S4th  Feb.  1791,  to  2d  April,  1791  -        49.934  09 

By  Benjamin  Uncohi,  from  the  22d  Peb.  1791,  to  3d  Match,  1791    -        50,005  51 

548,934  31 

ByinterestfromJanuary  latgtoJuly  1st,  1791,  on  stock  purchased  by  SamuelMere- 

dith,  in  August  and  September,  1791         ......  veo  28 

By  sundry  expenses  attending  purchases  of  Public  Debt,  charged  by  William  Heth, 
andadmittM  tohisOTedii  .......  41<l 

By  sundry  panehaaes  reported  by  said  Oommiwioiiers  to  Congreait  (« the  17tb  day 

of  November,  1793,  viz; 
By  Samuel  Meredith,  from  the  Slst  March  to  25tb  April,  1792        .       91.589  42 
By  William  Seton,  frmn  Sd  to  the  17(h  AprU,  1702  -  -  -      151,098  89 

By  purchases  by  Samuel  Meredith,  from  the  15th  to  the  J33d  December,  1792,  as 
per  account  satded  at  the  Treasurer  ......  1SJ)96  11 

By  balance,  being  monev  remaining  in  the  hands  of  William  Heth,  of  die  sum  ad- 
Tanced  to  him  for  maung  purchases,  and  for  which  he  is  accotmtable  -  61  76 

>957,776  16 

A.  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  TVeontry. 
TREABuaT  Dlu>ARTHENT,  FtbruoTy  13, 1703. 

Mo.  Wl.— Statement  of  the  appUcatum  of  the  Fund  amMtttuted  by  the  act  <^  Omgren,  patted  om  the 
8tk  of  May,  n92,/or  reducing  the  Public  Debt,  anting  fiwn  theiateretton  the  tumt  oftaidOebt 
pwdtaaea,  redeemed,  andpaxd  into  the  Treatury  of  the  Uidted  States. 

1791.  Aptil  1,  To  interest  due  this  day,  on  the  slock  purchased  -  -  -  4^30  63 
Jiily       1,    To       do.  do. 5,013  08 


To  baknce 9,343  65 

October  1.    To  interest  due  this  day  on  the  stock  purchased,       .           -           -  8,635  IS 

1792.  January  1.    To    do.                                        do. 6,989  01 

34,867  84 

To  balance .           -  24,867  84 

April      1.    To  interest  due  this  day  on  the  stock  purchased        ...  6,989  01 
To  interest  due  this  day  on  part  of  the  stock  paid  into  the  Treasury 
by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  land  on  Lake  Brie,  purchased 

from  the  United  States        ......  48  63 

July        1.    To    do.           do.    on  the  stock  purchased    -           -           •           -  9,388  76 
To    do.          do.    on  the  stock  paid  as  above,  tor  land  on  Lake 

Erie            -           .           -                      ....  48  63 

To    do.  do.    on  the  stock  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  account 

of  the  commnUtion  of  Willis  Wilson         -           -           -           -  137  30 


41,470  17 

)y  Go  Ogle 
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1792.  Jul;       1.    To  balance 41,fl'0  n 

October  1.    To  mieiest  due  tUs  Atj  on  the  stock  purchased         -           -           ■  0,386  84 
To  interest  doe  this  dajr  oa  the  stock  paid  a»  abore,  for  land  on  Lake 

Erie 46  63 

To  interest  due  this  dar  on  the  stock  paid  as  abore,  on  account  of.the 

commutation  of  Willis  WUsen.       -           -           -           .           .  31  81 

179a  JMUKwy  1.    To    do.          do.    «t  the  Monk  pun^aaed    -          -          .          .  9,420  48 

To    do.          do.    on  thestockp*ida»aboTe,far  laiidoaLakeBria  48  63 
To    do.           do.    on  the  stock  paid  as  abore,  on  accoiml  of  the 

commutation  of  Willis  Wikos        .....  21  81 
To    do.           do.    on  the  stock  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  John 

-  Hopkins,  fM-ahalaacedneft«inhiM'i»iiiden«Eofintuwt  '169  44 

<60,555  95 

1791.  July        1.    Br  balaaee  to  the  credit  of  the  ComBiesionRs  for  reducing  the 
Public  Debt,  deposited,  aa  follows! 

In  the  Bank  (rf  North  America a,711  97 

In  the  hands  of  the  Cmnmissitmer  of  Loans  for  the  State  of  HkMa- 

chusettB       -  -  '  -  -  -  '531  68 


1799.  January  1.    By  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  CommisBioners  for  reducing  the 
Public  Debt,  deposited  wfiiUowB: 

In  the  Bank  of  North  America 88,830  37 

In  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the  Snte  of  Massa- 
chusetts      -  -  -  .  .  -  -         631  68 
In  the  hanAs  of  the  Comnisaioner  of  Loons  fn  the  Stale  of  New 

York 605  79 


1798.  July        _      ._, 

Public  Debt,  deposited  as  follows: 
In  the  Bank  of  North  America 
In  the  Bank  of  tbe  Dniied  States 


By  purchases  made  by  9amuel  Meredith,  from  the  29th  to  the  31sl  of  October, 
1798,  as  reported  to  Congress  by  the  Commissioners  for  reducing  the  Public 
Dcb^  on  the  17A  of  Noreaaber^.l79a 


e  by  Samael  Meaedilh,  from  the  17th  to  the  SSth  Janaary, 
1793,  inclusive,  agreortdy  to  Us  accoiutt  MBdered  to  ^e  Tbusibj     • 


>6<VHi6  96 
NoTB. — Interest  stated  per  contra,  remained  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  until  expended. 


In  addition  to  the  sums  receired  as  within  stated,  there  remain  to  be  received  from  the  following 
persons,  balances  found  to  be  due  from  them  on  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  at  the  Treasury,  viz : 
Prom  William  Meth,  for  interest  received  on  stock  purchased  by  him         -           -        1658  83 
From  Benjamin  Lincoln,  for  interest  received  on  stock  purchased  by  him   *           -  154  49 
From  Benjamin  Lincoln,  for  interest  struck  oustock  purchased  by  him,  stated  in  his 
name  in  dividend  accounts  of  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the  State  of  Uassa- 
chusetta,  now  transfered  to  the  books  of  the  Treasury  among  unclainted  divi- 
dends           - 368  56 

The  Amd  is  likewise  tiaUe  to  receive  additions  of  interest  on  the  foUowing  sums  paid  into  the 
TieasDr)',  upon  which  no  dividend  has  yet  been  struck,  viz : 


1243  APPENDU.  ISH 


Ob  85,1133  08  onfnuded  itock,  received  from  the  State  of  Pennsylnnia  for  land  on  Lake  Btit 

On  1,356  87  received  from  JoaaUut  Burrall,  which  had  been  paid  to  him  on  t  balance  d»  ii  ib 
Comnuuaiy  Department. 

These  sums  at  piesent,  stand  on  the  boobs  of  the  Treasury  in  the  oame  of  Samuel  Ueredilli,  1m 
suiei  of  the  Uoited  States,  in  trust  for  the  United  States. 

Also,  for  the  interest  on  the  Debt  due  to  foreign  cAcera,  ttow  in  a  course  of  redemptka. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  ^  the  TnaiWf. 

Tbeabust  Departhbht,  February  13, 1793. 


..e  of  cash  in  my  hands  the  30th  June,  1791,  see  below 
Balance  of  cash  in  the  Bank  of  North  America 
do.  New  York 

do.  Massachusetts  - 

Cash  paid  on  account  of  contingent  expenses 
Theodosius "     ■  ■■"-•       - 


Mosius  Fowler  and  Co.'s  note 


2,266  76 

490  M 

10,000  00 


/Vow  tlitUt(^  Jamtary  to  the  20th  of  June,  two  quarter: 

Balance  of  cash  in  my  hands  the  30th  September,  1791,  see  below      - 

cash  in  the  Bank  of  North  America            -           -           -  136J30  38 

do.                            New  York        ....  465,926  94 

do.                            Maryland          ....  31,391  78 

do.                            Massachnsetta  ....  88,064  89 


Balanceofetshinmy  hands  the  31st  December,  1791,  see  below  -          -       963^  n 

cash  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States         -           .           -  133,000  00 

do.                                   North  America       -           -           .  471,972  28 

do.                                  New  Y<wk             -           -           -  234,677  36 

do.                                   Massachusetts        ...  65,578  22 

do.                                   Maryland  ....  50,665  39 

dow                                   Providence            -           -           -  7,969  61           __ ., 

_: j^sBw 

The  {fferioos  sickness,  and  afterwards  the  death  of  Mr.  Eveleigh,  the  late  Gomptroll<f,  v^^'^iV^ 
pened  on  the  15th  of  ApriL  1791,  oecasioned  an  aceonimodatitm  between  the  Secretary  of  tbt  Tt» 
anry  and  the  Bank  of  North  America,  with  reject  to  a  number  of  wamats  which  vwe  noi  ctxn^ 
signed,  the  Bank  agreetng  to  pay  them  and  retain  them  in  its  possessioa  till  the  i^poaitiatBia* 
Comptroller,  when  they  could  De  regularly  countersigned  and  charred  to  my  accouoL  This  a** 
an  agreement  with  the  Comptroller,  that  the  two  first  quarters  of  the  year  1791  might  be  '»<^!'"t° 
one  account,  in  order  that  the  different  cffiees  in  the  Treasury  Department  should  correspond  in  ^^ 
balances. 

SAMUEL  MEREDITH,  Tnantrtr  of  Oie  looted  3taUt- 
TBuaoHY  or  the  Unitbd  States. 
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TniASDBT  Dep&Bthkmt,  FATUary  13, 17SX 
Sir:  In  obedieiice  to  an  order  of  tbe  PresideDt  of  the  United  Statei  fotmded  upon  ite  reqnsi    ! 
coDtained  in  two  resolutkuis  of  the  HoiucorRepresentatiTea,  of  the  93d  of  January  Imst,  I  haie  it 
honor  to  lay  before  the  House — 

1.  The  several  papers  numbered,  1,3,  3,  4.  being  copiec  of  the  attlhoritiea  under  viueh  Lownkan 
been  negotiated,  pursuant  to  the  >cIb  of  the  4th  and  12th  of  August,  1790. 

2.  Sundry  letters,  as  per  list  at  foot,  from  the  Secretary  ol  Uie  Treasury  to  William  Short,  B«|. 
and  to  WilhemandJ.  Williiiks,  N.  and  J.  Van  3laphorst,and  Hubbard,  being  copies  of  the  ■■thoribe 
respecting  the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed. 

3.  Staiemsni  A,  showing  the  names  of  the  pef£ons>by  wiiom,  and  to  wbosi,  the  tespectire  pv- 
menls  of  the  French  Debt  have  been  made  in  Burope,  specifying  tie  <kte8  of  the  respecliTe  psysKKL 
and  the  sums.  With  regard  to  the  precise  dates  or  the  respectire  drafts  whicbmay  hare  been  dian. 
or  orders  which  may  hare  been  given  by  Mr.  Short  to  our  bankers,  for  making  those  poynicaii,  tkn 
cannot  be  furnished,  not  being  known  at  the  Treasury.  It  is,  however,  to  be  inferred,  from  the  m- 
respondeace  and  circumstances,  that  they  preceded  but  a  short  time  the  re^MCtlTe  payments  to  wUct 
tb^  related. 

Statement  B,  showing  by  whom  the  payments  have  been  made,  on  aceormt  of  the  Dutch  Imbs,  At 
dates,  and  the  sums.  As  to  the  persons  to  whom  the  payments  were  made,  no  specification  ts  pncti- 
cable,  these  being  the  ntunetous  subscribers  to  the  sevenl  Loons,  thair  agenta,  or  assignees.  It  kv 
never  been  censidered,  either  under  the  former  or  present  Oovernment,  as  interesting  to  the  Trcaiay 


.0  know  who  those  individuals  were.    Indeed,  by  the  transfers  always  going  oa,  they  are  eontimuOi 
changing.    The  demand  for  a  communication  of  their  names  would  Mve  oean  tunrecedeaied.  mI 
the  disclosure,  from  tine  to  time,  would  have  been  attended  with  a  ^eat  deal  of  n 
sire  trouble. 

The  statement  desired,  in  re&rsnce  to  die  Spanish  Debt,  cannot  be  furnished,  In  a  note  apoDsU^ 
ment  No.  1,  of  my  late  Report,  concerning  Foreign  Loans  it  is  mentiooed, "  that  advice  had  beea  k- 
ceired  that  tlie  payment  at  this  Debt  was  going  on,  thougn  it  had  fiot  been  eoit^tUd."  This  avpem 
by  letters  from  Mr,  Short,  now  before  ike  Senate,  dated  August  SOlh,  and  October  9th  andSSd  fie 
advice  of  the  completion  of  the  payment  has  been  since  received.  All  that  b  known  is,  that  aa 
bankers  were  procuring  bills  under  orders  from  Mr.  Short,  for  the  purpose  of  remitting  to  Spain  Ae 
sum  necessary  to  discharge  her  debt. 

There  will  be  seen  a  difference  in  the  statement  now  presented,  »id  No.  1  of  my  late  Report,  em- 
ceming  Foreign  Loans,  as  to  the  date  of  the  last  foment  to  France.  In  oat,  the  9th  of  Ao|;iisiii 
mentioned,  in  the  other,  of  the  6th  of  September,  llie  fact  is,  that  it  had  its  inception  aome  Imw  it 
August,  but  was  not  perfected  till  the  6tn  of  September.  Mr.  Morris,  who  had  been  charged  by  Mr. 
Sltort  with  endeELTonog  to  adjust,  with  the  French  Treasury,  the  rule  by  which  the  p«yiaents  tkst 
h^  been,  and  might  be  made,  should  be  liquidated  into  livres,  having  regard  to  certain  equitaUe  em- 
siderations,  made  an  arrangement  with  it,  provisionally,  for  the  payment  of  1,041,390  florias. 
[1,635,000  Banco,]  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Short,  requesting  that  he  would  airect  the  paynjeni  to  be  cocn- 
pleted.  There  B]K«ared  to  have  been  two  letters  from  Mr.  Morris  on  the  subject,  one  dated  the  6tL 
the  other  the  9d)  of  August.  But  Mr.  Short,  for  reasons  which  he  explains  in  his  correspondsice,  now 
before  the  Senate,  did  not  consnmmate  the  payment  till  the  6th  of  September.  One  statement  bai 
reference  to  the  beginning,  the  other,  to  the  conclusion  of  the  affair. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  observe,  tnat  there  are  some  circumstances  in  the  eommnnica- 
tions  now  made,  which  would  vender  a  public  perusal  of  them  not  without  UKonvenience. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 
ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  SecreSars  of  the  TVvoMrf. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Bdtae  of  Refre$eatatb)t: 

No.  1. 

Qearge  Waahtngton,  PrMideta  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treanrf 

for  the'time  oeiitg. 

By  virtue  of  the  several  acts,  the  one,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  Uniui 

Btatas,"  and  the  other  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,"  I  io 

hereby  authorize  and  empower  you,  by  yourseTf,  or  any  aihet  person  or  persona,  to  borrow,  on  behalf 

of  the  United  States,  witiiin  the  eaid  States,  or  elsewhere,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole 

fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  for  that  purpose,  such  contract  or  cw- 

traets,  as  shall  be  necessary,  and  for  the  mteresi  of  the  said  St«te«.  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  limi' 

tatioBs  in  the  said  several  acts  eontainedi  and,  for  so  doing,  this  snail  oe  your  sufficient  warrant. 

in  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunlo  affixed. 

Giren  under  my  naad,  at  the  city  of  New  York,  this  twenty-eighth  dar  of  Aitfust,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety.  OEO.  WASHUfOTON. 

Bj/ the  Prtrident : 

Ta.  JBPPBaaon. 
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Oeorge  Wathuigton,  President  of  the  United  State*  of  America,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treatury 
far  the  time  JKing. 

R&Ting  thought  fit  to  commit  to  you  the  chaige  Of  bonovinx,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  a 
sutn  or  suins.  not  exceediDg,  in, the  whole,  fourteen  milUonE  of  oollus,  pursuant  to  the  seretal  acts, 
the  one,  entitled  "  An  act  matun^  provbion  for  the  Debt  of  the  Unit^;"  the  other,  entitled  "An  act 


makina  provision  fot  the  redaction  of  the  Public  Debt : 
Idol.    ■         '    ■  ..   -       -. 


I  do  Hereby  make  known  to  /ou,  that,  in  the  execution  of  the  said  trust,  you  are  to  observe  and  fol- 
low  the  orders  and  direetions  following,  vix:  Except  where  otherwise  especially  directed  by  me,  you 
shall  employ,  io  the  neROtiation  of  any  I<oan  or  Loans,  which  may  be  made  in  any  forei^  countrr, 
William  Short,  Esq.  You  shall  borrow,  or  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on  the  best  terms  which  shall  oe 
found  practicable,  (and  within  the  limitations  prescribed  by  law  as  to  time  of  repayment  and  rate  oi 
iaterest,^  such  sum  or  stmts,  as  shall  besufficient  to  discharge,  as  well  all  instalments,  or  parts  of  the 
principal  of  the  foreign  Debt  which  now  are  due,  or  shall  become  payable  to  the  end  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  as  all  interest  and  arrears  of  mterest,  which  now  are,  or  shall 
become  due,  in  respect  to  the  saidDebt,  to  the  same  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one.  And  you  shall  apjdy.  or  cause  to  be  applied^  the  moneys  which  shall  be  so  borrowed, 
with  all  convenient  despatch,  to  toe  payment  of  the  said  mstalment^'and  parts  of  the  principal  ana 
interest,  and  arrears  of  the  interest  of  ihe  said  Debt.  You  shall  not  extend  tbe  amount  of  the  Loan 
which  you  shall  malce,  or  cause  to  be  made,  beyond  the  sum  which  shall  be  necessary  for  completing 
such  payment,  unless  it  can  be  done  ttpon  terms  more  advantageous  to  the  United  States  than  those 
upon  which  the  residue  of  the  said  Debt  shall  stand  or  be.  But,  if  the  said  residue,  or  any  port  of  the 
same,  can  be  paid  off  by  new  Loans,  upon  terms  of  advantage  to  the  United  States,  you  shall  cause 
such  further  Loansas  maybe  re(]uisite  to  that  end,  to  be  made,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  to  be  applied 
accordingly.  And  for  carrying  into  efiect  the  objectsand  purposes  a/bresaid,  I  do  hereby  further  em- 
power you  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  with  whomsoever  it  may  concent,  such  contract  or  con- 
tracts, being  of  a  nature  relative. thareto^  as  shall  be  found  needfbl,  and  conducive  to  the  interest  of 
the  United  States. 

If  any  negotiation  with  any  Prince  or  Slate,  to  whom  any  part  of  the  said  Debt  may  bedne,  should 
be  requisite,  the  same  shall  be  carried  on  through  the  person  who^  in  capacity  of  filinister,  Charsi 
dea  Affaires  or  otherwise,  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be  charged  with  transacltus  the  affitJrs  of  the 
United  States,  with  such  Prince  or  Slate ;  for  wliitih  purpose  1  shall  direct  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  whom  you  are  in  this  behalf  to  consult  and  concert,  to  co-«p«Bte  with  you. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  citr  of  New  York,  this  twenly^ighth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

GEO.  WASHINQTON. 


Toatlto vSuym thelK  pretente »AaIf come: 

Whereas,  by  an  act,  passed  the  fonrth  day  of  Augmt,  in  thtt  present  year,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
provision  for  die  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  it  is^  among  other  things,  enacted,  dtat  the  President  or 
the  United  States  be  aathDri2ed  to  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on  behalf  en  the  United  States,  a  stun  or 
stims,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  so  much  of  that  sum  as  may  be 
necesary  to  the  discharge  of  the  said  arrears  and  instalment^  and  (if  it  can  be  eSbcted  upon  terms 
advantageous  to  the  United  6tates)  to  the  paying  off  the  whole  of  the  said  Poreisn  Debt,  be  appro- 
priated solelv  to  those  purposes;  and  that  the  President  be,  moreover,  further  authorized  to  cause  to 
K  made  sucit  other  contracts  respecthig  die  said  Debt  ai  shall  be  found  for  the  interest  of  the  said 
States :  Pronded,  neverthelem.  That  no  engagement  nor  contract  shall  be  entered  into,  which  shall 
preclude  the  United  States  Irom  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  borrowed,  within  Afteen  years  after 
the  same  shall  have  been  lent  Or  advanced: 

And.  whereas,  by  another  act,  passed  the  twelfUi  day  of  Angnst,  in  the  present  year,  entitled  "  An 
act  mating  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,"  it  is.  also,  among  other  dilngs,  enacted 
that  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on  behalf  ofthe  United 
States,  a  sum  oi  sums,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  two  millions  of  dollars,  at  an  interest  not  exceed- 
ing Sva  per  cent : 

And  whereas,  by  virtoe  of  the  said  several  acts,  the  President  of  the  United  of  America  hath  been 
pleased,  by  a  certain  commission  or  warruit,  nnder  his  hand,  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Becretaiy 
of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being,,  by  himself,  or  anv  other  person  or  persons,  to  borrow,  on  behalf 
f^  the  United  States,  within  the  said  States,  or  elsewueie,  a  sum  or  sum^  not  exceedin|;,  in  the  whole, 
fimrtecn  millions  of  dollars,  and  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  inade,  tor  that  purpose,  such  contract  or  con- 
Iracti  as  shall  be  neccaaary,  and  fbr  the  iatemt  of  the  said  States,  nibject  to  the  restrietionB  and  iilni^ 
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Ktums  in  the  said  tereral  acts  coDtained :  And  whereas,  Mesws.  Wilhem  and  Jaa  Williak,  wad  K- 
choUas  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  and  Hubbard,  have,  hj  letter,  bearing  date  the  25th  day  of  Jannary, 
1790,  commonicated  to  me,  that  they  have  entered  into  a  certain  proviGionol  agreement  or  arrsngc- 
ment,  for  a  Loan  of  three  millions  of  florins,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  <^  America,  bearing  aa 
interest  of  Ave  per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimbursable  bv  yearly  instalments,  of  six  hundred  dum- 
nnd  florins,  commencing  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundi  '  '       "       '"   '' " 

me  thousand  eight  hundred  andflve:  And  wheteas,it appears  K 
States  to  accept  the  said  Loan : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known :  That  I,  Alexander  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  for  the  time  beins,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in  me  vested,  bv  the  said  Presidat 
of  the  United  Sutes,  and  in  his  name,  and  on  behall  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  ihar 


usa,  do,  by  these  presents,  accept  agree  lo,  ratify  and  conflnn,  the  Loan  aforesaid,  provisionally  n 
tkken  by  the  said  Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink,  and  Nicboltos  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  and  Hut 
And  I  do  hereby  anthorize  and  empower  the  said  Wilhem  and  Jan  WiUink,  and  Nicholaas  and  Jacob 


Van  Staphorst,  and  Hubbard,  or,  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  of  them,  the  survivors,  to  borrow, 
half  of  the  United  States,  either  by  way  of  conflrmation  ofthesaid  provisional  asTeement,  or  olbet- 
wise,  as  need  may  be,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  b  the  whole,  three  millions  of  florins,  mbjeet  to 
the  restrictions  and  Lmitations  in  the  said  several  acts  contained  and  above  recited ;  and  for  that  {NU- 
pose,  in  the  name  of  the  said  President,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  execate  (Och 
contracts,  obtintions,  and  instruments,  as  shall  be  necessary,  and  comfortable  to  usage,  in  the  tike 
eases,  and  the  Tailhofthe  United  States  to  pledge  for  the  performance  of  the  terms  thereof  i  and  if 
the  same  shall  be  deemed  requisite,  to  stipulate  for  the  ratiBcBtion  thereof  by  the  President  of  ttie 
United  States ;  hereby  giviiu  and  granting  to  the  said  Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink,  and  Nicholaas  aad 
Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  and  Hubbard,  and  the  survivors  of  ihem,  all  my  power  and  authority,  in  the 
premises,  and  Taiifying,  allowing,  and  confirming,  whatsoever  they  shall  lawfully  do  therein. 

In  testimony  whereof,  1  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Treasury  to  be  affixed  to  these  preKot^ 

and  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  hand,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secntmy  <^thdi  Trtofmj. 


T\>aU  to  whom  AaeprtaaUttkaU  come: 

Whereas,  try  an  act  passed  tike  foarUi  day  of  Augvst,  itt  this  present  year,  entitled  "  An  act  maHiig 
iraviaioa  Of  tlta  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  it  is,  among  other  thii^  enacted,  that  the  PieaideBl  « 
tie  United  Slates  be  aothorixed  to  cause  to  be  botrowedT  on  lietkalf  of  the  United  State*,  a  ram  or 
not  exeeeding  in  the  whole  twelve  milliona  of  doUan,  and  tliat  ae  much  of  that  urn  as  nwjr 
— —  •"  *i—  Ji~.k.—  -f  .k-  _:j  .___  gad  instalment*,  and  (if  it  can  be  efiiMted  upon  te"-- 


be  necessary  to  the  <UschBrge  crftlke  wd  arrears  l ^, ^ 

advantageous  to  the  United  Slates)  to  tlie  jpiiwig  off  th6  wkde  4^  the  Mtid  Foreign  Debt,  ne  appco- 
priated  solely  to  those  purposes;  and  that  theTresideot  be,  moreover,  further  authorized  to  eaosc  to 
be  made  such  odier  contracts  respecting  the  xaid  Dd>t,  a>  shall  be  foaDd.fbr  the  interest  of  the  said 
States:  Pnmde(Lne9erAeUu,  That  no  engagement  nor  cMitract  shall  be  entered  iolo,  which 
shall  i^eclude  the  United  States  from  reimbuninc  any  sum  or  sums  borrowed,  within  fifteen  yean 
after  tlie  same  shall  have  been  lent  or  or  advanced: 

And  whereas,  by  another  act,  passed  the  13Ui  day  of  August,  in  the  preseu  year,  entii 
ti^ating  provision  tor  the  reduction  of,  the  Public  Debt,"  it  is,  sJso,  among  other  ttkuup, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on  betialf  o: 


after  the  same  shall  have  been  lent  or  or  advanced: 

t,in  the  preseu  year,  entitled  "An  act 

^  ^  _    ^  -    -  ,  ,  al*o,  among  other  ttkuup,  enacted,  ttiat 

the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  cause  to  lie  borrowed,  on  betialf  of  ttw  United 
States,  a  sum  or  sums  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  two  millions  of  dollars,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding 
five  p^  cent: 

And  whereas,  by  virtue  of  ihe  said  several  acts,  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  bath 
been  pleased,  by  a  certain  commission  or  warrant,  tmder  his  hand,  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  bein^,  by  himself,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  borrow,  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  within  the  said  States,  or  elsewhere,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  tbe 
wholcj  fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  to  malEe,  or  cause  to  be  made,  for  that  purpose,  such  contract 
or  contracts  as  shall  be  necessary,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  said  States,  subject  to  the  restrictions 
and  limitations  in  the  said  several  acts  contained  : 

Now,therefi>re,knowye:  That  I,  Alexander  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  lor  the  time  being,  by  virtue  of  the  said  commission.power,  or  warrant,  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  have  authorized  and  empowered,  and,  by  these  presents,  do  authorize  and 
empower  WilU%m  Short,  Charg6  des  Afliiires  o[  the  United  Stales  at  the  Court  of  France,  to  borrow, 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  in  any  part  of  Europe,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  for  that  purpose,  such  contract  or  con' 
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Loom  cmd  FlMMHCt*. 


Mets  13  ahftU  be  neoeasary,  and  fiw  the  iulerest  of  the  wd  State* :  aabiect  to  the  leitiMitioiia  aad 
UmiUtioiis  in  the  said  *«v»al  acts  conlained ;  and  for  lo  doins,  this  tkall  be  hia  sufficient  wunuit. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Tieaiurj  to  be  affixed  to  these  praseat^ 
and  hare  hereunto  aubsciibed  my  hand,  the  first  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

ALEXAND£R  HAAULTON,  Amb»y  of  the  Tntuvy. 


k. — StaUmtwt  Bhoving  the  datet  atid  tuftu  id  tie  retueotiiit  soyntcnb  wAtcA  Aotw  been  made  on  ac- 
count of  (Ae  Debt  due  to  Prance,  out  of  the  Dutcn  and  Antverj)  LooMf  aud  by  whom,  atid  to 
whotti,  the  moneifi  were  remitted  orpaxd. 


Aufost 

n 

8^ 

SepL 

Sept. 

8epc. 

j» 

OeMber 

3 

October 

e 

October 

13 

an 

October 

M 

Not. 

10    I 

Dm.  is 

Dec.  32 

Dec.  31 

1798. 

January     10 

Jantniy     16 


From  J 


March 


>  Jnna  4 


Remitted  by  Wm.  and  J.  WilUnk,  N.  and  Ja- 


Director  of  the  Royal  Treamry  of  Ptance,  by 
Older  rf  William  Shnt,  Eaq. 


Remitted  by  the  Mine  to  tlte  Commission- 
en  1^  the  National  Treasury  at  Paris,  by 
Order  of  William  Short,  Biq. 


Remitted  by  the  same,  to  Mr.  Onmtj  cashier 
<^the  National  Treasury  at  Parii,tiy  order 
of  WiUiua  Short,  Baq. 

838,900  0  9 
10,700 

312,001  «  6 

30e,Ul  0  0 


Mr.  l>e  Wolf,  lo 

tional    Treaaury    at    Pa- 

rii,  by  order   ot  William 

Short. 
>aynienti  made    by  M.  De 
Wolf,  to  J.  Broeta,  at  Ant- 
werp, by  order  of  ute  Com- 


«la,at 

misBionen  of  the  National 
Treasury  of  France  •  4,581,413  16  1 

Do  do  -  -     843,936  10  6 


Ditto  made  by  Wm.  and  J.  WiUink,  N.  and 
laeob  Van  Sunhorst,  and  Hubbard,  (tf  Am- 
■teidam,  to  Messrs.  Hc^guen,  Grand,  A, 
Co.  Baueis  for  the  Commissioners  of  the 
National  Treanirr  of  France,  by  order  of 
William  Short,  Seq. 


2,696,639  4 
941,176  9 
643,890    9 

1,080,874  13 

1,467,734  18 
907J80  15 
616,313  14 
330,660  10 
806,430  3 

1,139,063  14 
811,164  3 
487,693  3 


3^717,639  13  10 


1,009,000  0 
352JB7  10 
338,333  6 
400,531  13 
530,414  10 
335,796  14 

.  339JS00  16 
81,957  10 
30QJ61  9 
43^560  16 
SOUOt    4 

lac^eoe  i3 


10,073,043    8 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Sectetaiy  ^  the  TVeuMy. 
TREunmT  DBPUTTHiifT,  Februarf  13, 1793. 

•  The  tmenni  of  fine*  hen  stated  exceediMinswbat  that  whkh  was  ittfed  bi  No.  I,  of  my  ^t  Report.    It 
will  be  obMrred,  that  it  wae  than  menliDiied,  that  tbedstaOi  of  diiatiaiHMlion  were  WMrthig.    TheyhiTeance 
'    "'  'Vnnnnt  statement    The  dUereneaeiisHfitim  the  teal  rate*  efaidtansa 
tatunmt  tieen  IMin  W  t»m  wkatwaa  lawmed  by  «a)s^  as  a  rala  ef 
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— iStaCmwM   StowiHg^  the  retpKthie  pOfmeHU  ishfeh  kaee  been  flunfc  bf 
'"""  •    "•  '  •  I  Jacob  Van  Staphortt,  and  BiAbard.  te  Amtordam,  t 

■  "  "-" — '  -n  accMnt  t^  the  United  Statu. 


June  1 

179S. 
Febniaiy   1 


Jane      ,     1 
September  1 


1793. 
January 


I^jineat  of  M  pteaiiumB  diiwi  ik  tke-  iMUrVt  agreeably  to  the 
tenns  of  the  coDtracI  of  the  4  per  cent.  Loan  of  2,000,000 
florins  -  -  -  -  -  -  '  (^} 

Interest  due  this  date  on  the  said  Loan,  at  4  per  cent.  -  (a) 

Interest  on  the  Loan  or3,000;000  florms,  eommeDcing  tke  1st  aC 
Febnnry,  IIW,  at  6  Mr  tent.        .  -  .  -  m 

Interest  on  the  Loans  of  7,000,000  florins,  at «  per  cenL      -  (a) 

Interest  on  the  Loan  of  2,000,000  florins,  at  4  pei  cent.        -  (a) 
Interest  on  ihe  Loan  of  3,000)000  florins,  conunencing  on  the  Ist 

of  February,  1790,  at  5  per  cent.    -^         -  - 

Interest  on  the  Loan  of  3,5000,000  florins,  commencing  cm  the  Ist 

of  March,  1791,  at  5  per  cent.         -  -  -  -(b) 

Interest  on  the  Loans  of  7pOOfiOO  florins,  at  5  pfr  cenu      -  (a) 
Interest  on  the  Loan  of  6,000,000  florins,  commencing  ontke  1st 

of  September,  1791,  at  5  per  cent.  -  -  -  -.  (b) 

Interest  on  the  Loan  ol  2,050,000  florins,  made  at  Antwerp,  at  4i 

pereeoL      .---..- 

Interest  on  the  Loan  of  3,000,000  florin^  commencing  on  the,lst 
irf*  Juiuuy,  1792,  at  4  per  cent.      -  -  -  -  (b) 


Floruit.  iL  i. 


90,000  0  e 

80,000    0  9 


80,000    0  0 
150,000    D  0 


394^  13  I 
99,250    ft  I 


1,83S,1S»   t  B 


ia>  These  Loans  #ere  negotiated  under  the  late  QoVemment. 
b)  Tbeinteiestpayable  upon  each  of  these  J>>an6,al  the  expiration  of  lh<  flrst  year,  mtnotdK 
upoo  the  entire  capital  bori«ived,  but  in  the  proportion  to  the  time   in  which  the  Loans  wot 
completed. 

Tne  sum  of  1,833,189  florins,  3  stivers  and  8^  deaiersi  h«rc  M««dt  is  Iks  wune  ak  reported  to  At 
House  by  (he  Secretary  on  the  3d  instant,  ik  the  sttVaibent  N«l  1. 

ALEXANDSR  HAMILTON,  lOfcralMjrQ/  tha  Trtanrf. 
Tkbabdbt  Defartment,  February  IX,  179S. 


PUBLIC  FUNDS. 


TREAauBY  Depabtmbst,  Febrauiy  14, 17)0. 
Sib:  I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  in  further  pursuance  <^  (he  order  of  tht  Senate,  cflle 
23d  of  January  past,  three  several  statements^  matted  A,  B,  C. 

A,  bein^  a  general  account  of  revenue  aiia  appropriations :  exhibiting,  on  one  side,  all  the  incnoe 
of  the  United  States,  except  from  the  proceeds  of  Loans  foreign  and  domestic,  to  the  end  of  tlie  y<u 
1792;  on  the  other,  the  respectiTe  amounts  of  tJI  the  appropriatioDS  which  bare  been  made  by  law,  u> 
the  same  period. 

B,  being  a  general  account  of  appropriations  and  expenditures  to  the  same  end'of  the  ye«r  17tt 
Tliis  statement  (akes  up  the  excess  of  the  appropriations  beyond  the  e^Cpenditnre,  to  the  end  tA  the 
year  1791,  m  contained  in  the  account  of  Receipts  and  Expendituiea,  reported  to  the  House  of  Rejn- 
sentatiTes  during  the  Tnesent session;  and,  including  all  tne  subsequent  appropriations  and  eipodi- 
turet  .to  the  end  of  1792,  shows  the  balance  nnsatiafied  of  each  head  of  appropriation, 

C,  being  an  explanatory  statement,  for  the  purpose  of  sbowinc'  a  conformity  between  the  aggnvsK 
of  tin  Muices  of  Appropriation  unsatisfied,  and  the  balance  oi  the  public  income  beyond  the  public 

'    '  '  '"""  "   ''     '  !  atatment  B,  faentMTare  Reported. 

_.  ..^ .  -i^^- ftnwmgthebalai»o«sofBMtr«i»riatiiMM,i8ibr  b- 

tataet  on  the  Public  Detrt— amountiiw  to  («ie  laiUion  three  hundred  kA  wnety-Bve  tbtMisaad  ei^ 


hudnd  and  twenty-four  dollara  and  sizty-fiye  cents.    This  happen) 
ivst  on  the  breign  part  of  the  Debt  has  hen  paid  '    " 
sum  paid  will  consequently  require  to  be  replaced 


,  _ 1  thrceways.    1st.  Theiaie- 

ivst  on  the  breign  part  of  the  Debt  has  ben  paid  in  Europe,  out  of  the  oceeeeds  of  the  Leaa*;  tht 
"     ■"  -  ■     -    •  '       ■     It  of  the  domestic  ftmds,  end  will  operate  a«  Kaa 
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ThePiibtic  nmdh 


equal  sum  had  been  tnniferred  ben  by  dnfis.  M.  The  payment  of  interest  to  ceruiu  Statea,  upon 
the  difference  between  tbeir  quotas  of  the  assumed  Debt,  and  the  snms  subscribed  upon  the  first  Loan, 
has  been  suroended,  in  consequence  of  the  opening  of  the  second  Loan,  to  avoid  a  double  payinent 
of  imereal,  first  to  the  States,  and  next  to  the  subscribers,  trhiab  might  otherwise  Itaspen.  3a.  TiWe 
is  a  part  of  the  PiAlic  Debt  which  has  continued  in  a  forni.  that  has  not  entitled  tne  holders,  under 
the  existing  Uwb,  to  receive  interest,  either  as  subscribers  or  noa-uibscriben. 

There  are  certain  arrears  of  interest,  on  the  port  of  the  Debt  entitled  to  uaterest,  which  did  not  come 
iato  the  accounts  of  the  year  1792. 

This  balance  of  interest,  however,  will  be  a  real  fotoie  expeDditHN.  as,  indeed,  wilt  be  the  case 
with  legard  to  mostof  the  other  boMnces  of  appe)»iatiou.  Tbetewill  be  mEpkiBses,  but  these  snr- 
plusses  cajuwt  exneed,  if  they  equal,  the  sum  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  lo  the  Home 
ot  Repreaenlativee. 

With  perfect  reapact,  I  have  the  howw  to  be,  air,  joor  obedieat  aerraht, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Skcretary  qf  the  Tnamtry. 

The  Vice  PualnBirr  of  the  Umted  StaUa  and  PrtMeM  tf&e  SenaU. 


J  of  the  United  Slatee,  atid 

fear  17l 


charged  thtreon,  to  the  end  of  the 


To  amount  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  of  fines,  penaltiee,  and  forfeit- 
ures, from  the  commencement  of  the  present  Ooveroment  to  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1791  -  - 

To  product  of  duties  on  ipirita  distilled  within  the  United  States,  for  a  half  year, 
endins  the  31st  of  December,  1791,  as  estimated  -  .  .  .  . 

To  product  ol  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  &C.,  for  the  year  1793,  heretofore  es- 
timated at  ---------- 

To  product  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  for  the  same  pe- 
nod,  as  estimated  --------- 

To  cash  received  into  the  Treasury,  IVom  fines,  forfeitures,  and  for  balances,  to 
tlie  end  of  the  year  1791 

To  cash  received  for  arms  and  accoutrements  sold,  fines,  and  peniUties,  balances 
of  accounts  settled  in  the  year  1793,  and  on  account  of  the  first  dividend  de- 
clared by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ------ 


1789. 
Act  Aug.  30 
Sept        29 

1790. 
March      26 
July  ] 


July 
August 


August      10 
August     13 


1791. 
February  11 
March       3 

December23 
Sd  Con. 


Cr.— APrBOPBIATIOMl. 


Do.  for  the  support  of  GoTemment        .           .           - 
Do.  intercourse  with  forei^  natious,  1790  and  1791     - 
Do.                   do.               do.        for  1793 
Do.  for  the  claim  of  John  M>Cofd 
Do.  Indian  treaties        .          .          -          -          - 
Do.  interest  on  Debt,  Foreign  and  Domestic,  for  1791  - 
EK).                    do.                   do.                    for  1793  - 
Do.  for  the  Cutter  estaUishnkent            ... 
Do.  for  Portland  light-boose       .           .           .           - 
Do.  for  disabled  seamen .          .          -          -          - 
Do.  for  sundry  objects    .-.--- 
Do.  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,  being  sUT[dns  of  re 
nue  for  1790 


Do.  for  studry  objects     -  -  - 

Do.  recognition  of  the  treaty  with  Morocco 
Do.  the  protection  of  the  frontier* 
E>o.  officers  of  the  Judicial  Courts 
Do.  the  support  of  Qovemment  fc»  1793 
■41 


•6,534,263  84 

150,000  00 

3^900,000  00 

400,000  00 


754,668  99 

80,000  00 

40,000  00 

1,309  71 

20,000  00 

2,000861  40 

3^,194  73 

10,000  00 

1,900  00 

S48  67 

233,219  97 

1,374,666  40 


312,086  30 

4,066  33 

1,069,332  81 


,c;„,.^,. 
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Ck^— wnotBiAtioR*— CoMfatoed. 


Br  >ppnwiatiwi  for  «  Ugbt-luMiM  <n  BtUfawd 
Do.  Hist  Mkbliihnmt  - 
Do.  WifantngUm  gnsMunr  Kliocd 
Da  ftir  proCMtiM  of  dM  tivMint 
Do.  for  Bundry  object*    -  -  - 

Do.  fbr  oonqMUMMB  to  Catonel  Gibtoa 
Da.  iheclainofiftkiBnnMCMtlag  ' 


"Tto 


flf  »«mm«  tbove  dK  «iifK>ptiu£on,  M  the  nd  bf  Ae  fMr 


HMD 


7,000  0* 

Lsesw 
nsAJOoe 

84,497  «• 
1,000  00 

s,ooeo» 


io,wo^a 

21,762  » 


ALEXAND&B  HAMILTON,  Beerttmy  o/tke  Trtanrg. 
TtfiAaDBr  tfapiBTHBiTT,  JHmory  14, 17931 
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ThebabttM  of  the  tpjptofUtiatu  brought  down  k  .    • 

Prom  wUdi  itiaat  IIm  fbllawing  >nou,  bang  ptyiUs  ont  of  Ob  fanjfn  ftmdt,  n: 
BaltBcewijable  tofcTMgn  offican  -  -  -  •  •      tlTS.W 

Bttlukce  due  (N  '    ''* 


IS  on  uconnt  oTtbe  >iim  TeqiiMUd  br  St.  Dcnungo 


(a.)  The  diflerence  betWMn  Iha  actual  diTideuda  dadarad  on  the  PubUe  Debt  to  the  end  of  the  yeai  17S1,  aa 
contained  in  the  printed  itatament,  and  the  entire  int       -  '     ■    -  ........  .      „.. 

(b.)  The  intereat  on  the  Debt  fbr  the  yeai  1TS3,  ai 


>t  fitf  that  year,  aa  intiimliiil,  iniJuJlm  the  Foteign  Debt. 


t.  DoEoingfo,  four  millian  tWraa. 

(d.)  The  mm  actual);  advanced  lor  the  Mint  eMabliihrnent  dniiog  the  year  1T9S. 

(f.)  The  Debt  pajable  to  fbnlgn  offioera,  eontamplated  in  the  fifth  aection  of  tlw  act  luppleinanlaiT  to  the  act 
Bukuif  pfoviaton  for  tha  Debt  of  the  United  State*. 

(/)  ^  thia  balance  i*  indnded  two  yean"  intcreat  on  tte  Fomgn  Debt,  which  hM  bean  patdoutof  the  Tanigm 
LoMM,  the  aoeouuta  of  wUeh  remain  nnaettled;  alao,  the  intereit  on  that  part  of  the  Dnneatic  Debt  which  lus 
>ot  bean  Amdtd  or  ragialcnd  at  the  Tieaauij,  ao  aa  to  be  entitled  to  a  drridend ;  and,  abo,  die  intenM  due  t» 
Stataaon  the  oniubaeribed  balanoeaof  the  aMidned  Debt,  the  pajment  of  whidiii  at  |n«s«it  fnmnded. 

<^.)  Wananla  fe  •44fi;M8  B8  h>d  b««B  diawn  on  tha  Slat  of  Deo«mb«r,  17M,  towml*  tbe  DeUdoet* 
Fnace,  a*  staled  in  the  Rmrl  of  the  SacMtaiy  of  the  Treaaorj  of  the  3d  of  Jannai;,  1798,  $10,000  ofwhick. 
ltowani%  had  not  bean  paid  bj  tha  Traaanrer  at  that  time,  and,  eaBBBODantlT,  not  ckaifed  in  hi*  aeeonnlai 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  SecnOmj  t^tht  TYtanry. 

Tbbasurt  Dbfihtmght,  Ftbrvarg  14, 1793. 

C.~-Statemetae:chibiting  the  debUchargedupon  the  unexpended  and  vnaMeiUedmxmieq^       United 
Statet,  on  the  iatt  day  of  the  year  1792. 


To  the  Mowing  fonw,  which  reatad 
aa  duTgoi  upOn  the  excea  of  in- 
ooiM  stated  per  contra  on  the  Hat 
DMeeober,  ITH,  m : 

iiiim  iif  iiiiaaliaBid  ajaiiiniiialiian. 
qiacified  in  dw  s<£edale  boto- 


d  for  St. 

Balanoe  rsssnred  to  complete  IbaMy- 
meot  <rf  debt*  due  to  fbieign  officsia 

Debt  doe  ts  the  Bank  of  North  Ame- 
rica, ibr  a  Loan,  without  inteteat  - 

Debt  doe  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  fbr  a  Loan  for  the  War  De- 
partment .  .  .  - 


Balance  of  finvign  fhsd  not  ^eckltj 
apfdied,  and  aabjael  to  dinMMition  • 

Antiria*  of  rereniie  above  the  appro- 
piiatiaBa  to  end  of  1791,  agteeaU; 


•S,eH,I8e  Ot 
900,73<  17 
173,983  11 
lE6,ftaS  M 

400,000  00 


8,704,401  OS 
l,SSS,4n» 


8,U4,6Ba  M 


By  the  eioeei  of  income  bejonc 
actaal  di^mraementa  of  the  1 
fuiy,  to  the  end  of  the  year  i 
including  kll  sumi 


The  balance  of  the  foreign  Aind,  aa  herein  stated,  ia  thus  deduced,  tIs: 
The  total  amount  of  billi  ibawn  was    ■  .  .  •  . 

DodncI— 
Paid  for  the  Cokmy  of  St  Domingo,  as  per  statement  narked  B 
Paid  to  foreign  ofllcen,  as  par  ditto      ..... 
~  '  to  complete  the  payment  for  St.  DoMingo      .  .  - 

lo  eom[dete  the  payment  to  foreign  offioos    ... 


»«,80B,76»  1> 

«4te,tsaB8 

18,SM  7* 

917,119  •• 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secr^arf  y ffte  T^Mmry. 

Tbubdkt  Dbpartmbmt,  /V^mory  1^  1793. 
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Tebabubt  Depabtheht, 

February  19, 1793. 

StfR :  Tb«  last  Letter  which  I  hid  the  honor 
MdrcB  to  the  House  of  RepresMitMiTM  coatUBed 
a  pretty  iiill  exposition  of  the  conduct  and  riews 
of  this  DepartmeBt  ia  regsrd  to^e  Foreiga  Loans. 
There  remain,  howerer,  some  tncidcntel  topics 
which  it  uMj  not  be  expedient  to  pass  otct  i 
leace. 

In  order  to  cany  the  attention  of  the  House 
immeiijiaielT  to  a  just  application  of  the  remarks 
Vhich  will  oe  submitted!  il  is  necessuy  to  pre- 

r^  HfKL  it  is  knoTTO  to  Wve  bera  suggested  (hat 
proceeds  of  the  Foreign  bills  drawi)  tpt  to  this 
cqiisKy  bM  >°  object  «f  public  lUilin^,  ^wshuI 
nme,  and  were  eald^latea  pierely  to  uwluiKBa 
9nt  of  fararitiwB  toTUria  the  Btik  of  the  Uul' 

wiaifttM. 

IthualmtdT  baes  ahiHiRi,  oleulf,  1  Baat,  that, 
bntAa  ths  inattoaicBialkr  of  (h«  nattt  at  the 
Loan  drawn  for  prior  to  April,  179^  amounting 
nearly  to  one-hall  of  the  whole  som.  the  purchases 
«f  the  Debt  which  vere  made  to  tnat  time  could 
aoi  have  been  made;  and  that  these  purchases, 
heaidee  being  the  Meet  detignated  by  law  for  the 
•jpliaftticii  of  Ike  mai,  wvtt  prbdHctire  of  posi- 
ure  and  importaift  adTantfig^ 

How  far  the  operation  could  have  bem  toflu' 
eaced  by  motiTCs  of  favor  to  the  Bank  of  tbe  Unit- 
ed States,  the  foUmriw  &i:U  wil(  »tiU  i^o^  com- 
pletely decide. 

That  Bank  did  not  begia  it*  oyeraiioiu  till  the 
12th  of  December,  IT&l. 

The  Banks  of  North  Anfinca  and  Mew  York 
were  the  agents  of  the  Tmaury  fcr  the  sala  of  (he 
bills  in  question.  Ibey  aoii  tJum,  aollactadi  and, 
«rMt  -A*  axe^tioD  which  will  be  pNaandy  slated, 


The  receipt's  on  account  of  those  biili 

llaich,  1791,  and  concluded  in  March,  UdS. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1791,  as  the  Treasu- 
rer's account  before  the  House  will  show,  the  pub- 
lic cosh  was  deposited  as  follows : 
In  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  -  $133,000  00 
In  the  Bank  ot  North  America  -  471,STS  2S 
In  the  Bonk  of  New  York  -  -     224,677  39 

IntheBankofMassacbusetta  -       65,578  S3 

In  the  Bank  of  Maryland     -  -       60,665  89 

IB  th«Bwkef  Providence  -  •        7,969  61 


Making,  tt^ether 


-  |M3^  75 


There  was  then  also  some  moneys  in  the  Banks 
of  North  America  and  New  York  in  a  course  af 
receipt  which  hod  not  been  passed  over  to  the 
Treasurer ;  but  all  ihe  Mblic  moneys,  of  whatever 
kind,  in  the  Bask  of  iha  United  Sutes,  are  in- 
atadid  ia  the  mborc  ansa  of  1133,000  which  had 
am^  frast  die  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage. 

It  appawt,  then,  that,  on  the  31st  of  December, 
im,  no  ttansfertoT  the  benefit  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Dnind  Stales  had  ktm  mode;  and  that  tbe  ds- 
pOMtet  of  the  Ooremment  there  (ezclunve  of  the 


prooaedaoflhabillaM . —  ___  

at  N«nh  Amtfiaa  and  New  xwk)  uaoiuted  u> 
little  more  than  on».A>iinh  of  the  d 


As  late  as  tbe  1st  of  February,  tbe  State  Baaki 
continued  to  share  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  a  large  proportion  of  the  public  desosiies. 
The  state  of  the  Treasury  then  was  as  fellow^ 

Iq  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  -  S456,S7S  90 

In  the  Bajik  of  North  America  -  151,616  3} 

In  the  Bank  of  New  York  -  -  128.708  il 

Ib  the  Bank  of  Maasachuaettt  .  71,815  5» 

In  the  Bank  of  Marylaad     -  -  49,583  aft 

InlheBatikofPMTidaaee  •  -  7,909  61 


A  cooaaatraiMn  of  the  pabtk  depoaitea  ■  the 
Bank  of  (he  Unhed  Blues  waa  a  neasare  wUek 
grew  out  of  the  rehtion  between  that  eabtUUi- 
ment  and  the  Government ;  yet,  instead  of  hastca- 
ing  it  tfarou^  fkror,  it  was  res«ved  to  l«t  il  have 
a  gradual  course,  so  as  to  consult,  in  a  due  degree, 
the  coBvenieuce  of  the  other  banks,  and  to  wot 
it  rather  by  letting  tbe  public  disbursements  Ul 
upon  the  moneys  in  those  banks  than  by  diieei 
transfer. 

But  a  sute  ot  thu^  t^ttk  pkee  ia  tbe  BMNMh  af 
February,  betwcea  die  Bonks  of  the  UoiMd  Staio 
and  North  Ameriaa,  vhiob  nndeiad  a  nBones- 
peditious  transfer  than  was  maditaicd,  for  the  bbb- 
tual  convenience  of  tba  two  intitnrianii 

The  effect  of  this  was,  that  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  1st  of  March,  stood  aa  feUowa : 
In  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  bates  -  9608,96*  «t 
In  the  Bank  of  Massachuaetts  -       81,769  65 

In  the  Bank  of  New  York  -  -       9S,»»  » 

In  the  Bank  of  North  America       -       31^15  T4 
In  the  Book  of  Providence  -  -        8,404  H 

In  the  Bank  ofUary^nd     -  -      34,752  Sft 


Mftking,  together      -  -  $831,75*  16 

But  at  this  time  there  was  in  the  Bank  of  New 
York,  from  the  piocaeiUof  the  FoKiga  \gOg, 
$121,864  71,  net  UaaWwicd  to  tha  aooanat  o(  (he 
Treasurer. 

This  accumul^em,  howeiver.  m  Ihe  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales  was  ot  very  aiurt  dvatiav. 

On  the  1st  of  April  ensuing,  the  state  of  the  pub- 
lic cash  was  as  follows : 
In  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
In  the  Bant  of  New  York  - 
In  the  Bank  of  North  America 
In  the  Bwk  of  Maasaohaaett* 
In  tbe  Bonk  of  ProvideDoe  - 
In  tba  Bulk  of  MaiflatHl    - 


Making,  together 


■  «35&643  64 
^     254,930  41 

3Uld  74 
'       37,7ia  » 

?,isa  6fi 

■  60^416  n 

■  #751,377  34 


A  similtt  state  of  thiags  laaled  to  the  Itl  of 
June,  comparatively  more  disad van taffeons  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  receipts  of  Kib- 
lic  reveane  eontinued  to  go  itrto  tte  Baak  ^New 
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Toik  lUl  ;t«  Lst  or  April,  1792,  vken  a  brutoh  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  b^«n  to  ojierale 
in  that  city,  Thicb  ia  the  reascn  oiiha  sum  m  the 
Bank  of  New  York  bearing  so  ueai  a  pr^poruoft 
to  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  $utee,  and  so 
fu  exceeding  the  Bank  of  North  America.  By 
iftu  tioMj,  alM,  the  balance  of  the  proseeds  of  Fo- 
reign bilb  had  been  p«s«ed  to  the  account  of  the 
Treasurer,  yet  still  remaining  in  deposits  iu  the 
Bank  of  New  York. 

Theae  riews  of  the  itate  c^  tbe  public  cash  ate 
ComfonoabU  to  the  Treuurer'a  statement  of  haU'- 
moothly  balances,  a>;GOin{ianying  my  loiter  of  the 
IStbinstuu. 

The  Mmt  statement  vilt  show  that  a  ptopoi- 
ti<m  of  (he  public  deposites  bas  conluHea,  sinoe 
the  Ist  of  Airil,  1792,  in  the  State  bu>k»-in  ihoee 
of  North  America  and  New  York  dawn  (o  the 
end  of  the  period  which  thai  stateliest  anbra«e«, 

FMia  tbMe  detail^  the  faUpwiug  infeieocee  are 
jedwble: 

That,  aa  &r  ae  any  adrantage*  may  han  ao- 
orued  from  the  depptita^  gn  aeaount  oi  the  Fo- 
reign bills  drawn  prior  to  April  1792,  they  a&i 
ccwd  Bubsia^tiaUy  to  the  Banksof  North  Aiae^ca 
and  New  York,  not  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Sntes,  or  to  its  brancbet.  That,  i*  tnuuGnring 
the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  QoTeanMai  from 
the  pre-existiug  banks  to  that  d'  the  United  States 
^nd  Its  dependwiu,  a  cavtions  regard  has  Item 
paid  to  the  coarenience  of  the  foraur  iAstit«tio4», 
and  the  reverse  of  a  pi^ifiy  twditty  solicitous  for 
the  accommodation  d  the  £taukk  of  the  Uniled 
States  has  prevailed-  Indeed,  so  much  has  thia 
be«n  tb^  a*sc  that  it  might  be  proved,  if  it  weie 
proper  to  enter  into  the  proof,  that  a  cntioifm  baa 
tteea.  brought  u^n  the  conduct  of  the  Uenartr 
■OUM,  a*  conauluog  Wss  the  acnoKaqUKlation  of  the 
last^mentiooed  instituiion  than  was  due  to  its  re- 
latioD  to  the  GovernmeBt  and  to  the  sarVieet  ex- 
pected &oi»  a. 

Bm  further  examination  will  detnonttrate  aft- 
othec  point,  which  is,  that  none  of  the  estaUish- 
nents  in  Question  have  reoeired  any  accommoda- 
ticm*  which  were  tu>t  in  (ler&ct  ctHtxeidence  with 
tha  public  interest,  and  in  the  due  and  propev 
fouiwe  qt  eients. 


objects— one,  the  slate  of  the  Treavury  at  the 
conmvvcemeftt  ot  eaeh  quarter,  duiina  the  y«rs 
1791  and  1792  i  the  other,  the  state  of  Uie  market 

in  regasd  to  the  priM*  of  stock  during  the 

years. 

These  periods  ai%  selected  because  they  afliwd 
the  truest  criterion  of  (he  slate  of  the  Treasury, 
£tam  time  to  time,  being  those  at  which  the  jMin- 
cipal  public  payments  are  made,  and  for  which  il 
is  aecaaaaiy  to  m  prepared  ^  intecuadiatc  aoen- 
mulations. 

The  state  of  the  Tieacauy  at  the  periods  in  qaes- 
ttou  wa*  as  follows  1 

In  the  year  ITSl'^ 
January  In 

Maich  I        -  .  .  .     37^434  63 

W 1  .  -  .  ^     fi33,$38  34 

itetoW  1     -  ...  .    663^  9Q 


la  the  rw  1798^ 
January  X     - 
April  1 
July  1 
October  1     • 

In  the  year  1795— 
January  I     -  .  ,  .     T8W12  3T 

Thia  appears  front  the  stateniNits  Noe.  4  and  Si 
&tiwaided  with  my  hut  (.etter. 

The  slate  of  the  stook  market  duriw;  the  serentl 
quarters  of  the  same  yean  wsa  as  folfinn  t 

PiBST  QOAItTEB  OF  1791. 

Six  per  cents,     ftom     16s.    9d.    to    17s.    64, 

mi. tg..fJrom       8s.    6d.    lo      Bs.    44. 

es.    6d.    to      St.    4d, 
eaooif D  duBtw  or  ITftl. 
Six  per  cents.,     ftom      ITs.    M    t»    17s.    M 
Three  per  cents.,  fkom        9s.    Od.    to    19b.    Od. 
Deferred,  fVom        8s.  lid.    to      9a.    4d. 

T«i.a9  Oqajitw  of  1791. 
itSL      from      Ih,  lOd.    to    OU    Sdi 
Thiee  per  cents.,  froA        Ssb    M.    to    Ita^    Sd 
Defened.  fi)on        St.    U.    to    Ufa.  Md. 

As  early  ai.  the  flth  of  August,  Ae  wf  pt*  eeMa. 
nporan  riK  to  91s.,  but,  by  ih«  I6«h,  thef 
m  ta)  flfia;  eo  the  Sfth,  th^  had  rian  ta 


-     430,914  61 


80a.6d.,aiidwMeBi 


»^iBM  that  rate,  bat 


acrer  loweedariag  the  rest  of  the  qnaMer. 

As  early  aa  the  23d  of  Jnlr,  the  mm  per  centat 
had  leaohed  ISs^  and  were  sonetimea  higher,  bM 
"^rer  lower  dnnng  Ibe  rest  of  the  quarter. 

On  the  sad  of  July  the  defaned  ^o  reached 
ISa,  aad  aOeiwakb  noae  te  ISa  ftd. 

FOUBTH  ClOAIITEIt  OF  1791. 

Sixper«<at«^  from  30a.  4d.  to  S2s.  44 
Thfee  pet  ceabt,  fmn  13a-  3d.  le  13e.  SiL 
Dafemid,  from      Us.    8d.    to    Ifl*.    Cft 

The  prisea  ware  lowest  in  the  aasAy,  mi  he|^ 
est  in  the  latter  part  of  the  qoaiter. 

During  the  whole  rf  the  mouth  of  Decembea, 


FmaT  QcAnTER  or  1792. 

Six  per  cents.,      from      31s.    Od.    to    aSs.  Od. 

Three  pes  seab,  bom      13s.    6d.    lo    Usl  Od. 

Defemd,            from     13a    M.    to    16a.  01 
The  low  ptieet  were,  in  the  laK  ten  days  «t 
Uaeeh. 

SXCONO  QtARTGR  OP  1798. 

Six  per  cents.,      from      30s.    Od.    to    22s.  64- 

Three  per  cents.,  from      13s.    Od.    to    13s.  9^ 

Deferred,             from      IK    6d.    to    13s.  44* 

Thi«d  OiiaBTSB  Of  179a. 

81s  per  eents.,      ftmn      21*.    Od.    (o    SSs.  Qft. 

TliiM  per  cents.)  from      lis.    4d.    to    13b.  6d. 

Deftrred,              fr<mi      IBs.    3d.    to    ISs.  N. 

FoiraTH  Q^f  BTtH  OF  1192. 

SiipnrceBta,      from      30e.    Sd.    t*    31a  M. 

Three  pel  oaiUa,fron      18s.    3d.    to    19a.  61. 

iDcfemd,            from      lU  lOd.    to    13s.  OA. 
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Id  October,  the  deferred  wu  at  the  highest.  The 
lowest  prices  were  in  the  mmith  of  December. 

Thia  view  of  the  subject  is  derived  from  aaiate- 
ment  of  prices,  pursuaiit  to  actual  purchases  &iid 
sales,  furnished bjr  a  dealer  of  thiscity,  respectable 
for  his  intelligence  aod  probity,  nombiDed  with  the 
accounts  from  time  to  time  published  in  the  Oe- 
tttteof  the  United  States.  The  papers  marked 
(A  x)  and  (B  y)  are  transmitted  for  the  more  par- 
ticalai  information  of  the  House  on*thl<i  head. 

The  market  prices  of  stock  no  doubt  varied  &1 
other  places  i  at  some  may  have  been  higher,  al 
others  lower.  At  Philadelphia,  loo,  it  is  beliered 
that  small  sums  were  obtainable  at  particular  pe- 
riods, from  necessitous  indiriduab,  below  the 
prices  in  the  statement. 

But  there  is  good  ground  of  reliance  that  it 
fobstantially  a  just  repiesentatioD  of  the  state  of 
the  stock  market  during  the  periods  to  which  it 

The  state  of  the  Treasury  from  the  first  of  Ja- 
nnary  to  the  first  of  October,  1791,  may  be  said  to 
have  been  at  its  proper  level,  ethibiting  none,  or 
an  inconsiderable  excess  beyond  the  sum  which 
baa  been  mentimed  as  necessary  to  be  there,  and 
ooneeraing  which  a  farther  explanation  has  been 
Komiaed^d  will  be  gives  in  the  oonrK  of  this 
Letter.  The  pnblic  parehaset  in  Angnst  and  Sep- 
tember, 1791,  ammmted  to  (349,744  99. 

In  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1791,  beginning 
with  the  moalh  of  November,  and  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  year  1793,  there  appears  to  have  been 
an  excess  of  some  magnitude  in  the  Treasury, 
being  from  about  $2m,0O0  to  about  $450,000. 
T^ing  the  first  quarter  of  1792  as  the  truest  cri- 
terion,  (which  it  certainly  was,  because,  at  the 
expiration  of  that  quarter,  the  payment  of  interest 
on  the  assumed  debt  began,  and  was  to  be  pro- 
vided for,)  the  real  excess  ought  to  be  considered 
as  t25O,0OO,  with  the  addition  of  about  $SO,000 
than  in  the  Bttik  of  North  Amerie^  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  Amsteidun  bills,  beytnd  the  advances  of 
the  Bankfw  the  public  service,  which  had  not 
been  passed  into  the  Treasurer's  aecotmt.  It  is 
proper  to  remark  that  the  coursa  of  importations 
occasions  large  receipts  in  the  latter  part  of  each 
year,  which  circumstance  contributed  to  the  ac- 
cumulation in  question. 

From  the  last  of  November  to  about  the  31st  of 
Uarch,  an  investment  of  the  excess  on  band  in 
purchases  was  imptBcticaUsk 

To  enable  the  House  to  understand  what  is 
meant  by  saying  that  pufcbanes  were  imptactica- 
Ue  during  that  period,  it  is  necessary  to  add.  that 


the  prices  of  stock  exceeded  the  limits  whick  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  had  pre- 
scribed to  themselves.  Indeed,  a  large  proportion 
of  the  time  those  prices  were  manifestly  artificial, 
and  such  as  predicted  a  great  fall  not  tar  distant. 
The  delay  incurred  wu  accordingly  well  compen- 
sated by  the  prices  al  which  investm«)ats  were 
afterwards  made. 
From  the  Slst  of  March  to  the  25lh  of  April, 

purchases  were  effected  to  the  extent  of  tS4S,688  _     _  _         

51  in  specie;  within  $80,000  or  $00,000  of  what    Hence,  with  a  inoderaie  allowance  for  deiay  in 
aonld  have  been  qnred,  comaateDlly  with  the  nik  [  the  sales,  the  period  contemplated  by  the  armge- 


iMieer  1 
entially 


which  has  been  mentioned,  as  proper  to  regnlatt 
the  arrangements  of  the  Treasury. 

But  two  circumstances  opmled  against  a  fiip- 
ther  investment — a  sudden  rise  of  prices,  and  a 
state  of  temporary  disorder  in  the  two  pnneipal 
mercantile  scenes  of  the  country,  (occaaoned^ 
the  excessive  speculations  that  had  preevded^ 
which  admonished  the  Treasury  to  be  eauiiovs 
in  its  disbursements. 

It  results  from  the  foregoing  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, that,  as  fiir  as  any  extraordinary  stnn  naay 
appear  to  have  remained  imemployed  m  the  banks 
!r  term  than  was  desiraue.  it  proceeded  es- 
ly  from  a  state  of  things  which  did  not  per- 
employment,  and  is  m  no  degree  attnb«- 
table  to  that  spirit  of  favoritism  towards  those  ea- 
tablishments,  or  any  of  them,  which  has  been 
imagined,  as  the  solution  of  appearances  not  right- 
ly undetstood  and  much  overrated. 

The  only  question,  then,  of  which  the  matter  is 
susceptible  is  this:  Was  not  the  state  of  thinga 
that  did  take  place  to  have  been  foreseen,  so  as  to 
have  influenced  the  drawing  for  a  proportionably 
less  sum? 

This  question  may  safdy  be  answered  in  the 
n«rative. 

The  bills,  the  proceeds  of  which  contributed  to 
constitute  tne  excess,  which  reokained  unemploy- 
ed during  the  two  quarters  wwe  drawn  in  Sby, 
1791.  In  that  month,  the  highest  prices  of  stock 
were  17s.  Sd.  for  six  per  cents.,  9s.  3d.  for  three 
per  cents.,  and  93.  3d.  for  deferred. 

No  reasonable  anticipation,  at  this  jnnctnre,  (^ 
the  progressive  rise  of  stock  could  have  carried  it 
in  so  short  a  time  to  the  height  which  it  attained, 
or  beyond  the  limits  within  wliich  purchases  were 
deemed  advantageous.  The  rapid  and  extraordi- 
nary rise  which  did  ensue  was,  in  fact,  artificial 
and  violent,  such  as  no  discreet  calculation  ofpro- 
babilities  could  have  pre-supposed.  It,  therefore, 
cannot  impeach  the  prudence  or  expediency  of 
having  made  provision,  on  a  different  sopposition, 
for  an  extension  of  pure  bases. 

The  proceeds  of  the  bills  which  were  drawn 
subsequent  to  May,  only  began  to  be  collected  abont 
the  b^inning  of  February,  and  continued  in  cot- 
lection  until  the  29th  of  March.  On  tlu  2d  of 
February,  the  sum  received  amounted  to  no  mwe 
than  #13,431  33. 

These  last  bills  were  diawn  when  the  npid  rise 
of  stock  COTnmenced,  and  were  sold  upon  a  credit 
of  three  months.  It  was  a  natural  conjecture  that 
a  rise  so  sudden  and  violent  could  not  be  of  long 
duration,  and  that  a  declension  would  shortly  suc- 
ceedj  which  would  afford  an  opportunity  of  par- 
chasiop  with  advantage,  and  render  the  mterrea- 
tion  of  public  purchases  advantageous,  En  moce 
than  one  respect.  The  event  ful^  correapamded 
with  the  anticipation. 

With  regard  to  the  bills  drawn  inApril  last,  it 
has  been  stated  that  they  were  directed  to  be  sold 
upon  a,  credit  of  six  months;  that  those  drawn  in 
July,  August,  and  October,  were  made  pay^ile, 
one  moiety  in  two,  the  other  mOiely  in  four  months. 
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Blent  foT  the  eomnMncemrat  of  teedpto  ww  tbc 
mcKtili  of  Ociobet,  that  far  their  consammBtiMi 
the  month  of  FebmaTy. 

The  indueemenU  to  the  drawing  of  tfaese  hills 
bare  been  sttted.  The  present  exarainalion  has 
Tfilation' merely  to  the  queition  whether  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  by  premeditation  of  this  De- 
partment, Of  Bubsequent  onusaiona,  had  enjoyed 
any  undue  advantage  from  the  deposites  of  the 
proceed*  of  the  bills  at  the  end  of  the  jrear  1708, 
tbe  point  of  time -to  which  tJua  inquiry  has  re- 
faience. 

The  statement  which  has  been  made  as  to  the 
time  the  t^oatfa  reeeived  to  that  period  had  re- 
mained in  depoMte  mkht  alooe  be  relied  npoo  as 
a  snfiicient  answer.  If  delinqaency  can  be  attach- 
ed to  the  Bon-employBientof  one  or  two  hiutdied 
thousand  dollars  for  a  few  we^t^  in  the  money 
<q>erati(His  of  a  nation,  it  implies  a  minateness  td" 
i«spoBBibUity  whidi  coold  nerer  be  eneonntered 
Witb  prnd^ee,  and  nerer  will  be  fulfilled  in  prac- 
tice. The  distracticHis  of  attention  incident  to  a 
great  and  compIicBled  scene  of  business,  would 
alone  disappoint  the  expeetabon. 

Bat  I  hare  more  than  this  to  offer  upon  the  pre- 
sent oceasictt.  The  opportunity  for  inresting  the 
latweys  on  hand,  duxin^  the  period  in  qaestion, 
waa  not  broiable.  Thu  was  axperienced  by  the 
Treasotec,  in  his  endearors  to  invest  the  fond 
axisuig  from  the  interest  on  the  purchased  Debt 
There  was  no  ^tt  bat  the  deferred  which  could 
be  had  at  all  within  the  limits  prescribed.  Sere- 
■alindiea(i*Hisof  an  ajqireachii^  nbimi  autre  ad- 
Tantageous  far  ptuohases  were  discemibU,  and  a 
better  employmeni  of  the  tmmey  dian  at  the  then 
pfiees  preeenieditself  to  the<^onoftheL^ula- 
tw«.  This  mode  of  employing  it  formed,  in  my 
mind,  part  of  a  general  plui  (or  'the  regular  re* 
dranption  tit  the  Public  Debt,  aocotdtng  to  the 
right  reserved  to  the  €ktremmenL  The  one  per 
cant  which  mi^ht  be  mred  was  r^arded  as  one 
means  erf  constituting  the  proposed  annoities. 

-AcGOidinghr,  on  the  3Dtb  of  Norember  last,  pm- 
aaant  to  a  referencs  of  the  22d  of  diat  month,  and 
cmuMcted  with  the  plan  of  redemptieMt  contem- 
plated, I  submitted  to  tbe  House  of  Representa- 
tires  a  proposition  for  applying  the  monms  in 
question  towards  discharging  the  Debt  wkiim  tbe 
Goremment  owes  to  the  Bank,  and  upon  irtiich 
an  mteiesl  of  six  per  cent  is  payable.  This  was 
manifestly,  at  the  time  of  the  ]»opositton,  tbe  most 
pofitable  use  that  could  be  nude  of  the  fund.  It 
has  been  already  slated  that  it  would  produce  a 
larii^,  if  extended  to  the  whole  two  millions,  wmrth 
to  the  Go>remmeat  an  annual  sum  of  twenty  thoM 
sand  dtJiars— -equal  to  a  capital  of  four  hundred 
diousand  dcdlara. 

This  proposition  tended  to  accelerate  the  em- 
ployment of  the  moneys  on  hand,  in  a  way  the 
most  benefioial  to  the  Qoremment,  and,  coase- 
qneatly,  to  Morten  the  duration  of  the  adrantage 
to  (he  baidts  of  holding  (hem  by  way  of  deposhe. 
I  submit  it  to  lite  oandor  o[  the  Hoase,  whether  it 
be  not  full  eridenoe  that  there  was  no  di^nsition 
on  my  part  to  prolong  to  those  institutions  a  bene- 
fit at  theaxpensc  of  the  Ooiwnnieut 


ion  of  the  I 


undue  concession  to  the  in- 
af  the  banks  has  been  founded,  Respects  the 
Domestic  Loanswhich  have  been  obtained.  Those 
of  them  which  have  been  made  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  are  represented  as  unnecessary,  lend* 
ins  to  afford  an  emolument  to  that  institution,  for 
which  the  United  Slates  had  no  equivalent  adran- 
tage. 

It  will  conduce  to  a  uMreet  jodgmenl  ctf  this 
matter  to  tesume  a  point  alresny  touched  upon, 
and  toaddherechefurtheriUustrationsof  it  which 
hare  been  prtnuised,  to  wit :  that  it  ought  to  be  a 
general  principle  to  have  constantly  in  tbe  com- 
mand or  dte  Treasury,  at  its  different  places  of  de- 
posite,  a  sum  of  about  $600,000— a  principle,  too, 
which  must  be  tmderstood  with  reference  to  the 
be^inninas  of  the  quarters  of  a  year,  when  the 
chirfpnoiic  payments  are  made  and  making. 

The  foUowmg  observations  will  apply  genially 
to  the  balances  which  appear  at  the  commence- 
ment of  each  qnarler.  The  i^eatest  part  of  the 
interest  for  the  preceding  qoatter  will  have  bera 
then  deducted,  but  a  part  is  always  in  a  difi^rent 
situation. 

The  payment  of  interest  uptm  a  Public  Debt,  at 
thirteen  different  pluM,  is  an  operation  as  difficult 
and  complicated  as  it  is  new.  In  carrying  it  into 
execution,  it  is  of  necessity  to  lod^,  for  some  time 
jHrevious  to  the  expiration  ol  eadi  quarter,  at  se- 
veral of  the  Loan  Offices,  drafts  of  the  Treasurer 
for  the  sums  estimated  to  be  necessary  at  those 
<Aces,  with  blanks  for  the  direcboo,  and  with  li- 
berty to  the  respective  officers  to  dispose  of  them 
upon  different  places,  as  a  demand  accrues.  This 
ariangement  has  an  eye  to  two  purposes — to  avoid 
laige  prerions  accumulations  at  particolar  points; 
toiBcilitate  theplacing  of  the  requisite  sums  where 
Iheyare  wanted  without  the  transportation  of  spe- 
cie. The  allowing  of  the  drafts  to  be  disposed  of 
on  several  {daces  gives  larger  scope  to  a  demand 
for  them,  aiid  renders  them  more  easily  saleable. 
But  it  is  a, consequence  of  this,  that  a  part  of  the 
drafts  are  oftcoi  not  placed  and  bron^t  into  the 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer  until  some  time  after 
the  expiratiMi  of  the  quarter.  The  fund  for  them 
of  conrse  appears  on  hand  until  the  transaction  ia 
completed. 

Coimected  witii  the  cireumstanceof  paying  tbe 
interest  npooi  the  PnbUc  Debt  at  different  places  is 
this  further  conseqaence ;  the  transfers  continual- 
ly goiiv  on  from  one  office  to  another  render  it 
impossible  to  know  at  any  moment  when  provis- 
ion dm  the  payment  of  interest  is  to  be  made,  what 
sum  is  requisite  at  each  place.  Estimate  must 
sap^y  the  want  of  knowledge ;  and,  to  avoid  dis- 
appointment anywhere,  the  eatitpaK  most  always 
be  laige,  and  a  correspondent  sum  pkiced  in  the 
power  of  the  Commissionera.  This  cirotmutance 
aiooe  requires  an  extra  sum  at  the  different  [Jaces 
of  payment,  which  might  not  to  be  computed  at 
less  tfaan  tSO.OOO. 

Again:  the  snmspayable  on  account  of  the  Civil 
List,  at  the  sad  a!  each  quarter,  wbicfa.  amount  to 
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about  fifty  thoiUMod  <loUm  ezchuire  ot-wktt  re- 
lates to  the  two  Houses  of  Congtew,  are  ahMva 
is  a  coarse  of  paynent  Sat  wme  tim*  iritkin  tne 
succeediag  qiuner.  The  fund  fin  them,  comaa- 
queutly,  aweu*  ia  the  moacya  on  haad  at  tbe  b»- 
gimtip^  oi  suoh  quaiMr. 

A^iB :  tkere  axe  etxmWaAj  ooanderable  ancara 
of  existing  appropnatioas,  foi  which  dsHaa^  on 
the  Tieaauiy  an  M  every  moment  poadUe ;  the 
time*  when  they  will  be  preaealed,  aad  to  wka« 
extent,  at  any  eiren  tim^betng  in  a  great  degree 
ea^uent-  TMarManlbitheditteteDtalijectaof 
the  W«i  Dwartetwt  can  seldom  faa  etfimated  ai 
laa  than  tlSOiOOQ. 

It  it  preaiuned  to  be  a  clear  priBoiple  that  the 
Treasnry  ou^t  to  he  always  ready  to  tut  iHeh 
anewrs  aa  may  be  eUiiiMd  at  BTwy  iiuMtu  or  witl»- 
Ib  any  fdKK.t  period.  An  how^  ^stteae  or  a»- 
Wratsmeat,  to  make  good  a  pwUici  pa^sient,  ai- 
ready  diw,  would  be  baMAil  to  public  ondit  II 
'  i£  Deenatuifonn 


tmtion  oT  the  Treaaury  Mrar  to  ruk  aoch  dimess 


lodepeadeikd/,  tbenAve,  of  the  weighty  < 
ndentuHt  of  baing  picfBicd  (eapecially,  with  a 
on  haRd,Iiabl«  erety  ■MutcatM  giealetexteiuioa) 
for  future  casualties,  the  mere  satisJactioa  of 
rears  oqghl  to  cauM  Ac  conMaAi  rcacrratioii  i 
Hn  that  would  be  nwderately  stated  at  hmtf 
mm  which  it  haa  beeft  alleged  ou^  alwa-ya  ti 
IK  the  Treaaury.    It  is  to  be  ohienred,tbM  it  i 
BM  itftea  hi^ipea  th«t  d»  cnrreat  noeipts  la  be 
•speeted  in  any  immadiatelT  suoeeediag  qnarMr 
IK  tikely  to  exceed  the  pcobaUe  expesditnre  of  the 


qtiaiterkThereTe»euaaoft«BllM< 

greater  neoeasity  of  reaJBlaiiiiaga  oanataiU  »Br|hia. 
Therft  w*  atm  othar  ooaaideiatkiiis  <£  we^t, 
in  a  just  astimAle  of  the  patat  is  MMatioB. 
The  sum  alated  aa  necessaiy  to  he  alway 
apmmaod  of  Ihe  TreaMiry  ta  Barer  ia  &ei  ai  Ifae 
Beat  of  the  OoTcnutMat,  where  Jar  the  graaCaat 
Mrt  of  the  public  di^Dnamcati  an  le  be  made. 
The  deposiwhea  of  it  aie  the  B«*«nl  baiika  fron 
OhtilsMoD  to  BoatcB.  The  whole  sum,  tharefbre, 
am  never  be  brought  iuo  imMfiJialr  aelion  for 
WUwemigiheelBimaaneDilM  Tfoaory.  Hoput 
can  bepfopedy  Tiewoaaa  in  thje  situatioitbeyand 
New  York  on  the  tme  aide,  and  Baltimore  on  the 
oihar.  WhateTBi  pail  ia  more  remeie  than  ihoae 
points  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  capable  of  baing 
eonmawMd  in  leta  tinM,  upon  an  averaatk  than 
lixtv  daya,  neking  aUoWnoe  for  the  mwu  «Uvb 
a  thcaaleofhilla,aadtheaaMa  taims  of  oedk, 


^ich  experience  ^s  shown 
In  etimaring  the  effeetiTe  una  at  any 


sant. 


practice  tar  the  simpUfr- 
I  Mok  aceoaat  began  with 
Hioa,  has  been  caotiBWd 


bud  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  &tate^  it 
fw-  the 

:acai 

the  Bank  of  North  Amcrioa, 
widt  the  fiairil  or  the  United  Slata^  of  tlua  ua- 
tae:  tbeUUa  dnwn  by  dw  TMaaurertnon dia- 
lan(  pkMC,  an4  deposed  with  the  Bank  ier  sala, 
sneimnednUdy  passed  to  hia  credit  as  cash,  thongh 
they  are  allowed  to  be  sold  at  credits  horn  dtiity 
tn  sxty  daya.  and  it  is  sndersMod  that  the  no- 
oeeda  arc  not  dnaandaUa  td  the  Baak  tiU  they 


nreccMecIed.  Hence,  the  apparent  Man  in  tka 
Bank  of  the  United  Slatee  ia  always  greater  iha 
' '  iB  reaL  sometimes  to  a  lurre  amoont. 
Thaaednciionatobemadeforihisqwmaetance 
«  shown  in  the  Treasnrai'B  batf-cooniUy  ■•■•»• 
meat  of  balances,  i4o.  6,  bemniagwidi  the  latcf 
June,  1708^  and  ending  wi&  tbe  ist  ttf  Jantiary, 


jfMfruajvt  thoM  deduetioiu  appears  to 
hare  been  objected  to,  by  anticipation,  on  twa 
gronndn-HnM,  thnt  iha  bib  depeaitad  aaxwtx  all 
(he  pnrpoacs  of  easli,  and  ought  to  be  credited  at 
snob,  mi  the  laoeipl  of  them  j  tbe  otb«r,  that "  tboia 
is  g  rcgyair  and  ooniCanl  iniux  of  moneys  iate  iha 
Bank,  by  tbe  epesaticn  of  these  biHs,and  ihni  it  it 
not  vary  matoiid  wheKwr  a  bitl  Mged  in  ito 
Barii  Whday  shontd  W  fnid  to4>y.  prorifed  wmm 
thing  like  the  same  sum  ahouU  be  pnid  m  oona» 
■sacaof  a  bill  lodged  in  Bank  CBeoctw^noMfc/ 
^andlhebi41orio<daTdwtdd  be  pnidoaww 
vo  moM^  hince." 

Neither  the  one  no*  the  other  of  thesa-twe  poi^ 
toae  iaocnect 
b  no  aeasc  ore  the  nolaa  of  the  paiahaaaiarf 
ke  bills,  whic^  an  tdnn  paynUa  in  thirty,  ftatf' 
ve,  ana  sixty  Mj*!  tka  same  thing  le  a  bank  as 
aah.  it  is  enAant  it  ootdd  not  pay  its  (Mm  bills 
rith  those  noteat  Inthkymnatypartietilnr.theee 
aae,  the  etnipariion  iails.  NeMier  coold  ti  make 
disooants  vpaa  the  baait  of  these  noteaaaewh) 
baeanae  ««T  disount  grveaniigbttoa  hocTOMB 
to  call  and  reMire  in  eein,  tf  he  pleasaa,  the  amonat 
of  the  Mua  diacowucd.  -  Notes  ore  net  eoia,  nee 
do  dtey  ooadltr  an  e^atal  pewca  m  pay. '  It  is  ir«a, 
that  a  bank  will,  in  its  d)seouats.  mue  some  eal- 
enlalisn  on  cnpecMd  laee^]  but  it  can  new 
eoBsider  thcH  aa  e^valcnt  to  caA  m  kna^  no* 
operate  npon  thm  m  any  degree  to  thoMne  es- 
Icsu  aa  npon  equal  sdms  m  eaab.  If  notes  pny- 
aUe  at  fatore  paweds  wcrMqniuatant  tecath,  Ifcea 
enry- diaoooQi  made  by  a  bimk  would  oonfct  n  fe> 
culty  u  idhIn  another  for  an  epulMiBt  for  that* 
ia  always  a  notadmsited  Aw  the  si 
and  the  power  of  duoom 


Oil  Had 


iis 


never  be  aetsd  npon 


mishl,  by  the  nve 

Aa  hnotheetfof 

hyaayptv 


bonk,  nnd  eoaU  net  be  long 
acted  upon  wiAoW  rain  to  the  luiiMtktL  it  w 
to  faaebaervad,  that  tha  great  profltnUe  btvinam 
of  a  bank  ewisists  in  diacountlBa. 

ThoM  is  tan  one  light  in  mnh  the  aesitisa 
under  iisaminwliaii  is  in  any  degraa  fenndadi 
ill  ia  thia,  that,  wne  it  aot  far  the  instrmncntatttf 
of  the  billa,  the  spcaic  cf  the  Bank  wooM  besotM- 
times  remitted  for  purposes  iriiioh  are  anaworod 
bythabiUa.  Asoficn  as  Ais  honienc,  ther  aaea 
snbstitaie  ta  tbe  Banh  for  cash,  becanse  thay  pMi 
vent  e^nivalent  sonu  iVem  bung  eairted  awap. 
Bnt  this  only  somatimea  happona.  In  iiiiniamaa 
insfancta,  the  enluip  pises  to  wfaieh  tha  bilk  aia 
Eubcervicat,  wedd  not  be  vadertafan  ox  aH^  ven 
it  not  for  the  pvmr  of  antieipation  whioh  tka 
oredits  upon  them  aflbrd.  in  many  ether  »• 
bills  of  tlM  Bank  iteeif  itvM  bam- 


v.^,. 
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iBkt«4  faulMd  <rf  q>Mw;  in  othcn,  pimM  bttti 
vooU  be  tubaiitiiMd  -,  in  oiben,  matml  cradib 
batweoB  the  meiehaau,  to  b«  b^aktatetl  u  tb 
coBtM  of  muMal  doKlinn,  vonU  aop^y  the  calL 
Uenae  ji  »  only  tnie  iLu  Treunir  biUa  aeme- 
tiuMs  umnr  tha  pwww  of  ««th  lo  th»  Btak, 
whence  it  does  pot  foUow  thst  tbcy  oogkt  ahnvt 
to  be  «Qiui4eNd  Mid  crediied  dfdmtiTet)'  u  cm. 
hia«ko  tne.  tbonah  in  a  le«  deffree,  Am  hoIm 
deposited  with  ike  Bank  b]r  indtTicbwls  for  eoUee- 
tion,  aonetiiaca'uuwer  10  it  thepaipoMaefenh; 
*"*  it  will  be  nmiiij  pet«eived  that  it  would  be 


woidd  be,  Ifaal  the  Bank  wonld  make  an  adrancc. 
of*  jifBHWit  RUm  withoat  inteteet,  Sat  a  mua  to  be' 
neviTad  infMnie. 

An  amBgement,  vdee^  haabaen  ft»  aniM  (in* 
d«>«Bdiaj  between  the  Bank  of  the  Doited  Statea 
aad  AcTieaeunF,  iM>Heeu)ingtodMGo«BriKneai 
Ike  ftdvaiitage  of  an  immediate  abaotaiH  eiedil  fcr 
the  faiUa  depaiiwd,  aa  lo  maeh  oaab,  to  he  eoi^led 


It  praeMd  oa  that  haaia.    The 

-'-MW  ahiili  have  "■ =*— ' 

n  than  the  liet. 
A  anm  reeeiTed  to-day,  for  a  bill  defMiited  two 
BwMha  jmA,  eaa  in  no  new  be  deemed  a  nibeti- 
tnta  foi  the  amomit  of  a  bill  deposited  to-day,  to 
be  taeeiTcd  two  iQOMha heaee.  Itietobaiemem- 
hsMd,  that  the  amoant  tt  ihe  fiiai  UM  waa  itMlf 
aea^Mdatlhetimeofthe  d^oaito;  a^d  that  the 
HUB  taeeived  to-day  on  that  aeenant,  cab  tnlr 
nahae  tho  anteetdcni  oredit.  It  eaanot  repre- 
aent,  or  be  an  equvaknt  for  the  AitON  recetpl 
upon  a  different  bill.  To  afflim  that  it  QmJd,  la 
ta  make  ona  sum  the  tapicwDtalire  «f  two.  The 
ennacqaenoe  of  tha  reawiny  woald  be,  that  lh« 
Chxretament  oagkL  to  Maeire  the  meney  paid  In 
i»4ar  aa  a  tatiiftetiaB,  a*  well  fbt  dta  bill  deyo- 
akted  to-day,  aa  for  that  which  waa  depaaited  twv 
■ncMhapaet. 

liakmf  the  piopei  dedwttions  OD  Boeovnt  of  the 
UUa  Ike  amoant  <rf  the  eSMttve  c«uk  in  rtte  banks 
at  Phikdelphia,  New  York,  and  Baltimore,  ww, 
•Othe  let  of  Jnae,  •Se7,Wl  11;  inothci  faanka, 
IhcrawaathenalaothefaMberaumof  t^JAl  89, 
maUag,  togethw,  «5«t,e83.  The  amoant  ot  the 
taiclire  cash  co  the  M  of  My,  ia  the  banka  at 
Philadelphia,  New  Yoih,  and  Baltimore,  was 
t»l7;tU  79;  there  were  then  also  -in  the  other 
baoka,  tlBi,ge8  85;  maUw,  together,  tiOJ^SSS  «1. 
The  amoant  of  the  <<Beure  eaah  mi  the  1st  «f 
Oetiritet,  ia  ibe  banks  at  Philadriphla,  New  York, 
and  Babimoee,  was  $944,394  ST ;  then  were  then 
also  in  dte  othar  baaka,  •146,430  »t ;   maUng, 

wMiher,  tasa^u  61. 

The  dsdaetians  for  bills  at  the  sBTenl  periods 
weML  JoM  Ut,$lSt^  S3-,  JnlyM,  «aSo,«00; 
OetoheT  Isi,  tU,100;  so  that,  tadtidnw  the  bills 
at  thai  epoah,  ih«  whole  aam  ia  die  banks  at  Phi- 
lade^ihia.  New  Yorti,  and  BahimOT*,  amounted  to 
aamoretbaa  9875,494  Stt;  the  gmos  in  the  other 
bmiks,  to  •14S,4N  **• 


Oi  ths  let  of  Jaae,  there  were  paid  oq  aecoont 
of  the  E>ebt  to  Prance,  |100,000  j  the  day  follow- 
iag,  the  irsl  instalment  of  <100,000  on  aceouot  of 
the  Lean  from  the  Bank,  waa  receiTed.  On  the 
aoth  of  June,  the  seeond  iostahneat  of  $100,000 
was  leeaived.  Theae  two  instalments,  amoonting 
to  t800,0(»,are  included  in  the  sum  of  tS17,S34  7^ 
which,  on  the  3d  of  Joly,  constitoted  the  cash  in 
all  the  banks  at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and 
Balttmore. 

About  the  beginniiig  of  Atagnst.  another  Instal- 
m«nt  ea  aeconnt  of  the  Loan  of  ibe  Bank  wag  re- 
eeiTCd,  and  ea  the  S9th  of  September,  another, 
making,  with  the  preoeding  ones,  $400,000.  This 
sum  was  unTotred  in  the  Mlanee  ia  the  Treasury 
<a  &•  Itl  of  October,  which,  it  has  been  seeUgdid 
aMeieeed  la  ihebanks^and  near  the  Seat  of  the 
aorcnuBant  Jaolnding  eren  nnsold  and  unpaid 
biU&  t27fe,494  ST ;  and  eomprehendiog  the  sams 
ia  aH  the  oA«r  basks,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
•«90,fiU  61. 

ffrom  &e  fiHegoiBg  deia^  it  appears  that  ex- 
cMiog  the  900^000  raceired  on  Loan  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  the-month  of  June, 
there  woold  have  been,  on  the  Sd  of  July,  1993,  in 
the  oemnaad  af  the  Treasury  at  those  places, 
fhxn  which  immediato  suwKes  may  be  derire^ 
no  greater  sum  than  tlT,S34  r6 ;  that,  excluding 
the  9400,000  before  that  thne  received  on  Loan  <? 
Ae  same  Bank,  there  would  hare  been  on  the  1st 
of  Oetober,  17W,  an  abedute  deficiency  within  the 
soene  described,  trf*  1194,005  73:  that  the  n^ole 
balance  then  in  the  Treasury,  wheresoever  depo- 
sited, amounted  only  to  9430,914  61,  and,  exchid- 
ing  the  Loan  of  the  Bank,  would  not  hare  been 
more  than  990,914  51. 

There  must  be  some  very  radical  error  in  my 
emeeMietis  of  tite  pi«per  condition  of  the  Trea> 
snry,  if  it  was  not  in  a  sngcienlly  low  state  during 
tike  nheie  period  nuder  consideration ;  and  if  ti 
be  not  demonstrated  that  the  moneys  tuen  of  die 
Bank  on  Loan  were  necessary  for  the  public  ser- 
rke,  and  were  obtained  with  a  due  regard  to 
economy. 

There  are  circumstances  which  sdU  flirthet 
maslfRt  the  attention  irtiieh  has  been  paid  to 
this  point.  The  powers  ^ven  to  make  Loans  for 
domeetie  putposea  at  dilerent  times,  up  to  (he 
8th  of  Hay,  1798,  comprdiend  an  agET^ate  of 
91,058,365  74 }  the  sums  which  bare  leen  actu- 
ally obtained  upon  intereat,  amoant  to  no  more 
dian  9456,006. 

The  contract  upon  which  the  94W,0a0wete  ob- 
tained, was  made  the  B6di  of  May,  1792,  extend- 
ing to  95^500  and  eontemidatinf  the  payment 
crfnMOt^OOe  of  diat  sum  by  the  Bank,  m  equal 
m«idilr  instalmenla,  b^finning  on  the  Isl  of  June, 
and  Hiding  die  1st  of  S^etuMr;  the  residne  on 
the  lat  of  January,  179S. 

pKtiotts  lo  the  making  of  that  contract,  there 
had  been  stipulated  to  be  paid,  on  accomit  of  the 
VVench  Debt,  for  the  supplies  to  8t  Domingo, 
9400,000,  of  whhh  one-fourth  was  paid  in  March, 
another  fourth  was  payable  on  the  1st  of  June, 
another  foatib  on  the  1st  of  Beptember,  another 
foarA  on  the  1st  <rf  Deeember. 
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Particnlsr  causes  rendered  (tan  accommodatmn 
to  the  Bgenta  of  Prsnce,  to  pMtpone  and  tabdiride 
the  September  inualmeol.  A  similar  postpone- 
menl  took  place  with  regard  to  the  inBtalment 
payable  by  the  Bank  on  the  Ut  of  September, 
which  was  not  demanded  till  the  latter  end  of  the 
ntODth,  and  the  remainder  of  the  sum  contracted 
for  has  not  yet  been  demanded.    The  spirit  of  the 

firecautioD  which  secured  to  Che  public  the  priri- 
ege  of  making  or  forbearing  its  calls,  according 
to  circumstances,  needs  no  commeDt. 

There  remain  to  be  noticed  two  circumstances, 
which  will  serve  to  throw  additional  light  upon 
the  conduct  which  has  been  observed  with  regard 
to  the  sums  from  lime  to  time  kept  on  hand.  A 
comparison  of  the  sums  in  the  Treasury,  during 
the  years  1791  and  1793,  will  contradict  the  idea 
of  any  disposition  to  suffer  the  public  moneys  to 
accumulate  for  the  benefit  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  its  subdivisions,  and  will  at  the 
same  lime  indicate  the  general  rule  which  has 
governed.  In  this  comparison,  it  is  necessary  to 
recollect  Chat  larger  (»«rations  were  to  be  pet- 
formed  in  1792. 

It  may  be  objected,  that  the  rule  laid  down  has 
been  on  several  oceanons  exceeded.  How  this  has 
happened  at  certain  periods,  has  been  explained. 
But  there  is  a  view  of  the  subject  which  will 
throw  farther  lif  ht  upon  it. 

The  sums  which  appear  on  liand  at  the  end  of 
any  quarter,  are  always  larger  on  a  retrospective, 
than  on  a  previous  view.  This  proceeds  from 
the  following  cause : 

The  judgment  to  be  formed  beforehai  . 
sums  ^ica  will  be  received  within  any  future 
period,  must  of  necessity  be  regulated  by  the  re- 
turns in  the  possession  of^the  Treasury,  at  the  time 
the  examination  is  made.  As  these  come  forward 
with  more  or  less  punctuality,  that  judgment  will 

be  more  or  leas  accurate  ;  hut  the  appe« 

the  returns  will  always  be  short  of  the 

cause  a  certain  number  of  returns,  at  any  period 

of  examination,  will    necessarily    be    deficii 

What  does  not  appear,  must  of  course  be  esi 

lially  excluded  from  the  calculation  of  the  receipts 
to  be  expected  within  anv  near  period ;  because 
It  of  the  sums  wnich  may  have  accrued 


months  the  payments  of  them  may  fall  i  and  the 
combinations  of  the  Treasury,  as  to  the  means  of 
fulfilling  the  demands  upon  it,  ought  to  proceed 
OS  little  as  possible  upon  conjectures  and  uncer- 
tainties. Monthly  ebsttacU  o?  the  bonds  taken  at 
each  port,  are  the  documents  which  serve  to  in- 
form the  Treasury  of  the  pro^sa  of  the  receipts 
upon  the  duties  of  imports.  From  these  a  sene- 
ral  abstract  is  made  up  once  a  month  at  the  Trea- 
sury, for  the  information  of  the  Head  of  the  De- 
partmeat^hawing  the  amount  payable  in  each 
month.  But  very  considerable  differences  tqipear 
from  one  month  to  another.  The  statement  CZ 
will  serve  as  an  illustration.  It  contains  a  com- 
parison of  the  sums  shown  by  two  auccesiiive  ab- 
stracts, one  of  the  Tth  of  November,  the  other  of 
the  7th  of  December  last, foiAterm  of  (en  months, 


distribnted  into  moodkly  sttbdiroiona.  Tlw  ag- 
gregate difference  upon  the  whole  term  faetweca 
the  two  abstracts,  is  »496,30e  73;  opon  tw» 
beginning  with  November,  and  e 


with  December,  it  is  $151,769  40 ;  upon  ■  qautcf 
b^itming  with  January,  and  endmg  with  Uar^ 
it  IS  $17^471  66 1  upon  a  subsequent  qoaiUr,  ii 


is  $81,055  81 ;  up6n  a  still  subsequent  qnartei,  it 
is  «87,0S1  86.  Henoe  it  is  evident  that  u  ar- 
rangement founded  upon  the  abstract  of  the  7tk  of 
November,  would  suppose  a  receipt  during  aaj 
part  of  the  time  embraced  by  it,  evm  the  nuM 
proximate,  considerably  lees  than  would  appear  bf 
the  abstract  only  one  month  later ;  and  it  nnnt 
always  happen,  from  this  circanistapee,  that  the 
actual  receipts,  while  punccoality  is  pr 
will  exceed  the  anticinations  of  thein,  s 
greater  balances  will  ne  found  to  exist  at  any 
given  period,  than  could  have  been  brforehaad 
safely  calculated  or  acted  upon.  This  ciremft- 
stance,  duly  considered,  will  be  a  further  and  p<— 
erful  justiocation  of  the  conduct  porsqed  gene 
ly,  in  relation  to  the  mocteys  from  time  to  tiiK 
kejA  on  ha&d,  and  particnlany  with  rwaxd  to  ifce 
Loans  of  the  Bank.  Low  as  the  state  of  the  Ttaa- 
sury  appears  to  have  been  on  a  rettoepectiTe  Ttew. 
when  the  moneys  upcm  thoie  Loans  were  eaUea 
for,  the  proapeet,  at  each  time,  'must  bare  pn- 
sented  the  appearance  of  a  less  competent  aopply, 
or  a  greater  Mficienoy,  than  was  afterwards  t»- 
alizea. 

1  am  not  sure  but  that  I  owe  an  apcdog^  to  the 
House  for  taking  up  ao  much  of  its  time  la  obei- 
ating  the  iijaputati<»i  of  partiality  er  hmritii 
towards  the  banks.  The  aspect  under  which  1 
view  it,  admonishes  me  that  J  may  have  amteiei 
to  it  greater  importance  than  was  intended  to  be 
given  to  it  by  its  authors. 

That  a  disposition  friendly  to  the  acooimiwde- 
''  ~    of  those'  iastitntioiis,  as  &r  as  m^t  be  etm- 
■■"■■■■  'Jbutem^haa 

_._  man,  placed  i_    . 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whatefer  ihraietk 
doubts  he  may  have  brought  into  it,  wtmld  be  a 
single  month  without  aurrendering  thoee  doobn 
(o  a  full  conviction,  that  banks  are  easeutial  totbe 
pecuniary  operations  of  the  Qovernmeat.  No 
man,  having  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  prabar 
ble  resources  of  the  country  in  the  article  of  ^ede, 
(which  he  would  with  caution  rate  beyond  the 
actual  revenues  of  the  Oovemment,)  woidd  rely 
upon  the  annual  collection  ot  $4,500,000^  withoU 
the  instrumentality  of  institutions  that  give  aeoo- 
tinual  impulse  to  .  circulation,  md  pccTent  the 
stagnation  to  be  otherwise  expected  from  lockiBg 

"~    —     time  lar^  sums  for  periodical 

say  nothing  of  the  aocommoda- 
to  the  merehant  the  pay- 
ment of  the  considerate  demands  made  upoa  imn 
by  the  Treasury.  No  man,  practicallv  aeqaauMd 
with  the  pecuniary  aUiity  of  indiridoak  in  tbii 
country,  would  count  i^xta  finding  the  meana  td 
those  anticipatioDS  of  the  current  rerenuc  f«  the 
current  nrvice,  which  have  been,  and  will  be  n»- 
cessary,  from  any  other  toitrce  than  that  of  Ac 


sistent  with  offit^  duly  and  the  publb  intense  ama 
characterized  the  conduct  of  the  Department  will 
not  be  denied.    No  man,  placed  in  the  once  of 
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b«Dka.  No  prudenl  admioisUKlot  <^  the  finMOoes 
of  the  cowatrj,  thteefore,  but  wouU  yield  to  the 
AispoaitioD  wluch  has  been  acknowledged  as  alike 
.essential  to  the  interest  of  the  Gov enuncDt.  and 
to  tfae  satisfactory  discharge  of  hii  tnut — a  oiapO' 
»iti(m  wiiich  would  natvmW  lead  to  good  oCSees, 
within  the  proper  and  justi&ibk  boutnla. 

After  the  explanation  which  haa  bean  oficted, 
to  mnnifeit  the  necessity  and  propnety  of  the 
Xjoans  made  of  the  Bask,  it  can  Narodjr  be  requi- 
site to  enter  into  a  refiUatian  of  die.jpioeess  1^ 
which  it  has  been  endeaiored  lo  estsUuh  that  the 
GoTenuneat  pay*  17  pet  cetu.  upon  those  Loaaa. 
The  stale  of  the  Treasury  reodered  it  ezpadient  to 
borrow  the  sums  which  were  borrowed)  they 
have  been  duty  received,  and  the  rate  of  ialcceM 
stipolated  upon  them  is  6  per  cant.  The  Goveiti' 
iaent,theii,paysupqnthem5})croeDt.^andnomare. 
The  history  which  wai  giTeo  m  my  last  Letter, 
of  Ute  cenne  and  situation  o£  the  Fneicn  find, 
^tives  that  the  supposiiioa  from  which  tOA  infer- 
ence, of  paving  17  per  cent  nptm  the  DomeKic 
Iiona,  ha*  been  drawn,  is  eii«neous.  The  ba- 
lances on  hand  at  the  respective  periods  in  qnes- 
tisMt,  aie  the  letidnas  of  the  maae};s  which  had 
been  reeeired  from  every  source,  iocladiBg  the 
Loans,  foreign  and  domestic. 

But,  if  the 
been  made  h 

that  17  per  c  .  . 

construeiioB  can  the  rate  be  extended  beyond  10. 
The  mesia  interest  of  the  moitey  bonowcd  al«)ad, 
ineludiog  charge*,  is  5  per  cent.;  the  interest  Ki> 
pulaled  to  be  paid  on  die  Loan  fmi  the  Bank  is 
■bo  6 ;  Ike  eum  of  the  two  is  10.  It  is  immaterial 
for  wlwt  pu^oae  the  Fwctga  fond  was  obtained, 
whether  to  pay  to  Fmaeeor  topnndkase  the  Debtj 
the  vmrst  eoaseqneaee  that  ean  leaoll  is  douUe, 
not  tieUe  inlerost.  The  iatenet  payable  to  France 
is  payaUe  for  moneys  borrowed  and  ^peni  dnrutg 
the  war.  h  can  never  be  truly  said,  that  that  m- 
teiest  is  DOW  payable  on  anyexistivniitdi  whether 
borrowed  in  Holland  or  borrowed  in  th«  United 
States,  or  borrowed  there  and  re-borrowed  here. 
It  can  never  serve  to  make  an  addition  to  the  cost 
Of  charts  c^  any  such  Aud.  It  is  payaUe  upon 
one  long  since  procured  and  used. 

But  it  is  not  obvious  how  the  supposltien  came 
to  be  entertained,  thai  all  the  mAoeys  drawn  here 
from  the  Foreign  fund,  bad  bean  borrowed  for  the 
payment  of  the  I>ebt  (o  Franoe.  The  proumption 
would  seem  to  have  been  Uore  natural,  that  they 
had  been  principally,  if  not  wholly,  wtroduoea 
with  «  view  to  purchases  of  the  Debt,  and  eonse- 
quentlyhada  rowe  special  leference  to  theaot 
authorizing  a  Lena  lor  that  puqMise.  And  the 
fact  is,  that  ibis  was  the  destintfiou  of  far  the 
neatest  propoNiou  ot  the  sums  drawn  tn.  It  has 
been  stated  thai  a  part  had  an  eye  to  the  su^ies  to 
8l  Domingo,  and  that  analher  part  wasintrodueed 
with  a  view  tottw  Miymeat  of  the  foreign  oficers. 
The  additional  oWrvatiMt  t»  iriuch  I  shaQ  re- 
quest the  attention  of  the  House  wiU  apply  to  the 
course  and  state  of  the  Sinkios  Fund,  concerning 
which  I  transmitted  with  my  lai'  -  -  -'  -■ 
three  itatemoits,  numbered  1, 11, 


To  give  a  iDore  cdleeted  view  of  this  part  of 
theiWject,  it  may  beofuse  toindude  bereare- 
csfMtulation  of  some  ideas  which  have  been  stated 
in  other  places. 

It  is  the  course  and  practice  of  the  Department, 
for  all  public  mcmeys.  Avm  whatever  source  pro- 
eecding,  to  pass  into  the  Treasury,  and  there  form 
a  common  mas^  subject,  noder  the  responsibility 
of  the  officers  of  the  Department,  to  the  disposi- 
tions  which  hare  been  prescribed  by  law. 

Tfae  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  year  1790,  appo- 

Sriated  to  the  Sii^ng  Fund,  amouttting  to 
1.37i,6fi6  40,  went,  as  it  was  received,  into  the 
Treasury. 

All  the  proceeds  of  tfae  bllb  drawn  upon  the 
Foreign  fund,  prior  to  April,  ITtt, except  tfae  sum 
of  $177  996  BO,  lett  in  deposits  with  the  ^nk  ot 
North  America,  for  reasons  which  have  been  ex- 
plainedjpassed  («m  time  to  time  into  the  Trea- 
sury. The  wbcin  amount  of  the  sums  paid  in  is 
•007,394  23. 

The  proceeds  of  the  hilts  drawn  for,  in,  and  sub- 
sequent to,  April,  1792,  have  not  yet  passed  into 
the  Treasury,  tor  reasons  which  have  been  Hke- 
wise  asstgnea.  It  would  have  been  dons  before 
this  tim^  as  far  as  tfae  recapts  bsd  gtne,  Int  fOir 
the  preswit  inquiry,  which  temporarily  suspended 
it  I  thoufibt  It  best  to  make  uo  alteration  in  the 
state  of  things  as  tfaey  stood  when  it  began,  at' 
least  till  all  the  infarmation  desired  had  been 
gi-rea.  Measures  will  now  be  taken  for  a  settle- 
ment (tf  the  aeoouBts,  and  for  a  transfer  of  the  pro- 
ceeds. The  wbole  amount  of  those  bills,  peid  and 
unpaid,  indadms  an  estimated  sum  of^  interest, 
will  be,at  hereK%ire  stated,  Sl^,47e  10. 

The  whole  amoimt  of  Ae  hills  drawn  is  $2,305,- 

7eei3. 

Out  of  the  Sinking  Fund  composed  of  the  sur- 
plus of  the  rerenne,  to  Ae  end  of  1790,  and  tfae 
proceeds  Of  the  Forewn  bitl^  there  were  issued 
from  |he  Treasury,  ana  expended  in  purchases,  lo 
the  end  of  1790,  tm,rrO  65. 

For  reasoKs  which  have  been  stated,  it  was  fi- 
nally deemed  advisable  to  place  those  purchases 
iriicSlly  to  the  account  of  the  surplus  of  1700. 

Coniequenlly,  there  remained  ou'lhe  1st  of  Janu- 
ary,  of  the  i^esent  year,  •416^885  7S,  of  the  above 
tueniioQed  surptas,  unapplied  to  purchases;  and 
the  whole  of  the  F'oreipi  Fund,  except  the  sum  of 
$720,000,  paid,  and  reserved  to  be  pstd,  for  the 
use  M  the  Colony  of  St  Domingo,  and  the  sum  of 
$101,816  90  paid,  and  reserved  to  be  paid^  to  the 
fovewn  offiems.  became  fVee  for  fiiture  appkoation. 
The  balance  of  the  proceeds  of  the  bills,  after  de- 
ducting for  Aose  reservations,  is  $1,388,492  82. 

Since  the  1st  of  January.  1783,  there  have  been 
issued,  on  account  of  the  Foreign  Fund,  for  pur- 
chases, $3184)901  89. 

The  practice  has  uniformly  been,  not  to  sepa- 
rate any  of  the  moneys  belongim  to  the  Binking 
Fund,  froBB  the  common  mass  of  tfae  mooeys  in 
proportion  to  tfae  occasions 
I  jMircMses. 

Henee  the  sum  of  $967,770  65,  issuedprevious 
tothepreseotyear,and  the  sum  of  $284,001  80  in- 
cluding the  pmeaty«at,B>^Bg,togethu,  ti^USt,' 


AFFENOIX. 


673  64)  «M  «U  ItM  nrntefs  wfatch  IwTe  been  BTct  te- 

Srmtedfron  dte  comwn  man  of  the  TrtMnrr, 
r  the  purpoM  of  the  SinUig  Fond ;  tb«  whtit  of 
which,  except  t49;282  74,  have  ben  MliiBllr  ^' 
p«DdM  is  pui^aae*. 

The  uiw]H)lied  mm  mamnt  depottttd'iii  the 
Bankoftht  Voiied  Bti«e«,«HwptanittU  taliMC 
^  tOl  7«  in  the  baads  of  William  Heth. 

From  the  above  itile,  ibe  part  of  Ae  Sinbi^ 
Fund  ariaingJramuteMMoaUeDebteKtiagaiab- 
edbf  p«ithaie*<waihen*Me,  is  to  be  execpled. 
The  iMctice  bitherta  ha*  beea  to  ibclnde  tkit  ia- 
teteat  in  dte  general  mnd^  of  each  qlMMtt,  and 
.1. _._.  issued  to  the  easier  of  the  Bank  for 


r,  Ann  iba  ai^tlkatioa  of  tbii  luiul 
bitberto. 

The  lav  diraete  that  this  fiiad  Aaii  b«  inntted 
within  Ibiri)'  daya  aOcr  aaeb  Mnrtar,  Tbie  pra- 
Tision  began  (o  take  effect  on  tbt  IM  <^  Joly  laM. 

But  the  iuTestmenti  were  not  made  wttbm  the 


eajmMhtod.  Thjaproeeidodfartly 
iiom  the  atate  or  the  mukn^  and  flatly  from  tte 
legnlattoDs  adopted  by  tbe  Commiaaioam,  -who 
were  tbe  aeeietur  ^  State,  the  Altoiaejr  Qtmf 
ml,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaonry. 

Their  r<«blatHma,  apftying  w  the  two&irtqiiu- 
ten,  limited  tbe  jnieea  u>  eeatajn  warn,  and  pra- 
acriMdtbemodeofaaaUdjpNpoaalB.  The  Troa- 
•wo  WM  appelated  afant  for  tbe  Comminioa«rs. 

Tbe  |»^MMals,  with  r^nrd  to  the  £nt  quartet, 
were  fcoei Table  ttll3Btbo(  July  iaaluHvely;  neae 
were  offered,  as  the TreaauKs  lepOHedlo  m«,aBd 
■otbing  was  doae. 

The  ezperimaat  of  aaaled  propoaala  was  again 
trmd  the  aeeood  quaittr,  with  aanewbst  more, 
though  with  but  little  success.  Tbe  restrietipnto 
tbia  mode  of  proeeedii^was  teecinded,  on  tha  last 
day  of  tbe  thirty  i^wed  fee  purcbaaiog,  and  eome 
faitber  MUlcbaaeo  wne  made,  bni  tbe  whole  ram 
inTeated  was  only  fSH^O  96. 

The  residue  of  this  fiind,flXoefitsnneatBBU  rami 


noted  atfoet  of  statement  No.  3,  waa  in  January  pas  t. 

The  mtapfriiBd  mtI  of  tbe  uuidiM  of  1790  hav- 

ing  bean  ezpotded  in  aid  of  the  Kceipu  of  17»1, 


aeaordiDg  to  tbe  pravisioB  which  waa  ntadefor  that 
pwrpas^  will  remaiaeoepended  nntil  theibtve 
ttafte  shall  eo  far  eieeed  the  cwfcnt  diebui 
menta  at  to  ^roduee  a  euqdus  for  icfilacitig  it. 

In  computing  tbe  anevnt  of  tbe  uowpued  F> 
roi^  Fund,  it  is  neeassary  to  take  into  the  aocoont 
the  peymants  made  irom  it  dnriog  the  year*  1791 
mid  1793,  on  aeeount  c^  die  mtaiett  ol  tbe  Foreign 
Debt. 

Proriskm  haTingbaen  Hiade  for  payine  thii  ia- 
torest  out  of  the  DomeittB  veTenues,  me  auma 
which  bare  been  paid  on  ttot  aeeotut,  from  tbe 

Foreign  Fund,  are  to  be  coaaideved  in  tbe  e 

light  aa  if  they  bad  baen  transfened  here  1^  dl 

Tbe  amount  paid  at  Amsterdam  is  one  mil 
six  hundred  tbir^-thtee  thousand  one  baadied  and 
eighty-BineguiUersa[MitwoEtiTers,eqaalat  304-11 
ninetieths  ^i  guildei,  to  (669,874  34. 

There  will  be  addiliona  to  be  made,  which 
net  u  prceent  aanertaiaed. 

Addmg  this  sum  to  Ibe  pmeeeda^  tbe  biUa,  and 


ntt>  paid  and  to  be  paid  tar  BL 
DomiBga,an4  tbe  fbreign  4Acer9,Md  tboae^ 
plied  to  pntebaae*  during  the  pnaeM  f*mr,  ibere 
wiU  i«nau  a  mtm  of  tl,76S,«i4  68,  sabjeet  to  a 
fiiture  apiritewioa. 

OTthw  sum,  $1,716,098  11  will  be  property  ap- 
pUcable  to  tbe  purobaae  of  the  IMt.  BM  eiit-mn- 
Matiees  May  radar  iteligiUetoaMropriateapan 
•fittaimidatbedttobargeoftberar«igo  Debt. 

From  the  abti  wbieb  baa  been  pwrimcd,  it  m 

se  liabke  to  tbik  antUeatlDiL 

I  hare  the  banar  to  anm  to  the  ataleneate 

uetitfoN  tranomitrndj  thoaC  in  the  pliHted  oefae^ 

ea  markad  A.  B,  aad  G. 

A,  exhibita  the  ivtative  taMr  ef  tttvehve  Mid  wf- 
prapriationa,  te  the  end  of  1T98.  B,  tbe  retaii** 
atate  of  ftppropriatiaBB  and  cq)endi«ai<ea  t*  tbe 
same Mriad;  abowiw  tbe  halabce  vnantiiBed  af 
aaeb  lead  of  aparoptrntion.  C,  applies  tfaeee  taie- 
■uaas  to  ak  exfdauttiaB  (rf  Ibe  dananda  or  ehargca 
upon  the  onma  at  income  beyend  tbe  diitMiu 
SDeBta,Utbeend«rt7fltt. 

In  additicn  to  tbeae  aaotwoetatetaenta,  mwfcad 
D  and  EL 

D,  lowing  wbat  ptoponioB  ef  tbe  balaiwa  »- 
satiiied  of  «be  aeveral  aj^roprlaiieiie  am  likely  la 
be  real  expenditures,  and  what  pan  an  aot  meiy 
to  be  eo.  In  tbis,  bowenr,  m  seroal  iaataaeei, 
priMnlity  miH|  gaide,  ibB  naMre  Of  tbe  thteg  not 
admitting  o{  ceitaiaty. 

>B,ehinring  tbe  9uk  < 
Janoary  loac,  and  li 


ihcSretef 


.      -  T 

day  10  tbefiiat  (tf  AnrM  neit,  and  tbe 
and  payaUe  daring  that       '' 


ad  apoa  ikc  Bret  <f 
recemd  Aon  that 


id  payaUe  daring  ikkt  period. 

Tba  Henh,  firaided  upon  tot*,  oMtadicu  veiy 


mtially  ^at  atata 


tbe  ability  ef  tbe-  Ticaeary)  beaide*  defiaymc  tbe 
canent  cxpoMcs  of  tbe  VMrter,  to  pay  e«  tw9 
aaillioaa  to  the  Baak ;  stiB  leaving  a  balanee  im 
&Ter  of  lb*  TreanMT  of  t8«4,WS  R 

It  draws  that)  after  ratmfying  tbe  deawads  (at 
whieh  tbe  Trcaaary  ii  boand  to  be  w^ared,  b* 
eluding  a  payment  to  tbe  Baak  of  only  one-te^i 

Crt  o(  tbe  ^,006,000^  of  whieb  tbe  atateatent  ai- 
led to  M^poaea  die  enntetc  pevmeM,  tbei* 
wanid  remaip  a  balaoee  m  nror  of  Ae  Tieaaaiy 
of  no  more  than  •864^180  Sa* 

It  eeuM  answer  no  valu^le  purpoee  to  delay 
tbe  Uooae  with  a  paitfoalar  eKaramatJon  <rf'  tbe 
various  DabapprebettnoM  wbich  bare  ted  (a  a  re- 
anh  as  dtAient  frmn  the  tiae  one.  It  wiD  be 
st&iicat,  aa  aa  cxampk,to  etanaaiagle  iasMBce. 
It  is  aasamed  as  an  item  in  the  eatcuktian,  that  a 
smn  of  a  imllioa  af  ddlamWiH  eooe  iniD  tbe 
Treajmry  by  tbe  first  of  April,  on  aaeonat  of  tbe 
ravenne  of  tbe  canent  fe» ;  white  the  prababili- 
tr  is,  that  tbe  nm  raeeived  amy  not  ooeed  tea 
tkoueand  doUan ;  tbia  presnmpWoa  of  a  mlBioB  b 


evidendy  founded  opoa  two  ni 

let.  It  procaeda  on  the  hasis  «f  an  oMtaal  rare* 
nue  of  fooi  millioBs  of  doUafa,  and  auppoaea  tbia 
smn  eouBlly  distributed  between  the  di^wat  quar- 
ters of  tbe  year,  a  mitUeD  to  each  quarter ;  wbea, 


Ih  bub  han  Bttotiaari  wu  olue^Ilanah  fcli/,  M  b*  l» 

I  In  tbs  gclfiiul,  Ih*  bUnk  it  hm  fiUed  confbRiiildj  to  tha 


isse 
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IMS 


in  faot,  (here  ue  two  aetwni  of  the  jm  incom- 
vuvblf  moK  ptodHctive  than  ihe  otbei  P^^  of 
it,  TiK :  Those  poition*  of  the  Spring  and  Fall  which 
Bte  embntcrd  by  the  lecond  and  third  ^uatten ; 
Ae  fiist  and  fborth  bemg  &r  len'  piodactiTc. 

M.  It  sappoMs  all  the  duties  wnkh  accrae  an 
iHuiMdiateljr  paid 


a  pftTttcular  Articles  imported  in  one  TeioeL  by 
ie  penon  or  co-pnTtnerihip,  do  jiol  exceed  oftf 
tlollkr*;  in  aU  otner  instances,  a  credit  not  len 


I  four  months  is  alloired,  which 

Eyvmtt  on  the  importations,  upon  the  rcry  first 
f  of  the  quarter,  a  month  beyond  die  expiratifm 
OfiL 
If  Ab  whole  amoimt  of  the  duties,  which  ae- 


cmed  daring  the  fint  quarter  of  1799,  in  cash  ai 
ImmAi,  «u  n»  more  dint  •897,193  84,  adding  oi 
seTenth  for  the  additional  duties,  it  ought,  by  an 
togy,  to  be  the  firat  quatlet  of  the  present  year, 

$Se2,479M;  less,  in  totalitr,  than  the  sv ^'  * 

it  has  bean  eompnted  would  be  aetuallr 


nt  year, 

nwniefa 

ly  in  money 

. .    .  UnfiSn  06 :  and  less,  by  lb 

whole  milMoii^iMArly,  than  will  probably  be  ii 


in  the  Trauaty,  by  UnflSfT  06:  and  less,  by  ibe 
whole  miOioiL  iM«r(y,  tt  '■       ' 

money  in  the  'nreasary  oi 


liQioii,  im 

,     ithe'TreB      ^  

With  porfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  noM  ofawUeot  and  most  humble  serrant, 
ALBXANDEH  HAMILTON, 
Seatiojyofthe  TVromry. 
The  Bon.  the  StuuIb 

•f  die  Howe  of  Representatires. 


EflrnHATB  or  Af  PROPRU.'nOH& 


JSktimaie  ffihe  exfendOwraJbr  the  iHMl  LUt  <f^  tMttd  SttOOf  togiOer  loOft  tJU  ^teidefaal  and 

coatingeiU  txpentet  <^Hu  tewral  DtpartmenU  <md  Office*,  fir  the  jiear  1793. 
[PnUidMd  bj  tlw  order  ofdM  Boose  of  BspHMMMlMii-asI  tijwel  to  fai  Iks  SeotMuy'i  Ilepart  oTIfotember 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv  respectfUly  reporTi  ID  the  House  of  RepreseatatiVes  the  estimates 
t  Civil  List,  or  the  ezpenditnre  for  the  support  of  GOTbA- 


herewith  seni,  marked  A, 

The  first,  relating  to  th. ^ „ 

ment  dnringtne  year  1793^  including  the  incidental  and  contingeat  wq)ensae  of 
the  several  De|)artmenls  And  Offices,  amounting  to  - 

The  second.  lelating  to  cettaia  deficiencies  in  former  appropriations  for  the  sap- 
port  of  Graremment,  to  ajiroTision  in  aid  of  the  fbnd  neretofore  established  lor 

payment  of  ci 

port  <a  the  Hgtil 

s  specified 

,reUtiiig 


beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers^  and  ti 

Ae  Var  Department,  showing  the  nrobaUe  expi 
1791  li-'-"-    -^-  -•^"—  "* 


porposes  specified  therein    ' 
The  third,  rdating  to  the  lTar  Department,  showing  tbe  nrobaUe  expendi 
that  Diriment  for  the  year  I79S,  Including  a  sum  of  t82,SiS  32  Tor  pensions 


iditureof 


o  invahda 1,171,719  06 

Amounting,  together,  to       -  -  -  -      1,616,788  10 

The  funds  dot  of  which  appropriations  may  be  made  for  tbe  foregoing  p«r|KMes,  are :  Ist.  The  sttu 
of  $600,000  reserved  annually  for  the  support  of  Ooveniment  out  ^  tM  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  Stales.  2d.  The  surplus  which  mar 
remain  nnexpe&ded.  of  tbe  sums  amnopriated  to  tbe  use  of  the  War  Department  for  the  year  1793. 
3d.  The  unappTopnaled  surplus  of  the  existing  rerennes  to  the  end  of  the  year  1793 ;  which  fiuds, 
it  is  belieTedTwUf  prore  adeqoate  to  the  object,  as  Is  Qlnstrsted  hi  the  xchedme  herewith  transmitted, 
marked  D.  But  as  some  deneiencv  may  poasSjly  happen,  and  as  partial  antioipsctions  of  the  revenua 
will  probably  be  requisite  to  foee  the  demands  for  the  public  serrlee,  as  they  accrue,  it  appears  to  be 
essential  that  a  power  to  borrow  should  accompany  the  grant. 

The  Secretary  begs  leave  also  to  ptesent,  fbr  the  inftnrnation  of  die  House  of  Relpreseniatlves,  two 
statements  (marked  £  and  F^  of  the  vxpenditun  of  two  several  sums :  one  of  (50,000,  and  the  other 
of  t5,000,  heretofore  appropriated  "  tovrards  discharging  such  demands  on  tbe  Untied  Stares,  not 
otherwise  provided  ft>r,  as  should  bare  been  ascertained  and  admitted  in  due  coarse  of  settlement  at 
the  Treasury,  and  which  should  be  of  a  nature  according  to  the  course  Thereof,  to  requite  payment 

aL  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secnimy  of  the  Tttamry. 
TmtanORT  DSFUTBKHT,  NimetiJter  14, 179S. 


B8TIHATB. 

For  compensaUon  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  .           .           -           -           -  (35,000  DO 

That  of  the  Vice  President -  6,000  00 

Compensationto  the  Chief  Justice -          -  AOOO  00 

Compensation  «f  fire  Associate  Judges,  at  (3,500  per  annuBt  each        ...  17,800  00 


APPENUIX. 


EatimaU  i:f  Appntpriatumt. 


CompeutatioD  of  the  Judir«B  of  the  following  Districts,  tJz  : 

Maine »1,000  00 

New  Hampshire 1,000  00 

Vermont                                 -           -     "      -                       -  800  «• 

Massachusetts             ..-..-  1,200  00 

Rhode  Island 800  «• 

Cotmecticui 1,000  0* 

New  York 1,500  W 

New  Jersey    -           -           -           -    ,       -           -           -  1,000  M 

PeanaylYWjia 1,000  01 

Delaware 800  « 

Maryland 1,500  0« 

Virginia -           -  1,800  M 

Keniucky       -          -          -          -          -          -          -  1,000  OS 

North  Cardina 1,500  00 

South  Carolina 1,800  OD 


Georgia  .-.--..  1,500  00 


y  d^< 


Compensation  to  the  Attorney  Otineral    --•--••  1,000  00 

HEMBESa  OF  TRfi  flBKATE  AMD    BOUSE  OP   REPHESENTATIV^B,  AMD 

TBBiR  orricEaa. 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepreseuiatiTcs,  for  his  «ampea- 

sationtoiheSdofMarcb,  1793— 119  dava,  at  tU  per  day       -  <1>428  00 
Also,  for  compensation  to  the  Speaker  of  tne  3d  Congress,  for  the 

residuary  time,  so  as  to  estimate  for  sis  months'  atlenaaace  in 

one  year,  at  912  per  day  -  -  -  -  -        763  00 

»2,I90  00 

To  98  memb.  rs  to  3d  of  March,  1793— US  days,  at  $6  per  day  -  69,972  00 

For  compensation  to  134  memlwrs  of  the  3d  Oongress  for  the  re- 

sidiury  time,  so  as  to  estimate  for  six  months'  attendance  in 

one  year,  at  (6  per  day  each     -  -  -  .  -  42,744  00 

112,716  00 

TniTelling  expenses  to  and  from  the  Seat  of  Government  -  -         S0,000  00 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  one  year's  salary  -  >-     1,500  00 

Additional  allowaitce,  estimated  for  sut  months,  at  92  per  day    -        365  00 

1,866  00 

Principal  clerk  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  for  the  same  timft 

at  «3  pet  day 547  60 

Engrossing  clerk  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  estimated  for 

the  aame  time,  at  92perday-. 36600 

Chajdain  to  the  Senate,  estimated  for  the  same  time,  at  $500  per 

annum    .           -           -           -           ...           .           .           .  250  00 

Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  one  year's  salary         ....  500  00 

Assistant  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  one  year's  salary      ...  450  00 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  one  year's  salary       -           •  1,500  00 

Addiiiooal  allowance,  estimated  for  six  moaths,  at  42  per  day  -  -  365  00 
Principal  clerk  in  the  Office  of  ibe  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatires,  estimated  for  6  months,  at  93  per  day          -           .           .  547  60 

Engrossing  clerk,  estimated  for  same  time,  at  92  pet  day  -  -  365  00 
Chaplain  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  estimated  for  six 

months,  at  9500  pr  annum 250  00 

Sergeont-at-Arms  for  same  time,  at  9^  per  day  ....  730  00 
Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  estimated  at  one 

year's  salary 500  00 

Assistant  Doorkeeper  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  estimated 

at  one  yeu's  salary        ..,,...  450  00 

li3,S9I  00 

TBEA8ITRT  DEPARTMBHT. 

SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  .....     3,500  00 

Two  principal  clerks,  at  9SO0  each  ....     1,000  00 

Six  clerks,  at  9600 3,000  00 

Hessenger  and  office  keeper  -  -  -  -  -        250  00 

-: 8,360  00 
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THA0UBT  DBFARTHBNT — GoatinQed. 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasniy         .           .           -           -           .  |S,4Dtl  00 

PrincipJ  clerk       -           - 800  00 

Twelre  cleriis,  u  »500  ewli 6,000  00 

Mess«ngei  mnd  i>ffio»4»epei .250  00 

TroMurer -  2,400  00 

PriDcipal  clerk       -  -  -  -  -  -  -60000 

Two  clerks,  at  «500  each 1,000  (K) 

Messenger  aud  (^b:e^eeper          ....           -  lOO  00 

CommixioDer  of  the  ReTCDtie      ....           -  1,000  W 

Three  clerks  on  the  biuiness  or  At  rjerenne,  At.             -           '  1,500  tO 
One  clerk  on  the  boaiuess  of  the  lig^t-hoiues,  beacoia,  bnoy^  pub- 
lic [tien,  and  itakeage    -           -           -           -           -           -60000 

Messenger  and  office-keeper          .           .           .           .          -^  WO'  W 

Auditor  <Jthe  Trearary    >.>...  1,900  00 

Principal  clerk 800  00 

Fifteen  clerks,  at  tSOO  eaefc 7,S0O  00 

Messenger  and  office-keeper          •           -           •           -           -  350  00 

Re^ster  of  the  TreaMU?  -...--  1,750  00 

Three  clerks  on  the  impoot,  Manage,  and  excise  accounts           •  1,500  00 

Two  clerks  on  the  books  aod«ecaBntii  relatire  to  the  exports  -  1,000  00 
Two  clerks  on  the  books  of  raoeipts  and  expenditure*  of  puUic 

moneys,  at  $600 1,000  00 

One  clerk  for  recording  skips'  registers  and  licenses  -  -  500  00 
Three  clerks  for  drawing  out,  checking,  issuing,  and  taking  re- 

c«^  for  certificates  ot  Lhe  liameslic  and  Assumed  Debts  -  1,600  00 
Pour  clerka  on  the  books  of  the  general  and  particular  (''M9 

(Aces,  comprehending  the  interest  accounts  and  imclamiea 

dividends  at  the  severu  Loan  (dice*  •  -  -  -  SpOO  flB 
Seven  clerks  on  the  book*  and  record*  ^Iricb  relue  to  (be  pnbtie 

creditors,  on  the  sereral  deaeriptiona  of  stock  and  transfer  -  ^500  00 
Four  clerks  on  the  books  md  records  <£  the  registered  Debt,  in- 


cluding the  payment  of  hs  interest        -  -  -      .    -    SjOOO  40 

Two  clerks  to  complete  the  amngement  of  the  pnUic  securities, 
in  books  prepared  for  dieir  reception^  in  nnmenfeal  order         -     IjOQO  00 


Two  clerks  on  the  books  of  the  bte  CMr«nidH«t             -           -     ^100  S 
One  transcriUng  clerk        ---..-       MO  09 
Two  (^Bee-keepers,  incident  to  the  sereral  office*  of  the  Register, 
at  $175 360  00 

1 

Two  clerks  appointed  to  count  and  examine  the  old  and  new 
tacMTContineiitalmooey  and  indents, 'BtSSWMch    '>    ' 


DBPARTMENT  or  STATt. 

The  Secretary  of  State      ..----  3^  H 

One  chief  clerk WO  00 

Three  clerks,  at  $600  each 1,000  M 

Clerk  for  foreign  languages           .....  960  qq 

Messenger  and  (dhce-keeper           -           -           •           •           -  260  00 


nEFABTMBRT  OF  VAR. 

Secretary  of  the  DepartntMt        .....  3^  OO 
Principal  clerk       -           -           -           -           •           -           -60000 

Six  clerks  at  $600  each 3,000  00 

Mesaenger  and  oAcfr^eepei           ....  250  00 

Aocoon^t  to  the  War  Department         -           -           -           -  1,200  00 

sd  CoH.--4a 
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BatimaU  ^  Afpr&priatiim. 


WAR  DiPABTiinrr. — Cootmoed. 

Six  c1«t1h,  (one  on  the  principal  books,  (wo  aa  the  accotmto  of 

the  late  Arvaj,  two  oa  the  tccoanti  of  the  present  Aimy.  and 

one  on  the  principal  books  of  the  late  PaTmaater  General  and 

CominisaioneT  of  Army  accoouts,)  at  tBOO  each  -  -  $3,000  00 

H300  00 

•11,250  00 

BOABD  OP  COimiSetOMBRB  POS  TBI  SaTTLBHINT  OP  TBI  AC- 
CODNTS  BETWEBN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AtlO  TBB  INBITIDDAL 
STATES. 

Three  CommisiioBcr^  at  $2^  each       .  -  .  -     ^760  00 

One  chief  clerk,  at  tSOO 800  00 

Eleren  clerks,  at  <500  «eh fi^  00 

Uessencrer  and  office^eeper  ....  -        250  00 

13,30000 


For  New  Hampshire 66000 

For  MasaMhasettt 1,600  00 

For  Rhode  Island  -          -          >          -          -          -          -  800  00 

For  Connecticut     -------  1,000  00 

For  New  York 1,600  00 

For  New  Jersey 700  00 

For  PennaylTBnia 1,500  00 

Foi  Delaware -  000  00 

For  Maryland                     -    ' 1,000  00 

For  Vi^U 1,600  00 

For  North  CaroUna 1,000  00 

For  South  Carolina           ......  i,000  00 

For  Georgia           -            -           -           -           -           •           -  700  00 

IMWOO 

OOfEBNlfBirr  OP  THE  VBSTEBH  TEBBfTOBY. 


District  northwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio^  Qovemor  for  his  saIut  m 
such,  and  for  discha^ng  the  duties  of  Superintendent  of  In- 
dian AKrs,  Northern  £mnment         -  -  .  .     3,000  00 

"'     ~  "   ud  district        -  -  -  -  -        760  00 

e  rent,  and  printing- patents  for  Und,  dtc        -        350  00 


The  Secretary  of  said  district       -  -  -  -  -       760  00 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  printing  patents  for  Und,  dtc        -        350  00 
The  three  Judges  at  «800  each      -  -  -  -  -     2,400  00 


District  southwest  of  the  livet  Ohio,  Gorernor  fur  his  nlary  as 
sDch,  and  for  diach^:tng  th«  dtttiea  of  Superintendeat  of  In- 
dian Afbjrs,  Southern  departnsent         ....  2,000  00 

Eleeretary  of  said  district    ------  750  00 

Btxtionery,  office  rent,  dtc  -  -  -  •  -35000 

Three  Judges,  at  ^00 2,400  00 

11,000  00 

PBHSIOBB  OKAKTED  BY  THE  LATl  SOTEBJCMBltT. 

Dominique  L'Bglize,  per  Mt  ef  Congress  of  8th  August,  1782     -  ISO  00 

Joseph  Traversiaper  act  of  Congress  of  8th  Augns^  1782           -  120  00 

YonngesC  son  of  deneral  Mercer,  per  act  8th  AmU,  1782             -  400  00 
Youngest  children  of  the  tate  Major  General  Warren,  per  act  1st 

July,  1780 -  480  00 

SS^rS^f  !^""'  "^^■"^J'Zr'^'  "83,enlitled  to  a  ^^  ^ 
John  Jordan,         S            P"""'™  (^  *«  "cti  P^  «""»"■ 

Elizabeth  Bergen,  per  act  of  Slst  August,  1781    -           -           -  53  33 

Joseph  Defieauleau,  per  act  of  Sth  AuffUst,  1782             •           -  100  CO 
Richard  Gridley,  per  acts  of  17th  November,  1775,  and  26th 

February,  1781    -  -  .  -  -  -44440 

Lieulenaat  Colonel  Tousard,  per  act  of  37th  October,  1788          -  360  00 

Grant  to  Baron  Steuben— htsaunnal  allowance  by  act  of  Congress  I^BOO  Of 
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FOB  INCIDBNTAL  ANII>.  COMTtMaiNT  I 

OITtL  UBT  BrrABUSBMBMT. 

Under  this  head  «i«  compreheoded  firewood,  stalionerr,  together 

with  printiiiK  work,  and  bU  other  cantingent  eipensw  of  t)tB 

two  Houses  of  Congresi,  renu  and  office  ezpensei  of  the  three 

several  DepBTtmentSj  nz:  Treasuif,  State,  and  War,  and  of  , 

the  Oenerat  Boaid  orCommisaioners. 
SecretarY  of  the  Senate  his  estimate        -  -  -  -         .  $3,000  00 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  RepieuqtatiTM,  his  eMinata  to  Si  ^f 

March,  1793        '-----  -  ti^SZ  00 

Proviaionarr  for  the  3d  Coagnn StMO  DO 

—- »fl,S53  00 

TRBABdaT  DBPABTiailT. 

Secretarr  Of  the  Traasorr,  per  eatnnate    -  •  •  •        500  00 '' 

ComptroUerofthe  Treararr,  perMrtiiMK*  -'  -        600  00 

Tieaaurer,  pel  estimate      -  -  -  .  -  .        490  00 

Commissioner  of  the  Rerenne,  per  estimate         •  -  -   -     300  00 

AaditoroftheTTeesnry,  per  wtMMMe       -  •      '      -  -        600  00 

Register  of  the  Treasury,  (inclodiBg  hoakt  for  Ac  fnUie  atoekB,) 

per  estimate        --......     ^000  W 

Rent  of  the  Treasmr 060  00 

Rent  of  a  house  taken  for  aiwrt  of  the  office  <rf  the  RecisMr       -        900  00 
Rent  of  a  house  for  the  office  of  the  CommiMioner  m  the  Re- 

reaUe,  and  for  part  of  the  office  of  the  Comptroller,  and  pert  of 

the  office  of  the  Register  .....        S6S  66 

Rent  of  a  house  for  the  office  of  the  Auditor,  and  a  small  store  for 

Wjttblic  papers       - J73  33 
ood  for  the  Department,  (Treasurer's  exceptedj  candles,  Ac.  -     1,300  00 

^—  7,139  99 

niPABTMaMT  or  statu. 
iDclading  the  expense  attending  ike  collection  of  the  laws  of  the 
serersl  Stales,  for  pablishine  the  laws  of  ih»  sceond  Kssiaa  o( 
the  second  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  minting  an  edi- 
tion of  the  same,  to  be  disuibnted  ureeably  touw,  fcr  dw  col- 
lection of  newspapers  from  the  diletent  States,  and  gsaettes 
from  abroad        -.-....  1^1  67 

DBPABTMENT  OP  WAR. 

Secretary  of  War,  per  estimate      -  - ,      '    -  -  -        600  00 

Accountant  lo  the  War  Department         •  •  -  •        300  00 

, 90000 

General  Board  of  Commissioners,  per  e*lii«ato     ...  814  00 

Total _         -  -  -  -     8ia;466  30 

JOSEPH  NOURSB,  Regi^er. 
TapABUHT  DvABTMUT,  Rtgitler'a  Office,  November  8, 1792. 

An  additionai  utimaU  for  makmg  good  dejlcitnciafor  tKe  »i^^ 
for  aidmg  the  f\md  appropriaUd  for  the  payment  of  certain  affken  ^  Ihe  Gburtf,  juron,  and 
itiineiee*  ;  far  the  mpptni  of  light-koaeeM ,-  and  for  the  atabtUKment  of  ten  caUen,  end  for  other 
purpoeee. 

torn.  THB  BALARIfiS  OP  CBRTAIN   OFFICBBa,  BY  AJ(  ACT  MAKlNa  ALTBBATlOMa  IB  TBB  TBaaBDRT  AMO, 
TAB    DBPABTHBKTB. 

SalaiT  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Rerenne  fVom  the  8th  of  Hay,  17(0,  to 
the  31st  of  December  following,  at  nsMteea  hnadred  doUan  per  aumm   -   $1,S3S  93 

wlary  of  three  ele^,  on  the  busmess  of  the  revenue,  same  time,  at  five  hun- 
dred  dollars  per  annum,  each  -  -  -  -  .'-97809 

Salary  of  one  clerk  on  the  business  of  the  light-houses,  heaowis,  buoys, 
public  iHers,  and  stakeage,  at  five  hundred  dollars  pec  annvnu  for  sane  t 

ume-  -  -     ^   .  -  -  ."^     .  ^  .  .330  03 


Ogle 


I88S  Ai>P&N0r!t[:  1296 

BMtlvSt^  t^  Affpr^OpTvoHoW- 

SALABHs,  AC— Contintred. 

Sakiy  of  messenger,  at  two  hvmdred  doUan  per  annum,  for  same  time       -      $130  41 

Contingent  expenses  for  procuring  desks  and  other  fonuttlTe,  stationerT,  ftc.       200  00 

Salary  of  the  Accountant  to  the  War  Depaitment,  from  (he  8th  of  May  id 
the  31st  December  following,  at  twelr«  hUfidted  doltan  per  aiiitnm  -       T8S  46 

Salary  of  his  clerk,  from  the  23d  of  July  ft  the  31st  of  Decemter  fcUtfwii^, 
at  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ------        220  ID 

Contingent  eipensea  ibr  his  office       -•-.--       163  33 

Salar]^  of  each  of  the  two  principal  clerks  ta  the  Becrettl^  of  Ae  Treasury; 
at  eight  hundred  dollars  pet  annum  each,  for  the  same  period       -  •     1,043  28  . 

Salary  of  a  clerk  to  the  Treastim',  f^om  the  IBth  of  Jtue  to  the  Stst  ef  De- 
cember, 1793,  at  fire  htrndrei!  dollars  per  annum    -  -  -  -        289  86  • 

'Votthe  increased  stttarj  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Tieasuty,  from  the  8th 
of  May,  1792,  to  the  Sist  of  December  foUowing,  at  foilr  hnndred  doOan 
per  annum    -  -  - ■         •        9M  S3 

For  the  increased  salary  of  ihe  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  b«n  ih«  Bth  of 
Hay,  1792,  to  the  31tt  of  Duembar  following,  at  four  hundred  dollars  per 
annum 860  63 

Do.  of  the  Treasurer  for  man  time,  at  four  hundred  dollars  per  aawim      -        360  BS  ' 

Do.  of  the  Register  for  same  time,  it  foe  huAdiml  «Mlan  per  ■nwiiM         -       326  03 

Do.  of  the  Attorney  GeofMl  Sor  same  time,  at  four  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -86088 

Do.  of  the  chief  clerk  in  the  War  Departnttt,  tta*  time,  Kt  tiH>  hudred 
dollars  per  annum    •■-•--•-        103  41 

—  — —      #6,asaM 

To  make  good  deficiencies  for  tiie  sQpport  of  the  Civil  List,  viz : 
To  the  Clerk  td  the  House  of  Re]»esentatives  fbr  ainoont  of  Us 

estimate    -  -  -  -  -  ,        •  -    93(£  00 

And  for  the  pay  of  Bernard  Webb,  his  ptinciMl  clerk,  fVom  1st  of 

July  to  Ihe  1st  October,  1792— hinely-two  days,  at  three  doliam 

per  day     -..-.---      376  00 

676  00 

For  so  much  short  estimated  for  the  ctmtiogeHt  atpttmes  of  the  . ,/ 

oflSce  of  the  Secretary  of  State S3  H        li.l^ 

Do.  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Treaswy  DeBBrtmeal,  t^  ( 

payments  whereof,  to  the  30th  of  SaptmWs,  17mt,  having  ex- 
ceeded the  said  appropriations  by  the  sum  of     -  -  -   1,500  00 
Estimated  amount  of  expenses  to  the  31st  of  December,  1792      -      900  00  . 

2,400  00 

For  so  much  short  appropriated  for  the  o£Sce  of  the  Regbter  of 

the  Treasury,  the  estimate  for  1792  having  been  for  only  one 
oAoe-keeperi  whereas,fttnn  the  increased  number  of  offices,  and 
their  beiii  kept  in  separate  houses,  two  t^ce-keepers  were  re- 
mimi.and  hare  been  employed  at  one  hundred  and  teventy- 

in  Mhrs  each 360  00 

Deduct  appropriation  for  one  -  .  -  .  .      250  00 

100  00 

; ■'  S^TL  34 

Fm  the  salaries  of  the  Doorkeepers  and  Assistant  Doorkeepers  to  the  Se- 
nate and  House  of  Representatives,  under  the  act  for  their  compensatian, 
passed  the  13th  of  Apitl,  17% : 

For  the  salary  of  tphe  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  from  the  9th  of  May, 
1792,10  the  3Isi  of  December  ToUowing,at  five  hundreddollarsper  annum        324  65 

For  the  salary,  for  the  same  time,  for  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, at  live  hundred  dollars  per  annum     •  -  -  -        324  65 

Fin-  the  salary  to  the  AsststaAt  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  for  the  same  time, 
at  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  aimnm  .  »  .  .        293  19 

For  the  salary  to  the  Aasistant  Eteoke^r  to  the  Honae  of  RffRsanla- 
tives,  for  same  ^e,  at  four  hiwdred  a»d  fifty  doilaia  per  anMim  •  993  IS 

1,333  fli 

Commissioners  of  Loans  in  the  several  States,  for  the  salaries  of  their 
clerks,  aod  for  stationery,  under  the  act  passed  the  Stb  Hay,  1792: 

By  their  accounts,  rendered  to  the  31st  of  December.  1791,  an  additional  ap- 
propriation B  requisite,  of   -  -  -  -  -  -     1 650  00 
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siLABiu,  *a.— Contiiiaed. 
SVoKt  tbeii  Bcconattk  alretdy  rendemi  for  thfl  preMnt  year,  the  follovuif 
sums  Bie  eatimftied  for  each  offioe  to  the  3Iat  of  Qaoeviift,  1799,  tlw  t^ 
gffgtt^  vhereof  b  calculated  sufl^ient  to  pOTer  all  aemands  to  that  pe- 
riod, viz: 

fPiUaia  Gardner,  New  Hampshire 4660  00 

Nath&niel  Appletoo,  Hassachueetta    ..--..  4,'^Sl  SH 

J«Wz  Bowen,  Rhode  Tslaod    -'-.-.-  i,0T3  21 

Wflliam  Imiay,  Connecdcnt ,-           .  1,984  00 

John  Pochran,  New  Ywk «,777  68 

JUWB  Ewinff,  New  Jersey 500  00 

Xhomaa  Smith,  PennsylTania 3,aO&  3^ 

James  Tiltoo,  Delaware  •  -.-  -  -  -  -20000 

Thomas  Harwood,  Muylaod  -          -          -          •          -          -          -  1^113  70 

John  Hopkins,  Vinnnia          -------  3,714  66 

William  Skinner,  North  Carolina 844  44 

John  NeafviBe,  South  Carolina          -           .           .           .           .           .  1,500  00 

Richard  Wyllie,  Georgia -           -  364  pO 

To  extend  veir  allowance  for  said  expenses  to  ]!he  31st  ^  March,  1793,  in 

conformity  with  said  act      -           -           -           -           -     '      •           -  7,000  00 

derks  of  Coiuts,  jurors,  witnesses,  ftc.,  the  find  uriautg  from  fines,  for- 
feiture, and  pepalties,  having  hut  year  proved  insuf^cient  for  ths.4("* 
cWge  of  the  Si:counts  of  clerks  of  Conits,  Sex.,  to  which  they  were  ap- 
pointed; a  sum  for  the  present  year  is  estimated,  in  order  t»  ^c«ii9 
against  a  aimilai  contineency,  pf     -  -  -  -  -  -  ISfiOOi  00 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  light-houaes,  beaopps,  bno^s,  pablic 

piers,  aod  stoketge  of  channels,  bars,  and  shi^Js,  and  fer  occasional  im-  {^  - 

proventents  in  the  construction  of  the  lanthotaa  and  of  the  lamps  andxna-  V  *-3^t^f^' 

terials  used  therein  ------..  \        ^|10f)  PO 

For  the  e^tabli^ment  of  ten  cutters,  deficiency  in  the  ^jpropciation  her^ 

lofore  made  for  building  and  equipping  ten  cutters  -  -      .     -  3jOpO  00 

^ot  the  pjucluee  of  hydrometers,  for  the  use  of  the  ofScers  of  the  Cusimns 
and  Inspectors  of  the  Revenue,  for  the  year  1793  -  •        tl,500  QQ 

And  to  i|aM«<oo4  so  much  short  estimated  for  1792  -  610  10 

— TTT         2,1*0  10 

For  the  expenses  towards  the  saf;  keepiae  and  jvoseentign  of  persons  com- 
mitted fpr  offences  amipst  the  United  States  -  •  -  -  4^)pQ  00 

For  tlte  payment  of  RoWt  Feiuxer,  late  Agent  fcr  the  N»rth  Carolina  line, 
his  comm^ioD  to  one  per  cent  on  tl6,Q05  38  cents,  pa«d  to  the  cheers  of 
the  said  line,  for  their  pay  and  aubsulenee  for  the  years  1782  and  1783     -  )$9)  OS 

For  the  di^harge  of  such  demands  against  the  United  States  not  other- 
wise provided  for,  as  shall  bare  been  ascertained  and  admilted  in  due 
CUVrse  of  setUement  at  the  Treasury,  and  which  are  of  a  nature,  accord- 
ing to  the  usage  thereof,  to  require  payment  in  specie       •  -  .  5,000  00 


Treasdby  Dbpaktmbnt,  Rboistib'b  Orncc,  JVowmter  8, 1792. 

JOSEPH  N0URSS;,^ffiMr«r, 


.Ifftfmate  of  Ac  exptTuet  of  the  War  Department  far  the  year  17D3.— 7^  Legion  qf  the  IMted 
State:— Fajf. 


1  Major  General         -  •  -  . 

4  Bnf^dier  Generals   -  -  •  - 

1  Major  Commandant  of  Artillery 
1  Major  of  pragoons   -  -  -  - 

1  Q,uBrteTmaster  General         .  .  . 

iPajirmaster  at  headquarters  -           -           - 
Adjutant  Oeikeral,  to  do  the  duty  as  inspector 
1  ChapUin 


at  166  Odlars  per  month 

-    $1,9MOO 

■     ^f^^ 

55          do             -          - 

.     ttooo 

100           do               -           - 
60           do               -           - 

:  ««8 

75           do               -           - 

.       00000 

50           do               -           - 

eoooo 
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at  70  dolkra  per  montli 


emnuLL  BTArr— Contiiined. 
1  Surgecm  of  the  Bteff 
1  DepatT  Qnaitennutef        -  .  . 

3  Aida-M-camp  to  the  Major  GettenJ,  in  uldi- 

tioD  to  theu  pay  in  the  line  -  -        34  di 

4  Aid*^e-i»mp.oiie  fot  each  of  the  Brigadien, 

in  tddition  to  then  pay  in  the  line  -        24  d 

4  Brigade  Majors,  to  act  ai  deputy  inspectors, 

in  addition  to  their  pay  in  the  line  -       34  di 

6  BanwD^  Hates  for  the  hospitals,  foi  the 

Weitern  and  Boathem  ftontien  -  -        30  di 

1  Principal  Artificer    -  .  -  -       M  d 

1  Second  Artificer        ■  -  -  -        88  d 

FiELD.^The  first  «ab-Legioi 

3  Majors,  at  50  dollars  per  month  ... 


1  Snb-Legionary  Paymaster       -    at  10  diJlars 

1  Snb-I^onary  Qwutermsster  - 

3  Battalion  Q,nartermast«rs 

3  A4ititaoU  ... 

1  SuS-I^onary  Snreeon 

3  Battalion  Surgeons'Malea 

3  Bogeani  Majors 

"■  " — ■ -I  Sergeants 


One  Company  of  ArtillCTy— 

1  Captain 

2  IJeatenants 
4  Sergeants 
4  Corporals 

10  Artifleos 
40  Friraics 

3  Utuiciaos 


r 


month 


One  Troop  of  Hor 
1  C^tain- 


1  Comet  -  -  -  - 

e  SefgeanU  -  -  . 

6  Coipoiala  ... 

1  Farrier  .  .  .  - 

1  SMldler  -  -  .  - 

1  Tnunpeler  ... 

66  DtagooBS  .  -  - 

Bight  Companiw  of  Inftntry— 

8  Captains  ... 

8  Lieutenants  -  .  . 


48  Sergeants 
48  Corporab 
1  Senior  Musician 
15  Mosicians 
648  Printes 


4  Captains 
4  Li&tenanto 
4  Enstgns- 
S4  Sergeants 
34  Corporals 
4  Boglen  - 
SSSPi^Mes 


Four  Companies  of  Riflemen— 


&76O0 

1,153  00 

1,193  00 

3,160  m 
480  00 
313  00 

1,800  OD 


-  tI30  00 

-  96  00 

-  28800 

-  36000 

-  540  00 

-  1,080  00 
.     35200 

-  352  00 


•  480  00 

-  ^400 

-  28800 

-  240  00 
.  960  00 

-  1,440  00 

-  96  00 


480  00 

31S  00 
340  00 
432  00 
300  00 
90  00 
96  00 
48  00 
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EgtimaU  of  Appropriatiem. 


BTAFP— Con  tinned. 
Ammint  of  Pay  of  the  Leeion  of  the  United  States— 

Qeneml  Staff           ...           -           -           -           -           -           -           -  »18,M6  00 

The  first  Bub-Legion 71,^  00 

The  second  sub-Legion,  to  die  nine  amotmt           ......  71,388  00 

The  third  sub-Legion,               do    - 71,328  00 

The -fourth  aub-LegioD,             do 71^00 

SUBatSTEHCB. 

1  Major  General  -  -   at  15  rattans  per  d^y  ....  5,47S  rations. 

4  Brigadier  Generals         -        12  do 17,^0 

14  Majors    ...         4  do  .  -  -  •  .aa,4«> 

1  Adjutant  .  .         6  do 2,190 

1  Pajmuuter,  at  headquarters     4  do  .  -  -  .  .    1,460 

1  Qjiartennaster  -'6do---->    2,190 
1  Deputy  duartennaater  3  do  .  .  •  -  -    1,005 

1  Surgeon  to  the  Staff      .6d0'----  2,190 
4  Burgeons  -  .3  do  .     '      .  -  -  •   4,380 

13  Surgeons' Mates  -         2  do 8,760 

6  Siugeons'  Males,  for  gairisons  2  do  -  •  -  .  •   4,380 

1  Principal  Artificer        -         3  do 1,005 

1  Seoond  Artificer  -         2  do  .  -  •  •        .  .      730 

66  Captains  ..3  do....  -61,320 

60  Lieutenants       .  .         2  do 43^800 

48  Ensigns .  -  -  2  do 36040 

4  Comets  .  -  -         8  do 2,980 

314,965  latinu,     ' 

or  money  in  lieu  thereof,  at  the  o[«ian  of  the  officers,  at  the  eootnct  pti«^  at  die 

posts  respectirely  where  the  lation*  ihall  become  doe. 

240  Non.coaunisnoned  and  privates.  Artillery. 

3S0  Noo-commissioDed  and  i»intes,  Caralry. 

4,560  Hon.coinni i wanned  and  priTBtea,  Ii^ntiy. 

6.120  men,  at  one  ration  per  day 1,868>00 

8,063,786 

2,083,785  rations,  at  16  cents  pea  radon t312,667  76 

1  Major  Genetal,  at  «90  per  numdi •240  00 

4  Brigadier  Generals,  16  do  .           ■           -           -           -  768  00 

13  Majors  10  do  ......  1^  00 

1  Parnuster  at  headquarters,  10  do  -           .           •           -           >  12000 

1  Adjutant  General,  12  d? 144  00 

1  Qnartennaster  Qeuena  12  do 144  00 

1  Deputy  ^uarteinuiter  GcBeral,    10  do 130  00 

6  Aios-de-camp,  10  do  .           -.-           -•  72000 

4  Brigade  Majors,  6  do 288  00 

4  Adjutants,  6  do 288  00 

1  Su^eon  to  the  Staff;  13  do 144  00 

4  So^eoDs,  10  do  •           -           •           •           -  48000 

12  Sarg«ony  Mates,  6  do 864  00 

6  Surgeons'  Mates  for  the  garrisons,  6  do  .....  432  00 

4  Paymasten^  Odo  .  -           -           -           -  S8800 

12  Qautennasters,  6  do  -           •           .           -           -  664  00 


1  Major, 
4  Captains, 
4  Lieutenanta, 
4  Comets, 


CATALnr,  (unprovided  for  in  the  yeai  1793.) 
at  tlO  per  month        .  .  - 


7,464  00 


•190  00 
480  00 
368  00 
388  00 


....;,  Cioo^le 


laCB AgPBWPHL     WW 

erirr .— G  mtiuued. 

For  the  year  1793—  ^  „  „ 

1  Maioi,                                                  at  tlO  pei  month  .  r           {ISO  00 

4  CafetWM,                                                     10        do    -  -  r             480  00 

4  Lieutenants,                                                 6        do    -  -  -             288  DO 

4  Cornets,                                                       6        do    -  -  -             888  00 

880  Moti-«omnuMioned  officen  ani  privales,      6        do    -  -  -  25/MO  00              • 

31^56      00 

CLoYBtNO.  "     ■*■   ---S- 

340  Non-ooEanussioned  (Mcen  tnd  jmi^tee,        artillerT. 

320  d«  do  caralry. 

4,560  do  do  ioianlrj' 

5,120 
480  contiDganoiea. 

5,600  Buita,  M  »80  per  suit 119,000  W 

BOniPlflllTa  FOR  CATALHT. 

Boots,  hotsovw's  caps,  and  irnch  articles  as  may  be  lost  or  woTn-»coiijectnral  -  5,00P  OQ 

BOBsaa  FOB  CATALST. 
To  replace  the  liiiiii  i  which  may  die  or  become  nn£t  for  serrice— coitjecnual  -         5,000  00 

BoniiTT. 

To  eomplote  tkt  number  in  Ueu  of  discharged  soldien^  those  rendered  unfit  for  duty, 
and  deserters,  conjactan],  CM  nldkn,  incwding  preBunm,  at  #10  each         -  *         bfiOO  OO 

Additimal  bounty,  for  vhicb  no  provision  wbs  made,  but  allowed  bf  tha  aot  passed 

fia&rch6,1792: 
952  non-commissioned  officers  and  prirates  in  seBrioe  at  tS     -  -  -  -         1,904  00 

4,168  do  do  do  to  be  raistd,  being  ntimated  in  fbmtsr  es- 
timate at  98,  iDclading  ptemilim.  The  act  of  the  6th  March,  1793,  allowing  (10  is 
for  the  diObMBea,  t3 6,336  00 

Toalboimtjf 15^240  00 

VBPBHSITB  PBOTBOTIOM  OP  TBB  >BOBTBH|B. 

Pay,  ftc.,ofthemilitiaaBd«:oatB,estimatedat  -----  50^000  00 

HOSPITAL  HVAB'Pltan^ 

For  medicines,  instraiBents.  famituie,  and  stores  for  the  hospital,  for  the  gairlsoBs  asd 
poets  on  the  Western  and  Bouihem  Frontiers ;  also  the  pa;  and  rabststence.  of  a  pur- 
veyor, assistants,  and  nnrees,  in  the  hos}tital»— conjectural       -  -  -  8S,000|  00 

OVABTBRlf  abteb'b  »BFAB<rMaqT. 
Pack-horses  and  fon^  tents,  boats,  &c. ;  also,  the  transponaticm  of  the  reomjts,  ord- 
nance and  military  stores,  and  all  the  articles  of  the  Qmrteimaster's  DeparUneBt,  the 
pucchase  of  axes,  camp-kettles,  pack-saddles,  iron,  fael,  boards,  nails,  pam^  cwnpany 
Dooks,  stationery,  Ac. ;  also  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  arfilicers  em[Hoyed  m  the  said 
£>ep«rtment — conjectural  --..,...      lOO.OOO  00 

INDtJkH  DEPABTHEHT. 

The  expenses  in  this  Department  amount,  in  the  year  1792.  as  per  accoonta  rendered,  ;o       44,307  96 
Accounts  allowed,  which  will  be  shortly  stated — estimated         -  -  -  ,         SJtOO  00 

49,707  96 
Prwlded  for  m  the  year  1793 25,000  00 

Tom  -  -  -  -  .  ,,  -  -  -       84,?OTfle 

The  intplBs  his  been  paid  from  the  general  contingenciat  of  the  War  DeptrtmeM. 
The  ezpaisee  fot  tfce  year  1793  may  probably  amount  to  •  •  -  .       50^009  00 


)y  Go  Ogle 
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Etiimateqf  AppropnaUOM. 

N.  B.  It  u  iwpMiiMa  to  biesn  Ike  ereatt.  vfaicli  na-j  «ccuioD  exptiues  in  tU«  De- 
partmaDt,  so  as  to  reduce  iham  to  pai^ului.  The  aoms  of  the  ftietnt  year,  id  the 
accounts  settled  at  tb?  X'B'^*'^)')  "^J  serre  to  fona  some  idea  of  the  expenses  foi  the 
yewt  1793- 

OBDNANCB  DBPl^THEMT. 

For  the  sajaries  of  the  Suiiriwq)cn  at  the  Msraral  Anenals,  Tia : 

Spiingfietd,                                             Ma»achusetts     -           -           .           .           -  |480  00 

Fort  Rensselaer  and  its  dependencies,  New  York           -           -           •           -           -  173  00 

West  Point,                                            New  York          ■ 480  00 

Philadelphia,                                          PennsylTania       -           -           -           -           ■  600  00 

Carlisle,                                                 Pennsylvania       .....  60  00 

Fort  Pitt,                                               Pennsylvania 360  00 

New  London,                                        Virginia               -           t           -           -           -  430  00 

Manchester,                                            Virginia               -           •           -           •  ,         -  50  00 

Charleston,                                             South  Carolina   -           -           -           -           -  100  00 

One  assistant  at  Springfield           -           •           -           -'.           -           -           •  240  00 

Two  assiBtants  at  West  Point        -           -           -           -           -           •           •           -  48000 

One  clerk  of  miliUry  stores,  Philadetphi*             -      .     -           -           -           -           -  480  00 

3,832  00 

BBNTS. 

Philndelpbia $066  66 

New  London 350  00 

Manchester 66  66 

i,oes  3S 

Lnbarers  at  the  arsenals     -.----.  400  M 

Ooopera,  armorers,  and  carpenters,  employed  occasioikally  -  -  600  00 

10  armorers,  at  $10  per  month       ......  1,800  00 

S  condoetors  ef  military  stores,  at  $30  per  month  ...  7ao  00 

8,920  00 

900  rifles,  purchased  in  1798,  and  not  i)u:luded  in  former  estimates         ...        6,000  00 
KepairioK  of  arms,  equipmeBts  of  cannon,  eartridge^xes,  swords,  and  erery  odier  arti- 
cle in  this  department — conjectural      .....  ^  .       10,000  00 

Total  -  -  ...  .  .  .  .      53,835  ik 

INVALIDS. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  inv&lids  of  the  United  States,  Irom  the  5th  day  of 
March,  1793,  to  the  4th  day  of  March,  1794,  viz: 

New  Hampshire |3,810  68 

By  the  Circuit  Court 409  12 

■ $4,319  80 

Massachusetts 11,941  75 

By  the  Circuit  Court  .....  i  336  45 

13,278  20 

Rhode  bland 3,899  00 

By  the  Circuit  Court  -  •  -  •  -  190  00 

3,095  00 

Cwmeeticul 7,««  06 

By  the  Circuit  Court  -  -  -  -  -  795  80 

8,477  83 

Vermont 

By  the  Circuit  Court 510  64 

—  510  64 

New  York            .           .           -           , 15,972  66 

New  Jersejr 4^004  S6 

By  the  Cirenit  Covul  .  -  ,  .  ,  76  00 

,,„,  ,„.,-„  4,170  36 

Pennsylvania       .........  16,643  64 

Delaware 1,884  tO 

Maryland             • 4,336  56 

Vi^gi^ia  ....           - 7,761  33 

North  Carolina 886  » 

Geeigia 1,018  40 

Total .           -  82,245  32 
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F  TBS  BQILDtNae  OCODPtBD  FOR  TRC  vac  OP  THE  TAI 

or  TBI  ACConHTAirr  op  the  was 
ouuc  of  the  leue  for  the 


oortimsbhoibb  op  tbi  war  DBPAB-mnrr. 
For  mBps,  hiring  expreuei,  allovances  to  officers  for  extra  expeoees,  jniDtJng,  loss  of 
stores  of  aU  kmds,  advertisiiig  and  aj^et^ending  deserters,  &c. — conjecturml  -  -      50,000  W 

N.  B.  It  is  to  be  obserred,  upon  this  article,  as  well  as  every  other  vS  this  estimate, 
that  for  every  cent  expended  in  pursuance  thereof,  vouchers  must  be  produced  at  the 
Treasurv,  excepting,  perha[>E,  the  sums  which  may  be  expended  for  secret  iatdligence. 
where  the  names  might  be  important  to  be  concealed ;  but  for  the  ivopriety  of  the  small 
sums  which  might  be  M  expended,  the  reputation  of  the  commauaing  (Acer  is  pledged 
to  the  public. 

RECAPTTCLATION. 

Pav  of  the  Legion  of  the  United  Sutes S3M,30e  Ot 

Sabustence 312^587  71 

Forage MJ^Am 

Clothing 112,0I» « 

Equipments  ibr  cavalry     ....                       ....  5,000  OO 

Horses  for  cavalty 5,000  M 

Bounty IS^M 

Defensive  protection  of  the  frontten  by  militia    ......  50^000  W 

Hospital  department         -          -          -          ...          .          .          .          ..  3S,000  (■ 

OnatiermaateT's  department         ........  10(^000  00 

Indian  department             .........  SOfiOO  N 

Ordnance  department       .........  SSfiSi  a 

Invalids      -            -,-           -           -           .           .           .           .           .            .  83^246  3 

Ijease  of  the  bnildings  occupied  for  the  War  Office,  &c.            ....  ifiU  OG 

Contingencies  of  the  War  Department     .......  50,000  00 

Total 1,171,719  Oi 

War  OmcB,  October  2S,  1793. 

H.  KNOX,  Secretary  ^  War. 

Trbardrt  Diparthbht,  Rmistbr'b  Ofticb,  ftfowBtfarS,  1793. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  otigioaL  filed  ia  this  office. 

JOSEPH  N0UR8B,  A^wter. 

T'»t*l»™. #1,171,719  06 

Deduct  for  mvalids  .........         82^  3S 

I*«»" 1,089,473  73 


Comjiarative  ataitment  o/expmdUt$re  and  retwwe  to  the  end  <^the  year  1793. 
BxPBMDrruRE. 
Amount  from  the  commencement  of  the  year  1791  to  the  end  of  the  year  1793,  as 

stated  m  a  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d  January  last  -  -    |7,083,197  7i 

AMitional  appropriation  for  the  War  Department,  per  act  of  the  3d  of  May,  179^ 

tor  raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for  tiie  protection  of  the  frontiers,  Ac.  .  .         673,500  00 

AH»ropnauoBs  by  an  act  of  the  Bth  of  May,  1798,  entitled  "  An  act  nfiafcing  certain 

apprwprutions,  therein  specified"        •.-....  84,497  90 

Moneys  requisite  by  estimate  for  the  cnrrenl  service  of  1793  .           .           .           .      l  616,785  10 
interest  on  the  Public  Debt  for  the  same  year 2^^194  73 

Total  expenditure  .---...    12,306,175  47 
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WITS  UtD  MEANS. 

Nfltt  {aodnet  td  duties  on  imports  mnd  tpnnage  foi  the  year  1791,  as  EtsceTtained         -    f3, 
Do  do  do  for  the  year  1792,  as  estimated  (a)     ■ 

Do  do  do  for  the  year  1793  (b)  - 

Do  of  duties  on  home  made  Bpiriti  for  one  half-year  of  1791  (c) 
Do  do  do  for  1792(c)         -  .  -  . 

Do  do  do         for  1793  (c)         - 

Sarpliu  which  viU  protebly  temtua  vnezpended  of  the  sums  appropriated  for  the 


,403,196  16 
,900,000  00 
,000,000  00 
160,000  00 


sarploa  which  will  protebiy  temtUB  vnezpended  of  tbe  sums  appropriated  for  the 
War  Department  for  1792  (d) 140,000  00 


Total  ways  and  n 


13,393,195  16 


MOTES. 

(4^  This  ram  is  Tistimstitri  by  tdding  to  tfaq  uceilunBd  orodnct  of  lh«  ye*r  1791  sn  isc«Ttun*d  eicea  of  the 
ptMUOt  of  thefint  two  qouten  of  ths  jaar  1T9S,  beyond  Uw  prodad  of  the  flnt  two  quaiten  of  the  yui  1791, 
bcinc  •863^19  11,  ludlhaertimttadprMdttet  fbr*  half  year  of  Iheadditiond  Allies  on  inipOFti  laid  during  the 
UstsoMuui  of  Cangreis,  sod  ccmneaang  oo  the  lit  of  July  ]t*t,btiag  9^61,760.  Aceordisg  to  the  mforini- 
tion  hitherto  received  at  (he  Tiessuiy,  then  is  arery  probabill^  that  the  amount  of  the  duties  for  the  last  half' 
year  of  1703  will  fully  equal  this  calcidatiou  of  theirpTDdaet,U'ttM  ntUo  of  the  fint  half-year  will  eieeed  it. 

(()  This  eatiinala  pioceedsou  the  basis  of  the  product  of  ITH,  makiBga  comenmurc  of  two  conaideratioii^— 
one,  an  inaease  whidi  may  be  aipeeted  equal  to  the  dlArenoe  between  a  whole  and  a  half-yeu'i  pioduct  of 
file  additional  duties  shove  mentioned ;  the  olher,  a  decrease  which  may  arise  &«m  a  defalcation  of  the  dutiss  on 
fcreign  sidrits,  in  consequsQce  of  the  Increase  of  domestic  distillatioa.  There  is  good  ground  to  conclude  Aat 
tbe  sum  slated  will  rather  &11  short  of  than  exceed  tbe  actual  product 

(e)  Tliis  branch  of  the  revenue  is  not  yet  in  complete  order,  but  enough  is  aseertained,  by  actnal  raturns^  to 
•Ifcid  a  moral  certain^  that  the  product  cannot  be  materially  less  than  is  here  staled. 

(d)  This  surplus  is  thus  deduced : 
Tbe  total  appropriation  At  the  War  Department  br  the  year  17S9ia    ....    $1,081,146  M 
The  total  omndHun  to  th«  S7th  of  October  was  .  -  -  -     $690,796  00 

The  sum  at  that  time  estimated  I7  the  SecreUry  of  War  to  be  further  necessary 

o  the  end  of  the  year,  exdusiTe  of  pmriaion  auppliiss,  is        -  -  -        S1S,9M  DO 

-.^ ,  _._^ ^     -    -'^-  — -=,  afcrthersumof         -  -  30,000  00 

989,746  00 


a  prorinons  and  oontingencies  may  b 


Balance  which  will  probably  nmain 


Some  inconsiderable  appropriations  fbr  particular  purpoae*  are  nnnotioed,  because  e 
probably  nearly,  if  not  altogether,  balance  them. 

Treasury  Dbpiiitmbnt,  November  14, 1792. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

[Statements  E  and  F,  "  shoving  the  application,  in  detail,  of  the  sums  of  $50,000  and  of  $5,000, 
respectively,  granted  by  an  act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned,  passed  the  12th 
August,  1790,  for  the  purpose  of  discha^ingsuch  demands  on  the  United  States,  not  otheiwise  pro- 
Tided  for,  as  shall  have  bem  ascertained  and  admitted  in  doe  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury, 
And  which  are  of  a  nature,  according  to  ^  usage  thereof,  to  require  payment  in  specie,"  not  being 
deemed  important,  are  here  <miitted!] 


GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR'S  ^PEAT. 


House  op  Reprebentatiteb,  February  15,  1793. 

Hr.  OiLBB,  from  the  c<HnmitlM,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted As  Report  of  the  oosiunittee  qipcanted  to  in- 
quire into  the  cause*  of  the  fUIora  of  the  expedition 
mider  Mqn  Genera]  St.  Clair,  togethar  with  the 
docwnenis  relatiiig  thereto,  including  the  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  memorial  of  Samud 
Hodfdmi,teTS 

belne  tfwi,  as  bvas  s««ni 

ony,  pro- 

dneed  to  thsxB ;  lo  hear  snd  Osnwlo  the  writtsB  I 
■HiiilialiHis,  Biadi  by  (be  Seeretaiyof  War,  Samnd 


Hodgdon,  and  Ae  CowmaiideHn-«hi«f  of  die  expo- 


make  the  fbllowing  supfdementary  Report: 

The   original   report  oommencas  in   the  foDowing 

"  The  contract  fbr  the  sunlies  of  the  Army  00  the 
route  from  Toil  Pitt  was  made  by  Theodoons  Fowla 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaniy,  end  bears  date  the 
twenty-eighth  dayof  Octobei,ODB  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety ;  that  at  the  same  time  a  bond  in  the 
Ejntltj  ot  one  hundred  thousand  dollaiB,  with  Walter 
itingaton  and  John  Cochran,  aecurities  thereto,  was 
entered  into  fbr  the  due  execution  of  Ae  contract  j 
Oat,  on  Ae  dihd  day  of  January,  0      ~* 


I3U 


appe;ndii. 
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hundred  and  miiet:r-oi">tl><  contnctwu  whoUj  tniw- 
fcnd  from  the  uid  Fow1«t  to  Willuun  I>aer,  s  copy  of 
whkb  truuiirwu  lodgad  in  (he  office  of  the  Sseietuy 
WT  the  Treuur; ;  that  bj  letter  from  tlw  Becretu;  of 
Wu,  beuiiig  date  the  tnenlj-fifth  da;  of  Febnuuj,  one 
ihoniaod  iwen  hiuidred  and  Duietjr-ona,  addreised  to 
Williaoi  Daer,  it  appean  that  he  ira>  coniideTed  ai 
conlractoi;  that  no  eoneapimdeiiM  appean  to  h>ie 
taken  place  ■ubeequenth  to  that  time  between  The- 
odemns  Fowlei  and  either  the  Treuncy  oi  Wai  De- 
partmenta." 

From  documents  receired  bjr  the  Committee, 
•inee  their  kit  appointmeDi,  it  appears  that  the 
copy  of  the  before  mentioned  transfer  was  not 
lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury uDtil  the  serentk  of  April,  tme  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  oinety-onej  ai  which  time  it 
was  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
viuder  covet  of  a  letter  from  William  Duer,  in- 
forminff  him  of  the  circumataiwe  of  the  said  Ixaos- 
fer,  ana  making  reauisitiona  for  ceriain  advaaces 
of  monejr.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaniy, 
byleoerin  replyofthesaBedate,  agraes  tomake 
the  adTanees  required  to  William  Daer,  a«  the 
agent  of  Theodosius  Fowler. 

It  appean  tMit  all  the  warrants  issued  from  the 
TreaauryLJor  the  purposes  of  thb  contract,  were 
issued  to  William  Duer,  as  the  agent  of  Theodo- 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  furnished 
the  Committee  with  the  written  opinions  of  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  an4  seye- 
ral  other  lawyers  of  eminence,  all  of  whom  con- 
cur in  opinion,  that  the  securities  to  the  bcmd, 
(Originally  givefk  by  Theodosius  Fowler,  for  the 
executiot)  of  this  contract,  are  now  responsible  for 
nil  daoMtgWi  eonMq^aIlt  mpoB  any  biMch  o(  that 
contract. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  who  alone  appears  to 
bare  been  the  agmt  ok  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  in  all  things  relating  to  (he  execution  of 
the  contract,  has  always  corresponded  with  Wil- 
liam Duer,  as  the  contractor,  and  his  correspoad- 
ence  commences  at  a  date  prior  to  that  of  the  copy 
of  the  contract  lodged  at  the  Treasury. 

The  original  report  proceeds — 

"  That,  on  the  aiith  of  March,  one  thotuand  aeren 
hundred  and  nine^-one,  a  contract  waa  entered  into 
bj  William  Duer  with  the  Secrotaiy  of  Wu,  for  nip- 
idying  the  troop*  with  pioTinona,  until  theiT  airival  at 
Fort  Pitt,  and  at  Fort  Pitt.  A  bond  wu,  at  the  same 
time,  entered  into,  bj  the  aaid  William  Duer,  for  the 
daa  eienHion  of  die  said  osMract,  in  the  penalty  of 
ttai  ^thauaaad  di4lan  withoM  aay  aecniity  whatK>- 

It  appears,  by  a  re-eiamipation  of  the  docu- 
ments formerly  be  fbretheCommiitee,  that  the  date 
and  terms  of  the  last  mentioned  contract  were 
misrepresented  j  the  dale  being  the  twenty  siith, 
instead  of  the  sixth  of  April,  and  the  terms  of  the 
contract  being  to  furnish  provisions  for  the  troops 
until  their  arrival  at  Port  Pitt,  but  not  during 
their,  continuance  at  thai  place.  The  first  of  these 
mistakes  appears  to  have  been  merely  casual }  the 
tecond  appear  to  have  ^risen  from  paying  greater 
attention  bf  tfte  tq»t^lMukwibich  tbaoonUfiBtwaf 


havine  been  conceived  by  the  C 
tee  that  Cok>B«l  NaTtUe,  the  ageat  for  — pflrag 
the  troops  during  their  continuance  at  Fort  Pin, 
acted  under  the  last  mentioDed  contract.  This 
circumstance  is  rendered  the  len  material,  feat 
the  consideration,  that  according  to  the  P^  of 
campaign,  bo  delay  of  the  troops  at  Port  Pitt  wn 
counted  upon.    The  statement  is  otherwiae  ctv- 


The  Secretary  of  War,  in  1  _ 

states  that  it  was  not  the  <»tom  of  the  office  u 
require  other  security  than  that  of  the  ccwtisctix. 
for  the  due  execution  of  contncts  of  small  amouui 
and  it  appears  by  a  Idtet  of  tka  BaentMir  of  ibe 
Troasury,  writt«n  einaa  the  fotmar  rcp<Mt,  ibtt 
tfaa  Seenlwy  af  War  eoaanlied  with  bim  wa 
the  oceasioB  alloded  to,  and  that  he  ■greed  ■ 
opinion,  that  further  aecnrity  waa  not  neecMary. 

It  is  stated  in  the  original  report,  after  speakng 
of  one  of  the  contractor's  agents,  that — 

"  Jt  appean  by  letters  fcom  loba  Keao.  annriwr  rf 
the  Gontractor'a  agents,  that  no  moneys  bad  bc^  i» 
ceived  bv  him  on  the  eighth  of  May.  and  it  apfCB 
that  on  the  twenty'thiid  of  Harch  there  waa  ■dvnad 
to  William  Daer,  on  th«  la«t  menlianed  contaal^  At 
■urn  of  fifteen  thousand  dellai&" 

Upoa  r»«xaminiag  the  IctiMBof  Jol^  En>,il 
appeanthat  hehad  received  the  nun  of  fo^  bw- 
dred  and  Sfiy  dollars,  and  no  more,  bdwic  lb 
aforeeaid  eighth  day  of  May,  which  was  beAre 
overlooked  by  the  Committee.  And  it  apyean 
from  documents  received  by  the  Committee  since 
tbeir  report,  that  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dni- 
lars  was  not  advanced  to  William  Doer  on  ac- 
count of  the  last  mentioned  contract,  on  the  twe*- 
tv-ihird  of  March.  The  Committee  were  led  into 
tnis  mistake  by  a  docmneut  received  from  the 
Treasurer,  representiiw  the  fact  as  stated  in  the 
original  report;  which  document  is  still  before 
the  Committee.  The  true  state  of  this  Rmns»e- 
tion  as  recently  stated,  appears  to  be  is  follows: 

A  warrant  issued  in  favor  of  Joseph  HoweU,  on 
the  twenty-third  of  March,  for  the  sirm  of  flfteei 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment generally,  and  not  for  William  Dner,  a* 
staled  m  the  account  rendered  by  the  Treasurer  i 
of  which  sum,  were  advanced  to  Williaro  Diaet, 
on  the  iweRly-sixth  of  March,  four  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  on  the  eighth  day  of  May  following,  were 
paid  to  James  Smith,  contracting  agent  for  Wil- 
liam Puer,  one  thousand  dollars ;  »)d  betwen 
the  twenty-first  of  May  and  the  twenty-third  of 
July,  were  paid  lo  John  Kean,  another  agent  tet 
WUliam  Dver,  tinir  btmdred  and  tbirty-aeTen  M- 
Isn  Bud  oiaaty-oas  cent*— making  the  wboU  aBm 
advanced  on  the  last  iDentiop.ea  coiuiaci,  five 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ihiny-seren  doUad 
and  ninety-one  cents.  The  residue  of  the  fifteea 
thousand  dollars  is  sug^sied  to  hare  been  applied 
to  the  oae  of  the  War  Departmont  gv&araUr. 

Vhe  (ngiaal  rapoat  atatas  tbBt~ 
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pfattt  whidt,  with  th«  tnBm(Uiioib**w*<d  U>mam 
dwn  daaUe  tlw  prioa  M  whi<^  diej  mi^  have  -beoo 
graonndat  Port  Pit^uid  Were  toaai,  npon  Mimin*- 
tUM,  to  be  unfit  fox  MS." 

Mr.  Hodsdon  has  produced  to  the  Committee 
a  nambef  <rf  kx-parte  affldimti  abd  eertiCeates  to 
fitave  that  these  several  artiolm  were  famMhed 
m  sufficient  qDantitieii,  and  of  good  Quality.  Moot 
Of  the<te  affitbivits,  however,  were  made  by  the 
MftBiifaetirren  of  tfie  «»pecti»«  articles,  or  per- 
mae  in  the  employnwtt  of  Mr.  Hodgdou^  and  ge- 
Dwally  written  In  a  (KArent  handwriting  fVom 
Aat  of  the  subserlbiof  deponents,  and  moat  of  the 
eerttfieates  by  perwms  unknown  to  the  Commit- 
aw.  fiat  the  lesthnfmy  fonnerly  tnkeo  by  the 
Commiitee,  and  the  corroboration  ofit  by  the  evi- 
dence of  respectable  and  disinterested  persons, 
Intely  taken  by  the  Ccmraitteej  (n  jwewDee  of  Mr. 
Hodgdon,  appears  abtmdastly  svfieient  to  justify' 
the  fttatement  of  facts  oontained  in  the  orieinu 
Rpiirt  With  mtpeet  to  the  paok-saddtes,  Sow- 
erer,  it  fs  necessary  fo  remark,  thai  some  qoalifi- 
cMlon  of  die  expression  used  in  the  oripnol  re- 
port WouM  be  proper.  They  appear  to  have  been 
made  of  different  sizes ;  those  of  the  Ursest 
are  proved  to  hare  heea  wtkolty  unfit  Tor 
Ae  borKs  used  for  pack-horses  behig  mnerally 
•ttial].  Some  of  the  smaller  [net«Mines,  how- 
eTer,-«n>e«F  to  have  been  used  in  ibe  oanuMi^, 
and  to  hare  answered  the  ntiended  purpose  betto- 
Aao  wks  at  first  expected. 
It  is  stated  in  the  original  report  that— 
u  Tba  unu  unt  forwud  ■Ppsv  not  M  ^v«  been 
duly  ciaminML  and  umed  (irort  Ktt  aitrcmelj  oul 
of  order,  *ail  toanj  touOy  nnfit  for  qb^  irhich  circum- 
•luice  [endered  repun  absolntely  nect/uejy,  and  tddni 
to  the  delay  of  the  troops  at  Port  Pitt" 

The  Comminae  an  led  w  ccaoloda,  from  an- 
theotie  ■famation  recently  jeeaired,  that  the 
Maaplaiot  cf  the  annt  inteiided  tat  a»  tegular 
tidopa  and  kmea,ie  oafMUiAed  y  Mine  of  tha  aroH 
appear  to  hare  been  daaaaged,  aftar  Aey  wcca  put 
iMB  Aa  haa^  of  the  traopa,  frtta  litm  Inexpe- 
rittue  or  audennen,  tboagii  deli^red  to  them' 


The  OoDimiltee  are  sotisBed  from  ezperimetats 
made  since  the  original  report  by  Captftin  Pord, 
at  Port  ffashineton.  upon  reijruest  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  by'eamples  of  the  powdec  from 
theoce,  actually  furnished  the  Committee,  that 
the  powder  was  ori^nall^  of  ^ood  quality;  but 
thai  a  certain  quantity  of  it  was  damaged  by  ex.- 
posure  to  the  ait  and  moisture  after  being  issued 
to  the  troops.  Aod  it  appei^  to  h&r«  bee*  pow- 
der of  this  description,  upon  which  ezpaiiiiMnia 
were  nade  by  soma  of  the  affioan  ia  the  cxpedi* 
tioo,  whBb  pi»4ac(d  uaftvoBhle  imfiressuiaB  aa 
la  «ke  qaaUty  of  tha  powder  fn  geaenls  for  it  sa 


inaood 


a  the  a 


Lhe  orlainal  t«- 
r  iawSieh  tkia 


^i^illed  staMueat  eontained  in 

por^  fnm  Iha  Onqaaliftad  auan. 

sahjact  ia  ^oktn  or  by  acaae  of  die 

oly  evarainad  by  the  Gotamiitee ;  they  am  nani^ 

ilaiad  witk  aufficient  jaecision  the  taases  of  the 

wtna  being  oat  of  repair,  aor  speoi^riBg  tha  pr»- 

baUe  noaaMf  leqttinng  repain 

The  original  report  proceeds  with  the  fbllow- 
iDg  expression : 

"  It  sppcan  thu  •  great  proportion  of  llie  powder, 
nipplied  for  the  DH  of  llie  Army,  was  not  of  good 
qauity,  though  an  eipeiimcnt  was  made  by  Major  Fei> 
g:ason,alFort  Pitt,  with  a  howitzer,  who  reported  In  b- 
rtor  of  the  t[iMtj  of  dw  powder." 


the  officers,  that  the  peardto  iagatnal  waanotaf 
good  auality.  The  insufficiency  of  the  powder, 
afler  the  Army  took  tlie  field,  is  accounted  Joe 
from  the  bad  'qualit;^  of  the  tents.  It  is  in  testi- 
mony to  the  Committee,  that  great  quantities  of 
the  Bzed  ammunition  r^ere  actually  rendered  use- 
less from  that  cause. 
It  is  stated  in  the  original  report  Au — 
--  ^  -  -  „„  upeiaasdf) 
rM«idi,«iid  eoi 


la  this  itatanwnt,  the  dutatiea  of  Hr.  Hodr- 
don'a  stay  at  Fort  Pitt  was  casnally  omitted, 
which  vpears  to  hare  be^  from  the  tenth  of 
June,  till  the  twenty -eisth  of  August.  The  inaer- 
tioo  ot  this  &M  wis  ■nfficieatly^tplain  the  sHMa 
of  the  Conuaittee  ia  the  inference  reapecting  tha 
time  in  whiieh  ^  preaetMC  itf  the  QMartantasm 
Gteaerot  was  heccssary  at  the  Army. 
It  is  staled  in  the  origiiial  report  that— 
"llwie  were  six  hmidted  and  serene-fire  stand  of 
Du  ti  Port  WacUofbni,  on  the  ftnt  «f  Jane,  and 
Nt  of  Aeae  lotdly  out  of  repair." 
These  arou,  the  precise  number  of  whioli  a^p- 
pears  not  to  be  accurately  ascertained,  are  odmiV 
ted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  hare  been  at  Fort 
Washington  in  the  situation  described,  but  he 
su^eiits  that  they  were  old  and  usete.ss  arms, 
w^h  had  been  collected  at  that  place,  and  were 
not  counted  upon  as  any  part  of  the  supply  of 
arms  for  the  expedition.  It  appears  that  the  regu- 
lar troops  and  levies  Were  completely  suppUed 
with  arms,  without  recurruice  to  this  stock;  but 
a  number  of  them  Was  repaired,  by  orders  of  the 
Commauder-in-chier  of  the  expedition,  with  a 
,  as  he  suggests,  to  arm  the  militia  from  Ken- 
tucky, who  it  was  expected,  would  anive,  either 
'Qciently  armed,  or  not  armed  at  all ;  and  he 
ol  conceive  the  arrangements,  made  by  the 
War  Department,  competent  to  arming  the  aiUi- 
tia,  together  with  the  other  troops. 
The  original  report  states  that — 
"  The  Fii*aleB  of  Ae  laries  weaived  but  thras  dot« 
lara  pay  each,  fiOM  the  tine  of  tluir  nt^utUn  uiSrt' 
tOMita  to  Iha  tiaie  of  tfuur  respeetiTa  iImi  hei|»  and 
were  actually  disdiarged  without  ftrther  pay  or  aet&^ 
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racnw  th«D,  ifMiQriiw 


without  atatinc  Um  unonnt,  ibc  obJAct  of  which 
gfUi  to  have  be*ii  to  prevent  traiubn;  " 
effect  wu  not  produced  bj  the  rneuuiE  ;  uu  umaw 
wen  (Old  tbr  tnlliiig  eonadenitioiii ;  the  re«l  mini  due 
on  the  notes  were  Tuion* — ftom  ten  to  twen^-llTe 
Mien,  end  they  wen  fiaqnenttj  aold  fin'  one  doUar,  or 
mie  gaBoD  of  whiikey.  The  monejt  fin  dM  pey  of 
tit*  kvie*  did  not  latie  Philedelpfatt  liD  tba  fbmth  of 
DaMBber,  me  tbooMad  laTen  hmdrad  ■ndnfiMtf-MW, 
Mr  BTriv*  at  Fort  WeAiafloD,  lil  the  third  of  Jnvu7, 


1  report,  respecting  the  discharging  of  the 
'Ties,  withoat  their  stipulated^y,  which  are  ad- 
liited  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  hare  been 
juatly  stated, he  ha3,iD  bis  late  communicatioo, sug- 
gested to  the  Committee,  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
discbaiKe  of  the  leriee  there  wa«  actaally,  ia  lite 
bABda  <tf  the  QAMTtenoMter  QeBorkl,  the  sum  of 
■ixtwa  thomaad  two  btudied  and  ninety-t 
doUan  and  seventy  emts,  which  tnrm  lobiecl 
be  allied  to  any  otwee^  agreMbly  to  the  discrc- 
tioi)  (d  the  Coinmander*ui-<;hief  of  the  expedition, 
and  might  bare  been  applied,  if  he  thought  pro- 
per, to  the  payment  of  the  ducharg«d  levies,  and 
would  have  been  sufficient  for  two  months  pay 
to  the  officen,  and  foor  mcwthi  pay  to  the  pci- 
TBtes.  This  sum  is  admitted  by  the  Q^tartermaa- 
tra  Oeaenl  to  hare  been  in  bis  huids  at  the  time 
of  the  discharge  of  the  leviea,  uid  would  have 
been  awlied  to  their  par  If  ot^rs  bad  been  given 
I»  the  ComioaadBr^n'Cawf  of  the  expedition  for 
that  pnrpoee :  but  that  no  soeh  otdars  ever  were 
received  by  nim.  The  Secretary  of  War  inim 
from  these  cireiuostaneet,  that  ito  unsure  should 
be  imputed  to  the  War  Department  for  not  havittg 
paid  implicit  attention  to  tnis  subject. 

The  circumstsJices  respectios  this  transaction 
hare  been  attentively  examined  by  the  Commit- 
tee, and  appear  to  them  to  be  the  following:  The 
Quartermaster  General,  upon  bis  leaving  Phila- 
delphia,  was  furnished  with  the  sum  oi  twenty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of  that  Department. 
He  was  afterwards  furnished  with  two  other 
sums,  to  wit :  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  for^-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  on 
the  twenty-third  of  July ;  and  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars 
and  sixty  cents,  on  the  seventh  day  of  July — 
making,  together,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  and 
sixty-nme  dollars  and  ten  cents.  It  appears  by 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  expedition,  that  five  thou- 
sand dollars  of  this  sum  were  to  be  applied  to  the 
pay  of  the  regular  troops,  if  the  Commander-in- 
chief  should  deem  that  a  proper  application  of 
the  tnOney;  which,  however,  was  not  done.  The 
remaloin^  part  of  this  money  was  intended  to 
form  a  kiad  of  military  chest,  to  answer  contin- 
uant expensei,  subject,  however,  to  the  nrntrol  of 
the   Commander-in-chief,     h  appears  that   the 


aaaneniMHi  QmMti,  a  additioo  to  ibew  am- 
^iea  of  cub,  was  MidiariMd  to  di*w  bilk  a«  uc 
BMMtary  of  War,  with  this  reatriction— thM  the 
CouB&edet-in-ehief  AaaM  mppton  of  m"  '-  '' 


them.  The  Qnrtennaster  C 
his  dnfb  at  Fort  Pitt,  prenovsly  to  his  urnal 
at  hMdouarters,  to  the  amount  ^  (wo  iboasBd 
six  hundred  dollars,  and  continsed  them  after  his 
arrival ;  but  it  does  not  appear  dtat  tfaoea  dnfb 

e  cenified  or  sanctioned  by  the  CoDunuidet- 
biaf ;  all  which  drafts  w«re  hoaoTad  by  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

It  is  suggested  by  the  Cammuidep4n-cluef  Am 
he  never  euuideied  the  money,  befofe  meotkiMd, 
u^iriqiriated  to  the  pay  of  the  lene&  upMi  thck 
discbafges,  nor  that  it  was  ever  intended  to  be  a^ 
plied  to  that  objeet.  Hcv  fimher  suggeala  a  waM 
of  knowledge  oT  Ibe  money  said  to  be  cm  bead  at 
tbe  time  of  the  discharges  of  the  leviea,  •Ithmi^ 
he  admiu  that  the  Qnartetmastei  Geaenl  shocUy 
after  hie  arrival  at  headquarters  tendered  him  a 
statement  of  the  cash  en  hand,  whieli  lie  icnn- 
ed,  without  examinatioa,  obsuving,  that  be  had 
already  received  sufficient  infwmation  rebitirely 
thereto  from  the  Secretary  of  War ;  thu  he  wia 
informed  of  tbe  amount  Of  moneys  origiBslly  re- 
ceived by  the  Quartermaster  General,  aad  cob- 
oeived  that  he  could  form  some  idea  of  the  b»- 
Uoce  on  hand  from  the  sums  disbuned  in  coase- 
quenoe  of  warrants  drawn  by  him,  which  he 
expected  were  paid  &om  that  fund ;  ttkat  lus  want 
of  information  as  lo  tbe  real  balance  amc  from 
the  circumstutce  of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  ftoar- 
termaster  Qeneral  without  his  koowiedgc,  or  tbe 
requisite  certificate  from  hun,  which  bills  ^eratcd 
as  a  relief  to  that  fund  for  theu  amount.  The 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  expedition  further 
suggested  to  the  Committee,  in  presence  of  the 
Quatlermaster  Oeneral,  that,  upon  making  ifrafta 
upon  the  fUud  before  alluded  to,  he  osouly  in- 
quired of  the  Quartermaster  General  whether  it 
was  sufficient  for  tbe  purpose  of  answering  the 
draft,  and  upon  repeating  this  inquiry,  just  bebrc 
tbe  diaehaige  of  the  levies^  be  reoeived  foe  a^ 
swer,  "  (bu  the  cheat  ins  verr  low."  This  stale- 
DMot  was  acquiesced  ih,  or  at  least  imk  denied,  bf 
the  Qaanennastcr  Q«ieral. 

The  Quartermaster  General  has  fbnisbed  Ike 
Committee  with  a  statement  of  hie  nceoont.  br 
which  it  appears  that  he  bad  on  hand,  on  the  6m 
day  of  Noremher,  one  thoosand  eeren  handled 
and  tdnety^ne,  eash,  to  the  anoimt  of  fiftut 
thoDsand  nine  nnadiaa  and  twelve  doUaie  and 
forty-two  cents,  and  twt>-thirds  (^  a  cent,  whiek 
he  Buggestt,  have  sinee  been  allied  ta  the  «se  oi 
bis  DepaitmenL  This  balance  is  d^ed  In  have 
been  on  hand,  by  the  Commander-in-ehief,  at  thm 
time,  and  be  us  ftaraiafaed  a  statement  of  di^ 
bursements  from  tbe  original  fiind  i  whicb  leavci 
the  amount  of  the  balance  at  the  time  of  the  dis- 
charge of  the  levies,  of  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  eiffhty-tbree  dollars  and  eighty-six  ceub, 
exclusive  of  five  thousand  dollars  appropriated  to 
thepay  of  the  old  troops. 

"fhe  Commander4a-ohief  further  si 
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Utara  ms  noPayinuter  lo  iha  AnQy,noraiiv  per- 
son autlkorized  to  settle  the  Accounts  dt  tbe  wutien. 
«nd  uceruin  the  i««l  balancea  due  to  thent,  until 
the  uriral  of  Mi.  Svann,  on  the  third  dfty  of  J^ 
Buarf ,  one  thouaond  seven  bandied  iJid  ninety- 
two,  uid  infers  that  he  had  no  aWlionlv  to  direA 
a  settlement  and  order  pay  to  the  soldier*,  until 
he  mu  informed  of  the  arrangements  made  at  the 
War  Office  relatively  to  tlnU  objeob  This  sug- 
gestion ia  strongly  confirmed  by  a  letter  from  the 


Secretary  of 


"«S, 


addxessed  to  the  Commandei 


in-chief,  and  forwarded  by  Mr.  Swann,  which  de- 
signates Mr.  Swann  as  Paymaster,  aiid  contains 
Outructioni  relatively  to  the  terms  of  "■■^■"g  the 
Mcounts  of  the  soldiery.  The  same  letter  serves 
to  show  th&t  the  twenty  thousand  and  sixty- 
doUnrs  ukd  len  cents,  put  into  the  ponessW-  ._ 
tbe  QuarterniasIerOeQeral,were  not  conclusively 
destined  for  the  pay  of  the  levies,  nor  eo  consi- 
dered by  the  Becretarv  of  War.  Becauie  it  is  as- 
serted m  the  letter,  lAat  Mr.  Swnun  i*  furnished 
with  a  sum  of  n^oney  sufficient  for  the  whole  pay 
of  the  levies,  without  ""Ung  anv  dedootiim  in 
ouuequence  of  the  moneys  funuehed  the  Qnar- 
teimaster  QeneraL 

It  is  asserted  by  the  Seerelary  vi  War  in  his 
conunonication  to  the  Committee,  that  tbe  time 
of  the  service  of  the  levies  did  not  ezrare  until 
aAer  tlie  arrival  of  Hr.  Swaim  at  Fort  Washing- 
ton, partkululy  Oaither's  and  Rbaa's  battalions, 
the  term  of  their  enlistments  having  been  to 
serve  six  months  after  their  arrival  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington, which  was  deemed  the  plaee  of  rendez- 
vous. The  time  vhieh  has  dapsed  &om  tbe  pe- 
riod of  enlirttnem  to  their  anim  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington, at  the  evident  impropriety  of  aonciing 
such  «  cwdition  to  the  enUmmenis,  eansed  the 
ccttdition  itself  to  be  dlniensed  with ;  and  those 
levies  were  aeinally  dieehaiged  shortly  aAer  the 
tweinh  of  November,  eae  Ihoasand  aeven  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  in  cosseqnenee  of  baTiag  •< 
six  months,  wfaiek  is  the  extent  of  the  servie 
thorized  by  law,  and  actually  received  certifieatee 
at  that  time  of  having  perfonned  ax  months  ser- 


Judgw  of  the  SnpieiDe  Court  of  the  United 
States,  stating  the  difficulties  and  ineoDTeniencaa 
which  attend  the  discharge  ot  their  duties,  accord- 
ing  to  the  present  Judiciary  system. 

A  ei^y  of  a  Letter  from  the  Ju^e*  attending 
tbe  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
North  Carolina  district,  in  June  last,  containing 
their  obaerratioBs  on  an  act  passed  during  the  latl 
session  of  Cfngtess,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provida 
for  the  eettlonMDt  of  tbe  claims  of  widows  and 
orphans  barred  by  the  limitations  batetoiore  eatn- 
hliahed,  and  to  ranilate  the  claim*  to  invalid  ps» 
sioM.''  OBO.  WASHINGTON. 

Un-nu)  Statm,  Nao.  7, 1793. 

Philadelpbia,  Aug.  B,  1793. 

Su:  Your  cAcial  connexion  with  the  L^gis-. 
lature,  and  the  consideratim  tha,t  apyliwtiooa 
from  us  to  them  cannot  be  made  in  any  manner 
so  respectful  to  Government  as  through  the  Pre* 
lidcnt,  induce  as  to  request  your  attention  to  the 
enclosed  representaliioiL  and  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  lay  it  before  ih^  Congress. 

We  reallv,  sii,  find  the  burdens  laid  upon  at  so 
excessive  that  we  cannot  forbear  re|Hesenting 
them  in  strong  and  exfdicii  terms. 

On  exlraormnajy  occasions  we  shall  always  be 
ready,  Mgood  citizens,  to  make  extraordinary  exet> 
tions  i  but  while  our  country  enjoys  pro^rlty, 
and  nothing  occurs  to  require  or  Justify  such  sever- 
ities, we  caimot  reconcile  ourselves  to  the  idea  of 
existing  in  exile  from  our  families,  and  of  being 
subjected  to  a  kind  of  life  on  which  we  cannot  re- 
flect without  experiencing  sensations  and  emotions 


more  easy  to  eooeeive 


iingsen 
e  Uian 


proper 


for  OS  to  ex- 


Upon  a  re-ezaminnlion  of  the  residue  of  the 
original  report,  and  the  evidmee  now  before  the 


A  regard  fw  candor  has  indnced  the  Commit- 
tee to  adopt  this  mode  of  reportinai  because  the 
on^^inal  report  is  thereby  p^eerTM,  mistakes  ex- 
istmg  in  tlw  tame,  and  which  are  now  corrected, 
and  the  causes  of  those  minakes  tendered  obvious, 
Md  ^  whole  sntrtect  presented  lo  view,  npim  the 
&irest  terms,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  to 
aU  pers4Mis  in  any  d^ree  eoneened  therein. 


ra-OBGANTZATION  OP  SUPREME  COVBT. 

GtntUmea  ttf  Ht  Smaie,  and 

of  Ot  Boute  of  a^trtaaiiatiptt  ■■ 
I  lay  before  yon  a  copy  of  a  Letter  and  repre- 
HlUatim  from  the  Chief  Justice  and  Aaaocwte 


With  the  most  perfect  respect,  esteem,  and  at- 
tachment, we  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servants, 
JOHN  JAY, 
WILLIAM  CUSHINO, 
JAMBS  WILSON, 
JOHN  BLAIR, 
JAMES  IRBDBLU 
THOMAS  JOHNSON. 
The  pBBsiDiirT  or  tbe  Uhitbd  States. 

ne  CW^  JM«ee  bmI  lib  AsasMs  A^es  </ tfe  au- 
mtmt  Court  TttptftfiiUM  rtprtiaU  to  Ihe  Ctngrtu 
6fAtO«HtdSteUt: 

That  when  die  present  judicial  arrangements 
took  riaee,  it  appaaned  to  be  a  general  and  well- 
ibunded  opinion,  that  the  act  thu  passed  was  to 
be  cmsidered  rather  as  introducing  a  temporary 
expedient  than  a  permanent  system,  and  that  it 
would  be  revised  as  soon  as  a  j>eriod  of  greater 
leisure  should  anive.  The  subject  was  new.  and 
was  rendered  intricate  and  embarrassing  by  local 
as  well  as  other  diffieuliies ;  and  there  was  rea- 
son to  presume  that  others,  not  at  that  time  wp- 
parent,  wonld  be  discovered  by  exjterience.  The 
ensuingsesrions  of  Congress  were  so  occupied  by 
(tfher  afia^  of  great  and  pressing  importance,  that 
the  Judges  thought  it  imivopet  to  interrupt  the 
attention  of  Congress  by  any  application  on  the 


1^19 


Afpmow 
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totijneL    That  at  H  >roiild  bM  beeoine  tbem 
Highest  iriMt  ufcmtioiM  or  aritem  on^t  in  their 
afnnim  to  ba  formed  vA  adopted,  tksjr  omit  nnfe- 
ing  any  remarks  on  that  faeaa ;  but  ttwy  feel  tttoat 
sensibly  tba  accesiity  which  preMei  them  t 


That  the  tadt  of  holding  n*caty-w*eB  CiroaK 
CmatK  a  fear,  in  the  di&rent  States,  from  New 
Hax^MJun  to  Q^orgia,  beadea  two  eeAinis  of  the 
Bi^nme  Court  U  Fhiladelpbia,  ia  Ae  two  most 
aenre  *«UDO»-of  the  year,  ii  a  (aak  which,  aoiul- 
daring  the  extenC  eT  the  United  StaM,  asd  dM 
■mall  nnmber  of  iudgea,  ia  too  buidenaome.  TlHft 
to  require  of  die  Jnlffcs  to  pats  Ike  peater  part  of 
their  days  on  the  roaB,  and  at  inns,  and  a  distance 
from  theif  faoulies,  ifi  a  reqalNtionirtucb,  in  their 
opinion,  sIiotiM  not  be  made  uiUess  in  caspt  of  ne- 
cenity.  Tint  some  eX  the  preaent  fndges  db  not 
enjoy  lieatthandelrengtfaofbodysulRcientto  enable 
them  to  udergo  the  toilsome  jotiriiers  dnoti^h 
dttferent  elimntes  and  tetuona.  wiiiiA  they  afe 
odled  upon  to  undertake ;  nor  is  it  probable  that 
any  set  of  Jndtfet,  however  TofcUtt,  would  be  able 
to  snpport,  aid  punctually  execute  such  serere 
duties  for  auy  length  of  time.  That  the  distinction 
made  between  the  Supreme  Court  and  its  Judges, 
and  appointing;  tira  same  men  finally  to  correct  in 
one  capacity  me  errdrs  which  they  themsetrea 
may  hare  committed  in  another,  is  a  (Btttinetion 
tumiendly  to  imparlial  JBstiee,  and  to  that  confi- 
dence in  the  SnpneUe  OaoiX.  which  it  is  to  essen- 
tial to  the  public  interest  should  be  reix<sed  in  it. 
The  Judges  decline  minute  details,  and  puiposely 
omit  manv  consideration t,  which  they  are  per- 
suaded wilt  Occur  whenerer  the  siAject  is  atten- 
titely  discussed  and  considered.  Th^  most  earn- 
estly request  that  it  may  meet  with  early  atlention, 
and  Aat  the  system  may  be  so  modflled  as  that 
Am  may  be  reeved  mta  theb  present  painfial 
and  improper  aitsation. 

JOHN  JAY, 
WILLIAM  CUSUINO, 
JAMBS  WILSON, 
JOHN  BLAIR, 
JAMES  IREDELL, 
THOMAS  JOHNSON. 

Hl1ra«M,Ntfrra  Oakoldia,  Ane8)  1992. 

Sia :  We,  tbe  Jddgea  now  attending  at  the  Ch- 
euit  Court  of  the  United  States  Ibr  the  d&trici  of 
NorA  Carolina,  eoneeive  ft  otir  dvtv  to  lay  before 
you  some  imnortaat  observations  wtiicb  nave  oc- 
curred te  as  m  Ihe  cODtidetaiion  of  an  act  of  Con- 
greaa  lately  passed,  eaUded  "  As  act  to  provide  for 
the  settlement  of  ohuras  of  widows  and  orphans 
barred  by  the  limiiatioas  heretofore  etublisfaed, 
and  to  r«^ulate  the  claim*  to  invalid  pensions.^ 

We  beg  leave  to  premise,  that  it  is  as  mnch  an 
inclination  as  tt  is  oar  duty  to  receive  with  all 
possible  rebpect  every  act  of  the  Leg^atune,  and 
that  we  ntfrer  can  find  onrs^ves  in  a  more  paintU 
ritnatiov  than  to  be  oUiged  to  object  to  the  exeeu- 
tioaof  any,inoneapeeiuly  totheeaecution  of  one 
founded  on  the  purest  principles  <^  humanitv  and 
juatiea,  which  the  act  m  quMfoa  nndoubtMly  is. 


Bsb  however  lanleMiUe  a  JHftienee  In  i^iUan 
reaUy  may  be,  or  with  Whatever  diffietdty  we  may 
have  formed  an  opinioil,  we  are  tmder  the  indii- 
pensable  necessity  of  aoOng  accordiog  to  the  beat 
diclateB  (rf*  oUr  own  jtrdgment,  after  dtti 
every  constdera^on  thai  can  ecen  to  w. « 
have  dme  on  the  present  occasion.  Tke 
importance  cf  the  case,  and  oar  daiie  of  b 
exptioil  beyond  the  danger  of  fKdng  mlamdcnivn, 
win,  we  hopej  justify  usfattaticxonr  observatioBt 
in  a  systematic  tbaan«r.  We,  Oieiefore,  ifr,  tab- 
mit  10  yu«  tlw  ftBowteg  1 

1.  That  the  Legislative,  Bleeutive,  ati4  Jttdieal 
Departments  are  each  fcmneid  in  a  sepanrte  and 
independent  mwiner,  and  that  the  oltmtalebaA 
of  each  it  the  Constittttion  only,  within  the  Umili 
tk  wMeh  each  Department  can  aloWe  j«atUy  ny 


act  of  antlnwity. 
S.  That  aeLegidatnre,) 


powws, 
Ooartsi 


unqaettlonaUy  pOness 


Kmg  other 
nthet^^ei 
<o  their  wfadi 


it  RnwirtBH 

eataUiibiM 
rfadamatai 


titXj ;  aud  to  wfcateiei  eitent  that  power  nay 
be  exercised,  or  however  severe  the  duty  Aey  nay 
think  proper  to  require,  the  JudMs^  wtan  a^niDi- 
ed  in  virtute  of  any  stwh  estaWslnnmt,  ffwe  im- 
l^eit  and  unreaerred  obedlenoe  to  it. 

a  Thai,  at  the  saone  time,  such  Coarls  csbmi 
be  warranted,  as  we  eooeem,  by  virtve  of  ikM 
part  of  Ae  Consti*iDoB  ddegating  Jvdieid  powvr 
for  the  exareite  of  which  any  act  of  the  Legisk- 
„  .  vadet  the 

aathoriiy  of  aaoliheT  acl)  tmy  powar  not  la  t«s  Da- 
tare  Induial,  or,  if  JwHw,  not  prorMed  tot  opoa 
Ibe  temu  the  CoostNotieb  tteqdiwa. 

4.  That  trtiaieVM  doubt  may  be  Buggiested,  wtae- 
th«r  tke  power  ta  tinestien  is  piopaiy  of  a  Judieial 
□Bture,  yet  InsMttUch  as  tfte  mcIaiiMt  of  the  Covrt 
it  not  iemmIc  DmU,  but  may  be  at  loaatsnspeadedia 
its  opevKion  by  the  Beereairy  of  War,  if  he  afcaH 


vision  aUeh  wc  etneiAu' (0  be  mirartanted  br  &a 
Comtitatioa ;  for,  tkougb  Coigraas  aa«  certaialr 
lestablish.  in  instances  not  yet  provided  for,  Coork 
of  appellate  jarisdlcdoo,  yvt  fack  Courts  mast 
ceaiitt  of  Jaoges  appointed  in  the  maDnar  the 
G«Htrrati(m  requires,  and  ttoldtag  tfoir  offieas  by 
no  other  tenure  tten  that  oTdteir  goad  bahavioaa, 
Ity  which  tenure  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War  ia 
bat  held }  and  we  tag  leave  taaU,«idk  all  im 
defereaCfh  that  ho  4cBtliM  of  any  Cdart  tS  tha 
Uaited  StaWs  can,  nader  ■nycitcnaatanooa,  ia 
oar  opinion,  aareeably  la  the  Coaathuiion,  b»  lia- 
ble 10  a  revenatm,  or  «*Wi  BtnMnaioai,  try  the  Lt^ 
ebdatnre  ita^,  in  whom  no  Juttcial  power  of  any 
kind  appears  id  be  vetted  bat  the  noportaht  oae 
relative  to  imptaehaMntt. 

These,  sir,  are  our  reaaeu  for  being  of  opinioD, 
as  we  are  at  preseat,  that  tkis  Ciicwt  Court  c^ 
— *  be  justified  in  theexecutiooof  that  part  of  dte 
which  requires  it  lo  examine,  and  report  an 
opinion  on  ^e  unfortunate  cases  of  dfficers  and 
Botdien  disabled  in  the  serVice  «f  Ihe  United 
States.  "Km  part  d'  the  act  reoairiBg  the  Com 
lo  sit  Sva  days  for  tk«  purpose  t^  loaetving  apfii 
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<;atiDns  from  such  peisoas,  we  shall  deem  it  oui 
duty  lo  comply  witti ;  for,  whether  in  our  opinioD 
suea  purpose  can  or  cannot  be  aoawered,  it  is,  as 
■we  conceive,  pur  ittdlspeiisahle  duty  to  keep  open 
any  Court  of  which  we  hare  the  hoaor  to  be  Judges, 
as  long  as  Congress  shall  direct. 

The  high  re^ct  we  eutcrlaia  for  the  Legisla- 
ture, our  feelings  as  men  for  persons  whose  situ- 
ation lei^Hires  the  earlieat  as  well  at  (he  mosi 
efiectual  relief,  and  our  sincere  desire  to  promote, 
whether  offieialTy  or  otherwise,  the  just  and  be- 
neroleat  views  of  Congress  so  conspicuous  on  (he 
present  as  well  as  on  many  other  occasions,  have 
induced  us  to  reflect  whether  we  could  be  justified 
in  acting  under  this  act  personally  in  the  character 
of  Commissioners  during  the  session  of  a  Court; 
and  could  we  be  satisBea  that  we  bad  authority  lo 
do  so,  we  wouldaCjheerfully  devote  such  part  of  our 
time  as  tnight  b^^ceasary  for  (he  performance  of 
the  service.  But  we  confess  we  have  great  dok^Is 
on  this  head.  The  power  appears  to  be  giTen,io 
the  Court  only,  and  not  to  the  lud^  of  it ;  and  aa 
the  Secretary  of  War  has  not  a  discretion  in  aH 
instances,  but  oaly  in  those  where  he  has  e»use  to 
suspect  imposition  or  mistake,  to  withhold  a  per- 
son  recommended  hy  the  Court  from  being  named 
on  Uts  pension  list,  it  would-be  necessary  for  us  lo 
be  well  persuaded  we  possessed  such  an  authority 
before  we  exercised  a  power  which  miffac  be  a 
means  of  drawing  money  out  of  the  pubCc  Trea- 
Gary,  as  e&ectualTy  as  an  express  appropriation  by 
law.  We  do  not  mean,  however,  to  preclude  our- 
selves from  a  very  deliberate  cdnslderatioa  whe- 
ther we  can  be  warranted  in  executing  the  pur- 
poses of  the  act  in  that  manner,  in  case  «d  a{^- 
cation  should  be  made. 

No  application  has  yet  been  made  to  the  Court, 
or  to  ourselves  individualIy,and,therefore,  we  have 
had  some  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  giving  an 
opinion  in  a  case  which  has  not  yet  come  regu- 
larity and  judicially  before  us.  None  can  be  more 
aensible  than  we  are  of  the  necessity  of  Judges  be- 
ing, in  general,  extremely  cautious  in  not  intimat- 
ing an  oninion  in  any  case  extra-judicially,  because 
w^  well  know  how  liable  the  best  minds  are,  not- 
withstanding their  utmost  care,  to  a  bias  which 
Diay  arise  from  a  preconceived  opinion,  even  un- 
ffoardedly,  much  more  deliberately  given.  But  in 
Uie  present  instance,  as  many  unfortunate  and 
meritorious  individuals,  whom  Con^ss  have  just- 
ly thou^t  proper  objects  of  immediate  relief,  may 
suffer  very  great  distress  even  by  a  short  delay,  and 
may  be  utterly  ruined  by  a  long  one,  we  deter- 
mined at  all  events  to  make  our  sentiments  known 
as  early  as  possible,  considering  this  as  a  case  which 
must  be  deemed  an  exception  to  the  general  rule 
upon  every  principle  of  humanity  and  justice ;  re- 
solving, however,  that  so  &r  as  we  are  concerned 
individually,  in  case  an  application  should  be  made, 
we  wiU  most  attentively  hear  itj  and  if  we  can 
be  convinced  this  opinion  is  a  wrong  one,  we  shall 
not  hesitate  to  act  accordingly,  being  as  far  from 
the  weakne^  of  supposing  that  there  is  any  re 
proach  in  having  committed  an  error,  to  wnicL 
the  greatest  and  best  men  are  sometimes  liable,  as 
we  should  be  from  so  low  a  sense  of  duty  : 
2d  Con.— 43 


. .  . liberty  to  request,  sit,  that  you  wiH 

be  pleased  to  lay  this  Letter  before  the  Legislature 
□f  the  United  States  at  their  next  session,  and  have 
the  honor  to  Iw,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your 
t  obedient  and  most  faithful  servants, 

JAMES  IREDELL, 
One  of  the  Jteociate  Jiaticet  of  the 

Supreme  Court  of  the  Vniled  Stata. 
mo.  SITGREAVES, 
Judge  of  the  VnUed  States 

■    for  the  North  Caivlma  Diitrict. 
The  PaEaiDENT  op  tbe  United  States. 


think  it  would  not  be  the  highest  and  most  deserv- 
ed reproach  that  could  be  bestowed  on  any  men 
(much  more  on  Judges)  that  they  were  capable, 
ftom  any  motive,  of  persevering  against  conviction 
''    maintaining  an  opinion  which  they 


1  apparently  mainti 

ialiy  thought  to  be 
We  take  the  liberi 
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The  Conmiittee  to  whom  was  refnred  that  part  of  tha 
PModrat's  Spaeth  wtiidi  relates  to  the  fnnsportalion 
of  Newipapen,  Report : 

That  after  a  communication  with  the  Postrnas- 
ter  Qeneral,  on  the  subject  under  consideration, 
they  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  following  pro- 

1.  That  the  PosUnaster  General  be  authorized 
to  direct  his  deputies  to  receive  Eubecrif  lioos  for 

twspwers. 

2.  That  every  subscriber,  at  the  time  of  sub- 
scribing, pay  to  the  postmaster  the  amount  of  a 
half  year's  posla«e  on  the  paper  which  he  engages 

take,  and  halfof  the  ananu  price  of  the  paper. 

3.  Tnat  of  the  poi'tage  thus  advanced,  he  retain 
one-fourth  of  a  cent  for  each  paper  he  will  have 
to  receive  or  deliver,  during  the  first  half  year; 
and  of  the  price  of  the  paper,  twenty-five  per 

'.;  and  remit  the  residue  of  the  postage  to  the 
_  __ErBl  Post  Office,  and  the  residue  of  the  price 
of  the  papers  to  the  printers  thereof,  with  lists  of 
the  subscribers. 

4.  Thalthepostmasters,aadnottbesubscriber3, 
shall  be  responsible  to  the  printers ;  they  receiving 
the  twenty-five  per  cent.,  before  mentioned,  at 
compensation  for  the  above  intended  agency  in  the 
business. 

They  suggest  the  propriety  of  securing  the  print- 
ers' moneyTby  the  same  bonds,  of  the  postmasters, 
by  which  postages  are  secured.  That  duplicate 
lists  of  the  subscribers  should  be  sent  by  the  post- 
masters to  the  General  Post  Office ;  and  that,  upon 
the  complaint  of  a  printer,  against  a  postmaster. 
payment  may  be  enforced,  under  the  same  bond 
that  secures  arrears  of  posiaKe  to  the  office. 

That  where  the  mail  shaUbe  carried  by  private 
contract  agreeably  to  the  power  given  to  the  Post- 
master General,  by  the  second  section  of  the  law 
"  establishing  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,"  it 
may  be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  allow 
to  such  contractors,  in  a  settlement  with  the  Ge- 
neral Post  Office,  for  the  postage  on  newspapers, 
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%  pioporlioD,  according  to  the  diiunoe  bf  them 
carried,  sod  the  distance  by  the  public  prat,  so  as 
to  make  &  just  dividend,  according  to  the  distances 
canied  by  each. 

Tliat  ibe  privilege  of  fVanking  tetters  or  ptckets. 
not  exceding  the  veighi  of  one  ounce,  be  allowed 
to  postmasters,  under  restrictions  similar  to  those 
of  ibe  law  of  laal  session. 

That  the  postmasters  be  allowed  to  charge 

per  ceatom  on  all  franked  letters,  their  own  ex- 
cepted, cDDsideriog  them  as  single  lelleri. 

That  the  Postmaster  QeneraTbe  empowered,  in 
the  settlement  of  the  account  of  the  deputy  post- 
master of  PhiUdclphia,  to  allow  him,  for  o&ee 
rent  and  a  chief  clerk,  at  the  rate  of  not  more  than 

doUars;  and  one  other  clerk,'at  the  rate  of 

not  more  than dollars  per  annum. 

That  when  letters  or  packets,  to  go  beyond  sea, 
are  received  by  a  postmaster,  it  shAl  be  his  duty 
to  make  them  up  into  mails ;  and  for  rach  letter 
or  packet  be  pennitted  to  receive  one  cent. 

That  any  letter  sent  among  newspapers  be  snb- 
iected  to  double  postage ;  and  where  a  memoran- 
dum or  writing,  other  than  the  addrcn,  b«  on  the 
newspaper,  such  newspaper  be  subjected  todouble 
letter  postage. 

That  magazines  and  pamphlets  be  transported 
in  the  mail,  at  the  following  rates: 

One  cent  per  sheet  for  their  conveyance  not 
over  fifty  miles;  one  and  a  half  cent  over  fifty 
and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  miles;  and  two 
cents  per  sheet  for  any  greater  distance. 

That  members  of  Congress  be  allowed  to  frank 
letters  or  packets  not  exceeding  four  ounces  in 


weight. 
Tikatitb 


it  be  made  the  dun^  of  the  masten  ot  com- 
manders of  ships  or  vesseb,  sailing  from  one  port 
of  the  United  Stoles  to  another,  whether  by  sea 


or  othenrise,  as  well  as  of  the  masters  or  cob- 
mandersof  all  ships  or  ressels  arriving  in  out  pen 
ot  the  United  States,  from  a  foreign  port  or  pnee, 
to  deliver  all  letters  by  them  bron^t,  to  the  potf 
office  ot  the  port  or  place,  where  diey  tamj  aniTe, 
in hours  after  such  arrivnL 

The  Committee  recommend  the  following  roads 
as  necessary,  viz ; 

A  road  to  connect  Sharpeburg,  in  Maryland, 
with  Shepherdstown,  in  Tirginia. 

An  alteration  of  the  route  from  Philadelphia  ts 
Reading,  so  that  the  rood  to  be  estaUiahH  may 
be  from  Philadelphia,  through  Norristowa  aii 
Pottsgrove,  to  Reading. 

To  connect  Norwich  and  New  London,  in  Con- 
necticut, by  a  road. 

That  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  be  anthorized  to 
send  a  mail,  by  the  route  of  Newport,  to  Taontoa. 

That  there  be  established  a  rMd  from  Hampiea 
FaUs  to  Exeter,  in  New  Hampshire. 

One  from  Yorktown,  Pennsylvania,  to  Frede- 
ricktown,  in  Maryland. 

One  from  Richmond,  by  Powhatan  Conrt- 
house,  Cumberland  Court-house,  Meredith's  Stote^ 
New  London,  and  Liberty,  to  Botetotirt  Court- 
house in  Virginia;  and  from  New  Lrfmdoo  ta 
Lynchbura ;  and  from  Meredith's  Store,  bv  Prince 
Edward  Court'^ouse,  to  Charlotte  Coart-nouse. 

One  from  Tarborougb,  b^  Greenville,  to  Wa^ 
ington ;  and  from  Fayetteville  to  Hillsborons^  by 
Chatham  Court-house ;  and  to  return  by  WUe 
Court-house  to  Fayetteville,  once  a  week;  b 
North  Carolina:  and 

One  from  Danville  to  Lexington,  in  Kentticky. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  road  from 
Halifax,  bv  BtuntsviUe.  Williamstown,  and  Dai- 
ley's,  to  Plymouth,  in  North  OaroUna,  be  strickea 
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PUBLIC    ACTS  OF  CONGRESS; 


PASSED  AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  SECOND  CONGBESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT 
PHILADELPHU,  ON  THE  TWENTY-FOCKTH  OF  OCTOBER,  1781. 


An  Act  gnunting  further  tims  fcr  miking  retain  of  tha 
EnnnMntioD  of  the  Inhibituiti  in  the  District  of 
Sooth  Cuohna. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bouie  of  Rmt- 
tentaHvegqftke  UrUted  State»  (/ America,  in  Om- 
greu  aetenMed,  Thai  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Maishal  of  the  Dislrict  of  South  CaroliDS  to  com- 
plete and  make  retarn  of  the  enumeratiun  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  district  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  form  and  manner  pr^ 
scribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,"  at  any  time  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
March  next,  anything  in  the  said  act  to  the  ca~ 
trary  notwith!<tanding. 

JONATHAN  TRUMBULL, 
Speaker  oftli€  House  of  Reprt»entative». 
JOHN  ADAlt^, 
Pice  Prendenti^  the  lMitedStaUt„ 
and  President  t^lhe  Senate. 
ApptoTed,  NoTembei  8, 1791. 

GKORQB  WASHINGTON, 
PrerideiU  of  the  UnHed  Statet. 

An  Act  miking  tppn^riUian*  fer  tha  mpport  of  Go- 
Tenunent  Cot  the  jear  ome  thooeuid  leren  hnndnd 
and  nina^-tin). 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c~,  That  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1792,  and  the  snpport  of  the  CiTil  Lbt  of  the 
United  States,  including  the  incidental  and  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  several  Departcaents  and 
offices  thereof,  there  shall  be  appropriated  a  sum 
of  money,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars 
and  fiftr-ux  cents,  that  is  to  say ; 

For  the  compensation  granted  by  law  to 

President  of  the  United  Stales,  the  Vice  President, 
Chief  Justice,  Associate  Judees,  and  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, fifty-three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensation  to  the  District  Judges, 
nineteen  thoasand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  the 
officers  and  attendants  of  the  two  Houses,  estimat- 
ed on  a  sesnoD  of  six  months  cmtinuance;  and 
including  the  traveling  expenses  of  the  members, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nme  thousand  seven  bitn- 
dred  and  thirty  dollars. 


For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Secretary  snd 
fficers  of  the  several  Departments  of  the  Treasuir 
of  the  United  Slates,  including  clerks  and  attend-. 
ants,  and  the  salaries  of  the  respective  Loan  offi- 
cers, sixty  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Secretary  and 
officers  (tf  the  Department  of  State,  six  thousand 
three  hundred  doUars. 

For  the  like  eompensattDns  to  the  Secretary  and 
officers  of  the  Department  of  War,  nine  thousand 
six  hundred  dollus. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  memberE  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  settlement  of 
the  aeconnts  between  the  United  Sutes  and  the  in- 
dividoal  States,  including  the  clerks  and  altend- 
antt,  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

Por  the  like  compensations  to  the  GovemorB, 
Judges,  and  other  officers  of  the  Western  Territo- 
rr  of  the  United  States,  tndnding  contingencies, 
eleven  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  grant  to  Baron 
Steuben,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  Congress,  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  peaisiiHis  granted  by 
the  late  Government,  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents. 

For  defraying  all  other  incidental  and  contin- 
gent  expenses  Of  the  Civil  List  establishments,  in- 
cluding firewood,  stationery,  together  with  the 
printing  work,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Coa{rress,  rent  and  office  ex- 
penses of  the  three  several  Departments,  namely, 
Treasnry,^  Slate,  War,  and  of  ne  General  Board 
of  Commissioners,  twenty-one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred andfitiy-fvedidlars,  and  eighty-three  cents. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  Thatthecom- 
peniation  to  the  Doorkeepers  of  the  two  Houses,  for 
services  which  have  been  heretofore  rendered,  or 
naay  be  rendered  in  the  recess  of  Congress  for  the 

Sear  17%,  and  certified  by  the  President  of  the 
euaieoTthe  Speaker  (tf  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, in  manner  required  by  law  for  like  services 
during  sessions,  shall  be  dischatved  out  of  the  mo- 
ney herein  before  appropriated  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  fitrlher  enarted,  Th.aX  for  dis- 
charging certain  liquidated  claims  upon  the  United 
States,  for  makiag  good  deficiencies  in  former  ap- 
ptupnati<»s,  for  ue  support  of  the  CivH  Lbt  esta- 
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blishment, and foi  aidincthfl fand  spprop'tated for 
the  pajrment  of  ceiMin  MBcers  of  the  Couits,  jiuora, 
and  witnesses,  and  for  the  establishment  of  ten 
cutters,  there  shall  be  appropriated  a  aum  of  mo- 
ney not  exceediDg  one  huctlred  and  ninetf-Eeven 
thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen  doltan  and 
fo^'nine  cents^  that  is  to  say : 

For  discharging  a  balance  due  on  a  liqoid&ted 
daita  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  against  the 
United  States,  for  sappUee  duiiag'  the  late  war, 
nine  thousand  and  twenty  dollars  and  sixty-eight 
cents. 

For  pavment  of  the  principal  and  interest  on  a 
liiinidaied  claim  of  Oliver  Pmlock,  late  Commer- 
cial Agent  of  the  United  States  at  New  Orleans, 
for  supplies  of  clothing,  arms,  and  military  stores, 
during  the  late' war,  one  hundred  and  eight  thou- 
sand MX  hundred  and  fire  dollars  and  two  cents  i 
Piveided,  That  the  said  moneys  be  not  peid  to 
the  said  Oliver  Pollock  without  the  coiksent  of  the 
agents  of  the  Court  of  Spain. 

For  makiag  good  deficiencies  in  the  lut  Kopto- 
priaiiDiu,  for  the  compensationa  to  sundry  officers 
of  the  Civil  List  estabQslimeat«,firB  thousand  fbut 
hundred  and  seventy-one  doUan. 

For  defraying  sundry  authorized  expraaes  to  the 
Coounissioners  of  Loans  iu  the  several  St^es, 
twenty-one  thousand  dollars. 

Fac  ddntying  a  balance  of  ccrtaiu  li^idated 
and  contingent  expenses  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, two  thousand  eight  hundred  doUus. 

For  defraying  the  atUitional  expense  of  the  enu- 
meration of^the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
nioeieea  thoasand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two 
dollars  and  seventy-nine  cents. 

For  makiur  good-a  deficiancy  in  formar  appro 
priatioos,  to  discbar^  the  expenses  to  clerics,  ju- 
rors, and  witnesses,  in  the  Coucts  of  the  United 
Stales,  five  thousand  dolUia. 

For  the  maintenance  and  repur  of  light-honse^ 
heaoons,  piers,  stakes,  aikd  buoys,  sixteen  thousand 
dollars. 

Foi  the  expense  of  keeping  pnscMencoramitted 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  four 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  clerks  and  books  in  arranging 
the  public  Becuiitiee,  two  (boosand  foor  hunSrcd 
and  nfiy  dollats. 

For  the  purchase  of  hydrtHueters  fbr  the  oae  of 
the  officers  in  the  exeoutioa  of  the  laws  of  reve- 
nue, one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  further  expense  of  building  and  equip- 
{ung  ten  cutters  two  thousand  dollars. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  itJiirAer  etuusted,  That  for  the 
suf^MKioftbeMilitaryBstaUishment  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundredand 
ninety-two,  the  paymwit  of  the  annual  allawaaees 
to  the  invalid  pensioBer*  of  the  United  States,  br 
defrayingaU  expenses  in^euto  the  Indiandepan- 
menL  and  Sat  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  in 
the  defensive  pmteotioB  of  die  fmatiers  against 
the  Indiana,  dormg  the  years  one  thowiud  seven 
hundred  aad  ninety,  and  one  thoasand  seven  hun- 
dred and  niaety-onfi,  by  viitne  of  the  anthority 
vested  in  the  Piesidtnt  of  the  United  States,  by 
ihe  acts  relative  to  tha  Military  "  -^"  '^ 


passed  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  one  tkaa- 
sand  seven  himdred  and  eighty-nine,  aiul  tbe  tli^ 
tieth  of  Apnl,  one  thousand  seven  houdred  aid 
niuety,and  forwhieh  no  appropriations  havebem 
made,  there  shall  be  appropriated  a  sum  of  moBey 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  seveaty- 
six  cents  and  two  thirds  of  a  cent,  that  is  to  ny : 
Foi  the  pay  of  troops,  -  -  -  tl02,686  00 
For  subsistence,  -  .  -  -  119,688  97 
For  clothing,  -       -       -       .       -      48,000  00 

For  forage, 4,152  00 

For  the  Hospital  department,         -        6,000  00 
For  the  Quartermaster's  department,      50,000  00 
For  the  Ordnance  department,       -        7,204  64 
For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
War  Department,  including  maps, 
hire  of  expresses,  allowances  to  offi- 
cers for  extra  expenses,  printing^ 
lossof  stores  of  alt  kinds,  advertis- 
ing, and  ^^ehendingdeeerlers,  -      30^000  00 
For  the  discharse  of  certain  sums 
due  for  pay  ana  subsistence  of  sun- 
dry officers  of  the  late  Army,  and 
for  pay  of  the  late  Maryland  line, 
for  which  no  appropriations  have 
been  made,  -       -        -       .       -      10,490  36 
For  the  payment  of  the  annual  al- 
lowances to  invalid  pensioners,    -     87,463  60] 
Fordefrayingall  expenses  incidental 


39,424  71 


or defrayuig  all  expenses  ucK 
to  the  Indian  department,  ai 
ized  by  law, 


Sec.  5.  ^ndbett^trtik«T-«Ra<;t«d,  That  the  seve- 
ral appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shaJIhe  paid 
and  discbargetl  oat  of  the  funds  following,  lo  wit : 
First,  out  of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thonttnd  dol- 
lars, whick  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  Twa^in^ 
provision  ior  ^e  Debt  of  the  United  Stales,"  u 
reMived  yearly  fee  tbe  support  of  the  Omoonent 
of  the  United  States  and  their  common  defcace ; 
and  secondly,  oat  of  such  surplus  as  shall  have 
accrued  to  the  end  of  the  present  year,  UDon  the 
revenues  heretofore  established,  over  ana  above 
the  sums  necessary  for  the  payment  of  interest  on 
the  Public  Debt  during  the  same  year,  and  tor 
satisfying  other  prior  appropriations. 

Approved,  December  23, 1791. 


An  Act  foi  canying  into  tlbct  •  Conliact  betwMa  As 
United  SU(«s  snd  tb«  State  of  Penn^IvanU. 

For  dul^  conveyuig  to  the  Slate  of  Peiuisyl*»- 
nia  a  certain  tract  of  land,  the  tight  to  the  govern- 
ment and  Jurisdiction  whereof  was  icUaqoished  to 
the  said  State  by  a  resolution  of  Congtcn  of  the 
fourth  day  oC  September^  in  the  year  one  thoH- 
sand  seven  hoadred  and  eighty-eigu,aiui  wheaesf 
the  right  of  soil  has  be«ii  mM  by  virtue  of  a  previ- 
ous rMidutiea  of  Coagiess  of  the  sixth  day  of  June 
in  the  said  year : 

Be  it  enaOed,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 


laas 
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Umlad  Statu- b«  autbMized,  is  feUhneBt  of  the 
tenns  iiipolated  on  the  put  of  tb«  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania,  to  usae  lettta  patent,  in  lite  name  and 
nnd«  the  *e«l  ef  the  United  States,  gnnting  and 
conrcf ia|>  lo  the  laid  Stale  foiftver,  &t  said  Iraet 
of  land,  as  the  tanu  was  aMOttsined  bf  a  aUTTep 
nukde  in  panoance  «f  tbe  resolution  of  GoiqpreH  of 
the  sixth  day  of  June,  one  diousand  seven  hundred 
MMd  oghty-eight 

'Approved,  January  3, 1709. 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  powers  of  the  Board 
of  Comntissioners,  which,  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
second  session  of  the  first  Congress,  was  establish- 
ed to  settle  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
.and  individual  Slates,  shall  continue  until  the  first 
day  of  July,  1793,  Qale»  the  business  shall  be 
sooner  accomplished. 

S  EC.  2.  Jnd  6e  ft/wtt«r  enacted,  That  the  aforesaid 
«Ct  shall  citcod  to  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Stale  of  Ver- 
mont j  and  that  imtil  the  first  day  of  December 
next,  shall  be  allowed  for  the  said  State  to  exhibit 
its  elaims. 

Seo.3.  ^nd6«i(/itr(Aerenac(ef{, That, ftom and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act^  the  pay  of  the  principal 
clerk  of  the  said  Board  snail  ne  the  same  as  the 
pay  of  the  principal  clerk  in  the  Auditor's  criEBce. 

Approved,  January  23. 17S2. 


An  Act  concsrning  caxtain  Fiiherin  of  the  tJniled 
Btatei,  ud  for  th>  regulation  and  gOTanunent  of  the 
PUieTmen  emfdoyed  therein. 
B«  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  allowance  now 
mnde  upon  the  exportation  of  dried  fish,  of  the 
fisheries  of  the  United  States,  in  lieu  of  a  draw* 
back  of  the  dutiesmid  on  the  salt  used  in  preserr- 
liw  the  same,  shall  cease  on  all  dried  fish  expwted 
aim  the  tenth  day  of  June  next ;  and  as  a  con- 
■ratuioa  and  eqoiraknt  therefor^  there  shall  be 
afterwards  paid,  on  the  last  day  «  December  an- 
noally,  to  tne  owner  of  every  vessel,  or  his  agent. 
bf  the  coUeclor  cf  the  distnct  wliere  sttek  veieei 
may  belong,  that  shall  be  qualified  agreeaUr  to 
law  for  carrying  on  the  Bonx  and  other  cod  fish- 
eries, and  that  shall  actually  have  been  employed 
Iheretn,  at  sea,  for  the  terta  of  (bur  mmths  at  the 
least  of  the  fishing  season  next  preeeding,  which 
Mas<m  is  accounted  to  be  from  the  last  day  of 
February  to  the  last  day  of  Novtmba  in  every 
year,  for  eaoh  aad  every  ton  of  such  vessel's  bar- 
den,  aoeording  to  her  admcunreiaenl  as  liiOtMed 
at  enrolled— ur  of  twentv  hum,  and  not  exceeding 
thirty  tons,  oiw  and  a  half  doUar;  and  if  above 
thirty  tons,  two  and  a  half  dollars;  of  which  at 
iowasoe  aforesaid,  ihre»'«igiith  parts  shall  acciue 
and  bdoag  lo  the  owner  of  such  fitting  vesscL 
«nd  the  ol&er  five^i^ths  thereof  shall  be  divided 
by  him,  his  agent  orlawfu)  repreaentativs,  to  and 
among  the  several  fishermen  who  skall  have  teen 


saidTeia] 


in  Bttsh  vessel  diBing  the  ansoii  aloTO- 
o(  a  part  thereof^  ar^e  case  mayb^  in  sneh 
Brtiona  as  the  fish  they  shall  re^cclively  faKW 
1  nay  bear  to  the  wb^  qaMi^  «f  fiah  taJMO) 


proportHMa  ai 

takesi  nay  bear  to  the  wb^  qaMi^  «i 

on  board  such  veMcl  daring  neh  seaseo:  frtf 

'  '   That  the  oUowanac  afeiesaid  on  any  one 
,  for  one  season,  shall  not  exceed  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  Mmn. 

Sbo-S.  And  be  it  fiirlhermaeted.  That  aatht 
last  day  of  I>«e«>nber,  annually,  aaeioRiaid,  thsM 
shall  also  te  pasd  to  th«  owner  of  every  fish^ 
'     '  or  vessel  of  more  thanfivc'tons,  and  «u  thsm 


vidtd,  1 


isanni 
X  of  the 


C'tons,  aj 
rlntM 


itvto^,    .       _  _    ^_-_„_ 

live,  by  the  eoUceter  of  the  daawiei  vriwR  aoob 
boat  or  vessd  may  belong,  the  sum  ffiT  «iia  dollar 
upon  every  Kb  admeastnenentof  stteh  boat  m 
vessel,  which  allovmoesbalt  beaoMSwMdfbra* 
part  of  the  areoeeds  of  the  fisree  of  said  boat  or 
-essel,  artd  sliall  aMordtagly  be  so  divided  among 


That  this  allowance  shall  be  d 
beats  Of  vesseb  as  shall  have  aanalty  beeti  an^ 
|doyed  at  sea  in  the  cod  fishery,  for  the  'WMOf 
Icnr  mMil&B  at  the  least,  of  the  pneeding  aeasun : 
And  provided,  alto,  That  such  boat  or  vessel  sbail 
have  landed,  in  theeoarse  irfsaid  |»eeedin^saa9on, 
a  quantity  of  fish  not  less  than  twelve  qon tail  Em 
every  tern  of  her  adnMaonretnant ;  tb<  said  ^nan* 
tity  of  fish  to  be  ascartaiued  when  dried  and  cniod 
fit  for  exportation,  and  aooordiug  t«  the  waight 
fiiereof^  as  the  same  dmll  weigh  at  the  time  of 
delivwy  when  actuallf  sold;  wtrieh  aoeoant  of 
the  waiglit,  with  the  original  adjustment  and  eet- 
tlementof  the  fan  or  fares  among  the  ownWs  and 
fishermen,  tether  vrMt  a  writtHi  aoeoant  ef  the 
levth,  beadth.  and  d^th  of  said  boat  «r  vassri, 
and  die  time  she  has  actually  been  employ^  in 
the  fishery  in  the  peeeeding  Masea,  diaU  in  all 
oases  be  produced  aad  sworn  or  amnned  to,  be- 
fore  the  mid  eoUcetoi  of  the  district,  in  order  to 
entitle  the  owner,  his  a^^eM  or  lawful  lepeesenta- 
tive,  to  receive  the  allowance  aforesaid.  And  if 
at  any  tine  within  one  year  after  payneai  of  rash 
allowanee,  it  shall  i^paar  thai  nuy  mud  or  doeail 
has  been  practised  in  obtainins  the  same,  Am  bout 
or  Tossel  upim  which  stmh  alEnnnee  etMl  ban 
been  paid,  if  fiMmd  within  the  distnet  aforeeniil, 
shall  be  forieitedi  otherwise theownarorownets, 
having  praetised  such  fraud  or  deeeil,  tball  fiwMt 
and  pav  aue  hundred  doUan;  to  be  sued  for,  n^ 
coveted,  and  appropriated,  in  like  msBner  as  fin^ 
fei  tores  and  penallMs  are  to  be  sued  for,  retwerad 
and  appropriated  for  any  breaeh  rf  an  act,  ebtided 
"  An  act  to  pnndda  more  efbotaally  for  the  C4^eo> 
tioa  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  ware^ 
and  meidmndise  imported  mtathe  United  SuMa, 
and  im  the  tounMe  of  ships  or  vessela." 

Skc  3.  jl)id  fo  S^^fwOer  enacted,  That  the  Din- 
er or  owners  of  every  fishing  ressel  of  twenty  has 
and  upwards,  his  or  their  agent  or  lawAd  replw- 
sentattv^  smU,  previous  M  raoeiving  the  allow- 
anoe  whrnh  is  provided  for  in  this  not,  jHOdnoe  ta 
the  eoicQtor  irao  is  antherixed  lo  pay  the  taUM, 
the  raigmal  agreement  or  agrtoasnts  which  msif 
have  been  made  with  die  £hemen  employed  «U 
boinl  Budb  Tcaaai,  asis  herein  befeta^teqaitMiuBd 
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aiao  ■  cerdfiMite,  to  be  by  him  or  them  snbieribed, 
therein  mentioainff  the  p*rticnlu  days  on  which 
soeh  vessel  sailed  and  Tetiuoed  on  the  several 
voyagee  or  fares  she  may  have  made,  in  the  pre- 
ceaing  fishing  season ;  to  the  tnith  of  which  ttiey 
shall  KWeai  oi  aSaia,  before  the  effector  ^ore- 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  no  ship 
«  vessel  of  twenty  ions  or  upwards,  employed  as 
af(»esaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  allowance  granted 
by  this  act,  unless  the  skipper  or  master  thereof 
shall,  before  he  proceeds  on  any  fishing  Toyagv, 
make  an  agreeinent,  in  wiitiag  or  in  print,  with 
erecy  fisherman  employed  therein,  excepting  only 
an  apnenlice  or  servant  of  himself  or  owner ;  and 
in  addition  to  such  terms  of  shipment  as  may  be 
agreed  on,  shall  in  such  agreement  express  wheth- 
er the  same  is  to  continae  for  one  voyage  or  for 
die  fiihi&ff  season,  and  shall  also  express  that  the 
fish,  or  the  proceeds  of  sach  fishing  voyage  or 
Toyases,  which  may  appertain  to  the  fishermen, 
shall  De  divided  among  them,  in  pn^Kirtion  to  the 
(luantilies  or  number  (4  said  fish  they  may  respect- 
ively have  caught ;  which  agreement  shall  be  en- 
dorsed or  coontersigned  by  ue  owner  of  snch  fish- 
ing vessel  01  his  agent :  And  if  any  fi^nman, 
having  engaged  himself  for  a  voyage  or  for  the 
fishing  season,  in  any  fishing  Tessel,  and  signed  an 
agreement  therefor  as  aforesaid,  shall  thereafter, 
and  whik  snch  agreement  remains  in  force  and  to 
be  performed,  d^ert  or  absent  himself  from  such 
vessel,  without  leave  of  the  master  or  skipper 
theretM,  or  of  the  owner  or  his  agent,  such  deserter 
shall  be  liable  to  the  same  peiulties  as  deserting 
seamen  ot  matiners  are  subject  to  in  the  merchant 
service,  and  may  in  the  like  manner,  and  upon 
the  like  complaint  and  proof,  be  apprenended  and 
detained ;  and  all  costs  of  process  ana  commitment 
if  paid  by  the  master  or  owner,  shall  be  deducted 
out  of  the  share  of  the  fish  or  [HKteeedsof  auyfi^ 
ing  voyage  to  which  such  deserter  had  or  shall 
become  entitled.  And  any  fisherman,  having  en- 
nged  himself  as  aforesaid,  who  shall,  dating  such 

fishing  voyage,  refiur  '    ■  "^^    *  ' 

OB  bcntd  the  fishing 
or  required  by  the  master  or  dajqwr  thcmof,  or 
shall  otherwise  resist  his  Just  commands,  to  die 
hindrance  or  detriment  ot  such  voya^  besides 
being  answerable  for  such  damages  arising  there- 
by, wall  forfeit,  to  the  use  of  the  owner  of  such 
vessel,  his  share  of  the  allowance  which  shall  be 
paid  upon  such  voyage,  as  is  herein  granted. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  UJi4rther  enacted,  That  where 
tui  agreement  or  contract  shall  be  so  made  and 
s^ned,  for  a  Gshins  voyage  or  fbr  the  fishing  i 

Sim,  and  any  fish  wnich  may  have  been  cau^t 

board  such  vessel  durins  the  same  shall  be  doiver- 
edlo  the  owner  ot  to  hu  agent,  for  cure,  and  shall 
be  «dd  by  said  ownw  or  agent,  such  vessel  shall, 
tot  the  term  of  six  months  after  snch  sale,  be  lia- 
Ue  and  answerable  for  the  skipper's  ana  every 
other  fisherman's  share  of  snch  ait,  and  may  be 
proceeded  against  in  the  same  form,  and  to  the 
,  effect,  as  any  other  vessel  is  by  law  liable 


upon  Bueh  process,  for  the  value  of  a  share  or 
sharesof  the  proceeds  of  fish  delivered  and  sold  as 
aforesaid,  ii  shall  be  incumbent  on  the  owner  or 
B(^nt,  to  produce  a  just  account  of  the  saka 
and  division  of  inch  fish,  8cc<wdmg  to  euch  agree- 
'  or  contract,  otherwise  the  said  vend  aliall 
.  swerable  upon  such  process  forwhat  mav  be 
the  hif^est  value  of  the  share  m  shares  demanaed : 
But,  in  all  cases,  the  owner  of  sneh  veasd  or  his 
afrent,  appearing  to  answer  to  such  process,  may 
oner  thereupon  his  account  of  general  supplies 
made  for  such  fishing  voyage,  and  of  other  sup- 
plies therefor  made,  to  either  ot  the  demandanl^ 
and  shall  be  allowed  to  produce  evidence  tbmof, 
in  answer  to  the  demands  respectively,  and  judg- 
ment shall  be  rendered  uoon  such  process^  for  the 
-espective  balances  whico.  upon  such  an  inquiry, 
ihul  appear:  Provided,  alwaye.  That  when  pco- 
:eES  shall  be  issued  against  any  vessel  liaUe  as 
aforesaid,  if  the  owner  thereof  or  bis  agent  will 
give  bond  to  each  fisherman  in  whose  favor  snch 
process  shall  be  instituted,  with  sufficient  secority, 
to  the  satis&ction  of  two  iuatices  of  the  peace:,  oite 
of  whom  shall  he  named  by  such  owner  or  agoit, 
and  the  other  by  the  fisherman  or  fishermen  pur- 
suing such  process ;  or  if  either  party  shall  reTuse, 
then  the  justice  first  appointea  shall  name  his 
associate,  with  condition  lo  answer  and  par  what- 
ever sum  shall  be  recovered  by  him  or  inem  on 
such  process,  there  shall  be  an  immediate  dia- 
cbarge  of  such  vessel :  Provided,  Thai  nothing 
herein  COD cained  shall  prevent  any  fishermanfrotB 
having  his  action  at  common  law  for  his  share  or 
shares  of  fish,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  as  aforesaid. 
Sec.  6.  And  be  tt  Jw<iier  enacted.  That  the 
drawback  heretofore  allowed  on  the  exponation 
of  foreign  dried  and  pickled  fish,  and  other  foreign 
salted  provisions,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  re~ 

8bc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  mo- 
neys which  shall  remain,  in  consequence  of  the 
abolition  of  the  allowance  on  the  expntation  of 
the  dried  fish  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
drawback  on  foreign  dried  and  pickled  fish,  and 
other  foreign  aalt^  provisions,  be,  aad  the  saate 
are  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  payment  t(  tiw 
allowances  granted  by  this  act;  and  in  case  the 
moneys  so  appropriated  shall  be  inadequate,  the 
deficiency  sluijl  be  supplied  out  of  any  mcaeys 
which  from  time  to  time  shall  be  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  otherwise  »^pfnpn- 
ated. 


8S0.8.  AHdbeUfivHitrmacted,  Thatanypei^ 

ilare  fidsely  in  any  oadi  or  af> 

firmation  required  by  this  act,  oeing  duly  eonvieied 


son  -who  iball  decla: 


thereof  in  any  Court  of  the  United  States  having 
jarisdietion  of  such  offence,  shall  suffsr  the  same 
petialties  as  are  provided  for  false  swearing  ov 
affirming,  by  the  act  before  mentimed,  and  to  be. 
in  like  maner  stied  for,  recovered,  and  appropri- 
ated. 

See.  9.  And  be  itjiaiher  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  contiBue  and  M  in  fotee  ibr  the  term  of  seven 
years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  thenext  •«»■ 
sian  of  CongTesa,  and  no  loner. 

Approve^  Febmary  16,  1798. 
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Aa  Act  to  MUblidi  llta  P<M  Office  and  PoM  Boadi 
within  (he  Uuled  8tal«a. 
Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  Thai  horn  uid  after  the  fint 
day  of  June  next,  Uie  following  roads  be  estBbUahed 
as  Post  Roads,  namely :  Prom  Wiscuset,  in  the 
district  of  Maine,  to  Sanmnah,  in  Oeorgia,  by  the 
following  route,  to  wit:  Portland,  Portsmoath, 
Newbntyport.  Ipswich,  Salem,  Boston,  Woroes- 
tex,  Spnk^eld,  Hartford,  Middletowo,  New  Ha- 
ven, Stratford,  Fairfield,  Norwalk,  Stamford, 
New  Tork,  Newark,  ElizabathtownTWoodbriaae, 
BruDswick,  Princeton,  Trenton,  Bristol,  Philadel- 
phia, Chester,  Wilmington,  Elliton,  Charlestown, 
Harre  de  Grace,  Hartfor^  Baltimore,  Bladens- 
burg,  Georgetown.  Alexandria,  Colcbeater,  Dum- 
fries, Fredericksbtirg,  Bowling  Green,  Hanorer 
Court  House,  Richmond,  Petersburs,  Hali&z,  Tar- 
borough,  Smithfield,  Fayetterille,  Newbridge  over 
Drowning  Creek,  Cheraw  Court  Hooae,  Camdra, 
Statestmrg,  Columbia,  Cambridge,  and  Augusta ; 
■nd  from  tiience  to  Savanoah,  and  from  Augusta, 
by  Washington,  in  Wilkes  county,  to  Greeobo- 
rougb;  and  fiom  thence  b^  the  Great  FsIIe  (rf' 
Ogechee  and  Georgetown,  to  Augusta ;  and  from 
Statesborg  to  Charlestcm,  and  from  Charleston 


Oeo^lown,  and  from  Charleston  to  Sarannah, 
and  Irom  Savannah  by  Newport  Bri^e  to  Sun- 
bury  ;  and  alst^  from  Portsmouth  by  Ex 


Gloucester;  and  from  Boston, by  Providence,  New- 
iKtrt,  and  New  London,  to  New  Haven ;  and  from 
Boston,  through  Taunton,  to  New  Bedford ;  and 
from  Tauntoa,  through  Warrenand  BristoLtoNew- 
port ;  and  from  Boston,  by  Plymouth,  to  Barnsta- 
ble ;  and  from  Springfield,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  KinderhMik,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  from  Springfield,  by  Northampton,  Brattlebo- 
ronsh  and  Charlestown!,  by  Windsor,  in  Vermont, 
to  Hanover,  and  from  Hartford,  by  Hid^town, 
to  New  London;  also,  from  Hartford  to  Norwich 
and  Providence ;  and  from  Providence  to  Wor- 
eesier ;  and  from  Philadelphia,  by  Lancaster,  York- 
town,  Carlisle,  Shippensborg.  Chambersbun,  Bed- 
Tord,  andGreensbiug,to  Pittsborg;  and  from  Phila- 
delphia toBethlehemifiom  Bethlehem,  by  Reading 
and  Harrisbarg,  to  Carlisle ;  and  from  Bethlehem, 
by  Baston,  Sussex  Court  House,  Gosh«i,  Ward's 
Biidge,  and  Kingsum,  to  Rhinebeck ;  from  Phila- 
delphia, by  Salem,  to  Bridgetown ;  and  from  Wil- 
mington, by  Warwick,  Georgetown,  Oros!  Roads, 
Chestertown,  Chester  Hills, and  EsslOD,  to  Vienna; 
and  firom  Vienna,  1^  Salisbury,  to  Snow  Hill ; 
also,  from  Wilmmgtm,  by  Newcastle,  Cantwell's 
Bridoe  and  Duck  Creek,  to  Dover ;  and  from  thence 
by  Hilford,  Duaborougb,  Snow  Hill  and  North- 
ampton Cciurt  HiHue,  to  Norfolk,  in  Virginia ;  and 
from  Baltamore  to  Annapolis,  Timer  Marlborough, 
Piwsatawa,.  Port  Tob«»o,  AlWs  Fresh,  Newjpwrt, 
and  Chaptico,  to  Leooardtown ;  and  from  Rich- 
mond, bv  WiAiamsborg,  Yorktowu  and  Hampton, 
to  Norfolk:  and  from  Fredecicksbwg,  by  Fort 
Royal  and  Tappahaiwock,  to  Urbanna ;  and  from 
thme,  crOMirw  RappahaDnock,  and  proceeding 
by  Norlhumbcriaad  Court  House,  to  Einsale,  on 
the  river  Yeocomiooi  thence  by  Westmoreland 


'  Court  House,  throogh  Leedstown^  to  Fraderickft- 
,  burs ;  and  from  Petersburg,  by  Cabuk  Point,  Smith- 
field  and  SuffdL  to  Portsmouth,  and  from  Suffolk 
to  Edenton,  and  by  Plymouth  to  Washington  [and 
from  Washington  to  Newbem.  and  thence  to  Wit 
mingtoa;  and  from  Fayettenlle,  bj  Elizabeth- 
town,  to  Wilmington ;  and  from  Halifax,  by  War- 
rington,  Hillsborough,  Salem,  to  Salisbury ;  from. 
HsiUajc,  by  BluntsvtUe,  Williamstoii,  Dailey*^  to 
Plymouth ;  and  from  Edenton,  by  Hertford,  Nix- 
oittoiL  Sawyer's  Perry,  in  Camden  county,  to  In- 
dian Town,  in  Currituck  county  ;  and  from  New 
York,  by  Albany,  Benoin^n,  Manchester  and 
Rutland,  to  Burlington,  on  Lake  Champlaln ;  and 
from  Albany,  by  Schenectady,  to  Canajoharie^ 
from  New  York,  to  Hartford,  throtuh  Whiteplains, 
North  Castle,  Salem,  Pound  ridge,  Ridgefield,  Dan- 
bury,  Newtown,  NewMilfortL  Liichfidd,  Hajrinc- 
ton,  and  Farmington ;  from  Newark,  or  Elizabeth- 
town,  by  Morristown,  to  Sussex  Court  House; 
from  Woodbridge,  to  Amboy ;  from  Alexandria, 
by  Salisbunr,  I<^burg,  Shepherdstown,  Martina 
burg,  Winchester,  Stevensburg,  Strasbuw,  Wood- 
stocK,  and  Rockingham  Court  House,  to  Staunton; 
and  from  Richmond,  by  Columbia,  Charlotte»- 
ville,  Staunton,  Lexingtixi,Finc««tle,Monteomery 
Cout  House,  Wythe  Court  House,  Abingdon,  and 
Hawkin's  Court  House,  in  the  territory  Sooth  of 
the  river  Ohio,  to  Danville,  in  Kentucky;  and 
from  Baltimore,  by  Fredericktown  and  Sharps- 
burg,  to  HaKSrstown ;  and  from  thence  to  Cham- 
beishurg :  Prveided,  That  the  route,  by  which  the 
mails  are  at  present  conveyed,  shall  in  no  case  be 
altered,  without  the  consent  of  the  contractors,  till 
the  contracts  made  by  the  Postmaster  General  snail 
be  determined. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjwlher  macttd,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  tot  the  Postmaster  Cieneral  to 
enter  iutocontrmcts,  for  a  twm  not  exceeding  eight 
yean,  for  extwdiog  the  line  of  posts,  and  to  au- 
thorize the  person  or  persons,  so  contracting,  to 
receive,  during  the  continaance  of  such  contrmL 
according  to  the  rates  by  this  act  established,  all 
the  postage  irtiich  shall  arise  on  tetters,  newspa- 
pers and  packets,  conveyed  by  any  such  post ;  and 
the  toads,  therein  designated,  shall,  during  the 
continuance  of  such  contract,  be  deemed  ana  con- 
sidered as  Post  Roods,  within  the  terms  and  pro- 
visions of  this  act:  Provided,  That  no  soch  con- 
tract shall  be  made,  to  the  iliminution  of  the  reve- 
nue of  the  General  Post  Office,  and  that  a  duplicate 
of  every  such  contract,  under  hand  and  seal,  shall, 
within  sixty  days  afier  the  eiecutioB  thereof,  be 
lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  it  fiirOer  atacted,  That  dure 
shall  be  established,  at  the  Seat  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  a  General  Post  Office.  And 
there  shall  be  oike  PoBtmatter  G«ieral,  who  shall 
have  authority  to  appoint  aa  Asusiant,  and  Depu- 
ty Postmasters,  at  all  the  places  where  such  shall 
be  found  neceswry.  And  he  shall  provide  for 
carrying  the  mail  of  the  United  Stalee,  by  stage- 
carnages  01  horses,  as  he  may  judge  most  expMi- 
ent;  and  as  often  as  he,  having  regud  to  the  pro- 
duetiTeuas  ihueoi^  a*  wellaa  ouier  cirewnsbBcee 
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^all  think  proper,and  defrty  the  exjiense  thereof, 
with  all  other  expenses  arising  on  the  collection 
and  management  of  the  revenue  of  the  Post  Office. 
He  shall  wso  have  power  to  prescribe  such  r^u- 
htions  to  the  Depu^  Posttoasters,  and  others  em- 
ployed mtdev  him,  as  may  be  found  necessary,  and 
to  superintend  the  business  of  the  Department,  -- 
nil  the  duties  that  are,  or  may  be  awiffned  to  ^ 
and  also  to  direct  the  route  or  road,  where  there 
are  more  rtian  one,  between  the  places  aboTi;  esta- 
blished, which  ronte  or  road  shall  be  considered 
as  the  Post  Road. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itjmthcr  ettadtd,  That  the 
Postmaster  Oeneral  shall,  once  in  three  month! 
obtain  from  his  deputies,  the  accounts  and  vouch 
ers  of  their  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  the 
balances  due  thereon,  and  render  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  a  quarterly  occoutit  of  all  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  in  the  said  Department,  — 
be  adjusted  and  settled,  as  other  public  accomni-, 
and  shall  pay,  qtiarterly,  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
tTnited  States,  the  balance  in  bis  hands.  And  the 
Postmaster  Oeneral,  and  his  Assistant,  the  Depu- 
n  Postmasters,  and  such  as  they  may  employ  in 
tneir  t^es,  shall,  respectively,  before  they  enter 
upon  the  dtities,  or  be  entitled  to  receive  the  emo- 
luments of  their  offices  and  the  contractors  for 
carrying  the  mail,  and  their  agents  or  servants,  to 
whom  the  mail  shall  be  intrusted,  before  they 
commence  th^  execution,  rf'  said  trust,  shall  re- 
speclively,  take  and  snbscribe  before  some  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  the  fdlowing  oath  or  affiimati 
and  cause  a  certificate  therec^  to  be  filed  in 
office  of  the  Postmaster  Gleneral :  "1  do  swear .  „. 
affirm  as  the  case  may  be)  that  1  will  faithftilly 
perform  all  the  duties  required  of  me,  and  abstain 
Rom  everything  forbidden  by  the  law  in  relation 
to  the  estabti^ment  of  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
within  the  United  States;" 

See.  S.  And  be  M  furSxer  enacted^  Thatff  any 
person  shall  obstruct  or  retard  the  passage  of  the 
mail,  or  of  any  horse  or  carriage  carrying  the  same, 
he  ahall,  upon  conviction  for  every  stich  offence, 
my  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars.  Ami 
ff  any  ferryman  shall,  by  wilful  n^ligence,  or  re 
fhsal  to  transport  the  mail  across  any  ferry,  dela' 


the  same,  he  shall  forfeit,  and  pay,  for  etich  hal 
hour  that  the  same  e^II  be  so  decayed,  a  sum  do 
exceeding  ten  dollars. 


Sec.  6.  And  be  iljitrtker  macted,  That  it  ritall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  Oeneral,  to  give 
paUic  notice  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers 
pnUished  at  the  Seat  of  Oovemmeut  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  pub- 
lished in  the  State  or  States  where  the  contract  is 
to  be  performed,  ftw  at  least  six  weeks  before  the 
entering  into  any  contract  for  the  conveyance  of 
Ae  mall  thai  such  contract  is  to  be  tatenacd  to  be 
made,  and  the  day  on  which  it  shall  be  concluded  : 
describing  the  places,  from  and  to  which  such  mail 
is  to  be  conveyed ;  the  time  tx  which  it  is  to  be 
made  np;  the  day  and  hour,  at  which  It  is  to  be 
delivered ;  and  the  penalty  or  penahies  for  non- 
performance of  the  stipulations.  lie  ^all,  more- 
0T«,  within  thirty  days  after  the  unking  of  any 
contract,  lodge  the  same,  t(^h«r  with  the  proper 


Mti  which  he  shall  hare  received  r 

same,  in  the  cdSce  of  the  COmptr(dIer<rf'  the  Tt«a- 

sury  of  the  United  Stales. 

Sao.  7.  Amd  beitfitr^ter  enncte^That  evety 
Deputy  Postmaster  sbtJl  keep  an  office  In  whica 
one  or  more  peraonR  shall  attend  at  such  boors  n 


the  Postmaster  cieneral  shall  direct,  for  tfce  pot- 
pose  of  performing  tlte  duties  tberegf.  And  tB 
tellers  brought  to  any  Post  Office,  half  an  honr  be- 


fore the  lime  of  making  up  the  mail  at  sack  d 
shall  be  fbrwarded  therein. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  UlvrOter  enaeUd,  That,  6am 
and  after  of  Ae  pusmf  of  this  act,  the  PoatmoaUt 
Oeneral  shall  he  alloinfl,  for  Us  services,  at  the 
rateoftwothousand  di^raper  aimum,  his  A  ssirtanl 
at  the  mte  of  one  thousand  per  annoin,  to  benaid, 
quarterly,  out  of  the  retfenues  of  the  Post  OtSee^ 
And  no  fees  or  perquisites  shall  be  receiTed  by 
either  them,  on  account  of  die  daties  la  be  peip- 
fomied  in  virtue  of  their  appomtments. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Jvrlher  emrcfcA  Th»t,  fitwm 
and  after  the  1st  day  of  June  next,  the  Demty  Port- 
master  and  persons  authorized  by  the  PostmMter 
General,  shall  demand  and  receive,  for  the  posi^ 
and  conveyance  of  letters  and  packets,  except  snch 
as  are  hereinafter  excepted,  according  to  the  seve- 
ral rates  and  ssms  following:  For  the  postage  of 
every  single  letter,  to  or  from  any  place  byloBd 
not  exceeding  thirty  miles^  six  cents  i  over  thirty 
miles,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  eight  cents;  over 
sixty  miles,  and  not  eiceedie^  one  hundred,  ten 
cents ;  over  one  hundred  miles,  and  not  exceediiu 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  twelve  cents  and  a-hal^ 
over  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  not  exceed- 
inir  two  bnadred,  fifteen  cen»;  over  two  hnndted 
miles,  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty, 
seventeen  cents ;  over  two  hundred  and  fifVf  m3««, 
and  not  exeeeding  three  hundred  and  fifty,  twenty 
cents ;  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  nik 
exceedingfour  hundred  and 8fty,twenty-twocenis; 
and  to  or  from  any  place  by  land,  more  than  four 
h\indred  and  fifty  miles,  twenty-five  cents;  and 
every  double  letter  snail  pay  douWe  the  sud rates; 

I  .j^  letter,  triple;  every  packet  weighing 

avoirdupois,  to  pay,  at  the  rate  of  four 
single  letters  fbr  each  ounce,  sod  in  that  propor- 
tion, for  any  greater  weight. 

Sec  10.  And  be  il  Jvrthei'  enacted,  That  tH 
letters  and  packets,  passing  by  sea  to  and  from  the 
United  States,  or  from  one  port  to  another  tfaeitt'n, 
:  boats  or  veisds,  the  property  of,  or  pt^  . 
,  the  United  States,  rtiall  be  rated  and 
chaiged,  as  follows :  For  every  single  letter,  eiglit 
cents;  for  every  double  letter,  sixteen  cente;  b» 
every  triple  letter  or  packet,  twenty-fonr  centi; 
for  every  letter  or  packet  brought  into  the  United 
States,  or  carried  from  one  port  therein  to  another 
by  sea,  in  any  private  ship  or  vessel,  foar  cents,  if 
ddivered  at  the  place  where  the  same  at^l  arrive ; 
and  if  directed  to  be  ddivered  at  any  other  plece^ 
with  the  addition  of  the  like  postage,  as  other  let- 
ters are  made  subject  to  die  payment  of  by  this  act 

Sec.  11.  Ajid  be  HfitTtlterenatted,  That  if  aay 
Deputy  Postmaster,  or  other  person  authonzed  by 
the  Postmaster  General,  to  receive  the  postages  flip 
jetiers,  rimll  ftaudtileDtly'  denaad  or  recaive  any 
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rate  of  po!>taee,  or  aH^  gratuity  or  reward,  other 
than  is  proiiaed  by  thia  act  for  the  postage  of  let- 
ters or  packets,  on  eoDTietioD  thereof,  he  shall  for- 
ftit  for  every  such  offence,  one  hundfed  dollars, 
aftd  shall  be  rendere'd  incapable  of  holding  any 
office  under  the  United  States. 

Sec,  12.  Andbeitjvrthwenaaedj  Thatnoship 
or  vessel,  arriving  at  any  port  within  the  United 
States,  where  a  Post  Office  is  established,  shall  b« 
permitted  to  report,  make  entrr  or  break  bnllc,  tilt 
the  master  or  commander  shall  have  delivered  to 
the  Postmaster,  all  tetters  directed  to  any  person 
or  persons  within  the  United  States  which,  nnder 
his  care  or  within  his  power,  shall  be  broujght  in 
sdch  ship  or  vessel,  other  than  such  as  are  directed 
to  the  owner  or  consignee ;  but  when  a  vessel  shall 
be  bound  to  another  port,  than  that,  at  which  she 
may  enter,  the  letters  belonging  to,  or  to  b«  deli- 
Tered  at  the  said  port  of  delivery,  AaU  not  be  de- 
livered to  the  Postmasterat the  portof  entry.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Collector  or  other  officer 
of  the  port,  empowered  to  receive  entries  of  ships 
or  vessels,  to  rt^nire  fiom  everf  master  or  com- 
mander of  such  ship  or  vessel,  an  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, pmporting  that  he  has  delivered  all  such  let- 
ters, except  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  U  fitr^ter  enacted,  That  the 
Postmasters  to  whom  such  letters  mar  be  deliver- 
ed, ^all  pay  to  the  master,  commander,  or  other 
person  delivering  the  same,  except  the  command- 
ers of  foreign  packets,  two  cents  for  every  such 
letter  or  packet;  and  shall  obtain  from  the  person 
delivering  the  same,  a  .;ertificatc  specifying  the 
number  m  letters  and  packets,  with  the  name  of 
the  ship  or  vessel,  and  the  place  ftom  whence  she 
last  sailed ;  which  certificate,  together  with  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  money,  shall  be  with  his  half-yearlv 
aecoants,  transmitted  to  the  Postmaster  Qeneral, 
who  shaQ  credit  the  amount  thereof  to  the  Post' 
master  forwarding  the  same. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  JvrAer  enacted,  That,  if  any 
person,  other  than  the  Postmaster  Oeneral,  or  his 
deputie^  or  persons  by  them  employed,  shall  take 
tip,  receive,  order,  despatch,  convey,  carry  or  de- 
liver any  letter  or  letters,  packet  or  packet^  other 
than  news^pers,  for  hire  or  reward,  or  shall  be 
concerned  m  setting  up  any  foot  or  horse  post, 
wagon  or  other  carnage,  by  or  in  which  any  let- 
ter or  packet  shall  be  carried  for  hire,  on  any  esta- 
Uished  Post  Road,  or  any  packet,  or  other  vessel 
or  boat,  or  any  conveyance  whatever,  whereby  the 
revenue  of  the  General  Post  Office  nuiy  be  injured, 
every  person,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit,  for  every 
sdch  offence,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars :  Pro- 
viSed,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  every 
person  to  send  letters  or  packets  by  special  mes- 
senger. 

&:o.  15,  Aitd  be  it  fierAer  enacted.  Thai  the 
Deputy  Postmasters  or  agents  of  rhe  Postmaster 
Cfeneral,  shall  duly  account  and  answer  to  him,  for 
all  by  or  way  letters,  and  shall  specify  the  num- 
ber and  rates  in  the  Post  Bill.  And  if  any  Depu- 
ty Postmaster  or  agent  shall  neglect  so  to  account, 
he  or  they  so  offending,  shall  on  conviction  there- 
of, forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hm&ed  didlara. 


Sec  16.  And  be  itjitrtherenaeled,  That,  if  any 
person,  employed  in  any  of  the  Departments  of  die 
Qeneral  Post  Office,  shall  unlawfully  detain,  de- 
lay, or  open  any  letter,  packet,  bag  or  mail  of  let- 
ters with  which  be  shall  be  intrasted,  or  which 
shall  have  come  to  his  possession,  and  which  are 
intended  to  be  conveyed  by  post:  or  if  any  such 
person  shall  secrete,  embezzle  or  destroy  any  letter 
or  packet,  intrusted  to  him,  as  aforAaid,  and  which 
shall  not  contain  any  security  for,  or  assurance 
relatisK  to  money,  as  hereinaiter  described,  everr 
such  offender,  being  thereof  duly  convicted,  sh^ 
for  every  such  offence,  be  fined  not  exceeding  three 
hundrea  dollars,  or  imprisoned  not  exceeding  six 
months,  or  both,  according  to  the  circumstances 
and  aggravations  of  the  offence.  And  if  any  per- 
son, employed  as  aforesaid,  shall  i!ecrete,  embe^le, 
or  destroy,  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  let- 
ters, with  which  he  snail  be  intrusted,  or  which 
shall  have  come  to  his  possession,  and  are  intended 
to  be  conveyed  by  post,  containing  any  bank  note, 
or  bank  post  bill,  but  of  exchange,  wanani  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  note  of  assigntneat 
of  stock  in  the  fundSjlettersofatlomey  for  receiv- 
ing annuities  or  dividends,  or  for  sellme  stock  in 
the  funds,  or  for  receiving  the  interest  thereof,  or 
any  letter  of  credit,  or  note  for,  or  relating  to  the 
payment  of  money,  or  other  bond  or  warrant,  draft, 
bill,  or  promissory  note  vrtiatsoever,  for  the  ^y- 
ment  of  money ;  or  if  any  such  person,  employed 
as  aforesaid,  shall  steal  or  take  any  of  the  same  out 
of  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters,  that 
shall  come  to  his  possession,  he  shall,  on  convic- 
tion, for  any  such  offence,  suffer  death.  And  if  any 
person,  who  shall  have  taken  charge  of  the  mail 
of  the  United  States,  shall  quit  or  desert  the  same, 
before  his  arrival  at  the  next  Post  Office,  every 
sneh  person,  so  o&oding,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  five  nundred  dollars,  for  every 
such  offence.  And  if  any  person,  concerned  in 
carrying  the  mail  of  the  United  Stales,  shall  col- 
lect, receive  or  carry  any  letter  or  packet,  or  shall 
cause  or  procure  the  same  to  be  done,  contrary  to 
this  act,  every  such  offender  shall  forfeit  and  pa^, 
for  every  sucn  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  Bity 
dt^rs. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  itfitrtker  enacted,  That,  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  rob  any  carrier  of  the  mail 
(^tfae  United  States,  of  such  mail,  or  if  any  per- 
son shall  rob  the  mail,  in  iriiich  letters  are  sent  to 
be  conveyed  by  post,  of  any  letter  or  packet,  or 
shall  steal  such  mall,  or  idiatl  steal  and  take  (rom 
or  out  of  the  same,  or  ftom  or  out  of  any  Post  Of- 
fice, any  tetter  or  packet,  such  offender  or  offend- 
ers sfaaQ,  onconviction  diereof,  sufier  death. 

Sbc.  16.  Ajid  be  itfinther  enacted,  That  the 
Deputy  Postmasters  snail,  respectively,  publish  at 
the  expiration  of  eveir  three  months,  m  one  of  the 
newspapers  publishea  at,  or  nearest  the  place  of 
his  residence,  for  three  successive  weeks,  a  list  of 
alt  the  letters  then  remaining  in  their  respective 
offices;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  next  three 
months,  shall  send  such  of  the  said  letters  as  then 
remain  on  hand,  as  dead  letter^  to  the  General 
Post  Office,  where  the  same  shall  be  opened  and 
inspeetad ;  and  if  any  vahnUe  papers  or  matter  ttf 
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coDiwquence,  shsll  be  found  therein,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  PoBtinasteT  Oeneral,  to  c&use  a  de- 
scriptive list  thereof  to  be  inserted  in  ooe  of  the 
newspapers,  published  at  the  place  moat  coaveni- 
ent  to  where  the  owner  may  be  supposed  to  reside 
IT  within  the  United  Stales,  and  such  letter  and 
the  contents  shall  be  preserved,  to  be  delivered  to 
the  person,  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  addressed, 
upon  payment  of  the  postage,  and  the  expense  of 

Sec.  19.  Avd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
following  letters  and  packets,  and  do  other,  shall 
be  received  and  conveyed  by  postj  free  of  postage, 
under  such  restrictions  as  are  hereinafter  provided; 
that  is  to  say,  all  letters  andpackets  toor  fromthe 
President  or  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  all  letters  and  packets,  not  exceeding  two 
ounces  in  weight,  to  or  from  any  member  of  the 
Senate  or  House  of  Representatives,  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Senate  or  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, during  their  actual  attendance  in  anv 
Eession  ol  Congress,  and  twenty  days  after  suet 
session.  All  letters  to  and  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  his  Assistant,  CompUxiUer,  Re- 
gister, and  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  the  Treasurer, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
Commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  individual  States^the  Post- 
master General  and  his  Assistant :  Provided,  That 
no  person  shall  frank  or  enclose  any  letter  or  pack- 
et, other  than  his  own ;  but  any  public  letter  or 
packet  from  the  DetMrlment  of  the  Treasury  may 
be  franked  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or 
the  Assistant  Secretary,  or  by  the  Comptiollei, 
Register,  Auditor  or  Treasurer.  And  that  each 
person  before  named  shall  deliver  to  the  Post  Of- 
fice every  letter  or  packet  enclosed  to  him,  which 
may  be  directed  to  any  other  person,  notmg  the 
place,  from  whence  it  came  by  post,  and  the  usual 
postage  shall  be  charged  thereon. 

Sue.  20.  And  be  U  further enacUd,  That,  if  any 
person  sliall  counterfeit  the  handwriting  of  any 
other  person,  in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of 

K stage,  such  person  or  persons  so  offending,  and 
ing  thereof  duly  convicted,  shall  forfeit  and 
Ky,  for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
M  dollars. 

Bbc.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
printer  of  newspapers  may  send  one  paper  to  each 
and  every  other  printer  of  newspaper*  within  the 
United  States,  free  of  postage,  under  such  regula- 
tions as  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  shall  provide. 

Sec.  22.  Attd  be  it  further  enacUd.  That  all 
newspapers  conveyed  in  the  mail  shall  be  under 
a  cover  open  at  one  end,  carried  in  separate  bags 
from  the  letters,  and  charged  with  the  payment 
of  one  cent  for  any  distance  not  more  than  one 
hundred  miles,  and  one  cent  and  a  half  for  any 
greater  distance.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  ibt 
Postmaster  Qeijeral  and  his  Deputy  to  keep  a 
separate  account  for  the  newspapers,  and  the  De- 
puty Postmasters  shall  receive  nfty  per  cen' 
the  postage  of  all  newspapers;  ana  if  any  c 
matter  or  thing  be  enclosed  in  such  papers,  the 
whole  packet  shall  be  charged,  agreeably  to  the 
rotes  established  by  this  act,  for  letters  or  panels. 


And  if  any  of  the  pMsons  employed  is  aay  da- 
partmeni  of  the  Post  Office  shall  unlxwfolly  de- 
tain, delay,  embezzle,  or  destroy  any  newfapei 
with  which  he  shall  be  intrusted^  sach  oflfstden, 
for  every  such  offence,  shall  forfeit  a  som  oM  ex- 
ceeding fifty  dollars:  Proeided.  That  the  Post- 
master enteral,  in  any  contract  ne  may  enter  into 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  may  antbwize  the 
person  with  whom  such  contract  is  made  to  canr 
newspapers  other  than  those  conveyed  in  the  maiL 
Sec.  23.  And  be  U  farther  macted^  Tbax  the 
Postmaster  Oeneral  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  allow  to  the  Deputy  Postmasters,  respect- 
ively, BUch  commission  .on  the  moneys  ananr 
from  the  postage  of  letters  and  packets  as  he  shall 
think  adequate  to  their  res^ctive  services:  Pro- 
vided,  That  the  said  commission  shall  aoi  exceed 
forty  per  cent,  to  any  Deputy  whose  compena- 
tion  thereby  shall  not  exceed  fifty  doUan,  nor 
tbirty  per  cent,  to  any  Deputy  whose  compeov- 
thereby  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars, 
twenty  per  cent,  to  any  other  Deputy,  except 
the  Postmaster  at  the  port  where  the  Burop  -~ 
packets  do  or  shall  steadily  arrive,  to  whom  s 
further  allowance,  in  addition  to  the  emolumeuu 
of  his  office,  shall  be  made  as  the  Postmaster  Oe- 
neral shall  deem  a  reasonable  comnensation  for 
his  extra  services  in  the  receipt  and  despatch  of 
letters  originally  received  into  his  office  from  on 
board  such  packets,  and  by  him  forwarded  to 
other  offices :  And  provided,  aiao,  That  the  com- 

feusations  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  eighteen 
undred  dollars  per  annum  to  any  one  Postmaster 
for  all  services  by  him  rendered. 

Sgc.24.  And  be  it  farther  enacUd,  That,  if  any 
Deputy  Postmaster  or  other  person  anthonzed  lo 
receive  the  postage  of  letters  and  packets,  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  render  his  occoonts  and  pay 
over  to  the  Postmaster  Gieneral  the  balance  by 
him  due,  at  the  end  of  every  three  months,  it  ahall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  Qeseral  to  cause  a 
suit  to  be  commenced  aoipst  the  Pt^son  or  pa- 
sons  so  neglecting  or  refusing ;  and  if  the  Post- 
master General  shall  not  cause  such  suit  to  be 
conunenced  within  three  mouths  from  the  end 
of  every  such  three  months,  the  balances  due  from 
every  such  delinquent  shall  be  charged  to,  and 
recoverable  from,  the  Postmaster  General. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  aO 
pecuniary  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  imder 
this  act  shall  be,  one  -half  for  the  use  of  the  penon 
or  persons  informing  and  prosecuting  for  the  same, 
the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Sec,  28.  And  be  it  fariker  enacted,  That  it  shall 
he  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  make 
provision,  where  it  may  be  necessary,  for  the  re- 
ceipt of  all  letters  and  packets  inteoded  to  be  cok- 
veyed  by  any  ship  or  vessel  beyond  sea,  or  fnm 
any  port  of  the  United  Stales  to  onoAer  pon 
therem ;  and  the  letters  so  received  shall  be  formed 
into  a  maiL  sealed  up,  and  directed  to  the  Post- 
master of  the  port  to  which  such  ship  or  vesad 
shall  be  bound.  And  for  every  letter  or  packet  so 
received  there  shall  be  paid,  at  the  time  of  its  re- 
ception, a  postage  of  one  cent ;  and  the  Poatooaa- 
tei  General  may  make  arrangements  with  du 
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PwtnuMen  in  amy  Itveign  caantry  for  the  reci- 
procal receipt  and  delirery  of  letters  and  packets 
through  the  Post  Offices. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  U  farther  enacted,  That  the 
Deputy  Postmasters,  and  the  persons  employed  in 
the  troDsportation  of  the  mail,  shall  be  exempt 
from  mUtiB  duties,  or  any  fine  or  peiwlty  for  ne- 
gleet  thereof. 

8sc.  28.  AndbeitJvr&ermaeUd,  That  aU  the 
sorplus  reTenne  of  the  Oeneral  Post  Office  which 
shall  have  aocrued  prerions  to  the  first  day  of 
June  Dext,  not  heretofore  appropriated,  be,  and 
the  same  u  hereby,  appropriated  towards  defray- 
iiw  any  deficiency  which  mar  arise  in  thereTenue 
ofthe  said  Department  tot  the  year  next  ensuing. 

aic.S9.  AndbeitJwHherenacUd,  That  the  act 
pUMd  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  entitled  "An 
set  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  temporBry  eataUishment 
of  the  Post  Office,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
continued  in  full  force  until  the  first  day  of  June 
next,  and  no  lonrer. 

Sbc.  30.  And  be  it  further  atacUd,  That  this 
ftct  shall  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  two  years, 
from  the  said  first  day  of  June  next,  and  na  longer. 

Approved,  February  20, 1792. 


An  A«t  reUbTc  to  the  •leetian  of  a  Praddent  and  Vice 
Frendcnt  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the 
officer  who  shall  act  si  Preddent  in  cue  of  vscsn- 
dea  in  the  offios*  both  of  Premdcnt  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent 

Be  it  enaOed,  f  c.  That,  ^ept  in  case  of  on 
election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  prior  to  the  ordinary  period,  as 
hereinafter  specified,  Electors  shall  be  appointed 
in  each  State  for  the  election  of  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  within  thirty- 
four  days  preceding  the  first  Wednesday  in  Decem- 
ber, one  uousand  seren  hundred  and  ninety-two, 
and  within  thirtr-fonr  days  preceding  the  first 
Wednesday  in  December  in  every  fourth  year 
meceeding  the  last  (declion,  which  Blectors  shall 
be  equal  to  the  anmbex  of  Senators  and  Repr< 
aentatiTes,  to  which  the  several  States  may  by 
law  be  entitled  at  the  time,  when  the  President 
and  Vice  Presideui.thus  to  be  chosen, should  come 
into  office :  Provided,  ahoajft,  That  where  no  ap- 
portionment of  Representatives  shall  have  been 
made  after  «nr  enumeratioii,  at  the  time  of  choos- 
ing Electors,  tnen  the  number  of  Electors  shall  be 
according  to  the  existing  apportioDmeiit  of  Sena- 
tors and  Represeatatives. 
Snc  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
mdgiretheirvoteson  theeaid 


Elector*  shall  n 


of;  and  the  Eleclon  in  each  State  diall  make  and 
Ofo  three  eertifieates  of  all  the  votes  by  them 
given,  and  shall  seal  up  the  amie,  certi^ing  on 
each  that  a  list  of  the  rotes  of  such  Slate  for 
Piwident  and  Vice  President  is  contained  therein, 
and  shall  by  writing  under  their  hands,  or  under 
the  hands  of  a  majority  of  them,  appoint  a  per- 
son to  take  charge  of  and  delirer  to  tne  President 


of  the  Senate,  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  before 
the  first  Wednesday  in  January  then  next  ensu- 
ing, one  of  the  said  certificates ;  and  the  Eaid  Elect- 
ors shall  forthwith  forward,  by  ihe  Post  Office,  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  at  iheBeattrfOovem* 
mest,  one  other  of  the  said  certificates ;  and  shall 
forthwith  cause  the  other  of  the  said  certificates 

be  delivered  to  the  Judge  of  that  District  in 
which  the  said  Electors  shall  assemble. 

I.  And  be  it  furrier  enacted,  That  the  Ex- 
ecQtire  authority  of  each  State  shall  cause  three 
listaof  the  names  of  theElectore  of  such  State  to  he 
made  and  certified  and  to  be  delivered  to  the  BUect- 
before  the  said  first  Wednesday  in  De- 
cember ;  and  the  said  Electors  shall  annex  one  of 
the  said  lists  to  each  of  the  Usta  of  their  votes. 

8Ea.4.  And  6et(/ur(A«r  enacted,  That  ii  a  list  ttf 
rotes  from  any  State  shall  not  have  been  received 
at  the  Seat  of  Government  on  the  said  first  Wed- 
nesday in  January,  that  then  the  Secretary  of  State 
shall  send  a  special  messenger  to  the  District 
Judge  in  whose  custody  such  Ust  shall  have  been 
lod^d,  who  shall  forthwith  transmit  the  same  to 
the  Seat  of  Government. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  Congress 
shall  be  in  session  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  Fe- 
bruary, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  and  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  February 
'  ing  every  meeting  of  the  Electors,  and  the 
tiiicBtes,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  hare 
beee  received,  shall  then  be  opene<L  the  votes 
counted,  and  tne  persons  who  sluU  fill  the  offices 
of  President  and  Vice  President  ascertained  and 
declared,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution. 

Sbc.6.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That,in  case 
there  shall  be  DO  President  of  the  Senate  at  the  Seat 
of  Government  on  the  arrival  of  the  persons  in- 
trusted with  the  lists  of  the  rotes  of  the  Electors, 
then  such  persons  shall  delirer  the  lists  of  rotes 
in  their  custody  into  the  office  ofthe  Secretary  of 
Stale,  to  be  safely  kept,  and  delivered  orer  as  soon 
as  may  be  to  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  thepeiv 
sons  appointed  by  tne  Electors  to  deliver  the  lists 
of  votes  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  shall  be 
allowed,  on  the  ddivery  of  the  said  lists,  twenty- 
fire  cents  for  every  mile  of  the  estimated  dis- 
tance, by  the  most  usual  road,  from  the  place  of 
meeting  of  the  Electors  to  the  Seat  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  8,  And  6e»(./i(r(A«renacfc(^That^ any  per- 
son appointed  to  deliver  the  votes  of  the  Electors  to 
the  President  ot  the  Senate,  shall,  af^r  accepting 
of  hisappoinlment,nedecl  to  perform  the  serr ices 
required  of  him  by  this  act,  he  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

Bbc.  9.  And  6<  a  Artfter  enacted  That,  in  case  of 
removal,  death,  resignation,  or  inability  both  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  President  of  the  Senate  jm  tempore,  and  in 
case  there  shall  be  no  President  of  (he  Senai^ 
then  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representntires, 
for  the  time  bein^  sball  act  as  President  of  the 
United  States  Until  the  disability  be  removed  ot  a 
President  shall  be  elected. 

8B0.1&  And  tod^rtterenacted.  That,  whenever 
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tbeoffices  of  Prendentand  Vice  Prnidentshall  both 
become  rseaut,  the  Secretary  of  Btste  shall  forlh- 
with  came  a  Qotificatioo  thereof  to  be  made  to 
the  ExecntiTe  of  every  State,  and  shall  alsocaose 
the  same  to  be  publiahed  in  at  least  one  of  the 
news[»pen  printed  in  each  State,  sbecifying  that 
Electon  of  ihe  President  of  the  United  States 
■hatl  be  ai>pointed  or  chosen  la  the  scTeral  States 
irithin  thiny-Tosr  days  preceding  the  Brsl  Wed- 
neadky  in  December  thea  neit  «n*uiDf :  Pravidtd, 
Tbere  shall  be  the  space  of  two  months  batvaen 
the  date  of  auch  nolificMion  aad  the  aaid  fint 
Wednesday  in  December )  bat  if  there  shall  not 
be  the  s]iace  of  two  montha  iieiweeit  the  dale  of 
snch  notificBtioo  and  Ike  fiiet  Wednesday  in  De- 
cember, and  if  the  t«im  for  -frbick  the  Prendent 
and  Vice  Presideat  lact  in  office  were  riecttd  shall 
not  expire  on  the  third  day  of  March  next  ansn- 
ing,  then  the  Beoreury  of  State  shall  specify  in 
the  notification  that  the  Electors  shall  be  appoint- 
ed or  ehtwen  within  thirtyj'oiiT  days  preceding 
the  firat  Wednesday  in  Deeember  in  the  yew — ' 
enming.  within  w^ioh  time  the  Electors  shal.  _. 
cordinply  be  appointed  or  chosen;  and  the  Bleet- 
ors  shall  meet  and  nTe  their  rotes  on  the  said 


shall  be  pursaant  to  the  directions  prescribed  in 


8ec.11.  AndbeUJvrlherattKted,  Thattheonly 

sal  loaecept,  or  of  a  resignation  of 

the  office  of  President  or  Vice  Preaident  shall  be 


eridenee  of  a  reliisaft 


)r  of  a  resignation  of 
I  Preaident  shall  be 
!t  in  writing  declaring  the  same,  and 
subscribed  by  the  pnson  refbsing  to  accept,  or  r»- 
agniw,  as  the  ease  may  be,  and  ddivarod  iato 
the  (Ooe  oS  the  Beoretary  of  State. 

Snc.  18.  And  be  iljvrlher  enacted,  That  the  term 
of  foBT  years,  for  wluch  a  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent shall  be  elected,  shall,  in  all  cases,  commence 
onthefonrth  day  (tf  March  next  snceeeding  the  day 
CHI  w^ich  the  Totet  of  the  Electors  shall  bare 
been  giren. 
Approred,  March  1,  1793. 

An  Act  fin  making  fbitkar  and  mora  tdeotoal  provi- 
sion tat  the  protMXton  of  llu  Fiontien  of  tlie  United 

Sutes.  

Bt  U  maeted,  fc,  That  the  battalion  of  artil- 
lery now  in  serriee  be  completed  aoeording  to 
the  esteblishment,  and  that  the  two  regiiBents  of 
iniantry  now  in  service  be^compteled  to  the  num- 
ber of  nine  hundred  and  sixty  non-commissioned 
officers,  privates,  and  nuiucians,  each. 

Sec.S.  Andbeiijkjiheremieled,  That theresball 
be  imised  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  three 
additional  regents,  «aob  of  which,  eidueively 
of  the  commissioMd  officen,  shall  consist  of  nine 
handled  and  sixty  non-eoaunissioBed  offieers,  pri' 
vatM,  and  mudciaas ;  and  that  one  of  the  said 
r^ments  be  orpuiied  in  the  following  ouroner: 
that  IS  to  say— two  baitnhena  of  in&n^,  eaoh  of 
whieh,  exeliuiTelv  of  the  commissiraied  tjffieers 
shall  consist  of  three  himdied  and  twenty  noB' 


commissioned  officers,  privates,  and  mr 

aad  oofl  sqaadnm  of  li^t  di^geona,  which,  ex- 


clnsrrely  of  the  * 
sist  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  non  LBrniab 
sioned  officers,  prirates,  and  tntnieians;  aad  that 
it  shall  be  a  condition  in  the  enltatmeat  of  ^ 
aaid  dragoons,  lo  etxre  ns  dismoanted  diaj^oaM, 
whnterer  they  shall  be  otdered  diereto  *.  That  dM 
organixatinn  of  the  said  sqnadr«a  of  light  dn- 
goons  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit :  One  tB»<v,  am 
adjutant,  one  qnnitetKMMer,  one  MUgeoai  sMte, 
and  fmir  trnnnn,  mrh  nf  nliiiih  ihsll  rnmssnt  nf  nm 
captain,  one  uenleiMnt,  one  comet,  bar  migetan, 
fonr  cotporala,  oae  &rriet,  out  stdtUer,  < 
peter,  and  sixiy-nine  dragoone ;  aad  the 
may  arm  the  aid  troops  as  he  s' 
per.  Frmidtd  alieajie,  and  I 
aetedj  That  it  shall  be  lawlU  f< 
die  United  SlUee  to  eiganBe  the  said  fire  Mgt- 
mcnts  of  infcntry  and  the  said  ecvpa  of  haise  siad 
artillery  aa  he  shall  judge  expedient,  diminiduBg 
the  number  of  corps,  i»  taking  fk«m  i»e  csrpa 
and  addiiw  to  another,  as  ahaU  appear  lo  him  pi*- 
per;  so  that  the  whole  numbw  of  cfficeta  and 
men  shall  not  eaoaed  the  limits  abore  preacribed : 
Provided^  That  the  said  three  r^menis  sltaJl  be 
discharged  as  soon  as  the  United  Sintea  shall  be 
at  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjiirlhtr  ettacUd,  That  the  non- 
commissioDed  officers,  private^  and  innaiciuu  of 
the  said  three  regiments  sh^  be  enlisted  (br  the 
term  of  three  years,  antcss  prerionsly  discharged. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  JurAer  enacted,  That  erery 
recruit,  who  shall  be  enlisted  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
shall  receive  eight  dollars  bounty,  and  that  the 
same  shall  be  made  op  to  the  non-coBinissiooed 
officers,  privates,  and  musioians  now  in  semec, 
who  hare  eoHsted  for  three  yean,  since  the  pac- 
ing of  the  act  entitled  "Aa  net  for  rwalaBnc 
the  mttitaiT  establishment  of  (he  United  StMee." 

Sue.  6.  And  be  ttJitrOterOaeted,  That  the  et 


missianed  officers,  who  shall  be  employed  to  i«- 
ertrit  for  the  military  estabhthment.  disJl  be  enti- 
Feceire,  for  erery  recniii,  diuy  cslisted  and 


mustered,  two  doUare. 
8bo.  6.   Aad  be  it  further  e 

monthly  pay  of  tlte  ecntEaisaioncd  c ,  _^ 

eominissiMwd  odicen,  piirates,  and  mtisieianB,  em 
the  military  estaMtshment  of  the  United  Stateo, 
and  of  the  iniee  regiments  aatboiiccd  by  this  nel^ 
dull  be,  ill  future,  aa  foDoWs,  free  of  all  dedno- 

Qbrbbal  8tai>i^— A  major  voietal,  one  hm- 
dred  and  sixty-six  doDorSi  a  brigadier  gcacni, 
hundred  and  four  dollars;  qaarteraueter,  ana 
hundred  dollars ;  adjutant,  to  do  ^so  the  doty  of 
inspector,  BevMnty-^redidlars-,  chaplain,  Sfty  dol- 
lars; sDrxe<m,  seventy  doUars;  depoty  qvnner- 
master,  &tj  dollar*;  nid-de-cunp,  in  addoion  in 
his  pay  in  the  line,  twCnty-fbor  doUars;  hriyde 
major,  to  act  dao  aa  deputy  inspector,  in  addstina 
lo  hit  pay  in  the  liae.twenty'Jbnt  doUars ;  poinei- 
pri  artificer,  forty  doliuis }  second  artificer,  tw^ty- 
six  doUtrs. 

Rnannirrjii. — LieMenantcokmd  commandant 
serenty-fivc^diaTBi  major  commandant  td*  wtit 
lay  and  major  of  dragoons,  fifty-ire  dolhknt  pcT' 
'   r,  ia  additiMi  to  his  p^y  in  tba  Ua^  tea  dm- 


v.^,. 


APRENQIX. 


laM ;  qiurtannaater,  in  additMHi  to  iiim  pay  in  tbe 
Une,  eight  di^mn;  adjutant,  inaddition  to  bis  pay 
m  liM  line,  ten  dollars',  majofs  of  mfanlry,  fif^ 
dollius:  eapeuBs,  6>ny  d<Jlan ;  lieutensnts,  twenty- 
six  doUare:  ensigDi  and  aontds,  tvuity  doUan : 
sai^eoBs,  lony^Vc  doUart;  nates,  thii^  dollan 


wTKeant  nu^or  aitd  ^nartennuler  sergeant^  aavcn 
loliarat  Muqi  mosiciaiu,  six  dollan;  eotftaals, 
five doUata;  priTates, three  dollau ;  mu8ieiaiH,fouT 
doUavBt  ortiiueiB  allowed  to  the  ui&iitry,  ut^t 


druoont,  and  aitUleiy,  and  Im 
•igAt  doaaiE;  mationH  and  nun 


i  iKelnded  aa  prifatet, 

_  a  the  nospital, 

^gtit  ddlan. 

Sec.  7.  Aitd  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the  rs- 
tioDB,  or  money  in  lien  thereof,  foi  the  o«HDmi»- 
Bioned,  BOft^ommisaioned  (fficers,  privatea,  and 
.musiciani,  of  the  additional  troops  herein  men- 
tioned, shall  be  the  same  as  desenbed  inthe  ofwe- 
laid  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  r^nlatjag  tbe  mili- 
tary estaUisluneDiDf  tbe  United  States,"  andin  the 
act  passed  in  the  third  sesaon  of  the  first  Congien, 
■ntitled  "  Ab  act  for  raising  and  ad^ug  aitother 
re^ment  to  the  military  ealabUshment  of  the 
Uaited  States^  and  for  '"■^"'g  further  proniioa 
for  the  proteclioa  of  the  frontlets." 

Sec.  a  And  be  it  fbrther  enacted.  That  the  fo- 
rage to  be  allowed  to  the  officws  of  the  additiMud 
regiments  auUiorized<by  this  actj  be  the  same  as 
deseribed  by  the  nets  Imbre  mentioned. 

8SC.9.  AttdbeitfurthertMocttd,  Tbatifaeallow- 
anc«  of  clothing  for  noa-eommiseioned  ofSoers  and 
priTBUs  of  the  mfantrj;  of  the  said  three  regiments, 
shall  be  the  same  as  is  bv  law  established :  that 
suitable  olotbiag  be  provioed  for  the  cavalry,  and 
sdapted  to  the  nature  of  the  serrice,  and  conformed 
■8  near  as  nu^  be  to  the  ralae  of  the  elMbiag 
allowed  to  tbe  m&ntiy  uid  ertiltery. 

Skc.  10.  AfidbeitJvrtherenaKted,  Thatallthe 
GommiBsioued  and  non'Oommiasuiaed  <AceN,  pri- 
Tates,  and  musicians,  of  the  said  three  regiments, 
shall  take  the  same  oaths,  shall  be  governed  by 
dte  same  rnlesandregalations,  attd,  in  cases  of  dis- 
lAililies,  shall  receive  the  same  compensations,  as 
are  described  in  the  before  mentioned  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  regulating  the  militsry  estabushBieni 
of  the  United  Sutes." 

8bc.11.  J<)d&«t(/irtA«rena(tt(L  That  it  shall 
b«  lawful  for  the  Piesident  ctf  the  United  States 
to  forbear  to  raise,  or  to  disoharge  after  &«y  shall 
be  raieed,  the  whole  or  any  part  o£  the  mii  three 
additional  legimoits,  in  case  events  shall,  in  bis 
judmkent,  render  his  so  doing  consistent  with  the 
p^£c»ai«ty. 

arc.  12.  Ajid  be  Uftrlier  enacted,  That  the 
President  be,  and  he  heiehy  is  authorized,  from 
time  to  time,  to  call  into  serriee,  and  for  such  t»- 
riods  as  he  may  deem  requisite,  such  number  of 
cavalry  as,  in  his  judgnaent,  aaay  be  aecesMry  for 
the  protection  of  the  ftoBtian :  Pnmded,  Thu 
■um-commisuoned  ofibeca  shall  atA  be  allowed 
■  more  than  one  dollar  per  day,  noe  the  pnvales 
more  than  seventy-five  cents  perdayi  eai^  par- 
son finding  his  becte,  arms,  and  acooutrvaoMs, 


Sbc.  13.  And  be  itfitrOier  enacledr  That  tbe 
President  altute  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  appoint,  for  the  cavalry  so  to  De  engaged,  the 
proper  commisskoned  officers,  who  shall  not  exceed, 
in  number  and  rank,  the  proportions  as^ned  to 
the  said  three  regiments,  and  whose  pay  and  other 
allowanceB  shall  not,  exclusively  of  fifty  cents  per 
day  foi  tbe  use  and  risk  of  their  horses,  exceed 
those  of  officers  of  correapoDdiog  laak  in  ihe  said 
reKinients. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  U  JurAtr  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized,  is 
case  h£  shall  deem  the  measure  expedieuL  to  em- 
ploy such  number  of  the  Indians,  and  lot  such 
compeosBtions,  aa  be  may  think  proper :  Provided, 
The  wid  compensations  do  not,  in  the  whole,  ezr 
ceed  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Approved,  March  5, 1792. 


to  eertain  ads  of  tbe  Statas  of  Muyluid,  Oemgia, 
and  Hhode  Usiid  snd  Pmidsnoe  PlantatiMM,  so  fat 
aa  the  lana  nsfMCts  the  Slate*  »f  Georgia  and  BbodB 
Uaadand  PtsmdenM  Wsntwdiais. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  consent  of  Con- 

Sess  be,  and  is  hereby,  granted  and  declared  to 
e  operation  of  an  act  of  the  General  Aa!<embly 
of  Maryland,  made  and  passed  at  a  session  becun 
and  held  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  on  the  first 
Monday  in  November  last,  entitled  "An  act  era- 

Kwering  the  wardens  of  the  port  of  Baltimore  to 
ry  and  collect  tbe  duty  tberein  mentioned." 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress 
to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland,  Oeorgia, 
and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations^," 
shall  be  continued,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  in 
fiill  fwce,  so  far  as  the  same  re^>ects  the  States  of 
Georgia,  and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jwlher  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  be  and  continue  in  force  for  tbe  term  of  three 
years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  Ihe  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approve*!,  March  Ifi,  1793. 

An  Acttapreridefbrtbe  actdameM  of  Ihe  cUomi  of 
widows  and  oiplisma,  baired  by  Iba  Kmitatinra  bore- 
tofbre  eataUished,  and  to  ragnlate  tbe  claiau  to  in. 
valid  pencils. 

Be  it  maOed.  ^.,  That  the  openttion  of  the 
rtsoliiljcDa  of  the  late  Congress  of  tbe  United 
Sutes,  pHBTCden  the  secoaa  day  of  Novembet. 
(aw  thousand  seven  hwdred  and  eighty-five,  »aa 

the  twentr-third  daf  of  July,  one  than    ~  ' 

hundred  and  ei|''  -  '- 

barred,  w  may  b 

the  widow  or  mpBaiaa  m  aav  uuMicr  ui  lue  auc 
Army,  to  the  s«nr«a  yean  hau-pay  of  soeb.ottcer, 
shall,  iron  asd  aAer  the  passing  this  act,  be  sus- 
pended for  and  during  the  tetia  of  two  yean. 

Siio.  2.  And  be  it  fiather  enacted.  That  any 
oonuniasioned  lAoer,  not  having  received  tliie 


v.^,. 


IMT 


AP^NDK. 


commatBlion  of  half-pay,  and  anr 

uoned  officer,  soldier,  or  seaman,  disabled  m  uk 
actual  service  of  the  United  States,  daring  the  late 
war,  by  wounds  or  other  known  cause,  who  did 
not  desert  from  the  said  service,  shall  be  entitled 
to  be  placed  on  the  pension  Sat  of  the  United 
States  during  life  or  the  continuance  of  such  disa- 
bility, and  shall  also  be  allowed  such  farther  sum 
for  the  arrears  of  pension,  from  the  time  of  such 
disability,  not  exceeding  tne  rate  of  the  annual  al- 
lowance, in  consequence  of  his  disability,  as  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  district  in  which  they  re- 
apectively  reside  may  think  just :  Prwided,  That 
in  every  such  case  the  rules  and  regulations  fol- 
lowing shall  be  corniced  with ;  tluit  is  to  say, 
first,  every  applicant  shall  attend  the  Court  m 
person,  except  where  it  shall  be  certified  by  two 
magistrates  that  he  is  uikable  to  do  so,  and  shall 
produce  to  the  Circuit  Court  the  following  proofs, 
(o  wit:  a  certificate  from  the  commanding  officer 
of  Lhe  ship,  re^ment,  corps,  or  company  in  which 
he  served,  aettu^  forth  his  disability,  and  that  he 
WB«  thus  disabled  while  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States ;  or  the  affidavits  of  two  credible 
witnesses  to  same  effect ;  the  affidavits  of  three  re- 
putable freeholders  of  the  city,  town,  or  county  in 
which  he  resides,  ascertaining  of  their  own  know- 
ledge the  mode  of  life,  emiJoymeut,  labor,  or 
means  cS  support  of  such  applicant,  for  (he  last 
twelve  months.  Secondly,  the  Circuit  Court, 
npoQ  receipt  of  the  proofs  aforesaid,  shall  forth- 
with proceed  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  the 
wound,  or  other  cause  of  disability  of  such  appJi- 
canL  and  having  ascertained  the  desree  thereof, 
■ball  certify  the  some,  and  transmit  toe  result  of 
their  inquiry,  in  case  in  their  opinion  the  appli- 
cant should  be  pat  on  the  pension  list,  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  together  with  their  opinion  in 
writing,  what  projportion  of  the  monthly  pay  of 
such  applicant  will  be  equivalent  to  the  degree  of 
disability  ascertained  iu  manner  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3,  And  be  UfiiTlher  enacted  That  the 
clerk  of  the  District  Court,  in  each  district,  shall 
publish  this  act  in  such  manner  as  the  Judg«  of 
the  District  Court  shall  think  efleclual  to  give 
general  information  thereof  to  the  people  of  the 
district,  and  shall' eive  like  information  of  the 
times  and  places  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in 
such  district  And  in  districts  wherein  a  Circuit 
Court  is  not  directed  by  law  to  be  holden,  the 
Judge  of  the  District  Court  shall  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  authorized  to  exercise  all  the  powers  given 
by  this  act  to  the  respective  Circuit  Courts.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit 
Courts,  respectively,  during  the  term  of  two  years 
frouL  the  passingof  this  act,  to  remain  at  the  places 
where  the  said  Courts  shall  be  holden  five  days  at 
Uie  teaat,  from  the  time  of  opening  the  sessions 
thereof,  that  persons  disablea  at  aforesaid  may 
have  full  owortunity  to  make  their  application 
for  the  relief  proposed  by  this  act 

8bc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tfaat  the 
Secretary  of  War,  upon  receipt  of  the  proofs, 
certificate,  and  opinion  aforesaid,  shall  cause  the 
same  to  be  duty  filed  in  his  office,  and  idace  the 
name  of  such  apidicant  oa  the  peositm  hat  of  the 


United  States,  in  conformity  themto :  Prvmdti, 
atieayi,  That,  in  any  case  where  the  said  Sccn- 
lary  shall  have  cause  to  suspect  irapositica  « 
mistake,  he  shall  have  power  to  withhold  lhe 
name  of  such  applicant  from  the  pension  list,  and 
make  report  of  the  same  to  Congress  «i  their  not 

Sfic.  5.  And  be  it  farther  enacUtL  That  all  wa- 
commissioiked  officers,  soldiery  ana  seunca,  dia- 
Ued  in  theactnalserviceofthe  United  State^dofiBf 
the  late  wmr,  wboae  disability  and  mte  oC  alW 
ance  have  been  ascertained,  pnrsnuil  to  the  ref- 
lations prescribed  by  the  late  Congreas,  nnd  km 
-  '  apMied  to  be  placed  on  the  peosioo  list  i    " 


the  time  limited  by  the  act  of  Congreas  fa 
mat  parpos«  was  expired,  shall  now  be  {Saced  a 
the  [«nsion  list,  and  be  entitled  to  demand  aid 


receive  their  respective  pensions,  according  to  tk 
allowances  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  aajr  tEiag  ■ 
this  act,  or  any  act  of  the  late  CongreM,  n>  ite 
contrary,  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  Tbat  bim 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  nle,  tiuifa, 
ot  mortgage  of  th,e  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  pa- 
sion  or  arrearaiges  of  peiksion,  payaUe  to  any  sen- 
commissioned  (Acer,  soldier,  or  seamaji,  ti^t 
the  same  shall  become  due,  shall  be  valid.  Aid 
every  person  claiming  such  pension  or  arrears  tf 
pension,  or  any  part  thereof;  under  power  al  A- 
torney  or  substitution,  shall,  before  the  same  ii 
paid,  make  oath  or  affirnuition  before  some  JoMiee 
of  the  Peace  of  the  place  where  the  same  isfafs- 
ble,  that  such  power  or  substitution  is  not  gtm 
by  reason  of  any  transfer  of  such  peo  ' 
rears  of  pension,  and  any  person  who  a) 
or  affirm  falselv  in  the  premiaesj  and  bn  ihomtf 
convicted,  shall  suffer  as  for  wilfiil  and  con^ 
penury. 

App-oved,  March  23,  1793. 

An  Ad  pmridiog  for  th«  settlement  at  Ik  dai^  al 
penoni  under  particular  arennistance^  bund  by  dM 
hlnitationi  heretofore  ealabliihML 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  operatks  ot  the 
resolutions  of  the  late  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  passed  OB  the  second  £iy  of  NoTemberiaae 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ei^ty-five,  and  the 
twenty-third  day  of  July,  one  thounadaevtti  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven,  so  far  as  they  bare  baned, 
"-  may  be  construed  to  bar,  the  clainss  of  anycC- 
^..r,  soldier,  artificer,  sailor,  or  marincL  of  the  late 
Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  peno^ 
services  rendered  to  the  United  States,  in  the  Mi- 
litary or  Naval  Department,  shalL  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  be  suspended  for  and  dar- 
ing the.term  of  two  years.  And  that  every  sock 
4mcer,  soldier,  artificer,  sailor.and  marine,  havB^ 
claims  for  services  rendered  to  the  United  Stam 
in  the  Military  or  Naval  Dejiartments,  wbo  shall 
exhibit  the  same  for  liquidation  at  the  TreasarT 
of  the  United  Stales:  at  any  lime  during  the  said 

of  two  years,  shall  be  entitled  to  an  adjott- 

:  and  allowance  thereof  on  the  same  |viDci- 
ples,  as  if  the  same  had  beeo  exhibited  within  the 
term  prescribed  by  the  aforeaaid  raaolutioiu  «f 
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CoDgTcaa:  Prtmtkd,  That  nothing  herein  shtl] 
be  constnied  to  extend  to  claims  for  rations  or  anb- 
aistenee  moner. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jbrther  enacted,  Thkt  no  ba- 
lances hereafter  to  be  certified  as  due  from  the 
United  States,  shall  be  registered  in  any  other 
name  than  that  of  the  ori^^al  claimant,  or  of  his 
heirs,  execatars,  or  Kdmioistrators }  and  such  ba- 
lances shall  be  transferable  only  at  the  Treasary, 
by  virtue  of  powers  actually  executed  after  such 
registry,  expressing  the  sutn  to  be  truisfered,  and 
in  pursuance  of  such  Keneral  rules  as  hare  been, 
or  shall  be  prescribed  Kir  that  purpose. 

Api»orea,  March  S7, 1798. 


Be  it  enacUd,  ^.,  That  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  adjust  the  claims  of  the  widows  and  or- 
phans, respectively,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the 
late  Colonel  Owen  Roberts,  Captain  William 
White,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bernard  Elliott,  Major 
Samuel  Wise,  Major  Benjamin  Huger,  Lieute- 
nant John  Bush,  and  Maji^or  Charles  Motte,  de- 
cesued  alt  of  whom  were  tilled  or  died  in  the  ser- 
Tice  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  seven  years' 
balf'pay  stipulated  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of 
the  tweuty-foarth  <My  of  August,  one  thousand 
seren  hundred  and  eighty  -,  and  that  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury  do  issue  hb  certificates  accord- 

Bec.  3.  And  be  itfitrther  enaeUd,  That  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Department  of  War  be,  and  be 
hereby  is,  required  to  place  on  the  loTalid  List, 
Timothy  Mix,  disabled  m  the  late  war,  by  the  loss 
of  his  right  hand,  while  in  the  service  of  the  Uait- 

d  States,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 

ommence  on  the  fourth  dav  of  1 
thousand  seven  hundred  ana  eighty-three ;  that 


lars  per  n 
of  Febmi 


commence  on  the  fourth  day  of  February, 
thousand  seven  hundred  ana  eighty-three ;  .^. 
the  said  Secretary  place  on  the  Qralid  List,  Ahel 
Turney,  mariner,  disabled  while  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  at  the  rate  of  one  doUar  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the 
arrears  of  the  said  pensions  be  paid  as  the  laws  di- 
rect in  similar  cases. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  Ae 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 


required  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  Joseph  Pannil. 
a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  service  of  the  Unitea 
States,  as  a  deranged  officer  upon  the  principles  of 
the  act  of  the  late  Congress  or  (he  third  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and 
to  allow  him  the  usual  commutation  of  the  half- 

£y  for  life  of  a  Lieutenant  Colonel ;  and  that  the 
igister  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  re- 
quired to  grant  a  certificate  for  the  amount  of  the 
balance  due  to  him ;  that  the  Comptroller  adjust 
the  account  of  the  late  Brisadier  Oeneral  De  Haas, 
admitting  to  the  credit  of  the  said  account  such 
sums  as,  by  evidence,  shall  ajtpear  to  have  been 
advanced  n>r  die  public  service,  and  which  have 
been  charged  by  the  United  States  to  the  tAceta 
who  have  received  the  same  for  the  puUic  aer- 


;  and  that  the  said  Register  do  grant  a  certifi* 
for  the  balance  dne  on  such  settlement ;  that 
the  said  Comptroller  adjust  the  accotmt  of  Tho- 
mas Mclntire,  a  Captam  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war,  and  allow  him 
the  usual  commutaiioo  of  the  half-pay  for  life  of 
a  Captain,  and  that  the  said  Register  grant  a  cer- 
tificate for  the  amount  ihereof  accordingly. 

Sec.  5.  Asui  be  it  JwlAer  emOed,  That  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treaiury  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
required  to  adjust  the  account  of  Francis  Suzor 
Debevere,  a  surgeon's  mate  iu  the  service  of  the 


the  late  war,  and  who  ri 


mained  in  captivity  to  the  end  thereof,  and  that 
the  Register  of^the  Treasury  be,  and  hereby  is,  re- 
quired to  grant  a  certificate  for  the  amount  which 
shall  be  ^und  due  for  the  services  of  the  said 
Francis  Suzor  Debevere;  that  the  said  Comp- 
troller adjust  the  account  of  Robert  King,  as  a 
Lieutenant,  deranged  upon  the  principles  of  the 
act  of  the  late  Congress,  passed  ihe  twenty-fourth 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-eight,  and  that  the  said  Raster  giant 
a  certificate  accordinaly;  that  the  Comptroller 
adjust  the  account  of  Lemuel  Sherman,  as  a  sail- 
ingmaster  of  a  galley  on  Lake  Cham[dajn,  and  as 
such  taken  prisoner ;  and  that  the  said  Reg^ter 
grant  a  certificate  accordingly. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacUd,  That  there  be 

S anted  to  Nicholas  Ferdipand  Westfall,  who  left 
e  British  serviccj  and  joined  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  during  the  tate  warLone  hundred 
acres  of  unappropriated  land  in  the  Western  Ter- 
ritory of  (he  United  Stales,  free  of  all  charge3,and 
also  the  sum  of  three  huodred  and  thirty-six  dol- 
lars, out  of  any  money  appropriated  to  theeontin- 
geat  charges  of  Government. 
Approved,  March  37, 1792. 


la  prDteetiiin  <rf  tba  hon- 


rsoflbaUnlUdetatML 


Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  it  shall  be  lawftil  for 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
such  number  of  Briffadier  Oenerab  as  may  be 
conducive  to  the  good  of  the  public  service:  rro- 
vided,  The  whole  number  appointed,  or  to  be  ap- 
pointed, shall  not  exceed  four. 

Approved,  March  38, 179S. 


Be  it  enacted,  fe^  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  ot 
the  United  States,  be  authorized,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  cause  to  be  finished,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  appear  advisable,  the  light-boose  hereto^ 
fore  begun  hnder  the  authority  of  the  Slate  of  ' 
North  Carolina,  on  Bald  Head,  at  the  mouth  of 
Cape  Fear  river,  in  the  said  State  j  and  that  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  four  thousand  dollars,  be  ap- 
ptoptiated  for  the  same,  out  of  any  moneys  here- 
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urfoie  appropriated,  which  maynmain  unexpend- 
ed, aAer  salisffing  the  purposes  for  which  they 
wers  app[Ojaria.tea.  or  out  of  any  other  moDeyo 
which  may  be  in  the  Treasury,  uot  subject  to  any 
prior  approprUtioo. 


Act*  <jf  OmgrMM. 


prior  appropriation. 
Approve^  April  2, 1792. 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c..  That  a  Mint,  for  the  purpose 
of  national  coinage,  be,  and  the  same  is  esinolished, 
to  be  situate  and  carried  on  at  the  Seat  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  UnitedStates,for  the  time  being; 
and  that  for  the  well  conducting  of  Uie  btisiness  of 
the  said  Mint,  there  shall  be  the  following  officers 
and  persons,  namely :  a  Director,  an  Assayer,  a 
Chief  Coiner,  ao  EngntTer,  a  Treasurer. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
Director  of  the  Mint  shall  employ  as  many  clerks, 
workmen,  and  servants,  as  he  shall  from  time  to 
time  find  necessary,  subject  to  the  approbation  of 
the  President  of  the  Uoited  Slates. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fitHKer  enacted,  That  the  re- 
spective functions  and  duties  of  the  officers  above 
mentioned  shall  be  as  follows :  The  Director  of  the 
Mint  shall  have  the  chief  maiisgement  of  the  bnsi- 
ness  thereof,  and  shall  superinteud  all  other  offi- 
cers and  pMstins  who  shall  be  employed  therein. 
The  Assayer  shall  receive  and  give  receipts  for  all 
metals  which  may  lawfully  Be  brought  to  the 
Mint  to  be  coined ;  shall  assay  all  such  of  them  as 
majr  require  it,  and  shall  deliver  them  to  the  Chief 
Coiner,  to  be  coined.  The  Chief  Coiner  shall 
cause  to  be  coined  all  metals  which  shall  be  re- 
ceived by  him  for  that  purpose,  according  to  such 
regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  this  or  any 
future  law.  The  Engraver  shall  sinkand  prepare 
the  necessary  din  lor  such  coinage  with  the 
raoperdenceaandinscriptioiu;  but  itshallbelaw' 
nil  mlhefiuMtioiM  aod  uiMB  of  Chief  CkMMt  and 
BngMTCr  to  be  peribmaed  hj  one  perwa.  The 
Treasurer  shall  receive  fnm  the  du^  Coiner  all 
the  coins  which  shall  hare  been  struck,  and  shall 
pay  or  deliver  them  to  the  persons  respectively  to 
whom  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  or  delivered^  be 
shall,  moreover,  receive  and  safely  Veep  all  moneys 
whicn  shall  be  for  the  use,  maintenance,  and  sup- 
port of  the  Mint,  and  shall  disburse  the  same  upon 
warrants  signed  b^  the  Director. 

Bec.  4.  AndbeitJwiixeT  enacted,  That  every 
officer  and  clerk  of  the  syd  Mint  shall,  before  he 
enters  upon  the  execution  of  his  office,  take  an  oath 
«i  affifnatiott,  before  some  Judge  of  the  United 
States,  ftithfully  wai  diligratly  to  peiform  the 
duties  thereof. 

Sec. 5.  And  be  it  Jvni»e»- enacted,  Thatthesaid 
Aueyer,  Chief  Coiner,  and  Treasurer,  previously 
to  entering  upon  the  execution  of  their  respective- 
offices,  shall  each  become  bound  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to 
the  satiefaotimi  of  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury, 
in  the  lam  of  ten  thousand  dollarsg  with  conditiiw 
for  the  faithful  and  diligent  perfonnanee  of  the 
duties  <^  his  office. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fiaHur  enacted.  That  there 


■hall  be  allowed  and  paid,  as  ewnpepiawiotw  &■ 

their  respective  services :  To  the  said  Directoi, » 
yearly  suary  of  two  thousand  dollars ;  to  the  said 
Assayer,  a  yearly  salary  of  one  thousand  five  huo- 
dred  dollars;  to  the  said  Chief  Coiner,  a  yeariy 
salary  of  one  thousand  &ve  hundred  dollars ;  to  the 
y  of  one  thousand  two 
id  Treasurer,  a  yearly 
salary  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars;  to 
each  clerk  who  may  be  employed,  «  yearly  saUry 
not  exceediDS  five  hundred  dollars ;  and  to  the 
several  subordinate  workmen  and  servants,  such 
wages  and  allowances  as  are  customary  and  rea- 
sonable, according  to  their  respective  stations  and 
occupations. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itjvrther  enacted.  That  the  ae- 
eo«nia4rf  the  offieer*  aad  peraons  en^rfoyed  iaaad 
about  the  said  Mint,  and  for  services  performed 
in  relation  thereto,  and  all  otheraccqtuits  coooaia- 
ing  the  bu&iuess  and  admioistraiian  thereof^  shall 
be  adjusted  and  settled  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States:  and  a  quarter-yearly 
account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
said  Mint,  shall  be  rendered  at  the  said  Tieasarf 
for  settlemeut,  according  to  such  forma  and  regula- 
tions as  shall  have  been  prescribed  by  that  Depart- 
ment; and  that  once  in  each  year  a  report  <h  the 
transactions  of  the  said  Mint,  accompanied  bv  an 
abstract  of  the  settlemeots  which  shall  hare  be«a 
from  time  to  .time  made,  duly  certified  by  tbe 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasurj,  shall  be  laid  heton 
Congress  for  their  information. 

Seo.  6.  Axd  be  it/artJur  enacted.  That  in  addi- 
tion to  the  authority  rested  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  session, 
touching  the  engaging  of  artists  and  die  procur- 
ing of  apparatus  for  the  said  Mint,  the  Presideat 
be  authorized,  eod  be  is  hereby  authorized,  to  cause 
to  be  provided  and  put  in  proper  condition  stKh 
buildings,  and  in  such  manner,  as  shall  appear  to 
him  requisite  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  oa  the 
business  of  the  said  Mint;  and  that  as  well  the 
expenses  which  shall  have  been  incnired  pursuaiU 
to  the  said  resolution,  as  those  which  may  be  in- 
curred in  providing  and  prepariiu;  the  said  baild- 
ings,  and  all  other  expenses  which  may  beteaAer 
accrue  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the 
said  Mint,  and  in  carrying  on  the  business  there- 
of over  and  above  the  sums  which  may  be  received 
by  reason  of  the  rate  per  centum  [m  coinage 
hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  defrayed  from  the 
Treasuiy  of  the  United  States,  out  of  any  moneys 
which  from  time  to  time  shall  be  therein,  dM 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enaeUd,  That  then 
shall  be  from  time  to  time  struck  and  coined,  at 
the  said  Mint,  coins  of  gold,  silver,  and  copper,  of 
the  following  denominations,  values,  and  descrip* 
tions,  viz :  Eas['^i  ^^^  to  ^  "^  ^^^  value  of  ten 
dollars  or  units,  and  to  contain  two  hundred  and 
forty-seven  erains  and  four  eighths  of  a  nain  of 
pure,  or  two  hundred  and  sereaty  grains  c?  stand- 
ard gold ;  Half  Eagles,  each  to  lie  of  the  value  of 
five  dollars,  and  to  contain  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  grains  and  six  eighths  of  a  grain  of  pure,  <* 
one  hundred  and  ihirty-fiye  grams  of  a" — ' — * 
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■oU ;  Qjiarter  B^es,  eaeli  to  beof  die  ralneof  two 
oollan  and  ■  ball  doUar,  and  to  contain  sixty-one 
graJDB  and  seren  eighths  of  a  min  of  pare, 
aixty-«eren  gnaoa  and  four  eighths  of  a  grain 
atandard  gold ;  Dolkn  or  Uniu.  each  (o  be  of  the 
value  of  a  Spanish  milled  dol^,  as  the  mn 
now  current,  aai  to  eontain  three  hundred  and 
■erenty-one  gnins  and  four  sixieenth  paits  of  a 
grain  of  pure,  or  fonr  hondred  and  sixteen  grains 
of  standard  silver ;  Half  Dollars,  each  to  be  of  half 
the  value  of  the  dollar  or  unit,  and  to  coatain  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five  grains  and  ten  sixteenth 
parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  sr  two  hundred  and  dgbt 
grains  ot  standard  silver;  Q,aarter  Dollar^  each 
to  be  of  one  fourth  the  value  of  the  dollar  or  nnit, 
and  to  coBtain  ninety-two  grains  and  tbirteen  slx- 
teeath  parts  of  a  gram  of  poxe,  or  one  hundred  and 
four  grains  of  standard  saver;  Dimes,  each  I 
of  the  value  of  one  tenth  of  a  dollar  or  unit,  and 
to  contain  thirty-seven  grains  and  two  sixieeolh 
parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  forty-one  grains  and 
three  fifth  parts  of  agToin  of  standard  silver;  Half 
Dimes,  eacn  to  be  ol  the  value  of  one  tw^itieth 
of  a  dollar,  and  to  contain  eighteen  grains  and 
nine  sixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  twenty 
grains  and  four  fi^h  parts  of  a  grain  of  standard 
wlver;  Cents,  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  the  one 
hundredlb  peut  of  a  dollar,  and  to  contain  eleven 
pennyweights  of  copper ;  Half  Cents,  each  to  be 
of  the  valueofhalf  a  cent,  and  to  contain  five  pen- 
nyweights and  half  a  pennyweight  of  copper. 

Sec.  id.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  upon 
the  said  coins  respectively  there  shall  be  the  fol- 
lowinc  devices  and  legends,  namely :  Upon  one 
side  of  each  of  the  said  coins  there  shall  be  an  im- 
pression embleraatic  of  Liberty,  with  an  inscrip- 
tion of  the  word  Liberty,and  the  year  of  the  coin- 
age ;  and  upon  the  reverse  of  each  of  the  gold  and 
aUvei  coins  there  shall  be  the  figure  or  representa- 
tion cf  an  eagle,  with  this  inscription,  United 
Slates  of  America ;"  and  upon  the  reverse  of  each 
of  the  copper  coins,  there  shall  be  an  inscription 
which  shall  express  the  denomination  of  the  piece, 
namely,  cent  or  half  cent,  as  the  case  may  re- 
Sec.  11.  And  bt  U/urOter  enacted^  That  the 
proportional  value  of  gold  to  silver,  w  all  coins 
which  shall  by  law  be  current  as  money  within 
the  United  States,  shall  be  as  fifteen  to  one,  ac- 
eotding  to  quantity  in  weight  of  pure  gidd  or  pure 
diver ;  that  is  to  sav,  every  fifteen  pounds  weight 
of  pure  silver  shall  be  of  eaual  value  in  all  pay- 
ments with  one  pound  weight  of  pure  gold,  and 
ao  in  proportion  as  to  any  greater  or  less  quantities' 
of  the  respective  metals. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  JwVier  enacted^  That  the 
standard  for  all  gold  coins  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  eleven  parts  fine,  to  one  part  alloy;  and, 
accordingly,  that  eleven  parts  in  twelve  of  the  en- 
tire wei^t  of  each  of  the  said  cobs  shall  consist 
of  pure  gold,  and  the  remaining  one  twelfth  part 
of  alloy ;  and  the  said  alloy  shall  be  composed  of 
silver  and  copper,  in  such  proportions,  not  exceed- 
ing one  half  silver,  as  shall  m  found  convenient, 
to  be  regulated  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  the 
time  being,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
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of  the  United  States,  until  furtbsr  provision  shall 
be  made  by  law.  And  to  the  end  that  the  necessary 
information  may  be  had  in  order  to  the  making  ot 
lucb  further  provision,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  at  the  expiration  or  a  year 
after  commencing  the  operations  of  the  said  Mint, 
to  report  to  Congress  the  practice  thereof  during 
the  said  year,  touching  tne  composition  of  the 
alloy  of  the  said  gold  coins,  the  reasons  for  such 
practice,  and  the  experiments  and  observations 
which  shall  have  been  made  concerning  the  effects 
of  different  proportions  of  silver  and  copper  in  the 
said  alloy. 

Sec.  13.  Ami  be  it  fiarther  enacted,  That  t^e 
standard  for  all  silver  coins  of  the  United  Slates, 
shaU  be  one  Aoosand  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  parts  fine,  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
parts  alloy;  and  accordingly,  that  one  thousand 
four  buniked  and  eighty-five  parts  in  one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  sixty-four  parts  of  the  entire 
weight  of  each  of  the  said  coins,  shall  consist  of 
pure  silver,  and  tbe  remaining  one  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  parts  of  alloy,  which  alloy  sball  be 
wholly  of  copper. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  U  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  bring  to  the 
said  Mint  gold  and  silver  bullion,  in  order  to  their 
being  coined;  and  that  the  bullion  so  brought 
shalfbe  there  assayed  and  coined  as  speedily  as 
may  be  after  the  receipt  thereof,  and  that  free  of 
expense  to  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  (he 
same  shall  have  been  brought  And  ai  soon  as  the 
said  bullion  shall  have  been  coined,  the  person  or 
persons  bv  whom  tbe  same  shall  have  been  deliv- 
ered shall,  upon  demand,  receive  in  lieu  thereof 
coins  of  tbe  same  species  of  bullion  which  shall 
have  been  so  delivered,  weight  for  weight,  of  the 
pure  gold  or  pure  silver  therein  contained:  Pro- 
vid«i,neoertkdet».  That  it  shall  be  at  the  mutual 
option  of  the  party  or  patties  brinsing  Mch  bullion, 
and  of  the  E>vector  M  tbe  said  Mint,  to  make  an 
immediate  exchange  of  coins  for  standard  bullion, 
with  a  deduction  cd  one  half  per  cent,  from  the 
weight  of  the  pure  gold  or  pure  nlver  contained 
in  the  said  bullion,  as  an  indemnification  to  the 
Mint  for  the  time  which  will  necessarily  be  re- 
quired for  coining  the  said  bullion,  and  for  tbe  ad- 
vance wbicb  sh^  have  been  so  made  in  coins. 
And  it  shall  be  tbe  duty  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  fbrnish  the  said  Mint  from  time  to 
time,  whenever  the  state  of  tbe  Treasury  will 
admit  thereof^  with  such  sums  as  mav  be  nece»- 
sary  for  effecting  the  said  exchanges,  to  be  replaced 
as  speedily  as  may  be,  out  of  the  coins  which  shall 
have  been  made  <M  the  bullion  for  which  the  mo- 
neys so  furnished  shall  have  been  exchanged ;  and 
the  nid  deduction  of  one  half  pet  cent,  shall  con- 
stitute a  foad  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  said  Hint. 

Sbc.  15.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  tbe 
bullion  which  shall  be  brought  as  aforesaid  to  the 
Mint  to  be  coined,  shall  be  coined,  and  the  e^niva- 
lent  thereof  in  coins  rendered^  if  demanded,  m  the 
order  in  which  the  said  bullion  shall  have  been 
brought  or  delivered,  giving  priority  according  to 
prioniy  of  delivery  only,  and  without  preference 
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to  anv  pmoD  <n  petacas ;  aad  if  any  pnfeienec 
■hall  be  giren,  cootraiy  to  ike  directioii  aforesaitL 
lh«  i>fficer  by  whom  such  oadiu  preference  ^aII 
be  giTen  shall  in  each  case  forfeit'  and  pay  one 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  recorei«d  wiib  costs  of  suit. 
And  to  (he  end  that  it  may  be  known  if  such  pre- 
ference shall  at  any  time  be  ^iven,  the  Auaj'er  oi 
officer  to  whom  the  said  bullion  shall  be  deUvered 
to  be  coined,  shall  gire  to  the  person  or  persons 
brin^in^  the  same,  a  memorandum  in  writing, 
mder  his  huid,  denoting  the  weight,  fineness,  ai^ 
value  thereof,  together  with  the  nay  and  OTder  of 
its  delivery  into  the  Mint. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  all  the 
gold  and  silver  coins  which  shall  have  been  struck 
at,  and  issued  from  the  said  Mint,  shall  be  a  lawful 
tender  in  all  payments  whatsoever;  those  of  full 
weight  according  to  the  respective  values  herein 
before  declared,  and  those  ot  less  than  full  wei^l 
at  values  proportitmal  to  their  respective  weight*. 

Sac.  17.  Jn(Jbett./unAerfliac<ec(,Thalitahall 
be  the  duty  of  the  respective  officers  of  the  said 
Uint,  carefully  and  faithfully  to  use  theii  best  ett- 
deavors  that  all  the  gold  and  silver  coins  which 
shall  be  struck  at  the  said  Mint  shall  be,as nearly 
as  may  be,  confonnable  to  the  several  standards 
and  weights  aforesaid,  and  that  the  copper  whereof 
the  cents  and  half  cents  aforesaid  may  be  com- 
posed, shall  be  of  good  quality. 

Sic. IS.  And thebettertoseeureadueconfonft- 
ity  of  the  said  gold  and  silver  coins  to  their  re- 
^ective  standards,  Bt  it  fiirihtr  ouuied.  That 
nom  every  separate  mass  of  standard  gold  or  sil- 
ver, which  shall  be  made  into  coins  at  the  said 
Mint,  there  shall  be  taken,  set  apart  by  the  Trea- 
surer, and  reserved  in  bis  custody,  a  certain  num- 
ber of  pieces,  not  less  than  three ;  and  that  once 
in  every  year  the  pieces  so  set  apart  and  reserved 
shall  be  assayeiL  under  the  inspection  of  the  Chief 
Justice  of  die  United  States,  the  Seoreian'  ai^ 
Comptroller  of  the  Tieasurv,  the  Secretary  for  the 
Departmoit  of  State,  and  the  Attmmey  Qeneiai  of 
the  United  States,  (who  are  hereby  required  to 
attend  for  that  purpose  at  the  said  Mitkt,  on  the 
last  Monday  in  July  in  each  year,)  or  under  the 
inspeotion  of  any  ttiree  of  them,  in  such  manner 
as  they  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  direct,  and  in 
the  pretence  oi^tiie  Director.  Assayer,  and  Chief 
Coiner  of  the  said  Mint ;  and  if  it  shall  be  fonnd 
that  the  gold  and  silver  so  assayed  shall  not  be 
infmor  to  their  respective  standards  herein  before 
declared  more  than  one  part  in  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  parts,  the  officer  or  officen  of  the  said 
Uint  whom  it  may  concern  shall  be  held  excusa- 
ble, but  if  any  greater  inferiority  shall  appear,  it 
riiall  be  ceriifi^  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  said  officer  or  officers  shall  be 
deemed  disqualified  to  hold  their  respective  offices. 

Skc  19.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  if  anv 
of  the  gold  or  silver  coins  which  shall  be  struck 
or  coined  at  the  said  Mint,  shall  be  debased  or 
made  worse,  as  to  the  proportion  of  fine  gold  or 
fine  silver  therein  contained,  or  shall  be  of  less 
weight  or  value  than  the  same  ought  to  be,  pursu- 
ant to  ^e  directions  of  this  act,  through  the  de- 
fault or  with  the  connivance  of  any  of  the  officers 


or  perMNU  tAa  ^>U  be  employeA  at  Ike  anl 

Mint,  for  the  puroose  of  pnfit  or  g*ia,  at  Mfca- 

wise  with  a  fnuaal«it  intent,  and  if  uty  of  the 

said  officers  or  penons  shaU  embexzle  any  of  the 

metals  which  shall  at  any  time  be  a  ---    ■ 

their  chai^  ibr  the  puipoie  of  b  ' 

any  of  the  coins  which  sWl  be  «i 

at  the  said  Mint,  every  such  officer  or  jp 

shall  commit  any  or  eithra  of  the  lud  < 

shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  fielony,  and  shall  ai 

death. 

Sno.30.  And  be  itfinr^m-  eauieted,  Thai  ib 
money  of  scaoaBl  of  the  UnUed  States  shall  be  ea- 
pressed  in  doUaxs  ot  units,  dimes  or  tentha,  ccau 
or  hundredths,  and  mills  or  thousandths  ;  a  Aai 
being  the  tenth  part  of  a  dollar,  a  ocnt  the  ka^ 
dredth  part  of  a  dollar,  a  mill  the  thonaaadth  part 
of  a  dcJlar;  and  that  all  oceooiUa  in  the  pobUe 
offices,  and  all  proeeedinga  in  the  Co«rts  of  tke 
United  States  shall  be  kept  and  hod  in  coaCDnnity 
to  thie  regulation. 

Approved,  Ap*iL3, 179a. 


An  Act  sn^lamentaiy  to  the  act  lor  the  e 

and  support  of  li^tjionaes,  beaeoni,  ttooTB,  and  p<A- 

lie  pisn. 

Be  it  trtacUd,  f  c,  That  all  expenses  whi^ 
shall  accrue  friHU  the  first  day  of  July  next,  in- 
clusively, for  the  necessary  support,  tatuntenoi^ 
and  repairs  of  oil  lizht-houses,  beacons,  buoyi,  the 
stakeage  of  chann^  on  the  sea-coast,  and  public 
piers,  shall  continue  to  be  defrayed  by  the  United 
States,  until  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine ty-thiee,  notwith- 
standing such  light-houses,  beacons,  or  public  pien, 
with  the  lands  and  tenements  thereunto  belonging, 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  shall  not  in  the 
mean  time  be  ceded  to  or  vested  in  the  United 
States  by  the  State  <»  States  respectively  in  which 
the  same  may  be,  and  that  the  said  time  be  Aw- 
ther  allowed  to  the  States  respectively  to  nuke 
such  cession. 

Sec.  2.  Andhe  it  JurOier  enacted,  That  the  3e- 
etetary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  caoae  to 
be  provided,  erected,  and  placed,  a  floating  beacon, 
and  as  many  buoys  as  may  be  necessaxy  for  the 
security  of  navigation,  at  and  near  the  entrance 
of  the  harbor  of  CharlesCOD,  in  the  State  of  Sooth 
Carolina ;  and  also,  to  have  affiled  three  fifting 
beacons  in  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake — one  at  the 
north  end  of  WiUoughby's  Spit,  another  at  the 
tail  of  the  Horse  Shoe,  and  the  third  on  the  shoal- 
est  place  of  the  Middle  Ground. 

Approved,  April  12,  1792. 

An  Act  to  erect  a  light-hnnss  on  Honiatik  Point,  ■ 
the  State  of  New  Voik. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  as  soon  as  the  iurisdio- 
ti(Hi  of  such  land  on  Montauk  PoinL  in  tne  State 
of  New  York,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  deem  sufficient  and  most  proper  for  the  ooo- 
venienceandaccommodationofaiii^t-house,  shall 
have  been  ceded  to  the  United  States,  it  ^«ll  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pro- 
vide, by  contract,  which  shall  be  appwed  by  the 
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PrflaidiMiaf  the  Uoited  SMteiL  &a  b«iUMga%ht- 
hQUK  thereon,  and  for  furmisliiDg  the  same  with 
all  neoessary  supplies,  aad  also  to  agiee  ibr  the 
ulariea  or  yi&gts  of  the  person  oi  persons  who 
may  be  ^pointed  by  the  President  for  the  super- 
iDteMdence  and  care  of  the  same ;  and  the  Preaidenl 
ishetehyauthorizediomakethesaidappoiatmeuts; 
that  the  number  and  dispoiition  of  the  lights  in 
said  light-house  shall  be  such  as  may  tend  to  di»- 
tinguish  it  from  others,  and,  as  ikr  as  la  pncticabla, 
prerent  mistakes. 

Approved,  April  12, 1792. 

An  Aet  fbr  uotvtdniDg  the  bounds  Of  ■  tract  of  land 
pnidiaMd  tij  John  Cbres  Bjinnie>' 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized,  at 
the  request  of  John  Cleves  Symtnes,  or  his  agent 
or  agents,  to  alter  the  contract  made  between 
the  late  Board  of  Treasury  and  the  said  John 
Cleres  Symmes  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  of 
one  million  of  acres,  in  such  manner  that  the  said 
tract  may  extend  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great 
Miami  to  the  mouth  of  the  Litcte  Miami,  and  be 
bounded  by  the  river  Ohio  on  the  soutk  by  the 
Great  Miami  on  the  west,  by  the  Little  Miami  on 
the  east,  and  by  a  parallel  oflatitude  on  the  north, 
extending  from  the  Great  Miami  to  the  Little 
Miami,  so  a«  to  comprehend  the  proposed  quantity 
of  one  million  of  acres ;  Provided,  That  the  north- 
ern limits  at  the  said  tract  shall  not  interfere  with 
the  boundary-line  established  by  the  treaty  of  Fort 
Harmar,  between  the  United  States  and  the  In- 
dian nations:  And  promded,  also,  That  the  Pre- 
sideat  reserve  to  the  United  States  such  landr  -* 
aod  near  Fort  Washington  as  he  may  think 
cessary  for  the  acconunodation  of  a  garrison  at 
that  fort. 

Approved,  April  12, 1792. 


of  the  Senate  and  House  of  BepraasntaliTef  in 

grew. 

Be  U  enaOed,  fc„  That,  from  and  afler  the  ter- 
mination of  the  present  session  <£  Congress,  the 
Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  each  be  allowed  a  salary  of  fii 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  in  full  comoensation 
for  their  services  in  the  said  offices;  ana  that  the 
Assistant  Doorkeeper  to  each  House  shall  be  al- 
lowed, in  full  compeosatioQ  for  all  his  services,  the 
sum  of  foar  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Doorkeepen 
to  do  the  usual  services  pertaiuiOK'toiheit  respect- 
ive offices  during  the  session  of  Congress,  and,  in 
the  recess,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, to  take  care  of  the  apartments  occupied  by 
the  respective  Houses,  and  provide  fuel  and  other 
accommodations  for  their  subsequent  session ;  and 
the  said  compensation  shall  be  certified  and  paid 
in  like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  other 
officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reptesent- 

Approved,  April  12, 1792. 


_  .  it  oMcted,  ^  That,  from  and  after  the 
paiaing  of  this  aet,  the  Oucviit  Oonrta  in  Ae  dia- 
iricu  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  shall  be  held 
as  folkms,  to  wit:  la  the  dL-trict  of  North  Ctro- 
lina,  on  the  first  day  of  Jqdc  and  the  thirtieth  dar 
of  Nomober,  at  Newbera,  in  the  preseni  and  eaoli 
sBcoeetbng  year ;  and  all  writs  and  reconizaiira 
returnable,  and  suit*  and  other  pcoceedinga  that 
w«r«  oontumed  to  the  Gireuit  €>oiirt  for  the  dis- 
trict of  North  Car^ina  on  the  eighteenth  day  of 
June  next,  shall  now  ba  retwned  and  held  con- 
tiaaed  to  tha  same  Cotut  oa  the  first  day  of  June 
In  the  district  of  Georgia,  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  dayofApril.at  Savannahiimd  on  the  ei^th 
day  of  November,  at  Augusta,  in  the  preaent  aikd 
each  soeoeediag  year,  except  when  a&y  of  those 
days  shall  happen  on  Sunday,  in  which  case,  th« 
Court  shall  be  held  on  the  Monday  following. 

:c.3.  A«d  be Ufitrther mact^  Thatthesea- 
sions  of  the  Circuit  Courts  in  the  Eastern  Circuit 
afa^  in  the  pMssni  and  every  asreceadiBg  jtxc, 
commenee  at  the  tiaae*  to&omog,  that  is  to  say : 
In  New  York  dtsttict  oa  the  «th  dayof  April 
aod  the  fifA  day  of  September ;  in  Cinaee^eut 
district,  on  the  twenty-^h  day  of  April  and  the 
tweaty-fifth  day  itf  Septenber ;  in  hiassaehuMttts 
diatoict,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May  and  twelfth 
day  fk  October;  in  New  mnapshite  disttiet,  on 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  May  and  Ute  twentj- 
foiirth  dav  of  Oetober;  and  io  Rhode  Isluid  dis- 
triet,  on  the  seventh  day  of  June  and  the  MVenth 
day  of  November,  except  when  any  of  those  days 
shall  haf^ien  on  a  Suitday,  and  then  the  session 
shall  comcoence  on  the  itext  day  following.  And 
the  sessions  of  the  Circuit  Court  shall  be  held  in 
the  district  of  Vi^inia,  at  the  city  of  Richmond 
only :  in  New  Hampshire  district,  at  Portsmouth 
and  Exeter  alternately,  buioaing  at  the  first ;  in 
Massachusetts  district,  at  Boston;  in  Rhode  IsMnd 
district,  at  Newport  and  Providence  alternately, 
begianiRg  at  the  fint ;  in  Cmineatieiit  district^  at 
Hartford  and  New  Haven  ahemately,  b^inmng 
at  the  last}  and  in  New  Yoik  district,  at  the  city 
of  New  York  only. 

Sic.  a  And  be  it  JvHher  enacted,  ttal,  at  eAch 
session  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United  States, 
or  as  soon  after  as  may  be,  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  attending  at  such  session  shall,  in 
writing,  subscribed  with  their  oameSj  (which  writ- 
ing shall  be  lodgad  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  safely  kept  in  his  office,)  assign  to  the 
said  Judges,  re^Mctively,  the  circuits  which  they 
are  to  attend  at  the  ensuisg  sessions  of  the  Circuit 
Courts ;  which  assignment  ^all  be  made  in  such 
manner  that  no  Judge,  unless  by  his  own  con-' 
sent,  shall  have  assigned  to  him  any  circuit  which 
he  has  already  attended,  until  the  same  has  been 
afterwards  attended  by  every  otiier  of  the  said 
Judges :  Provided,  cdioayt,  I'hat  if  the  public  ser- 
vice or  the  conv«iience  of  the  Judges  shall  at  any 
time,  in  their  opinion,  require  a  diflerenl  arrange- 
ment, the  same  may  take  place,  with  the  consent 
of  any  four  of  the  Jadgeaof  die  Supreme  Court. 
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Seo.  4.  And  be  it  Jwtker  enai^ed,   That  the 
District  Court  for  the  district  of  Mtine,  which, 


the  first  Tuesday  of  June,  annually,  at  Fortland, 
diall,  from  and  aiter  the  peasing  of  this  act,  be 
hoMen  on  the  third  Tuesday  ot  June,  annually, 
anything  in  the  act  aforesaid  to  the  contrary  not- 
withEtaudinc ;  and  all  writs  and  tecognizances  re- 
turnable, ana  suits  and  other  proceedings  that  were 
CDUtinued  to  the  District  Court  for  the  district  of 
Maine  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  June  next,  shall  now 
be  retarnahle  and  held  continued  to  the  same  Court 
on  the  third  Tueeday  of  June  nest. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaeUd,  That  the 
suted  District  Courts  for  the  district  of  North 
Carolina  ihalL  in  future,  be  held  at  the  towns  of 
Newbem,  Wilmington,  and  Edenton,  in  rotation, 


An  Act  to  compeanta  the  Cwpontion  of  Titutee*  of 
iba  Public  Gnmniar  School  and  Aeubm;  of  Wil- 
mington,  in  tbf  Stale  of  Delanaie,  for  the  occupation 
ot,  uid  daauae*  done  (a,  the  raid  achotd  daring  the 

Be  it  enacted^  fa.  That,  as  an  indemnification  to 
the  Corporation  of  Trusteea  of  the  Public  Gram- 
mar School  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the 
State  of  Delaware,  for  the  use  and  occupation  of 
the  said  school,  and  the  damages  done  to  the  same 
by  the  troops  of  the  United  Slates,  during  thelaie 
war,  there  be  granted  to  the  said  Corporatii 
Trustees  a  reasonable  compensation,  payabli  .... 
Of  any  unappropriated  money  in  the  Treaaury  of 
die  United  States,  which  compensaticm  shaft  be 
ascertained  by  the  accounting  cheers  of  the  Trea- 

Approred,  April  13, 1792. 

luanatkin. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  a^er  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  aereu  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  composed  of  members  elected  agreeably  to  a 
ratio  01  one  member  for  every  thirty-three  thou- 
sand persons  in  each  Stale,  computed  according 
to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  that  is 
(o  say :  Within  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  four; 
within  theStale  of  Massachusetts,  fourteen;  with- 
in the  State  of  Vermont,  two;  within  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  two;  within  the  State  of  Coa- 
necticut,  seven ;  within  the  State  of  New  York, 
leu ;  within  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  five ;  within 
the  State  of  PenniylTania,  thirteen;  within  the 
State  of  Delaware,  one;  within  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland, eight;  within  the  State  of  Virginia,  nine- 
teen ;  within  the  State  of  Kentucky^  two ;  within 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  ten ;  within  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  sis ;  and  within  the  State  of 
Oeoigia,  two  members. 

Approved,  April  14, 1792. 


Aik  Act  '"■""W.g  Ci»«ab  and  Vice  ConaMla. 
For  carrying  into  full  effect  the  Conrention  be- 
tween the  King  of  the  French  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  entered  into  for  the  pnrpOK 
of  defining  and  establishing  the  fiuictions  and 
privileges  of  their  respective  CdhshIs  and  Vice 
Consuls — 

Be  it  eruxcted,  fc-  That  where,  in  the  aeraitk 
article  of  the  sala  Convention,  it  is  agreed  tiaX, 
when  there  shall  be  no  Consul  or  Vice  Ccmsnl  of 
the  King  of  the  French,  to  attend  to  the  ssring  d 
the  wreck  of  anv  French  vesseb  stranded  on  tbt 
coasts  of  the  United  States,  or  that  the  residenoe 
of  the  said  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  (he  not  being 
at  the  place  of  the  wreck)  shall  be  more  distaat 
from  the  said  place  than  that  of  the  comtmeal 
Judge  of  the  country,  the  latter  shall  imme£alelr 
proceed  to  perform  the  office  therein  prescribedi 
the  District  Judse  of  the  United  States  ol  ibe 
district  in  which  the  wreck  shall  hajraeD,  shaU 
proceed  tberein  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  suA 
article;  and,  in  such  cases,  it  shall  be  the  dutj^  of 
the  officers  of  the  customs  within  whuae  district! 
such  wrecks  shall  happen,  to  sive  notice  thereat 
as  soon  as  may  be,  to  the  said  Judge,  and  to  vi 
and  assist  him  to  perform  the  duties  hereby  as- 
signed to  him.  The  District  Judges  of  the  Uniod 
Stales  shall  also,  within  their  respective  disirkii, 
be  the  competent  judges  for  the  purposes  expren- 
ed  in  the  nmth  article  of  the  said  CoBventioo; 
and  it  shall  be  incumbent  on  them  to  give  aid  10 
the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  of  the  B^ng  of  the 
French,  in  arresting  and  securing  deserters  frtm 
vessels  of  the  French  nation,  according  to  the 
tenor  SC  the  said  article.  And  wh^re,  by  anr  aili- 
cle  of  the  said  Convention,  the  Consuls  and  Vic« 
Consols  of  the  King  of  the  French  are  entitled  u 
the  aid  of  the  competent  exeeuuve  pfficers  of  the 
country,  in  the  execution  of  any  precept,  theMar- 
shab  of^the  United  Stales  and  tneir  deputies  shall, 
withm  their  respective  districts,  be  the  compe- 
tent officers,  and  shall  ^ive  their  aid  according  to 
the  tenor  of  the  stipulations.  And  whenever  com- 
mitments to  the  jails  of  the  country  shall  become 
necessary,  in  pursuance  of  any  stipulation  of  the 
said  Convention,  they  shall  be  to  such  jails  wi^ 
in  the  respective  Districts  as  other  comntitiaeiits 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  are,  by 
law,  made. 

And  for  the  direction  of  the  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls  of  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases — 

Sec. 8.  Beit  enacted  by  the  authority  a/brmid. 
That  they  shall  have  right,  in  the  ports  or  places  to 
which  they  are  or  may  be  severally  ap^nted.  o(re- 
ceiving  the  protests  or  declarations wnich  sncu  cap- 
tains, masters,  crews,  passengers,  and  merchant* 
as  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  may  respect- 
ively choose  to  make  there ;  and  also  such  as  any 
foreigner  may  choose  to  make  before  them  rela- 
tive to  the  personal  interest  of  any  citizens  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  copies  of  the  said  act% 
duly  authenticated  by  the  said  Consuls  or  Vice 
Consuls,  under  the  seal  of  their  consulates,  re- 
spectively, shall  receive  faith  in  law  equally  as 
their  originals  would  in  all  Courts  in  the  United 
States.    It  shall  be  their  duty,  what  the  laws  of 
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the  coontr;  peimit.  to  take  possesuon  of  ibe  per 
Bonal  estate  left  bj  taj  citizea  of  the  United 
States,  other  th&n  seamen  belonging  to  any  ahip 
or  resiel,  who  shall  die  witiiin  theii  ConauUte, 
laaving  there  no  ie^  repreaentative,  parmer  in 
trade,  or  tnutee  by  bim  appointed  to  take  care  of 
lus  efieots ;  ther  shall  inrentory  the  sama  with 
the  assistance  of  two  inercluuita  of  the  United 
States,  or,  for  want  of  them,  of  any  others,  at  their 
choice ;  shall  caUect  the  debts  due  to  the  deceased 
in  the  country  where  he  died,  and  pay  the  debts 
doe  tiom  his  estate  which  he  anall  have  there  con- 
tncted ;  shall  sdl  at  ancticm,  aAer  reasonable  pub- 
lic tiolioe,suohpatlortheesiaten  shall beofape- 
riahablfl  natnre,  and  soch  fiuiher  part,  if  any,  as 
shall  be  n«ce«^UT  for  the  payment  of  his  deMs, 
and,  at  the  expiration  of  oae  year  from  his  deceue, 
the  rendne ;  and  the  balance  o(  the  estate  they 
shall  transmit  to  the  Tieasury  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  holden  in  trust  for  the  legal  claimants ;  buL 
if,  at  any  time  before  such  transmisnon,  the  legal 
represenlatire  of  tha  deceased  shall  appear  and 
draiand  his  effects  in  their  hands,  they  shall  de- 
lirer  them  ni^  being  paid  their  fees,  and  shall  cease 
dieii  proceedii^.  For  the  information  of  the  re- 
presentatiye  of  the  deceased,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consoi  aothorized  to  pro- 
ceed, as  aforesaid,  in  the  settlement  of  his  estate, 
immediately  to  notify  his  death  in  one  of  the  ga- 
zertlea  published  in  Ae  Consulate,  and  also  to  the 


and  Ike  shall  also,  as  socm  as  may  be, _ 

the  Secretary  of  Stale  an  invenKwy  of  the  effects 
of  the  deceased,  taken  as  before  directed. 

Sbo.  3.  AndleUfitrtheratacied,  Tbalthesaid 
Coosnls  and  Vice  Consols,  in  cases  where  ships 
or  Tcssels  of  the  United  States  shall  be  slmnded 
OD  the  coasts  of  their  Consulate^  respeetivelv,  shall, 
as  fiur  as  the  laws  of  the  countt?  will  permit,  take 
proper  measures  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  saring 
the  Mid  ships  or  vessels,  their  cargoes,  and  atrfmr- 
tenances,  as  for  storing  and  securing  the  effects 
and  merchandise  safe^and  for  taking  an  inTCntory 
or  inrentories  thereof;  and  the  mnehandise  and 
effects  saTed,  with  the  inrentory  or  inrentories 
thereof,  taken  as  aforesaid,  shall,  after  deducting 
therefrom  the  ez^nse,  be  delivered  to  the  owner 
or  owners:  Ptlmded,  That  do  Consoi  or  Vice 
Consul  shall  hare  authority  to  take  possession  of 
any  soeh  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  other  pro- 
perty, when  the  master,  owner,  or  emsignee  diere- 
of  is  present  or  capable  of  takmg  possession  of  the 
same. 

Sec.  4.  Andbe  iifyrther  enacttd,  That  it  shaU 
and  may  be  lawfiu  for  erery  Consul  and  Vice 
Consul  of  the  United  Stales  to  take  and  receive 
the  following  fees  of  office  for  the  Services  which 
h(  shall  have  performed :  For  authenticating  im- 
der  the  Consutar  seal  everjr  protest,  declaration, 
depoEiiion,  or  other  act,  which  such  captains,  ma^ 
ters,  mariners,  seamen,  passengers,  merchants,  or 
others,  as  are  citizens  of  the  United  Suies,  may 
respectively  choose  to  make,  the  sum  of  two  dot 
iars;  for  the  taking  into  posaessiou,  inveatorying, 
selling  and  fli»lly  settling  and  paying,  or  traasmit- 


ting  as  aforesaid,  the  balance  due  on  die  personal 
estate  left  by  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  who 
shall  die  within  the  limits  of  hb  Consulate,  Are 
per  centum  on  the  gross  amount  of  such  estate ; 
for  taking  into  possession  and  otherwise  proceed- 
ing  on  any  such  estate  which  ^lall  be  delivered 
over  to  the  I^al  representative  before  a  final  set- 
tlement of  the  same,  as  b  hereinbefore  directed, 
two-and-a-half  per  centum  on  soch  part  delivered 
over  as  shall  not  be  in  money,  and  five  per  centum 
on  the  gross  amount  of  the  residue.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  c^ 
the  United  States  to  give  receipts  for  all  fees 
which  they  shall  receive  hj  virtue  of  this  act,  ex- 
pressing  the  particular  services  for  which  they  are 
paid. 

Seo.  5.  J^6ei:(.;W(Aer«tiac(e(f,  That,incase 
it  be  found  necessary  fm  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  that  a  CodsdI  or  Coosols  be  amwinted  to 
reside  on  the  eoaat  of  Barbery,  the  President  be 
authorized  to  allow  an  annual  salary,  not  exceed- 
ing two  thousand  dollars  to  each  pemen  so  to  be 
appointed:  Prooided,  That  such  salary  be  not  al- 
lowed to  more  than  one  Consiil  for  any  one  of  the 
Btates  on  the  said  coast. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  jiirtha-  enacted,  That  every 
Consul  and  Vice  Consul  shall,  before  they  enter 
on  the  execution  of  their  trusts,  or  if  already  in 
the  execution  of  the  samcL  within  one  year  trom 
the  passing  oi  this  act,  or  if  resident  in  Asia,  with- 
in two  years,  sive  boad,  with  such  sureties  as  shall 
be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  sum 
of  not  less  than  two  thousand  not  more  thao  ten 
thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  true  and  ftith- 
ftil  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  accotding 
to  law,  and  also  fen  truly  aceoonting  6m  aU  mo- 
neys, goods,  and  e&cts,  which  may  come  into  his 
poesoeion  by  virttie  of  this  act ;  and  the  said  bond 
shall  be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasary. 

Sbg.  7.  Ajid  be  it  Jitrlher  enacted,  That,  to  pre- 
vent the  mariiurs  and  seamen  emjdoyed  in  ves- 
sels belonging  to  citizens  of  the  Umted  States,  in 
eases  of  shipwreck,  sickness,  or  captivity,  from 
su&ting  in  foreign  ports,  it  shall  be  the  duty  at 
the  Counts  and  Viee  Cinsuls,  reapeetivelf ,  from 
time  to  time,  to  i«onde  for  Aem  in  the  most  rear 
Btmable  manner,  al  the  expeiise  ol  the  United 
States,  sntgeet  to  sveh  instmctioDe  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  shall  give,  and  not  exceeding  an  al- 
iowanee  of  twelve  cents  to  a  man  per  diem.  And 
all  masters  and  commanders  of  vesseb  beleoging 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  booad  to 
some  port  o(  the  same,  are  hereby  required  and 
enjoined  to  take  sneh  mariners  or  seamen  on  boasd 
of  their  ships  or  vessels,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
Consuls  or  Vice  Coasuts,  respectivdv,  and  to 
transport  them  to  the  pon  in  the  Uniieo  States  to 
which  such  ships  or  vessels  ma^  be  bound,  free  of 
costs  or  charge :  bot  that  the  said  mariners  or  sear 
men  shall,  if  able,  be  bottnd  to  do  dntyonboahl 
sDch  ships  or  veaMs.'aeeordiiig  to  their  serer^ 
alHlities :  Prvvidtd,  Thatno  master  or  captain,  of 
any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  oUiged  to  take  a  greater 
nunbet  than  two  men  to  erery  one  hundred  teoe 
btirden  of  the  mid  skip  or  vessel,  aa  any  one  roy- 


1M8 


AI9BNDI%. 


1964 


jfacr  if  CmgTff. 


Bge ;  and  if  «ny  snefa  Mptoin  or  naster  shall  re- 
fVnc  the  same,  an  the  requestor  order  of  the  Con- 
nil  or  Vice  Consul,  ancfa  captUB  or  master  shall 
foTf«it  and  pay  the  nmi  of  mirtjr  dollars  for  each 
mariner  or  seaman  so  reAised,  to  be  recorered  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United  Staws  by  tha  said  Con- 
snt  or  Vice  Consul,  in  his  own  name,  in  any  Court 
of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sic  8.  And  he  itjwthtr  enacttd,  That,  where 
a  ship  or  vessel,  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  ii  soM  in  a  foreign  port  or  tila«e,  the 
naster,  unless  the  crew  are  liable  by  their  con- 
tract, or  do  consent  to  be  discharged  there,  shall 
sMtd  them  ba«k  to  the  Btate  wh«re  they  entered 
OB  board,  or  fbmid  them  with  means  snfieient 
for  their  return,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  Consul 
er  Vice  OoBanl  <rf  the  United  Btates  having  juris- 
dieiiaa  of  the  port  or  place;  and,  in  case  of  the 
maateHs  reflisal,  Ae  said  ConBnl  or  Vice  Conxal 
Buy  (if  the  laws  of  the  hnd  permit  it)  cause  his 
ihi^  ffooda,  tai  person,  to  be  arrested  aiMl  held 
mtil  be  alull  campir  'with  his  duty  herein. 

Sae.  9.  AnibeUfmUMTtfHadeA,  That  the  spe- 
«flcation  of  oertaiu  powers  and  dnties.in  this  act, 
to  be  exercised  or  performed  by  the  Consuls  abd 
^ce  Conrals  <rf  the  United  Btates,  ^all  not  be 
cuusuned  to  the  exelnaion  of  others  resulting  from 
Ute  natora  of  their  apiraiBtments,  or  any  Treaty  or 
CoDTcatioB  under  which  Aey  may  act. 

Xf^mnA,  April  14,  1792. 


Be  it  moated,  fc,  That  a  certain  eoattMt  ez> 
inassed  in  an  indenture  executed  on  die  twenty- 
serenth  dar  of  OcMber,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
•awD  htmdrtd  and  eighty-serca,  between  Ae  then 
Board  of  Treasury  for  the  UniMd  States  of  Ame- 
rica, of  the  one  part,  and  Manasseh  Cntler  and 


Windirop  Sa^^nH,  ai 


s  far  the  Direolon  oT 


-nvBT  Bouuiweneny  m  a  pince  wnere  um 
boondaiT  Una  of  tne  fifteentli  ruin  tf  t> 
(when  laid  out  agiecably  to  the^nd  o 
fuaed  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  one 


the  Ohio  Ccnnpany  of  Assooiatea.  of  the  other  mtl 
»  far  as  the  same  reipeets  the  following  deeeribed 
(not  of  land,  that  is  tony:  Beginnnwat  a  station 
where  the  wcetern  boundary  line  of  the  seventh 
moe  of  townships  (laid  oat  by  the  rathority  of 
the  United  Statea  in  Congress  asaemUed)  inier- 
aeets  die  river  Ohio ;  thence  eeitending  along  diat 
fiver  sonthwesteriy  to  a  pbMC  where  the  weitam 
" — "''  ~"  "f  townships 
d  ordinance 

, /,  one  thootand 

\  bnndred  and  eighty^ve)  would  touch  the 
aaid  river ;  thenee  miming  northeriy  on  the  said 
wasteifi  boonds  of  the  said  fifteendi  range  ' 
ahipa,  tilt  a  bte  diavn  due  enst  to  tht 
boundary  line  of  the  said  seventh  mnge 
sji^  will  cmnprehead,  with  the  other  lines  ttf 
this  tract,  seven  handred  and  fifty  thomand  acres 
nf  land,  beaidea  the  several  lots  and  paieds  of  land 
fat  the  said  otminot  reserved  or  appti^jMiated 
partienlat  purposes;  theaee  ranniDg  east  to  i 
"westem  bomiMry  line  t&  the  said  aerendi  range 
nf  tmn^p ;  and  thenee  aloDf  the  said  line  to 
thenbeeoibctriiiiiin«,b«,andlhe«nme  is  hereby, 
-«sn£nned !  and  dwt  the  Pieaident  tnT  the  -United 


Btates  be,  and  he  bereby  is,  authenzad  ud  em- 
powered to  issue  letters  patent  in  the  Bune  aid 
under  the  seal  of  the  United  Slates,  thereby  gnB^ 


ing  and  coaveying  to  Rufus  Patnsm,  Mnnaa^h 
Cutler,  Roben  Oliver,  and  Oriffin  Oieen,  msd  to 


, ,  .n  irist  for  th«  penans 

composing  the  said  Ohio  Company  of  AaaaeiaHa. 
accordine  to  their  several  rightsmd  iMa«ts,«iJ 
for  their  heirs  and  assigns,  as  temmts  in  eowamna. 

Sbc  2.  Ani  he  Ufirdm-  matted,  That  the 
Preaident  be,  and  be  hereby  is,  farther  antberind 
and  empDweKd,*by  letters  patent  as  afovcaaid, « 
grant  and  eonvMr  to  the  said  Rufus  Pvtnav,  Mb> 
naaseh  Cutler,  Robert  Oliver,  and  Qrifiii  Oiwa, 
and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  tnut,  for  the  asfs 
above  expressed,  one  o^er  traet  of  two  hmadnd 
and  fourteen  inonsand  two  hundred  and  eiehty- 
Sveaeres<tf  land;  ProvUed,  That  the  said  Brfss 
Putnam,  Hanaaseh  Cutter,  Robert  OUrcr,  and 
Qriffin  Qreen,  or  either  of  ^ni,  shall  deliTi — 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  within  ais  nua 
wamnta  \rtiich  issued  for  Ann^  botuity  rigk* 
snffieient  for  that  jmrpose,  accordlt^r  to  the  prvn- 
sion  of  a  resolve  of  CodgresE  of  the  iweuty-tUri 
^  of  July,  one  dmunad  se*ai  huMlted  ui 
eiuty-ser^. 

8ko.  3.  A»d  be  ft  fitrtker  matted,  Tfau  ita 
President  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  tartbcr  t"  '■  "  ' 
and  empowered,  by  letters  patent  as  ai< 
grant  and  convev  to  the  said  Rnftu  Pmanm,  Hn- 
oasseh  Cbitler,  Robert  Oliver,  and  Giifia  Qum, 
and  to  dieir  heirs  and  assqins,  in  fee  rtnple,  i^ 
trust  for  the  uses  above  expressed,  a  finrthcr  qoan- 
tityofonehundred  thoosandacresof  land:  Pro- 
That  the  ood  grwat  «4 
e  shall  be  made  oa  the 
express  conditien  of  becomins  void  foe  soeh  jnrt 
thereof  as  the  said  Company  mil  not  have,  withta 
five  years  fiom  the  paasing  of  this  net,  iWMTfd 
in  fee  simple,  as  a  boimty,  and  ftee  of  emnae,  te 
tracle  of  one  hmdred  aares,  ts  each  ■■«  penna 
not  less  than  eighteen  years  ^  age,  being  an  aetoid 
settler  at  the  time  of  suoh  conveyance. 

8TC.4.  And  beiijialher enacted,  That  the  iMd 
qnantitiea  of  two  hondred  and  foorteen  tboosnad 
t¥ro  hnadied  and  eighty-five  acres,  and  of  oae 
hundred  thonsand  aovea,  shall  be*  located  withia 
the  limits  of  the  tiaet  of  one  miUimi  five  handled 
thousand  acres  of  land,  described  in  the  iadeatoie 
aAwesaid,  and  a^joinia^  to  the  tract  of  land  de- 
seribed  in  the  Arst  section  of  this  act,  and  ia  each 
form  as  the  President,  in  the  letten  patent,  Aall 
prescribe  for  that  parpMe. 

Approved,  April  21, 179S. 


Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
last  day  of  June  next,  the  duties  now  ia  foree 
upon  the  articles  hereinafter  enninemted  and 
described,  at  their  importation  into  the  United 
States,  aball  cease,  and  that  in  lien  thereof  there 
ri«ll  be  thaocafhith  hud,  Iwried,  and  eoUeeted  apoai 
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the  taid  nNMas,  at  (Mr  ttaA  importMion,  the 
■evemi  and  reapccilve  rates  or  dobei  following, 
vis: 

WineagMamelr:  HadBmLortheqiialiiroFLiOD- 
don  partionlar,  per  ealloB,  flfty-sU  eentt^  Madei- 
ra, of  the  quality  of  Loadop  maiket,  per  galloa, 
fbrtyMiiae  eents ;  other  Madein  wine,  pei  gallra, 
forty  centB;  9henry.pergaU0D,tUity-tDreeeciiti; 
SnmtLDcaT,  per  galfoB,  thirty  cents;  LisiNni,per 
galkinjtimity-AveceiMsj  Oporto,  per  gallott,  twen- 
ty-five eeatt;  Tenetiffe  and  Wyal,  per  gallm, 
twenty  cents.  All  other  wines,  forty  pet  oeMmn 
ad  Tuorem,  proridad  that  the  tunonnt  of  the  dvty 
diereapon  siwU,  in  no  cbhs,  exeead  thirty  cents  per 
gidloa. 

Bmriti,  distilled  whotty  or  chiefly  ftom  giMn : 
Of  the  flnt  olaM  of  proof,  per  callon,  twenty-«iskt 
eezrts ;  of  the  second  claas  tS  proof,  per  galKm, 
twenty ^rine  «BtB ;  of  the  third  claas  oi-pioot,  per 
gallcn,  thirty-tMM  cenn;  of  the  fourth  elaae  of 
TorooC  vex  gallon,  thirty  four  cents;  of  the  flfUi 
vproof.  per  gallon,  forty  cents;  ofthesizth 

'-      ■'p«r(«llo.,f* 

latiUed  ipiritt 
proof  and  Qndet,pergail(Hi,tweatydvecents;of  the 
third  ehss  of  iwoof  and  under,  per  gafioa,  twenty- 
eight  eeata;  MthefourtholaiBofwoofand  under, 
per  gallon,  thirty-two  cents ;  of  the  titli  elass  of 
proof  and  nnder,  per  gaUtm,  thirty-eigfat  eents;  of 
die  sixth  ctaae  of  proof  and  nnder,  pW  gaUon,  fbr- 

S'-«ix  eents.  Which  senral  eUuaee  or  duiMnina- 
cHis  of  proof  ditU  be  deemed  and  taken  to  cor- 
Tespood  with  those  Btenltoned  is  the  "act  remnl- 
.iog,  after  the  le«  day  of  Jane  n«n,  the  dutiaa  here- 
t<W)ie  kid  npon  distilled  spirits  imported  ftom 
alHoad,  and  laying  othets  in  their  stead;  and  alto 
Bpon  sjnrits  dtstilMid  within  the  United  State*  and 
tor  approuiatiiw  the'same." 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  per  mUoUi  «igi>t  oenti; 
Meet,  per  hundred  weight,  one  hondred  eenta;  nade, 
per  poond,  two  cents;  oMoa,  per  pound,  two  eents; 
chocolate,  per  ponnd,  three  cents;  playing  earde, 
per  pack,  twen^-five  cents ;  shoes  and  slippers  of 
Bilk,  twenty  cents ;  all  other  shoes  and  t^pfen  for 
a  and  womeo,  clogs  and  golo-shoes,  ten  cents] 
other  shoes  and  sUp[—  '—  ■■'" 
cents ;  on  hemp,  tot  evny 
pounds,  one  hundred  cents;  on  eaUee,  for  every 
one  hundred  and  iwelre  ponds,  one  handred  and 
eighty  cents;  on  tarred  ecndage,  tot  every  one 
hundred  andtwdvepoqndsgonehandredand  eighty 
cents ;  on  untarred  cordage  and  yarn,  for  every 
one  hnndred  and  tvrelve  pponda,  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  cents;  on  twine  and  packthread,  for 
every  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  font  him- 
dred  cents;  on  coal,  per  bushel,  fbor  and  a  half 
cents  ;  on  nits,  called  Qlauber  salts,  for  every  one 
hnndred  and  twelve  ponnds,  two  hundred  cents. 

Articles  ad  vnlorem :  China  vrares,  looking  glass, 
window  and  other  glass,  and  alt  manufactures  of 
^ass,  bbcb  quart  bottles  excepted;  muskets,  pis- 
tols, and  other  fire-arms ;  swords,  cutlasses,  huig- 
en  and  other  side  arms ;  starch ;  hair  powder ;  wa- 
fers; glue;  laees,  tines,  fringes,  tassels,  and  trim- 
mings commonly  used  by  upholsterers,  coach- 
atakera  and  laddlera,  and  papei>JiaagiagB;  painters* 


colors,  whedier  dry  or  groond  in  oil — fifteen  pa 
centum  ad  vaUwem— oast,  sht,  and  Ttdled  iron,  and, 
generally,  all  manutetnres  of  iroa,  sted,  tin,  pew- 
ter, copper;  brass,  or  of  which  either  of  these  metals 
is  the  article  of  chief  mine,  not  being  otberwioe 
particolarlv  ennnaerated.  brass  and  iron  wite  ot- 
cepted;  calMnet  wares;  leather  imned  and  tawed, 
and  all  maan&ctutesof  leather,  or  of  which  leather 
is  the  attide  of  chief  value,  not  otherwise  partiea- 
larly  enumented;  medicinal  drugs,  except  those 
comra«oly  nied  in  dying ;  hats,  ca^  and  bonnUs 
of  every  sort ;  gloves  and  mittens;  stockingi ;  mfl- 
linety  ready  inade ;  tutiflcial  flowers,  fisat&er*  and 
other  otnamuitB  tar  women's  head-dresses ;  fans : 
dolls,  dressed  and  tmdreesed;  toys;  buttons  of 
every  kind ;  carpets  and  carpeting,  mats  and  floor 
cloths;  sail  eioth;  riienthinsand  cartridge  paper; 
all  powders,  pastes,  baUs,  buttnu,  ointments,  oils, 
waters,  washes,  tinctorea,  essencM.  or  other  pre- 
parations or  compositions  eonuaonly  called  sweet 
scents,  odoTB,  perftimes,  orcosmeties;  bQ  denti- 
frice-powders,  littctates,  preparationi,  or  composi- 
tions whatsoever,  for  the  teeth  or  gums— ten  per 
centum  ad  valorem. 

Sbo.  3.  Ptuvided  alrnqf,  and  be  itfmVur  air 
acted,  That  all  artioks  whieh  are  excepted  and 
exeiDiited  flnm  duty  by  the  "act  making  forthcr 
pTOTieion  fw  the  paymeat  at  the  DcMs  of  the 
United  States,"  shall  coatinoe  to  be  m  azceUad 
and  exempted;  and  that, to  the  articles  faeretoToie 
made  free  from  duty,  the  following  shall  be  added, 
namely:  copier  in  pigsand  bars,^iis  calaminarM, 
immanufhotured  Wool,  wood,  and  sulphur. 

Ssc.  3.  And  beitfliFther  ekaaud,  That,  frtm 
and  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  in  eompothlff 
the  duly  beretolbre  hid  upon  «alt,  a  bushel  of  saG 
shdl  be  deemed  not  to  exceed  the  weight  of  fifty- 
six  Dounds  avMtdopois ;  and  as  often  as  the  actual 
:l  of  salt  shall  exceed  the  said  weiaht,  such 
'in  of  the  pre- 


salt  shall  be  chatted 
sent  rate  of  duty  mr 
'     "       !tuafw« 


the  ptoportic 

bosbel  tot  every  flft]Mi 


Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jttrlher  maeted.  That,  after 
the  Mid  last  of  June  next,  there  shall  be  laid,  le- 
vied, and  collected,  in  addition  to  the 


he  pre 
i(tu  pe 


ted  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
chotgeaue  with  a  duty  of  five  pet  ceat- 


per  eentom 
ad  valorem,  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchaa- 
dises,  not  above  enumerated  or  deseribedj  which, 
if  imported  in  ships 
are  now  chatgeah 
um  ad  valorem. 

8B0.6.  And  btitJitrtAer  enacted,  That  the 
addition  of  ten  per  centum  made  by  the  eecoad 
section  of  the  "act  making  ftirther  provision  for 
die  Debts  of  the  United  States."  to  the  tates  of  du- 
goods,  wtues  and  mercnandise,  imported  in 
r  vessels  not  of  the  United  States,  sball  eoa- 
1  foil  force  and  operatiim,  after  the  said  last 
day  of  Jnne  next,  in  relation  to  the  articles  herein 
before  enumerated  and  described. 

Sbc:  0.  And  be  it  fitrtKer  enacted,  That  alt 
drawbacks  and  aHowances  anthortzed  by  the  act 
aforesaid,  which  have  not  been  heretofore  abolished 
or  changed,  shall  continue  to  operate,  as  in  the 
said  act  prescribed  in  relation  to  the  several  dities 
which  shall  become  payaUeby  virtue  of  this  aet; 
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uid  tb*t,  in  addition  thereto,  iheie  Bhall  be  idloired' 
and  paid  upon  jvorisious  salted  within  the  United 
States,  except  upon  dried  fish,  upon  the  exporta- 
tion thereof  lo  any  foreign  port  or  place,  as  followi, 
to  wit;  On  pickled  fish,  at  the  rate  of  eight  cents 
pel  barrel,  and  on  other  prOTisioiis  at  the  rate  of 
fire  cents  per  barrel;  ana  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  there  shall  be  an  addition  of 
twenty  per  centum  to  the  allowances,  respecttTelv 
gntnted  to  ships  or  vessels  em^doyed  in  the  Bank 
or  other  cod-fisheries,  and  in  the.  terms  jHvvided 
by  an  act,  entitled  '^An  act  concerning  certain 
fiihenes  of  the  United  States,  and  iot  the  regula- 
tion and  goremment  of  the  fishermen  employed 
therein,"  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  said 


Bbc.  7.  knd  be  it  Jwrthar  enacted.  That  all  du- 
ties, drawbacks,  and  allowances,  which,  by  virtue 
ofthis  act,  shall  be  payable  or  allowable  on  any 
specific  quantity  of  goods,  wares,  and  meivhan- 
diH,  shall  be  deemed  to  apply,  in  proportion,  to 
any  quantity  more  or  less  than  such  spwific  quan- 
tity. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  term 
of  credit  for  the  paymeM  of  duties  on  salt  shall  be 
nine  months,  and  on  all  articles,  the  produce  of 
the  West  Indies,  idt  excepted,  woere  the  amount 
of  the  duty  to  be  paid  by  one  person  or  co-part- 
iwrahip  ahall  exceed  fifty  doUars,  shall  be  four 
montns,  and  that  the  duties  on  all  other  articles, 
except  wines  and  teas,  which  shall  be  importea 
after  the  last  day  (^  June  next,  shall  be  payable, 


O  twdve 


quarter  in  IwdTe'oalendar  months,  fiom  the  time 
of  each  respective  importation. 

Bbc.  9.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  act, 
entitled,  "  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
the  cc^ection  of  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  tlnited 
State*,  and  on  the  tonaage  of  ships  and  vesseU," 
and  as  touching  the  duties  on  distilled  spirits  only, 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  repealing,  after  the  last 
day  of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon 
distilled  spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  layms 
others  in  their  stead ;  and  also  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropriating 
the  same,"  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  full  force  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  specified  and  laid  in 
and  by  this  act,  and  generally  for  the  execution 
thereof,  as  fully  and  effectually,  as  if  every  r^u- 
lation,  restriction,  penalty,  jirovision.  clause  mat- 
ter, and  thing  therein  contained,  had  been  herein 
inserted  and  re-enacted. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  all 
wines  which,  after  the  said  last  day  of  June  next, 
shall  be  imported  into  the  United  States,  shall  be 
landed  under  the  care  of  the  inspector  of  the  port 
where  the  same  shall  be  landed,  and  for  that  pur- 
pos«^  every  permit  for  landing  any  wines,  which 
shall  be  granted  by  a  collector,  shall,  prior  to  such 
landing,  pe  produced  to  the  said  inspector  who,  by 
endorsement  thereupoa  under  his  hand,  shall  sig- 
nify the  production  thereof  to  him,  and  the  time 
when,  after  which,  and  not  otherwise,  on  pain  of 
forfeiinre,  it  shall  te  lawful  to  land  the  said  wines. 
And  the  said  inspector  shall  make  an  entry  <^  ell 


such  m  ,    _ 

pipe,  Dutt,  hogshead,  cai^  case,  box,  or  | 

whatsoever,  containing  such  wines,shaU  be  nuAed 

by  the  officer  under  whose  immediate  i '  ~ 

the  same  shall  be  luided,  in  legible  an 
characlert,  with  proKresuve  nmnbu^  the  name  «t 
the  said  officer,  and  me  quality  or  kind  of  wine,  at 
herein  before  oiiimerated  and  disliiwuiabed.  And 
the  said  office  shall  grant  a  eertincate  for  each 
such  pipe,  butt,  hog^Ad,  cask,  case,  box,  ot  pack- 
age, specifying  tbnein  tli«  name  or  names  at  the 
importer  or  importers,  the  ship  or  vesael  in  wbick 
the  same  shall  have  been  imported,  and  the  num- 
ber thereof,  to  accompany  the  same  wheresoever 
it  shall  be  sent.  And  if  any  pipe,  butt,  hogahead, 
cask,  case,  box,  or  package,  containing  wipe,  diall 
be  found  without  aueh  marks  and  ceriificatea,  the 
same  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized,  and  the  want  of 
such  marks  and  certificates  shall  be  preeumptiTe 
evidence  that  such  wine  was  anlawfaUy  imported 
and  landed. 

Sbo.  II.  And  beitfitrlher  enacted,  Thmt  every 
person  who  shall  have  in  his  or  her  poaaesstOB 
wines  which  are  intended  for  ml/t,  in  quantity  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  fifty  gallon^  shall,  prior 
to  thesaid  last  day  of  June  nut,  make  entry  the»- 
of,  in  writing,  el  Mune  office  of  inspection  in  the 
city,  town,  or  county  where  he  or  she  shall  reside^ 
specifying  and  deseribing  the  casks,  eases,  boxe^ 
and  other  paekagea  containing  the  same;  and  the 
kindR.  quauties,  and  ijuanlities  thereof,  aiid  vrheie 
and  in  whote  possession  they  are ;  and  ibe  officer 
of  insDection.  at  whose  office  such  entry  may 
be  made,  «hall,  as  soon  as  may  be  thereafter,  visit 
and  inspect,  or  cause  to  be  visited  and  inspected, 
the  wines  so  reported;  and  shall  mark,  or  cause 
to  be  marked,  tne  casks,  cases,  boxes,  and  pack- 
ages,  containing  the  sam&  with  progressive  Bom- 
bere,  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  the 
same  may  belong,  the  kind  or  kinds  thereof  and 
the  words  "  Old  Stock,"  and  shall  giant  a  certifi- 
cate for  each  cask,  case,  box.  cw  package,  eontain- 
ing  such  wine,  describinK  therein  the  said  cask, 
case,  box,  or  packa^,  and  the  wines  therein  con- 
tained, which  certificate  shall  accompany  the 
same,  wherever  it  may  be  sent.  And  if^any  per- 
son who  may  have  wmes  in  his  or  her  possessiaa 
for  sale,  shall  not,  prior  to  the  said  last  day  o( 
June  next,  make  entry  thereof,  as  above  directed, 
he  or  she,  for  such  omission  or  neglect,  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  the  value  of  the  wine  oimtted  to  be 
entered,  to  Oe  recovered  with  costs  of  suit,  for  the 
benefit  of  any  person  who  shall  ffiv< 
thereof;  and  the  wines,  eo  omitted  t< 
shall  be  forfeited. 

Sac.  12.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That,  firam 
and  after  the  last  day  of  December  next,  no  beer. 
ale,  or  porter,  shall  be  brought  into  the  United 
Stales,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  exc^  in 
casks  ot  vessels,  the  capacity  whereof  snail  not  be 
less  than  forty  gallons,  or  in  packages  containing 
not  less  than  six  dozen  of  bottles,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiture of  the  said  beer,  ale,  or  porter,  and  of  the 
ship  or  vessel,  in  which  the  same  shall  be  brouglu. 

Sac.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  and  respective  duties,  aforenid,  except 


1  to  be  entered. 


,,^.- 
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that  mentioaed  in  the  fourth  seetion  of  this  act, 
abJl  continne  to  be  levied,  collected,  and  p*id,  un- 
til the  debts  and  purposes,  to  and  for  vhieb  ' 
duties,  herebjr  directed  to  cease  after  the  last  dav 
ttf  June  next  wetepledgedand  appiopriated,  shall 
liare  been  fully  paid  and  satisfied ;  and  that  so 
much  thereof,  as  may  be  oeeessaty,  shall  be,  and 
are  hereby  pledged  and  ap{M;Dpri&ted,  in  the  same 
Ukanner,  for  the  same  purposes,  and  with  the  same 
ftwce  and  elfeet,  as  thoM,  whicn  are  hereby  direct- 
ed to  cease  aiter  the  said  last  day  of  Juae  next; 
•nd  that  so  much  of  the  residae  thereof,  as  may 
be  BBceaHUT,  shall  be,  and  are  heteby  appropriated 
for  malting  good  deficiencies  in  any  funds  which 
mw  have  been  dengnated  for  satisfying  grants 
and  approiHiations  heretofore  made. 

Sbo.  14.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacUd,  That  the 
additional  duty  of  two^nd-a-half  per  centum  ad 
valtnem,  specified  in  the  fourth  section  of  this  act, 
ahaU  continue  for  the  term  of  two  years,  from  the 
comlroencement  there*^,  and  no  longer. 

Sbo.  15.  And  be  it  further  etiaOtd,  That  the 
mm  of  one  huudied  and  fiflf  thousand  dollars, 
out  of  the  surplus  of  the  duties,  which  accrued  to 
the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
■nd  nioety-oni^  and  a  Airther  stun  of  five  hundred 
and  twenty-three  thousand  five  hundred  dollan^ 
onl  of  the  Borplos  of  the  duties  hereby  established 
as  the  same  shall  aecme,  maldDg,  together,  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  and  sereaty-three  thousand 
five  hundred  ddlars,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  ap- 
proimated  and  appbed,  in  addition  to  any  former 
appropriation  for  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  States,  towards  canTin^r  into  ezecntion 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  makmg  Airtber  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States." 

Sbo.  16.  And  be  U  farther  enacUd,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  empowered  to 
lake  on  loan,  on  aceount  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  President,  Directors,  and  ComiMiiy  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  who  are  hereby  au- 
thorized and  empowered  to  lend  the  same,  or  from 
any  other  body  politic  or  corporate  within  ike 
United  States,  or  from  any  other  person  or  persmis, 
the  whole  or  any  port  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  fire  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose,  to  and  for 
which  the  same  is  above  appropriated,  and  to  be 
reimbursed  out  of  the  aforesaid  surplus  of  the  du- 
ties by  this  act  imposed,  which  surplus  is,  accord- 
ingly^  appropriated  to  the  said  reimbursement : 
Pnmded,  That  the  rate  of  interest  of  such  loans 
shall  not  exceed  five  per  centum  per  annum,  and 
that  the  princl^  thereof  may  be  reimbursed  at 
pleasure  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  so 
much  of  the  act.entidea,  "An  act  to  provide  more 
eSeclually  for  tne  collection  of  duties  imposed  by 
law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  states,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
or  vessels,"  as  hath  rated  the  lirre  toumois  of 
France  at  eighteen-and-a-half  cents,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sac.  18.  AMbeU  enacted  and  declared.  That  if 
the  principal,  iu  any  bond  which  bIulU  be  given  to 


the  United  States^  for  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  imported^  shall  be  insolvent;  or  if 
such  principal,  being  dead,  his  or  her  estate  and 
effects,  which  shall  have  come  to  the  hands  of  his 
or  her  executors,  or  administrators,  shall  be  insuf- 
ficient for  the  payment  of  his  or  her  debts;  and  if 
in  either  of  the  said  cases  any  surety  in  tiie  said 
bond,  or  the  executors  and  administrators  of  such 
surety,  shall  pay  to  the  United  States  the  moneys 
thereupon  4ue,  such  surety,  his  or  her  executors 
or  administrators  shall  have  and  einoy  the  like 
advanUffe,  priority,  and  preference,  for  the  reco- 
very ana  receipt  of  the  said  moneys  out  of  the  es- 
tate and  effects  of  stteh  insolvent  or  deceased  prin- 
cipal, as  are  reserved  and  secured  to  the  United 
States,  by  the  forty-fourth  section  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  proride  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  oi  vessels," 
and  shall  and  mar  bring  and  maintain  a  suit  uimui 
the  said  bond,  in  law  or  equity,  in  his,  her,  or  tbeir 
ownnameoiDames,for  the  recovery  of  the  moneys  ' 
whichshallhave  been  paid  thereupon.  Andititfiir- 
ther  declared,  That  the  cases  of  insolvency  in  the 
saidforiy-fourth  section  mentioned,  shall  be  deemed 
to  extend,  as  well  to  cases  in  which  a  debtor,  not 
having  sufficient  property  to  pay  all  his  or  her 
debts,  shall  have  made  a  voluntaiy  asGJgnment 
thereof,  for  the  benefit  of  his  or  her  creditors,  or  in 
which  the  estate  and  effects  of  an  absconding,  con- 
cealed, or  absent  debtor,  shall  have  been  attached 
by  process  of  law,  as  to  cases  in  which  an  act  of 
'  bankruptcy  shall  have  been  committed. 
;c.  19.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  appoint  such  place  within  the  dis- 
trict of  Vermont  to  be  the  port  of  entry  and  deli- 
very within  the  said  district,  as  he  mav  deem  ex- 
pedient,  anything  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
giving  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  with- 
n  the  State  of  Vermont,"  to  the  contrary  QOtwith- 
iianding. 
Approved,  May  2, 179S. 

An  Act  to  pnMdeibr calling  forth  the  ^m]i|Ui«xecnte 
the  Lawaof  Iha  Union,  to  sappieMinsaTrectioDs,  end 
repel  invasions. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^.,  That  whenever  the  United 
Stales  shall  be  invaded,  or  be  in  imminent  danger 
of  invasion  from  any  foreign  nation  or  Indian 
tribe,  it  shall  be  lawiul  for  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  to  call  forth  such  number  of  the 
militia  of  the  State  or  States  most  convenient  to 
the  place  of  danger  or  scene  of  action  as  he  may 
judge  necessary  to  repel  such  invasion,  and  to 
issue  his  orders  for  that  purpose  to  such  officer  or 
officers  of  the  militia  as  be  shall  think  pro[>eri 
and,  in  case  of  an  insurrection  in  any  State  against 
the  Qovemment  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  on  application  of 
the  Legislature  of  such  State,  orof  the  ExecutivCi 
(when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  convened,)  to 
call  forth  such  number  of  the  militia  of  anv  other 
State  or  Statesasmay  be  applied  for,  or oshe  may 
judge  sufficient  to  suppress  such  insurrectimi. 
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Sec.  2.  Af\d  6«  fl  fitriheT  enacted,  That  wfcen- 
erer  the  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  be  op- 
posed, or  the  execution  thereof  obstructed.  In  any 
State,  by  combinations  too  powerfnl  to  be  sup- 
pressed by  the  ordianry  course  of  judicial  proceed- 
ings^ or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  marshes  by 
this  act,  the  same  being  notified  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  by  an  Associate  Justice  or 
the  District  Judge,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  call  foUh  the  mili- 
tia of  such  State  to  suppress  such  combination» 
and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed ;  anil 
if  the  militia  of  a  State  where  such  combination: 


dent,  if  the  L^^slature  of  the  United  States  be 
not  m  session,  to  call  forth  and  emoloy  such  num- 
bers of  the  militia  of  any  other  State  or  States 
most  convenient  thereto  as  may  be  necessary ;  and 
the  use  of  militia  so  to  be  called  forth  inay  he 
continued,  if  necessary,  tmtil  the  expiration  of 
thirty  days  aAei  the  commencement  of  the  ensn- 


8bc 


Sbc.  a  And  be  it  farther  enacUtL  That  when- 
erer  it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
President,  to  use  the  military  force  hereby  directed 
to  be  called  forth,  the  President  shall  forthwitb, 
and  previous  thereto,  by  proclamation,  command 
such  insurgents  to  disperse^  and  retire  peaceably 
to  their  respective  abodes  within  a  limited  time. 

Sec.  i.  And  be  U  further  enacted,    That  the 
militia  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances 
as  the  troops  of  the  United  States  who  ma;;  be  ' 
service  at  toe  same  time,  or  who  were  last  in  si 
vice,  and  shall  be  suhject  to  the  same  rules  and 
articles  of  war ;  and  that  no  officer^  non-commis- 
sioned cfficer,  or  private  of  the  militia,  shall  be 
compelled  to  serve  more  than  three  months  in  a: — 
one  year,  nor  more  than  in  due  rotation  wi 
every  other  able-bodied  man  of  the  same  rank 
the  battalion  to  which  he  belongs. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  private  of  the 
militia,  who  shall  fail  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  any  of  the  cases 
before  recited,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one  year's  pay  and  not  less  than  one  month's  jmv, 
to  be  determined  and  adjudged  by  a  court-martiali 
and  such  officer  shall,  moreover,  be  liable  to  be 
cashiered  h^  sentence  of  a  court-martial ;  and  such 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  shall  be 
liable  to  be  imprisoned  by  a  like  sentence  on  feil- 
ure  of  payment  of  the  fines  adjudged  against  them, 
for  the  srace  of  one  cAlendat  month  for  every  five 
dollars  of  sncb  fine. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  courts- 
martial  for  the  trial  of  militia  shall  be  composed 
of  militia  officers  only. 

Sbc,  7.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  all  fines, 
to  be  assessed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  certified  by  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  court-martial  before  whom 
the  same  shall  be  assessed  to  the  marshal  of  the 
district  in  which  the  delinquent  shall  reside,  i 
one  of  his  deputies,  and  also  to  the  supervisor  of 
e  of  the  same  district,  who  shall  record 


e  nhl  oertificale  in  a  book  t 


be  kept  far  tte 
hia  dep^  ikd 
ttwith  proceed  to  levy  the  said  finea^  wiik  « 


purpose;  the  nid  marsbBl 

fortnwith  proceed  to  levy  the  said  fine^     

by  detreis  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  ehatuk  m 
the  delinquent,  which  cooii,  and  die  r— niiwrf 
proceeding  with  reject  to  the  sale  of  die  Modi 
diatrained,  shall  be  agreeabtr  to  the  law*  of  tkc 
State  in  whidi  ^  MUM  shaUbeinotheieHMrf 
distreu ;  and  -where  any  aion-eommiaNUMed  ofitK 
or  private  ibtll  be  adjudged  to  mflhr  iapriM» 
attmt,  there  being  no  goods  or  «hauela  to  be  Imai 
whereof  to  levy  the  aaid  fines,  the  nanfaal  of  ik* 
dittriet  orhisdOTutymayeomiBitattchdeUM— 
to  jail  daring  die  tetm  for  whieh  he  aitall  W  m 
adjudsed  to  impriaonmeBt,  or  mtil  (he  &m  iM 
be  paid,  in  the  scaie  mannei  u  other  penooa  tm- 
demned  to  fine  tad  imprisosiBeiM  at  tke  **■!  </ 
the  United  States  may  be  connutied. 


manhak  and  tb«k  depntiea  shall  pay  all  mA 
fines  by  them  Ivried  to  th«  nipenriaar  of  A»  i» 
venue,  in  the  district  in  whioh  thw  ar«  coBeetei 
within  two  months  after  d>ey  shall  have  icceivW 
the  nme,  dednctiBg  thatfrora  fire  per  malHM  m 
a  compensation  for  their  troaUBt  aad  in  cMctf 
fiulnre,  the  same  shall  be  leeovcraMe  tw  metk»  d 
debt  or  ioformatioii  m  an^  Ckitin  of  me  DnM 
Slates,  of  the  district  ia  which  saeh  fine*  shall  be 
leried  haTing  cogiixaBee  thereof  to  be  aOBd  f^ 
prosecuted  and  recovered,  m  the  name  of  th*s»- 
pervisoT  of  the  dittriet  with  inieMBt  aad  cask. 

Sio.  9.  Amd  be  it  JmiSer  ematsted.  That  ikc 
marshals  of  the  several  districts  and  their  4<f» 
ties  stwll  have  the  savw  pcrwen  in  ttecntiiig  the 
laws  of  the  United  Slates  as  sberiflh  and  th« 
deputies  in  the  several  States  have  }xf  lav,  ia 
executing  die  laws  of  their  respectiTe  Eftatn. 

Sbo.  10.  And  he  it  fmrOvtr  enatttd.  That  tha 
act  sh^  eontiBae  and  be  in  force  for  aad  darinf 
the  term  of  two  years,  and  from  thsBce  to  th> 
end  of  the  next  scssioa  of  Coogiass  theratftec, 
aad  no  lonser. 

ApproT^,  May  8, 1793. 


An  Act  for  therelisf  of  penoDsinq 


dteD«ht. 


Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  persons  imprisoned  <■ 
execniioQS  issuing  from  any  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  satisfaction  of  judsments  in  any  civil 
actions,  shall  be  entitled  to  like  privileges  of  the 
yards  or  limits  of  the  respective  jails,  as  perMas 
confined  in  such  jails  for  debt  on  mdgnenis  icb- 
dered  in  the  Courts  of  the  several  States  are  entt 


person  imprisoned  as  aforesaid  may  haw  the  oi 
or  affirmation  hereinafter  expressed  administered 
to  him  by  any  Judge  of  the  United  States,  cr  J 
the  General  or  Supreme  Conn  of  Law  of  the 
Slate  in  which  the  debtor  is  imprisoned,  the  cre- 
ditor, his  ogent,^  or  attorney,  if  either'  live  wilhja 
one  hundred  miles  of  the  place  of  tmmisoDmeirt, 
or  vrithin  the  district  in  which  the  judgment  was 
rendered,  having  at  least  thirtr  days'  prerions  no- 
tice, by  a  citadoa  served  on  aim,  israed  by  aay 
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soeh  Jodge,  to  apiMi  mt  tbe  time  thersin  moi- 
tioned  at  the  »id  j«il,  if  he  see  fit.  to  show  ouse 
why  the  »id  €*th  at  kffinoatioD  sbould  not  be  so 
administered;  nt  which  time  and  place,  if  no  saf- 
ficiMtt  eause,  in  the  opiaion  of  tbe  Jndge,  be  shown, 
«r  doth  from  enuninatioo  appear  to  the  coatrary, 
he  utay,  at  the  reqaeat  of  tue  dri>Cor,  proceed  to 
admimstet  to  him  the  fbUowiog  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, u  the  ease  may  b«^  tiz  ;  "  Yoa,  —  — — , 
«c4eiaiily  swear  (or  affirm)  thai  you  liave  not  es- 
tate real  or  perseaal,  nor  is  aay  to  yonr  know-' 
le^e,  hotden  in  tnut  for  yoa  to  the  amoimt  or 
TtJue  of  twenty  dollartj  nor  eafficient  to  pay  the 
debt  for  which  yoa  are  impTisotwd."  Which  oath 
or  affirmation  baiag  administered,  the  Jndga  shall 
certify  the  same,  ondei  hie  hsnd,  to  the  priaon- 
fcMqier,  aad  shall  fix  a  reason^ife  allowanoe  for  the ; 
AeMoc's  mpport  not  ezoeediiw  one  dollar  per 
wcdi;  and,  if  the  creditor  duul  thereafter,  any 
week  fiiil  to  famish  the  debtor  with  soch  weekly ' 
atqpfiort,  by  paying  at  adrancing  the  mooer  to' 
him,  or  to  the  prison^eqier,  for  hu  aie,  the  dehtor 
■had  be  diichainsed  fkom  nisimnris(»ia«nt,  on  saeh 
judgment,  and  ahaU  not  be  bank  to  be  imprisoned 
agmn  for  the  said  debt ;  but  the  jndgment  shall  re- 
main good  and  sufficient  in  law,  and  may  be  satis- 
fied ovt  of  any  estate  which  may  then,  or  at  any 
time  efterwaidik  beloDg  to  the  debtor. 

Sm.  8.  Andbeitfiaihermaeted,  That  if  aay 
pcfson  shall  falsely  talce  tbe  oath  or  affirmatioit 
afnesaid,  such  person  shall  be  'deemed  gttilty  of 
peijiry,  and  snnir  the  pains  and  penalties  in  that, 
caae  provided. 

810.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ibis 
•at  shall  continue  andbe  in  foroe  for  the  space  of 
one  year  from  the  passing  thereof,  and  from  thence 
to  the  end  of  the  next  semioa-of  Coogrese,  «id  no 
toager. 

ApprOTed,  May  6,  179S. 


Be  it  aiaeted,  f&.  That  the  Preeideni  of  the 
United  Slates  be,  and  be  hereby  is,  asihorised  and 


empowered  to  iinie  lettere  paRmt  m  the 

"nited  States  thereby  grant- 


be,  and  be  hereby  is, : 

iisoe  letter  - "' 

imae]r  the  seal  of  the  Unit  ,  „ 

ing  and  eonTeyine  to  John  Cleres  Symmes  and 
his  associates,  and  to  Aeir  heirs  and  assigns,  in 
fee  simple,  snch  number  of  acree  of  land  as  the 
payments  already  made  by  the  said  John  Cleves 
efmmes,  hia  agents,  or  associates,  under  their  con- 
tract of  the  Sfteenth  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
■arcn  handred  and  ei^ty-eight,  will  pay  for, 
mating  the  lands  at  twiMhi^  of  a  doUar  peracr«^ 
and  making  die  reservations  specified  in  the  said 


ci««es,  or  any  of  them,  shall  deHrer  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  within  ais  months^anants 
wmcb  issued  for  Army  bonuty  rights  sufficient  for 
that  purpose,  aceordiBi;  to  the  provision  of  the  re- 
solves of  Cwigress  of  4e  twenty-third  of  July  and 
second  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eifhty-seven ;  but,  in  case  so  many  wartanCs 
shouldnot  be  delivered,  then  the  letters  patent  lost 
aforesaid  to  be  given  for  soch  number  of  acres  as 
ihall  be  in  proportion  to  the  warrants  so  delivered. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  Jxtrlktr  enacted,  That  the 
President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
>awered,  by  letters  patent  as  aforesaid,  to  grant 
convey  unto  tbe  said  John  Cleves  Svmroes 
and  his  awociates,  their  heirs,  and  assigns,  m  trust 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  Academy  and 
other  Public  Schools  and  Semmaries  of  Learning, 
one  complete  towu^p,  conformably  to  an  order 
of  Congress  of  the  second  of  October,  one  tboQ- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ei^ty-seven,  made  in 
cooiequence  of  the  aj^ieation  of  the  said  John 
Cleves  Symmes,  for  the  purchase  of  tiie  tract 
aforesaid. 

S»c.  4.  And  he  itfwtXer  enacted,  That  the  se- 
of  land  to  be  granted  and  ci 
id,  shall  be  included  and  loca  .  _ 
wiAinsuch  limits  and  Loes  of  boundarv'  as  the 
Prendeat  may  jtutee  expedient,  agreeably  to  an 
act  passed  the  twelfth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
■even  hundred  and  nine^-two,  "tor  ascertaining 
the  bounds  of  a  tract  of  Und  purchased  by  John 
Cleves  Sytnmes." 

Ajqtraved,  May  6,  1798. 

An  Act  to  oher  ths  lima  ta  tiie  next  snnnal  meeting 

of  Cengrett. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  after  the  adjournment 

of  the  present  session,  the  next  annual  meeting  of 

Congress  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  Novon- 

Approved,  May  5, 1792. 


the  UflfMd  Slslei. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc.  That,  from  and  after  (he  tan 
day  of  June  next,  the  present  duties  upon  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  on  stills, 
diall  cease,  and  that,  in  lieu  thereof,  upon  all  spi- 
rits which,  after  the  said  day,  shall  be  distilled 
within  the  United  States  wholly  or  in  port  from 


siuar,  or  other  foreign  maleriab,  there 
.laia  the  duties  foUowing :  that  is  to  say— 
For  every  gallon  of  those   spirits  of  the  first 


Sic  a.  And  he  UJvrtker  enacted,  That  the 
President  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  fbrthet  anthorined 
and  empt  wered,  by  letters  patent  as  aforeeaid,  to 
grant  and  convey  to  the  said  J<^n  Cleves  Symmes 
■■id  hia  asaociatm,  and  to  their  hein  and  assistis, 
in  fte  simple,  one  other  tract  of  one  hundred  and  six 
thouond  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eeven  acres,  with 
dte  reserratioas  as  afetesaid :  Provided,  That  the 
■nd  J(An  Ctevet  Symmes,  or  hie  agents  or  a»o- 


clasG  of  proM,  ten  cents ;  for  every  gallon  of  those 
^irits  of  the  sectmd  cUss  of  prooj  eleven  cents ; 
for  eveij  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  third  class 
of  proof,  twelve  cents ;  for  every  salton  of  those 
»nrits  of  the  fOUrth  class  of  proof,  fourieea  cents ; 
for  evenr  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  fifUi  class 
of  proof^  eighteen  cents  ;  br  every  gallon  of  those 
spirits  of  the  sixth  class  of  proof,  twenty^ve 
cents.  And  upon  all  spirits  which  aStet  the  said 
day  shall  be  distilled  within  the  United  Slates 
from  materials  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  the 
United  States,  in  any  city,  town,  or  viUage,  at 


v.^,. 
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anv  distillery  at  wbich  there  shall  be  <Mie  or  more 
sliUs'whicli  singly  or  together  shall  be  of  the  ca- 
pacity of  four  hundred  mllons  or  upwards,  there 
ehallDe  paid  the  duties  following:  thatistosay — 
For  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  first 
class  of  _prDoi7  seven  cents  ;  for  every  gallon  of 
those  spirits  of  the  second  class  of  proof,  eight 
cents ;  for'  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the 
third  class  ol  proof,  nine  cents  ;  for  eTery  gallon 
of  those  spirits  of  the  fourth  class  of  proof,  eleven 
cents ;  for  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  fifth 
class  of  proof,  thirteen  cents ;  for  every  gallon  of 
those  spirit-i  of  the  sixth  class  of  proof,  eighteen 
cents.  And  upon  stills  which  after  the  £aid  day 
shall  be  employed  in  distilling  spirits  from  mate- 
rials of  the  growth  or  produce  of  the  United 
Slates,  at  any  other  place  than  a  city,  town,  or 
village,  or  at  any  distillery  in  a  city,  town,  or  vil- 
lage at  which  there  shall  be  one  or  more  stills, 
which  singly.  If  only  one,  or  toother,  if  more 
than  on&  sDall  be  of  less  capacity  than  four  hun- 
dred gsUons,  there  shall  be  paid  the  yearly  duty 
of  fifty-four  cents  for  every  gallon  EnglMh  wine 
measure  of  the  capacity  or  content  of  each  and 
every  such  siiU,  including  the  head  thereof:  Ptv- 
vided,  That  it  shall  be  at  the  option  of  the  pro- 
prietor or  possessor  of  any  such  still,  instead  of 
the  said  yearly  duty,  either  to  pay  seven  cents  for 
every  gallon  CHf  spiiits  by  him  or  her  distilled,  or  to 
pay  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  gallon  of  the  ca- 
pacity for  each  and  every  month  of  the  employ- 
ment of  any  such  still ;  and  in  case  the  said  pro- 
prietor or  possessor  shall  elect  to  pay  either  the 
said  rale  of  seven  cents  per  gallon,  of  the  spirits 
by  him  or  her  distilled,  or  the  said  monthly  rate 
of  ten  cents,  according  to  the  capacity  of  his  or 
her  stall  or  stilly  he  or  she  at  the  time  of  making 
entry  of  his  or  her  still  or  stills  in  manner  herein- 
after directed,  shall  by  writing  under  his  or  Iter 
hand,  left  at  the  office  of  inspection  where  such 
entry  shall  be  made,  notify  the  said  election,  and 
if  the  same  shall  be  to  pay  the  said  monthly  rate 
of  ten  cents,  shall  demand  a  license  for  the  term 
of  time,  specifying  the  day  of  commencing  and 
the  day  of  ending,  during  which  he  or  she  shall 
intend  to  work  his  or  her  still  or  stills,  which  li- 
cense shall,  without  delay  or  expense  to  the  said 
proprietor  or  possessor,  be  granted,  and  shall  be 
signed  by  the  supervisors  of  the  revenue,  and 
countersigned  by  the  officer  at  whose  office  appli- 
cation for  the  same  shall  have  been  made.  And 
in  the  case  of  an  election,  to  pay  the  said  monthly 
rate  of  ten  cents,  it  shall  not  be  Uwful  for  any 
person  by  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  made, 
to  work  his  or  her  still  or  stills,  at  any  time,  within 
the  year  from  the  date  of  his  or  her  entry  thereof, 
other  than  that  for  which  a  license  shall  have  been 


which  upon  like  ap}Aication  shall  and  may  be 
granted  in  tike  manner ;  and  if  any  such  person 
shall  work  his  or  her  still  or  stills  contrary  to  the 
direction  or  provision  aforesaid  he  oi  she  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  for  every  such  offence  two  hundred 
dollars.  And  in  every  case  in  which  any  propri- 
etor or  possessor  of  a  (till  or  stills  subject  to  the 


lloTstills,  shall  not  make  dec  tion  to  lay  aeeocd- 
ing  to  oneortheother  ofchealtemativeaafoiewd, 
or  shall  not  duly  comply  therewith,  tie  ot  Aie 
shall  be  liable  to  pay,  and  shall  pay,  the  nid  Tcwty 
rate  of  fiftynfour  cents  for  eveiy  galltn  of  the  ca- 
pacity or  capacities  of  his  or  her  sttll  or  sdU& 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  Jvriher  etuuied,  That  ttkne 
be  in  each  county  comprehended  within  any  dii- 
trict  at  least  one  (Ace  of  inspection,  at  which 
every  person  having  or  keeping  a  still  or  sdlli 
witiun  such  county  shall,  between  the  laal  day  et 
May  and  the  first  day  of  July  in  each  year,  make 
entry  of  snch  still  or  stills,  and  at  wnich  eraj 
person,  who,  being-  a  resident  within  the  eomiy, 
shall  procure  a  still  or  stills,  or  who,  removing 
within  a  county,  shall  bring  therein  a  stiil  crsiiils, 
shall,  within  tnirty  days  aAer  such  procuring  cr 
removal,  and  before  he  or  she  shall  oesiii  to  ihc 
such  still  or  stiUs,  make  entry  thereof.  And  eroy 
entry  besides  deseribiiig  each  still  and  the  capa- 
city tkereof.  shall  Bpeeify  the  place  where,  and  the 
person  in  whose  ^posMssiOD  it  is,  and  tlie  parposc 
for  which  it  is  mtendad,  as  whether  foe  ale  <■ 
use  in  distilling;  atid,  in  the  case  of  remoroL shall 
specify  the  pla«e  from  which  every  such  still  rini 
have  been  nrougbt. 

Sec,  3.  And  be  it/uriher  enacUd,  That  evoy 
proprietor  and  jMnseasor  of  a  stiU  shall  be  jointly 
and  severally  liable  for  the  duty  tberenpcHt;  aad 
that  every  owner  of  land  upon  whichany  still  shaH 
be  worked  shall  be  liaUe  for  the  duty  thowipoa. 
unless  the  same  shall  be  worked  by  a  lawful  ana 
b<majide  tenant  of  the  land  of  an  estate^  not  lew 
than  for  the  term  of  one  year,  or  tmless  seek 
owner  can  make  it  appear  uat  the  possessor  o^ 
or  person  by  whom,  such  stilt  ahall  hare  beea 
worked,  was,  during  the  whole  time  of  wOTkiag 
the  same,  a  trespasser  or  intruder  on  hb  land. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  finlker  enacUd^  That  evesy 
(Mutt  of  ittspectton  within  whoae  snivej  any  dta- 


tillery  of  geneva  or  sweet  cwdials,  sidiject  to  the 
payment  M  duty  by  the  gallon  of  the  spinb  dis- 
tilled thereon  may  be,  shall  forbear  to  viut  at  in- 


day  snch  part  of  the  said  distUlery  as  he  may  be 
icQuired  by  the  proprietor,  possessor,  or  manager 
of  such  distillery  to  fort>ear  to  visit  and  ini^KCt, 
for  which  purpose  it  shall  be  necessary  for  the 
said  proprietor,  possessor,  or  manager  to  give  no- 
tice, m  writing,  to  the  said  officer,  deocrilH^  there- 
in particularly  the  part  of  such  distillery  lAich  it 
shall  be  his  desire  that  the  said  (Acer  may  fof- 
bear  lo  visit  and  inspect,  and  specifying  the  time 
of  each  day  for  which  such  forbeuance  shall  be 
desired. 

Sec.S.  Astd  be  it Jitrther enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  regulate  as  well  the  marks  to  be  set  ums 
the  casks,  vessels,  and  packages,  containing  dia- 
lilled  spirits,  as  the  forms  of  the  certificates  which 
are  to  accompany  the  same;  and  that  when  any 
cask  or  vessel  in  which  distuled  spirits  have  beta 
contained  ahall  have  been  emptied  of  its  contentaj 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  marks  thereupoti  to  be 
eflhced  by,  or  in  the  {sesence  of,  an  officer  of  i>- 
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spection ;  and  if  the  said  cask  or  Teasel  shall  af- 
terwards be  used  for  putting  therein  other  spirits, 
the  same  may  be  marked  anew. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itfuriher  etuu^etLTiMt,  instead 
of  a  notice  of  twenty-four  hours,  neretofore  re- 
quired to  be  given,  of  the  intent  to  export  distill- 
ed amrits,  in  order  to  the  benefit  of  the  drawback 
of  toe  duties  thereupon,  six  hours  shall  be  suffi- 
cient. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
be  an  abatement  for  leakage  at  the  rale  of  two 
per  cent^  in  every  cose  in  which  the  duty  shall 
be  p^able  by  the  gallon  of  the  spirits  distiUed,  to 
be  allowed  at  the  distillery  where  such  spirits  shall 
be  made. 

.Sec  8.  And  be  UJitrther  enacted.  That  the  of- 
ficer of  inspection  within  whose  surrey  any  still 
■hall  be,  the  duty  whereupon  is  payable  according 
to  the  capacity  of  the  still,  shail  identify,  by  pro- 
greEsive  numbera  and  other  proper  marks,  every 
sach  still  within  his  survey,  and  the  duty  there- 
upon shall  operate  as  a  specific  lien  upon  the  said 
still. 

Sbo.  a  And  be  itfmiker  enacted,  That  every 
distiller  of,  and  dealer  in,  spirits  who  may  have  in 
his  or  her  possession  distilled  spirits  not  maked  or 
certified,  mirsnant  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  re- 
pealinc,  ailer  the  last  day  of  Jane  next,  the  duties 
nerettnore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  imported  from 
abroad,  and  laying  others  in  theii  Etead,  and 
also  upon  spirits  distilled  within  iheUnited  Slates, 


;r  possession,  in  writing,  at  some  office  of 
inspection,  to  the  end  thai  such  spirits  may  be 
marked  and  certified  as  Old  Stock.  And  that,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  September  next,  casks 
and  Teasel*  of  the  capecilv  of  twenty  gallons  and 
upwards,  containing  distilled  sfurits,  which  shall 
be  found  in  the  possession  of  any  distiller  or  dealer 
in  spirits,  except  at  a  distillery  where  the  same 
were  made,  or  m  going  from  one  place  lo  another, 
without  being  marked  according  to  law,  or  with- 
out having  a  certificate  iiom  some  proper  officer, 
shall  be  liable  to  seizure  and  forfeiture  ;  and  that 
it  shall  be  the  daty  of  the  several  officers  of  in- 
spection, upon  request  of  any  dealer  or  distiller, 
to  take  measures  for  the  marking  of  casks,  ves- 
sels^ and  packages  containing  distilled  spirits,  and 
to  furnish  such  dealer  or  distiller,  free  from  ex- 
pense, with  certificates  to  accompany  the  same : 
Prmided,  That  it  shall  not  be  incumbent  upon 
any  such  officer  to  mark  or  certify  aav  cask,  ves- 
sel, or  package  which  ought  to  have  been  before 
marked  or  certified  according  to  any  law  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  hut  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hondred  and  ninety-three,  no  distilled  spirits,  ex- 
cept arrack  and  sweet  cordials,  shall  be  brought 
into  the  United  States  from  any  foreign  pent  or 
place,  except  in  casks  or  vessels  of  the  capacity  of 
ninety  gallons  and  upwards. 

Sec.  II.  And  be  tt  farther  enacted,  That  no 
drawback  of  the  duty  on  distilled  spirits  which 
shall  be  exported  after  the  last  day  ctf  Jane  next, 


shall  be  allowed  upm  uiy  quantity  less  than  one 
hundred  gallons. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That,  after 
the  last  day  of  June  next,  no  distilled  spirits  shall 
be  brought  into  the  United  Slates  from  any  foreign 

Krl  or  place  in  any  cask  or  vessel  which  sull 
ve  been  marked  pursuant  to  any  law  of  the 
United  States  concerning  distiUed  spirits,  on  pain 
of  forfeiture  of  the  spirits  so  brought,  and  of  the 
ship  or  vessel  in  which  they  shall  Iw  tnrought 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  farther  tnacUd,  Tbat  if  the 
owner  or  possessor  of  any  still  or  stills  shall  neglect 
to  make  entry  diereof,  vrithin  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  [sescribed  by  the  second  section  of  this 
act,  such  owner  or  possessor  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fi(^  dollars ;  and  if  any 
distilled  spirits,  except  arrack  and  sweet  cordials, 
shall,  after  the  last  ^y  of  April  next,  be  brought 
into  the  United  States  in  casks  or  vessels  of  less 
capacity  than  ninety  gallons,  all  such  spirits,  and 
the  casts  and  vessels  contaming  the  same,  shall 
be  subject  to  seizure  and  forieiluie,  and  every 
such  penalty  or  forfeiture  shall  be  one-half  to  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  half  to 
the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  first  discover  and 
make  known  the  matter  or  thing  whereby  the 
same  shall  have  been  incurred. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  farther  enactedand  declared, 
That  the  duties  hereby  laid  shall  continue  in  force 
for  the  same  time,  and  are  hereby  pledged  and 
appropriated  to  ana  for  the  same  purposes  as  those 
in  lieu  of  which  they  are  laid,  ana  pursuant  to  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  repealing,  after  die  last  day 
of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  dis- 
tilled spirits  imported  from  abroad, 'and  laying 
others  m  their  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  states,  and  for  appropriating 
the  same." 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  to 
make  good  any  deficiency  which  may  nappen  in 
consequence  of  the  reduction  hereby  made  in  the 
rales  of  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  vrithin  the 
United  States,  and  on  stills,  so  much  of  the  pro- 
duct of  the  duties  laid  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
for  raising  a  further  sum  of  mottey  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,"  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be, 
and  i»  hereby,  [hedged  and  appropriated  to  the 
same  purposes,  to  and  for  which  the  duties  hereby 
reduced  were  pledged  and  appropriated. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  audiorized  to 
make  such  allowances  for  their  respective  services 
to  the  supervisors,  inspector*,  and  other  officers  of 
inspection  as  he  snail  deem  reasonable  and  pro- 
per, so  as  the  said  allowances,  together  with  the 
mcidental  expenses  of  collecting  the  duties  on 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  shall  not 
exceed  seven-and-a-half  per  centum  of  the  total 
product  of  the  duties  on  distilled  spirits  for  the 
period  to  which  the  said  allowances  shall  relate, 
computing  from  the  time  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
repealing,  after  the  last  da^  of  June  next,  the  du- 
ties heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  snirits  imported 
from  abroad,  and  laj^ing  others  in  tneir  stead,  and 
also  upon  spirits  distill^  within  the  United  States, 
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ud  fbr  tppnpiMliBg  the  mma,"  took  effect:  Aaut, 
provided,  alto,  That  snch  allowance  ahall  not  ex- 
ceed the  aoDiial  amounl  of  aeyeatf  thoosand 
loUart,  until  the  same  shall  be  furtliM  aicenained 

Sbc.  17.  Aad  be  itjuriiter  maxUA,  That  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  lepeaUng,  after  the  last  da^r 


Ckotretown,  EDuopU 
ton,  nank-bru^and 


of  June  next,  the  dotiee  heretMore  laid  upon 
tilled  spirits  imported  fron  abroad,  and  Ujrins 
others  in  their  stead,  a  ad  also  upoD  sprita  distilled 


irilhin  die  United  Slates,  andfor  aMiepriating  the 
atme,"  iliaU  extend  to,  and  be  in  fiiil  force  for,  the 
oolleetion  of  the  tcTerai  dMiet  herein  before  men- 
tiotted,  and  fof  the  recoTcrf  and  diatributiMi  fA 
the  poultiea  and  forfeitures  nerein  contained,  and 
generailjr  for  the  eneoiuism  of  this  act,  ai  fuU}- 
and  eflectualljr  as  if  ev^  regulation,  reetrietion, 
^^cmalty,  proTi»aB,  elauee,  mattn,  and  tfaini^  there- 
in coniuned  vere  inserted  m,  and  FC-enacleil  by, 
this  Meaent  ac^  subject  only  to  tl^  alterations 
kereSr  made. 
Approved,  Uay  8, 1793. 

An  AetrelattTe  to  Qw  eatnpetnstions  to  certain  olBoen 
cmi^aTBdin  thaciAeelionof  AedatiMaflmpostand 

Bt,  it  enacted,  ^c,  Tha^  fVom  and  after  the  last 
day  of  Jane  next,  in  addition  to  the  fees  and  emo- 
luments which  mayaccme  to  the  cheers  employed 
in  the  coUectioD  of  the  dniies  of  impost  aad  lon- 
UEige,  by  the  provisions  already  made,  they  shall 
sevemiiy  h^e.  and  be  entitled  to  the  respective 
allowances  following,  to  wit:  The  suireyors  of 
Newburypoft,  Salem,  Saint  Mary's  and  Wilming' 
too,  in  North  Carolina,  the  yearly  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  each ;  the  surreyors  of  Beverley, 
North  Kingston,  East  Greenwich,  Warren,  Bris- 
tol, Pawcatuck  River,  Providence,  Patuxet,  New 
Haven,  Lewellensburg,  Alexandria,  Beaufort, 
Hertford,  Wintoo,  Bennet's  Creek,  Plymouth, 
Windsor,  Skewarkey,  Murfreesboroogh,  Niion- 


HunplMi,  Booth  Qnar,  Wadmig- 


,  ._..  ._i  Town,  Coirituek  Inlet,  Pasquotank 
River  Bridge  and  Newbiggen  Creek,  the  yearly  sum 
of  eighty  dollars  each ;  the  rarveyor  of  Portsmouth, 
die  vearly  snm  of  sixty  dollars;  the  surveyor  of  Ips- 
wich, Portland,  Newport,  Stonington,  Middle- 
ton.  Bermuda  Hundred,  Petersburg,  Richmond, 
and  Savannah,  the  yearly  sum  of  fifty  dollars^ach; 
the  snrveyors  of  Gloucester,  New  London,  and 
Swansborough,  the  yearly  sum  of  thirty  dollars, 
each;  the  surreyora  of  Hudson,  Little  Egg  Har- 
bor, Suffolk,  Smithfield,  Urbanna,  and  Fredericbs- 
bure,  the  yearly  snm  of  twenty  dollars,  each ;  the 
collector  of  the  district  of  Wilmington,  in  North 
Carolina,  the  yearly  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars;  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Ports- 
mouth, Gloucester,  Albany,  Annapolis,  Vienna, 
Notdngham,  Yorktown,  Dumfries  and  Louisville, 
the  yearly  sum  of  oue  hundred  dollars,  each;  the 
collector  of  the  district  of  Fairfield,  the  yearly  sum 
of  eighty  dollars;  the  collectors  of  the  distncts  of 
MarUehead,  Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Nantucket, 
New  Bedford,  Dightonj  York,  Biddeford  and  Pep- 

Ki^lborough,  Bath,  Wiscasset,  Machias,  Newport, 
;w  Haven,  Perth  Amboy,  Great  E^  Harbor, 
Wilmington,  in  Delaware,  Chester,  Cedarpoint, 


on,    DVUUl    ^^Uav,      TVBBIlll^p 

ton,  n8nk4ridce  and  Oeomtowti,  in  Sooth  C«TO- 
lina,  the  yearly  sum  of  uPtr  dmlais,  eaeh;  the 
■aval  (dBeer  of  the  district  of  Portamosth,  lb 
yearly  snm  ef  one  hnndred  dollars;  dte  Baval 
c^ers  of  d»  districts  of  Newburyport,  New^ 
port,  Providence,  Wilmingtoo,  in  Ncntb  Caro- 
tin*, and  Savannah,  the  yearly  sum  of  fiftr  dol- 
lars, each;  the  collector  of  the  district  of  Sakm 
and  Bererly,  one  fonrdi  of  one  per  centum  on  the 
amount  of  all  moneys  by  him  received  on  accotnt 
of  the  said  dstjes;  and  to  thecolIecMrs  (rf*  the  dis- 
tricts of  PortanouA,  Newburyport,  GHooceMO', 
MaiUehmd,  Plymouth,  Nantncket,  Edigartown, 
New  Bedford,  Dighton,  York,  Biddeford  aad  Ptf- 
perelborengh,  Portland,  Batk  Wiscasset,  Penob- 
scot, Frenchmim's  Bay,  Machias,  Newport,  Pro- 
vidence, New  Haven,  Fkirfleld,  Perth  Ambo^, 
Burlington,  Great  B^  Harbor,  WOmiagtcm,  a 
Delaware,  Oxford,  Vienna,  SnowHiU,  AnaapMi^ 
Nottinobain,  Ceduvoint,  Oeorgetown,  in  Bi»^ 
land,  Hampton,  Yorinoini,  Yeoe(«aieo,  Dmnfne% 
Foley  Landing,  Cherrystone,  South  ftnny,  Wit 
mingloD,  in  N«th  Carolina,  neWbern.  ^^hing- 
ton,  Sdeaton,  Plairi(4ridn,  Oeorgetom,  in  Sank 
Carolina,  Beanlbrt,  and  Savaiman,  each.  <»e-haU 
of  one  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  all  monen 
by  them  respeetirdy  received  on  account  of  the 
duties  aforemid. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  figrfher  enacted.  That,  frooi 
and  after  the  last  day  of  Jane  next,  the  aUowoBce 
of  three-fourths  of  one  per  centum  to  the  etrfleel- 
ors  of  the  districts  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  city 
of  New  York,  on  the  amount  of  all  moneys  1^ 
them  reepectivelv  received,  on  account  (^  the  dn- 
ties  of  impOBt  ana  tonnage,  shall  cease,  and  instead 
ihereot  they  shall,  after  that  time,  be  endtled  to 
one-jiau  of  one  per  centum  on  ail  siich  mtwep  by 
them  respect! vdy  received. 

Bko.  3.  And  be  it Jitrtherertacttd,Tb».%  from  utd 
afW  the  last  day  of  Jnne  next,  the  expense  of  fnei, 
office  xeat.  and  necessair  stationery:  for  the  col- 
lectors of  the  dbtricts  of  Salem  and  Beverley,  Boa- 
ton  and  Charlestown,  the  cities  of  New  YoikPhi- 
ladelphia  and  Charieston,  the  towns  of  Balti- 
more. Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  shall  be  paid,  three- 
fourths  by  the  said  coUectors,  and  the  other  fourth 
by  the  respective  naval  officers  in  thone  districts, 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That,  when- 
ever a  collector  shall  die,  the  comra  issions,  to  whie^ 
be  would  have  been  entitled  on  the  receipt  of  ofi 
duties  bonded  by  him,  shall  be  equally  divided 
between  the  legal  representatives  of  such  deceased 
collector  and  his  successor  in  office,  whose  doty  it 
shall  be  collect  the  same ;  and  for  this  purpose  the 
said  representatives  shall  deliver  over  to  such  suc- 
cessor ^1  the  public  or  official  books,  papers,  and 
accounts  of  the  said  deceased. 

ApiMTored,  May  8, 1792. 


An  Act  to  continn«  in  force  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
piDTJde  for  mitigatJDg  or  remitting  As  penaiiiea  and 
ibrfBitnres  sccniing  under  the  revenue  laws  in  certain 
eases^"  and  to  make  fiirdier  provision  for  the  pajmou 
of  Pennons  to  InvaUds. 
Be  it  maOed,  ^c,  That  the  act,  endded  "An 
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kct  to  prorifc  Ua  nutigadfi^  ot  icnittiiig  ike  &tf 
fntutea  aad  pnaltiu  accnung  under  tbe  rerenne 
lava  in  certun  cwe«  therein  mentioned,"  shall  Iw, 
and  hereby  ia  e<»tiDUed  in  foil  force  for  the  term 
of  tliree  years,  from  the  posting  of  this  met,  ud  no 
Itnuer.  Provided,  That  nothing  io  the  said  act 
shall  be  coDstraed  to  limit  or  leMraia  the  power 
of  the  Preudeotofthe  United  States  to  grant  par- 
dons ftH  offence*  agaioBl  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  a.  Aitd  be  it  fitrAer  tnacted,  That  the 
yearly  pensitms  which  hare  been  or  may  be,  allow- 
ed by,  or  in  porsoaQce  of,  any  act  w  law  of  the 
United  States,  to  penons  who  were  wounded  and 
disabled  in  the  public  seirice,  shall,  for  the  space 
of  one  year  from  the  fomth  day  of  March  last,  be 
paid  out  of  the  Treasnry  of  tbe  United  States,  tut- 
aer  soch  regulaiioni  as  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  may  direct. 

Appiored,  May  8, 178S. 

An  Act  miiplenMntstT  to  the  Act  fcr  nakinf  pTorMon 
fa  the  Dd>t  of  the  United  Slates. 
B6  it  tHacUd,  fe..  That  the  (enn  for  reeeivnig 
on  Lcaa  Aal  part  of  the  Doraeetie  Debt  of  the 
United  Btate^  whieh  hath  not  been  subscribed 
pnnuant  to  the  terms  proposed  m  tbe  act  entitled 
"■An  act  making  pronsioo  fi>r  the  Debt  of  ikc 
United  States,"  shaD  be^  and  it  is  hereby  extended 
on  tbe  same  tenoa  as  in  and  by  (he  said  act  is 
provided,  to  the  first  day  of  Mareh  next;  and 
books,  foi  receiviiig  soefa  ftirther  subscriDtions 
shall  be  opened  at  the  Treasury  of  die  United 
States,  and  by  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  in 
each  of  the  said  States,  on  tbe  first  day  of  June 
next,  which  sliaU  continue  open  until  themd  first 
day  of  March  next,  inchuirely;  for  which  pur- 

Ce,  the  said  CommiBsiouers,  reepeetirely,  ate 
ebr  ioTested  with  the  like  powers,  and  re- 
tpiited  to  pofcnn  the  Uke  duties,  as  in  and  by  the 
said  act  is  directed. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  ittwiher  enacttd.  That  such  of 
die  creditoiv  of  the  United  Stales  as  hare  not  sub- 
scribed, and  shall  not  sabscribe  to  the  said  Loan, 
shall  nerertheless  receive  a  rate  per  eentdm  on  the 
amooQt  of  so  much  of  their  respeciire  demands, 
as  well  for  interest  as  principal,  as,  on  or  before 
the  fits!  day  of  March  shall  be  registered  conform- 
aUy  to  the  directions  of  (be  said  act,  as  shall  be 
equal  to  the  interest  payable  to  the  subscribing 
creditors,  which  shall  be  payaMe  at  the  same  times 
and  places,  and  by  the  same  persons,  as  in  and  by 
the  said  act  is  directed. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  JuriKer  enacted,  That  the 
term  for  receiring  upon  Loan  that  part  of  the 
Debts  of  the  respectire  States  which  bath  not  been 
pibscribed  pursuant  to  the  terms  proposed  in  the 
net  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  il  is  herebv,  enlarged 
on  the  same  terms  as  in  and  by  the  saia  act  is  pro- 
rided,  nntil  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  inclusively ;  foi 
which  purpose,  books  shall  be  opened  at  the  Trea- 
snry of  (he  United  States,  and  by  tbe  Commi»- 
Honers  of  Loans  in  each  of  the  said  Sutes,  on  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  which  shall  continue  open 
until  the  flfsl  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 


bnadredandnitMty-three  inclusively  j  &r  which 
ptuposes,  the  said  Commissioners  are  hereby  in- 
vested with  the  like  powers,  and  required  to  per- 
form the  like  duties,  as  in  and  by  the  said  act  i> 
directed. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  the 
C<mimisBionet  of  Loans  for  Nor^  Cajtdina  shall 
not  be  allowed  to  recnve  any  certificate  issued  by 
Patrick  Trarers,  Commisaioner  of  Cumberland 
county,  or  by  the  CoBuaiuioueia  of  Aimy  ac- 
counts at  Wamnton. 

Sbc  &.  And,  whereas  tbe  United  Slates  are  in- 
debted to  certain  foreign  (rf&cen,  oa  account  of  pay 
and  serrioes  dutiag  the  late  war,  the  interest  whnfr 
of^  porsnant to tbeeertifieales granted  to  thesaidofi- 
oers  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  tbe  United  Btataa 
in  Coagvess  aseembled,  is  payable  at  the  house  <tf 
,  grand  banker,  at  Paris,  and  it  is  expe- 
dient to  disuiarge  the  same  :&  it  wr^bre  enactiii 
That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  causa  to  be  di»- 
i^arged  theprincipalandinterest  (tf  the  said  Debt, 
out  of  any  ot  tbe  HKOieys  which  have  been,  or 
shall  be  obtained  on  Lou^  in  virtue  <tf  the  aot 
aforesaid,  w»d  wIimA  shall  not  be  necessary  ulti- 
muely  to  fulfil  the  purposes  foe  whieh  the  said 
moneys  are,  in  and  by  the  said  act,  atithocized  to 
be  borrowed. 

Sec.  e.  And  be  it  JiniKer  enaOed,  That  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry, 
and  the  Atlorney  Oeneral.  for  the  lime  being, 
shall  be  Comiuasianers  who,  or  any  three  of 
whoQL  are  hereby  authorized,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  to  pur- 
chase the  Debt  of  the  United  Slates,  at  its  market 
pric&  if  not  exseeding  the  par  ot  true  value  there- 
of t  for  which  pttrehaee.  the  intetest  on  so  much 
of  the  Public  Debt  as  has  already  been,  w  may 
hereafter  be,  purohased  for  the  United  Statea  or 
assbkUbepaid  into  tbe  Treasury,  and  so  much  of 
the  moneys  apwc^iaied  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  Foreign  and  Domestic  Debt  a*  shall 
exceed  what  may  be  sufficient  for  the  payment  of 
such  interest  to  ua  creditors  of  the  Uuted  States, 
shall  be,  and  ate  hereby  appropriated.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  satd  Commii 


terthecommeneement  of  die  first  session  thereto 
in  every  year,  a  full  and  nieciae  accovnt  of  all  such 
ptuebases  made  and  PuUic  Debt  redeemed  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act. 

Sec  7.  And,  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  eata- 
blish  a  fund  for  the  oradual  reduction  of  the 
Public  Debt :  Be  itfiir^er  enacted.  That  the  in- 
terest on  so  much  of  die  Debt  of  the  United  States 
as  has  been  or  shall  be  purchased  or  redeemed  for 
or  by  the  UnitoJ  Stales,  or  as  shall  be  paid  into 
the  Treasurv  thereof  in  satisfaction  of  any  debt  or 
demand,  and  the  surplus  of  any  sum  or  sums  ap- 
propriated for  the  payment  of  tbe  interest  upon 
the  said  Debt,  which  shall  remain  after  payinK 
such  interest,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  appropriated 
and  pledged  firmly  and  inviolaoly  for  and  to  tbe 
purchase  and  redemption  of  the  said  Debt,  to  be 
applied  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
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8«Da»,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secietaiy  o{  State, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney 
Oeneral,  for  the  time  being,  or  any  thiee  of  them, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Preudrait  of  the  Unit- 
ed Staiesi  for  the  time  being,  in  manner  follow- 
ing, that  IS  to  lay:  First,  to  the  purehate  of  the 
teveral  species  o£  stock  constituimg  the  Debt  of 
the  United  States,  at  Uieir  respective  maiket 
prices,  not  eiceeding  the  par  or  true  value  there- 
of, and,  as  nearly  as  may  be.  in  e^ual  proportions, 
tmtil  the  annual  amount  of  the  said  funds,  tog«iber 
with  any  other  provisions  which  may  be  made  by 
law,  shall  be  equal  to  two  percentiun  of  the  whole 
amount  of  the  outstanding  funded  stock,  bearing 
a  present  interest  of  six  per  centum ;  thenceforth,  se- 
condly, to  the  redemption  of  the  said  last-menttoned 
stock,  according  to  the  right  for  that  purpose  re- 
served to  the  United  States,  until  thewbole  amount 
thereof  shall  have  been  redeemed  ;  and  lastly,  af- 
ter such  redemption,  to  the  purchase,  at  its  mar- 
ket price,  of  any  other  stock  consisting  of  the  Debt 
of  the  United  States,  which  may  then  remain  un- 
redeemed ;  and  such  pnrohas^  as  far  as  the  fund 
shall  at  any  time  extend,  shall  be  made  within 
thirty  days  next  after  each  day  on  which  a 
terly  payment  of  interest  on  the  Debt  of  the  ^-., 
ed  States  sliall  become  due,  and  shall  be  made  by 
a  known  agent,  to  be  named  by  the   "''  " 


e  thousand  twv  hua- 


Sbc,  8.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  all  fu- 
ture purchases  of  Public  Debt  on  account  of  the 
United  States,  shall  he  made  at  the  lowest  [aice 
at  which  the  same  can  be  obtained  by  open  pur- 
chase, or  by  receiving  sealed  propwals,  to  be 
opened  in  the  presence  of  th9  Commissioners,  or 
persons  authorized  by  them  to  make  piuchases, 
and  the  persons  making  such  proposals. 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  quar- 
ter-vearly  accounts  of  the  application  of  the  said 
fund  shall  be  rendered  for  settlement,  as  other 
public  accounts,  accompanied  with  returns  of  the 
sums  of  the  said  Debt,  which  shall  have  been  from 
time  to  time  purchased  or  redeemed ;  and  full  and 
exact  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Com- 
missioners, including  a  statement  of  the  disbnne- 
ments  which  shall  have  been  made,  and  of  the 
sums  which  shall  have  been  purchased  or  re- 
deemed undn  theit  direction,  and  specifying  dates, 
prices,  parties,  and  places,  shall  be  hiid  before  Con- 
gress within  the  first  fourteen  days  of  each  ses- 
sion which  may  ensue  the  present,  during  the  exe- 
cution of  the  said  trust. 

Approved,  May  8, 1792. 

An  Act  making  altcnlions  in  the  Tieuniy  and  War 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  there  be  an  accountant 
to  the  Department  of  War,  who  shall  be  chuged 
with  the  settlement  of  all  accounts  relative  to  the 
jmy  of  the  Army,  the  subsistence  of  officers,  boun- 
ties to  soldiers,  the  expenses  of  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Detriment;  and  who  shall  report,  from  time  to 
time,  all  such  settlements  as  shall  have  been  niade 
by  him,  for  the  inspection  and  revision  of  the  ac- 


coimting  officen  of  tb«  Treasury;  and-tke  ttii 
accountant  shall  also  be  chaiged  with  the  smk- 
ment  of  ail  claims  for  personu  service  antboriid 
by  the  act  of  thb  Congiess,  of  the  27th  of  Marek 
last,  aiid  of  all  military  claims  lodged  in  the  Uk 
office  of  the  Paymaster  Oeneral  and  Comaii- 
sioner  of  Army  accounts,  which  are  not  foreeloseJ 
by  the  acts  of  Itmitaiion  of  the  late  Congreaa,  aad 
he  shall  report,  from  time  to  time,  all  aiich  xeole- 
menta  as  have  been  made  by  him.  for  the  inspec- 
tion and  revision  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Tm- 
sury.  The  compensation  of  the  said  i 
shall  be  a  yearly  salary  of  oi      '  ' 

dred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted.  Thai  ik 
Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes  shall  disburse  all 
such  moneys  as  shall  have  been  previoualy  ordatd 
for  the  use  of  the  Department  of  War,  by  wa^ 
rants  from  the  Treasury ;  which  disbimemaiD 
shall  be  made  pursuant  to  warrants  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  countersigned  by  the  accaontaU. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jitrther  ettacted,  Tlttt  that 
be  a  Paymaster  to  reside  near  the  headqaarten  rf 
the  troops  of  the  United  Stales.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  Paymaster  to  receive  fnM 
the  Treasurer  all  the  moneys  wliich  ahall  be  ■- 
trusted  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  payitig  the  p^, 
Che  arrears  of  pay,  subsistence,  or  lora^  dna  ta 
the  troops  of  the  United  States.  That  he  ihd 
receive  the  pay  abstracts  of  the  Paynuatars  ot  ik 
several  regiments  or  corps,  and  compare  the  laflic 
with  the  returns  ot  muster-rolls,  which  shall  ac- 
company the  said  pay  abstracts.  That  he  *haO 
certify  accurately,  to  the  commanding  officer,  tkc 
sums  due  to  the  respective  corps,  which  shall  have 
been  examined  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  thercca 
issue  his  warrant  on  the  said  Deputy  Paymasta 
for  the  payment  accordingly.  Tlut  copies  of  all 
reports  to  the  commanding  officer,  ana  the  wai- 
rants  thereon,  shall  be  duly  tiansiaitleid  to  the 
office  of  the  accountant  of  the  War  DepartmeaL 
in  order  to  be  there  examined  and  finally  adjusted 

the  Treasury.  That  the  said  Payaiutei  shall 
give  bond  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  doUata, 
with  two  sufficient  sureties,  for  the  bithful  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  and  he  shall  take  an  oath  Cailh- 
fully  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office.  That  the 
compensation  to  the  said  Paymaster  shall  be  sixty 
dollars  monthly,  with  the  same  rations  andfotuc 
--"ajor.  , 

4.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted.  That  no  as- 
signment of  pay,  made  after  the  first  day  of  /one 
next,  by  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  pritatc^ 
shall  be  valid. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  TbttaU^nt- 
chases  and  contracts  for  supplyiDs  the  Amy  wid 
provisions,  clothing,  supplies  m  the  Q,uartennB>- 
ter's  department,  military  stores,  Indian  goods,  and 
all  other  supplier  or  articles  for  the  use  of  the  D«- 
{wrtmeni  of  War,  be  made  by  or  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Treasury  Department 

Sec-  6.  And  be  it  Jm^ter  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  direct  the  siipei^ 
intendence  of  the  collection  of  the  duties  or  im- 
post and  tonnage  as  he  shall  judge  best.  That 
the  present  office  of  assistant  to  the  Secretary  ttf 
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the  Treasury  be  aboUshed,  ud  thai  iaKtead  there- 
of there  be  aa  officer  to  th«  Department  of  the 
Tf  easury,  to  be  denomioued  CommiasioBer  of  tbe 
R«Tenue,  who  Rbalt  be  chared  with  superiatend- 
iitg,  nndar  tbe  direction  of  the  BesA  of  the  De- 
partment, the  collection  of  the  other  levenuea  of 
the  United  States,  and  shall  execute  sach  other 
serrices,  b«iiig  conformable  to  die  coosiitRtira)  of 
tbe  Depaiunent,  aa  shall  be  directed  by  the  Secre- 
Uuy  of  the  Tieasaiy.  That  the  eompeDsatioD  of 
the  said  Commiuioner  shall  h»  a  Nlarf  of  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollEus  per  aDWHn. 

Sbc  7.  AtidbeitJvrtkeretiMUd^'DMiii.erwr 
case- of  anaccoDBtw  elaim  not  finaJhr  adjusteJ, 
upon  which  the  present  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
aury,  as  Audiwr,  may;  have  decided,  it  thail  be  the 
duty  of  the  Cominiiaionet  of  the  Rerenuej  and  of 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treaswiy,  finally  to  adju«t  the 
aam* ;  and  in  ease  of  disagiveiaent  beiwe^t  the 
said  Conuniuio'ner  and  Auditor,  tbe  decision  at 
the  Attorney  Oeoeral  shall  be  final 

Src.  &  Jad  be  itfutther  eaacUd,  That,  in  uaat 
of  the  death,  abwnce  from  the  Seat  of  Govern' 
ment,  or  sickness  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  or  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
War  Department,  or  of  any  officer  of  either  of  the 
said  Departments  whose  appointment  is  not  in  the 
ha«d  tfaaree^  wbereby  Ik^  caaaat  pcribnn  the 
dttlies  of  their  taH  raqieotive  ottces,  it  iball  be 
lawAd  fcr  tin  Pneidem  af  tbe  United  Btates,  in 
caae  he  shall  think  it  neceraary^  to  authorixe  8«y 
person  or  persons,  at  his  discretion,  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  said  respeotive  offices  until  a  suc- 
cessor be  ajiBointe^  or  until  suoh  absence  ot  ina- 
bility by  sicKuess  shall  cease. 

Sac.  9.  Aiut  be  it  JUrther  enacted.  That  the 
foims  of  keeping  and  rendering  ^1  public  accounts 
whatsoerer,  shall  be  piescriMd  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Treasury. 

Sbc.  10.  And  be  \t  Jiviher  enaded,  That,,  in 
addition  to  the  compensations  allowed  to  ' 
Comptrdler,  Auditor,  Tre««ir«r,  and  Repat—  - 
the  Treasurf,  by  the  "Act  Ibr  establishing  the 
salaries  of  the  Sxeoutive  officers  of  Qovemment, 
their  assistants  and  clerks,"  and  to  the  Attorney 
General,  by  the  "  Act  for  allowing  certain  com- 
pensations to  the  Judges  of  the  Supieme  and  other 
Cotuts,  and  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,''  th«  said  officers  respectively  shall  be  al- 
,  lowed  the  following  Tearlr  smns.  viz  i  the  Comp- 
troller four  hundred  dollan;  the  Auditor  four 
hundred  dollars;  the  Treasurer  four  hundred  dol- 
lais;  the  Regbter  five  hundred  dollan;  the  At- 
torney Qenem  four  hundred  dollars. 

Ssc.  11.  And  be  it  JurtKer  aiacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  antborized  to  have 
two  principal  clerks,  each  of  whom  to  hare  a 
salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  and 
that  the  salary  of  the  chief  clerK  ,of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  be  at  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars per  year. 

Sbc.  is.  And  be  ^further  enacUd,  That  the  re- 
striction on  the  clerks  of  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  so  far  as  respects  the  carrying  on  of  any 
trade  or  business,  other  than  in  the  funds  or  debts 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  an;  State,  or  any  kind 
Sd  CoH.— 45 


of  jnUie  preperty,  be  abolished,  and  that  sncli  r^ 
stfictian,  so  Jar  as  respects  the  f^nds  or  debts  of 


sioners  of  Loans,  and  lo  all  penoDs  employed  i 
their  respeotire  offices,  aad  to  all  officers  of  the 
United  States  concerned  in  the  collection  or  di»- 
bursnottM  of  l^e  revenues  thereof,  under  the 
penalties  prescribed  in  the  eig^hdi  section  of  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  Xo  establish  the  Treasury 
DepBTtment,"  and  the  provisions  relative  to  the 
officers  in  the  Treasury  Deparnneot.  contained  in 
the  "Act  to  estabUsh  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,"  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  extended  and  ap- 
plied to  tbe  Ctmnussioner  of  the  Revenue. 
Approved,  May  8,  179S. 

n  Act  nuking  certain  appropriations  therein  spedGed. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c^  That  there  be  zranted  and 
appropriated  the  foUowing  sums  for  the  following 
purposes,  to  wit :  For  the  discharge  of  a  balance 
to  the  Commissioners  appointed  nnder  Ac  act  of 
Congress  of  the  fifteenm  of  March,  one  Aousond 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-fire,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ei^ty-teven  dollars  and  eighty-eight 
ceste ;  for  additMnal  salary  to  the  ftrst  ckrk  of  Ute 
Comminionere  for  settlipf  accounts  between  the 
United  Staea  and  indiTidual  States,  one  hundred 
and  e^ty-eeven  dollaraand  ninety-one  cents ;  foi 
defraying  the  expense  lA  staling  and  printing  cer- 
tain pubuc  acconnts,  pursuam  to  the  order  of  the 
House  of  Hepcesentatives  of  the  thirtieth  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one,  eight  hundred  dollars;  for  disehargine  the 
accounts  of  officers  of  the  Cmirte  of  the  l^ited 
Stales,  jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  Ibnd 
herelofofe  appropriated,  sevmteen  thonsand  dol- 
lan (  lor  making  good  deficiencies  in  fbrmer  ap- 
propiiations,  for  defraying  the  expense  of  the 
ennineratitHi  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  four  thousand  nx  hiudred  and  ninety-five 
dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents;  fos  dieehai^ing  certain 
accounts  agaiast  the  Treasury  Department,  to  the 
end  of  the  fear  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one,  mdading  a  nun  of  six  hundred  dollars 
for  foniisbuig  the  supervisors  of  the  revenue  with 
screw  presses,  seals,  and  other  articles,  one  thou- 
sand nue  hundred  and  fif^-five  dollars  and  sixty- 
one  cents;  for  a  balance  due  to  Lieutenant  John 
Freeman,  of  (he  tatoMarylaad  Hne,  on  aoeount  of 
subsistence  for  the  years  oie  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred andeij^ty-twff,  and  one  thousand  seven  huH<- 
died  and  eighty-three,  forty-one  dollan  and  seven- 
ty-five cents;  for  compensation  to  the  clerks  of 
the  aeting  Commissioners  of  Army  acconnts,  and 
contingencies  of  his  office,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  Iwenty-nioe  doUarsand  sixteen  cents; 
for  additional  compenattion  to  the  Doorkeepers  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  putanajjt  lo  a  reso 
lution  of  the  House  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  March 
last  seven  hundred  dollars;  for  the  dischaige  of 
such  demands  against  the  United  States,  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  ascer- 
tained and  admitted  in  due  coarse  of  settlement  at 
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the  Treasury,  and  trhieh  aie  of  a  obIbk,  accord- 
ing to  the  tuage  thereof,  to  reouire  payment  in 
specie,  five  thousand  dollars.  AU  which  said  sums, 
amounting  together  to  thirtv-four  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ninety-scTen  dollars  and  ninetv  cents, 
shall  and  may  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  following, 
any  or  all  of  them,  namely :  the  surplusses  which 
may  remain  of  appropriations  heretofore  made, 
after  satisfying  the  purposes  of  such  appropria- 
tions; moneys  whicn  have  been  paid  into  the 
Treasury  in  consequence  of  balances  which  have 
been  foimd  due  from  individuals,  relating  to  trans- 
actions prior  to  the  present  Oovemment  of  the 
United  States;  the  surplus,  not  heretofore  appro- 
priated, of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonn^e. 
which  accrued  to  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety -one. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  xtjiirlher  enacted^  That  so  much 
of  the  aforesaid  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  which  accrued  to  the  end  oftheyear 
one  thousand  seven  himdred  and  ninety-one,  as 
umj  be  necessary,  diaU  be  and  is  hereby  appro- 
priate!, in  addition  to  the  provision  heretofore 
made,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  which  shall 
have  been  incurred  m  the  execution  of  the  act  for 
nisiiMr  and  adding  another  regiment  to  the  Mili- 
tarv  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
making  ikrther  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers,  within  the  limits  of  the  sum  of  three 
himdred  and  twelve  thousand  six  hundred  and 
«ighty-eix  dollars  and  twenty  cents  thereby  au- 
thorized; and  towards  reimbursing  any  titims 
which  majr  have  been  bwrowed,  or  advances  of 
money  which  may  have  been  obtained  for  that 
purpose. 

8ec.  3.  And  be  it  furihtr  enacted,  That  a  sum 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  provi- 
sion heretofore  made,  be  appropriated  to  defray 
any  expense  which  may  be  mcnrred  in  relation  to 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  Sutes  and 
foreign  nations,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
whioh  may  be  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, and  to  be  applied  under  the  direction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who,  if  ne- 
censary,  is  authorized  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States  the  said  snm  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars;  an  account  of  the  expenditure  whereof, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  shall  be  laid  before  Congress. 

ApptOTed,  May  8, 1792. 


An  Act  la  piori4e  iat  a  Ci^iptr  coinage. 

Be  it  enaeUd,  fc.  That  the  Director  of  the 

Mint,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 

United  States,  be  authorized  to  contract  fin*  and 

Enrchase  a  quantity  of  copper,  not  exceeding  one 
ondred  and  fifty  tons ;  ancT  that  the  said  Director, 
as  siton  as  the  needful  preparations  shall  be  made, 
cause  the  copper  by  him  purchased  to  be  coined 
at  the  Mint  into  cents  and  half  cents,  pursuant  I( 
the  "Act  establishinc  a  Mint  and  regulating  thi 
Coins  of  the  United  Slates ;"  and  that  the  sai( 
cents  and  half  cents,  as  they  shall  be  coined,  be 
piud  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  thence 
to  is«ue  into  circulation. 
Sao.  2.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That,  after 


the  expirxtion  of  six  calendar  months  &om  Ac 
time  wheD  there  shall  have  been  paid  into  the 
Treasury  by  the  said  Director,  in  cenis  aiul  half 
cents,  a  sum  not  less  than  6Stj  thousmnd  doUan, 
which  time  shall  forthwith  be  announced  by  the 
Treasurer  in  at  least  two  gazettes  or  newspuen, 

lUblisbed  at  the  Seat  of  the  QovemmeDt  «  the 
United  Stales  for  the  time  being,  no  copper  eoiai 
__  pieces  whatsoever,  except  the  said  cent*  aad 
half  cents,  shall  pass  current  as  moneyj  or  shall  be 
paid,  or  off'ei«d  to  be  paid,  or  received  in  p«yineM 
for  any  debt,  demand,  claim,  matter,  or  tkiag 
whatsoever ;  and  all  copper  corns  or  piece^  eccep 

'  !  said  cents  and  half  cents,  which  shall  De  poiii 
offered  to  be  paid  or  received  in  payment  am- 
trary  to  the  prohibition  aforesaid,  shall  be  forfeited; 
and  every  person  by  whom  any  of  them  ahall  hart 
been  so  paid,  or  oflered  to  be  paid,  or  received  it 
payment,  shall  also  forfeit  the  sum.of  ten  dollan; 
and  the  said  forfeiture  and  penalw  shall  and  may 
be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  for  the  benrft  of 
any  person  or  persons  by  whom  informatioB  d 
the  incnrring  thereof  shall  have  been  giren. 
Approved,  May  8, 179S. 


An  Act  far  ngnlatiBf  piocewes  in  the  Cowta  t/  Ike 
United  State*,  and  providing  compenaalisB  br  tha 
officers  of  tha  said  Coniti,  *nd  fin  jnnin  and  wilDMM*. 
Be  it  enacted,  if  c,  That  all  writs  and  processes 
issuing  from  the  Supreme  or  a  Circuit  Court,  shall 
bear  teste  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  3apreme 
Court  (or  if  that  office  shall  be  vacant)  of  the  As- 
sociate Justice  next  in  precedence,  and  all  writs 
and  processes  issuing  from  a  Distnci  Court  sitall 
bear  teste  of  the  Judge  of  such  Court  (or  if  that 
office  shall  be  vacant)  of  the  clerk  thereof,  which 
said  writs  and  processes  shall  be  under  the  seal  of 
the  Court  from  whence  they  issue,  and  signed  by 
the  clerk  thereof.  The  seals  shall  be  provided  at 
the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
form  of  writs,  ejecutions,  and  other  process,  ex- 
cept their  style  and  the  forms  and  modes  c^  pro- 
ceeding in  suits,  in  those  of  Common  Law,  shall  be 
the  same  as  are  nowused  in  the  said  Courts  respect- 
ively, in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  met  to 
regulate  processes  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States;"  in  thoseof  Equity  and  in  those  of  Admi- 
ralty and  Maritime  jurisdiction,  according  to  the 
principles,  rules,  and  usages,  which  belong  to  Courts 
of  Equity  and  to  Courts  of  Admiralty  respectively, 
as  contra-distinguished  from  Courts  of  Cranmon 
Law ;  except  so  far  as  may  have  been  provided  for 
by  the  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  subject,  however,  to  such  altera- 
tions and  additions  as  the  said  Courts  respeetiTeiy 
simll,  in  their  discretion,  deem  expedient,  or  tosocn 
regulations  as  (he  Supreme  Coutl  of  the  Unittd 
Slates  shall  think  proper  from  time  to  time  by  role 
to  prescribe  to  any  Circuit  or  District  Court  coo- 
ceming  the  same :  Protrided,  That,  on  judgments 
in  any  of  the  cases  aforesaid,  where  different  kinds 
of  executions  are  issuable  in  succession,  a  capiat 
ad  tatitfaciendum  being  one,  the  jdaintifir  shaD 
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hftTi  hu  e]«cti«n  to  take  out  «  capiat  ad  tatitfa- 
cimibtm  in  the  fint  iastance. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  fiiriher  enacted.  That,  from 
and  afler  the  passjng  of  this  act,  the  fees  ana  com- 
pensatioDs  to  the  seTeral  officers  uti  other  persons 
ItereiDafter  men ti  (Hied,  shall  be  as  follows ;  that  is  to 
«f :  To  the  Marshals  of  the  several  districts  of  the 
United  Slates,  for  the  service  of  any  writ,  war- 
rant, atlachiDent,  or  process,  in  ChaDcety,  on  each 
person  named  itt  the  same,  two  deUars ;  for  his 
tnrel'  oat  in  serving  each  writ,  warrant,  attach- 
ment, or  process,  aforesaid,  Sve  cents  per  mile,  to 
be  CMOpQted  from  the  place  of  service  to  the  Court 
where  the  writ  or  process  shall  be  retamed  ;  and 
if  more  persons  thm  one  are  named  therein,  the 
travel  shall  be  computed  from  the  Court  to  the 
place  of  service  which  is  mosC  remote,  additig 
thereto  the  extra  travel  aecessarv  to  serve  it  on 
the  other:  Provided,  That  the  fee  for  travel,  where 
there  is  one  person  named  in  «ach  writ,  warrant, 
attachment,  or  process,  shall  in  no  case  exceed 
■even  dollars;  and  when  there  are  moie  than  one 
the  fee  for  extra  travel  shall  not  exceed  one  dol- 
lar above  seven  dollars  lor  each  person.  For  each 
bail-bond,  fifty  cents }  for  selling  goods  and  vessels 
coiidemned,  and  receiring  and  paying  the  numey, 
three  per  cent.)  for  every  commitment  or  disoharge 
of  a  prisoner,  fifty  cents ;  for  summoBUig  vitneMea, 
where  he  does  ii,  each,  thirty  cants ;  for  snmmon- 
ias  a  grand  or  petit  jury,  each,  three  dollars:  Pro- 
vMed,  That  in  those  States  where  jurors,  by  the 
laws  of  the  State,  are  drawn  by  constables  or  other 
officers  of  corporate  towns  or  places  by  lot,  the 
Marshals  shall  receive  lor  the  ose  of  such  oonsta- 
Ue  or  officers  the  fees  allowed  for  sumtBoningiu- 
ries;  for  attending  the  Supreme,  Circuit,  or  Dis- 
trict Courts,  five  doUars  p«r  day,  and  at  the  rate  of 
ten  cents  jper  mile  for  bis  expenses  nod  time  in 
traveling  irom  the  place  of  his  abode  to  either  of 
the  said  Courts ;  for  levying  an  execution,  and  (or 
all  other  servicea,  not  herein  enumerated,  such  fees 
or  compensation  as  ate  allowed  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  where  the  services  shall  be 
rendered.  To  the  cleik  of  the  Supreme  Coart  of 
the  United  States,  ten  dollars  per  day  for  bis  at- 
iMtdance  in  Cour^  and  for  his  other  serviees  in  dts- 
chargins  the  duties  of  bis  office,  doable  the  fees  of 
the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  State  ii 
which  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
sbatl  be  holden.  To  the  clerk  of  the  Duslrict  and 
Circuit  Courts  such  fees  in  each  State  respective- 
ly as  are  allowed  in  the  Supreme  Courts  of  the 
same;  nnd  five  doUars  per  day  f<ur  his  attendance 
on  any  Circuit  or  District  Court,  and  at  the  rate 
of  ten  cents  per  mile  for  his  expenses  and  time  in 
traveling  from  the  place  of  his  abode  to  either  of 
the  said  Courts.  And  in  ca&e  anv  clerk  of  a  Court 
of  the  United  Stales  shall,  in  discnargingtbeduties 
of  his  office,  perform  any  kind  of  service  which  is 
not  performed  by  the  clerks  of  the  Courts  of  the 
State,  and  for  which  the  laws  of  the  State  make 
DO  allowance,  the  Court  in  which  sucb  service 
shall  be  rendered  may  allow  a  reasonaUe  c<mpen- 
salion  therefor.  To  each  grand  and  petit  joror,  fifty 
cents  per  day  for  attending  in  Court,  and  for  tm- 
rding  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  every  mile  from 


their  respective  places  of  abode  to  the  place  where 
the  Court  is  hela,  and  the  like  allowance  for  re- 
turning. To  witnesses  summoned  in  any  of  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States  the  same  compensa- 
tions in  each  State  respectively  as  are  allowed  in 
the  Supreme  Courts  of  the  same.  To  the  Attor- 
ney of  the  United  States  for  the  District,  such  fees 
in  each  State  respectively  as  are  allowed  in  the 
Supreme  Courts  of  the  same,  and  also  the  like 
compensation  for  traveling  as  is  above  allowed  to 
the  clerk  of  the  District  end  Circuit  Courts- 


be  allowed  sucb  compensation  therefor  as 
the  Court  may  judge  reasonable.  And  there  shall 
be  paid  to  the  Maishsl  the  amount  of  the  expense 
for  fuel,  candles,  and  other  reasonable  contingen- 
cies, that  may  accrue  in  holding  the  Courts  within 
his  District,  and  providing  the  oooks  necessary  to 
record  the  proceedings  thereof;  and  such  amonnt 
I  also  the  compensations  aforesaid,  to  the  grana 
-ad  petit  juror^  to  the  witnesses  summoned  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Court  for  bis  attendance ;  to  the  clerks 
of  the  District  and  Circnit  Courts  for  their  travel- 
iag  and  attendance  ;  to  the  Attorney  of  the  Dis- 
trict for  traveling  to  Court ;  to  the  Maishal  for  his 
attendance  at  Court ;  for  summoniiu:  grand  and 
petit  jurors  and  witnesses  in  behalf  ofany  prisoner 
to  be  tried  for  a  capital  offence^  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  prisoners  confined  in  jad  for  any  criminal 
oSenee,  and  for  the  commitment  or  disebara«  of 
such  prisoner,  and  also  the  legal  fees  of  the  Clerk, 
Aitomejr,  and  Marshal,  in  crmiinal  prosecutions, 
shall  be  included  in  the  account  of  the  Marshal; 
and  the  same  having  been  examined  and  certified 
by  the  Court,  or  one  of  the  Judges  of  it.  in  wiiich 
the  service  shall  have  been  rendered,  shall  be  p«s»- 
ed  in  the  usual  manner  at,  and  the  amount  iherecrf' 
paid  out  of.  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  Marshal,  and  by  him  shall  be  paid  over  to  the 
persons  entitled  to  the  same,  and  the  Marshal  shall 
be  allowed  two  and  a-^talf  percent  on  die  amount 
by  him  so  paid  over,  to  be  diaiged  in  his  future 


imfeied  against  the  defendant  be  shall  lie  sub- 
jest  to  the  payment  of  costs ;  and  on  every  con- 
viction for  any  other  offence,  not  capital,  the  Court 
mar,  in  their  discretion,  award  that  the  defendant 
shHll  pay  the  costs  of  prosecution.  And  if  any  in- 
former  or  plaintiff,  on  a  penal  statute,  to  whose 
benefit  the  penalty,  or  any  part  thereof,  if  recovered 
is  directed  by  law  to  acciue,  shall  discontinue  his 
suit  or  prosecution,  or  shall  be  non-suit  in  the  same, 
or  if,  upon  trial,  a  verdict  shall'  pass  for  the  defend- 
ant, the  Court  shall  award  to  the  defendant  his 
costs,  unless  iaeh  informer  or  plaintiff  be  an  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States,  speciallv  authorized  to 
commence  such  prosecution,  and  tne  Court  before 
whom  the  aetion  or  information  shall  be  tried.shall, 
at  the  trial  in  op«i  Court,  certify,  upon  record,  that 
there  was  reaaonaUe  oatise  for  commencing  the 
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aune,  n  which  cue  no  costs  sbaU  be  adjudged  to 
tlte  defendant. 
Sec.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  Tees 

and  compensatioas  to  the seveni  officeHaudperaons 
hjeiein  b«ibre  roeatioiied,  othei  than  ihoce  which 
are  above  directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treatur)' 
of  tha  Uoited  Staie&j  ihall  be  recoTered  in  like 
manner  as  the  fees  or  the  officers  of  the  Stales  le- 
Bpectively  for  like  services  arc  recovered. 

SjBc  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai,  if  any 
officer  herein  before  mentioued,  ur  bia  de  pat;, shall, 
by  leasMi  or  color,  of  his  office,  wilfully  and  cor- 
niptly  demand  and  receive  any  greaUr  fees  than 


thereof  in  any  Court  of  the  United  Sutes,  forfeit 
and  pay  a  fine  not  esceeding  five  hundred  dollars, 
or  be  imprisoned  not  ezceeoing  six  months,  at  the 
dUcietiou  of  the  Court  before  whom  the  convic- 
tion shall  be. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  ti  farther  enacted,  That  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congreas,  entitled  "^Aji 
act  to  continue  in  fotce  for  a  limited  timcL  an  act 
passed  at  thefirstsessionofCooKresi,  entitled 'An 
act  to  regulate  processec  in  Ua  Courts  of  the 
United  States  j"  and  also  another  act  paased  at  the 
last  Ke«siouaf  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  providing 
compcnsBCioos  foe  th9  officer*  of  the  Judicial  Courts 
of  the  United  States  and  for  jurou  and  witnesses 
and  for  other  purposes,"  b»  and  the  same  are  her«> 
by  repealed. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  H  further  auuieii,  That  it  shall 
be  ihe  duly  of  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  forthwith  to  tranaiatt  to  itw 
clerks  of  the  several  Circuit  Courts  the  form 
of  a  writ  of  error,  to  be  approved  by  any  two  of 
Ihe  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  asd  it  shall 
be  hiwful  fac  the  clerks  of  the  said  Circuit  Courts 
to  issue  writs  of  error  agreeably  to  such  fomu. 
as  nearly  as  (he  case  may  admit,  under  the  teal 
of  the  said  Circuit  Courts,  returnable  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  the  same  nanner  as  the 
clerk,  of  (he  Sunreme  Court  mav  issue  such  writs, 
ia  pursuance  of  the  ^ct,  entillea  "  An  act  lo  esta- 
bli^  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  Stales." 

Ssc.  10.  And  be  itfurtker  enacted  That  it  alwU 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  clerks  of  the  District 
aitd  Circuit  Courts,  in  the  absence,  oi  in  case  of 
the  disability,  of  the  Judges,  to  take  recivnizanoee 
of  s{»ecial  bad,  cfe  bene  eue,  in  any  actioa  depending 
in  either  of  the  said  Courts,  and  also  the  aflidavits 
of  all  surveyors  relative  to  their  reports,  uid  to 
administer  oaths  to  all  oersons  identjfyiBg  papers 
found  on  board  of  vessels  or  elsewhere,  u  be  used 
on  trials  in  Admiralty  causes. 

Sec.  U.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  all 
suits  and  actions  in  any  District  Court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  which  it  shall  appear  thai  the  Judge 
of  such  (Jourt  is,  any  ways,  concerned  in  inleresl, 
or  has  been  of  counsel,  for  either  party,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  such  Judgc^  on  applicstion  of  either 
partv,  to  cause  the  tact  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes 
of  the  Court,  and  also  (o  order  au  authenticated 
cc^y  thereof,  with  all  the  proceedings  in  such  suit 
or  action,  to  be  forthwith  certified  to  the  next  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  District,  which  Circuit  Court 
shall,  theieapcw,  take  cogBizaiica  thereof  in  the 


likeiMmiw^wifitbaAbeeaoHgipaUTComnrwne<d 
in  that  Court,  and  shall  proc«ed  to  hear  and  da- 
termine  the  sanw  acootdingly. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  UJurllter  enacted.  Thai  all  the 
records  and  proceedings  of  the  Couit  of  Appnk 
heretofore  appoiated,  previous  to  the  adoptun  cf 
the  present  Coaetiuitioii,  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  SUMi^  who  is  Weby  anthorisad  and  dt 
rected  to  give  copies  ot  all  aocb  records  and  pto- 
ceedings,  to  any  person  requiring  and  paying  ttm 
the  same,  in  like  maoner  as  copies  of  the  rerards 
and  other  proceedings  oi  the  said  Court  sue  by 
law  directed  to  be  ^ven :  which  copies  shall  hava 
like  faith  and  credit  as  all  other  {Koceedings  of  the 
said  CoqrL 

Approved,  May  8, 1762. 

An  act  mors  B&ctnallj  to  {novide  for  tlM  NatioDal  De- 
fence, bj  establishing  an  Qniform  Hj^^tbroo^hiHit 
the  Uniled  Slates.  " 

Be  it  emacted,  ^  That  each  and  erety  Iree 
able-bodied  wliile  male  citizen  of  the  lespeotiTe 
StatesL  rcudent  therein,  who  is  or  shall  baof  iIm  a^ 
of  eighseen  yean,  and  under  the  ace  of  forfy-fiw 
years,  (exc^  as  hereinafter  eicepted)  shall  sev«- 
rally,  and  lespeetiTely,  be  enrolled  in  the  Militia 
by  we  C^aCain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  com- 
pany, within  whose  bounds  such  citizen  shall  re- 
side, and  that  within  twelve  months  after  the 
passing  of  this  act.  And  it  shall  at  all  times  here- 
after M  the  duty  of  every  such  Captain  or  com- 
TnaTwting  officer  of  B  compauy,  toenrol  everr  such 
cilizai,asafaTeBaid,  and  also  those  who  shall,  fttan 
time  to  time,  arrive  at  the  age  of  eightwn  years^ 
or  being  of  the  aee  of  eighteen  years  and  aader 
the  age  of  forty-ove  years  (excnrt  as  before  ez- 
c^tM)  shall  come  to  reside  wiinin  bis  boonds; 
and  sull  without  delay  noti^  such  citizen  of  the 
said  enrolateut,  by  a  proper  non-com  mitdoned 
officer  of  the  company,  by  whom  svcb  notice  mar 
be  proved.  That  e'very  citizen,  bo  enroBed  and 
notified,  shall,  within  six  months  thereafter,  jao- 
vide  himself  with  a  good  musket  or  firelock,  a  suf- 
ficient bayonet  and  belt,  two  snare  flints,  and  a 
knapsack,  a  pouch  with  a  boz  therein  to  ooatain 
ikot  less  than  twenty-four  cartridges,  suited  to  the 
boi«  of  his  mu«kel  or  firelock,  each  cartridge  to 
contain  a  proper  quantity  ot  powder  and  bwl;  or 
with  a  good  rifl&  knapnck,  shot-pooch  and  pow- 
der-horn, twenty  ooUs  suited  to  the  DOre  oi  his  rill^ 
aad  a  quarter  [tf  a  pound  of  powder;  and  shall  ap- 
pear, so  armed,  accoutred,  aad  provided,  when 
called  out  to  exercise  or  into  semce,  except,  that 
when  called  out  im  ccsnpany  days  (o  exercise  only, 
he  ma^  a[qiear  without  a  knapsack.  That  the 
commisaioaed  officers  shall  severally  be  armed  with 
a  sword  or  hanger,  and  espontoon ;  and  thaL  from 
and  after  five  years  from  the  |«saing  of  this  act, 
all  muskets  for  arming  the  Mibtia  as  is  herein  re- 
quired, shall  be  of  bores  soffictent  for  bath  of  the 
eighteenth  part  of  a  pound;  and  every  citizen  so 
(enrolled,  and  providing  hinuelf  with  the  arms,  am- 
mwutioa,  and  Bcc     '  .     .       - 

shaU  htdd  the 


nts,  r^uiredas  aforesaid, 
ipied  from  all  swis,  fia- 
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tresses,  execations,  or  sales  fbr  (tebt,  or  for  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes. 

Sbc.  8.  Atul  be  afitrAer  enacted,  That  the 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States;  die  officers, 
iodicisl  and  Eiecudre,  of  the  OoTemment  of  (he 
United  States;  the  members  of  both  Huoses  of 
Congress,  and  their  respective  rfScers ;  all  eustCFm- 
hoose  officers,  with  t&eir  clerks;  all  post-officers, 
■nd  stage-drivers,  iriio  are  em^ojed  ia  the  care 
«Bd  conveyance  of  the  mail  of  the  Post  Office  of 
the  Cnitea  Stales;  all  ferry-men  employed  at  any 
ferry  on  the  Post  Roads ;  all  inspectors  of  ex- 
ports; all  pilots;  all  mariDeTsactnalfy  employed  in 
the  sea-service  of  any  citizen  or  merchant  within 
tbe  United  Stales;  and  all  persons  who  now  are 
or  may  hereafter  be  exempted  by  the  laws  of  the 
respective  States,  shaQ  he,  and  are  hereby  exempt- 
ed fiom  MUitia  dui^,  Qotwitbstanding  their  being 
«bove  the  a^  of  eighteen,  and  under  the  age  of 
forty-five  years. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  '^Jurffta- enacted,  That,  within 
Mie  year  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Militia 
cfthe  res]>eetiTe  States  Aall  he  arranged  into  di- 
Tisiviu,  brkades,  raiments,  battalions,  and  com- 
panies, as  the  Ijcgislature  of  each  State  shall  direct; 
and  each  division,  brigade,  And  regiment,  shall  be 
Bvmbered  at  the  formmiion  ibereM;  and  a  record 
ibede  t^such  numbers  in  the  Adjutant  General's 
office  in  the  State;  and  vrhen  in  the  field,  or  in 
service  in  the  State,  each  division,  brigade,  and 
te^ment  rfiall,  respectively,  take  rank  according 
to  their  nnmbers,  reckonmg  the  Erst  or  lowest 
ttwnber  highest  in  rank.  That  if  the  same  be  c 
renient,  each  brigade   shall   consist   of  four 

K'  nents ;  each  regmient  of  two  battalions ;  each 
ttaUonof  five  companies;  each  company  of  six- 
ty-fonr  privates.  That  the  said  Militia  shall  be 
cfficerea  by  the  respective  State^  as  follows:  To 
each  division,  one  Major  General  and  two  Aids- 
de-Camp,  with  the  mnk  of  Major ;  to  each  bri- 
gwle,  one  Biig»dtei  General  with  otoe  Brigade  In- 
■peetM,  to  serve  also  as  Br^ade  Major,  with  the 
nmkof  a  Mi^or;  to  each  resiment,  one  Lieatenant- 
Cotonel  Commandant;  and  to  each  battalion,  (me 
Major ;  to  each  eompaay,  otte  Captain,  one  Lien- 
tenant,  one  ^uign,  feur  sergeants,  four  Corporals, 
one  Drimimer,Bnd  one  Pifer  or  Bugler.  That  there 
shall  be  a  regimental  stafi^  to  consist  of  one  Adju- 
tant, and  one  Cluartermaster,  to  rank  as  Lieute- 
nants ;  one  Paymaster ;  one  Surgeon,  and  one  Sur- 
tfeonVMale ;  one  Se^reant-Hajor ;  one  Drom- 
S(N<n',  and  one  Fife-Uajor. 

Sso.4.  AndbeitjKrllter  eaaOed,  That  ost  ef 
tlMMilitiaenniUed,as  is  herein  directed,  there  shall 
be  formed  fer  each  battalion,  at  least  one  eompany 
of  gicnadicra,,  light  infantry,  cm  riflemen;  ana  that 
to  each  diviiion  there  shall  be,  at  least,  one  com- 
pany of  artillery,  and  one  troop  of  horse.  There 
ahau  be  toeaehcompanyof  artillery,  one  Captain, 
two  Lieutenants,  four  Sergeants,  tour  Corporals, 
six  Gunners,  six  Bombardiers,  one  Drummer,  and 
one  Fifer.  The  officers  to  be  armed  with  a  sword 
or  hanger,  a  fiisee,  bayonet  and  belt,  with  a  car- 
tridge box  to  contain  twelve  cartridges :  and  each 
private  or  matrost  shall  furnish  himself  with  all 
the  equipments  of  a  private  in  the  infantry,  until 


wapet  ordnance  and  field  artiUery  is  provided. 
There  shall  be  to  each  troop  of  horse  one  Cap- 
tain, two  Lieutenants,  one  Cornet,  fear  Sergeants, 
four  Corporals,  one  Sadler,  one  Farrier,  and  one 
Trumpeter.  The  cDminissioned  (Officers  to  finish 
themselves  vriih  good  horses  of,  at  least  fourteen 
bands  and  an  hali  hich,  and  to  be  armed  with  a 
sword  and  pair  of  pistols,  the  holsters  of  which  to  be 
covered  with  bearskin  caps.  Each  dragoon  to 
furnish  tunuelf  with  a  serviceaMe  horse,  at  least 
fourteen  bands  and  an  half  high,  a  good  saddle, 
bridle,  mail-pinion,  and  valise,  holsters,  and  a 
bteast-plale  and  crupper,  a  pair  of  boots  and  spurs, 
a  pair  of  pistols,  a  safrre,  and  camidge  box  to  con- 
tarn  l*elTi:  cartridges  fot  pistols.  Tbat  ach  com- 
pany of  artillery  and  troop  of  horse  shall  be  form- 
ed of  volunteers  from  the  Migade.at.tne  discretion 
of  the  Ct)mmander-in-Chief  of  the  State,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  company  each  to  a  regiment, nor  more 
in  number  than  one-eleventh  part  of  the  infhntnr, 
and  shall  be  nniformly  clothed  in  reKimentak,  to 
be  fuhilshed  at  tbelt  owii  expense:  the  color  aUd 
fhshion  to  be  determined  by  the  Brigadier  com- 
mandine  the  brigade  to  which  thev  belong. 

Sbc.  B.  And  heitftaiher  enacted^  That  eafth 
battalion  and  regiment  shall  be  provided  with  the 
State  and  regimental  colors  by  the  field  officers, 
and  each  company  with  a  dnmi  and  fife  or  bugle 
horn,  by  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  company, 
in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  of  the  respect- 
ive States  shall  direct 

Bec.  6.  And  be  «  further  enacted.  That  Aere 
shall  be  an  Adjutant  General  appointed  in  each 
State,  whose  dnty  it  shall  be  to  distribute  all  or- 
ders from  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State 
to  the  several  corps ;  to  attend  all  public  review^ 
wiien  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Stat»  shall 
review  the  MUitia,  Or  ajiy  part  thereof;  to  obey  all 
orders  frsm  him  relative  to  carrying  into  execn* 
tion  and  perfecting  the  system  of  military  ^sclp- 
line  established  by  this  act;  to  furnish  blank  forms 
of  different  returns  that  may  be  required,  and  to 
explain  the  principles  ofi  which  they  should  be 
made;  to  receive  from  the  aeverJ  officers  of  the 
different  corps  throughout  the  State,  returns  of  die 
Militia  under  their  command,  reporting  the  actual 
situation  of  their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammu- 
nition, their  delinquencies,  and  every  other  thidg 
which  relates  to  the  general  advancement  of  good 
order  and  discipline.  All  which,  the  several  offi- 
cers of  the  divisions,  Grigades,  regiments,  and  ba(- 
t^ions,  are  hereby  ream  red  to  make  in  the  uMal 
manBA,  so  Hiat  the  said  AdjntUt  Qeneral  may  be 
duly  furnished  therewith.  From  all  which  reloma 
he  shall  m^e  proper  abstracts,  and  lay  Aa  Mune 
annually  before  the  Craamander-iB-Chicf  of  the 
Stale. 

Sec.  7.  AtkL  be  itjitrfher  tnaOcd,  That  the  rules 
of  discipline  approved  and  eataUiahed  by  Con- 

Sess,  in  their  resolution  of  the  twenty-ninth  of 
arch,  1T79,  ^mII  be  the  rules  of  disciidine  to  be 
observed  by  the  Militia  throughout  the  United 
States,  except  such  deviations  from  the  said  rulei, 
as  may  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  requisitioni 
of  this  act,  01  by  some  other  unavoidable  circuio- 
stances,    it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commanding 
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officer  at  eveir  mtuter,  whether  by  batulicoi,  regi- 
meni,  ot  Bingle  eompaiif,  to  cause  the  Militia  to 
be  exercised  and  ana  trained  agreeably  to  tbe  said 
rules  of  discipline. 

Sbc.  fl.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  all  com- 
missioned officers  shall  uke  rank  according  to  the 
dale  of  their  comniissions ;  and  when  two  of  Che 
same  grade  beat  an  equal  date,  then  their  rank  to 
be  determined  by  lot,  to  be  drawn  by  them  before 
the  couunandiog  officer  of  the  bri^de,  regiment, 
bsttalion,  comDanjr,  or  detachment. 

Sec  9.  Asid  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
persop,  whether  officer  or  soldier,  belonging  to  the 
Militia  of  amr  Stale,  and  called  out  into  uie  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  be  wounded  or  disabled 
while  in  actual  service,  he  shall  be  taken  care  of 
and  provided  for  at  the  public  expense. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  itjwkher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  dutv  of  the  Brigade  Inspector  to  attend  the 
legimental  and  iMttalion  meetings  of  the  Militia 
composing  their  several  brigades,  during  the  lime 
of  their  being  under  arms,  to  inspect  ueir  arms, 
ammunition,  and  accoutrements ;  superintend  theii 
exercise  and  manauvres,  and  introduce  the  sys- 
tem of  military  discipline  before  described  throiuh- 
out  the  brigade,  agreeably  to  law,  and  such  orders 
as  they  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  the 
Commander-in-Chiefofthe  State;  to  make  returns 
to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State,  at  least  once 
in  every  year,  of  the  Militia  of  the  brigade  to 
which  ne  belongs,  reporting  therein  the  actual 
situation  of  the  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammuni- 
tion of  tbe  several  corps,  and  every  other  thing 
which,  in  his  judgment,  may  relate  to  their  go- 
Tenimenl  and  the  general  advancement  oigooA 
order  and  military  discipline;  and  tbe  Adjutant 
General  shall  make  a  return  of  all  the  Militia  of  the 
8tate,tothe  Commander-in-Chief  of  thesaid  State, 
and  a  duplicate  of  the  some  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

And  whereas  sundry  corps  of  artillery^  cavalry, 
and  infantry,  now  exist  in  several  of  thesaid  States, 
which,  by  the  laws,  cDstomsj  oi  usages  thereof, 
have  not  been  incorporated  with  or  subject  to  the 
general  regulations  of  the  MiUtia— 

Sec.  II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  such  corps 
retain  their  accustomed  privil^es,  subject,  never- 
theless, to  all  other  duties  r^uired  by  this  act, 
in  like  manner  with  the  other  Mililia. 

Approved,  May  8, 1792. 

An  Act  iMpaoting  IheGvvenuMnt  of  theTenitoriMof 
(ha  United  8tat«t  Northwest  and  South  of  dw  Biver 
Ohio. 

Be  U  enaded,  ^,  That  the  laws  ot  the  Territo* 
ry  Nortkweat  ctf  th«  rive^  Ohio,  that  have  been  or 
hereaAer  may  be  enacted  by  the  Governor  and 
Jadfes  thereof,  shall  be  printel  tuder  the  direction 


of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  two  hundred  copsea 
thereof,  toother  with  ten  sets  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  Slates,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  said  Go- 
vemor  and  Judge^  to  be  distributed  amnng  the 
inhabitants,  for  tbetr  information;  aaid  that  a  like 
number  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales  aball  be 
delivered  to  the  Governor  and  Judges  of  the  Tei- 
rilory  Southwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it/trlker  enacted,  That  the  Go- 
vernor and  Judges  of  the  Tenitory  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authoriied 
to  repeal  their  laws  by  ihem  made,  whensoever 
the  same  may  be  found  to  be  improper. 

Sec.  3.  Jnti  be  it  further  enatied.  That  the  cfi- 
cial  duties  of  the  Secretaries  of  thesaid  Territones. 
■hall  be  under  the  ccmtrol  of  such  laws,  as  ar«  or 
may  be  in  force  in  the  said  Territories. ' 

Sbc.  1.  And  be  itfiaiher  enacted,  That  any  one- 
of  the  Supreme  or  Superior  Judges  of  the  nid 
Territories,  in  the  absence  of  the  otbei  Judges,  ^all 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  hold  a  Court. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaOtd,  That  the  Se~ 
crelary  of  State  provide  ^oper  seals  for  tte  sere-  . 
ml  and  respective  public  offices  in  the  said  Teni- 

Sec.  6.  A3id  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  the 
limitation  act,  passed  by  the  Governor  and  Judges 
of  the  said  Territory,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  seven  himdred  and  ugl^y- 
eight,  be  and  hereby  is  disapproved. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  U further  eiuuted,  That  the  ex- 

SLses  incurred  by  John  Cleves  Symmes  aiMi 
orge  Turner,  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  said  Ter- 
ritory, in  sending  an  express,  and  in  purchasing  a 
boat  to  go  the  Circuit,  in  the  vear  ope  ihou^id 
seven  hundred  and  ninety,  shall  be  liquidated  b^ 
the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  and  paid  ont  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  May  8, 1792. 

Jtetohed,  fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury cause  to  be  provided,  for  the  use  of  the  sere* 
ral  collectors  in  the  United  States.  prinKd  clear- 
ances, on  the  back  whereof  shall  be  a  pvinted 
account  of  the  methods  which  have  been  found  to 
answer  for  obtaining  tresli,  from  salt  water,  and  of 
constructing  extempore  stills,  of  such  implemeats 
as  are  genially  on  board  of^  every  vessd,  with  a 
recommendation,  in  all  casesj  wtiere  they  shall 
have  occasion  to  resort  to  this  expedient  for  ob- 
taining water,  to  publish  the  result  of  their  trial  in 
some  gazette,  on  their  return  to  the  United  State&^ 
or  to  communicate  it  for  publication  to  the  cffieeof' 
the  Secretary  of  State,  u  order  that  others  may, 
by  their  success,  be  encouraged  to  mak«  samilar 
trials,  and  be  benefited  by  any  improvonenla,  or 
new  ideas,  wUch  may  occur  to  them  ir " — 

Approved,  May  8, 1702. 


>y  Google 


U07 


APPENDIX. 


AeU  ef  Caagnt. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  SECOND  CONGRESS. 


Bt  it  aUKted,  fc^  That  shipi  or  ressels  which 
(hall  have  been  registered  by  vittue  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  registering  nod  clearing  tbs- 
aels,  regulating  the  coutiog-trade,  and  for  other 
nuipoaes,"  and  tboae  which,  ail«r  the  last  day  of 
llaxeh  next,  (halt  be  registered  pursuant  to  this 
act,  and  no  other,  (except  mch  as  xhal]  be  duly 
qualified  according-to  law  for  carrying  on  the 
coaedng-tnule  and  fiaheries,  or  one  of  them,)  shall 
be  denominated  and  deemed  ships  or  Tessels  of 
the  United  States,  entitled  to  the  benefits  and  pri- 
Til^es  araiertaining  to  such  ships  or  renels: 
Proiidtd,  That  they  shall  not  continoe  to  enjoy 
the  same  longer  than  they  shall  contitine  to  be 
wholly  owned  and  to  be  commanded  by  a  citizen 
oi  citizens  of  the  said  Stales. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  Jvriher  maeUd,  That  ships 
or  Tessels  built  within  the  United  Sutes,  whether 
before  OI  after  the  fourth  of  July,  oae  thousand 
■even  hundred  and  seTcntV'Siz,  and  belonging 
irttoUy  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof,  or  not 
built  within  the  said  States,  but  on  the  sixtaentfa 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  htm- 
dred  and  eigj'ty'^une,  belonging,  and  thencefotth 
continuing  to  belong,  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  there- 
of and  snipe  or  Te^eb  which  niay  hereafter  be 
captured  in  war  by  such  citizen  or  citizens,  and 
lawfally  condemned  as  prize,  or  which  have  been 
OI  may  be  adjudged  to  be  forfeited  for  a  breach  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  being  wholly  owned 


by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof  and  no  other,  mar 
be  registered  as  hereinaAer  directed:  Promdea, 
That  no  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  entitled  to  be  so 
i^isteredj  or,  if  registered,  to  the  benefits  thereof, 
if  owned  m  whole  or  in  part  by  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  who  UBoally  resides  in  a  foreign 
connlry,  durm^^  the  continnaitce  of  such  residence^ 
tmleas  snch  citizen  be  in  the  capacity  of  a  Conscil 
of  the  United  States,  or  an  agent  for,  and  a  partner 
in,  some  house  of  trade  or  co-partnership,  consist- 
ing of  citizens  of  the  said  States,  actually  carrying 
oa  trade  within  the  nid  States:  And  promded, 
fiaihtr,  That  no  ship  oi  vessel  built  within  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  said  sixteenth  day  of 
Hay,  which  was  not  then  Awned  wholly  or  in 
part  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  Statee, 
shall  be  capi^e  of  being  registered,  by  virtue  of 
any  transfer  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  which  may 
hereafter  be  made,  unless  by  way  of  prize  or  for- 
feiture: Proeided,  ntvaihdat,  That  this  shall 
not  be  construed  to  wevent  the  renslering  anew 
of  any  ship  or  vessd  which  wa*  bdbre  registered 
pnrsiant  to  the  act  before  mentioned. 


8>c.  3.  Aatd  ht  itAtrtkertnaeUd,  That  every 
I  hereaiur  to  be  registered,  (exc^ 


shiporrewel ,^ 

as  ts  hereinafter  provided,)  shall  be  roistered  by 
the  collector  of  the  district  in  whieh  shall  be  com- 
prehended the  pm  to  wbkh  saeh  ship  or  vessel 


shall  belong  at  the  time  of  her  registry,  which 
port  shall  be  deemed  to  be  that  at  or  nearest  to 
which  the  owner,  if  there  be  but  one,  or,  if  more 
than  one,  the  husband  or  actiog  and  managing 
owner  of  such  ship  or  vessel  ustully  resides ;  and 
the  name  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  and  of  the 
port  to  which  she  shall  so  belong,  shall  be  painted 
on  her  stern,  on  a  black  groan^  in  white  letters, 
of  not  less  than  three  inches  in  length;  and  if  any 
ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States  shall  be  found 
witnoiu  having  her  name  and  the  name  of  the 
port  to  which  she  belongs  painted  in  manner 
aforesaid,  the  owner  or  owners  shall  forfeit  fifty 
dollars,  one-half  to  the  person  giving  the  informa- 
tion thereof,  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  Uikited 
Sutes. 

Bttc.i.  Andbeit/ttrUitrenaaed,  That,inordei 
to  the  registry  of  any  ship  or  veesel,  an  oath  or 
affirmation  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed  by  the 
owner,  or  by  one  of  the  owners  thereof,  before  the 
officer  authorized  to  make  such  registry,  who  is 
hereby  empowered  to  administer  the  same,  de- 
clarini,  according  to  the  best  of  the  knowledge 
and  belief  of  the  person  so  swearing  or  affinning, 
the  name  of  such  ship  or  vessel  her  burden,  the 

Elace  where  she  was  buUt,  if  built  within  the 
loited  States,  and  the  year  in  which  she  was 
built,  and,  if  built  within  the  United  States  before 
the  said  sixteenth  da^  of  May,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-nine,  that  she  vras  then  owned, 
wholly  or  in  part,  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  Sutes;  and,  if  not  built  within  the  said 
States,  that  she  was,  on  the  said  sixteenth  day  of 
Hay,  and  ever  since  hath  continued  to  be,  the  en- 
tire property  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  or  that  she  was,  at  some  time  posterior  to 
the  time  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  {^specify* 
ing  the  said  timej  captured  in  war  by  a  citizen  or 
citizens  of  the  said  States,  and  lawfully  condemned 
as  prize,  [producing  a  copy  of  the  sentence  of 
condemnation,  authenticated  in  the  usual  forms,] 


that  she  has  been  adjudged  to  be  forfeited  for  a 
oreach  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  [pro- 
ducing a  like  copy  of  the  sentence  whereby  she 
shall  have  been  so  adjudged,]  and  declaring  his  or 
her  name  and  place  of  abode,  and,  if  he  or  she  be 
the  sole  owner  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  that  such 
is  the  case ;  or,  if  there  be  another  owner  or  other 
owners,  that  there  is  or  are  such  other  owner  or 
owners,  specifying  his,  her,  or  their  name  or 
names,  and  place  or  places  of  abode,  and  that  he, 
she,  or  they,  as  the  case  may  be,  so  swearing  or 
affirming,  is  or  are  citizens  of  the  United  States; 
and,  where  an  owner  resides  in  a  foreifp  country, 
in  Ine  capacity  of  a  Consnl  of  Che  United  States, 
or  as  an  agent  for,  and  a  partner  in,  a  house  or  co- 

Krtnership,  consisting  oi  citizens  of  the  United 
ates,  ana  actually  carrying  on  trade  witbin  the 
United  States,  that  such  is  the  case,  and  that  there 
is  no  subject  or  citizen  of  any  foreign  Prince  or 
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Stale,  directly  ct  indirectly,  by  my  of  trust,  con- 
fidence, oi  otbemise,  iatetested  Id  such  ship  (» 
vessel,  01  in  the  profits  or  issues  thereof,  and  thai 
the  master  oi  commandet  thereof  is  a  citizen, 
naming  the  said  ma^er  or  commander,  and  stating 
the  means  whereby,  or  manner  in  which  he  is  so 
a  citizen ;  and.  in  case  any  of  the  matlers  of  fact 
in  [he  said  oatn  or  affiiiaation  alleged,  which  shall 
be  within,  the  knowledge  of  the  patty  so  sweu ing 
ot  affirming,  shall  not  be  tru&  there  shall  be  a  for- 
feiture of  ine  ship  or  Tessel,  together  with  her 
'  a  respect  to  wliich 
le,  or  of  the  ralue 
thereofl  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  of  the 
person  by  whom  such  o&ch  or  affirmation  shall 
hare  been  made:  Provided,  aiieay*,  That  if  the 
master  or  person  having  the  cbarge  ol  command 
of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  wimin  the  district 
afaiesaid  when  application  shall  be  made  for  re- 
gistering the  same,  he  shall  himself  make  oath  or 
affirmation,  instead  of  the  said  owner,  toocbiog 
his  being  a  citizen,  and  the  means  wherebr,  or 
ounner  m  which,  he  is  so  a  citiiesi  in  wnich 
case,  if  what  the  said  master  or  person  having  ibe 
said  charge  or  command  ahall  so  swear  «  affirm 
shall  not  be  true,  the  forfeiture  aforesaid  shall  not 
be  incurred,  but  he  shall  himself  forfeit  and  pay, 
by  reason  thereof,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lus:  And  provided  fialiier^  That,  in  the  case  of 
a  ship  or  vessel,  built  wilhm  th«  United  States 
prior  to  the  sixteenth  day  of  May  aforesaid,  which 
was  not  then  owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  but  which,  by  virtue  of  a  transfar 
to  such  citizen  or  citizens,  shall  have  been  rois- 
tered pursuant  to  the  act  before  mentioned,  the 
oath  or  affixmation  hereby  required  shall  and  may 
be  varied,  according  to  the  truth  of  the  case,  as 
often  as  it  shall  be  requisite  to  grant  a  new  regis- 
ter for  such  ship  or  vesseU 

8sc.  5.  And  be  ii  further  enaettd,  That  it  ihsll 
be  the  duty  of  every  owner,  resident  within  the 
United  States,  of  any  ship  or  vessel  to  which  a 
certificate  of  registry  may  be  granted  (in  case 
there  be  more  tlun  one  such  owner)  tc 
to  the  collector  who  may  have  g'rauted 
a  like  oath  or  affirmation  with  Uiat  hereinbefore 
directed  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  by  the  owner, 
on  whose  ajnilicalion  such  certificate  shall  have 
been  gnmten,  and  within  ninety  dava  afler  the 
same  may  have  been  so  granted ;  which  oath  or 
affirmation  may,  at  the  option  of  the  parly,  be 
taken  and  subscribed,  either  before  the  said  col- 
lector, or  before  the  collector  of  some  other  dis- 
trict, or  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  or  a  District 
Court  of  the  United  States,  or  of  a  Superior  Court 
of  oHginal  jurisdiction  of  some  one  or  the  States; 
and  it  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall  not  be  taken, 
subscribed,  and  transmitted,  as  is  herein 
the  certificate  of  registry  granted  to  such 
Tessel  shall  be  forfeit  and  void. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That,  before 
any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  registered,  she  shall  be 
measured  by  a  surveyor,  if  there  be  one,  or  by  the 

Sison  he  shall  appomt.at  the  port  or  {dace  where 
e  said  shin  or  vessel  may  be,  and,  if  there  be 
none,  by  such  person  as  the  collector  of  the  disr 


a  required, 
ich  ship  or 


trict  within  which  she  may  be  shall  ■pfraut,  ac- 
cording to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  lorty-uuid 
section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  prortfe 
more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  die  doiies 
i]iqx>sed  by  law  on  gnmds,  wares,  and  mercbaodiK, 
imported  mto  the  United  States,  and  on  ibe  tan- 
nage of  alripa  orrenda ;"  and  ^aaoeromenn 
by  whom  such  admeamreotent  shall  I 
shall,  for  the  information  oi,  and  aa  a  to 
the  officer  by  wbom  die  registry  is  to  be  ■ 
grant  a  oertificale,  apecifying  the  build  of  mA 
^ip  or  vestel,  her  number  of  decks  and  nwsta,  bet 
length,  breadth,  depth,  the  number  of  *oa»  ife 
measuKE,  and  such  other  putictdars  as  m«  ntmSa 


descriptive  oi  ine  uienuiv  oi  a  sufj  at  Tcnaci;  ^m 
■bat  her  nanw  and  the  place  to  wnich  sb«  \mumm 


>f  the  identitv  of  a  shi|;  or 
;  which 


«q(uicd^li 


are  painted  on  her  stern,  ii 
third  section  of  this  act: 
be  connter»gned  by  an  owner,  or  by  the  i 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  ot  by  oome  other  dcmb 
who  shall  attend  her  admeasuranaent,  m  behaif 
of  her  owBCT  or  ownen,  in  testimony  of  the  tiMh 
tk  Uie  particular*  therein  caotumd;  wiAam 
which  the  said  certifieatc  shall  not  be  Tslid;  bat, 
in  all  easts  when  a  ship  or  jveaA  baa  b«f(H«  beca 
registered  as  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  Uaiwd  SiaUi, 
it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  measure  her  anew  tot 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  another  regislef,  aaee^ 
such  ship  or  vessel  shidl  have  nsdtrgoae  soiBe 
alteration,  as  to  her  burden,  lubieqiKBt  to  Ike 
time  of  her  former  rtgiatry. 

Bao.  7.  Atid  be  itjvrtker  twctwL,  That^pte- 
vious  to  the  registry  of  any  ship  or  vend,  the 
husband  or  acting  and  managing  owner,  together 
with  the  master  thereof,  and  one  or  UMtB  aorMiM, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  colleotor  of  the  Jistwat, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  make  auch  re^patry,  shaU  b»- 
comc  bound  to  the  United  States,  if  socb  ship  m 
Tcosd  shall  be  of  burden  not  axe»edia«  fifty  nm, 
in  the  sum  of  four  handled  deUars;  if  of  bwika 
above  fifty  tons,  and  not  exceeding  one  hmdied, 
in  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  doUan;  if  of  baidn 
above  one  hundred  Umil  and  not  exoeeding  two 
hundred,  in  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  doUan; 
if  of  burden  above  two  hundred  tons,  and  bm 
exceeding  three  hundred,  in  the  s 


with  condition,  in  eoeh  case,  that  the  certifieaK 
of  iuch  registrv  shall  be  solely  used  for  the  shqt 
or  vessel  for  whieh  it  is  granted,  and  shall  not  be 
soU,  lent,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  to  any  peiwa 
or  persons  whomsoever;  and  that  in  case  such 
ship  or  vestel  shall  be  lost,  or  taken  by  aa  eaony, 
burnt,  or  broken  up,  or  shall  be  otherwise  pre- 
vented from  returning  to  the  port  to  which  abc 
may  belong,  the  said  certificate,  if  preaerved,  ibaU 
be  delivered  up  within  eight  days  after  the  anivat 
of  the  master  or  person  having  tb«  charge  oi  eOK- 
mand  of  svoh  ship  or  veaael,  within  aay  district 
of  the  United  Stales,  to  the  coUecMc  of  aacb  di»- 


sbaU  in 
the  whide, 
such  ship  ( 


ihase,  or  otherwise  bccoaw  entitlM  i* 
r  any  part  or  ahare  ol,  or  inloMt  m, 
vcmC  the  same  being  witbia  a  dia- 
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trict  of  tke  Uaited  Skates,  the  BtH  oertifioate  thall, 
i&  nek  case,  witfain  sereo  dafs  after  ssch  pm- 
chaae,  chaasc,  or  transfer  of  property,  be  deliTend 
up  to  the  collector  of  the  said  diairict;  and  th«l  if 
■By  *nch  pnicfaase.  obu^,  or  transfer  of  proBer- 
ty,  AdU  happea  wnm  such  ship  or  veecel  ^tali  be 
M  any  toteiga  port  or  place,  or  at  aea,  thes  the 
•aid  outaMt,  or  penon  having  the 
mand  tkcrecrf',  sBalt,  within  etfht  da^B  aAer  his 
arrival  within  any  dtalrict  of  Uie 'United  Stalec, 
ddirer  uf  At  ttai  eertificate  to  th«  collMtorof 
MKh  district;  and  erery  tuch  ent^ate, : 
vered  up,  shall  be  fwtbwith  tnuttmitted 
R^lrter  of  the  Tmmry.  to  be  caacdled.  Vim,  if 
the  same  dull  have  been  deliveied  np 
leetoi  other  than  of  the  diitriot  in  woi 
granted,  tfaall  caoBe  notice  of  sach  ddinry  t»  be 
^ren  to  the  coJkctot  of  the  said  district 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  or- 
der to  the  registry  of  any  ship  or  vesscj  vhidi, 
aAer  die  last  day  of  March  next,  shall  be  built 
vitMn  the  United  States  it  ihall  be  nMesBary  to 
yrsdnee  a  certificate,  under  die  hand  of  the  pnn- 
oipai  or  maatei'oarpenteT,  by  whom  or  onder 
wboM  diiectinn  the  said  ^p  or  veasd  AtXi  ban 
It,  testifying  dwt  ah*  Was  built  by  him, 
nis  direetur  '-'  ——"<-■—-  -'      ■ 


»r  nnda  his  direetioo,  and  cpeeiiying  the  plaoi 
where,  the  time  wbcn^  and  the  penon  or  penoni 
for  vhooi,  «ad  describing  her  build. 


penons 

,  number  of 

depth,  torn 


pth,  tonnam, 
e  niu^tyde- 


,  .  .1  descnbins  her  bi 

decks  and  masts,  lei^th,  beadth, 
knd  aueh  other  eiMumstanecs 

Beri^iTe«rtheidentityof«sh ,  

oerli£cate  shall  be  sadniieat  to  amhorite  the  re- 
moval  «f  a  tiew  veesel  from  the  disttiet  wfaoc 
rite  oaay  be  built  to  another  district,  in  the  same 
or  an  adjoining  State,  where  tke  mraer  or  mmers 
actually  reside,  prorided  it  be  with  ballast  only. 

Sbo.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
■everal  matiets  herein  before  required  haTi&e 
been  complied  with,  in  order  to  the  reoisterit^  trf* 
any  ship  or  rcssel,  the  collector  of  the  district 
«oiapreheiidinv  the  port  to  which  she  shall  be- 
long, shall  main  and  keep,  in  eomC  proper  hook, 
a  record  or  re^stry  thereof,  and  shall  grant  an 
abstraei  or  cwtificate  vi  ssch  record  or  n^stry, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  in  ihe  form  following: 

"  In  pumancc  of  an  act  of  the  Cooeiess  of  the 
United  States  of  Amenca,  entitled  'An  act  con- 
eeming  the  registering  and  recording  «f  shipe  ot 
vessels,'  [inserting  here  the  name^  oconpatipn,  and 
plaee  of  abode  oT  the  pciBOD  br  whom  the  oadi 
or  affirmation  aforesaid  shall  dare  been  made,] 
haring  taken  or  sabseribcd  die  oath  (or  affirm- 
ation) required  by  the  said  act,  and  kannfr  swom 
(or  amnned)  that  he  (or  she,  and  if  nore  ttian 
ose  owner,  adding  ihe  words  "together  with,"  and 
the  name  or  names,  occupation  w  oooupations, 
plaee  or  places  of  abode,  of  the  other  .owner  or 
owners)  is  (or  are^  the  only  owner  (M  owners)  of 
(he  ship  or  Teiiel  called  the  [iosNling  here  W 
name]  of  [inserting  here  the  port  to  which  ^ 
nay  belong]  whereof  [inecrting  here  the  aave  of 
the  master]  is  at  p-esant  ntaeter,  and  is  a  eitizan 
of  the  Untied  States,  and  that  the  said  idiip  or 
retsel  was  ^inserting  We  when  and  where  tailt] 
and  [insaning  here  the  name  and  oOee,  if  any,  tn 


the  persiMi  by  whom  she  shall  hare  been  surrerad 
or  admeasured]  haruig  certified  thai  the  said  Ehip 
or  ressel  has  [inserting  here  the  number  of  decks] 
and  [inserting  h«n  the  number  oi  masts]  and  that 
her  leflgth  is  [inseRiBg  here  the  number  of  feet] 
her  brMidlh  [inserting  hne  tlie  number  of  feet] 
Iter  dnidi  [inserting  heie  the  nuMber  of  feei]  and 


i inserting  here  her  number  of 
esntbing  here  the  parcieular 
kian  of  TesseL  whedier  ship,  briganth^,  snow, 
schooner^  sloop,  or  whatever  else,  (i^ther  with 
her  build,  and  specifying  whether  she  has  u»y,  or 
no  gallery  or  head]  and  the  said  [naming  the  own- 
er, or  tke  master,  or  other  person  acting  in  behdf 
of  the  owner  or  owners,  by  irtiotn  (he  certificate 
of  adneaanrement  shall  hare  beea  countersigned 
as  aforesaid]  having  agreed  to  the  desc^don  aad 
admeastu-euacnt  abore  ^ecified,  and  sufficient  se- 
curity baring  been  giren,  according  to  the  sud 
act,  the  said  ship  er  reesd  hus  been  daly  regie- 
tered  at  Ike  port  i^  [nandng  the  sort  wfane  ri^is- 
tered.]  Qirca  under  my  hand  ana  seal,  oi  raamine 
the  said  port]  this  [inserting  tke  particiuar  dav] 
day  of  [naming  the  month]  in  the  vew  [specin- 
ing  the  number  of  the  year  in  wotos  at  length  r] 
Pnmded^  ThalifihetBttMeiorpeMoa  harmethe 
chafge  er  coUunand  of  nwh  ^p  ot  Teasel  eball, 
bimsM^  hart  made  oath  or  affirmation  toacbiag 
Ue  being  a  citucen,  the  worAw  of  the  said  eeitf 
fieate  sull  be  varied  so  as  to  he  eoaibrmable  to 
the  tmth  of  the  oaset  Andprmided,  That  where 
a  new  oettifieWe  of  registry  is  |^tcd,  in  cmea- 
^BOBce  of  any  transfer  of  u  shin  or  vessel,  die 
wDide  shall  be  so  varied  «e  to  reter  to  tke  format 
certiGoale  of  registry,  for  her  admeasurement. 

3x0.10.  Awile it fitrOmrenatted^  Thatitshall 
be  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuty  to 
cause  to  be  prepared  and  transmitted,  from  time 
to  timf^  ta  uie  eolleotots  of  the  sereral  £*triett, 
a  suffieieat  number  of  forms  of  the  said  cerdfl- 
cates  of  registry,  attested  under  the  smI  ^  the 
Treasory  tuid  the  hand  of  the  Reginer  thereof, 
with  proper  Uanks,  to  be  filled  by  die  safd  eoUeei- 
ors,  respeolively,  by  wliom  also  the  said  certiS- 
cates  slull  be  signed  and  sealed  beftre  they  shall 
be  issued)  aad  where  there  ia  a  naval  oasM  at 
port,  they  shdl  be  eonnterstgned  by  him; 
witete  there  is  a  sorveror,  bat  no  naval  offi- 
.__,  they  shall  be  countersigned  by  him;  and  a 
copy  ot  each  diall  be  traaemitted  to  the  said  Re- 
-ma,  who  shall  cause  a  record  ta  be  kept  o(  die 

Sbc  11.  And  be  itfiaiher  enacttd.  That  where 
any  eitizen  or  citiaeas  of  the  Uaitad  States  ^fell 
pnrchaie,  or  become  owner  or  ownen  t^asy  stup 
or  vessel  endded  to  be  registered  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  such  shut  or  vessel,  being  within  any  disoiet 
other  than  the  Mie  in  which  he  dr  they  asuatly 
reeide,  snch  shm  or  veuel  shall  be  entitled  10  be 
registered  by  the  colieetor  of  the  district  where 
such  ship  or  vessel  may  be  at  the  time  of  his  or 
their  beeomuu  owner  or  owners  thereof  upon  his 
or  their  oami^ing  vrith  the  provisions  herein  be- 
fore prescribed,  in  order  to  the  reg[istry  of  ships  or 
vessels]  And  tne  oath  or  affirmation  which  is  re 
quired  to  be  taken  may,  at  the  opden  ef  suck  am- 
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er  or  owners,  be  taken  either  before  the  collector 
of  the  district  comprehending  the  port  to  irhich 
such  ship  or  vessel  may  belong,  or  before  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  within  which  snch  ship 


teta,  Tlial  wheaever  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  at- 
rive  within  the  district  eompreheading  the  port 
to  which  such  ship  or  res.sel  shall  belong,  the  cer- 
tificate of  registry,  which  shall  hare  been  obtain- 
ed as  aforesaid,  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the  col- 
lector of  such  district,  who,  upon  the  reqaiiites  of 
this  act  in  order  to  the  registry  of  ships  or  Tessels 
being  complied  with,  shul  grant  a  new  one  in 
lieu  of  the  first;  and  the  certificate  so  delivered 
up  abaU  forthwith  be  returned  by  the  collector 
who  shall  receive  the  same,  to  the  collector  who 
shall  have  granted  it:  and  if  the  said  fitst  men- 
tioned certificate  of  registry  shall  not  be  delivered 
up  as  above  directed^  the  owner  or  owners,  and 
the  master  of  such  uup  or  vessel,  at  the  time  of 
her  said  arrival  within  uie  district  compreheading 
the  pott  to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  may  belong, 
shall,  severally,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hnndred 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit;  and 
the  said  certificate  of  registry  shall  be  thenceforth 
void.  And  in  case  any  of  the  matters  of  fMt  in 
the  said  oath  or  affirmation  alleged,  which  shall 
be  within  the  knowledge  of  the  party  so  swearing 
or  affitming,  shall  not  be  true,  there  shall  be  a  for- 
feiture of  the  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  her 
tackle,  furniture,  and  appvel,  in  req»ect  to  which 
the  same  shall  have  been  made,  oi  of  the  value 
thereof,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  of  the 

Erson  by  whom  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall 
re  been  made:  Provided^  alaiayi,  That  if  the 
master  or  person  having  the  chaive  or  command 
of  such  shiD  or  vessel,  shall  be  wiUiin  the  dismct 
aforesaid  wneu  application  shall  be  made  for  re- 
gistering the  same,  he  shall,  himself,  make  oath 
or  affirmation,  insU^d  of  the  said  owner  touching 
his  bein^  a  citizen,  and  the  means  wnerebv,  or 
manner  m  which,  he  is  so  a  citizen;  in  wnich' 
case,  if  what  the  said  master  or  person  having  the 
said  charge  or  ctmunand  shall  so  swear  or  affirm 
.k.ii  «^(  j^  true,  the  forfeiture  aforesaid  shall  not 


Sec.  13.  And  be  itJwOier  enacted,  That  when 
any  ship  or  vessel,  entitled  to  be  regisleted,  pursu- 
ant to  this  act,  shall  be  purchased  by  an  a^nt  or 
attorney  for,  or  on  account  of  a  citizen  or  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  such  ship  or  vessel,  being  in 
a  district  of  the  United  States  more  than  fifty 
miles  distant  taking  the  nearest  usual  route  by 
land,  from  the  one  comprehending  the  port  to 
which,  by  virtue  of  such  purchase,  and  by  force 
of  this  act,  such  stupor  vessel  ought  to  be  deemed 
to  belong,  it  shall  be  lawfUl  for  the  collector  of 
dte  distnct,  where  such  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  required,  npoot  the  application  of  such 

rtt  or  attorney,  to  proceed  to  the  registering  of 
said  ship  or  vessel,  the  said  agent  or  attorney 
first  comi^ying,  on  behalf,  and  in  the  stead  of,  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof;  with  the  requisites  .pie- 


scribed  by  thia  act  in  order  to  die  Kgisttr  oT  sh^ 
or  vessels,  except,  that  in  the  oath  or  affirmatieB, 
which  shall  be  taken  by  the  said  agent  or  attcr- 
ney,  instead  of  swearing  or  affirming  that  he  is 
[  an  owner  of  such  ship  oi  vessel,  he  shall 
affirm  thai  he  b  agent  or  attoraey  for  dw 
unuBi  <j(  owners  thereof,  and  that  he  bath  bona 
pde  purchased  the  said  snip  or  reaael  for  the  per- 
son or  persons  whom  he  shall  name  and  deaeiihe 
as  the  owner  or  owners  thereof :  Fnmded^  tuvtr- 
(heUtt,  That  whenever  such  ship  or  vessel  shall 
arrive  within  the  district  comprehending  the  pett 
to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  bdong,  the  cer- 
tificate of  registry,  which  dull  have  b«eD  obtained 
BB  aforesaid,  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the  ci^ecUi 
of  such  district,  who,  upon  the  requisites  of  this 
act,  in  order  to  the  registry  of  thipa  or  venels.  be- 
ing coropUed  with,  slull  grant  a  new  ope,  in  lieD 
of  the  first;  and  the  certificate,  so  delivered  up^ 
shall  forthwith  be  returned  by  the  colkctor,  who 
shall  transmit  the  same  to  the  collector  who  shall 
have  granted  it.  And  if  the  said  first  meniicatwt 
certificate  of  registry  shall  not  be  delirered  up,  at 
above  directed,  ute  owner  or  owners,  and  the  maatar 
of  such  ship  or  vees^  at  the  time  of  her  said  aiii- 
val  within  the  district  comprehendinjg  the  port  to 
which  she  may  belong,  shall,  severally,  fcrieit  the 
sum  of  one  hnndred  (Ullars,  to  be  recovered,  with 
costs  of  suit,  and  the  said  certificate  of  registry 
sh^  be  thenceforth  void.  And  incaae  anyof  tM 
matters  of  lact  in  the  said  otih  or  affirm^on  al- 
leged, i^ich  shall  be  within  the  knowletteof  the 
party  so  swearing  or  affimung,  shall  not  l>e  One, 
there  shall  be  a  forfeiture  of  the  ship  or  reaad, 
together  with  her  tackle,  furniture,  and  appanl, 
in  respect  to  which  the  same  shall  have  been 
made,  or  of  the  value  thereof,  to  be  recovered, 
with  costs  of  suit,  of  the  person  by  whom  sneh 
oath  or  affirmation  shall  have  been  made :  Pro- 
vided^ tUviayi,  That  if  the  master,  or  person  bar- 
ing the  charge  or  command  of  such  stun  or  rend, 
shall  be  within  the  district  aforesaid,  when  apjdi- 
catioD  shall  be  made  for  registering  the  same,  he 
shall  himself  make  oath  or  affirmation,  instead  of 
the  said  agent  or  attorney,  touching  his  being  a 
citizen,  and  the  means  whereby,  or  maona'  ia 
which,  he  is  so  a  citixen ;  in  whic^  caa^  if  what 
the  said  master,  or  person  having  the  said  charge 
or  command,  shall  so  swear  or  affirm,  shall  not  m 
the  forfeiture  aforesaid  shall  not  be  incurred, 


Sec.  13.  And  be  itJurtKer  maded,  Tbi 
-"'  Ue  of  the  rcgistrr  of  any  ship  a 
e  lost  or  destroyed,  or  mislaid,  the  _ 
t  person  having  the  charge  or  ccannmM 
,  may  make  oath  or  affirmation,  before  the 
ir  of  the  distnct  where  such  ship  or  rend 


^ ,  Thatifthe 

eertifiaate  of  the  rcgistr 
shall  be  lost  or  '"' —  ' 

thereof,  may  n: 

collector  of  thi. ,„  .. 

shall  first  be  aAer  such  loss,  destrQedtm,  or  mia- 
laying,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  adminiater  the 
same,  which  oath  or  afemation  shall  be  of  the 
form  following :  "  I  finserttng  hen  the  name  of 
the  person  swearing  or  affirming]  being  ma  Mil 
[or  having  the  cha^  or  command]  of  the  stop 


t  veaael,  called  the  {mserting  the  name  of 
veoKl]  do  awear  (or  affirm)  that  the  said  stiq 
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▼eMel  b&tti  bMO,  u  I  verily  belicre,  regiBtered, 
aocoiding  to  law,  by  the  name  af  [iaseiting  again 
the  name  of  the  veseel]  and  that  a  certificate  there- 
of was  granted  by  the  collector  of  the  district  of 
[naminK  the  district  where  registered]  which  cer- 
tificate has  been  lost  [or  destroyed,  or  oninteii- 
tionalty  ^jid  bv  mere  accident  mislaid,  as  the  case 
may  be]  and  [except  where  the  certificate  is  al- 
leged to  hare  been  destroyed]  that  the  same,  if 
found  again,  and  within  my  power,  shall  be  de- 
livered up  to  the  collector  of  uie  district  in  which 
it  was  granted."  Which  oath  or  affirmation  shall 
be  subscribed  by  the  party  making  the  same :  and 
upon  such  oath  or  affirmation  being  made,  and  the 
other  requisites  of  this  act,  in  order  tc  the  registry 
of  ships  or  vessels,  being  corniced  with,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  collector  Sf  the  district,  before  whom 
such  oath  or  affirmation  is  made,  to  grant  a  new 
register,  inserting  therein,  that  the  same  is  issued 
in  the  room  of  the  one  lost  or  destroyed.  But  in 
all  cases  where  a  register  shall  be  granted,  in  lieu 
of  the  one  lost  or  destroyed,  by  any  other  than  the 
collector  of  the  district  to  wbich  the  ship  or  vessel 
actually  belongs,  such  register  dall,  within  ten 
days  alter  her  first  arrival  within  the  district  to 
'which  she  belong  be  delivered  up  10  the  collector 
of  the  said  distnct.  iriio  sliall,  thereupon,  grant  a 
new  register,  in  lieu  thereof.     And  in  case  the 


foifeil  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  the  former  regis- 
ter shall  become  null  and  void. 

Sec,  14.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  when 
Siny  ship  or  vessel,  which  shall  have  been  regis- 
tered pursuant  to  this  act,  or  the  act  hereby  in 
part  repealed,  shallj  in  whole  or  in  part,  be  sold 
or  transferred  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  shall  be  altered  in  form  or  burden,  by 
bein^  lengthaied  or  built  upon,  or  from  one  de- 
noiDUation  to  another,  by  the  mode  or  method  of 
rigging  or  fitting,  in  every  such  cose  the  said  ship 
CH  vessel  shall  be  registered  anew,  by  her  former 
name,  according  to  the  directions  herein  before 
contained,  (otherwise  she  shall  cease  to  be  deemed 
a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,)  and  her 
former  certificate  of  registry  shall  be  delivered  up 
to  the  collector  to  whom  application  for  such  new 
registry  shall  be  made,  at  the  time  that  the  same 
shall  be  made,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  who  shall  cause  the 
same  to  be  cancelled.  And  in  every  such  case  of 
sale  or  transfer,  there  shall  be  some  instrument  of 
writing,  in  the  nature  of  a  hill  of  sale,  which  sliall 
recite,  at  length,  the  said  certificate,  otherwise  the 
nid  skip  or  vessel  shall  be  incapable  of  beins  so 
re^tered  anew.  And  in  every  ease  in  whicn  a 
ship  or  vessel  is  hereby  required  to  be  registered 
anew,  if  she  shall  not  be  so  registered  anew,  she 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  of  the  [ffivileges  or 
benefits  of  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States; 
and  further,  if  her  said  former  certificate  of  regis- 
tnr  shall  not  be  delivered  up  as  aforesaid,  except 
wnere  the  same  may  have  been  destroyed,  lost,  or 
unintentionally  miMid,  and  an  oath  or  affirmation 
thereof  shall  have  been  made  as  aforesaid,  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  for- 


Sec.15.  AndbeUJi^rthe^enacted,  That  when  the 
master  or  person  having  the  charge  or  command  of  a 
ship  or  vessel,  registered  pursuant  to  this  act,  or  the 
act  hereby  In  part  repealed,  shall  be  changed,  the 
owner  or  one  of  the  owners,  or  the  new  master  of 
such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  report  such  change  to 
the  collector  of  the  district  where  the  same  shall 
happen,  or  where  the  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  first 
be,  ai^r  the  some  shall  have  happened,  and  shall 
produce  to  him  the  certificate  of  registry  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  and  shall  make  oau  or  affirma- 
tion, showing  that  such  new  master  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  manner  in  which,  or 
means  whereby,  he  is  so  a  citizen ;  whereupon  the 
said  collector  shall  endorse  iqion  the  said  cenifi' 
cate  of  registry  a  memorandum  of  such  change. 
specifying  the  name  of  such  new  master^  and  shall 
subscribe  the  said  memorandum  with  nis  name, 
and  if  other  than  the  collector  of  the  district,  by 
whom  the  said  certificate. of  registry  shall  have 
been  granted,  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  the  said 
memorandimi  to  him,  with  notice  of  the  particO' 
lar  ship  or  vessel  to  which  it  shall  relate  j  and  the 
collector  of  the  district,  by  whom  the  said  certifi- 
cate shall  have  been  granted,  shall  make  a  like 
memorandum  of  such  change,  in  his  book  of  re- 
gisters, and  shall  transmit  a  cam  thereof  to  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury.  And  if  the  said  change 
shall  not  be  reported,  or  if  the  said  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shall  not  be  taken,  as  above  directed,  the  re- 
gistry of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  void,  and  the 
said  master,  or  person  having  the  charge  or  com- 
mand of  her.  shall  forfeit  ana  pay  the  snm  of  one 
hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  itfyrlhxr  enacted,  Tttat  if  any 
ship  or  vessel,  heretofore  registered,  or  which  sIibQ 
hereafter  be  registered  as  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  sold  or  transferred,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  bv  way  of.  trust,  eonfidencej  or  other- 
vrise^  to  a  subject  or  citizen  of  any  foreizn  Prince 
or  State,  and  such  sale  or  transfer  shiUl  not  be 
made  known  in  manner  hereinbefore  directed, 
such  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  her  tackl^  ap> 
^rel,  and  furniture,  sluill  be  forfeited :  Provtdedy 
That  if  such  ship  or  vessel  sluU  be  owned  in  port 
only,  and  it  shall  be  made  appear  to  the  jury  be- 
fore whom  the  trial  for  such  (orfeiiure  shall  be  had, 
that  any  other  owner  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  being 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  was  wholly  igno- 
rant of  the  sale  or  transfer  to,  or  ownership  of, 
such  foreign  subject  or  citizen,  the  share  or  mte- 
rest  of  such  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
be  subject  to  such  forfeiture ;  and  the  residue  only 
shall  be  so  forfeited. 

Sec  17.  And  be  itfiirtfier  enacted.  That,  uptm 
the  entiy  of  every  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United 
States,  from  tmy  foreign  port  or  plaee,if  the  same 
shall  be  at  the  port  or  place  at  which  the  owner, 
or  any  of  the  part-owners  reside,  such  owner  or 
part-owner  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation,  that  the 
register  of  such  ship  or  vessel  contains  the  name 
or  names  of  all  the  persons  who  are  then  ownen 
of  the  said  ship  or  vessel ;  or  if  any  part  of  such 
ship  or  vessel  luu  been  sold  or  transferred  since  the 
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ftaatiag  ijf  such  re^ster,  that  Mich  b  the  ctae, 
and  that  no  foiewn  subject  or  citizen  hatti,  to  tha 
best  of  his  kuowMdge  and  b^ef,  any  share,  by  th« 
my  of  trust,  coBfid«nce,  or  otherwise,  in  such  afaip 
OT  Teasel.  Aod  if  the  owner,  ot  any  pan-owner, 
abaa  not  reside  at  Ibe  port  ot  place  at  which  such 
ship  or  veosel  shall-  enter,  then  the  master  or  com- 
mander shall  make  oath  or  affirmation  to  the  like 
effect  And  if  the  owner,  or  part-owner,  where 
diere  is  one,  or  the  master  or  commander,  where 
there  is  bo  owner,  ahall  refuse  to  swear 
as  sfor«Baid,  stich  ship  or  veaset  shall  not 
tied  to  the  privileges  erf  a  ship  or  vessel  of  (he 
United  States. 

Sbc.  18.  And  be  it_fiirther  aiacted,  That  in  all 
cases  where  the  master,  commander,  or  owtter  of 
*  ^p  or  ressd,  shall  deliver  up  the  renter  of 
such  rfiip  ot  Tcssel,  agreeably  to  the  ^visions  of 
this  act,  if  to  the  collector  of  the  district  where  the 
same  shall  have  been  granied,  the  aaid  collector 
shall,  thereupon,  cancefthe  bond  which  shall  have 
been  given  at  the  time  of  granting  such  register  i 
or,  if  to  the  cc41ector  of  any  other  district,  such 
colleetoT  shall  grant  to  the  said  master,  com- 
mander, or  owner,  a  receipt  ot  acknowledgment, 
that  such  regiBiei  has  been  delivered  up  to  him,  and 
the  time  when ;  and  upon  such  receipt  being  pro- 
dttced  to  the  eolleetor  by  whom  the  register  w 
^ranted,  be  sh&Il  cancel  the  bond  of  the  parly, 
if  the  register  bad  been  returned  to  him. 

Bbo.  19.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the 
collector  of  each  district  shall  progressively  num- 
ber the  Certificates  of  the  registry  Tiy  him  granted, 
beginning  anew  at  the  commencement  of  each 
year,  and  shall  enter  an  exact  copy  of  each  certi- 
ticate  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose ;  and 
shall,  once  in  three  months,  transmit  to  the  Re- 
gister of  the  Treasury  copies  of  all  the  certificates 
which  shall  have  been  granted  by  him,  including 
the  number  of  each. 

Sbc.  20.  And  be  itfiaiker  etiaeted,  That  every 
ship  or  vessel  built  in  the  United  States  after  the 
flfteenth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  bu 
drwl  and  eighty-nfne,  and  belonging  whoLy  or 
part  to  the  subjects  of  foreign  Powers,  In  order  — 
t»  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  a  ship  built  and  re- 
corded in  the  United  States  shall  be  recorded  in 
the  oflke  of  the  collector  of  the  district  in  whicTi 
meh  ship  or  vessel  was  built,  in  manner  follow- 
ing, that  ia  to  aay :  The  builder  of  every  such  ship 
Or  vessel  shall  make  oath  or  afflrmation  before  the 
collector  of  such  districtj  who  is  hereby  authorized 
to  administer  the  same,  in  manner  following ;  "  I, 
[inserting  here  the  name  of  such  builder,]  of  [in- 
setting here  ihejilace  of  his  residence]  shipwright, 
do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  [describing  here  the  kind 
of  vessel,  as,  whether  ship,  brig,  snow,  schooner, 


^r  my  direetkm,  tf  rnamiDg  die  place,  eoMi 
and  Stale]  in  the  Usited  States,  ia  die  ywTa- 
serting  bete  the  number  of  the  year-'^  Wmi 
oath  or  aJlinuBiion  ^lall  be  mbscrjbed  t^  At  ja- 
son  mabiiiR  the  same,  andsballbe  reeerded  ina  MS 
to  be  kept  by  the  said  collector  for  that  purpose 

Sec.  ai.  And  be  ii  Jkrther  enacted.  Thai  At 
said  collector  shall  eanse  the  said  ahip  or  veNric 
be  surveyed  or  admeasured,  according  to  the  rit 
prescribed  by  the  forty-third  section  of  tfaeacto- 
tiiled  "An  act  to  proTide  more  efftetuaHy  fet  Ac 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  n«4 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  Uu^ 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vtadif 
and  Ihe  person  bv  Whom  such  admeasaiLauii 
ahall  be  made,  shall  grant  a  certificate  thtmC  u 
in  the  case  of  a  ship  or  vessel  to  be  reawaed ; 
which  certificate  shall  be  coonlersigBea  by  Ac 
said  builder,  and  by  an  owner,  or  the  mastn.* 
person  having  the  command  at  charge  tbeteeCa 
by  some  otherperson,beiBgan  agent  Rir  the onv 
ot  owners  thereof,  in  testimtmy  (rf'tbe  mthcf  ik 
particulars  therein  contained. 

See.  38.  And  be  it  further  enaeled.  That  a  o- 
tificate  of  the  said  record,  attested  OBder  the  hod 
and  seal  of  the  said  collector,  shall  be  graiited  K 
the  master  of  ereij  such  ship  or  rcasel,  as  neaih 
as  may  be,  of  the  form  frilowtng;  "In  pBrsaaiwt 
of  an  actj  entitled  '  Ah  act  concerning  ok  recori 


rf  the  district,]  oT  pi_ „_.. 

the  name  of  the  district,]  in  the  Uiated  StateaA 
certify,  that  [inserting  here  theBameoftliebnU- 
er]  of,  [Inserting  here  the  place  of  hi*  rcsideaet 
eountv,  and  State,]  having  swora  (or  affiratri) 
that  the  [describing  the  shin  or  veMel,  as  ia  At 
certificate  of  record,]  named  [msertiBg  here  ha 


d,]  r 
']  whereof  [inserting  here  the  name  of  At 
master]  is  at  present  master,  was  boilt  at  fiHen- 
inghere  the  name  of  the  |dace,caiuity,aaiBt»t, 
wheTebiiil(|[byhim,or  under  his  directioB,tadie 

fear,  [huerttng  here  the  number  of  the  year,]  and 
inserting  here  the  name  of  the  surveyor  ot  o^ 
person  by  whom  the  same  adraeasmsaient  ihd 
nave  been  made,]  having  certified  that  the  sail 
ship  or  vessel  has  [inaerting  here  her  number  ef 
decKs]  ia  in  length,  [inserting  here  the  number  ef 
feet,]  in  breadth,  [inserting  here  the  number  of 
feet,J  in  depth,  [inserting  here  the  Dumber  gf 
fcet,]  and  meaaures  [inserting  here  the  ntunbercf 
tons;]  and  the  said  builder  and  [namiBg- and  de- 
scribing Ihe  owner  or  master,  or  agent  ftt  dw 
owner  or  owners,  as  the  ease  may  Iw,  by  whcm 
the  said  certificate  shall  have  been  countasigiied] 
having  agreed  to  Ihe  said  descriptiott  and  admet- 
surement,  the  said  ship  or  vessel  has  been  re- 
corded, in  the  district  of  [inserting  here  the  oane 
of  the  district  where  recorded,]  in  the  Unitrd 
States.  Witness  my  band  and  seal  this  [iBst^ting 
here  the  day  of  the  month,]  dav  of  [inserting  bert 
the  name  of  the  month,]  in  tne  year  [insertin 
here  the  number  of  the  TCW-^  Which  certf 
cate  shall  be  recorded  in  tne  office  of  the  said  cd- 
leetor,  and  a  duplicate  thereof  transmitted  to  tbc 
Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stales,  tn 
be  recorded  in  his  office. 
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Sec.  23.  And  Jjt  it  JurOter  enacted,  Tbftlifthe 
master,  or  the  name,  of  aav  ship  or  veisel  so  re- 
corded shall  be  chaoged,  tae  owner,  parl>«WDer, 
or  consignee  of  such  shjp  or  vessel,  stvall  cause  a 
memonuulum  thereof  to  be  endorsed  on  the  certi- 
ficate of  the  record,  by  the  collector  of  the  district, 
-where  su«h.  shifi  or  vessel  may  be,  or  at  wjiich 
she  shall  first  arrive,  if  such  change  took  place  in 
a  foEtiffn  country ;-  and  &  copy  tnereof  shall  be 
eaterea  ia  the  Book  of  Records,  a  transccipl  where- 
of shall  be  transmitted,  by  the  said  collector,  to 
the  coUectoi  of  the  district,  where  such  certificate 
wae  granted,  (if  not  the  same  person,)  who  shall 
enter  the  sanae  in  his  Book  oi  Kecords,  and  for- 
'wsid  a  duplicate  of  such  entry,  to  the  Re^ster  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  in  such 
cue,  until  the  said  owner,  part-owner,  or  con- 
signee, shall  cause  the  taio  memoranduiu  to  be 
made  tiy  the  collector,  in  manner  aforesaid,  such 
ship  or  vessel  ahall  not  be  deemed,  or  considered, 
as  a  vessel  recorded,  in  pursuance  of  this  act. 

Sue.  24.  And  be  Ujvrther  enacUd,  That  the 
master,  or  other  person  having  the  command  or 
charge  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  recorded  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  act,  shall,  on  entry  of  such  ship  or 
veMeL  produce  the  certificate  of  such  recoio,  to 
the  collector  of  the  district,  where  she  shall  be  sb 
entered;  in  failure  of  which,  the  said  ship  or  ves- 
sel shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  privile^s  of  a  ves- 
sel, recorded  as  aforesaid ;  Privided  aiwayt,  arid 
be  it  furCKer  enacted,  That  nothing  herem  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  make  it  necessary  to 
record,  a  second  time,  any  ship  or  vessel,  which 
shall  have  been  recorded,  pursuant  to  the  act, 
hereby  in  part  repealed;  but  such  recording  shall 
be  of  the  like  force  and  effect,  as  if  made  in  pursu- 
ant to  this  act. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  the 
fees  and  allowances  for  the  several  services  to  be 
performed  pursuant  to  this  act.  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  same,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  For 
the  admeasurement  of  every  ship  or  vessel,  of  one 
hundred  tons  and  under,  one  cent  per  ton;  for  the 
admeasurement,  of  every  ship  or  vessel  above  one 
hundred,  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred  tons,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  cents;  lor  the  admeasurement 
of  every  ship  or  vessel,  above  two  hundred  tons, 
two  hundred  cents;  for  every  certtflcate  of  regis- 
try or  record,  two  hundred  c«nts;  for  every  en- 
dorsement upon  a  certificate  of  registry  or  record, 
one  hundred  cents;  and  for  taking  every  bond  re- 
quired by  this  act,  twentv-five  cents.  The  whole 
amount  of  which  fees  snail  be  received,  and  ac- 
counted for  by  the  collector,  or,  at  his  option,  by 
the  naval  t^cer,  where  there  is  one ;  and  where 
there  is  a  collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor. 
shall  bo  equally  divided,  monthly,  between  the  said 
officers;  and  where  there  is  no  naval  officer,  two- 
thirds  to  the  collector,  and  the  other  third  to  the 
surveyor  j  and  where  there  is  only  a  collector,  he 
(hall  receive  the  whole  amount  thereof;  and  where 
there  is  more  than  one  surveyor  in  any  district, 
each  of  them  shall  receive  his  proportionatde  part 
of  such  fees,  as  shall  arise  in  the  port,  for  which 
he  is  appointed:  Provided,  dlaia^e.  That,  in  alt 
cases,  where  the  tonnage  of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall 


be  ascertajned,  by  any  m»o»  ^^omted  for  that 
purpoee^  such  person-  wall  be  paid  a  reaaoBable 
compensukin  therefor,  out  of  the  fees  afwesaid. 
before  anr  diatribution  thereof,  as  aforesaid.  And 
every  oollector  and  aaval  offitei,  and  every  voi- 
vevor,  who  shaU  reside  at  a  pott  where  there  is  no 
coUecWr,  shall  cause  to  be  affixed,  sad  oonatantly 
kee^  in  some  eiHKpieV"^  part  of  hi»  <^o^  a  fau 
table  of  the  rates  of  fees,  detnandable  by  this  act. 

Sec  36.  And  be  itfwiher  enacted,  That  every 
coUeetor,  or  oS&nei,  who  shall  kuowiu^y  make,  or 
be  concerned  in  making,  any  falae  regwter  or  re- 
cord, or  shall  knowingly  gisnt,  or  be  eoneeroed  in 
gtajitiBA  any  blse  certificate  of  rerastry  or  record 
oi^  OE  tor  any  ship  or  veesel,  or  other  lalse  docu- 
ment whatsoevert  touching  the  some,  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  uvewing  of  this  act,  or  who 
shall  designedly  take  any  other,  or  greater  fees, 
than  Bie  by  this  act  allowed,  or  who  shall  receive 
any  voluntary  reward  or  gratuity  for  any  of  the 
services  performed  pursuant  thereto;  and  every 
surveyor,  or  other  person,  appointed  to  measuia 
any  ship  or  veiael,  who  shul  wilfully  delivef  to. 
any  collector  or  naval  officer,  a  fidse  description  of 
such  ship  01  vessel,  to  be  ngiBieredoT  recorded, 
shall,  upon  conviction  of  any  auch  neglect  or  of- 
fence, loifeit  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
be  rendered  incapable  of  servinff  in  any  office  of 
trust  or  profit,  under  the  United  Statesj  and  if  any 
person  or  persona,  authorized  and  required  by  this 
act,  in  respect  to  his  or  their  office  or  offices,  to 
perform  any  act  or  thing,  required  to  be  done  or 
performed,  pursuant  to  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall  wilfull  v  neglect  to  do  or  poribrm  the 
same,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  act,  such  person  or  personssball,  on  being  duly 
convicted  thereof,  if  not  subject  to  the  penaltv  and 
disqualification  aforesaid,  forfeit  the  sum  oi  five 
hundred  dollars  for  the  first  oflbnee,  and  a  like  sum 
for  the  second  offence,  and  shall,  thenceforth,  be 
raidHed-itteasaMeofhoUinffany  eOoeoCtRulor 
pmftt  uader  the  0Brted  Statee. 

Sbc.  ST.  AndbeitJ^crtherenaeUA,  That  if  any 
certificate  frf  registry  or  record,  ahaH  be  mnda- 
lentlv  or  knowingly  used  for  any  rfilp  or  vessel 
not  then  actually  entitled  to  th«  benrfl  thereof 
according  to  the  true  intent  of  this  act,  nioh  ship 
or  vessel  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  Statea, 
with  b«r  taeUe,  apvaiel,  and  ftiraiture. 

SBC.2&  AndheitfameTenaii^  Thai) tf  any ■ 
perKmor  penoiu  thul  falsely  make  oath  or  affim- 
ation  to  any  of  the  matters  herein  lequired  to  be 
verified,  such  person  or  persoas  shalT  Ruffer  th* 
like  pains  and  penalties  as  ^all  be  incnned  by' 
persons  committing  wilful  and  corrupt  perjuryj. 
and  that,  if  any  person  or  persoos  shall  w^ 
counterfeit,  erase,  alter,  or  falsify  any  certificate, 
register,  record,  or  other  document,  mentioned, 
described,  or  uiUvirized,  in  and  by  this  act,  sucn' 
person  or  pem^us  shall,  for  every  such  ofence,  for- 
feit the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
the  penalties  and  forfeilures,  which  may  be  incur- 
red, for  offences  against  this  act,  shall  and  may  be' 
sn«)  for,  prosecuted,  and  recovered,  in  such  Courts, 
and  be  duposed  of  in  such  manner,  as  any  penat 
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ties  uid  forfeitores  vhicti  mav  be  iDoorred  for 
offeDces  against  the  act,  entidea  "An  act  to  pro- 
Tide  more  efifectuatly  for  the  eolleclioa  of  the  du- 
tiea  imposed  by  law,  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  Stales,  and  on 
the  toona^  of  ships  or  vessels,"  may  legally  be 
sued  for,  prosecuted,  recovered,  and  oisposed  of; 
Provided,  ataayt,  That,  if  aoy  officer  eotitled  to 
a  part  or  share  of  any  sach  penally  or  forfeiture, 
shall  be  necessary,  aa  a  witness,  on  the  trial  for 
such  penalty  or  forfeiture,  such  cAcer  may  be  a 
witness  upon  the  said  trial,  but  in  such  case,  he 
shall  not  receive,  nor  be  entitled  to  any  part  or 
share  of  the  said  penalty  or  forfeiture;  and  ihe 
part  or  share,  to  which  he  would  otherwise  have 
been  entitled,  shidi  accrue  to  the  United  States. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  itjvrther  enacUd,  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  March  next,  this  act  shall 
be  in  full  force  ana  effect;  and  so  much  of  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  re^stering  and  clearing 
vessels,  relating  the  coaslmg  trade,  and  fw  other 
pnrpose^"  as  comes  within  the  purview  Of  this 
act,  shall,  after  the  said  last  day  of  March,  be  re- 
pealed. 

ApproTed,  December  31,  17&3. 


An  act  to  amend  an  Mt,  entitled  "An  ad  estsNidiing 
aMint,  and  refulatinK  Ibe  Coins  of  the  United  Slate*,*' 
■o  fiir  u  leipeats  the  Coinage  of  Copper. 
Beit  enaeUdjfc^  Thai  every  cent  shall  contain 
two  hiindredanaei^ht  grains  of  copper,  and  every 
half-cent  shall  contam  one  hundred  and  fourgraiDs 
of  copper;  and  that  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  eetabliabing  a  Mini,  and  regulating  the 
Coins  of  the  UmtedStates,"as  respects  the  weight 
of  cents  and  half-«ents,  shall  be,  and  the  sam«  is 
hereby  repealed. 
Approved,  Jauiuiry  14, 1793. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  allowanea  of  intmest  on  the 
■Dm  ordcved  to  be  paid  by  the  leeolve  <rfCongieis,  of 
tlM  twen^-oi^di  of  September,  wie  thoosand  seven 
hundred  and  aigh^-£ie,  as  an  indemni^  to  the  per- 
sons thenin  ii«im>^ 

Be  il  evaded,  ^c~.  That  lawful  interest,  from 
the  sixteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-si^  sbaU  be  al- 
lowed on  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  ordered 
to  be  paid  to  Return  Jonathan  Meigs,  and  the  legal 
representative  of  ChrisUipher  Qieene,  deceased, 
by  a  lewilve  «f  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
NmUed,  of  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  one  thotuand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
Approved,  Jtuinary  14, 1703. 

An  Act  to  continDe  in  force,  for  >  timited  time,  and  1 

amend  the  act,  entitled  "An 

of  Intetconns  between  the 

reign  Nation*.'' 

JSe  it  enacted,  fc,  That  Ihe  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  providing  Ine  means  of  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  which 
would  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  togelhf- 


year,  from  the  passing  of  this  act; 
thence,  until  the  end  of  the  session  of  Congrta 
then,  or  next  thereafter  hdden,  and  no  linger. 

Sec.  2.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  ia  >[ 
cases,  where  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  have  » 
sued,  or  shall  hereafter  issue,  from  Ihe  Tream. 
for  the  purposes  of  intercourse  or  trexly,  via 
foreign  nations,  in  pursuance  of  any  law,  the  Pn- 
sidenl  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  nuthoiized  k 
cause  the  same  to  be  dulv  settled  aonuUy  vak 
the  accountingofficersof  tne  Treasury,  io  mnMr 
following,  that  is  to  say :  by  causing  the 
be  accounted  for,  specifically,  in  all  in 
wherein  the  expenditure  thereof  may,  in  his  jatr- 
ment,  be  made  public ;  and  by  making  a  ecnii- 
cate  or  certificates,  or  causing  the  Secreian  d 
State  to  make  a  certificate  or  certificates  a  Ai 
amount  of  such  expenditures^  as  he  may  thklii 
advisable  not  to  specify;  and  every  such  eerti- 
cate  shall  be  deemed  a  sufiicient  voucher  for  ik 
sum  or  sums  therein  expressed  to  have  been  es- 

Approved,  Pebniary  0, 1793, 
Att  Act  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  otber  pa- 
Be  it  enacted^  fc..  That,  from  and  after  the  StK 
day  of  July  next,  foreign  gold  and  silver  coin 
shall  pass  current  as  money  within  the  United 
States,  and  he  a  legal  tender  for  the  paymi^t  d 
all  debts  and  demands,  at  the  several  and  'esno- 
ive  rales  following,  and  not  otherwise,  viz:  Tbt 
gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  of  tbeii 
present  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cean 
for  every  twenty-seven  grains  of  the  actual  wes^ 
thereof;  the  gold  coins  of  Fiance,  Spain,  and  tbe 
dominions  of  Spain,  of  their  present  standard,  ai 
the  rale  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  tweaiy- 
seven  grains  and  two-fifths  of  a  grain  of  tbe  sctinl 
weight  thereof.  Spanish  milled  dollars,  ai  the  lau 
of  one  hundred  cents  for  each  dollar,  the  actual 
weight  whereof  shall  not  be  less  than  seveateea 
penny  weights  and  seven  gntins;  and  in  pro- 

Krtion  for  the  parts  of  a  dollar.  Crowai  d 
-ance,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  ten  ceen. 
for  each  crown,  the  actual  weight  whereef  ihaD 
not  be  less  than  eighteen  pennyweights  and  se- 
venteen grains,  and  in  proportion  for  the  parts  tt 
a  crown.  But  no  foreign  coin  that  may  have 
been,  or  shall  be  issued  subsequent  to  the  Ei3t  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  sevenhundredondaine- 
ty-two,  abaH  be  a  tender,  as  aforesaid,  nntil  tua- 
ples  thereof  shall  have  been  found,  by  assay,  at 
the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  to  be  coafonnaUe 
to  the  respective  standards  required,  and  procla- 
mation thereof  shall  have  been  made  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  Provided  alioaya,  and  be  itfitrther  em- 
acted,  That  at  the  expiraiion  of  three  years  ncii 
ensuing  the  time  when  the  coinagre  of  gold  and 
silver,  agreeably  to  the  act,  entitled,  "Anactes- 
lablishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  tbe 
United  States,"  shall  commence  at.  the  Mint  of 
the  United  States,  (which  time  shall  be  announc- 
ed by  the  proclatnation  of  the  President  of  tbs 
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United  States  ]|  all  foieign  gold  coinaj  and  >U  fo- 
reifn  ailrer  coiiu,  except  Spanish  milled  dtdUn 
and  puts  of  such  dollan,  shall  cease  to  be  a  legal 
tendei,  as  aforesaid. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  itfurOter  enacted,  That  all  fo- 
ieign Kold  aad  ailrer  coins,  (except  Spauisb  mill- 
ed ooUars.  and  paita  of  such  dollan)  which  shall 
be  leceived  in  payment  for  moneys  due  to  the 
United  States,  after  the  said  time,  when  the  coin- 
in^  of  sold  and  silver  coins  shall  begin  at  the 
Mmt  of  the  United  States,  shall,  preTiously  lo 
their  being  bsued  in  circulation,  be  coined  anew, 
in  confonaity  to  the  act.  entitled  "AnacteeU- 
bliithing  a  Mint  and  legulatiog  the  coins  of  the 
United  Stales." 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  itjvrther  enacted,  That,  from 
and  aftei  the  first  day  of  July  next,  the  fifty-fifth 
section  of  the  act,  entitled,  "An  act  to  proride 
more  effectually  foi  the  cdlectioD  ti  the  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  States,"  which  ascer- 
tains the  rates  at  which  foreicn  gold  and  silver 
coins  shall  be  received  for  the  duties  and  fees  to  be 
collected  in  rirtue  of  the  said  act,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
aasay  provided  to  be  made  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
cAina  of  the  United  States,"  shall  commence  in 
the  manner  as  by  the  eaid  act  is  prescribed,  on  the 
aecond  Monday  of  February  annually,  anyihitig  in 
the  said  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstantung. 

Approved,  February  9, 1793. 

An  Act  rdatire  to  daiina  afftcuttlw  United  Btatcs,  not 
barred  by  any  act  of  buiution,  and  nhiA  have  not 
been  *lre«dyBdjuMad. 

lie  it  enacted,  fc,  That  all  claims  npon  the 
United  Stales  for  services  or  supplies,  or  tor  other 
cause,  matter,  or  thing,  t^irnished  or  done  previous 
to  the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thonsand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-nine,  whether  founded  upon 
certificates  or  other  written  documents  from  pub- 
lic officers,  or  otherwise,  which  have  not  alreadv 
been  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  and  whicn 
shall  not  be  presented  at  the  Treasury  before  the 
first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninely-^our,  shall  forever  after  be  barred  and  pre- 
clnded  from  settlement  or  allowance :  Fnmded, 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  affect  L«m  Office  certificates,  certificates  of 
final  settlement,  indents  of  interest  balances  en- 
tered in  the  books  of  the  Register  of^the  Treasury, 
certificates  issued  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
commonly  called  registered  certificates,  Loans  of 
monev  obtained  in  foreign  countries,  or  certificates 
issued  pursuant  lo  the  act  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States :  Ami 
•provided,  fitrther.  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  coastrned  to  prohibit  the  proper  officers  of 
the  Treasury  from  demanding  an  account  or  ac- 
counts to  be  rendered  for  any  moneys  heretofore 
advanced,  and  not  accounted  for)  or  from  admit- 
ting, under  the  usual  foitns  and  reslrictioos,  cre- 
dits for  expenditures,  equal  to  the  sums  which  hare 
been  so  advanced. 


Sao.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacUd,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  ot  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
ceive all  such  claims  aforesaid,  as  hare  not  been 
heretofore  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  as  shall 
be  presented  before  the  time  aforesaid,  with  the 
certificates  or  other  documents  in  support  thereof 
and  to  cause  a  record  to  be  made  of  the  names  of 
the  persons,  and  of  the  time  when  the  said  claims 
axe  presented ;  which  record  shall  be  made  in  the 
presence  of  the  person  or  persons  presenting  the 
same,  and  shall  be  the  only  evidence  that  the  said 
claims  were  presented,  during  the  time  limited  by 
this  act. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  fitrth^  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  (Acers  of  the  Trea- 
snry,  to  nuke  report  to  Congress  upon  all  such  of 
the  said  claims  as  shall  not  be  allowed  to  be  valid, 
according  to  the  usual  forms  of  the  Treasury. 

Approv^  Fehmary  12, 1793. 

An  Act  i«spectmg  fngitivea  fiom  justtco,  and  perNoa 
•waping  from  die  saTiee  of  Ihaij  maaleis. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That,  whenever  the  Execn- 
tire  authority  or  any  State  in  the  Union,  or  of 
either  of  the  Territories  Norihweat  or  South  of 
the  river  Ohio,  shall  demand  any  person  as  a  fu- 
gitive from  justicejof  the  Executive  authority  of 
any  such  State  or  Territory  to  which  such  person 
shall  have  fled,  and  shall  moreover  produce  the 
copy  of  an  indictment  found,  or  an  affidavit  made 
before  a  ma^strate  of  any  State  or  Territory  as 
aforesaid,  charging  the  person  so  demanded  with 
having  cimimittea  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime, 
certified  as  authentic  by  the  Governor  or  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  State  or  Territorr  from  whence 
the  person  so  charged  fled,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  executive  authority  of  the  State  or  Territory 
to  which  such  person  shall  have  fled,  to  cause  him 
or  her  to  he  arrested  and  secured,  and  notice  of 
the  arrest  to  be  given  to  the  Executive  authority 
making  such  demand,  or  to  the  agent  of  such  au- 
thority, appointed  to  receive  the  fogitive,  and  to 
cause  the  fugitive  to  be  delivered  to  such  afeni 
when  he  shall  a|)pear ;  but,  if  no  such  agent  shall 
appear  within  six  months  from  the  lime  of  the 
arrest,  the  prisoner  may  be  discharged:  and  all 
costa  or  expenses  incurred  in  the  apprehendii^, 
securing,  and  transmitting  such  fhgitive  to  the 
State  or  Territory  making  such  demand,  shall  be 
paid  by  such  State  or  Territory. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
agent  a{^inted  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  receive  the 
fugitive  mto  his  custody,  shall  be  empowered  to 
transport  him  or  her  to  the  State  or  Territory 
from  which  he  or  she  shsU  have  fled.  And  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall,  by  force,  set  at  liberty,  or 
rescue  the  fngitive  from  such  agent  while  trana- 
porling,  as  aforesaid,  the  person  or  persons  so  of- 
fending shalL  on  conviction,  be  flned  not  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  one  year. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  alto  enacted.  That  when  a 
person  held  to  labor  in  any  of  the  United  Stales, 
or  in  either  of  the  Tenitories  on  the  Northwest  or 
South  of  the  rirer  Ohio,  nndn  the  laws  thereof, 


v.^,. 
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shkU  escape  into  Buy  othtt  of  tke  s*id  StUes  or 
TerritoTT',  the  petson  to  wIumq  such  laboi  or  ler- 
vice  may  be  (1««,  his  agent  or  aHoraejr,  ia  beieby 
empowered  to  seize  or  arrest  such  fogitive  from 
labor,  and  to  take  him  or  hei  bdiwc  anr  Jodge  of 
the  Circuit  oi  Dislriot  Courta  cf  the  Umted  Stateo, 
leBidiag  or  being  within  the  State,  oi  before  an^ 
magiitrate  of  a  countf,  city,  or  town  ocirponitej 
iriierein  such  seizure  or  arrest  shall  be  maae,  and 
upon  proof  to  the  satis&cttou  of  such  Jndge  or 
ma^strate,  either  by  oral  testimony  or  affioavit 
Oikea  before  and  eertifted  by  a  magistmte'  of  any 
such  Stale  or  Territory,  that  the  person  so  seized 
or  arraaied,  doth,  under  the  laws  of  the  Slate  or 
Territory  from  which  he  or  she  fied,  owe  service 
or  labor  to  the  perwHi  claiming  him  or  her,  it  shall 
be  the  dnty  of  inch  Judge  or  magistrate  to  gi«e  a 
certificate  thereof  to  such  claimant,  his  ag[nnt,  or 
attorney,  which  shall  be  sufficient  warrant  for  re- 
moving the  said  fugitive  from  labor  to  the  State 
or  Territory  from  which  he  ot  she  fied. 

Bbc.  4.  And  be  Jurther  enactedj  That  any  per- 
son  whoshidt  knowingly  and  wilhngly  obstraci  or 
hinder  such  claimant,  his  agent  or  auomey,  in  so 
seizing  or  arrasting such  fugitive  from  l&lrat,  orshall 
rescue  au«h  fugitive  horn  such  claimant,  his  agont 
or  attorney,  men  so  arrested  pursuant  to  the  au- 
thority herein  giren  oi  declared ;  or  ahalt  harbor 
or  oonoeal  such  person  after  notice  that  he  or  she 
was  a  f\igitiTe  from  labor,  as  afof etaid,  shall,  for 
either  of  the  said  offences,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars.  Which  penalty  may  be 
recovered  hj  and  for  the  benefit  oi  such  claimant, 
by  action  ot  debt,  in  any  Conrt  proper  to  try  the 
same,  tavingm<M«over  to  the  person  claiming  aacb 
labor  or  service  hia  ri^hl  of  action  for  or  on  ac' 
count  of  the  said  injuries,  or  either  of  tltem. 


tot  ragulstiDg  lbs  same. 

Be  it  oMcled,  ^c,  That  ships  or  veaeela,  enrolled 
by  virtue  of  "  An  act  for  te^slering  and  clearing 
vesaela,  regtilatiog  the  coasting  trade,  aiid  for . 
other  purposes,"  and  those  of  twenty  tons  and  up- 
wards, which  shall  be  enrolled  after  the  last  day 
of  May  next,  in  pursuaoceof  this  act,  and  luaving 
a  license  in  force,  or  if  less  than  twenty  tons,  not 
being  enrolled,  shall  have  a  license  in  iwce.  as  is 
hereinafter  required,  and  no  otjiei*,  sib«U  be  deem- 
ed ship*  or  Tesaelaof  the  United  State*.  entMed 
to  the  privileges  of  ships  or  vessel*  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade  m  fisheries. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  U  Jvrther  enacUd,  That,  from 
and  after  the  laM  dajr  of  May  neit,  in  order  ttx  the 
enrolment  of  any  ship  oi  vessel,  she  shall  ponwt 
the  same  qualifieaiiona,  and  the  same  reqiusitee, 
in  M  respects,  shall  be  combed  with,  ae  are  made 
necessary  for  registering  ships  or  vessels,  by  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the  registering 
and  recording  of  ships  or  vessels,"  wtd-  the  swne 
duties  and  autfaoritiee  are  hereby  given  and  im- 
posed on  all  officer^  respectively,  m  relation  to 
such  euolments,  and  the  same  ^oceedings  shall 


tooehingsodi 
so  enrolled,  with  the  ] 
theTeofl  shall  be  sirftjeet  to 
requisites,  as  are  in  thooe  respects 
vided  for  vessels  registered  by  virtue  of  the  a 


said 


those  respects  pro- 

s  registered  by  virtue  of  the  afoie- 

xt;  the  record  of  which  enrolmeBt  ahall  be 


made,  and  an  ^istnKt  or  copy  thereof  granted, » 
nearly  as  may  b^  in  the  form  following:  '^Enro^ 
ment  in  eonfwnuty  to  an  act  of  the  Congreia  at 
the  United  States  of  AmerKa,"  entitled  '  Aa  act 
for  enrolliitg  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels,  to  ha 
eoHiloyed  m  the  coastiDg  trade  aod  flsikerie% 
and  for  r^pilaling  the  same,*  finsartiag  here  the 
name  of  the  petwHi,  with  his  occujntioB  aad  place 
of  abode,  by  whom  the  oath  or  amrmatioB  is  to  be 
made]  having  taken  and  subscribed  the  o«th,  (ar 
affirmation)  required  by  this  act,  and  haTim^Kwcen 
(or  affirmed)  dial  he,  or  (she,  and  if  OMre  thaa  ene 
owner,  adding  the  words  "  together  wilb,"  wad  tke 
name  or  bukb,  occnpatioD  or  oecupationa,  place 
or  i^ees  of  abode,  of  theowner  ownere)  Is,  (ome) 
a  citixen  (or  citizens)  of  the  United  SlaMa,  and  sole 
owner  (<«  oweers)  of  the  Mp  or  vessel,  called  die 
[inserting  here  her  nanael  of  [inseniBg  here  the 
name  oi  the  port,  to  which  she  may  bekng] 
wheretrf*  [inserting  here  the  natoe  of  the  mastMl 
is  at  present  master,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
8utes,and  that  the  said  ship  or  vessel  wasfiasert- 
ing  here  when  and  where  bniU]  and  [inserting 
hers,  the  name  and  office,  if  any,  <^  tb«  pnaon,  by 
whom  sti^  shall  have  beeu  surveyed  oradmeasntedj 
having  certified,  that  the  said  ship  or  vessel  ha* 
[inserting  here,  the  number  of  decks]  and  [imert- 
tng  here,  the  number  of  masts]  and  that  her 
length  is  [insetting  h^re,  the  aiuBbec  of  feet]  h«t 
breadth  [iuMrtJae  hexa,  the  nnmber  et  fe«n  her 
depth  [inserting  Here,  the  numhra  of  feet]  wm  that 
she  measures  [inserting  here,  bei  niunbn  of  toMl 
that  she  is  [describing  here,  the  pajticnlar  kindof 
vesssel,  whether  shia  brigantine,  snow,  seboonei^ 
stoop,  or  whatever  else,  together  with  her  build, 
and  specifyioA  wheicliet  she  has  any  or  no  gallety 
or  head]  and  the  said  [uamiDg  the  owner,  or  the 
master,  or  other  person  acting  in  behalf  of  the 
owner  or  owners,  by  whom  the  certificate  of  ad- 
measurement sbalt  have  been  conntersigaedihaT* 
ing  agreed  to  the  description  aod  admeasuremeot 
above  Bpecifiediand  sufficient  security  having  been 
given,  according  to  the  said  act,  the  said  ^ip  or 
vessel  has  been  duty  enrolled,  at  the  port  oF 
[naming  the  port  where  enrolled.]  Oiven  mder 
said  port]  this 
)f  fnamiitfth-' 
_  ^  . .  „  number « ti 
words  at  lens 
ATtd  be  ithrtbir  enocfed,  That  it  sh^ 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  collectors  of  the  several 
districts,  to  enrol  and  licenseaBf  ship  or  vesad,  that 
may  beregistered,upon  such  registry  bdaggivennf^ 
Or  lo  registet  any  ship  or  ve^el,  mat  may  be  en- 
rolled, upon  such  enrolment  and  license  being 
^venup.  And  when  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be 
m  any  other  district,  than,  the  one,  to  which  she 
beloQgs,  the  collector  of  such  district,  on  the  amili- 


[^UHiuiug  lue  poll  wnere  «aroiiB(i.j  u 
my  hand  and  seal,  at  [naming  the  saic 
[inserting  the  particular  day Jday  of  [i 
month]  in  the  year,  [speo^ying  ine  nui 
year,  in  words  at  ler^tb."] 


npoD 


1  of  the  master  <w  coaunander  thereof  and 
his  taking  an  oath  w  affirmation,  that  accord 
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ing  to  his  bett  knowledge  and  bdief,  the  property 
mnftios,  aa  expresMd  in  tbe  regiiter  or  enrolment 

Kapotea  to  be  giTen  op,  and  npon  his  fnving  the 
ads  required  for  grantiiig  r«^isters,  shall  make 
die  enluui^^s  aforesaid ;  but  in  eTcry  such  case, 
the  collector,  to  whom  the  register,  ot  enrolment 
■■d  license,  may  be  giren  up.  shall  traDsniii  the 
asme  to  the  Register  of  the  Treanury ;  and  the  re- 
gister, or  enrolment  and  license,  granted  in  lieu 
thereof,  shall,  within  ten  days  after  the  arriTal  of 
such  ihip  or  renel  within  ihe  district,  to  which 
■he  belongs,  be  deUrered  to  the  collector  of  the 
said  district,  and  be  by  bim  cancelled.  And  if  the 
aaid  naaater  or  commander  shall  n^lect  to  delirer 
the  said  register  or  eDroImeDlaniflicense,  within 
th«  time  Btoretaid,  he  shall  forfeit  one  hundred 
dollars. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  U  further  enactrd,  That,  in  order 
to  Ihe  licennng  of  any  ibip  or  vessel,  for  oarryiiu 
on  tbe  Coasting  Trade  or  Fisheriea,  the  hnsbaw^ 
or  managing  owner,  together  with  the  master 
thereof,  with  <»e  more  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  collector  granting  the  same,  shall  become  bound 
to  pay  to  the  United  Slates,  if  soch  ship  or  vessel 
ba  of  the  burden  of  fire  ton^  and  lesstlwn  twenty 
too*,  the  snm  of  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  if  twen- 
ty tons,  and  not  ezcecdiiw  thirty  tons,  the  sum  of 
two  hwMlr«d  doUaia ;  and  if  above  thirty  tons,  and 
not  exceeding  aim  tons,  the  sum  of  fire  hun- 
dred dollars ;  and  if  abore  sixty  ttms,  the  sum  of 
one  thoosand  dollars,  in  case  it  shall  appear,  With- 
in two  years  from  the  date  of  the  bond^  that  sirch 
^p  or  restel  bas  been  employed  in  any  trade, 
whereby  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  has  been 


■neh  ship  or  vesMt  iMaained  in  fcxee ;  ■ 
(er  trf*  Boeh  ship  or  reasel  shall  also  swear,  < 

that  he  is  a  citaen  of  the  United  States, ,_ 

such  licenae  shall  not  be  iised  for  any  other  vessel, 
or  any  other  emj^ornient,  than  that  for  which  it 
is  specially  granted,  or  in  any  trade  or  business, 
iriiereby  the  revenneof  the  United  Slates  may  be 
defrauded ;  and  if  snch  ship  or  vessri  be  less  than 
twenty  tons  burden,  the  Iituband  or  managing 
owner,  shall  swear  or  aflBrm,  that  she  is  wholly 
the  property  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  whereupon  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  tbe  col- 
lector of  the  district  comprehending  the  port, 
wli^to  snch  ship  or  vessel  may  briong,  (the  duty 
of  six  cents  per  ton  being  first  paid,)  to  grant  a 
license,  in  the  form  foltowuif^ :  "  License  for  carry- 
ing on  tbe  [here  inBert<  coasting  trade,  whale  fish- 
ery, or  cod  fishery,  as  the  case  may  be.] 

•^  la  porsuance  of  an  act  of  tbe  Congress  of  the 
United  Sutes  of  America,  entitled  'An  act  for 

enrolling  and  licensing  shipe  or  vessels  *~  ^ 

ployed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisfae..    , 

HW  regulating  the  same,'  {inserting  here  the  name 
of  the  husband  or  managing  owner,  with  his  occu- 
pation and  i^Bce  of  abode,  and  tbe  name  of  the 
master,  with  the  place  of  his  abode,]  having  given 
bond,  that  tbe  [insert  here,  the  description  of  the 
vessel,  whether  ship,  brtgantiae,  snow,  schooner, 
sloop,  or  whatever  else  she  may  be,]  called  (he 

t insert  here,  the  vessel's  name]  whereof  the  said 
nandag  the  master]  is  maslor,   burden  [insert 
£d  Con.— 46 


K^ 


here,  Ihe  number  of  tons,  in  words]  tons,  as  appnua 
by  her  enrolment,  dated  at  [naming  tne  dutricL 
day,  month,  and  year,  iu  worde  at  length,  bat  if 
she  be  less  than  twenty  tons,  insert  instead  thereof] 
r  being  had  of  her  admeasurement]  shall  not 
iployed  in  any  trade,  while  this  Ucense  shall 
ine  in  forc^  whereby  the  rerenne  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  defrauded,  and  having  also 
sworn  (or  afGrmed)  that  this  license  shall  not  be 
used  for  any  other  vessel,  or  for  any  other  em- 
ployment, than  is  herein  specified,  license  is  here- 
by grauted  for  the  said  linsertinK  here,  tbe  de- 
scription of  the  vessel!  called  the  [inserting  here, 
the  vessel's  name]  to  be  employed  in  carrying  on 
the  [insertmg  here,  coasting  trade,  whale  fishery, 
or  cod  fishery,  as  the  case  may  be]  for  one  year 
from  the  date  hereof,  and  no  longer.  Oiven  under 
ay  hand  and  seal,  at  fnaming  the  said  district] 
bis  [inserting  tbe  partKubr  day]  dav  of  [naming 
he  month]  in  the  year,  [specifying  tbe  number  of 


itb]  in  the  year,  [specifying  tbe  number  ol 
the  year,  in  wonk  at  lengto."] 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  no 
license  granted  to  onv  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  ooa- 
aidered  m  force,  any  longer  than  such  ship  or  vm- 
sel  is  owned,  and  of  tbe  deaeriptian  set  forth  in 
snch  tieeose.  or  for  carrying  on  anv  other  butinest 
or  employment,  than  that  for  whicn  she  is  mecially 
licensed,  and  if  any  ship  or  venel  be  found  with  a 
forged  or  Altered  license,  or  makiBg  use  tf  a 
license  granted  for  any  oiber  ship  or  vessel,  anch 
ship  or  vessel,  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  the 
cargo  found  on  board  her,  shall  be  iNfeited. 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  afler 
the  last  day  of  May  next,  every  ship  or  vessel  of 
twmty  tons  or  upwards  (other  than  snch  as  ara 
registered)  found  trading  between  district  and  dis- 
tnct,  or  betwera  different  places  in  tbe  same  dis- 


t<ms.  without  a  lurase,  in  man- 
ner as  is  provided  by  tnis  act,  such  ship  or  vessel, 
if  laden  with  goods,  the  vrowth  or  mannfooture  of 
the  United  Slates  only  (distilled  spiitts  excepted) 
or  in  ballast,  shall  pay  the  same  fees  and  tonnan 
in  every  port  of  the  United  States,  at  which  sha 
may  arrive,*as  ships  or  vetseJs  not  belonging  to  a 
citizen  or  citizens  of  tbe  United  States,  and  if  she 
have  on  board  any  articles  of  forein  gtawtk  or 
manufacture,  or  distilled  spirits,  other  than  sea- 
stores,  the  ship  <»  vessel,  together  with  her  tackle, 
apparel  and  furniture,  and  the  ladior  foond  on 
board,  shall  be  forfeited :  Provided,  AoveMr,  If 
such  ship  or  vessel  be  at  sea,  ai  the  expiraticm  of 
tbe  time,  for  which  the  license  was  given,  and  tbe 
master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  swear  or  affirm 
that  such  was  the  ease,  and  shall  also  within  for- 
ty-eight hours  after  bis  arrival  deliver  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  in  which  he  shall  first  arrive 
the  license  which  shall  have  expired,  the  forfeit- 
ure aforeeBid  shall  not  be  incurred,  nor  shall  the 
ship  or  vessel  be  liable  to  pay  the  fees  and  tonnage 
aforesaid. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  fmther  enacted.  That  the  c<^ 
lector  of  each  district  shall  prop«ssively  nnmber 
the  licenses  by  him  granted,  beginning  anew  at  tbe 
Gommencemeat  of  each  year,  and  shau  make  a  ro- 
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cord  tkeCeof  ID  a  book,  to  be  bjr  him  kept  foi  that 
pw^oae,  and  ahall,  ooce  ia  ttiiee  rooDllii,  (nuumit 
to  Um  KegiBter  of  the  Treasury,  copies  of  the 
liceiutes,  wnicli  ahall  have  been  aoennted  by  him; 
md  also  of  such  licenses,  as  shall  hare  been  given 
Up  or  relumed  lo  kim,  respeGtively,  is  pursuance 
ol  this  acL  And  wheie  aay  ship  or  Tetsel  shall 
be  liceated,  or  enrolkd  aaew,  oi  being  licensed  or 
enrolled,  shall  afterwards  be  regiiteied,  or  b«iM 
registered,  shall  afterwards  be  enraUed.  or  liceiue^ 
sh«  ahall,  ilk  every  such  case,  be  enrolled,  lioensed 
M  registeietl  by  her  former  nama. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  xtJurlAer  enaOtd,  That,  if  any 
ship  or  vessel,  BBtoIUd  or  liceuaed,  as  ^foresaid, 
shul  proceed  on  a  foreign  voyage,  without  first 
iving  up  her  enrolmeiu  aitd  Itceose,  lo  the  eol- ; 
of  the  district  comiwehendiiig  the  pod,  fiani 
vntcn  she  is  about  ts  proceed  on  such  to 

age,  and  being  duly  regtsteied  by  such  

every  such  ship  or  vessel,  togetbei  with  her  tackle, 
apperel,  and  fumitare,  and  the  goods,  warey,  and 
Mecchaodise,  so  imported  therew,  shall  be  liable 
to  seizuie  and  forfeiture :  Provided,  ahBoyt,  If  the 
pott,  from  which  such  ship  or  vessel  is  about  to 
proceed  cw  such  foreisn  vorige,  be  not  within  the 
disbrict,  where  such  snip  or  vessel  is  enrolled,  the 
collector  of  such  district  shall  give  to  the  ma 
of  such  ship  or  vessel  a  certificate,  specifying  that 
tke  enrolment  and  license  of  sacJi  ship  or  yc 

ia  lecMved  by  him,  and  the  time  when  it  wa 

noeived;  which  certificate  daU  af^rwards  be 
delivered  by  the  aaid  master  to  the  eollecUv,  who 
mar  have  granted  such  eorelment  and  lieease. 

BBC.  9.  And  be  it  JTtriiier  eKoOed,  That  the 
Uoense.  granted  toanyship(»vesGel,slMllbegiven 
up  to  the  coUector  (A  the  district,  who  may  have 
granted  the  same,  within  three  days  afW  the  es- 
piratioii  of  the  time,  for  which  it  wa«  granted,  in 
taw  auch  ship  oi  vessel  be  then  withm  Ue  district 
or.  if  she  be  abaeat,  at  that  time,  with  ia  three  dan 
frMnkerfirslaDriv&l  within  the  district  afterwards, 
or  if  she  be  sold  out  of  the  distriel,  within  three 
(lays  after  the  arrival  of  the  nuster  withia  any 
diatrtct,  to  the  collector  of  saeh  district  taking  his 
certificate  therefor ;  and  if  tbe  master  thereof  sWi 
D^leet.  or  re&se  to  deliver  up  the  license,  at  aibre- 
smd.  he  sliall  fotft  lit  fifty  doUan ;  but  if  such  license 
shall  have  been  previoudy  given  up  to  the  coUec 


coUeeMr,  fae  pioduccd  by  such  master,  or  if  such 
license  be  Idst,  or  destroyed,  or  unintentituially 
mislaid,  so  that  it  cannot  be  fouod,  and  the  master 
of  saeh  ship  or  vessel  shall  makeanid«)b»cribean 
oath  or  a&mation,  that  such  license  is  lost,  de- 
Biioyed,  or  uitintentionaily  mislaid,  as  he  venly 
believes,  and  that  the  same,  if  found,  shall  be  de- 
livered up,  a*  is  herein  required,  then  the  aforesaid 
penalty  shall  not  be  incurred.  And  if  such  license 
shall  he  tost,  destroyed,  or  uninteniionally  mislaid, 
as  aforesaid,  before  the  expiniiou  of  the  tinie,  for 
which  it  was  granted,  upon  the  like  oath  or  affirm- 
ation being  made  and  subscribed  by  the  master  of 
snch  ship  or  vesad,  the  said  collector  is  hereby 
authorized  and  requited,  uptui  apfdieation  being 
made  therefor,  (o  license  such  ship  or  vessel  anew.  I 


8bo>  10.  And  bt  UfiaHuremaeltd,  ThatitaMI 
and  may  be  lawfttl  fortheovnef  crownenofany 
licensed  ship  or  vessel,  to  rMnra  sneh  Uceaae  to 
the  collector  who  nanted  the  same,  at  aav  ti»e 
wkhin  the  year,  ^r  which  it  was  ctuited,  who 
shall  th«>eupon,  cancel  ibe  same,  and  ahall  beeaa 
such  vessel  anew,  upon  the  apfdication  of  the 
owaer  or  owners,  and  upon  tbe  coaditioits  hoca 
before  required,  beta*  eeiaplied  with ;  ma4  iB«asa 
the  term,  for  waioh  me  fmrner  license  was  gnat 
ed,  shall  not  be  expired,  an  abaiemeat  of  liw  ton- 
nage of  six  Qcats  per  Ion  sb^  be  made,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  time  so  unexpired. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  UJurUterauicled,  That  crtn 
licensed  ship  or  vessel  shall  have  her  name,  aad 
the  port  to  which  she  belongs,  painted  on  hexaten, 
in  the  manner  as  is  provided  for  r^stered  shins 
or  vessels,  aid  if  any  licensed  ship  or  vessd  be 
found,  withont  such  paintine.  the  owner  or  ownesi 
thereof  shall  pay  twenty  dMuis. 

Seo.  13.  Astd  he  itjwiker  enaeUd,  That,  whca 
the  master  of  any  licensed  ship  or  vessel,  ferry 
boats  excepted,  shall  be  changed,  the  new  master 
or,  Id  case  of  his  absenee,  the  owner  or  one  of  the 
owners  lliere(^,  dull  rep«i  soch  duoBca  to  the 
ct^leetor  tending  at  the  port  where  ue  same 
may  happen,  if  there  be  (mk.  otherwise,  to  tbe 
cdlectM  residing  at  any  port,  where  Mcfa  skip  ar 
vessel  may  tt«xt  arrive,  who,  upon  the  oMh  or  at- 
firmaXion  of  such  new  master,  or  in  eaae  of  lua 
absence,  of  the  owaer  <»  one  of  the  owners,  thai 
he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  and  that  soch 
shifi  or  vessel  shall  not,  while  snch  license  eon- 
tinuu  in  fores,  be  employed  in  any  ntaimer,  where- 
by the  revenue  of  Uie  United  StMes  may  he  de- 
fiiauded,  shall  csdorae  such  ehaage  on  Ibe  lie«iM, 
with  the  name  of  the  new  master ;  andiffaeBaatf 
change  shall  happen,  aa  aforesaid,  wid  saeh  ebaiy 
ahall  not  be  reporten,  and  the  endtfsenseftt  emm 
of  such  change,  as  is  herein  required,  each  sfaip  or 
vessel,  Ibund  caitying  on  the  ooaating  imde  or 
fisheries,  shall  be  snbgeot  lo  pajr  the  saaae  fees  andl 
Ksmage,  as  a  vessel  of  the  United  Stales,  Imvuc 
a  register,  and  the  aaid  new  master  aball  forfcU  and 
pay  the  snm  often  dollars. 

Bkc.  13.  And beitjierllier enacted,  Thatit shall 
be  lawful,  at  all  times,  for  any  officer  c 


the  collection  of  the  revenue,  to  iospeet  tbe  etuel- 
ment  or  license  of  any  ship  or  vcaael ;  and  if  tba 
master  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  not  exUhtt 
the  same,  whes  thereunto  reqaired  by  such  cfiocr, 
he  shall  pay  one  hundred  dollars. 

14.  And  be  it  furlAer  enacted,  That  the 
or  commander  of  every  sh^t-  or  vessel 
licensed  for  carrying  on  tbe  eoasting  trade,  de» 
tined  from  a  district  in  one  Sti^e,  (o  a  ^stnet  i* 
the  same,  or  an  adjoining  Slate  on  tbe  seaeoaM, 
or  on  a  naviffable  river,  having  on  board,  either 
distilled  spirits  in  casks  exceMing  five  hundred 
gallons,  wme  in  casks  exceeding  two  bvadrcd  ami 
fifty  gallons,  or  in  botllee  exceeding  one  handted 
doiens,  sugar  in  cuks  or  boxes  ezce«dii^  ibree 
thousand  pounds,  tea  in  chests  or  boxes  exceeding 
five  hundred  pounds,  coffee  in  casks  or  hags  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  pounds,  or  fora^merehan- 
diae  in  packages,  as  itnpcMledt  exceeding  iji  vslae 
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four  huudted  dollaiB,  or  goods,  waies  or  merchaa- 
dise,  c<Hi$isting  of  such  eaumeraled  or  other  arti- 
cles of  foieigo  growth  or  manuiactute,  or  of  both, 
whose  aegiegale  value  exceed^  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars, shaHTprevious  to  the  dep«Tture  of  such  ship 
or  vessel,  from  the  jjort  where  she  may  then  be, 
make  out  and  subscribe  duplicate  manifests  of  the 
whole  of  such  cargo  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel, 
specifyiug  in  such  maaifesta,  the  marks  and  aum- 
tiers  of  every  cask,  ba;,  box,  chest  or  package  cod- 
taiuiug  the  same,  with  the  name  and  place  of  resi- 
dence of  every  shipper  and  consignect  and  the 
quantity  shipped  by  and  to  each,  and  if  thete  be  * 
coUector  or  surveyor,  residing  at  such  port,  o 
within  five  miles  thereof,  he  shall  deliver  such 
manifests  to  the  collector,  if  there  be  one,  otherwise 
to  the  GUivevor,  before  whom  be  shall  swear  or  af- 
firm, to  the  DesI  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  that 
the  goods  therein  contained  were  legally  imnorted, 
and  the  duties  thereupon  paid  or  secured,  or  if 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  that  the 
duties  thereupon  have  been  paid  or  secured,  where- 
upon the  said  collector  or  surveyor  shall  certify 
the  same  on  the  said  manifests,  one  of  which  he 
shall  retuia  to  the  ,said  master,  with  a  permit,  spe- 
ciiying  thereon,  generally^  the  ladiitg  on  board  such 
ship  or  vessel,  and  authorizing  him  to  proceed  to 
the  port  of  his  destination.  And  if  any  ship  or 
ressel,  being  laden  and  destined,  as  aforesaid,  snail 
depart  from  the  port  where  she  may  then  be,  with- 
out the  master  or  commander  having  first  made 
out  and  subscribed  duplicate  manifests  ot  the  lading 
on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  in  case  there  be 
a  collector  or  surveyor  residing  at  such  port,  or 
within  five  miles  thereof,  without  having  previous- 
ly delivered  the  same  to  the  said  collector  or  sur- 
veyor, and  obtaining  a  permit,  in  manner  as  is 
herein  required,  such  master  or  commander  shall 
pay  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  15-  AjuI  be  it/ifrtheT  enacted,  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel 
licensed  for  cerryin^j  on  the  coasting  trade,  having 
on  board,  either  distilled  spirits  in  casks  exceeding 
five  hunared  gallons,  wioe  in  casks  exceeding  two 
hundred  and  fifty  gallons,  or  in  bottles  exceeding 
one  hundred  dozens,  sugar  in  casks  or  boxes  exceef 
ing  three  thousand  pounds,  tea  in  chests  or  boxes 
exceeding  five  hundred  ppunds,  coffee  ia  casks  or 
bags  exceeding  one  thousand  pounds,  or  foreign 
merchandise  in  packages,  as  imported,  exceeding 
in  value  four  hundrea  dollars,  or  goods,  wares  or 
merchatidise,  consisting  of  such  enumerated  or 
other  articles  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  or 
of  both,  whose  anregate  value  exceeds  eight  Hun- 
dred dollars,  and  arriving  from  a  district  in  one 
State,  at  a  district  in  the  same  or  an  adjoining 
Btate  on  the  sea  coast,  or  on  a  navigable  river, 
shall,  previous  to  the  unlading  of  any  part  .of  the 
cargo  of  sncb  ship  or  vessel,  dePiver  to  the  collector, 
if  there  be  oite,  or  if  not,  to  the  surveyor  residing 
at  the  port  of  her  arrival,  or  if  there  be  no  coU 
lector  or  surveyor  residing  at  such  port,  then  to  a 
coUector  or  surveyor,  if  tnere  be  any  such  officer, 
residing  within  five  miles  thereof,  the  manifest  of 
the  cargo,  certified  by  the  collector  or  surveyor  of 
the  district  from  whence  she  sailed,  (if  there  be 


such  manifest,)  otherwise  the  duplicate  manifestt 
thereof,  as  is  herein  before  directed,  to  the  truth 
of  which,  befc»'e  such  officer,  he  shall  swear  or 
affirm.  And  if  theae  have  been  taken  on  board  such 
sh^)  or  vessel,  any  other  or  more  ^oods,  than  are 
contained  in  such  manifest  or  manifests,  since  her 
dewrture  from  the  port,  from  whence  she  first 
sailed,  or  if  any  goods  have  been  since  landed,  the 
said  master  or  commander  shall  make  known  and 
partieularizethesametothesaidcollectororsurvey- 
or,  or  if  no  such  eoods  have  been  so  taken  on  board 
or  landed,  he  shut  so  declare^o  the  truth  of  which 
he  shall  swear  or  affirm :  Whereupon,  the  said 
collector  or  surveyor  shall  grant  a  permit  for  un- 
lading a  part,  or  the  whole  of  such  cargo,  as  the 
said  master  or  commander  may  request.  And  if 
there  be  no  collector  or  surveyor,  residing  at,  or 
within  five  miles  of  the  said  port  of  her  arrival, 
the  master  or  commander  of  such  ship  or  veseeL 
mav  proceed  (o  discharge  the  lading  from  on  board 
such  ship  or  vessel,  but  shall  deliver  to  the  col- 
lector or  surveyor,  residing  at  the  first  port,  where 
he  may  next  afterwards  arrive,  and  within  twenty- 
four  hours  of  his  arrival,  the  manifest'ojr  manifests 
aforesaid,  noting  thereon  the  times  when,  and 
places  wnere,  the  ffoods,  therein  mentioned,  have 
been  unladen,  to  the  truth  of  which;  before  the 
said  last  mentioned  collector  or  surveyor,  he  shall 
swear  or  affirm;  and  if  the  master  or  commander 
of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  beiogladen  as  aforesaid, 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  deUver  the  manifest  or 
manifests,  at  the  times,  and  in  the  manner,  herein 
directed,  ne  shall  pay  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  is.  And  be  it  JJeHher  enacted,  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel  li- 
censed for  carrying  on  the  coasting  trad^  imd 
being  destined  from  any  district  or  the  United 
Stales  to  a  district  other  than  a  district  in  the 
same,  or  an  adjoiniiig  State,  on  the  seacoait,  or  on 
a  navigable  river,  shall,  previous  to  her  departure, 
deliver  to  the  collector  residing  at  tlie  port  where 
h  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  if  there  is  one,  other- 
le  to  the  collector  of  the  district  comprehending 
such  port,  or  to  a  surveyor  within  the  district,  as 
the  one  or  the  other  may  reside  nearest  to  the 
port  at  which  such  ship  or  vessel  luay  be,  dupli- 
cate manifests  of  the  whole  cargo  on  board  such 
ship  or  vessel  J  or,  if  there  be  no  cargo  on  board, 
he  shall  so  certi^ ;  and,  if  there  be  any  distilled 
■pirits,  or  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  fo- 
.'eign  growm  or  manufacture  on  board,  other  than 
what  may,  by  the  collects,  be  deemed  sufficient 
for  sea  stores,  he  shall  specify,  in  such  manifests, 
the  marks  and  numbers  of  every  cask,  baa  box, 
:heBt,  or  package,  containing  the  same,  with  the 
jame  and  place  of  residence  of  every  shipper  and 
consignee  of  such  distilled  spirits  or  goods  of  fo- 
reign growth  or  manufacture,  and  the  quantity 
shipped  by,  and  to  each,  to  be  by  him  sufecribed, 
and  to  the  truth  of  which  be  shall  swear  or  aSurn, 
and  shall  also  swear  ot  affirm,  before  the  said  col- 
'eetor  or  surveyor,  that  such  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
handise,  of  foreint  growth  or  manufacture  wer^ 
the  best  oif  his  knowledge  and  belief.  legally 
— .-J   — J  .1..  J...; —  ,c "aid  or  se- 
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Slates,  Hm  ihe  dniies  theteupon  iisTe  been  duly 
paid  or  secured ;  upon  the  penbrmBiice  of  which, 
and  DOI  before,  the  said  collector  or  surveyor  ahall 
certify  the  same  on  the  said*  |aaDifests,  oae  of 
which  he  shall  return  lo  the  master,  with  a  per- 
mit thereto  anoexed,  authorizing  him  to  proceed 
to  the  port  of  his  destiaatLon :  and  if  any  such 
ship  or  vessel  shaH  depart  from  the  port  where 
she  may  then  be,  having  distilled  spirits,  or  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  of  foreign  growth  or  ma- 
nufacture, on  boerd,  without  tne  several  things 
herein  required  being  complied  with,  the  master 
thereof  shall  forfeit  one  hundred  dollars;  or,  if  the 
lading  be  of  goods  the  growth  or  mantifacture  of 
the  United  States  only,  or  if  such  ship  or  vessel 
have  no  cargo,  and  she  depart  vrithout  the  several 
things  herein  required  being  complied  with,  the 
said  master  shall  forfeit  and  pay  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel  li- 
censed to  carry  on  the  coasting  trade,  arriving  at 
any  district  of  the  United  States,  from  any  dis- 
trict other  than  a  district  in  the  same  or  an  ad- 
joining State  on  the  seacoast,  or  on  a  navigable 
river,  shall  deliver  to  the  collector  residing  at  the 
port  where  she  may  arrive,  if  there  be  one,  other- 
wise to  the  collector  or  surveyor  in  the  district 
comprehending  such  port,  as  the  one  or  the  other 
may  reside  nearest  thereto,  if  the  collector  or  sur- 
veyor reside  at  a  distance  not  exceeding  five  miles, 
within  twenty-four  hours,  or,  if  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance, within  forty-eight  hours  next  after  his  ar- 
rival ;  and,  previous  to  the  unlading  any  of  the 
goods  brought  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  the  manifest 
of  the  cargo,  (if  there  be  any,)  certified  bv  the 
collector  or  surveyor  of  the  district  from  wttence 
she  last  sailedj  and  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation 
before  the  said  collector  or  surveyor  that  there 
was  not,  when  he  sailed  from  the  district  where 
his  manifest  was  certified,  or  has  been  since,  oi 
then  is,  any  more  or  other  eoods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, of  foreign  growth  oi  manufacture,  oi 
distilled  spirit^  (if  there  be  any  other  than  sea- 
stores  on  Doard  sach  vessel,)  than  is  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and,  if  there  be  no  such  goods,  he  shall  so 
swear  or  affirm',  and,  if  there  oe  no  cargo  ob 
board,  he  shall  produce  the  certificate  of  the  col 
lector  or  surveyor  of  the  district  from  whence  she 
last  sailed,  as  aforesaid,  that  such  is  the  case; 
wheieujMu  such  collector  or  surveyor  shall  grant 
a  permit  for  unlading  the  whole  or  part  of  such 
cargo  (if  diere  be  any)  within  bis  district,  as  the 
master  may  request ;  and,  where  a  part  only  of 
the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  foreign 

Erowth  or  manufacture,  or  of  distilled  spirits, 
roughl  in  such  ship  oi  vessel,  is  intended  to  be 
landed,  Ihe  said  collector  or  surveyor  shall  make 
an  endorsement  of  such  part,  on  the  back  of  the 
manifest,  specifying  the  articles  to  be  landed,  and 
shall  return  such  manifest  to  the  master,  endors- 
ing also  thereoD  his  permission  for  such  ship  or 
vessel  to  proceed  to  the  place  of  her  destination; 
and,  if  the  master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  ne- 

Slect  or  refuse  to  deliver  the  manifest,  (or,  if  she 
as  no  cargo,  the  certificate.)  within  the  time 
herein  directed,  he  shall  forfeit  one  hundred  dol- 


lars, and  Ihe  goods,  wares,  and  mercbutdiac,  tf 
foreisa  growth  or  manufacture,  or  distilled  qtink 
found  on  board,  or  landed  from  such  ship  tir  ra- 
il, not  being  certified,  as  is  herein  required,  dial 
be  forfeited ;  and,  if  the  same  shall  amooal  to  dt 
value  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  such  ship  or  tohI. 
with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  fomitnrc,  ilMlIk 
also  forfeited. 

^j:c.IB.  Andbe it fiirthtr enacted,  ThmttiaAai 
this  act  contained  shall  be  so  coBstroed  u  lo 
ige  the  master  or  commander  of  Koy  dupot 
vessel  licensed  for  carrying  on  the  easatmg  Iiuc. 
bound  from  a  district  in  one  State  to  a  districta 
the  same,  or  an  adjoining  State  od  the  iwatnart 
navigable  river,  havmg  on  board  goa4 
n<u»,  v(  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  prodnel,  a 
manufactures  of  the  United  States  only,  (ese^ 
distilled  spirits,)  or  distilled  spirits,  T"^t  more  tu 
five  hundred  gallons,  wine  in  ca^ts  not  mote  tbn 
two  hundred  and  fifty  gallons,  or  in  bottles  m( 
more  than  one  hundred  dozens,  sugar,  in  casks  w 
boxes,  not  more  than  three  thousand  pounds,  ICL 
iu  chests  or  boxes,  not  more  than  five  buriM 
pounds,  coffee,  in  casks  or  bags,  not  ntoR  ikM 
one  thousand  pounds,  or  foreign  merchandig,  it 
packages,  as  imported,  of  not  more  value  thu 
four  hundred  dollars,  or  goods,  wares,  or  merelHi- 
disc,  consisting  of  such  enumerated  or  other  arti- 
cles of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  at  of  botL 
whose  ai(ere«;ate  value  shall  be  not  more  thaa  ei^ 
hundred  aolmrs,  to  deliver  a  maniTest  thcRcCBt 
obtain  a  permit,  previous  to  her  departure,  or  <■ 
her  arrival  within  such  district,  to  make  aar  re- 
port thereof;  but  such  master  shall  be  pr 
with  a  masiiest,  by  him  subscribed,  (rf*  the  ^_ 
of  what  kind  soever,  which  was  on  board 
ship  or  vessel  at  the  time  of  his  departure  bvm 
the  district  from  which  she  last  sailed,  and  if  tkt 
same,  or  any  part  of  such  lading,  consists  of  dis- 
tilled spirits,  or  goods,  wares,  or  merchandiw,  cf 
foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  with  the  nam 
andnumoersof  each  cask, bag. box,  chest,orpul- 

r:,  containing  the  same,  with  the  name  h  tk 
pper  and  cODsiznee  of  each,  which  roaaifetl 
shall  be  by  him  exhibited  for  the  inspecliMiof  uf 
officer  of  Ihe  revenue,  wben  by  such  officer  dicR- 
unto  required,  and  shall  also  inform  sneh  tfiuf 
from  whence  such  ship  or  vessel  last  sailed,  tad 
how  long  she  has  been  in  port,  when  by  him  to  i>- 
terroffaled ;  and  if  the  master  of  such  ship  or  Tea- 
sel shall  not  be  provided,  on  his  arriral  witUa 
any  such  district,  with  a  manifest,  mod  exUbii  the 
same,  as  is  herein  required,  if  the  lading  of  sock 
ship  or  vessel  consist  wholly  of  goods  ibe  produce 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  (distilU 
spirits  excepted^)  he  shall  forfeit  twenty  doUani 
or,  if  there  be  distilled  spirits,  or  goods,  waiet, « 
merchandise,  of  foreign  growth  or  mannfactnit 
on  board,  excepting  what  may  be  sufficient  (a 
sea  stores,  he  shall  forfeit  forty  dollars ;  or,  if  he 
shall  refuse  to  answer  the  interr^atories  tndy,t> 
is  herein  required,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  oae 
hundred  dollars ;  and  if  any  of  the  goods  laden  <■ 
board  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  of  foreign  erowth 
or  manufacture,  or  of  spirits  distilled  witun  tkt 
United  States,  so  much  of  the  same  as  may  be 
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found  on  board  rach  Bhip  or  reswl,  md  wbicb 
fihall  not  be  included  in  ibe  manifest  ezbibited  bjr 
snch  masIeT,  sball  be  forfeited. 

Sec.19.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  ThMitshall 
and  may  be  lawful  foi  the  collector  of  the  district 
of  Pennsylvania  to  grant  permits  for  the  trans- 
portation of  goods,  waret^  or  merchandise,  of  fo- 
reign erowth  or  numufac  tore,  across  the  Stale  of 
New  Jersey  to  the  district  of  New  York,  or  acroM 
the  State  of  Delaware  to  any  district  in  the  State 
of  Maryland  or  Virginia ;  and  for  ibe  collector  of 
the  district  of  New  York  to  grant  like  permits  for 
the  tranaportation  across  the  State  of  New  Jersey ; 
and  for  tne  collector  of  aay  district  of  Maryland 
or  Virginia  to  grant  like  permits  for  the  transport- 
ation across  the  State  oi^  Delaware  to  the  district 
of  Pennsylvania:  Pnmded,  That  every  such  per- 
mit shall  express  the  name  of  the  owner  or  person 
sending  such  goods,  and  of  the  person  or  persons 
to  whom  such  goods  shall  be  consi^ed,  with  the 
marlis,  numbers,  and  description  of  the  packages, 
whether  bale  box,  chest,  or  otherwise,  and  the 
kind  of  goods  cfflHained  thereio,  and  the  date 
when  granted ;  and  the  owner  or  person  sending 
such  ^ods  shall  swear  or  affirm  that  they  were 
legally  imported,  and  the  duties  thereupon  paid 
or  secured ;  And  provided,  also,  That  the  owner 
or  consignee  of  ^1  such  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, ehalL  within  twenty-four  hours  afterthe 
arrival  thereof  at  the  place  to  which  they  were 
permitted  to  be  transported,  report  the  same  to 
the  collector  of  the  distiict  wture  they  shall  so 
arrive,  and  shall  deliver  up  the  permit  accom- 
panylng  the  same  i  and,  if  the  owner  or  consignee 
aforesaui  Ehall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  due  entry 
of  such  ^foods  wiUiia  the  time  and  in  the  manner 
herein  directed,  all  such  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, shall  be  subject  to  forfeiture ;  and,  if  the 
[termit  i^ranted  shall  not  be  given  op  within  the 
time  limited  for  makin^^  the  said  report,  the  per- 
son or  persons  to  whom  it  was  granted,  ueglectins 
or  refusing  to  deliver  it  up,  shall  forfeit  fifty  doU 
lars  for  every  twenty-four  boivs  it  shall  be  with- 
held afterwards; /Vovufed,  That  where  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  to  be  transported  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  shall  be  of  less  value  than  eight 
hundred  dollars,  the  said  oath  and  permit  shall  not 
be  deemed  necessary,  nor  shall  the  owner  or  con- 
signee be  obliged  to  make  re^rt  to  the  collector 
of  the  district  where  the  said  gooils,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  shall  arrive. 

Sbo.  20.  And  be-UJuTther  enacted,  That,  when 
any  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,  registered 
according  to  law,  shall  be  employed  in  going  from 
any  one  district  in  the  United  States  to  any  other 
district,  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  the  master  or  com- 
mander thereof,  with  the  goods  she  may  have  on 
board,  previous  to  her  departure  from  the  district 
where  she  may  be,  and  also  upon  her  arrival  in 
any  other  district,  shall  be  subject  (except  as  to 
the  payment  of  fees)  to  the  same  regulations,  pro- 
visions, penalties,  and  forfeitures}  and  the  like  du- 
ties are  imposed  on  like  officers  as  is  provided  by 
the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  sections  of  this  act 


herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to 


ir  ships  or  vessels  licensed  for  carrying  on  the 
coMiiog  tnde:  Prwided,  however,,  That  nothing 


registered  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
having  on  board  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  of 
foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  brought  into  the 
United  States  in  such  ship  or  vesselfrom  a  ib- 
rei^  port,  and  on  which  the  duties  have  not  been 
paid  or  secured,  according  to  law. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it /urlher  enacted,  That,  when 
any  ship  or  vessel,  licensed  for  carrying  on  the 
fishery,  shall  be  intended  to  touch  and  trade  at 
any  foreign  port  or  place,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  master,  commanaer,  or  owner,  to  obtain  per- 
mission for  that  purpose  from  the  collector  of  the 
district  where  such  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  previous 
to  her  departure,  and  the  master  or  commander 
of  every  snch  ship  or  vessel  shall  deliver  like  ma- 
nifests and  make  like  entries,  both  of  the  ship 
or  vessel  and  of  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise 
on  board,  within  the  same  time,  and  under  the 
same  penalty  as,  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
are  provided  for  shipe  or  vessels  of  the  Unites 
States  arrivins  from  a  foreign  porL  And  if  any 
ship  or  vessel  licensed  for  carrying  on  the  fisheries 
shall  be  found  within  three  leagues  of  the  coast 
with  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  of  foreign 
growth  or  manufacture  exceeding  the  value  of 
five  hundred  dollais,  without  having  such  permis- 
sion as  is  herein  directed,  such  ship  or  vessel,  to- 
gether with  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  of 
foreign  growth  or  manufacture  imported  therein, 
shall  DC  subject  to  seizure  and  forfeiture. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  itfiiriher  enacted,  That  the  mas- 
ter or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel  employ- 
ed in  the  transportation  of  goods  from  district  to 
district  that  shall  put  into  a  port  other  than  the 
one  to  which  she  was  bound,  shall,  within  twenty- 
four  hours  of  his  arrival,  if  there  be  an  officer  re- 
siding at  such  port,  and  she  continue  there  so  long, 
make  report  of  hia  arrival  to  siich  officer,  with  the 
name  ofthe  place  he  came  from,  and  to  which  he 
is  bound,  witn  an  accountof  hislading:andif  the 
master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  neglect  or  re- 
fuse to  do  the  same,  he  shall  forfeit  twenty  dollars. 

Sec  23.  And  be  U  Juriher  enacted.  That  if  the 
master  or  commander  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  em- 
ployed in  the  transportation  of  goods  from  district 
to  district,  having  on  lM»rd  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise of  foreien  growth  or  manufacture,  or  dis- 
tilled spirits,  shall,  on  his  arrival  at  the  port  to 
which  be  was  destined,  have  lost  or  mislaid  the 
certified  manifest  of  the  same,  or  the  permit  which 
was  given  therefor,  by  the  collector  or  surveyor  of 
the  £strict  from  whence  he  sailed,  the  collector  of 
the  district  where  he  shall  so  arrive  shall  take 
bond  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  such  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  of  forei^  growth  or  ma- 
nufacture, or  distilled  soirits.  withm  six  months, 
in  the  same  manner  as  tnongn  they  were  import- 
ed from  a  foreign  country:  Provided,  hoinewr,' 
Such  bond  diall  be  cancelled,  if  the  said  mas- 
ter shall  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the 
collector  taking  such  bond,  and  within  the  term 
therein  limited  for  payment,  a  ceriifieate  from  the 
collector  or  surveyor  of  the  district  from  whence 
he  sailed  that  such  goods  were  legally  exported 
in  such  ship  or  vessel  friHD  such  district. 
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Sic.  24.  JtitA  b«  a  fwriher  enaeltd,  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  foreipi  shy)  or  ""*- 
sel,  bound  from  a  district  in  the  United  Stat* 
any  other  district  within  the  same,  ahall,  it 
cases,  prerious  to  her  departure  from  such  district, 
deliver  10  the  collector  of  such  district,  daplicate 
manifests  of  the  lading-  on  board  such  ship  oi 
sel,  if  there  be  any,  or,  if  there  bS  none,  he 
dechire  that  such  is  the  case,  and  to  the  truth 
of  sach  manifests  or  decbration,  be  ihatl  swear 
or  affirm,  and  also  obtain  a  permit,  from  the 
said  collector,  authorizing  him  to  proceed  to  the 
place  of  his  destination.  And  the  master  or 
commander  of  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  on  his 
arrivftl  within  any  district,  from  any  other  dii 
trict,  shall,  in  all  cases,  within  forty-eight  hour 
after  his  arrival,  and  previous  to  the  unlading  any 
goods  from  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel  deliver 
to  the  collector  of  the  distnct  where  he  may 
have  arrived,  a  manifest  of  the  goods  lade 
board  such  ^ip,  or  vessel,  if  any  there  be, 
in  Inllast  only,  he  shall  so  declare,  and  ti 
truth  of  which  manifest  or  declaration,  he  shall 
swear  or  affirm ;  and,  also,  that  such  manifest  con- 
tains an  account  of  all  the  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise which  were  on  board  such  snip  or  ves- 
sel, at  the  time,  or  have  been,  since  her  departure 
ftom  the  place,  from  Whence  she  shall  be  reported 
last  to  have  sailed;  and  he  shall  also  deliver  t- 
soch  collector  the  permit  which  was  given  hii 
from  the  collector  of  the  district  from  whence  he 
Bailed.  And  if  the  master  or  commander  of  any 
such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  neglect  or  refhse  comply- 
ing with  any  of  the  requirements  herein  made,  he 
shall  forfeit  one  hundred  dollars :  Prorndtd,  al- 
ieat/»,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  becon- 
stnied  as  affecting  the  payment  of  tonnage,  or 
any  other  requirements  which  such  ships  or  ves- 
sels are  now  subject  to  by  the  preaent  ezistiug 
l«ws  of  the  United  States. 

Bec.  25.  And  be  ti  further  enacted.  That  in 
erery  case,  where  the  collector  is,  by  tois  act,  di- 
rect^ to  grant  any  enrolment,  license,  certificate, 
permit,  or  other  document,  the  naval  officer  resid- 
mg  at  the  pott  (if  there  he  erne)  shall  sign  the 
same,  and  every  surveyor  who  shall  certify  a  — 
nifes^  or  grant  a  permit,  or  who  shaU  receive 
certified  manifest,  or  a  permit  us  is  provided  for  in 
tiiis  actj  shall  mnkfe  monthly  retarns  thereof  or 
sooner,  if  it  can  conveniently  be  made,  to  the  collec- 
tor of  the  district  where  such  snrveyw  may  reside. 

Sec.  26.  Andbeit  farther  enacted,  That,  before 
(my  ship  or  vessel,  of  the  burden  of  five  tons  and 
less  than  twenty  tons,  shall  be  licensed,  the  same 
admeasurement  shall  be  madeof  sueh  shipor  ves- 
sel, and  the  same  provisions  observed  relative  there- 
to, as  are  to  be  oWrved  in  case  of  admeasuring 
snips  or  vesseh  to  be  registered  or  enrolled  ;  but 
in  all  cases  where  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  any  other 
lieensed  sltip  or  vessel,  shall  hare  been  once  ad- 
measured, it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  measure 
Buch  ship  or  vessel  anew,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining another  earolment  or  license,  except  such 
■hip  or  Vessel  shall  have  uBdergoue  some  aliers- 
tion  Bs  to  her  burden,  subsequent  to  the  time  of 
her  former  Ueeuse. 


Sec.  ST.  AndbeitfurtkeretiticUd,  TbstitdiaH 
be  lawful  fbr  any  onset  of  the  revenue  n>  go  e« 
board  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  whether  she  atail  be 
within  or  withont  hh  district,  and  the  same  to 
inspect,  search,  and  examine,  nd  if  it  sfaaO  ap- 
pear that  any  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  has  been  committed,  whereby  such  ship  or 
vessel,  or  the  goods,  vVares,  rad  merchandise  oa 
board,  or  any  part  thereof  is,  or  arc  liable  to  fbr- 
feiture,  to  malre  seizure  of  the  same. 

Sec.  S8.  And  beiifvrtherenacUd,  That,  in  every 
case  where  a  forffeitare  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  shall  accrue,  it 
shaU  be  the  doiv  of  the  collector,  or  other  proper 
cffieer,  who  shall  give  notice  of  the  seizure  Msoch 
ship  or  vessel,  or  of  ancb  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chaadise,  to  insert  in  the  same  advertisemeDt  the 
name  or  names  and  the  [riace  or  places  of  re9- 
dence  of  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  an;^  soeh 
ship  or  vessel,  goods^  wares,  and  merchandise  be- 
longed or  were  consigned,  at  the  time  of  soch  s^ 
mre,  if  the  same  shaft  be  known  to  him- 

Skc.  89.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  erery 
collector  who  shall  Imowingly  make  any  record  at 
enrolment  or  license  of  any  ship  Or  resael,  and 
—  y  other  officer  or  person,  appointed  by,  or  ob- 


the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  or  shall 
take  any  otker  or  greater  fees  than  are  by  ihiaaei 
allowed,  or  shall  receive,  fbr  any  service  perftono- 
ed  pursuant  to  this  act,  atty  reward  ((r  gratoity, 
and  every  surveyor  or  other  person  appointed  to 
measure  ships  or  vessels,  who  shall  wilfUly  de- 
liver to  any  collector  or  naval  officer  a  false  de- 
scription of  any  ship  or  vessel,  to  be  enrolled  or 
licensed,  in  pursuance  of  ftis  act,  shall  upon  con- 
viction of  any  such  ne^ect  or  offence,  lorfeil  to 
the  United  Stales  five  hundred  dollara,  and  be 
rendered  incapable  of  serving  in  any  office  of  tniat 
ot  profit  under  the  United  States.  And  if  any 
person  authorized  and  reouired  by  this  act,  in  re- 
spect to  his  ofiiee,  to  perform  any  act  or  Uiing  re- 
quired by  this  act,  shall  wilfully  n^ect  or  refuse 
to  do  and  perform  the  same,  according  to  the  tnc 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  such  person^  on 
being  duly  eonviclM  thereof,  if  not  hereoy  subnet 
to  the  penalty  and  disqualifications  afbtesnd,  raaB 
forfeit  andpay  the  sum  of  fivefaundreddcdlus  tat 
the  first  ofience,  and  a  like  sum  for  the  second  rf- 
fence,  and  shall  from  tbeneelbrward  be  rendered 
inea^ble  of  holding  any  <^ce  of  tmst  or  pnAt 
under  the  United  States. 

;c.  30.  And  be  it  fvrtheretiaeUd,  That,  it  may 
person  or  persons  shall  swear  or  aflSrm  10  any  of 
the  matters  herein  required  to  be  verified,  knowtM 
the  same  to  be  false,  such  person  or  persons  AbM 
suffer  the  like  pains  and  penalties  ac  shall  be  in- 
curred by  persons  committing  vrilfiil  and  convpc 
perjury.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  foEg^ 
coimtCTfeit,  erase,  alter,  or  falsify  any  enrolmeat, 
license,  certificate,  permit,  or  other  doctnaoit, 
mentioned  or  required  in  this  act  to  be  granted  by 
any  officer  of  the  revenue,  such  persin  or  perMPUs 

I  ofiending  shall  forfeit  five  hnndml  dolha^. 

S«o.  31.  And  be  Ufitrlker  maeted,  That  if  asy 
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AeU  of  Ca>^te*9. 


^ _.  .     .  f  this  act,  or 

of  any  other  act  or  lawoftbeUnitMl  States  herein 
mentioQed,  or  ofKnj  of  the  powers  or  laihorities 
Tested  in  him  by  thia  act,  or  any  other  act  or  law, 
aa  aftTTesaid,  alt  and  erery  person  and  persons  so 
oSendiDg  shail  for  every  such  offence,  for  which 
DO  other  penally  is  p«iticularly  proTided,  forfeit 
fire  hnndred  dollart. 

_  Sec.  32.  And  be  itjiirthef  enacted,  That  if  any 
licensed  ship  or  ve^el  shall  be  transferred,  ii 
whole  or  in  part,  to  any  person  who  is  not  at  tht 
time  of  snch  transfer  a  citizen  of  and  resident 
within  the  United  Stales,  or  if  any  snch  ship  or 
Ttesel  shall  be  employed  in  any  other  trade  than 
that  for  which  she  is  licensed,  or  shall  be  found 
'with  ft  forged  or  altered  license,  or  one  granted  for 
any  other  ship  or  vessel,  every  such  ship  or  vessel, 
with  her  tackle.  appat«l,  and  Rimiture^  and  the 
C&iKO  found  on  board  her,  shaU  be  forfeited. 

SFtc.  38.  pTwided,  nevertheUt*  and  be  it  fur- 
tA«T-  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  whole, 
or  any  part,  of  the  lading  or  cargo  on  board  any 
ship  or  vessel  shall  belong  bonajide  to  any  person 
or  persons  other  than  the  master,  owner,  or  ma- 
riners of  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  upon  which  the 
duties  shall  have  been  previoosly  paid  or  secnred, 
ueording  to  law,  shall  be  exempted  from  any  for- 
feiture under  this  act,  anything  thereia  contained 
to  die  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Bic.  34.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
fi«s  and  aSowances  for  the  several  daties  and  ser- 
Tic«s  to  be  performed  in  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be 
aa  follow,  that  is  to  say : 

For  admeasuring  every  ship  or  vessel,  in  order 
to  the  enrolment  or  licensing  and  recording  the 
Mime,  if  of  the  burden  of  five  tons,  and  less  than 
twenty  tons,  Sfly  cents ;  if  of  twenty  tons,  and  not 
exceeding  seventy  tons,  seventy-five  cents;  if 
kbove  seventy  tons  and  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred Ions,  one  himdred  cents;  if  above  one  han- 
dred  tons,  one  hundred  and  fifhr  cents. 

For  every  certificate  of  enrolment,  fi%  cents. 

For  every  endorsement  on  «  certificate  of  eo- 
niment,  twenty  cents. 

For  every  license,  and  granting  the  same,  in- 
eludtng  the  bond,  if  not  exceeding  twenty  tons, 
twenty-five  cents ;  if  above  twenty,  and  liot  more 
than  one  hundred  tons,  finy  cents ;  and  if  more 
than  one  hundred  tons,  one  hundred  cents. 

For  every  endorsement  on  a  license,  twenty 

For  certifying  manifests,  andgrantinga  penmt 
for  a  licensed  vessel  to  proceed  from  district  to 
district,  twenty-five  cents,  if  less  than  fifty  tons; 
and  if  above  fifty  tons,  flfty  cents. 

For  receiving  a  certified  manifest,  and  granting 
a  permit  on  the  arrival  of  such  vessel,  twenty-five 
cents,  if  less  than  fifty  tons;  and  if  above  fifty  tons, 
fifty  cents. 

For  certifying  maniftets,  and  gratiting  a  permit 
for  a  registered  vessel  to  proceed  from  listticl  to 
district,  one  himdred  and  fifty  cents.' 

For  receiving  a  certified  manifest,  and  rraDling 
a  permit,  on  the  arrival  of  such  registered  vesse^ 
tfde  huMnd  and  fifty  cents. 


For  (^Utinjra  permit  for  a  vessel,  not  belonging 
to  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  Uitited  States,  to 
proceed  from  district  to  district,  And  receiving  the 
manifest,  two  himdred  cents. 

For  receiving  a  manifest,  and  granting  a  pennit 
to  unload,  for  such  last  mentioned  vessel,  on  her 
arrival  b  one  district  ftom  another  district,  two 
hundred  cents. 

For  granting  a  permit  for  a  vessel  carryihg  on 
the  fishery,  to  trade  at  a  foreign  port,  twenty-five 
cents ;  and  for  the  report  and  entry  of  any  foreign 
goods  imported  in  such  vessel,  twebty-Sve  cents. 

And  wnere  a  surveyor  shall  certify  a  manifest, 
or  grant  a  permit,  or  receive  a  certified  manifest 
and  erant  a  permit,  the  fees  arising  therefrom 
shall  be  received  by  him  sdely  for  his  use.  And 
alt  other  fees  arising  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  ' 
received  and  tU;Coun(eo  for  by  the  collector,  or,  at 
his  option,  by  the  naval  officer,  where  there  is  one; 
and  where  tnere  b  a  collector,  naval  officer,  and 
surveyor,  shall  be  equally  divided,  monthly,  be- 
tween the  said  officers;  and  where  there  is  no 
DMval  (^eei,  two-thirda  (o  the  coUeoi«Tr  and  tile 
other  third  to  the  jlmyor;  toA  where  there  is 
only  a  collector,  be  shall  receive  the  whole  amount 
thereof;  and  wnere  there  is  more  than  one  sm- 
veyoT  in  any  district,  each  of  them  shaQ  receive 
his  proportionable  part  of  such  fees  as  shall  arise 
in  the  port  for  which  he  is  appointed:  ProTfided. 
alwayt^  That,  in  all  eases  where  the  tonnage  CM 
any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  ascertained,  by  any 
person  ap[>0Laled  for  that  purpose,  such  persok 
sbaD  be  paid  a  reasonable  compensation  therefof, 
out  of  the  fees  aforesaid,  before  any  distribution 
thereof  as  aforesaid ;  and  every  collector  and  naval 
officer,  and  every  surveyor,  who  shall  reside  at  a 
port  where  there  is  no  collector,  shall  cause  to  bo 
affixed,  and  eoiiatantty  leept  in  sonie  coa^aeuoMi 
pta«e  M  hii  offiocf  a  Mir  table  of  ^  tatu  of  fee* 
denMBdabte  by  ihia  atft. 

Sac.  35.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  bQ 
nenaltiea  and  (orfeitateB  which  sUall  be  iaciterad 
by  virtue  and  force  of  ihia  act,  sball  aad  may  be 
aned  foi,  proseeatcd,  and  recovered  ia  lik«  manow 
as  peoaltMi  and  foifahiiRa  inooned  by  virtM  cf 
the  act,  enntfed  "An  act  to  regtdate  the  coUectani 
of  the  duties  impMed  by  taw  onvoodigwa  ret,  and 
merahandiBe  itnported  into  the  Unaied  States,  and 
Km  the  tannage  of  ships  or  Tenets,"  may  be  raed 
for,  ptcwentoi,  and  recovered,  and  shall  be  apfo- 
priated  in  like  mafum :  Pronded,  aimqa,  l!fau 
tf  any  cAoer,  entitled  to  a  pari  or  oluare  of  aay 
snch  paoalty  n  forfclnKe)  Mall  be  neceasary  a*  a 
witness  on  the  trial  for  neh  peMJty  or  foefeiMc^ 
such  officer  may  be  a  wltnaas  npon  the  aaid  trial; 
but  in  such  case  he  shall  not  receive,  or  be  entitled 
10  any  part  or  share  of  the  said  penalty  or  forfeit- 
ure, and  the  part  or  share  to  which  he  would 
otherwise  have  been  entitled,  shall  accrue  to  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  36.  And  be  it  fttrOer  enacted,  That  tUs 
act  shall  commence  and  take  efiect  from  and  after 
the  last  day  of  May  nest,  and  Ihenceforth  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  registering  and  clearing  ve«-  . 


lels,  tegnlatiiu;  the  coasting  trade,  and  for  othn 
puiposes," and  abo  the  ao^  j-.:.i'-i«»-  -..  .. 
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Acta  of  Cangrtm. 


eXfJain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled '  Aa  act  for 
regiatering  and  clearing  vessels,  regulating  the 
coasting  trade,  and  for  other  purposes,"  shall  be 
repealed  and  cease  to  operate,  eicepl  as  to  the  va- 
lidity of  the  registers,  records,  enrolments,  and 
licenses, with  the  ceirtificiiles  and  documents,  which 
shall  have  been  done  or  granted,  in  pursuance  of 
those  acts,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  June  next, 
which  ^ail  continue  to  be  of  the  like  force  and 
effect  as  if  the  said  acts  were  not  repealed;  and 
except,  also,  as  to  (he  prosecution,  recorery,  and 
distribution  of,  and  for  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
ures, which  may  have  been  incurred  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  for  which  purpose,  likewise, 
the  said  acts  shall  continue  in  force. 

Sko.  37.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  boat 
or  lighter,  not  being  masted,  or  if  masted,  and  not 
decked,  employed  in  the  harbor  of  any  town  or 


Approved,  February  li 


1793. 


An  Act  prariding  eoBp 

Viee  PiMident  of  the  Unitod  Statn. 

Be  it  enacted,  *c.  That,  from  and  after  the 
third  day  of  March,  m  the  present  year,  the  com- 
pensation of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  he  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  with  the  use  of  the  furniture  and  other 
efiects  belouKing  to  the  United  States,  and  now  in 
possession  of  the  President ;  and  that  of  the  Vice 
President,  at  the  rale  of  five  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  in  flill  for  tbeir  respective  services,  to  be 
paid  quart  er'Vearty  at  the  Treasury. 

Approved,  February  18, 1793. 

An  Act  to  raped  put  of 

Ibe  twenly-ninth  of  Anguat, 

handnd  uid  eigh^-«i(ht,  re^wctim  tfa> 

of  Post  Saint  Vincwti. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  so  much  of  the  rcMla- 
lion  of  Congress  of  the  twenty^iinth  of  August, 
t«e  tkonnnd  seven  himdred  and  eighty-ei^ht,  as 
leqnini  the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants, 
and  other  settlers  at  Post  Saint  Vincents,  to  pay 
for  the  surrey  of  the  sevend  trscts  which  they 
Ti^tfvUy  cltumed,  and  which  had  been  alloCled  to 
them,  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the 
Ooremmentj  under  which  they  had  settled,  be, 
and  hmeby  is,  repealed:  and  uat  such  surveys 
Ihoeof,  as  may  have  been  nude,  be  paid  for  by 
the  United  StateSgitotexceedinsthe  rates  hitherto 
estaUiskedby  CoBgreas  for  nuEiog  nirveys. 

Approved,  Febrwry  31, 1793. 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  when  any  person  <m 
persons,  being  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates,  shall  all^e  that  he  or  they  have  invented 
any  new  and  useful  ait,  machine,  maou&cture  at 
composition  of  matter,  or  any  new  and  useful  im- 
provement on  any  art,  macnine,  manufacture  or 
composition  of  matter,  not  known  or  used  before 


the  application,  and  shall  preaent  a  petition  to  tW 
Secretary  of  State,  signifyuigadeaireaf  obtainiBg 
an  exclusive  property  in  the  same,  and  r  " 
that  a  patent  may  be  granted  therefor,  it  sn 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Secretary  of  State  to 
cause  letters  patent  to  be  made  out  in  the  osme  at 
the  United  States,  bearing  teste  by  the  Preaident 
of  the  United  States,  reciting  (he  alle^tions  and 
suggestiMis  of  the  said  petition,  and  giving  a  sheet 
description  of  the  said  invention  or  discovery,  and 
thereupon  granting  to  such  petitioner  or  petition- 
ers, his,  her,  or  their  heirs,  administmtors  or  as- 
signs, for  a  term  not  eieeeding  fourteen  yean,  tbe 
full  and  exclusive  right  ana  liberty  of  "'"'^"'g. 
constructing,  using  and  vending  to  others  to  be 
used,  the  said  invention  or  discovery,  which  letten 
patent  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  examined ;  who,  wiihia 
fifteen  days  after  such  delivery,  if  he  finds  the 
same  cuulormable  to  this  act.  shall  certify  accord- 
ingly at  the  foot  thereof,  and  return  the  same  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  who  shall  preaeDt  the  let- 
ters patent  thus  certified^  to  be  si^ed,  and  shall 
cause  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  thereto 
affixed ;  and  the  same  shall  be  good  and  availabk 
to  the  grantee  or  grantees,  by  force  of  this  act,  ai^ 
shall  l^  recordea  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  for  tlfat 
purpose,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  deli  vered  to  the  patentee  or  his  order. 

Bec,  2,  Provided  ahDay»,ttnd  be  itfiirtha' enact- 
ed, That  any  person  who  shall  have  discovered 
an  improvement  in  the  principle  of  any  nm-hi'nf, 
or  in  the  process  of  any  composition  of  matler, 
which  shall  have  been  patented,  and  shall  have 
obtained  a  patent  for  such  improvement,  he  shall 
not  be  at  liberty  to  make,  use,  or  vend  the  <Hv;inal 
discovery,  nor  shall  the  first  inventor  be  at  liSuty 
to  use  the  improvement.  And  it  is  hereby  enact- 
ed and  declared,  that  simply  changing  tiie  form  at 
the  pro[iortiousof  any  macnine,  or  composition  of 
matler,  m  any  d^ree,  shall  not  be  deemed  a  dis- 
covery. 

Sec.  3,  And  be  itJiirtKer  enacted,  That  every 
inventor,  before  he  can  receive  a  patent,  ahaU 
swear  or  affirm  that  he  does  verily  oelieve  that 
he  is  the  true  inventor  or  discoverer  of  the  art, 
machine,  or  improvement,  for  which  he  solicits  a 
patent,  which  oath  or  affirmation  may  be  made 
before  any  person  authorized  to  administer  oath& 
and  shall  deliver  a  written  description  of  his  in- 
vention, and  of  the  manner  of  usine,  or  process  ot 
compounding  the  same,  in  such  full,  clear,  and 
exact  terms,  as  to  distinguish  the  same  fram  all 
other  things  before  known,  and  to  enable  any  per- 
son skilled  in  the  art  or  science,  of  which  it  is  a 
branch,  or  with  which  it  is  most  nearly  connected, 
to  make,  compound,  and  use  the  same.  And  in 
the  case  of  any  macuine,  he  shall  fully  explain  the 
principle  and  the  several  modes  in  which  he  has 
contemplated  the  application  of  that  princi|^  m 
character,  by  which  it  may  be  distinguished  from 
other  inventions;  and  he  shall  accompany  the 
whole  with  '  drawings  and  written  references, 
where  the  nature  of  the  case  admits  of  drawings, 
or  with  specimens  of  the  ingredients,  and  t^tne 
composition  of  matter,  sufficient  in  quajitiiy  for 
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the  porpdM  of  experimmt,  wbn«  the  mT«Dtioii  is 
of  a  composition  of  matter ;  which  docriptien, 
aigned  br  binuelf,  and  attested  b;  two  witnesses, 
ahall  be  filed  io  the  office  oi  the  Secretary  of  StaU, 
and  certified  copies  thereof  shall  be  competent 
evidence,  in  all  CourtA,  where  any  nuitter  ot  thing, 


lion.    And  such  inventor  shall, 

a  model  of  hia  machine,  prorided  the  Secretary 

shall  deem  suob  model  to  be  necesaary. 

8K.4.  And  be  it  J^trlher  enacted,  Thatitshall 
be  lawful  for  au]r  mventor,  his  executor,  or  ad- 
miikistratoi,  to  assign  the  title  aitd  interest  in  the 
said  inTentiou,  at  au^  time,  and  the  assignee  hav- 
ing recorded  the  said  assigtunent,  in  the  office  of 
the  SMietaty  itf  State.  sutU  thereafter  stand  in 
the  place  of  uie  original  inventor,  both  as  to  right 
jid  responaibilir  -  >  --^  ■ 
to  any  degree. 

Sec.  5.  And  i 
person  shall  make,  itTite,  and  use,  or  sell  the  thing 
so  invented,  the  ezchuive  right  of  which  shall,  as 
aforesaid,  have  been  securea  lo  any  person  hy  pa- 
tent, without  the  consent  of  the  patentee,  his  ex- 
ecuurs,  administrators,  or  assigns,  first  obtained  in 
writing,  every  person  soofieniUng  shall  forfeit  and 
pay,  to  the  patentee,  a  sum  that  shall  be  at  least 
equal  to  three  times  the  price  for  which  the  pa- 
tentee has  usually  sold  or  licensed  to  other.persons 
the  use  of  the  siud  invention ;  which  may  be  re- 
covered  in  an  action  on  the  case,  founded  on  this 
act,  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  other  Court  having  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec. 6,  Providedalwayi^emdbeitfurOierenact- 
edj  That  the  defendant  in  such  action  shall  be  per- 
nutted  to  plead  the  general  issue,  andgive  this  act 
and  anyspecialmatter,  of  which  notice  in  writing 
may  have  been  given  to  the  plaintiff  or  hb  attor- 
ney, thirty  days  nefore  trial,  in  evidence,  tending 
to  prove  Inat  the  specification  filed  by  the  plaintiff 
does  not  contain  [he  whole  truth  relative  to  his 
discovery,  or  that  it  contains  more  than  is  neces- 
sary to  produce  the  described  effect,  which 
ceailment  or  addition  shall  fully  appear  to  have 
been  made,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  the  public, 
or  thai  the  thing,  thus  secured  by  patent,  was  not 
originally  di&covered  by  the  patentee,  but  had  been 
in  use,  or  had  been  describea  in  some  public  work, 
anterior  to  the  supposed  discovery  of  ie  pateniee, 
or  that  he  had  surreptitiously  otiiained  a  patent 
for  the  discovery  of  another  person ;  in  eitner  of 
which  cases,  jiu^ment  shall  oe  rendered  for  the 
defendant,  witn  costs,  and  the  patent  shall  be  de- 
clared void. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  UfurAer  enacted,  That  where 
any  State,  before  its  adoption  of  the  present  form 
of  Qoverainent,  shall  have  granted  an  exclusive 
right  to  any  invention,  the  party  claiming  that 
right  shall  not  be  capable  of  obtabing  an  exclu- 
sive right  under  this  act,  but  on  relinquishing  his 
right  imder  such  particular  State,  and  of  such  re- 
linquishment, his  obtaining  an  exclusive  right 
under  this  act  shall  be  sufficient  evidence. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  itjvrther  enacted.  That  the  per- 
sons whose  applications  for  patents  were,  at  the 
time  of  passing  this  act,  depending  before  the  Se- 


cretary of  State,  Secretary  at  War,  and  Attorney 
Oeneial,  accormng  to  the  act,  passed  the  second 
session  of  the  first  Con^^ss.  entitled  "  An  act  lo 
promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts,"  on  comply- 
ing with  the  conditions  of  this  act,  and  paying  the 
fees  herein  required,  may  pursue  their  respective 
claims  to  a  patent  under  the  same. 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  itJurtKer  enacted,  That  incase 
of  interfering  applications,  the  same  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  arbitration  of  three  persons,  one  of 
whom  shall  be  chosen  by  each  of  the  applicants, 
and  the  third  person  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State ;  and  the  decision  or  award  of 
such  arbitrators,  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  writing,  and  subscribed  by  them,  or  any 
two  of  them,  shsill  be  final,  as  far  as  respects  the 
granting  of  the  patent :  and  if  either  of  the  appli- 
cants shall  refuse  or  fail  to  choose  an  arbitrator, 
the  patent  shall  issue  to  the  opposite  party.  Ana 
where  there  shall  be  more  than  two  interfering 
applications,  and  the  parties  applying  shall  not  aD 
uiute  in  appointing  three  arbitrates,  it  shall  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  appoint 
three  arbitrators  for  the  purpose. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  itJitHher  enacted,  That,  upon 
oath  or  affirmation  being  made,  before  the  Judge 
of  the  District  Court,  where  the  patentee,  his  ex- 
ecutors, administrators,  or  assigns  reside,  that  any 
patent,  which  shall  be  issued  m  pursuance  of  this 
act,  was  obtained  surreptitiously,  or  uimn  false 
suggestion,  and  motion  made  to  the  said  Court, 
within  three  years  af\er  issuing  the  aid  patent, 
but  not  afterwards,  it  shall  and  may  be  lamiil  for 
the  Judge  of  the  said  Dbtriet  Court,  if  the  mattei 
alleged  shall  appear  to  him  to  be  sufficient  to  grant 
a  nde,  that  the  patentee,  or  his  executor,  adminis' 
tratoT,  or  assign,  show  cause  why  process  should 
not  issue  against  him  to  repeal  such  patent.  And 
if  sufficient  cause  shall  not  be  shown  to  the  con- 
trary, the  rule  shall  be  made  absolute,  and  there- 
upon the  said  Judge  shall  order  process  to  be  issmd 
against  such  patentee,  or  his  executors,  adminis- 
trators, orassigns,  with  costs  of  suit.  And  in  case 
no  sufficient  cause  shall  be  shown  to  the  contrary, 
or  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  patentee  was  not  the 
true  inventor  or  discoverer,  judgment  ahall  be  ren- 
dered by  such  Court  for  the  re^al  of  such  patent; 
and  if  the  party,  at  whose  complaint  the  process 
issued,  shall  have  judgment  given  against  him,  be 
shall  pay  all  such  costs  as  the  defendant  shall  be 

Eit  to,  m  defending  the  suit,  to  be  taxed  by  the 
ourt,  and  recovered  in  due  course  of  law. 
Seo.  11.  And  fie  itfurther  enactedj  That  every 
inventor,  before  he  presents  his  petition  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  Stated  si^i^iiw  his  aesire  of  obtaining 
a  patent,  shall  pay  into  the  Treasury  thirty  dol- 
lars, for  which  he  shall  take  du^cate  receipts : 
one  of  which  receipts  he  ahall  deliver  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  when  he  presents  his  petition; 
and  the  money  thus  paid  shall  be  in  full  for  the 
sundry  services  to  be  performed  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  consequent  on  such  peti- 
tion,  and  shall  pass  to  the  account  of  clerk-hire  in 
that  office :  Provided,  neveriKeleu,  That  for  every 
copy,  which  may  be  required  at  the  said  office,  of 
any  paper  respecting  any  patent  that  has  been 


149& 


Al^PENDIX. 


Jcto  «f  Congrett. 


giitaxtd,  the  person  oliuinine  stich  copy,  ihall  pay 
M  the  rate  or  tn^nty  cents  for  every  copy-^heet  of 
one  hundred  words,  and  for  every  copy  <»  a  draw- 
iag,  the  party  obtaining  the  same  shall  pay  two 
dollars ;  of  which  payments,  an  acemint  shall  be 
rendered  annually  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  ihey  shall  also  pass  to  the  account  of 
clerk-hire  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sec.  12,  AtuI  be  it  firrther  enacttd,  That  the 
act  passed  the  tenth  day  of  April,  in  th§  rear  one 
Aousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  entitled  "An 
act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts  "  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed;  PrwidefLdmayt^ 
That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
strued to  invalidate  any  patent,  that  may  have 
been  sruited  under  the  anthoritv  of  the  said  aet ; 
and  bU  patentees  under  the  said  act,  their  execu- 
tors, administrators,  and  assises,  shall  be  consid- 
ered within  the  purview  of  this  act,  in  respect  to 
the  violation  of  their  rights :  Provided,  Such  vio- 
lations shall  be  committed  af^et  the  pa:ssiDg  of 
diis  act. 

Approved,  Felwuary  SI,  1793. 


WhereBS|Colonel  John  Hardins,  and  M^or  Alei- 
ander  Tmemaa,  while  employed  in  carrying 
messages  of  peace  to  the  boslile  Indians,  were 
killed  by  the  said  Indians: 
BeHmaOed,  fc-  That  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dolUn  per  uuram,  tor  seven  yean,  be  allowed  to 
tha  wicMiw  and  or^an  childi«i  of  the  Mid  Colo- 
nel John  Haniing ;  and  the  snm  of  three  hundred 
dollua  per  annum,  for  the  same  term  of  seven 
yeut,  to  tk«  orphan  children  of  the  said  M^or 
Alexander  Tmemaa,  lo  commence  on  the  first  day 
of  July,  one  ibonsand  Hveo  hundred  and  ninety- 
twi^  and  l«  be  paid  half-yearly,  at  the  Treasury, 
to  the  said  widow,  and  to  tb«  guardians  «f  the  said 
orphan  children,  or  to  their  Iwal  attorneys. 
Approved,  PebnMiy  S7, 1793. 


An  Act  fci  ropcaling  Um  ssveral  in^iMt  Ltwt  of  tba 

United  State*,  ki  ^  as  tlu^  Kiaj  b&  deemed  to  iin> 

poM  a  duty  on  nwAil  bearti  iaporiad  6a  hrt*i. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  several  laws  of  the 

United  States^  imposing  duties  on  goods,  wares, 

and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 

90  far  as  they  may  be  deemed  lo  impose  a  duly  on 

horses,  cattle,  sheep,  swine,  or  other  uaefol  beasts 

imported  into  the  United  Stales  for  breed,  ahalt  be 

Approved,  February  27, 1793. 


An  Act  in  adffition  to,  and  aheraltini  of  the  act,  entHM 
"An  ad  to  extend  the  time  limited  tar  settHnf  Ae 
aoconnti  of  the  United  States  wWi  the  tudWidiM! 
BtMem." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  second  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited 
for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with 


fhe  mdrrMuol  Ststes,"  which  exteadvd  dw  pow- 
ers of  the  Board  of  Commiasiooers  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  aeeomte  between  the  United  Btaiei 
and  the  State  of  Vermont,  be,  and  hereby  ia,  re- 
pealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  matted,  Ttmt  the 
Board  of  Commiisioaers  esubtiihed  to  aettfe  the 
accomts  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
vidual States,  in  apportioning  the  aggregate  efaM 
the  balances  due  to  each  State  between  £e  Statat, 
agreeaUy  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  net  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  9ettlen(»t<^th«aeoao^ 
between  the  United  States  and  the  indnridniJ 
States,"  shall  have  no  regard  to  the  State  of  T«- 

Ssc.  3.  A»d  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  in  the 
apportioning  of  the  tmlancee  aforesaid,  the  StKc 
of  Kentucky  shall  be  deemed  to  be  iioelnded  in  the 
Slate  of  Virginia,  the  admission  of  the  said  Btoie 
of  Kentucky  as  a  member  of  the  Union  notwith- 
itanding. 

Approved,  February  37, 1798. 

An  Act  to  lefpllate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Penaona. 
Whereas,'  the  act  passed  at  the  last  seeaioa  of  Coa- 
gtesi,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  sece- 
rnent of  the  claims  of  widows  and  orphana 
barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  estaU^ed, 
and  to  reffnlflie  tbe  claims  to  invalid  Pensiona,'* 
is  found  bj  experience  Inadaqnate  to  pi  mint 
the  admission  of  improper  eMims  to  Invalii 
Pensions,  and  not  to  contain  a  sofl&cient  faeUitr 
be  wi^ 


for  the  allowaaee  of  aaeh  i 
fotuded.  Therefore, 
Be  it  enaacd,fc^  That  the  second,  third,  and 
fourth  sections  of  the  said  act  be  repealed,  and 
that  in  fUture,  all  claims  to  such  pensions  shaD  be 
reirulated  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit :  FinL 
All  evidence  relative  to  invalids  shall  be  lakm 
upon  oath  or  affirmation,  before  the  Judge  of  the 
district  in  which  such  invtUids  reside,  or  before 
any  three  persons  specially  authorized  by  com- 
mission from  the  said  Judge.  Secondly.  The 
eridence  relative  to  any  claimant  must  prore  de- 
cisive disability  to  have  been  the  effect  of  known 
wounds  received  While  in  the  actual  line  of  hii 
duty,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  dnrine 
the  late  war.  That  this  evidence  must  be  the  a? 
Bdavits  of  the  commanding  officer  or  snrgeon  of 
the  ship,  regiment,  corps,  or  company,  in  which 
such  claimant  served,  or  two  other  crediUe  wit- 
nesses, lo  the  same  effect,  setting  forth  the  time 
and  place  of  such  known  wound.  Thirdly.  Every 
"'limant  shall  be  examined  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
m,  by  two  physicians  or  suigeons.  to  be  intkor- 
'.i  by  commission  from  the  saia  Judge,  who 
all  reportj  in  writing,  their  opinion,  u^n  oath 
affirmation,  of  the  nature  of  the  said  disa- 
bility, and  in  what  duree  il  prevents  the  claim- 
ant Irom  obtaining  his  livelihood  by  labor.  Ponrtb- 
ly.  Every  claimant  shall  produce  evidence  of  the 
time  of  his  ieavine  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  He  must  a^o  produce  evidebce  of  three 
reputable  freeholders  oi^the  city,  town,  or  county, 
in  which  he  usually  resided  for  the  two  yean  ita- 
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miediately  af^er  he  left  the  serrieej  is  aforesaid,  of 
the  existence  of  his  disability  during  that  period  . 
and  ascertaining,  of  their  own  knowledge,  the 
mode  of  life,  employment,  labor,  or  mesAs  of  sup- 
port of  the  elaimaut.  Fifthly.  And  the  said  clsini 
ant  must  produce  the  evidence  of  two  crediblt 
witnesses,  of  the  continuance  of  his  disability  from 
the  expiration  of  the  said  (wo  years  to  the  t:roe  of 
his  application.  Sixthly.  Each  claimant  mnst 
show  a  good  and  sufficient  cause  why  he  did  not 
apply  for  a  pension,  to  the  person  or  persons  author- 
ized to  examine  his  claim,  on  or  before  the  eleventh 
of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eij^hty -eight,  the  time  limited  for  applications  of 
this  nature.  Serenthlr.  No  eridence  of  any  claim- 
ant shall  be  admitted,  whose  claim  has  been  eM- 
mined  and  rejected  on  or  before  the  aforesaid 
eleventh  of  December,  one  thousand  stren  tran- 
died  and  eighty-eight. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  futther  enacted.  That  the 
Judge  of  the  district  sbaQ  transmit  a  list  of  such 
claims,  accompanied  by  the  erideuce  herein  di- 
rected, to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  compartd 
with  the  nluster-rolls  and  other  documents  m  hia 
office }  and  the  said  Secretary  shall  make  a  state- 
ment of  the  caste  of  the  said  claimants  to  Con- 
gress, with  such  circumstances  and  remarks  at 
may  be  necessary  in  order  to  enable  them  to  take 
Aucn  order  thereon  as  they  may  Judge  rmptt. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  farther  enaatd,  That  no  per- 
son not  on  the  Pension  List  before  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-two,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pension,  who 
shall  not  have  complied  with  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations herein  prescribed ;  saving,  however,  to  all 
pefsons,  all  and  singular  their  rights  founded  upon 
legal  adjudications  under  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  wi' 
dows  and  orphans,  barred  by  the  limitations  here- 
tofore established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to 
Invalid  Pensions ;"  but  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  conjunction  with  the  Attor- 
ney Qenetal,  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  obtain  an  adjudication  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  on  the  validity  of  any 
such  rights  claimed  Under  the  act  aforesaid,  br  the 
delermmation  of  certain  persons  styling  tnem- 
selves  Commissioners. 

Sec.  4.  j4mdtei(J^*rtA<r<nacfc(i,  That  no  claim 
to  a  pension  shall  be  allowed  under  this  act,  which 
shall  not  be  presented  within  two  years  from  the 
passing  the  same. 

Approved,  February  29, 1793. 

An  Act  msfciag-  spproprtatisBB  fbt  the  nin'Wt  of  6o- 


utd  nine^-thiM. 

Be  it  enacted,  ft.,  That,  for  the  serrioe  of  the 
|ear  1798  there  be  appropriated  a  sum  of  money 
not  etceediitf  one  million  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  thousand  and  forty-four  dollars  imd  seventy- 
'      *    osay: 


thirty  thousand  dt^rs:  For  the  like  o 
lions  to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  their  officers  and  attendants,  es- 
timated for  a  session  of  mi  months  continuance, 
one  hundred  and  forty-three  tbonsand  five  hun- 
dred and  nineiy-onedollarsr  For  the  sahuies  of 
the  Doorkeepers  and  Assistant  Doorkeepers  (^the 
Senate  and  Mouse  of  Representatives,  under  Ae 
act  for  theii  compensation  passed  the  twetfib  of 
April,  one  thousand  seven  fanndted  and  nittety- 
two,  one  thousand  two  huitdred  and  tfaitty-Ihree 
ddlars  end  siity-eig'hi  cents;  For  the  expenses  of 
firewood,  stationery,  printing  worL  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Two  Houses  rf  C(m- 
^ess,  nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-two 
ooltars:    For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  theap- 

Sopriation  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hnn^ 
ed  and  ninety-two,  for  contiiwent  »pen<es  in 
the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoase  of  Repr«- 
sentatives,  five  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars: 
For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the  Ghirf 
Justice,  Associate  Judges,  District  Judges,  and  the 
Attorney  GJeneral,  forty-three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred dollars'.  For  the  additional  salary  of  the  At- 
torney General,  by  (he  act  of  the  eighth  of  May, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  mnety-tw^  two 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  and  ewhty-two  cents: 
For  defraying  the  erjiease  of  oletu  of  Coarta, 

Krors,  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  fund  arisiiig 
]m  noes,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  twelve  tlHm- 
sand  dollars:  For  defraying  the  expenses  of  proM- 
cutiODs  for  offences  against  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  prisoners,  fonr  thousand 
dollars:  For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  del- 
Ibt?:  For  salary  of  the  two  principal  clerks  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  eighth  of  May 
to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  uiousond  se- 
ven hundred  and  ninety-two,  one  thousand  and 
forty-three  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents:  For 
expense  of  stationery  printing,  and  allvther  tott- 
tir^nt  expenses  in  t&e  office  of  th«  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  five  hundred  dollars:  For  compen- 
sation to  the  ConrptroHer  of  the  TrwwwT,  oferks 
and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  nine  thousand 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars:  For  the  increased 
lalary  of  the  Comptroller,  from  the  eighth  of  Hay 
:o  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
himdred  and  ninety-two,  two  hundred  and  si«y 
dollars  and  eighty-two  oents ;  For  expense  of  stv 
tionery,  printing,  and  all  other  contingent  ex- 
penses in  the  Gomptroller's  office,  six  hnadred  dri- 
lars:  For  compenoation  to  the  Andltor  of  the 
Treasury,  elerlw,  aai  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  ten  thousand  four  hmidred  and  fifty  dtrflan: 
For  the  increased  salary  of  the  Auditor,  from  the 
eighth  of  May  to  the  ihirty-first  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hnndred  and  ninety-two,  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents:  For 
expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  other  contiit- 

fent  expenses  in  the  Auditor's  office,  six  hundred 
ollarsT  For  compensation  to  the  Register  (rf  the 
TrSttSdit,  clert*,  aMd  bewons  employed  in  his 
office,  eighteen  thousanJ  six  himdred  doUars :  Fot 
the  increased  salary  of  the  Regilter  of  the  Trea- 
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sury,  from  the  eighth  of  May  to  the  thirty-firat  of 
December,  one  thoasand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
tv-two,  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  and 
three  cents  i  and  for  making  K(K>d  the  deficiency 
in  the  appropriation  of  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  niaety-lwo,  one  hundred  dollars )  roakingj 
in  the  whole,  lour  hundred  and  iweuty-sis  dollars 
and  three  cents :  For  expenses  of  stalioaery,  print- 
ing, and  other  coniingent  exueuses,  in  ihe  Re- 
gister's office,  two  thousand  dollars :  For  compen- 
sation to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and  persons  em- 
J loved  in  his  office,  four  thousand  one  hundred 
ollais :  For  the  increased  salary  of  the  Treasurer, 
from  the  dghth  of  May  lo  the  thirty-first  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two,  and  for  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
proptiaiion  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  nineiy-two,  for  clerks  in  that  office,  five  hun- 
died  and  thirty  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents :  For 
expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  priming,  and  other 
contingencies  in  the  Treasurer's  office,  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars :  For  compensation  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons 
employed  in  his  office,  four  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars:  For  the  salary  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  thai 
office,  from  the  establishment  thereof  to  the  thirty- 
first  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-two,  including  also  coniingent  ex- 
penses to  tlie  same  time,  two  thousand  ei^ht  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  dollars  and  forty-six  cenu: 
For  the  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, three  hundred  dollars :  To  make  good  the 
deficiency  in  the  appropriaiioD  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninely-two,  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
two  thousand  four  hundred  dotlaia:  For  Ihe  pay- 
ment of  rent  for  tie  sevenl  houses  employed  m 
the  Treasury  De^tment,  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  eignty-nme  dollars  and  ninety -nine  cents; 
For  wooi^and  candles  in  (be  several  offices  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  (except  the  Treasurer's 
office,)  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars:  For 
compensations  to  the  several  Loan  officers,  thir- 
teen thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars:  For 
defraying  the  expenses  of  stationery,  and  for  hire 
of  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  several  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans,  to  (he  first  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-lhree,  authorized 
by  the  act  of  the  eighth  of  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  thirty-two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and 
ninety-five  cents :  To  make  good  deficiencies  in 
former  appropriations,  for  similar  expenses,  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  &hj  dollars:  For 


other  persons  emnloyed  in  nb  office,  six  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars:  For  defraying  the  expense 
of  collecting  the  laws  of  the  several  States,  pub- 
lishing and  distributing  the  laws  of  Congress,  and 
all  other  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fi^y-ooe 
dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents:  To  make  good  n. 
deficiency  in  the  appropriation  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hunarea  and  aineiy-two,  for  the 


I  this  office,  niiMty-thict 


contmgeot  expenses 


:  individDil 
States,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  their  cAee, 
six  thousand  six  hundred  and  uly  dollars:  Fat 
defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners,  four  hundred  and  seven  doUan; 
For  compensation  to  the  Governors,  Secretaria 
and  Judges  of  the  Territory  Northwest  and  the 
Territory  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  tea  thonaai 
three  hundred  dollars :  For  expenses  of  statiooeiy, 
office  rent,  printing  patents  for  lands,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  both  the  said  TeTritcarict, 
seven  hundred  dollars:  For  the  paymeni  of  At 
pensions  granted  lo  invalids,  eishty-tiro  thoa- 
sand  two  hundred  and  forty-five  dallars  «nd  thiny- 
two  cents :  For  payment  of  the  annual  allowaim 
granted  by  Congress  to  Baron  Steuben,  two  thm- 
sand  five  hundred  dollars :  For  payment  of  suadiy 
pensions  granted  by  the  late  Oovemmeut,  tv« 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven  doHan 
and  seventy-three  cents:  For  the  nuuntenaim 
and  repair  of  light-bouses,  beacon)!,  piers,  siakti 
and  buoys,  twenty  thousand  dollars :  Poi  the  Bu- 
iher  expense  of  buildins  and  eqaipping  ten  cot- 
ters, three  thousand  dolurs:  For  the  porehase  of 
hydrometers,  for  the  use  of  the  o&cets  of  the  cus- 
toms and  inspectors  of  the  revenu^  one  tluHmnd 
five  hundred  dollars :  To  make  good  the  de&eifncy 
in  the  appropriation  of  the  year  one  thooMikd 
seTeu  hundred  and  ninely-two,  for  the  pnrcbasecf 
hydrometers,  six  hundred  and  ten  dollus  and  tea 
cents:  For  the  payment  of  such  demands,  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  duly 
allowed  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  five  thoo- 
sand  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dtdlars:  Pot 
compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  clerks,  mi 

Sersons  employed  in  his  office,  seven  thousand  and 
fty  dollars :  For  the  increased  salary  of  the  tkitl 
clerk  in  the  War  Department,  from  the  eigbth  of 
May  to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  (bcwiand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars  and  forty-one  cents:  For  expona 
of  firewood,  stationery,  printing  and  other  conlia- 
gent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  «f 
War,  six  hundred  dollars:  For  compeneatids  to 
the  accountant  to  the  War  Department,  and  derb 
in  his  office,  four  thousand  two  hundred  dollan: 
For  salary  to  the  accountant,  clerks,  and  for  coa- 
tingent  expenses  in  thai  office  from  the  establn^ 
ment  thereof  to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  coe 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  one  ihaa- 
sand  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and  ei^ty- 
nine  cents:  For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office 
of  the  accountant  to  the  War  Department,  three 
hundred  dollars :  For  payment  of  ibur  ytais'  real 
for  the  buildings  occupied  tot  offices  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  and  accountant,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents: 
For  salaries  of  the  storekeepers  at  (he  serenl 
arsenals,  rents  for  the  buildings  occupied  as  maga- 
zines, for  payment  of  the  laborers,  coopers,  ariiio- 
rers,  and  other  persons  employed  in  taking  care  at 
the  ordmuice,  arms,  and  militaTy  stores,  eevoi 
thotuand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five  doUajsand 
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thirty-two  ceots:  For  five  knndred  riflei,  mir- 
chued  in  the  year  one  thousand  Mveo  haaared 
tnd  ninety-two,  six  thotuaod  dollar*:  Forespense 
of  repairing  ano«,  equipments  of  cannon,  eartridfe 
boiea,  swords,  and  every  other  article  in  the  Orf- 
nance  Department,  ten  thousand  dollars:  For  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department, 
fifty  thousand  dollars:  For  the  pay  of  the  troops 
authorized  by  law,  three  hundred  and  four  thon- 
aud  three  hundred  and  eight  dollars :  For  sub- 
aiatence,  three  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  five 
hundred  and  sixty-seTen  dollars  and  seventy-flve 
cents :  For  foisg;e,  thirty-four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  dollars :  For  clothing,  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  thousand  dollars:  For  equipments 
for  cavalry,  five  thousand  dollars:  For  horses  for 
cavalry,  fire^hoosand  ddlars:  For  Hospital  De- 
partment, twenty-five  thousand  dollars :  For  Qnai^ 
tennaster>sDepartiuent,one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars: For  maps,  hiring  expremes,  allowance  lo 
officers  for  extra  expenses,  printing,  loss  of  stores, 
advertising,  apprehending  deserters,  and  every 
odier  contingent  expense  in  the  War  Department, 
thirty  thousand  dollars :  For  the  defensive  proiec- 
.  tionof  the  frontiers,  fifty  thousand  dollars:  For 
the  payment  of  bounties,  fifteen  thousand  two 
honored  and  forty  dollars. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  fitrlher  tmaOed,  That  the 
several  aiwropriations  nerein  before  made  shall  be 
paid  and  Ascnarged  out  of  the  funds  fallowing,  to 

First:  The  mm  of  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars reserved  by  the  act  making  provision  Bm  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States.  Secondly^  thesuriJus, 
which  may  remain  unexpended,  of  the  moneys 
appropriated  foi  the  use  of  the  War  Department, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-two: And,  thirdly  The  surplus  of  the  exist- 
ing revenues  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  .of 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  except  what  may  be  otherwise  appropr iat- 
ed,  during  the  prraent  session  of  Congress. 

Sk.3.  And  te  it  jWAermoctedL  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be  anthorized  to  bor- 
row, on  account  of  the  said  States,  any  sum  or 
sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceed- 
ing fire  per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimbursable 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  Slates,  to  be  applied 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  be  repaid  ont  of 
the  said  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, to  the  end  of  the  present  year,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three :'  And  thai  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
lend  the  said  sum.  And  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  cause  so  much  of  the  Loan, 
made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pursoant 
to  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act,  hy  which  it  is 
incorporated,  to  be  paid  off,  in  sums  not  less  than 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  as,  in  bis  opinion,  the  state 
of  the  Treasury  may,  from  time  to  time,  admit, 
out  of  any  moneys,  which  may  be  in  the  Treasu- 
ry, having  due  r^ard  to  the  exigencies  of  Go- 
vernment and  the  appropriations  made  and  to  be 
made  by  uw. 

Ai^roved,  February  88, 17S3. 


An  Act  U  r^ulMa  Tnde  ahd  InlBreoum  with  the  In- 
dian Tribes. 

Be  it  ttuuted  ^^  That  no  person  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  carry  on  any  trade  or  intercourse  with 
Ae  Indian  tribes  without  a  license  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  the  Superintendeni  of  the  Department, 
or  of  such  other  person  as  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  shaQ  authorize  to  grant  licenses  for 
that  purpose;  which  Superintendent,  or  person  ao 
authorized,  shall,  on  application,  issue  sncn  license, 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years,  to  any  proper 
person,  who  shall  enter  into  bond,  with  one  or 

Dre  sureties,  approved  of  by  the  Superintendent, 
..  person  issuing  such  license,  or  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales,  in  the  penal  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars^  payable  to  the  United  Siatee, 
conditioned  for  the  true  and  faithful  observance  of 
such  rules,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  as  are  or 
shall  be  made,  for  the  government  of  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes.  The  said  Su- 
perintendents, and  persons  licensed,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  eovemed,  in  all  thinn  touching  the  said 
trade  ana  intercourse,  by  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  the  Prenident  of  the  United  States  shall 
prescribe. 

Seo.2.  And  be  it furtt^  enacted.  That  the  Su- 

Krintoident,  or  person  issuing  suen  license,  shall 
re  Ml  power  and  authority  lo  recall  the  same, 
if  the  person  so  licensed  shall  transgress  any  of 
the  regulations  or  restrictions  provided  for  the 
government  of  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dian tribesj  and  shall  put  in  suit  such  bonds  as  he 
may  have  taken,  on  the  breach  of  any  condition 
therein  contained. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  fitrAer  enacted,  That  every 
person  who  shall  attempt  to  trade  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  or  shall  be  found  in  the  Indian  country, 
with  such  merchandise  in  his  possession  as  are 
usually  vended  to  the  Indians,  without  lawftil  li- 
cense, shall  forfeit  all  the  merchandise  ofleted  for 
sale  to  the  Indians,  oi  found  in  his  possession  in 
the  Indian  country,  and  shall,  moreover,  be  liaUe 
to  a  fine,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
to  imprisonment,  not  exceedins  thirty  days,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court  in  whicn  the  trial  shall  be: 
Provided,  That  any  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
merely  traveling  through  any  Indian  town  or  ter- 
ritory, shall  be  at  libertr  to  purchase,  by  exchange 
or  otherwise,  such  articles  as  may  be  necessary  for 
his  subsistence,  without  incurring  anypenaltr. 

Sic.  4.  ^nd6et(/iraer«KU*K^  That,  if^  any 
citizen  or  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
either  of  the  Territorial  districts  ofthe  United 
States,  shall  go  into  any  lown^  settlement,  or 
territory,  belonging  to  any  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  and  shall  there  commit  murder^  robbe- 
ry, larceny,  trespass,  or  other  crime,  against  the 
person  or  property  of  any  friendly  Lidian  or  In- 
dians, which,  if  committed  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  any  State,  or  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either 
of  the  said  districts,  againsl  acitizen  thereof. whuld 
be  punishable  by  thelawsof  such  State  or  districi, 
such  offender  shall  be  suhiect  to  the  same  punish- 
ment, as  if  the  offence  had  been  committed  with- 
'     the  State  or  district  to  which  he  or  she  may 


belong,  against  a  citiien  il 
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oa  lands  belonging  U>  any  Indiaa  tribe,  ix  diall 
suirey  such  lands,  or  deai^ate  their  boundaries, 
^  m*ti»g  trees,  ot  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of 
Eetllemeat,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum,  not  eiceedjns 
oae  tbounuid  dollars  nor  lew  than  one  hundred 
duUua,  aod  suffer  impriaonment,  oot  exceeding 
twelve  months,  in  the  discreiion  of  the  Coun  be- 
fore whom  the  trial  shall  be;  and  il  shall,  more- 
OT«r,  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  such  meaeures  as  he  may  judge  ne- 
cessary, to  remove  from  lands  heloiigtug  to  any 
ladiau  tribe,  any  citizens  or  inbabilants  of  the 
United  States,  who  have  made,  at  shall  hereaAer 
maJu,  or  attempt  to  make,  a  settlement  thereon. 
Sbo.  B.  And  he  vtfiaiher  enacted,  That  no  per- 
son shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  any  horse  of 
W  Indian,  or  of  any  white  ipan  in  the  ladiia  ter- 
ritory, withqut  special  license  for  that  purpose  j 
which  license  the  Superintendent,  or  such  other 
person  as  the  President  shall  appoiat,  is  hml^ 
authorized  to  graat,  on  the  same  terms,  coitditioiu, 
and  restrictions,  as  other  licenses  are  to  be  gruitied 
underthisact;  Promded,aUo,  That  every  penon 
w^  shall  purchase  a  hotta  or  hones,  imiier  nich 
license,  before  he  exposes  such  horse  oi  horses  for 
sale,  and  within  fifteen  days  after  tlwy  shall  have 
beoi  brought  out  of  the  ludiaB  country,  shall  make 
a  particuUr  relum  to  the  SuperinteBOeBt,  or  other 
liersOB  from  whom  he  obtained  his  lieense,  of  eve- 
ry h«rae  by  him  purchased,  as  aforesaid,  describu^ 
such  horses  by  their  color,  heiffht,  and  «ther  na- 
tural or  artificial  marks,  under  Uie  penalties  con- 
tained in  their  raspccliffe  bonds.  And  eyery  per- 
son purchasing  a  horse  or  horses,  as  aforesaid,  in 
the  Indian  country,  without  a  special  lieenae,  sludl, 
for  every  boise  thus  purchased  and  brought  into 
any  aeuJenent  of  oitizens  of  the  Uttiied  States, 
Kine^for  every  herae  thus  purehase4,<w  thought 
from  ue  ImUan  couniry,  a  stmi  ikM  note  thaa  one 
hundred  doUais,  nor  len  thaa  thirtv  doUws,  to  he 
McoveMd  in  tuy  Court  of  RcMwd  naviog  compe- 
tent jurisdiction.  And  every  person  iriio  shall 
p)«aha«e  a  horae,  knowii^  him  to  be  brought  out 
of  the  Indian  territwy  by  any  person  oi  pecsons 
not  licenwd,  as  above,  to  purenase  the  same,  shall 
forictt  tlte  value  of  such  Aoiae  i  one-half  for  the 
benefit  of  the  infoiaunt,  the  otliueT  half  for  the  use 
of  the  United  Slates,  to  be  recovered  as  aforesaid. 
Sec-  7.  Andbe  U/urAer  tnaeted.  That  no  agent, 
superintendent,  or  other  person,  authorized  tomnt 
a  Qeense  to  trade,  or  purchase  hones,  shidi  hjave 
any  intereet  ot  concern  in  any  tnk4e  with  the  In- 
dians, or  in  the  pmchase  or  sale  of  any  horses,  to 
or  from  any  Induw;  and  that. any  person  tend- 
ing herein,  shall  forfeit  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
be  imprisoned,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Coun,  be- 
fore which  thecmviction^all  behad,aot  exceed- 
JBg  twelve  months. 

HBO.  8.  And  be  UfwAer  enaOed,  That  no  pur- 
chase or  mat  of  lands,  or  of  ai^  title  ot  claim 
thereto,  frwn  any  Indians,  or  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  within  the  bovnds  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  of  any  validity,  in  law  or  equity,  unless 
the  same  be  inade  by  a  Ireaty  or  cowrcDtion  n.- 


teted  iikio  pwrsmnt  to  the  ConstitMioBi  aad  ii 
shall  be  a  misdemeaaor  in  any  person,  not  om- 
ployed  under  the  authority  of  the  United  Statn 
ui  neffoliatiiig  such  treaty  or  oonveatian,  panish- 
able  by  fiike  not  exceeding  one  thousaira  dollai^ 
and  imprisonmral  not  exceedii^  twelve  moatlia, 
directly  or  indirectly  to  treat  with  anr  aoch  Ibt 
dians,  nation,  or  tribe  of  Indiana  foi  ute  title  «t 
purchase  of  any  lands  by  them  held  or  claimed: 
Pnmded,  nevertiuieet.  That  it  shall  be  ImwM  fix 
the  agent  or  agenu  of  any  State,  who  Hwy  be  fn- 
senl  at  any  treaty  held  with  Indians^  under  the 
authOTity  of  the  United  States,  in  the  preacBM^ 
and  with  the  approbation  ol,  the  Coi&Mtisaioaar  or 
Commissioners  of  the  United  Slates  appoijUed  (■> 
hold  the  sane,  to  propose  to,  and  adjust  with,  tlie 
Indians,  the  oompenration  to  be  nvule  for  their 
claims  to  lands  within  such  State,  which  •tudl  be 
extinguished  by  the  ueaty. 

Sbc-  a.  And  be  itjurther  emaeted,  That,  in  otd«r 
to  promote  civilization  among  the  friendly  Indian 
tribe*,  and  to  secure  the  contiuuanee  of  their  frieait- 
shin,  U  shall  and  may  be  lawful  tar  the  PresideM 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  tbemtoberiimisbed 
with  usefiil  domestic  animals  and  implsmeata  at , 
husbandry,  and  also  to  furnish  them  with  goods 
—  money,  in  such  proportions  as  he  abail  jadga 


prapet,  «ud  to  a(^i»t  such  petaono.  from  time  to 
lime,  as  temporary  agents,  to  reside  amo&K  tbe 
Indians,  as  he  shall  think  prc^Mi:  Promtied,  That 


lime,  as  temporary  agents,  to  reside 
Indians,  as  he  shall  think  prc^Mi:  Pn 
the  whole  amount  of  such  presents,  and  alloWr 


such  agents,  shall  not  exceed  twenty  dkoo- 
sand  dollaiB  per  annum- 

Sbo.  10.  And  be  it  Jwi/m-  enaeUd,  That  tbt 
Superior  Courtsof  each  of  the  said  TNTitorialdisr 
tritiu,  and  the  Circuit  Courta,  and  otbar  Courtt 
of  the  United  States,  of  similar  jurisdictiost  in 
criminal  causes,  in  each  district  m  the  United 
Stately  into  which  any  offender  winnt  this  act 
shall  be  first  broiwhti  or  in  whieh  he  shall  be  ap- 
pcehended,  shall  have,  and  are  hereby  invesiad 
with,  full  power  and  authonty,  to  bear  and  de- 
termine all  crimes,  offences,  and  misdemeanors, 
against  this  act;  such  Courts  proceeding  therein 
in  the  same  manoer  aa  if  sudii  etimes,  cfencea, 
and  misdemeanors,  had  been  ctKonulEed  within 
the  boimds  of  their  respective  districts:  and  in  all 
cases  where  the  punisluneat  shall  not  be  deatiL 
the  County  Courts  of  Quaiter  Sessiosuintheaaia 
Territorial  districts,  and  the  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States  in  thaii  respective  distncta,  ahall 
have,  and  ate  herel^  invested  wjth,  like  power  to 
hear  and  determine  the  sanw. 

Sbd.1].  AHdUajwihereaaaad,  ThuitihaU 
and  may  be  lawinl  for  the  President  of  the  United 
Stati^  and  for  the  Qovenwvs  of  such  Territiwial 
districts,  respectively,  on  prot^  to  threm  made,  that 
any  citizen  or  citizens  oi  the  United  Stales,  or  of 
the  said  districts,  or  either  of  them,  have  bow 

Ettilly  of  any  of  the  said  crimes,  cBtaoet,  or  mi»- 
eueauoni,  witHin  any  town,  settlement  or  teni- 
(Ky.  belonging  to  any  aati«w  w  ttihe  of  Indian^ 
o  aause  such  penoo  or  persoBs  to  be  apweheDd- 
ed,  and  broauht  into  eilher  of  the  Uitited  Stales, 
or  of  the  said  dbtricts,  and  to  be  proceeded  aj  ~ ' 


in  due  course  cuTliuw.    AndinaUetMei 


the 
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Oore 

mvv  be  firai  brought,  or  ia  which  he  may  be  ap- 
preheiLded.  to  issue  acommisuODof  Oreraad  Ter- 
muati  to  the  Superior  Judges  of  the  district,  who 
ah&Il  have  full  power  and  authority  to  hear  aod 
detenniiie  ati  such  capital  cases,  in  the  same  maa- 
ner  ui  the  Superior  Courts  Qf  sut^  districts  haTa, 
in  their  ordinary  ■ea^oos-  And  when  the  o^nd- 
ei  shall  be  brought  into,  or  shall  be  apprehended 
in,  any  of  tbe  l^ted  States,  except  Kentucky,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  o!  the  United 
States  to  isvue  a  like  eommissioD  to  any  two  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Coort  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Judge  of  the  district,  in  which  tbe  offender 
may  have  been  apprehended  or  first  brougbtj 
which  Judoei,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  have  the 
Huue  iuritdictioD,  in  such  capital  cases,  as  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  such  district,  and  shall  proceed  to 
trial  and  judgment,  in  the  same  ' 

Circuit  Court  ntight  <h  could  do. 

Sac.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  fines 
and  forfeitures,  which  shall  aocrue  under  this  aclj 
shall  be,  cee-balf  to  the  use  of  the  iaformant,  and 
the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept where  the  i»osecution  shall  be  first  instituted 
cm  behalf  of  the  United  States,  in  which  case  the 
whole  shall  be  to  their  use. 

Sbo.  13.  And  6e  itJtaliereHtuted,  That  nothiog 
ia  this  act  shall  be  cwkstrued  to  pre 
H  intereoane  with  Indians  living 
roanded  by  settlementsofthecitizens  of  the  United 
8latea,and  beinc  within  the  jivjsdietion  of  any  of 
the  indiTidual  Iwaies. 

Bmo.  14.  And  be.  itJwiAer  tWKted,  That  all  and 
every  other  aet  and  a49ls,  covuok  within  th«  puj 
view  of  this  aet,  shall  he,  and  are  hereby, repeale( 

Sec.  ISw  ilmi  be  i(>rUer  enocfcij,  That  this  at 
shall  be  in  force  for  tbe  term  of  two  yeus,  and 
from  thence  to  tbe  end  of  the  thea  neU  session  of 
Coagoeas,  ami  do  Imger. 

Approved,  March  1,1793. 

Ad  Act  to  ■Beertain  the  Fees  in 

in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  dtstes,  and  i 

other  paipMcB. 

&  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  from  and  afUr  the  first 
dav  of  May  nest,  there  shall  not  b«  taxed  or  ad- 
judged to  any  omcer  or  other  peraon,  any  greater 
or  other  fee  or  reward,  for  or  in  respect  of  any 
service  to  be  done  or  performed  in  any  of  the  Dia- 
tiicl  Courts  of  the  UniLed  States,  in  cases  of  Ad- 
miralty or  maritime  iurisdictiont,  than  auch  aa  is 
hereiaafier  ^wcified,  mat  is  to  say : 

Fees  of  the  Counsellor  oi  Attoiqey  in  the  Dis- 
trict Cooit,  in  Admiralty  and  mar^une  proceed- 
ings: 

Tha  stated  fee  for  drawing  and  exhibitisg  lihel, 
claim,  or  answer  in  each  cause,  three  dollars; 

Dtawmg  intetiogatories,  three  dollars ; 

And  air  other  services  in  any  ot)e  cauae,  tWee 
dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Fees  of  tbe  Clerk  of  the  District  Cooit, 
in  Admiralty  and  maritime  causes : 

Foe  drnwingevaryttipuLatioA,  process,  Qonilioai, 


or  su^gvM,  for  each  sheet,  cwtaioing  ninety 
words.  £Aeea  cents  j 

Ana  for  eugiossing  each  sheet,  ten  cents; 

Entaiing  the  return  of  process,  fifteea  cents; 

FiUng  every  libel,  claim,  pleading,  or  other  pa- 
per, six  cenuj 

Copies  of  the  pleadings,  inleprtwsione^  depoai- 
tioDs,  and  exiiibits,  when  require^  for  each  sheet 
of  ninety  words,  ten  cents ; 
■    Entermg  each  proclamation,  fifteen  cents; 

Entering  each  default, twelve  cents; 

Entermg  every  rule  of  Court,  fifteen  cents ; 
-Examining  each  witness,  and  drawing  hi?  depo- 
silion,  for  each  sbeet  coutaining  ninety  words, 

Certi^ing  each  exhibit  or  writine  shown  to  a 
witness, at  his  examination,  twenty-five  cents; 

Drawing  every  decree,  or  decretal  order,  for  each 
sheet  containing  ninety  words,  fifteen  cents; 

And  for  entering  the  same  in  the  minutes,  for 
each  sheet,  as  aforesaid,  ten  cents ; 

For  drawing  a  record,  or  making  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings,  for  each  sheet  containing  ninety 
words,  fifteen  cents; 

But  no  pleading,  deposition,  exhibit,  or  other 
writing,  to  be  inserted  therein  veritatlm,  or  in  A«c 
verba,  shall  be  computed  as  any  part  of  such  draft. 

Entering  a  record  in  the  register,  or  engrossing 
or  copying  proceedings  or  records  to  be  sealed  Or 
exemplified,  for  each  sheet  of  ninety  wordsj  in- 
cluding all  the  pleadings,  depositions,  exhibits,  and 
writings  ittscrlM  ihowia,  ttn  coHts; 

Elvery  certificate,  twenty  ceats ; 

Eotering  retuui  of  apptaisemeut  or  sales,  for 
each  sheet  of  ninety  woriu,len  cents; 

ASiiag  the  seal  to  any  paper, -when  reqnired, 
twenty-five  cents; 

Drawing  commission  to  eiuaine  witaesses^  foE 
each  sheet  containing  ninety  words,  fiAeen  cents. 

And  for  engrossing  the  same,  if  on  parchment) 
including  the  parchment,  twenty  cenb); 

And  if  on  paper,  for  each  sheet  of  moety  word^ 

Swearing  each  witness  in  Court,  tea  cents  i 

For  every  entry  or  waiting  not  mentioned  or 
described,  such  allowaiice  shall  be  taxed,  as  for 
similar  services  herein  mefiLioned. 

' "  money  deposited  in  Court,  one  and  a  quai- 
ceat. 
_    3.    Fees  of  tlie  Marshal  in  the  District 
Court,  in  Admiralty  and  maritime  causes : 

For  stpnmouw  ""T  witness  or  appmiaer, 
fifteen  cents ; 

Makiitgeoeh  proclamation,  fifteen  cents; 

Serving  every  capias,  attachment,  or  summons, 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents; 

Traveliag  each  mile,  going  only,  either  to  serv* 
process,  or  suI^MBQa  witneBses,  teu  cents ; 

Custody  fees  of  a  vessel,  for  each  day,  one  doUai 
and  fifty  cents; 

Sales,  fix  any  sum  uader  five  hu,wlred  doUars, 
two  ^d  a  balf  percent.;  and  for  any  larger  sum, 
one  and  a  quarter  per  cent  upon  tbe  excess, 

Seu4.  JiM^t/A^^Aer  enaOed,  That  there 
be  allowed  and  taxed,  in  the  Simremc,  Circuit, 
and  District  Courts  of  tjia  Daite4  .States^  in  favor 
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of  the  panieB  obtaining  judements  therein,  such 
compensation  for  their  trarefand  attea dance,  and 
for  atloraefB  and  counsellors'  fees,  except  in  the 
Dittriet  Couits  in  cases  of  Admiralty  and  maritime 
jurisdiction,  as  are  allowed  in  the  Sopieme  or 
Soperioi  Coorta  of  the  respective  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  continue  and  oe  in  force  for  tlie  term  of  one 
year,  aod  from  ibeoce  until  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  1, 1793. 


of  ■  Treaty  with  th«tn£uii  Northweri  of  the  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c^  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  arising  from  the 
surplus  of  former  appropriations  unexpended,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  neieD;^ ,  appropriated  to  defray- 
ing the  expense  of  negotiating  and  treating  with 
the  hostile  Indian  tribes  Northwest  of  the  -'-~- 
Ohio. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjiirther  enacUd,  That  each  of 
the  CommissioDers  who  may  be  appointed  for 
managing  such  negotiations  and  treaties,  shall  be 
entitled  to  an  allowance,  exclusire  of  his  neces- 
sary expenses,  of  eight  dollars  per  day,  during  his 
actual  service,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys 
appnqtriated. 

Approved,  March  2, 1793. 

An  Act  in  addilk>n  to  the  Act,  antilM  "  An  act  to 
WtaUiah  the  Judicial  Cowli  of  the  United  States.'* 

Be  it  enacted^  fc,  That  the  attendance  of  only 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  at  the 
several  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
hereaAer  held,  shall  be  sufficient,  any  lawrequiring 
the  Bltendanceof  twoof  the  said  Justices  notwith- 
standing:  iVortded,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  cases  where  special  cii 
stances  shall,  in  their  judgment,  render  the 
necessary,  to  assign  two  of  the  said  Justit  . 
attend  the  Cireoit  Court  or  Courts,  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Justices  so  assigned,  to  attend  ac- 
cordiitgly :  And  provided  tUto,  That  when  only 
one  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  attend  any 
Circuit  Court,  and  the  District  Judge  shall  be  ab- 
sent, or  sfa^  luiTe  been  of  counsel,  or  be  concerned 
in  interest  in  any;  cause  then  pendme,  such  Circuit 
Court  may  consist  of  the  said  Ju^  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  alone. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  euacted,  That  if  at 
any  time  only  one  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  the  Judge  of  the  district,  shall  sit  in  a  Circuit 
Court,  and  upon  a  final  heanas  of  a  cause,  or  of  a 

Slea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  they  shall  be 
ivided  in  opinion,  it  shall  be  continued  to  the  suc- 
ceeding Court ;  and  if  upou  the  second  hearing, 
when  a  different  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  be  present,  a  like  division  shaH  take  place, 
the  Distnct  Judge  adheibg  to  bis  former  opinion, 
judgment  shall  oe  rendered  in  conformity  to  the 
opinion  of  the  presiding  Judge. 

Sec.  3.  Andbeitjitmer  enacted,  That  the  Su- 
preme Court,  or,  when  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
not  be  Mtting,  any  one  of  the  JiutiGes  thereof,  to- 


gether with  the  Judge  of  the  district  within  wUek 
a  special  seasion,  asliereafter  authorized,  shall  b* 
hMden,  mav  direct  special  sessions  of  the  Cimit 
Courts  to  be  holden.  for  the  trial  at  crinuDal 


nearer  to  the  place  where  the  cdences  may  be 

be  committed  than  the  place  or  placea  appoint- 
ed by  law  for  the  ordinary  sessions:  ThAt  the 
elerk  of  such  Cimuit  Court  shall,  at  least  thirty 
days  before  the  commencement  of  such  apecial 
session,  cause  the  time  and  place  for  holding  the 
>  to  be  notified,  for  at  least  three  -weAs  s«e- 
vely,  in  one  or  more  of  the  newapapera  fA- 
lished  nearest  to  the  place  where  the  session  u  to 
be  holden :  That  all  process,  writs,  and  recogu- 
zanees  of  every  kind,  whether  respecting  Junes, 
witnesses,  bail,  or  otherwise,  which  relate  to  the 
cases  to  he  tried  at  the  said  special  senioosi  ihaH 
be  considered  as  belonging  to  such  sessions,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  issued  or  taken 
in  reference  thereto:  That  aay  special  aesncH 
may  be  adjourned  to  any  time  or  times  previoBs 
to  tne  next  slated  meeting  of  the  Cireait  Cooit; 
That  all  business  depending  for  trial  at  any  special 
Court,  shall,  at  the  close  thereof,  be  considered  as 
of  course  removed  to  the  next  slated  tenn  ttf  the 
Circuit  Court:  And  tbai  the  District  Courts  ot 
Maineand  Kentucky  shall  have  like  power  to  boM 
special  aessions  for  tne  trial  of  criminal  caBKs,  as 
Mth  been  heretofore  given  or  is  hereby  given  to 
the  Circuit  Courts,  subject  to  the  like  regnlatieas 


Sac.  i.  And  be  Ufitrther  enacttd,  That  bail  for 
appearance  in  any  Cotirt  of  the  United  States,  in 
any  criminal  caiue  in  which  bail  by  law  i*  allowed, 
may  be  taken  by  any  Judge  of  the  United  States, 
any  Chancellor,  Judge  of  a  Supreme  or  Superior 
Court,  or  chief  or  first  Judge  ot  a  Court  of  Com- 
moD  JPIeas  of  any  State,  or  Mayor  of  a  citv  in 
either  of  them,  and  by  any  person  having  aolkor- 
ity  from  a  Circuit  Court,  or  the  Distriei  Comts 
of  MaineorKentncky,to  take  bail;  which  anthor- 
rty,  revocable  at  the  discretion  of  such  Conrt, 
any  Circuit  Court,  or  either  of  the  District  Cootto 
'  of  Maine  or  Kentucky,  may  give  to  one  or  more 
discreet  persons,  learned  in  the  law.  in  any  distriei 
for  which  such  Court  is  holden,  wiiere.  from  the 
extent  of  the  district,  and  remoteness  of  its  parts 
from  the  usual  residence  of  anv  of  the  before 
named  officers,  such  provision  shall,  in  the  opinion 
of  theCourt,  be  necessary:  Promdea,  That  nethiBC 
herein  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  taking  tau 
in  anv  case  where  the  punishment  for  the  offence 
may  be  death ;  nor  to  abridge  any  power  hereto- 
fore given  by  the  laws  of  die  United  States  to  any 
desonption  of  persons  to  take  bail. 

Sao.  9.  And  be  it  ^trtktr  enacled,  T%at  wvib 
of  ne  exeat  and  of  injunction  may  be  granted  by 
any  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  cases  wbere 
they  might  be  granted  by  the  Supreme  (»  a  Cir- 
cuit Court ;  bat  no  writ  of  ne  exeat  shall  be  grant- 
ed unless  a  suit  in  eonity  be  commenced,  and  sat- 
isfactory proof  shall  be  made  to  the  Court  or  Judge 
granting  the  same,  that  the  defendant  designs 
quickly  to  depart  trom  the  United  States}  not 
shall  a  writ  of  inunction  be  granted  to  star  pro- 
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ceedings  in  ahj  Court  of  a  State ;  nor  shall 
writ  be  granted  in  any  case  without  reasonable 
previous  QOtije  to  the  adverse  party,  or  his  attor- 
ney, of  the  time  and  place  of  movins  for  the  Eame. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itjurther  macled,  That  aubpoc- 
nas  for  witnessei!,  wno  may  be  required  to  attend 
a  Court  of  the  United  States,  io  any  district  there- 
of, may  run  into  any  other  district:  Prrmded, 
That  in  eiyil  causes,  the  witnesses  living  out  of 
the  district  in  which  the  Court  is  holden,  do 
live  at  a  greater  distance  than  one  hundred  m 
from  the  place  of  holding  the  same. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itfUr&tr  enacted,  That  it  shaU 
be  Uwful  for  the  several  Courts  of  the  United 
StKtes,from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require, 
io  make  rules  and  orders  for  their  respective 
Courts,  directing  the  returning  of  writs  and  pro- 
cesses,  the  filing  of  declarations  and  other  plead- 
ings, the  taking  of  rules,  the  entering  and  making 
up  judgments  by  default,  and  other  matters  in  the 
vacation,  and  otherwise,  in  a  maimer  not  repug- 
nant to  the  taws  of  the  Uoited  States,  to  regulate 
the  practice  of  the  said  Courts,  respectively,  as 
shall  be  fit  and  necessary  for  the  advancement  of 
justice,  and  especially  to  that  end  to  prevent  de- 
lays in  proceemngs. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  where 
it  is  now  required  by  the  laws  of  any  State  that 
goods  taken  in  execution  on  a  writ  at  fieri  facias 
shall  be  appraised,  previous  to  the  safe  thereof,  it 
shall  be  lawful  foe  the  appraisers  appointed  unaer 
the  authority  of  the  State  to  appraise  goods  taken 
in  execution,  on  a  fieri  fadeu  issued  out  of  any 
Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  such  writ  had  issued  out  of  a  Court  held 
under  the  authority  of  the  State ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  marshal  in  whose  custody  such 
goods  may  be  to  summon  the  appraisers,  m  like 
manner  as  the  sheriff  is.  by  the  laws  of  the  State, 
required  to  summon  tnem ;  and  the  appraisers 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  fees,  as  in  cases  of  ap- 
praisements under  the  laws  of  the  Slate  j  and  if 
the  appraisers,  being  duly  summoned,  shall  fail  tc 
attend  and  perform  the  dutieR  required  of  them, 
the  marshal  may  proceed  to  sell  such  goods  with- 
out an  appraisement. 

Approved,  March  2, 1793. 


[         An  Act  to  alter  the  times  mod  l^ace*  <tf  lidding  the 

I  Circuit  Court!  in  the  EaMem  District,  and  in  North 

Carolini,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  Enacted,  ^c.,  That  the  Spring  Circuit 

Courts  of  the  Eastern  District,  instead  of  being 

held  at  the  limes  and  places  now  established  by 

law  for  holding  the  same,  shall,  from  henceforth. 

'        be  held  at  the  times  and  places  following,  res nect- 

'        ively,  namely ;  for  the  district  of  New  Yorlt,  at 

'        New  York,  on  the  fifih  day  of  April :  for  the  dis- 

'        trict  of  Connecticut,  at  New  Haven,  on  the  twen- 

I  .     ly-fifth  day  at  April ;  for  the  district  of  Vermont 

I        at  Windsor  oiid  BennioKton  alternately,  beginning 

'        at  the  first,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May ;  for  the 


Newport,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  June;  and  if 
any  of  the  said  days  shall  happen  on  a  Sunday, 
the  Courts,  respectively,  shall  commence  and  be 
holden  on  the  day  following.  And  all  cause?  now 
pending  in  the  said  Courts,  and  all  appeals,  pro- 
ceases,  and  reoognizances,  returned  or  returnable 


Sec.  3.  Attd  be  it  furiher  enacUd,  That,  from 
and  afler  the  expiration  of  the  session  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  which 
the  first  day  of  June  next, 


house,  either  in  the  Court-house  belonging  to  the 
said  county,  or  in  some  ciHivenienl  bunding  con- 
tiguous thereto,  until  there  shall  be  convenient 
accommodations  for  the  said  purpose  in  the  city  of 
Raleigh,  in  the  said  State ;  after  which,  and  upon 
its  being  made  so  to  appear  to  the  said  Court,  the 
said  Court  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  at 
the  close  of  the  session  then  depending,  to  adjourn 
the  said  Court,  to  meet  at  its  next  statedsession 


sessions  of  the  said  Court  shall  be  constantly  held. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  itfiiTther  enacted,  Inasmuch  as 
there  was  not  a  sufficient  quorum  of  Judeea  to 
hold  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  district  of  North 
Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  business,  at 
November  term,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 


the  first  day  of  June  next,  as  he  ^lad 
before  issued  for  the  like  purpose,  returnable  to 
November  term  above  mentioned;  that  the  jury- 
men ordered  by  the  said  process  to  he  summoned 
shall  be  ordered  to  be  summoned  in  the  same  pro- 
portion, and  from  the  same  cotiuties,as  those  jury- 
who  were  ordered  to  be  summoned  by  the 


process,  and  the  jurymen  legally  summoned  in 
consequence  thereof  are  to  attena  the  said  Court, 
under  the  like  penalties  for  disobedience,  as  if  the 
said  process  had  been  ordered  to  be  issued  as  usual 
by  the  said  Court ;  and  the  marshal  and  the  jury- 
men who  attend  at  the  said  Court  shall  be  entitled 
to  thelikeaJlowancefor  their  set  vices  respectively. 
And  it  is  hereby  declared  that  all  suits  and  pro- 
ceedings, of  wnat  nature  or  kind  soever,  which 
have  been  commenced  in  the  said  Court  and  not 
finished,  shall  be  proceeded  on  at  the  ensuing 
'  n^  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  effect, 
if  the  said  Circuit  Court  had  been  regularly 
held  at  November  term,  as  aforesaid,  and  continu- 
ances had  been  regularly  held  of  all  such  suits  and 
proceedings  from  the  said  last  mentioned  term  to 
the  ensuing  term. 

Approved,  March  2,  1793. 


^ioogle 


APPENDIX. 


An  Act  nipptcmoDtarj  to  the  >ct  entitled  '■  An  act  to 

wcnide  mora  efiectuall;  for  the  Oallsction  of  the 

Dutiea  impowd  b;  law  on  Oooik,  Ware*,  and  Msr- 

ohsiuliMi,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 

the  Tonnage  of  Shipa  or  Vessels. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  Thai  there  shall  be  in  the 

State  of  Qeo^ia  a  district,  to  be  called  the  dislricl 

of  Hardwick,  to  comprehend  all  the  waters,  shores, 

bays,  harbors,  creets,  and   rivers,  between  the 

South  point  of  Ossabow  island  and  the  Soath 

point  of  Warsaw  iiitand ;  that  in  the  satd  district 

the  town  of  Hardwick  shall  be  the  only  port  of 

entry;  and  a  collector  for  said  district  shall  be 

appointed  to  reside  at  Hardwick ;  and  the  said 

coDector  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  like  fees 

and  the  same  yearly  allowance  which  is  paid  lo 

the  collector  of  the  district  of  St.  Mary's,  in  the 

■aid  State. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  Lake  Champlain,  with  the  shores,  ba^s, 
and  rivers,  connected  therewith  as  lieth  within 
the  State  of  New  York,  shall  be  one  entire  dis- 
trict, to  be  called  the  district  of  Champlain  ;  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby 
iij  authorized  to  appoint  such  place,  within  said 
district,  to  be  theportof  entry  and  delivery  within 
the  same  as  he  may  deem  expedient ;  and  a  col- 
lector for  the  said  district  shall  be  appointed,  to. 
reside  at  such  place  within  said  dbtnci  as  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  shall  direct,  who 
shall  be  allowed  the  same  fees  as  are  allowed  to 
ihecoUecIor  in  the  district  of  Vermont;  Profided, 
nevertheless,  That  the  exception  contained  in  the 
sixty-ninth  section  of  the  act  above  mentioned, 
relative  to  the  district  of  Louisrille.  shall  be,  and 
hereby  is,  extended  to  the  district  of  Champlain. 
Sec,  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  tne  collectors 
in  the  districts  of  Vermont  and  Champlain,  in 
addition  to  the  iees  and  emoluments  which  may 
accrue  to  them  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  of 
impost  and  tonnage  by  the  provisions  already 
made,  shall  sereraOy  have,  and  be  entitled  10  re- 
ceive, the  yearly  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  each. 
Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  tne  allowance 
of  oae-half  per  centum  lo  the  collectors  of  the 
districts  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  the  allowance  of  one  per  centum  to  the 
collectors  of  the  districts  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
town  and  of  Baltimore  on  the  amount  of  all  the 
moneys  by  them  respectively  received  on  account 
of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage  shall  cease, 
and,  instead  thereof,  from  and  after  the  said  last 
day  of  June  neit,  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of 
Pennsylvania  and  of  the  city  of  New  York  shall 
be  entitled  to  three-eighths  of  one  pet  centum,  and 
the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
town  and  of  Baltimore  shall  be  entitled  to  three- 
fourths  of  one  per  centum  on  all  such  moneys  by 
them  respectively  received. 

Sec.  5.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  no  officer 
of  the  customs,  or  other  person  employed  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  m  the  coUec- 
lion  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares, 


and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  Sub 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,  shall  owi 
in  whole  or  in  part,  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  Ida 
agent,  attorney,  or  consignee,  for  the  owimt  « 
owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  any  catgoa 
lading  on  board  the  same ;  nor  shall  any  o&n  i 
the  customs,  or  other  person  employed  m  tbttd 
lection  of  the  duties  as  afotessjd,  imptn  or  k 
concerned,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  impaO 
tioo  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  iato  lb 
United  States,  on  penaJty  that  every  peisxc 
offending,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  thillfo- 
feit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars- 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacled.  Thai » 
much  of  the  tweldh  section  of  an  act  entitled  ~  A: 
act  making  alterations  in  the  Tieasrtry  and  Vc 
Departments,"  as  restricted  all  cheers  of  theUBt- 
ed  States  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  doie 
imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchaadtx 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  tht  ti» 
nage  of  ships  or  vessels,  from  buyine  or  dispooM 
of  the  funds  or  debts  of  the  United  States,  oiii 
any  State,  or  of  any  public  property  of  eitb«T,k 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  so  hi  as  ik 
same  prohibits  them  from  disposing  of  their  inle- 
rest  in  the  funds  or  debts  of  the  United  Stairs,  o 
of  any  of  the  said  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurthtr  enacted^  ThattkePn^ 
sident  of  the  United  States  may,  irhe  shall  judit 
it  conducive  to  the  public  interest,  increase  tw 
complement  of  mariners  to  the  seversl  revenv- 
cutters,  so  that  the  number  do  not  exceed  serr- 
maiiners  to  each  cutter ;  and  that,  from  and  afl'' 
the  first  day  of  April  next,  the?e  be  allownL: 
lieu  of  the  compensations  now  established,  to  lb 
master  of  each  re venue-e utter,  forty  dollan  pc 
month  and  the  subsistence  of  a  Captain  in  tk- 
Army  of  the  United  States;  to  a  first  mate,  twenti- 
six  dollars  per  month;  to  a  second  mate,  twrsn 
dollars  per  month  ;  to  a  third  mate,  eie-htees  H 
lars  per  month;  to  every  mate,  the  subsisieani 
a  Lieutenant  of  the  said  Army ;  and  to  eack  n- 
riner,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  per  month.  to'> 

Stid  by  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  who  ^allk 
esignated  for  that  purpose.  And  thsi  the  Skt- 
taiy  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  an^- 
rized  to  contract  for  the  supply  of  rations  for  a 
officers  and  men  of  the  said  cutters,  on  such  ter* 
as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  appear  reasonable. 
Approved,  March  2,  1793. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  p«;naent  of  the  fint  iawt 
meat  due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  Ibe  Ciw 

States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  President  of  tb 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  ak 
empowered  to  apply  two  hundred  thousand  ^ 
tars  of  the  moneys  which  may  have  been  bonov- 
ed  in  pursuance  of  the  fourth  section  of  die  v 
,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  redsf- 
tion  of  the  Public  Debt"'  m  payment  of  the  &n 
instalment  due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sate 
upon  a  loan  made  of  the  said  Bank,  in  pursuant 
.  of  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  for  incorporatiac 
the  subscribers  to  the  said  Bank. 
Approved,  March  2, 1793. 
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An  Act  £u  extsnding  the  time  &i  Rcceiniig  on  Loan 
thst  pnrt  of  the  Domeitic  Debt  of  the  United  States, 
wtiicti  nuy  not  be  mibecribeij  prior  to  the  first  iaj  of 
March,  one  thouaaiul   seven  hundred  and  nine^- 

Be  it  enacteilf  ^c,  That  tbe  term  for  receiving 
on  Loan  thai  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the 
United  States,  which  ^all  not  have  been  sub- 
scribed in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States,"  be  extended,  from  and 
after  (be  first  day  of  March,  oae  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  niuety-thcee,  until  the  last  day  of 
June,  one  thousaad  seveu  hundred  and  ninety-ionr, 
inclusively,  on  the  same  teims  and  conditions  as 
■re  contained  in  the  act.  entitled  "  An  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  ot  the  United  States :"  Pt»- 
vid^,  Thai  the  books  for  receiving  tbe  said  sub- 
scriptions shall  be  .  .  .  .  ™ 
the  United  States. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  such  of 
the  creditors  of  tbe  United  States  as  have  not  sub- 
scribed, aud  shall  not  subscribe  to  the  ^id  Loan, 
shall,  nevertheless,  receive,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  huudiedandninety-lhree,a  rate  per 
centum  on  the  amount  of  such  of  their  demands  as 
shall  have  been  registered,  conformable  to  tbe  di- 
rections contained  in  the  said  act,  on  or  before  the 
last  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-four,  equal  to  the  interest  which  would  be 
payable  to  them  as  subscribing  creditors. 

Approvcil.  March  2,  1793. 

An  Act  Bup^dementai;  to  the  act  for  the  establishment 
and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  booja,  and  pub- 
lic piers. 

Be  it  em  , 

accrue,  from  the  first  day  of  July  next,  inclusively, 
for  the  necessary  support,  maintenance,  and  re- 
pairs of  all  light'honses,  beacons,  buoy^,  the  stake- 
afe  of  channels  on  the  sea-coast,  and  public  piers, 
shall  continue  to  be  defrayed  by  tbe  United  States, 
until  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  nmety-foui,  notwithstaud- 
ing  such  light-houses,  beacons,  or  public  piers,  with 
the  lands  and  tenements  (hereunto  belonging,  and 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  shall  not,  in  the  mean 
lime,  be  ceded  to  or  vested  in  (be  United  States 
by  the  State  or  States,  respectively,  in  which  the 
same  may  be ;  and  that  the  said  time  be  further 
allowed  to  the  States  respectively  to  make  such 
cession. 

Sec.  2,  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  theSe- 
cret&ry  of  tbe  Treasury  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  cause  a  floating  beacon  or  buoy  to  be  provided 
and  placed  on  Smith's  Point  sboal,  in  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  a  beacon  or  floating  buoy  at  the 
Southwest  Straddle,  on  the  Royal  Shual,nearOcra- 
coke  Inlet,  in  North  Carolina. 
Approved,  March  2, 1793. 

An  Act  providing  an  uinusl  sUowance  for  the  education 

of  Hugh  Mercer. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  an  annual  allowance 

to  be  made  for  the  education  of  Hugh  Mercer,  son 


of  the  late  General  Mercer,  pursuant  to  the  reao-  . 
lution  of  the  former  Congress  of  the  dale  of  the 
eighth  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  himdred  and 
seventy-seven,  shall  be  four  hundred  dollars  from 
the  time  for  which  he  has  been  last  paid  until  his 
education  shall  be  finished,  or  he  snail  arrive  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  And,  that  the  Com^ 
troller  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  revise 
and  settle  the  account  of  the  said  Hush  Mercer, 
for  bis  pension  to  the  present  time;  the  balance 
of  which,  as  also  the  annual  allowances  aforesaid, 
as  they  shall  become  due,  shall  be  paid  to  his 
guardian  at  the  Treasury. 
Approved,  March  2,  1793. 

Ad  Act  msMng  certain  Appropriations  therein  men- 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  there  be  approjpriated 
to  the  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  be  pud 
ou(  of  any  moneys,  which  shall  come  into  the 
Treasury  of  tbe  United  States,  to  the  end  of  the 
present  year,  (not  proceeding  from  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage)  and  not  heretofore  Bm>n>- 
priated,  and  out  of  the  surplus  of  any  of  the  duties 
of  impost  and  tonnage,  which  may  accrue,  during 
the  present  year,  the  sum  of  fi^y-nlne  thousand 
one  hundred  and  seven  dollars,  and    forty-one 

For  purchasing  two  lots  of  ground,  with  the 
buildings  thereon,  and  for  erecting  other  buildings, 
and  purchasing  sundry  materials  and  necessaries 
forthcuspfiftheMint,  twelve  thousand  and  seven- 
ty-nine dollars,  and  seven ty-ei^ht  cents:  for  tbe 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Mint,  from  the  first 
day  of  July  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars,  and 
eighty-eight  cents ;  for  the  salary  of  the  following 
officers  of  the  Mint,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three ;  Director,  two 
thousand  dollars ;  the  Assayer.  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  the  Chief  Coiner,  fifteen  tiundred  dollars ;  the 


hundred  dollars ;  three  clerks,  five  hundred 
dollars  each,  fil^een  hundred  dollars:  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  workmen,  for  the  year  one  tuon- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars;  for 
defraying  (he  expenses  of  bringing  to  the  Seat  of 
Government,  the  votes  of  the  Electors  in  tbe  seve- 
ral States,  for  President  and  Vice  President,  asum 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  dollars:  for  discharging  the  claim  of 
Return  Jonathan  Meigs,  and  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Christopher  Greene,  the  sum  of  lour  hun- 
dred dollars :  for  the  pay,  subsistence,  and  forage, 
due  to  Winthrop  Sargent,  as  Adjutant  General  to 
the  troops  late  under  the  command  of  General  St. 
Clair,  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  for- 
ty-fire cents ;  for  paying  Dunlap  and  Claypoole, 
for  printing  performed  under  the  direction  of  a 
committee  ofthe  Convention  of  the  United  States, 
four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars :  for  defraying 
certain  extra  expenses  of  the  Doorkeeper  ofthe 
House  of  Representatives,  and  for  clerk-hire,  and 
allowance  to  witnesses  attending  the  late  commit- 
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ollars:  for  paying  the  priDcipal  clerk  to  the  Se- 
-    V  of  the  " '^-  "-^    ____.-___,___  .t_ 


Acls  of  Congrew. 

a  ligbt-house  on  MotitaukpoinL,asaniiiot 
tDe  twenty  thousand  dollars:  for  complei. 
lifht-house  on  Baldhead,  at   the  jDOUtfa  of 


ig  twenty  thousand  dollars:  for  completinf  ib 
Ijfht-house  on  Baldhead,  at  the  jDOUtfa  of  C^ 
Fear  river,  two  thousand  dollars :  for  the  s  " 


cretary  of  the  Senate,  Jot  his  services,  from  thi  ., 

first  of  July  to  the  fourth  of  November,  one  i  of  clerks,  not  exceeding  three,  to  be  nnploydE 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  one  hun-  [  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  RevenDt  i: 
dred  and  twenty-seven  days,  at  three  dollars  per  i  the  rate  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  SAeo 
day^  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars:  for  j  huDdreddollars'.fordefraying  theexpenscofbocc 
paying  the  same  clerk  for  his  services,  for  six  ■  and  printing,  incident  to  the  acts  for  recording  ik 
months,  over  and  above  his  former  allowance,  five  ,  registering  of  ships  or  vessels,  and  enrollinj  Kt 
hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and  fif\y  cents:  licensing  vessels  employed  in  the  coasting  tr' 
for  six  months  additional  pay  to  the  engrossing  three  himdred  and  fifty  dollars, 
clerk,  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars :  for  eX'  ^      Approved.  March  3,  1793. 

tn  services  of  the  Doorkeeper,  during  the  present  <  

session,  ninety-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents :  for  de- '  ,  , ,  , ,,  .  . 
frayiiii  (he  expense  attending  the  staling  and  *■>  Act  makinf  «ldmoB  to  t^  . 
priitiJg  the  puffic  accounts,^  pursuance  of  the  ^^^  "®°«^ 
order  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  (he  Be  it  enoclerj,  ^c,  That  there  be  allowed  »^ 
thirtieth  ofDecember,oneibousand  seven  hundred  Auditor  of  the  Treasury^  the  sum  of  fire  honM 
and  ninety-one,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ei^t  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revraw:.  tt- 
dollars:  for  paying  the  account  of  the  Trustees  of  sum  of  fire  hundred  dollars  j  to  the  Comptndfer  i 
Wilmington  Public  Grammar  School  and  Acade-  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of  two  handred  and  ffii 
my,  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  dol-  dollars,  and  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  ik 
laraandsixly-fouT cents:  tomakegoodsomuchdefi-  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  per  luna 
cient  in  the  appropriation  of  the  year  one  thousand  in  addition  to  the  compensation  already  alkm^ 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  for  defrayine  the   to  them  respectivelr,  to  commence  on  thefinl^i 


expenses  of  light-houses,  beaconsj  buoys,  andpub^  of  April  next,  jiayabje  in  like  manner  as  the  pw- 
lie  piers,  a  sun>  nut  exceeding  nine  hundred  and   sent  compenaitions  are  payable, 
fifty-fiTe  dollars  ana  sixty-six  cents:  for  building       Approved,  Man:h  2, 1793. 
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making  appnipiiatioai  for  aupport  of  Govctn- 

for  canying  Into  eSbct  a  contract  between  tbe 
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die» 


49 


Adams,  John,  elected  Vice -President  - 

Adtoa^  the  President's,  at  the  opening  of  the  aes' 

sion 11,607 

<rfthe  Senate  in  repl;  to  the  Pteaident  19, 61S 

^eech  of  the  President  in  answer  thereto  30,613 

Ai^onnunent,  ntotion  Id  fix  time  fmr  .        -     117,  139 
slteralioD  of  tbe  time  agreed  upon  for  -  13B 

Adminlty  proceedings,  bill  regulating  fe«  in,  pass- 


lectco 


petitions  from  prisoners  at  .  -  -  • 
Ammcan  ReTolution,  design  for  a  monument  to 

perpetuate  the  memor;  of  the  .  .  ■ 
Andenon,  Alexander,  petition  at,  in  behalf  of  tbe 

Phil*iiel[4iia  dietille™  .... 
Apportioniiient   bill,  objectiona  of  the  President 

thereto  ...... 

A[f>ropriation«,  act  making,  for  support  of  Oovem- 

ment  for  the  jear  seventeen  hundred  and 

niDety-lwo    --..-- 


Arthur,  John,  petition  of^  and  Mhers,  prajing  for 
alterations  in  the  mode  of  collecting  the  ex- 
cise on  Geneva  spirits     -        .        -        . 
B. 

Baker's  Island,  petition  prajing  for  the  erection  of 

a  light-house  on    -        -        .        -        -    t 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury directed  to  lay  l)erore  the  Senate  the 
account  of  the  United  States  with  tbe        -    ( 

Bankrupt   law,   petition  from   persons  in  South 

Carolina,  praying  far  the  passage  of  a       •     ( 

Barker,  Samuel  A.,  petition  for  half  pay,  leave  la 
withdn^hia  petition      .         -         .         . 

Bassett,  Richard,  ofDelawaia,  itlendance  of      Se,  t 

Burnett,  Elisha,  petition  of,  praying  lobe  allowed 

arrean  of  wages    -....{ 

Bill— see  Acl. 

Billa,  all,  after  the  first  reading,  to  be  printed  for 

thf  use  of  the  Senate      .... 

appmntment  of  a  joint  eonuaittee  on  enrolled 

Bradley,  Stephen  R.,  of  Vermont,  produces  his 
credentials  and  takca  iat  seat  .         -         . 

Brown,  John,  ofKy,  credentials  of,  prevailed       .     t 

Bnrr,  Aaron,  of  New  York,  atlendwce  of  •        .a 
vole  for,  for  Vice-PresideiU         -        -        -6 


Campbel),  Thomas,  act  for  the  relief  of,  sent  U 
the  Senate  for  concurrence      •        - '      - 
Carroll,  Charles,  of  Maryland,  attendance  of 
Chaplain,  appointment  of,         -        -        -       II, 
Charieaton,  ^uth  Carolina,  petition  from  nter- 
dants  of      -        '        -        .        -        • 
petition  hud  on  the  table    -        .        -        . 
Claxton,  Thomas,  petition  o^  piajing  for  an  an- 
nual sslary  as  assistsnt  doorkeeper    - 
Clinton,  George,  vote  for,  for  Vice-Fremdent 
Cod  fisheriea,  Mr.  Cabot  saks  leave  to  Mng  in  a 
bill  for  encouragement  of  .     - 
bill  for  encouragement  of,  passed 
sent  to  the  House  for  concurrence 
bill  amended  by  the  House  and  tbe  amend- 
toents  concurred  in  by  the  Senate 
Cmus,  act  regulating  the  United  Stales,  sent  to 
the  House  for  concurrence      ... 
mmittee  a{^>oinled  to  inquire  into  tlie  value 
of  foreign,  in  drculatioa  within  the  United 

States 

bill  regulating  the  value  of  formgn,  reported  - 


billp 
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CcMUb,  Charlca,  patitioli  o^  rafened  to  the  com- 

mittse  on  American  prisonns  M  Algten    '      36 
Oommittees,  motum  to  ilMr  (he  rale  providing  for 

the  choice  ol^  poa^Mined  -        -        -      SO 

.Confeience,  apptnntmentof  s  c<Hnnuttee  ol^  on  the 

bill  for  protectioD  of  the  fnmtien      -        -      95 
report  of  the  conimiUfe      -        -         -        -      98 
adoption  of  the  report         -         .        -        -      89 
Constilulion,  unendmentB  to  the,  raliiied  by  Vir- 

unendments  to  the,  retiiied  b;  Vermont        -      7S 
propoaed  BiDendmenl  to  the        -        -      851,663 

Connil*  and  Vice  Consuls,  committee  appointed 

to  report  a  bill  respecting         ■        •        -      an 

biai  reported 30 

unenAuenU  r^orted  and  agreed  to     -        -38 
bill  paaed        ....--      ib. 

Oodk,  David,  bill  br  relief  of;  sent  lo  the  Senate 

Cowt  of  Admiralty,  merchants  of  Cherieston,  pe- 
tition for  a  reduction  of  the  feoa  in  the      -     610 

CoottB  eT  the  United  Slates,  act  regulating  procesHB 
in,  and  providing  for  the  compensation  of 
the  officers,  jurors,  and  witnesses    -        -      6S 

D. 

Dsirell,  Edward,  petition  o^  prating  payment  for 
■  veuel  tmd  cargo  o[  rice  appropriated  lo 
the  useoTthe  United  Steles  duii^b  the  war     lOS 

Daj,  Asa,  petition  of 616 

Dean,  Gilbert,  petition  o^  referred  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  War    86 

IMit,  HMnmitlee  ^pcnnted  to  report  measures, for 

reHeTofpenona  imprisoned  for  -        -     108 

bill  paaaed        -        -        -         .         -        -     116 
De  Bretigney,  Francis,  memorial  of    -         •        -     633 
DelSMsre,  deed  of  the  Slate  of,  convoying  lo  the 
United  Slates  the  light-hou»o  on  Cape  Hen- 
lopeti  and  the  piers  it  Reeden  laltuid        -     1S2 
Dench,  Roger,  petiliDn  on  behalf  of  the  hetis  of  -       60 
Disdllers,  petition  &om  tbe  New  Torli,  sent  lo  the 

House  of  Representativea         -  '         -       36 

petition  on  behalf  of  tbe  Philadelphia  -        -      30 
Domenico,  Gaetano  Brsgo  di,  memorial  liom,  on 

the  subject  of  appointing  a  Consul  lo  Genoa     614 
Dooikeepera,  committee  inatructed  to  report  a  Mil 
providing  for  annual  salaries  for  the 
bill  passed        ...... 

Duhois,  Lewis,  and  others,  petition  In  he  allowed 
tbe  depreciation  of  ihoir  p^     .        .        - 
Dnnbu,  William,  eiecntor  of  George  Galphin, 
motion  to  refer  the  petition  o^  lo  a  commit- 
tee, negattved         ..... 

B. 
Edwards,  John,  of  Kentucky,  credentials  of,  pre- 

Elector*  of  President  and  Vice-Prvsident,  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  report  a  hill  deter- 
mining the  lime  for  choosing  -        -        - 
bill  repwrted  and  ordered  to  be  printed  - 
bin  oineaded  and  passed     -        -        .         - 
•roendment  made  by  the  House  ... 
EDudm,  A.  C.  G. I  petition  of,  praying  encourage- 
ment in  prosecuting  discoveriee  respecting 
the  laws  of  the  solar  system,  and  also  (a 
compensation  for  arms  fiiniidied  Ibrthe  uae 
of  the  I7nited  States         .... 


Ellsworth,  Ottiei,  of  ComMcticat,  a1 
Enndled  htUs,  Sraata  agrees  to 

of  a  joint  eammitias  rai  -       -        -       zr,  n 
a  vacancy  filled  in  the  Senate  oonmnttec  oa  134,14i 
Equeatrian  staloe.  Senate  is  informed  by  the  Houae 

of  Ae  appoinlmenl  of  a  coauniltee  <m  tfae 

subject  of  the,  of  General  WadiiikB^oo      •     i. 
Excise,  arrangement  rospeeting  the  collectian  of-     tl 
alterations  prayed  for  in  Ae  ntode  of  coHect- 

ing,  in  distilled  spirits    -        -         -         -      ■ 


Fielder,  Thomas,  memorial  of,  praying  aid  to  ena- 
ble him  to  improve  his  plan  for  boHtaling 
navigation     -        .         -         .         -      IM,  if, 
Foreign  coins,  committee  appointed  to  report  a  bill 

regulating  the  value  of    -         ■         .         .fit 
tnll  reported  and  paned  -  -    ili 

France,  a  Letlei  &am  the  King  of       -  -    Ui 

Frontiers,  bill  making  provision  &t  tbe  p 
of  the,  sent  to  the  Senate  tor  cone* 
amended  by  die  Senate  and  pasaod         -         -     M 
mistake  in  the  bill  rectifted  -         -        -     tl    | 

reaolutions  of  the  Home  on  the  UMndmews  ' 

of  the  Senate         .        .         .         -         .     N 

eommitlee  of  conference  ^pointed         -         ■     fl 

report  of  the  commitles       -        -         •         -      H 

adoption  of  the  report         -         ■         -        -      91 

G. 

GaUatin,  Albert,  elected  a  Scmator    from  Pcnit 

sylvania m 

Oalliopolia,  petilion  of  the  French  settleis  at         •    Iti 
Qairanger,  Lewis,  petition  of    -  .        -    K 

Georgia,  deed  of  cession  lo  the  United  StetM  of 
the  light-house  on  Tybee  Island,  ancwsd 
b;  the  Senators  from      .  .        -    GH    ; 

Gibson,  George,  committee  appointed  lo  rvpost  a 

bill  compensating  the  sovices  of  the  late  -    IM 
Greene,  General  Nathaniel,  act  indenuu^ng  the 
eatate  of  the  late,  frota  a  eettain  bead  eaNr. 
ed  into  by  him  during  Ibe  war  -        .IK 

Greene,  Reverend  Dr.,  ^fmioled  Chaptein  lo  ibt 

House  - CM 

Gunn,  JamtB,  of  Georgis,  aiteadance  ttf      -       >S,  SS 


Half-pay,  a  bill  lo  regulate  claims  to,  aetil  to  iIm 

Senate  for  concurrence  .  -  -  -  Tl 
amended,  passed,  and  rttorned  to  ibe  Hoose  N 
Harper,  John,  petition  of  -  .  .  -  .71 
Hately,  Charles,  hsa  leave  granted  hint  lo  with- 
draw bis  petiiitais  -  -  -  .  .  M 
Haaen,  Moses,  petition  of  -  .  .  .  H 
Henry,  John,  of  Maryland,  altendince  of  -  •  611 
Howell,  Samurl,   and  others,   memorial  *■»»,  in 

relation  to  the  trade  to  India  .  .  .  M 
Hughes,  Arthur,  petilion  of  -  .  .  -til 
Hunt,  Zaccheua,  petitions  to  be  plsced  on  Ihs  nH 

of  invalid  penmona          ...         ■  U 

I. 
Ulnois  and  Wabash  Land  Companiea, 
behalfof        .... 
committee  appointed  on  the  memorial 
Invalid  Pensions,  bill  regulating  claims  to. 


amended  and  r«tlirnod  to 
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JanM,  Eliihs,  peiiUaa  to  be  placed  on  (he  ndl  of 

iavttid  pMwiooB 

Jeffnwii,  ThomM,  vote  for,  fiit  TJcs-Premdenl    -    < 
JohnMon,  Simuel,  of  N.  CtrdUni,  at(sDdanc«  of    ' 
Joornali,  onkr  dirediDg  tbe  maniMT  io  which  tlw 
procetding*  ire  to  b«  entered  on  the 
Secretuy  ditected  to  farnixb  copiM  of  Uu^  to 
piinten  of iieinpifMn     ■         .        •        ■ 
JndicU  Conrta,  committee  appomted  to  lepoit  a 
bin  providing  compeneilion  for  the  officerB, 
joTon,  and  KitDoaea       .... 
HO  nnorted      ■ 

Jnditatij  Bystaa,  a^ninbnent  of  a  committee  on 

(he 

Import  of  the  comjnittee  on  the     - 

K. 
Kent,  Maij,  petitum  of     -        -        -        -         • 
Kenhicky,  daseificatiDa  of  the  Benatora  from 
King  of  the  Frencti,  resolution  raqoeating  the  Pre- 
ndent  to  make  known  to  the,  tbe  ntiabc- 
tion  of  the  Senate  at  the  intdUgence  of  hii 
acceptance  of  a  Constitution     - 


Land  (Companies,  memorial  of  the  Qlincis  and 
Wabaab 

Lands,  committee  appointed  to  report  a  bill  for 
tablishing  offices  lor  granting  - 

Langdcn,  John,  elected  President  pro  lem.       606,  fl61 

Laws  of  liie  Statea,  Secietat;  of  the  Seoate  order- 
ed to  procun^  and  ilepodie  them  ia  hia  office, 
fe  the  nae  of  the  Senate 

Lee,  Ridtard  Henij,  of  Virginigi,  attendance 
elected  Pt««ident/(ro  (em. 

Li^t  bouMs,  beaeoiM,   Ac. ,  biti  tor  the  erection 

IJttle,  John,  petition  o^  laid  on  tbe  table    • 
Livcnnoie,   ^moel.  New  Hampeture,  credential 
o4  preaentod 


Hcaaage  from  the  Preddent,  encjoting  a  report 
from  the  Secielai;  of  Slate  conunonicaling  a 
reeoluiian  of  the  General  Anemblj  of  Vii' 

infimnation  oTSt.  Clair's  de- 


M. 

Magnetic  Needle,  enoour^ement  prayed  for  in  the 
pioaeculian  of  diacioveriee  concerning;  the 

variation  af  tbe 

MaJlgiwU,  John,  petition  of        -         ... 
petitioti  d(  referred  to  the  Beeretaiy  i^  State - 
report  of  Ae  Secretary  laid  on  the  taUe 
'Maps,  Older  for  the  pnrchus  of,  for  tbe  nee  of  the 

Senate 

Marahall,  Cbristo^diPr.  petition  of,  for  anconrage- 

ment  in  the  preparation  of  Bal-ammonia    - 

Mather*,  Junes,  doorkeeper,   petitioo  of,  praying 

10  be  allowed  eompenaatioD  duing  tbe  re- 

pelitiolis  to  be  allowed  to  |)ireapenon  to  bring 
wood,  make  Eres,  Ac.     -        -        -        - 
prajer  of  the  petiUoner  granted    - 
Mercer,  Hngh,  reaolutioD  respecting  tbe  adncatioa 


bill  paased  providing  an  annual  allawance  br 

-     1«,  18,  l>,  SI 


feat 


48 


oommunimling  the  plan  of  the  Federal  Ci^  - 

communieatiog  a  letter  from  the  Oovemoi  of 
Pennsylvania  in  relatian  to  the  pnnJiase  of 
landa  on  Lake  Erie        -        .        -        .      60 

communicating  the  ratification  by  Viq;iiua  of 
the  amendmenta  to  the  ConstitU'ioii  -      U 

communicating  reporta  from  (be  Secretary  of 
War  in  relation  to  tbe  state  ofafbiison  tbe 
Weatem  frontiere  .        •        ■        -        -      E16 

conuDonicating  the  ratification  by  Vermont  of 
tbe  amendmenta  to  (he  ConititutioD  -        -      75 

conunonicatiiig  a  resolution  of  the  General  A»- 
sembly  of  Virginia  in  relation  to  certain 
kndi  located  by  the  ofitrere  and  ■''Idieis  of 
the  Virginia  Una    -        -        -        -        -      76 

communicating  a  letter  from  the  Secretai;  of 
State  in  relation  to  an  article  ofexponBe  in 
the  Depariment  of  Foreign  Aflaira,  unpro- 
vided forbyUw 88 

commonicating  the  translation  of  a  letter  from 
the  King  of  France        -        -        -        -     100 

in  relation  to  the  Military  EstabliidimeDt      -     110 

communicating  a  correepondcnce  between  tbe 
Britidi  Minister  and  the  IJecrelary  of  Stale     ISS 

communicating  a  letter  from  tbe  Judges  of  the 
United  Stales  Circuit  Court  for  New  York  -     133 

communicating  a  letter  fi^mthe  Judges  of  the 
United  States  Circuit  CouKfoT  Pennsylvania     13B 

other  messages   611,018,616,618,034,635,649, 


upon  the  sub- 

Inll  for  eatabliahingtbe,  reporled - 
pTopoaed  amendments  lo  tbe  bill 
bill  paiMcd  and  sent  to  the  Hatue 

Montauk  Point,  appointment  of  committee  on  the 
sulgect  of  erecting  a  light-house  on  - 
report  of  Ac  committee      -        .        .        _ 
bill  paaaed  and  sent  to  (he  House 

Monument,  deagn  for  a    - 

Morel,  D.  L.,  memorial  of        -        >        -        - 
leave  granted  him  lo  withdraw  the  memorial 

Monia,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  attendance  of    - 

McVikar,  John,  petition  of        -        '        -        - 
N. 


Oakley,  James  and  others,  petition  o^  praying  com- 

penntian  for  services  during  the  war 
Ooacock  Ldand,  ex{Mdiency  of  erecting  a  ti^t- 


bill  ordered  to  a  aeeond  reading  and  referred, 

Pennsylvania,  act  Ibr  carrying  into  eflect  a  contract 

between  the  United  States  and,  sent  to  the 


.....Google 
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Peridiu,  Willum  pelition  of      -        •        -        - 
P(Mt  Office!  and  Poat  Road*,  a  ball  foi  cBtabliBluiig 
sent  to  Ihe  Senate  for  coacurrenco    - 
bill  Biucnded  and  retained  to  the  Hoow  for 


ion  to  admit  meinbanof  Iba 
House  Id  atl«od  the  dd>ale<  in,  wtlile  in 
L^ialative  *mh<hi,  n^^atived, 
Houae  aasemble  in,  to  raceiTC  the  Pnaident'i 


Hoiue  coDcnn  in  all  the  amendmente 
Ihe  nith,  ftom  which  the  Senala  agree* 

Potts,  Richard  of  Maryland,  eredentiala  preaentcd 
President,  addrew  of,  at  the  opening  of  the  aesaioD 

addresBof  the  Senate  in  reply'     -         -        1' 
ananer  Co  the  addieaa  of  the  Senate       -        S 
George  Waahinglon  iinanimouflly  re-elecled, 
ia  intbrmed  (rf'hiit  re-election 
qxcial  aesaou  of  Ihe  Senate  called  by  the 
ceremonj'  of  the  Inauguration  of  the     - 
address  of,  on  tailing  the  oath  of  ollice  - 
oath  of  office  adminiatered  to,  by  Judge  Ciuh- 


Preadent  pro  lent,  elected,         -         -      135,  605,  ( 
resolution  permilting  him  to  retain  hia  ri^t  lo 
vote  on  all  questiona  as  a  member,   •         •     I 
Praadent  and  Vies  Preaident,  joint  committee  ap- 
p<Nnled  to  report  a  mode  of  eiamining  votes 

for « 

rqkort  of  the  committee,      -        -        .         .    ( 

both  Houses  SHsemble  in  Ihe  Senate  Chiinber 

for  the  purpose  of  counting  the  votea  for    -     ( 

Public  Debt,  Becretai^  of  the  Treasury  directed  to 

lay  before  the  Senate  an  account  of  the  aur- 

'  18  ravenne  appropriated  lo  Ihe  purdtaae  of 


both  Housea  aaaemUed  in,  for  the  purpoae  of 
counting  the  votes  tor  Prtadent  and  Vice  - 

Preaident,    - ' 

Senators,  claanfieation  of  the  Vermont 

order  for  tumiahing  nenapapers  to,  al  thcu 

rendencea,    .        -        -         -        -         -    ' 
claaaification  of  the  Kentucky,     ■        -         • 
Simona,  James,  petition  of        -         '         - 
IMnkler,  James,  memorial  of      -        - 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the 

accounts  of  Ihe  Trusteea  of  -  -  - 

Soiith,  Wm.  W.,  and  others,  pelition  of^  praying 
payment  of  balances  due  aurgetna  in  the 
hoapital  during  Ihe  war  .        -         -         - 
South  Carolina,  Inllgrantingfiirtherlimebrlakiiig 


the 


Public  Stock,  slatemenis  of  purchases  of     - 

Q- 
Qnaken,  petitions  from,  praying  exemplirai  from 
militia  duty,  ..... 

addresa  from  the,  on  the  inbjecl  of  peace  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  -■--.! 
Quorum,  Preaident  informed  of  the  presence  of  a      i 

R. 
RepDit  of  the  Truatees  of  Ihe  Sinking  Fund, 
Reiveeenlativea,  c)b)ections  of  Che  Preaidrat  to  the 

bill  for  the  apportionment  of    - 
Resolutions,  certain,  for  opening  the  doora  of  the 
Senate  when  in  L^palative  seosiaD,  ■ 
yeaaand  Qayaon  ihe  question  of  adoplioa,   - 
Rules,  appoinment  of  a  commitlee  to  revise  the    - 

8. 
Screven,  Thomas,  petition  o^  praying  renewal  of 

certain  certificates  of  PuUic  l^bt,    - 
Seat  of  Qoveminent,  plan  of  a  city  for  the  penna- 

nent,  eommurdcated  to  the  Setute,  . 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  aaka  for  an  increase  of  hia 

Seeretaty  of  the  Treasury,  called  upon  fw a  genera] 

aocfliuit  of  the  public  liuids,     . 
Senate,  commencement  of  the  session,         .         9,  106 
laws  of  the  several  Suies  to  be  puidiMsd  for 

the  use  of     . 
maps  of  Ihe  several  States  to  be  purchaaed  lor 
the  nae  of     -        -        ...         . 
adjournment  of  Ihe    ....      140,  BSb 
■pedal  session  of  the  .        .        .        .       ~  ~ 

adjournment  of  Ihe  qiedal  seaaon 
BaoUe  Chamber,  resolution  to  open  the  doora  at, 
«4iila  in  L^ialative  aession,  negatived,     - 


bill  amended  by  the  Senate  and  passed  -      M 

the  House  concurs  in  the  aitHmdmcnts  -      ST 

Speech,  the  Prewdenfs     -        ...         -    (W 

ordered  to  be  printed  -        ■         .         -    619 

Staata,  Barent  I.,  petition  of     -        -         -         -    •!• 

Stanton,  Joaqih,  Rhode  Island,  attendance  of      -     614 

States,  individual,  act  for  extending  the  tilBS  for 

settling  accounts  ot  sent  to  the  BeDau  tor 

concunenoe U 

act  passed M* 

lawso^  to  be  pttrchaaedtbrtbo  use  of  the  Se- 
nate      US 

mapa  o^  to  be  purchased  6x  the  use  of  the 

Senate 811 

SCevena,  Hannah,  petition  of^  referred  to  the  cool' 

mhtee  on  Amoican  prisoner*  at  Algien   -      It 
Stom,  Ebcneaer,  act  paased  providing  for  the  com. 

penaation  of  -        •        •        -  -     Mt 

St.  Clsir,  Qeoeral,   infmrnation  of  the  defeat  ol, 

communicated  lo  the  Senate    -         -         >      U 
Symmes,'  Ji^n  Clevea,   bill  for  ascertaining  the 
bounds  of  s  tract  of  land  purchased  by, 
paiMd'        :.....    116 
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that  the  King  of,  had  accepted  the  Conati- 
tutinn  tendered  him  by  the  Fieneb  people  456 
pTsnking  privilege,  condensed  view  of  the  argu- 
ments on  the  motion  to  abolish  the  -        -  363 
motion  lo  abolish  the,  negatived  -        .        -  364 
Mr.  Wadsworth's  motion  to  vilhdrav  the    -  376 
debate  on  Ihe  motion          ....  389 

motion  negatived 398 

Frontier^  consideration  of  Ihe  bill  making  more 

effectual  provision  (or  the  protection  of  the  387 
further  consideration  of  the  Ull   -         -     349,364 

amendments  to  the  IhII  reported  -         -         .  864 

bill  passed 366 

comnuttee  of  conference  on  the  amendmente  430 

report  of  the  committee      -        -         .         -  433 
bill  for  raising  a  further  earn  of  money  fin  the 

protection  of  the,  presented      ...  661 
debate  on  the  bUI      -        -        -      ,  ■     660,  e»6 

Ull  amended  and  ordered  10  be  engroaaed     -  663 

fimher  debate  on  the  bill    -        .        -         •  569 

bill  passed 673 

Senate  amendmenls  to  the  bill  amended  and. 

agreedio 688 

amendments  of  die  House  to  Ihe  Senate  amend- 
ments concurred  in        -        -        -        -  684 
Fugitives  from   justice.  Senate    hill    respecting, 

-  861 
G. 

Galliopcdis,  petition  of  inhabitants  of  -        -        -  889 

report  of  Ihe  ooiumitlee  laid  on  the  table      -  876 
committee  appointed  lo  bring  in  a  bill  parsu- 

ant  to  the  report 884 

bill  presented 889 

bUI  pawed 896 

Oaiaoger,  Lewia,  committee  appointed  lo  Mfwrt  a 
authorize  a  setllement  of  the  ac- 


ts of 


bill  presented    -...-. 

bill  rejected  by  the  Senate  -        -        -        - 

G«OTgia,  Shade  Island  artd  Provideius  Plantstiona, 

ooDUnittee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  la 

continue   the  act    declaring  the  aaseDt  of 

Congress  to  certain  acts  of  said  Sutes 

bill  reported 

□eoTgia  contested  election,  petition  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son, contesting  the  legality  of  the  election 
of  Mr.  Wayne,  laid  on  the  table      . 

called  up  and  refored  to   ~      ~ 
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PBgfc 


OMrgiB  omtMtMl  elAclun,  >«port  of  the  conuailtee, 

laid  on  the  Uble    .        -        .         ■        -     196 

taken  up  and  cmnmittad  to  a  Conunittee  of 
the  Whole    .        -        .         -  """ 

remaiks  of  Mr.  Wayne  on  the  report 

r^Mut  agreed  to  b;  the  Houae    ■ 

cominencement  of  the  trial 

tiial  poMpoDed 

trial  resumed    -        -        -        - 

deciaon  of  the  Uoum  thereon     - 

further  aotion  of  the  HouM  mpectuig  the  475,  4T7 

Mr.  Wayne'i  seat  declared  vacant,  and  the 

Speakci  requested  to  infium  the  Eiecutive 

of  QeOTgia  thereof  ■         -        •        -    470 

Gerry,   Mr.,  icmaAs  o^  on  the  ratio  of  Bepre- 


Uamilun,  Rutiia,  House  refuse  to  grant  the  peti- 
on,  Alexander  Cofllee,  bill  for  c 


n  the  polition  of  Calba- 


bill  rejected 
Hartley,  Mr.,  remariL 

on  Ibfl  reductiiHi  of  the  Mililaiy  Ertablishment     778 

on  the  pay  of  the  late  Army        -  -    B34 

on  the  bill  lo  KUlhorizo  a  L«n     -        -        ■    844 
Haien,  Mosea,  petition  of;  preying  settletoent  of  a 
claim  againrt  the  United  3— ~  '-^-^  ""  *■- 


ylHU 


168,  l»0 
376 


on  the  publication  of  (he  debates 
Gibaim,  George,  bill  to  competuste  the  serrices  of; 

Giles,  Mr.,   reawrks  o^  on  the  ratio  of  Repre- 


a  resolutions  relative 


IS  and  Pi- 


8SS 


mi  his  resolnti<fnB  respecting  the  official  con- 
duct of  the  SerreUiy  of  the  TroBmiry         -     983 
Oilman,  Mr. ,  remarlu  of,  on  the  Post  OfGce  biU  -    869 
Gold  and  nlver  coins,  PreaidGne  requested  to  csuse 
assays  to  be  made  at  the  Mint  of  the  gold 
and  silver  coins  of  England,  franco,  Spain, 
and  Portugal         .....    78S 
report  of  the  assays  made,  laid  on  the  table  -     801 
Goodhue,  Mr.,  remarkso^  on  the  ratio  of  Kepre- 

sentation       .-.-.-     17S 
Greene,  Cadiarine,  (nidow  of  General  Greene,} 
debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  petition  of        .        .        -        .        -    316 
Coimnittee  of  the  Whole  discharged  from  fiir- 
litet  consideration  of  the  BObject      .        .    830 
Create,  General   Nathnniel,  reeolntion  indemni- 
^ng  the  estate  of;  conunitled  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       ....    434 
reaolntion  amended  and  reported  -        -    437 

d^te  on  the  resolution  .  .  •  -  464 
resolution  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  •  687 
bill  indemniiyiDjt  the  estate  of,  presented  -  638 
bill  read  a  second  time  -        -        -    640 

read  the  third  time  and  passed    ...    661 
Ull  amended  by  the  Seiule         -         ■        -    677 
amendments  agreed  to         .         -        -        -     ib 
Gnene,  Rev.  Adibel,  appointed  Chaplun  •        -     809 


Habom,  William,  memoiial  o^  setting  forth  his 
ai^cation  to  the  Judges  of  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court  for  Penn^lnnie  to  be 
placed  upon  the  pouion  bst,  and  theiT  refu- 
sal to  take  cogniiance  of  his  case 
repcrt  on  the  memorial  laid  on  the  table 
Balf-pay,  debate  in  Conunittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  motion  to  gnmt,  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  officers  killed  in  the  service 
resolution  teported  by  the  committee    - 
bill  pesmted,  pursuant  lo  the  resolution 
bill  amended  and  laid  <hi  the  table 


impensation 


874 


ns 


Hazlewood,  Commodore,  memorial  of;  laid  on  the 

Uble "'" 

Heister,  Mr.,  remsAa  of,  en  the  ratio  of  Bepre- 

senUtion ^^9 

Hendeison.  Joseph,  bill  for  adjustment  of  a  claim 

o£  preeenlod  .---•-    848 

p«id 864 

Hillhouse,  Mi. ,  remarta  of,  on  the  ratio  of  Ilepre- 

sentation       ------     180 

Hindman,  William,  (of  Maryland,)  elected  in  the 

room  of  Mr.  Seoey        .        -        -         -     836 
appeara  and  takes  his  sest  -         -         -        -    ^^ 

House,  proceeds  lo  the  Senate  Chamber  to  receive 

&  Premdent's  Address  -        -        -     1",  670 
proceeds  to  the  retddence  of  the  President  to 
delivw  (0  him  the  answa  lo  his  Address  •     147 
Hudson,  (New  York.)  peUtion  of  inhabitanU  ot, 
praying  that  that  place  may  be  made  a  port 

of  entry -    I    '"* 

HnraAiation  aiid  prayer,  Preddenl  of  the  United 

States  leqnesled  to  recommend  a  day  of    •    689 
1. 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  ahstractretnniaofdurieson, 

to  be  ninted  for  the  use  of  Ibe  House       -    68S 
Imposts  and  Tonnage,  bill  relative  to  the  compen* 
sation  of  office's  employed  in  coUectiiq;  the 
duties  on,  presented        -        -        .        -    669 
bUl  laid  CHI  the  table  .;        -         -        -    684 
Imprisonment  for  debt,  debate  on  the  subject  trf   .     166 
India  and  China,  memorial  from  sundry  merchants 
of  Philadelphia  relative  to  the  trade  to,  com- 
mitted  4« 

memorisl  from   (otidry   mMt&anta  of  New 
York  on  the  same  sabjeet,  committed       •    481 
In^an  Tribes,  eonumttee  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
Ull  to  Tceulate  trade  and  inbrcsurse  with 

the      - 8M 

bill  to  regldate  trade  with,  prssenled    -        -     731 
Wi  amended  and  laid  oai  the  table  -    749 

considenitlon  of  the  amendments  ...    760 


an  amendatory  bill  reported 

laid  on  the  taUe 
bill  paend 


-  8SS 

-  696 
Indians,  Mr.  Steele's  motion  for  a  cwnmittee  to 

inquire  into,  and  leport  the  number  at  pre- 
sent m  arms  against  the  United  States     -  866 
nKmorial  of  D.  L,  Morell,  suggeMing  a  plan 

for  the  civiliMlion  of  the         -        -        -  414 
bill  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  treaty  in  the 

riorthweslem,  presented         -        -        ■  886 

amended  and  laid  on  the  table    -                  -  893 

takoi  up,  and  ordered  lo  be  eogroased  -        -  894 

P—ed ■      ■        -  B96 


IITDEX  TO  DEBATES  AND  PnOCCBDINeB  IN  THS  HOVBE. 


InlciMt,  MlpMBsdprovldiiiBfin'thetUoiraiiceaf, 

on  a  mim  of  money  ordered  lo  be  piid  by 

r«Bo1iiiion  of  Congrew  -        .        .        - 

IilTslid  Peonona,  bill  regulsling  clsinu  to,  pused 

Jui^:ei  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Penn^lvuiia 

refiiw  to  execute  the  Iswi  r«salBttng  clainu 


LoHi^  motion  raported  totiie  Hone  wtahoDt  u 
L  pToviM  tdded  U 


copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Judges  on  111 
ject  of  tlie  law  regulating  cUinn  to,  laid  be- 
fore the  House       .        -        .        .        - 

Second  Seanon— bill  r^alaUngclainM  to,  pre- 

bill  ameoded  and  ordered  to  be  eDgrossi 


of  conference  appointed 
oTthe  committee  laid  on  the  li 
of  the  House  on  aaid  report 


Jtekaon,  James,  petition  ot,  complaining  of  the 

undue  election,  and  return  of  Mr  Wayne 

report  on  the  petition  of     -         •        -         ' 

his  argument  on  the  trial  of  the  conteated  eleC' 


Jackson,  Andrew,  petition  of,  praying  compenaa- 
tion  for  hia  sertices  as  Attorney  for  the 
Dialrict  of  Miio,  referred  (o  Ihe  Attorney 

report  of  the  Attorney  General  on  Ihe  peti- 
tion oi;  laid  on  the  table 

report  coromitled       .        .         ,        -        . 

Judicial  Courts,  bill  to  explain  the  act  tor  csinblisb- 

ing,  preeenled        ..... 

8«Date  bill  in  addition  lo  theactertabliahing. 


Kilcbell,  Mr.,  remarlu  i^  oa  the  n 


Launnc^  Mr.,  namika  of,  m  the  n 


Land  Companies,  memorial  of  the  Ulinoia  and  Wa* 

■    ■       -       ■  ■  -        .    M7 

IM,  164,  171 
on  the  report  itf  the  Seetetaiy  of  War  on  the 
petitioD  of  Jclm  Toney  .... 
on  Mr.  Giles's  resolutioQi  .... 
Learning,  hill  to  amend  the  act 

o4  preKnted- 
Le  Bmn,  Monneui,  totter  fiom 
Lee,  Mr.,  remarks  o&  on  Mr.  Giles's  rsaolntioDS    931 
Lewis,  Mr.,  coonsel  for  Mr.  Wayne,  on  the  trial 
of  the  contested  eleclian  .... 
Light-hanMi,  botcona,  Ac.,  Benate  bill  for  eate- 
bliahment  o^  amended  and  paased   - 
amendmsnl  atmcnrred  in    -        -        . 
bill   Buptdementaiy  to  the  act  ettablishing, 

pawed sn 

Lirt  af  votes  for  Prendent  ukd  Vice  Pnatdent 
LiTeimore,  Mr.,  rema^  ot  ob  tbe  ratio  of  Repre- 

smtalicn 148,  MB 

on  Mr.  Giles's  molalioDs  ■        .        -        . 
Loan,  debate  in  CommiUee  of  Ihe  Whde,  an  the 
motion  for  opening  a  loan  lo  the  aoiaunt  of 
the  balabcee  due  Ihe  individual  StalM      '    604  | 


to  the  fint  rtaolution  cantaiB. 


lee  qipointfd  to  bring  in  a  bill  pnmn 

bill  to  anthoTtie  a  loan  presented 

an  amendatory  bill  reputed  and  dAated 

billn       - 


__. „  . .  _  to  by  the  Benale    -     '   -         -    1 

Iioans  and  noancea,  reaolmione  of  Mr.  Gflee  re- 
specting       ......    I 

renlutiaDB  agreed  to  -        -        -         -         •    • 

Longitude,  petition  of  John  Maqdkerson,  pnying 
Congieas  to  eiwble  him  to  mAe  a  voyage 
for  the  purpCM  of  proving  his  theory  M  as- 
certaining the  -        -        •        -    ■ 
Lntletloh,  Henry  B.,t«U  for  teimboreing  eipenaa 
ot  presented           ..... 

bill  passed 


Madison,  Mr  ,  renurka  ot,  on  the  bOI  relative  to 

Ihc  Cod  Fisheries 

on  Mr.  Giles's  resolutions  -   .     .         •        .    ' 

Marshall,  Cbrislopher  and  Chariee,  petitiou  oC 
praying  encouragemenl  for  their  cbanical 
laboratoiy,  laid  on  the  taUe    -        .        -    i 

Maryland,  bill  for  settling  a  claim  of,  presenUd   -    I 

Maiyland,  Georgia,  and  Rhode  Island,  bill  to  ccn- 
linue  Ihc  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gresa  lo  certain  acboflheStaleao^  brought 

Mercer,  John  Francis,  (Maryland,)  elected  to  fill 

die  (Bfancy  occadoned  by  the  resigitalioa 

of  Mr.  Pinckncy   ----- 

debate  on  the  report  of  tl 

eleclian  of    . 


r^ort  of  the  caronullee  amended  and  agreed 

lo  by  the  House t 

remaHu  of,  on  the  Frontier  bill   -        -         -    3' 
lemarks  on  the  Public  Debt        -        -         -    4! 
on  Mr.  Giles's  resolutions  -        -        -         •     t! 
Mercer,  Hugh,  Benate  bill,  providing  an  annual  al- 
lowance for  the  education  o^  pasacd         -    (H 
Hilitaiy  Establishment,  debate  on  the  sul^ect  of 

increasing  (he         -----    t 
debate  in  CommiUee  of  the  Whole  on  the 

mottoo  for  redudng  the  •        -     773,  7M,  T 
motion  disagreed  lo    -        -         -        -     801,  9 
Militia,  bill  fw  establishing  a  uniform  system  o^ 


debate  Di 
bUlpwMd 
debate  OB  the  Sen 
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Hilitfa,  ckMe  n  Iha  nMhitioii  to  Tcpnl  Alt  dMiw 
/  of  the  l&w  which  taiividea  foi  the  irmiDg  of 
V     the        -         -         -          .         -  -         -708 

resolution  oegatiTed  -----     7S8 
Milledge,  J<An,el«!lBdintheroOTiofMr.W.ynB    870 
appcara  and  (akea  hia  Hat  -        -        ■        •    799 
nimuki  of, '  on  the  notion  fbt  redndDg  the 
Military  EsUblidmient  .        -        -        -    7Si 
Knt,  detwle  on  the  SeiuUf  bill  foi  MtaUiriiiDrat 
ofthe  


bUlp 

Senate  dia^rae  to  tba  amendment  made  liy 

the  Home 

the  House  refnaea  to  M«ede 


iB6 


-_JS3 


eommitlee  appoiDled  t»  lepoit  a  bill  lo  ai 
the  act  eatabliahins  the,  ao  br  M  reipecta 
eoppei  coinage       -        -        -        -        -    ' 

bill  preaenltd '• 

bUI  pMKd 

Mbntmuk  PoinI,  Sentte  bill  for  erecting  a  tigtt- 

hoDM  on,  ammded  and  paned        ■        -    I 
Morel),  D.  L.,  memorial  from,  nggMtitig  a  plan 

lor  civilimng  the  Indiani  -        -        -        -    < 

N. 

NanfVille,  John  de,  petllion  o^  rafemd  to  the 
Secretary  of  Stale,  with  inatructionB  to  re- 
port theieoD  at  the  next  sasion 

New  Arrow,  copy  of  the  Me^aage  (^  laid  baftwe 
dieHaiiae 

New  BMapahire,  memorial  from  the  Legialattm  at, 
complaining  of  the  inequality  of  tte  act  for 
aSBumpIioa  of  the  Stale  debt*  -         -         ■     '. 

North  Carolina,  pelilian  fWan  «andry  dtbena  at, 

praying  that  the  Aaaembly  of  Mtd  Btate 

maj  be  authoriaed  to  lay  a  duty  on  cMMn 

veaaela,  rcArred  to  a  eommiltee        -        -     i 

report  (rf  the  committee      -        .         -        . 

Northumbarlaitd,  (Fennaylinnia, )  pedlion  from 
inhabitants  at,  praying  a  repeal  of  die  act 
imposing  a  duty  on  distilled  ■forita  - 


Ohio  Company  of  AsMdates,  a  bill  anlhorixing  a 
glint  and  conTeyance  of  certain  iendi  to, 
preaoited  and  conunitted         -        -        -    494 
bill  read  the  third  time  and  psaaed       -        -    MO 
bill  amended  by  the  Senaie         -        -        -BBS 

P. 
Pagc^  Mr.,  remarks  ot,  on  the  ratio  ef  Re^e- 

senlation       ------     178 

cat  tbe  motkHi  to  refer  the  petition  of  John 

Charchman  ta  a  aalect  committee    -        -    SH 
OB  tbe  bill  le^ecIiiiK  Ibe  Cod  Fiiiiai«        -    391 
on  the  resolution  calling  upan  the  Sewatary 
of  the  Treanury  for  hia  opinion  of  the  best 
mode  for  raising  additional  tapfiita  -        -    441 
on  tbe  ImII  regulating  Foreign  (>nn*    -        -    79S 
on  the  bill  to  autboriie  a  Loan    -        •        -    BtO 
on  Mr.  Giies'a  readatiaiu  -        -        -        -    MI4 

Paikn,   Mt-,  remaita  of;   on  the  motfon  for  n- 

dsdng  the  Military  Est^Jiabmoit   -        -    7S1 
Pay  of  the  late  Army,  debate  iti  Cctmnittee  ofthe 

Whole  Ml  Ihe        -        -        -        -     Bl«,  8M 

Pennayliania,  letter  &am  the  Jodgea  of  the  United 

Btstee  Circut  Cout  fci  -        •        -        -    G7> 
Pilots,  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  hill  fiv 

Ibe  tegvlation  of    -        -        -        -        -    *™ 

Fbikney,  William,  (Maryland,)  iwagBattonof   •     l«7 
Post  Office,  appointraml  of  a  commhtae  to  bring 

inabilllopivndefartheTegalatiMiof    -     147 
bill  for  establiihment  ot,  presented       -        -    814 
debate  on  the  Ull        -         -         -       839.887,341 
notion  to  strike  out  the  frankiac  privfl^e 
frcm  the  bill,  negatiTed  -         -        -        -     364 

Mr.   Wailaworth's  motion  to  attike  ail  Ibe 

frankbg  pnTikge  -         -        •        -        -    876 

farther  debate  on  tbe  bUl    -        -      3SS,  S84,  S8fi 

Mr.  Wsdawerth's  motion  ne«aa*sd      ■        -    SN 

further  consideradon  ofthe  bill   -        ■     803,  807 

'  lobea 


report  of  the  committee  read  and  laid  on  the 


306 


of  the  late  Am^,  manertal  of  sundry,  pray- 
ing that  the  depreciatiim  en  the  ccitificstes 
of  debt  gtantM  them  may  be  nude  good, 
laid  on  tbe  t^te  74B,  760,  763,  708,  803, 

ess,  869 
debate  in  Committee  of  Ifae  Whole, 

memorials SIS,  814 

Houjtt  agieea  to  the  report  of  the  eommiltee 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitionera  ought  not 

to  be  gnujled 

Official  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
debate  on  Mr.  Oilea'a  reaolutioo  reqract- 
ing  the         .        .        -        -  890,  y07  to  068 
Tote  on  the  qoeation  ofagrenng  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  in  thur  diaagreeiDent 
to  certain  of  tbe  said  reaolotinui  065,  966,  958, 
969,  960,  oat 
Ohio  Company  of  Assodstes,  memorial  fivm  the 

Directors  of  the      -         -         -        -  431 

reaolutiona  on  the  report  of  the  commitlae    -    486 


bUlpMsed 316 

debate  on  the  SeiMte  amendments        -        -    SU 

Seasle  recede  &om  tbe  amendments    -        -    863 

committee  appointed  to  iaqnlre  whether  any, 
and  what,  alteratiuis  ought  to  be  made  in 
the  bill 896 

report  of  the  eotusaittse  -  -  •  -  891 
Post  St.  Vincents,  bill  to  repeal  part  of  the  reaolu- 
tionofi;ongi«wi>fthe3SthAagast,  1788, 
rejecting  Ae  inhatritanli  ct,  paned  -  863 
nl,  called  upon  Ibrci^iies  of  the  official  eor- 
itspondence  between  tbe  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  Garamor  of  Pennsylvania,  re- 
speciog  (he  raiatng  of  troop*  within  that 
Stale    -------    3S7 

debate  on  the  mbjeet  of  ei 
dcnf  a  he»J  upon  the  Un 

resdntlon  reqaeating  him  to  ins 

qniry  into  the  cauiea  of  the  defm  m  mum 
ml  8t  Clair,  rejected      .        -        -        - 

M  requeated  to  recommend  a  day  of  humilia- 
tion and  proper      -        .        -        -        - 


him  of  tt 
Second  Session— 

of  a  quorum  -        -        -         - 
ad^rsss  to,  in  reply  to  hia  Speech 
his  reply  to  the  Ad^vse  , 
is  infoimsd  of  his  unanimoot  rs-eli 


INDEX  TO  DEBATES  AND  PIHKIBSDU«€)8  IN  THE  HO«flE. 


P«ge. 
Pnadent  wkI  Vice  PreMdent,  bill  Irimi  the  Senate 
^  relative  to  the  electioD  oi,  committed  to  a 

Conmutlseaf  th«  Wbole  -        -         -     3S0 

deWe  in  Committee  od  the  bill  -  -  -  878 
bill  tepoited  to  the  Hodk  nith  amendmenta  -  309 
bill  recommitted  ....  -  310 
propoaed  amendmentitolliebill  ...  403 
UU,  and  the  aawndmenta  thereto,  recommit- 

led 403 

Ull  paved         -  -    '    -        -        -    406 

Senate  diaagree  to  the 

the  Hooae  reeedw  tbenfhnn 
Second  acMon. — Committee  ^pointed  to  ex- 

unine  the  votes  for  ....  861 
rqnrt  of  the  camDiitlee  ...     S78 

aliatoftheTOtesfor ST4 

eommittee  appointed  lorepnt  alnlltiTalloiT. 

ing  ■  compenaation  to    •        •         -         .    B6 1 

Silpoeed  amandmentlo  the  bill    -                  .866 
II  pund S67 

Preaideora  Meaaage,  communicating  raporta  ftom 

Oen.  Scott  and  Lt.  Col.  Wilkinaon  -     146 

.  cdmmnnicating  infbimation  of  ^m  ddeal  of 

General  St.  Clair 343 

aMunanicating  the  plan  of  a  city  for  the  Seat 

ofOaTemment  .  .  -  -  .  347 
returning  to  the  Hooae  the  UU  for  apportion  - 

mentof  RepnasilatiTea  -  -  -  -  539 
communicating  certain  papen  relatiTe  \»  the 
Spaniah  inUrierence  in  the  asecutioo  of  the 
treaty  of  1790,  with  the  Creek  Indiana  -  673 
comiDunicating  lundiy  papera  rdatiTe  to  tlie 
efforts  made  to  induce  die  Indians  North 
of  the  Ohio  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the 

United  States 738 

eommanicBtiiig  two  LeIMra  ftam  the  GoTetnor 
of  the  Southwestern  Territory  ...    740 
Preaidenfi  Speech,  debate  on  the  resolution  to 

prepare  an  address  in  i^y  to  the  -  -  144 
committee  appointed  to  prqnre  an  addren  -  143 
address  repOTted  and  agreed  to  -  -  -  H6 
answer  of  the  Preaidentlo  the  address  -  -  147 
debate  on  the  matters  referred  to  IQ  the  -     ISO 

debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the    -     703 
I  the  reaolulians   luwited  bj  the 

.    711 
isofMr. 

691 


Wil 


Public  Ciaditan,  debate  on  the  qaeition  of  leftr- 
'   ring  the  petition  of  a  committee  of,  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Troaniry  -  •  -  IAS 
petition  o(  laid  on  the  t>b)e  -  -  '194 
petitiim  of,   referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole 479 

Pottic  Debt,  debate  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 

renewal  of  lost  oertillcatea  of   ■        •     194,196 

bill  rejected 1»9 

ddntein  Committee  of  the  Whtde  <m  the  Re- 
port of  the  aecretaiy  of  dte  Treasury  on 
the  subject  of         -        -       iS5,  49«,  638,  Ii3S 
reaolotions  reported  by  the  Committee  -        -     633 
Committee  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill         -    636 
forttwr  diacuaaion  on  the  bill       -        -        -    694 
bill  read  the  third  time       -        -        •        -     G07 
concurrence  of  the  Seiute  -        -        -        -    SOS 
debate  on  the  subject  ofareduolian  of  tlte    •     69S 
plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaun  for  the 
redemption  of  the,  bid  befere  the  Honae    -    73S 


Public  Debt,  debataontbeaeetetary'spbn&slha 

redemption  of  the   .        -        -        -        .    87* 
res<riution  calling  upon  die  ComnuMODCsabr 
purcharing  the,  for  a  statement  of  all  their 
proceedings  not  hsMtofole  Aumialwd  -     8SS 

Public  Printing,  report  on  the  subject  of     -        '     M4 
Public  Securities,  debate  on  the  bill  for  eataUiA- 

ing  feea  for  Ule  tranaler  of      -         -        -     877 
biUlaidonlhets^le  -         -  -         •    S8« 

PuhlieatioD  of  the  Det>ates,  Mr.  Gerry's  restdutiona 

respecting  the        .....    SV3 
resolutions  committed        ....     am 
Putnam,  General,  Treaty  oT  PcKe  with  the  Wa- 
bash and  Illinois  Indians  ooDchided  by      -    674 
qieeches  made  by,  to  the  Indians         -        •    (79 

«■ 

Quakers,  remonstisuce  of,  against  the  bill  ibr  eala- 

blistung  a  uniform  system  of  militia  -     S06,  306 
memorial  and  address  fi'om,  on  the  aabject  of 

securing  peace  with  the  Iitdian  tribes        -    ST8 
memorial  from  sundry  aocifties  of         -         -     191 
Quorum,  committee  appoinlrd  to  inform  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  pn»ence  (^  a  -  -     66» 

R. 

Ratio  of  Repieaentatlon,  debate  on  the,    148,  IS4,  168, 

177,  179 

yeas  and  nays  <m  the  resolution  filing  the    -     191 

Receipta  and  Expenditures,  debate  concanung  300 

ReceiTers  of  Continental  taxes,  committee  appmnt- 

ed  to  bring  in  a  bill  granting  additional 


7M 


«  qipunted  to  inqiun 


lull  rejected 
RecruitiDg  asrvice,  cc 

into  theatateof  the         -        -        -        -    s(s 
n^KiTt  of  the  committee       ....    S77 
Rambursement  of  Loan,  debate  on  the  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  reimbunemcut  of  the  Loan 
madeofUieBaakaftheUniledSlUe^  768,766 
furtlm  conrideration  of  the  bill    - 


toUp 


of  d 


8H 


Representative  from  Maryland,  debate  in  CcHnmit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  eom- 
mittee  on  the  dedion  of         •        -         -    305 
report  of  the  committee  accepted  •     307,  lOt 

RepreaentativcB,  new  bill   for  apportionment  ti, 

preaented Mt 

Inll  read  the  Oird  lime  and  passed        -        -    SM 
names  of,  present  at  the  opening  of  the  aea- 
oon      -  -      1*1,  669 

ResohitionB,  Mr.  Giles's,   reqwctiDg  the   official 
COTlduet  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

debate  on 899,  HT 

vole  on  the   question  of  agreeing  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  disagiae- 
ment  to  certain  of  the  sud  resolutions,  955, 916, 
058,  069,  901^  963 
Retont,  Secretary  of  War  dlncted  to  lay  before 
the  Houae  a  return  of  the  officers,  du.,  of 
the  U.  S.  Military  EalabHsbmeDt     -        -    743 
Rhode  Island,  memorial  from  the  L^islature  of, 
compluning  of  the  injuries  resulting  from 
the  act  for  assumption  of  the  Btatedebts         306 
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Hnl*  and  Orden,  emunittee  ^)]Miiitca  to  pnfKK 


Baantn,  Ull  fix  the  njief  of  ai^  and  ipjtnn,  Fr»- 
MDtad,  TMd  twioo,  and  ooimnitted    • 

n  oopiai  of  the 


:V 


epraktr,  Jonathui  I'lmnboll  elected  -        .        - 
thanks  of  (he  Eouw  Totad  u       .        .        - 
Specshea,  Oen.  Potoaia'a,  to  the  In^jm    - 
S^oiita,  Ull  Triative  to  th«  datiaa  on,  diitilled  within 
the  United  Statei,  pMaoled    - 


the  Nortbweatan  Tsrritoiy 
(mil  combed  with    -        -        -        ~        . 
et  the  TiMnliy,  debate  on  Mr.  Oitea'i 


<^  the 8M,  9mta9ta 

vote  on   the  qoMiRi  of  agiMns  with  the 
ConmltMe  of  the  Whole  in  their  dingrae- 
ment  to  oertain  of  the  laid  neotutiana,  MS,  9B6, 
9B8,  969,  960,  908 
of  War,  letHr  &am  the,  in  relaliim  to  tba 
defaatof  den.  Bl.  Clair  -         -        -        -    686 
iek,  Hr.,  reuarlu  ol,  on  th«  ratio  of  Rifm- 

sentation U9,  189 

1  th«  Poal  OOce  bin 


bill- 


S71 


oa  the  paj  of  Ae  lata  Aimy        -        -        -I 
8«nej,  Mr,  ncDMkao^on  the  ratio  of  RqmeaQt- 

kttei  6iaa,  statinf  hie  aaaptaitoe  of  an  ^ 
pnnUnent  in  the  Jndidaiy  Departmeot  of 
MaiyUud,  laid  on  the  table     -        -        .    < 

dsbala  on  tba  qucatioo  of  referring  the  letter 

SMgeaM-al-Anna,  appou 

sup*  and  Veaaela,  appoi 

bring  in  a  bill  for  regiaterjng,  and  for  die 
ragalatian  of  thoee  employed  in  the  eoMt- 

tnll  pnvnted    '.---. 
bill  for  enrolling  and  Kcenring  tkoM  employed 

b  the  coaiting  trade,  pmented        -        -     ..__ 
bill  laid  on  the  table  .        -        .         .        .    739 
recoDunitted      .        -        .         .        . 
bill  rapotted  with  amendmenia  and  oidelod 


739 


780 


read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed 
Kma,    Meaara.  Joaeph  and  Woodrop,  memorial 
from,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  ^  pay- 
ment of  certun  duties,  laid  on  the  labte    -     674 
memorial  rafeired  to  a  commitMe  -     783 

report  of  the  committ 
memorial  and  report 

ofthe  Whole 

reaotntion  rqxwted  by  CommittM  agreed  to  - 
bill  for  remiaion  of  the  dntiee  paid  ty,  pre- 

aented 867 

hill  rejected 868 

Slave  trade,  petition  from  Warner  Mifflin,  in  rria- 

Uon  to  the,  laid  on  the  tabk  -  -  •  7S8 
dabale  on  the  petitim  ....  730 
ibe  Clerk  ordered  to  return  Ihe  petition  to  the 

pMitionei 781 

ftnith,Mr.,  (New  HampduiT, )  remarkaoll  m  die 

PnWicDebt 518 

SmiO,  Mr.,  (Sooth  Carolina,}  remarka  of,  oa  Hr. 

(Alea'i  reaolulioni  ...     900,  810,  960 
Sd  Con.— 48 


billp 


«bDI 


Wt 


Standing  Order,  adf^on  of  a    - 

Standirkg  Rnlea,  enmnuttee  ^)pi»nted  to  pnnte  -     lit 

State  Datiea,  debate  on  the  bill  declaring  the  aa- 

acDt  d  Congren  to  certain  acta  of  tfie  Btalaa 

of  Maryland,  Georgia,  and  Rhode  Uand, 

laying  ■  da^  on  tonnage        -        .        p    Wt 
Steele,  Mr^  ranarki  of,  <hi  the  latio  itf  Rep«- 

aentation ITO,  188 

on  hia  i«Mltitioa  relative  to  the  redoetioB  of 

the  Army 7*3,  79* 

St.  ClaiT,  Genenl,  debate  relaliTe  to  the  deieat  of 

the  Army  onder 4M 

Docoinittee  qfHHntedtoinqaiieintoibe  canaea 

of  the  defeat  of  *"* 


Committee  of  the  Whole  diacfaarged  from  fur- 
ther eonaideration  ofthe  rc]>orta  of  the  com- 
mittee relative  10  the  defeatof  .        ■        . 

report  on  the  memorial   from,    laid  on  the 


8u[H«me  Court,  letter  from  the  Chief  Justice  and 
AModate  Judgaa  of  the,  in  relation  to  the 
Jodidaiy  System,  referred  to  a  conmiiltee  - 

Bymmes,  Jdin  Clevra,  bill  for  aacertuning  Ihe 
boundi  of  a  tract  of  land  parchaacd  I7, 


Senate  amendinent  agreed  to        •        -        - 
aj^mntment  of  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill 

to  anthociie  a  giant  of  landa  to 
Senate  Hmendmeut  agreed  to        ... 
^ipoinlment  of  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill 

to  autboriie  a  grant  of  landa  to 
bill  pasaed 


the  New  York,  referred    ■ 
Taai^  bill  for  esuaiding  the  time  Ibr  payinenl  01 
the  dntlaa  M  aef  '     ' 


488 

iMUpaNed BH 

Hll  Injected  by  the  Senate  -        -        -        -  559 

Tellers  appointment  o4  on  the  part  of  the  Howe  878 
Territory  nortbwast  of  the  Ohio,  bUl  in  addition 
to  the  act  making  pcoriaian  fiir  the,  fse- 

■ented 8»T 

toll  for  the  aleof  lands  in  the,  praantad       -  878 
Territon  en  the  Fobxnac,  a  plat  of  tbc^  laid  be. 

foleCongreee 881 

Territoriia,  Northweat  and  Soolhweat  of  ibe  Ohio, 

bill  respecting  the  goTommant  oC,  paaaed  -  MS 

Thatcher,  Mr.,  re^ukac^oD  the  FoatOfiee bill  308 
Torrey,  Jiriin,  debate  on  the  StfoA  of  the  Stva- 

laryof  WariHitbepetitioBof-        •        •  187 

'  ^'^ ■■a- 
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Tranj,  John,  mofion  to  refor  ItwpetilMa  uiil  the 
Npon  thsraon  lo  m  aelaM  ooamiitlM,  naga- 

tived    -        - 188 

petition  tderred lorn Comminee  of  lbs  Whole     lOB 
fnither  debate  tbereoii       ,  - 
Secietaiy'i  repot  on  the  petition  ■cuepted 
TraMner  of  the  8ute  of  Gotfgia,  petitioD  [^  pny 
ing  that  eepaimlc  ceniGcalea  may  be  iaaonl 
for  the  paj  of  the  otiicera  of  the  Gaorgia  liae 
n«an»7  and  War  Depaitmenla,  Senate  hill  toak- 
-     -    -     -  -he,  aent  te  the  HoMe 


MnoomDce  of  the  Honae    - 
Tlial  of  the  Geoigia  Contested  Election, 

dadnoQ  thereon  .... 

TmmbntI,  Jonathan,  (Oodo.,)  deated  Speakar 

thanki  of  the  Hotue  TolM  to 
TvAbt,  Joaeph,  report  of  the  Seoetaty  of  Wat 

OD  the  petition  of,  agreed  to    . 
Tucker,  Jcdrn,  procaedingioii  tbebiU  farso; 


oof 


Mil  orteredlQ  be  tofptmmi  - 


on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  Loan     - 
White,  Anthony  Walton,  bill  for  settling  the  il«- 
tnande  of^  paaaed    -        -        -        .         . 
Sante  postpone  cooMderatian  of  the  bill 
Widowa  and  orphana,  bail  fin  tiM  lehef  o^  taken 
up  in  Coomittee  d  (he  Whole 
ItU  ordered  lo  be  engrossod 


IK 

117 


Uoiyeru^  of  North  Carotina,  nMDorial  fiom  the 


Unpaid  balancoi,  reaolutioo  calling  upon  the  8e- 
cntaiy  of  the  Trewaiy  for  a  atateioeiit  of 
the  baEancea  doe  the  United  State*  by  indi- 
lidnala,  committsd  .        .        .    . 

Uaeftal  Arte,  toll  to  amend  the  act  to  promote  the 

progren  o^  prcKinted      -        -        .        .    : 


lebUI 


Uarfbl  beaita,  committee  appointed  to  report  a 
to  repeal  the  duty  on       '         -        - 
bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed 
tail  puaed 


Vaiuont,  antendmenlslothe  Constitution,  ratified 
*J 

Veaaela,  debate  coneeming  the  bill  for  registering 
and  recordinff          -        .         -        . 
biUpasBed 

Vining.  Mr.,  remsiki  o^  on  the  ratio  of  Repre- 


biUp< 

bill  fifr  the  relief  of  the  widowa  and  crphiaa 

ti  persons  killed  bj  the  Irtdiani,  proMoted    791 
amended  and  bid  on  the  table  -         -    TBS 

takn  up  and  passed  -        -        .         .         •    T9S 
aeoate  amendmcDts  eoDcuned  in  -    tU 

defaeto  on  Ae  motion  tor  granting  half'.paj  ior 

bill  pieanited    .        -        - 
autrnded  and  laid  on  tiM  table 
'ihniiiglon    Academy,    bill   to  cooipauale  the 
Trustees  o^  pnamUd     .        .        -        .    . 


8» 


Totes  fiw  President  and  Vice  President,  report  of 
the  Committee  affointad  to  ezaniine  the    ■    i 
list  (^  the  votes  -        ....     r 


Wadswonh,  Mr,,  remarks  ot  on  the  motion  for 

radodng  the  MiKtuy  BsUblishmmt 
Waaliingtoa,  General,  appointmentof  a commitlae 

on  the  sulject  of  an  eqnettrisn  itatue  of 
Wate,  Jason,  petMon  of   ■ 
Wayna,  Anthony,  legality  of  the  dedion  at  eon- 
tasted  bj  Mr.  Jackrcn     -         .        .        . 
rantarks  e^  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to 

wicnn  Mr.  Jackson's  petition  was  referred  : 
ware  grutod  him  to  enmlor  eonneel  -  .  - 
•UeUrnio^declaMdinegal  -  .  .  .  , 
■eat  o^  deelucd  to  be  vacant 


Yaas  and  nays  on  the  resolnlioD  filing  the  ratio 

of  R^reaentation  .        -        .        -        .     Itl 

on  the  question  of  agreeing  to  the  Senate's 
amendment  to  the  ApporlionmeDt  Bill       •    SSI 

on  the  motion  to  adhere  to  the  disagrtanmit 
to  the  Senate's  amendments  •        -    ST4 

on  Ibe  motimis  lo  strike  out  eettsin  words  in 
the  UD  relatiTc  to  the  election  ofPra^dail 
and  Tioe  Preadent         .        .         .        -     9M 

on  the  amendmenU  to  the  Post  Ofike  Bill    -    SH 

on  motions  lo  strike  out  certain  words  from  a 
resolution  relatiTe  to  the  prepuatian  of  s 
new  AppMtionment  Bill  -        .     33S,  SM 

on  the  motion  lo  strike  out  the  second  nctioa 
of  the  bill  making  further  pnnision  for  the 
protectiaa  of  the  &antierB        -  -    394 

on  the  passage  of  said  bill  -        -        -        -    999 

on  the  till  Ibr  the  encouragement  of  the  Cod- 
fisheries         ......    401 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  Ibe  ninth  sectioa 
of  the  bill  relatiie  to  the  electioo  of  Presi- 
denl  and  Vice  President  ....    MS 

OD  the  motion  to  strike  out  certain  sectiaas  of 
the  Apportionment  Bill  -  .         .         .     4I< 

on  the  proposition  lo  recede  from  the  ameod- 
ment  to  the  ninth  section  of  the  bill  reialiie 
to  the  election  of  President  and  Wca  Pre- 


on  the  passsge  of  the  ApportioDnx 

on  the  motion  declaring  Mr.  Jackson  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  the  House     ■         -         .        . 

on  the  motion  thst  the  House  recede  fiam 
their  dlsagreemwt  to  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment* to  the  Appntianment  Bin 

on  the  motion  to  agree  to  the  amendment  of 
the  IhII  for  the  estabijshmenl  of  the  MJnt  - 


4IT 

418 
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Tmw  and  mji,  on  ike  puuge  of  i 

on  Ibe  niiolutioD  nquMtiDg  tt 

inalitiiie  an  inqniiif  into  (be  owes  of  the 
bilnre  irf'  the  expeditioa  uadet  GeDenl  St. 
Cleir 

on  the  motian  to  eppaint  ■  committee  to  in- 
quire  ioto  the  (Mwes  of  8l  Clwr'i  ddeat 

Ml  the  motion  to  unend  Ihe  firel  of  dte  reMt- 
lutioni  raported  I7  the  Committee  of  the 
Whtde  m  the  Bepoit  of  the  fiecretuj  of 
the  Tre*M»7  on  the  ratjael  of  the  Public 
Debt 

on  the  motion  to  amend  the  fourth  irf  the  laid 


on  the  motion  to  agree  to  the  >aid  Tesolubim      1 

en  the  DMiion  to  commit  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  bill  to  indemnify  the  eMate  of 

Iba  late  Qenetal  Greene  '        -        .        .    1 

on  the  motion  to  reconnider  the  Apportioi). 


ApportiiHimen 

three" 

on  the  motion  to  engrota  the  biU  indemnify  - 

ing  the  eetate  of  the  Ute  Geneial  Greene  - 
aa  the  paaaage  of  the  Mid  bill 
on  Ihe  quertioQ  of  agreeing  loth 

of  the  Senate  to  the  MiUlia  BiU 
on  Ihe  qneitiw)  of  unending  tbt  fall]  jnovidiug 

for  the  protectiaa  of  the  fronden     - 
on  the  pniage  of  nid  bill  -  .        .     , 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  concerning  D»- 

tiea  on  ^lirita  diatilled  widtin  the  Umlad 

Btatea  i 

on  the  faiQ  to  ccnSrm  an  atrard  between  the 

United  Sbitea  and  certain  Contrac«on  tin 
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Ihe  tnll  for  rainitiaiaemant  of  the  Loan  made 
•f  the  Bank  oT  the  Unit*]  State*     . 


on  aundry  questions  relative  to  the  motion  for 

redociug  the  Military  EstabUsbment 
on  an  amertdment  to  the  tnvaUd  Pension  bill 
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on  die  bill  making  an  addii 
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the  ComtMBnaner  of  the  Kerenne  .  .  •  ' 
on  die  amendmnta  to  the  hill  for  the  reUrfaf 

Simean  Thayer ! 

Tonng,   Moiea,  report  <rf  the  Canimidee  oa  the 

petition  «l,  disgreed  to  -        -        •        -    ' 


Ha 


John,  report  of  tlM<8ecTetary  of  Wm* 
an  the  petition  o(  taken  up,  conaidsaed, 
andpoatpanad       ..... 
Hmiae  resolvea  not  to  inthdraw  hia  pcswion  - 
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